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AtPROimis Maau Lons z>b litAMAiiTTNE, the author of 
the present work, was horn on the 21st October 1791, ! 
at Ma 9 on, in the department of tho Saone-aiid-Loire, I 
in the eastern part of France. His family had long | 
held a distinguished place among the provincial no- ' 
bility of France, and still retained a considerable i 
portion of the seignorial possessions that had in early 
times belonged to them. The father of the subject of : 
our memoir was a captain of cavalry, and a chevalier 
of the order of St Louis. Alicia Desroys, the mother 
of Alphonse, was tho daughter of a gentleman high in 
the service of Philip (Egalitc!), Duke of Orleans, with 
whose children, one of whom now reigns in France, 
Mademoiselle Desroys was brought up in infancy. With 
these connections, and the prejudices resulting from 
rank and birth, it was natural that the Chevalier do 
Lamartine should favour tho royal cause at tho com- 
mencement of tlio revolutionary troubles. lie suffered 
severely for so doing, being imprisoned at Ma^on in 
1793, together with his father, and almost tho whole 
of his relatives. His wife alone was left at liberty, and 
this she made use of to solace, as much as lay in her 
power, tho distresses of her Imsband and his j)artners 
in confinement. She hired rooms immediately opposite 
to tho prison, that she might at once be near the che- 
valier, and might daily gratify him by holding up her 
little son before his eyes, as lie gazed through flic bars 
of his dungeon. The youthful days of Alphonse were 
thus clouded by the misfortunes of liis parents; but 
fortunately, ere the crowning blow could be given to 
these evils on the scaffold, the death of Ilobospicrre 
opened the prisons of France, and the family of de 
Lamartine were permitted to retire to a small estate, 
named Milly, which formed part of their remaining 
property. 

At Milly, Alphonso do Lamartine passed the years 
of his boyhood, and there ho received his early educa- 
tion. His mother, an accomplished as well as beautiful 
woman, was his first tutor. Having boon acquainted 
personally with J. J. llousseau, she liad adopted some 
of his loss fanciful notions respecting education, and 
applied them to practice in the ciise of her only son. lie 
was allowed to ramble at will on the hills, or among tho 
"^oods, and to acquire vigour and hardihood of frame 
by the exposure of his naked feet and arms to all varic- 
ties of weather. Hence sprang, doubtless, much of 
his enthiiBiastic admiration of nature, if not, also, the 
grace and symmetry of person wliioli afterwards distin- 
guished him. But whil(} thus pursuing tho maxims of 
Rousseau, I’egarding tho physical training of youth, 
Madamo dq, Jiamartine’s aomid sense and fervent 
Christian piety prevented an injurious and too close 
adherence to the rules of the same ivriter respecting 
intellectual and moral tuition. She instilled into the 
mind of Alphonse so warm a love of religion, that the 
sentiment tinctured Jill his future life and thoughts. 
Many more benefits bo owed to the care of bis tender 
parent, to whom he frequently alludes in the narrative 
of his travels. He subse(|uently received instruction at 
the college of Bellay, and afterwards made a journey to 
Italy, where he Vtored his mind with images and ro- 
collevti«a», which, at a future period, came before the 
world in verse. 

His mind had received its poetical bias at a very 
early period, or rather, Iiis temperanMjpt was iialurally 
BO enthusiastic and imaginative that IRs thoughts very 
soon resolved themselves into song. From the ago of 
seventeen, ho had privately continued to pour h)rtli 
liis soul, at tho will of the moment, in vorse ; and by 
the time he had attained to confirmed manhood, a 
numerous collection of pierces bad accumulated in his 
• escritoire. He had spoken little f these to any one, 
but ho was at length induced to road ono of liis 
' short poems, entitled The Lake,” to a company of 
professed critics. Tho unqualified approbation of the 
judicial circle was tho consequence ; yet de Lamar- 
tine’s modesty might still have kept? him in obscurity, 
had not his funds at tho moment been less plentiful 
than was convenient or ugrecabio. He was unwilling 


to resort to his parents, and ho thorofore vontfirod 
address a publisher. The answer was encouraging | 
the ’ poems went to press, and shortly after issued . 
under tho title of " Poetical Meditations.” The success • 
of the work, which consisted of odea and other short 
poems, was immense, and the author at once took rank 
among the first living poets of France, The successive 
productions which came from his pen after this period, 
maybe enumerated here. Besides the Poetical Medi- 
tations,” of which there was d second series, do Lamar- 
tine has given at intervals to the world foUr books of 
** Poetical” and ‘^Religious Harmonies a poem of con- 
siderable length, entitled "The Death of Socrates an 
addition to Byron’s great work, entitled " The Last 
Canto of Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage a " Coronation 
Chant for Charles tho Tenth “ Epistles, and other 
pieces;” "Jocelyn,” a lengthened fragment of a great 
unfinished poem ; and " Tlie Angel’s Fall,” an epusodo 
from the same unpublished work. These productions 
form altogether a body of poetry, scarcely inferior in 
amount to the collected fiffusions of any poet of the age. 

While on a visit to Savoy in 1819, he first beheld 
Miss Birch, an accomplished English lady, to whom he 
was afterwards married. At tho restoration of the 
Bourbons, he had been enrolled in the royal body- 
guard, but after his marriage bo entered on a diplomatic 
career, and w'as employed in that character at Naples, 
Florence, and, finally, in Creece. The revolution of 
1830 terminated the poet’s diplomatic service, as his 
attachment to the deposed family led him at once to 
resign the post he held. Oppressed in spirit by these 
political changes, and also by tlie death of his only 
and infant son, which followed shortly after that of his 
mother, M. de Lamartine now resolved to fhlfil his 
long-chcrished intention of visiting the East. Ills wife, 
and Ilia solo remaining cliild, a girl of extraordinary 
beauty, accompanied him thither. 

While in tho Fast, do Lamai’tinc was elected a 

member of tho Chamhen* of Deputies by the tow’n of 
Bergucs, and, since his n^turn to Franco in 1833, has 
sat successively for that place, and for his hirth*place, 
Ma 9 on. As a politician, ho Ijus hecomc a 8np])orter of 
tho monarch}' of 1830, and of the dynasty of Louis 
Philippe, probably considering that the cider briinch of 
tho jiourbons cannot be restored without so violent a 
convulsion, that tho ultimate prize w'ould not compensate 
the intermediate desolation. W o cannot omit to mention, 
also, that one of his leading peculiarities as a member of 
the French legisla ture, isanarrow’ jealousy and dislike of 
Great Britain, though from what cause it is <lifticult to 
comprelumd. It is iiiifortunato for his own fiiine that 
he ever slept out of tho region in whiidi he is certainly 
transcendant — deep and thoughtful poetry, sublime and 
captivating sensibility, a love and " an eye” for nature, 
such as even Scott or Wordsworth has scarcely cipialled, 
with a power of embodiment at once diversified and 
eonceutrated, an imagery delighting iu simple illiisdra- 
tions, yet inducing in the mind that charm apd inArd 
voluptuoiisneks, whicli bcantifiil, graceful, and happy 
pictures, ahvays sj)re;ul w'itliiii it. There is sometimes 
an egotism in his writings whicli is painful to the reader ; 
but it is soon lost and forgiven ; for in depth of thought, 
ill warmth and earnestness of feeling, in eloquence and 
beauty of diction, his pieces ale surpassed by those of 
no contemporary writer. Still in tlui prime «‘f hi§ 
suramers are devoted to his old country 
verse, while his winters are given to Paris, and his legis- 
lative functions. His aged father, and tho wife of his 
afibctioiis, still live to cheer and solace him for what 
he has lost, and to enjoy with him the esteem and love 
which he has earne<l from his country. j 

The present work, published original y under the 
title " Voyage en Orient— 1832, chief, if 

not almost the only, prose producticfiWf-J! de Lamar- 
tine, and has been made favourably known in England 
by a translation, published a few years ago in Loudon. 
The present, which is a new translation from the last 
French edition, has been undertaken with the view of 
I carrying tho work into those channels from which it 
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has hitherto been excluded, in consequence of the hi^h* Where it has appeared necessary for supplying de- 
nesB of its price. A more fitting accession to the libraries ficiences in the author’s descriptions of places, expla- 
of the less affluent members of the community, it will natory notes have been added from the latest and best 
readily be allowed, could not well be made. sources of information. 

7 Ti ^ 

AUTHOR’S PREFACE 

This is neither a book nor a journey; 1 never thought , talents, acting in conjunction, render the Eastern 


of writing either the one or the other. M. de Chateau- 
briand has composed a book, or rather a poem, on the 
' East J thatr great author and poet only passed over that 
land of prodigies, but he has imprinted for ever the 
marks of genius upon that dust which so many ages 
have stirred. He went to Jerusalem as a pilgrim and 
a knight, the Bible, the Gospel, and the Crus!Kios in his 
hand. I visited it only as a poet and philosopher ; I 
have brought from it profound impressions in my heart, 
high and awful precepts in my mind. The roHectioiis 
I have there niade^upon religions, history, manners, 
traditions, the different phases of humanity, are not 
lost upon me. Those reflections, which expand the 
narrow horizon of the thouglit, which bring before the 
reason the groat religious and historical problems, 
which force men to turn upon themselves and scrutinise 
their previous hastily-formed convi(;tioiis to change 
them for new ones ; that grand anti inward improvts 
ment of the thought by the exercise of thought itself, 
by localitie\s, by facts, by comparisons of eras with eras, 
manners with manners, creeds with creeds, nothing of 
all this is lost to the traveller, tht^ poet, or the philoso- 
pher — they arc the elements of his future poetry ami 
philosophy. When he has amassed, t^Iasscd, arranged, 
elucidated, and digested, the countless throng of im- 
pressions, images, and thoughts, which the eartli and 
men arouse whom he studies — when he has matured 
his mind and Iiis convictions — he also gives them vent; 
and whether good or bad, just or false, he utters Iiis 
thoughts to his generation, either in the form of a 
poem, or a philosophic suinniary. I [<; speaks his word, 
that word which every man who thinks is called iii)on 
to speak. This moment will perhaps occur for me ; but 
it has not yet come. 

As to a book of travels — that is to say, a complete 
and faithful description of the countries 1 have tra- 
versed, the personal events that have bofallcii me, or 
the effect of the impressions made n})on me by places, 
men, and manners — 1 have still less intended to com- 
pose. It is already done for the East in England, and 
is HOW' progressing in France at this moment, with a 
faithfulness, talent, and success, which I eeiildnot hope 
to surpass. M. do Laborde w'rites and designs witli the 
talent of the traveller in Spain, and the pencil of our 
greatest artists. M. Fontaiiier, consul at Trebisoiide, 
gives us, in succession, exact and living portraits of the 
least explored parts of the Ottoman eiiij)ire. And the 
Eastern Correspondence supi»lie<l by M. AIiei.aud,of the 
Fr^ch Academy, and by his brilliant fellow-labourer 
Mypoujoulat, leaves nothing to curiosity, as to the 
history, morals, or landscapes of the East,*to desire. i\J. 
Michaud, an experienced writer, an accomplished and 
classical historian, (uiriches the description of the places 
he visits with all the recollections, so vivid to him, of 
the Crusades. He exercises Iiis criticism upon localities 
by historical illustrations, and clears up history by an 
exaiHfeation i)f th o Bcem's. themselves ; his ripened and 
inducf^H^imf pierces the ob&curityof the past equally 
with the manners of the^ people whom he surveys, and 
spreads the salt of his pi^nant and graceful intellect over 
the usages, custom s and religions, he investigates ; he is 
the man advanced in years and wisdom, leading youth by 
the hand, ^nd showing tp him, with tb'^ smile of reason 
and irony, new scenes.'^- M. Foujoulaf is a poet and a 
painter ; hijM|d^convcying the impression and hues 
of the very JHfclijrreflects them all sparkling and warm 
with the local MUiancy. We feel that the Asian sun 
still shines upotrantj Mbatemis young and teeming mind 
whilst he wntes his pages ai tr portions 

of the very eoun^HnMp which be bears to us all 
radiant in their Such two varied 


Correspondence the most complete w'ork that we could 
desire upon this admirable country, as well as present- 
ing the most varied and attractive information. 

We have not hithcito effected much as to geography; 
but the labours of M. Caillet, a young staff-officer whom 
I mot in Syria, wdll be doubtless sliortly published, and 
will give us a complete picture of that part of the world. 
M. Caillet has passed three years in exploring the Isle 
of Cyprus, Carainania, and the different parts of Syria, 
with that zeal and intrepidity which characterise 
the enlightened officers of the French army. Having 
shortly ago returned to his native land, he brings w'ith 
him information that w'oiihl have been extremely useful 
to Bonaparte’s expedition, and which may pave the way 
for oth(‘rs. 

The notes which I have here consented to give to 
tlie public, have none of these merits. 1 yield them 
with regret ; they are merely in the shape of recollec- 
tions for myself, and were destined for that purpose 
alone. There is nothing of science, history, geography, 
or maimers in them — the public was far from my 
thoughts when I wrote tlunn — and how did 1 w-rite 
them? Sometimes at mion, during the mid-day repose, 
under the shade of a palm-tree, or under the ruins of 
a monument in the dt'sert ; more often in the evening, 
beneath a tent, beaten by the wind and rain, by the 
light (*f a torch of resin ; one day in the cell of a 
Maronite convent on Lidranon ; another day amid the 
rolling of an Arab boat, or upon the deck of a brig, in 
the midst of the shouts of sailors, neighing of horses, 
interruptions and distractions of all sorts by land and 
sea; sometimes eiglit days without writing at all; at 
other times losing the scattered pages of an album, torn 
by jackals, or steeped in the brine of the sea. 

When returned to Curope, 1 might have, doubtless, 
revised these fragimuits of impressions, collected, ar- 
ranged, and prepared tliein, and, like another, niad(? a 
hook of travels. But 1 have already said, to write 
travels was not in my mind. It would have needed 
time, freedom of spirit, attention, and labour ; and I 
had none of all this to give. My heart was broken, my 
mind was elsewhere, my attention distracted, my leisure 
destroyed ; it was necessary either to burn tho notes, 
or let them go forth such as they were, (hrcumstances, 
which it is not requisite to explain, have induced mo 
to adopt the latter alternative ; 1 repent of having done 
so, but it is too late. 

Let, then, the reader close the book before casting 
his eyes over it, if he seeks any thing but the most 
fugitive and supevflcial impressions of a traveller who 
inarches without tarrying. There can be a little 
interest only for painters — those notes are almost ex- 
clusively picturesque — it is the look', the glance of a 
piisser-by, seated on his camel or on the 
who sees landscapes float before him, and who, in 
order to rcniomber them on the morrow, throws a fejv 
colourless penc^narks on the pages of his journal’ 
Sometimes the waveller, forgetting tlic scene which 
surrounds him, turns upon himself, speaks to himself, 
listens to himself thinking, enjoying, or suffering ; he 
then records a word of his distant feelings, so that the 
wind of the desert or the ocean may not bear away 
his whole existence, and so that there may remain 
some trace of them at another time, when returned to 
the solitary hearth, striving to reanimate an extinct 
past, give heat to frozen remembrances, and to link 
again the chains of a life which have been snapped in 
so many places. Such are these notes — of interest, 
they possess none ; of success, they can expect no por- 
tion ; of indul^Jhce, they have too ranch reason to claim 
a considerabkf^hare. 
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Mars®iI4.es, 20//i J/a;/, 1 832.— -My mother had received 
from her mother, on her death-bed, a fine bible of Roy- 
aiiniont, in wliich she taught me to read when I was a 
little child. This bible had engravings of sacred subjects 
in all the pfiges. There was Sarah, there was Tobit 
and his angel, there was Joseph or Samuel ; above all, 
there were those fine patriarchal scenes where the 
Bt)lomn and primitive nature of the East was mingled 
with every act of that simple and marvellous life which 
was led by the early men. When 1 had correctly recited 
my lessoii, and read nearly without a fault a half page 
of .sacred history, my mother uncovered the engraving, 
and, holding the book open on her knees, made me 
contemplate it, while giving me its explanation as my 
reward. She was endowed by nature with a soul e<iually 
pious and afTectionate, and with an imagination of the 
mo.st sensitive and grai)hic order; all her thoughts 
were sentiments, all her sentiments wore images ; her 
fine, noble, sweet countenaneo reflected in its bcjuming 
physiognomy all that was glowing in luT heart, all that 
was ])ainted in her conceptions ; and the silvery ton(! 
of her voice, so aflectionatc, solemn, and impassioned, 
imparted to her every word an emphasis of such force, 
and interest, and love, as still, at this moment, vibrates 
in my car, alas ! after six years of silence ! The view 
of these engravings, the explanations and poetical com- 
mentaries of my motluu’, inspired mo from my tendcrest 
infancy with scriptural ta.st(;s and inclinations; and, 
from the love of these representations to the desire of 
seeing the places where the events represented had 
taken place, there was but one stc^p. 1 burned, then, 
from the age of eight years, with an eager wish of 
visiting those mountains where God descended ; those 
deserts where the angels came and pointed out to Ilagar 
the hidden spring from whicrli to reanimate her poor 
banished infant that was dying of thirst ; tho.se rivers 
that issuetl from the earthly parudi.st^; that heaven 
where tin; angeds were seen to descend and to a.sceiid 
on the ladder of Jacob. This longing had never been 
oxtingiiished in me ; I nui.sod oonlinually on a journey 
to the East, which formed tlie one great act of my in- 
tellectual existence ; I was eternally constructing in iny 
thoughts a vast, religious epic, of w'liich these beauteous 
localities were to^brm tlie principal scene ; it seemed 
to mealso^s if my spiritual doubts and religious por- 
plexiffllB'^lfBre there to find their solution and their 
pacification. In a word, I was from this source to 
find colouring for my poem ; for life ahvays presented 
itself to my intellect jis a great poem, while to my heart 
it breathed of love. God, Lovk, and Poetry — these 
are the three only words I should wish engraved oiiiny 
monument, should I ever deservo a monument. 

Such was the origin of those notions that now impel 
me to the shores of Asia. Such is my reason for now 
being at Marseilles, and for my taking so much pains 
to leave a country which I love, where I have friends, 
and whence some fraternal feelings will pui*suomo with 
regret. 

Marseilles^ 22d May , — I have freighted a vessel of 
250 tons, with a crew of sixteen. The captain is an ex- 
cellent man. His physiognomy pleases me. His voice 
has that grave and sincere accent that denotes firm 
integrity and a pure conscience ; there is a gravity in 


the expression of his countenance, and his look has that 
lively, frank, and direct beam, which is so sure an index 
of a prompt resolution, energy, and intelligence. He 
is, besides, a mild, politfi, and well-bred man, I have 
examined him w ith all that carefulness which one must 
naturally bring to the .selection of an individual to whom 
ho is about to confide not only his fortune and his life, 
but the lives of his wifa and only child — thus concen- 
trating three existences, as it were, into one alone. 
May God protect ii,s, and gnmt us a safe return ! 

The ves.scl is named the Alceste, The captain is M. 
Blanc of La Ciotat. The ow'ncr is one of the w’oi’thiest 
mercliants in Marseilles, M. Bruno-Rostand. He over- 
powers us with attentions and kindnessc.s. lie has 
himself resided a long time in the Levant. He is a well- 
informed man, and capable for the highest employments, 
and, in his native city, Iiis probity and talents have 
gained for him a consideration equal to his fortune. 
The latter he enjoyed without ostentation, and, sur- 
rounded by a charming family, he is entirely occupied 
in diffusing among his children the traditions of loyalty 
and virtue. What a noble country, where such do- 
mc.stic spectacles are to be met with in every class of 
society! And how amiable are those household insti- 
tutions that protect, preserve, perpctiiatt.*, the same 
sanctity of inoraKs, the same nobility of sentiments, the 
s;imo traditional qualitit'.s, in the cottage, in the comit- 
ing-housc, or in the lordly mansion. 

May — J\IarsoilIc3 welcomes us as if we were 
children of her ow’u beauteous clime ; it is a land of 
generosity of heart, and of tlio poetry of soul ; they 
receive poets as brothers, they arc poets themselves — 
and I have found, among men of the coinraoii w’alks of 
society, among the academicians, and amidst young 
people who have scarcely entered upon life, a host of 
character and of talent, capable of doing honour, not 
to their native province alone, but to entire France. 
The south and north of France appear to me, in this 
respect, much superior to the central provinces. The 
imagination languishes in these intermediate regions, 
ill these over-temperate climates ; it must have an ex- 
cess of tenipi^’ature. Poetry is daughter of the sun, 
or of eternal hoarfrosts ; we find a Homer or an Ossian, 
a Ta.sso or a Milton. 

May 28. — My heart will carry with it an eternal 
memorial of the hciicvolence of the Marseillese. It 
seems as if they wished, in my case, to lieighten those 
feelings of anguish that oppress the heart when oftp is 
about to leave his native land without hjpowl 5 g,jtf ho 
shall ever revisit it. I wish also to trAtaorrO up tho 
names of those individuals who have given mo a more 
particular reception, and whosb reminiscence will abide 
wdth mo as the last sweet impression of my natal soil : 
M. J. Freyssinet, M. de Montgrand, Messrs do Ville- 
ueuve, M. Vangaver, M. Autran, M. Dufeu, Mi Jauffret, 
^c., all men distinguished for some eminent quality 
of mind and heart, as philosophers, sUsIgj^men, author^ 
or poets. May I see them again, and pay them on my 
return all those tributes of gratitude and of friendship 
which it is so sweet to owe, and so sw'cet to discharge ! 

Here are some verses which 1 wrote tliis morning, 
in sailing between the islands of Pom^gue and the co^t 
of Provence. They are a farewell to Marseilles^ which 
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I quit with the feelings of a son. There are also some 
stanzas of it winch point to carli<1b^ and more remote 
passages in my heart, . ' • 

A FAREWELL TETRI TE TCJ tK^ AtADEMjT OF\ 
WAKSEILLlis. 

If to yon swift bark’s canvass I oonfido 

Each blessing IJcavcn has willed it to impart j 
If I commit to ocean's tickle talo 

A wife an<l child, twiif portions of my heart ; 

If I expose to sand-bank, surv^c, and blast. 

Such hopes its these, so many h(!alinK' breasts, 

And with no of saL'ty. save a mast 

’.Ihat quivers when tlu? south-wind lists; 

*Tis not that lust of gold inflames a send 

AVhieh to itself liath nobler treasures made ; 
lS"or that f thirst in glory’s flaming scroll 

To write my luimc — if written, soon to fado; 

*Tis not tliat like to Dante’s is uiy fate, 

'rho bitter salt of exile doomed to taste; 

Kor that ine(utstant faction’s angry halo 

Jlatli laid my parent roof-tree waste. 

No, no! I leave upon a valley’s side, 

And we('p to leave, green fields .-md sliadc-fniuf^ht trees— 
A homo whore Mveet remeinbrauees abide, 

AVliieh many a kind eye Idesses wlu'u ii secs; 

Screen’d by the woods, I have seenro retreats, 

Whore never faetions hiawls tin' {.'aim destroy, 

Where, stead of civil t<.'mpests, nothing meets 
jMy' car bnt thankfulness and ji)y. 

An aped sire, girt by our imaged forms, 

Starts if around the A\aUs tlu' winds but sigh, 

And daily prays that he avIio rub's tlu' htorms 
Alay not beyond its strength our eanvn--s fry; 

Workmen and scrv.ants, maste’']ess each one. 

Trace on the turf our sle})s with sad acclaim. 

And, basking ’neath my window in (lu'suu, 

;My dogs whine as they luair Tiiy name. 

Sisters T have, nnrsed at the same k’nd bn ast, 

Roughs on the .‘sime trunk eradltMl by the gale: 
rriends, too, whoso souli my spirit lias ])os.>e'!, 

Who r<'ad my ey'e, and can my thoughts unv* il ; 

And h'.'arts unknown are by the muse made mine — 

Friends who hold (amversc with my jnwsb s— 

Echoes unseen, who tonnd ruy path eoiiibiuo 
To pour re'>i»onsive harmonii's I 
"i'et souls have instincts hard to be deflm d. 

Like that which prompts som;.' liardy hinis to roam 
In qin.flt of nurture of another kind. 

And cross at tmo h.iM flight the <b'eii s<'a foam. 

What seek they in the regii.»ns of tlic lOad ? 

Have they not mossy hoiuts beneath (uir eaves? 

And ste.ro of fitod tlieir little ones t<) fea.^t, 

AVhen autumn .shakes onr .smi-tipt sheave..? 

I hav(‘ like them the bread each day ri'ciuircs. 

Like them 1 have flie liver and the iiili ; 

!!Mo-»t humble i-. the range of my cbsiics. 

Yet 1 like them am coming, going still ! 
y The Last, like them. Si)me power ii.ov bids mo fraeo, 

I'bir never have 1 .-('en ir tonelied the laujT 
Of Ch.'un, th(.' lir-'t ilominion of our race, 

Where man’s heart b-lt Rod’.-, kneading hand. 

I have not sailed aerovs tlie s.'indy sea. 

To the slow rorl:ing uf the de.si i t ship ; 

At Hebron’s well, lie.^ide the jia!mTreo.s tlircc, 

I have not v.s.t at eve my yisirning lip , 
t eloak^beni.'.lh the teut^ I have not spread, 

-ic du.st whieli :,t;’ew(Ml .lob’.^ blow of yore, 

Nor dreamt by nigdit, wirli moaning sails o’eiliead. 

Toe di'o.uns wliie^i .laeob dreamt iM'foxe. 

Of oartb's scveri jiaces one yet wails uiy oyo 
T krn/. not how the td .t,. ony ] j) their sphere— 
*JNontl^what ideal w< i ,diL the lio>..:: j,, .y ply_ 

How jialpitatc.s ilie heart-'-when g xN are ni'ar ! 

1 know not^when the grand o’ 1 eolum Mirow 
“ •, baa#s lieud the sill. •’ ;v.s of f lie past, 

,;piay speak, or if earth murmurs low, 
dly weeps the imssing blast, 
ruvi' not hoard the niition.s’ cries use c'nd, 

And call responst-':. from the cedars old, 

Nor ficen high Lebanon’s God-.r.ent englea bend 
Their flight oa Xyre~>ombIcai£ of wrath foretold ; 


My head I have not laid upon tho mounds 
Where all of Tadmor but tho name i.s gono, 
have niy lonely foot.step.s woke tho .sounds 
^ ' That sleop round Menmon’s vacant throne. 

I have not licard tho mournful Jordan pour 
Low murniurings from its abysmal caves, 

Weeping 8ubliim*r tears than th(».sc of yore, 

With which sa«l .leremiah eliilled its waves; 

I have not heard the soul within nu! sing 

in that re.sounding grot, where, ’mid the night. 

The bard-king's trembling lingers swept the string, 

Led by the band of fiery light. 

I liave not traced the prints around that spot. 

Where, 'ni-ath the olive, .Jesiis wei'ping lay, 

Nor on tho straggling roots the tears have sought, 

Wlueh eager angels could not. kiss away ; 

Hy night t have not in that garden watelusl. 

Where, wlnh? the sweat of blood w.as imdorgono, 

’J’lio echo of onr griefs and sins unmatched, 

Kes«)undcd in one luvirt alone. 

’To that dear dust T hav<'. not bowed my head, 

Which was by Christ’s deitarting foot imprest, 

.Nor ki^-sed tlu? stones in whii'h his moflu'r laid 
Ills te;u‘-emhahn’d remains of earth to rest ; 

Nor have I beat my l)f)s«<m in the i)laeo, 

Where, eojiquering the fntiii'c by his dc.ath. 

Ho btretehed his aiin.s all inankiiul to embrace, 

.And l>le.st them witli hi.s latest breath. 

For those things 1 depjirt- t)n 11 u*ho bestow 
Tbe span uf \vortl»les.s d.'iys yet lefi fur me. 

Wh.st boots it where tho winter vv iiids lay low 
'riio barren trunk', tll(^ withered sliadelt.'ss tree? 

“ Madman I” the eniwd exclaims, itself imwi.">e ! 

.Ml <lo not find their hxnl on every road— 

'I’lie pik.im plot’s fo<id in tliinl;ing lies: 

Jli.s heart lives tai tho works uf (iod ! 

\ d ton, Ttiy ;tg<‘d .sire ar;d sisters <le.ir ! 

.\ly \\bit<‘ andwal .ut slmileil bituic, adieu ! 
ravewell, luy stu ds now idling all tho year > 
i\ly lonoly, hearth eoiitthe.l dugs. f;u'.?woll to you ! 

Ikieli imagi* grieves, :ind haunts me lik(‘ the glnv.t. 

of bliss departed, tli.at uoiild .st.iv me fain ; 

Ah, may onr n-v.nit ng hi-ur l)e ero.st 

J»y no like .sh ides of donhi. ami j):n‘n ! 

And thou, my laud, more v('x.'(l by .surge and blast 
Than tho frail hark which now my all innvevH, 

J.and. on whose fate 1 he hnpe.-, of earth arc e;rst, 

\diiu ! thy .'-ii'-i es now tly iny (liiuming g;t/o ! 
l/h, may n r;iy of In aven ili.sju l the gloom 

Wl'.ieli wraps tlty freedi>m, tcmpK'.s, throne, rind thee. 
And all thy sacred iMinier.-, re-illmno 
NN'itU light of iimiiurtality I 

And thou, M.arseilles lliat .it thi' gates of l''r.anon 
Sillest a-i if to hail . :k'!i ('orniiig gUest, 

■NVlio-e port .‘-miles ( rtlu’se.seas, with hope-hriidit gl.iriee, 
,Vnd seems fur v\ i a d harks an eagle iie.sl ; 

AVl.'i-re kindly hand .et feel tin? c lasj) of iiiiiie, 

\\ here y«'l my fei t half cling in fond .sojourn. 

Thine ho my partin'.' jirayer, .Mar-eillo.s, nmi Ihino 
My iirbt balutu on my return ! 

i> 

— AVt; li.'ivo Imoii fo visit onr sliin^iirJiotiso 
for so mail} inontlisj It is divided into .small cabins, 
III wliicdi wc liavi' room for a liammock and trunk. Tlio 
captain lias caused some small windows to be pii'rccd, 
wbic.h j^ivc tliir cabins a little liglit and air, and wliicli 
wo shall bo ablo to open wlioii tlio sea is not high, or 
wlioii tlio vos.sol doi.'s not hod iiiiKdi over. The ^rotat 
state-room is reserved for Aladanio do* J^aniartino and 
Julia. Tho waitin;jj-maids will sli^ej) in tho captainks 
little state-room, wliich he has been so kind a.s t^ivi? up 
to us. As the season is fine, wc shall eat on d(*ck, 
under a tent rigged close to tho mainmast. Tho brig 
is eiicumbm'isl with provisions of all kinds required for 
a journey of two years in countries of no re.sources. A 
library of live hundred volumes, all H(;iocted works of 
liisb>ry, poetry, and travels, forms tho tine.st ornament 
of tho largc.st apartment. Biindles of arms are grouped 
in the corners, and I have purchased, besides, a private 
arsenal of muakots, pistols, and sabres, to arm ourselves 
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and oui* people. The Greek pirates infest the seas of 
the Archipelago. We are determined to fight to 
the utmost, and not allow them to hoard while life is 
left us. I have to defend two lives, which aro dearer 
to me than my own. Thei'o are four guns on deck, 
and the cr(3w^, who are aware of the fate reserved by 
the Greeks for the unhappy sailors they surprise, ai*o 
resolved to die rather than surrender to them. 

June 17. — 1 take out with mo three friends. The 
first is one of those persons whom providence attaches 
to our patli when it foresees that we shall have 
need of a support that may not bend under peril or 
misfortune — Ained^e do Parsoval. Wo havo been 
Jinked together from our tcndcirest youth by an affec- 
tion which no period of our life has found defective. 
My mother loved him as a sou ; I Iiave loved him as a 
brother ; whenever I liav(i been wounded by a stroke 
of destiny, I liav(3 found him at hand, or have seen him 
arrive to take his share of it, the principal share, the 
calamifv all entin*, had it been in his power. Ilis is a 
heart tliat lives only in the happiness of others, and 
suffers only from their iiiisfortiiiK;.s. When I was, 
fifteen yeai’s ago, at Paris, alone, unwell, ruine<l, desp<i“ 
rate, and dying, Jio passerl the nights in watehing by 
my lamp of agony ; when T havo lost some adorcul be- 
ing, it was always he who came and hroiiglit ino the 
halm of solacemcnt ; on the death of rny mother, ho 
readied me as soon as the fatal intelligence, aixl 
ducted me from a distance of two hundred leagues to 
that tomb where J r(‘paired in the vain scaivli of that 
last adieu which slie had addressed to me, hut whidi 1 

had never heard ! More lately ! lint my 

misfortunes aro not ended, and I shall again (‘Xporience 
his friiMKlship whenever there is desjiair to he soothed 
away from my heart, whenever there ar(5 tears to he 
mingled with mine. 

Two wortliy intellectual and well-inforiiKMl men, tw'o 
trnl}^ choice porsonagt's, have also arrivt’d to accom- 
pany ns in tins pilgrimage. TheojU' is i\l. de ('apina.s, 
fciub-jirefcet, doprivetl of Iiis aim by the revolution 
of July, one who has preferred the pr<‘carious chances 
of a painful and iiiieertain future to the preservation 
of his ])laec. An oath would have heem repugnant to 
his loyalty, for the very reason that it would Iiave 
app«'ar(!fl interested. He is one of these men who make 
iio i*uIeulation in the face of a scruple of honour, and 
witli whom ])olilicaI synipalliios Iiave ail the warintli 
and virgin purity of fru(? .sentiment. 

Onr other companion is a physician of Ilondsehootc, 
M. do la Koyere. I Ix^eanie ae(|iiaiiitcd with him at 
my sister’s house, during the ptu’iod whru £ w.as medi- 
tating this,dt*partur('. 'flio purity of liis soul, the ori- 
ginal and uii.sophisiicaled graces of liis intelli*ct, the 
loftiness of his political and religious beiitinieiits, made 
a strong impression on me. 1 was desirous of bringing 
him with me, much more as a moral ro.sonree than from 
any pro.spet:tIvo reference to my health. 1 have since 
congratulated myself on this, as 1 attach imieli more 
value to his mind and disposition than to his profe.ssioiial 
abilities, though th(\so are very well established. We 
converse toget^i'r mucli more about politics than about 
medicine. Ili.s viewv and ideas about (he present and 
fiiift'li?*?Wndition of France are lihi-ral, and not at all 
limited by personal attaclnnont or dislike. He knows 
that providence accepts no aid of party in its operations ; 
and like inyseli, ho looks, in human polic}”, to ideas, and 
not to men’s names. His thtuiglits proccc'd to the 
result, without troubling themselves through what clian- 
nel the ])assago is to be made ; and his mind is free 
from all prejudices and prepossessions, even those of 
liis religihus faith, which is sincere and fervent. 

Six servants, almost ;dl born or of long service in 
the family, complete our com^iary. All of them set out 
wdtli joyfiilness, and take a ocrgonal interest in tliis 
journey. Kach believes he is on his own private travels, 
and they all gaily brave the fatigues and perils upon 
which I have not deceived them. 

In the roadstead, at anchor off the little gulf of Mon- 
tredon, Qth July 1832. — I have oailed ; the billows have 
now our whole destiny in their powei\ 1 um no longer 


connected with my native land, fiave by the thought of 
those cherished beinM I still leave in it ; by the thought^ 
especially, of iiiy father and sisters. 

exjilaln to myself how — already verging towards 
the close of my youth, approaching that season of Hfo 
when man withdraws himself from the ideal w'orld to 
enter upon the world of earthly interests — I should 
have quitted iny beauteous and peaceful existence at 
Saint-Foint, and all the innocent delights of the do- 
mestic fireside, w hoso charm was a wife, and whoso 
enibollishment a child ; to ex^dain to myself, I say, why 
I wander at present on tlie vast sea towards unknown 
.sliore.s and an unknowm futurity, 1 am obliged to re- 
mount to the source of all my thoughts, ami to seek 
there the causes of my travelling tastes and sympathies. 
It is heeause imagination lias also its wants and its 
passions ! I was horn a poet, that is to say, more or 
les.s conversant with that iii)ble language, which God 
mldresscs to ail men, but more clearly to some, through 
the medium of his works. When young, I had heard 
this voice of nature, this Iniiguage formed of images 
and not of sonmls, in the mountains, in the forests, on 
the lakes, on tlie margin of the chasms and torrents of 
my own country, and of the Alps; 1 liad even trans> 
latt'd into written language some of tlioso accents that 
liad affected me, and whicli now in tlieir turn affected 
other minds ; hut those accents wore no longer suffi- 
cient for iiu? ; 1 liatl (.xliausU’d that small treasury of 
ilivine omiverso wliicli our soil of Europe utters to 
iiian-'-l tliirsted to listen to other spcciiiuMis on more 
lirilliant and more elo({ueiit shores. My imagination 
was enamoured with llie sea, the deserts, the moun- 
tains, till* manners, and the traces of God in the East. 
All my life liad tlie East been the dream of iny days of 
darkiu'ss, amidst the fogs of auUiinn and winter, in my 
native valley. My body, like niy soul, is a child of the 
.sun ; it mu-t liavc? light ; it needs that ray of life which 
beams not from the shattered ho.soin of our we.stera 
eloud.s, ))ijt from out the ih-pth.s of that jnirple sky 
wliieli rescnihies the mouth of the furnace ; those rays 
which are not mi’n'ly a lifht, hut a glowing slmwer, 
which caleiiK*, as tiny d(^e end, the white rocks, the 
sparkling ti'etli of the nioiiiitainqieaks, ami whicli tinge 
the ocean with red, like to a eoiillagration Heating on 
the waters! [ Jiad a craving to stir and knead in my 
hands a little of tliut land which had been the land of 
our first family, tin* land of prodigies; to see, to tra- 
verse, tlial gospel scenery, amid wliich was enacted the 
drama of divine wisdom in conflict with human error 
and p<'rver.*'ity ! — wlicre moral truth became a martyr, 
in ordiT to h-rtilise with its lilood a more perfect civi- 
lisation ! And then I was- I liad almost always hcea 
— a (’hri.stian in heart and in iinagiiiation ; my mother 
had made mo so ; I had soinetiiiies ceased to he so, 
•luring the less giK»d and juin? days of my early yoiitli ; 
misfortune and love, that complete love whicli purifies 
whatevrr it inllamcs, had eoiijoinlly driven me hack, 
at a laU.T period, into this first asylum of my thoughts, 
into those* coiLsolat ions of tlie heart wliieh one sti^vcs 
to resumiiiflii from liis reminiscences and hi.s hopes, 
wlu*ii all the luistle of the heart has fallen 'within us; 
when all the emptiness of life appears to us, after a 
p.assioii extiiigui.‘^lied,or a death wdiieh leaves us nothing 
to love. Thi.s (.'lirislianism of sentiment had once more 
become a sweet liahitiide of my thoughts ; 1 used often 
to say to myself. Where is truth, perfect, evldimt, and 
incoiitestihle, to be found \ If it he any in tlio 

heart — it is in tiiat/c/^ evidence against w)[ii»^*lithere is no 
reasoning that can prevail. But, truth in tlie mind is no 
w here complete ;* i I is with G od, and not w ith ns ; our eye 
is too narrow to absorb a single ray of it ; all truth, with 
respect to us, is only relative ; wliatevi'r is most useful 
t*) mankind will be truest also. The doctritie most ft'r-j 
tile in divine virtues, then, will be tluU which CQi:i^i^||| 
the greatest imniher of divine trutliJ^foir what h 
is true. All my religious logic stood at this 
philosophy did not ascend liigher; it ijiteraic**^'*' 

* In tlio original— Mais la veriti* do I'csprit 
part. 
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from doubts, those intemmahle dialogues of reason plete as to principles, it could not be delayed as to 
'with heiself ; it left me that religion of the heart which events ; it w’as a more question of days and hours. I 
harmonises so well with all the infinite sentiments of have wept over that family, which seemed condenmed 
the life of the soul, that religion which resolves nothing, to the destiny and to the blindness of (Jfcdipus ! I have 
but which pacifies every thing. deplored, above all, that divorce, without any necessity, 

^uiy 7^ seven 6^ clock of the evening * — I say to myself, between the past and the future. The former might 
This pilgrimage, if not as a Christian, at least as a man liave been so useful to the latter ! Liberty, and tho 
and a poet, would have so much pleased my mother ! progress of society, would have borrowed as much 
Her soul was so ardent, and coloured itself so quickly strength from that adoption as the ancient royal houses, 
and so completely with tho impression of places and tlio old families ajid old virtues, would have done from 


objects ! It was she whose soul would have exulted in 
presence of this sacred and now d(;serted theatre, on 
which was performed the great drama of the gospel — 
that complete drama, in which the human and tlie 
divine portion of our nature act each its part, the one 
crucifying, the other crucified ! This journey of tlio 
sou she loved so well, must be pleasing to her, in that 
heavenly mansion where I now seem to perceive Jier ; 
she will observe us ; she will plac(^ herself like a 
second providence between us and tho tempest, the 
simoom, and the Arab of the desei't ! She w ill jirott'ct, 
against every danger, her son, her daughter of adop- 
tion, and her grand-<laiighter, that visible angel of our 
destiny, whom we carry every where w ith us. i?he loved 
her so much ! she nested her look with such uii.sp(?ak- 
ablc tenderness, with such j)cnetrivtiiig pleasure, on the 
charming countenance of that infant, tlie last and fairest 
hope of her numerous goiK'ratioiis ! — ami, if tliere he 
imprudence in this enterprise*, on wdneh wo have so 
often mused together, she will obtain for ino a panlon 
on high in favour of tho motives, wliieli are, J.ovc*, 
Poetry, and Religion! 

The satne evening.- Politics return to assail us <‘ven 
here. France is heautiful when viewed in tlie upproach- 
ingfuture. A generation of men are rising, who will have*, 
by virtue of their later aiqu'arance, a complete discon- 
nection from our rancours and recriminations of forty 
years. Little matters it to them, that on«‘ may have 
belonged to this or tliat hateful denomination of our <.ld 
parties; these men went for nothing in tlios(* (piarn'ls ; 
they have neither j)n'judltes nor vengeajiet* in their 
iriinds. That generation pi&scnt themselves pure and 
vigorous oil the threshold of a new eari'm* ; but this 
careeiMvc are already blocking up with our hatreds, our 
passions, and our old disputes. L(’t us niabe way for it. 
How 1 should have loved to I'uter upon it in their naiiie ! 
to mingle my voice with tlieirs from that tribune which 
stillonly resounds wdth rcpiditions tliat have no echo in 
the future — tliat frihuno wli(*re the w’ea|»ons of warfari.* 
arc the names of men ! The liour would Iiave innv 
ai'rivcd for liglitiiig up the beaeoii of reason and nm- 
rality over our political temp<*sts, for establishing the 
new' social symbol which the world begins to foreknow 
and to comprehend — the .symbol of love ami charity 
among men, the evangelical politics ! 1 do not repruacli 
myself, at least, for my part, with any egotism in this 
respect; 1 would have sacrificed to this du'-’ i‘veii my 
travt'ls, that dream of iny imagination for sixtei*:» years ! 
May Heaven rousi; u]) some mi'ii for this work, for our 
politics make man aslian.ed, and cause tjie angels to 
weep! I)(?stiiiy grants one season in every age for 
humanity to ri'generate itself! tin* present is a season 
of revolution, ami men squamler it in tearing eacliotluT 
to pieces ! They give up to vengeance the season grunted 
by God for regeneration and advancenient ! 

Same dug y still at anchor.- TIk^ revolution of -July, 
which^^^s |ir<J^ou]idly ufilicted j le, hecause I 1 ov<m1, 
innately/Pb ' ofwi^and veiu-rahlo family of tlie Bourbons, 
because they hail both tlu; lovi^ and the blood of iny 
father, my grandfailie-, and all my relations, because 
the^hould liave '.a 1 also r.^ne if (boy had wLshed it— 
tlw revolution, notwilhstanding, dbf not irritate me, 
because it did not astonish me. I sa it approaching 
ia>m afar ; nine montlis before the fahtl day, the fall of 
le mona; ‘ wired to me w r tten in the very iiamcij 
^tho mfen ked with its government. These men 
‘ ^ faithful, but tiiey belonged to another 

^i^hool of lliought ; while the ideas of 
Wing in one direction, tlie^ .vei., pre- 
another j ^bc separation was com- 


them. It would have been at once so jiolitic and so 
pleasant not to have separated France into two hostile 
camps, into two opposing interests, but to have moved 
on together, the one party pressing forward tboir steps, 
and the otlier retarding theirs, in order not to bo dis- 
joined on the route. All tliis isiicnvonly a dream. Tho 
fact must be regretteil, but time must not he lost in 
uselessly recalling such tilings to memory. Wo must 
act, wc; must move forward ; this is tlie law of nature, 
the law of God. I regri't, that what is calk'd tin; royalist, 
party, wliich embraces so much tah'ut, infiueiice, ami 
virtue, should wish to make a ]»ause on tlie rjiicstioii 
of July. It w'as not com])romised in that alfair, wliicli 
w'as a mere affair of tin' palace, of intrigue, of a cliipie, 
ill which the gn'ut majority of royalists had no part. 
It is always allowalile, always honourable, to fake a 
share in the misfurtunes of otln.'rs ; but one ought not to 
make himself a gratuitous accomplice in an error wliich 
ho did not commit ; wc owglit to loave to whoever vin- 
<licates it the fault of state revolutions, and of the retro- 
grade inoveim'iit ;toj)ityaml bi'wail tlii'angnst victims of 
a fatal mistake ; toabjiiri' noiiglit of those uffeetions that 
ar(j hoiiourabliJ to tiiem ; not to ri.'pudiate hopes wbieb, 
though remote, are legitimate; ami, in om; wc)rd, to 
return into tbii ranks of the eiti/.ens, to think, speak, 
act, and combat, along with that family ol’ families, the 
country, lint let ns drop tJiis subji’ct. \V(* sliall see 
J’rance again in two years. May tJod protect lu'r, ami 
all tb.'it is <lear and excelk.'ut in every party wi; leave 
bchiml ns! 

Julg J{ : nndrr .sy/? 7.- Tliis day, at half-iiast five 
in the morning, wc* got nmler way. Some friends of 
few days’ stamling, but of much affection, ba<l outriscii 
the sun, in ordm* to su*comi>auy us some mik'S to si-a, 
and thus postpom* their adieus. 'J'be brig glided along 
a smooth sea, rmq)id ami him*, like* tlu* water of a shady 
spring in tlu* rock. Scarcely did Liu* weight of the yards 
- those longanns of the vess(*l load(.‘d with sails — cause 
a slight inclination of each si<le alteriiati'Iy ; a young 
man from Mai*s<-i Iks (,M. Autrun) reeited to ns some 
admiraldo v< rses, in w hich lie confided his vows for our 
salety to the wimls and tlu* billows. W e wen; alfecled 
by this separation from the land, by those thonglits tliat 
Hew hack to the shore, tliat traversed Frovenci*, and 
proc(M:ded towards my fatlu'r, my sisters, my friends; 
by tliose- adk us, tliosi.i verses, that fine out^^hado^villg 
of Marseilles, wliich was retiring and diminishing muler 
onr view, ami by that houndk ss sea wliieli was to 
j hecoiiH* for so long a w hile our only eountry. 

( di, Mai'seilles ! oh, I’raiice ! Tliou deservedst better ! 
This age, this country, these young men, w en^ worthy 
of iiijilating a true poet, of ' i wlu 

engrave a w'orld and an i*pocli in the Iiarmo^u)^sj,j^ue- 
ijiory of mankind ! lint as for iiu* — I feel it proiouiidly 
• — I am but uno of those men without stamp, of a tran- 
.silory and effaced epoch, some of w'hose sighs liave had 
ail echo, becauso tlio echo is more poetical than the 
poet. However, I belonged to auotlu*r period by iny 
inclinations ; 1 liave often felt in riiy.sclf another man ; 
horizons immense, infinite, luminous with poetry at once 
pliiloRophic, t!pic, religious, and new, were scattered in 
confusion before me ; hut, in punishment of my mad 
and lost season of youth, these horizons w'cre V(.*ry 
quickly closed again. I felt them too vast for my 
physical forces ; J clo.scd my eyes, not to he tempted to 
precipitate myself into them. F'arewell, tlicii, to thoso 
reveries of geiiiu.s, of iutellectual jileasure ! It is too 
late! I shall sketch, perhaps, a few scenes, I shall 
murmur a few songs, and all that will be said is tlii.s — 
“ Make way for others and, 1 perceive it with plea- 
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there are others coming. Nature was never 
ftoro fertile in promises of genius than at this moment, 
fwhat men we shall have in the lapse of twenty years, 
fif all should reach to manhood ! 

^ However, if God were pleased to gi*ant my prayer, 
this is all 1 should implore of him : a poem according 
to my heart and to his ! — a visible, living, animated, and 
coloured imago of his visible and invisible creations. 
Here would bo a hue inheritance to leave to this world 
of darkness, doubt, and sorrow ! an aliment whieh would 
nourisli it, wliich would renew its youth for a century ! 
Oh ! why cannot I give this to it, or, at least, give it to 
myself, although even no other person should hear a 
verse of it ! 

Same day, at three oV/ocA:, at sea . — The cast wind, 
whieh dlspiitt's the way witli u.s, lias blown with more 
force; the sea has riscai and whitened; the captain de- 
(ilart's that lie must regain the coast, and anchor in a 
hay two hours’ sail from Marseilles. Hero wo are, 
tlu'ii ; the billows rock us swcHitly ; the sea speaks, as 
tli<^ sailors .say ; a rnnrinuriiig is heard in the distance, 
resembling tlio hum that issues from a large city. This 
tlireateuiug language of the sea, tlui iirst we havt; Inward, 
resounds witli a solemn clfcct in the car and in the 
breast of those who are alioiit to have.* such close con- 
versation witli it for so long a pt'riod. 

(hi our left, we see the islaiuls of romcgiu; and the 
castl(‘ of If, an old fortri'ss, with grey, round towers, 
ei’ounlnga naked and slate-coloured rock; ahead, over 
a lufly (Maist, iutei’weetod witli W'liitisli elilfs, are mnuerous 
eoinitry-.si'ats, whosi' garcb'ii.s, suiTounded Iiy walls, only 
allow to he })ereeived the tups of the sliriihhery, or the 
green areades of tins vine ai-liours ; .seareoly a milt* 
farther u[) tin* country, on an isolated and naked elova- 
tioii, ajtpear the I'ttrt and lOiapel of Gur Lady of I’ni- 
ii ctioji (>totre-l)unu.* do la ( larde), a jdact^ of ]>ilgrini- 
age Ibi* tlie, inariutn’s <if J’ruveiiee befori^ their dejiarture, 
and at their rt'tiirn froiii every voyage. This nuirning, 
witlioni our Unowledgt*, at the very inonumt when tiui 
wind was lilling our sails, a .Mar.seille.se woman rose 
before ilayhri‘ak,and, aceoiiipaiiied fiy her children, went 
tt) j>ray for us (»n the summit of Ibis inoiuitaiii, from 
whence lid* friendly glance jierceived, without doubt, 
our \(\ss( I !ik(.‘ a white speck on tlio water. 

W hat a world is that world of ]trayer ! What in- 
visible hut alhpowerliil lii* is this between beings, 
known or unknow n to eacli other, and j»raying in coin- 
]»nny or in se[iaration for one anotlier ! It has always 
apjiearcd to me that i>rayer — that instinct .so unerring 
of oiir pow('rh'ss iiatiir«' — formed tlu^ only real power, 
or at least the groati-st power, of mankind ! Man <*aii- ! 
not conC('ive its result, hut what can he coiieeivi- { The 
lll'el^ssity that inqu'l.s man to lireathe, ]»roveS to liim, i»f 
itself, tliar air is uee( s.sai’V to life. Tile iustiuct. of 
prayer also iiroxes to tlie seal the etlicaey of prayer: 
let ns pray, tlieii! And thou, w ho hast insf)inHl unto 
ns this inar\elloMs power of commuiiicatioii with thy- 
self, with creatures and worlds invi.sible, do thou, oh, 
my God ! hear us most favourably ; favour us beyond 
onr desires ! 

Same day, elrveii o'clock at ntyhl . — A splendid moon 
appears to Jiover en'twer-n tlio masts, yards, and rig- 
ging, brigs of war, anchored not far from us, 

i>etsveen our anchorage ami the dark mountains of Var ; 
the cordage of both vc.sscls stands out in relief to the 
ey(^ oil the him* and purple liehl of the oveiiiiig sky, 
like the lihre.s of a gigantic and lleshless skeleton, seen 
from a. distnm i by tlm pale and steady lamp-lights of 
\V cstininster or JSt Denis. 'ro-moiTow', thc.se skeloton.s 
are to awaken into life, to expand their swelling wings 
like ourselves, and Hy away like birds of tho ocean, to 
porch on other shores. AVe cau hear, from the point 
where 1 am, the sharp and modulated whistle of the 
boatswain superintending the duty— tlie roll of the 
flruin — tin? voice of the otticor of the deck. The colours 
glide downward from the mast; the boats remoiiut the 
quarter with tho rapid and living gesture of animatetl 
creatiu’cs. Ail is once more silence on board of these 
ve.ss('l.s and of our own. 

Formerly, men did not commit themselvcB to sleep 


on this deep and treacherous bed of the ocean, without 
raising their souls and voices to God, without rendering 
homage to their sublime Creator, in the midst of alt 
these stars, and billows, and mountain-summits— of all 
these channs and dangers of the night ; yes, an evening 
prayer arose from every vessel ! Since tho revolution 
of July, this is done no longer. Prayer expired on tho 
lips of that old liberalism of tho eighteenth century, 
which had in itself nothing of life, save its cold hatred 
to the concerns of tlio soul. That sacred breath of 
man, which the children of Adam had transmitted, 
along with their joys ami their griefs, as far as our 
times, wa.s extinguished in France during our season 
of dispute and pride ; wo mixed up the Almighty in our 
quarrels. The sliadow of God causes fear in certain 
men. Those insects — w liieli have just bcoii bom, which 
arc to die to-morrow, whose barren dust will in a few 
days bo scattered by the wind, wliosc blanched bones 
these eternal waves will cast on some rocky shore- 
are afraid to confess, by a singU> gesture, the infinite 
Being, whom the lieavc'iis ami the ocean testify; they 
di.sdain to name him who has not disdained to create 
them; and all this for what reason? Because these 
men wear a iinilorin, hecaiLso they can calculate as 
far as a certain (*:wtent of iiLinibers, and because they 
call themselves T'riuichnien of tin; nineteenth century ! 
Happily, the niiietecntli eiMitury is passing away, and 
1 perceive a better approaching, an age truly religious, 
ill which, if men do not confess God in tlic siinie lan- 
guagt*, and under the same symbols, tlujy will at least 
confess him under every symbol, and in every laii- 

gU!lg<! ! 

Same niyht.— I liavo hecn walking an hour on tho 
de<‘k of the vessel alem*, and making these sad or con- 
.solatory ri'Hections ; 1 liave been iiiurmiiriiig from my 
heart and from my lips all the prayers 1 learned from 
my mother wli(‘ii i was a child. The verses and frag- 
im nts of j.isalins whicli 1 have heard her so often 
mutter in a. low^ voice, during onr evening walk in tho 
alley of tlie garden of MiJIy, ritso again to my memory, 
and I ('ujoyed a deep and eIos(*-felt pleasure in pouring 
them forth, in iny turn, to the waves, to tho wind, to 
that ear whitdi is always open, and to which no move- 
ment of tin; luart or of the lips is ever lost! The 
}>rayer which we have luanl breathed hy some one 
whom w<; loved, aiul whom we have s<-on expire, is 
douldy s:iere<l ! ANTio among us docs not pri'for the 
few' words his mother taught liim, to the finest Iiytmis 
which he might liiiuself eomjiosc*? For thi.s reason it 
is, that, whatever sect oui* reason inclines us to adopt 
at tin? ag<* of reason, the prayer of t’hri.stiaiiity will 
ever he the prayer of tlie huinaii race. I have thus 
olfered up in solinido the prayers for the evening and 
for tlio sea, in helialf of that wife w ho makes no calcu- 
lation of danger wlu u uniting herself to my fate, and 
of that fair child wlni was sporting meantime on the 
d«'ek, or inside of the Imat, with the goat that is to 
yield to her its milk, or w ith the pretty and gentle grey; 
In.iiinls, that lick her white liainls, and nibble her long 
fair hair. 

Sine in the mnrniny, under sail , — During the night, 
the wind changed and fri'shi'iied ; I heard from my 
cabin on tho deck helow’, the footsteps, voices, and 
plaintive song of the seamen, resouiKlvng for a long 
while over my head, along with the clanging of the 
chaiii-cahle, as they securi-d again tho anchor to^the 
hows. They were getting undi*r way ; we*’'.: pro- 

ceeding on oiii* route. Again I fell asleep. When I 
awoke, and opened tho port to gaze on the coast of 
Frunct', which we were so close to the evening before, 

I saw no longer any thing save the immense sea, clear, 
naked, and gently rustling, with only two vessels, tw’o 
lolly ves.scls, rising up like two hindniarks, like pyra- 
miiis of the ilesert in the boundless distance. 

'J'lic wave gently eares.si;d the full and rounded quar- 
ters of our hx'ig, and bubbled pleasingly under nay 
narrow window, to wdiich the foam sometimes rose in 
slendei' white garlands ; it was like the unequal, varied, 
confused sound of the warbling of swallow's, when the 
suji is rising over a field of corn. There areharmomes 
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between all the elements, just as tliere is a general har- 
mony between material and intellectual nature, livery 
thought has its counterpart in some visible object, which 
repeats it like an eclu), reflects it Iflio a mirror, and 
renders it perceptible in two ways : to the senses by the 
image, to thought by thought ; such is the bouiidlcHs 
poetry of this doubleness of creation I Men call tliis 
comparison: comparison is genius. To coiii}>are, is the 
art. or instinct of discovering additional words in that 
divine language of imivcrsiil analogies, which God alone 
possesses, but part of which lie permits certain men to 
attain. 'This is why the propiujt or sacred poet, and 
the poet or profane prophet, were of old every where 
regarded as divine beings. At this day they are viewed 
as mad, or, at the very least, useless creatures : this is 
logical, for, if you reckon as every thing the material 
an<l palpable world — that part of nature which resolves 
itself into numbers and dimensions, into money and 
physical enjoyments' — you do well to despise those men 
who preserve only the culture of moral b(‘jnity, the idea 
of God, and that language of images and of iiiysterioiis 
relations between the visible and the invisible 1 VVliat 
does this language demonstrate ! God and immortality ! 
but these are nothing to you I 

July 10, at anchor in the little yulf of La 0'r)/^//.-^The 
favourable breeze that sprang up for a moment, soon 
died away fx'om our sails, whicli, drooping along tlie 
masts, left them to vibrate at the pleasure of the feebl(*st 
wave. A fine imago of those characters that want de- 
cision — that moving cunv'nt of the luiman soul — irre- 
solute characters that fatigue those who ])Ohsi?ss them : 
such characters aro more exhausted by feebleness than 
they would bo from those courageous exertions whicdi 
a rigorous lirrimess of will impresses on men of energy 
and activity ; just as ships aro more annoyed on a s<'a 
unrutHed by tin? wind, tlian undi'r tlio iinjuilso of a 
fresh breeze that drives and sustains tlioiu over the 
foaming billows. 

WhetluT by clianoo, or through some secret ma- 
nceuvre of our ofiicers, w'(^ find ourselves obi ig«'(l, on 
account of tho w'iml, to enter at thri'o o’clock tlio d»^- 
h’glitful bay of La (.’iotat, a small town on tlio coast of 
Provence, where our captain, and almost all our sea- 
men, have their houses, wives, and cliildreii. rmler 
shelter of a little mole, which projects from a pleasant 
rising gromid, i|uito clothed with vines, fig-tr<‘es, and 
olives, like* a friendly hand held out to sailors from tho 
shore, we let fall tlio amdior. Tlie water is perfectly 
smooth, and so traiisi^arent, that at the di^plh of twenty 
feet w’e can perceive the gleam of the stones and shells, 
the iiiidulatioiis of the long inarino jdants, and the dart- 
ing inuveiueiit of thousamls (/f fishes with glittering 
scales, tliosi! JiidJeii treasures in the bosom of tlie sea, 
which is e<|ually rich and inexhaustible as the laiul in 
vegi lation and inhabitants, fate is found everywhere, 
ami So is Intellect ! All nature is auim d, all natnn! 
feels and thinks I He who doi s not s<*e this, has nev(U’ 
jrefleeted on the inexhaustible f<*rtility 6f creative 
thought ! It ought uot to liuvi! stopped, nor has lieeii 
able to stop; intinity is peopled; und’w herever there 
is life, there also is scntinient ; and tlioiiLdit hasAvithout 
doubt iimMpval grades, but has no vacuum. Would you 
have a physical disuoiistration of this,' Look at a drop 
of water iiruhu* the solar mieroscopo ymi will thert; see 
thouiiantis of worlds gravitating ; you wiil see worlds in 
theUarva of an insect; ajid if yon succeeded in again 
decohijKOsinjj each of these thousands of w'orlds, iriillioiis 
of Other universes would still appear to you ! If from 
these iiMrnbej'less ami infinitely smail worlds you sud- 
denly raise your view' to die imiuim-rable great globes of 
the celestial vault, if you pln'’ge i;,to the milky way, that 
incalcul^blo dust, so to speak, suns, each of whicli 
. rules over a system of gioh' s larger than the earth and 
the moo% yjjg iut« lect i i shattered by the weight of 
such oalcdlEHi^: but tho soul can sustain them, and 
glorifibs having its place in this great work- 
manship, strength to coinprelw ud it, in having 

an himulee to bless and adore its Author l Oh, my God ! 
\what h worthy prayer does nature become to him who 
thee thero^ who there discovers thee under every 


form, and who comprehends some syllables of its mute 
language, wliich, mute though it is, tells of every thing ! 

Ifay of La dotal ^ eleven at night. — The wind has 
died away, and there is no ajipearance of its return. 
The surface of the bay is without a rufilo ; the sea is so 
smooth that one can distinguish here and there thd 
impression of the transparent wings of the moustiques* 
which float on its glassy surface, and which alone tar- 
nish it at present. See, then, to what a degree of 
calmness and repose that element can descend, which 
bears the threc-dcclcer Avithout feeling her weight, which 
can gnaw away whole leagues of coast, Avear down hills, 
split rocks, and shatter mountains, by tho shock of its 
roaring billoAvs ! Nothing is so gentle as that Avliiclx is 
powerful. 

We are to go ashore, at tho earnest request of our 
captain, who Avishes to introduce us to liis wile, and 
sliow 113 liis house. The town resembles tli« pretty 
towns in the kingdom of Najili.^s, on tlie coast of Gaeta. 
All is radiant, gay, .serene ; cxistencf^ is a continual 
feast in the climates of the south. Happy is the man 
who is born and Avho dies under a sunny sky I Above 
all, happy is he avIio lias his liouse — the house and gar- 
den of Ills fathers — on tho borders of that sea avIioso 
e\'ery wave is a sparkle that darts its light and its 
sj>lendonr on the land ! The lofty mountains excepted, 
which borrow the white lustre of their summits and 
horizons from the snows that cov»*r them, from the sky 
into Avhicli tlnw penetrate — no site in the interior of 
countries, liowevt'r joyous and graceful it ho rendered 
)>y hills and tri'es and rivers, can vie iu beauty with the 
spots that aro bath(.'d by tho Avaves of the .south. Tlio 
si“a is to tli(i landscape what the eye is to a fine fairo; 
it lightens up the scene, and imjiarts to it that radiance 
and expression whicli mak('S it to live and .speak, to 
(Michaut ami fascinate the contemplative eye. 

Same dag, — It is night, that is to say, Avhat is ealliMl 
night in these elimati.'S. How many days less light 
have I not counted on tlio vi’lvet .s!op(‘s i»f Richmond 
Hill in I’kigland I in the fogs of tlie 'riiaiiies, the Seine, 
the .Sadne, or tl\e lake of Geneva ! A full moon as(;ends 
in tin; tivmaiiUMit ; she leaves in th(^ shade our dark 
brig, wliieh vepusf's mol ionless a short distance from 
tin; ({nay. 'riic moon, on lier progi'ess, has l<.*ft behind 
lier as it ^verl^ a train of ix'd sainl, with Avhich slie seems 
to liavo .strewed one-lialf of tin? .sky ; tho jvinainder is 
blue, and whitens np as sin; apj)roa(‘]ies*. At a horizon 
nearly two miles distant, between t wo small islamlsi, ono 
of Avhieli has loftyyellow eliils vi'si'iubling th(' Coliseum 
at Konie, ami the otluu- is violi.t, like; the flowers of the 
lilac, there appears on the Avater tin' mirage of a gnuit 
(tity — the eye i.« deeeivi'd in this: one .sees domes 
glittering, p:ilac(M with dazzling faemles, long quays 
iimndatetl witli a sweid: and serene ligiit; to tlie right 
and h'ft the billows whitei and .seem to envelope it; 
om; Avould say it was Venice or Malta sleeping on tho 
bosom of tlie Avattirs. It is neither an island nor a 
town — it is tlierevin lK'rated light of tlie moon from tho 
point of the sea directly under her disc; still nearer 
ns, this reverberation extends and prolongs itsi'lf, and 
roll.s a river of gokl and .silver between two banks of 
azure. On our left tho bay carriejf'ont to an elevated 
lieadlaml the long and .sombre chain of 
.si_rrated hills; to the right then; is a narrow ami eii- 
coiiq)assod valley, where tiierc flows a beautiful foun- 
tain, under the shade of .some trees ; beliind avo liavo 
a higher Jiill, covered to tho V(;ry .summit Avitli oUa'cs, 
Avliich the night, causes to appear lilack ; from the top 
of this hill, down to the sea, some grey towers, and 
small white hoii.sos, pierce here and there throimh the 
monotonous obscurity of the olives, and attract tlio eye 
and tho tliought to tho dAVcllings of man. IMoro distant 
still, and at the extremity of the bay, three enormous 
rocks seem to rise, Avithoiit any base, from tho water; 
thoyare of singular forms, rounded like pebbh'.s, polished 
by tho Avaves and tempests : those ])obbles aro moun- 
tains, the gigantic freaks of a primitive ocean, of which 
oiu’ bcas are, Avithout doubt, but a feeble image ! 

^ A species of gnat, found also in Amorico. 
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July 12.— Wo have visited tlio captain’s house, which mountains, or oil tho blue and greenish waves of the 
Is a pretty dwelling, modest but ornamented. Wo wore sea that bathes them. The sea breaks there incessantly, 
received by his young wife, who appeared to suffer from and from tho wave, which strikes mth a dull alteiWt- 
sadness at the sudden departure of her husband. I ing sound against the rocks, there arc darted forth, as 
proposed to take her on board, and that she sliould it were, tongues of white foam, that lick the salt sea- 
aocajppany us during the voyage, which would l>e shore. These heaped-up portions of mountains, for 
l(^Jar than tho aver.'igo trips of a merchant vessel, they are too large to be calhjd rocks, liave been heaved 
Hei* state of healtli wa.s an obstacle to this arrange- and piled in such confusion overono another, that they 
ment ; alone, and without children, she would have to form an innuinerahle quantity of narrow creeks, pro- 
count long (lays, perhaps long years, during tlic absence found vaults, sonorous grottoes, and sombre caverns, 
of her liusbanci. Her mild iind feeling (‘xpressioii boro whose patlnvays, windings, and exits, are knQwii only 
the impress of that melancholy j)rospect, and tliat soli- to the cliildren of two or three fishers* cottages in the 
tilde of heart. The hou.so resembled a Flemish one ; nt^ighbourlKMxl. One of these caverns, into which you 
its walls were tapestried with portraits of the vessels penetrate by tho depressed- arch of a natural bridge, 
which the captain liad commanded. Not far from this, covered with an enormous block of granite, gives access 
he took us to tho country to see a house wliich he was, to the sea, and tlam ojxms out upon a naiTow and 
although young, pre})aniig as an asylum, to which lie obscure valley, which the sea fills entirely with its 
might retire from tho wind and the wave. I was well waves, here always limpid and smooth, liko the sky in 
pleased at having seen the rural establishment where a lovely night. This is a little sheltered bay known to 
this man was planning out beforehand repose and the fishermen, whciv, whilst the billows are racing and 
happiness fur liis old age. I have always loved to got foaming without, and sliaking the ilanks of the coast 
acfiuaiiited with the fireside, the domestic circumstances, with their slmck, tho smallest lioats can lie under 


of those with whom 1 have had necessary iiitercour.se 
in this world. 'ITieso things are a part of thcmselvi's, 
and form a second external pliysiognomy that supplies 
a key to tlicir character and their destiny. 

Tlic gri^ater part of our seamen belong also to those ' 
vilhvgi^s. Mild, ]>ions, gay, and laborious men they ai*(‘, 
managing the wind, the tempest, and the wave, witli 
the saiiui calm and silent n'gnlarity that our lui.sbund- 
imm of Saint-Foiut handle tlie harrow or the })lough ; 
they are ploughmen of tho sea, peaceful and musical 
like the men of our valleys, w'hen they follow, by tho 
rays of the morning sun, their long sinokiiig furrows 
on th(' Ilanks of their hills! 

Julif l.'b — I laving awoko early this morning, I lieanl 
tho voices ('f tho sailors on deck, mingled with tlio 
crowing of tli(> cock, and hh'ating of the goat and sh(!cp. 
Some women’s and children’s voices completisl the 
illusion— I might have imagined myself lying in the. 
wood(^n chamber of a p<*asanf 's cottage?, on tho banks of 
the lake of /iirich, or of Soleiire. 1 went on deede ; it 
■was some «.»f oiir seamen’s eliildreii whom (ludr mothers 
had brought on board. T'Ik? lathers were making them 
hit on the whip’s guns, or holding them upright on tho 
bulwarks, or laying tlieni down in tlio boat, or rocking 
them in tlie Iiaiiiiuoeks, with that tciideniess in their 
aceeiil, and tho.se tears in tlna’i* eyes, whieli mother.s or 
luir.ses inigiit hav«' displayed, i 1 rave fellows ! having 
hearts of Hint again.st danger, but women’s bearts for 
those tliey love — rough or mild, Iik(? the (hnnent to 
whicli they al^? .«^o familiariseil. Tad, him bo slu.'plierd 
or sailor, tlui man wlii» lias a fanoly, lias a heart 
kneaded, so to s})eak, N\lth kindly and praiseworthy 
sentinieiit.s. Tlie family-spirit is the second soul of 
linmaiiity ; modern legi.slatni-s liave too inucli neglecteil 
it; they think only of nations and of individuals; they 
omit to consider families, tho only source of a pure and 
a powi'rful population, tho sanctuary of traditions and 
of morals, in which all the soeial virtues are retempennl. 
Lcgi.slation, eveii^Tter the diHu.sioii of ('hri.stiaiiity, lias 
been lj;^)avpw8 in tl.is resyteet ; instead of inviting men 
to indu^ij tho family-spirit, it reyjiilsc.s tln'in from such 
indulgence I It interdicts one-lialf of mankind from 
wife and cliild, from the ownership of a tire.side and ;i 
Held ; these blcssiiig.s were due from it to every one, .so 
soon as ho reached tho ago of manhood ; it wa.s only 
called upon to deny thorn to culprits. A family in a 
miniature of society at large ; but it is a society in 
which the laws aro natural, because tliey art? tho ex- 
pression of feelings. JCxcommuiiication from the privi- 
lege of family miglit have constituted tlio groate.st 
reprobation, tho last witlieriiig effV.et of tho law; it 
would liave been the only capital punishment under a 
ChrLstian and humane legislation: tho sanguiimry 
penalty of di'ath .would have been abolished ages ago. 

«/u/y, sfill at anchor, the winj/beiny contrary . — A mile 
to the westward, along tho coast, the mountains are 
j shattered as if by powerful- hammering ; enormous 
[ fragments have fallen here and there at the feet of tho 


shelter; you can scarcely ]»erceive in it that slight 
bubbling of a sy)ring tliat falls in a sheet of water. Tho 
.sea preservt.-d there that beautiful colour of a gi’eenish 
mulixTry yellow, which painters of marine scenery find 
.so [x-rceptiblo to tho ey<', but which they can never 
I exactly traiister to canvass, for the eye secs more than 
' the hand can imitate. 

On the two Hanks of this marine valley, there ascend 
out of sight two wall.s of roclis almost ])erpendicular, 
sombre, and of a uniform colour, resembling that of 
iron dross sonu? time after it has fallen from tho fur- 
nace. No plant, no inoss, can Hiid there even a slit to 
suspend itself by and take root, to cause to float thero 
llioso garlands of //V///c.s' and tho.so flowers which one 
sees so often undulating on the walls of tlio rocks of 
Savoy, at h(?iglits where ( Jod alone can inhale them ; 
naked, stoeyi, dark, rcpuFivi; to the ey(', these rocks aro 
only tlierc to defend from th(‘ .s('a air the hills of vines 
ami olives that vegi-tato under it.s shelter ; images of 
those iiKMi tliat rule over an iq»och or a nation, exposed 
to all the injuries of time and ti'iiijiest, in order to pro- 
tect iiKtre foohle and more happy nii-n. At the bottom 
of tiie lilllo hay, the sea wiiieiis a little, serpentiiU'S, 
takes a clearer lint in )>roport.ion as it discovers more 
sky, and toruiiiiatos at length in a Hue .slieet of water, 
reposing on a bed id’ small violet .shells, bruised and 
coiiipa(?t like sand. If you land from tho boat that has 
carried you thus far, you Hnd to tlie left, in the hollow 
a I'aviiu', a cool and jmre .spring of fresh water; 
then, on turning to the right, a stony gnat walk, rough 
ami preeijutous, shaded hy wild Hg-trei*s, and by med- 
lars, which leads down from the eulllvatod grounds to 
this .solitude of the waters. I ’lwv spots have so much 
struck me, or allun'd me so poweiTully in my journey- 
ings. It is that, p'-rfect hlemling of strength and 
;vac('fulness which constitutes complete beauty in the 
harmony (if 4io elemeiit.s, as well as in animated or 
iiitelleetnal nature. It is tiiat mysterious wedlock of 
iht* laud ami tlu' .s('a, surjirised, so to speak, in their 
most intimate and most curtained union. It is that 
image of calm and most inaccessible solitude, side by 
side witli that stormy and tumultuous theatre of tho 
t('inpests, and close iqion the roar of its billow's. It is 
OIK' of those numberless mastf'rpiocea of the cr.'ation 
which ( Jod has seatteix'd everywhere, as f to sport with 
contrasts, but which it plea.sos him mo.st often to hido 
under the unattainahlo summit of a precipitous moun- 
tain, in the de|ith of an inaccessible ravine, or on the 
most unapproachahle reefs of the ocean, like jew'cls of 
nature which sho only discovers, and that I’arely, to 
siniplo men, to shepherds, to Hshermen, to travellers, 
to poets, or to tho pious contemplation anclioritc.s. 

Ju/// 14.— At ten o’clock, a w'cstcrly breeze springing 
up ; at three o'clock, up anchor ; wo soon had uotning 
but sea and sky for our horizon ; sea sparkling ; soft 
and cadciiced movement of the brig ; murmuring of the 
wave as regular as tho respiration of the human breast. 
This regular altoniation of tho wave of the wind in the 
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sail, recntv in all the movements and in all the soundi else moment when the lower limb of the snn, refracted 
of nature : may it not be that she also respires ? Yet upwards as it is by one half of the disc, seems to touch 
undoubtedly ; she breathes, she lives, she thinks, sh the water, and float on it for an instant, before being 
Buffers and enjoys, she feels, she ailorcs her divi entirely immersed — raises his voice and exclaims^ 
Author ! He did not make death : life is the symbol “Gentlemen, prayers !” All conversation ceases ; every 
all his works ! game is closed ; the seamen throw overboard their still 

Jidy 15, out at sea^ eight o'clock at night . — We hav lighted cigar, they doff their Greek red-woollen <^ps, 
seen, gradually sinking, the last peaks of the gre hold them in their hands, and come and kneel between 
mountains on the coasts of I’Yaiice and Italy, till th the two masts. The youngest of tliem opens the book 
blue and sombre line pf the sea, at the horizon, sub of prayer, and sings the J vg waris and the litanies, 
merged^ the whole. The eye, at this moment of th with a tender, plaintive, and grave melody, that seems 
known horizon’s disappearance, runs over the floatiiij to have been inspired by thoughts of the surrounding 
desert of space that surrounds it, like some unfortiinat element, and by that restless melancholy of the last 
who has lost successively every object of his afteetioii hours of day, when all the recollections of the land, tlio 
and habitudes, and scarclics in vain for an object oj cottage, the fireside, ascend from the heart to tiie medi- 
wJiich his heart may repose. tations of those simple men. The sliades of evening 

The sky becomes tho grand and only sceiwj of con are about to descend once morn upon tiui waters, and 
templation ; then tho view falls down again upon thai to ovei-shroud, in tlioir dangerous obscurity, the path 
imperceptible point, drowned, as it were, in space, tliai of the mariners and the lives of so many beings, who 
narrow vessel now forming the entire universe of those liavc now no other beacon-light but Providence, no 
whom it conveys. other asylum but in that invisible hand wJiich sustains 

The boatswain is at tho helm ; his manly and impas them on tlie waters. If prayer was not born with man 
Bible countenance, his firm and vigilant regard, now Iiiinself, it must have been hero that it was invented, 
fixed on the compass in the binnacle, and now on th. by men left alone with their thouglits and their feoble- 
ship’s head, to trace, through tlu' fore-rigging, his conrso iu‘ss, in presence of that abyss of the firmament, where 
through the waters ; liis right hand grasping the tiller, their vi(‘w is lost in confusion, and of that abyss of tho 
and by its movement impressing his will outlie immense sea from which only a frail plank divides them; in 
mass of the vessel. Every thing in his appearance indi hearing of that roar of the ocean, when it growls, hisses, 
cates the importance of his charge — the late of the vessc howls, ami bt‘lh>ws, lik(^ the voices of a thousand savage 
and the lives of thirty persons revolving in his ample beasts; amid those Idasts of the t(‘mp(!st that make tho 
forehead, and giving energy to his robust arm. rordago utter so shrill a sound ; at the approaches of 

In the fore part of tlui deck, the sailors are to be seei night which magnifies every danger, and multiplies 
in groups, seated, standing, or reclining on tho i)lanks ,'v’ery terror. liut j)raycT was nev«T invi!iite<l ; it was 
of shining fir, or on the cahl«‘s rolled in vast spirals* horn out of the first sigh, tlie first joy, (he first grief of 
pome mending the old sails M'ith large iron needles, iim tJie liumaii lu'art, or rather man was only born for 
BCeming as earnest ou the neatness of thi’ir tasks as prayex’; to glorify God, or to ini])Iort.* him, this was his 
girls tliiii, CTnbroi<ler their marriage veil or tho curtail only mission hero below*. Iv* ery tiling else perishes 
of their virgin bed ; others l(?aning over the bulwarks heforo him or with him ; but tho cry of glory, of adini- 
viewing, without perceiving them, the foaming waves :*atioii, or of love, whiidi lie raises up to Go<l, though 
just as we look at the pavement of a road tliat we havt i, passes away along the earth, doi.s not p(*rish ; it 
a hundred times travelled, and carelessly giving to tin. roasceuds, it resounds from ag<< to age, in the ear of 
wind the puHs of smoke from their pipes of red clay. iod, as tho echo of His own voiei‘, as a ndleetioii of 
One is giving drink to the fowls in their long troughs : lis magiiificence ; it is the only thing that is c.omphdely 
another holds out a handful of liay for the goat to iivine in man, and which he can exhale with joy and 
nibble, grasj)ing its horns with the other hand; while ivith pride; for that pridi' is a hoinago to Him who 
others again are playing witli two beautiful sheep that alone can Iiave it — to tin* infinite Being, 
are roosted ill the large boat suspended he-tweeii (ho two Scarcely liad wo each revolved, in silence, these 
masts: these poor animals raise their restless heail; houghts, or others similar to them, when a cry arose 
over tho gunwale, and jierceiving nothing hut llu^ undu- rom Julia, who was on tho side of the vi'ssel facing the 
lating plain whitened with foam, they bleat after the ‘ustward. Afire mi the sea! A ship on fire! Wo 

rocks and dry moss of their iiativt', mountains. ushi'd to see this distant coiillagratioii on the w^aters. 

At the extremity of the vessel — the horizon of this i fact, a large niass of fin? aj)peare«l floating to the 
floating world — is seen the sharp prow preceded by its ‘astward on tho extn*mity of tho horizon of the sea ; 
mast, the bowsprit, inclining to the sea: this mast pro- hen, rising and rounding itself in a few minutes, we 
jeetsfrom thii ship’s head, like the horn of some marine ■eeogiiisod tin? full moon inihiined by the vapour of the 
monster. The undulations of the sea, which arc almost ’ast wind, and issuing slow^iy out of the weaves, like a 
insensible at the centre of gravity, or near the middle isc of riMl-hot iron which the smith draws with his 
of the deck, cause the ship’s head to describe si* and iiiccrs from the furiiaci', and wdiicli he suspends over 
gigantic oscillations. INow it seems to ^lirect the path lie water where he is about to (luonch it. On the op- 
of the vessel towards some star of the firmament, and osite side of the heavens, the aisc of tho sun, which 

then it threatens to plunge her into sonic profound id just set, liad left in the west semblance of a 

valley of the ocean ; for the sea has the appearance of oideji sandbank, like to the shore of v^some unknown 

continually rising and descending, to one placed at tlie juntry. Our view was continually w'av^rm^^'xVdm ono 
Btern of a vessel, the masts and length of which in ul- > the other of these magnilicent displays of the heavens, 
tiply the effect of these undulated waves. radually, tin; lustre of this double twilight was extin- 

AS for ourselves, separated by the malnn .ist from ;uishcd,tIiousauds of stars broke forth above our heads, 
this scene ofifiiaritime manners, wo arc seated on the .s if to trace out the route to our masts as tliey passed 
quarter-deck benches, or walk tli(3 deck w itli the officers, rom one to another ; the first watch for tho night wa.s 
looking at the sun and- the waves, as they appear to et, the deck was cleared of whatever might hinder the 
rise and fall Buceessively. orking of the ship, and tho seamon came, one after 

In the midst of all tl-:se manly, austere, and pensive iiother, and said to tho captain, “May God be with 
figures, a female child, with her 'oosc Jiair streaming s!” 

over her white garments, a id her rosy, liappy, and I continued for some time walking the deck in silence, 

smiling face beaming from undiT a Jitth siraw hat of len I went below, giving thanks to God in my heart, 

sailor faahion, is playing with the cap; ain’sv/ lit, e cat, or ! r having permitted me to see again that unknown 
with a brood of sea pigeons captured ine evening before, i «pcct of his nature. My God ! ray God ! — to see thy 
which are nestled on a gun-carriage, and for which she ' orkmanship under all its aspects, to admire thy mag- 
is crumbling her little allowance of bread. ificence on the mountains and on the seas, to admire 

Meantime, the captain of tho vessel, with telescope in ; md bless that holy name of thine which no language 
1 spying in silence, towards the west, the pre- 1 mx express 1— this is the whole of life ! Multiply thou 


12 



TRATBIfl IN THE EAST. 13 


life, in order to multiply lore and admiration in our 
hearts ! Then do thou turn the page, and cause us to 
read in another world the endless wonders of the book 
of thy greatness and goodness ! 

July 16’, %n the open sea» — We have had all night and 
all day, a beautiful though high sea. In the evening 
the wind freshened, the waves began to form and to roll 
heavily against the brig’s quarters ; there was a bright 
moon which gave out lengthened torrents of white and 
undulating light in the large liquid valleys, hollowed 
out between tho great waves. These floating illumina- 
tions from the moon resemble streams of running water, 
or cascades of melted snow, in the bed of the green 
valleys of the Jura mountains or of Switzerland. The 
vessel descends and remounts heavily each of these 
profound ravines. For the first time, during this voy- 
age, we hear tlio coinplainings, the groanings of the 
timber; the crushed flanks of the brig, at tlie shock of 
every fresh wave, utter a sound which can only be com- 
par(.'d to the last bellowings of a bull struck by the 
hatchet, and lying on his side in the convulsions of 
mortal agony. This sound mingling throughout the 
jiight witii the roar of thousands of waves, the gigantic 
bouiidings of tlie vessel, th(5 creaking of the masts, tho 
whistling of tin? S(iiiall.s, tho showers of spray whieli 
they tlirow, and which one lioars raining with a hissing 
noise upon the deck, the heavy and hurried footsteps of 
tho seamen on duty, running to their work, at the few 
ami shoii; but Arm words of tho officer— all this forms 
a union of signilieant and alarming sounds which shake 
more deeply the human soul, than tho roar of cannon 
on th(i field of battle. It is one of those scenes which 
one must have witnessed, in order to know the dark 
side of a sailor’s life, and to measure his own sensibility, 
moral and physical I 

The whole night ])asses thUvS without sleep. At day- 
break the wind fulls a little, tho wave is no longer 
crested with foam, every thing announces a fine day; 
we p(?recive, tlirough tho ooloured fogs of the liorizon, 
the, long and lofty chains of tin; inouiituins of Sardinia. 
The captain jiromises us a sea as calm and smooth as 
a lake, b<;t\veeii that island and Sicily. We an? running 
eiglit, an<i sometime.s nine, knots; at ev('ry quarter of 
iiii hour, tluj glittering shores to which tin? wind is con- 
veying us are sketched forth with more iiml more clear- 
ness; tin) bays open otit, the headlands stretch forward, 
tho wliite rocks enifU'ge to the surfac.t', tlie houses and 
cultivated fields begin to bo distinguished on the flanks 
of the island. At noon, w<; are close to tho entrance of 
tlie bay of St I’ierre, but at tlie moment of doubling 
the reef that closes it, a sudden hurricane from the 
north bursts upon our sails ; our aln'ady heavy sea of 
last night presinits a body to the wind, and is In aped 
lip into truly moving mountains ; the whole vi.sihie sur- 
face is but one sheet of foam ; the ves.scl staggers on the 
ridge of each succeeding wave, then plunges almost 
perpendicularly into the depths that separate, them; in 
vain >ve persist in our endeavour to seek an asylum in 
the bay. At the moment we are rounding the head- 
land to enter it, a furious wind, hissing like a volley of 
arrows, rushes from every valley, from every creek, 
and tlirows the byig on lier side ; there was .scarcely 
time to^jjow pf^he sails ; we kept only tlie course.s, or 
lower sails, wutli \vliich we hauleil to tlio wind ; the 
captain ran himself to the helm ; then the vessel, like a 
horse curbed by a vigorous baud, and with its bridle 
held short, seems to curvet over the foam of the bay ; 
tho waves graze the bulwarks of the dock, on the side 
to which the vessel is inclined, and ail the larboard side, 
almost down to the keel, is out of the water. We thus 
proceed about twenty minutes, in the hope of gaining tho 
small roadstead of the town of 8t PitTre ; we already 
perceive the) vines, and the small white houses, about 
a carmon-sliot distant ; but the tempt^st increases, the 
wind strikes us with redoubled force ; we are obliged 
to yield, and to wear .sliip witli great danger, under 
actually the most violent blast of the squall. Wo suc- 
ceed, and leave the bay by tho same manoeuvre that 
drove us thither; we find ourselves once more at 
large on a horrible sea. The fatigue of the night 


and day made us eftgerly desire a place of shelter 
before the approach of a second night, which every 
thing induces us to apprehend will be still more tem- 
pestuous. The captain determines on braving every 
tiling, even the loss of his masts, in order to find an 
anchorage on the coast of Sardinia. At some leagues 
from the point where wo were, the hay of Palma pro- 
mised US the wished-for shelter. After two hours' 
arduous exertion, wo gained our point, and entered, 
like a seafowl borne on its wings, the beautiful bay of 
Palma. The tempest has not at all subsided ; we still 
hear the incessant roar of tho open sea three leagues 
a.sterii of us ; the wind continues to whistle through our 
riggiog ; hut in this basin, hollowed out among high 
mountains, it can only dasli up puflTs of spray that 
sprinkle and refresh tho deck ; and, at length, we cast 
anchor about three cables’ lengths from the Sardinian 
shore, on a bed of marine plants, and in the tranquil 
and almost unruffled water. What a delightful sensa- 
tion is that of the inariiicr, who has escaped from the 
stoi-m by dint of labour and suffering, when ho hears 
at length tho thundering rattle of the chain-cable, as it 
rushes out to secure him to some hospitable shore. As 
soon as the anchor has gone, the formerly contracted 
visages of the seamen stretch out ; it is ea.sy to see that 
their thoughts are also in repose ; they go down below', 
change their wot clothes, and soon reappear on deck in 
their Sunday’s attire, and resume all the peaceful habits 
of their life on shore. In an idle, gay, and prattling 
humour, they scat themselvcis on the bulwarks, or 
quietly smoko tlH^ir pipes, vitnving with indilferenco the 
buildings and landscapes of the land. 

J idyll. — At anchor ill this peaceful roadstead. After 
a night’s delicious sloop, we breakfast on deck under 
shelter of a sail which serves us for a tent ; the scorched, 
but pieturo.sque, coast of Sardinia, stretches out before 
us. A boat, armed witli two guns, puts off fivm the 
island of Aiitiocli, and ap[)ears to stand for us. Wo 
soon distinguish lier better; she carries seamen and 
soldiers; slie is soon within hail ; she interrogates ua, 
and ord(;rs us to go ashore ; we consult ; I deeidc on 
uceoiJipanying tlu^ eaptnin of the brig. We arm our- 
selves with si‘V('raI muskets and pistols to make resist- 
ance, should tliey bo disposed to employ force to 
detain us. We shoved off in the jolly-boat, and made 
sail. Nearing the little Sardinian lioat that preceded 
us, we landed on a flat, beach at the head of the bay. 
This beaeli borders a marshy and uncultivated plain. 
W'hitc sand, large thistles, some tufts of aloes, here and 
there some clumps of a slirub with a pale grey bark, 
and a leaf r€*.sembliiig that of the cedar; swarms of wdld 
horses, grazing at liberty on these heaths, which come 
galloping up to reconnoitre and smell us, and then start 
away again neighing, like Hocks of ravens ; a mile from 
us, grey and iiaketl mountains, with only a few .specks 
of stunted vegetation on their sides ; an African sky 
above tlu ir calcined summits ; a vast silence over all 
these plains ; the same aspect of desolation and solitude 
which is to be seen in all regions that have a bad atmo- 
sphere, as ill Ro^iagna, in Calabria, or along the Pontine 
Marshes — such i.sthe setmo: seven or eight men of fine 
j»hysiogiiomy, with ('levated foreheads, bold and savage 
e^e.s, half-naker], and lialf-clothed in rags of uniforms, 
armed with Jong carbines, and holding reeds in their 
other hands to ri'eeive our letters, or to present to us 
what they Jiave to offer — such are the actors. 1 an- 
swered their questions in wretched Neapolitan patois; 
1 named to them some of their country v^th whom 1 
had been on friendly terms in Italy during my youth. 
These men, from having been insolent and imperious, 
bec.amc polite and obliging. 1 bought a sheep from 
them, w hich they quartered on the shore. We wrote — 
they took our letters in a slit they had made in tlie end 
of a long roed ; they struck a light, broke off some 
branches of tho shrubs that cover tlie coiTst, lighted a 
fire, and passed our letters, after soaking them in sea- 
water, through tlie smoke of this fire, before touching 
them. They promised to us to fire a musket in the 
course of the evening, as a signal for us to come ashore 
again, when our other supplies of vegetables and fresh 
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inrater would Ibe l?eady. Then, taking out of their boat 
an immense basket of shell-fish {frutti di mare), they 
offered them to us, without consenting to take any pay- 
ment. 

We returned on board. Hours of leisure and of de- 
lightful contemplation passed by me on the poop of 
the vessel at anchor, whiLst the tempest still resounds at 
the extremity of the two headlands tliat cover us, and 
whilst we can perceive the spray of the main sea still 
lashing, to the height of thirty or forty feet, the golden 
flanks of these headlaiids. 

— Sailed from the bay of Palma with a 
smooth, mirror-like sea; a light westerly breeze, 
scarcely sufficient to dry up the night dew that glis- 
tens on the branches cut from the lentisk-ti*ee, the only 
verdure of those shores that have already bt'come Afri- 
can. On the open sea, a still day, a swt'ot l>rec7X‘ that 
carries us six or seven knots an hour ; a line evening ; 
a sparkling night ; the sea is also asleep. 

July 19 . — We awoke at twenty-five leagues’ distance 
from the coast of Africa. I read again tlio history of 
St Louis, to rocal the circumstances of his d(;ath on 
the coast of Tunis, near the cape of Cartliagc, which 
we shall see this evening or to-iriorrow. 

I could not understand in iny yontli why certain 
nations inspired me with an innate antipatliy, so to 
speak, whilst otliers attracted me, and led mo hack 
continually to their liistory ))y some involuntary allure- 
ment. I experienced, in rcgai'd to these vain shadows 
of the past, these dead memoirs of natiuiis, exactly 
what I experience, with irresistible compulsion, for or 
against the physiognomies of the individuals with whom 
I live or have connection. I love or 1 abhor, in the 
physical moaning of the word ; at first sight, in the 
twinkling of an eye, I have passed jiidgim nt on a man 
or woman for ever. Reason, i-eflection, even violmice, 
often tried by me against these first imprr'ssions, ai'o 
of no avail in the inatt('r. When the coin luis j*eceive<l 
its impress from tlu> die, it is in vain for yon to turn it 
over and over iri your lingers ; it preserves it — so it is 
with my soul — so it is with my mind. This is tin; 
peculiar attribute of beings with whom instinct is 
prompt, powerful, instantaneous, iuficxible. Wo ask 
ourselves, what is instinct? — and we x*ecognisc it to bo 
supremo reason, but still reason innate, j*(?asoii not 
reasoned, rt^ason such as God made, and not such as 
man renders it. It strikes us like the lightning, without | 
the eye liaving the trouble to seek it. It illumines 
every thing with the first jet. inspiration in all tin? 
arts, as well as on the field of battle, is also this same 
instinct, this guessed reason, tlonius also is instinct, 
and not logic and labour. TJie more one refiects, tlie 
inon; Ijo must acknowledge that man possesses nothing 
of great or beautiful that belongs to himself, or that 
comes from his own power or will ; but that whatever 
there is of sovereignly beautiful, conies immediately 
from nature and from tJod. Christianity, wliicli knows 
every thing, undei-stood this from its lirst ef)mmem;c- 
ment. The early apostles felt in themstdves i .is imme- 
diate action of the Deity, and exclaimiM fron\ tho very 
first, “ Every perfect gift <-ometh frtjin God.” 

Let us return to nations. 1 have iK.'ver been aoie 
to love tho Romans; 1 have never been able to take 
the slightest inftu'est in Carthage, in sj>ite ef her mis- 
fortunes and lier glory. Hannibal has never appeared 
to me more than an East India Company’s general, 
carrying or^ a meivantilo campaign, a brilliant ami 
heroic oporaiion of commerct! on ^lie plains of Thrasy- 
meue. That nation, ungrat dul like all cgotistieai 
nations, rewaruod him for it with exih^ and death ! As 
for his death, it waP nathctic; it reconciles me to his 
triumphs; 1 hav b<\ui oirected ^ y it ever since my 
childhood. There has aU^ ay s bet a to my view, as well 
as to that of the vholo humaii r i!; . a sublime and 
heroic harmhny between sovcireign glory, sovereign 
geniu% and sovereign misfortu. e. Vi o* iiavc, in tliis, 
one of notes of destiny which never fails in its 

its sad and voluptuous modulation 
in Jibart ! 'inhere is not, in fact, any g^ory 

nor any virtue comp) •, without 


ingwtitude, persecution, and death. Christ was the 
divine example of this truth ; and hia life, as well as 
his doctrine, explains that mysterious enigma of the 
destiny of groat mon by tho destiny of the Diviiio 
Man! 

1 discovered it afterwards ; ^the secret of my sympa- 
thies or antipathies for the memory of certain nations, 
is in the very nature of tho institutions and actions of 
those nations. With regard to nations like the Phoeni- 
cians, Tyre, Sklon, Carthage — commercial societies ex- 
ploring the world for their profit, and measuring tlio 
greatness of their enterprises only by the material and 
actual utility of the result — I am like Dante ; 1 look, 
and I pass on. 

“ Non ragionar di lor, ma guarda o passa !" 
fNot speculating concerning them, I look and proceed.] 

Let ns speak no more of them. They laboured only 
for the pres(‘nt ; succeeding ages have no call to occupy 
themselves about them, llecrpcrunt mercedem. [They 
have received their reward.] 

But those who, little mindful of the present, whicli 
tlu'y feel escaping from their gnisp, liavc, from a su- 
blime instinct of immortality, an insatiable longing after 
the future, carried tbe national tliougbt bt^yond tho 
presemt, and rai.s('d human sentiincnt above mere case, 
riciies, and material utility ; those who have expendiai 
geuerntion.s and c(‘Titurie.s to l<\ave on tlic'ir route a fine 
and eternal track of tlu'ir ]>assago ; tluise gcuierous .and 
disinterested nations who have stirred up all the great 
and weighty ideas of the liinnan miinl, in order to con- 
struct from them monuments of wisdom and of legis- 
lation, tlicogonics, arts, and systems ; those nations who 
have stirnMl up, too, such masses of marble or granite, 
in order to coristrucl from tluaii obelisks or pyramids, 
as a sublinu' <l('fianee Iinrl('d l>y tluun against time, a 
mute language, Avith wliieh tlu*y will for over speak to 
groat and generous souls ; tliose poet-nations, like the 
Egyptians, the .Jt'ws, the Hindoos, tin; GrtHoks, wlio 
have idealised ])o]ihcs, and given predominance in tbeir 
national existence to tlie divim* ])riiu'iple — the soul, 
OAor tho huinau principle — the useful ; those nations 1 
love, 1 venerat(‘, 1 search out and adore their traces, 
their recollections, their works, wlietlier writtem, built, 
or sculptured ; I live wifli their life, 1 .assist as a moved 
and partial speetator at the toucinng or heroic dr.ania 
of tlieir destiny, and 1 ej'oss willingly tho S('as, to go 
and muse for s<nne days over tluar dust, and to pay to 
tlieir memory the liomage. of reminisci iiee from the 
future. Snell nali«»nH have widl desc'rvial of mankind, 
fur they liavi; elevated tluar thoughts alu;vi_; this globe 
of dirt, beyoiul tliis fugilive i;xist(aici'. 'J^hey felt them- 
selves formed fi»r a lofii(a’ and more ample d(;sliuy ; and 
unable they were to give tluanselvi's that iruniortal 
Hie wbicli is the day-dn am of every great and noblo 
beai't, they said to their works — Immortalise us, exist 
for us, .speak of us to those avIio .sh.all traverse tho 
desert, or who shall )»ass over the billows of tin; Ionian 
Sea, biiforc Capt; Sigeum, or bid'oro the ju’omontory of 
Suiiium, whore LMuto sang the; strains of a wisdom which 
will still be the wisdom of futurity. 

Such wiTc xny thoughts, while lis'tv^yng to the prow 
on which 1 was si'atod, as it cKaived tli^ of the 

African Sea, and lookijjg (‘very minute athwart the rosy 
vapours of the horizon, to see if 1 could not perceive 
tiu; Cape of Carthage. 

The breeze fell, tho day passed aw’ay in gazing vainly 
from afar on the foggy coast of Afj’ica. In the evening 
a strong wind arose ; file vessel, bandied from one side 
to unotlier, crusln'd dow'ii under the force of the sails, 
that re.semble the sea-bird’s wings shattei'ed by tho fatal 
lead, shook her sides with that terrible roaring that is 
heard from a tumbling edifice. 1 spent tho night on 
deck, with iiiy arm ])ass(?d round a cable. From the 
whitish clouds that advanct^, like some lofty mountain, 
tow'ards the deep bay of ^J’inii.s, fiashes of lightning are 
gleaming, and distant peals of thunder are heard 
Africii appears to me as 1 have always represented he. 
to myself; her flanks torn by tbo fires of heaven, and 
her calcined suinniits hidden under tho clouds. In rru- 
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{lortion as we appmch the coast, and as first tho Cape 
of Byserte, then that of Carthage, issue from obscurity, 
and seem advancing to meet us, all the great images, 
all the fabulous or heroic names which have resounded 
on this shore, also spring forth from my memory, and 
recall to me tho poetical or historical dramas of which 
these places were successively the theatre. Virgil, like all 
the poets that wish to surpass truth, history, and nature, 
has much rather injured than embellished the imago of 
Dido. The Dido of history, widow of Sieheus, and failli- 
ful to tho manes of her former spous(?, causes her funeral 
pile to bo prepared on the promontory of Carthage, and 
ascends it, the sublime and vc)luntary victim of a pure 
love, and of a faithfulness even unto death I This is 
somewhat finer, holier, and more patlictic than the cold 
gallantries which tlie Roman poet allows hei* with her 
ridiculous and pious yRncas, and lier amorous despair, 
in which the reader cannot synipatliise. 

But the Anna .wnjr, and the magnificent fartnvell, 
and the immortal imprecatioii that follow, will ever 
plead a pardon for Virgil. 

Tho histoi'ical aspect of Carthago is .still more poetical 
than the poetry of Virgil. The Imaveiily (h^ath and the 
funeral of St Lonis — the blind Belisarius — Marius 
expiating among wild beasts on the ruins of C.nrthago, 
liimsolf a wild Is'ivst — tlui shrieks of Rome — th<i lament- 
able flay 071 which, like the scorpion surrounded by fire 
that piercc.s Itsi.'lf with its enveiH)med dart, ( -arthage, 
wurroundi'd by Scipio and Massinissa, lierself sets fire to 
Ju‘r edifices and lier riche, s — tho wile of As'lrubal, shut 
lip with her ehildnni inthc^teinph^ of Jupiter, ri'proacli- 
ing her husband for not having knmvn how to die, and 
kindling herself Die loreli which is to conKume her 
and her children, aiul all that reuiains of her nativii 
eoimlry, in order to leave onlya-shes to tho Romans! — 
i.'ato of IJtiea, the two .Sci[>ios, llaniiibal — all thc.si* 
gr('nt minu'S still rear tlu'insolvi-s erect forsaken 

promontory, like columns standing in fniiit of a t.ein])le 
overtui'Jied. The eye sees only a naked Iieadlaiul rising 
iiliovi! a deserted st'n, a few reservoirs, <'mpty, or filletl 
with their own rulibish, a few a<[uediiets in ruins, a few 
moh's, ravaged by tin* billows and (’(jvered by tln^ watiu’ ; 
a biirbariau town close by, wliere tboso very nunu*s ai'c 
unknown, like ijieii that live too gri'jit an age, and 
b(‘Come strangers in their own land! But the past is 
.sulficient for a place in wliicli. it dazzltvs with such a 
lu.stre <)f recolh.'ctions. flow know J eV{?Ji if 1 do not 
love it better alone, isolated in the mid.st of its ruins, 
than ])rol’aned and polluted by the bustle and llioerowil 
of mnv generations 1 It is with ruins as with tombs : 
amidst the tumult of a great city, and the mire of our 
street.s, tlu'y altlict and sadden tlie view; they .^ro a 
jstain on all that bn/./ing and agitated scene of h.e ; but 
aiuid.st solitiuh' on the .shores of the sea, on a • ^’serted 
cape, on ii wild sandy .shore, lliose .stone.s, become yellow 
by the la])se of ag('s, and sliattenMi by the lliiindtTboll, 
cause ns to refh'ci, to think, to muse, or to weep. 

Solitude and <leath, solitude and the ])ast, which is 
tho df'atli of tilings, are necessarily allied in human 
thought: their accord is :i mysterions harmony. 1 
prefer the naketl ])romontory of Carthage, the inehm- 
'clioly cape of Smi^n, the uakivl and infested beach of 
Ptt.'btiin^|j^ir kdCuhsing the scenes of ages gone by, to 
tho temples, the ar<‘luY, tin (!oliseum.s of de]):irted 
Rome, trodden uridej* foot in living Uonio, willi all the, 
iiidifiereiice of habit, or tho profanation of forgetful- 
ness. 

July 20. — At ten oViock, the wind gets milder; ayc 
can ascend to the deck ; and running stwen knots an 
hour, we soon find ourselves abreast of the detaclicd 
island of Pantolleria, the ancient island of still 

delicious from its African vcgidation, and the cooliu'ss 
of its valley.s and its waters. It Avas to this .spot that 
the emperors in succession exile.l persons condemned 
for political oU'eiices. 

It appears to us only a black cone rising from Ihosca, 
and clad, to two-third.s from its summit, with a white fog 
,riven upon it by the night wind. No vessel can anchor 
near it ; it has only harbours for the smaU boats which 
<?ouvey to it the exiles from NaplcH and from Sicily, 


who languish for ten years, expiating some premature 
dreams of liberty. 

Unhappy tlie men who, in any department of thought, 
are ahead of their age I The ago orusbes them. This 
is our own fate, as impartial, political, and rational 
Frenchmen. France is .still a century and a half behind 
our ideas. She wishes, in every thing, men and ideas 
of sect and party ; what signify to her patriotism and 
reason? It is hatred, rancour, and alternate persecu- 
tion, that in her ignorance she requires ! She will have 
all these, until, wounded by tho’deadly weapons which 
she is so determined to wield, she cither falls, her own 
vietim, or casts those weapons far from her, to turn to 
the only hope of all political amelioration — God, his 
law, and reason, his hiAv innate. 

JfJy 21.— -On my awaking, the sea, after a stormy 
night, a])pearrt to sport Avith the remains of yesterday’s 
wind ; the foam covers it still, like the half-dry flakes 
of froth that .stain the flanks of the lior.se vA’hen fatigued 
by a long course, or like those which his bit shakes 
forth when he stoops and lifts Ins head, impatient for a 
iieAv career. Tlio Avaves run quick and irregularly, but 
are light, shalloAv, and transparent ; this sea resembles 
a field of fine oats undulating to the breezes of a morning 
in spring, after a night of rain. We see the islands of 
Gazzo and Malta rising, at the distance of flvo or six 
leagne.M, under tlie fogs of the horizon. 

July 22 : arrival at Malta. — A.s we approach Malta, 
the low Coast elevat(!s itsidf and assumes a distinct form ; 
but its aspect is sad and stei’ile: we .soon perceive the 
fortifications and tho gulfs formed by the ipiays of tho 
harbours. A sAvarm of little boats, each manned by two 
roAvens, put ofl’ IVom these gulfs, and pull rapidly to our 
vt'ssel ; the sea i.s lieav'y, and the AvaA’^e plunges them 
.sometiine.s into the deep fuiTOAv that wo arc tracing in 
the water ; they seem on tlie point of bi'ing SAvallowed 
up ; the wave I’aiscs them ngiiin, they run in our wake, 
th( 7 skim gaily past our qiinrter.s ; they throAV us small 
rope.s to toAv us into the anchorage, 

Tho pilots announce to ns a quarantine of ten day.s, 
and conduct ns to our d(\stined port under the lofty for- 
tifications of the city of Vuletta. The French consul, 
M. Miege, intbi'in.s tlie governor. Sir ]<>ederick Pon- 
sonb\', of our airival; Jio assembles the council of 
lionllli, and reduces our ijuai’antine to throe days. 

We obtain the indulgence of an evening excursion in 
a boat along the canal.s that lengthen out the port of 
quarantine. It is Sunday. The burning sun of tho 
ilay lias set at the bottom of a narroAv and peaceful 
creek of the gulf that is behind oui* ship’s head ; the 
sea is there .smooth and brilliant, of a light leaden colour, 
exactly resemlding slieet-iron lu^Avly tinned. The lieaveii 
abovii is of an orange tint slightly inclining to rose. 
This cejour fiide.s, in proportion as the sky approachc.s 
the zenith, retiring from the Avest ; to the oastAvard, it 
is of a pale grt'y blue, and no longt'r recalls the bcantcoiis 
azure of 1 ho bay of Naple*^ — nor I'ven tlie dark profound 
of tlie firmament over tho Alps of JSavoy. The colour 
of the African sky piirtaki^s of tho burning atmo.spliere, 
and of the h.arsH severity of that continent ; tho rever- 
ht'ration of heat from tliostr naked mountains strikes 
the firmament Avitli drynos.s and warmth, and the iii- 
I flamed dust of tlie.se deserts of arid sand seems to 
mingle with tlu'air tliat envelopes them, and to tami.sh 
the vault of heav( n. Our roAvers convey us sloAvly to 
somo toises from the sluire. The low and smooth sandy 
Ix'ach terminating some iiiehos above the so^, is covered 
for Jialf a mile Avitli a range of houses that touch one 
another, and seem to liavt^ appi;oached as near as pos- 
sible to the water, to enjoy its coolness and listen to its 
nuirimiring. Here is one of those houses and one of 
those scenes that wo see repeated on every tlyrcshold, 
terrace*, and balcony. By multiplying this scone and 
this view' over five or six hundred similay houses, one 
Aviil Jmvo au exact memorial of this landscape, so iiniquo 
to a J«]iiropean that has not seen Seville, nor Cordova, 
nor Granada ; it is a memorial that must be engraven 
in all its entirenoss, and with all its details of maimers, 
in order to recall it <*vcii once to memory, amid the dull 
and sombre uniformity of oiu* towns of the west. These 
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memoxiala, recovered in the memory, during our days 
and months of snow, fog, and rain, are like a gleam of 
serene sky amidst a long tempest. A little sun in the 
©ye, a little love in the heart, a ray of faith or of truth 
in the soul — *tis all the same thing — I cannot live 
without these three consolations of our terrestrial exile. 
My eyes are eastern, my soul is love, and niy mind is 
of that class that carry witliiii them an instinct of light, 
an unreasoned evidence which is not matter of proof^ 
hut which never deceived and ever consoles ! Here, 
then, is the landscape 

A light, golden, sweet and serene, like that which 
beams from the eyes and features of a young maithm, 
before love has engraven one wrinkle on her forehead, 
or cast one shade on her eyes. I’liis light diffused 
equally over the sea, the earth, and the heavens, strikes 
the white and yellow stones of the houses, and winses 
all the designs of the cornices, corners of the angles, 
balustrades of the terraces, and carved work of the 
balconies, to be articulated fully and clearly on the blue 
horizon, without that aerial tremiilousiiess, that uncer- 
tain and vapoury undulation, out of which our western 
atmosphere has d()rived a beauty for its arts, being 
unable to correct this vi(;e of its elimatc. This quality 
of the air, this white, yellow, golden colour of the stone.*, 
this vigoroiisness of the contours, iinj)art3 to the 
meanest edifice of the south a firmness and a neatness 
which revive and gladden the sight. Every house has 
the air not of having been built, stone on stone, with 
sand and mortar, but of having been seulptuiaai living 
and erect, out of the bright rock, and of being ])lanted 
on the earth, like a block sprung out of its bosom, and 
as durable as the soil itself. Two large and el(‘gant 
pilasters rise from the two angles of the facade; tln?y 
ascend only to the heiglit of a story and a half ; there 
an elegant eoniice, sculptured out of tin; shining stone, 
crowns them, and itself serves as a base to a rich and 
massive balustrade, wbicli extends the whole length of 
the top, and replaces those flat, iiTcgular, ])oliited, and 
odd-looking roofs, which disgrace all aridiitetdure, which 
break every line harmonising with the horizon in those 
eccentric assemblages of houses of ours, which wo call 
cities, in Germany, England, and Franco. J letwccii these 
two largo pilaster.s, whi(*h [iroject several inches from 
the facade, two openings only are designed by the archi- 
tect, a door and two windows. Tin? door, whieli is lofty, 
wide, and arched, has not its threshold on the .street ; it 
opens on an exterior flight of steps, which encroach 
seven or eight feet on the (jnay. This stair, surrounded 
by a balustrade of senlpiured stone, serves for an 
exterior hall, as well as for an entrance to the house. 
Let n.s describe one of these flights of stej)s- it will 
answer for them all. One or two men, in white; gar- 
ments, with dark vi.sages, and African eyes, having long 
pipes in their hands, arc carelessly lounging on a coiicli 
of reeds, at the side of the door: in front of thoiii, 
li'aiiing gracefully on the balustrade, three young 
Vomeii, in ditt'erent attitnd(?H, an* viewing in silence 
our boat as it passes, or siniliiig among tin selves at 
our foreign ivspect, A black gown rouehiiig oidy half 
Avay down the leg, a wliite corset with wide, folded, and 
flowing sleeves, a head-dtess of Mack hair, and ov v 
the head and shoulders a half mantle of black silk like 
the gown, covering h.alf the face, one shoulder, and the 
arm that holds the mantle : this mantle t»f light stufl‘, 
swelled out with the breeze, assnmc.s the figure of a 
email boat’s sail, and, through its caprici n.s fold.s, now' 
conceals, anVl now unveils, the mysterious countenance 
that it envLlo|>es, and w]ii<*h s .'eiiL, to escape from it at 
pleasure. .Some are i\iising their heads gracefully to 
chat with other young girls wlio are bending over the 
upper balcony, and ciii-owing at iIk'ih pomegranates 
and orahges * others are so .ddng ,o young men with 
long moustaches, dark, and bushy liair ’^ lresscd in short 
f^liitc pantaloons, and rec’ i.elts. Seated on j 
two young aM s in black, with I 
(ties, are con vers ‘ng familiarly, and play- 
"--“een fiins, while, at the foot of the hist 
mendicant monk, with naked f**c*t, 
tle» bald -white, and open, his nody 


enveloped in the heavy folds of hi3 brown cloak, 
reclining like a statue of mendicity on the threshold of 
the rich and happy man, and viewing with an eye of 
vacancy and indifibrence this spectaclo of happiness, 
ease, and enjoyment. On the upper story are seen on 
a largo balcony, supported by bc^autiful cariatid(?s,* and 
surmounted by an Indian veranda adorned with curtains 
and fringes, a family of English, those happy and firm- 
minded conquerors of modern Malta. There, some 
Moorish nurses, Avith sparkling eyes, and dark leaden 
complexions, are holding in their arms these bt^au- 
teous <*hildren of Britain, whoso fiaxi'n curly tresses, 
and Avliit(» and rosy skin, resist the sun of (-.'ilentta, 
as well as that of Malta and (’orfu. On seeing tlieso 
children under the black mantle and burning look of 
these half-African women, one might imagine thtnii 
beautiful Avhite lambs .suspended at tlie breasts of 
tigresses of the desert. On the terrace, th(?rci is another 
scene; the English and Maltese* share it together. On 
one side, you secj some young maidens of the island 
liohling tlie guitar under tho arm, and warbling a few 
notes of an old national air, wild as the climate; on 
the other, a lovely young Englishwoman, h^aiiing in a 
melanclioly mood on her (‘Ihow, contem]>la(ing with 
iiidillereneethc seene of life which is passing ])er(»rc her 
iwes, and turning over the ])ages of the iininortal poets 
of her eonntry. 

Ad<l to this coup d\cil the Aral) Iiorse.s, ridden hy 
Fnglish ofhcc?rs, ami riiiming, with their tails stream- 
ing, along tin* sands of the quay — tin* Maltf'se carriages, 
a kind of .se(ian-c]iair.s on two wheels, di*awn by ;i si.'iglo 
Barbary hor.se*, which the I'omhietor follows (>11 foo» .at 
the gallop, having round Ins middle a red h(;lt with long 
friiig(?s, ami his forehead covered with tin* rcstU(\ov the 
red caj) <»f the Spanish mnletetn’, hanging over as far 
down as the Ijelt — the .savage cri«‘S of tin? naked eliil- 
dr(‘ii as they plunge into tin* sf‘a, ami swim alongside 
our bo.at — tin* .songs of tlie Grca k ni* Sicilian mariners 
:it anchor in the iieighlxairing harbour, ami re.spoiidiiig 
ill chorus from one ,slii[)’s deek to :iuolli(‘r — the mono- 
tonous ami .ski])piiig iioti s of tin* guitar, forming, as it 
Were, ;i sweet humming bass of the (rvening alniospbero 
to all th(‘s<‘ sliarpc*!’ soumls— and you will have some 
idea of a quay at lanpsida, on a Sunday evi niiig. 

Juh/ ‘21. — AdmittiMl to frei; pcffUr/uc in the Iiarhonr 
of the city of Valetta ; the (iovermtr, Sir Eri'derioX; 
Foiisouby, having returned from his eonntry residonc^ 
to welcome u.s, received us at tin; Balaee of tho Grand: 
Mtister, at two o\doi*k. What a line s])Ocimen of an 
honest Englishman — j)rohity is the physiognomy of such 
men’s faces — elevation, gravity, and nobleness, form 
tlie expre.ssion of the true Jhiglish iiubleman. We 
admired the palace ; its magniticmit ami dignilied sim- 
plicity ; the h(‘anty in its mas.s, and the ab.siasce of 
uiiiiieaning ilecoriitioiis both within and without; the 
vast luill.s, long gallerii'S, severe jiaiiitings; the wide^ 
smooth, and sonorous .staircase ; lialls of arms 2(10 foen 
in length, containing the armour, at every js riod of 
Jiistory, of the ord(‘r of .St John of Jerusalem ; a. library 
of 40,000 volnm(*s, in wliieli we were received by iht> 
director, the Abhb Bollanfi, a young Maltese ecclesiastic-, 
quite reseinhling tin; Boman ahhc.swvf the ol<l school, 
with a mild, ])enelrating ('ye, a inoiftej siid^'ug and 
nnalitative, a ]>ale and i‘x})res.sive forehead, Ills lan- 
guage eleg.ant and inodnlati'd, and liia politeness siniplo, 
natural, and deliitate. Wo coiiviTBi'd for a long whih*, 
for this is just the sort of nmii mo.st .suitable for a long, 
full, and powerful confabulation. There is in him, an 
in all tho.se di.stingnished clergymen whom 1 have iii(*fc 
with ill Italy, an air of aadiie.s.s, imlifferoiice, and sub- 
iniH.siveiies.s, that Bjioaks of tho noble and dignified i*(\sig-v 
nation of departed power. Educated amid tlie rnim, 
on tin* very ruins, of a fallen monument, they have 
contracted trom them a habitual melancholy and care- 
Jes8ne.Ha about the present. “How,” 1 said to him, “can 
a man like yon tolerate tho intellectual exile, and the 
seclusion in which you live in thi.s deserted palace, an^ 
* fFifi:iire.s, Kcncrally human, so oalli*!] from the of 

Caria ii:iving b(«en dograUed to nrpear, ail blavfs, iu tilts creUi* 
tuotural attituik'.J 
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amidst the dust of these books?” "It is true,” he 
replied, "1 live alone, and I live sorrowful ; the horizon 
of this island is indeed limited ; the fame which I might 
make here by my writings would not resound very 
far, and even that which other men make elaewliore 
scarcely penetrates hither ; but iny soul perceives, 
beyond this narrow spot, a horizon more free and vast, 
whither niy thoughts love to transport themselves. We 
have a beautiful sky over our hea<ls, an atmosphert) of 
gi*atefiil warmth around us, a blue and spacious sea 
before our view — tli is suffices for the life of tlie senses ; 
as to tlie life of the mind, that is nowhere more intense 
than in the bosom of silence and of solitude. This life 
thus remounts <lirectly to the source from whence it 
emanates, to (lod, without wandering astray, and becom- 
ing impaired by the contact of earthly things, and by 
th() cartjs of the w'orld. Wlnni St Paul, on his way to 
convoy the fruitful word of Christianity to the nations, 
was cast away at Malta, and staid there three months in 
order to sow in that island the grain of mustard-seed, 
he did not complain of his shipwreck and exile, which 
W('re availing to tliat island in an accelerated acquaint- 
ance with the word, and with divine morality ; ought I 
to complain — 1 who was horn on those arid rocks — if 
the Loni conliiu^s ino here to preserve his Christian 
truth, in hearts where so many truths arc on the eve 
of t xtinction ! This kind of life has its juxitry, too,” he 
added ; " wlien 1 am at length freu'd from my classifica- 
tions and catalogues, perhaps I also shall indite that 
pot'sy t)f solitud(^ and prayer !” 1 left him with re- 

gret, and n'itli an eariu'st wish of again meeting him. 

'J’he churcli of St John, tlie catlualral of the island, 
has <jnitc the character, quite the sohamiity of appear- 
ance, which one would expect from such a monument in 
siurh a plac(? — grandeur, nohleness, richness. The keys 
of Rliodtis, carried oil* liy the knights after their defeat, 
are suspcnde<l at tlie two sides of tlie altar, a symlxd of 
eternal regrets, or of hopes for ever frustrated. The 
dome is siijicrb — the whohj of it painted by the Cala- 
brese — a work worthy of modern Komc in her lincst 
era of painting. 

One picture struck me nunarkahly in the chaptd of 
the Klectiou ; it is by Michael Angelo, of Caravaggio, 
wliom the knights of that time had invited to the island 
to paint the dome of St John. He undertook the task, 
hut tlie restlessness and irritability of liis wild disposi- 
tion pri'vailod ; lie hecaiuo afraid of a tedious amount 
of labour, and departed, lie left at Malta his master- 
piece, the Decollation of St Jolin the liaptist. If our 
iiitxlern artists, wdio hunt for the roniaiitie in a system, 
instead of finding it in nature, wei'e to view this mag- 
nificent painting, they would find tlieir pn^tciided 
invention invented before them. Hero is tlie fruit as 
it grows on tliC tree, and not the artificial fruit moulded 
in wax, and j>uiiit(Ml in false colours ; picturesqueness 
of attitude, energy of design, jnofuiulity of soiitimnit, 
truth and dignity united ; vigour ed' contrast, hut still 
unit> and liarmony, horror and heant y side by side — 
such is this painting. It is oiie of the finest I have seen 
in my whole life. It is the painting which the artists of 
the present school are in search of. ll( re it is — it is 
found ! Let them .search for it no more. Thus there 
is nothing new in^uaturo, or in the arts. All that man 
is now,^doing>''1i^ been done, — wduitevor he says has 
been said — whatever lie dreams has been dreamed. 
Every age is a jilugiarist from another age ; for all of 
ns, such as wc are, ];erislial)le and fugitive artists or 
thinkers, copy in different wavs a model, immutable 
and eternal, Nature -that siiigh} though diversified 
thought of the Creator ! 

July ‘25. — h"rom the summit of the observatory wliicU 
commands the Palace of the Grand Master, tliere is a 
panoramic view of the towns, harboui's, and country 
scenery of Malta ; the country naked, formless, colour- 
less, and arid, like the desert ; the U)wn resembling the 
shell of a turtle agi’ound upon t he rock ; one would say 
it had been carved out of one sihg^ii block of the native 
rock; scenes there arc also of t||^ri'uccd roofs towards 
the approach of night, and of^' women seated on those 
terraces. Thus did David soo Bethshebu. Nothing 
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can be more graceful and seductive than these figures, 
white or dark, like so many shadows, thus appearing 
by the rays of the moon, on the roofs of this multitude 
of houses. It is only there, or at church, or on their 
balconies, that the w'omcn arc to be seen ; their whok? 
language is in their eyes ; their whole love is a long 
mystery which words do not impair — a long drama 
thus ravelled and unravelled without discourse. This 
silence, these appearances at certain hours, those meet- 
ings in the same places, those distant intimacies, those 
mute expressions, are perhaps the first and most divine 
language of love, that sentiment superior to words, 
which, like music, expresses in a language 'of signs 
w'hat no direct language can expre.ss. 

Those views, those thoughts, bring hacli: youth to the 
soul ; they cause us to feel the only exhaustk^ss charm 
which God has spread over the earth, and to regret 
that tho hours of life should bo so rapid and so motlied. 
Two sentiments alone w'ould suffice fur man, lived ho 
the age of rocks — the contemplation of God, and love. 
l..ove and religion are tlie two ideas, or rather the ono 
iilea, of the nations of tho south — so they seek for no- 
thing else, they have miougli. We pity them, whereas 
we ought to envy them ! What is there iu common 
btitween our factitious passions, between the tumnl- 
tiious agitation of our vain thoughts, and those two 
sole true ideas that occupy the life of these children of 
the sun, religion and love — the one enchanting the 
pi esent, the other enchanting the future ? Thus, I have 
evej* been struck, in spite of the prejudices to the con- 
trary, with the profound and rarely troubled calm of 
the physiognomies of the south, and with that mass of 
repose, serenity, and happiness, diffused over the nian- 
ixTsaiid countenances of that silent crow d, w ho breathe, 
live, love, mid sing, before your t'yes — song, that over- 
rtowiiig of hapjiiness and of sensations in a soul too full ! 
They sing at Koine, at Naples, at Genoa, at Malta, in 
Sicily, iu Greece, in Ionia, on the shore, on the waves, 
on the roofs ; nought is heard but the slow' recitation 
of the fisln rinan, tlie mariner, the shepherd, or the 
tinkling raunnur of tlio guitar during the serene nights. 
This is huppinesM, whatever may he said of it ! They 
are slavt's, say you I VMiat do they know of it ? — slavery 
or liberty f — eoiiveiitional happiness or unhappiness! 
Happiness and unhappiness an; clnstu’ to us. Wliat 
matters it to thesi? peaceful grouj[)s who are inhaling 
the sea breeze, or stretched out iindtT the grateful rays 
of the sun of Sicily, Malta, or the llosjihorus, wdiether 
the law 1)0 made to them by a priest, a pacha, or a par- 
liament ? Does that change any thing of their relations 
with nature, tlie only ones tliat engage them ? No, un- 
doubtedly ; every society, wli(*ther free or absolute, may 
ho analysed always into servitudes more or less felt. 
We are slaves to the variable and capricious laws that 
w'c form for ourselves ; they again are so to the immu- 
table law of that control wliicii God exerts upon them 
— all this, as to happiness or unhappiness, returns to 
tho same point ; but as to human dignity, and the pro- 
gress of inti'lligence and morality among mankind — 
no, no I We must, howevi^r, exaiiiino before pronounc- 
ing this no. Ikiko at random a hundred men among 
the.se slav(^ nations, and a hundred men among our 
nations calling themselves free, and cast the haiancc. 
Among which of them will be found most or least mo- 
rality and virtue? 1 know' well, but I shudder to tell 
it. If any one should read this after me, he might 
suspect nio of partiality to despotism, or contempt to- 
wards liberty. He w’ould bo mistaken. I love liberty 
as an effort difficult and ennobling for htfnianity, as I 
love virtue for its merits and for its reward ; but the 
question is about happiness, aild 1 examine the matter 
philosophically, and I say like Montaigne, " What do T 
know ?” The fact is, that our political questions, so 
all-impoi*tant in our lyceunis, our coffbe-rodnis, ami 
our clubs, are very small affairs, when seen from a 
distance, in the midst of the ocean, from*the summit of 
the Alps, or on the heights of philosophical or religious 
contemplation. Those questions only interest a fetv 
individuals that have their daily food and hours of 
leisure — the great mass have no concern but with na- 
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ture ; a good, 'beantifal, aiid divine religion, is tlie poli- 
tics for the "aso of the multitude. This principle of 
life is awanting in our system — ^licuce it is that we 
stumble, fall, and fall again ; wc do not walk ; the 
breath of life is awanting to ua ; wo creatti formations, 
and tho soul enters not therein. Oh, God ! restort) us 
your breath, or we perish. 

Malta, Jill}/ *28, 29, and 30. — Dotninod at Malta by 
Julia’s indisposition. She is recovering, and we resolve 
on going to Sinyrna, touching at Athens. There I sliall 
©stilish iny wife and child ; and I shall go alone acro.ss 
Asia Minor, and visit tlie other regions of the east. We 
got under way, and were about to leave tho Itarboiir, 
when a sail arrived from the Archipelago, which an- 
nounced tho capture of several vessels by the Greek 
pirates, and tlie massacre of the crews. M. Miege, the 
French Consul, advised us to wait a few days ; (.'uptain 
Lyon.s, of the British frigate Madagascar, oUered to 
escort our brig as far as Napoli in the iM«)rea, and even 
to take us in tow if tho brig’s rate of sailing should be 
inferior to that of the frigate. He aeeoinpanied this 
offer, with such obliging courtesies as enhanced its value : 
we accepted, and saiKnl on Wednesday, (he 1st of August, 
at eight o’clock of the morning. We wt're scarcely at 
sea, when tho captain, wliose vessel shot rapidly ahead 
of ours, hove to and waited for us. lie threw over- 
board a ca.slv with a hawser fast to it ; wo picked up 
the same, and follow'ed, like a 1<'(I eourser, tlui Heating 
mas.s, that clove the waters without seeming to feel our 
weight. 

1 was not acquainted with Captain Lyons, wlio laid 
commanded for six yt?ars one of tin; shijis of tho Rriiish 
station in the Levant ; I was unknown to him, oven by 
same ; T had not met liim in any person’s house at Malta, 
because he was then in quarjintine ; and, notwithstand- 
ing, liero w’as an olheor <'f another nation — of a nation 
often rival and hostile, who, on tlu‘ fir.st signal from us, 
consented to be delayed two or three days <»u his passage, 
to expose his vessel and crow to a inanmuvrt? oft(.*ii very 
perilous (towing), to hear perhajts his jtK'u murmuring 
around him about such eondescension to an unknown 
Frenclinian ; and all this through ojic solo fooling of 
noble-mindedness and sympathy fertile anxietiesof a wile 
and the sufierings of a child. Here om^ sees tho genuine 
English ollicer in all his persotial geiierositi(>s, and man 
in all tho dignity of his eliaraeter and mission. 1 shall 
never forget either the cireumstanct; or the imlividual. 
This oftie(.*r, who canu.* sometimes on board of us to 
ascertain our stale of comfort, and to repeat to ns 
assurances of the ])h-asuro he felt in jiroti.-eting us, 
appeared to me one of tho most loyal and ojien charac- 
ters whom I ever mcluith. Nothing about him re- 
minded one of that pretended mdimess of a sailor ; hut 
the firrane&s of a man accustomed to struggle witli tho 
most tiTriblo of the elomciits, was admirably ]»lended, 
in his still tine youthful couiitenanoe, witli niildmrss of 
temper, elevation of thought, and gracefulness of disposi- 
tion. 

Though we arrived .strangers at Malta, v'- did not 
behold without regret its white walls sinking in tho dis- 
tance under the waters. Tho.se houses, >Vhicli wo looked 
upon with indifference a ^ew days before, Jiad now a 
physiognomy and a langnago for us. Wo were now 
acquainted with those who inhabited them, rmd tho 
looks of many a v/ell-wisher wore pursuing, from the 
height of their terraces, the distant sails of our two 
vessels. 


The Engliijh irc a great moral and poiitit'd people, 
but, in general, they are not a sc iablo people. Con- 
centrated in the sweet gnd sacrod privacy of the family 
jRreside, wj^cn they do go out from it, it is not pleasure, 
it is not need oi mmunicating their souls, or of 
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S syLjp-thios; it is custom, it is vanity, 
i forth. V^iily is the soul of all .Eng- 
8 this winch oouiitruc ts that form of 
casnred, and full of etiquette ; it is 
eated those classifications of ranks, 
hes, by which alone men are thoie 
which have made a complete abstrac- 
to consider only the name, tho dress, 


the social form. Arcs they different in their colonies 1 1 
should believe so, after what we experienced at Malta. 
Scarcely had we arrived there when wo received, from 
all that compose that beautiful colony, the most cordial 
and di.sintere*stod marks of interest and good will. Our 
rt‘.sideiico there was but on(3 brilliant and continued 
scene of hospitality. Sir Frederick Ponsonhy, and Lady 
Emily Poiisonby, his wife, a couple formed to represent 
worthily every where, the one the virtuous and noble 
simplicity of the great English nobles, p.nd the other 
the sweet and graceful modesty of tho laditJS of high 
rank in her country. Tho family of Sir lYederick 
Hankey, Mr and Mrs Nugent, Mr Grc ig, Mr Froyre, 
formerly ambassador to Spain, welcomed us less as 
tra.vellei*s than as friends. Wc saw them for eight 
days — we shall, perhaps, never see them more ; hut we 
carry with us an impression of their obliging cordiality 
that penetrates to the bottom r)f our iiearts. Malta 
was for US tho colony of hosj)ita,lity ; whatever of chi- 
valrous and hospitable that recalls the memory of its 
ancient p«)ssessors is found anew in those palaces, now 
occupied by a people worthy of the high rank they hold 
in civilisation. Oin? cannot love the EnglisJj, but it is 
impossible not to esteem tlnun. 

The government of Malta is Iiarsli and contracted ; 
it is not. worthy of tlie English, who liave taught liln'rty 
to the world, to liave in one of tlu.'ir ]>osseHsioiis two 
classt's of men, the citizens and the freedmen. 

'I'he provincial government and the local parliaments 
would easily associah^ themsi-lves with tin' broad re- 
pres(nitation of the mother country. The gt'rms of 
iiherty and of nationality, wh(>n respected among ei>n- 
qiiered nations, become thenceforward germs of virtue, 
strength, and dignity, for tlm entire human race. Tlie 
British Hag sliould iloat only ovr.T free men. 

Afiiiust 1, m}dn'i<ilit . — 'fhougli wc saih.d this morn- 
ing with a heavy .sea, a. dead calm suiqirised ns alnmt a 
dozen leagues at st'a ; it still eoiitimies ; no wind in tho 
heaven, sav(^ soiiu' spc'iit ]>reoze.«, tliat coiik' from time 
to time, and riifHe tlu' sails of the tuo vessels; they 
cause tliest' gr<'at sails to send forth a s<n!orous palpi- 
tation, an irregular Happing, like the eonv nlsive Hap- 
ping in tlie wings of a. flying hinl ; the s(?a is smooth and 
polished like the lilade of a sahre ; not. a rnllh' to ho 
seen, but, attar iiiterval.s, large cyliiidrieal uiidulatifins, 
which slide im<h‘r tin,* \<'ssel, ami make her shudder as 
from an f'artliquakf'. The whoh' nia.ss of tin' masts, 
yards, rigging, and sails, cr(;ak and tremble tlu'ii, as if 
under a. heavy gah'. \V'<‘ are tot aflvam'ing one inch 
an hour ; tlm orang»^ pf'els that -lulia, tlirows overboanl, 
Hoat without elutiigt^ of place about the. brig, and tho 
lieliusman carele.s.sly looks at the stars, without tho 
tiller turning aside liis Jistlt'ss hand. W c liavf^ cast ott* 
the tow-rop»i which fastened us tf) tl\c English frigate, 
as the two vessels, no longer having stec ragfr way, ran 
the risk of striking each otln r in the ilark. 

Wo arc now about live hundred pactrs distant from 
the frig.'ite. The lighted lamps gleam through the 
j>ort-holes of the oHicc'rs’ large and hamlsomo cabins 
that decorate her stern. A light, which the cyo might 
mistake for om^ of iho two givrai luminarif's of tho lir- 
inament, ascends, aii«l remains stationary at tho mizen- 
topgallantmast-head, t«) keep us in cfiJfijpany during the 
night. Wiiilst our a iew is H.\ed on tluHnhiiting beacon- 
light that is to guide us, a delicious music suddenly 
issues from tho luminous quarters of tho frigate, and 
resounds under her cloud of (ranva.s.s, if under the. 
sonorous vaults of a cathedral. 

The harmonies are. varit^d, and succeed each otlici; 
thus for sevf'ral hours, and spread afar over that en- 
chanted and sleeping sea, all the sounds we have lis- 
tened to in flic most delicious hours of our life. All tho 
melodious reminiseeius's of our towjis, of our theatre, 
of our rural air.s, return and carry oiip thoughts to-' 
ward periods that are no more, toward ^beings now 
removed from us by death or by lapse of tinio ! : ■ ~ 

To-morrow, or iir &^w hours, perhaps, tho tcil^^to 
sounds of the hurrifllll^ causing tiie mt^ts to 
the redoubled shocks of tho sea against the Sj^low 
Hanks of the vessel, the signal-gun of distrO^^th© 
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tlmnder, the convulslvo voices of two elements at war, : 
and of man struggling against their combined fury, 
will take the place of this serene and majestic imisic. 

These thoughts arise in all our hearts, and a com- 
plete silence rtjigns over the two decks. Kvery one 
recalls to himself some of these notes, so significiinfc and 
engraven by a strong impression on his memory, which 
ho Ijjis heard elsewhere in some happy or sombre cir- 
cumstaiico of the life of liis heart ; every one thinks 
more tcmderly on what lui has left beliind him. We 
become anxious at this detiance which man appears to 
throw down to the tempest. Such moments us these 
ought to be inscribed in oiir thoughts for ever ; tlicy 
comprise in a lew minutes more imprc'ssions, more 
colours, more life, than whole years pass('d in the pro- 
saic vicissitudes of common life. The lu'urt is then 
full, and seeks fo ovcrtlow. TJien it is that the most 
ordinary man feels himself a poet in every tibro ; tlien 
it is that the finite and the infinite enter tlivougli every 
pore ; then it is that wti feel a wish to vent fortli btdbre 
(rod, or to reveal to but one sympatlietic heart, or to 
all mankind, in the language of minds, what is passing 
in our mind ; it is then that one might improvise songs 
worthy of eartli, and even of In'aviai. Ah ! if one harl 
but a language! hut tliei’o is no language, especially 
for us Frenchmen— no, there is ih) lauguago for philo- 
sophy, love, religion, or poetry ; inatheiuaties are tht‘ 
language of this nation ; iter words are dry, precise*, 
and colourless, like ciplu'rs. Let us go to sleep. 

Tivo o'clock of the vwrmntj — same date. — I crould not 
sleep, I had felt too much ; I jaiturued upon di‘ck — ba- 
ns closcu'ibe th(^ sceme. The moon had disappeared 
beneath tin? o^aug(^ fog lliat veiled the horizon. It 
was iruleed night, but a- night at sc'.a — that is to say, on 
a transpaiaait olejiu'iit lliat reth'eted the feebli^st glt'ain 
from the lirmanu'tit, and se( .nuHl to relain a luminous 
iiu}>ressi(m of day. 'I’lie Jiiglit was not dark, bul only 
pale and ])early, like the colour of a mirror when tli 
tonsil is withdrawn to a side, or ]»lac(*il behind it. Tli 
air also seemed <lea(l, or asleep <»n that Hnp])le eoueb of 
the waves. Not a sound, not a- brc'.atli, not even a. sail 
flapping against tlie yard — not a wreatli of foam t 
murmur and lrac(i the wake of tin.' ]>rig. 

I vievvt'd this mute spectacle of repose, voiduess, 
silence, mi<l ser<‘nity. 1 inhaled that light and tepid 
air, in which Iho bn'ast can ju*reeivc ludtlier heat, Jior 
coolness, nor weigbt, and 1 said to myself, 'I'his most 
bt* tin; air that is breathed in llie land of souls, in tlr 
r<;giuiis of immortality, in that divine atiuosjjhero wIkt- 
aU is immova'abhi, voluptuous, perfect. 

■'^'h-Other view of 11 heaven. 1 had forgot th 
Knglish frigate; 1 was bxikijig iii tlu^ oppo.-b' dir.-e 
tiou; she was a few cahles’ length from us. 1 turned 
accidentally, and my eyes fell on that majestic coh»ssus, 
reposing iiniTioveal)le and iiniuonso, without tlu* least 
t ibviition, as if on a pedestal of polished marble. 

'fhe dark and gigantic mass of )u.:r hull seemed t 
detach its(df in spectral dai’kness from tlie silvery base 
of tlio watirr, and .was sketched out on the blue held of 
sky, air, and sea ; not a sigh of life issned from that nia je.s 
tic edifice ; mdliing indicated oil!u*r to the eye or ear 
that it was^: 4 ij!*lfated wiih so much life and intellect, ami 
pco])lcd by so many thinking and acting bt'ings. One 
would have laktm her for onc of those great vicliins o 
tho tcinpest, wliich the navigator meets with terror, 
floating rudderless in the solitudes of the sontlu'ri 
ocean, a mortuary rc'gister whliout Tiote or d.ite, wdiicli 
the sea allows to float a few days abovii tho surface 
before swallowing it up entir ely. 

Over the dark hull of tho vessel, the clou\l of all her 
sails was picturesquely grouped^pd rose like a ]>yraini ’ 
along her masts. They asccnjffi’ from story l.> story, 
from yard to yard, cut ojdgKa thousand fantasti 
forms, unfolded in wide an<^||K plies, like the nimie- 
rous high turrets of a (^otrffPrii&lIo, grouped aroiim 
the donjon ; they liad neither tho movement nor tli 
glancing golden colour of sails seen at a distance ou 
the waters in the day-time ; motionless, dull, and tinged 
by the darkness, a slatey gi'cy, one would have said i 
was a covey of enormous bats, or of some unknowi 


sea-birds, beat down, and pressed closely against one 
another on a gigantic tree, and suspended to its naked 
runk, by moonlight, in a night of winter. The shadow 
•f this cloud of sails descended upon us from aloft, and 
ioprived us of half the horizon. Never did a stranger 
-iid more colossal vision of the sea'appear to tho mind 
»f Ossian in a dream. All tho poetry of the waves was 
here. The blue lino of tho horizon was confounded 
vith that of tho sky ; all that was reposing on high or 
elow', had tlio appearance of ^ one single etiiereal fluid, 

X which wc were sw'irnming. All that expanse of 
water, without objects or boundary, augmented tho 
ffcct of this gigantic _apparit ion of tlie frigate on tho 
waters, and brought the mind under tho same illusion 
as the eye. Jt seemed to me as though the frigate, tho 
lerial pyramid of her canvass, and ourselve.s, were all 
•aised upwards togetliej*, and conveyed along, like 
icavenly bodies in the lupiid plains of ether, bearing 
311 nothing, and moving by an inte rnal force on tho 
ay.urc void of an universal firmamout. 

Several similar (lays and nights were passed in tho 
open sea, w'itli a dead calm and a burning slvy. liii- 
inenso waves roll from the Adriatic into the sea of 
Africa ; these arc vast cylindt^rs slightly cluinneled, and 
gilt ill lh(! morning ano evening, like the columns of 
tho temples of itoim.' or Ficstnm, 

I passed tin; flay-tinie on fleck — 1 wrote gome verses 
to Al. do 'dontherot, my brother-in-law. 

Friend, more than friend, brother in lieart and Bonl, 

Whoso sad look luumts mo still as on I roll ; 

Acro-'S so many waves, flung far a-h;o, 

Tlirougli HoulI^ of -ky anJ air, 1 think of tUcc! 

J think of :ill t }:0 hours wc? two ijave s])ent, 

Wliere a^l» and willow (.'er the brrfok are bent— 
l)f (iiir eft llngor’fig: .steps, our eonvcMse sweet, 

.Tn which tliy vor.'-e wiih mine would often meet— • 

Thy vcr.se of smihis and lucteor-llii.nlios horn, 
jS'ot from th(? lyre witli trcmulou-i ardour torn, 

Jhit wliieli thy c.'irLlc.ss hand, from day to day, 

J.e.’ives to wh.ar, wind of fancy s\vecp.s ihy way ; 

J.ikt? tf> tho'-o li(iuiil pearls, wept hy the dawn, 

Tliat .steep in sp;u kling tint.-, tlu? waking lawn, 

Which, imditfuscil, a .stream would cfuistitutc, 
l>ut now sink noi-tdess on tho passer’.-' foot; 

AMio-o Immblc shower, lol.-ed by tho sun, exhale?! 

A I length in jx-rlimie on tho dr^ ing gules ! 

Xt'vv da^-.s, new care.s ; for every fruit it.s time, 
l.on*: ere my j:id..;im'nt had Httaiued its prime, 

While yet 1 sported round my mother’s knees, 

A child whom t»)ys could eharm, or toys displease, 

1 copied boys, my equals, in their play, 

1 spoke their languajte. and I did a^ tlwy ; 

.In early spring, when biul.s begin to .-'jirout, 

An\l sap from bark f'f trees seem.s sweating out, 

1 sought our village torrent’.s riimldiiig billow. 

To out fre.'.h branches from the bending willow ; 

'Vhen softening with my lii's a twig, as yet 
lindried, I from it pulled the bark unsplit; 

T blew into tlie wood, and .hohii a sound. 

Plaintive ^ntl soft, tilled all the air around ; 

For artfffl rule,-* thfi .-ound rvas all unmoet— 

An empty noise, a murmur vague and .sweet. 

Take to (he voi<-e.s of tho wave and breeze, 

Whieh h(‘a.rno moaning, though the ear they itlcase ; 

The jfrelude of a soul stirred in young years, 

TVhieli ohants l>ef(»ro the days of song, weeps ere the time of 
tear.s ! 

Those times are past, and half my sp-an 
And pair^l^ care have raised my spirit’s ^ 

The.so fracfHft'-reods, lit toys for boyisii days]*^^ 

Cotild ill relieve this load that on mo weighiSf ** 

Jt lioth not in mortal .speech nor rhyme, , 

In trump of >var, nor yet in organ chime. 

To bear the oxitburst of my soul’s full blast, 

■\Vhose tire melts all it.s shock doth not ol‘rcast! 

To vent, its breathings, it hath long ago 
ITcnoimced the i)hrnses f>f the world beloAV : 

Their fragile symbols would be burst— 'twlxt woVc 
And word, lightning collisions would be .stirred, 

And youth, with shsiking front, W'ould wildly cry^ 

“ Let him speak softly, Lord ! or clso wo die !” 
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But thufl the soul epeaks to itself alone : 

In that unspoken tongue, that mighty tone, 

Which novel hand of flesh hath placed on 6croU« 

Doth spirit si)cak to spirit, soul to soul ! 

Losing of common tongues all exercise, 

On this the lonely soul for cheer relics. 

Ever within me doth it murmur on. 

Like to a noisy son, that resteth none ; 

Its heavy blows, that on my tomplcs ring, 

Sound like tho rustling of the tempest’s wing, 

Beverberate in mo like a flood by night, 

Each wave of which roars loudly in its flight, 

Or the lebound of thunder on the hills, 

Which all the plain witli echoed voices Alls, 

Or braxen roarings of the wintry breeze, 

FnlHug like Lebanon’s masses on tho seas, 

Or like tho mighty clash, when on a rock 
Tho waves in mountains rise, or fall in smoke ; 

♦Such are the tones, tho voices, that might roll, 

In music fit, the burden off my soul ! 

No more for me those verses, where tho thouglit. 

As from a sounding how full trimly shot. 

And on two rhyming woi*da made to rebound, 

Dances complacent at the whim of sound ! 

My ear disdains this frigid trick of lirt; 

And if the past time’s memories touch m3’ heart; 

If, while the cloar-skiod East’s mute wiMs I view. 

My visage e’er shall smiling turn to you ; 

If, thinking how niy friends this morn will see. 

My soul with theirs would intermingled be; 

In other tones my heart to them shall speak. 

And in return their loved renuauhranco 6cck. 

By praA'cr! — that language, wingol, strong, and clear. 
Which, in one sigh, embraces all held dear — 

Shows to the liourt, and brings in i-ight of (lod, 

A thousand loved ones, near and far abroad ; 

JMakes between all, through aids from virtue given, 

A viewless coiniuercc in the gifts of heaven ; 

A boundless language, reaching to the sky, 

Tuo better heard that it ascends so high ; 

Pure incense ! wliieh nn perfume leaves 
With him who lights the flume, and wdio receives ! 

Thus would iny soul itself to thee unfold. 

All common speech to me soem.s weak and cold ; 

And woiihi’st thou know whence springs this stsirnful mind, 
Follow my bark, that liic.s before the wind; 

Come to those sccnoi whore worlds have passed away, 

And sands exult— svhere empires had their da3- — 

Where Inwoos, sages, gods, entombed remain — 

Come, and tlmjc nights, three views, w ill all explain ! 

I now have left tho land, whose endless iiitlse, 

Far, far at sea, still haunts one and anno}^; 

That Europe! sinking, splitting, struggling all. 

Whore ev’ry hour beholds some ruin fall ; 

A^'hc^e two great spirits, ever hot at war, 

Crush throne and fane, and laws .and morals mar. 

Making, while levelling their parent soil, 

Boom for ChhI’s spirit, veiled from them the while. 

IMy hark, urged onw’ard by an unsetrii force, 

(Glanced gaily though tho foam upon her cour-se. 

Twelve times tho sun, like a rceurnhent god, 
lla.s turned th’ horizon for his night ahfKlc, ^ 

And has come boiiiuling up in air again, 

Like fiery eaele from the ciested main ; 

Our mast and sails now |lecp— beneath our bow 
Our anchor bites the sAud — 1 am in Athens now ! 

It is the hour, when this so restless ]daco— 

Beneath niglit’s finger mute for some brief .space— 

Woke once to deeds, by turns of shame and nridc, 

B g floods like ocean’s tide. 

A’ind to some ambitious end, 

, and some; to virtue bend ; 

L’les, Themibtocles tho .sliore, 

1; bra^'c, tho sage the Porch ’.s door, 
le, and fim Wise to death, 
le, de;pitc r<'i;:Mvse’b .-s.illie! 
i nov/ giiar-ds the Parthen : 
ne— I walk, anil ponder on. 
j macron’s top the day • onics v%n, 
kf many a height tio. naked crown ; 

0 base, from plain to mi, the ray 
«ge.H nothing by the way ; 

Ibd distance, bright with fires ; 
mbrning’s broafh sent up in spirts ^ 


No hamlets perched upon the sloping hill ; 

No towers the valo—tho seas no vessels fill ; 

Tn passing o’er each lifeless height and plain, 

The rays fall dead, and never rise again. 

But one, the loftiest shot from morning’s bow’. 

Bends from the gilded Parthenon on my brow', 

Then, glancing sadly o’er tho stones, timc scarred. 

Where dozes o’er his pipe tho Moslem guard, 

Turns down, as if to weep its ruined grace, 

And dies on Thosens’ lofty temphvbasc ! 

Two rays, disporting on two W'reidss !— thi-i pair 
Are Sill that sliine and say, Athens i.s then; ! 

Auf/ifst6: at sea . — At noon, peivcivod, inulcr 
file white clouds of the hori/oii, tlic irrr/^uhir tops of 
tluMnountiiiiis of (Ireece. 'IMie .sky w';is ])alo nnd gn y, 
as oil flic Thames or on tlie ♦Sidru' in the month of 
October ; ;i storm tore up to tho westward, the dai’k 
cnrtiiin of fo^ tliat dra^s^ed on tho water; the thnmh'r 
burst forth, the lip^htnin^s flsished, and a .stron.t; breeze 
from tho soutli-i'ast broiiglit us the eooliicss and mois- 
ture of our show'cry autumiuil winds. 

The luirriciine drove u.s out of our course, and we 
found ourselves (juite close to the coast of Xuvariu ; wo 
distinguished the tw'o islets thatirlose the entraiici^ of the 
harbour, and the fine moiiiitaiii, with tw o roiind(‘d peaks, 
that overlooks the towm. It w;is liere that fin* cannon 
of Kiirope spoke*, not Ion;; slnci*, to resuscitate d flrcect*. 
(Jre*e*co answered ill — c‘maiiclpate:*d from the Turks 
hy tile liereeisin of he r eliildreii, ami tlie^ assislam*e eel’ 
I’Airope, she is now (Iflo-) a victim to ravaj^es freem 
within; she has sheMl the lilood ol’ ('.'ipeiep Istria, who 
hael (l(‘ve)tt‘el his life* to lien* e-anso. Tlie> assassination of 
one of her first citizens is a bail connm'iie’e'ine'nt for an 
ora of virtue and rei^ene'ration. It is distre'.ssiny: that 
the iele;i of ;i i^re'at crime? should be* ejiie of the first to 
rise up at tlio si^ht of tliis laml, where.'! one! cennes to 
lejok fe>r imai^os e»f juitriotism and ,i;lory. 

.In pre)p<u’tion as flit? vessi?! a]>proaehes the (riilf of 
Modon, the slnires of tlit* J’t'lopomicsns j*rojfei inte) view, 
and show' ;• distinct, enitliiu' as they issue iVom tin* float- 
ing mist th.'it e.'iiveletpi's them, d'liese shores, eif wliicli 
travellers spe'ak witli eonte'mpf, appear to me*, tui tin.? 
contrary, we'll pl.inneel out hy natiii'e — Ljraml sectieuis e?!’ 
nn.»nntain scent'ry, ami ^ract'ful umhilation e)f lines. I 
liinla (lifiie?nlty in withdraw ing my vit*\vl’rom the set?ne, 
which, voiel as it appears, is full eil' rln.? past -memory 
can petiple every spot ! 'I’hat dusky f^n'oup e»f hills, 
capes, and valle'ys, which tin* view emhrat'e's eom- 
ph.'tely from Avlnu'i? we* are, altlmuLdi like a little* i.sh l. 
on the oe:‘e;in, anel hut a peuiit in the eh:irt,lias ])roduced, 
ill itself ahme, lueert* splemlteiir, /;lory, ami renown, 
more virtue's anel crimes, than entire! coi’tiueuts have* 
achie'veel. 'I'liis little) he*ap of islands and mountains, fi*i>m 
wliicli lhe*re spranu; femtli ahne)st simiiltaue'onsly Mil- 
tiaeles, Leonidas, Thrasyhulns, Ljeamiimmlas, lieinos- 
thone's, Aleihiades, lk?rleles, ]*la.to, Aj'istlele.s, Se)c rate’s, 
I'hidia.s — this land, which devotired Xe.'r.xes' armies of 
1?, 000,00(1 of nn*n, wliicli se-nt emt ce>leinie*s te> Ilyzaiitinm, 
to Asi.'i, ami te) Afi’ica, which e-re';ete.'d or re*ste»re.*d tin? 
arts, whether maiinal e^>r inte lle?e*lnal, and aelvance!d 
them in a century anel a half to that point of perfec- 
tion in which tlu?y be:e*oine? inoele'ls, aidPtf^ii me longer 
he surpHS.se<l — that land, wlioso history is emr histe*rv, 
who.se Olympus is still the he'aveii of emr ima);ination 
— that land, out of which phiIe)sophy anel peietry have 
taken tln ir flight towards tho e?tlier ii.itiems of tho globe, 
and to w'hich they re’turn inc(.?.ssaiitly, like* children to 
their cradle — there it is helbre* me* ! Pkieli sueceeding 
wave carries mo nearer it — I touch it. its appearance 
aftbeta mo ])rofemiKlly, r.iuch less, however, than if all 
those reminiscoiiccs hiiel init bocenne fade)d in my 
ihouglits, in cunsequ^nce of having been sifted over 
and over in my me S^ w before iny thoughts could 
comprehend them, is to me as a book whose 

beauties are tarnished, ^^rccause wc have been made to 
read it before wo were qualified for its compreliensifjin. 
All is not, however, disoncliaiited. There still Jin-^ 
gers in my lieart an echo that re.spoiids to tlieso 
names. Something holy, sweet, and perfumed, asc^ds 
with these hori^is into my soul. 1 thank God . for 
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liaving seen, Mis e^li, that land 
of doers of great Epamincmiiis called his 

country. - 

During my whole youth, I have <lesired to do wliat 
il am now doing, to see what I am now seeing. A 
I desire, at length satisfied, is a happiness. I experience 
at the sight of these horizons, so much dreamed of, what 
1 have iill rny life cxperieiictMl in the possession of 
whatever 1 have eagerly desired — a calm and contem- 
plative pleasure, which falls back upon itself— a repose 
of the niiiid and soul, which pause for a moment and 
say to themselves, « Let us make a halt, and enjoy 
but, at bottom, these happinesses of tin? mind and ima- 
gination are very cold. It is not the same with the 
liappiiicss of the soul : this exists nowhere but in love, 
human or divine, but always in love. 

•Same date: event iiy . — We are sailing deliciously, with 
a favoural)Ie wind, which carries us between C^ape 
Matapan and the isla/id of Ccrigo. 

A (ireek pirate brig a|)proached us, while the frigate 
was some leagues at sea, in c.hase of a suspicious ves- 
sel. 'rile brig was only a cable’s length from us ; wo 
all aseiuided upon deck, and prei»ared for action. Our 
guns were loaded, and the deck strewed with muskets 
and pistols. 'I’lie captain summoned the commander 
of tile Greek brig to retire, 'fho latter, seeing twenty- 
11\ men well armed on our deelv, decided on not ven- 
turing to l)oard us. He stood away, but returned 
almost close alongside of our vessel. We were about 
to give lire, wlioii he again declined the affaii-, and 
wiilidrtiw, remaining for a (luart.iT of an hour within 
[jislol-shot of ns. lie })nnended that lu* was, like 
our.selves, a nierehant vessel rcliirning to the Arehi- 
pt'liigo. I observed his crew, and never did I sec 
eoLintejiances in which crime, nmrdcir, and pillage, 
vv(‘re written in more liideuns characters. There were 
to be seen, on board of the pirate, tiftecu or twenty 
liandits, some in Alhunc'se costume, others with tatters 
of Kuropean drt'sses, seated, lying, or working the ves- 
sel. All were n ruled with ]»i.sto!s and poignards, tin. 
liandles of wliieh glittered with chased work of silver. 
There was a fici* «.ui d(?ck, at which two aged wonuii 
w<‘re tlri’ssiiig li>h. A young girl, of fifteen or sixteen, 
a)<peared iVoni time to time among tliese luiritlan.s — a 
eelestial face, all angelic a})pariliuii, in the midst of 
these infernal countenances. One of the old wonimi 
repulsed lu-r si.-Y(*ral times to the lowin’ deck, to which 
she <h.‘scemh'd, weeping. A dispute arose si'eniingly on 
this snlijeet beiween some of the crew, 'f wo poignards 
Wi re drawn and hrandislu'd ; the captain, who was 
I 'aning < n tlu; ti!l«'r, careh'ssly smoking hi.s ])ipe, threw 
hijiisclf beiween the in o bandits, and turned ^uie over 
tin* deek ; evf'ry tiling became ijuiet ; tlie young (ireek 
woman came u]) again, and, wiping her eyes with the 
long tn.'sses of luT beautiful bail', seated herself at the 
font of the inaimnast, Une of tlii' old women knelt 
behind her, and combed tlie girl’s loier hair. 'ITie wind 
fivsliened. The Greek jiirate turned liis head toCerigo, 
and in a twinkling, erowiliiig all canva.ss, was soon only 
a white spot on tlie horizon. 

We liove-to. in order to wait for tlie frigate, who fired 
a gun to warn In a few hours she rt>joiiie<l us. TIic 
Greek piratirtt wliich she cdiased, had escaped, having 
entered one of those 'innuu'ssilili’. creeks of the coast 
where they always fake refuge in a similar emergency. 

Sa?ne day: eleven n'elock Wlnmever some powerful 

impression agitates my soul, I feel the m^cessity of tell- 
ing or writing to .some one what ] experience, of finding 
somewhere a joy of my joy, a reverberation of what has 
.struck iny.si'lf. An isolated sentiment is not complete ; 
man was created double. 

^ Alas! when I now look around me, there is already 
much of loiieliinjss. Julia and Marianne* eonipriae all 
in themselves alone ; but Julia is .still so .young tliat I 
tell h^r onl} vdiat is within the reach '^'f her infancy. 
TTiis is all the future : it will soon be all tlie present 
for us. 

The person who would have most <*n joyed my hap- 
j piliesB at this moment, was my moilier. lu whatever 
* iMmlnmc do Liitnartinc. 


THE EAST. 

happens to me of happiness or sorrow', my thougfits turn 
involuntarily towards her. I think I see her, hear her, 
speak to her, write to her. A being whom we remem- 
ber to such a degree, is not absent ; an object that lives 
so completely, so powerfully, in ourselves, is not. dead 
with regard to us. I always impart to her, as during 
her lifetime, all my iinj>ressious, which used to become 
so rapidly and entirely her own, which became more 
embellished, coloured, and glowing in her radiant ima- 
gination, an imagination which stood always at tlie age 
of seventeen ! 1 seek for her in idea in the modest and 
pious Bolitudo of Milly, where 8h(3 educated *us, where 
she thought of ii.s when tlie vicissitudes of my youth 
separated us from each other. I see her expecting, 
receiving, p<*rusing, commenting on my letters, revel- 
ling more than even myself in my ideas. Vain dream ! 
sho is there no more ; she dwells in the w'orld of reali- 
ties ; our fugitive dreams are no longer anything to her : 
hut her spirit is with us — it visits, follows, and protects 
us : our conversalitm is tcith her in the eternal regions, 

1 have thus lost, before the age of maturity, the 
greater number of the beings whom I loved most, or 
who have most loved me here below. My life of aflcc- 
tion lias become concentrated ; my heart has now only 
a few hearts to betake itself to for refuge ; my memory 
has scarce on thi.s earth aught but tombs to repose on. 
If God were to level but two or tliree strokes more 
around me, I feel that I should he entirely detached 
from myself : for I should contemplate myself no longer 
— 1 should love myself more in others ; and it is only 
thus tiuit it is possible for me to love myself. 

While very young, I loved myself in myself ; infancy 
Is egotistical. Jt was all well then, at sixteen or eigh- 
teen year’s of age, when 1 did not as yet know myself, 
when I know life still lcs.‘<; but now i have livt.-d too 
long, I have known too miieli to liold to that form of 
existence which is called the liuman “ 1.” What is a 
man, great God! and what a pity to attach the least 
importance to what I feel, to what 1 think, to what I 
w rite ! W'hat ]'Iac(' is it which 1 hold in existing things 1 
What void .sliall 1 leave in the world ? — a void of a few 
days in one or two hearts ; one shadow less to the sun ; 
my <log, who will sei.k for me ; some trei*s that I have 
loved, and that will he astonislied at not seeing mo 
ntnrii under their shade : that is all! And then all 
this will pa.S8 aw.ay in it.s turn. Wo do not begin to feel 
the emptiness of existence till the day comes when we 
are no longer n(?cessary to any one, till the hour when 
we can bo no longer cluTishcd. 'riic only reality here 
below, I luiNc always felt, is love — love iinder all its 
form.s ! 

^i//guslT: evening^ si,v o'clock . — The elevated coast 
i>f Laconia is at a few cannon-shots’ distance from lis. 
We skirt it with ;i fine breeze ; it .slides away majesti- 
cally before us. Loaning oil the bulwark of the vessel, 
my looks seize, in order tt> recollect them, those classic 
forms of the mountains of (jircoce; they unroll them- 
selves as if they wen^ waves of stone ami earth ; they 
ri.se, sink, and group themselves before^ nu’, like the 
elouds of tlu**eoimti'y of his soul hidbro the mind of 
Ossian. I sjiend one or two hours, making in silence 
this review of llie hills and of the sonorous names of 
this doparteil country. 'Ihe hills of CT’omius, from 
which the Lurotas derives its source, dart into the air 
their rounded summits; the globe of the .sun descends 
upon them, ami strikes them like domesof gilded copper ; 
he inHamc.s his cloudy couch around hmi ; tin? moun- 
tain tops become transparent, lik<3 tluv very air that 
envelo])ea them, and from which they cun hardly bo 
distinguished; one would swear that* he saw behind 
them the light of another sun already set, or tlie iiu- 
ineiise reliectioii of some distunt contlagration. 

One of these mountiiiiis, among others, presented to 
our sight the figure of a crescent reversjpd ; it .seems to 
be hollowed out proportionally in order to open out an 
aerial track for the disc of the sun, wliich rolls there 
amid the golden dust of the vapour tliat ascends to him. 
The nearer summits, which the sun has alreadypassed, 
are tinged with purplish violet, or with a p^ lilac 
colour; they swim iu an atinoKspherc as riel# as the 





painier^s p^ette t still nearer us, other hills, already 
covered iviih the shades of evening, appear clothed 
with dark forests; finally, those which compose the 
foreground, those which we seem to touch, and whose 
Bleeps are washed by Die sea foam, are quite plunged 
in night ; the eye only distinguishes among them a few 
creeks, which afford a refuge to the numerous pirates 
of these shores, and a few advancing })romontories, which 
carry, like Napoli di Mulvasia, towns or fortresses on 
their* precipitous summits* These mountains, viewed 
thus from the deck of a ship, at this liour when the 
night tapestries them with its thousand illusions of 
colour, are perhaps the finest terrestrial forms that my 
eyes have yet contc‘inplated ; and then the ship floats 
60 gently inclined, like a moveable balcony on the sea, 
which murmurs while caressing Iut keel ! *^thc air is so 
mildly wai’m and so perfumed ! the sails give out such 
pleasing sounds at each puff of the evening breeze ! — 
almost all that I h)ve is there, tranquil, hap{)y, safe, 
looking and enjoying with me. Julia and her mother 
are leaning near me on the rigging. The couriteiiancc 
of the child beams at all the views, and names of places, 
at all the historical facts which licr mother relates to 
her regarding each ; her eyes float along with ours 
over all those scenes, the marvellous dramas of which 
are already known to her ! There is genius in lier look ; 
one sees there the deep, living, warm, and raj)id thoughts 
of a mind which is budding imder the ardent and loving 
soul of her mother ; she stMUiis to enjoy us mucJi as we 
do, and especially because she sees ns iiitereste<l and 
happy — ^for the soul of that child lives in ours; a t(‘ar 
comes into her eyes, if she secs me sad and ])onsi vo ; liei* 
features are an iustautanoous r(;flectiou of mine, and 
the smile of every joy of ours never lias to wait for a 
like smile from her li))s. I low' beautiful she is thus ! 

I have long seen, an<l under all their aspects, the 
mountains of iloine and of Sabina ; those here surpass 
them in variety of grouping, in nmjesty of form, in 
dazzling splendour oftints ; theiralliiKaiion is endk'ss — 
it would require a voluiin^ to ileseribe what a picture 
would tell at one glance; but to be seen in all tlieir 
imaginative beauty, they must bo thus pcu’ceived at the 
fall of day. 'ilien they are to be* se(?n, clad, as in their 
youth, with forests and green pastures, and rural cot- 
tages, and flocks and sliephoj'ds ; the shades of evening 
clothe them — they liavc no other wai’drube ; just astlie 
history of the men who iiavij rendered tlieni illustrious 
requires the clouds of the past and the prr.)>t}fje <»f dis- 
tance to attach and scsluce our thoughts. Nothing ought 
to bo seen in broad day, by the light of tiie prescuit ; in 
this sad world of ours, there is nothing coiiqilctcly 
beautiful but what is ideal; illusion in all things is an 
element of the beautiful, trxeept in virtue and in love. 

Same date: eight o'clock at n?7y//7. —The wiinl freshens ; 
we are sailing along Avith a beautiful sf'a, before the 
openings of diflVreiit bays; we n]>itroacIi Cape , St An- 
gelo, anciently Cape Alalia ; we shall soon be abreast 
of it. 

August \\\ morning. — The wind has died a. .ay; we 
have passed ilic night without making any pn>gress, 
at a short distance from Cape Malia. 

Same date: noon. — 'fhe breeze is mild, and waAs ns 
towards the cape, 'rin^ frigate*, winch has ns in tow, 
hollows out ahead of us a level and jiiiinnuring path, 
along which avo glide in her wake, amidst the wreaths 
of foam which her keel daslies up on its fli rht. Cajdain 
Lyons, who knows the coast, Avish(*s to let us enjoy the 
view of the enjie and the? country, I y ijassiiig not more 
than a himdreu fathoms from tile shore. 

At tlio extremity of Ca])c St Angel*), or Malia, which 
advances coiisidera!)iY hdo llio sen, that narrow pas- 
eag© commen* es wifi e* timin *>,jirini -s avoid by leaving 
the island of (Jerigo on their left. '1 his <^apc is the <aij»e 
of tempests forjlreek sailors. Tnc jiir. alone show 
head tq, it, because they know tlu-y ’,ydll net be followed 
tlutbori^ jChe wind descends fv' a this cape with such 
impetuosity on the sea, that it n Imrls 
oiling. atQm from the mountain upon tlie decks of 

te steep and ina'^ecssibk declivity c* Jx vuck 


that foms the headland of the cape, sharpened by huf- 
i^icancs and by the lashing of the spray, accident has 
suspended three rocks detached from the summit, and 
arrested half way in their fall. There they remain, like 
a nest of sea-fowl bending over the foaming abyss of 
the watera. A quantity of reddish earth, also stopped 
ill its fall by these three unequal rocks, gives root to 
five or six stunted fig-trees, which themselves hang with 
their tortuous branches, and their large grey leaves, over 
the roaring gulf that whirls at their feet. Tiie eye can- 
not tlisccrn any footpath, any practicable declivity, by 
w'hich this little mound of vegetation could be reache<f. 
However, a small low dwelling can be distinguished 
among the fig-trees — a house of a gi’ey, sombre ap- 
pearance, like the rock which sei'ves for its base, and 
w'ith wlucli one confounds it on the first view. Ovcir 
the flat roof of the house there rises a small open bed- 
fry, as over the iloor of eonvents in Italy: a bell is 
suspended from it.* I’o the right are to be seen some 
ancient ruins of foundations of red bricks, in which 
there are three open areades lending to a little terrace 
that stretches in front of the lK)iise. An eagle would 
have feared to build bis eyrie in such a place, w’ilbout 
a single bush or trunk of a tree to sludter him from 
tlio wind which roars eontiiinally,froin the eternal noise 
of the sea breaking, and of the spniy licking incessantly 
tho polished rock, under a sk}' always burning. Well ! 
a mail has done what the bird itself would seareely Jiavo 
dared to do ; he has ehosc'ii this asylum, lie liv(.*s there ; 
we perceived liim -he is a lic rinit. W(> doubled the 
cape so closely that we eouhl distinguish his long white 
heard, his staff, his chaplet, his hood of hrown felt, like 
that of sailors in winter, lie went on his knees as we 
passed, w itli his face* turned towards tljc sea, as if he 
were imploring the succour of Heaven for the unknown 
slrangtTs on thi‘< jirrilous passagf*. The wand, wliieh 
issues furiously fri'in llu! mount a in -gorges of Laconia, 
us soon as you dou)))o tlio rock of tlio capo, began to 
resound in our sails, and mako the two Vf ssels roil and 
staggm*, covering tlie scm wiih foam as far as tin.* ey<' 
could reach. A lu'w sea was opciiing liefore us. '!l’hc 
hermit, in order to follow us still fartlior whh his eyes, 
ascended the crest of a rock, and we iHsiinguislied him 
th.ere, ou his knees and motionh-ss, as long as wo werei 
in sight of tlie ea|>e- 

WJiat is this man? He nuist have a. soul trebly 
stc( [>ed in woe, to have cliostai this frightful ab»)di' ; ho 
must have a heart and senses ea/pr for strong and eternal 
emotions, to live in this vulture’s nest, atom*, with the 
boundless horizon, the Inirricane, ami tlie roai*of the sea. 
His only s])ectaelo is, from time to time, a passing ship, 
the ei’caking of tho masts, tlie ti'ai iiig of i.ihe sails, tho 
cannon of distress, tlie erics (d'sailoj's in tlK'ir agony. 

These, three lig-treos, tl’.at little inaeeossible field, this 
spectacle of the ctinvulsive stviiggle of the elenioiits, 
thesp rough, severe, and mi.ditalive inqiri'ssions of the 
soul, formed one of the dreams of my childhood and 
youth, liy an instinct wliicli my knowledge fd' men 
bus since coidirmiMi, | never place* I liap]»iiiess but in 
solitude — only, at that time I j^laced love there ; but 
now 1 shall ])laco there, love, (lod, andtliought: this 
desert suspended between the heaveWAvVjnl the sea, 
shaken hy the inei'ssant shock of the winds and waves, 
would still he one of tlie charms of iny lioart. It is the 
attilmle of tho bird of tin? mountains, while yet touching 
witli its f«)ot the sharp siiminit of the rock, and already 
tlaj)ping its wings to dart still higher into the regious 
of light. There is no w'ell-orgariised man who would 
not become, in such an abode, either a saint or a great 
poet, pmiiajis both. Hut w hat a violent shock of exis- 
tence must have been re((uii’ed to inspire me with sucii 
thoughts and desires, and to drive thither those other 
liven w'lnim I see there I Hod knows. Whatever bo 
the case, be eaiiiiot bo an ordinary man, who has felt 
the pleasure and the necessity of booking himsdlf like 
tho pcndiiut bindweed to the walls of such an abyss, and 
to remain hovering tliero during a wJiolo lifetime, besidtj 
the tumult of the elements, tlie terrible music of the 
tempesi, alone with his owu thoughts, in the presence 
of luiture and of Uod, 





^anie daie»^ At somd leagues’ distance from the cape, 
the sea became liner again. Light Greek vessels, un> 

t eckod and crowded with canvass, passed alongside of us 
1 the deep valleys of the waves ; they arc full of women 
^nd children, who are going to Hydra with baskets of 
inielons and grapes. The least puff of wind makes them 
heel over on the sea, so much as to bathe theii* sails in 
it. They have nothing to protect them from the wave 
but a cloth a few feet high, stretched along the side ex- 
posed to the water ; they are often concealed from our 
view by the billow and the foam ; ihvy rise again like a 
cork boating on the water. What a life ! — it is that of 
almost all tlie Greeks ; th(iir clomont is the sea ; they 
disport there like the child of our villages on our moun- 
tain heaths. The destiny of tho country is written by 
nature ; it is the sea. 

S'ame date . — J tero are the distant siinimits of tho 
island of Crete rising on our right ; hero is Ifhv covered 
with snows, appearing fj*oiii this distanco like the toi)- 
sails of a vessek 

Wo enter a vast bay, that of Argos ; wo glide along 
with the wind aft, and with the velocity of a flight of 
swalhjws ; the rot^ks, inoiintains, and islands of the two 
shore's, fly like dark clouds from hofe)rc us. IsMght falls ; 
■\\’e alrt.'iidy perceive tho head of tho hay, though it is 
six lengiies in extent ; the masts of three squadrons an- 
chored before Nauplia arc sketched out like a winter fo- 
1‘est on the background of the sky and the plain of Argos. 
The darkness hecomes soon cunipleto ; flr<‘s arc lighted 
on the mountain slopes, and in tlui woods, where the 
Greek shepherds arc tending their flocks ; the ships arc 
firing the evening gun. Wo see all the guriports of tlu'se 
sixty vessels at anchor gleaming successively, lik(i the 
streel.s of a great town lighted by its reflectors ; wo enter 
this labyrinth of shi]»s, and wo an; about to anchor in 
the middle of the iiigliL close to a little fort which pro- 
tects tin.' I’oadstcad of Nauplia, in front of the town, 
and undor the guns of the castle of Valamid.'s. 

Avtjnst i) I rise with the sun to have at h'ligth the 

])loasiire of view ing close to me the Gulf of Argos, Ar- 
gos, Nauplia, the present capital of Greece. What a 
eoinplcLi! doceptiou! Nauplia is a iniserablo village, 
built on ilie side of a long and narrow’ gulf, on a margin 
of earth that has fallen dowai from the lofty mountains 
that cov(‘i' tli(' whole of this coast ; the houses have no 
foreign chai-aetc'r ; they arc built in tho styli? of tho 
Jiiost ordinary dwellings in the villages of Franco ami 
.Savoy. I\iost part of tlioni are in ruins, and the frag- 
ments walls overturned by cannon in tlie last war, 
ai'O still lying in tho middle' of the stretds. Tw’o or 
tliree new liouses, painted in rough colours, appear mi 
the (juay, aivl a lew eoflec-hous(?s and shops «'f wood 
project on j»ile.s into tlu; sea; those coflbe-h“iises and 
balconies on the water are crowded with some hundreds 
of Greeks, in their gaudiest hut dirtiest costume ; tlu'v 
stre seated or stretched out on jdauks or on the sand, 
forming a thousand pietiiresqiic groups. All their phy- 
siognomies are heauliliil, hut sad and ferocious; the 
weight of iudoleucc oppresses their every attitude. The 
laziness of the Neapolitans is mild, serene, and gay — it 
is tho nonchalance of happiness; the laziness of the 
Greeks is hj^^‘?^niorosc, and gloomy — it is a vice wdiich 
is its own punishment We turn our eyes from Naii- 
plia ; I admire tlie beautiful fortress of Falamides, which 
ranges over the wli de mountain by which the town is 
commanded ; the hattleincntod walls resemble the in- 
dentations of a natural rock. 

But where is Argos t A vast plain, sterile and naked, 
intersected with marshes, extends in a circular form 
at the head of tho gulf ; it is bounded on all sides by 
chains of grey luoiuitaiiis. At the eiul of this jdaiii, 
about two leagues in the interior, you perceive -it conical 
hill, which has a few fortified walls on its summit, and 
which prote<ds with its .shadu%v a village in ruins: that 
is Argos, liiiite close to this is the tomb of Aguincin- 
iion. But wh'.it are Agamemnon and his .‘mpire to me? 
These historical and political legends have lost the 
interest of youth and of truth. 1 should wish to see 
only a valhy of Arcadia ; 1 prefer a tree, a sjuing 
under tho rock, a rose-kurel on the biiuk of a river, 


und«r the fallen arch a bridge tapestried with bindr. 
weed, to tho monument of one of those classical kin^ 
dome, which no longer recall any thing to my mind save 
the ennui they gave me in my infancy. 

August 10.— We have passed two days at Nauplia, 
The state of J ulia’s health again distresses me. 1 remain 
a few days more, to wait till she is completely reco- 
vered. We are on shore, in the chamber of a wretched 
inn, opposite a barrack of Greek troogs. The soldiers 
are all day stretched out under the shade of the frag- 
ments of ruined walls ; their costumes are rich and pic- 
turesque ; their features hear the impress 'of misery 
and despair, and of all those fierce passions which civU 
war kiudles and foments in those savage souls. The 
most complete anarchy reigns at this moment over all 
the Morea. Each day, one faction triumphs over tho 
other, and wc hear the musketry of the Kleplitos, of 
tho (Jolocotroiii faction, wlio are fighting on the other side 
of the gulf against tho troops of the government. We 
are informed, by every courier that descends from the 
mountains, of tho burning of a town, the pillage of a val- 
ley, or the massacre of a population, by one of the parties 
that are ravaging their native country. One cannot go 
beyond the gates of Nauplia. without being exposed to 
musk< t shots. Ih'inee Karadja had the goodness to 
propose to me an escort of his palikars to go and visit 
the tomb of Againeiniion ; and general Corbet, who 
commands the Frcn(;li foi'ccs, politely oflei’ed to add to 
tlii'in a detaehment of his soldiers. 1 refused, because 
[ did ii<3t wish, for the gratification of a vain curiosity, 
to expose the lives of several men, for which 1 should 
eternally reproach myself. 

Attgusi 1‘2. — I w’as this morning present at a meeting 
of tho Greek Parliament. The hall is a hovid of w'ood ; 
the w'alls and roof are formed of plauks of fir badly 
joined. The de|)uti(rs are seated on raised Ijenchea 
around a floor of sand ; they speak from their places. 

We sat down, to seiitliem arrive, on a heap of stones 
at the door of the hall. They came in succes.siou on 
hor.sohack, o.ich accomp.anied by an escort more or less 
numerous, according to the importaniio of the chief. 
Each deputy disnioiinted, and liiy palikars, superbly 
armed, wont and grouped theinseivos at some distanco 
in the Httle plain w hich surroimds tho hall. 'J'his plain 
pr<'.‘'(‘nt<’d tho iiiiag(r of an enirampmoiit, or of a caravan. 

'I'he attitude of the deputies was haughty and mar- 
tial ; they spoki' without confusion or interruption, in 
a tone of emotion, though, at the same time, firm, 
measured, and harmonious. Tlioy were no longer those 
ferocious figures that are sorepul.sive to tho view in tho 
slreiits of Nauplia ; they w’cru the chiefs of u heroic 
nation, who still held in their hands tho musket or tho 
s;ihro with which tlu'y had just been combating for its 
deliverance, and who w’ero deliberating together on tho 
means of securing tlu‘. triumph of their liberties. 

One cannot imagine any thing more simple, and, at 
the .same time, more imposing, than the spectacle of 
this armed nation thus deliberating amidst the ruins of 
tlieir couutiw’ under a planked roof raised in the open 
field, w’hilst Tlie soldiers w'cre polishing their anus at 
the very door of this si'iiate, and the horses neighing 
impatiently to rosiiiiic their path on tho mountains! 
There wi'rc to ho s(?on among those chiefs some heads 
admirable for beauty, intelligence, and heroism : these 
were the mountainot'rs. The Greek merchants of the 
islands w’cro easily recognised by their more effeminate 
features, and by the w ily expression of their physiog- 
noinii'S. The commerce and indolence* of their towns 
have removed all nobility anj.1 vigour from their couu- 
toiiaiices, and stamped in tlieh' stead the impress of that 
vulgar skill and cumiiiig w hich characterises them. 

August 13. — There w’as a eliarniing fettj given on 
hoard his vesstd by Admiral llotham, who commands 
tho English station in tho roads of Naypliu. He made 
us visit his throe- decker, the St Vincent, and caused to 
bo executed for us the hnitatioii of a naval combat. A 
vt\ssel, manned with sixteen hundred men, aud seon 
thus at the moment of action, is the luastcrpiecSe of 
human iutclleet. 

He is au excellent man, whose countenance and maU'* 
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ners present that rare union of the nobleness of the old houses are arranged perpendicularly to one another, 
wawior and the benevolent mildness of the philosopher, and were the refuge of free commerce, and of Greek 
a disposition which pervades generally the line physiog- opulence, during the domination of the Turks, One 
nomies of the English aristocracy. He ottered us one can estimate the increasing or decreasing civilisation 
of his vessels of war to accompany us as far as SmjTna. of a nation by the situation of its towns and villages ; 
i declined, and claimed this favour from Admiral when security and independence augment, the towns 
liugon, who connnands the Kroiicli squadron. He has descend from the mountains to the plains; wlien tjTanny 
been so good as give us the brig Le (Jhiky commanded and anarchy rc^vive, they reascend tlie rocks, or take 
by Captain Cuu^o d’< )ri)ano : but it w'ill only escort ns refuge on the reefs of the ocean. During the middle 
as far as Rhodes. in Italy, on the Rhino, in Franco, the towns were 

I dined with M. Rouen, French minister in Greece ; eagles* nests, on the peaks of inaccessible rocks. 

T was myself to have oeeujued tliat ]> 08 t under the re- Same date The niglit was calm. We passed a 

storation. He congratulated mo .at not having obtained delicious evening on deck. We shall sail to-morrow, 
it. M. Rouen, w'Jio liail passed at Nauplia all the if the north wind does not return in equal strength. 

niiserablc days of reek anarchy, was sighing for his Aiigmt 18: at sea Wc weiglicd anchor at three 

tleliverance. He consoled himself for the severity of o’clock in tlic morning. A moderate witid allowa.‘d us 
Ins exile, by giving a wcdeoine reception to his country- to api>roach that point of the continent which advances 
men, and by representing, wdth pertt'Ct grace and into the Sea of Athens ; but when tliere, a fresh tern- 
cordiality, the high position of France, in a roikiitry pest assailed us, still more violent than the fornujr ; >vo 
which one must love both in its past and in its future were in an instant separated from the two vessels that 
history, were sailing in (‘ompany with us. I’he sea became 

August 15. — I wrote nothing; my soul w'as withered enormous; we rolled from one abyss into anothei’, the 
.Mild melancholy like tlie frightful country that sur- vuimIs dipping into tlie wave, and the spray dashing 
rounded me: naked rocks, ruddy or black soil, eroeping ver tlie deck. TJu? captain persisted in doubling the 
andduskyshrubs, marshy plains, w'liere the frosty north eape; after several hours’ iiieirectual maiicxMivriiig, lie 
wind, even in tlie month of August, blows over harv(!sts succeeded. We were now in the open s(‘a; but the 
of reeds ; there is all. This land of Greee(‘ is now but , wind was so powerful, tliat tlie brig niad(‘ considerable 
the wiiiding-slieet of a people ; it rt seinbles an old I leeway. We were obliged to stand for tlie mountains 
sepulchre robbed of its bones, and the very stones of that were distinguishahie on tin* other side of the Hay 
which are seatttu’ed and embrowiii‘d by the lapse of of Athens. We went six knots, amidst clouds of Jiumid 
ages. Where is the beauty of tliat Greece so much I dust, ami under showers of spray, lining from the 
vaunted? Where is her gilded and transparent sky? head and sides of the vtssel. ()ceas‘ionally the hori/eii 
All is now dull and cloudy, as in a ravine of Savoy or cleared up, and uiIo\V(‘d us a glimpsk? of Gape ('olonna 
Auvergne, in the last days (»f autuimi. Tlie violence whittling out ahead of us. We ••xpeirted to anchor in 
of the north wind, which swept along with the roaring tlie evening at the foot of these columns, and to salute 
\vaves to the hea.d of the hay where we were luiehored, tlie memory of the divine IMato, who was wont to come 
prevented us from leaving. and meditate two thousand years heft)re us on this 

August 18: at sea — at anchor off the gardens of same promontory of Simiuin. I could not withdraw 
Hydra. — At length wc start'd last night with a line my view from the horizon, whenwippoar the monntain.i 
breeze at south-east ; we were asleci» in our hammoeks. of Athens, from wliieli the tempest is repelling us. At 
At seven o’clock w(^ were out of tiu; gulf; tin* H(‘a was length, towards sunset, the wind abated, and wo made 
beautiful, and beat melodiously against th<) sides of tin? a tuck towards ilie island of Fgina. We got almost 
vessel. We were now in the channel that extends beeuliiied tiikUm* slndter of the island, and of the coast 
between the mainland and tlie islands of Hydra and of the mainland, and w«* enteri'd at the fall of day 
Spezzia. another gulf, formed by the island and the lovely shores 

Towanls noon, we wore driven towards the coast of of Goriiilh. 'I'lit; s(‘a was like a mirror, and we seeme*! 
the continent, ojqmsile to Hydra. Those t<*rrihle sciualls, j to sail on a waveh ss river, whosij impereeptihle ciir- 
jiroceeding from all the points of tlie compass, remlercd rent was carrying ns to tlie anchorago. We east anchor 
the W’orkiiig of the ship pi'ri Ions. Our sails were tom to at the moment wlien the night fell in an imimiisc! eii- 
])ieces ; there w’us a risk of our masts being carried away ; chanU'd lake, enveloj>ed with sombre mountains, and 
for three Jiuiirs, w'e .struggled without remission against wdien the rising muon was striking w ith its silvery light 
furious liurricaiie.s ; the sailors were exhausted with the Acropolis of Gorinth, and the eoiumns of the Temple 
fatigue ; the captain appeared anxious about the fate of | of Angina. We W'eve some Imiidreds of ]»ae('s from the 
the vessel : at last lie succeeded in gaining the sludter of j island, opposite gardens sliiuled by beautiful jilanes. A 
a lofty shore, and an anehorage wxdl known to sailors, } linv whilt? houses shone forth amidst the verdure'. \N'e 
abreast of a eliarrning hill, called the Gardens of Hydra, j enjoyed repose, and a trainpiil siipjier on deck, after a 
We cast anchoi* there at a mile from the coast, and not day of jicrils and fatigues. Such is the life uf tiMucl- 
far from tlu; hrig-of-war Le (tCniCy which had follow'ed lers, and of man on tlie earth. 

the same route. Gii our right, tlu; island of yl^.glna, sijftening its 

We had a day’s repose, tliough tin? so^ was still agi- dark and rapid ileelivities, extends along a gulf into a 
tated, and squalls whistled through our rigging; wm* tongue of land, strewed witli a few' cypresses, vines, 
landed on the coasts — it was tlie prettiest sj)ot W(f hau ami lig-trees, and ti^rminated by the t<^i•^l. The latter 
yet visited in Greece; hd'ty mountains command the is less oddly situated than the fewGn.M.'k tRwiis we had 
landscape ; they retain, besides, some strata of earth, as yet seen ; the gymiiusium, erected by (’aj)O d’ 1 stria, 
some patclies of a pale green on tlieir rounded flanks ; gleams in the centre — its museum. 1 did not go there ; 
they slope gently, and hide their feet in s« nie forests of i am tired of inuKeiims, those cemeteries of tlie .arts ; 
olives ; farther tiff, they extend in moderate iii'diinations fragments dc'taclied from their locality, tlu'ir destination, 
us far as the ihannel of Hydra, hich ttows at their and from the whole of wlueh they Vormed a part, are 
feet like a large? river rather than a sea. There the dead — the dust of marble which has life no more. I 
eyd reposes on one or two country-houses, surrounded went asliore alone, and passed two delicious hours in 
bv gardens and orelia^d,-,, cultivated fields, groups of a garden of eypre.s8es and orange trees boloiiging to 
c^^^^tnut trees and gr* '*!! o; !vs, ttocle , some Greek pea- Gergio, Rey of Hydr.a. At ten o’clock 1 returned to 
saiits cultivating the grcauid. We let hxise our dogs, tlie vessel; on descending the ladd€?r, I found half of 
and hunted all day on the niount«<.u. ; returned with the deck literally covei'ed with heaps of water-melons, 
game. ^ immense baskets full of grapes of all forms and cohiurs, 

town of Hydra, which co' ^s all itu‘ little island some of wliicli weighed from three to four pounds, tigs of 
of was shining on the otlier side of the Attica, and all the Hewers that the seasonandtheeli- 

resplendaut, glittering like a rock ne\. ly mate could furnish. They told mo it was the governor 
li^idlancl does not present an inch of grouT«d to of Angina, Nicolas Scuftb, wrlio having learned, the ev(?n- 
dlis^tono; the town covin's the .^iiok : the iiig before, through niy Greek pilot, of my passage 
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trough the gulf, had come to pay me a visit with a 
oat lull of this present l^rom his estate ; he recognised 
t my name that of a friend to Greece, and had brought 
le the first pledge of that prosperity which so many 
fenerous hearts have d<?aired for that country ! He 
(Announced his intention of retuiniing in the evening. I 
requested a boat from Captain Cuiieo d'Oriumo, and 
went to yEgina to carry my thanks to the governor ; 1 
found him afloat, and we returjH?d togetluT on board 
our vessel. He is a distinguished man, of very intel- 
lectual conversation. We spoke of (1 recce, of Ikt 
future condition, and her present crisis. 1 saw with 
regret that the religious spirit is extinct in Gi’eece ; the 
ignorant elex’gy arc despised ; the conimereial spirit has 
not sufficient virtue to rt‘suseitate a people. I fear for 
that country ; at the first European crisis, it will decom- 
pose itself afresli. It is as in Italy ; men the most intel- 
ligent and courageous, brilliant individuals, but no 
common bond of union — Greeks, but no nation. 

Having sailed at noon of the 1 Hth from /Egina, w'csaw 
the sun st‘t in the golden valley that is Indlowed out on 
the isthmus of Corinth, between Acro-Corintlius and 
tlie niountulns of Attica — it kindled up all that quarter 
of the heaven; and it was there that, for the first time, 
we witnessed tliat splendour of the firmament which 
gives to the East its charm and its glory. Salamis, the 
tomb of the of Xerxes, was a tew paces ahead of 
ns — a giu'v coast, dark soil, w ith no other attraction but 
its name ; its naval battle, and the memory of Tliemis- 
tocles, cause it to bo saluted with respect by the 
mariner. ^I'Ih' mountains of Attica jvii.se their black 
summits above? Salamis ; and to the right, on one of the 
deci'<‘asing peaks of yEgina, the temple of Jupiter Paii- 
liellenicus, gilded by llm last rays of clay, rises above 
this .scene, one of the fine.st of an historical nature, ami 
ea.sts its religious roniiniseenecs ovi!r that record of 
places and tinn s ; tin? I'cligious thoughts of Imniaiiity 
mingle \vi(h and eon.seer:it(‘ the wboh', but the rtdigion 
of tlie Greeks, a religieii of tin* mind and the imagina- 
tion, and not of tin? heart, doe.s not iiiakt* on me the 
shglitest impres.sion ; we know that these gods of the 
}«'o]>le w(‘re only the sportive envitions of j)oetry 
and of art — gods feigned aiul di earned of. Tljere W'as 
nothing grave, nothing n al, nothing drawn from the 
rleop wells of natui’e, and of the human .soul, before the 
age of Socrates and Ifiato ! d'heii c.ommeiieed the reli- 
gion of rc'ason ! Tlien came Cliristianity, which had 
received from its divine founder llu' woi’<I and the key 
ef Imnuin destiny ! The ages i)f barharisni, which 
it Ijad to traverse U) aiTivi? at ns, hav<? often impaired 
and di.sfiguj'od it, hut if it h;id fallim among Platos ;ind 
l’ythag<»rases, what should we not liave attaine«l to, 
owing to it, b\^it, and with it! 

A .setth^d culm caim* on, and w e Heated six lioiirs with- 
out motion amid the tran.sjjaivnt w'ater ami coloured 
vajJours of the Sea of .Athens. 'i’Jie Acropolis ami the 
Parttu’iioii rise like an altar six h agiies in front of u.s, 
di*taeh(?d from Mount Penthiliens, Alount llyinettu.s,ami 
Mount Anehi.simis. In fact, Athens is an altar to the 
gods, tlie iinost pede.stiil oii which past agt?s couUl have 
placed the statm; of humanity ! At the jn’esent day its 
.aspect is .sombre, /aid, dark, arid, desolate — a weiglit on 
the heart ; tltere is nothing Jiving, given, gracioirs, or 
animated ; we see there nature exhausted, which God 
alom* could vivify. Liberty wdll not sulfice for IhLs; to 
the poet and tin; painter, it is written on these* barren 
mountains, on these capes wdntemd with crumbling 
temple.s, on these inai-.sliy or pebbly lieaths, w hich have 
no longer any thing but sonorous nanios, it is w'ritten — 
“ It is finished !'’ it is a land of apocalyp.se that seems 
struck l»y soim? divine malediction, by some great w’ord 
t)f prophecy ; a Jerusalem of the nations, in wliich there 
is no longer even a tomb ! Such is the idea of Athens 
and all the shores of Attica, of the islands and the 
Pelopoiiese. 

Having annved at the Pirtvus at eight o’clock in the 
morning of the 19th August, we tame to an anchor. 
Horses were waiting for us on the beach of the Pirteus ; 
we mounted. I found au ass, on which we placed a side- 
saddle for Julia; and we started, tor half a league, 


the plain, althougli of a light, manageable, and fertile 
soil, is completely naked and uncultivated. The Turks 
burned, during the war, a forest of olive-trees, which 
extended down to the sea; some black trunks still 
remain. We entered the wood of oliv<*s and fig-trees, 
which encircle the advanced group of the hills of Atliens 
as with a verdant belt. We followed the foundations, 
still evident, of the long wall built by Tliemistocles, 
which united the city to the Pincus. A few Turki.sli 
fountains, in the form of wells, surrounded with ruEtic 
troughs of rough stone, are placed at intervals. Some 
Greek p(?asaiits, and a few Turkish soldiers, wore lying 
near the foimtuins, and giving each other to drink. At 
length we passed under the lofty ramparts and black 
rock.s that serve as a pedestal to the Parthenon, The 
Parthenon itself does not a[)pcar to us to increase in 
magnitude, hut, on the contrary, to dwindle the more as 
we approach it. 'J’he etteet of this edifice, the finest, 
by the judgment of all ages, that human hands have 
erected on the earth, does not, wIkjii thus viewed, cor- 
re.spoiid iu anything to wbat one expects; and tho 
pompous language of travellers, artist.s, or poets, falls 
back sorrowiiilJy on your heart, when you see that 
reality so remote from the descriptions. It is not gilded 
as by the petrified rays of the Grecian sun ; it does not 
shout upwards like an aerial island, carrying a divine 
monumi*nt ; it does not shine from afar on tlie sea and 
laud like a beacon-light, proclaiming, here is Athens ! 
— here man lias exhau.sted bis genius, and hurled his 
defiance to the future ! No, notliing of all tliis ! Over 
your head, you .sec rising irregularly old blaekisli walls, 
covered with wliite spots. Tlie.se .spots are marble, the 
lTagment.s of the monuments with wliich the Acropolis 
was crowiu'd, Ijidbn* its restoration by Pliidias an<l 
Pericles. 'riies«.> walls, Hanked at intervals by other 
walls tliat .sustain them, are crowned with a square 
Byzantine tower and A'enetiuu battlements. They 
surround a broad eminence, vvliicli contained almost 
all the sacred mouunu'iits of the city of Tlie.seus. At 
the t'xtivinity of this eminence, on tlie side of the 
yEgeaii JSea, there pre.seius itself the Parthenon, or 
'remple of Minerva, tin? virgin that sprang from the 
brain of Jujiiter. Tiiis temple, tlu? eoliiiniis of wliicli 
are blacki.sli, is marked here and there with spots of a 
dazzling wliiteiiess ; lh(^se arc the impre ssions of the 
'I’urkisli cannon, or of the bammcr.s of the Iconoclasts. 
Its form is an oblong ; it appears too low and too small 
for its luonLuncntal situation. It docs not say of itself, 
This is I ; 1 am tin* Parthenon, I cannot beany thing 
else — you mu^5t ask this of your guide, and wlieii lie 
lias auswfivd you, you are still in doubt. Farther olf, 
at the foot of the Aeropolis, you pass tlirough a dark 
low gateway, at wliich a fi w 'furks in ragged garb are 
seated, be.side tl KM r rich and beautiful weapons, and you 
are in Athens. I'be lirst moimuu nt worthy of regard 
is the temple of diipiter Olyinpius, tlu; magnificent 
columns of which riM* alone on a naked and desert 
place, to the right of w hat w a.s Athens, a worthy porticu 
of the city of ruins ! Sonu* paces from this, we entered 
the city, tliat i.*to j^ay, au inextricable labyrinth of nar- 
row paths strewed with portions of fallen walls, of 
broken tiles, of .stones and marble, .scattered pellrmell ; 
sometimes descmidiiig into the court of a ruined house, 
sometimes clambering along the staircase, or even on the 
roof of aiiotlicr. In these little, white, vulgar hovels, 
or ruins of ruins — dirty and infected haunts — some 
families of Greeks are huddled together and hidden. 
Here and tlit re, several women, with b)p.ek eyes, and 
the graceful Atlicniaii mouth, came out, at the noise of 
our liorsi's’ footsteps, to tho thl’eshold of the door, and 
gave us tlie gracious salute of Attica, Welcome, geii- 
tlcineii foreigners, to Athens !” We arrived, after a 
quarter of an hour’.s walk, amid.st the winuPscencs of 
devastation, and tho same heap.s of fallen walls and 
roofs, at tho modest dwelling of M. GaSpari, agent of 
the consulate of Greece at Athens. 1 had sent liiin in 
the morning the letter that recommended me to hia 
attentions, I had no need of it ; politeness is the dis- 
position of almost all our agents towaixls a stranger. 
M. Gaspari received us like uiikuow'u friends ; and while 





lie was Bending bis son to search for a residence to us 
in some house still standing, one of his daughters, an 
Athenian girl, a fine and graceful specimen of that 
beauty horcditai'y in the women of lun* country, served 
Up to us, with much eagerness and modesty, some iced 
orange juice, in vessels of porous earth, of antique form. 
After having refreshed ourselves a while in this humble 
asylum of simple and cordial hospitality, so sweet to 
meet with under a burning sun, several hundreds of 
mil^s from one’s country, at the close of a day of storm, 
heat, and dust, M. (laspari conducted us to the lower 
part of tiio town, across the same ruins, to a neat, w'hite 
house, quite recently built, and whore an Italian, M. 
•— — , had established an inn. A few rooms whitened 
with lime, and neatly furnished ; a court refreshtul by a 
spring, and by a little shade ; at the foot of the staircase 
a fine lioness in white marble ; abundance of fruits and 
vegetables; some honey of 11 ymettus, calumniated by 
ill. de Chriteaubriand ; Greek servants, atrquainted with 
Italian, attentive and intfdligcnt — all this was doubly 
valuable to ns, in midst (jf the desolation and absolute 
nakedness of Athens. 

One could not be more coinforta])le on a tour through 
Italy, England, or Hwitzerlaud. M;iy this inn nuiintain 
its ground, and pros]a?r for the couaohitUm and wcll'are 
of travellers to e-ome ! Hut, alas ! for forty-eight <lays, 
no stranger had crossed its tiiroshold or disturbed its 
silence I 

In the evening, ]\r. Gropius obligingly eaiuo and |.)ut 
himself at our dis])us:il, to sliow^ us, and C(»rinnent witli 
us upon Athi'iis. As haj>py as INF. de (Jhateaubriaiid 
had been hu’inorly when eojiducted through the ruins 
of Athens by M. Fiuivel, we had in M. Gropius a S(‘eoiid 
Fauvel, W'ho had beconu' an Atliejiian tliirly-two years 
before, and built, lila; his master, a h<*u.se for his ulil 
age, amidst these wrecks of a city where? he had sjx nt 
his youth, and whicli ho assists as mneli as luj can to 
rai>-.e, for the liundredth tini<‘, out of its jH.H ticaJ. ashes, 
3V1, Gropius is constd for Austria in ( rreece, and a man 
of intellect and learning, j'uiiirjg to tlie most {»rofoiind 
and correct kiiowledgt* of antiquity, that cliaraclex* 
of simple good nature and inoiVensive grac<‘, wlneii is 
the distiiKuivc feature of the tnu^ and worthy sons of 
learned Germany. \V'h(?!i imjustly accused Iw L<»rd 
Byron, in his sarcasti(? notes on Athons, M. ( Jropius did 
not return hijury for injury to the memory (.f the great 
poet : he was only alllietod tliat Ills nanm should ]iav«* 
been dragged hy him through e<lition after edition, and 
consigned to the rancour of tanatics ignorant of anti- | 
quity; but lio did not choose to justify himself ; and 
when one is <ni tlu,‘ spot, ii witiu^ss to the ccajstant ellcu’ls 
inadti by tliis distinguislu-d man to restore some word 
to an inscription, some strayed fragrrmnt to a statue, or 
a form and date to a inonumeiit, one is sure h(dor«*hand 
that M. tlropius lias never j)r(ifaiied what lie adores, 
nor made a \ile cimnnerct’ ol the noblest and most dis- 
interested of studies, the, study of anli<iuitie.s. 

■ With such a man days are woj ih years f-'^ the igjio- 
rant traveller like myself. I reqU'-sted llii.i ;.i> excus<; 
me from all <louhifiil antiquities, eonvebtional celebri- 
ties, and systematic hea ’.tios. .1 abhor la is* 'hood and 
effort ill every thiiig, hut especially in admiration. I 
wish to see only what tjio*l or man has made hcautiful — 
present, real, j)a!pah!e. heanty, addn'ssing its«*lf to tlie 
eye and to the soul ; and not the beauty of a locality or 
an epocl), historical, or critical beauty — 1 leave tliat for 
the learned. 'JV, us there must iv J.' anty, evi- 

dent and sej!fsihl*’ : w'O ar*.- not 'reatnres of ahslrac- 
tion, but Jii'Ui of nature and insAneL 'I bus have 1 many 
a tinio travi > Jtoim:; thus l ave 1 visiti 'l seas and 
mountains; thus in."' I jead sisges, liistorians, ami 
poets; thus have t ^ \i<( e AAiofv ' 

It was a pure and h* air.iful i.v* \t- the devouring 
sun was deHCtyidiug. hath.ed in a \ t. vapour, on the 
black and .narrow' bar wl.h ii th i, i it,ri lathmus of 
Corinth, was gilding w’it!* Ms 1;' im’iinous beams 
the hattleinjatts of the Acropolis, which ]‘rcsi.iit tlndr 
fcroi^ rouiit^feko liio crown of a tower, *,v< r tin* I'a’go 
aitd undukitb^walley, where sleeps in sikmce the ■il.ade 
of AihottS* We^&ued out by paths w ith'. . . v, ui. j or 


trijwjk, having to clear at every moment breaches of 
fallen garden-walls, or of roofioss houses, or of ruins 
lying in heaps on the white dust of the soil of Attica. 
As we descended towards the bottom of the deep and 
desert valley shaded by the Temple of Theseus, the 
Pnyx, the Areopagus, and the Hill of the Nymphs, we 
discovered a greater extent of the modern town open- 
ing out on our left, resembling in every thing what 
we had previously seen. A vast, confused, melancholy, 
disordered assemblage of fallen huts, of pieces of wall 
still standing, roots sunk in, gardens and courts ravaged, 
mounds of stones heaped together, barring up the way, 
and rolling under our feet ; the whole wore the colour- 
ing of recent ruins, that dull, feeble, and discoloured 
gi’ey, which has not even for the eye the sanctity of 
time elapsed, nor tlie gracefulness of ruins. There 
was no vegetation, excepting three or four palm-trees 
resembling Turkish minarets, that had rtuuained upright 
over the destroyed city ; Jicre and then*, a few houses 
of vulgar and modem fashion, rccimtly built by some 
Europeans, or by Greeks from Constantinople. These 
werti houses such ns arc seen in our viUag<?s of France 
or England, roofs raised without any grace, numerous 
and narrow w'indows, w'ith an absence of terraces, 
architectural lines, oj* decorations — resideiKM-s for a 
lifetime, built in the expectation of afresh destruction — 
but nothing of those palaces whicIi a civilised j)co])le 
build Avitli conlideiice for tliems(‘lvcs and generations 
unborn. In the midst of all this chaos, there appear, 
tliough rr.rely, some fragments of the .Stadium, some 
blackish columns of the Arch of Adrian, or of Lazora, 
the «lome of the I'ow'er of the Winds, or of the l>anterii 
of Diogom s, inviting, hut not detaining, the view. In 
front of us, a])i»».ai'«.Al, increasing and detaehing itself 
from the gr<'y hill on which it is placed, the Temple of 
TliesfUjs, is.oiah'd, exposed on all sides, standing (iuite 
entir*^ on its pedi-stul of rock, 'L'liis tempi*', after the 
i’arlhenoii, is, according to seit'iitilic jndg*'s, the line^.t 
tiiat Greece has er(a:te*l to lu'r goils or lua* lu'roes. 

On aj>proaeliing, assurt'*! from my reatling *d‘ tlio 
heanty of the inonnmenf, I was astonished to feel my- 
.st'ifcoM and nnmovi'd; tny Inurt tried to be aiVected, 
my eyes endeavoured to a'lniir** ; l.iul In vain ! 1 did not 
feed w hat on<; expeiM iiee^' at I in* sight of a faqjtlesrt 
work, namely, a negative plr'amr*'- was it then a real 
and strong im[)i'es.si(tn, a new , p(.w'erfid, ami involuntary 
pleasure t No ! 'i'his temple is too li(t.I<; ; it is a snhlimo 
toy of art! It is n*)t a. inominienL for gods, for nnui, 
for centuries. 1 had only one instant of eestaey ; this 
was wljen, seatofl at llte* westc'rn aiigl*' of th*.* temple, 
on the lowest sti;ps, tny vhwv tnuhraecd, all at once, the 
ni.agnilie.ent harim)iiy of its forms, and the majeslic 
elegance of its eoiumus, togetlu'i* witii the wide ;tnd 
more sombre space of its portico, and tln> admirable 
has-rcliefs on its interior friezii of tin? combats h*‘tw'een 
theCcntaur.saml tiioLapithm ; and iinderiieath, tlirough 
the opening at the centr*!, tin! blue and resph'iidaiit sky, 
diffusing its sert'in; and mystic light on the eorniees ami 
.salient figures of tlie has-relit'fs : tliey then aiipcarcd 
to live nnd move. Great artists aioii*', of all descrip- 
tions, have this gift of life, alas, tt) their own cost ! In 
the I’arthenon, there ix inain only tx:i) tigures. Mars 
and VenuH, half iU'iished hy two erioriiuMis fnignients 
of tlu; eornic'.o which liave fallen on llu'ir heads ; hut 
Hies*- two lignres arow'orth to me, in tlu'iuselve.s alone, 
more than all 1 have seen of .sculpture in my life ; tlicy 
live as never canvass nor niarhlo lived. One suffers 
from the weight that oppresses them ; you would w ish 
to relieve tlieir limbs, wliich seem to bi'iid and stilfen 
under this mass; you feel that the chisel of IMiidias 
treinble<l and glowed in his hand, when these sublime 
figures were coming to lifo under his fingers. You 
feel — and this is no illusion, but the truth, the painful 
truth ! — that the artist infused a portion of his own iii- 
divi«liuility, his own blood, into tlie forms and the veins 
of llic h<dngs whom he was creating, and that it is .still 
a part of in.s lift? that you see jialpitating in tht?so living 
fignt'cs, in tlu'se limbs ready to move, on those lips 
read^ to sp*'a k ! 

No ! the Temple of Thcficus is nut worthy of its xc- 
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jwn } it deed ttdt live as a monument^ it tells nothing same head. Nature is more libei^l. They proscribe 
l what it ought to tell; it is beauty, without doubt, from the doinam of action him who excels in the ilomain 
ht a beauty cold and dead, from which the artist alone of intellect and speech ; they would not have Plato to 
|ould shake off tho winding-sheet and wipe away tho make real laws, nor Socrates to govern a boroiigli, 
ist ! As for me, I admired it, and I went away with- I sent to request of the Turkish Bey, Youssouf Boy, 
t any desire of seeing it again. The fine stones of eommaudant of Attica, permission to ascend to the 
iie colonnade of the Vatican, the majestic and colossal utadel with my friends^ and visit the Parthenon, lie 
shadows of 8t Peter’s at Rome, have never allowG<l nin sent me a janissary to accompany me. We Set out on 
to depart without regret, without a hope of returnbig. :he 20th, at five o’clock in the motniiig, aecompajiied 
Higher up, after clambering up a black hill covered by M. Gropius. Every thing is silenced before tlie 
with thistles and reddish pebbles, you arrive at the incomparable impression of the Parthenon, tliat temple 
l^nyx, the scene of the stormy assemblies of tho people of temples built by Setinus, ordered by PeriefeS, deco- 
of Athens, and of the iueoiistant ovations of their ora- rated by Phidias ; the unique and excluslv^o model of 
tors and favourites. Enormous blocks of black stone, the beautiful in the arts of arcliitecture and sculpture 
some of which are of twelve or thirteen feet cube, rest — a sort of divine revelation of ideal beauty received 
one above another, and supported the terrace where one day by that people who were emphatically a nation 
tlie people used to meet. Higlier still, at the distance of artists, and transmitted by them to posterity in 
of about fifty paces, you ]>erceivo an enormous square blocks of imperishable marble, and in sculptures that 
block on which steps have b(;eii cut, which served doubt- will live for ever. Tliis monument, such as it was, 
less for the orator to ascend to that tribune, wliidi thus taking into view as a whole its situation, its natural 
overlooked the peojile, the town, and the sea. This has pedestal, its steps decorated with unrivalled statues, its 
no trace of the elegance of the people under Pericles ; grand figures, its execution, pm’fect in all the details, its 
it has a Roman character ; tho recollections connected material, its colour of petrified light — this monument 
with it are noble. Erom tliis, Demosthenes spoke, and has, for ages, cruslied admiration, without satisfying 
excited or (ra lined that sea of people, inoro stenrnythan it. When one sees of it what 1 have seen of it only, 
tho yEgeaii, wliichhe could also hearroaring behind him. with its majestic fragments, mutilated liy the Venetian 
I sat <lown there, alone and pensive, and remained till bombs, by the explosion of gunpowder under IMorosini, 
the night had marly cUused in, reanimating without an by tho luiininer of Theodore, by the cannons of the 
elfort all that history, the finest, most ardent, and most Turks and Greeks, its columns lying in immense blocks 
fervid of all the liistories of men who have wielded the on its pavements, its fallen capitals, its triglyphs broken 
sword or tlie tongue. What an age for genius ! Atid by tho agents of Lord Elgin, its statues carried away 
what genius, greiitiu^ss, wisdom, light, and even virtue in Englisli vessels — what remains of it is sufficient to 
(for not far from this »S('erateH died) for that ago ! The make me feel lliat it is the most pm fect poem u-ritten 
present day resomblo.s it in Europe, and especially in in stone on the face of tiie eartii ; but still 1 also feel 
Erauce, that vulgar Athens of modern times! But it that it is too little; the effect is wanting, or it is de- 
ls only the elect of Franco and of liuropo that may be stroked. I passed delicious hours, reclined under the 
called Athens — tho mass is barbarous still. Su])pose shade of the Eropylrerl, witli my eyes fixed on the tot- 
DeimKstlieiK'S speaking his glowing, energetic, and ole- t(*ring podinumt of tho Pnrthom/ii ; I leel the wliolo 
vated language, to a ]K.pular audience in oiioof our pro- spirit of antiquity iu what it has produced most divine; 
sent cities ;wiK) would coTuprohend him 2 Thoinecpiality the rest is not wor.th tho language that describis it! 
of educati«)ii and eiiliglitenmeiit is the grand obstacle The aspect of tlie Parthenon exhibits, more than his- 
to our complete modern civilisation. T1 k‘ people an t<jry, the colossal grandeur of a people. I Vriclcs ought 
masters, but liny are not capable of being so ; hence, nottodie ! Wliat superhuman civilisation was that wliicli 
they destroy every where, and raise ii]) nowhere any found a great man to order, an architect to conceive, a 
thing beautiful, durable, or majestic ! A 11 the Athenians sculptor to decorate, statuaries to execute, workmen 
coniprehomh'd Demosthenes, knew their own langiiagf', to hew, ;i people to |»ay, and eyes to oomprehemi and 
and could judg(3 regarding their own legislation ami admin*, such an edifice;! Where shall a like <?poch 
arts. They were a nation of chosen men ; they had the and people be found again? Nothing announces it. 
passions of a iiopulaci’, but not tlioir ignorance; ; they As the Iminau race gets older, it loses tho sap, the 
coinmitu'd crimes, but not absurdities. It is so no mood, the (iisinteresledness, ni'cessnry for the arts! 
longer ; hcm;e deimjcracy, though necessary in right, 'riic Propylioa, tlie temi>le of Erechtheus, or tliat of 

seems impossibh; in fact, aimmg our gn^at u'odcrj the Cariatides, arc beside the I’artheiion. TJiey are 

populations. Tiim^ alone can render nations e:i; able o ihcmstdves masterpie(‘e.s, but drowned in that master- 
governing themselves. Their education is formed by piece ; the soul, .struck witli too violent a .shock at the 
their revolutions. siglitof tho fir.st of those I'ditices, has no longer strength 

Tlio ilestiny of an orator such as Demostlu’iu's or' to admire the otlu'vs; one has to look and go away, 
Mirabean, tho only two worthy v»f lie name, is more lamenting ^ess the devastation of this .sujierhuman work 
seducing Ilian that of the philosopher or the poet ; the of man, than the im]>os.sibility of man ever equalling its 
orator I lar takes, at the same time, in the glory of the sublimity and harmony. It revelations such as 
author, ami in tlio jxiwer of the masses on wliorn and these that lioaven does not give twice to the earth — it 
tlirougli whom he acts: he is the philosoplicr-king, if is like the poem of Job, or the Song of Songs, like the 

he isaphilosopiv.r ; but hi:> terrible weapon, the people, poem of Homer, or tho music of Mozart. It is done, 

is broken ifi his hands, wounds and kills himself; seen, and heard; then it is done, seen, ami heard no 
and then, what he floe.s and ay^, w liat lie stir-s uji in more, till tho eonsimmiatiou of ages. Happy the men 
liumanity, being transitory passi<;n.s, principle.^, ami Ihrougli whom tlu'.si; divine breathings pass ! — they die, 
interests, all this is not durable, not eternal in its but they have proved to man what man can be ; and 
nature. 'J’he poet, on the eontraiy — ami by poet 1 mean God recalls them to himself to celebrate Iniii elsewhere, 
whoever creates ideas in bron/.e, in stone, in pm.si*, iu and in a language more powerful still ! rwaiidcred the 
words, or in idiymes — tho poet stirs iq> only what is whole day, mute amidst thes© ruins, and I returned 
imperisliahlo ill nature and in tho hiuiuin heart; age.s with my eye.s dazzled by figures and colours, and iny 
pass away, languages ar^ worn out, but lio live.s for heart full of recoUoctiona and admiration! The Gothic 
ever all entire, for ever as miicli himself, as gr^ak, as styli; is beautiful, but order and light are awanting to it 
, new, as powerful over the soul of Ills rcadeivs ; his — order and light, those tw'o principles of every eternal 
destiny is less liuinaii, but mor« flivluo ; he is above the creation ! Adieu for ever to the Gothic! 

, orator. Gf all books tho most difficult to make, in my opinion 

Tho beauty would bo to nnilo hotli desli-iies : no man is a l)-anshition. Now’, to travel i.s to translate ; it is to 
has done so ; hut therd is nevertheless no inconipatibi- translate to tho eye, thought, and soul of the reader, 
fc lity betw'een action and thought in a complete intellect, the places, colours, iuipre.ssions, and sentiments which 
I Action is tin; daughter of thought — but men, jealous of nature or human laoiiuments give to tlie traveller. 
|every prc-emiueuce, ueVior grant two powers to one lie must he able, at the same time, to look, to feel, and 
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to express; and howto express!— not with lines and 
colours like the painter — a simple and easy matter ; not 
with sounds like the musician ; but with words, with 
ideas, which contain neither sounds, nor lines, nor 
colours. Such were the reflections which 1 made, 
seated on the steps of the Parthenon, haying before my 
view Athens and the olivo wood of the Pincus, and the 
blue sea of ^gea, and over my head the majestic sha- 
dows of the frieze of the tcniplo of temples. I wished 
to carry away for myself a living momoranduni, a writ- 
ten memorandum, of this moinont of my life ! I felt 
that tlnV chaos of marhh* so sublime, so picturesque to 
my sight, would vanish from my memory, and 1 wished 
to be able to find it again amid the common-place of my 
future life. Let us write, then : it will not bo the Par- 
thenon, but it will be at least a shade of that great shade 
that hovers this day above me. 

From the midst of the ruins, which wore Athens, 
and which the cannon of the (Greeks and Turks have 
pulverised and scattered over the whole valley, and 
over the two liills to which the city of Minerva extended, 
a mountain rises precipitous on all sidcis. Enormous 
walls surround it, built at their base with fragments of 
white marble, higher up with tlie wreck of anciiMit 
friezes and columns, and terminated in some places by 
Venetian battlements. This mountain rtisembles an 
enormous pedestal, hewn out by the gods themselves 
for supporting their altars. Its summit, levelled to 
receive the flours of the temples, is scarcely five hun- 
dred feet in length by two or three himdred feet in 
breadth. It commands all the hills that formed the 
ancient ground of Athens and the valleys of Pi'iithilicus, 
and the course of the lllissus, and the plain of the 
Pirajus, and the chain of dah's and peaks which curve's 
and extends as far as Corinth, and flnally, the sea, 
strewed with the islands of Salaniis and vhigiiia, whore 
shine on the siunuiit the pc?diincnts of the Temple of 
Jupiter Panhellenicus, This view is even, at this day, 
admirable, although all these hills are naked, and relleitt 
like polished brass the reverberated j'ays of the Min 
of Attica. Put what a sjiectacle must Plato Jiavo had 
from this spot under his view, when Athens, living ami 
clothed with her thousand inferior templi's, murmured 
at his feet like an overflowing liive; when the great 
wall of the Pirajus traced to the very sea an uvimin' of ! 
stone and marble, full of movement, and where the 
}K>pulation of Athens wore passing and repassing inces- 
santly like waves ; when the Pineiis itself, and the port 
of Phaleros, and the sea of Athens, and the gulf of 
Corinth, Avere covered witli forests of masts or Avitli 
glittering sails ; when tlie sides of all tlie mountains, 
from those tliat hide Marathon as far as the Acropolis 
of Corinth, an amphitlieatre of forty leagues in a semi- 
circle, were diversified with forests, pastures, olives, 
and vines, and Avhen the villages and towns dt;corated 
ou all siJoH this splendid belt of mountains ! 

1 avo. from here tlie thousand roads that di'seendoil 
from these inountains, traced on tlie flanks of the Ily- 
mettus, tlirough all tlie sinuosities of the gorges and 
valleys, that all come, like bods of torreiKs, to discharge 
themselves into Athens. I hear the noises that rise 
from the town, tin? blows of the liainmer from the woik- 
inen in the marble quarries of Mount Peiithilicus, tiie 
rolling of the blocks wliicli tumble along the slopes of 
its precipices, and all those sounds that fill with life and 
bustle tlie approaches to a great capital. On the side 
of the town, 1 set.' ascending hy the sacred vay, cut out 
in the very il^nk of the Acropolis tlie religions popula- 
tion of Atlicris, coming to implore Minerva, and to bum 
, the incense to all their domestic divinities, in the very 
plAiCe where 1 am nov' ?>cati.d, and where I breathe only 
the du.st pf Die tcTo] b,'s. 

Let us rebuild the j^artb.enon ; Dial is easy, for it has 
lost only its frieze* and its interior coirpartments. I’hc 
ext^ior walls chiselled bv Pbidias. Mio i?ikliniinis. nr Iho 
of the columns, arc still there. The Parthenon 
was constructed of white marble, called Pentlii- 

lidan name of the neighbouring moun- 

1^108 it was brought. It consisted of an oblung, 
ded by a peristyle of forty-six colmiinE of the 


Boric order. Each column is six feet in diameter at its 
base, and thirty-four feet in height. The columns rest 
ou the very pavement of the temple, and have no base. 
At each exti’emity of the teniplo, there exists, or did 
exist, a portico of six columns. The total dimensions 
of the edifice were 228 feet in length by 102 in breadth ; 
the height w’as 60 feet. It presented to the eye only 
the majestic simplicity of its architectural lines. It 
Avas a single idea in stone, one and intelligible at a look, 
like the idea of the ancients. You had to approach it 
ill order to contemplate the richness of the materials, 
and the inimitable perfection of the ornaments and de- 
tails. Pericles had been desirous to make it as much 
an assemblage of all the masterpieces of genius and of 
human workmanship, as a homage to the gods, or rather, 
it Avas Greek genius all entire, olfering itself under this 
I'lnhlem, as itsi.df a homage to the Divinity. The names 
of all those Avho carved one stone, or modelled one 
statue of the Parthenon, have become immortal. 

Let us forget the past, and l(?t us now look around 
us, now that centuries, and the war of barbarous reli- 
gions, and ignorant nations, have been trampling it 
under foot for more than 2000 years. 

Then? are only Avaiiting a fcAv columns to tlie forest 
of white columns: they have falli?n, in entire and glit- 
tering blocks, on the pavements or on the neigdibouring 
temples: some, Hkt? the great oaks in the forest of 
Foutaiiiebleau, have remained leaning on the (»ther 
columns; others have sliddeii from the top uf the 
parapet Avhieh encircles the Acropolis, and lie, in inior- 
moiis shattert?d blocks, one aliove anotln r, as do in a 
quarry those parings of the blocks Avhieh tin? areliitect 
has rejoct(‘<l. Their fl.'inks are gilt Avitli that sunny 
e«>ating Avhich the lapse of agt?s spreads over marhh? ; 
tlu?ir fractures are as white as ivory fr(?shly turm.'d. 
They form, on this side of the temple, a streaming chaos 
of marble, of all shapes and colours, thrown fn* piled up 
ill the most singular and most majijstic disorder : froiu 
a distance one might fancy he saw tin? foam oT i nor- 
inoijs AvaA'cs tliat were breaking and wliiti'iiing on a 
headland beaten by tin* sr-a. 'I'ln? eye eamn>t ti'ar itself 
away from the vit'W of them ; Ave follow, admire, and 
lament tlicm, Avilh that feeling Avhirli av(! should have 
for heiiigs Avho might have had, or who might still have, 
the sontimi'iit of e\istem.*e. J t is tin* most sublime eftect 
of ruins that men have? (?ver been able to produce, 
because it is tlie ruin of aaIkU tiny ever made most 
beautiful ! 

If Ave enter under the peristyle and jxn’licocs, avo 
might believe ourselves to he still at the moment when 
the edifice Avas being finished ; tin? interior Avails are so 
Avell presi?rved, the face of the marhli* so shining and 
polished, the columns so straight, the preserved ]*arts 
of the edifice so wonderfully fVe<.? from all damagi*, that 
the Avhole seems to he springing fortli from the hands 
of the Avorkman ; only the heaven sparkling with light 
isthesole roof of the l’arthen()n,anil through tlu>cliasms 
in tile faces of the Avails, the eye plunges into the im- 
meiiKi* and voluminous landseapi? of Attica. The whole 
•soil around is strewiii Avith fragments of sculpture, or 
Avith morsels of architecture, Avhich si em to wait for tlie 
hand tfiat is to raise them to tlieir place in the monu- 
ment that waits for them. Tlie feet strike incessantly 
against the masterpi(?ees of the Greek chisel — you pick 
tliem uj), and then throw them doAvii again, to pick up 
one more curious; you at length tire of this useless 
labour; the Avliole is hut a masterpiece pnlveris(’d. 
Vour footsteps print themselves in a <hist of marble; 
you at length view it with indifference, and ri'inain 
mute and inseiisiblo, overwhelmed in the contempla- 
tion of till* Avholo, and in the thousand thoughts that 
arise from each of these fragments. These thoughts 
are of tho very nature of the scene where you breathe 
them ; they are grave, like these ruins of times jiassed 
away — like these majestic \Aj^itnesses to the !iothing- 
ness of human nature; but^^^they are serene as the 
sky that is over our heads, inundated Aviih a ymre and 
harmonioiiH light, elevated liki? that pedestal of the 
Acropolis, which seertis to hoAxn* on high over the earth ; 
resigned and reiigio^^^like this monument erected to a 





|rincidea, which God has allowed to crumble bcfoi*e him 
Imuko way for ideas more divine I I feel no sadness 
jpo ; my soul is light, though meditative ; my thoughts 
Abrace the order of the divine will, aiid of human 
Itinfes ; she admires that it should have been given to 
illaii to raise himself so high in tl)e arts and in a nia- 
ferial civilisation ; she conceives how God may have 
then broken that adniirabh^ mould of an incompletci 
idea ; how the unity of God, recognised at length by 
Socrates in these very places, may have withdrawn the 
breath of life from all those religions which the imagi- 
nation of the early ages gavcj birth to ; how these temples 
may have fallen on their gods : the idea of the only G<jd 
is worth more than these dwellings (if marljle, where 
only his shadow was worshipped. That idea Inis no 
need of teinidcs built by human hand : entire nature is 
th(j temple where it worships ! 

In proportion as religions b(?como .spiritualised, the 
temples ilis.appeav; Cliristianity lun'self, which con- 
struclisl the Gothic to animate it with her breath, lcav(‘s 
her admirable cathednils to fall insensibly into ruins. 
The thousands of statues of her demigods descemd by 
degrees from their aerial inches around her cathcdi'als ; 
she is transformed also, and her tempk^s become more 
naked and more simple as sin? divests herself nioi’oand 
more of the superstitions of her ages of darkness, and 
resumes more tl\(.i great principle whi(di slie propagatc'd 
on earth — the priju;ipl(^ of the one only God, proved hy 
reason and .adored by \ irluo ! 

VISIT TO Tin: eACUA. 

Gn tlie ('veiling of tin.' 20tb, I went to thank Yousouf, 
lh(j Bey of gropont and Athens ; I eiit('red a Moorish- 
looking (!onrt'; llu‘ wick? galleries ef the two stories 
were supported hy litile columns of black maidile. A 
wnterh'ss fountain was in th(^ c(Mvtre of the court ; and 
stables all aveiind. I ascended a wooden staircase, on 
the landing of which W“r(‘- ranged sevcu’ul A/W/fs, and I 
was intr(nlneed to tfie hey. At the extremity of a. spa- 
cious and rich ajiavtnient, decorated with wainscoting 
in little compartments painh'd in llowei's, in Arabe.sqiie 
and ill gold, in the corimr of a kirge Indian cloth ott(»- 
man, tbo Ik'V was seatc'd in the Turkish fashion; his 
head was under the hands ot liis liair-dresser, a line 
young man dresseil in a v<'ry rich military costume, 
and having siipcu’b arms in liis belt ; eiglitor ten sliiv(\s, 
in <lltterent attitudes, were scattered about tht^ ai>art- 
inent. 'I’lie )»ey dcxsin^l my pardon to be a.sk(?(i for 
allowing himself to lu; sur[*rised at fliti luouK'nt of lii.s 
toilet, and begged mo lo be s(uted oil tlic ottoman not 
far from him. I sat dtuvn, and the eojiv('rsation coiii- 
meneed. AVe sfoko regarding the object of luy journ(*y, 
tlio condition of Greece, tin; new houiidaries assigned 
hy the eonlenaicuat London, the nego<aatioiis concluded 
hy Mr Stratford Camiiiig, all of them subjects about 
which tln‘ hey uppoiin'd to be in profound ignorance, 
and reganling which In; interrogated me with the 
liveliest intore.st. Aflt'r a short while, a slave carrying 
a long j)ip(*, the end of which was of yellow amber, and 
the tube covered with plaiti^d silk, approaclied me with 
ineasureil steps and <lowncasl looks: when he liad 
exactly calciilr.ted to liimscif the jirecise distance of the 
point of the ll('or at whedi he should apply’ tlie pip4‘ to 
iny mouth, he jioiiited it to tlitr ground, and walking 
circularly .so as not to derange it from its perpendicular, 
he ('ame towards me by a lialf turn, and, bowing, ikdi- 
vered into my hands the amber extremity, within rc'ach 
of iny lips. I bowed in my turn towards the pacha, wlio 
returned my salute, and wo coiiimoiiced smoking. A 
white Athenian gia'yhonnd, witli yellow paws and tail, 
was .sleeping at the feet of the bey. I coinplinnnited 
him on the beauty of this animal, and a.sked him if lie 
was a sportsman. H(! answered in the negative, but 
said that his son, wlio was tln u at Negropont, was pas- 
sionately fond of this exercise ; he addcc?, that he had 
seen me jiassing in the .streets of Athens with a grey- 
hound, wliicli was wliite also, but of a smaller breetf ; 
that he thought it excessively beautiful, and that, if I 
had several of the same kind, he vvould be overjoyed at 


poR$e«8bfig one. 1 promised, on my return to my 
countryj.to transmit him on'e to Athen.g, in testimony 
of my remembrance and my gratitude for his kind 
attentions. Another slave then brought the coffee, in 
very small China cups, themselves contained in small 
network of gilt silver-thi*ead. 

The expression of this Turk had that character which 
I Iiave since recognised in all tlie Mussulman counte- 
nances wliich 1 have had occasion to see in Syria and 
Turkey — ^nobleness, mildness, and that calm and serene 
rc^signation which these men derive from the doctriin? 
of pr(*destiimti()ii, and which true, ChrLstians* acquire 
from faith in jirovitloiiee. There is liere the same 
adoration of ihc divine will ; but the one is pushed to 
absurdity and (.rror, wliile the other is the sad and true 
avowal of that uuivor.sal and merciful wisdom which 
presides over the tk^stiny of all that it has designed to 
create. If an opinion, ludd from conviction, could be 
considered a virtue, fatalism, or rather providcntisni, 
wouhl 1)<.‘ mine ! 1 believe in the ev(?r-actiug and cv(‘r- 

present energy, of the will of God — it is the evil in us 
that alone oppi>se.s this divine will in always producing 
good! AVTienever our <Ie.‘*tiiiy is ehmigcd, or injurecl, 
ir pcrviM'ted, if we eoiisidju* well, avo shall always 
recognise that it is tlirough a will of our own, a liuuuiu 
will, that is to say, a corrupt and ])erver.S(! one ; if we 
would allow the only cver-good will to act, we should 
be always good and always liappy ourselves! — evil 
would not exist ! 'riioso dogmas (*f the Koran arc but 
tlie Christian doctriiH* m()diii(?d, but that xnodific.'itioii 
luis not been able to degenerate thcmi. That worship 
of tlieirs is full of virtues, and 1 Ioa e tliis people, bccau.se 
they an‘ a. pt’oplc of jiraver ! 

J iiynai 2*2. — I liave suttVred (b'cp anxiety regarding 
my daughter's lu altli. J liave bad a sorroAvful walk to 
the tem])lo of .Jupiter Olympus, and to the Stadia. I 
drank from the Avatc'rs of the muddy and infocti(uis 
stiH'am Avhieh is the lllissus ! 1 seareely found enough 
of Avater to dip my finger. Aridity, nakedness, and the 
tinge of iron-dross, are si>read over all that plain of 
Athens ! (.)h ye plains of Home, ye. gilded tombs of 

tlio Sei])ios, tliou green and sombre fountain of Eg(»ria! 
— what a diffcreiiee ! And how tlu' .sky also surpasses 
at Itomo the .so mueb vaunted sky of Attie:a ! 

Augufit *23. -Wo sailed in tin* evening. We enjoyed 
abeautil ul tAviliglil under the olh’e groves of the Pirseu.s, 
on going to sea. 

'i’lie iu'ig of Avar, Lc (Jvnic, Captain Cuiico dTlrnano, 
Avas AAaitiiig for us, and avo got midcr Avay. A fine 
breeze from tlie iiortlnvard carried us in three hours 
abreast of the cape of Suuiurn, wliose yelloAv columns avo 
saw marking out on the horizon the ('A’(*r-living trace 
of the organ of Grecian Avisdoin, of that Plato Avho.se 
disciple I Avould liave been if Christ had not spoken, 
nor lived, nor siitteri'd, nor forgiven when expiring. 

We passed a dreadful night in tin? midst of the 
Cyclades, hut tin* Aviiid abated at break of day. We 
hud bad line, smooth sailing till tluA evening. At night 
we encountered a furious squall between the island of 
Ainorgos, and t^iat of Stampalia. There was the dole- 
ful groaning of the ve.ssel, and the dull sound of the 
Avave as it lieat against our stern. The roll of the 
vessel thrcAv us uoav on t.uie billow, then on anotlier. 1 
spent tin; night in Avatcliing the child, and walking on 
the deck. What a distressing night! Hoav often I 
shuddered on thinking that I had Staked so many lives 
on a siuglt! clianco 1 IIoav happy I would have been, if 
a. celestial spirit had transported Julia *iway to the 
peaceful retreat of Saint-Point ! JVly own life, now half 
Kp(Mit, has Io.st moretlian half its value to myself !— but 
that life, Avliieh is mine also, which gleams in lier beau- 
tiful eyes, Avhicli bcat.s in that young heart, is a hundred 
times dearer to mo than my own ! — it is *that life 
es})eeiaily that t pray Avith fervour the blast that sets 
the Avaves in commotion, to spare that cfadle which T 
liave so imprudently trusted it to. It heai*s mo ! — th<5 
billoAvs smootlieiijthe day appears, the islands fly behind 
us ; lUiodes shows itself on the right, in the foggy dis- 
tance of the liorizon of Asia ; and the lofty peaks of the 
coast of Caramania, white as the Alpine snow, vise 
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r«8plen4ant above the floating clouds of night. Hero, 
then, is Asia I 

The impression surpasses that from tho horizons of 
Greece ; — one feels a milder atmosphere j the sea and 
tlie sky are tinged with a calmer and paler blue ; nature 
defines hersclt in more majestic masses ! I breathe, and 
feel my entrance into a wider and loftier region ! Greece 
is small — it is tormented and despoiled-r-it is tho ske- 
leton of a dwarf ! — here is that of a giant ! Hark forests 
stain tho sides of the mountains of Marmoriza, and one 
sees from afar white torrents of foam falling into the 
profomld ravines of Carainuiiia. 

Rhodes springs up like a verdant nosegay from tin; 
bosom of the waves ; the light and graceful minai’ots of 
its white mosques rear themselves above its forests of 
palms, carobs, sycamores, planes, and fig-trees ; they 
attract from a dis^tauce the mariner’s eye to those deli- 
cious retreats of the Turkish cemeteries, wliere are to 
bo seen, every evening, Mussnlraans stretcdied out on 
the turf that covers the tomb of their friends, aD<l 
quietly smoking and chatting, like sentries waiting 
till they are relieved, like indolent men that love to 
lie down in bed, t^nd make an essay of skiep bidbre 
the hour of their last repose. At ten o’clock in 
the morning, our brig was suddenly siUToiunled by five 
or six Turkish frigates, under full .sail, tliatwere cruis- 
ing olf Rhodes. One of them ai)proaclied within Jiail, 
and interrogated us in Froneli ; they saluted us polite ‘ly, 
and wo soon ciune to an anchor in the roadstead of 
Rhodes, in the midst of thirty-six nKsi-of-war of tho 
Capitan-riieha, Halil l‘aclui. Two kVetich vessels of 
w^ar, one a steamer, Le iSphin i', commanded by Cajitain 
Sarlat, the other a corvette, JJAvivoi}, cominatided by 
Captain Vnillaiit, were lying at anchor not far from us. 
The officers came on board to ask ns tin? n<;\vs fr<»m 
Europe. In the evening we delivered our thanks to iM. 
d’Ornano, the commaiulcr of the brig (rc?N/’ — ^li<' 

proceeded on his return with the Ar/on/. W^o were now 
to continue our voyage alone to (’ypnis ami Syria. 

I passed two days at Rhodes in examining this first 
Bpecimen we had of a Tui'kisli town — tho oriental elia- 
racter of tlio bazaars, or Moorish shops, of carved wood 
— the street of tin? Kiiiglits, where ewery house still 
preserves uninjured, over the door, tlio escutcheons of 
the ancient families of France, Spain, Italy, a’.id Ger- 
many. Rhodes presents sumo tint? remains of its antitjue 
fortifications; the rieh Asiatic vegetation with which 
they arc crowned and envclojMid, imparts to them 
more graei* and i)eauty tlinn those of Malta can lay 
claim to— an Order that could allow itself to lx? ex- 
pelled from sii(?h a magnificent possession, roceiv«>rl its 
death-blow ! Heaven Hi;eins to have formed this island 
as an ad va need post on Asia — a European power that 
should bo mistress of it, would Jiold at the same time 
the key of the Archipelago, of Gr(‘ece, Smyrna., the 
Dardamrlles, and of the Egyptian and Syrian .seas. J 
know not iii the world either a liner military maritime 
position, or alovelicu* sky, ora more sinilingand fertile 
land. The Turks have impressed upon iliem that cha- 
racter of inaction and indolence which 1:hey carry . !ry 
where 1 Every thing here is in a state; (tf inertia, and 
in what maybe called misery * but tnis people, who 
create nothing, who renew nothing, never break nor 
destroy any thing either — they at least .‘illow nature to 
act freely around tiunn — they respect tie(‘s even In the 
very middle of tho streets, and of tho hoii.ses which 
they inhabit ; water ami shade, the lulling murmur and 
voluptuous boolness, ;u-»; their first, their oi..y wants. 
Thus, aa soon as .you approach a land possessed by 
Mahomedans, whrtijcr in Europe or in Asia, you recog- 
nise from afar the rich and sombre verdure which 
covers if, tho tree.s for shad'-, the spouting foujitains for 
lulling to ueposejthe. sih oce. and the niosoues with their 
light minaret^ rising at every step froiii tin- bosom of 

religiotis soil — it is all tiiat is ncces.s;‘vy to this 
They leave this soft and philoso}>liic apathy 
lit their desert coursers, the first servants 
Fearlessly to rusli upon death for their 
;heir God. The dogma of fatalism has 
J>ravest people on the earth, and although 


existence may be to them both light and pleasant, that 
promised by the Koran as the reward of a life given up 
lor its sake is tlio more prized, from their requiring 
but one weak effort to throw themselves from this to 
tho celestial world, which they see before thorn redolent 
in beauty, repose, and love ! It is the ndigion of heroes I 
— ^but this religion grows faint in tho faith of the Mus- 
sulman, and heroism is extinguished witli the faith 
which is its j)rincii>Ie, so thrit as the jieople shall believe 
Ic^ cither in a dogma or an idea, they will die loss 
^lingly and less nobly. It is as in Europe ; why die 
if life avails more than death, if tliero is no immortal 
gain from the sacrifiiio to duty? Tims war will dimi- 
nish and bo abolished in Eiu*opo, until some faith shall 
reaiiiinato and move the heart of niau more highly than 
the base instinct of life. 

Tlic forms of women seated on the terraces by the 
light of the moon, are ravisliiiig tti behold. There is 
the eye of tlio Italian women, hut softer, more timid, 
expressing more of teiid(;rness and love ; there is the 
figure of the Grecian women, but more rounded, moro 
supple, with more gracious and Avinning motions. Their 
for(;liead is largo, white, and polislied, likt; that of tho 
mo.st beautiful women of England or of Switzerland, 
I»iit the regular, straight, anil high jirofile of the nose, 
gives to the countenance more majesty and nobleness. 
I'bo Greek sculptor.s would bavi; been yt;t move pi;rfbet, 
if thi'y had taken their mmlds of female figures from 
Asia! How sweet is it for a Eiii'opean, aecustomod 
to the hard f<‘a,tiires, the studied and eontraeti'd expres- 
.ion of the women i;f Europe, espi-cially of drawiug- 
i‘Oom w'ouien, to behold countenances us simple, ])Lire, 
and smooth, as tiu' marble T)roken from the (jiiarry— 
countenances wdiieh have but oiii? expressitm, the re- 
po.si? of tejiderness, and which tho eye can scan as 
quickly, and as easily, as tlie large typo i.)f some mag- 
nitieont pu hi ii*a t i' in . 

Society and eivilisiition av* laidimtly enemies of 
physical bi'.iiity. 'I’liey imiltiply iinjir* .scions and .sen- 
timents too mneb ; anil as tin; feature.s reci.-ivo and 
invohiiitai ily preserve their marks, they heemni' eoni- 
plieatiil, and, as it were, adulterated; tliey aoquire a 

rtain confusion and imi'ejiainty, wliieh destroy llieir 
simplicity and tln ir oliaiin ; they are like :t tongue too 
full of words, wl)ieh is inartienlali' heeanse it is too i*icli. 

27.— AV e set sail fi'oiii IHioiles j'or Cypru.s 
n a s|)londid afternoon. J have my eyi.'s tiirni'd njioii 
Rliodi.'S, w'liicli sinks at last into the sea., f regret this 

autiful island its an appai’itioii oni' wishivs lu reeall j 
I could have settled there, if it wiTe. less separated frOjj^ 
the moving world iji whicii destiny .and duty eoiuju.d iS»'' 
to live! What delicious retreats on the sides of. tho 
igU moimtains, and on the dedivitii-.s, sliaded 
tbc trees of Asia! 1 was .-.hown ;i. magniticeiit licni%4!l 
belonging to the former paeba, surrounded by 
.‘xtensive and abundant garden.s, batbeil by numerous 
'ouiitaiiiB, and adorned willi lavishing kiosks, Tliey 
asked lti,000 pi.aslres for the purchase, that is to say', 
4000 francs (.Clb.’j) — liappiness at a cheap rale! 

Aufff/.si 2{j. — 'file sea is lieantilul, but dnU, and no 
vvinil ; immense waves eome from the west, ridliiig ma- 
jestically on our stern, and tlirowdng ns, during tlireo 
{. ys and mglits, from one side to tbo other. A motion, 
wiMioiit result, is an in.snpportable martyrdom ! — it i.s 
rolling the aisk of tlie infernal regions ! Ou the fourth 
day we perceive the ea.stern point of Cyprus; to run 
along the idand takes up a. day ; we do not ctist anclior 
ill the road of Laniaca. before the morning of tho .sixth 
day. 

M. Rottii, French eo?isnl at Cyprus, irccogiiisos tho 
vessel in wduch^lu; knows we embarked. He sends on 
board one of I bo persons of bi.s eonsulsbip to invito us 
to bis house, and rccoivt; a hospitality to wliicli wo had 
no ot.]n;r I'ight tinmans obliging and amiable disposition. 

I accept ; wc disembark : exccillent and cordial recep- 
tion from Mon.siour and Madame Rottu; M. Ferthier, 
and M. Guillois, attachifa of tho consulate, gretd. us 
with the same forwardness to oblige ; w'o give and re- 
ceive visits ; — receive? a..s presents, coffee, and wino of 
Cyprus, sent by M. Mathci, one of the Cyprian uiagnatea. 
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August 31. — We passed two days at Cyprus, enjoy- 
ing the delights of repose after a long voyage, with the 
most unexpected and most amiable attentions of hospi- 
tality. Such was the state of my mind at Cyprus ; but 
that was all. TJiis land, which had been pictured to 
me as an oasis amongst tho islands of the Mediteri’a- 
nean, bears a comphjto resemblance to all tlie cropp(*d, 
dull, and naked islands of the ArcliipeUigo ; it is tljc 
c.ircase of one of those enchanted isles, wiiere antiquity 
placed the sciine of its most poetical rites. It is true, 
that in a hurry to arrive in Asia, I visited only with 
tho eye the distant and ])ictnresquo sc(nics of 'which 
this island, as they say, is so full : on iny return I must 
make a month’s slay, and traverse in detail the moun- 
tains of (/y|)riis. 

The island is fertllo in all parts; oranges, olives, 
Jp’apes, figs, vines, cotton, all succi‘(mI, oven the .sug;u> 
cano. This land of promise, this ])eantiful kingdom for 
a kniglit of tlio Crusades, or for a companion of Ikma- 
parto, formerly contained ‘J, 000, 000 of jieoplo ; there 
are now only yO,000 Creek iidiabitanls, ami some 
Tiirlvs. Notliing would be move easy than to .seize 
upon tills .s()ver»M'gnly ; an arlv’cnturer would snccM cd 
witliout trouble, witli a bandfnl of soldiers, and some 
millions of piastres ; it would be w'ortli the troulile, if 
there were a eliance. of preserving it ; but JCuropi', which 
lias so mucli occasion for t?olonie.s, is opjiosed to making 
them; the jealousy of tiie ])owors would come to tlu' 
a.ssistan(!e of the Turks, scattiT discord in tlu* m-w con- 
quest, and the vietor would sillier lhc‘ fate of king 
Theodore. What a pity ! — it is a delightful dream, and 
a vvei.'k may convert it into ri.alily ! 

At aca: depart urn from the Ide of Cpprxis^ the "Id of 
Septcmhrr,—- W a hoisti'd stiil yesterday at miduiglit, 
(.hir Cyprian friends, MM. Hottu and iVrthier, jiassed 
the evening with us on tlie deck of llu* l.»rig, and did 
ri(*t quit us till miduiglit. We are imjiressed with tli(‘ 
liv('li<‘st sentiments of gratitude fer tlxi truly amicable 
vvehremo given ns by M. and Madame llortn. 'file 
traveller’s fate is a singular one ; ho every wln-re ])lants 
his atfeclions, recolb-etions, an<l re grets ; be never (jiiits 
a shori' without indulging fin* <lef,ir<', and tljo hope of 
returning to it, to seek agnlu tlios(' whom ho <lid not 
know a few d.iys b(‘f'oi’(*. W'lieu Iio arrives, every ihing 
i.s iiidiffevi'iit to him on the laixl lio looks upon ; when 
he disparts, lie ieels that tln'iv* are lyes and hearts 
which follow him from lli.-it shore, wliich lie .sees re- 
coding from him. I le liimsi.'lf tlxes liis look upon it; 
he leaves then* a, part <d' his own hc.wt ; llion tin? wind 
hears him to aindlier horiz»)ii, where the same scenes, 
tin* same iinprc ssioiis, arc renewed fur him. To lr.'iV(*l 
Is to multiply, J)y arrival ami dejiarture, hy greetings 
ami farow'olls, mipressions w liieh I In* events of a sed.eu- 
tary life give only at rare inii rvals; it is toexperiere * 
a Imndred limes in a year a little of what oiui iimh- la 
ordinary life from knowing, loving, and losing h'ejugs 
east in our route liy rj’ovideuee. J )e]uirtiiig, i.s as 
it w’ero to die, for we (juit distant eonniries wdiere fate 
docs not conduct the traveller a second tim--. 'JVav'el- 
ling, is .summing up a J<mg life in a few' years; it is 
one of the strongi'st oxereisi's a. man can give his heai't 
and liismiiid. 'Jdie philosopiier, the politician, tlu* poet, 
sln>ild all have tra^ died much. ( ds. 'in gin g the. moral 
horizon i.s to change thonght. 

September 3 Wo arise hi the wide se;i,. We no 

longer beheld the wliite. coasts «d' iho island, or tiui 
rounded summit of Olynipus. The sea is calm as a 
vast lake ; a thick and silvery ini.st covers the horizon 
on all .sides. A i‘eet)lo breeze, la/.y and inconstant, 
conies at inti'rvals to exban.st itself in oiir largo sails. 
Tho snii scorches tlio planks of ^Iio deck, which wo 
water to cool it. Every one i.s t'xtended on tin? bixniis 
or the ropo.s, speochlos.s, inotionlo.s.s,^ie forehead stream- 
ing with iierspiration. Tho air fails for respiration ; 
it is a veritable simoom on the sea. It ap]K‘ars as if 
W'o breathe in advance tho opprt ssive and Imrning blast 
of tho dc.scrt, from which wc are yot a hundred and fifty 
leagues. Thus tho days arc passed. Wo have uo power 
to speak, not oven to road. 1 sometiinc.s open the Bible 
to seek what is related of J^^l^nou, the first height which 


must soon strike oitr eyes. I road the history of Hered 
in Jo.sephus, 

September 4. — Tho same absence of wind ; the same 
burning sky. The sea smokos with heat, and its dead 
watei*s are veiled by a mist ^vhich no wind stirs. Wc 
follow', till out of sight, the slight ripple which some ex- 
piring breeze causes on it.s surface ; wo sc(3 a light uii* 
slowly approaching the brig, giving a little colour to 
the sea ; it imparts a momentary swidling to tho laj’ge 
sails ; tlm vessel creaks, and raises a little foam at its 
prow. Our bri'asts are expanded ; wo draw near the 
qiiaidcr from which the breeze has come. Wo feel an 
ail' of coolness pa,ss along our forohoad.M, and beneath 
the moi.st cnpls of our hair; and then all I'oturns into 
stillness ami the accustomed stiHirig heat. The water 
we drink is tepid ; no one has foreo to eat. If this 
slate w'cre prolonged, man could not long survive. 
Happily we have only .six wei'ks of heat to fear ; it will 
be ever by tbe iniddlo of Ocdu]»er. 

S/'ptember 4, eveniruj. — h'l-um livo till eight o’clock, a 
fresh breeze out of the gulf of Ali'xiiinlrotta lia.s pushed 
us on a few leagmjs. Wo imi.st bo nearly one-lialf of 
the w'ay between (Cyprus and the coast of S^n-ia ; p(?rhaps 
to-morrow, on ri.sing, w'o shall liave it in sight. 

September .'5. — 1 heard, on g(.*ttiiig up, the slight mur- 
mur prudueed hy a ve.sscl muving forward. 1 hasten on 
d(‘ck to see the coast ; hut we can .see iioihiTig yet. 'I'ho 
frequent currents of tliis sea may havi* carried ns far 
from our reckoning ; we were perhap.s on the low shores 
of Idunue or of Egypt. We were all liecomiiig impa- 
tient. 

Same date^ turn o^eloch’ The eaptain of the brig has 

dislinginsb<;d tlictojis of Mount Lebanon. lie calls mo 
to .show thorn ; 1 so(‘k llu'ui in vain tlirougli the heated 
nii.st where his finger points. I can .see nothing but tho 
fog which tho heat raises, and above, .some clouds of a 
dull white. 1 le in.sist.s ; 1 lu(.)k again, Imt iiM aiu. All tlio 
■'-ailui's show me Lchanun, l.’uighiiig ; tlio captain *locs not 
niwlcrstarul how I do nut set* it like him. “But where 
ai’e yen loukiiig fm* it said lie to ino ; “'you are look- 
ing too far; hore, nearer, al)f)ve ourli(‘ads|” i raised 
my eyes tuwurd.s tlio sky, and I [u>rceived in reality tho 
w hite and giltlcd crest of Saimiii, w hich stretched in the 
tirmaiiu'nt ahovi* n.s. 'file mist of the .s(‘;i prevoritt?d mo 
from seeing its ba.^^e .and sidi's. Its liead alono appeared, 
glorious and .serene lu the h(uo of heaven. It conveyed 
one uf the most magnifieent and delightful inqiiressions 
1 liave felt in my lung Iravel.s. There w'as the land to 
which all my Immediate lliuuglits tended, us a man and 
as a traveller; there was the sacred land, the land to 
w liicii 1 wa.s going from .sueh a distance to seek the rocol- 
leciiuiis of primitive Iiurnanity ; and, then, it was tho 
land ai<o where I was al.-out to bring to re[)ose, in a de- 
liciutis climute, beiu'ath tin* shadoof oranges and jvalms, 
on the edges of snow'-torreiits, on fresh and verdant hills, 
all that J belli dearest in tin* world — my w'ifeand Julia. 
I <lid not doubt that a year or two passed under this 
lovely sky, would strengtheu the health of Julia, which 
for the Ia; t six months had sometimes given me gloomy 
forebodings, rs.-iluti'd theso mountains of Asia as an 
asylmu where (Jod L d her to cure her ; a silent and 
])rofouud j .y filled my heart ; I could not draw my eyes 
from l.ebanon. 

We dine under the awning stretched over the fleck. 
Tho breeze continues, and increases as the sun goes 
! dow'ii. ^Vt every instant wc run to the provv to eal- 
cnlato the progress of the vessel by tho^ noise whicli 
ii iiiahes in friitting the sea ; the wind becoincs at lengtli 
more brisk, tho waves curl ; we make five knots an hour ; 
tho siiles of tho lofty mountains jvierce tho mist, and 
mIiow themselves as airy capes liefore us ; w'e begin to 
distiiiguisli the deep and black valleys w'hicli open from 
the coasts ; the ravines grow wititer, the top.s of the 
rocks are clearly discerned ; the first hills w liicli rise 
from the .sea are rounding tlieir forms ; by degrees we 
think we recognise the villages scattered on the decli- 
vities of the hills, and tho great monasteries which 
crown, like Gothic castles, tho summits of the interm^ 
diato Tnouiitains. Every fibject that our vision seizes, 
creates heartfelt joy. Every body is on deck; each 





makes, his. nolgliboiir remark somethmg that had pre- 
viously odcaped him ; one sees the eedars of Lebanon 
as a black spot on the sides of a mountain ; another, as 
a tower on the top of the mountains of Tripoli ; some 
even think they can distinguish the foam of the cas- 
cades as they tail down the precipices. We wished to 
reach the shore so long dreamed of, so long desired, 
before night ; wo fear, that at the moment of reaching 
it, a fresh (?alni may keep the vessel for days slumbering 
on ’tlio waves which arc become fatiguing, or that a con- 
trary wind may spring up from the coast, and drive us 
back upon the sea of Ctuidia ; this sea of Syria, an 
immimsc gulf suiTouiidcd by the lofty summits of Le- 
banon and Taurus, is so pertidious to mariners : there 
is nothing but tempests, calms, or ciiiTcbts; the ciir- 
rciits drive vessels very far from their course, and 
there are no poi’ts on the coast ; it is necessary to come 
to anchor in dangerous roads, at a great distance 
from the shore ; an almost constant surge disturbs 
those roads and cuts the ancliors ; we shall not be 
tranquil, and sure of having arrived, until we are 
actually on laud. Whilst wc are making all these 
reflections, and wavering biJtweeii iiope ami fear, night 
all at once fails — not as in our climates with the slowness 
and measure of twilight, but like a curtain drawn over 
the heavens and. over the earth. All disappears, all is 
effiveed on the blackened sides of I/cbanoii, and we see 
nothing more than the stars bt'twoeii wliieh our masts 
ai*e swinging. Tbe wind falls also, the sea sleeps, and 
we go down itito our cabins in great uncertainty for 
to-morrow. 

1 did not sleep; my mind was too much agitated: 
I heard through the ill- joined planks which separated 
my chamber from Julia’s, the breathing of juy sleeping 
child, and all iny lieart reposed upon her. I thought 
that to-inoiTow, perhaps, 1 should sleep moi*e tranquilly, 
having my mind more at ease as to a life so dear, which 
1 repented of having thus hazarded upon the sia, 
which a tempest might carry off in its bloom. I ju'ayed 
God, iu ray thoughts, to ])ardon me this act of impru- 
dence, not to jiunisli me ior having cv)iihd<‘d too much 
in him, for having asked from him inon; than 1 had any 
right to do. 1 became reassured ; I siiid to myself, 
Tlierc is a visible angel who prot<;cts at once her dt.s- 
tjny and that of us all. Ih'avcn will count her iimo- 
ceiico and purity as a ransom; it will carry us forward, 
it will bring ns back, on her account. She will have 
seen, at the best age of life, at that ag<' in which all the 
impressions incorjxnate themselves, so to speak, with 
us, and become the very elements of our existence, 
all that is beautiful in nature, in creation. The re- 
collections of her infancy will be the wonderful nioiiu- 
nients, the chief works of art, in Italy ; Athens and the 
I’arthenon will bo engraved in her memory, like ]>a- 
tcrnal spots ; the beautiful islands of the ArcIii[)elago, 
Mount Taurus, tin? mountains of Jjebaiion, Jerusjilein, 
the Pyramids, the De.sert, the tcjitsof Arabia, the palm 
trees of Meso])otainiH, will be the recitals of lier ml- 
vaiiced age. God lias given her loveliness, iniioc(*iice, 
genius, aiul a heart moved by generons^tiid siibhine seii- 
tiineiils; I shall h.ive given her what 1 could advi to these 
l•elcstial gifts — the sight of scenes the most marvellous, 
the most filled with enchant neiit, on the earth ! Wha^ 
a being she will be at twenty years old ! All will have 
been liappiness, J^iety, love, and marvel in lier life*. 
Oh, who will be woriliy of completing i,t by love ! T 
wept, and prayed witli fervour and confidence, for I 
can never A'ntertaiii a powerful sentiment iu the heart 
but it tends to the inliiiite, Init it i^esolves itself into a 
hymn, or an invocation to him wli > is the end of all 
our sentiments, to him wlio ])roducc*s and absorbs them 
"il — ^to pod. 

As I was about to fall asleep, 1 heard mi deck some 
urned steps, as if ]> Tpari’ig (br a voameuvre ; 1 was 
stonished, foi the sihmee hatl been unbi-okcn for .some 
ime, and the sea only ina»le that siighi rippling noise 
|bivh indicated the vessel moving onwjsrrls. Shortly, 
|j^d the sonorous rings of the anchor chain heavily 
from the capstan ; then i felt that sudden shuck 
BpS"makes the whole ship vibrate, when tho anchor 


has fallen upon a solid bottom and digs into the sand 
or sea-Aveedi I got up^ and oi)enod my noiTOW window. 
We had arrived ; we were in the road before Beiroufc; 
1 saw some lights scattered upon the distant sliore ; 1 
heard the barkings of dogs on the plain. It was the first 
noise which had come to mo from tluj coast of Asia, 
and it rejoiced my heart. It was midnight. I returned 
thanks to God, and I sank into a deep and quiet sleep ; 
no person but myself had boeii aroused below deck. 

September fl : nine o'clock in the morning, — We were 
before Beirout, one of the best peopled towns on the 
coast of Syria., the ancient Berytus, made a lioniaii 
colony under Augustus, who gave it the name of Felix 
Julia, The epithet of Feitunate” was bestowed upon 
it, on account of tJie fertility of its surrounding lands, 
of its incomparable climate, and cif the magniticonce 
of its situation. TJie town occupies a delightful hill, 
which sweeps Avith a gciith? declivity b) the sea ; some 
banks of earth or of rocks advance into the waves, 
and snpjiort tho I'urkisli fortiticatioiis, Avith an effect 
truly picturesque ; the road is shut in by a tongue of 
land which defends it from the eastern winds. ThcAvhoh; 
of this tongue of land, as well as the neighbouring hills, 
is c(»vorod with the richest vegetation ; mulberry trees 
for silkworms are planted all around, raised in rows one 
above the other, upon artificial terr.'ic(!s ; (?an)b trees, 
with their dark veriliire and majestic dome ; fig-trees, 
palms, oranges, poim.'granates, and a quantity of other 
trees arul shrubs foreign to oiir climates, extend on all 
paits of the shore near the sea the harinonioiis tints of 
their foliage. At a greater distance, upon tlu? a<‘clivitie.s 
of the mountains, forests of olives strew the country 
Avith thi'ir grey ami ashy leaves. At about a h'agiio 
from tlu! town, tho high mountains of the chain of Le- 
banon begin to rise ; they opi'ii their deep gorges where 
tin; <‘ye loses itself in the distant darkness; they east d(»wii 
their broad torrents, wliich become rivers ; they str(?tch 
ill ditterent diri'ctioiis, soim' towards 'I’yre and Sidoii, 
othtTS towards 'fripoli and Ijatakia, and their unequal 
suimuits, lost in tlie clouds, or whitened by tli<' refraction 
of tin? sun’s rays, resein 1)1 (* oui-Alps covered with eter- 
nal snows. 

The quay of jUdrout, wliieh th(' waves wash without 
ceasing, and soinetiines eov«'r with foam, was filled with 
a erowil of Arabs in all the splendour of their striking 
costuuH's, and of tlu'ir arms. W'e perceivid a inovc- 
ineiit us active as on tin* quays of onr largi* maritime 
towns. Several Eurojicaii vessels wen? at ancluir near 
us in tlie road ; ami the ehaloupes, b(?aring morehamlise 
from Damascus and IJagdad, eaine and went hetwi'cn 
the shore and the shi[>s incessantly. The houses of the 
tow'ii arose in confused groups, the roofs of the lower 
serving as tcrraci.s for the iqiper ones. 'I'hose houst.'s 
with flat roofs, and some of tlicni Avitli turreted bahis- 
I trades, the bars of paint i‘d wooil which closed tho wiii- 
' dows hermetically with the veil of easli.-rn jealousy, the 
tops of pahii-lrei?s, which appeared to spring from the 
stones, ami showed themselves even under the roofs, as 
if to carry a little verdure to the eyes of the females, 
prisonei’s in the harems — all this captivated ns, and 
aimoimced the East. We heard the sharp cry of the 
Arabs of the desm’t wliowcrc disjniting iqion the (piay, 
and the liarsh and doleful groans of tin; (?ainels, as they 
made them bend their knees to receive tlieir loads. 
Occiipi<‘<l with this spectacle, so new and captivating 
to our eyes, wo did not think of disembarking into onr 
new c!ounti*y. Tho flag of France, lioweyer, floated on 
tile top of a mast on one of tJie most elevated bouses in 
the town, and ajipeared to invite us to go and repose 
ourselves, after our long and painful voyagi*, under its 
protection. 

But there were too many of us, and w'o liad too inucli 
luggage to risk the disembarkation before reconnoitring 
tin; country and closing a house, if wo could procure 
one. I left my Avife, Julia, and tw'O of iny companions, 
ill the brig, and I caused tlie boat be lowered, to go 
on shore and make iiiquiries. 

In a few minutes 1 reached the sand through the 
smooth and silvery Avator, and some Arabs with naked 
legs curried me in their arms to the bottom of a gloomy 
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and stcop street which led to the French consulate. 
The consul, M. Guys, for wliom I had letters, and whom 
I had alrejidy seen at Marseilles, w'as not arrived, i 
found in his place M. Jorelle, the acting member of the 
consulate, and French dragoman in Syria, a young man 
whoso pleasing and amiable countenance bespoke our 
good opinion, and wliose kindness during our long stay 
m Syria iustifieJ this first impression. Ho offered us a 
part of the consular house as a first asylum, and pro- 
mised to have imiuiries made in the environs of tin; 
town for a liouse where we could estiiblish our liouso- 
hold. Ill a few hours, the boats of several vessels, 
and the porters of Boirout, under tlic guardianship 
of the consular janissaries, had effected the landing 
of our party and of our baggago of all description ; 
and before night we were all on sliore, temporarily lodged 
and rendered comfortable by tin; care and attentions of 
M. and Madame Jorelle. That is a delightful moment, . 
in which, after a long and stormy passage, when just 
arrived in an unknown land, you cast your eyes from a 
porfunn.'d and smiling terrace upon the element which 
you have at last quitted for a long tinu', upon the ship 
which has brought you through the tempests, and which 
is yet lu'aving in the billows, upon the shady and quiet 
<*ountry which surrounds you, upon all those scenes in 
life on short; whicli seem so sweet when you have been 
long a straiigtT tlit^rn. VVe enjoyed tliis contempla- 
tion all the evening. Madame Jorelle, a young and 
chaiTiihig woman born at Aloppoj had preserved the; 
rich and noble eostuine of the Arab hanalcs ; tlie turban, 
tl;c embroltlered vest, the tlagger in the girdle : we 
never ta'astvl for a moment admiring this magnificent 
costume, which so imieli heightened her truly oriental 
beauty. 

When night was eomts we were st'i’vcd with a supper 
in the European fashion, in a kiosk, the large latticed 
windows of wliieh opened on the port, and in wliicdi the 
refn'shing breeze of (evening ])layed round tlie lights. 

1 opeiK'd a cas(! of French wine, which I uihhal to this 
hospitahk* entertahnnent, and wo thus j)asse»l our first 
' evening in (conversation u])on the tw<» countries, that 
which we quittt'd and that wliicli wo came to visit ; an 
impiiry ri'specting France was answered by a question 
Asia. eJiilia played with the long tresses of some 
Arab women, or of some black slaves uii<» came to wait 
upon us; she admired tin* (uistium's so new to Ik.t ; and 
her mother wove into tresses the long curls of her fair 
hair, in imitation of of the Jieirout ladies, or 

eonverted her shawl into a turban for the head. I have 
S(vn nothing more ravishing amongst all th(‘ female 
f;n;es wliicli are engraved in my memory, than the 
coiiiitcnance of Julia tlius dri'ss'.'d in tin; tnrbaii of 
Aleppo, with tffe band of crarved gold, from which hung 
strings of })earls ami cl)ains of golden sequins, ami her 
long liair llowing over her shoulders ; joined to the 
surprised hxdv .she east on her mother and me, ami her 
smiles, wliicli seemed to say to us, S(;e, how Iiamlsome 
I am in this attire 

After having spoken a hundred times of our couulrv, 
and repeated all tlie names of })laei*s and of pm-sons 
wliieh a common recollect ion In-ouglit to oni* minds — 
after we had exclianged all the information which could 
ipuiually interest ns — wo talked of jaa try; Madame 
Jorelle begged me to let her hear some pieces of French 
poetry, anti translated lierself soim; fragments of tin? 
poetry of Aleppo. 1 t«)ld lit?r tliat nature was always 
more pi'rfcctly poetical than poets, and that she herself 
at that moment, at that liour, in so beautiful a .spot, in 
that strangi; costume, with that i-asteru pipe in her 
hand, and the poignard with a diamond hill at her waist, 
was a more beautiful subject for ♦In; must; than all those 
which we surveyed by thought alone. And as she an- 
swered me tliat it would bo very agreeable to have a 
memorial of oiu’ journey to send to her fatlier at Aleppo, 
ill some verses made for her, I retired for a moment, 
[ and L brought b*’.ck some Unv;s L;uiuible to the place 
j where they were written, and the feeliug of gratitude 
[ which inspii’cd me. 


Child of tbo and dost tbott ask a wreath of sung from me ?•*• 

Thou, nuiTied where desert* winds pour forth their music wild an<i 
free ! 

Flower of Aleppo’s gardens ! thou, upon whoso opening hlonm, 

Tho bulbupl* might have loved to chant and languish in pi rfumol 

^Vho to the balsam-tree brings back tho 8weot.s that fiYiin it ilow ? 
Or w'ould refbc its bounteous fruits upon the orange-bough ? 

Who seeks to lend now lustre to tho oriental morn ? 

Or would with added stars of gold night’s glittering sky lulorn ? 

No, this is not a place for verse ! but if thou lovest well 
All that which casts o'er poesy its most enchanting spell, 
l.ook on th(j waters of this poobf and there thyself behold — 
(Compared with lovelincsit like thine, all verso is weakiand cold ! 

When, placed in tho kiosk at night beside the lattice-bars, 
Through which creeps, in the ocean-breeze, tho light of moon 
and stars. 

Thou sittest on a mat to which Palmyra lent its gifts. 

And w'hence the Moku’s bitter fumes arise in heaUKl drifts ; 

"When to those lojlf-closcd lips of thine tJ>y beauteous fingers raise* 
Thy pipe of ja.smin(;-wood, on which the golden frettings blaze. 
And, drinking in the rose’s bwcet ]HMfun)c tlie while, tliy mouth 
Makes niurmurings in tho water cell, as of tlie breezy south 

When the winged inisLs which hover and embrace thco round 
and round 

AVith odorous vapours, have their chain about thy senses wound. 
And visions, fai*-(>ff dreams, of love, ami days of youtliful glee, 
Float roimd us in the fragrant air exhaled in mists from thee ; 

AVhen thou describ’.»t the Arab steed, tin; spurner of tho sands, 
.Subjected to tlie foaming bit beneath thy ciiild-like hamls — 

Thy slanting glanco so lustrous bright, meanwhile, ns to uutvio 
'J'hc .soft yet burning brilliancy of his triuinpliant eye ; 

AMien, tapering like the handle of the polished vase, thine ami 
I'pon thy bended elbow props thy brow of many a cliarni, 
i And when a (dianeo rejection of tlie evening lamp disidays 
Thy jewelhid poignard’.s hilt and sheath, all bright with diamond 
ray.s- 

'riien is there nought in all the sounds that l.inguage can employ. 
Nought in (he dreaming brow of those wh'i know the poet’s jey, 
Nought in the soft sighs of a soul from st.'iin and blemish free, 
Nought half so fresh and i cdolent of poesy as thee ! 

1 have o’orpast the happy time, iu which life’s flower of bloom, 
J^ovc, young love, opens up the heart, and fills it with perfume, 
And admiration in my soul, though touehofl unto tlio core, 
flas nought for beauty but a ray tliat carries warmth uo more ! 

Alom; in this impassioned heart tho harp is now adored: 

Yet how would I, in younger years, my verses forth have poured. 
For one of those most fmgr.int wreaths of h\dit and cloudy air, 
Which now thy lip sends u]» to float, unheeded, here and there 

Or how should 1 have joyed to trace that most enchanting mould. 
Of wliieh u viewless hand now forms an outline dim and cold, 

As niglit’s soft rays, enressing with their light tliat form of thine. 
{Sketch on the w all its shadowy grace amid tho sweet mounshino ! 

We could not tear our.selves from tin's first sceiio of 
Arab life. At length wc went, for the. fir.st time these 
tlii’i't? months, to repose in la d?, and to sleep witliout 
fear of the wuvi's. An impetuous wind roared upon 
[ the .sea, shook the walls of tin' lofry teiTaee ujider wliieh 
I wt; slept, and made us feel, with a more delieious sensa- 
tion, tin; benefits of a Iraiuiuil abode after so many 
joltings. 1 thought that Julia and my wife were at 
length, for a long time, beyond tlie reach of danger, 
and 1 east in my mind tlu' moans of preparing for them 
an agreeable a?^l safi' residence;, whilst I pursued tho 
course of my journe) into those places which I visited 
iu tlie sequel. 

Sepiembfir 7.-1 liave arisen with the sun. I have 
opened tlie shutter of cedar-wood, the sole barrier of 
thechainher in whicli we sh'cp in this beautiful climate. 
I have cast my first look upon the sea, and upon tho 
glittering line of coast which stretches from Beirout afi 
far as (’ape Batroun, half way to Tripolisi^ 

N(‘v«;r lias a view of mountains made sucii an impres- 
sion upon me. Lebanon has a character which I have 
not .seen cither in the Alps or Mount Taurus: it is 
the mingling of the imposing sublimity of the outlines 
and the summits, with the gracefulness of thte details 
and the variety of tints — it is a mountain solemn as its 

* [The bulbul is the e.astcrn name for the nightingale.] 
t [Tlio iiool or fountain iu tho court of an oriental dwflling.] 
[The circumstance of a lady wearing a |>oignard, and of hor 
smoking from a pljn:, which contains peifiimed watt 
I or cell for cooling the fumes, will not surprise tl 
j with eastern m:uiners.] 





name^ii is the Alps under the sky of Asia, plunging 
their aifrial crests into the deep serenity of an oternai 
splendour. It appears that the sun reposes for ever 
upon the gilded angles of these summits ; the dazzling 
whiteness witli which it impresses them is confounded 
with tiiat of the snows, which remain to the middle of 
summer upon the higliest tops. The chain developes 
itself before the eye for a length of at least sixty 
leagues, from the Cape of Saide, the ancient Sidon, t( 
the environs of Latakia, wliere it begins to decline, in 
order to leave Mount Taurus to cjist its roots into tho 
plain of 'Alexandretta. 

Sometimes the chain of Lebanon rises almost per- 
pendicularly from tho sea, with villages and large mo- 
nasteries suspended upon their precipices ; sometimes 
it retires from the shore, forming immense gulfs, and 
leaving verdant spots or ridges of sand between it 
and the waves. Vessels frequent these gulfs, and go to 
anchor in the numerous roads with wliieli the coast is 
indented. The sea is there of the bluest, and most 
sombre hue; and allliough it is alw’av.s billowy, the 
waves, whieh are broad and high, roll in vast circles 
upon the sands, and reflect the mountains as in a stain- 
less mirror. These waves proiluce a dull murmur at 
once harmonious and confused, wliieh mounts to tho 
vines and the carob-tr<M‘s, and fills the fields with life 
and stirring sound. To my hdt tlie coast of Beirout 
was low' ; it w'as a continuity of little tongues of land 
crowned with verdure, and only ju-oserved from the 
overflowing of the sea by a line of rocks and sand, 
covered for the most part mth ancimit ruins. Farther 
on, hillocks of red sand, i'lko tluit of the Egyptian 
deserts, jutted out into a promontory, and served as a 
beacon to mariners ; on the summit of this promontory 
the broad tojis of a forest of Italian pines w’t'rt; visible, 
and the eye, glancing between their scattered trunks, 
fell upon the .sides of another chain of Lebanon, and 
even upon the advanced sand-bank upon which Tyro 
(now Sour) was built. 

When 1 turned to tho land side, I saw tho high 
minarets of tho mosques, like isolated columns, mount- 
ing into the undulating azure of the morning ; the foi*' 
tresses which command the town, and from tlie crevices 
of their w'alls a multitude of climbing plants, wild flg.s, 
and wail-flowers springing ; the round battlements of 
the fortitieations ; the level sweet) of tho mulberry-trees 
in the fields ; hero and there the flat roofs and white 
walls of country-hou.ses, or of tho Inits of the Syrian 
peiisants; and beyond, the gi’cen banks of tho Beirout 
hills, covered wutli pictures(j[ne edifices of every descrip- 
tion, Greek convents, Maronite conveut.s, riiosipies, and 
santons, and clothed w'ith foliage and tillsige, like the 
most fertile hills of Grenoble, or of Cbainbdry. Th<*n 
there was always Mount Lebanon, taking a thousand 
curves and bends, grouped in gigantic masses, and 
casting its In.-avy shadow, or making its snows glitter, 
over all tlu; scenes of this landscaj)e. 

Sitvif date , — 1 liavo passed the whole day in trav<?rs- 
ing the environs of Beirout, and seeking for a place 
of rest to <.*stahlish iny family. ** 

I have hired five houses, which eoinposc a group, 
and I shall unite them by w'Oo<len stairca-ses, galleries, 
and doors. Each hou&<^ htre is formed only of a suf 
terranean apartment, .‘serving as a kitchen, and of one 
chamber, in which ilic whole family, howsoever nume- 
rous, sleep. 

In such a climate, the real habitation is tlio roof 
turned intoS, termee. It is there tho w men and the 
children i-ass the d.iy.s,. and fretjuently the nights. In 
front of the hmiscs, bctweeai th2 tranks of mulberry or 
olive trees, tin’ Arab makes a fire-place with three 
stories, and bis wife v‘> epai'es his food there. They ciist 
a straw mat over a stu;; which stret»-hes from the wall 
to the brancKes of. il.. tree (lene-A h ihia shade, the 
householf^jeCononiy is all caiTied on. 'I'he weraeu and 
the girls are swatted there the whtdc d.iy, occupied in 
their long hair, and i nif) tresse-s, in 

■ leir veils, in weaving .dlk, in feeding their 
^or in playing and chatting amongst them- 
the girls ou a Sunday morriing in our \ tl« 


lages of the south of France, when they colleot at the 
doors of their dwellings. 

Same date, evening , — The whole day has been oc- 
cupied in unloading the brig, and carrying from the 
town to our country-house tho luggage of our caravan. 
Each of us will have a chamber. A large grove of mul- 
berries and oranges extends around tho five united 
houses, and affords a few paces for promenade, and a 
little shade to breathe in, before the door of each. I 
have purcha.sed Egyptian mats, and Damascus carpets, 
to serve us for beds and divans. I Jiave found the Arab 
carpenters very active and intelligent ; they are already 
at work upon the doors and windows, and w'c shall go 
this evening to sloop in our new abode. 

September 8. — Nothing can he more delicious than 
our arising after tlie first night passed in our house. 
Wo have had breakfast brought upon the Jarge.sfc of our 
terraces, and w'o have looked over our environs. 

The house is ten minut(;s’ walk from the town. Wo 
arrive by patlivvays shaded witli immense aloes, which 
Iiang tJieir prickly fruit upon the heads of tliose pas.sing 
und<;r. We go by the side of some antique arches, and an 
enormous s<]uare tower built by the emir of the Druzes, 
Fakardin, which serves at present as an ob.servatory 
for the Bcntiiiels of Ibrahim Pacha’s army, and wlience 
tliey command tho whole country. We afterwards 
glide between the triinlcs of mulberries, and come to a 
group of low houses concealed in the trees, and flanked 
on both sides by citrons and oranges. These liousea 
ire irregular, and tho middle one rises like a square 
tower or pyramid above tlie otlu'rs. The roofs of all 
these little houses communicate hy means of somo 
W'ooden steps, aiul thus foian a whole sufficientiy com- 
modious for persons who have just passed so many 
days beiu'ath llu^ dtjck of a merchant vessel. 

A few hundred paces from iis the sea advances into 
the laml, and seen from above tlie gn^en tops of 

the citron and aloe trees, it resemhles a beautiful inland 
lake, or a large river of wliieli only a portion is ohserv- 
iiblc. 801110 Arab barks are at anchor, and are gmitly 
moved by tin? insensible undulation. If we ascmid tho 
upper terrace, thi.s beautiful Jake is expanded into an 
‘minetiso gulf, closed 011 oiu’ side by the Moorisli castle 
)f Beirout, and 011 th(5 other, by tbo high dark w'hIIk 
) f the mountain-chain wliich extend.s towards Tripolis, 
But in front of us tin* landscape is more extensive. It 
commences by sw'eeping over a plain of fields in admi- 
rable cultivation, studded with tri’c's which entirely 
•oiiceal the soil, and here and tlierc w ith Iiouses similar 
to oiir own, raising their roofs like so many wliiti^ sails 
n a sea of green ; it contracts, .afterwards, into a long 
:uid agreeable hill, on tho summit of wliich a (ireek 
xmveiit .sho\v.y its whitemMl walls and its blue cupolas ; 
.some pine-trees rise above tiic very cupolas of tho con- 
vent. Down the liill are terraces sustained by stone walls, 
n which grow' olives and mniberries. The sea washes 
the lowest of the terraces, and then retiring, gives jilaco 

a second plain more distant, through whiidi a river 
meanders amongst a WMod of green oak.s, and falls into 
the gulf, wliich is rendered yellow by its muddy waters. 
This plain i.s not terminated until it reaches tho sides 
of tho mountains. These mountains do not rise w ith a 
single spring ; they begin by enormous hills resembling 
inmionse blocks, .some rounded, others square ; a slight 
vegetation covers the tops of tlieso hills, and each of 
thmn bear.s cither a monastery or a village, which 
reflects the glare of the sun, ami attracts the eye. Tho 
sides of the hills shine like gold ; tliey are composed of 
yellow frecstoiio shivered by earthquakes, each particle 
of which reflects and darts out light. Above tliese first 
small mountains, the steps of Lebanon grow broader ; 
there are table-lands of one an<l two leagues, uneven, 
broken, cut into ravines, deep beds of torrents, and dark 
gorges wdicrc tho eye loses itself. After these table-lands, 
the nigh mountains show themselves almost perpendicu- 
larly ; yet W'e see the black spots of the ccfiars and the 
firs which crown them, and some inaccessible convents, 
somo unknown villages, which appear to hang upon 
their precipices. At the top of the most pointed of tJiis 
second cliain, some trees, which seem gigantic, are 
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|l ibible, like straggling Imirs upon a bald forehead. We 
inguish their unequal heights, which are like the 
li*nicnts on a citadel. 

sliind this second chain, the real Lohanon at length 
; it is not possible to distinguish whetlair his sides 
abrupt or sloping, whether they are naked or 
:?.rcd with vegetation : the distance is too great. The 
hanks are confounded in the transparency of the atmo- 
sphere w'itli the air itself, of which they seein to he a 
part ; we sco only the ambient refraction of the sun’s 
rays which obscures flicin, ajul their reddened crests, 
which arc confounded witli the purple clouds of the 
morning, hovering like iinapproacliuhic islands in the 
billows of the sky. 

If our eyes descend from this suldinie Itorizon of 
mountains, they find a restiug-[)Iace only on the majestic 
groups of palin-tn^es, planted here and there in the 
country, near t lie houses of the Arabs, on the green 
undulating tops of the larch-pines scattered in small 
knots uj)oii tlio plains or the hills, on tlio nopal hedges, 
or other thiek plants, the lif?avy leaves of which fall 
down, as if for decioration, upon the little walls which 
sustain the terraces. ’J’hesc walls tlu'iuselves are so 
covered with liclnuis in flowc'r, ivy, wild figs, and hul- 
boiLs plants, flowering in every variety of tint, that we 
cannot perceive the stones of whieli the walls are built ; 
tliey art' lainparts only of verdure and flowers. 

Jn lint?, iK'ar to us, just beneath our eyes, are two 
or tlirt'c liouses similar to our own, and half bidden by 
the orange-trees in flower Jind in fruit, which present 
to us those animated and j)ictiiresijut‘ scenes which art; 
fht' life of t'very landsca])L‘. Arabs, seated upon mats, 
smoke iq^tuitlie ruofsof the houses. Some women lean on 
the wintiows to look at us, andctmceal themselves when 
they [)erct,'ive that we st;t? tht'm. fliidi?r our very ter- 
race twt) Arab families, fathers, brt'tliers, women anti 
children, take tht;ir repast by tlit; shade of a small plane- 
tree upon tin; thresheld of tlieir houhcs ; and at some 
paces from them, under another tree, two young Syrian 
girls «.;f ineomparahle liennty dress themselves in tin? 
open air, and cover their iiair with white and rt'd 
fl()W(?rs. 'riiere is one ttf them whose hair is so long 
ajid bushy that it eoiiiph'teiy envelopes her, as the 
branches of a weejiing-willow el so around tin; trunk 
on all sitle.s ; vse ean only pt'reeive lier beautiful tiore- 
liead, and li(?r eyes radiant with siinplt? gaiety, pierc’ing 
for a moivieiit this natural veil, .as slit; sliakt's aside tin? 
waving hair. She ajipears to enjoy our admiration ; 1 
throw to ln;r a liandful of (fitazis, small pieces of gold, 
of .vhieli the Syrians make necklaces and bracelets, by 
stringing tliein on a slip t»f .silk. Slie. joins her Imntls, 
and carrif'.s tlumi to lier iioad to thank me, and retires 
into tin* low ehan\l)er to show them to her motln'r uinl 
sistt'i*. 

Septernher H.'ibib-Uarbara, a Syrian Greek 

establisln?J at IJeirtiut, aiitl wljt)se house is near tuirs, 
»(;rves us as dragoman, that is, interpreter. Attached 
in this quality during twenty years i t th.c diflerent 
con.sulates of I 'rance, ho speaks h’reneh and Italian ; 
ho is one of I ho most obliging ami intelligent men 
whom 1 liavc met in my travels : Avithout liisas.sistancc, 
^and that of M. Jorelle, we should have had iiirmito 
difficulty in completing our estal'lisliment in SjTia ; he 
procures us domestics, botli Cireek and Arab. 1 buy at 
first six Arab borses of tl.u liajt-bloiKl, and 1 keep tbem, 
like the people of the country, in tin; open air in a tiehl 
before the bouse, the legs fettered by rings of iron fas- 
tened to a stake iii the earth. I caii.so a tent to be 
prepared beside the lior.se.s, for the sais, or Arab grooms. 
These men appear quiet and iiit(;lligent ; as to the ani- 
mals, in two days tliey know us and scented us like dogs. 
Habib-Barbara presents us to bis wife, ;ind to his 
daughter, who is to be married in a f ew days ; be invites 
J us to the wedding : curious to obsi'rvc a Syrian mar- 
( riage, we acce])t, .and Julia prejuires her presents for 
, the bride. 1 giv e her a small gold watch, of which I have 
laid in a store! for occurrences of this n.'dure ; she adds 
to it a small chain of pearls. We get on horseback to 
^reconnoitre tho environs of Beirout; Madame Jorelle 
•mounts a superb Arab horse, caparisoned in blue velvet 


plated with silver, a breast-piec© of embossed silver cut 
in garlands, and clanging on the chest of the beautiful 
animal. M. Jorelle selis rno ono of his horses for my 
wife ; I get Ai'ab saddle.s and bridles made for fourteen 
horses. 

About half a league from the town on the east, the 
Emir Fakardin had planted a forest of spreading pines, 
upon a sandy ridge which extends between the sea and 
the plain of IJagdad, a pretty Ai’ab village at the foot of 
L<;banon. The emir had j)ianted this magnificent forest, 
it i.s said, in order to o])pose a rampart to the inva.sion 
of the iiniiK'iise hillocks of red sand which rise'at a little 
distance, aiul threatc'ri to overwhelm lieirout and its 
ricii plantations. Tin; forest has become superb ; the 
trunks of the trees are .sixty and eighty feet liigh, and 
their wide immoveable brancliea stret(;h from one to 
another, covt'Hng an iinmen.se space with tlM;ir shade; 
the sand creej)s between the irunk.s, and forms the 
pleasantest .soil lor the hoofs of tlie horses. The rest 
ot the ground is covered with a light downy turf, 
sprinkled with flowers of the most da/.zliiig red ; the 
roots of wild hyaeinth are .so large tlwit they are not 
crushed beneath tin; iron of tlio horses’ slioes. "'rbrough 
the columns of trunk.'*, we sec on one side tin; wliiteand 
reddish downs of sand whieh hide the sea, on the other 
the plain of Bagdad, and the et)nrse of the river into 
t))is plain, and a corner of the gulf, hioking like a small 
lake, .so much is it le.ssi'iied by the horizon of laud, and 
the twelve or fift(?eii Arab villages upon the last .slopes 
of Eebaiion, wliieh hn’in the eurlainof this scene. The 
light is so clear, and the air .so ]uire, tliat we distinguish 
at several league's’ elevation, the. hu'msof tlte trees upon 
tin; Tiioimtaiiis, :ind the largo eagles who float in tho 
ethereal oc(f*an Axithont moving their wings. This wood 
of pines i.s certainly the most niagniflceut of all the 
spots 1 have; seen in my life. Tlio .sky, the mountains, 
tin; snows, the hliie horizon of tlio .sea, tli (3 rod and lurid 
aspoet of the desert ; tin.' meandering course of the 
river, tlu? isolated tops of the cypres.s trees, the clu.stera 
of palms in tin; fields, the delightful appearance of thd 
huts, co/ored with oraiigf's ami vine.s overhanging tho 
roofs; tlie an.slerti a.'q>eet of the elevated Maronifce 
riionaste.'rie.s, ea.^ling .'ilteniate shade and light on tho 
ehiselled rocks of Jiehanon ; the caravans of camela 
load<‘d Aviili merchandise passing in silence amongst tho 
trees; flocks of jioor Jew.s inoimtt;d on asses holding 
tAvo children on <'aeli arm; Avomen cnvohxped in white 
veils on liorseback, mareliing to the sound of the tifo 
and the tambour, surrounded by a crowd of children, 
diM’ssed ill red stiifts embroidered with gold, and dancing 
boforo their liorses ; some Arab horsemen tlirowing 
the djerid around us, u])oii hor.st;s whoso mam's literally 
.sweep the .s;ind ; some groups of Turks sc'ated before a 
cafe Iniilt in tho foliage, and smoking their jiipea or per- 
forming their devotiou.s ; a little farther, the sandy 
.ie.sert lulls without end, which are tinged with the golden 
rays of the evening sun, and from which the wind raiHes 
lends cf healed dust ; and, in fine, the dull murmur of 
the sea, vvhieli^ningles with the musical rustling of the 
wind amongst the Inaoelu s of the pines, and with the 
song of myj'iads of imlnowii birds ; — all this oflers to 
the eye and the thouglit of tlie Avanderer, a blending of 
objects the most sul>lime and beautiful, ami at the same 
time the mo.st melancholy, which have ever excited my 
mind ; it is the site of my dreams; 1 will return to it 
I'Vi'iy day. 

September Id — We had passed all the^e days in tho 
pleasant occupation of making a generaf knowledge of 
imm, manners, places, and in* the amusing details of 
an e.stahlishment, in the bosom of a coimti*}- so entirely 

y. Our five houses have become, by tlio assistance 
of our friends and Arab workmen, a sort of Itirlian villa, 
like tho.se we have inhabited with such dcliglit on the 
mountain.s of Lncca, or the coasts of Leghorn, in former 
times. Each of us has hi.s apartment ; and a saloon, 
having a terraco ornaiiioiited with flowers, is the centra 
of reunion. Wo have arranged divans there ; we hava 
(laced oil tho tables our ship-library ; my wife and Julia 
lavo painted the walls in fresco, have piled on a eedar 
table tlieir books, and all those little objects of womauj 
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which, in London nnd Pavia, adorn tables of marble and 
mdJiogaiiy ; it is there that we assemble iu the burning 
hours of the day, for in the evening our saloon is held^ in 
the open air, on the terrace itself ; it is tlicre we receive 
the visits of all the Europeans whom the comniorcc 
with Daraascius, of which Beirout is the sea-port, fixes 
in this line country. The Egyptian governor of Ibra- 
him Pacha has come to ofter ns, with a graciousness 
and .cordiiility more than European, his protection and 
his services for our sojourn, and for the journeys that 
wo Misli venture upon. He lias dined with me to-day; 
he is a Ilian who would not disgrace any society. An 
old soldier of the Paclui of Egypt, he has for his mas- 
ter, and especially for Ibrahim, that blind devotion 
and confidence in fortune^ which 1 recollect to have 
formerly witnessed in the generals of tlie emperor; 
but the Turkish attachment has something in it more 
touching and more noble, because it bt'longs to a reli- 
gious sentiment, and not a personal ftieling. f brahim 
Pacha is destiny, is Allah, to his olKcers : Mapoleoii was 
but glory and ambition to Ins. 

He drank champaigne witli pleasure, and submitted 
to all our usages, as if lie had never known any other. 
Pipes and coffee, taken at several intervals, filled up 
the afternoon. 1 have given him a letter for Ibraliim 
Pacha, a letter in which I annouiieed to liim the 
arrival of a .Euro])ean traveller in the eoniitry subject 
to his arms, and ask from him the protection which is 
to be expected from a man who combats for the caiisf* 
of European civilisation. Ibrahim j)ass(‘(l a short wliih* 
ago witli his army; he is at present beside Homs, a 
large town in the desert, between Aleppo and Damas- 
cus ; he has left fi'vv troops in Syria ; the principal 
towns, such as lieirout, Sai'dt*, «Jafia, Acre, Tripolis, 
are oceiJ])ied by agreement with lljraliini by tin; s(*ldiers 
of the Emir lh?s(dnr, or great prince of the Druzes, who 
reigns in Lebanon. This chieftain has not resisted 
Ibrahim ; lie abandoned the cause of the Shirks, in ap- 
pearaii''o at least, after the taking of St Ji?an d’Aere 
by Ibrahim, and In? now mixes bis troojis with those 
of the Paclia. The Emir Besi^hir, if Ibrahint slioiild be 
defeated at Homs, could block liis retjvat, and destroy 
the remnant of the Egyptians. 'Pliis skilful and war- 
like prince has reigned for forty years over the moun- 
tains of Lebanon. He has cast into one people the 
Drnzes, tlic Metnalis, the MaroiiitiLS, the Syrians, and 
the Arabs, who live uiidim his sway, lie has sons as 
warlike as bimsidf, whom he scuds to govern tlur towns 
which Jbrahin»entrusts to him ; one of bis sons is en- 
camped a <inarter of a mile from here, in the plain wliieh 
reaclies to Lebanon, with 500 or 000 Arab horseiiuni. 
We must see him ; he has sent to eompliinent us. 

An A rail related to me to-day the entry of Ibraliim 
into the town of Beirout. At .some, distance from the 
gate, as he passed along a deep road, the sides of which 
are covered with thick roots and interwoven plants, an 
miornious serpffiit issmsd from tlie hushes, ami, crawling 
on the sand, slowly advanced under the ftjet of Ibrahim’s 
horse ; the horse, being alarmed, begai^to prance, ainl 
some slaves, wlio followed the paclia on foci. threw' 
thernselve.s forward to kill the serpi nt; but Ibrahim 
stopped tlieni with a g(;sture, and, drawing his sword, 
cut off the head of the reptih* before liini, and crushed 
the body below bis liors(.>’s feet. 1’he crowd uttered a 
cry of admiration, and Tbraliini, with a smile on bis 
lips, continued his routi', encluinted at this circumstance, 
as it is an assured augury of victory amongst the .\rahs. 
This peopdc se.j no aciodeut in life, mi iiatorul pheno- 
menon, witl.oiit iittaeliing to it a moral and jiroplnitic 
sense. Is it a confused reminiscence of that first more 
perfect tongue winch mankind formerly understood, a 
]anguage*in wliicii all nature was expiaineil by nature? 
la it a vivacity of imsiginaiion, which seeks to find rela- 
tions amongst*, hings wliich ii jr:.not permitted to man 
to compreliend ? 1 do not know, hi:^ I b m to ilic first 

iiiteri rotation ; humanity hus no instincts without mo- 
tives, end./and cause; tlie instint • for d .iiiation has 
tormepfea every people, esxiecially the 
ages. Divination, then, either 
ipiiS iitive existed ; but it is a language of 


which man lust the key, whdn leaving that sujieriur 
state, that Eden of which all nations have a confused 
tradition. Then, doubtless, nature spoke more loudly 
and clearly to his spirit; man conceived the hidden 
relation of all natural events, and their connection could 
conduct him to the perception of truths, or of future 
circumstances, for the present is always the generating 
and infallible germ of the future; it re(|uires only to 
he seen and to be comprehended. 

September 17. — Still the same life. The day is pas.scd 
in giving and receiving visits of Arabs and Franks, and 
in traversing the delicious environs of our retreat. Wc 
have found equally obliging dispositions amongst all tiic 
European consuls of Syria, whom the war has eonct ii- 
tratod at Bierout. The eoiisul of Sardinia, M. Bianco, 
the Austrian consul, M. Lamella, and the English con- 
suls, ]\rM. Farrmi and A host, have.* put us iu commu- 
nication with all the Arabs who can assist us In our 
projects of travelling into the interior. It is iiiipossihlc 
to meet greater welcome and hospitality. Some of 
these gentlemen have lived many years in Syria, and 
have relations with tin* Arab families of Damascus, 
Aleppo, ami Jerusalem, who have again similar rela- 
tions with the principal scheiks of the Arabs of tlio 
deserts which wt; lia\’c to ti*av«-l ovei’. VVe thus form in 
advance a chain of rcconnmMidations, and I’elations of 
hospitality, upon the (Utferent routes w hich may lea<l us 
to Bagfiad. 

AI. .Jorelle has procured me an (“\«H‘llenl, rlragoman, 
or inleriu'eter, in the ptTson of M. Mazoyi r, a young 
I’Tcuichrnan by origin, Imt who, born and bred in Syria, 
is \ery well versed in tin* learmul languages, and In the 
different dialects of Ibo regions whieli wa^ hav(^ to tra- 
verse. He is installed from lo-day with nu*, and I band 
over to him the govenniUMit of all the .Aral) part of my 
hoii.sehold. 'riiis Arab ]>ortion is composed of an Ah.'ppo 
cook, name<l Aboulias; of a young Syrian of the couiiliy , 
named Elias, who, Inning already been in tin' service 
of the eonsnls, understands a litth* Italian and Freueli ; 
of a young Syrian girl al'-^o speaking I'reneh, ami who 
will serve to iiri.('r}n’et for tin* women ; in tine, of five 
orsixtlreek, iVrab, orS\rian grooms, rroiu difh reiit 
jiarts of Syria, deslimMi to taki* (‘liargi* of oiir imi'si'.'-', to 
fix the tents, ami to serve us as an escort in travelling. 

Tin* history of our Arab cook is too singular not to 
pre.serve. 

He w'as a y<nmg and inK'Higi'iil (.'liristiaii ; In* bad 
established at A)e[>po a small eommer(a‘ in stiiHs of the 
country, wliich In* went liimself to sell, nioiiiited on an 
ass, amongst the trihe.s of wandering Vralis, wlio e{;me 
in the w'inti'r to ciieamp in flic ])]ains about Antioch. 
His eoimiierco j)ros[)ei'ed ; but bis (ju dity of infidel 
giving him some anxiety, lie tiiought it. best foassociun* 
liim.stdf with a Moslem Arab of Aleppo. Tin* trade only 
w'cnt on the better, and at tin* eml of .*ome yeais 
Aboulia.s found liiinsi'lf <»ne of tlie most eminent mer- 
cliants of the country. lUit lie was enaniouri'd of a 
young (irjei^o-Syriaii girl, and they would not givt' lu'r 
to Iiiin except on eoinlitioii of quitting Aleppeg and of 
estiiblisbiiig himself in tln^ neigliboiirhood of Sa'ide, 
where the family of bis young niisli-ess ri.'.sideil. Ho 
rc!quire<l to realise his foi-tniie ; a fpiarrel ensued 
between the two x>artm*rs about the partition of tin? 
wealth acquired in eoiiimon. The Maliomedaii Arab 
prepared a snare fertile poor Aboulias ; he posted coii- 
c<?aled witiiossos, wdio, in a dispule with bis associate, 
li(;ard him blaspheme .Mahomed, a mortal erime. for an 
infidel. AbouIia.s wa.s dragged before tin; paclia, and 
coiideinned to lie banged. The sentence was jnit in 
execution ; but the cord having broken, the unfortunate 
man fell to the foot of the gibbet, and was left for dead 
on the place of execution. However, the relations of 
his bride having obtained from the pacha iiermissioii to 
bury his body with the forms of their religion, carried 
it into their liouso, and perceiving that Aboulias gave 
signs of life, they resuscitated him, concealed him in a 
tavo for some days, and interrerl an empty coffin, to 
avoid excituig the susjiicion of tho Turks. But they 
had got an idea of the deceit ; and Aboulias was again 
aiTOBled, at the moment he was escaping in the night 
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from the gates of the town. Conducted to the pacha, he 
related to him how his life had been saved without any 
fault of Ins. The pacha, according to a text of the 
Koran, which was favourable to the accused, gave him 
tlio alternative eitlicr of being hanged a second time, or 
of becoming a Turk. Aboulias ii)r<d'erred the latter, 
and for some time practised Islamisin. When his 
adventure was forgotten, and his conversion certilied, 
lie found means to escape from Aleppo, and to embark 
for the Isle of Cyprus, wJicro lie made himself once 
more a (Christian, lie espoused the woman Avlioin ho 
loved, obtained the protection of the I rciieli, and W'lis 
enabled to reappear with impunity in Syj*ia, where he 
continued his trade as a packman ainongsi, the Druzes, 
Maronites, and Arabs. iSueli is tlie man whom we now 
reqiiiriMl to travt^l in these countries, llis talent as a 
cook consists in making a fire in tin* open air with 
prickly plants, or tlie dried dung of camels ; in suspend- 
ing a brass kettle njion two cross-sticks, and in boiling 
rice and cliickcms, or morsels of lamb, in the kettle. He 
also heats round Hints in the tire, uiul when they are 
almost red, ho spreads npoii them a paste of barley 
iiu'iil which be lias knoadcil, and this forms our bread. 

Sfpicnihrr 1.0.- — 1\)-(lay my wife and Julia have been 
invited, by tlie wile and dangliter of a neighbouring 
Arab child', to pass the day in the bath ; it is the 
ainu.senK'ut of women of the ivist amongst them- 
selves. A bath is announced fifteen days beforehand, 
as a ball in Ihirojic. 'fhe following is tlie description 
of this fe.stival, as givim us by my wife in the evening : — 

'fbe bath-rooms are in a public place, to which the 
approach of men is juvdiibiti'd every day up to a cer- 
tain hour, in order to keep them exclusively for the 
women, and the wliolir day when the bath is required 
for a bride, as was tlie case on the present occasion. 
'I’lio rooms arc feebly lighted, lliroiigb small domes of 
painted glass. They are paved witli marble, in com- 
partments of (Hll'ereiit colours, worked with great art. 
'file nails arc .also covered with inarbk' in mosaic, or 
adorned with monidings or ^Moorish pillars. The roonw 
are gratlualt'd as to heat; tlie tirst of the temperature 
of the outer air, the second lukewarm, the others sue- 
ees-iv(‘Iy hotter, until the Last, when' the steam, from 
water nearly bniling,ris('s from basins, and tills the air 
with its stifling heat. In gcjii-ral, then* is not a hollow 
bath in the eeini’e of the room: there are only spouts 
.always tlowie.g, nliicli pour on the marble floor about 
lialf an ineli of water, 'fliis water escapes by cliamiels, 
and is incessantly renewed. What is called the bath in 
the East is not a com|>]cte iinmm’sioii, but a succe.ssion 
of sprinklings more or less liot, and the [»rcssing of 
vapour on the skin. 

Two liuiidn^l ladies of tlie town and the neighljouv- 
hood NM.re invited tliis il.ay to the bath, .and ii the 
number si’veval young European I'euiales ; each arrived 
envolu]H'd in tin- immense cloak ef white linen, which 
entirely covers tlie .superb co.^tume of tlic woiikmi when 
till y leave home. 1’liey waire all accompanied by ilieir 
black slavi's or free sm’vants: as tlie> ai’riveil, they 
formed into groujts, and si.'aleil themselves on the mats 
.and cu.shiuiis ])repared in the tirsL vestibule ; their at- 
tendants removed tin' cloak which eiicoinpa.ssed them, 
they apjieared in all the rich and picturesque mag- 
riificenec of iheir clutlics and jowcls. These co.stumc!" 
arc greatly varied in the eolour of the staffs, and tlie 
number and sjilendour of ihe je wels, Imt tiiey are uni- 
form in tli(^ shape of tin gannouts. 

These garments consist of ]'aiitaIoou.s with large folds 
of streaked .'•atin, bouuilat the waist by a ti.ssiie of red 
.silk, and closed round the ankle by a band of gold 
silver ; a loose robe, worked in gold, open in front, jind 
tied under tlu' breast, which it leaves uncovered ; the 
sleeves arc tight from the shouldei’, and hang loose frinn 
the elbow" to the wri.st; beneath is a eheniiso of silken 
gauzo passing over tlic bosom. Abo\e their robe they 
wear a vi'st of searlet volv.'t lined witli ermine or luar- 
teii, embroidered with gold at all the earns, and the 
sleeves open. 

The hair is parte'd at the crown of the head ; one part 
falls dow n over tlie neck, the rest is twisted into tressi's 


with Wack silk re.semblmg the hajir, and descends to tho 
feet, ^ttle wreaths of gold or silver hang at tlie 
extremity of these tresses, and by their w'eight draw 
them down tlie full length of the figure ; on their heads 
small strings of pearls, of golden sequins, and of natural 
Howers, are scattered, the whole mixed together with 
incredible profusion. It seems a.s if the contents of a 
casket had been throwui at hazard upon the brilliant 
hair, so redolent is it in jeweJ.s and Hoovers. Thi.s bar- 
baric luxury lias the most jiicturesquc effect upon young 
girls of fifteen to tw'cnty years of age. On the? top of the 
head some women wear a cap of carved gold, in* the form 
of an inverted cup; from the midale of this cap a 
string of gold, with a row of pctirls, liangs pendant down 
the back. 

The legs are nnadornod, and tlie feet are covered 
with yellow slippc?r.s, which they drag as they w'alk. The 
arms are crowded with bracelets of gold,* silver, and 
pearls ; the breast with several necklat?(‘.s, which shield 
tho uncovered bosom ivith chains of gold or yiearls. 

When all the ladies were eollectod, a barbarous iimsic 
was heard ; women whose bodies were clotheil in a simple 
red gauze, uttered sharp and doleful cries, and played 
on the fife and tambourine- This concert never cea.sed 
throughout the day, and imparted to a scene of pleasure 
and rejoicing a character of uproar and phnuisy per- 
fectly savage. 

When the bride apy^eared, accompanied by her mother 
and her young friends, attired in a co.stiimi? so ma'^ni- 
lic(?nt that her hair, neck, arms, and bosom, wen* entirely 
concealed under a floating veil of garlands, gold, and 
pearls, the bathing- women seized ber, and toek off, 
piece by piece, all her garments. During this yvroecss, 
the other females were undi'e.s.si*d by tlieir slaves, and 
the different ceremonies of the bath coinmenced. 'fliey 
passed from one saloon to another always to the sound 
of the same inu.sic, and always with the most absurd 
ceremonies and words, 'fhey took the vajxiur liatli ; 
then the water bath; then they had thrown over tliem 
perfumed soap w ater. At length tlie sports begaiuand all 
the ladies, w’ith various gestures and crie.s, gam boiled like 
a troop of seboolboy.s taken to bathe in a st ream, syda-sh- 
ing (‘ach otlier, plunging their heads into tlie w'at(?r, and 
throwing it upon their bodies ; and the music struck up 
w ith an increased roar every time that any of th(*se in- 
fantine tricks excited the noisy l.’ingbj.er of the young 
Arab girls. At h*ngtli they h‘ft the bath ; the slaves and 
servants tw isted afresh the damj) hair of their mistresses, 
arrangetl again the necklaces and brac(?lets, put on tho 
silken rubes and velvet vests, stretched tho cushions oii 
the mats ill the rooms wlu'rc they had dried the floors, 
and drew* from ba.skets and silk coverings tlie pro^’isiolls 
brought for the collation. They consisted of pa.'itry and 
sweetmeats of all kinds, in which tin* 'I'urks and Arabs 
exc*‘l ; sherbet, or.'iiigc-Hower.s, and all the iced drinks 
of which tho orientals make use iit evi*ry monu*nt of 
the day. Pipes and hookali.s were brought for the elder 
females ; a cloud of odoriferous smoke filled and ob- 
.scured the atinosphero ; eofi'ec, served in little cups 
enclosed in sm.fll open \ases of gold or silver threarl, 
m*ver ceased circulating, and conversation became ani- 
mated. J'h(?n followed the dancing-girls, who exi'cuietl, 
to tlu? sounds of the sanu? music, the Egyptian dances 
and the monotonous evolutions of Arabia. Tho whole 
day was thus y)as.scd, and it w'as not till the fall of night 
that this eiu-tcge of women reconducted the young 
alliancotl bi*i(le to tiie liouse of lier niutber. This cere- 
mony of tho bath usually takes place a fc# days before 
marriage. 

Scplcnibt'r ‘JO . — Ouv establishment being complete, I 
iH'cupy myself with organising my caravan ‘‘or the 
journey into tlie interior of Syria and Palostiiie. 1 have 
bought fourteen Arab horses, some from Lebanon, others 
from Aleppu) and tho desert ; 1 have caused bridles and 
sad<lics to be made in tho fashion of tlu? country, richly 
ornamented with silken fringe ami tliread of gold and 
.silver. The re.spect of the Arabs is in j)roportioii to 
the luxury displayed ; it is neeessvry to dazzle them, 
to strike their imagination, and to betray no distrust in 
travelling amongst their tribes. I have got our ann«i 
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put in ordei*^ and i have bought some very beautiful 
ones to arm our carvas. These carvas are Turks who 
are substituted for the janissaries which the Porte for- 
merly granted to ambassadors or travellers whom it 
wished to protect ; they are at the same time time sol- 
diers and magistrates ; they answer very nearly to tho 
gendarmes of the states of Europe. Each consul has 
one or two attached to his person ; they travel on horse- 
back with them ; they announce them in tho towns 
which they have to visit ; they go to apprise tho scheik, 
paella^, or governor ; they get emptied and put in order 
the housfi which it pleases them to select in the town 
or village ; they protect, by their presence and autho- 
rity, every caravan to which they are attached ; they 
are clad in costumes more or less splendid, according 
to the wealth or importance of the person who employs 
tliem. The ambassadors or consuls are the only per- 
sons who have a right to them ; but owifig to the exer- 
tions of M. Jorelle, and the kindness of the Egyptian 
governor of Heirout, 1 am granted several. 1 shall 
leave some of them at the house for the service of my 
wife and Julia, and for their security wlieii tJiey leave* 
home ; and I take the youngest, tlie most intelligtmt 
and brave, to march at the head of (Uir detachment. 
These men are (piiet, Hervic(‘uble, attentive, aiidrecpiirc 
scarcely any thing but fine arms, line horses, and glit- 
tering costumes ; they live, lik(j all my other Arabs, on 
cakes of barley-meal and fruits ; they sleep in the open 
air, iiuder the mulberrios in the garden, or in a tent 
which I have had erected near the place where the 
horses are kept. 

M. Bianco, the Sardinian consul, whom we see every 
day, like a friend of several years’ standing, facrilitides 
all those internal arrangements which will tend to tho 
security of my wife and child during my absence, and 
which will contribute also to our own safely in travel- 
ling. I buy tents, and he lends me tlie best of liis own. 

September 22. — The stifling lu'ats of Se])tember de- 
lay our departure for some tinie. We })ass the days 
in exchanging visits witli our Greek, Arab, and Maro- 
nite neighbours, and in forming relations which may 
render our stay agreeable. We could find in no pai I 
of Eun^pc more kindness and cordiality than they 
evince towards us here ; these people are aceustonu'd 
only to see ICuropeans arrive in their country who are 
absorbed in (joninioreo, and wIjo enter into sueli con- 
nections as are likely to l)e advantageous to themselves 
merely; they do not understand at first tliat any one 
can conie to live and jourmw amongst them, simply to 
know tlicm, and to admire their laaiutiful counirv, and 
their ruined monuments. They hegln Ijv su.s])eetiiig the 
intentions of a traveller ; and as tj’adif ions lead them to 
believe that treasures an? coneealed in all tlu! ruins, 
they think that we havt; the power of drawing forth 
these tn-asures, and that such is tho f>hjec.t of our ex- 
penses and fatigues. But wIumi once they can In? con- 
vinced that wc do not t ravel with I his intention, th:it 
we come solcdy to admire the works of God in the most, 
beautiful countries of tlie world, to study manners, to 
see and love mankind ; when, further, *we ( r them 
presents, vvitlanit demanding in exchange any tiling hnt 
their friendship — when we have with ns, as wi^ liavM*, a 
physician and a im’diinm. chest, and wo distrihid 
among!- 1 them, without fe<‘, recipes, prescriptions, ami 
medicines — when tlxy .see that the stranger wlio ar- 
rives ainong.st them is an object of regard and attention 
to the other f’ranks, that he has a beautiful vessel with 
him which he^ rs him at his pleasure from i o port to an- 
other, and who refuses .to load liimseif with any artiide 
of commerce, -Iheir imagination is . truck witli* art idea 
of power, greatness, and disinterestedness, which over- 
throws all their sy.stems, and they pass at once from 
distrust to admirath u, j^ vm admiration devotedness. 

Such is tliv^r disp*-.' ition f- * ns. Oar court is for 
ever filled wdth the Araos of the inoir " Maroiiile 
monks, sch^i^s of the Dru/es, witli wanjeji, cliildrt‘n, 
and iiivalidt^^ho come from lift* f n t(. . euty leagues 

to 800 us, to i£u^^r our advice, . .id ofthr us j)o.spitalltv. 
if wo wish to p888 l^hrough their territnriea ; almost aii 
AXO preceded by some presents of the wines orfruds 


of the country. receive them with kindness, make 
them take coffee, smoke the pipe, and drink iced-sher- 
bet ; I give them in return for their presents the fabrics 
of Europe, some arms, a Watch, little jewels of small 
value, of which I have brought a gr(;at cjuantity ; they 
return euclianted at our welcome, and spread far and 
wide the reputation of the Emir Frangi, for it is thus 
that they have named me — the Prince of the Franks, 
I liavo no other designation in all the environs of Bei- 
rout, and in tho town itself ; and as this estimation 
may bo of tho greatest utility to us in our adventurous 
career in these coimtrie.s, M. Jorello, and the European 
consuls, have had tlui kindness not to undeceive them, 
and to allow tho humble poet to pass for a potent man 
of Europe. 

It is not possible to imagine tho rapidity with whicli 
news circulates from moutli to mouth in Arabia ; it is 
known already at Damascus, Aleppo, I.atakia, Sank?, 
and Jerusalem, that a stranger is arrived in Syria, and 
is about to travel through those countries. In a country 
where there is little movement in affairs and minds, tho 
rao.st pt'tty circumstance of an imiisiial nature becomes 
all at once the topic of every conversation ; it circulates 
with the rapidity of .speech from oni^ tribe to the other ; 
the liv(‘ly and exalted imagination of tin; Arabs exag- 
gerates and heightens every thing, and in fifteen day.s 
a renown is gained at a hundred haigm^s’ distance. This 
disposition the country, of which liudy Stanhope for- 
merly expt'rienced tlie effect, in circnm.stauces nearly 
•similar to mine, i.s too favourahio for us to he (.‘oni - 
plained of. Wc lot them do and say what tlu'y lik<?, 
and I accept, without <rontradi<*tion, the imaginary 
titles, rhthes, and virtues, with, which tin? Arab imagi- 
nation has endowed me, to lay them immhly down 
hereafter, when 3’eturning again into tho just propor- 
tions of iny native medioerity. 

St'ph'mher 27 : Fukttrduis Toirt r — Wi; liavo passed 
all the day at tho nuptials of the .>ouiig .Syrian-Gna.'k 
girl. The ceri'inony eomnu.‘in?«.(l hy a long pn)i*(.'s.sIon 
of Greek, Arab, and Syrian women, who eann*j some 
on h<'i*.yt'back, otiu'rs on foot, ihn.nigli the roads of 
aloes and niulherih.'s, to as.sist the bride during this 
fatiguing day. For several davs and nights, a. certain 
number of tln.'so women has never left Hahili’s house, 
nor ceased to utter shrill and prolonged crii?s, song.s, 
and groans, similar to tliose shunts whieli the rt'apt.'r.s 
and Jiay-makcrs make (.mi tho coa.sts of Franco during 
tlu! Jiarvf.’sts. Tliese clamours, lamentations, tears, 
and reji»icings, mu^t pri?vi‘nt tlie bride from getting 
any sleep for .several nights In'furo the nuirriagi*. Tho 
old and young men of the' family of the husband make 
as many on lln.'ir and permit hiin S(,?arcely any 

repose for eight days beforehand. \Ve cannot coin- 
prilieiid the motives for sueh a n.sag('. 

lntr< 3 ducod into the gardens of Habib’s lioiist*, the 
ftanales were made to ('liter into tlie inteik.n’ of the divan, 
to pay tlieir coiin)linu'iits to tin.' young girl, to admire 
her dre.s.s, and to see tin' ceremunio.s. As for n.s, wo 
Avoro left in the court, or called into an (MU(?r room. 
There a talilo was laid out in the KurojK'an manner, 

I covered with a multitude of dried fruits, hoiK?)', and 
■ -sngar-cake.s, liquors, and sherh('t, and dni’ing the even- 
ing they renewed the.se refreshments, as the numerous 
visitors exhausted them. 1 sucia-eded iu being ad- 
mitted as an excei»ti()n into tin; divan of the women, at 
tlie moment when the Greek airiibi-sliop Ava.s bestowing 
the iiu]>tial benediction. The young girl was standing 
up by tlu; side of the hridi.'groom, covi;red from head 
to foot with a veil of ri‘d gauze, embroidt.'red Avitli gold. 
'J’lic pri(;.st lifted up the veil lor a moment, and the 
young man f(.>r the tirst time got a glimpse of her to 
whom Ik; wa.s uniting his fate; she was extremely 
]>rett.y. The ])alone.ss which fatigue and emotion spread 
upon her cheeks, was reiid(;ro(l yet more striking by 
the reflection of the red veil, and the countless orna- 
iiu'uts of gold, silver, ])t‘arl.s, and diamond.s, with whidi 
she was covered, and hy tho long tresses of her jet 
black hair which lull around iier person. This, joined 
to her eyelashes painted black, as well as her eyebrows, 
and the margins of her eyes, her bands, with the tips 





of her finders and naile, stained red with henna, and 
marked with Moorish designs, all gave to her ravishing 
beauty a character of novelty and solemnity with 
which we were singularly struck. Her husband had 
scarcely time to see her. Ho appeared exhausted, and 
fainting under tho infliction of the vigils and fatigues 
with which these ridiculous customs extinguish even 
the force of love. The prelate took from the hands of 
one of his priests a chaplet of natural flowers, placed it 
on the head of the young girl, took it oft*, put it on the 
hair of the youth, again took it oft* to set it on the veil 
of the bride, and thus passed it several times from one 
head to the other. Thou ho put in the same alternate 
manner rings on the fingers of both. Tln.'y afterwards 
broke the same ])icco of bread, they drank the conse- 
crated wine in tho same cup. After which they re- 
moved the bride into the apartments, where women 
alone could follow ht?r, in order to change her dress. 
The father and friends of tho bridegroom led him into 
the gard<in, and made him sit down at the foot of a tree, 
surroiutplcd by all tho males of liis family. The musi- 
cians and danec’i’s then arrived, and continued till the 
setting of the sun tlieir barbarous symphonies, their 
piercing cries, and their contortions, around the young 
man, who had sunk into sleep at the foot of the tree, 
resisting all the cdlorts of his friends to awaken him. 

At night they conducted him alone and in procession 
to his fat}u?r‘s house. It is not until after eight days 
that a newly-married lius})and is permitted to take his 
wife, and coiulnet her to his own house. 

'I’hc w’oinen, who filled tho house of Halnb with their 
exelainaiions, also issued forth a little later. Nothing 
was more picturesque than this prodigious procession of 
women and young girls, in their strange and splendid 
cost\nnos, eovered with glittering stones, surrounded 
by their s<‘rvants and their slaves, bearing torches of 
resinous pine to lighten tho road, and extending thus 
their luminous train tlu'ough the long and narrow paths, 
sha(l(Ml. by aloes an<l or:ing('s, to tlu; borders of the s(‘a, 
sometimes in a profound silence, s(nnctiines uttering 
pi(!reing cries which resounded over the wav(‘s, or b«.‘- 
neath the large plantains at the foot of Lebanon. We 
returned to our house, close to the cfumtry rcvsidence 
of Habib, where vv(‘ continued to liear the noise of the 
Women of the family conversing ; wo mounted upon our 
terraces, and IuIIuwcmI witli our eyes, for a long time, 
the wandering lights, which danced on all sides tlirongh 
the trees in the plain. 

September '29 . — Tliere is a report of tho defeat of 
Ibrahim. If tlie Egyptian army suffers a reverse, the 
veiigoaiiee of the Turks, opj)ressed at present by tlui 
Christians of Lehanon, is to be feared, and excesses will 
take place in Isolated spots such as ours. 1 have deter- 
mined lo liire a house?, by way of precaution, in tin? 
towji. 1 have found one this morning which can jodgo 
us all; it is composed, like all Arabian palaces, of a 
small dark corridor, which ojjens on the street by an 
elliptical doorway ; this corridor coiuhicts to an inner 
court, paved witli marble and biirroiindv d Avitli divans 
or open rooms. In the summer, they throw’ ^n awning 
over this court, and the Arabs there receive visits. A 
cascade of w’atcr flows and murmurs in the middle of 
4:Ue coui*t ; when Micro is no running i-,tn?am, there is at 
letist a closed well in one of the corners. From this 
court, W’(? pass into sev(?ral large apartments, lik(?wisc 
pavetl in mosaic or witli flags of marble, and adoriK'd, 
to the height of the Ct iling, cither with niarbh? sculp- 
tured ill niches, in pilasters, or in small foimtuins, or 
with a wainscoting of yellow cedar, admirably carved. 
The first part of these divans is low('r by a step than 
the s(?cond half, and thi.s second half is separated by a 
balustrade of elegantly workt'd w^ooil. 'i’he slaves and 
attendants keep in tho firet division, standing with the 
cup of eoft'ce, siierbct, or pipe, in their hands: the iuas- 
ters are seated on the carpets, sup})orted by cushions, 
in the second. Generally, at iht bottom of the room, 
is a small wooden staircase, coiici'alod in the wainscot, 
which leads to a -ort of high gallery, which fills the fiu- 
[. end of the apartment. This gallery opens, on one side, 
[upon the street, with little window’s, furnished with 


bars ; and on the side of the room, it is also hidden by 
wooden lattices, in the manufacture of wdiich the car- 
penters of the country expend all their art in design 
and workmanship. These galleries are very narrow, 
and can only contain a sofa, covered with a mattrass 
and silk cushions : the rich Turks or Arabs retire tliere 
for the night ; the others are contented wdth cushions 
laid on the floor, and sleep upon them in their clothes, 
without any other covering than the heavy and beau- 
tiful furs ill which they are habitually clad. 

There are five or six similar rooms, in my town- 
house, on the fii*st floor, and as many on tlie second, 
besides a grf?at number of small chambers detached, for 
the European domestics. The janissaries, the .sais, and 
the Ar;ib servants, will sleep at the street-door, or in 
the corridor, or in the court ; they never trouble them- 
selves to find tVieso people with a room or a bed. Tho 
lower classes here have no other bt?d tlian the earth or 
a straw’ mat ; the loveliiK?.ss of the climate is a suilicient 
provider, and we (uirselves find that tiiere is not under 
licavcn a more delightful eano[)y tliaii the bt'autifulstarry 
firnianic?nt, where tlie light sea-breezes waft their fresh- 
ness and provoke to sleep ; then? is little or no dew, 
and it is suftieient to cover the eyes with a silk kerchief, 
to sleep in this manner without any inconvenience. 

Thi.s house is intended only as a refuge for my wife 
and child, in case of Ibrahim Faclia’s retreat; 1 have 
contented myself with taking the keys, and we shall not 
occupy it unless the i*est of the country becomes uiiiu- 
habitable. Under the guan.Uanshij> of the European 
consuls, in a town surrouiided w'ith walls, and close to 
a harbour where vessels of all nations are perpetually 
at anchor, there cannot ho any imminent p(?i‘il for tra- 
vellers. I have taken the tmvn- house for a yi?ur,at 1000 
piastres, that is to say, about .^00 fr.nics ( Cl’2, lOs.) ; tlio 
five conjoined houses in the eounti’y cost me only ’ioOO 
piastres — in all, 1300 francs (a' 4.5, 1 Is. 3d.) per annum, 
to havosi.x houses, of which one alone, that in the town, 
would cost ‘1000 or 5000 francs in Europe. 

Upon a tongue of land to the l«?ft of the town, the.ro 
is one of the most delicious abodes that a man could 
desire on the earth. It belongs to a rich Turkish 
merchant, to whom I liave made proposals for letting 
it to me. He has deeliiusl giving it me on hire, but 
has olfored to sell it to me for 3ft,hh0 piastres, or about 
10,000 francs (XllG, 13s. -Id.) It is built in the midst 
of a very large garden, planted vitli c*c*dars, oranges, 
vines, and figs, and irrigated by a fountain of clear 
spring water ; the sea encompasses it on tvyo side.9, 
and the foam dashes at the foot of the walls ; tlie beau- 
tiful road of Bcirout extends before you, with its ships 
riding at anclior, and you can hear the wliistliiig of the 
wind in their rigging. The road is closed by an old 
Moorish easth‘, which juts into tho sea, and is connected 
by bridges to beautiful green hanks. The eievateil tur- 
rets of the castle fall in a sombre shade upon the snows 
of.Saimin, and the sentinels of llirahim are seen iullieir 
intervals, pacing about, and looking at tlie sea. 

This liouse is far more beautiful than tho one which 
I h.’ive just l»ired. .Ml the walls are covered with 
marble, olahorately sculptiirc?d, or with wainseotings 
of cedaj’, of the richest workmanship. Inexhaustible 
waterspouts nmrinur in the midst of the rooms on the 
gi « >imd-ftoor ; and projecting grated balconies, running 
round the upper stories, permit tlie wonu?n to pass day 
and night in tlie open air, without being seen, and to feast 
their eyes with tlio wonderful spectacle of the sea, the 
mountains, and ( he animated scenes of thciliarbour. The 
Turk received mo with great civility ; lavished upon 
mo slu'rhct, j)ipes, and coffet?,and conducted me himself 
into all the rooms of his house. He sent, beforehand, 
a black oumich to request his women to retire into a 
pavilion of the garden; but when we came to their 
u|»artmeiits, or harem, the order was not yet executed, 
and we perceived live or six young wonit’ii, sonn? tifteeii 
or sixteen years old at the most, the others from twenty 
to thirty, in the beautiful and graceful co.stnme of tho 
Arab women, and in all the disorder of their house- 
hold toilet, who arose with precipitation from tlieir 
mats and divans, and took to flight in their biu« legs 





and feet, here throwing their voile hastily over their 
iaccs, there snatching little children to their breasts, 
with all the baslifulness and confusion natural to so 
complete a surprise. They glided into a dark jiassage, 
and the eunuch placed liimseif at the door. The Arab 
merchant a j)poared in no degree einbarrasaod or annoyed 
at the circunistance, and we visited all the secret 
recesses of tlio harem, aa we might liave done in a 
European house. 

Msri’ TO I,AI>V ItESTKll STANllOrK. 

Lady Hester Stanhope, the niece of Mr Pitt, after 
the death of her uncle, left England, and travelled 
through Europe. Vouug, beautiful, and rich, she was 
welcomed cvtjry where; with the cordiality and respect 
which her rank, fortune, wit, and beauty, were calcu- 
lated to secure her ; but she Ciinstantly refus(*d to unite 
Jier lot to that of her iiiost worthy suitors, and, after 
some years passcsl in the chief caj)itals of Lurope, she 
embarked with a iminerous suite for Constantinople. 
Theinotives of this expatriation I lave never been known ; 
Monn; have attributed it to the death of a young English 
general, killed at that period in Sj)aiii, and whom a 
never-ending sorrow for his fate brought perpetually to 
the mind of Lady Hester ; others to the pure love of 
adventure, which the enterprising and coiii-ageoiis cha- 
racter of this young lady seemed to <;vine(‘. Whatever 
it was, sIk; di'parted. She passed some; years at Con- 
stantinople, and at length (‘in barked for Syria in an 
English vess(‘l, which also bore the greabn* part of her 
treasures, and iminensi^ sums in jewels, and presents of 
all kinds. 

A tempest assailed the ship in the Gulf of Macri, 
upon the coast of Caramania, opj)osit(i the Isle of 
Rhodes, Jt striieU upon a rock some mil(‘s from flu* 
shore, 'fhe vt'sst'I was shutter'd to ])ieces in a few 
seconds, and the trc'usures of Lady Stanhope were 
buried in tin; wa.v(‘S. >She herself <‘seup<Ml death with 
difficulty, and ^^'a8 borne, on a remnant of the wreck, to 
a small d(?sert island, when; she juissed twenty-four 
hours without food or assistance. At last, some* fisher- 
men of Marmoriza, who were s(‘arelung for the spoils 
of the shipwreck, (lisc(»ver(!d her, and condmdod her 
to Rhodes, wlu‘re she made herself knoun to the Eng- 
lish consul. Tin's deplorable (lisast<;r did not diiniiiksli 
her courage'. Slie went to JMalta, and thence t(» iCngland. 
.^lie collected the residue of Jier fortune ; she sold, at 
a sacriliee, part of her IjukIs, einharkt'd her riches, and 
presents adaj)t(-Ml to tin* eoiiiitrie-s she purpos<Mj visiting, 
:i second time on board a vessel, and put to .stxu The 
voyage was fortunate, and she landed at l.atakia, tlu^ 
aiieient Laodicca, uj)on the coast of Syria, hetwcrcii 
Tripolis and Ale.xandretta. Siic (‘stablislied herself in 
tlio (‘iivinjiis, h;ai'Jit Arabic, suiTouiided luu'self with 
all lh(i persons who could factilitaie her iiitere(;urso wilJi 
the Aral), Druze, and Mai’ouite }»opulatioiis of the 
country, and prepared, as I. wjis then doing my.self, for 
trav(‘ls of discovery into tlu; least accessible parts of 
Arabia, Mesopotamia, and the Hesert. 

When she had rendered herself fapiiliar with tin; 
language, costume, manners, and usages of tb. country, 
.she organised a numerous caravan, loaded camels with 
rich presents for the Arah.s, and traversed all tlu; dis- 
tricts of Syria. She sojoiirned at Jerusaleni, Hatnar^- 
cus. Aleppo, Konis, H:ilbt;k, and J^almyra. it was in 
this last station that the numerous trilxjs oLwainh'cing 
Arabs, who bad facilitated her approach to th(*se ruin.s, 
collected aviji^nd her tioit to the number of forty or fifty 
thousand, anu, enia^Aured w ith Inu* beaut\, grace, and 
magnificence, proeiaimod her Queen of Ealmyra, and 
delivered to li(;r patents, ])y wdutdi it was stipuiatnd, 
that every Euroneun, protected by licr, might tTorae in 
full security to visit tlu' desert anil the ruins of Halhok 
and Palmyra, provi.ied that he engaged to pay a tribute 
of one Ihousuivil piastres. 'I hi . treaty still exists, and 
would be faithfully exe cuted by th.: Aiab.s, if positive 
proof xverc given of the protection of ijadv Stanhope?. 

, On her return from f^almyra, slu; ulis. however, 
Vbout ^ numeniu.s tribe of other 

Ai'ai^ enmity witli tho'^ie of Eulmyi'a. She , 


was apprised in titne by one of her people, and owed 
hor safety, and that of her caravan, to a forced march 
at night, and to the swiftness of her horses, which 
cloai‘ed an incredible extent of desert in twenty-four 
hours. She? retunied to Damascus, where she resided 
some months, under the protection of the Turkish 
pacha, to whon\ the Porte had especially recommended 
her. 

Aft('r a wandering life in nil the countries of the 
^ist. Lady Hester Stanhope settled at lust in an ulniost 
inaccessible solitude, iijion one of the mountains of 
Lebanon, near Sai'do, the ancient Sidon. Th(.‘ Pacha of 
Acre, Ahdallah-Pacha, wlio (‘ntertaiiuM for her a pro- 
found respect, and an absolute devotion, ci'ded to her 
the ruin.s of a convent, and the village of Digioiin, 
peopled by the Druze.s. She built there s(;vcral houses, 
surrounded by an outer wall, like our foi’tilications of 
the middle ages. Slu; formed a eharming garden by 
artificial nutans, in the manner of the Turlvs — a garden 
of llowei-s and fruits, vineyards, kiosks enrielu'd with 
arabesque sculj>tiire and ]>aintings ; water flowing in 
inarhle channels, wat('r s]>()iiting in tlie midst of the 
kiosks, avenues of oranges, figs, and citrons. Then? 
Lady Stanhope lived several y(‘ai*s in a luxury alto- 
gether oriental, aecom])anied by a great number of 
European or Arab dragomans, by a mimei-ous suite of 
women and blaek .slavt;s, and maintaining amicable and 
ev(‘ii jiolitical r(;lations with the I*oi‘te, Abdallah-Paelia, 
the Emir Beschir, sovi'n'ign of Lebanon, and, above 
all, with the Arab seheiks of the deserts of Syria and 
Bagdad. 

Hi;r fortune, still e()nsideva!)le, was diminished by 
the d(‘rangemont her affairs snfien'd from her absenoo, 
and she found luTself ri'duceil to thirty or forty thou- 
sand francs of income, whicli was, howev((r, suIlicitMit in 
this country for tin' ('stahlishnuiit she is ohligi'd to 
k('ep up. But the persons who had acconijxaiiied lu'r 
from Europe died or reinov(;d ; the friendship of the 
Arah.s, which it is necessary to sustain by unceasing 
presents and im]H)sing illusions, cooled, tin* intercourse 
l)ecame less fr»M|iieut, and Lady Ib'sier loll into tlie 
(xmijdetc isolation in wdilcli 1 found her ; but in tins 
.state tlu; heroic cast of h(‘r <;liaraeter was displayed by 
all tlu' energy and constaney of e<)urag(‘. Slu' never 
tljougbt of retracing luu’ steps ; tlu; world and the ])a&t 
caused lu'r no regret ; slu‘ flinelu'd not ni)d<‘r abandon- 
ment, niisfortuTie, or the pn.'spect of an old age amidst 
oblivion. Slu; n'lnained alono wliere she is y(‘t, without 
books, journals, lett(;rs from Europ(>, friends, (ji* evfui 
servants attaclu;d to her pi'rson, surrounded only by 
souu' negresses and black cliildren, and a. bwv Arab 
])eusants to cultivab' her gardt'u, to take ear(‘ of the 
horse.s, and to ]»rote(jt her personal safety. It is gene- 
rally belie v(*d in the country, and luy communications 
with lu'r iiuluce iiu; lik(;w'is»; t«> l)elio\V, that the super- 
natural vigour of lier mind and resolution is sustained 
not only by her slrength of character, but also by 
(‘xalted religious ideas, in which the mysticism of 
Europe; is mingli.'d with cc'rtaiii oriental superstitioiiH, 
and especially with the ra^’^ngs of astrology. Whatcvc'r 
it may be, J^ady Staidiopo has a great ix'iiow'n in the 
East, and excitc's the astonishment of Europe. Finding 
mys(;If s(.) n(.;ar lu‘r, I (h^sired to so(* her; h(;r choice of 
.solitude and meditation Ii.ad so miudi apparent sympathy 
i with my own inclinations, that 1 felt glad in the idea of 
I aseertaining in what we etuncided. But nothing is 
more diffieidt for an European than to gain admission 
to her ; she refuses any communication with Ihiglish 
travellers, with women, or with the members of her 
own family. I Jiad, therofon?, little hope of hc'ing intro- 
duc(;d to her, and I had no lettcir of recommciulation ; 
knowing, however, that she pre.served some distant 
relations with the Arabs of I’alestine and Mesopotamia, 
and that a protection from hor hand, addres.sed to these 
tribes, might he of the very greatest utility to mo in 
iny future travels, 1. resolved to send her, by an Arab, 
the following letter : — 

‘^My Lady — A traveller like yourself, a stranger like 
yon, in the East, and an imitator of you, in my searcli 
after the contemplation of its territon'tis, its ruins, and 
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the great works of God, I have just arrived in Syria, 
■with my family. I should reckon that day amongst the 
most interesting of my journey, on which I should be- 
come ac((uainted with a woman, who is herself one of 
the wonders of this East w'luch I come to visit. 

If you will do me the favour of receiving me, be 
pleased to name the day which will be convenient to 
you, and let me know if I must come alone, or if I may 
bring with me some of the friends who accompany me, 
and who will attach no less value thaii myself to the 
honour of being presented to you. 

Let not this request, my lady, in any degree constrain 
you, from politeness, to grant me what is offensive to 
your habits of com])lote seclusion. 1 understand too 
Avell myself the value of liberty, and the charm of soli- 
tude, not to appreeiat(.‘ your rid’iisal, and to respect its 
motives. — Accept,” iScC. 

I. ha<l not long to wait for an answer : the .‘10th, at 
three o’clock in the afternoon, tin; equerry of Lady 
Stanhope, who is at the same tiiiie her physician, arrived 
at my house with orders to accompany me to Digioim, 
the resi<lence of this extraordinary woman. 

We started at four o’clock. I was aecomp.aiucd by 
Doctor Lf‘onardi, M. do l^arseval, a <lonu*stic, and a 
guide. Wo were all on hors(‘haek. 1 passed through, 
about lialf an hoqr from lleiroiit, a wood of magnifi- 
cent firs, originally })lanted by tlu; Emir Fakardin upon 
an elevated promontory, the view from which extends 
to the right, over the stormy sea. of Syria, and to the 
left over the magniticent valley of Lt;hanoii — an admir- 
able landscape, in which the choicest of western V(‘ge- 
tation, the vino, tig-troi‘, mulherry, and pyramidal 
poplar, are united with tln^ lofty coluinns of eastern 
jtahns, the broad leavt's of which shake in the wind like 
hunches of feathers. A feu' j)aees beyoml, wo enter 
into a sort of dt'sevt of iv'd sand, raised into immense 
: moving iuas,ses like the waves of the ocean. 'J'hero was j 
a brisk wind this evening, and it ])louglied up the sand, j 
raised it aloft, and stroojied out hollows, as it malv(.*s tin- 
breakers of tlic sea hish and roar. This sp(‘ctacle was 
' new and sad, as an insight into the true, and vast desert 
which 1 was soiui to enter upon. No mark of men or 
' -animals was visible on this turhnhmt scene ; we were j 
guidi'd only by the htfllowing of tlu' waves on tin* one 1 
V side, and by tlu; transparent ridges of licbanon on the | 
Oilier. \\'(? soon recovered a sort ol' road or path, i 
strewed with enoniioiis angular blocks oi' si one. This 
road, wliieh follows the sea even into Egypt, conducted 
IIS to a ruiiK'd house, tlie renniaut of an ohl fortified 
L()W(‘r, wlu're w«' passed tht^ gloomy liour.s of tlie night, 
slrel.’hed upon a mat of rushes, and covered up with 
our mantles. As soon as tin? moon h.'id risen, we got on 
horseback again. It was one of those nights in which 
the sk} is rcspleinlant with stars, in whicli the most 
|>erfect serenity apjiears to reign in thos(‘ vast ethereal 1 
regions we contemplate from below, hut in which j 
iiatun? immediately around ns seems to groan and tor- 
ture herself into violent convulsions. The desvilate 
aspect of tlio coast forsomo leagues added iti tliis painful 
impression. W r luitl left beliiiid us, with the twilight, 
the beautiful shady slopes, the verdant valleys of Leba- 
non. Savage hills, strewed from top to bottom with 
black, wliiU;, and grey stones, the relics of cartliqnakes, 
arose closi* beside us; to oin* h’ft and to «»nr right, the 
cea, agitated since the morning liy a gn>\> ling tenqu^si, | 
rolled its heavy and tlireatoiiiug waves, which wi* saw 
as tliey came from afar, by tin? shadow which they cast 
before tluan, and broke upon the beach with the noise 
of thunder, throwing their thick ainl bubbling froth 
upon the vidgi* of damp sand we wito travt?Iling on, 
bathing eacJi time thi‘ feet of oui* liorses, and tlirofttcii- 
ing to dnig us back with it. A moon as brilliant as a 
w'inter sun, shed sufficient light upon the sea to dis- 
cover to us its fury, and not sutticient clearness upon 
our route to satisfy our eyes as to the pi'rils of the road. 
A glimmering light shortly bvokt. on the top of tlie 
mountniiiH of Lelianon, witli the white i,r sombre fog of 
morning, and spread over all this scone a false and pah* 
tint ■w’hieh was neither day nor night, which liad neither 
the splendour of the one ner the serenity of the otiier ; 


an hour painful to the eye and to the thought, a content 
of two opposii,i» principles of which nature often pro- 
seuts the afflicting image, and which w'e more often find 
in our own hearts. 

At se.vcn in the morning, under a sun already op- 
pressive, we quitted Saide, the ancient Sidon, wliich 
sits upon tlie waves as a glorious memento of a past 
dominion, and wo climbed the slatey, naked, and broken 
hills, w’hich, rising insensibly from stage to stage, led us to 
the solitinle that we sought in vain to forestall with bur 
eyes. Each peak as w'e cleared it disclosed to us one 
more elevated, which we liad to wind round or climb 
up; tlie inountaiiis wore linked with mountains, like the 
ringsof aeliain, leaving bctw’eeii them only deep ravines, 
dry, scorched, and scattered wdth blocks of greyish rock. 
These mountains are completely hare of vegetation and ' 
of soil. They arc the skeli^tons of hills which the w'aters 
and the winds have gnawed for ages. J t was not there 
that I expected to find the ri?sidcnee of a female, who 
had visited the world, and who had had the iiuivorse to 
select from. At length, from the lop of one of these 
rocks, my eyes fell upon a deeper and broader valley, 
closed in on all sides by mountains more maji^stic, but 
not loss sterile. In the middle v»f this valley, the hill of 
Digioun, like the base of a large; tower, took root, and 
mounting in cirimlar layers of rock, grow attenuated as 
I it approaeht;d the summit, and formed tin esplanade of 
I some hundred fathoms broad, covered with a beautiful 
I lively green vegetation. A wliitt; wall, flanked by a 
kiosk at one of its angles, eneirelod this verdant spot. 
1’liis was the abode of Lady Hester. VVi* reaeliod it at 
mid-day. The house is not what we call by the same 
name in Europe, it is not even what i.s called a house in 
Asia ; it is a confused and strange aggregation of ten or 
twelve littl<‘ houses, each containing but one or two 
chamlHTs on the ground Moor, without windows, and 
sejia rated from one another by small courts or gar- 
dens — an asscmlilago very similar in aspect to those 
j)Oor convents which we meet with in Italy or Spain 
upon high mountains, helongiiig totlu* mendicant orders. 
According to her custom, Lady Stanhope was not to bo 
s(‘en until three ov four o’clock in the afternoon. We 
wore <*ach eoiidncted into a sort of narrow cell, dark, 
and w itliout furniture. W'e w eri; served with hreakfast, 
and we threw ourselves on a divan, whilst' w'aitiiig for 
the rising of the invisihh? hostess of this romantic liabi- 
tatioii. 1 fell aslee]). At three o’clock they came and 
knocked at my door, to announce to me that slie expected 
iiK?. 1 passed through a court, a garden, an open kiosk 
with hangings of jessamine, then two or three gloomy 
corridors, and I was intnuluced hy a little negro child, 
six or eight years old, into the cabinet of Lady Hester. 

So profound an ohseurity ri^igiu d, that 1 had great 
difliculty in distinguishing the noble, grave, mild, and 
ma jestic features of the white form, w hich in oriental 
costume rose from the divan, and came forw'ard stretch- 
ing out her hand. Lady Hester appears to he fifty 
ytrars old ; she has tliosi* fiaitures wiiich years cannot 
alter, ’riie freshness, colour, and grace of youth, are 
gone; Inil wher»the beauty is in tlie figure itsidf, in the 
chasteness of the outlines, in the dignity, majesty, and 
exjiressioii of a inah; or h inale laci', it changes at the 
difl'erent epochs of file, hut it does not pass a>vay. Such 
is the beauty of Lady Stanhope. She had upon her 
heail a white turban, on her forehead a little fillet of 
purjde wool falling on each side of the head upon the 
shoulders. A long shawd of yellow' cashmere, and an 
immense Turkish robe of wbitc silk, viith hanging 
sleeves, covered her person in .simple and majestic 
fohls, and it was only in the opening which this first 
tunic lett upon her breast, that a second robe of Per- 
sian tlowcreil .stuff, reaching to the nccli, and fastened 
hy a clasp of pearls, could be perci'i vcd. Y ellow Turkish 
hoots, embroidered with silk, completed this beautiful 
oriental costume, ■which she wore with* the freedom 
and gracefulness of a person who ha.s never worn any 
other since lier infancy. 

“ You have come a long way to sei? a hermit,” she 
said to me ; “ you are w'elcome ; I i*eceive few .•strangers, 
: scarcely one or iw o in a yc.av j but your letter pleabt*U 



v-iv- 


me, afidl i to know a person who loved, like me, 

God, nature, and solitude. Something, besides, told me 
that our stars were friendly, and that we should agree 
well together. T see with pleasure that my presenti- 
ment has not deceived ino ; and your features which I 
now see, and the very noise of yonr steps whilst you 
were traversing the corridor, have sufficiently informed 
mo respecting you to pri^vent iny repenting ol having 
resolved to see you. Let us sit down and converse. 
We are already friends.” « How !” said I to her ; “ do 
you honour so quickly witli the name of friend, my 
ladv, a man whoso naino and life are completely un- 
known to you ? You are ignorant who I am.” “ True,” 
replied she ; I know neither who you are according 
to the world, nor what you have done whilst living 
amongst men ; but I Iniow already what you are before 
God. Do not take mo for a fool, as tlie world often 
calls me ; but 1 cannot resist the inclination to speak 
to you with an open heart. There is a science, lost at 
present in your Europe, a science which was horn in 
the East, ■wlierc it has never perished, and where it yet 
survives. I possess it. I read in the stars. Wo arc 
all children of some one of those celestial fires which 
preside at our birth, and whose fortunate or malignant 
miiuencc is w'ritten in our eyes, on our foreheads, in 
our features, in Ihe Hik'S of our hand, in the form of 
our foot, ill our gesture, and in our gait. I have only 
seen you a few niimitos, and yet i know 'you as if I had 
lived an ago witli you. Do you wish lhat I open to you 
yourself? Do you w'ish that 1. i>rtulict your destiny?” 
“Pray avoid doing so, my lady,” answered 1, smiling ; 
“ I do not deny what. 1 am ignorant of ; 1 will not affirm, 
that ill visible and invisible nature in which every thing 
is held, every thing tmehained, beiiig.s of an inferior 
order, like man, may not he under the intluoiico of 
superior beings, lik<' stars or angels ; but 1 luive no need 
of their rcvi'latioii to know nivself— corruption, iiilir- 
mity, and woo! And as to tiic* secrets of my future 
desth.y, 1 should consifhu’ it a profanation on the Divi- 
nity, who conceals them from me, if 1 souglit them from 
a creature, in regard to the future, I. helieie only in 
God, free-will, and virtue.” “ ^’ever min<l,”said she t<; 
me, “ l»eliev<J what you please ; ns to nu*, i see evidcntly 
that you are horn under the iiitluenee of vmy happy, 
potent, and bencvoh'ut stars, which have endtiwed you 
with analogous qualities, and which conduct you to an 
end which 1 couhl, if >ou pleased, indieate to vou from 
this moment. 1 1 is God wlio h'ai.ls you here to enlighten 
your mind ; you are one of those desirable and good- 
intentioned men, of wlioin there is a great want as iu- 
stnmieiits for th<! wondeiful works wliich ai*e soon to 
be accomplislied amongst nun. Do you beli(?\e the 
reign of the Messiah come f ’ “1 was born a Chris- 

tian,” said 1 to her ; “ it is for you to aiisw<-r.” “ A 
Christian!” retorted slie with a slight sign of dissatis- 
faction ; “ 1 also am a. Cliristian ; but he whom you call 
Christ, has h(' not sai<l, ‘I speak to you in pai’ables, 
but he wlu) shall conn* after me wall speak in the spirit 
and in truth.’ Now, it is this one wliom wo are wait- 
ing for! This is the Messiah who if not \ come, 
who is not far off, wh«»m we w ill S(Mi with our eyes, and 
for the coming of whom all is piaq/ared in the world! 
What will you answer' iiiid how will yon deny o. 
twist the Vf!iy words of your Gospel whieli 1 have just 
cited to yon? ^Vhat are your najtives for b< heving in 
Christ?” “ Excuse me, my lady,” ] interrupted, “from 
entering with yon into such a discussion ; 1 do not eiit<.*r 
into it with laysidf. Man has two lights : t z' one wliieh 
illumines the* understanding, whicIi is subject to dis- 
cussion and doubt, and which (uten U-ads only to error 
and mistake; the other winch actuates tlie ln'art, and 
never deceives, for it is at once evidojict' and convic- 
tion ; and for us mis- rat h* Ti;ortals, truth, Jtself is but a 
conviction. i. od alone i»oss s.- .s tmii otlierwise, and 
ns truth; wo possess it only as ‘' ifli 1 beiievo in 
Chr’st, because he has hro>ight to Mu earth the most 
holy, fruitftiL . and. di vine doeiri’n , w^ has over 
beamed updjg^wman intelligenc . A doctrine so liea- 
venly caa«ia|S|phe fruit of a lie and a cheat. Christ 
has spoken rsi^ason speaks. Ilis doctrines arc know u 


f by their morality, as a free by its fruits. The fruits of 
Christianity (I speak of its fruits to come, much more 
than of those which are already gathered and cor- 
rupted) are infinite, perfect, and divine ; therefore its 
author is that divine Word which he described him- 
self. Such are the reasons for which I am a Christian, 
such is the whole of my religious controversy with my- 
self ; with others I have none ; W’e can prove to man 
only what he already believes.” 

“ But,” resumed she, “ do you find the social, poli- 
tical, and religious world, well constituted? And do 
you not think that all the world feels the want, the 
necessity, of a Revealcr, of a Redeemer, of the Messiah 
whom we expect, and whom our desires have already 
pointed out ?” 

“ Oh ! as to that,” said I, “ it is another question. 
No one rep’ets and laments more than myself the uni- 
versal suffering of nature, of men, and of society. No 
one acknowledges more distinctly the enormous social, 
political, and religious abuses. No one more desires 
and hopes for .an alleviator of those intolerable evils of 
humanity. No one can bo more convinced that this 
alleviator must bo divine ! If you call that expecting 
a Messiah, 1 expect him like you — and, farther than 
you, I sigh for his early appearance; like you, and 
farther than you, I perceive in th(^ wavering creeds of 
man, in the tumult of his i(h‘as, in the e'lnptiiicss of his 
li(?art, in the depravity of his social stritt‘, in the inces- 
sant totterings of Ins political institutions, all the symp- 
toms of an overflirow', and consequently of a near and 
impending n'novation. f believe tliat (.led ahvays shows 
himself at the precise moment in which every thing 
that is Iniinnn avails nothing, in which man confe.sses 
that lie is helph.ss. The world is now so. T believe, 
therefore, in a Mcssiali near to our own ei)och ; but in 
this Messiah I do not se(* the Christ, who has nothing 
more ill wisdom, in virtue, and in truth, to give us ; I 
see him who Clirist announced w'as to come after him — 
that Holy Spirit ever urging, ever assisting man, always 
nnealing to him, according to time and occasion, what 
lie ought to do and know. It matters little vvlu.'ther 
this Holy Spirit is incarnate in a man, or in a doctrim*, 
in (h.ed, or in idea — it is the same; man, or doctrine, 
deerj, or idea, 1 Ix'lieve in it, I place my hopes upon it, 
ami 1 expect it, ami, more than you, 1 invoke it ! You 
thus see that we can UMderstami each uiher, and tliat 
our stars are not so far asunder as this conversation 
has led you to tlunk.” 

She smile<l; lier t yos, occasionally ohsimred by a 
little discontent during iho confi'ssion of my Chrif'tiaii 
.system of belief, were lighted up with a tenderness of 
expre ssion, and a hrllliancy almost supernatural. “ lie- 
llev(; what you will,” said sln^ to me ; ‘‘you are .still om^ 
of tho.‘H; men whom f. was looking for, whom Providence 
sends to me, and who have an important part to play 
in the work wliich is preparing. You will soon return 
to Europe; Europe is done; Era nee alone lias a grand 
mi.ssion yet to accomplish ; ^ou will participate in it ; 1 
do not at ])resent know how', hut J can tell you this 
evening, if yon desire it, when 1 have consulted your 
stars. I do not yet know' thcr namt‘s of all ; I see more 
than tlirce ; I distinguish four, perliaps live, and, who 
knows, more yet? One of them is certainly Mercury, 
wdio giv(!s clearness and emphasis to the intellect ami 
to tlnr power of expression ; you ought to lie a poet — 
that is evident from your eyes and the higher part of 
your face; lower, you .are under tlu' empire of quite 
distinct, almost o^ipcsiug star.s, in which there is an in- 
llueiice of energy and action. There is the sun also,” 
coiitimiod she, with a start, “ in the leaning of your 
head, ami in the manner you throw it on your left 
shoulder. You may Ihaiik God : tlierc are few men 
who are born umler more than one star, few whose star 
[ is happy, still few(*r w'ho.so star, when favourable, is 
not counttirbalanced by the malignant influence of .nn 
opposing star. Von, on the contrary, have several, 
iiid all are in harmony to serve you, and to act in con- 
cert for your advantage. What is your naino?” I 
told ii to her. “ I bad never heard of it I” she exclaimed, 
in the accent of truih. 
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See, my lady, what glory is 1 I hare composed sonic 
Verses in my life whicn have made my name bo re- 
echoed a million of times in the literary circles of Europe ; 
but this echo is too weak to trjjiverso your sea and 
mountains, and here 1 am quite a new man, a man com- 
pletely unknown, with a name nevoT pronounced ! 1 

am only the more flattered by the kindness you have 
showered upon me ; 1 owe it only to you and myself.” 
‘‘ li'es,” said she, ‘‘po<^t or not, I esteem you, and I 
place hopes in you ; we shall see eacli other again, hc5 
assured ! You will return to the West, but yon will 
not be long in returning to tlie East ; it is your country.” 

It is, at least,” said 1, “the country of luy imagina- 
tion.” “ Do not laugli,” slie resumed, “ it is your actual 
country — it is the country of your fatliers. I am now 
certain of it ; look at your foot !” “I see there,” said 
I, “notliing hut the dust of your roads which covers 
it, and which would make me blush in a saloon of old 
Europe.” “That’s nothing,” continued she; “it is 
not that. Look at your foot. 1 had not myself taken 
notituj of it before?. See ; the instep is very high, and 
betwetMi your heel and iO(‘S, when your foot is on tlie 
ground, lliero is a siillieient elevation to lot water pass 
witluuit wetting you. It is the Arab’s foot; it is the 
foot of the ('ast ; you ai'e a sou of tlicso climates, and 
we draw m'ar the day on wliicb we sliall eaeli return to 
the land of our fathers. Wc sliall sec? each other again.” 

A black slave jiow ent(‘red, and, prostrating herself 
b(‘fore her, bowing her forehead to the ground, and 
pUuMiig her liamls upon lu.'r head, spoke to her some 
words in Arabic. “Go,” said slu; to me; “dinner is 
.served; be (j nick and return : I aiu going to cemcern 
myself about yon, and to soo more distinctly through 
the confusion of my ideas as to your person and y(»ur 
future. As for me, 1 never eat with anyone; I Iiv<' 
loo abstemiously ; bread, and some- fruits, an I. feel 
hungry, are sulUeioiU ; 1 cannot put a guost upon my 
diet.” ‘ 

,1 w.'is eonductf'd beneath a bower of jessai’nino and 
lanr<'l-rosc, at the gat(? (d’ I lie gardcni. 'The tabU? was 
set for *M. do rarscval and iiu* ; w(? dined with gn at 
^lisjtatcli, but sli(' did md even wait for our rising IVom 
but s(>n( Leonardi to tt‘ll im; she was waiting fur 
in('. 1 liasteneil to her ; 1 found her smoking a long 

eastern pipe : slie ordered tu he brought to me. .1 
was already aecustoined to .see the must elegant and 
lieantiful women sinoking in the eaiu ; 1 no longi'r felt 
any thing shucking in tin? graceful ami careless atti- 
tude, nor ill the odoriferous smoke escaping in light 
curls from the- lijia of a Jiandsonie woman, and inicr- 
■j‘iij)ting the I'unversatioii without stilling it. We con- 
verscii a lung time, ami always on ilio favourite subject, 
the solu ami inysteriuiis tlieino of this i;xtraordinary 
AVumaii, the mudcni i iichaiitress, reeaUhig the fai.ruus 
magieiaiis of aniit|iilly — the Cirri' uf the des»‘rts. It 
appiaired to me that the riTigiuu^ doctrines of Lady 
fioster were a clever though confiisi'd mixture ul th<‘ 
difl'erenr r«*ligiuiis in the midst of which she liad ooii- 
cleriined licrself to live: mysterjuus as the. Druzes, 
whoso mystic secret she, of all the world, ]Hn'haps, 
alone knew ; resigned as the Moslem, and liki' him a 
fatalist ; with tlu* .lew, expocting tlie Mes>ia]i ; and with 
tlie t'hrlstian, prou ssiiig the worsliip of t ’hrlst and the 
jiraetice of his charity and morality. Add to this, the 
fiintastie colouring and sui'ematural dreams of an ima- 
gination lincture^l with oiicutal extravagance, and heated 
by solitude and moditatioii, the impressions, perhaps, of 
the Arabic astrologers, and you 'vlll iiave an idea of 
this compound uf the Kiddimc and ri»iiciiloiis, which if 
is more convenient to stigmatise as niaJmss, than to 
analyse and comprehi-ud. iS'o ; tnis woman is not mad. 
Madness, which displays itself in the eyes, so as never 
to bo mistaken, is not expressed in her mild and siraiglit 
look ; madness, wliieh is .always lu trav 'd in conversa- 
tion by the interruptions itgivtrs to tlic cnain of discoitrse 
by suddim, disortiered, and eccentric Lursts isnot jier- 
ceptible in tlie idevated, niystic, and ooM-iirc, rliough 
sustained, conneetiHl, and powerful conversation of Lady 
He.ster. If 1 woro called upon to decide, I should 
rather say it was the voluntary and studied madness 


of one who knowB what sho is about, and who has her . 
own reasons for appearing insane. The sway, founded 
on admiration, which her genius has oxeroised, and still 
exercises, over the Arab i)opulation which surrounds 
her mountains, proves sufficiently that this alYectcd 
madness is but a means. To the men of this land of 
prodigies, to these men of rocks and deserts, whose ima- 
gination is more vivid and wreathed in mist than the hori- 
zon of their sands or seas, the words of Mahomet or Lady 
Stanhope arc necessary I They re(|uiro the knowledge 
f)f the stars, prophecies, miracles, the second sight of 
genius ! Lady Stanhope has comprehended this from 
the extent of her truly superior intellect. 7’hen, per- 
haps, like all others gifted with powerful intellectual 
faculties, she lias concluded by deceiving herself, and by 
becoming the first neophyte of the symbol she had ele- 
vated for others. Such is the effect this woman pro- 
duced upon me. One cannot judge or classify her in 
a .sentence ; .she is a statue of eiionuous dimensions, 
which wv can estimate only in proportion as we see it. 

I would not be surprised if an eai ly day should bring 
about the r<.*alisatiou of part of the d'-stiuy she promises 
licr.self. All empire in Arabia, a tbrone in JeruHalem !•— 
the least political conimoiion in the region sho inha- 
bits, might lift her to that height. 

“ Upon this subject,” said .1 to her, “ I have only one 
repi'oueh to make to you, namely, that you have beea 
too timid in the course of events, and ha\c not yet 
pushed your fortune us far as it might have conducted 
you.” She answered, “ ’N'uu speak to me liki* a man 
who believes too mueli in Immaii volition, and not suf- 
ficiently in tile irresistible control of destiny alone ; luy 
power is in it. T iivvuit it, Viut do not invoke it. I am 
growing ohl; I have greativ lessened my fortune; I am 
at present alone, and abandoned to myself, upon this 
desert rock, a prey to the first audacious rufflaii who 
iii.ay force my gales, surroimded by a band of faithless 
donu'slics and uiigrati.fiil slaves, who rob me everyday, 
an<i sometimes ibreatcii my life. Vig more, I owe my 
safety sol* ly to tliis poigiuird, with wliicli 1 liavc been 
coinpeilc 1 to arm inysoif, to guard my breast against 
tlie weapon of a liiack slave whom I have reared. VVelJ, 
in the inklst of all these tribulations, I am iiappy; I 
respond to t'very tiling ]>y tlio sacred plirasi? of the 
Mussulmans, SVllali iverim !’ (It is the will of thxl!)— « 
and f await tin? future, of which 1 have spoken to you, 
with coniideiicc' : and I wish 1 could inspire you with 
the conviction respecting it witli wliich you ought to be 
iiupn'ssed.” 

.Vftcr liav iiig smoked sev'cral ])ipcs, and drunk several 
cups of cotlei*, whicli the black slaves brought every 
quarter of an hour, she said to nir', Come, I will lead you 
into a sanctuary where 1 a Hew notliing profane to enter 
— my garden.” We dc'sct nded to it by some steps, and, 
in a positive ciicliantinent, 1 filluwi'd lier through one 
of the most heautiful Turkish gardens which I bad yet 
seen ill tlie East. 'I'liero were arhoiirs of vine where 
tile light 'Nas dulled, hut on the verdant arches of which 
glittereil the grapes of the j-reinised land, like myriads 
of In-tres; kuMvs (suiiiniev-houses), where the sculp- 
tured arabesques were entwined in jessamine and the 
climbing canes of Asia; canals, in which an ariiflcial 
water came, inurmuriiig for a league of distance, and 
spuiiti'd up through marble jots ; alleys, lined with all 
I the fruit-trees of Jlnglaiid, Europe, niicl these beautiful 
climates; plots of gret?n sward, sprinkled with shrubs 
in llewer, ami marbli* compartments surrounding the 
shoots of tb)wers new to my eyes. Such wtts her gafilcn. 
W e rested in .sevi'ral of the kiosks with which it was 
oi’u.auiciited ; and never did the iiicxliaustible corivcr- 
sat ion of Liuly Hester lost? the mystic tone or die ele- 
vation of style which it liad assumed in the morning. 

.Since destiny,” said she to me at the close, “ has sent 
you here, and so astonishing a sympathy in our stara 
pt'riuits me to coiitido to you what i conceal fi’om the 
profane— .:.eoine, and J will lot your eyes beliidd a pro- 
digy (»f nature, tlie destination of which is known only 
to myself and my scliolars; the j>ropliecies of the East 
had many ages ago announced it, uiid you will judge 
yourself if those prophecies are accompUahed.'^ She 
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opened a of the garden, which introduced us to a without information and without bre^d^for with the one 
sipail iiiiier court, where I perceived two magnificent the vice is matter of choice, with the other of necessity. 
Arabian 'itiares, of pure race and of rare symmetry. Let m despise it, then, every where, and yet more m 
“ Approach and look at tliis bay mare,” said she ; “see a profligatt^ aristocracy, and let ns judge liumanity not 
if nature has not accomplished in her all that is writifni by classes, but by men ; the nobles would have the vices 
touching the mare w'hich is to carry the Messiah — ^*8110 of the people, if they themselves were of the people, 
sthnli he born r(*ady saddled.’ ” 1 saw, in fact, upon this and the inferiors would have the vices of the superiors 
fine animal, a sport of nature Huflieiently uncommon to if they were nobles ! The balance is even, let us not 
serve as a delusion for vulgar credulity amongst a half- weigh it down.” “ Very well, lot it pass,” she remarked, 
barbarous people ; the inart^ had. from a defect in the “ but give me h?avc to believe that you are an aristocrat 
shoulders, a cavity so })road and deep, and so much in like myself; it would cost me much uncitsinoss to think 
the form of a Turkish saddle, that it might be said with that you are of tlie number of those yr)Uiig Fronchineii 
truth, she was ])oni ready saddled ; and even to the who i*ouse the popular froth against all the institutioiui 
stirrups, she could be easily mounted without the aid which (lod, nature, and society, have ina<le, and who 
of an artificial saddle. TluMuarc, a splendid animal in would oven-throw the edifice to War for theniselves, out 
other respects, appeared used to the admiration and of its ruins, a ]>e(lestal upon a level with their own 
respect wliich Lady Sianliope and her slaves t<istiticd grovelling envy.” “ No!” said 1 to her; “be tranquil 
for Iier, and to have a proscntiinont of the dignity of on that head ; I am not one of these nieii ; 1 am only of 
her future mission ; no person had ever mounted her, those who do not despise what is lx.low them in tlio 
and two Aral) grooms attended .and watched her, w-ith- social grade, whilst respecting what is above them, and 
out losing her a moment out of siglit. Another white whose desire or dream is to call all men, independently 
mare, and, in my opinion, infinitely more beautiful, of their standing in the arbitrary hierarehit^s of society, 
partook, with the Mi'ssiah’s mare, tin* resp.-ct and to the same enligliteument, the same liberty, and tin* same 
attentions of Lady .Stanhope. No one had ever mounted moral ptu-feetion ! — and since you are religious, since 
licr either. Lady Ilestm- did not tell me, but she left you Ix-lieve that (fod loves all his children e(|ually, and 
me to infer, that although the destiny of the white mare you await a second Mi-ssiah to institute a. new order of 
was less sanctified, she had likewise one of great mystery things, you think, doubtless, like them and me.” \'es,” 
and importance : and 1 thought 1 understood that Lady replied she, “but 1 concern myself no longer with 
Stanhope reserved her for herself, on the day when she himiau politics; 1 have ha<l enough of them ; .1 have 
should make Iku- entry, by the side of the MessiaJi, into seen too much of tliiMii foi- the ten years wJiicli I passed 
the recoiiqucia'd Jerusalem. After having ciiused thetwo in the cabinet of Air Lilt , iny uncle, when all the 
animals to be promeuaded for some time upon a green intrigues of Kuropo wme resoundijig in my ».'ars ; in my 
plot, outside the enelosuro of the fortress, and atimiring youth J have despised humanity, and J do jiot wish to 
their suppUmess and grace, we returned; and I renewed hoar any further intuition td' it; all that men do for 
to her my verpu st, that she would at length allow me men Is fruitless! — the forms by whieh it is done are 
to present to her Al.de l\irs»'viil, my friiuid and fellow- indinVTCiit to me.” “ And to im- also,” said 1 . “ The 

traveller, who had followed me, in spite ef myself, to foundation of things is (lod and virtue!” ” I think 
her house, and who had been vainly waiting since the exactly with you,” I nsjionded, “so M us talk no more 
morning for n fav('nr of wiiicli she was so idiary. She about it, as we arc* both of one o]nni(tn.” 
consented at last, and we all three returned into the I’assing to sulqoets less grav<‘, and jolcing on the 
little saloon whieJi 1 liave already described, to jiass the species of <Ijviiiation which enahli'd lier to (Mjinprc'iiend 
evening or the niglit. (.’oUee arni pipes reappi-ared in a man at the first glance, ami iij>oii a .sinqdc inspeeti«)n 
oriental jn-ofnsion, and the room was soon rilled wdtJi «»f his star, I put lur wisdom to ilio proof by intorro- 
such a cloud of smoke, that the figure of lier ladyship gating her upf>nf.wo or tliree travellors of myaeqnainf- 
was visihio only througii an atinosjjhcre similar to that auee, wluq fifteen years ago, had come iimler her ol)- 
of a magical invocation. .Slu- coiiversc'd with the saim* servation. 1 was struck with tiu' perh'Ct jii.-tnoss h(*r 
vigour, grace, and abundama*, hut with infinitely J«‘ss glance over two of thes<* individuals. Amongst others, 
of the supernatural, upon .subjects not so s.acred for she analysed, with an amazing eleariu'ss of jmlgimuit, 
her, as she iiadesliibited with me when alone tiiruiighout the character of one of tlnun, which was known inti- 
the day. matt'Iy to myself, a cliaracler dilficull to undm-staml at 

“ 1 hope,” .said to me suddenly, tliat you are a first view — lofty, hut viuled heiieatli appear iiiet's of 
an aristocrat ; I do not <louht it from yourn[»pcarunce.” the in<»st simple and engaging good-natni-e ; and what 
“ Vou are dcireivved, my lady,” i-epllod 1 ; am neither carried luy tistonislmient tc) tlie Iiighes! pUeli, and made 
an aristocrat nor a democrat ; I have lived long enough me, admire Ikt grasp of memory as altogelher surpris- 
to see the two .odo.s of the Iniinan medal, and to find ing, was the fact of this traveller having ])ass<‘d Imt two 
both e(|ually unsound. 1 am neither aristocrat nor dc- hours in her hous<‘, and of sixtemi years having elapsed 
mocrat; hut I am a man, and the ('xclu.sive partisan hetweon the period of his visit, :ind tli.’it ol the account 
of Mhat may ameliorate ami jicrfect every member of which 1 askeil from lu r of ihe impressions she iuiter- 
thc lunnan race, wlietlier he bo born at tlie to’, or the taiinsl regarding liiin. .So]itudl^ concentrates anti Ibj’ti- 
hottom of the social ladder, f am neitlicf ’ for tlie ptioplc ties all tlie faculties of the mind, 'fhe proph<*ts, ihe 
nor for the nol'les, hut for all liumanity; and 1 «lo not saints, great men, and poets, liavc ju-rfectly iinderstooil 
Inscribe any exclusive e.apac‘:y for improving humanity this truth, and their dispositions havi' made* them seek 
either to aristocratic or {leiliocratic institution.s : this the de.sert or Isolation in tlie midst of juankind. 
capacity is only in a <livine morality, the fruit of a per- The name of .Hona])arte linqqu d, as usual, in the 
feet religion ! Faith is the civilisation of nations !” course of convt'vsatiou. “1 thouglit,” said I to her, 
“ That is true,” rt'pUiMl she ; “ but yet I am an “ that your lanatieism for this man would have raised 
ftrkstoerat in spite ef myself: and you will acknowledge a barrier Ix-tweiai ns.” “ 1 have been a fanatic only 
that if there \ ice.s in aristocracy, there arc at least from his misi'oj-tune.s, and from [lity for him,” aiiswereil 
lofty virtues to~.i cdcem and conmeji, ite tlieni ; whilst in .she. “ And 1 also ; so we understand each other ;tgain,” 
democracy 1 ;;ee muny vices, nod vices of tlie lowest 1 replied. 

and most mal. v.dent j»rdcr, but 1 seek in vain for the J could not explain to my.self how a religious and 
elayated virtues.” “ 1 ' is not so, my lad v,” .said I in m<»ral woman sliould adore force atom- witliout piety, 

; “th«.rear- \ Ik. if sides ices and virtues ; without morality, and without liluTty. llonaparte was 
blit in the higher classes tli.'se verv > le<‘.s have a bril- a grand reconstructor, witliout doubt; he remodelhid 
liant cast ; in the lower eiasses, oit ilu? . .ntrary, fhc.se tlic social world, but he did not pay sulficient attontion 
vices exhibit thcm.selvcs ii, .Jl t’leii- iif\ked deformity, to the elements whicli coinj.ose it : ho Ikbi-icated his 
and wound the moral sentiment oiDi'c in iiie conteni] da- .statuei with dij-t and j)er.sonal inteivst, instead ot 
tion.^ The difference is in appearance, and not in fact , soidj)turiug it in divine and moral sentiinenLs, in virtue 
biiti in.roality, the identical vice is more a vice in tite and ip liberty. 

rkih| instrucipJ wan, than in the wj-f-udi The night thus wore away in the five dlseusaion, with- 
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out any aftVctatioii on tfao part of Lady Hester, of all 
the subjects which haziird calls up, and brings into 
coiivei'sation. 1 found that no chord was wanting in 
her high and strong intellect, and that every key that 
was touched gave out a just, full, and powerful sound, 
except perliaps tlie metaphysical chord, which too nmch 
stretching and solitude had rendered false, or elevated 
to a diai)ason* too high for mortal intelligence. We 
separated, with a sincere regret on my part, and an 
obliging reluctance testified on hors. 

“ No farewells,” said she to inc ; “ we shall often meet 
again in this jouriu^y, and more often yet in other 
journeys, of wiiieh you liave not formed any project. 
(jo to r(?poso, and recollect that you leave a friend in 
the solitudes of J^ebanon.” .She stretched out her hand 
to me ; 1 put mine u]ion my lieart, in the manner of 
the Arabs, and we retired. 

On the morrow, at four (^cJock in the morning, M. 
do l*arseval and I were on horsedjack dtjscoiidiiig the 
steep dc“cUvity m liicli leads from her monastery to the 
deep valley of the tornait Hehis ; we cleared at a tbrd 
the waters exlia listed by the summer heat, and wc began 
to climb till! bigli rnouutaiiis of Lebanon which separate 
i>igiouii from lleir-eJ-Kaiumar, or the Convent of the 
Moon, till? palace of the Ihiiir Beschir, sovereign prince 
of the Druzes, and of all the mountains of Lebanon. 
Lady Hester had given uslicr physician as interproter, 
and an Arab groom as a guide. We arrived, after two 
lioiirs’ l ide, in a more deep, narrow, and picturcstpie 
valley, tliaii any of those that we had already traversed. 
On tli(? right and on the left, like two perpendicular 
ramparls, arose two mountain chains from tlii*ee to four 
Inindred feel, high, which appi'ared to have been recently 
torn fr«'m each oilier by a thunderbolt of tVie creator 
of Avorlds, or perhaps by the eartlupuvkc which shook 
Lebanon to iis foundatii us, when the Son of Man, re- 
turning liissoul to (h)d, not far from tliesti same inoun- 
, tains, heaved tlsat last sigh whieh scattered tlu? sjarit 
. of ej'i'or, oj»[)r(;ssi(a!, and lalseJiood, and l)rcatlu.*<l truth, 
lihej’iy, and life, into an invigorated world, (ligantie 
l)Io«.“!is detachi (1 from the sides of the mountains, and 
sjwead like pebbles by tin? bands of cliildreii in tJie bed 
of a brook, foniieil the liorrihle, sunken, and uneven 
course of the flry toiTCiit. Some i f these Mocks wtTe 
I:ight*r and longer tliaii large liousi'.s. Stune stood 
straight up like solid and eternal bodies; others, sits- 
pi?nded njHOi their angles, and sustaine<l by the pressure 
of otlu'i' unstMui rocks, appean d as if they were y<-t 
falling and rolling, tlius j'resenting tlic image of a ruin 
ill a 'lion, of an incessant downward niuvenumt, of a 
sti'iiy clams, of a never-ending avalanche of i^ndis:- — 
rocks of di.sina^ ctilour, grey, black, veined with red and 
white, op, opie ; the j>etrilied waves of a river of granite. 
iNot a flri'p of water was in the deej) interstices lids 
tori’('rit-bed, crumbling to dust in the broiling sun of 
Syria ; not an herb, a]'lant, a l.dado, either in tlnitoiTeut 
or oil the indented and harsh sides of tlie abyss; it was 
a sea ol stones, a cataract of rocks, l(t w hich tlie diver- 
sity of lonu, the variety <'f position, the strangeness t*f 
tlu’ir impending fall, the play of sliade and light on their 
sides and surliiees, appi^ared to inijjart motion and 
Utiidity. If Danie had wished to paint in one of the 
circles of Ins lu ll, tin; hell of stones, the Iieil of aridity, 
of ruin, of the decay of things, of the sinking of worlds, 
tjf the voitenimss of age, this is the scene which he w'ould 
have had sini])ly to coj'V ; — it is a iloiid of the last hours 
of the world, when tiro siiall ha^ o consumed everything, 
and the earth, lieaving iij) its ent’’ails, shall be but one 
block of stone, burnt to ashes l)'?ncatli the foot of the 
terrible judge wlio sJiall eonie to visit it. 

We followed 1 hi.^’ va Iley of lamentations for two liours, 
without the scene varying otlierw isi? than by the winding 

i eirciiits wdiich the torrent made for itself between the 
mountains, and by the manner, more or less terrific, in 
whieh the rocks were grouped in tlnnv stony bed. Never 
■will this valley bo elfaced from my imagination. This 
|land must have been the first, the hind oi horror-striking 
poetry, and of liiiinan lamentation. The pathetic and 

^ A musical term signifying an eighth. 


Bublimo accent of the prophecies was felt in its savage, 
affecting, and awe-inspiring aspect. All the images of 
biblical poesy are engraved, in capital letters, on tbe fur- 
rowed face of Lebanon, and on its gilded summits, on 
its gushing valleys, and oiv its valleys mule and dead. 
Tlic divine spirit, the supt?rhnman inspiration, which 
fireathed into the souls, and upon the harps of the poetic 
people, to whom God spoke by symbols and images, 
struck thus forcibly the eyes of the sacred bards from 
their infancy, and nourished them with a stronger sus- 
tenance tlian us old and witheriM inheritors of the 
anciiuit harp — than us who have beneath our eyes only 
a graceful, soft, and cultivated nature, a nature civilised 
and discoloured like ourselves. 

At noon we reached the highest mountains we had 
to clc'iir. We began to desct^iid again by the steepest 
paths, wlie room* horses’ fi.'ct trembled on the loose stones 
which alone separated us from tin- precipices. After 
an hour’.s descent we perceived, on turning a hill, the 
fantastic x^aluce of Dptedin, near to Dc ir-el-Kuramar. 
We uttered a cry of surprise and iidiuiratiou, and with 
an involuntary movenu.'iit w^e stayed our horses, to con- 
template tlie novel, picturestiue, and truly oriental scene 
which opem;d before us. 

A few paces from us, an immense sheet of foaming 
water rushed from a mill-dam, ainl fell from a height of 
fifty or Mxty feet upon a bed of rocks, which broke it into 
fleeting shreds ; tbe noise of this waterfall, and the fresh- 
ness wliicli it .spread in the air, moistening onr burning 
foreheads, gave us a delicious })rc?[»aratkui for the rap- 
ture which our senses wt-re eager to enjoy. Above the 
cascade, which was lost in tlie bottomless abyss, unfa- 
tlioinablc to our eyes, a vast and deep valley ojiened 
through a vista x»lanted from the bottom to the top with 
mulberries, vines, and figs, and in w iiicli the earth was 
everyw'here clothed with the freshest and lighU>.st ver- 
dure ; some beautiful villages wt?re susponih'd like ter- 
races, on the declivities of all the mountains which 
Hurrouiided the valley of Deir-el-Kanmiar. On one 
side only the horizon sti’. tclit'd, and permitted the Sea 
of Syria to be seen ovt i* die least elevated sunimitH of 
Lebanon. f'cee wan‘ nuujnumP' said l.)avid. ‘^See 
below tlic groat blue se;i w ith its w'aves, and its roar- 
ings, and its immense n ptiles David w’as thrre^ per- 
haps, wluii he uttered this poetical exclamation ! In 
fact, we perceive the St a of Kgyj?t, tinctured wdth a 
deejn'r blue than that of tlu' sky, and confounded at a 
(listaiiei? with tlu? horizon, in the foggy and jnirple 
vapour which veils all the coasts of thi.s jiart of Asia. 

At the hottom of tliis immense valley, the hill of 
Dptedin, on wliieh tlu* e.mirV xwlace is erected, took 
r<‘ot and arose like an eiKirnu)u.s tower, flanked with 
rocks covered with ivy, and shoots of waving verdure 
liaiiging from tludr fissures and indentations. This hill 
rose to a le^el w ith the pre(.*ij)ice oii which we ourselves 
w'ere su.s’peiided ; anarrow and gr(>aning abyss septirated 
ns from it. On its summit, the Moorish jiahice. of the 
emir st rot dud majt?stieally ov(‘r all the table-land of 
L>l)tedin, with its s(iuan> t(?wers and battlements ; long 
gallerii’s, risiniJ mu? ah'ove the otlier, and presenting 
exteiuled row s tT projecting arcades, light as the trunks 
of tlie palms which crowned tliem with their aerial 
Xduines ; vast courts ranged by lofty steps from the toji 
of the hill to the outward walls of the fortification. At 
tin? extremity of tlie largest of these courts, on w’hich 
our eyt's plnngod from tlie height on which we were 
placed, the* ivrt'gular fac;ade of the women’s palace pre?- 
sented itself to us, ('rnamented with slendftr and grace- 
ful colonnades, which in irregular and unerjual forms 
readied to the roof, and bore, like an mnbrella, a light 
covering of painted wood, serving as a portico to the 
jmhiee. A marble staircase, decorated w ith balustrades 
sculptured ill lu’abescxue, led from this jiortico to the 
door of the women’s palace ; this door, inlaid with wood 
of various colours, with frames of marble, and siir- 
mountt.'d with Arabic inscriptions, was surrounded by 
black slaves, magnificently attired, armed w'ith silver- 
mounted pistols, and with Damascus sabres, glittering 
^ with gold and chasings ; the large courts wliich faced 
j the palace were likewise filled w itli a crowd of servants, 
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courtiers, pxiests, and soldiers, in all tbc varied and 
. picturesquo costumes which distinguish tlie five popu- 
lationa of Lebanon ; the Druzes, Cliristians, Ariuor.ians, 
Greeks, Maronites, and IMetualis. Five or six hundred 
Arab horses were attached by the feet and liead to cords 
which stretched across the courts, saddled, bridle<l, and 
covered witli shining cloths of all colours; several 
groups of canids were lying, standing, or bent on the 
knee, to receive or discharge: tlidr loads; and on the 
most elevated terrace of the inner court, some young 
pages were throwing tliedjerid, rushing with theirhorses 
upon each other, crouching down to ovad(* the blow, re- 
turning at full speed u])on their disarmod adversary, and 
going through, with an admirable grace and vigour, all 
the rapid evolutions which this warlike sport requires. 
After liaving contemplated for somo instants this ori- 
ental scene, so full of novelty for ns, wc proceed«*d to 
the immense and massive gate of the first court of tho 
palace, guarded by Arabs, aimicd •witli muskets and 
Jong slight blades, similar to the stalks of long reeds. 
There, w'O sent to the prince the letters which wo had 
for him. A few moments afterwards lie <lispatched to 
us his first physician, ]\I, Bertrand, a native of Syria, 
of a French family, wlio si ill preserved tho language 
and recollection of his country, lie conducted us to 
the apoi'tmeiits which the hospitality of tho emir offered 
us, and the slaves led our suite and horses to another 
quarter of the palace. Our apartments consisted of a 
pretty court, decorated with Arabic jiilasters, and with 
a spouting fountain in tlu^ centre falling into a large 
marble basin ; round this court were thr<'i' rooms and 
a divan, that is to say, a chamber larger Ibau the 
others, formed by an anNidiN which optuied on the 
inner court, and which had neither door nor shutlers 
to close it. It is a plaee of tnuisitloii lx.'tween tlu' 
liousc and tile street, serving as a garden to the lazy 
MuSsSulmaus, its motionless shade siq»plyiiig for tlu-m 
that of tho frc<.‘s, which tJiey have neitlu'r tiic industry 
to plant, nor energy to go and seek, where nature lu'r- 
self causes them to gi*ow. Uur rooms, even in this 
magnificent palace, would have appeared ruinous to the 
poorest peasant of our Inifs; tlio windows had no glass, 
an unknown luxury in the east, notAvithstandiiig the 
rigour of winter in these mouiiiain.s; iu> beds, tables, 
or chairs; nothing but the nuked walls, mouldering and 
riddh^d with rat and lizard lioles; ami as a floor, the 
battered clay, unevaMi, and mixed witli chopped .straw. 
Slaves brought mats of rush, which tliey stretched 
upon tins floor, and Damascus carpets, with whicli tliey 
covered tlie mats; they afterwards brought a smail 
table of B(;tlileluan, made of wood, encrusted with 
mother-of-pearl. These tables are not half a foot either 
in diameter or ill height; they resemble tin? trunk of 
a broken eoluimi, and are not capable of holding more 
than the tray on wliich the IMahomedaiis )daec the j 
five or six dishes which compose their roptists, | 

Our dinner, which was served on this table, consisted 
of a pilau, of a dish of sour milk which is mixed with 
oil, and sonj/> pieces of hashed jniUiOn, wliicJi they 
heap on boih d rice, and garnish Avith* certain gourds 
like our cucumbers. This is, in fact, tlic .most desir- 
ablo and savoury food Avhich one can eat in tbc East ; 
for drink, puro water, Avhich they drink in earthen 

E with long spouts, vliidi are passed from J’and • 

1 , and frinn whii h ihe> n>ako the water fall into 
the opened mouth, witiioin the vase touehiiig »,}io lijis. 
No knives, spoons, or b.rl.s • they eat with the liaiids 
■—but tho r(^)eated «*ibhi.i.,us r» mlcr this custom less 
. revolting for the Ulussulinans. 

Scarcely had wo finish d diitiu i, Ilian rho eiMir s'^nt 
to tell us that lie w’as waiting lor us. Wo tra^'^^rse ’ ;;ii 
immense court, ornamented with fountains, i.jm a 
piAzza, formeu of high slim colunins rising from he 
ground, and ^iipponing thc^ roof of the We 

wfere introduced into a very heantiful saloon, the pave- 
ment of whicl. was inarble, and tho ceilings and walls 
painted with lively colours and ehgant arabestpies, by 
UFtieta from Constantinople. Wate. spouts murmured 
inJ|^|^n?rs of the apartment; and at the end, behind a 
inter-cole miiiations of which w ere burred 


and glazed, an enormous tiger was seen sleeping with 
its head upon its paws. The half of the room was filled 
with secretaries in long robes, each bearing a silver ink- 
stand, pushed like a pnignard into their bolts; Arabs 
richly armed and clothed ; negroes and mulattoes wait- 
ing tho orders of their master, ami some Egyptian 
officers, clad in European vests, and having on their 
beads the Greek bonnet of red cloth, wdth a long blue 
tuft liaiiging oil the shoulders. The other part of tho 
saloon was raised about a foot, and a largo sofa, or 
divan,'" of scarlet velvet, ran round it. The emir was 
squatted at a corner of tliis divan. lie was a fine-look- 
ing old man, with a lively and penetrating eye, a fresh 
ami ruddy complexion, and a flowing grey beard. A 
white robe, bound by a caslimore shawl as a belt, entirely 
covered him, and tlie glittering handle of a long and 
wide poignard issued from tbc folds of his robe as high 
as his breast, and boro a cluster of diamonds of the sizo 
of an orange. We saluted him in the inamier of the 
country, first c.'irrying our hand to tho forehead, and 
tlieii to the h(*art. Ho returned us onr salutation with 
grace and a smile, and mado us a sign to eome near, 
and seat ourselves beside liiin on tlie divan. An in- 
terpreter was on his knees between liim and us. 1 
commeiieed the conversation by expressing to liim the 
pleasure wliieli f experienced in visiting the inti'resting 
and beautiful country, which he goviu-ned with so much 
finmie^s and wisdom : and J. toM liim, amongst otlier 
things, that the highest eulogy I could pass on his ad- 
ministration was to tiiul mysedf there; that the semi- 
rity of the roads, Hmj richness of the eiiltivation, tho 
order and ))cace reigning in the towns, were iimlouhted 
testimonies of the virtiu' and ability of tlio ruler. He 
thanked me, and put to me a inultitiide <d’ questions on 
Europe, ami espi^eially on the policy of Europe' in tho 
contest lift W('en the Turks and Egyi>tians, whicli show-ed 
the interest with w hicli lie regavdi d that atlair, as wi'll 
as a knowledgo and acquaintance with things very iin- 
eoimnon for an easli'ni prince. CoHeeaiid long j)ip<is 
Averc hronglit, wiiicli were si'veral tinu's ri'iiewed, and 
the eoiiversation eonlinued for lu'arly an hour. 

1 . Asas deJighteil witli the sagacity, the information, 
and the noble and digiiilied maniu'rs of this old ]>riiico, 
ami 1 arose, after a. long ennversalioii, to accompany 
him to Ids bafhs, Avhich lie ri'solved upon showing art 
himself. dJiese hallis eoiisisti'd of live or six rooms, 
paved Avith mrublo Hags, llie arched roofs and Avails 
being stuccoed and painted in water <•010111^, w ith gri'iifc 
taste and elegaiice, by Damascus artists. .Jets of hot, 
li“]»id, and cold Avator, sprang from the pavmnent, and 
spread tlicir varied teiiqieratures through the j'ooms. 
T’lie last wasa A'apour-hath, where avc eojiM not rcmaiii 
a minute. ^Several liandsoiiie Avhite slavi .s, Avirli only a 
sluiAvl of raAv silk draAvii over tlieir limbs, ludd them- 
selves ill readiness in tlu'se i-ooins to exerciser their 
.actions as assistanls in tlie balli. Tlie prince ))roposcd 
to us to take the balli Avith him, but avc decliiusl the 
honour, and Ave left him in the hands of his slaves pre- 
paring 1 . undress lum. 

We Avent from tlu're, iimler tin* care of one of Ida 
eijuerrics, to vi.'^it tlu.* courts am) stables, Avhere his splen- 
did Arabian stallions were kept fastened. 1 1 is oidy in the 
stables of Damascus, or in those of tlie Thnir Bescldr, 
that an idea can be had of the Arabian horse. This 
sujierb and graceful animal lo.ses his beauty, his gentle- 
ness, and ld.s pietur(?s(jue form, Avlien be is transplanted 
from bis native country and familiar habits into our 
cold climates, and the darkness ami solitude of our 
Ktable.s. Tie musi l>o seen at tho door of the tent Avitli 
tht: Arabs of tlie desert, lii.s bead betw'cen liis legs, 
Kliukiiig bis long black mane like a moving mnbrcllu, 
and lashing bis sides, jiolished like brass or silver, Avitli 
his spreaiU.ig tail, the eml of which is ahvays dyed with 
henna, a purple colour; he must be seen with his 
fiparkliMg trappings turned up with gold, and embroi- 
dered •. ith pearls ; his head covt;rcd w'ith a net of red 
■ V be ronu’inbfrf'fl, in order to avoid confuHion, that 
tlie W’ord •* divan” in tlio Hast, is applied both to a large room 
and to the bofa vi’iiich runs round every priucix>al apartment in 
u houbc.— (A’otr t.v Tramliim.) 
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01* blue silk woven with gold or silver tissue, and the 
resounding waving points, which fall from his forehead 
over his nostrils, and which displaiy' or conceal by turns, 
at every undulation of his neck, the largo, intelligent, 
fiery, the soft yet proud orbit of his eye. Above all, he 
must be 8(?en when in a body of two or three hundred, 
as we saw him ; some stretched on th(i dust of the court, 
others shackled with rings of iron, and fastened to long 
cords which reached across the courts ; others loose 
upon the sand, and clearing, at a hound, the rows of 
camels w'hich wero opposed to their flight ; here were 
some held in the liand by young black slaves, clad in 
scarlet vests, and their heads resting in a caressing 
manner upon the shoulders of the boys ; there. wer«i 
Rorap frisking together, free and totherlcss as colts in a 
meadow, rearing against each other, or rubbing their 
foreheads tog(;ther, or mutually licking their shining 
and silvery skins: all looking at us with an unquiet and 
inquisitive attention, on account of our Kuropean cos- 
tumes, and of our straMg(j tongue, hut soon familiarising 
theTns('lves, and coming gracefully forward to yield 
their necks to our car<5SH(?s, and the pleasing stroke of 
our hands. The varied expression and transparency of 
physiognomy possessed by these horses, is not to b(^ 
believed by those who have not witnessed it. All their 
thoiiglits are dtipicted in their eyes, and in tlio convul- 
sivo movement of their jaws, lips, and nostrils, with as 
much certainty, force of elnimetor, and varied motion, 
as tlu^ im}u*('SHions of the mind on the countonanccj of 
a child. ^Vhen wo drew near them, for the first tinu*, 
they pouted, and gave signs of repugnance and of 
curiosity perfi'ctly similar to those wliicth a nervous 
man would niake at tlie appearance of an unfor»*sceii 
and dis(juietmg ohjt.'ct. Our language especially struck 
and aHtonislKMl thran ; and tho motion of their cuvh 
held erect, thrown hack, or pointed forwards, testified 
their surprise* and alarm. 1 admirc‘d above tho rest 
several iiricclcss mail's, reserved for the emir exclu- 
sively. I madcj ail olfer to tho equerry through the 
interpreter as far as 10,000 piastres for one of the most 
beautiful ; hut no tenqitatioii will induce .an Arab to 
yiart uilli a m.are of purti blood, and this lime I could 
purchase nuthi ng. 

At tlio close of day, we returned to our room.q, 
and they brought us a. siip])er .similar to the dinner. 
Sovi'ral otlicers of the emir came to ]iay us a visit on 
his jiart. M. ilertrand, his first physician, passed tin* 
evening with us. We were alilo to hold a conversation 
with him, owing (o a little Italian and French which he 
had preserved from tho recollections of liis family, 
lie gave us tho most interesting details touching tho 
domestic life otithe Emir of the Drnzos. This prinoi*, 
although He»"cnty-two years of age, having recently lost 
Ills first wife, to whom lu* was indelited for all iii' for- 
tune, had just married again. We ri'grettiMl that we 
could not see his new wife ; she was, thtw said, remark- 
ably beautiful. She was only fiftocMi y<*ar8 old -a 
Circassiai; slave, whom tin* emir sent to buy ;it. Con- 
atautinoplo, and whom he made a (..'lirlstian lutfore lie 
ospouseil her; for the I’riiicc lleschir is himself a 
Christian, and even a Catholic, or rather he is, as usual 
in all countries of toleration, of all tho official creeds in 
his country — a Moslem for the Mussniinaiis, a Drii/.o 
for tlic Druzes, a ('hristian for the Christi ms. There 
are both mosques and a church in his palace ; but 
for several years his family religion, tin* faith of his 
heart, is Catholicism. His policy is such, and the terror 
of his name so well established, that his Christian faith 
inspires neither distrust nor hatred in tho Maliorae<lan 
Arabs, in the Druzes or Metualis, who live umlcr his 
sway. Ho docs justice to all, and all equally ri.*spect 
him. 

^ In the evening, after sapper, the emir sent ns soiiu; rf 
his musicians and singers, who improvised Arabic verses 
. in our honour. He has amongst his servants some 
Arabs solely devoted to this sort of certmiony. They 
arc exactly what the troubadours were in the castles 
of the middle ages, or the popular bards in Scotland. 
Standing behind the cushion of the emir, or of his sons, 
j whilst at their repasts, they sing verses in praise of the 


masters whom they serve, or of the guests whom the , 
emir wishes to honour. Wo got M. Bertrand tt> trans- 
late some of these poetic toasts ; they wei*e, in general, 
very insignificant, or their ideas were so far-fetched, 
that it would be impossible to put them into ideas or 
images appropriate to our European tongues. Tho 
following is the only thouglit possessing a little perspi- 
cacity which I find noted in my album : — 

“ Your vessel has wings, hut the courser of the Ai'ab 
has wings also. Ilis nostrils, wiieii lie ilics over the 
mountains, imitate the noise of tlie wind in tho sails of 
a ship. The motion, caused by his rapid gallop, to tho 
hearts tho weak, is liko the rolling of tho waves ; but 
it rejoices tho heart of the Arab. May his back be for 
you a scat of honour, and may it often conduct you to 
the divan of tlui emir!’’ 

Amongst thii secretaries of the emir, there was at that 
tiinci one of the greatest poets of Arabia. I was ignorant 
of the circumstance, and knew it only somewhat later. 
When he learnt from other Syrian Arabs that 1 was 
myself a poet in Europe, he wrote nui some verses, 
always full of that afioctatioii and straining, always 
spoiled by that ])lay on words, which characterise lan- 
guages and civilisation weakened by age, but in which 
weiHj nevertheless pereej)til-)le a, high order of talent, 
and ideas far superior to what we figure to ourselves in 
Europe. 

We slept upon the cushions of tho divan spread upon 
mats, to tho murmuring noise of the water spouting on 
all sides in the gardens, the courts, and tlio salCons of 
this )»nrt of tlui palat^e. Wlien it was ilay, I saw through 
tho grate several Mussulmans at their devotions in tho 
gnait court of tho pal.ice. They .stretched a carpet on 
the ground, to avoid touching tho dust; they stood a 
moment erect, tluni inclined their whole bodies, and 
several times touched tho carpet with their foreheads, 
the face being always turned towards tho mosque; they 
afterwards laid themselves fiat down on th() carpet, and 
stinick the gronml M'ith their foreheads; they again 
rose, and rccommenctjd a iiumhcr of times the same 
ceremonies, reassuming the .same attitudes, and mur- 
muring prayers. 1 nevtT discovered any tiling in the 
least ridiculous in these attitudes and ceremonies, how- 
ever odd the}' may seem to our ignorauec. Tlie phy- 
siognomy of the 3lu.ssulmaiis is so penetrated M’ith tho 
religious eoiitiuumt, wJiiith they express by those ges- 
tuves, that i hav(! always deeply respected their pray- 
ing — the motive sanctifies all. Wherever tho divine 
id<*a descends and acts in man, it impresses upon him 
a <iignity more than human. Wo may say : 

J do not pray liko thee, but 1 pray n ith thee to tho 
<*ommoii master, the master whom thou belicvest, and 
whom tliou wLshest to acknowledge! and honour, as I 
myself wish to aelaiowledgo ami honour him under 
another fi)rm. it is not for luo to laugh at thee ; it is 
for God to judge us. 

We passed the morning in visiting the palaces of the 
emir’s sons, which an! at a little distance from his ; and 
also a small Catholic elnqiel, quite similar to our modern 
village chiirehes^iu France or Italy. Wo avent tlirough 
the gardens of tlni p;daee likewise. The emir has 
erected another country ])alaeo about a mile from 
JJptcdiii. It is the sole object of his rides, and tho 
roa<l to it is almost tlie only one where a horse, even 
an Anibiaii, c.aii gallop \vithout danger. On all other 
sides, tlio paths which lead to Dptedin are so steep and 
suspend(‘d on the edges of precipices, that one cannot 
pass, even in a walk, \vithout shuddering. • 

Mofoni quitting Dptedin and Deir-el-lvaminar, I 
transcribed the taithfui and curious notes which 1 col- 
lected on the spot concerning the able and warlike old 
man whom we liad just been. 

NOTES T’l’ON TIIK EMIR BRSCHIB. 

Upon the death of tho last descendant of the Emir 
Fakardin, the command of tho mountain passed into 
th(‘ hands of the Chab family. Tiiis family lias only 
been established on liCbanon for about 110 years. This, 
is what the old Arabic clironiclcs of the desert relate. 
Towards tho commencement of the first age of th6 
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Hegira, at the era wlicii the arnues of Abubeker over- 
ran Syria, a man of dibtiiipiished bravery, named 
Abdallah, an inhabitant of the Biiiall village of Bot- 
Chiabi, in the dewort of Damascus, covered iiiinself with 
, glory at the aiego of that city, and was slain beneath its 
walls. The ]\Iowlem general showert'd benefits on his 
family, who then quitted Bet-l’hiabi, to (•wtahliali tliein- 
selves at Houwlmye, on Anti-Lebanon, 'fhe primitive 
stock of the family, whence issued the hraiicli now reign- 
ing on Lebanon, is still to be found there. 

The Emir liescliir, one of Abdallah’s descendants, 
was left an tjrplnni at a tendei* age. His father, tlie 
Emir Hassein, had been iiiN'este<l with the pelisse of 
<hgnity, and liad receiv(Mi the signet-ring of command, at 
the time his uncle, tlu.‘ Lmir Milhem, gave up the atlini- 
nistralion of affairs, in order to finish his days in a 
peaceable retreat ; but the government <if I lassem was 
unskilful and weak, and Milliem, being forced to i-eas- 
sumc the eoininand, liad to repair tiie faults <»f his 
nephew, and appease tlui troubles his rashness had 
cxcitt'd. 

Thus, as Volnoy lias related, the pow('r afttu'wards 
passed in wuceessioii from Mansour to Joussef, the one. 
the father, the other the son of Milhem. Wlion Joussef 
assumed the eoimnand, for the first time, the Emir 
Beschir was only seven years old. Joussef attached 
him to his person, and caust.'d him to he carefully edu- 
cated. fc^onie years afterwards, having percfdved in him 
a quick and courageous spirit, ho luadti him enter into 
the affairs of flu* government. 

At this period, Djez/ar, I’acluiof Acre, wlio had sne- 
ceeded Daher, had for a long time annoyed the Emir 
Joussef by his attacks and exorbitant exactions. War 
broke out ; hut Beschir could not follow his uncle in 
this expc'dit. on ; it was not until 17}>4 that In^ took part 
in the second expedition against Dje/zar Baclia. The 
young lieseliir, tJien t>\onty-<)iu*, ran great ilanger in 
the town of Hyde, of wliicli tlu' Druzes liad gaiueil pos- 
HOHsion. Pursued by a body of the pacha’s troops, and 
forced to evacuate the town, be found himself, in his 
retreat, hemmed in l»y the enemy. His situation was 
critieni; Beseliii* forced liis liorse viideiitly up a wall, 
and preeipitateil hiinsolf from the top of it under a 
sliovver of hulkds. Ihqipily he was not injured, hut 
his iiorse was killi'd in tlie fall. 

On lii.s return to Lelianon, the Emir Boscliir applied 
himself entirely to business, and attenqited to institute 
order in the a(Iministra,tion of the Emir Joussef. His 
ambition was soon intlami'd ; he recalh'd to iniiid whose 
son he was, and, although poor, ln‘ caiveted supreme 
power. His manners and Jii.s courage liad gained liim 
the friendship of several powt rlnl families ; Ik; Iahoun?d 
to attach others, whom the bad luhninistratioii of Joussef 
disgusted, and Huecee(h?d in ilrawing into his interest a 
considerable and very iiithieiitial family, that of Kaiitar, 
the chief of which was the most able man then in Le;.. 
non, possessing great wealth, and hearing the title of 
Scheik-lh.schij', tliat is to say, "vc-at and illustrious. 
Opportunity was now all tliat Beschir I’ccpiircd, anil it 
presented Ttsi If. • 

From 17ho, in wliich 3'ear l)je/zar-J’ai'ha had re- 
stored to Joussef tin? eoinmand of which he had 
dc^prived him for moiv; than twelve inoiitJis, hostihlies 
had eoinpletely ceas»‘d hei-Wt'cn these tw'o piinces. 'fhe 
.Emir Joussi f sen; ev<;^rv year certain oftic»'r.s to St .Jean 
d’Acre, who hroughi him the pelisse, aceoinpanied with 
the usual eoinpliineiits ; uo nas, however, alway.s appre- 
hensive ot A/ mi.smKiersiauuivg between liiin and the 
Iiacha, which was not, long o- oi-enrring. 

fn a violeui rupture hiMle- <,ut Im.Iwoui these 

two chiefs; and the Emir Jeuss.;!, iii jio i imo-tiou for 
rcsistancr resolved to ahdic-.ite. Jieschir ])es:a;sse(l 
credit, Joussef loved him. lie called b.m to 1 ..n, and 
advised liim to go to Acre, and ask tin- «nve.stiturc from 
Djc.zar. Beschir at first vidusiMl, and let his uncle 
understand that lie found liinjseM” at that time obliged 
to remove. from his states, because, the pacha, rcpii. d 
it^ and because Jiis pi*c]!Hen<!e in Li'banou would present 
M incessant aliment to faction. Joussef, in making the 
^ * to his relation, was urged by two reasons : 


first, to prevent the power going out of his own family, 
and to reassuine the command, w'hcn Beschir had 
smoothed the difficulties, either by conciliation or force 
of arms. 

Joussef \vas urgent ; and 011 the promise which he 
made of quitting the country as soon as flcschir should 
have received the command, the young prince departed 
for Acre. Djezzar received him with kindness, granted 
him the sway over Lebanon, and gave him 8(100 men 
to aociire hi.s po\ver,and to seizi*. upiui the Emir Joussef. 
Be.schir, having arrived at the bridge of (Josser-Cadi, 
wrote secretly to his uncle, informed liim of tlie in.struc- 
tions he had received from the pacha, and urged him to 
retire, 'i’lie Emir Joussef fell back on (libel in Kos- 
vouan, where he eolU'c.tiMl his partisans. Beschir joined 
to his followers the soldiers whom ho had brought from 
Acre, and marched against Jousset^ wliom he fell in 
with in Ko.srouaii. He gave? him battle, and destroyed 
many of his troop.s ; Iiowever, several nioiitlis elapsed 
witliout any definitive result. 

To put an end to the dispute, Joussef sent to Acre a 
messenger who promised to the pacha a greater tribute 
than that paid by Bi^scliir, if ho would rostore him to 
the cominaud. .Djezzar ooiisoiited, called liim to Acre, 
inv(*sttul him with the pelis.se, and gave him, in order 
toclKUio Beschir away, the sarnie hOdli soldiers Avho had 
fought agains t him. Beschir retired into the district of 
Marnieri, whence ho lalioiiriHi to ^iroeui’t^ the downfall 
of liis rival, by offering yet move than Joussef luul pi’o- 
mi.scd. The jiaeha agn?e(l, and .loiissef was again eom- 
pelled to giv'o iqi tin; dignity. He returned to Acre, to 
attempt new' intrigues, hut Be.-.c.liir olfereil to the pacha 
40t)0 juirses (of odd [ticces of -U» cents, oi* Id. each), if 
he Would order tla* <lv‘a(li of Joussef, wisliing by that 
means to j>ut an end lo thii troubles wliieli disti'aided 
tlie mountain. 

Hji'/zar was then at Damascus. Ilis treasurer, a 
(Jreek who jiossessisl his conti'h'uce, and w lio wa.s con- 
sidered in hi.s a.h.sence as tlie Facha of Acri', tri*ated in 
liis name, and infornieil his master of the bargain which 
ho had concluded. 'I'lie ]>roposition at first pleased 
Dji.'zzar, w ho ratitied (lie migagcmmit, and ordered the 
Emir Jouss<-*f, and his minister (Jamlour, to be banged. 

Seareidy had Dji;/zur disjiatclu'd tin* ord<‘r, than ho 
refieiifed of liaving done .so; it oeeurrod to liim, that 
the enmity of the two ]irinees was uscd’ul to liim, and 
In* sent a second order w liich nwoked thi‘ first ; hut 
whether it arrived too late, or the minister was won, 
the eniir Joussef was hanged. 'J'his exisMition irritated 
the pacha; ho returned to .Acre, investigated the affair, 
protoiideJ tliat ho had been deceived, caused liis trea- 
surer to be drowned, and with him all his family, besides 
several tUlier ]>crsons accu.sed of having^ieen concerned 
ill the business. 

Djezzar confiscated the immense tia'asiiri's of his 
favourite, and wrote a K ltei* of reiiroaehes t«> tluJ Emir 
Beschir. The tone of tlii.s <lispateh convinced the young 
prinet' tliat lie wa.s compromised. IL* attein])ted to 
justw'y himself w itli the paelia, who dissendiled until the 
lime lor the re-eK'ctien of the governor ; tlien Djezzar 
invited tJie priiie.eto come to Aeri' to receive the inves- 
titure. He wmit 'vithout ilistrust, aceoinpanied l>y his 
minister, tlie Schoik Beschir; hut tliey had no sooner 
arrived than they were thinwii into a dungeon, where 
they endured all sorts of sulfcrings, during eighteen or 
twenty months of captivity. The oliject of Djezzar, in 
treating them thus, was to iiiduee them to pay a rich 
ransom ; but tbe prince liad notliing; he bad governed 
too short a time to have? amassed gri'at wealth. His 
miiiister supjdied the deficiency. He secretly sent to 
the paella the widow' of a I )ruze prince, named Sest-Ah- 
houH, with whom be liad liad intimate relations ; he com^ 
missioned her to offer to the jiaclia tlie reijuired suin, 
an»l lo pretend tliat she herself wouhl jilcdge her own 
jev els to comjiletC! the ransom. She was an adroit and 
boM woman, with a considerable share of ability. She 
tr*:nd tile pacha at Acriqaiul gained him so completely) 
by the charms of her person and understanding, that 
Djezzar reduced considerably tlie sum which ho at 
first demanded. The investiture was granted to tho 
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I lnui* DeBcliir} who obtained the good graces of the 
acha* 

l,)uriiig his cawtivity, the brother of tho Emir Joussef, 
iiid his cousin the Emir Kaidcr of Hubda, had seized 
ipoii tho goveriinioiit, and taken the necessary measures 
o prevent the Emir Beschir from returning to liis 
loniinioiis, if the paeba should restore liim to liberty. 
Vs soon as ho was released from prison, tho prinoo, not 
udging it prudent to re-appear at that tiino amongst 
lis pooj>lo, sent his iiiiiiisKjr, tho Sclicik Beschir, to 
omul tho public fcjoUng, and, in the nieantimo, retired 
0 the village of Homs, to wait tho ottect of his negotia- 
ions. Ho endeavoiirod, likowise, to gain tho Emir 
Vbbets, a Druzo prince of Soliman, who liad hitherto 
iH'served neutrality, and who enjoyed tho highest coii- 
ideration amongst Iho Druzes and the (Jliristiaus, 
specially those of the Marcaeutri* district. 

The Emir Abhets, eonehiding the cause of Beschir 
list, declared himself in his favour, and invited him to 
omotoliiin. As tlie coinmunieation was difficult, lie 
ent his dispatch to him by an Italian, a lay-brother of 
he convent of Soliman. Beschir suddenly ap];)earod in 
he midst of liis partisans, tin; number of whom the 
eheik had augmented by his largesses and t^ict, fell 
vith impetuosity on the army of liis rivals, dispersed it, 
jot possession of the persons of the two princes, and 
.trangled them without ceremony. 

Now peaceabh' possessor of supreme power, tho Emir 
iiescliir inarri<‘d tho wido\^' of a Turkish prince, who 
lad l)c‘(‘n like himself of tho family of Cliab, ami whom 
10 had caused to he put to death two years before. This 
inion remh*re(l him master of an immons(* fortune, 
[ii.'fore espousing the priiice.ss, who possessed great 
leanty, In; iiuido her lie bajdised, 1'he marriage was 
ittended with iiiuch happiness. When sixty-eight years 
)ld, tin; jn’inciess was overwlielmed with infirmities, and 
)y a jiara lysis wliieli took from her the use of ln;r iinihs : 
liey, liowever, pr('S(;iite(l an (example of the most lively 
ifleetion, and of the most perh'ci union. 

The Emil* fjonssi'f at his death had left tiirco c.hildrmi 
^’ory young, (.iiergios-lb'y, and his brother Abdallah, 
‘ducated them with gr‘'at can*, in the liojie that they 
ivould one day collect tlu.‘ party of Joussef, and over- 
■lirow Iiescliir ; but the lafti'r friumphtsl ov(‘r all ofi- 
4acles, and ptiaca’ablv eiijoycd his power until the year 
U.IOL 

Events of tiu* high(!st iinjiortance wore passing in 
Egypt. 1 lonajia vU‘ liaviiig entered Syria with a division 
)f Ids army, arriveil before Acre, wbicli wa.s to open to 
dm the gatt\s of the iiast. 'J’he Ereiieli general dis- 
-latched pressing letter:} and emissaries to the pi’inco of 
Lebanon, to induce 1dm to enter int<) his views, and to 
issist him in becoming master of the place. The Emir 
lli.'scldr answered that lie was disposed to uuiio himself 
() him, hut he would not do so until after Aen* was 
akeii. A Erenchmaii one day reproaeVicd tho emir 
A’itU not having endjracod with eiitliusiasm the cause 
>f tho Fri'iich army, and w ith having by his backward- 
ness pei’haps prevented tlio regeneration of tho East, 
riie prince answ'ered him : “ Notw ilhstaiiding tho strong 
lesiro w'ldcli I liad to join Heiieral Bonajiarte, and in 
jpito of tho jirofound hatred which I liad vowed to tho 
Dacha, t could not embrace tiio cause of tho Ereiieh. 
i’ho fifteen or twenty thousand men whom 1 might have 
sent from the mountain, could have done noLldng to- 
wards tho success of the siege. If Bonapiu'te had taken 
the place without my assi'^taaco, lie wouM liave carried 
tho mountain witliqufc opposition, for the Druzo.s and 
:;ho Christians ardently desired his arrival ; 1 should 
dieii have lost my command. On the contrary, if 1 had 
tided the General lionaparte, and we had n<it conquered 
ho place (which w'ould have been the case), tho naclia 
)f Acre w'onld iiave liad mo lianged, or thrown into a 
lungeon. Wlio thi'ii would have succoured nii; ? — wdiose 
protection should I ha ve implored ( Would it hav<* been 
that of France, w ho was so far olf, who had England 
iud all Europe on her hands, and who was lierseU turn 
by civil war and intestine factions V* 

(h;neral flonaparte understood the po.sitioii of the 
Prince Beschir, and, as a proof of his friendship, sent 


him a superb musket, which Beschir has preserved in 
memory of tho great captain. 

Before resuming the history of the events which fol- 
lowed the ruin of the Emir Joussefs party, it will bo 
appropriate to relate an adventure, which was perhaps 
in.struinental in rendering the Pacha Djezzar so cruel 
and ferocious. 

During the first years of his command, ho went, ac- 
cording to usage, to meet the caravan returning from 
tho pilgriiiuigo of Mecca. (Afterw'ards tho Pacha of 
Damascus was charged with this duty, and he of Aero 
was held bound only to the furnishing of a proportion 
of the exptMisos of the caravan, and of tlic tribute to the 
Arabs of the Dest;rt.) The Mamelukes to whom Djezzar 
liad left the guard of his seraglio in his absence, forced 
open the gates, and aljaiidoneil themselves to all the 
brutality of lustful passions. The pacha returned, and, 
far from taking to flight at his approach, the Mamelukes 
s(?ize(l upon the treasure, closeii tho gates of the town, 
ami decided upon iT?pelliiig force by force. With tho 
weak escort w’hicli accompanied him, Djezzar could 
not vaminish ; luit the Mamelukes sent him w'ord that 
if he would let them retire wdtli their arms and horses, 
they would open the gates of the town to him ; if not, 
that they accepted war, and wamld sooner di(; with arms 
in their hands than surrender. Djezzar was not long 
in deciding. Hi? know that he was hated by the Turks 
as well as liy the Christians, on actioiiiit of his exactions ; 
lie was not ignorant, besiiles, that if the Emir Joussef 
came to learn his position, he would join with the Ma- 
melukes, and commence a war which might be fatal to 
him. 

He grant'd to tho Mamelukes what tliey demanded, 
and they retired with great ilisyiatcli, whilst tlie pacha 
entered the town. Scarcely was Djezzar in his palace, 
than he sent out his cavalry to pursue the fugitives, but 
without <*tteet ; they arrived safe in Egy|)t. Djezzar 
then wr(‘aked his vengeance on tJie women. He caused 
them all to bo scourged, thrown into a great pit, and 
cover('<l over with quick-lime. He excepted from this 
iitrocious punishment his favourite, w hom he, caused to 
biMlccked out in lier jewels and finest garments, enclosed 
in a sack, and east into the sea. 

This event rendered the character of Djezzar more 
morose. He was before a miser and a spoiler ; he now 
became fierce and cruel ; lie talked henceforth only of 
cutting off noses ami ears, or tearing out eyes. At tho 
moment of his death, unable any longer to speak or 
order exeentions, Ik; made a sign to those surrounding 
him, pointing to the pillow’ of his bed. Fortunately ho 
was not understood. After his deatli, a long list of 
persons w’liom he desigm;d for ileath w hen he recovered 
his health, was found. His ferocity aceompauiod him 
to the tomb. 

Li.'t us return to the Prince Beschir. As soon aa 
the sons of the Emir Joussef were old enough to dis- 
pute the jiossession of power, (jliorgios-Bey and Abdallah 
resolved to put their designs in execution. They took 
advantage of a moment of disagreement between 
Djezzar mid T>sehir, and raised the party of their 
pupils. The emir, taken unaw'ar(;s, was obliged to 
retire into the Hiiniii, and to invoke the mediation of 
the pacha, wdiosi; cupidity and avarice be flattered. 
Djezzar interposed, and dictated a treaty which put an 
end to the strife lietwcen tho two parties, but which 
w’as extremely favourable to Beschir, to wdiom he gave 
the country of the Dnr/.es, whilst the sons of Jonssef 
had to contc'iit tiuuuselves witli the ilistricts of Gibci 
and Kosroiuin. 

This treaty was not observed many years. Thesoms 
of Joussef tried all possible means to overthrow their 
enemy. As they were the strongest, they succeeded, 
and J)jez>;ar disrcgjunling the representations of Bes- 
chir, their usurpation was sanctioned. The Emir had 
then no rosoureo hut to throw himself into the arms of 
the Viceroy of Egypt. 

The English Admiral, Sydney Smith, was at this 
period with some vessels iu tlie roads of Syria. Beschir 
entreated him to receive him on board, luid transport 
him to Egypt, After being several mouths at and 
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touching at Cyptus, Smyrna, Candia, and Malta, ho 
disembarked at Alexandria, where bo wont to seek the 
viceroy, followed by Home friends who remained faithful 
to his fortunes. 

The viceroy gave him a reception of the most flatter- 
ing description, tr(?alcd him wdth all tlio respect duo to 
his station, loaded him wdtli ])resoiits, and sent him back 
to Syria in one of tlie Admii’al Sydney Sniitli a ships, 
with a letter for iJjezzar full el ro])ro:iches and me- 
naces, in the midst of which ho ordered him to re- 
establish the Kiiiir Jieseliir in liis government. 

Tlio Egyptian viceroy was powerful, and Djezzar- 
Paclia hastened to obey him, for the tone of the dispatch 
made him ft'ol that he should neglect nothing to give 
sutisfaetion to tli(5 rriiice lloachir. He tliereforo en- 
joined the sons of Joussef, who durst not offer any 
resistanci', to conform to the treaty in every particular; 
and up till the pt?riod of his death the must profound 
peace* reigned between the two jiarties. 

Tlic Jmiir llesehir, however, did not entirely rely on 
the single proteelion of Malioniot Ali ; he saw the party 
of the three princes grow stronger every tlay, and was 
apprehensive of falling beforo some plot, as he knew the 
ardent thirst for vengeance which iiisjoritetl them 
against him. The skill t*f their ministers, <.i iorgios- Iley 
and Abdallah, likewise iiiereascd his fears, lie tliere- 
fore res(ilved to come to a coiiclusitni witli them by a 
decisive blmy, capable of striking terror into his eiiemit .s. 
To a.ccoinj)li.sh his proj<*ct, ho took advantage of th(5 in- 
vestiture of boleyinau-Pacha, who succced(‘d Djezzjir. 
At tliistiine everything appt'ared trampiil in Lebanon ; 
the three ]n.*inces governed their ]>rovineeB in ju.aee, 
and seemed reccmciled to tljij supi'eJiiacy wliicli tlie 
treaty granted to tlnnr enemy, whilst their mijiisters 
prepared in crecy for a new attack. 

Besebir was befor<'hand with them. Iiiformed^or the 
favoiiralde moment by bis einissiiries, he sent forGior- 
gios-liey to IJe’ir-el-I\ammar, upon pr(.*t(‘\t of business ; 
at the same tiim* liis brother, the Emir llassc ni, at- 
tacked Gibel, seized the princes, and lianged Abdallah. 
TJio three brothers wer(! <tonduet,ed to Vong- Michael, 
%vhere tlieir <. yes w’ere i)ut out. Their p]-o|K‘rty was 
weizi-d fur the benefit of Besebir. Upon hearing of 
these events, GiorgIo.4-Bey threw' iiimself from awimfow 
c»f bis prison and killed himself, vvlnch di<l not prevent 
the emir from having him liaiigcd as an example to 
bis enemies. Five chiefs of DeiT-eUKammar, and a 
brother of tlu; Schoik Bosch ir, all of the Jiouse of 
Ciruimbelad-ol-Bcscantar, ac.cused of liaving aided the 
detlironiMl pnnccs, wore put to death and their goods 
confiseated. 

flaviiig pf’rfonnedthcse bloody sacrifices, tbo Prince 
Besebir obtuincd supreme authority over all Lebanon, 
and he gave tlio command of Kosrouuii, the chief seat 
of which wasGazyr, to his brother llassen* ; but as be 
died a short time afterwards, tbo Emir Jleschir w . 
accused of liaving poisoned him from entertaining sus- 
piei(»ii.s of ambitious de.signs on liis part. This accusa- 
tion is wiilioul foumhition, and public opinion has done* 
him Jnsti(Mj in discrediting it. • 

In llilfl, tlie districts of Gibel-Biscana, Gibes, ar I 
Kosrouan, rose in insurrection, on oco.isioii rd' a contri- 
bution w'iiich oxeiusl general discontent. Tiie reljols, 
acting under the adv ieo of !}ie Bisliop Joussef, rcn, lv'*d 
to proceed to attJo*k llg* Emir Beschir in the country 
of the Druzos, wlu.'r>. lu* w as then i csidmg. The prince, 
without allowing them ‘.mo to collect their forces, ad- 
vanced himudf to ii.cct thru -.t tho head of a snuill 
detachinci't ot liis av*ny, a*'*. ** 'Tivioc <mlei‘-’. t«i bis lieu- 
tenant-general, tlio ; chi(?k iUseb.ir r<, follow bi.n with 
300C men, whom lie liad assi rnblcMl on tlio spu • of the 
inoment. ^ T'he Emir entered tbo e uintry of (^ihes, and 
pitched his tent in a valley ot Agousta, • ^twec’-. Djaiii 
and the teir:tory of Uazyr. During tbo night, and on 
,tho " ;Ilow-ig morning, lie was cx|,oH<*d to a brisk firing, 
from severaEdetiK'lm.cnts of the cncniy ])o.stcd on the 
heights. . was riddled i itli balls ; but rc:,isi :■ ' 

P tojsatiis ot his son, Haul, he refused to change 
pa.. 'When the day was move, advanced, the 
||0 enemy became hotter, and Beschir thought 


tho rebels had got an increase of force, and were 
paring to block up his passage. Then lie rose from the 
carpet on which he had been extended during the firing, • 
got on horseback, and marcJied direct upon tho enemy, 
accomiianicd by his trifling escort. At his approach 
the insurgents dispersed without ofiering any resistance, 
and lie arrived at Gibes, where he took energetic atepa 
to prevent them increasing their numbers. 

liis lieiitenant-gcueral, the Schoik Beschir, who fol- 
lowed him by slow mairhe.s, passed the river of Cliiou, 
and took possession of the two first villages of Kosrouan, 
Yong-Michael, ami Yong-Monsbak, which stood on his 
route. The very clay of this occupation, his advanced 
guard arrested a priest who carried tlispatches to the 
Bishop Jonssef. 'J’he Schick Beschir, having road these 
letter.s, pr<‘sentcd his kangiar to him who had brought 
them to liim, and ordered him to kill the priest, and 
bury bini in tho place where he had been taken. A few 
bour.s afterwards, another secret messenger met with 
the same fate. 

Tile following day tho Schick B(*schir rcsiinied hia 
march, OA'erran, witliout obstacle, Kosrouan, and 
strangled ail those whom tho emir bad inscribed on a 
li.st which he had sent liiiia lie afterwards advanced 
to Cibel-Biscai-ra, where he joined the priiiec, wliomet 
him from Gibes. Tho Emir IlcHchir remained iiino 
(lays in tin's province, during wliiidi lie succeeded in 
stifling the revolt, by hanging and strangling all tho 
relxls of distinction in tlie tliree districts of Gibes, 
Kosrouan, and Gibt'l-lliscarra. The bastoiiado was 
perform(‘d on various others, and alterwartla ruinous 
ransoms t'xarflcd from them. 

In the mimlsT of these last wa.s a poor old man of 
seventy -five years of age, eondenmeil to sevmity purses, 
which lie was not able jo pay. liis son wrote to him, 
that ho -would raise tlio money by loan ii‘ In; .sanciioncd 
it. but tbo old man answered tiial be would pay nothing, 
aihling expressions by no iiii'ans coinplimetitary to tho 
]»riii(.*i‘. Till* letLi r was intereeided, and tin; old man 
iiaud(.'d over for torture. Alri'ady oppressed by ag<.', bo 
could not support so many inflictions, and when he was 
earrifal to the Seliiek Hescliir, according to bis orders, 
Ik* died after twi'iity ilays of fsiiflering. His son inhe- 
rited his fatlu'Es condeiiiiiatioii ; the emir seized Jiis 
goiids for bis own profit, leaving him only a thousau4 
piastres ( f 1 1) of ]>a t riniony. 

The emir mounted tlie hill to Iklen, ])assed tiu* Cedars, 
and descended the other sid<M.»f tin* iiionntain to Balbek, 
whilst the Scheik remained in i»ecu]»ation of the rebol- 
lioiLs provinces. On arriving at lialbek, the eliief or- 
dered bis lieutenant-general to return by the same 
route by whi(!h lie bad eome, and to levy on lii.s jonniey 
a eontribntioii of 100 ])iir.ses (of .000 jiieee.s eacli) from 
the three districts, 'J'liat the prince «d’ l.ebarioii could 
put down an insurrection in tliree siicli povvei’ful [iro- 
vincoB, with a fierce of only JIOOO men, would ayipoar 
niiraculouB, if we did not recollect that the revolt wa.s 
partial, iirul that the party of Beschir in the provinces 
tbeiiK^'lves facilibited his trinm|)h. 

I’ho Paella of Damascus liad in tlii.s interval .sent an 
aga to Bkaa for tlio juuposii of taxing, according to 
custom, the produce of the lands dependent on liis 
pachalik. This officer advaina d to the village of Ilannie, 
b<*longii)g to the priucipnJify of Lebanon, and there 
raised contributions in cattle and money. Tho iuliabi- 
tants, not being inclined to submit, apprised iTince 
Beschir, wlio wrote to the aga U'stifving his displeasure, 
but the latter paid no attention to his remonstrances, 
and, after levying vi*ry licavy exactions, he returned to 
Damascus. Tho emir, greatly iri*itatcd, gave advice to 
the Pacha of Acre, and expre.s.scd bis roHcntinent in a 
v«*ry forcible strain. Abdallah, either from regard for 
Ik .schii, or from personal hatred for tho aga, demanded 
from tho Paelia of Damascus his severe punishment. 
TIk latter ri turned an evasive answer, indicating his 
Hvrprise that tlio Pacha of Acre should interest himself 
bj u affair conec*rnirig the ('hri.stians» Abdallah sent 
his letter to Besciiir, with iii-structiann to take ven- 
geance on the Paeha of Damascus. The Prince of 
Lebuuon assemhlcd in haste 10,000 advanced 
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towards Damascus. Tho pacha came forth to meet 
him, and tho two anniea had several conflicts, tho supe- 
riority in which was always on tho side of Beschir. 

During tliese events, Abdallah gave proclamation to 
a forged flrman, which declaimed the Pacha of Damascus 
deprived of his pachalik, and uniting it to that of Acre. 
But the Pacha of Damascus, applying to the ncighiioiir- 
iiig pachas, and to Iho court of Constant inoph', obtaiiKMl 
from the Porto a truo finnan, coiidomiiirig tlie l*:u;ha 
of Acre to death, and dethroning tlui hhnir ]hi.scliir 
from his government, '.riiis j)riiicc Avas already at the 
gates of Damascus when tho tirman arrived, lie then 
perceived the one promulgated by A hdallah was spii- 
j ious, and he judged it prudent to retire into the pro- 
vince of Deii*-t;l-lvainmar, wliort', learniijg that the .same 
J’at(; as Abdallairs was reserved foi' Jiinistdf, he fled to 
the environs of Beirout, and soliciteel the governor 
to receiver him with Jiis escort. This officer refused, 
alleging that the ])rosence of tlui emir in tho town 
would e\citc st'ditioii. The prince then sent to ap]n*i.so 
his hrotlier, the l-hnir Abb('ts, whom lie had left in 
command of tlie mountain, that he wouM return to his 
territories, and try tlw^ foi-tuno of arms against the 
jjaolias .sent by the .Sublime Porte ; but his In-other 
aiiHwered him that tin.' mountain was void both of pto- 
visii}jis and money, and he advi.sed him tliereforc very 
stroiigiy not to atteni[)t .so perilous a project. 

In ibis sad slate of aflairs, the princi! again turned his 
eyes tuwarils Kgypt, and addrc'.ssed him.s<df to a Prank, 
b(\gging him to assist him in his de])arturo from .Syria. 
Al. Allbin pj’oeii red Ilia .sate einliarkution on board of a 
Preiieli slop lying between Beij’ont and Sai'de, which 
then set sail for Alexandria. Afti.-r lii.s departure, tlie 
Sebeik Pesebiraiid the Emir Ab) jets joined them, scTve.s 
to tlie coalition of paelaus, and intrigued for the com- 
inainl of tin? inomitain. 'I’lii.s wa.s tlie .source of the 
divisions wbicdi distracted Lebanon in Ifl'Jik 

Tlie combined troo]>.s lu'gan tlie siege of Aero in duly 
ami «•( jitimied it uniil April lb’Ji», when it was 
raised, T'beii tlie young Puclia of Acre, who was very 
avaricious, conceived a means of getting rid of the 
tribute wliicli he owed to the I’orte. Wiili this design, 
he eaiised the ofbeers avIio carried tho tribute to be 
assassinated near Latakia, and obtained from tlie mur- 
derers the restoration of the mom-y. lb* tlien com- 
plained (0 the I'orte nj’ die inunler cutninitted on hi.s 
ag'-iits, and of tlie rolibery of a rent belonging to tlie 
i Jrand- Seigneur. T’be pjiclui by this detestable conduct 
indulged two expeelations - tirsr, of exempting Iiiinself 
fre.ni tribute, and, secondly, of compromising the ITicha 
of Latakia, to whom lie cxpecteil the bow-siriiig wouhl 
be forwarded^ whilst his fiaebalik would be re-imited 
to lliat of Acre; but Abtlallaii wa.s ileceived in his 
lioju's. 

T he .Sultan, apprised of the ]»acha’s perfidy, a si'cond 
time demanded his head. But what availed against 
Acre tho pachas of Darmiscus, Aleppo, ami Adainu, with 
an army of PJ,00() nuni, ill di.scipliiicd, without artillery 
capabli; of cflecting a breach, posses.slng only s«>ine 
jiieces of ordnance, of .such large calilnv that the balls 
wore ipiiti’! untit for thnii, having or 40b0 hor.se- 
men w ithout baggage, and an infantry wliicii consnnied 
both day aixl night in smoking tobacco beneath the 
tents? Thus, Abdallah Pacha, being masicr of the 
strongest fortrc.ss in tho East, prepu: od w’iUiout fear 
for a vigorous de!enc<\ 

An English corvette l)ing at anchor in the road, 
od’ereii an officer from its crew to diri’ct the artillery 
of the besicgeiM. Tffio paclias accepted the oiler, and 
put tho cannons under his order. But at the end of 
three days, ho saw that lie would never c.'mtv the place 
with the Turks, who would 0ot approach the waPs with 
the artillery, which wa.s the only ineriis of bvrachiug 
the fortifications. 

Abdallah wa.s perfectly at ease, in spite of the army 
of the pachas. Ho had^ nothing to fear on the laud side 
from troop.s so ill orgij^seil, and, by way of showing 
his contempt for them, nwteplied to their canium-balls 
by musket-shots. He Ittidgood soldiers well paid ; pro- 
visions and munition, 9 of war arrived for him in abun- 


danco by sea, both from Europe mid Asia. He wAt 
even suspected of holdingan intercourse with the Greekif 
of tho Morea, 

Tlie Emir Beschir, who was now under the protection 
of tho V icei’oy of Egypt, maintained a regular corres- 
pondence with Abdallah, who, under the mediation of 
Mahomet Ali, solicited peace and pardon from the 
Porte. If the })acha had nothing to fear from the land, 
ho was afraid that the Divan of Constantinojilo would 
proo.iiro the blockade of the town by sea, and intercept 
ins coiiiinunication.M with strangers, which would soon 
reduce his people to fainino, incite hist soldiers to mu- 
tiny, and compel him to stretch out hi.sow'ii neck to tho 
boAv-string of the Sublime Port(‘. The divan })ai*doned 
him, kiioAving that Abdallah could deliver the place to 
the insurgents of the Alorea ; but it condemned him to 
a tine of iiODO purses, and the expenses of the w’ar. 

The viceroy, having obtaine'd the pardon of Abdallah 
I\‘iclia, demanded and secured tliat also of the Emir 
Beschir, Avho re.sumed his command. He took advan- 
tage of this crisis to make liis iiiMuenee at tho divan be 
felt, and to obtain a sway over the Prince of J^ebanon, 
Avhoso political interests are at this muiiieni united with 
tlio.so of Alahoniet Ali. 

At the end of the year lo2;k the Emir Beschir landed 
at Acre, to regulate AvitJi Abdallah th(‘, expenses of the 
.siege, and to iix ihe sum at wliieli his part of the debt 
should bo estiniat(‘d. On his retiiru to Eehaiion, he 
levied a contribution of a thou.s:ind purses, for be Avas 
by no means in an easy position after bis exile and the 
expcn.ses of his .sojourn in Egypt. His pe- jde also were 
very poor; and fi.-eling imli.spo.si.d to extrite their anti- 
pathy ag.ainst liim by so .severe an exaction, h.e resolved 
to make it ht; borne by his formiu* lieutenant-general, 
the Scheik Beschir, Avishiiig tlius to revenge Iiiinself 
for #10 intrigue.^ Avliicli he Jiad inid Avitli his brother 
Abbots to depriA’c him of the coirnnand of the mountain. 
The Seheik Beschir refused to pay the sum, and retired 
to Karan, a provinei; of Lebanon. He afterwards re- 
turned to his palace of Moetura, Avhere he negotiated 
Avith Prince .\bbets for the overt liroAV of Be.schir. Ho 
(‘ven drew into the con.spiracy 1 1 tree young brothers of 
the prince, avIio till then had lived tranquilly in their 
retreats. 'I’liis conspiracy must havfi been fatal to the 
ernir, Avithout the aid of Abdallah Pacha. 

The .^eheik Be.sirhir was pursued, and arrested in 
the jdains of Damascus, Avith an escort of 200 persons. 
He might easily have saved himself; but ujion the 
assurance given him by a Turkish oflicer, in the name 
•of tho Pacha of Damascus, that tluj Prince of Lebanon 
jiavdoned him, In* yieldi’d hiiiiself up, and was con- 
ducted to Daiiuxscus. TIk'I’o Iuj Avas stripped of his 
garnient.s, hi.s hands Ixjuiid, the one upon hi.s breast^ 
the other behind his back, and cast into a dungeon, 
vvhere he remained seviTal inontlis. A process Avaa 
instituted against him at (.'«.inhtautinople, and ho waa 
coniloinned to death. When the boAv-string was pre- 
sented t«» him, ho appeared luiinoved, and only asked to 
speak Avith the pacha and the i;mir. He Avas answered 
that it Avas ii.si^ess, that neither the one nor the other 
could do any thing, as tho .sentence oinunatcd from 
CoiLstantiiiople. Then the .Seheik Beschir submitted to 
hi.s destiny. He Avas strangled, then belieaded, and his 
body, cut into pieces, Avas tliroAvn to the dogs. 

Thi.s execution took place in the beginning of 1824« 
The three brothers of the prince Avero afterwards 
arre.steil ; tiu'ir tongues and eyes were torn out, ai d 
they Averc sent into exile with their famiftes, each into 
a village at remote distances. After that, tixiiupiillity 
reigned in Lebanon ; the family of Chab enjoyed power 
in peace; thanks to the active police which the emir 
inaiTitained in )iis govermuent, and to the fnend.‘<hip of 
Abdallah Pacha, avIio Avas not, hoAA Over, ignorant of tho 
intimate connexion which existed between him and 
Mahomet Ali. 

jSuch is the policy wiiich tlu* Emir Bescliir has fol- 
lowed up to thi.s day, and every thing announces that 
lie Avill pursue it with success m the iioav crisis which 
the attack of Mahomet Ali upon the Ottoman empire 
has produced. The emir took no part iu the w'op until 
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Ibra'him Pacha, having taken Acre, and sent Abdallah Deir-el-Kammar. In a quarter of an hour we arrived 
Pacha a prisoner to his father ill Egypt, entered Syria, there. Deir-el-Kammar is the capital of the Emir 
It was then necessary to declare himself; and, accord- Beschir and the Druzes ; it contains a population of ten 
ing to the practice of orientals, he perceived the liand or twelve thousand souls. But, except an ancient edifice,' 
of God in victory, and ranged himself on the side of adorned with Moorish sculpture and high balconies, 
eaccess. However, he has done so as if with regret, exactly resembling the ruins of one of our castles of 
and alleging to the Porte the pretext of constraint. It the middle ages, Deir-cl-Kainmar possesses no feature 
isprobabit', tliatif Ibraliim Pacha sustained any reverse, of a town, still less of a capital ; it is very similar to a 
the Emir Bcscliir would turn to the sijlo of the Turks, little town of Savoy or Auvergiu.*, or to a largo village 
V and aid them in crushing the Arabs. Ibrahim, who is in a distant province of f’rauce. The sun was just 
doubtful of this two-t?(lgo(l policy, compromises the rising when we went through it ; trooi)S of mares and 
prince as much as he can. He has forced him to camels issued from the courts of the houses, and spread 
givi^ him one of his sons, and some of his best horse- themselves over tlio unpaved quarters and streets of 
hiej>, to accompany liim on tlie side of Homs ; and his the town. On a wide open square, some black tents of 
other sons, liaviiig comi^ down from the mountain, hold a vagabond race (zingari) were ereete<l ; men, women, 
military government, in the name of the Egyptians, anrl children, lialf-naked, or enveloped in the immense, 
over tile principal towns of Syria. blankets of white wool which is their only garment, 

Tl:e Iioad of tlie Emir Beschir depends on the sue- were huddled round a fire, combing tlieir liair, or 
cess of Ibraliini at Homs. If he should be conquered, searching after the vermin wliich were fi'edijig on them, 
the re-action of the Turks against the riiristians of Some Arabs, in tlie service of tlie omir, jiassed on 
Lebanon, and against the prince himself, will be impla- horsehack in their magnifitrent costumes, ivith sujierb 
cable. On the other side, if Ibrahim continues master arms stuck in tlieir b(dts, and holding a lance twelve or 
of Syria, he will not bo long in viewing with imibrage fifteen feet long in their hamls. Some wen-e bringing 
a power independent of bis own, and he will endeavour to the emir news Irom ibraliim’s army ; otlicrs were 
to overcome it by political intrigue, or destroy it for defcendiiig towards the coast to deliver tlie orders ot 
over, by eradicating tlie family of C'luib. If tlie Emir the prince to the detachments commanded by his sons, 
Beschir were younger, and more active, he might re- lying encamped on the jilaiii. Nothing is mon* impos- 
Bist Vioth altc'inpts, and establish for a long time, per- ing and rich than the costnrac and (M(uipinei)tM of lln se 
haps for ever, his dominion, and that of his descendants, Driizc warriors, 'flioir immense turlian, composed of 
over the most inaccessible, the best peopled, and the shawls of lirilliant colours wound in graceful folds, easts 
richest part of Syria. The mountaineers whom he over their swarthy visage and black eyes a shade wliieh 
commands are brave, intcdligent, and well disciplined; adds to the commanding and savage energy of iheiv 
the roads leading to tlie eentre of Lebanon areiinjmic- physiognomies. Long moustaeliios cover tln ir lips, and 
ticnble ; tlie Maroniti's, who are becoming very mime- fall over both sides of the mouth. A speeit's of short 
rolls on Lebanon, would be devoted to tlie (‘iiiir bv the tunic of ared colour is invarialdy worn by all t he Druzt s 
common soriliiiient of Christianity, and by hatrcj^iid and moimtaiiieers ; Ibis tunic is wove, aceonliiig to the 
terror for Turkish dominion, tlie only obstacle to importance and wiallh of t!ie wean'r, of eoltoji and gold, 
tlui creation of a new power in these countries is the or only of cotton and silk, into tdegant d(\signs, in which 
difference of ndigion between the Maronites, Drnz<*s, the variety of colours contrasts wiili the gold or silver 
and MeUia Us, who people, with almost equal numbers, tissue sparkling on his lireast and back, linniens**. 
the territories subject to the authority of the emir, trousers, in numberless plaits, cover the liinlis; the 
The stroiig(?st tie of nationality is coiiiniunity of reli- feet are <*ovcred witli short hoots of red morocco, 
gions creeds, or at least it has hitlierto bemi found so. and with slippers of ycdlovv morocco abov«* tlie boots; 
t.'ivilisation in its advance reduces religious feeling to fui’red jackets with hanging sleev(‘s are tlirown over 
an individualism, and other common interests form a the shoiiIdeTs. A belt of silk or iiioroeeo leatlier, 
nationality; th(\se interests, being less grave tlian the similar to that of the Albanians, encircles tin* waist in 
cause of religion, national f^eeliiigs become feebl < 3 ; for numerous folds, and serves the borsenian to carry bis 
what so strong, as an incentive’ to man, as religious arms. The handles of two or lliree kaiigiars, or yata- 
belief, his creed, his inward faitli ! It is the voice of gans— jioignanls and short sabres in nst‘ amongst tho 
intelligonce, it is the thought in which he includes all orientals — are always seen sticking out of the belt, and 
others — maniH'i's, laws, country, everything, is com- .sliining on the breast; generally the stocks of two or 
prised in religion, it is this wliicli, in my opiiiii>ii, will three pistols, encrusted vvitli gold or siKer, eompleto 
j'endor it so diflicnlt to institute a single great nation ill this portable arsenal. All tlie Arabs have, besides, a 
tlu; Last; it is this which makes tlie Turkish emjun? lance, the shaft of whicli is thin, snj)])le, and Jtard, like 
totter. Von ])erceiv(; no signs of an existence iii coir« along i*ced. This lance, wliich is their principal weapon, 
moll, or syiuptoins of a possible nationality, except in 1 decorated with waving tufts and strings of silk; 
those j)ans of the ('inpire wliere tribe.s of the same I they geinirally hold it in tlieir rigid hand, i.lie iron to- 
faitli are congregated ; it is visilde ..mongst the Asiatic i wards tho .sky, and the liandle almost toneliing the 
Greek race, am<mgst the ArmeniaiiH, the lUilgarians, | ground ; but when they urge their horses to the gallop, 
the Servians ; every where besides yoif see men, init ihey brandish it horizontally above their heads, and 
not nations. in their military sports tliey throw it to an enor- 

October Ik — This day I descended the lower grades nious distance, and pick it up, bending tluMi* bodies 
of Lebanon, which ir,(;lin(?d from Deir-el-Kaimna • to- to the earth. Before throwing the lance, they givd it 
wards the Meilitei ranean, and I have coinc to .sleep in an oscillating movement for some time, wliich adds con- 
a solitary khan in tlu; mountaius. siderably to the force of the ca.st, and enables them tho 

At five o’clock in the cv.ning, we niounied our horses more surely to hit tlie mark they design. ‘We met a 
in the court of the < .uirV, palace. Upon leaving the great number of thi'se cavaliers in the course of the 
l^ato ol the pAlace, we begmi iij d(;scend by a roa'l cut day. TJic Emir Bescliir liad himself given us some of 
in the rock, winch w -ond iiuh -1 liu • ..-ak <•/' Dptediu. them to serve as guides, and as a mark of honour. They 
On onr right and leit the plots soil sustaineit by the all saluted us with exti*eme politeness, and drew up 
artificial terraces, vvere planted with mulberry trees, their horses to permit us to pa.ss along tlie road, 
and carefully cultivated. The sliufle of trees * m 1 of About two miles from Deir-»d-Kamnuir, there is one 
vines every wheie covers the ground; id numcruus of the most beautiful views of Lebanon that can ho ima- 
rivulets, turned by tlie Arab liusbaiidmaii, come from giii«*d. On one side its deep gorges, into whicli wo wore 
the rnottutain-ln.'ights divideil inpi canals, and irrigate about to dc,sci.iid, open all at once beneath your feet, 
the roots _oi till; trees and the gardens. Tho gigantic Or-. Die otlier, tho castle of Dptediu rises like a pyramid 
shadow terrac -s of l)j»tedin reach* e.' ine summit of its hill, clothed in verdure, and fur- 

. over the of this scene, and follows you to tho foot rowed by foaming torrents; and before you are tlic 

ascend another mountains gradually sinking to the sea, some all black, 
bears upon its summit the town of others struv^ with the rays of light, and rolling like a | 

- ■ ■ ; . i 
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ct of hills, until they ai*e lost in the green ridges 
’ the olive woods in the plains of Sidoii, or in the 
andy beaches, red as brick, which border the coasts 

Beiroiit. Here and there the variegated colouring 
“ the mountain sides, and the waving lines of the im- 
ensc horizon df*s(n*ibcd by their descent, are inter- 
?epted and cut off by the gr()iii)s of cedai*s, firs, or pines 
^with broad tops ; and numerous villages glitter at their 
bases, or on their summits, 'rhe sea bounds this land- 
scape ; one follows with the eye, as upon an enormous 
chart or a raised plan, the hollows, tho projections, and 
the undulations of the cioasts, the capes, the promon- 
tories, and the gulfs of its shore, from Mount Carmel to 
Cape Batroun, a stretch of fifty leagues. The air is so 
])ure that one imagines points can be reached in a few 
hours’ ileseent, whieh require three or four days’ march 
to arrive at. At this distance, the sea is so confounded 
at the first glance with the firmament, which closes on 
It at the horizon, that one cannot distinguish tho two 
elements, and the land appears to float as it were in a 
boundless and double ocean. It is only after fixing 
with more attention the eyes upon the sea, and observ- 
ing the little white sails shining on its blue expanse, 
that we can tell exactly wliat we see. A light mist, 
more or less gilded, floats at the edge of the liorizAn, 
and dividt's the water and the sky. At intervals, fioecy 
elouds, roused from tho sides of the mountains hy the 
morning lireezes, were detached like the white feathers 
wliieli a bird seattm's in the wind, and were borne over 
the sea, ^\herc tluy evaporati'd in tlu^ rays of the sun, 
just coinmeneing to scorch. 

We quilti'd with regret this magnificmit scene, and 
we began our descent by a path more perilous than any 
1 have evv'rs('eii in ihe Alps, 'flie declivity was per- 
peiulicular, the road was not two feet broad, bottomless 
preeijiices yawiu'd on one side, walls of rock rose on 
th(‘ otiuT. 'file ])ath was fnnned of loose stones, or of 
]>ieees of nwk, so polislu'd by wat<T and tlio iron shoes 
of liorses and the tn ad of camels, that thesi; animals 
:ij’e oldigeil to seek with eans a place to plant their 
h i t : as tliey always iix them in the same spots, they 
ha\e at hist <lLig cavitios in tlie stone, into wliich their 
hoofs sink some luehes dc'cp, and it is entirely ow'iiig to 
tlu'sc lioles that any points of resistance areallbrded to 
the horsos’ K.h(u?s, so as to enable the animal to keep 
himself froiii sliding forwards. From time to time we 
found also st(‘])s cut in tho rock two feet high, or round 
blocks of granite whicli it was impossible to clear, so 
that it is neeeoary to wiml into tlie interstices, scarcely 
so W'Ide as the limbs of the animals wo bestrode. Sticli 
are almost all the roads in this ]>art of Lebanon.. At 
times the sides of the inoiintains swvrved or grew’ into 
a ]>Iaiii, and we inarched more at our ease on bed.s of 
yellow' .sand, of a sort of freestone, or of vi getahle 
earth. One cannot eoneeive how’ sueh a country is 
tilled with so many beautiful horses, and how' they get 
accustomed to it. No Arab, however inaccessible liis 
village or his dwelling, ever leaves home but on liorsc- 
hat'k, ahd we saw them descending or inomitiug, in ])er- 
feet cari'lessness, with the ]n])e in their mouths, sueh 
ileclivities as our mountain gijatsf would find it difficult 
to scale. 

After an hour and a half s continual <lcscoiit, we 
canu) in sight of the bottom of the gorgi' whit li we had 
to traverse and follow. A river murmm cd in its depths, 
still veiled from us by the mist of its waters, and by the 
branches of walnut, carob, plane, and Persian peiplar 
trees, growing on the lowest banks of the nvine. 
Limpid fountains issued to our right from the grottoes 
of rock, liiiiig with a thousand unknown creeping plants, 
or gii.slied from bed.s of green sward, sprinkled with the 
flowers of antuum. in a short time wo .spied a house 
amongst the trees on the edge of the stream, and w'o 
pa.sscd at a ford this river or ton’ont. Tliero wo stopped 
(. to rest our liorses, and to enjoy for a moment one of 
j tlie most extraordinary scenes which we hadmetiuour 
[ journey. 

Tho goi'go to which we had dbseended wao quite 

i overhow'ed by the waters of the torrent, which foamed 
1‘ound the masses of rock fallen into its be^| Hero and 


there islets of vegetable soil gave root to gigantic pop- 
lars, wdiich rose to a prodigious height, and cast their 
long tapering shadow's on the banks of the mountain 
where w© were seated. The torrent, on our left, 
tumbled headlong betw'eeri two w^alls i>f granite, wliich 
it seemed to have cleaved to form a gulf for itself ; these 
w'alls rose to a height of four or five hundred feet, and 
nearly joining at their summits, appeared an immense 
arcade, wliich in time w'oiild crumble on itself. .The 
tops of Italian pines hung like ehistors of wall-flowers 
over the ruins of ancient walls, and stood out in sombre 
green upon the vivid blue of the sky. On our right, tho 
gorge winded for a quarter of a mile between the 
retreating and more sloping banks ; the waters of the 
river stretebed in freedom, w'asliing a multitude of 
small isles or verdant promontories ; all these isles, and 
tongues of land, were decked in the richest and most 
graceful vegetation. It was the first time I Lad met 
the poplar since on the banks of the Rhone and the 
Saoiie. It cast its wan and restle.ss aba tie over the 
whole of this w'atery valley ; but as it is not lopped or 
planted by the hand of man, it grows in groups, and 
extends its unrestrained branches with liiucli more 
majesty, diversity of form and grace, than in onr coun- 
tries. Between these groups of trees, and multitiide.s 
of rashes and high reeds, growing also on tin* islands, 
we saw the broken arches of an old bridge*, built by the* 
ancient emirs of Jjobanon, and fallen in the lapse of 
ages. Beyond the ruined arches of the bridge, the 
gorge w’idened into an immense landscape of valleys, 
plains, and elevated spots, studded with villages inha- 
bited by the Driizes, and all was surrounded, like an 
amphitheatre, by a circular chain of high mountains. 
Tlie elevations were almost all eoveriMi with green, and 
plantations of pine. The vilhige.s, suspemltMl above each 
othe#, seemed to the i‘ye as if they i*iuelu.‘d ; but wlien 
we reached some of thmn, we found that the distance 
hetw'ocn them w as ironsiderable, both from the difficulty 
of the paths, and the neco.ssity of dii.scending and 
rcniouuling thi^ deep ravines which separated them. 
Some of these villages arc so situated that it is quite 
easy to hear the voice of a man speaking in aiiotlier 
village, yet it re(|uires an hour to go from one to an- 
other. What increased tho ettect of this beautiful land- 
scape were two largo moiiasterii's, planted like fortresses 
on the top of two hills behind the river, which seemed 
like huge Mocks of granite Mackeni’d hy age. The one 
is inhahited by Maronites, who devote themselve.s to 
the instruetion of young Arabs, destined to the ]>riest- 
iiood. ’I'lie other is deserted ; it formerly belonged to 
a congregation of Laza rites of Lebanon; and it now 
serves as an asylum and refuge to two young Jesuits 
sent there by tlu‘ir order, at the request of the Maronite 
bishop, to furnish rules and models to the Arab instruc- 
tors. They live there in comidete solitude, in an c.xem- 
plarv poverty and sanctity ( I knew’ them afterw’ards). 
One of tlumi learns Arabic, and uselessly labours for 
the convi*rsion of the Druzes in the neighbouring vil- 
lages ; ho is a man of great intelligen(?e and information, 
'riie other is oe^npiiMl with inediciiie, and traverses the 
country (li.stribiitiiig medicines gratuitously. Both are 
mueli loved and respected by the Druzes, and even by 
the Aletualis. But tlioy can expect no result from their 
residence in Syria. The Maronite clergy are greatly 
attached to the ilnmau church ; yet this clergy have 
their own traditions, and their independent discipline, 
w'hich tliey will not allow* to he. borne down by the 
main ell vres of the Jesuits. They possess ilie real spiri- 
tual autliority in the whole of Lebanon ; they would 
very quickly have rivals in the active and indefatigable 
corporations of Europe, and this rivalship they very 
naturally look upon with alarm. 

After having rested half an hour in this enchanting 
spot, we got again on liorsebaek, and coinnienccd climb- 
ing the steep usetmt which was before us. The road 
became more and more difUciilt as we scaled the last- 
chain of liebaiion, separating us from the coasts of 
Syria, But in pi'oportioa as we mounted, the aspect 
oi’ the immense hollow, which we left on our right, 
became inoi'c imposing from its vastne.ss. 
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The tivey which wo harl quitted menTidered in the the forests, and lastly presenting its peaks of snow, 
midst of a plain slightly undulated with hills, and some- which seemed confounded in the transparency of the 
times expanded into pools of water as hluo and glitter- heavens, and whore the white rays of day slept in an 
ing as the lakes of Swit /xu-land. The black hills, crowned eternal serenity upon a couch of perpetual snow. Naples 
at their summits witli tdusters of pijies, interrupted its or Sorrejite, Home or Albano, lias no such landscape, 
course at every moment, and divided it to appenraiico After having pui‘siie<l onr descent for nearly two 
into a thousand luminous strc'aks. Step by st<*p tlie hours, we b)und a. khan, isolated under magniticont 
hills leaving the plain, rose cumulating aihl supporting palm-trees, on the borders of a fountain. It is proper 
each other, all redolent with ilowering heaths, and to describe, once f»)r all, what they call a khan in Syria, 
hearing here and there at intervals trees with widely and generally in all the countries of the East. It is a 
spreading tops, w hich threw a gloom on dettiched spots, cabin built of stone, with its walls badly joined, without 
Woods of cedars and pines strehdied from the more cement, and giving free ingress to both wind and rain, 
lofty elevations, dying away in solitary groups and The stones aro generally blackened with the smoke of 
glu/ies as they came around the numerous Driizc vil- the liearth, which is poi’petualJy stealing through the 
lages, the terraces, balconies, and latti(?ed windows of numerous crevices, 'i'ho walls are scarcely seven or 
W'liicli wc saw*^ rising from out the greenness of the eight feet high ; they are covered with pieces of rough 
pines. The inlnibitants, clad in their beautiful scarlet wood, with the bark and branches of trees; the whole 
mantles, and their foreheads bound by red turbans in is surmounted with dried faggots, which serve for a roof, 
wide folds, stood on tlieir terraces to see us pas.s, and The interior is not j)aved, and according to the season, 
added, by tlie brilliancy of their costume, and the grace- it is a bed either of dust or of mud. One or two stakes 
fulness of their attitudes, to the imposing, novel, and servo as sii])port to tlie leafy roof, and tho traveller 
picturesque effect of tho prospect. At the entry, and hangs there his mantle or his arms. In a corner is a 
at the termination of eacli of tliese villnges, haiuisoine small ht'arth raised on imhewm stones ; upon this heart li 
Turkish fountains were playing. The women and young a perpetual lire burns, and there arc one or two brass 
^irls, who came to get wat('r in tlieir long and narrow coffee-pots, always full of thick and mealy coffee, the 
jugs, were grouped around the basins, and lifted up a habitual refreshment and solitary want of the 'furks 
corner of their veils to get a look at us. The population and Arabs. Tlu're are, ordinarily, two rooms, such as 
appeared to us superb ; inen, Avomen, and ebildren, all I have des<n-ibcd. One or two Arabs aro autlioriscMl, 
had the aspect of vigour and of health. The women upon jiaymcnt of a rent to tlie paelia, to perfoj’m tin* 
are very liaiidsoine ; their features, in general, bear a honours of hosjutality, and to sell colfee, and cakes of 
haughty and elevated expression, without a simile of barley flour, to tluM*ara vans. W'lieii tlu’ travelli r ar- 
ferocityv rives at the door of one of tlu'se khans, In? descends from 

We Avere saluted on all sides aa itli an agreeabh* polite- his camel or his liorse, and detaches tho fiiriisv mat or 
ness, and th iiospitalitj of the dwellings avus offered Damascus curpef, w'hich has to serve as his hed ; it is 
UBbyall. We <lecline<l*tlieir kindness, however, and stretched in a corner of the smoky chaniher. IJoTlieu 
continued ascending for about tbree hours prccijiitous seats himself, asks for coffee, liglits Ills )»ipc or his 
paths, winding in tin.' pint! woods. We reaclu'dat lengtli hookah, amllie waits until his slavi's hav(.‘ eullei^fed a 
the concluding crest, white and nak< d, of tho mountains, little dry avo* d to ]>repare his I’epast. His meal consists, 
and the vast horizon of the Syriuii coast stretched generally, of twa> or three cakes, half-baked ou a heattal 
before ns at a single glance. It j>resented a prospect Hint,andofsoin(;])ieeesof bashedmutton, whudi isstoAved 
widely diffi.'reiit fr<»m tliat Avliicli avc had had under our in a brass k<*ttle, Avitli rice. Most freqiK'iitly tliere is 
eyes for some days ; it av.'is like tho rit'w of Naples, seen neither imiltoii nor riee to be bought in tlie klian, and 
from tlie top of Vesuvius, or fiHtin the he ights of Custclla- he contents himself with the cakes, and e\eellent fresh 
mare. The immense expanse of ocean Avas at onr foet, Avater, Avhieh is never wanting in the vicinity of the 
without limits, or only Avith some clouds heaped at the khans. 'J’lu; donu sties, slaves, and inoukres (coiiduetors 
extremity of its waters. Beneath these clouds aac might of camels), Avith the liorsi.'S, remain in th(‘ open air, 
have believt'd wo [urrcciA'od land — the land of ( yprus, round the khan. Tlnu’e is usually some Aveil-knoAMi 
whicli is thirty Iwigues at sea; Mount (’arnud on the cmitenarian tree in tho neighbourlnsul, Avliich serves as 
left ; and oil the right, until all sight was lost, the inter- a <listant beacon to tin* caravan ; it Is oftmiest an im- 
minalde cliain of tlie shores of Beiroiit, Tripolis, .Syria, | mensf? fig-sycamore, a tree whieli I have never seen in 
Latakia, and Alexaiidretta : and in line, confusedly, and ! Eiirop<*. It is as high ns tho largi'.st caiks, and attains 
under the gilded mists of evening, tho gliiP-ring ptaiks ' a greatc-r age than they ; its trunk is signetimos thirty 
of tlie mountains (;f Taurus; hut tlris must lia\e been or foj’ty feet in circunift renee, often murh more; its 
an illusion, for tho distance is oimrnious. Immediatelv braiic)n*s, Avliich coirmu'uce to sfmot out tifteeii or 
from under our foot the mountain liegan to sink ; fir ^twenty feet from the ground, extend hm-izontally, at, 
dow'u tlie rocks, ami the dry heaths of tlie* S'.munit, on > first with an iimmuiso SAV(M>p, but they rise in less 
which wc stood; then the descent ]i(-eoniii.g less ra]/id, enlarged cones, and at a. distance give an itlea of tlie 
it stretched out from hill to bill, hrst over grey rocky ! form »f our fieeelies. Th(^ shade of the*^!.' trees, Avhit’U 
eminences, aft( rwards over tlie dark -gr^en toj)s of pines, j Vrovidence seems to liavir tlirown here and there like 
carobs, and holly-eaks ; tlu n in inoro gentle deelivitif s i a wtdeoming cloud over the burning sand of the desert, 
over the llgliU r and youthful gr<'ei> of planes and j stretches to a great distaneti from the trunk, and it is 
sycamores; linally npjiearcd the liroAvn hills, in i.he not imcommon to sec sixty 4Mmels, or horses, and a-i 
velvet foliage? of 1 lie olive Avood.s. All at last fell 'av. many Arabs, eni'a in pod beneath the .slndter of one of 
and Avas lost in tli.? ii.-na’ow plain wliieli separatCH Le- these trees during tho lieat of the day. But here, as 
banoii from tlie se.'i. There, upon slips of iaiid, Ave .saAv^ everywhere, Ave diseoviu* with r(?gret the carclessiie.ss 
ancient Moorisli towers guarding the shore, and in the of the orimitals, and of their gov(!riiiin'nt. These 
bottom of th^ gulfs, towns e:; hi vgo villages with their trees, which Himuld he [ire.sorved with care, as hotels 
Walls glittering in tl .? su?. .mki tlu ir litth' coves hoi- provided by nature for the necessities of caravans, an? 
lowed in the sands, , liilst th'-ir bai k.-. wei<’ pui I “d dry abanfloned to the stupid indifrerence of those avIioiu 
on siiord, or with sails set Aveie J<, wing or r iii- - lug the tliej shelter; the Arabs light their fires at the foot of 
hilveiLS. Saide, and Beiront < s].( '*ia!ly, enrrotnided tin? .sycamore, and f lie greatest number of these boauti 
by rich plains of olives, of citrons, and •. I inuU.vviea, ful trees iiavc their trunks nil blackened and holloweil 
with tho inioan ts and dome?; of tlieir ioosfjiti.’s, their by tie* ffanu' from these fires. Dur small caravan e.sta- 
and fiattlements, stood out from this CApan.se of bli hod itself heneatli one of tlicse majestic sycamorc?s, 
tints and outli jcs, ane drew tho ehsi'rvation to the Iaa'o aie a4'’o passed tho Jiiglit enveloped in our mantle.s, and 
proj 'le^ jutting into the w.ives. Beyond tin- p! » si'-tclied on a straw -mat, in a corner of the khan. 

the great l.ftlianoii, firokcn by the course f/c/oArrl This morning we left the khan ; and after 

began again to iis<?, first yoilow’ :i,nd gilded some hours’ ri<]o over the vapid sweeps of Lebanon, 
mns of I jostuin, then grey, soiubiM', and we arrived at the bi?autiful villages midway to the coa.st. 
erwarus green and jjttblc, in the region of There, all #ie aspci’ity of the niountaiA disappcai'S, an'i 





marched for two hours in the midst of rising ground, 

. .re pleasing, and better cultivated, than can be ima- 
jined. It resembled Tuscany. Walls of support every 
hero sustain the terraces of soil, where the trees arc 
[itwincd witli vines, casting a shade over the crops of 
11 kinds, without preventing them from . flourishing, 
illages, where every thing announces order, peace, 
ndustry, and wealth, are thickly scattered on the hills ; 
he houses, or rather the castles, of the scheika com- 
nand them, as our Gothic castles formerly frowned 
>ver our small towns. Immense convtMits of Maronitc 
nonks occupy the tops of the eminences, like fortresses. 
The monks are seen issuing out, proceeding with the 
)lough to the fields, or collecting the leaves of the mul- 
)errics. Tlio Arabs, without distinctiou of sex, arc 
)caccably at work in the enclosures, and look at us as 
ve j)a8S, with a smile at our European costumes. The 
icheik, and liis principal servants, are generally seated 
)n a carpet at the door of his castle, or beneath a great 
lycainore in the middle of the road; he smokes his 
)ipe, and gives us a salute, by pressing his hand to his 
leart, and saying to ns, el kacr ^* — May the 

lay be fortunate for you, travellers !”) 

At iiuigth we reach the plain, wliieli wo travci*se 
mder an arch of verdure, formed by long re<Mls, j)alms, 
igs, vines, and mulberries. From time to time, a soli- 
ary house of an Aral), or Gneeo-Syrian cultivafor, 
.ppears in this forest of foliage ; the children play with 
he broad-tailed Syrian sheep, upon the thresholds of 
he doors ; beantilul young girls, with their faces un- 
lovered, bear water-pitcdiers on flu ir heads; and the 
ather and mother work, at the foot of flu; mulberries, 
HI tlioso beautiful silk stufls of a thousand colours, the 
..breads of which tliey athudi from tree to tree, and 
W'eav<', as lljoy walk boiioath the shade. Scotland, 
Saxony, Savoy, Swit/.<'rlaud, ch* not present tl\o tra- 
veller with more .seeiics of <piiet life, peace*, and 
happiness, than are to ht^ se(?n at the loot of Mount 
lu;hanon, whfve we exj^cct to lind nothing hut barba- 
riau.s. 

October t ), — 1 have foimd my wife and child in good 
health, and occujned in emheilishing and adorning our 
wint<u* abode. J lia^ o passed some days with them, 
before departing for J’ah.stiue and Egypt. Ibrahim 
l*acha lias gained a declsivcr victory at 1 loins; he ad- 
vances towards Caramai-ia, and will pass the Taurus, 
tlriving the Turles ludbre him. Ther<5 is no longer any 
disquit‘tu(le as to the traiupiillity and safely of this 
country. I v ill travel with my mind at rest, touching 
all that I hold most dear in life. Our iu*w Beirout 
friejids, Messieurs Bianco, .lorello, J’arren, l.aiirclla, 
A host, arc to provide; in niy uhseiiee for all t he casual- 
ties Aviiich may octuii*. I am about to organise defini- 
tively my caravan, and shall depart as somi as the first 
raijiH liavo lowered tlie temperature of tljirty dtgrees, 
which still prevails on the fciyriaii coast. 


JOURNEY FROM BIMROUT- TflROTT.fi SYRIA 
ANB PALESTINE, TO JERUSALEM.’^ 

October W : three o' dock miheoffcriioun —We mounted 
on horseback, w ith eighteen horses in our train forming 
the caravan, W<* slept at a khan, ihr<.*c homV marcli 
from Beirout, on the .same route as that already de- 
scribed on our. visit to Lady .stanhope. On the foHow- 
ing day, departed at three in the morning; at live, 

* [Palestine, or the Hop, Land, forms only .. rortinn of Syria, 
ft consists of a stripe of land, lying betwixt the ai.d IJCtli 
Jegrees of north latitude, .'iud liaving tho MeditorraiU.m Sra on 
the we.st, and tho river .Iordan on the east. The land of PJdom 
md Egypt are on the soiitli. The length of tlio country is from 
two to three hundred miles, and its breadth about lifty. It will 
t>o observed, that M. do Lamartine begins liis journey at Beirout, 
in the northern nuarler of the country, and proccods so '-hwaids 
along tho coast to Jerusalem, but making, wlicn half Avay, an 
Inland oxcursiou to Nazareth and Lake of Galilcc.J 


crossed the river Tamonr, the ancient Tamyrls • rose* 
laurels in flower on the banks. Followed the strand^ 
on wliich the foam of the waves' washed over the feet 
of our horses, as far as Saide, the aucient Sidon, still a 
fine shadow of the destroyed town, of which even tho 
very name is lost — no relic of its past grandeur. A 
circular jetty, formed of enormous rocks, surrounds a 
dock, choked with sand, and some iishennen, witli their 
children wading in the water, push into the sea a boat 
without masts or sails, the sole maritime feature of this 
second queen of ocean. At Saidc, we dismount at the 
French khan, an immense palace for our ancient com- 
merce in Syria, where our consuls united the natives 
of all countries under the standard of France. There 
is no longer any commerce, no longer any Frenchmen ; 
there only remains at .Saidc, in the vast deserted khan, 
an old and respectable agent of Franco, M. Giraudin, 
who has lived there for fifty years in the midst of hia 
truly oriental family, and who received us as a travel- 
ling countryman is always received, in a land where 
ancient hospitality is jireserved in full integrity. We 
dined, and slept for some liours with this e.xcellent 
family ; hospitality is sweet thus accorded, unexpiictedly 
and lavishly bestowed ; water for washing ollered by 
tho sons of thi^ house ; the mother, and the wives of the 
SOILS, attending on tlun'r fi.’i.'t to the arrang(‘ineiits of the 
repa.st. At four o’clock, niouuled on our horses, 
escorteil by the son.s and friends of the family of 
Giraudin; the exercise t>f the djerid performed by 
one of them seated on a superb Ar;»b horse; two hours 
from Said(-‘, adieus and acknow’letigiiitiits. Marched 
two liours more, and slept boncatli our tents at a de- 
lightful foimtaiii on the sea coast, iianuid El Kantara, 
A gigantic tree uviu’shadowcd the whole caravan ; a 
dedieions garden descended to the very waves of the 
sea; an immense caravan t)f camels spread around us 
in the same li( Id. Night under the tent; neighing of 
tlie horses, cries of the eaniels, smoke of tlie ev(‘ning 
firoB, traiisparmt glimmer of the lanqi through tlie 
streaked cloth of tho tent. Thoughts of the tranquil 
life, of tho iiresido of home, of distant fri« ‘luls, eonio 
across the brow*, whilst reposing uneasily, and in burn- 
ing heat, upon the sa<ldle; wliieli si'rve ? for a pillow. 
In the morning, whilst the numkres and slavi’s hridlo 
the horsc.s, two or three Aral)s ilraw' up tijc stakes of 
the tent ; tlicy knock away tho pole wliicli .siqiports 
it; it fall«, and tho wid*^ expanding sails which eovert:d 
a whole family of travellers, slido and fall to tho ground 
into a .small heap of canvas.s, wliieli a camel-driver puts 
under his arm, and hangs to tlie sadille; of Ills mule, 
fhorc simply remains iqiou the vacant spot wlicro we 
Avero just now ostahlished, as if in a j)erinaiiont a)>odo, 
an .abandoned fire, Avhieli is yet smoking, and quickly 
expires in tho beat of the sun; — a veritable, striking, 
and living image of lil'e, frequently employed in the 
Bible, and Avhieh always h.i-s a poAverful ettect upon 
me, wheneA'cr it is presented to my ohserA^ation. 

Departed fri.m Kantara before daylight. Sealed sonic 
dry uiul rocky eminenc(3s advancing into the si'a as pro- 
montories. Fr«un the top of the last and highest of 
these hills, we S(‘c 'ryre, which appears at the termi- 
nation of its long and sterile hank. Between the sea 
and the concluding liclghtsof Lebanon, Avhich here fall 
Avitli a rapid descent, there stretches a plain about 
eiglit leagues long and one or two broad ; the plain is 
uaked, yollow', and taivored with ]n’iekly shrubs, on 
Avliieh flic camels of the caravan browse as lh(\v pa^s. 
A peninsula juts into the sea, separated ^’om the eo i- 
tineiit by a causcAA’ay, covered Avith a glittering sand, 
brought by the winds of Egypt. Tyre, at presiait callt d 
Sour by tho Arabs, is placc<l on lh(j sliurpest extremity 
of this promontory, and appeal's to rise from tlui Avaves 
themsidves : at a distaiiec you would call it a handsome, 
ncAv, Avhite, and lively toAvn, looking on the sea ,* but it 
is only a heautifiii shadoAV Avhich vani.sbes on draAving 
near. A few hundred crumbling and alnuLst deserted 
houses, in Avhich the Arabs collect at ('veiling tin.: larg® 
flocks of sheep and bhieU goats, with long hanging cars, 
Avhich defile before you in the plain ; — such is the Tyro 
of to-dny ! She lias no longer u harbour in tlie seas, or 
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a road on the land : the prophecies are long ago accom- 
plished upon her. 

We journeyed in silence, occupied in contemplating 
this wrech and dust of enipiro which we trampled on. 
We followed a path in the middle of the lands of Tyre, 
between the town and the gr(n’ nalced liills which 
Lebanon throws to the edg(i of the plain. Wo came 
opposite tlie lon'ii, and reached a Iiillock of sand which 
seems at present to form its sole l)iilwarlc, whilst it is 
overwhelming it. 1 tlioiight on the j>ro|)li(>cies, and 1 
tasked iny memory for some of tlie eloquent menaces 
W’liich the divine sj>irit si^oke by Ezekiel. I found them 
not ill words, but 1 foniul them in the deplorable reality 
which 1 Jiad before my Some verses of my owai, 

thrown off at hazard ou leaving France for the East, 
alone occurred to my recollection. 

I have not heard the nations’ cries ascend, 

Anil call resj)onscs from the cedars old, 

JSnv seen high Lebanon’s God-sent eagles bond 
Their flight ou Tyre, emblems of wrath foretold. 

I had before me the black Lebanon ; but my imagina- 
tion has deceived me, thought I to myself: 1 sec neither 
the eagles nor the vultures, which ought, in order to 
fulfil tlie propliecies, to ile.sccnd incessantly from the 
mountains to devour this corpse of a lown reproved by 
(.Jod, and tlie enemy of his people. At the moment I 
was making this reflection, some large, strange, and 
motionless object appeared to our lefr on the top of a 
perpendicular ruck which aih anci'd into the plain, even 
to the route fur (raraviins. It was like five statues of 
black stone, placed on tlu? rock, us ou a piMlestal ; but 
from some almost insensible movements in these colossal 
figures, wo beb.-ved, as we approached, that they w'oro 
five Bedouin Arabs, clad in tlieir black goat-skins, who 
stood on this height to sei* ns pass. At length, when 
we ivere only fifty st<?ps from the rock, we saw one of 
these five objects expand liis wide wings, and llap them 
against liis sidiis with a noise like that of a sail s(‘t to 
the wind. We distinguished them as five eagh's. of the 
largest kind J liatl ever si'cn on the Alps, or chained in 
tlie menageries of our cities. 'Miey did not fly away., 
or bestir themselves as w-e drew near; planted like 
kings of tfte desert on the edge of the rock, tlu‘y looked 
down upon 'J'yrc as tJieii* appanage, whither they were 
about to return. They seemed to pos.sess it of right 
divine ; instruments of a command w’liicli they enforced, 
of a prophetic veng(?aiice w hich they were commissioned 
to accomplish towards man, and in spite of man. 1 could 
not tire myself with tlic contemplation of this prophecy in 
action, this miraculous verification of the divine threats, 
of wliich eliaiico rendered us the w’itnes.ses. Never had 
anything more .supernatural struck tlni.s vividly my siglit 
and Illy spirit ; and it required an effort of my reason not 
to behold, behind tin* five gigantic eagles, the. lofty and 
terrible figuiv of the poet of vengoanciq Ezekiel, rising 
above tbein, and poiining out to them with liis eye ami 
finger tlie city wliieli Lod gave them to devour, wliilst 
the storm of illvine anger shook liis .‘^lowy .streaming 
board, and tiie fire of eeJcstial wrath sliot from hi.s rycn. 
We stood when forty paces off*; the (eagles just turned 
their heads, and east a disdainful look upon ns ; but. at 
last two of our troop left the caravan, and rnslicd b . a 
gallop, musket in ha mi, to the very foot of the rock ; 
still they Hew not. Some sliots wilii bali caused them 
heavily to rise, but they j- jtnnied, ami hovered for a 
Jong time over our Ik’sius, without being reached by our 
ball8,’'ifw'if they bad said to i’-.-, “ Von can do notJuug; 
-e are the eagle.s of tie. Almighu T* 

Xwai. then assured that poetic ii:mginati< i ba.l .sug- 
gested to me the eagles of Tyre :,h less rival, beau- 
tiful, and less .sublime than tl.ey were ij; fact, and 
that there is in tljo larn.v dirinior of poeP , even of the 
most ol scuns some ^lortioii of that divining and pro- 
pheiio instinct wliich .speak.s the truth without knowing 
it* 

ed at uooii, after a march of seven hours, 
of the Tyrian plain, at a plaet' called the 
ptnon. All travellers liavede,ser*bed them ; 


j they are three reservoirs of clear and running water, 
which springs, as by enchantment, from a flat, parched, 
and sandy soil, two miles from Tyre. Each of these 
reservoirs h artificially elevated about tw'cnty feet above 
the level of the plain, and is filled to the very bi’im, the 
water perpetually running over the sides, and by tho 
current it forms giving motion to tho wheels of mills. 
By aqueducts, lialf ancient, half modern, the water is 
conveyed to Tyre, giving a fine effect to the landscape. 
It is said that Solomon caused those three w'ell.s to bo 
constructed, as a recompeiiso to Tyre and its king, 
Hiram, for the service.^ wdiicli he had received from its 
marine and artists in the building of tlui temple. Hiram 
liad convoyed the marbles arul cedars i)f Lebanon. 

These immense wells are each from sixty to eighty 
foot in circuinferenco ; their depth is unknown, and in 
one of them no bottom is found. No one has ever dis- 
covered by w hat mysterious channel the watin* of the 
m(mntain.s is drawn there. There i.s every rca.son to 
believe, on examining them, that they are vast arte.sian 
wells, invented long before their re-invention by the 
modern.s. 

Departed at five oV’loek from tlie ^^'’ells of .Solomon ; 
marched two hours in the jilaiii of Tyre, and arrived 
at night at the foot of a liigli perpendieiilar mountain 
on.tb(.‘ sea, wliich fonn.s tlie Cape of ifaz-el-.Abiad. 'i’he 
moon was rising above the dark peak of J.aibanoii to our 
left, but not high enough to illiimiiKi its sides ; .she fell 
upon some prodigious bloek.s of w hite roek, on w hich her 
light glared like a flame on marble, leaving us in the 
shade; these rocks, far advanced into the sea, broke 
the sparkling foam, and showered it over us ; tln^ dull, 
periodical .sound of the heavy wave against the c!q)e 
was heard alone, and it sliook at every stroke the nar- 
row riilge on W'hich w’e were toiling, Hiisjieiided iqjoii 
the edge of the precipice. yU a distance the .si‘a. shono 
like an enoriiioiis sheet of silver, and Jiere and theri* 
some lowering cape jutted into its bosom, or a dia-p 
cavern struck into tin? indented sides of the monntuiii ; 
the plain of 'Tyro stretched behind us ; it W'as yet dis- 
tinguishable by its l’ring(*s of yellow glittering sand, 
which marked its onilines between s<‘a and land. 'I'yro 
was seen throwing its shadow over the extremity of the 
promontory, and by a (dianee, doubtless unusual, :i light 
w'as glimnuTiug on its ruins, v.'hieh at a distama* might 
be taken for a be^acoii : but it wa.s the beacon of solitude 
and desolation, giii«Iing no vessel in her course, and 
ajipearing and drawdiig our eyes only to a glance of pity 
over its ruins. 'I’liis route along the precipice, w ith all 
the varied, solemn, and suhliim* aecoTn]);iuiments of the 
night, the moon, and the yawning abysses, etuitiiun^d 
for about an Iiour — one of tlie liours the most strongly 
imprinted on iiiy memory that (iod lias [MTinitteil me to 
coiiternplate on earth! A sublimo portal for to-mor- 
row’s entry into tho land of niiraele.s! — into that land 
of testimony, yet all-ijiiprossed with tlie traces of tho 
old and new di.spensations from Lod to man ! 

On descending from the heights of this cape, W'o had 
the sar. e view w'hiidi bad struck u.s on sealing llieni ; 
precipices equally lofty, .sonorous, vvln'tiMied witii foam, 
and diversific<l witli vast ieilges of living rock, yawned 
boneidih our feet and before our eyo.s ; the sc'a broke 
with the same ringing echo wdiieh accompanied ns the 
whole length of the stormy coast of Syria, as the ancient 
IL.brew poet.s call it ; tho moon, further advanced in 
the lirmamont, lighted nj) more vividly tliis scene, at 
once tumultuous and solitary. Tho vast plain of Ftole- 
niais .stretched bel'oro ns. It was nine o’clock, in an 
October evening ; oiir borKSCs, exliaustcd by a journey 
of tliirteeu hours, slowly dragged their hiet ovm* the 
.sharp and .shining rocks, whicli form the only roads in 
Syria, iircgular .stepping-stones on whicli we should not 
dare to risk any animal in Europe ; we ourselvtjs, over- 
come with w'earincs.s, and overawed with the grandeur 
of the spectacle and the imperishable reeolleetions of 
the fhy, walked in silence ou foot, holding our horses 
by ti'^* bridle, and casting our eyes .sometimes upon that 
sea whicli we Jiad to cross to behold again our own 
rivers arul our own mountains, and sonietinies on the 
black and lofty peak of Mount Canncl, w hich began to 
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be delineated on the remotest skirts of the horizon. 
We arrived at a species of khan, that is to say, at a 
little house, half destroyed, where a poor Arab culti- 
vates some figs and gourds in the clefts of the rocks, 
hesuio a fountain ; the building was octMipie<l by camed- 
drivers from Naplous, carrying corn into Syria for the 
army of Ibrahim. The founUiin was tainted by the 
autumn heats. We nevertheless pitched our tents upon 
a soil covered with round loose stones ; w'c made fast 
our horses to the stake, and we drank with moderation 
a few mouthfuls of the fresh water which remained in 
our jars from the Wells of Solomon. Between the pkiin 
of Tyrci and the foot of tlie mountiiins, water begins to 
get s(?arce ; the fountains are from live to six hours* 
distance from each other ; and often wdien you .arrive, 
you only find in the bed of the spring a dry and heated 
trough, which bears the foot-marks of the camels and 
goats which have last drunk at it. 

On the 11th, W'e struck our tents by the light of a 
thousand stars, which were rellect(‘(i in the w’aves 
.stretched .-it our feet. Wo deseciiided for yet an hour 
the last declivities wdiicli form the Cape of Raz-el- Abiad, 
and w'c entered tlio plain of Acre, the ancient Ptolemais, 

'J'lio recent siege of Acre by Ibrahim Pacha had 
2 ’educcMl tlie town to a heap of ruins, under which ten 
or.twelve thousand slain were buried, with myriads of 
camels. 1 braliiin, being victorious, was eager to place 
his importniit conrjuest beyond the reach of fortune, 
;ind iinniediately began to rebuild the w’alls and liouses 
of Acre.* Every day, hnndre<ls of dead bodies, half 
<‘onKumc(l, were dug out of the ruins ; the putrid exha- 
iutions, the heaps of corpses, had corrupted the air of 
the whohi i)lain. We passed as far as possilile from the 
walls, and proceedijd until mid-day, halting at the Arab 
village of the Waters of Acre, in an orchard of pome- 
granates, tigs, and mnlbcrries, close to tlie inills of the 
r.acha. At fivtj o’clock w'o r(‘siimed, to roacli an en- 
eainpment, in an olive wood, on the top of the first 
hills of (laiili'c. 

On the PJtli we commi'iiced our nuircli w Ilh the first 
<lawn of day ; w’o cleared a liill planted with olives and 
holly-oaks, scattered in groups, or under the brow’sing 
t(‘(‘th of goats and camels decreased to briars. When 
we wer<^ on the other side of tlie hill, the Holy Land, 
tlie laiul of (Canaan, appeared in all its i?xteiit before 
IIS. It was graial, .agi’ceable, and imposing prospect, 
it was not that naked, rocky, and sterile land, that hive 
of mean ami scraggy mountains, wdiieli is pictured to iis 
as the promised land on tin- tU’tMlit of prejiuiiced writers, 
or of travellers l»nrrie<l in their descriptions, who, of the 
immense and varied <l<>iuaiuH of the twelve tribes, have 
only perceived the rocky path which leads from Jaffa to 
Jerusalem. l)f!C(‘ived i)y them, 1 expected only wliat 
they described, namely, a confined country, void of 
l>Iains, trees, and w ater ; a land eiienmbered with w hitc 
or grt^y hilloi?ks, where llu* Aral) robber conceals biin- 
sell in the shade of ra vines to despoil passengers. Such 
is perhaps the route from Jeriisuleni to .Jaffa. But 
liere w-as'.Judea, such as we behold it, tlie first day, from 
the heights w'hich skirt the plain oi' Htolmnais, such as 
we afterwards found it on the other side of the liills of 
Zabulon, beside Nazareth, aiul at the foot f>f the Mounts 
Hermou and Carmel; such as w’c, traversed throughout 
its extent, and in all its variety, from the eiiiiiicnces 
which command 'IVrc and Sidon, as far as laike Tibe- 
rias, and from Mount Tabor to the liills of Samaria and 
Naplous, and from there to tlu; very w'alls of Sion. First 
betore us was the plain of Zabulon ; we w’ore standing 
between two gently rising undulations, scarcely fit to 
b<‘ design.'ited as hills; the hollow between tlnuu diving 
before ns formed tlie road we had to follow. This road 
was marked by the traces of camels who Iiave trod its 

* fAcro 18 the ihicf sca-port in Syria, and has about IG.lKK) in- 
habitants. As a fortification, it has endured a number of sieges, 
one of %vhich was by the French, and y.rovod unsuccessful, in 
float lies the bay of Aero, from tlio shore of which rises VIoiiiit 
t^arinol. At the base of the mountain stands tin; small ti/am of 
t-|aypha, and at a short distance to the cast the bay reoelvea the 
river Makattain, known in Scripture as “ the brook Kishon.”] 


duKfr for four thouBand years, and by the broad deep 
holes which their heavy feet, al ways falling on the same 
spot, have worn in the chalky and brittle rock, which 
continues invariably the same from the Tyrian capo to 
the first sands of the Tivhian desert. To our right, 
and to our left, the round sides of the two hills were 
shaded every twenty steps by thickets of varied shrubs, 
which never lose tlieir leav(\s ; at a less distance, trees 
with knotty trunks, and strong interwoven branches, 
spread their motionless and sombre foliage. The 
greater part were holm-oaks of a particular .spocic.s, the 
stem of wdiich i.s thinner and straighter than the Kuro- 
pean oaks, and their velvety circular leaves are not 
notched like those of the common oak. The carob, the 
turpentinc-trce, and more rarely the palm and syca- 
more, contributed to the clotliing of these hills. 1 am 
not aeipiainted with the name of the other trees : some 
liad tlic foliage of pines and cedars ; others, and they 
w'cre the most bc.aiitifiil, resembled immense willd^vs in 
the colour of their bark, the bi'aiity of tlieir foliage, and 
the delicate yellow^ tints of their leavers ; but they far 
surpassed them in extent, growtli, and elevation. The 
most numerous caravans can colloet around their co- 
lossal trunk, and encamp w ith tlieir camels and baggage 
beneath their shade; in the w^ide and fnvpicnt spaces 
which these different trees loft naked on the siJ()s of the 
hills, ridges of whitish, or oftener of blnish-grey rock, 
stood out from tlie soil, like the vigorous muscles of a 
strong-built human frame, which grow more promiin'iit 
in advanced ago, and si^em as if tlicy would jiim’cethe skin 
which envoi's them ; but between these ridges or blocks 
of rock, a black, light, and deep soil v(>getated without 
intermission, and would liavc produced wheat, barley, 
and maizewitb the slightest husbandry, instead of forests 
of thorny liramblcs, wild pomegranates, .Jericho roses, 
and jirodigions thistles, tlui stems of which rose as high 
as the head of a camel. Wlum you see one of these 
hill.s such as J liave <loscril)od, you liavo seen them all, 
so far as form is concerned, and the imagination can 
picture tluMi* effect when they arc met in deseriptions 
of the scenery of the Holy Jjaiid. \\"e journeyed then 
hetwux'n tw'o of these? liills, and we began again a gentle 
descent, leaving the sea and the jilain of J^toiemais 
behind us, when wo perci ived the first plain iy the kind 
of Canaan — it was the plain of Zabulon, the garden of 
the tribe of that name. 

Before ns, on both sides, tlio two hills wdiich w'o had 
ju.st fravi rsed separated in graceful and similar cuiwes, 
like two exhausted waves, wiiich gently sink and divide 
ill unison before the prow of a vessel. The space w'hieh 
intervened between tliem, and wliieli gradUially enlarged, 
seemed like a eivjok, which the plain hollowed in the 
mountains ; this creek, or gulf of h‘vel .and f(?rtile land, 
soon I'xpaiided into a larger vjilliy ; and whcia* the two 
liills, w'hieh still skirted it, absolutely died away', tho 
valley stretched, and was lost in an almost oval plain, 
the two sharp extremities of wdiicli sank nudor tho 
shadow of two other rows of hills. This plain might be, 
at an eyev.s view, a league and a half broad, and three 
or four leagues ^ong. From t he height on w'hich w e 
were placed, at the opening of tlie liills of Acre, our 
eyes fell naturally upon it, involuntarily followed its 
w'aving sinuosities, and penetrated the narrowest hollow's 
W'hich it scoo])ed in the roots of tho mountains which 
bounded it. On tho left, the lofty, gilded, and indented 
tops of Lebanon cast their pyramidal forms on the dai’k 
blue of tho morning sky ; on the right, the hill on which 
j we sUiod rose insensibly as it left us, and, joining itself 
as it were to other hills, formed divers elevated groups, 
of wliieh SOUK* w'ere arid and fruitless, and others w'tre 
covered with olives and Jigs, bearing on their summits 
a Turkish village, the wdiite minaret of which contrasted 
strongly with the dark colonnade of cypresses, wdiich 
almost every where i nvelopes tho Moslem mosque. In 
front of us, the horizon which hounded the plain 
Zabulon, stretching tliree or ioiir leagiu's before us, 
ibriiied a perspective of bills, nioiintainH,an(l valley.s, of 
sky', light, shade, and vapours, ai'rango<l in such a 
harmonious colouring and outline, cant in .such happy 
compcsitioii, linked in such graceful proportions, and 





Varied with effects so different, that I could not di*aw 
toy eyes away ; and, finding nothing in my recollections 
of the. Alps, of Italy, or of Greece, to which I could 
GOtoparo this magical blending, I exclaimed, ‘‘It is 
a Poussin, or a Claude Lorrain !” Nothing in fact could 
equal the majestic sweetness of this prospcMit of Canajin, 
but the pencil of the two painters to whom the divine 
genius of nature lias rov(?alcd her beauties. Wo shall 
only find this concourse of the grand and the soft, the 
energetic and the grut'oful, the j)ieluj’esquc and the 
rich, in the imaginary landscapes of these two groat 
men, or in the inmiitable country which we had before 
us, and which the hand of the great and supremo 
master had himself designed and coloured for the habi- 
tation of a pastoral and innocent people. At the foot 
of the mountains, about half a league in the plain, an 
eminence, entirely detached from the surroimdiiig hills, 
rose from the ground like a natural pedestal, intended 
by nature to hear a fortified town. Its sides rose 
almost perpendicularly from the. level of the plain to 
the very summit of tliia mouTitain-altar ; they resembled 
exactly the ramparts of a fortification, traced and 
erected by the liands of mc;n. '.riie summit itself, 
inwStead of being uneven an<l round, like the tops of all 
the other hills and mountains, was levelled and Hat, us 
if on purpose to l)ear sonietliing with which it shouhl ho 
crowned, when the people came I'ui* whose abode it was 
destined. 

In all the charming plains of llu' land of Canaan, I 
have since again seen these same OTnineiiees in tht? form 
of quadrangular or oblong altars, evidently intendeil 
to protect the primitive dwellings of a timid and weak 
nation ; and tlioir destination is so well pourtrayed in 
their isolated and strange form, that tlieir extent alone 
prevents oin deceiving ourselves, and believing that 
they havo been rai.se(l by tlic ]>eople as llio sit<;s of 
towns. But could so small a nation have ever elevate<i 
«o many citadels of land, so enormous that the armies 
of Xerxes could not have heaped up one of them ? To 
whatever belief credit may bo attached, we must la* 
blind not to see a special and providential, or, if you 
will, a natural, destination in these fortresses, reared at 
tlie op(.‘nings and the tormination.s of almost all the 
plains of Galilee and Judea. Behind this cmimuice, on 
wiiieh the imagination may roconstruct, without «iiHi- 
culty, an ancient town, with its walls, hastit)iis, and 
towers, the hills began to mount gradually from the 
plain, Ijcaring in black and grey spots on their sides 
clusters of olives and holm-oaks. Between these hills, 
and the more lofty and frowning rnonntain.s of wdiieh 
they foniied tlio ])asos, and which towered majestically 
abeno them, doubtless some tori'cnt foamed, or the 
wateivs of soiiKi d(a?p lake evaporated in the iirst iieats 
of the morning sun, for a white and Iduish vapour liung 
over the vacant space, and gently hid, as if to make 
vanish, the liigher range of mountains behind thi.s Iran- 
spareiit curtain, through wliich the rays of the sun 
Btrearnod. i’anher, and high* r a third chain of 
moimtains, enveloped in a ))erA?ct gloom, ro.se in eiren- 
lar and niic*(|ual peaks, and gave to Tlie whole of this 
dtdightful landscaix^ tliat aspect of majesty, energy, ajid 
snhjimity, w'hi«‘h should be always found in every tiling 
that is beautiful, either as an element ora contrast. 
From point to ])oiut thi.s thiisl chain was broken, and 
permitted to ilio j'oiiv(^ vi.shm i n extension 

ov(ir a vast space (/ silvery sky, sprinkled wiMi 
clouds ligh.tly touehe-l v. .tb vermilion: anJ behind this 
magnificent atnjdiitiieati-! , tu. three ridges of the 
distant Lebanon can- • out ' k ■ adsf j •■*d ]»:■ iiiontories 
upon the arch of h. aven ; luid iho first to icteh the 
luminous darts of tlie early ray-; ..f the sun aho'. * them 
appeared t.) transparent, that\se l-ii.. A. d we sec 
the light of th(' iirniament ilu;y liid f] ,,r us trembling 
through them. .Add to this spectach*, tlie serene expanse 
of t:ic heo ' f'iis, and the purrness of tin* liglit, and the 
force of the shades winch charaeb li.sonn Asiatic atmo- 
sphere ; Bcattcr in the idain a ruoied kliuo, long ro\vv 
reddish cows, of white camel.^, of black goats, going , 
with alow steps to seek the scarce hut limpid and 
Ting water ; figure to yourself a few Arab horse- 1 


men, mounted on their light Coursers, and scouring 
along the plain, glittering in their silvered arms and 
scarlet clothing, and n’oups of women, from the neigh- 
bouring villages, clacY in their long sky-blue tunics, a 
broad white siish, with the ends trailing on the ground, 
and a blue turban, ornamented with little fillets of 
Venetian sequins — add here and there on the hill-Hides 
Turkish and Arab hamlets, with walls of the colour of 
roelc, and houses without roofs, confounded with tlio 
rocks t>f the hill itself ; cdouds of azure smoke rising 
from interval to interval between the olive and cypress 
trees which surround these villages; stones scooped 
like troughs (tho tombs of the patriarchs), heads of 
granite columns, and sculptured capitals, scattered 
aroiiud the fountains beneath your horse’s feet — con- 
ceive all this, and you will havo the most exact and 
faithful idea of the delicious plain of Zabulon, of that 
of Nazareth, and of that of Sepnora, and of Tabor. Sucli 
a land, repeopled with a young and Jewish nation, cul- 
tivated and w'atercd by irit(;lligt?nt industry, fructified by 
a tropical sun, producing spontaneously all the plants 
necessary or agreealilo to man, from the sugar-cane 
and tho banana to the vine and tho grain of temperate 
climates, to tho cedar and ]>ino of tho Alps — such a 
land, say I, would still be that of promise at the pn;- 
soiit day, if ITovidenco should restore to it a race of 
peo| Io, and a cojidition of repo.se and liberty. 

From tho plain of Zabulon, wo psissed over gently 
rising liills, more sandy than tho first, to the village of 
Sejiliora, the Sepliora of the Scripture.s, the ancient 
Diocesana.oF the Romans, tlio largest town in Fale.stine, 
after Jerusalem, in the time of llorod Agrlp}»a. 

A great uumbm* of blocks of .stone, cut for tombs, 
marked for us the route to tlio top of the eminonco mi 
which Sepliora was placed ; at tin.' concluding heiglit 
W'as an i.solatt‘d cohnnu of granite, yi?t standing and 
]utinting out tlie site of a temple ; beautifully sculptiin‘(l 
capitals lay^ on tho ground at the foot of the eolunm, 
and immense pieci's of carv<.Hl stone, raisi.-d for some 
great Roman monument.^, were thick around, and sewed 
us houndnriijs to the fields of the Arabs, asfarasamilo 
from Scjdiora, where we stopped to lialt during tho 
nikhllo of the day. A fountain of oxe(;ilerit and ine.\- 
hanstiblo water Hows th(*re for tlio inhabitants of twd 
or three vnlh' vs ; it i,s .suiToundi'd by orehards of fig 
and pornegraiiato trees, and we seateil ourselve.s be- 
neath their sliade, and w'aitcul more tlian an hour hi'fore 
we could water our earavan, so great was the eoncourso 
of cows and camels whieli the pastoral Arabs broiiglit 
there from all parts of the valley ; countless strings of 
bla<*k goats, and of cows, stirred up tho plain, and the 
I hill.s wJiieh ri.so towards Nazareth. , 

J. lay ilowii, wrajipod up in iny niaMtle, under llio 
.shade of ii fig-tree, a short distance fivnn tlu' fountain, 
and contemjilated, bu’ a long time, this scene of ancient 
days. Our liorses weni standing thickly about ns, their 
foot siiackled, their Turkish saddles on tlieir baek.s, 
their heads lowered and .s»‘oking tlio shadoof their own 
drooping manes ; our arms, silbre.s, innsket.s, pistols, 
wore suspended above our heads, on the branches of the 
pumi'graiiates and lig.s. Some Bedouin Arab.s, covered 
with a single piece of stuff w ith black and white stripes, 
were seated in a circle not far from ns, and i^yoing ns 
with the aspect of plundi'rers. The woiumi of Sepliora, 
clothed (‘xactly like the wives of Abraham and Isaac, 
with a blue tunic, hound at the middle of tlie body, and 
the swelling folds of anotlnT white tunic falling grace- 
fully over tlie blue one, bore upon their bluo-turhaiKMi 
head.s empty pitelier.s, lying on their side.s, or carried 
them full and straight np, supporting them with their 
hands like the. cariatides of the Acropolis. Some girls, 
in tin; same costume, were wjishing at the fountain, and 
kmghiug as they scrulinised ns. Others clad in richer 
garments, ainl their heads covered with fillets of piastres 
or L'iddcn secinlns, were dancing tinder a largo poine- 
gr Mjiite tree, at some distance from tho fountain, anJ 
i.’oiii us; their gentle and slow dance was nothing hid* 
a monotonous round, accompanied from time to tiinG by 
some artle8.s but not ungraceful steps. Woman 
been created graceful j maimers and costumes 
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alter in her that charm of beauty and of love whicli 
every where hangs upon and displays lier. These Arab 
women were not veiled, lD;o all those whom we had 
hitherto seen in the cast, and their features, though 
slightly tutooed, had a delicacy and regularity which 
distinguished them from the Turkish race. ^I'hcy con- 
tiniK'd dancing and singing all tho tiino of our halt, 
and did not appear oftended at the curiosity we evinced 
towards their movements, songs, and costumes. We 
were told that they were collecrted there, ex{)ectiiig the 
marriage-presents which a young Arab was gone to 
buy at Iskvzaretli, for one of the daughtei’S of Sophora, 
his hriilo. la fact, we met tho presents on tho road the 
same day ; they consisted of a sieve to sift the flour, 
and separate it from tho bran, a piece of cotton clotli, 
and a j)iece of richer stuff*, to malui a robe for the bride. 

This day commenced in me new and entirely difle- 
r(!Ut iiTipressions from those with which my journey 
Jiad hithi‘i*to inspij’od me. I had journeyed witli my 
eyes, thought, and understanding ; 1 had never journeyed 
witli the soul and tho lieart as on reaching the land of 
])rodigios, the landof Jehovah, and of (■hrist ! — the land, 
all tlu! designations of which had been thoiisantls of 
tiiiKiS lisped by my childisli lips, all the ideas of which 
had first givtui eolour to my young and tendiT imagi- 
nation ; the land from wliich had llowed to me at a later 
dah ‘, the lessons aii<l eonsolationsof a n'ligioii the second 
soul to our own. i felt within nu) ns if something till 
now cold and dead was wjirmed and reariiinatcd ; J felt j 
W’liat we all feel on recognising, amongst a thousand j 
unknown strange ia(?os, the countenance of a. beloved 
inothcr, sist('r, or wife ! — wbat we feel on leaving the 
street to enter a ti'inple — a feeling of meditation, of 
mildness, of irdenial joy, of tenderness, and of consola- 
tion, which we liavo noiilii're else. The leinplo was, 
for me, this country of the Bibie and the, (lospcl, into 
wliicli I just put my st(;ps. T prayed to (lod in 
silence, in the s'.ecn'<‘y of thought ; I. gave tliaiiksto him i 
for 1 laving granted that 1 should live long enough to 
cast rny i-yes upon tlie sanctuary of the Holy Land ; 
and IVoin tins day, during all the rest of iny journey in 
tliidea, tJaiilci', and I’ulcstinc, tho material poetic im- 
pri'ssions which I received ironi tho ajipearancos and 
till' names of places, wero mingled with a more lively 
sentiment of \c iieration and love, and also of remeni- 
hrance. My jonrin y frerjiiently Ix'came a prayin* ; and 
tl:i^ two enthusiastic eniotionM, the most natural to iiiy 
mind, that for naturi', and flint for its author, were 
roused within me almost every monilng as fr«‘sli ami 
vivid, a.s if so many scorching and withering years hud 
not di'ied ami exlia.nst<‘d them in my hosoni. I felt 
that J was agajii a. man, when ajipeuring before the 
shadow of the t *od of niy jo'Uth ! < hi visit ing tho jdaces 
consecrated hy one of those mysterious ex nts which 
have changoil the face of tin^ earth, wo experience 
something similar to wbat is felt by the traveller who 
ascends ibi^ course of a vast river, like the Ni!<^ or tlu 
Hangj's, ^lo discover and •onti'uijiiato it at its hid«leu 
and unknown source ; it seemed to me .liso, as I scaled 
tho last Iiills whieh se])aratod mo from ?Un':areth, that 
I was going to ponder, at its mysterious source, on that 
great and fruitful religion, win h two thon.saud years 
ago worked its bed in the nniver.se, and has rcfri’slied 
so many mortal gmu ratious with it,^ pure and life-bo- 
stowiiig waters! 'riuT«' was the source, in Mie hollow 
of that rock which ( ground 1 nioath my feet; that hill, 
the last steps of whicli 1 was clearing, had borne on its 
[sides tho Saviour, the Idh*, the Light, and the Hope of 
tho woi’ld ; it wa.s tliere, at some steps from me, that the 
human modtd had taken birth amongst nun, to draw' 
them, by bis word aiul ex.nnple, from liu; v*e, an of error 
and corruption in which the human r.Hce was i**cmu-.s<xl. 
If I eonsideri'd the matter as a philosoplicr, i+ vas the 
pttarting point of the greato.st event which has ever ,'igi- 
MEited the moral and ])oiitical world — tin event the inilii- 
Btoco of which alone imparts any remnant of inovi naoit 
Md of vitality to tho intellectual ^orlU ! It was Miorc 
|pat the most exalted, tin; most justi^Sie most w’iso,aiid 
Be most virtuous of all men, had w?ideii from ob licurity, 
pi^sory, and ignorance ; there wiW|^jp cradle, there the 
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theatre of Ids actions, and affecting sermons ! From 
there he Iwl issued forth yet young, with some obscure 
and ignorant men, upon whom ho had engrafted the 
confidence of his genius and tho courage of hismittsion, 
to proceed with foreknowledge to denounce an order of 
ideas and things not strong enough to resist him, but 
strong enough to procure his death! From there, 
said 1, he went forth with confidence to vanquish death, 
and the universal empire of posterity ! From there had 
llowed Christianity, an obscure spring, a drop of water 
invisible in tho hollow of the rock of Nazareth, with 
which tw'o passengers could not liave slaked their thirst, 
which a ray of the sun could have drained, and w'hich 
at present, like the great ocean of spirits, has filled up 
all the abysses of liuina n wisdom, and batlicd, with its 
intA;haiistiblo water.s, the [last, the present, and tho 
future ! If, therefore, I had been incredulous as to the 
divinity of this occurrence, still -would my mind have 
boon powerfully overawed on drawing nigh to its first 
stage, and I should have laid bare my head, and bowed 
my face, before the concealed and disposing powTi- winch 
had made such things spring from so weak and imper- 
ceptiblo a commencement. 

Hut considerhig the mystery of Christianity with tho 
faith of a Christian, it was there, beneath that point of 
till' blue lieavens, at the bottom of that narrow and 
dark vale, and wIkto that little hill tlirew its shadow, 
w'Jio.^^e anti<(uc rock.s seemed yet all brolv(;Ti up from 
the start of joy they suft*i*rcd when giving birth to and 
sustaining the infant Jesus, or from tin; rent of grief 
that tore thmn when tho dead Jesus -ivas borne to tho 
tomb — there was tlu; fatal and sacrtsl spot on the 
globe w’liieh Cod had chosi;u from all eternity for the 
descent on earth of liis truth, his ju.stici;, and Ids love 
incarnate, in a Cod in Man. 1’hcre it was that the 
divine breath luol fallen at its own lioiir on a poor hut, 
the ab<»de of linmblo industry, sim]»licity, and misfor- 
tune — that it barl animated in tlie breast of an innocent 
and spotless virgin wliat was gentle, tender, and com- 
passionate as bi'rsi.'lf, j'alieiit, suffering, and afflicted as 
a moidal, jiowcrfnl, supernatural, wis(‘, and prevailing 
us a God. il, wjs there that God, in tJio garb of human 
nature, had endured our ignorance and vveakness, our 
labours and mism’ics, during tlio obscure years of bi.s 
unknown life, and that Iw iiad in some di-gri'o tasted 
existmiee, and iniin^d himself to the world, bedbro on- 
lightening it hy Ids w (;r*i, healing it by Ids prodigies, and 
regenerating it by his ilcatli ; it w’as there the sky had 
op' n«-d, and had darted to the earth his spirit mado 
ilesli, liis conquering AVord, to consume till the end of 
time iniquity and i rror, to tiy our virtues and our 
viees a.s in tlie lire of the crucilile, and to kindle be- 
fore till' only and holy God tlie inceiiRo which shall 
never be exhau.stcd — the incense of the renewed altar, 
the frankinconso of univer.^al eliarity and truth. 

Whilst I made those n lleetions, with my eyes cast 
down, and my brain loadinl with a thousand other 
tliougiiis yet more overpowm-ing, 1 porcidved at my 
feet, at. tli<' cml of the valley, fashioned like a basin or 
Jake of land, tlu? white lion.scs of Nazareth, gracefully 
grou])ed on the sides :ind at tlie bottom of the hollow. 
The Greek eliurch, tho high minaret of the Turkish 
mosque, and tho extensive broad wtiUs of the convent 
of tlu; liUtin fathers, wero first perceived. Streets, 
formed hy smalli r buildings of an elegant and oriental 
.siyU', exteiuled round these larger edifices, and were 
animated with the bustle and movements of life. All 
ariMind the valley or liasin of Nazareth, gi?ou}is of high 
]iT-:!*kly impals, of fig-trees shorn of their autumnal 
leaves, ami of poiiiegranates in gentle foliage, and of a 
delieati; safl’rou green, wen; scattered here and there, 
giving fresInu'SH and graet' to tho lamlscapo, like flowers 
of the field t;ncircling a village altar. God alone know'S 
what was then pas.siiig in my heart ; but by a sponta- 
neous, and, so to o.xpress it, an involuntary movement, 
1 cast myself at my hovstj's feet, on luy knees, in tho 
(Inst, upon one of the blue crumbling rocks of the pre- 
cijiitous path we wero doscemding. 1 remained in that 
posture some miimtos absorbed in a silent contempla- 
tion, in which all tho ideas of my sceptic and Christian 





life i^hedvso confusedly into my head, that it was im- 
possible for me to discriminate them. These words 
only escaped niylips, And the Word was made flesh, 
ana dwelt among: us.” I uttered them with the subHiue, 
deep, 'and grateful seiitiinent which tliey embody, and 
this spot inspires them so naturally, tluit I was struck 
on arriving in the evening at the sanctuary of the 
Latin elmrcli, to find them printed in letters of gold on 
the marble table of tlie subterranean altar in the liotise 
of Mary and Joseph. Then, bowing my head reveren- 
tially to tile ground which had produced the Christ, I 
kiss(id it in silence, and moistened with tears of repen- 
tance, love, and hope, that soil, which has seen so many 
shed, and which has dried up so many, praying it might 
inspire me with some small portion of truth and charity. 

We arrived at the convent of the Latin fathers of 
Nazareth, as the last faint light of evening was yet 
lingering on tlie liigh yellow walls of the clinreh and 
the monastery. A broad iron gate opened for us, and 
our hoi'ses entered, their iron hoofs sliding and clatter- 
ing on the glossy and sonorous flag-stones of the outer 
court of the convent. Tlie gate was closed behind us, 
and we descended from our horses before the very door 
of the church where formerly stood the humble liabi- 
tation of that mothe r who lent her breasts to the 
immortal visitor, who gave her milk to a (rod. The 
superior and the guardian father were both absent. 
iSoiiie Neapolitan and Spanish brothers, who were oc- 
cupied in winnowing tin? wheat of the monastery uiKkT 
the gateway, received us rather coldly, and conducted 
us to an immense corridor, out of which the cells of 
tlie monks, and the chambers destined for str-angers, 
opened. We tliore waited for a long time tlie arrival of 
the inciiTubont of Nazareth, who loaded us with polite- 
ness, and caused a room and a bed to bo prepared for 
each of us, 0])prc.ssed by the journey, and the feelings 
of the day, w'e cast ourselves on our beds, adjourning 
until the morrow' our inspection of the coiis(?erated 
places, being unwilling to injure the entirety of our 
impressions by a glance cast in haste upon the holy 
spots, in the precincts of wliieh we already re|)osed. 

I aro.se several times during the night to lift up ni^' 
soul and my voice to (lod, wlio iiad clioscn in this j>lac(5 
iiim who wfis to bear his word to the universe. 

In the morning an Italian father came to conduct us 
to tlio cliiirch, and the underground sanctuary, which 
war? anciently the house of the Holy Virgin ami .Saint 
Just'ph. The church is a broad and lofty nave, with 
llircc elevatitins. The highest is occupied by the choir 
of the fathers of the Holy Land, whicli communicates 
with the convent by a door from behind ; the lower is 
occupied by the faithful, and cijmeuinicatcs with the 
choir and tlie great altar by a liandsomc staircase, with 
a tloulde flight of steps, and gilded rails. From this 
)«urt of the ehureli, and beneath the great aitar, a fewv 
steps eomlnct to a small chapel and a marble altar, 
lighted svitli lamps of silver, and erected at the very 
spot w’licre tradition asserts the aimnnci.'ition to have 
taken ]tlac(?. This altar is raised under the Imif-natural 
and hulbarliflcial arch of a rock, agaiiift whiidi the holy 
house doubtless loaned. Leliind this tirst arch two 
darker subti rraiic.-iii recesses scrvi'd, as it is said, as a 
kitchen and c(‘llar for the Jiolyfamily.* ^J’heso traditions, 
more or less accurate, more nr less altered by the ptoas 
iioceasiiiesof popular civduliiy, or by the desire natural 

•* ntfwv thr* »ito (tf the hows,! of Joseph and Marv sliould now 
be below llu; l|vol of tlie j,oouj)(l. i;- jr.i explained by any autho- 
rity which w'e have exaniitAcd. W. ItdiviiiBo:) mentions that the 
vault contains two ('ranitc "ohnnus, .»nc, wh.chis j-ricUaliy de- 
.troyed, being intended to record tl.e spot whero slt- 

tin(( When the angel ^^abriel saluted hiT as the mother of th© 
Messiah ; the other, w-lmro the angid * toiMl when h delivo. 1 the 
annunciation. The house of .Joseph mid Mm y. .aieh btood on 
this spot, is repio.^ontcd to have h»een carried miraculously by 
angeib ia 12t>l Dalmatia, and tJ.enw in to near Rocanati in 
Italy, and finally io to J.oretto, in the oaroo country, where it 
ispria^ed with extraordinary care, a .d in an object of venc 
^ It is usually called th(‘ or Holy 

imitations of it have been made at different 


to all tlioflo monks wlio possess so precious a roUc to 
augment its interest by multiplying its details, have 
perhaps added some well-meant inventions to the 
pow'crtiil recollections of the place ; but there is no 
doubt that the convent, and especially the cliurcli, w'cro 
primitively constructed on the very site occupied by tho 
house of the divine inheritor of heaven and earth. When 
his name was spread abroad like the light of a rising sun, 
a short while afttjr his death, whilst his mother and 
disciple.s still lived, it is quite certain that they must 
have transmitt(?d, from one to the other, the attachment 
and sorrow with wdiich the absence of the divine master 
h;id inspired them, and have often themselves gone and 
conducted the new Christians to those places in which 
they had seen him live, speak, act, and die, whom they 
then adored. No mere human piety could preserve the 
tradition of a place dear to its remembrance, as faith- 
fully as lias ilone the piety of the faithful and the 
martyrs. \\c can trust for the exactitude of the prin- 
cipal positions of the redemption, to the fervour of a 
young faith, and to the vigilance of an immortal creed. 
We fell on our knees upon these stones, Ixmeatli this 
arch, the witnessi's of the most incoinjireheiisihle 
mystery of the divine cdiarity for man, and w(* prayed. 
The enthusiasm of prayer is likewise a mysti^ry betw een 
man and Hod — like; modesty, it casts a veil ovt'i* the 
thoughts, and hides from men what is meant only for 
heaven. 

M'c also visited llic spacious and commodious con- 
vent, an edifice similar to all the convents of France or 
of Italy, and wheri; the Latin fathers exercise as freely, 
and witli as much security and piiblieitv, the cere- 
monies of their religion, as they could do in a sln.'ct of 
Rome, the capital of Cliristianity. 'I’lic Maliomedans 
have been on this point very much I'alnnniiateil. Reli- 
gious toleranC(\ 1 will say niort*, religious respect, are 
profoundly impvi'sst d on their maimers, 'i'lu'v are so 
religious themselves, and ri'gard with so jealous an eye 
fre(‘dom in tlieir ow n rt'ligious exercises, that tlie creed 
of oth<‘r men is the last thing Ujion which lll(^y pei-mit 
tlumisclves to make any attack. Tlii*y havi^ sometimes 
a sort of horror for a religion, the symbol of whieli is 
offensive to their own ; but they e*Mtei*tain eontempt 
and hatred only for the man wlio prays to the Alinighty 
in no language ; him they cannot e<)m}»ri‘heiul, so luucli 
is the palpable conception of Hod ever presiait to tin Ir 
iiiinds, and in eoiistaiit occupation of their souis. 

Fifteen or twenty Spanish and Italian fathers live 
in this convi'ut, occupied in singing the praises of tlio 
(diild-Hod, and the glories of his mother, in the 
temple where tln*y lived poor and niiknow n. Hue of 
them, whom they call the IncumbeMt (»f Nazareth, is 
specially cliarged w ith the w’ants of the (’hristiaa com- 
munity in tlie town, which contains seven or eight 
hundred Catholics, two thousand sclilsmatie Hr(;eks, 
.some Maronites, and only a thousand Mahoim'dans. 
The fathers conducted ns, in the course of the day, to 
the Maronite eliiirchcs, to the ancient synagogue where 
the young Jesus went to instruct himsedf in tlu‘ law' 
which lie was one, day to purify, and into the w'orksho)) 
in which Saint Joseph e\ei*ciH4M| his humble trade of a 
carpenter. We romarkisl, with surprise and jileasure, 
the proofs of deference and im gard which the inhabi- 
kints of Nazareth, even tin' 'I'nrks, every wliere evinced 
for the fathers of tln^ Holy Land. A Viishop, in the 
streets of a ('atliolic town, could not be more honoured, 
or more afl'ectionati'ly rcspecti'd, tliaii the rc'ligions 
persons here. Pei’secution is mueii less visited on tlic 
jiriest i.i the inamiers of the Fast, than in those of 
Fnrope ; and if ho desires martyrdom, it is not here 
th;it he slmnld cMime and seek it. 

October 14. — We started at four o’clock in the morn- 
ing for Mount Tabor, the assigned scene of tho transfigu- 
ration, but with great improbability, as at that epoch 
the summit of 1’abor was crownc'd by a Roman citadel. 
The I solated position, and tho height of this beautiful 
ui -imtain, whicli rises like a verdant knoll from the 
plain of Esdraeloii, caused it to bo selected, in the tiino 
of Saint Jerome, as the scene of that sacred event. A 
chapel lias been erected on the top, to wliicli tho pil* 
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Ims resort to hear the holy sacrifice; no priests 
side there, but they are supplied from Nazareth, 
hen arrived at the foot of Tabor — a superb cone of 
:fect regularity, clothed on all sides with vegetation 
liolly-oaks — the guide misled us. I sat down alone 
tider an oak, close to the spot at which Raphael, in 
lliis i>iclure, i)laccH the disciples dazzled with tlui glare 
Pfroin above, aiul 1 waited until the monk celebrated 
mass. It was aiiiiouiieed to us from the lunght by the 
fil ing of a pistol, so that we might kneel down upon the 
mitural st(.))s of that gigantic altar before him who 
inadt‘ it, and wlio strotclicd the shining arch of heaven 
over it. 

At noon, wo departed for Jordan ami the Sea of 
Galilee — traversed, in an hour, the low and umbrageous 
bills which bear the roots of d’abor — entered upon a 
vast plain eight lf;agues long, and at least as many 
broad. A khan in ruins was in the midst, of the 
architecture of the middici ages. Passed some villages 
of poor Arali.s who cultivate the plain ; each village has 
a w(‘ll at some distamre, ami fig -trees and pomegranates 
jJaiited not far from it. TJiis is tlie only traee of com- 
fort. d’he lious(.‘s cannot Ik; distinguislied uiitij you are 
close to th(‘ni. Tliey are huts six or eiglit fe(;t high, a 
sort of mud cubes, witli chopped straw forming a roof 
in lli(‘ shape of a terrace. These terraces serve as 
courts ; 1 bore is placetl all their furniture — a rug and 
a mat. ’’J'lie ivonu n and children are almost always on 
tliein ; the women are not veiled, their lips are dye<l 
blue, the circle of their eyelashes is stained the same 
colour, and a. slight tatooing is painted arouiul their 
lips and nn their cheeks. They are clad in a single 
blue cliemise, tied with a wliite hand around the loins 
- tliey all have an api)earance of misery ami <lis- 
tress. Tlie men are eovenMl witli a mantle without a 
seam, ol‘ a tliiek stiilf woven in black and wliite streaks 
ill a sliapt'lcss gulst', and tin; legs, arms, and neck, are 
hare. A flee joiirncyiiig f<»r a course of six. hours 
tlirongh this yi'llow ami rocky, though fertile plain, wo 
])eiveivc the land all at once sink helore us, and we 
diseover tin' immense \ alley of the Jordan, and the 
first azure glimnn'rings of the beautiful lake of (fiaie- 
sareth, or of tlie sea of t Jalilee, as the ancients and 
Evangelists call it. It soon opens entirely to our eyes, 
Mirn)Uii(le<I <iji all sidi's, except on the south, by an 
amphitlu Mtre of lofty, gri’v, and black mountains. At 
its soutlierii extremity tins amphithoatn; contracts, and 
leaves an ojicning through ivhich flows the river of the 
prophets, and the river of tin; gospel — tlie Jordan! 

'The Jordan winds, as it issues from the lake, gliding 
into the low and mai’shy plain of liisdraelon, about fifty 
paces from tin; lake ; it passes under tin; ruinoii arches 
of a bridge of 1? miaii arcliitecdure, foaming a little, and 
making its first murmur heard. AVe directed oiu steps 
towards it by a ra[)id ami ro(;ky desceiit. VV\; were 
esig(»r to salute its wati.’rs, hallowed in the recollections 
of two I’eligions. Jii a few minutes we arc on its 
banks ; v:c jump from our liorscs, and batlie our heads, 
feet, and hands, in its stream, fresh, te|>id, and blue, 
a^s the waters of the Rhone wln're it leaves tlie lake of 
Geneva. Tin* Jordan at tliis point, \»hich must be 
nearly the middle of its course, would not be worthy of 
the name of river in a country of larger extent ; but it, 
however, tar exceeds the Kurotas and Cej insus, and all 
those rivers whose lahuloiis or iiistorie;il names are 
early echoed in our memory, and are conceived in a. 
likeness ot magnitude, rajmlity, and abutidamH;, which 
tlic view ot reality destroys. The Jordan even here is 
more than a torrent, altliough at the end of a rainless 
autumn it gently Hows in a bed about a hundred feet 
i broad, as a stream of water two or three feet vleep, so 

I ' limpid, and transpaiNuit, tliat the ])ebbl'*s ii, its 

fl can be told, and of that ravishing colour udi 
turns the full depth of tint of an Asiatic sky— more 
le even than the sky, like a jiicturo more beautiful 
m the reality, like a mirror whieli embellishes what 
rollocts. Twenty or thirty paces from its waters, the 
•and, which it leaves at prcKjent di’y, is scattereu with 
>se stones, rushes, and tufts of laurol-roses yet in 
wer. This strand is five or six feet below the level 


I of tlio plain, and marks the dimensions of the river in 
the ordinary seasons of fulness. TJiese dimensions, in 
my opinion, must bo a depth of eight or ten feet, and a 
breadth of a liundrcd, or a hundred and twenty. It is 
narrower both above and below in the plain, but thero 
it is more confined and deep, the spot at which wo con- 
templated it being one of the four fords which the river 
has ill its course. I drank, in the hollow of my hand, 
of the wiitr'r of Jordan, of the water whicli so many 
divine poets had drunk before me, of tliat water whieli 
flowed over the innocent head of the voluntary victim ! 

I found it perfectly fre.sh, of an agreeable taste, and of 
great cleariiess. The custom wJiich wc contract in 
eastern journeys of driukhig nothing but water, and 
of drinking it x’t;peatedly, renders the jialute an exe.el- 
lent judge of the qualities of a new stream. The water 
of the Jordan failed in only one quality — coolness. It 
was warm, and though my lips aiul bauds were iiifiamed 
by a march of eleven hours witliout shade, under a 
scorching sun, my lips and forehead experienced a sen- 
sation of heat on toiicliing the water of this river. 

Like all the travellfrs who eoiiif* tlirough so many 
fatigues, route.s, and dangers, to visit in its abandon- 
ment tills once royal stream, 1 filled several bottles 
with its waters to carry to friends less fortunate tlian 
iny.self, and I crammed the barrels of my pistol.s with 
the pebbles whieli 1 gathei*ed on its shores. Might I 
not thus bear with me the holy and prophetic inspira- 
tion with whieli of old it invested tho bards of its 
sacred preirincts, and espi'cially a small portion of tliat 
sanctity, and of that purity of spirit and heart, it con- 
tracted, doubtli'ss, when laving the purest and holiest 
of the children of men ! f then mounted on horseback, 
and went round some of tbosc ruined piles wbieli bore 
tlie bridge or aqueduct of wliieh I spoke above. I 
saw nothing but tlu‘ inferior masonry of all the Ropian 
constructions of that period — neither marble, .sculpture, 
nor inscription ; no arch vvas yet subsisliiig, but ten 
pillars w(;re standing, and we distingui.sh<;d the founcla- 
tioiis of four or five others, with a space of about ten 
feet for each arch ; which agri^es pretty well with the 
breadth of 1-0 feet, which, at an eye’s view, 1 heJiovod 
the Jordan would have. 

But what I say here of the dimensions of tho Jordan, 
is only intend<‘d to satisfy the curiosity of persons w'ho 
are anxious to have just and exact m».=;asures of the 
very creations of their thoughts, and not to lend arms 
to the enemies or champions of tlie ('hristian faith — 
ai ms des[>iciihle on both sides. What matters it who- 
tiur tin; Jord:in be a. torrent or a river — wlietlier Judea 
be a heap of barren rocks, or a. delicious garden ?— 
whether liiis mountain be but a liill, and this kingdom 
but a province ? Tho men who rage and fight upon such 
(purstions, are as in.saiie as those who think they upset 
a creed of two thousand years, when they laboriously 
strive to give the he to the Bible, and an objection to 
the jirophecies ! Woukl one not believe, on seeing these 
grand coniliats on a word ill understood or wrongly 
interpreted by both sides, that religions are geometrical 
problems, whicl^aro proved by figures or destroyed by 
an argument, and that general ions of believei*s or infi- 
dels are quite ready to await the end of the discussion, 
and immediately to pass over to the side of the best 
logician, and of the luo.st erudite and ingenious anti- 
quary { .Profitless disputes, which neither pervert nor 
convert! Religions are not proved, are not demon- 
strated, are not e.stablislied, are not overthrown, by logic ! 
They are, of all the mysteries of nature anil the human 
mind, the most mysterious and the most inexplicable ; 
they are of instinct, and not of reason ! Like the winds 
which blow from the east, and from the west, of whicli 
no one knows the cause, or tho point of departure, 
they blow, God alone knows wlienet;, God alone knows 
wlierefore, <lod alone knows for how many agi's, ami 
over wdiat countries of the globe ! They are, because 
they are ; they are not taken up or laid down at will, ou 
the word of such or such a tongue ; they arc parcel of 
the heart, even more than of the understanding of men. 
Who is the man who will gay, I am a Christian, be-i 
cause there is such a decisive auswer in such a book. 



03 




or Ruch an insurmountable objection in sucb anotber 
Every sensible man ulio is asked to give jm aeeonnt o; 
his faith, will answer, “ 1 am a Christian because tin 
hbres of my heart are (,'hristian, hc'caiisci my motho] 
has mado me suck a (Uirit>liau breast, Ijeeause tln^ sym 
p&thicH of my soul aiul my mind are for that doctrint 
because 1 live on the air of my own time, and do nol 
attempt to forest‘e what will feed jioslerity.” 

We saw two villages susjjemlcd njjiiii llm stoop banks- 
of ijake Gencsarotli, the Diie at a «(uarler of an lionrV 
mareli in front of ns on the othei* side of tlio Jonlau 
the otlmr at some hundreds of fathoms on our left, am 
on the same side of tlie river. VVe did not know In 
what race of Arabs these villag(is were pe(»pled,;md vv( 
had been w arned to he on jour guard, and be prepare<l 
for surprises on the part of the Arabs of Joi-dan, win, 
seldom ])ermit their river and plains to be travt'rsed with 
impunity. We were well mounted, well armed, and tla 
rapid unexpected couquost of Syria by Mahomet- A li 
had struedv all tlio Arabs ^Yith sucb a sensation of fear 
and astonishment, that the moment was well eliosen t( 
attempt bold excursions on tlieir territory. 'I'hey were 
ignoi’ant who w-e Avero, why wo marched witli so imiel 
confidence amongst them ; auil tliey might naturally 
suppostJ AA’^e W'ere eloscdy followed by I'orct's superior to 
those they could liriug against ns. F<.ar for the iikuto w, 
apprehensioiLS of a prompt vengeance, weivi tlms tin 
liafeguards of our iourney. In tl»is belief, 1 went and 
audaciously fixed my camp in the v(‘ry midst of I he 
Arab village of which 1 spoke last. i. <lo not know' its 
namo; it is built, if one can so speak of Iionse.s mere 
shapele.ss blocks of stone and mud, on the <;xtr<‘mity of 
the elevated shore w'hicJi coinniands (he s(*a (»f Galileo. 
W^hilst our Arp rs fix(‘d the tents, 1 descended alone the 
precipitous ridgo which led to the lake ; its waters bub' 
bled upon the side's and bordenMl tliem witii a fringe of 
light foam, which vanished and r<'a])pcared at each 
return of its short and <|uick Avaves, like, the rolling of 
a quiet and deep sea <lying away on the sands of some 
narrow gulf. .1 had scarcely time to bathe in itswatr'rs, 
the theatre of so many atrtions in the grand moral ami 
modcTii poem, the Gosjn'i, and to colh'ct for my Euro- 
p(;an friends some handfuls of its shell.-,. Already llie 
sun had sunk behind the higli, bla<;k, volcanic peaks of 
the heights of Tiberias, ami some Arabs, who liad seen 
iiic dosiMUul alone, mid Avho were Joitci’ing on the bliore, 
might lx? tempted |jy the occasion. With my muslva-t 
in my hand, 1 advanced, straight np to tliem; th(*y 
Iookt'<l at me, ami saiute(l me, putting their hands on 
their liearts ; and i returned to the, tents. V\'e .stretelied 
ourselves on onr mats, overcome Avitli lassitude, Imt 
our Iiaiul.s on our arms, to be ready at the first alarm. 
Nothing broke the silence and sluuiber of that beautiful 
night, in Avhicli w'e w'ero lulled by the soft and pleasing 
noise of the waves of tlni sea of Jesus Christ against its 
banks, by the Avind Avhich blew in harmonious gusts 
upon the tightened cords of our tents, and by the pious 
seiitiim-nts ami saeia'd recollections AV.ii'-h each of tliosi? ! 
sounds induccfl within us. in tlie morning, Avheii avo i 
left our tents at sunrise, to go ami btflln; again in tlie ^ 
lake, Ave only saw tin? h.-male Aralis combing liieir lorn.' 
black hair on llii! t(-‘rract;s of their huts, a few sln-p- 
herds, oetnij»ied in milking f .-r U 3 the cows and j^I . 
goals, and tlm jinked eliUdren of the village, avIiu Avere 1 
playing lainiliaii) w ith miV lu/rses and dogs, j’he cock * 
crowded, the infant ci ii-d, tk - iiiother rocked or suckleil, 
as ill a peaceable liamie' ol rram-e or Swiizeiiaiul. We 
congratulutiAl oursidves on havUg adventured an e>;,,o- 
eVtion into a part of Gali' ; so teai v d ami litll : .aUo .vu, 
and AVG lid not doubt that the pacific ree' ■'I.j.j'U 

would await ns still further on, if we should wi.s.. to 
advance into Arabia. We ]mis.s(-ss( d ca* v i-apal. b\y 
for travcr.sing in sveurity Samaria, and ti, ‘'country oi 
Naplou.' the ancient Sychem, tln-ough AI. Cotl*ifagi>, 
who is aII-pOA»erfid in tin t disti-ici, a, id ^ho offered tu 
procure our annonneemont by his numerous Arab 
frieuds, and our convoy by his bre.her. Tersonal ap- 
prehensions comptdlcd me to fijrego this loute, and to 
retake that of Nazareth and Mount O.urn.:!, where 1 
hoped to find expressc^s and letters tj-om Eeirout. 


However, we got on horseback, to skirt as far as the 
termination of the Sea of Tiberias, tbo sticred limits of 
the beautiful Lake of Geiiesareth. The caravan moved 
in silence from the village in Avhich v/o had slept, and 
mai'ched upon the western shore of the lake, at some 
juices from its Avaters, on a strand of sand and shells, 
sprinkled hero and there with tufts of huirel-rose.s, ami 
plants with a .shmder indented li*af, Avhi(di here a flower 
.‘limil.'ir to the lilac. Gri onr left, a ('Iniin of perpendi- 
cular Jiilks, blaidv, naked, hollowed Avith dee]) ravines, 
and s])eekled iVom space to .‘^iiaco Avith immense loose 
ami vnlcanic stones, stretched the Avliole length of tlio 
.shore aaIucIi avc avito proceeding to (.-oast, ami advancing 
as a dark ami barren promontory almost to the middle 
ef the lake, Iiid from us the toAvn of Til)erias, and the 
bottom of the lake, in the direction of Lebanon. None 
amongst us raised his voice ; all our thoughts Avere iii- 
Avard,c.oneontrated, ami profound, so iutens('ly spoke the 
.sacred remembrances in tlui breast of ('ach of us. As 
to myself, nevi'r did any ])laco on earth address itself so 
poAVcrfnlly and deliciously to my heart. 1 have always 
rejoict.-d to pass over the aidiuil scene of spots inhaliited 
])y men Avhom I haveknoivn, afimired, loved, or n-vei-ed, 
amongst liie living as Avell as tlie di-ad. Tin- land that 
an illustrious man has frequented ami prt'fi'rred during 
his sojourn on eai-tli, lias alAvays appeaj*<*d to nn' tho 
sure.st and the most significant n'liqiio of himself- • -a sort; 
of material manirestatioii of his g( niiis, a tacit revela-- 
tion of a portion of his soul, a living ami pal]ia))lc com- 
mentai'y oil his life, actions, .-ind thoughts. W'licn yoiiiig, 

I have |uiss.-<l many solitary and ci nti-nijilafiA honi’.s, 
seated beneath the olive-trees Avliicl sfiad<r the garden 
of Horace, in sight of the gliltorii ; cascades of the 
J’iber; .1 leave ol'ti'U seated myself i i file evi-ning, lis- 
tening to lhema.se of the bcaulirnl Sea < f Naples, bcloAV 
lie spreading branches of tin- vine-tv s, near the s])ot 
Avherc V irgil Avi.-lied his ashes to ri'pose, l)ecanseit was 
the loyoliest ai d SAveetesi, spot on uhii'li his (-yes had 
ever r< 'Sled. How ofien, at a later |>eriod, laive | cuii- 
•sumed mornings and evenings, streteheil at iIk' foot of 
the beautiful chesmit-ti-ee,s, in tlio little v.-ile of (ihar- 
letto.s, Avh<‘re tho memory of Ji'.'ni Jaeqnes ivonssi*aii 
irew me and r.daim d me l>y ilie sympatliy of his feel- 
hgs, Ills reveries, liis misfortunes, and his genius! 'J’he 
uime of sevi'i’iil other .authors oi' gri.'at men, whose 
lames or Avritings have jiowerfnily atiected me. I Iiavo 
ivished to sudy ami know tliem in the plaees wliicli 
lad given them birtfi, or inspired tliem; and almost 
nvariably an intelligent eye Avill discover a secret and 
irolhnnd analogy lietween thi^ great man ami his eonn- 
ry, bt-lAviiOn the landscape and tlie antlior, helwei'n 
atnro and tho goniu.s who was mirs(-d and inspired 
•y it. lUit it was not a great man or a great ])oet 
-vliose favourite abode lu'i’e hi'Iow I Avas visiting — it 
as the man of men, the diA'ine man- nature, genius, 
and \drtue made Jlosli ; the inearnate clivinily — Avhoso 
sLep.s uj)on tho very sliores ho presse<l thi' most, upon 
tho A'cr Avavt'S Avhich suppoi-U-d him, upon the. bilks 
Avhero he seab.-d liiinsi'lf, upon tho stones on which he 
l epuscd his head — I had come loudort'! lie had, with 
his mortal eye.s, looked n])on this si‘a, tlu.-si' Avaves, hills, 
ami rocks ; or rather this s(*a, these bilks, .ami rocks had 
]>elield him. He had trod a hundred times this road 
on Avhich 1 Avas rt-verentially stepjiing ; his fei't had 
rai.sed the very dust Avhicli sprang from under mine. 
During the ihret' yeais of Iiis divine mission, he 
Avent and came miinberless times from N.'i/aia'th to 
'J’iberias, and from Jerusalem to 'J’ibcrias ; be moved 
in the barks of tlio lishers on tho Se.a of Galileo ; lie 
calmed its tempests ; he stood upon the waves Avhilst 
stretcliing out his hand to the a]H'Htle of little fuitli like 
inyse!f— .ti’o celestial hand of which 1 ha«l greater need 
than he, in the inoro terrible tempests of opiiiiuiis and 
tlioiigh'.s ! 

The grand and mysterious scene of the Go.spel passed 
abnOi.; entirely upon this lake, and the borders of this 
jitKe, and upon the mountains Avhich surround and look 
upon it. There is KmuniUs, avIkuv he chose, at lui’/.ard, 
his disciples ainougst the loAA'liestof men, to testify that 
tlio poAvci" of his doctiiuc is in the <b>clrinc itfx'lf, ami 
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in its insuflScient organs. There is Tiberias^ where 
e appeared to St Peter, and founded in three words the 
/ernaJ hierarchy of him cliurcli. Tliei'o is Capernaum ; 
lere is the mountain wJjcro he delivered the sublime 
>rnion of the Mount ; there is the one where ho pro- 
>unced the new rewards according to God ; there, that 
1 which he exclaimed ‘^Alisereor super iurham**^ — I 
ivo compassion on the multitude”) — and multiplied 
le loaves and fislujs, as his word brings forth and multi- 
pjios life. Behold the gulf of the miraculous drawing of 
tislies ; in fine, behold the wtiole Gospel, wdth its affecting , 
parables, and its tender and delightful images, which , 
app<?iircd to us micli as tiny appeared to the auditors ' 
of tlio divine master, when he sliowed them with his ; 
finger the lamb, tlie sheep-fold, the good shepherd, the 
lily of the valley ! in a word, behold the country which ' 
(.dirist preferred on tin’s earth, tliat wdiich he selected 
to witness the first scones of his mysterious drama; 
whore, during his obscure life of thirty years, ho had 
his parents and his friends according to the liosh ; 
whore that nature, of wdiicli ho possessed Dkj hey, 
.seemed to him the fullest of chai’in ; and those moun- 
tains where he saw', as w'(' did, the sun rise and .sel, 
wliiidi was to measure liis mortal days with such rapi- 
dity. TJiero it was Ito came to be at rest, to meditate, 
to i»ray, and to exorcise his love for nmn amt God ! 


8VJMA.— GALTbKK. 

Octohrr 1 Pi, 1 — The S(‘a of < lalileo, about a league 
broH<l at the soiitlioni extroinity where wo had come 
uf)on it, expands at first inscnisibly up to the height of 
.Kimualis, the termination of the promontory which bid 
from us the town of Tilierias, and tlience the mountains 
w’hicli <*oniine it all at once recode into largo gull’s on 
both sides, and form it into a vast basin almost round, 
ill wbii!h its watiTS stndeh over a bed of about twelve 
or firteen b'agues in eii’cumfereiice.t This basin i.s not 
<iuite regular in its form, tlio mountains <lo not every 
where di'seend to tln^ sea; sometimes tliey retire to 
.some distance from I bo shore, and leave bolweim tliem 
and the waves a small flat plain, fertile and M*rdant iis 
tlio plains of Genesan tli ; soimdiines they ]»art asumlor, 
and opim to admit Dio blue waters into the gulfs, 
scoopc'd a I their foot, and darkomal wdth their shadows. 
'I’lie hand ot the most skilful j>aintor I'ould not depict 
outlines more gracidul, more imlisliuct, ami more 
varied, tliaii those that the creating hand has given to 
these w'aters ami iiioiintains ; it so<niis to have ]nvpared 
tin? cvang(‘licul scene for the work of grace, of peace, 
of reconciliation, and of love, whicli was destined at 
one time to bo there accomplished ! To Dk* east, the 
mountains, from the tops of Gilboa, whicli we have a 
glimpso of on the soutli, as far us the siimimis of 
Lebanon, wbieh sliow tbemsolvos on tiio north, form a 
elosG but imdulating and bending chain, the sombre 
peaks of which seem ready from time to time to fall 
awaiy, a .id are liroken lime and there to let a glimpse 
of sky bo eauglit. M’liese inoimiaiiis aix^ not sur- 
mounted at their lioiglits with tlicse sliaip fangs, those 
1 ‘ocks filed by the tempests, whicli otfec ‘heir gloomy 
points to the lightning and the vinds, and always im- 
]»art to the aspect of elevatiMl cliains something of the 
old, the terrible, aiul the ruined, which .saJd'*ns the 
lu'art wdiikst exciting the iinagimition. They fall gently 
away into knolls more or less broad, nioi\. or lixss steep, 

* I have compassion on the multi tn»le, bccau-ie they havouow 
been W'ith mo three days, and hav’o uothing to cat.”— 31 ark, ch.vii* 
verso 2. 

t fThe Sea of Galilee, Lako of Genosareth, or liako of Tibe- 
rias, is a sheet of water of .about fifteen or sixteen niilt's in Icnq^th, 
and six to eight in breadth. .It is ted at the imri,}. end by 
tho river Jordan ; a river n itli the samo namo isssiu j tnnn its 
southern extremity, and continues in a tolerably even course to 
the Dead Sea. Tho country around, whicli is bai'c and rocky, 
abounds in spots mentioned in S<n-ipture. .Among ethers is 
f-ajMsmaum, which is at tho northern eud of Iho lako ; but—** of 
Claperuaum uo truces remain , not even, so far as I could ascertain 
by repeated inquirios, tho memory of its uaJUC.”— X>ort{ JLinijr 
9ai/6 Letters on the Holy Land.^ 


some covered with scattered oaks, others witli green 
thorns, some again lined with bare but fertile soil, on 
which the traces of a varied culture arc yet percep- 
tible, and others on which the raocning or evening rays 
are alone seen to glisten, enriching them with a bright 
yellow, or with a bluo and violet tint, more lustrous 
than tho pencil could pourtniy. Their sides, although 
they give no passage to any real valley, do not compose 
an always oven rampart ; they arc hollowed at inter- 
vals into deep and wdde ravines, as if the inountaiiLS 
luul crackml beneath their own w eight ; and the natural 
accidents of ligJit and shade make of tliese ravines lumi- 
nous, or more often obscure, spots, which attract the 
eye, and inlerrupt the uniformity of the outlines and 
the tints. Lower, they sink down, and throw out hero 
and there into the lake, hills, or small round mountains, 
presenting a soft and agreeable transition between 
their peaks and tlni waters iii which they aro re- 
th'c.tcd. .ScarcL'ly at any point toward.s the east does 
tho rock pierce the vegetable bed with whicli it is richly 
covered; ami Ibis Arcadia of Judea thus always joins 
to the majesty and imposing effect of a. mountainous 
country, the image of the diversified fertility and abun- 
dance of Die earth. Tf the dews of Ilcrmoii still fell on 
its bosom ! At tho eud of the lake, towards tho north, 
tliis cliain of mountains .sinks as it recedes ; we distin*- 
guish from a distance a plain, which dies away in the 
waters, and at tho tcrnunatioii of this j»lain a white 
lu.'iss of foam, which seems to rusli from a lieight into 
tlic sea. It is the Jordan, which is iirecij'itated from 
there into the lake, whicli it pass(‘s through without 
mingling with its waters, and issues from it at tlio 
place 1 have described, tranquil, silent, and pure. 

Tho whole «if this northern extremity of the Sea of 
Galileo is bordered with a .slope of fields whicli appear 
under cultivation ; w'C })e.rceived tho brown .stubble of 
the lust harvest, and large firbls of rushe s, whicli the 
Arabs cultivate, wherever they find a spring to water 
the roots. On tho westiTii side, 1 have d(?scribod tho 
<;hains of volcanic hills, whicli W’o followed from tJio 
daw'u of ilay. They continue, without intermission, a.s 
far as Tiberias. Avalanelu's of black steiios, cast up 
from the mouths, still half-ojiencd, of a hundred extin- 
guished voleaiii(t coin's, are constantly falling down tho 
liarsli ridges of this somhro and dismal cluiin. Our 
route was only varied liytho uncouth form and strango 
colours (d the Jiigli masses of hardiMicd lava which w'ero 
senttercfl tliick around us, and by the ri.inains of walls, 
arid gates of destroyed towns, and of columns extended 

1 the earth, whicii our hor.se.s jumped over at every 
steji. Tlio sliores of the Sea of Galilee, on this .side of 
.Tiulea, are but a single tow’ii, if tho expression may bo 
u.sed. The multiplied ruins before us, the numher of 
the tow’us, and the nuagnificeiice of construction which 
their mutilated fragments bespi'ak, recall to my memory 
tho route w hich runs along tlu' foot ef Mount Vesuvius, 
from Castelliuuare to Porlici. As there, the Vianks of 
Lake Gouesareth appi.-ar to boar towns, instead of har- 
vests and woods. After two hours’ march, w'o arrived 
at tho extrenuty*of a promontory which juts into the 
lake, and tho town of Tiberias appeared all at onco 
hi'fore us, the living and dazzling apparition of a town 
of two thousand years. It covers tlie side of a black 
and naki'd bill, whicli sinks rapidly towards the lake. 
It is surrounded with a high square wall. Hanked with 
fifteen or twenty (unhattlcd towers. Tho points of two 
wliite minarets are alone visible* above tlie walls and 
to.vors, and all the rest of tho town seems kid from tho 
AvMbs uiuler the shadow of these lofty defences, and to 
present to tho eye nothing hiit tho Hat imbciiding arch 
of its grey roofs, bearmg a rosomblaiico to the carved 
shell of a tortobso. 

Wo hake<l at the Turkish mineral bath of fanmatis, 
an isolatoil caiiiola, surrounded by superb remains of 
Homan or Hebrew baths. Wo established ourselves 
ill tho very saloon of tho bath — a basin lilhHl with run- 
ning water, at a hundred degrees of Fuhivnheit. We 
took a bath, and slept an hour. Again mounted our 
horses. A tempest was on the lake, whicli 1 desired 
extremely tg wiiiioss. The water was green m thg 
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leaves of tlie rushes which surround it — tho foam 
.livid and dazzling — the waves of goodly height, and 
following close. A tei rible noise from the billows fall- 
ing on the volcanic pebbles which tlu‘y disturb, but no 
vessels in peril or in sight. Then? ia not one on the 
lake. Entered Tiberias in the midst of a atorm and 
flood of rain from tho south. Took refuge in the Latin 
church. Caused a lighted lire to be brought into the 
middle of the deserted chui’ch, the first temple of Chris- 
tianity. 

The interior of Tiberias does not fulfil the expecta- 
tion created by tho distant view. It is a confused anil 
dirty assemblage of some hundreds of houses similar to 
the mud and straw oabins of the Arabs. We wore 
saluted in Italian and Cerman, by several Polish or 
German Jews, who, towards the end of their days, when 
they have nothing more to expect than the uncertain 
hour of dissolution, come to pass their last moments at 
Tiberias, o.n the banks of their sea, in the very heart of 
their country, so as to die beneath their sun, and be 
buried in tlieir land like Abraham and Jacob. To 
sleep in tlic bed of one’s lathers— it is evidence of the 
inextinguishable love of coimtry — it is the sympathy 
and aftinity between man and tho dust of which he is 
formed, from which he has sprung. This is undeniable. 
It is well, it is happy for him to boar to its place that 
little dust which has been lent iiim for afowday.s. J.et 
me also sleej), oh iiiy God, in ■ tlic land and near the 
ashes of ray fathers ! 

Nine hours’ marching without repose brought us back 
to Nazareth by way of Cana, the scene of C.Uirist’s first 
miracle; a xraetty Turkish village, grace fully inidining 
down the two sides of a hollow of fertile land, encloseil 
by hills covered with nopals, oaks, and olives. Around 
it pomegranates, }/ii Im, and fig-trees. Women and flocks 
standing about the troughs of the fountain. The house 
of the apostle, 8uint Bartlioloinew, is in the village. At 
its side, the house in whic.h the miracle of the water 
changed into wine took j»lace : it is ii*. ruins, and without 
a roof, 'J’he religious brethren still show the jars which 
contained the wine of the xu’odigy — monkish romances, 
which everywhere disfigure the simple and fruitliil 
groundwork of religious iraditionr.. 

After having rested and v slaked our thirst at the 
fountain of Cana, we resumoa our route towards Naza- 
reth by the light of the moon. We passed over some 
well-cultivated plains, and aftiTwards a series of wooded 
hills, which rise as they draw near to Nazareth. After 
three hours and a half’s inarch, we arrived at the gate 
of the Latin Convent, and were once more lodged at 
Nazareth. 

On awaking in the morning, I was astonished at hear- 
ing a voice which saluted me in Italian; it was that of 
an old French vice-consul at St Joan d’Acre, M. Cot- 
tal'ago, a well-known and very important personage in 
all ISyria, where liis title of European agent, his friend- 
•sliip with Abdallah, Paclia of Acre, his commerce and 
wealth, hav(j rendered him celebrated and xiowerful. 
He is yet Austrian consul at Acre. Hi.s costume was 
in accordance with his double ehannkier of Arab and 
European. He was drc.ssed in a red ptdisse edged w ith 
ermine, and wore an immense three-cojaicred hat, tlic 
distinctive symbol of tin; ri’eiich agents in the cast 
This hat dates from the tune of the Eg^ptianwar ; it is 
a remnant religiously jnciierved of some giu'm'al of 
brigade of Bonaparte, it is only placed on the head, 
on official occasions, in audit uces of the pacha, or when 
a European joiirnies through the ^rnutry. It in ima- 
gined that in it he will ugis'.n hel; 1 f liis iM^nschold gods. 
M. >»ttafago was an old man, of under-stature, with the 
intellectnai, firm, and piercing piiysiognomy of fde 
Arabs his eye^, full of fire, softened by henevolerit'e 
and. politeness, light^l up bis couiitonaiice w’ifk a ray of 
super^r intoDigcncc. At the first glance, wo can con- 
iuicendiuic.y which sudi a man must liaveover 
i and liirns, who are in goi.eral deficient in 
|iplo of activity w hich sprirkles in the looks, 
•fcrayed in the movements and gestures of M. 

.^ ^He held in his hand a jmeket of letters for 
i he had juat received from the coast of Syria, 


by a courier of Ibrahim Paclia, and a file of French 
newspapers which he had sent for himself. He had 
conceived with reason, that a iVench traveller would 
experience both pleasure aud surprise thus to find in 
the middle of the desert, and a thousand miles from liis 
country, news fresh from Europe. I read the letters, 
which gave mo some uneasiness touching the health of 
Julia. M. Cottafago Ic'ft me, after inviting me to break - 
fast ill a pavilion which he had built at Nazareth, and 
where lie passed alone the broiling da^’S of summer ; and 
I opened the journals. My name was the first which 
struck me. 1 1 W’as in anumbor of thejournal des DebatsI, 
in which w'ere cited some vei'ses that 1 had addri'sscd, 
on leaving France, to VValter Scott. 1 fell upon those, 
the mournful and anxious tone of which suited the 
scene so xierfectly, to w'hich hazard had conducted me, 
tlie scene of the greatest revolutions of the human mind, 
the scene where the Spirit of God had so powerfully 
stirrt‘d iij) mankind, and on which tlie renovating creed 
of Christianity had taken its cast on eartli, whilst a 
creed, also the offspring of Christiaiiify, was exciting 
the other shore of tliose seas whence my accents were : 
echoed back.* 

Spectator, woariini out with life’s great play, 

'riicm leav’;,t us in a rough and troublous way ; 

I’rophet or bard tho nations have no inoro, 

'I'o eliurtn ;md head their march as heretofore ; 

Kings find the trembling throne a scat unsvin*, 

Chiefs rule a d.ay, kingdoms a month endure ; 

Jiumaii opinion's strong, impetuous roll— 

The fiery equinox that whelms the soul-- 
Permitteth none, not even in hoju*, to hlimd 
Finn on thi; lofty summit of commiiiul : 

Jhit K’ts the strong, by turns, upon the crown, 

Strikes tlicm with giddines--, and hurK them down. 

In v;iin tlu; W’orld iovoke.s a help and .stay — 

The I'otent time compels us ’neatli its sway ; 

A child xn.iy curb tho sea when it i.s bhind, 

3hit weak are all men when the time is grand. 

Lo ! tribunes, chiefs, kings, citizens each one— 

Ciod lays the hand on all, and chooseth none 1 
And tho resistles.s, fiery mctei.'r, I'owit, 

Falls on our houds to jixlge us, autl devour 
‘TiH done — the W'ord has o’er the dot'i* been hurl'd. 

And Chaos broods abovo a seeoiul world ; 

And for poor mankind, of tho .sceptre reft, 

No more in one, but all, is safety left. 

.In tho vast heavings of a new formed main— 

The oscillations sky and ship sustain— 

By the huge w'avcs that o’er us break and gape— 

We feel that man now rounds u dangerous cjijie, 

Aud passes througli, with gloom and thunder by. 

The stormy troxiiu of a new humanity. 

I read thes<? verses again as if they huti lieen anothcr’.s, 
completely had they been {dfaeiul from my memorv. 

1 was struck afresh with that Hontiinent which had at 
another moment inspired them — with that sentiment 
of the universal tottering of things, of the gcnm’al ver- 
tigo aud infatuation of the human mind, w hich rushes 
with too much rapidity to take account of even its ow’ii 
progre.sa, but which lias flic instinct of a new unknown 
consummation, to which God condiict.s it through tho 
rough and precifiitoiis ways of social catastrophes. I 
a huired that marvellous powcT of locomotion given to 
human thought by the press and by journalism, by 
which a train of rettectioii which had crossed iny brow 
six months before, in a wood of Saint Point, came to mo 
again as a daughter seeking her father, and struck upon 
the ancient echoes of the rocks of Nazareth, in tho 
sounds of a new but already universal language.t 
Octoher — Breakfasted in the pavilion of M. Cot- 

* [Tlii.«i Bcntmco may perhaps appear somewhat obscure, but 
it Is clear tl;o pious author means by the last creed, which hJ- 
calls an idea, the Jew'i&h faith, tho revelation of the same llelty.} 
t di humartine, of course, means here the French langupc, 

'■ ’'ich i.i very aptly described us a universal language in ; 

b ... u, li ngue for which M. do Lamartine has probably very little 
respect, namely, the Kuglish, h;is much greater claims to the ap- 
pellation in the other three auarteia of tho globe, Asia, Africa, 
and America. J 
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tafago, witli ono of hisbroilimatid some Arabs. Went 
over again the environs of Nazareth ; visited the stono 
in the mountains where Jesus went, according to tra- 
dition, to take his repasts with his first disciples. M. 
Cottafago gave mo letters for Acre and the Mutzelim 
of Jerusalem. 

On the 21st, at six in the morning, we leave Naza- 
reth. All tho Spanish and Italian fathers of the con- 
vent collected ill tho court, press round our horses ; and 
whilst some put up vows and prayers for our safe jour- 
ney, others offer us fresh provisions, excellent bread 
baked during the night, olives, and Spanish chocolate. 

1 give .500 piastres to the superior to repay his hospi- 
tality. This is no impediment to some of tho young 
priests whispering, in low tones, their requests in my 
ear, and receiving in secret a few handfuls of piastres 
to buy tobacco, and other trilling monastic comforts, 
which beguile their solitude. Travellers have given a 
romantic and fiilso representation of tliese convents of 
the Holy Land. Nothing is less poetic or less religious, 
when inspected narrowly. I’lieir conception is beauti- 
ful and grand. Men tear themselves from the delights 
of western civilisation to put their existence in jeopardy, 
or to lead a lihi of privations and martyrdom amongst 
tlie pei'sccutors of their faith, on the very spots where 
the iiiyst(?ries of their religion have consecrated the 
earth. Tlu^y fust, they watch, they j'ray, in the midst 
of tlu‘ hlas])iuuiiies of tho Turks aud Arabs, in order 
tli.at a little (^liristiau incense shall still burn on each 
pit?ec of ground where Christianity was horn, 'fhey 
tho guardians of the sacred cradle and si.'pulchre ; 
the angel of judgment shall find them alone at these 
places, like tlio holy Avomcn who Avalehed and wept near 
the empty tennh. All this is lu'autiful and suhliiin^ in 
thought ; hut in actual fact tliese i<leas must vanish, 
'riiero is no j)erseeutioii, no iiiaityrdom ; all around 
these ret reats tljerc; is a Christian population, roady for 
the service and onlers of tho monks of the convents. 
'Phe Turks annoy them in no respect whatijvcr ; on the 
contrary, tliey jivoteet them. Tlu'y arc the most tolerant 
])eople on tlu! earth, and understand better than others 
religion and prayer, in whatever language, and under 
wJiatever form, they are expr<’ssed. Atheism alone they 
dotest, as they esti.'ein it, with reason, a degradation of 
the human intellect, an insult to liuiuanity much more 
than to the iindouhted Hoiiig, God. These convents, 
l.esides, arc under the respected and inviolable protec- 
tion of the ( diristiaii powers represented by their con- 
suls. ( )n a complaint of the superior, the consul writes 
to the })acha, and jusilco is done on tho very instant. 
The monligl^hom I have seen in the Holy Land, far 
fj’fjni prestwihg to me the image of the long martyrdom 
with Avliich th(>y4iad been credited, appe.aredto me the 
most happy, resj)e<q<'d, and feared, of the inhahitin)t«» of 
these countries. TTiey inhabit a sort of strong castles, 
similar to those of our own middle .ages. Their resi- 
liences are inviolable, surrounded with walls, and closed 
with guti^s of iron. Theso g.atcs are only opened for 
the (.'atholic population of tho neighbourhood, which 
comes to assist at the ofiiees,to receive a little pious in- 
struction, and to pay, in respect and devo <^ 0(1 ness to the 
monks, tlie dues of tho altar. 1 never went out accom- 
panied by one of the fatluTs into tiie streets of a Syrian 
town, hut the children and women eamo and bowed 
themselves upder the hand of tho priest, aiid kissed his 
hand and the bottom of his robe. Tho Turks, even, 
very far from insulting them, seem to partake the re- 
spect which they everywhere cominaiid as they move 
along. 

Now, who aro theso monks ? In general Spanish and 
Italian peasants, who have entered young into the con- 
vents of llieir country, and growing tired of the 
tic life, arc anxious to divei'sify it by the aspect of new 
countries, and seek to ho .sent to the Ho^';l^nd. Their 
residence in the house of their order eaj^lished iu the 
Kast, does not in general continue fo^|irtibre than two 
or three years. A vessel comes to tak^them hack, and 
brings others in tlieir place. Those who learn Arahie, 
;and devote themselves to the service of tho Catholic 
jpopuiatiou of the towns, stay longer, aud often pass 


thero the whole of thoir lives. They follow tho occu- 
pation.s and life of our country parsons, but they ai*e . 
encircled with more veneration and attaidimcnt. Othors 
remain shut up within the precincts of tho convent, or 
]>a8s from one house to another, in order to complelLi 
their pilgrimage, sometimes to Nazareth, or to BothU- 
Iiem, a short, time at Home, some tinui at Jaffa, or .at tho 
convent of St John in the desert. They have no other 
employment than the offices of tho church, aiul the pro- 
menade in the gardens or on tho terraces of the con- 
vent. No books, 110 studies, no useful function. They 
aro devoured by listlessness ; cabals aro formed in the 
interior of the convent ; tho Spaniax'ds decry tlio Italians, 
and the Italians the Spaniards. We were not much 
edified at the relations the monks of Nazareth gave of 
?ach other. We did not find a single iiidividunl amongst 
them who could .sustain the slightest rational conversa- 
tion, even on subjects which their vocation should have 
rendered familiar to them. No knowledge of sacred 
antiquity, of the fathers, or of the history of tho places 
they resided in. Tlie whole is reduetal to a certain 
number of popular and ridiculous traditions, wliitdi they 
transmit amongst themselves Avithoiit examinatioii, and 
which they deliver to travellers as they have received 
them from the ignorance and credulity of the Christiriii 
Arabs of the country. They all sigh for tlu; moment 
of their dcilivt;rance, and rciturn to Italy or Spain with- 
out any advantage to th(*msclves or to religion. On 
otlH;r points, the granaries of the convent are well filled ; 
the (‘dial's aro stocke<l with the best wines this earth 
can product'. Tht'y do it all ihcmst'lvcs. Lvery two 
years a sliip arrives from Spain, bearing to the superior 
father tho rov»‘nuo that tho (.'atliolic powers, Spain, 
Portugal, and Italy, send them. This sum, increased by 
the pious alms of the Christians of Egypt, Greece, Con- 
stantinople, and Syria, furnishes them, it is said, Avith 
.'in income of .*100,000 or 400,000 francs [from i.* 12,500 
to .st(‘rling per ammiu]. This is divided amongst 

the different (;ojivcnts, according to tlu; number of the 
monks and tho wants of t*ach coinrnnnity. T'lu; edifices 
are Avell supported, and every thing indicates comfort, 
.and even relative luxury, in tlie houses which 1 have 
vi.sited. I have nev»*r Avitiiessed any scandal in tho 
monks’ abodes in the Holy Land. Ignorance, idleness, 
and listh'HsiiesR, are the three plagues whicli they should 
aud could eradicate. 

These men appc.ared to mo simple, and sincerely, 
though fanatically, crt'dulous. Soine even at Nazareth 
socxiAod to me veritable saints, animated with the most 
ardent faith and most active charity; Inimhlc, mild, 
patient, voluntary servants of their brothers and of 
strangers. 1 hear their countenances of peace and 
simplicity in my memory, and their hospitality in my 
heart. 1 knoAv also their names; hut what imports it 
to them that their names traverse the earth, provided 
that lIcaATii knows them, aud their virtues remain 
buried in the .shade of the cloister, beneath which it is 
their ph^asiirc to conceal them. 

Same date . — Gn leaving Nazareth, avo pass along tho 
side of a inountai*, covere<l Avitli fig-trees and nopals. 
On the left, a green .and shady A'alley opens, and a pretty 
counti’y-Iiouse, recalling oiir European villas, is placed 
aloiio on ono (d* tho slopes of this valley. It belongs to 
an Arab merchant of Acre, Europeans run no danger 
in tho (;nvirons of Nazareth — a population almost whol ly 
Christian is at their service. In two hours w*e reach a 
scries of small vales, gracefully Aviudiug between hills 
that aro clothed with beautiful woods of iiohn-oaks. 
These woods divide the plain of Caypha from the laml 
of N.azarcth and tho desiirt of Mount Tabor. Mount 
Carmel, au elevated chain of mountains, which com- 
mences at the course of the Jordan, and ends perpen- 
diculaidy above tho sea, begins to show itself on our 
left. Its dark green, ricige contrasts with the sky of 
dcej> blue, iu which heated vapours aro floating, like 
the light smoke which issues from tho mouth of an 
oven. Its sides are dressed iu a vigorous and hardy 
vegetation. There is every where tliick brusliw’ooa, 
surmounted here and there by tlie projecting licads of 
oaks. Grey rocks, cut by nature into strange an4 
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coloaaal forma, at intervals pxcroc thia verdant layer, 
and throw back tho dazzling rays of the suii. Such is 
the aspect we have on our left far as tho eye can reach ; 
at our feet, the valleys which wo follow sink in gcntlo 
slopes, and begin to open on tho beautiful jdaiii of 
Cay|)ha. We scale the last dt'tached hills m’IucJi sepa- 
rate us from it, and we lose sight of it only to imme- 
diately regain it. ^Fheso (Ictacheil hills between Palestine 
and tlio coast of Syria, liavo at once the uiost agreeable 
and the most soli'inn positions that we have contem- 
plated. Here and there, in tho forests of oaks aban- 
doned to nature, arc extensive glades, covered w'itli a 
swurd us vi'lvcty as our western meadows ; in the rear, 
liie peak of 'i’abor rises into tho fiery sky, like a ma- 
jestic altar crowned with green garlands ; bifyond, the 
blue tops of the mountains of Jelboe, and tho hills of 
Samaria, oscillate in the indistinct horizon. Mount 
Carmel throws its large and heavy shadow on one side 
of the scene, and the eye following it, falls on tlxe .sea 
which terminates the wlioh^, as tlio sky in the finest 
landscapes. How many sites have 1 not selected in my 
jiiitid to er(‘ct a liouse, an agricultural fortress, and to 
found tlnn-e* a colony, with some friends from Europe, 
and a few' Imndrcds of those youths, disinherited from 
all future prospects in our too tlhckly peopled countries ! 
The beauty of the ])lacos, the .serenity of the .sky, tho 
prodigious fertility of tlio soil, llu» variety of the tro- 
pical products for w hicli the eartli can b<i tasked, fhe 
fiicility of pi’ocuriiig labour at a low price, tho proxi- 
mity of two immense, fruitful, watered, and unappro- 
jn*ii\ted plains, tlie neanu^ss of the seti for tlie exporta- 
tion of jjnxiuce, the security which might be easily 
obtained against the Arabs of Jordan by raising sligliL 
fortilications tit the ])a.ss('s of thes<i liills — all lias made 
me select tills {.art of Syria for the agricultural and 
civilising eutorpriso on which I have since resolved. 

Same datCy cveniiifj — Wo liave been .surfirised by a 
Btorm in tho middle of tlio <lay. J have seldom seem 
any thing so terrihh.’. 'I’lio clouds rose like tower.s 
perpondieultirly above Mount Carmel; they si>codily 
enveloped tlie long peak of that chain of mouiUaiiis ; 
and the mountain itsolij lately so serene and brilliant, 
•was by degrees immersed in dark rolling billows, split 
at intervals by .streaks of lire. In a few moments the 
wiiolo Jiorizon dropped and contracted upon us. The 
thunder gave no claps ; it w'as one continued, awful, and 
deafening roll, like the roar of the waves on a beach 
during a viohnit tempest. Tho lightning guslicd like 
actual torrents of lire from the sky, on the black sides 
of Carinol ; the oaks on the mountain, and those on the 
liills ht*siJ(‘ us, bent like reeds. Tlie wind, which rushed 
from the gorges and caverns, w^onld have overthrown 
us, if we iiad not (juittc'd our horses, and found some 
<h-gree of shelter behind a rock in tlu; dry bed of a, 
torrent. 'ITus dried loaves, lifted up by tlic storm, flew' 
ov(;r our heads like clouds, and the branches of trees 
fell thickly around us. i remembered ilie Bible, and 
the prodigies of Eliius, the exterminat ing prophet, on 
his inoinaain ; his grotto was not far distant. 

The teniprst was over in half an fiour. We drank 
tho water of its rains, collecte I in the felt coverings of 
our horses. We reposed a few moinents nearly half 
way from Nazareth to (aypha, and wo then rcsum« d 
our ronte, skirling the foot of INIouut Carmel, wiiich we 
had on our left, with a vast pjlain and a river on our 
right. Carmel, wliich wc thus followx:d for nearly four 
hours, presented to us rvi ry where the same severo 
and solemk aspect. It is a gi;'ari.' and almost per- 
pendicular wall, entirely vjovei.'i \.’ith h’'ushw./*d and 
Cv >riferous herbs. On no part U the rock bare; J^omc 
blocks, aetached from the mountain, liavo roiled nto 
the plnin. 'J'key are as citadels, given by nature m 
servo for foundation and shclKu- to the villr ea of llic 
Arab hiL-^h-uidmen. Wo fell in with only uno of tlic.se 
villaj^cfi, two hours o)* thereabouts btJure perceiving 
the tovva.l^\.A;iVvj)ha. h’ho honsf.s aro low, wilbout 
»ver(‘d with a terr.u'uig, which protects 
Bii the top, tlie Arabs ert -t a second 
pSpported by trunks <»f trees, where they 
ho suiuiucr. Tliese terraces were filled 


•with men and women, who looked at ua passing, and 
yelled out imprecations on us. The appearance of this 
people is ferocious ; not one of them, however, durst 
descend from his lieight to insult us at closer quarters. 

At seven o’clock we drew near to Caypha, the wliite 
domes, minarets, and walls of wliich present, as do all 
the towns of the East, a brilliant and gay appearance 
at a certain distance. Caypha is seated at the foot of 
Carmel, on a bank of white sand on tho sliores of tho 
sea. This town forms the extremity of an arc, the other 
extremity of which is St Jean d’Acre. A gulf two 
leagues wide separates them. This gulf has one of tho 
most delightful shores that the eye of a mariner can 
fall upon. Acre, with its Ibrtitications breaclied by the 
cannon of Ibrahim Pacha, and of Napoleon, with its 
handsome but battered mosque, and its domi5 pierced 
to the day, witli tlio sails which enter and leave its 
port, draws the eye to a scene which is one of the most 
important and distinguislied in the annals of vvar. At 
tho bottom of the gulf, avast cultivated plain stretches. 
Mount Carmel throwing its liuge shadow over it. Thou 
Caypha, like a twin-sisti>r of Acre, lies on tlio other 
.side of the gulf, advancing into the sea, with its slender 
mole, at wliich .some Arab brigs are moored ; abovo 
Caypha, is a forest of large olive-tribes, and yet higher, 
a road cut in the rock leading to the sunniht of tho 
peak. 'I’vvo vast edifices crown the mountain ; (he one 
a pleasure-house of Abdallah, Pach.a of Acre ; the otlier 
the convent of the monks of Cariiui, rectuitly erected 
by tlie alms of Christianity, and .surmounted by a large 
tri-eolonrcd flag, announcing to ns tlii* asylum anil pro- 
tection of Frenchmen ; a little lowiT tluin the convr-nfc 
are iinrucnsc caverns, hollowed in tlio granite of tho 
monntuin, which ai’c the famous grottoes of the prophets. 
Siieh is the landscajxb wliich siruek us t»n entering tho 
dusty and narrow streets of Caypha. Tlie iiihahitants 
looked in astonisliment and alarm on our Jong caravan 
defiling. VVe knmv no one, nor had we a r<.‘.stiiig-plac(' 
or hospitality to claim. Chance threw in our way a 
young Piediiioiitese, wJjo perfornw'd the functions of 
vice-consul at Caypha, siiico the taking and destruc- 
tion of Acre. M. Bianco, Sardinian Con.sul in Syria, 
liad written to him on our bidiidf, and had requested 
him to recidvc us, if wo sliould pass through Caypha. 
lie saluted us, iiifornx’d Jiiuiself of our names, and con- 
ducted us to till? gate of tho small ruined Jiou.se, iu w hieli 
be Jived with his iiiotlier and two young .si.stiTs. We 
left our horsc.s and Arabs to encamp on tlie sea-shore 
nciar the town, and we entered the abode of M. .Mala- 
jamba — such was tlie name of this young and ,'uiiiahle 
vice-consul, the only F.uropean who remains upon the 
lesolate field of battle, since tbo complete ruin of Acre 
by tho Egyptians. * 

A small court and wooden Btaircaso lead to a litllo 
•rrace covered with palm-leaves ; hohind tliis teri’aixi 
I.VO bare rooms, surrounded only by a divan, tin; .solo 
indispensable furniture of rich and poor in all the East ; 
a few flower-pots on the terrace ; an aviary of ])relty 
grey doves, tended by tho sisters of M. Malagamba ; 
sln lves round tlio walls, on wdiich arc arranged, in 
order, cups, pipe.s, liquor-gl.a8S<*.s, silver perfunui-jiaiis, 
and w^oodeii crucifixe.s, inlaid witli .inotlier-of-jiearl, 
made at Bethlehem — .such is tho entire furniture of this 
poor habitation, in which a forsaken family represents, 
for an allowance of 1000 pia.stres [about XP2, 10s. 
sterling], one of our European powcuxs. 

Madame Malagamba, the mother, received us with 
the cereuionies iKsual in tlie country. She pre.sented 
us with perfumes .and scented watiT, and wc were 
scarcely seated on tho divan, wiping tlio pcirspiration 
from our brows, than her daughters, two lieaveuly 
apparitions, issued from tlie adjoining room, and pre- 
sented to UH orange water and sw'eibtmeats, on plate.s of 
Chine.se porcelain. Tho empii’c of beauty over our 
souls is sucli, that, although parcliofl with thirst, and 
exhui sicd by aUwelve hours’ march, wc should have 
.iv gazing in imitc contemplation at tho two yquiig 
girls, without carrying the glasses to our lips, if their 
mother had not, by her (uitreaties, urged us to accept 
what her daughters offered us. The whole Eivst 

j-'f- i, 
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thclco, such as I had dreamed it in my young days, 
when the thought was filled with enchanted ideas of its 
features and its poets 1 One of the young girls was but 
a child ; she was simply the graceful accorufianiinent of 
her sister, as an imago reflected by another. After 
having attended to all the calls of the most simple, but 
nevertheless tlio most poetic, hospitality, the young 
girls camo and seated themselves by the side of tlieir 
mother, on the divan opposite to us. This is the picture 
wiiich I wish I could pourtriiy in words, to iwcscvvo it 
in my notes as I see it in ii>y mind ; hitt we have a 
capacity for feeling beauty in all its slnules, in all its 
delicacies, in all its mysteries, and we have but one 
vaguo and abstract word to tell what beauty is. In this 
consists tho triumph of painting ; it presents at oiio 
touch, it preserves for ages that ravishing impression of 
a female visage, of wliich llio poet can only say, “ is 
beautiful;'*^ and wo must believe him on his word — but 
Ills word docs not paint ! 

The young girl, then, was seated on tho carpet, her 
logs folded under her, her elbow resting on her mother’s 
knees, her faco a little thro^vn back, now lifting lier 
blue eyes to express to ber mother her artless wonder 
at our appearance and words, now casting them on us 
in a graceful .scrutiny, then sinking them involuntarily, 
and concealing lliern beneath her long silken and jet- 
black eyclaslies, whilst a virgin blush sullnsed her 
cheek, or an ill-y oppressed gentle smile played on lier 
lips. Our singular cosiunio was iionv to In r, and tho 
striingeness of our manners caused in her an always- 
recurring astonishment ; her mother in vain made signs 
to her nut to tirstify hm" surprise, for fear of giving us 
offence ; tlio simplicity iirid ingeniiousnoss of her impres- 
sions dopiet(Ml th(!m, in spite of her, on an ai*tless faee of 
.sixteen, and her mind was <lispiayed in each expression 
of her features with such a grace and such elearnes.s, 
that lier thoughts could be detected bom.'ath her pure 
skin before she was lierstdf conscious of them. The play 
of the sun's rays, glancing through foliage upon liin])id 
water, is less varying and less tran.sjiarent than her 
countenance. We could not draw our eyes from it, and 
w(Te suflieiently rocruifi'd by the contemplation of that 
face, which none of us will over forget. 

Madcmois('Ile Alalagamba has that sort of beauty 
that can he found only in Iho East ; the shape moulded 
as it is in tho Greek statues ; the soul revealed in the 
glance, as it is iu the ratios of the south ; and tho art- 
lessiicss in cxi>ression,.as it exists only amongst primi- 
tive tribes. W hen these tbnic coiiditiuns of beauty 
in one female face, and liarnionionsly blend on features 
ill the first blossom of youth ; when the pciLsive and 
straying thougJit brightens, with a soft but In.strous 
moisture, eyes through wiiich tlie workings « if th<* heart 
are read, for iimcn;cucc has nothing to veil ; wiion the 
delicacy,,o^, tho form, the virgin symmetry of the out- 
lines, the elcganco and fiexibilit.y of the shajK*, j-e\eal 
to tho eye that voluptuous sensibility of being born lv> 
love, and so mingle soul and sense, that wo know not, 
as wo gaze, whether wo feel or hut admire — then is 
Dc^aiity perfect, and wo experience at its aspect that 
complete satisfaction of the senses and tlio heart, that 
harmony of gratifications which is not w hat v/e call love, 
but which is the lovo of the intelk’cfc, of the artist, of 
genius for a perfect work. We /aj' to ourselves — here 
it is good ; and w»^ cannot tear ourselves from that 
place on which wo liadjiist before seati.’d ourselves 
with indifference, so much is the beautiful the light of 
the understanding and tho in<^iacible allurement of tho 
heart ! 

Her oriental costume added yet more to the cliarms 
of lier person ; her long flaxen hair, slightly yellowed, 
was plaited on her head iu a multitude of trc.s.«cs. which 
fell (town ou botli sides over her naked shoulders ; a 
confused collection of i^earls, of golden sequins, of wliite 
and scarlet flowers, w\as scattered on her locks, as if a 
handful liad been talten from a casket, and tbrowm at 
hazard on her head, leaving the shower of jeweV, and 
flowers to settle as it might. All w'as suitable ; nothing 
can disfigure a girl of fifteen. Her bosom was mieovered, 
accordmg to the custom of the Arabian females , 


of muslin, embroidered witli silver flowers, was tied 
with a shawl round her w'aist ; her arms were passed 
through hanging sleeves oj^en to tho elljow, from a vest 
of green cli/tn, llie skirts of which liung loosely over the 
person; wide pantaloons with atbouwaud folds completed 
this costume ; whilst her ankles were encirclctl with two 
bracelets of carved silver. One of these anklets was 
ornamented wdth small silver bells, from wdiich every 
movement of her feet drew a noise. No poet has over 
described so ravishing a vision. Tl\c llaidec^ of Lord 
Byron, in Don Juan, has soinetliiiig of Mudenioiscllo 
iMalagamba, but she is far removed from that perfec- 
tion of grace, innocence, soft bashfulness, voluptuous 
languor, and dazzling serenity, which are mingled in 
Jici* yet infantine features. I engrave it on my memory 
to paint it hei’eafter, as tho type of pure beauty and 
love, in llui poem where 1 shall consecrate my impres- 
sions. 

It would have been a beautiful suliject for a picture, if 
we had had a painter in our party, this travelling scene I 
Our Turkish costumes, ri<di and pietun^squo ; our arras 
of all sorts scattered on tho floor around us ; our liounds 
coiiclied at our feet ; those three female foriiis sitting 
cross-legged on an Ab ppo carpet in front of us ; their 
attitudes full of simpiieity, novelty, and carcl(*ssness ; 
the expression of their countenances, whilst 1 related to 
them my travels, or wo drenv a comparison between our 
European ii.‘;ag(?.s, and the species of hospitality which 
they tendered ns ; tho pans of pt'rfimie burning iu a 
corner, scenting tho air of evening ; the mithpie form 
of tlio vases in which tlmy handed us slicrbet and aro- 
matic drinks — all this, iu tho midst of a dilapidated 
chamber, op<*n towarrls tho sea, and into wliieh tho 
branchc.s of a palm-tree, growing in the court, thrust 
themselves through tho wide openings without panes. 

I regret that I do not convijy this scene to my friends, 
as 1 hoar it in my ow’ji mind. 

Madame MulagaTuba,tlio mothcr,ls a G reek, horn in the 
isle of Cyprus ; slio there married, when fourteen years 
old, M. Malagainba, a rich Frank mcndiaiit, who was at 
the same time consul at Lariiaca. Losses and revolu- 
tions carried off M. Malagamba’s fortune ; he came to 
Aero ill search of a jielty post of consular agent, and 
there died, leaving liis wife and four cliildren in the 
most absolute privation. His son, a young man, re- 
marknhlo for his honesty and intelligence, was employed 
by some consuls, and at length obtained thei situation of 
consular agimt for Sardinia at ('aypha. It is with the 
.-'I ruder emoluments of this precarious employment that 
h<‘ inaintain.s his mother and his sisters. The eldest 
sister of Mademoisello IMalagamba, equally beautiful as * 
she whom we have so much admired, it was stated to 
us, had inspired ; ueh a passion in one of the young 
monks of tho convent of Cayplui, who had enjoyed 
opportunitie.s of seeing her frnni tin* terrace of the con- 
vent, that he had flown to an English ship, had em- 
braced the 1‘rotestunt faith, to enable him to defuaiid 
h('r ill marriage, and had attempted, under different 
disguises, all nnjins to carry her ofl’. ^It was believed 
that at this period lift was still concealed in some town 
on tho coast of Syria, in order to put his project in exe- 
cution ; but the Turkish authorities guardeil the safety 
of the family ; and if the monks, w ho exercise over the 
hn'thren tho most arbitrary and unrelenting sway, 
should discover the fugitive, he wiuihi expiat(>, in per- 
petual captivity, tho insane love this fatal beauty has 
lighted iu his Jieart. We did not see this sister. 

The night was fulling, and' it became hecessary .at 
last to tear ourselves from the enchantment of this 
reception, and to proceed in search of an a.sylum at tlic 
convent of Mount Carmel. M. Malagaraba had gone 
to notify to the fathers tho numerous guests who were 
aiffiroachiiig. We arose, and w^ero compelled, in obe- 
dience to the usages of tho country, to permit Madame 
and Mademoiselle Malagamba to jiut their lips to our 
hands ; and wo again got on our horses. 

Mount Carmel begins to rise at a fcNv minutes’ march 
from Caypha. Wo ascended it by a. pr«‘tty fair road| 
cut in tho rock, ou the very edge of the lull ; every step 
that w'o mad© discovered to us a new horizon upon tho 
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sea, upon the hills of Palostine, and upon the shores 
of Idumtea. Half-way up, we met one of the fathers 
of Carmel, wlio, during fox’ty years, has inhahited a 
little house whi(di serves as a sort of hospital for the 
poor in the town of Caypha, and who mounts and 
descends the mountain twicro in the day, in ord(‘r to 
pray with his hrothoi’s. The mild expression of sere- 
nity of mind, and gaiety of heart, which shone in his 
featun'S, struck us. These marks of pt'aceable and 
invariable happiness are never perceived but inimni of 
rude and siinjile lih*, and of kind-hearted dispositions. 
The ladder of happiness is one of <lescent : it is moi*© 
abundant in the luimblo situations of life than in ele- 
vated stations. God gives to some in internal felicity 
what he grants to others in splendour, renown, and 
fortune. 1 have, on rept'ated occasions, seen proof of this. 
Diiter a saloon, seek out the man whoso eoiinteiianco 
expresses the most of inward content, and ask his 
name ; it is one unknown and neglected l)y the world. 
Providence reveals itself every where. 

At the gate of tlie beautiful monastery, which rises 
at present, all newly built and of dazzling whiteness, 
upon the most point(vl .siiminit of the jjoak of ('arnK;!, 
two fathers awaited our coming. TJicy were the .soKj 
inhabitants of tliis vast and magnificent retreat of 
coenobites. We were welcomed by them as country- 
Jneii and friends. 'J’Jiey placed at our disposal three 
cells, each provided with a bed-— a ran* piece of furni- 
ture ill the Kast — a chair, and a table. Our Arabs 
took up their fiuarter.s with the liorscs in tlio large inner 
courts of tlie monastery. We were si'rved witli a sup- 
per of fresh fish, and vegetables grown amongst the 
rocks of the mountain. AVc passed ad(;lightful evening, 
after so many fatigues, seated on the wide balconies 
which command ihe sea and the caverns of the i>ro- 
pbets. A calm moonshine glittered on the waves, the 
murmur and freshening scent of which reached ns at 
our elevation. Wo determined on passing the following 
day in this asylum, to ri?st our horses, and relit our 
stock of provisions. We were about to enter a new 
country, where we should find neitlujr town nor village*, 
and v(rry seldom springs of sweet water. We had the 
prospect of live days in the di'sert, 

October 2’2 A day of rt'st, pass(‘(l at the monastery 

of Mount Garinel, or in going over tlie scenes of the 
mountain and the grottoes of Elias and the prophets. 
The princi(>iil of these grottoes, evidently cut out of the 
hardest rock by the hand of man, is a chamber of 
pri'digious height ; tliii only view from it is over the 
houndl(?ss sea, and the only noise that is heard comes 
. from th<^ breakers continually dashing against tlic 
ledges of the promontory. Tradition recounts tliat this 
was tlie scliool in wliicli Elias tauglit the knowledge of 
tin* mysteries, and of sacred poesy. The place was 
admlrahly chosen ; and the voice of the aged prophet, 
ihe instructor of an innumerable generation of j|»ro- 
phets, must have had a majestic echo in the hollow 
bosom of the mountain, which he illi strated by .so 
many prodigies, and to which lie has left liis name I 
The history of l^ias is one of the njosttnarvellons rela- 
tions of sacred antiiiuity ; he is the giant of the sacred 
bards. Recalling his life, and his terrible vengeance, it 
seems as if this man Iiad the thunder of the Lord for 
a soul, and that tin? element on wliicli he was borne 
to heaven Mas the one in Mhich he was brought forth. 
It forms a fine lyric or feature in the poem of the I 
ancient mysteries of .Judaic civilisation. Gn the whole, | 
the era ol tiie projihets, considering it historicaJlv, is ; 
one of the l<*ast intelligible hi the o .*h,tcm e ..f fhi*. ‘ugi- I 
tiv' raee. We discern, however, cspi'cially in the epoch ! 
of Elias, t)xe intent of that singular organisation of the. I 
^dy ot prophet... It was evidently a sainlly and le^ i 
tcred class, always in opposition to the king- , sacred 
tribunes of Hie pirople, exciting or calming them by 
songs, pa.«ibles, or riennneiations ; raising factions in 
Israel, as eloquence and the pn.'ss iiiHamc t hem amongst 
us; combating with each other, sorr-jtimes with the 
mvord of the tongue, at others with stonings imd wca^ 

' each other from the fa.ee of the 

Elias destroying them by buudvcdsj 


I then yielding in their turn, And giving place to other 
leaders of the people. Never lias poetry, properly so 
I called, played so grand a part in the political drama, or 
in the dc.stinies of civilisation. Reason or passion, as 
tlicy were false or true prophets, spoke by their mouths 
only in the energetic and harmonious language of 
images. They were not orators, as at Athens or Romo ; 
an orator is too much a mortal ! — theirs wero hymns 
and lamentations : the poet is divine ! 

Wliat an ardent, impassioned, ajid wild imagination, 
docs it not suppose in a people under such dominion of 
the poetic word ! — and must we not ho astonislicd, that, 
independently of the high religious import these effu- 
sions hear, they should be so perfect, so inimitable a 
moniiineiit of genius and elegance^ The rewards of 
poets then were society itself. Tlu‘ir inspiration sub- 
mitted the j)(!oplc to them ; they drew them at their 
pleasure to crime or heroism ; they made kings tn'inhle, 
or cast cinders on their heads ; or, awakening patriotism 
in the hearts of their countrymen, they mailc them 
triumph over tlieir enemies, or recalled to them, in 
exile and slavery* the liills of Sion, and the fre<?dom of 
the chihJren of God. I arn surpriserl, that am<ingst all 
the gre.'it dramas that modern pox.'try has drawn from 
the history of the Jew.s, it lias never yet conc(‘ived iho 
marvcllons action of the prophets. It is a beautiful song 
of o'cumenieal history. 

Same date . — I arn returned from a .solitary Avalk ovei* 
tlie odoriferous shqtes of C’annel. 1 was seati'd iindm* 
an arbutus, a little above the perpi'mlicular path whieh 
reaches to the top of the mountain and Hnislu's at the 
convent, contemplating the sea, rvhieli sej'aratcs mo 
from so many things and beings that 1 have knoivn and 
loved, Imt Mliieh does not part me from their nn'iiiorv. 

J recalled my past life; 1 remmnbereil similar Iioiirs 
spent on so many diflerent shores, and Nvith such dis- 
siinilur reiloctions ; f asked myself if it Mi-rt* indeed 1 
who Mas then^, ul the isolated peak of Moimf ( anm'l, a 
fmv league.s from Arabia and the desi.'rt, and wlu'rx'fon? 
I M'as there, andM'hither I \v('nt, n hither returned, and 
wliat hand conducted me ; and m hat it Mas that I sinight, 
Tknowingly or unknowingly, in tlit'se pc'rjietual Mander- 
ing.s thrxnigh the Morld. f eould seareely make of 
myself a single being, in such opposite and imfori'sceu 
phases of my short cxistema*; but the connected, lueid, 
and immediate impressions of all the individuals M’Jiom 
I. have loved and lost, all ct'iitered in tln^ same lireast 
witli a profound sorrow, and provcil too Mell tliat the 
unity wliicli I discovered not in my life, Mas sufliciently 
sensible in my Iieart ! — and i felt my eyt's groM’ moist 
in ponde*ringon the past, mIicih! 1 already saM live or six 
tombs hiMliic.b my liai»pineKS was so ipnny tiim s (mi- 
gulfed ! Tlieii folloM-ing my instinct, when my feelings 
become too powerful, and are ready tr> turn my brain, 
I dsed them in a }»ioiis flight towards G«)d, towards 
that Iniiiiite Being who receives, alxsorbs, and rc'storc s 
all. I prayed to him, 1 submitted myself to hi.s M ill, 
always her “Hcei it. I .said to him, ‘"'All is good, since, 
you Iiave M’iilcd it; look on mo still ; eontiiuie to lead 
I by your ways, and not by mine ; eouduct me M’liither 
! you M'ill, and tus you will, provideil Bfi'el myself con- 
I ducted by you ; provided you reveal your.self from 
to time to my darkness by one of those lirightt'iiings of 
the soul, which show us, like the lightning, a momentary 
liorizoii in the midst of our profound night ; provided 
1 feel my.self sn.stainet’ by that immortal hope Mdiicli 
you have left on eartli, like the voice of those m Iio are no 
moro; provided I find them again in you, and tlicy 
know’ me again, and we lovo each other in that iiictf- 
ablo union wc shall form — you, they, and mo ! This is 
sufficient for mo still to advance, to marcli even to th(3 
end, in this road which seems so endless. But grant 
that the path bo not too rough for feet already 
Wiiiinded 

J arosi; more buoyant, and set my.self to collect somo 
Ir"*dfuL of the sweetly -smelling herbs witli which 
Giij liiei is all perfumed. Tlio fathers in the convent 
make from them a sort of tea, more strongly scented 
than the mint and sage of our gardens. 1 was disturbed 
[dn my rctlectlons and herborising by the stcf^ of two 
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les, ^v}lOSe iron shoes echoed upon the smooth rock 
the pathway. Two females, enveloped from head to 
t in long white cloaks, w'ere seated ort the asses; a 
ing man held the bridle of the foremost of these 
inivls, and two Arabs inarched behind, bearing on 
ucir heads large baskets of reeds, covered over with 
apkiiis of embroidered muslin. It was M. Malagamba, 
is mother, and his sister, who were ascending to the 
lonastory to offer mo provisions for the journey, 

, liich tliey had prepared during the night. One of tho 
askets was filled with little loaves, yidlow as gold, and 
f an ex()uisite tluvour — a precious gift in a country 
die re bread is unknown. The other was filled with 
L'uits of all kinds, with some bottles of excellent wine 
f Cyprus and Lebanon, and with innumcrjible sweet- 
icats, the delight of the orientals. 1 received with 
nititudo tin? present of these amiable wonion. I sent 
lie Ai’abs forward with the baskt;ts to the monastery, 
iid w'e seated ourselves to converse for a inoincnt on 
lieinisfortuuos of Madame Malagamba. The place w'as 
harming ; it was iin<ler two or three great olive-trees, 

, hieh overshadow one of the basins which the spring of 
lie prophet Klias has worn, as it falls from rock to rock 
ito a Hinall ravine of the mountain. The Arabs had 
trtdched tlio carpets of the asses on the hank which 
iirroiiiKls the spring, and the two ladiiis, w'lio had cast 
aek tlii ii- long vi'ils over their shoulders, and were 
on tlie rustic divan on the edge of the water, in 
leir richest and most brilliant costume, formed a group 
worthy tlie ('ye of a painter. 1 w'as myself seated oppo- 
ite to them, on a ledge of the rock from w’bicli the 
pring was tmiibling. Many tears fiow'od from the eyes 
f Madame Malagamba, as she related to me the period 
f her jirosnerity, her fall into misfortune, her present 
istrt;.ss(\s, her Hight from Amv, and lier iiiateriial 
nxiel.i('s for the prospects of her son and lier churm-^ 
ng daughters. 

Madi'iiioiselle ]\lalagaml)a listened to this r(‘cital 
virli the traiupiil iiidilibreiice of earlmst youth. 8 ho 
nins(Hi herself by collecting a nosegay fnnn the flowers 
!i which hIk? w'us seated ; only, wlu'ii the voice of her 
liollier faltered as she spoke, and tears ixdh^d from her 
y('s, she threw liei* arm around the n(?ck of her mother, 
lid wiped away her tears with the muslin kerchief, 
ndjvoidered with silver, which she held in her hand; 
lien, when a smile returned lo the visage of her mother, 
li(‘ resumed h(?r infantine distraction, and lu'gan anew 
he assortment of her nosegay. 1 proniisiHl tliese uiifor- 
uiiat(‘ females to remember llu'iii, and their unexp(?(!ted 
K.'spitality, on my return to Europi*, and to sf)licit from 
uy frieiuls at Turin some ailvaiicement for tlie young 
’oiisidur agent at Caypha. Hope, altliougli V(n*y distant 
aul uiKiertaai, /('turned to tho lieart of Madame Mala- 
;:mil>a, and tluj conversation touk another iurii. We 
|Htk(; of the manners of the country, and of the inono- 
< >110118 life led by tho Arab w'oiiieii, whose habits the 
Jairopeuii feiiialt.*s, r(?sid(;iit in Arabia, art* obliged also to 
bllow. Hut Mademoiselle Malagamba and her mother 
lad nev(n' exjierieiieed any other sort of life, and were 
iiirprised at tlie contrary aeeount 1 gave them of affairs 
11 Kuvoi>e. 'j’o live for a single inau, and with a single 
honght, ill the pri\umy of their apartment ; to pass the 
lay on a sofa plaiting their hair, or arranging, in gracc- 
ul order, tho numerous jewels with wJiicli tbtjy di ciu'atc 
dieniselves ; to breathe the fresh air of the mountain 
jr tlie sea, from tlu' top of a terrace, or through the 
atti(^eH et a grated window' ; to make 'Jk few turns 
jeiieatli tho orange and jioniegranate trees of a small 
garden, and to sit in a reverie on the edge of a basin, 
wliich the spouting w'ater stirs with its nmrimir; to 
Lend the household, and make witli tlieir own hands 
lh<} bread-past(’, the sherbet, and tho sweetmeats ; once 
i-we(;k to pass the day at the public batli, iu com- 
pany witli all tli(? young girls of the town, and sing a 
few stan/as from the Arabian poets, accompanying 
tlu'mselves on the guitar — such is the entire existence 
of femnlos in tlu^ Kant. Society docs not exist foi* 
tliem ; therefore they have none of the factitious I'as- 
«ions of self-love wliich society produces ; they are 
"holly devoted to love when they are young and beau- 


tiful, and afterwards to domestic cares and to their 
children. Are such customs as valuable as otliers ] 
Whilst we were thus talking on chance topics, my 
dragoman, a young man, horn in Arabia, and well 
versed in Arabic literature, had been searching for mo 
round the convent, and discovered me seated near tlie 
fountain. Ho brmight to me another young Arab, who 
had learnt my amval at Caypha, and had come from 
St Jean d’Acre to make acquaintance with a poet from 
tho west. This young man, born in Lebanon, and 
educated at Aleppo, was already celebrated for his 
poetic talent. I had myself often heard of him, and I 
had got several of his compositions translated for me. 
He brought me some pieces, the trau.slatioii of which I 
shall aftu’wards give. He seated himself beside us 
near the fountain, and we conversed a long time, with 
the assistance of my dragoman. However, the day 
was dropping, and it behoved us to separate. As we 
are botli poets,” said 1 to him, “and as liazard has 
brought us together from two such opposite points of 
tho world on so delightful a spot, in so swei't an hour, 
and in presence of so i-avishing a beauty, we ought to 
celebrate by some verses, each in his own tongue, our 
meeting, and the impressions which the inoineut in- 
spires.” He smiled, and drew from his girdle tho ink- 
stand, and jien of rei^d, w'liich an Aral) writer no more 
quits than the trooper his sword. We lioth n'tired a 
few pa(-*es to meditate on our verses. He had finished 
long before me. 1 need not say that all language 
suffers wlien put into another tongue ; but here is the 
translation of his poetry : — • 

“ In the g.ardens of Caypha there is a flower which 
the rays of the .siiii seek through the arbours of palm- 
leaves. 

This flower has eyes more soft than the gazelle, 
eves which resi^mble a drop of w’ater from the sea iu a 
shell. 

This flower has so delicious a fragrance, that tlus 
chief who flies beftiro the laii(!fi of anotlK.r tribt', on his 
mare more mpid than the fall of w aters, feels it in his 
llight, ami stops to inhale it. 

The gust of the simoom destroys all other perfumes 
on the clothes of tlio traveller, but it cannot reniovii 
from tluj hi'art the odour of this wonderful flow'er. 

We find it on tJio banks of a str(,*am, which flows 
without a murmur at its feet. 

Yomig maiden, tell me the name of tliy father, and 
I will tell thee the iiaiue of this fiow'cr.” 

The following arc my verses, wliiifli I caused to be 
translated into Arabic by my di’agoman : - 

Clear-mirron'd fount ! when on thy verdant ledgo 
The pensive Lilia (ionies her form ti> lay, 

And casts her bending imago o’(>r thy cilgt*, 

Like star of midnight in u tidoK^v^ bay, 

A gentle shiver cnrls thy sleeping waves. 

No more thy bed of sand or reuds is seen, 

Hut joyful light thy liquid bosom paves, 

And heaven is nought but iu thy glassy sheen. 

ThouTt but a shade of lovely things the while, 

Of e^t's than tJiiiie own iKudcr-flowers more blue. 

Of teeth of i»earl, that ’tween two rose-lips smile, 

And globes, by pure sighs moved, of snowy hue ; 

Hair twimid with flowi'rs, and bending with their weight. 
And eorals, heightcniiig every native chai'm— 

Hright pearls, wliieli one might think to soizo on straight, 
Like sands of gold, hy plunging in the arm. ^ 

Source of this shade, my hands are o’er thee placed. 

Lest all should he dispelled by some chance blast. 

And, envious of tho bank, my lips w'ould tasto 

'riio happy waves through which thy shape has past. 

But Lilia, laughing, seeks her mother’s side. 

And then the fount is but a small dark pool : 
iu vain 1 taste it— bitter is its tide, 

Tarnished by vasc-^tirred sand, of insects full. 

'SVlmt thou dost for these waters, sweet young flower, 

31y soul has ever felt from beauty’s might ; 

While basking in its smile, joy rules the hour, 
ilut when its glance is veiW, then cometh night ! 
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It was rather imfortiinatc, that the young girl for 
whom we made verses in Ara])ic and French under- 
stood neither language, and had acquired but an indif- 
ferent portion of Italian. 

October ‘J3. — At sunrise we quitted, fresh and ac- 
tive, tho convent of Mount Carmel, and its two excel- 
lent monks, and we proceeded by the pretripitous paths 
which lead from tho peak to the sea. 'I’liere wc entered 
the desert, which stretches l)(?tu'e{‘U tlie Syrian Sea, the 
coasts of winch arc in general Hat, sandy, and indent'd 
with small hays, and tlie mountains wliich continue the 
ridge of Carmel. These mountains sink hy insensible 
degrees as they approaeli Calilee ; they are hlaek and 
bare ; the rocks stand out from the covering of soil and 
shrubs which still remains; their appearance is sad 
ami sombre ; they have only their glitUiring reflection, 
and the ideal majtisty of the past. The chain, which 
continues about tmi Ic^agiu'S, is brokoji at intervals, and 
Some sliort valley is opened to tlui eye; at the bottom, 
or on tho sides of one of these valleys, we perceive dis- 
tinctly the ruins of a fortified castle, and a large Arab 
village, stretching under the walls of the castle; the 
smoke from the houses rises, and is nafted along the 
sides of Carmel, and rows of camels, ))lack goats, and 
red cows, wind down from the village to the ]»iain wliich 
we are traversing. Seme Arabs on horsidjack, :n-nu;d 
with lances, ami simply clad in their white woollen 
cloak, with their h*gs and arms bare, march at tb(‘ 
head and on tl)(^ sid(.‘s of these pastoral troops, which 
are led to the only si>ring wliich we have met for hmr 
hours. The wells were formerly di.scovei*e<l, and ting 
hy the ndiahilauts of the towns situated on the sea- 
shore ; tho present race of Arabs have abamlonotl tlu'so 
towns ages ago ; the foimtain alone remains, and they 
make this journey of an hour or two every day, to 
fetch water, and let the cattle drink. W’e murclu'd all 
the day over tho remains of walls and mosaics, which 
break through the sand; the route is strewed with 
mins, whicli attest the splendour and immense popu- 
lation of these shores in remote t imes. 

We had seen since the inoruing, in the horizon be- 
fore ns, on tho edge of the sea, a prodigious eolumn, on 
which the rays of the sun wore glittt'ring, and which 
seemed to grow larger, and sjiriiig from tlic waves, in 
proportion as w’c ajijiroacln.d. Cii drawing near, we 
hnd tliat this column is a confused mass of magnificent 
ruins, belonging to diflcTcnt eras; w'o distinguish, first 
of all, an immense wall, jicrfoctly similar, from its 
form and the ciiisellmg of its stones, toajiortion of the 
Coliseum at Home. Tiiis wall, of a prodigious height, 
comes out alone, in a slanting direction, upon aheap »)f 
other ruins of Greek and lioman c.onstriiction, and wo. 
soon disetwer heliiiid it the elegant and open remains 
of a AToorish inonuim'nt, a church, or a mostpje, oi- 
perhaps both in turn ; then a scries <'f other remaiuH 
of divers ancient buildings yet .standing, and in good 
preservation. ^I'ho sandy road which. our guidi^s pur- 
sued, hal u.s pretty near this curious relic of ‘he past, 
the e xistence, name, and date of whicli we were com- 
pletely unacquainted with. About j^ilf a mile from 
this group of monuments, tho sea-eoas.t rises, and llm 
sand turns to rock ; thi.s rock has b(;en cut hy the ijaiid 
of man, on all sides ff>r about a mile in circumference. 
It might be called a i»riniitivo t(nvn, scooped out of tho 
rock, before mankind lia<l learnt Ihc art of raisiiig 
stones from the gi’ound, and erei. ling dwellings on its 
surface ; it is, iu fact, one of those subterranean tow'n.t 
of which tli^ earliest histories s[)eak, or in. k ist one of 
those vast necropolises, the cities - T tlv. .Lad, wh'"!) in 
every diix ion undermined the eai th or the rocks, in the i 
vicinity of tlie inimensc cities of tho living ; but the form 
of the rocks, and of tin nuinherle.ss cavern.s cut in ^heir 
iMdes, mdicatts rather, in my opinion, the abodes < P -t 
living people. Ihese ca«^'l•^JS are of great extent, w ith 
elevated entnim..,,; s. vrral broad .‘^Icps lead to these 
entonces]; ppotiingsure j'ierculal.so in tlu; rock, to give 
|i.bitations, and these c itranees and open- 
i windows, open upon stn ets iha.ply cut 
M the hill. We tracked several of these 
fc' streets, in which Hie ruts nark the 


traces of chariot wheels. A multitude of eagles and 
vultures, and innumerable hocks of starlings, started 
at onr approach from the shade of these hollowed rocks. 
Climbing plants, wall-flowers, clusters of tho myTllo 
and tho fig, have taken root in the soil of these stone 
streets, and carpet tlio long avenues. In some places 
the ancient inlialiitaiits had entirely levelled the hill, 
and dug canals, to bring water from tho sea, and open 
the prospect upon a ))art of the gulf which is formed 
behind the town. It is a landscaiie of an entirely novel, 
character, at once solemn and harsh, as wo look upon 
tho rock — smiling and bright, w hen wo gazo upon tho 
aerial streaks on the blue ocean, and upon the multi- 
tude of plants, springing spontaneously from the cre- 
vic(?s of the granite. 

Wo winded for some time through those wmidcrful 
labyrinths, and arrived at lust at tlie foot of the great 
wall and the Moorish inonuinents, w'hicli w e had })efore 
us; there we stopped an instant to deliberate. Tlie.so 
ruins have an evil reputation ; bauds of Arab robbers 
fi*o(piently conceal tliciuselves there to pillagc5 and 
massacre caravans. \\"o had been warned at Caypha 
to .avoid them, or to pass them in battle array, and i)er- 
niittiiig none of our men to stray from the ])ody of tin? 
caravan. Curiosity had provaile<l; w'o hjwl bc‘eu una])lo 
to resist the desire of visiting inonumcnts, of which 
ancient and moilern history know'S nothing. Wo weiai 
ignorant whether they were deserted or inhabited . 
When arrived near the outer wall which still I'licircles 
them, we p<!rceived a breach hy which we might pene- 
trate. At tlicsamo moment a group of Arabs on horse- 
back a])pf arcd, lancc in hand, upon the sand which was 
yet helwtM.-n ns and the opening, and came down upon 
us. Wc w'cre taken hy surprise, hut were liow'over 
ready ; wc had in our hands ouv doiible-harreilod guns 
prime<l and cocked, ami pistols in our belts. Wc ad- 
vancu'd u])on the Arabs; they stopped short, 1 s<‘pa- 
ra.t<.*d from theearavan, giving ordersfor them to remain 
under arms, and I advanced with my two companions 
ami my dragoman. Wo op(;m.Ml a parley witli them, 
and the scheik, with his principal otfieers, cscorl<(d us 
themselves as far as the breach, ami gave orders to 
tho Arabs inside to respect us, and to ]a‘rmit us to 
examine the monuments. I nevaa-tliebjss judg«'d it 
prudent io take only a part of our troop into the in- 
terior; the rest remained eneampi:d at a gunshot from 
tho hill, ready to come to our aid if wo should fall into 
ail ambuscade. This precaution w\as not useless, i'vr 
wo found within the walls a population of two or 
tlircc hundred Aralis or Bedouins, including women 
and (diildivn. There was only one ])U.ssago to get out 
of the ruins, and we might have boon easily taken and 
butchered, if the barbarians bad not litaai ladd in awe 
by the force which .staid outside, and wliich they sii]»- 
I po.sod IU - e considerable than it was iu rixility. Wo 
I ha.d taken care not to deploy our wliolo body, and some 
moukres were kept hack on purpose, stationed on a 
detached hilloiik vliore tln;y might bo seen. 

As soon as we had got througli the breach, we found 
I ourselves iu a lubyrintli of paths turning round the 
j crumbling riiiu.s of the great wall, and the otli(;r ancient 
edifices that wo .su(;cessively dtscovered. These jiaths 
or st -eets had no regular formation, but tho steps of tho 
Ai*abs, tim <*arnel.s, and the goats, ha<i beaten them at 
hazard amongst the ruhliLsli. I’he families of the tribe 
iiad built nothing tliiiinselves, tliey had simply taken 
advantage of. all the cavities which the displacing of 
monstrous bIoeJ;s had caused here and there, to shelter 
Mit-mselves witliin, some und(ir tho tops of columns or 
canitals, arrested in their full by other ruins, and others 
iiu er an awning of black goat-skiii stretched from om^ 
pill.'jr to another, and thus forming a roof. Tho scheik 
hirn.seif, his w ives and children, wlio occupied don hth^ss 
the palace of tho village, had their abode at the entrance 
of the tow n, aiiudst the ruins of a Roman tcm]do upon 
a n.Ty hi'di td* vation, Btaiiding above tlu^ path by which 
wi; cnloj . I, 'J'iuiii' dwelling was formed by an immense 
block of sculptured stone, which hung almost perjiendi- 
cularly, supported at one of its angles hy other blocks, 
rolled pell-nicll togctlier, and stopping each other^ no it 
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were, in their fall. This confused mass of stones seemed | it is easily perceived, from tlio elevation of tho ground 
.in reality as if giving way, and about to crush the: in this portion of the temple. This elevation would bo 
women and children of tho scheik, who showed their caused by the stops which ran round the altai*. Tlie 
heads above us, thrust out of this aidificial cavern. The walls of this church arc half fallen down, leaving to tho 
females were not veiled ; they had no other garment eyo vistiia upon the sea, and the reefs which skirt it. 
tlian a chemise of blue cotton, which left the neck and Climbing plants hang in leafy an<l flowery tufts from 
legs uncovered : this chemise is bound round tho body the tops of the broken arclies, and birds with scarlet 
by a belt of leather. They appeared to us handsome, necks, and flocks of small bliio .swallows, were chir|)ing 
notwithstanding the rings which pierced their nostrils, in these aerial arbours, or fluttt ring along the cornices, 
and tho fantastic tatooings with which tlieir cliceksand Nature takes up her hymn where man Inis emlod his. 
throats were furrowed. Tlio children were naked. On leaving this unknown temple, avo passed on foot 
sitting on or bestriding tho blocks f»f cliisellt'd stone through tho diffiirent alleys of the village, tumbling at 
which formed the terrace of this frightful dwelling; each step over curious relics, and discovering unlookod- 
aiid some black goats, with long pendant oars, bad for scenes amid.st this medley of savage inamiers, and 
climbed to the side of the children, up tho wail of the the beautiful testimonials of extinct civilisation. Wo 
grottoes, and gazed at us passing, or boimdt'd over onr saw a great number of Arab wonuin and girls occupied, 
heads, clearing, from block to block, the deep path in in the sniall enclosures of their huts, on the diflerent 
which wo wore walking. We saw some camels lying employments of a pastoral lib.*. Sf)Tne were weaving 
here and there in the cool liol lows, formed in the inter- stuffs of goat-hair; otlujrs w(u*e engag(‘d in grinding 
sticcs of ilio j-uins, and showing their pensive and trail- barley or baking rici\ Tliey arc in general very pretty, 
<piil heads over the trunks of the shivered columns and tall, strong, the coniplexiou burnt by tlio sun, but with 
cajiitals. At evory step the seem? was novel, and drew all the appt‘arance of vigour and healtli. Tbcdr black 
our attention more powerfully. A painter would liavi* liair was covered with strings of .silver piastres; tlnsy 
found a thousand subjects of an unrecognised pictiir- liad car-rings and necklaces enriclied with the same 
esquo, in tho over varying and striking manner in which ornamoiit. 'rhey ntter(3d yells of surnrise as they saw 
the dwidlings of the tribe were mingled and confounded us pass, ami followed us Vieyoml their nouses. None of 
with the Tomains of theatres, baths, churches, and th<: Arabs ollered us the least present; w(* did not 
mos<jnes, which strew this spot of earth. The less <»f deem it expedient to offer any ouj’selves ; and we de- 
Immaii labour in working an asylum aniitlst this chaos ))art(‘d through the outer wall ivilh precaution. Not 
of a d(!Solate town, the more tli(3 iiabitatioiis spring from an individual of the tribe followed us, and we went to 
tlio strange accidents of t}K3 momnnents in their fall, so pitch our tents about a mile from the grea.t wall, at 
much is the poetry and imposing effect of the scene the bottom of a small gulf likewise encircled by ancient 
enhanc(M). Wonu'n were milking their she-goats on walls, it having foriiu.'rly i’orim.'d the liarbour of tins 
tho steps of an amj)lji(lieatre ; floeks of sheoj) were jump- unknown town. The heat being extreme, we bathed 
ing one by one from the deep window of an linir’s in tin; sea, behind an old inoh;, whieli the waves liavo 
palace, or of a (rotliie ehiivcb, of the time of the ( ru- not yet coinpleti'ly swamped, whilst our sais pre|>are(l 
Slides. ,Somo Arabs, .seated ei’oss-legged, wi.'ro .simdving onr tents, gave the liorses a feed of liarlev, and lighted 
their pipes under the carved arch of a Homan fabric, afire against an arch, Avhich bad, doubtless, :-.erved as a 
ami the caimds liad tlnnr straps attaelied to the Moorish gate to the port. 

piazzas of a harem gateway. The Aralis call this place by a name w bicb signifies 

We desetmded from our horses, to visit in di'fail the cut rock. The crusaders style it, in their chronicles, 
jwineipal rinnains. The Aiabs opi»<)se<l great obstacles, Caalel Peregrino ((’astlo of Pilgrims); i)ut I have not 
when we testified an incrmatioii to enter tlie circuit of boon able to discover tlio designation of tho intermedi- 
a temple at the end of the (own, upon a rock iu!ar the ate town, (Jivek, Jowisb, or Homan, to wliieli the great 
edge of the sea. U'e had a new dispute at ea<*li court, ruins, which w'cre ,so attractive to us, belonged. On the 
at ('acli wall that we bad to g(‘t over to roach it; wo following day we contiiuied to skirt the sliores of the 
were obliged to employ even threats to force them to j sea as far as t'ic.sarca, whore we arrived towards tho 
yield up tho passage. ThewonuMi and childrmi retired, middle of the day; in the nierning, we ha<l crossed a 
pouring on us a flood of ini}M*oe:ition.s ; the scjjeik drew' j river w^liich the Arabs called Zirka, Avhich is the river 
back a moment, ami tho other Arabs ter?tith’d by their of crocodiles, according to Pliny. 

featiiri’s and gestures the strongest marks of discontent ; Ciesarea, the ancient splendid capital of Herod, has 
but tlie air of indecision and ill-disguised timuhty w hich not a .single inhabitant ; its walls, reared by Saint Louis 
we dote<-,tcd in their manncrH, encouraged us to insist ; dui’iiig liis crusade, are, ncvertlicle.ss, unbroken, and 
and w'e entered, jiartly by leave and partly by force, into would .still be availabh^ a.s excellent fortilieations to a 
Hie int(3rior of tliia last and most astounding of the modern tow-n.^' We passed the dee]* ditch which sur- 
jnonuments. rounds them, by a atom; briilge, nearly in tho middle 

1 cannot tell what it is ; there is something of every of tlie enclosure, and we penetrated into the maze of 
order in its com2.tnietion, form, and ornaments : J am stvuies, of uncovered vaults, of ruined edifices, of marble 
inclined to believe that it is an ancient teinjilo cmiverted and porphyry fragments, witliw liieh tho site of the 
by tlio Crusaders into a cliurcli, at the time wlieii tlu-y aneimit tuw’ii is iJiickly stre 1. We roused three jack- 
had jK).ss(?ssioii of Ciosarea. in Syria and ibs iieighboui- als from their lair in tlie l ubbish .amongst which our 
ing coasts, and that the Arabs have at a latm* ])enud horses’ feet rang in eclioes ; wo sought for the fountain 
turned it into a mosque. Time, which sporis Avitli the wliieli liad been mentioned to ns, and found it, with 
productions and thoughts of men, nowcliaiiges it to dust, dillieulty, at tho easbi-ii extremity of tho ruin.s. Tliero 
and the kneo of the camel bends upon those flags on we cIlca^upcd. 'lowards evening, a young Arab herd 
which the knees of three or four gcmu’atioiis in religion arrived, w ith a numerous Hock of cows, .sheep, and goats ; 
have bent in their turns, before diflerent gods. The ho consumed nearly tw'o hours constantly pumping 
foundations of tho edifice are evidently of Grecian water from tlie l\>uiitain for these animals# Avho wmted 
arcbitectiire, in the era of its decline; at the spring of iu]»atienco for tlu'ir turn, and retired, in order, after 
the arches it takes the Moorish fashion ; windows oi-igi- having .satisfied their thirst, as if they had been led by 
nally Coriutbian have been ehangod wdtli much art and j s’'opherds. The boy, perfectly naked, Avas mounted on 
taste into Moorish window's in ogive, divitlod by light ' an as.s ; he Avas the last to leave the ruins, and ho told 
columns joined to each other ; what remains of tho ' us that he thus came every day, about two I(‘agne?, to 
arches is boniered with arabisnues, of exquisite fine- water the flocks of his tribe, which was established in 
ness and delicacy. The edifice has eight sides, and the inouutaiii. This was the only ineidmit that met us 
cacli of its projecting angles caused by this octagon at Giesarea, in that city where Herod, according to 
form, contained most probably an altar, if w'o should Josephus, had accumulated all the wonders of Grecian 
jndge from tho niches Avhich decorate the walls where 

8Woh altars niu.st have been erected. The centre part j * Oipsaroa sitnnds on the const of the ^rediterniieiui, about 
of the monument was also occupied by a principal altar ; j tw cuty-flye miles south from Aero.] 
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and lU^man and where he had cut an artificial har- the movement alarmed him, and ho scampered off in 
hour, which served fur shelter to all tlie marine of Syria, a gallop. I again fi^ll aKlecp. Awakened a second time, 
Ccesarea is the town in which Saint Paul w'as held a I saw the jackal at my feet, ]>oking his snout into tho 
prisoner, and made, in li is <lefence, and in (hat of yoiitJi- folds of my mantle, and on the j>oint of seizing mv 
fill Christianity, that beautiful speticli which is preserved beautiful greylioiiiid, wliich slept ou the same mat with 
ill the ‘2()th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. Cornu- me — a charming animal, which has not quitted me a 
lius the centurion, and Philip tho evangelist, w’cro from day for eight years, and which I would defend as a part 
Ctesarca, and it was likewise from the port of Ctesarea of my life, at the peril of existi'iice. I had fortiinattily 
that the apostles embarked, on tlieir voyage to Greece covered it up u itli a skirt of the mantle, and it slept so 
and Italy, to sow the Gospel. ^ profoundly that it had heard nothing, felt nothing, and 

Wc passed the evening in going (lirough the ruins suspected not the danger it was running: one si?cond 
of tbc town, and in collecting Iruginonts of sculpture, later, the jackal had borne it away and slaughtered it 
wliieh wo \vere aftm-wurds obliged to leave on the spot, in its burrow. I uttered a scream, and my eoinpanioim 
from defieieiiey of means for ti*i\nspoi‘t. A beautiful axvoke. 1 W'as already out of the tent, and had fired 
niglit was passed under shelter of the aqueduct of oif iny musket ; but the jackal >va8 tied, and in the 
l.'a*sarea. moiaiing no trace of blood bor(j witness to my veiigeaiiee. 

The route continued over a sandy desert, covered in We dej)art with the first rays which tinge the lulls of 
some places with sliruhs, and even with thickets of Judea; w'o follow' the undulating ridge out of sight of 
holly-oaks, w'liich served for pasture to the Arabs. M. the sea. The heat fatigues us greatly, and the most 
de I’arsoval fell asleep on his horse, and tlu? caravan profound silence reigns during tlio mareli. At eleven 
got in advance of him. WIkmi w’o pc'rceived that he had o’clock w'e arrive, overcome with thirst and weariness, 
fallen behind, two musket shots were lieard in tlu* dis- ou the steep h.anks of a river, whieli slowly rclls its 
tance ; we set off in a galloji to go to liis assistanec*, loomy waters in a deep liollow', lined w ith tall reeds ; 
firing off pistols to scare the Arabs: he had fortuiiat<‘ly the waters arc not perceptible until they are reached, 
not been attacked, having only fired his two sliots ;it Ti*ooi)s of wild buffaloes are lying among the rt'cds and 
the gazelles which were s(‘oiiring tlu‘ plain. Wt‘ ar- in the river, and show' their heads above the stream, 
rived in tlie evening, w'itliout having found a single They pass (lie scorching hours of tlu‘ day thus motion- 
drop of water, jiear Ihe Arab village El-Miiklialid. less: they gaze at us without stirring. We pass tlui 
An immense sycamore, tlirown like a natural tent ov(t river at a ford, ainl attain a forsaken khan. Tliis river 
the side of a iiake<l and pulveroiis liill, enticed ns to its is at present named by the Arabs i\(f?ir-cf-Jrii(njf. 'J'he 
shade. Our Arabs went tt) tlie village to inquire the ancieut Apolloiiia should be placed near here, unless its 
directioiiof the fountain, which was pointed out to them, position he determined by anolhiu* river, wbieh wo 
Wo all ran then', drank, liathod our lu'ads and arms, passed an hour aflcrwanls, and which is now called 
and returned to our camp, wlu'ro the cook liad lighteil Sahr-cl-J^ffras. 

a fix'e at tlie foot of ine tr<.re. Its trunk is already eal- We lay down on our mats, in the cool and dark vaults 
cined by the successive fires of tin? thousands of cara- which alom* remain of tluj old khan. Sean'cly were wo 
vans which have in their turns eiijoyi'd its shade. AH seated round a dish of cold rice, which the eoid; liad 
our tents and all our horses w<*re collected heiieatli its brought us ft»r breakfast, than an einu'iuous serpi'ut, 
prodigious hranclies. The scheik of Kl-.Mukhalid came 'ight fei't long, and thick as tin; arm, glided out of a 
to present me melons ; he se.ated himsi.'lf under my tent, hole in the old wall which overshadowed us, ami eamc 
and asked me for news of Ibrahim Vaeha, and for re- rolling anioiigst our l(*gs. We liasteiu'd to fly towards 
medics fur his wives and for liiiiiself. J gave him soiiu' the entraiiee of tin? vault, hut it was tln iv lielore us, 
drops of eau-<le-Cologue, and iiiviti'd him to sup with and slowly disapjK'Jin'd, making its tail vihrale like the 
us. Jle accepted; wi* liad the greatest difficulty in tlie . string of a how, amongst tlie reeds growing ou tho 
world to get quit of him. ; hanks of the river. Its skin was of the most beautiful 

The niglit is suffocating. I cannot rcni.ain in the deep blue. We felt repngnanee in resuming oii)' place 
tent; 1 arise and goto seat myself near tlie founfaiii, nf rest, hut the licat was so excessive tlnit we were 
under an olivivtree. The moon lightens all the trliaiu obliged to submit ; and weslejit on our saddb's, careless 
of the mountains of Galilee, which gracefully waves at as to any similar visits that might iiiterriqit our iv|>ose. 
the hori'zon, about two l(‘agn(?s from the plaei' in w'hich At four o’clock in the afternoon, we remount our 
1 am encamped. It is the most heautifiil outline of a horses, i peireU'i.*, upon a height at a little distance 
liorizoii tliat lias ever attracted my obsvTvation. 'I’ho from the river, an Aral) horseman, witli a gnu in his 
first shoots of I’ersiaii lilac, wliicdi drooji in clusters in band, and ae(!om]»aiiied by a young slate on loot. The 
spring-time, have not a more pure violet hue than tliese Arab ajipeured to be hunting; he .stopj)ed his Imrse 
mountains, at the liour in which 1 contemplate tlicni. <!verv niomeiit, and looked at us defiling, wifli an air of 
As the moon scales the lieavens, and draws iieavor, doubt and hesitation. All at once he puts his mare in 
their lints darken and grow' more purple ; tliey appear, a galbip, eomes up to me, and, addressii^g me in 1 taliaii, 
ill motion, like heavy waves seen in a beautiful sunset asks me if 1 un not the traveller who is at jiresout 
at sea. All tlu;,se mountains liave, furthermore, a name joiirneying througli Ar.'ibia, and whose s]M?r«ly arrival 
and a place in the first history vvliieli oiiv infant eyes at Jaffa the European consuls liavo announced. 1 'tell 
have perused on tlie lap of our motliei's. I know that him my name ; lie Jumps from his liorsi?. and comes to 
Judea is then;, with its ruins and its prodigies; that kis.s my liand. J am,” said he to us, the sou of M. 
Jerusaliin is stated liehind one of those hills; that f Duniani, French Vice-Consul at Jaffa, hiformed of 
am separated from it by only a few hours’ inarch ; fliat your .Lri ival, by letters brought from Saide by an Eng- 
l thus draw nigh to one of the most desired uhiect;' of fish vessel, I came, some days ago, to hunt gazellcis on 
my lung journey. 1 enjoy this eflecti<ui, as man tliks route, in order to find you, and conduct you to niy 
always enjoys it, every time h is about to consummate father’s house. Ours is an Italian name ; our family is 
iiny design, b.uvevi'r insignificant, to whicIi some passion originally from Europe, hut from time immemorial has 
1ms oxciied him. I j-i'niaiu aii ’ , more been e.stiihlished in Arabia. We arc Arabs, butw'e havo 

these o ‘lines, those tints, tins transparent and rosy French liearts, and should regard it as a disgrace and 
sky, this solitinie, this silence, on iny recollection. Tin- n insult to our feelings if you aceejit hospitality in any 
damnnes.s of night fa'is and wets my mantle ; J i-cturn other house (liun ours. Uecolleet, that Ave have met 
to tho tent, and sleep. you first, and that, in tho East, he who iirst/mects a 

It was scarcely aii iioui that I had );lei)t when I was stranger has the privilege of being liis liost. I tell you 
awakened by .* sligni noise - I raiseil myself on niy of this, because many other families of Jaffa have been 
elbow, and looked around me. One of the corners of informed of your journey, by letters brought in the 
the tent was raised, to let the right-hri have en- snnic; snip, and tliey ivill come to meet you as soon n.s 
he moon lully lighted the int(*rior. I wrv an my slave shall have proclaimed your arrival in the 
jackal advancing cantieusly, and looking town.” 
with his fiery eyes. 1 .seized my musket ; Scavccly had he ended his discourse, tlian hotsaid a 
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fow words in Arabic to the young slave, who, mounting 
his master’s mare, disappeared, in the twinkling of an 
eye, behind tho sand-hills which bounded the horizon. 
1 gave M. Damian! one of my led horses, which aeconi- 
))iinicd me without being bestrode, and wc slowly took 
the road to Jaffa, which we did not yet perceive. Aftcir 
two hours’ inarch, we saw, on the other side of a river 
which I’einained for us to cross, about ibirty horsemen, 
clad in the richest costumes, armed wdtli glittering wea- 
pons, and mounted upon Arab chargers of faulth.‘ss 
iK'auty, prancing on the strand of tlic river. They 
were urging their horses even into the water, uttering 
cries and bring pistols, as a salute to us. They were 
the sons, relations, and friends of the jirincipal inhabi- 
tants of Jaffa, who had come to meet us. Kach of them 
came up to me, and delivered his compliment, to whicli 
J replied through the medium of my dragoman, or in 
1 talian, to those who understood it. 'J’hey ranged thein- 
selves around us, and Hying, here and there, upon the 
sand, tli<;y presenU-'d us with the spcetaele of throwing 
the (jjerid, in wliich the Arabs exert all the vigour of 
their horses, and all the dexterity of their bodies. We 
<lrew near to Jaffa, ami the town began to rise before 
us, on a liill Avliich reaches to the sea. The first glance 
of it is inagica!, wlioii api)roached from this side of the 
desert. 'J'lio foundations of tlu; town to tlu; west are 
bathed by the sea, whieh is alw'ays rolling large foaming 
waves on the rocks which surround the harbour ; on 
the north, l)y which side we arrivcil, it is cn com} Kissed 
with delicious gardens, which seem to spring by en- 
chantment from tho desert to erow'ii and ovei‘shadow its 
ramparts. Wo procrced beneath the lofty and odorous 
bi’anclies of a forest of }mlm8, of poiuegraniitt's loaded 
w'ilh tlu'ir I’cd berries, of marine cedars with jagged 
leaves, of citrons, olivi^s, tigs, and lemons, large as the 
waliiut-tr<‘cs of fairope,aiid stooi)ing btuK'atli their fruits 
and blossoms. atmosphere is l)ut a l)ei'fuuio raise<l 
and spr('ad by the hn'ozc from the sea; tlie ground is 
w bite v^ ith oraugvi-blossoms, which the w iud s\v<.’eps like 
the dead leaves of autumn w ith us. I'rom point to jioinf , 
'I'urkisli fountains of various-eoltmred luarhle, with 
tlieir brass eups attached by chains, offi.'r their limjiid 
water to tli(? wayfarer, and an; always surroundeil by 
a. group of women, who wasli their h'ot, and }»our the 
w ater into }»itclievs of ancient models. Tho town lifts its 
W’liito itiiiiarets, its indented teil’aces, its balconies in 
^loorisli ogive, from out tin; midst of this sea of sweet- 
scented i)lants ; whilst to the (*ast it rises immediately 
from tin,' f)ale sand, whicli strctclies lieliind it over tlie 
imuiense desert scjiarating it from Kgypt. 

Near one of tln/se fountains, we discenn'd a third 
cavalcade, at tin; head of wliicJi was advaucing Al. 
Daiuiaiii tlie elder, mounted on a white mare, lie is 
consular agent for several Kuro}»(!aii nations, and is one 
of tlie most important persoiiag(;s in Jaffa. The gro- 
tes(]iieneKs of his costume made us smile; he was 
dr(*ssod in an old sky-blue robe, lined with ermine, 
and ])ound by a sash of crimson silk ; his ban; legs 
issued from wide; j)antalooiis of dirty muslin, and lie 
was crowned by an enormous three-cornered hat, w orn 
smooth by time, and greased wdtli .sweat and dust, 
attesting mimorous se'rvicea during tlio Kgyptiau cam- 
jiaign. JJiit the cordial and patriarchal welcome of our 
old vice-consul sto})jicd the smile on cur li}ia, and gave 
|)lace to the gratitude we expressed to him. lie was 
accompanied by several of his soiia-in-law, sons, and 
grandsons, all on horseback like himself. One of his 
grandsons, twelve or fourteen years old, who frisked 
round his graiidsirc on an Arab inaro without a bridle, 
presented tlie most admirable jiicture of a boy that I 
have seen in my life. 

Al. Damiaiii went before, and conducted us, through 
a thick crowd pressing aroiiud our horses, to the door 
of his house, w'liere our other newly acquired friends 
bade us farew(;ll, and left us to the care of our host. 

Tho house of M. Damiaiii is small, but iidniimbly 
situated at the toji of the towm, commanding three 
views along the coasts of Gaza and Askalun towards 
^l?ypt, and the shore of Syria on the north. The rooms 
are surmounted by open terraces, on which the sea- 


breeze plays, and whence we discover, ten leases at sea, 
tho smallest sail that crosses the Gulf of Damietta. Tho 
rooms have no windows, as the climate renders tliem 
siiperHuous. The atmosphere has always the warmth 
of our finest days in spring ; an ill-fixed shutter is the 
only rampart interposed between tho weather and the 
inhabitants. The birds of the air partake these abodes, 
which man has prepared for liiinself ; and in the saloon 
of Al. Danilaui, hundreds of small .swallows, with red 
necks, were perched beside the porcelain and silver 
cups, and the Stalks of pipes arranged on the wooden 
shelves running round the room. They were flying all 
day above our heads, and came, during supper, clus- 
tering on the brandies of the brass lamp which lighted 
the repast. 

The family of AT. Damiaiii is com}iosod of himself — 
something between the patriarcli and the Italian mer- 
chant, but the patriarch greatly predominant; of Ala- 
danu; Damiaiii, the elder, a handsome Arab w oinan, the 
mother of tw'elve children, hut still jn-osorving, in her 
shaju^ and complexion, the brilliancy and freshness of 
Turkish beauty ; of s(;vei*al young daughters almost 
all remarkably })rctty ; and lliive sons, the eldest of 
whom we already km;w. The two others were equally 
obliging and useful. ’I'lu; females did not appear in the 
apartments; tliey only showed themselves once in 
dresses of cermnoiiy, and bespangled with tlieir richest 
jewels, at a rejxust of wliich they jKirtook with us. The 
remainder of tlie time they were octMijiied in })reparing 
our food, in a small imior court, wlieri; we saw them as 
they came and wimt. Tho young men, educated in the 
respect which orimital custtuns teach sons to evinco 
towards tlu;ir father, iieviu* .sat down with us at table. 
They stood behind their father, watching tliat the guests 
were ivell provided for. 

We had scarcely entered the house bi'fore wc re- 
ceived visits from a great immbev of the iuliabitaiits, 
who came to coiigi’atiilatt; us, and tiauliT their services. 
Cofiee and pipes were Ivrought, and Hit; tjveniiig was 
jiasst'd in convei*satioiis exln iuely interesting to us, 
whom curiosity so mucli excited. 'J’lie governor of 
Jafia, whom 1 liad sent to eonqilinuuit by my inter- 
}>reter, was himself not long in coming to pay us a visit. 
He was a young and handsome Arab, clothed in tho 
most hrilliaiit eoslume, wliose manners and languago 
bespoke liis elevation of mind and (‘Icgant usages. I 
have seen very few a ])})(;a ranees so beautiful as his. 
His black heard fell down in .shining folds, and spre.ad 
out like a fan over his breast; his hand and fingers, 
glittering with eiiormoiis dlamomls, wen? perpetually 
playing w'ith liis beard, and jiassiiig and repassing 
thvougli it, to smooth and arrange it. Jlis look was 
haughty, mild, and open, like that of all the Turks in 
general. We fe(;I tliat these men Iiave nothing to hide; 
they are frank beeause they arc powerful, and they are 
}>owerful because they never rely on tliernselves and a 
vain skill, but always on the image; of <lod, who directs 
all— on that providence which they call fatality. Plaeo 
a Turk amongst ten Kuvopeaiis, you will always recog- 
nise him by his*lofty asju ct, by tlio gravity impressed 
on bis features by habit, and by the noble candour of 
his expression. The governor had received from ATa- 
liomet All and Ihrahim I’acha letters which strongly 
recommended me to him. 1 have these letters. I gave 
him aiiotlier, which 1 carried with me from Ibrahim, to 
read. Tliis is the sense of it: — 

“ I am iiilbrmcd tliat our friend [hero my name] is 
arrived from France, Avith his family and several tra- 
velling comi>aiiions, in order to traverse the countries 
subject to my arms, and to learn our laws aud man- 
ners. Aly desire is, that thou and all my govoriioi’S of 
towms or provinces, the commanders of iiiy fleets, the 
generals and oflieera in command of my armies, will 
give him all marks of friendship, will ixjndtT him all 
the services that iny affection for him and for his nation 
call for from me ; you will provide liiiii, if ho desires it, 
witli houses, liorsos, victuals, such as In; and liis suito 
may be in need of. You will pixicure for him in(?aiis to 
visit all the parts of our dominiou.s wTiich ho may desire 
to sec ; you will give liim escorts as mimerous as his 
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safety, for vhicli you will auswer with your head, shall 
demand ; and even if he should find any difficulty in 
penetrating certain provinces, by the acta of the Arabs, 
you will cause your troops to march to guard his excur- 
sions,” &c. 

The govtu’nor put tliis letter to his forehead, after 
having read it, and returned it to rue. lie asked me 
what he could do to obey the injunctions oi his master, 
and wished to ho made acquainted with, the places 
I desired to visit. I iiaiiKHl Jerusalem and Judea. 
At these words, lie, his officers, the Messieurs Damiani, 
with tlic fathers of the eonvoiit ol the Holy Land 
at Jaffa, who w'ere present, cried out, and told me that 
the thing was impossible ; that the ])lague had just 
broken out, with the most alarming virulence, at Jeru- 
salem, at Bethlehem, and on all the route ; that it was 
oven at Raiiila, the first town wt; had to pass in going to 
Jerusalem ; that the pacha Iiad just ordered quarantine 
on all that came out of Palestine ; that, su})posing that 
I should bo sufficiently rash to penetrate tlicre, suffi- 
ciently happy to escape the plague, 1 should not, per- 
haps, bo able to return into Syria i'or several months ; 
in fine, that the convents in which strangers receive 
hospitality in the Holy Land Avere all clo.scd, that wo 
would not be received in any of them, and that there 
was ail ab.solut.o necessity for postponing the journey 
that 1 projected into the interior of Judea, to another 
epoch and a more favourable season. 

This intelligeiieo afflicted me excessively, but did not 
sliako niy rosolutioii. I answen-od the governor, that 
although I was born in another religion than his, I did 
not the less adore the sovereign w’ill of Alla; that in 
liis cn?ed it was called fatalism, and in mine providence, 
Imt that these two did'eront words gave expression to 
but one meaning : ‘Hh)d is great, God is the master!” 
(Alla Arm/n/)— that I had come froiri a great distanec, 
over many seas, mountains, and plains, to visit the 
springs whence (liristianity had flowed over the w'orld, 
to see the holy town of the Christians, and comjiare 
sites with history; that 1 was loo far advanced to 
recoil, and postpone to the uncertainty of times and 
things a project almost noeornplislu d ; that the life of 
man was Imt a drop of water in the ocean, a grain of 
sand in the destnd, and was not wort li tlic trouble of 
counting; tliat, furiliermore, what w'as written was 
written, and that if Alla wished to preserve ino from 
the plague in theTnidst of the infected in Judea, it was 
equally easy for liim as to sav(? mo from the w'ave.s in 
the midst of the tempest, or from tlie halls of the* Arabs 
on the lianks of the Jordan; that, in eun.secuionce, 1 
persisted in my wish to penetrate into interior, to 
enter Jerusahan it self, whatever j>cril liiiiglit ciicounler; 
but what 1 decided for myself 1 neither could nor w ould 
fovotliers; and tliat J left all my friemds, all my s.t- 
vants, all the Arabs wdio aocoinjianied mo, masters of 
theinsclvos, to follow’ me or to remain at Jalla, according 
to the inclination of their hearts. The governor liimi 
cried out against my submission to the will of Alla, and 
told me that he wouhl not allow me to i*xpose myself 
alone to the dangers of the I'oute aiul^he ])lague, that 
h(i w'ould choose out of tln^ troops in garrison at Jaffa 
some courageous and disciplined soldiers, wdunn lie 
would place fnitiroly at iny c.mimand, and who would 
guard my caravan during tin? maveli, and my tents 
during tin? nighi, in order to pri servo ns from contact, 
with the infect(‘d. He likew ist? di -patehed, on the very 
instant, a liorsoman to the gow rnor of Jerusalem, who 
was his frieilh, to announce to liirn r. joiirncy, and io 
recomn. md me to him ; and hc' then r<?Lii’ed. \V ' after- 
wards indd a c msultation, my friends and ruyscif; nr 
domestics even W'orc called to the council, ‘to decide | 
upc 1 what each would do. After some ln:sitata>ij, all j 
resolved with unanimhy to tempt fortum-, and to run the 
chance of the : .'ague, railier than reiuumce the project 
of seeing Jerusalem, nor th pa lure was ffved for the 
second day from this. VVe slept on the m.,is aiul dWans 
of M. Damiaui^s saloon, and we awdke to ih.* chirping 
" mimberless s wallows flying over onr heads in tlio 

was passed in returning the v iaits we luid 


received, to the governor, and to the superior of the 
convent of tho Holy Land at Jafih--a venerable Spanish 
monk who has lived in Jaffa since the time the French 
w'crc the*re, and, who certified to us the truth of tho 
poisoning of the infooted. 

Jaffa, or Yaffil, the ancient Joppa of the Scriptures, 
is one of the earliest and most celebrated ports in tho 
universe. Iff iny speaks of it as an antediluvian city. It 
W’as there, according to tradition, that Andromeda W'aa 
chained to the rock and exjiosed to the monster of the 
dc?ep ; it was there Noah built the ark ; it was there 
that the cedars of Mount L(?hanonwere landed, by order 
of Solomon, to servo in the building of tlie tem]>le. J oiiaa 
the prophet embarked there flG2 years before (ffirist. 
Saint Peter thcro resuscitated Tabitha. The town was 
fortified by Saint Louis in the time of the crusades. In 
1709, Bonaparte took it by assault, and inassacr(?d tlio 
Turkish prisoners. It has a bad harbour, for small 
vessels only, and a very dangerous road, as we ourselves 
found on our second voyage at sea. The population of 
Jaffa, composed of 'J’urks, Arabs, Armenians, Greeks, 
Catholics, and Maronites, may be estimated at from five 
to six thousand souls. Each communion has its own 
church. 'The Latin convent is a inagnifieent building. 
It was undergoing an additional embellishment at the 
period of our visit, but we did not partake tho hospi- 
tality of its broth(?rhoc)(l. ffffioir (?xtcTisive apartments 
w'ere not thrown opcui for us, or for any of tlie strangers 
whom w’e met at Jaffa. They are emi)ty, whilst tho 
pilgrims obtain with difficulty shelter in some miser- 
able Turkish khan, or the burdeusorno hospitality of 
some poor Jewish or Ai’inonian roof. 

Immediately from the walls of Jaffa, the groat d(*scrt 
of Egypt opens. Having decided upon procec’ding to 
Cairo by’ this rouh', T di^palehed a courier to Kl-Arich 
to hire dromedaries to carry us through the desert, 'f Im 
journey from Jaffa to Cairo can thus be accoiiiplislied 
in twelvfi or fifteen days. But it is laiset with diffii?iil- 
ties and jirivations, ffdie orders of the governor of J affii 
and the kindness of the principal inhaliitantsol tlu?town, 
in communication with tliose of Ga/a ami El- A rich, 
imderially mitigated thorn for me. 

The governo)’ .vent us some Jiorsemen, and eight foot- 
soldiers, selected from the bravo.st and best disciplined 
of the Egy ptian troops that j’emained jn garrison. 'J'liey 
took up their quarters that very night at our gate. At 
bre.ak of day we were on ljors<.;baek. \V«‘ found at tho 
gate of the town h'adiiig to Hamla, a crowd of [lersons, 
of all tho denominations in J;iffa, on hor.scb:u;iv. ff’hey 
performed the djeriil around us, and accompanied nsari 
far as a splendid foimtain, overshadowed hy sycamores 
and j>alms, wliicli w’o reached after atiihour’s march. 
They there discharg(?d their })istols in our liouour, and 
resumed the road to tho towm. It is imjiossiblo to d(?- 
scrib he fre.shne.ss and magnificence of the vegetation 
which appear-s on both side s of tho road on leaving Jaffa. 
On tin? right and on the left, it is one continued orchard 
j of all tin? frui. trec.s and flowering .shruhs of the East, 
divide d into portions by hedges of myrtle, jessamine, 
and p ‘inegranates, and irrigate*! by streams of water, 
Honing from the haiidsoino Turkish fountains of which 
I hav'G alr«?ady sj>okeii. In each of tin so enclosures is 
ai .'jnMi i)aviliun or a tent, under which the families to 
whom they belong, pass ja. few weeks in spring ainl 
auiuinn. ffffiree stakes and a piece of clotli form a 
country-bouse for these foiffunate families. Thew'oiiieii 
.sleep on mats or cushions under tho t(?nts, and the men 
ii«? in thcojH.'u ah’, under tfle arch of citrous and pome- 
granates. The water-moIoiLs and figs, of thirty-two dif- 
;« 'rcnt kinds, which .shade these enchanted spots, furnish 
I f ood for the tabic, increased at rare intervals by a lamb 
oiigJit II}) in the family, and which is sacrificed, a.s in 
biblical times, on days of solemnity. Jaffa is tho place 
in all tile East which a lover of nature and solitude 
Would select to pass hi.s winters. Tho climate is an 
mdec \ ) I; ■ dium between tlio devouring heats of 
and tlio autumnal rains of the coasts of Syria. 
If 1 could choose my liahitation, I would reside 
tho foot of Jjcbanon, at SaYde, Beirout, or Latiild% 
during the spring and autumn j la the heights of 
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during the heats of summer, cooled by breozes him. There were seven inmates; on the second day 
from the aea. and from the valley of cedars, and by the gates of the convent were built up by order of the 
the vicinity of the snows ; and amidst the gardens governor. The pilgrim and the seven monks were all 
of Jafla ill the winter. JatTa has something in its dead within twenty-four liours.” 
landscape more impw^ssive, solemn, and variegated, We now began to perceive the tower and minarets 
than any tljat I have beheld. The eye rests only upon of Kanila, w liich rose before us out of a wood of olive- 
a boundless sea, blue as the sky above it, upon the trees, the trunks of which were as large as those of our 
iranieiise flats of the Kgyptian desert, wdicre the horizou most aged oaks. 

is intercepted only by the figure of a camel, advancing Ramla, anciently Rfima Ephraim, is the ancient Ari- 
witli a cloud of sand, and upon tbo green and golden mathma of the New Testament; it contains about 2000 
braiielics of the numberless orange-groves crowding families. Philip the Good, Duke of liurgundy, founded 
round the tow'ii. The costumes of tin; inhabitants and a Latin convent tin vhich still subsists. The Arme- 
travellcrs who fill the roads, are picturesque and into- nians and Greeks also possess convents for the succour 
resting. There are llodouins, from J ericho or Tiberias, of pilgrims of their nations going to the Holy Land. The 
clad in largo plaids of white wool; Armenians in long old churches have been converted into mos(|ues ; mono 
robes striped with blue and white ; and Jews from all of the mos(fuesis the tomb, in white marble, of the Ma- 
parts of the eartli in every variety of dress, distinguished meluke Ayoud-13ey, who fled from Egypt on the iiiva- 
by their long beards, and noble and maj(jstic features — sion of the French, and died at Ramla. On entering 
a royal people, ill at ease iJi tljeir slavery, in whose eyes the town, we inquired if the plague had already cx- 
you read tllt^ rcniernbrance and conviction of liigh d(.'s- leaded its ravages so far, and we learnt that two monks, 
(iui(^s, laaieatli the appanmt Iniinility of their deport- arrived from Jerusalem, liad just dit.‘d of it; the con- 
nieiit, and the lowliness of tlieir present lot. There are vent ivas under quarantine. Our friends from Jaffa 
also J^^gyj>tian soldii'rs in red Jackets, rtuninding one of conducted us to their house, Bituated in the middle of 
OLir Fivncli conscripts by the vivacity tJ tljeir eye, and tlic town. An Arab, wlio bad been a tinker, as we 
lilt' alc'rtness of their steps, in conclusion, there are were told, but an amiable and excellent man, occupied 
Turkisli agasi>assiiig with haughty looks along the i*oad, half tlui liunsi*, and c;xercls(‘<l the functions of consular 
ni()UJU«‘(l oil liorsos of the desert, and followtMl by Arabs agent, for I know not what iluropean nation ; this gave 
and black slaves; poor families of Greek pilgrims seated liim the right of luiving a European flag on his roof, 
in a corner, eating out of a wooden bowl boiled rice or the most ci rtaiii safeguard against the avanies (exae- 
])ark‘y, wliieli they Inisband with care for the journey tions) of the Turks and Arabs. A good supper awaited 
to tin; Holy City ; and of miserable Jewish W’omeii, only us, and we had the pleasure of finding chairs, bods, 
balf-clothed, and toiling beneath the prodigious weight tables, and other European utensils, whilst we brouglit 
of pocks of rags, and driving before them asses, bearing with us a store of fresh bread, fur which wc were 
paimi('rs crammed with children of all ages. iiulebted to the kindness of our hosts. 

We journeyed on ill Ihegayest inotsl, trying, occasi<»u Gii the following morning, wc took leave of all oiu* 
ally, tiu! sp(H«d of our horses against that of tin* Arab Jaffa and Ramla friends, who were to accompany u.s no 
si (.'t'ds bestrode l)y the .Messieurs I )amiaui, and llu5 son: farlhor, niul wo departed with our solitarv escort of 
oi the Sardinian \’ic<!-Consul, Tlie.^e were tw'o young figyjitian troopers and foot soldiers, I thus arranged 
men, sons of a rieh Arab inerehant of Ramla, now' tin) order of march : two horsemen about fifty paces 
established at, JaO'a, wlio had agreed to accoinjiany in- in advance of the caravan, to keep oif the Arabs or 
as far as Eamla, and theyliad sent their slaves forward .Jewisli julgrirn.s wliom we might meet, and hold them 
to ]m('pare their fatluT’s house and supper torus. W« at a. distance from our men and liorsc.s; on our two 
wir«* ai^o aetrompauied l.>y aiiotlier indivhlual, who ha<l Hanks, to tin* right ami left, the foot soldiers, with our- 
Vdhintarily joined our caravan, and who astonislied us- s<.*lves uiareJiing one by one in a line, and the baggago 
hv iho strange in:igni(ua*iiee of his European costume, jdacod in the mid,st, A >mall troop of onr best lior.se- 
l \<‘ was a short young man, of from twenty to twenty- men foriuedthcr<‘ar-giuivd, with orderstopermit neither 
five years ohl, with a jovial and In lici’ous cast of fea- man nor beast to fall hcliind. On the appearance of 
Invi's. but siibile and intellectual. He wore an immens< any su'-picions-looking Arabs, tin; caravan was to come 
turban of yellow'’ muslin, a green coat cut in th»; forn to a bail, and place itself in <)rder et battle, whilst the 
of our court dresses, with a standing collar ami w ide trooper.s, the interpreters, ami myself, w'crc to make tho 
skirts, embroidered with liruad lacings of gold on al necessary observations. In tins manner, w'c had littlo 
the soams ; close pantaloons of wliite velvet, and boots to fear fiMin the Bedouins and the fdague, and I cun 
tiij'iied (low Ji, ol’iiauieiitod with a pair of .‘^piirs lastejtC' aver, that this order of march was observed by our 
l>y silvtT chains. A kaiigiar served him as a liiinting Egyptian .soldiers, Turkish liorseim'U, ami my own 
kuile, and a pair ()f })istols, encrusted with silver clias- Arabs, with a scrupulous ohcdioiice and aitimtion, which 
iugs, were stuck in his belt, and rattled against his would hav(j done liomnir to the best disciplined corps 
breast. in Europe. Wo pv(*served it for mort; than twonly- 

lle had eoiuo from Italy in Ins infan(*y, and had hc't'U five days wo were en. routr, and in the. most cinbarrass- 
CMst by I know not what stroke of fortune into Egyju, ing positions. 1 liad never any occasion to addtress a 
hut had re.sided for some years at Jall’a or j’ainla, ex- reprimand to ;f single individual; it was to theso 
ereising his })rofessioii among the sclieiks and Bodoniiis precautions we wen* indebted for safety, 
of the mountains of Judea, who Inui not ye! iiuuh* his A short time alter sunset, we arrivtid at the end of 
fortuiK*. His eoiivorsation greatly amused m . and I the plain of Itamla, close to a fountain hollowed in the 
should have w ished to take him with me to J. rus;ileni, rock, which watm ed a .small enclosure of gourds. Wo 
and to tlio mountains of the Dead S(*a, which ho appeared wen; at the loot of the mouiitaiiis oi Judea; a little 
to know j>erfoctly; but having lived in the East for valley, a liundred [taeos broad, opened on our right, 
many years, he had contracted the invincible terr.vr, into “which wn advanced. It is here that the Arab 
c ommon amongst tin* Franks, for tlic plagm^, and my lo igmids of the mountains commence thcAr dominion, 
offers failed to seduce him. In time.s of j)lagim,'’ As the night was closing in, W'e judged it prudent to 
said he to me, “ I am no longer a physician ; I am ae- fix our camp in this valley ; we pitched our tents about 
quaiiited with but one remedy for it — -to get avmy «p’iek 200 paoe.s from the fountiiin. We set an advanced 
enough, to go far enough, and to reniuiu long enough, guard upon a knoll which cinnmanded the road to. Je- 
to prevent the disease roaehiug you.” He seemed to I ru.valem, and, wl)ilst supper w’as preparLng, we w'ont in 
look upon us with pity, .'is victims predestined to find puisuit of the partridges on some hills in view of our 
death at JeruKilem, :uid out of the groat nunil)er of | tents. We shot some of them, and disturbed, in tlio 
persons composing our caravan, ho' reekoiied he should bosom of the rocks, a multitude of small eagles at roost, 
soo very few on our return. “ A few days ago,” ,saiu 'riiey arose winding and shrieking above our Iiead.s, 

I was at Acre; a traveller returning from Beth- and came back again afh'r w'c had fired at them. All- 
loliem knocked at the door of tho convent of the animals are alarmed at tlic flamo and explosion of fire-' 

brotherhood of Saint Francis, which w'iw opened io arms ; the eagle alone appeal’s to hold them ia disoain. 
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and eport "with tlie either because it is i^oraut 
of it, or braves it I admired, from the top of one of 
these hills, the pictures(j[ue appearance of our camp, 
with the picquets of Arab horsemen on the knoll, the 
horses scattered around our touts, the inoukres, or 
grooms, seated on the ground cleaning the harness and 
arms, and the liglit from the fire shining through the 
canvass of a tent, and spreading its tiny smoke in the 
breeze. IJow I should cuijoy this nomade life tinder 
sucii a sky, if I could bear with lue all those whom I 
love and regivt on earth ! The whole world belongs to 
pastoral and wandering tribes, such as the Arabs of 
ilesopotamia. There is more of poetry in one of their 
migrations, than in whole years of our town -existences. 
By seeking too much from civilised life, man nails him- 
self to loealititis ; by detacliiiig hiniscdf from tliem, he 
will Jose innumerable superHuitios which usage has 
converted into necessities. Our houses arc voluntary 
j)risons. I should wish that life was a perpetual journey 
like this ; and if I were not bound to Europe by the 
allcctioTis, 1 would extend it us long as my strength 
and fortune lasted. 

We were on the confines of the tribes of K|»hraim 
and Benjamin. The well ni'ar which our teals were 
fixed is still called the Well of Job. 

We departed before daylight, and followed fpr two 
liours a narrow, barren, and rocky valley, celebrated 
for Arab depredations. Of all the surrouiuling country 
it is the most c;xposcd to their attacks ; they can ap- 
proach by a variety of small winding gorges concealed 
behind the uninhabited liills, lie in ambush behind the 
rocks and shrubs, and fall unexpecfiully on the cara- 
vans. 'fhe famous Ahoiigosh, chief of these monn- 
tainous Arab tribes, hwkls the key of the defiles leading 
to Jerusalem ; he opens or blocks them at his pleasure, 
and seizes travoll<*rs for ransom. Jlis capital is a few 
leagues from us at the villagf? of »! eremiali.^ We expected 
every instant to see his hands, but we met no one ex- 
cept a young aga, a relation t)f the governor of deru- 
s.'ilein, mountecl o!i a beautiful mare, and accompanied 
by seven or eight JiorsiJiiien. Jle salutt^d us with 
politeness, and drew njt with his suite to p(Tmit our 
passing, without coining in contact with our horses or 
ganiieiits. 

About an Jioiir from Jeremiah, the valley contr.acls 
still more, and the tre(;s meet with tlieir hranehes over 
the road. There are an ancient fountain and the re- 
mains of a ruined kiosk. Wc ascciide(l for an hour by 
a steep and brolom path hollowed in tlie roek, wiinliiig 
ihrougli W'oods, and all at once perceived the village 
ami cliurcli of Jeremiah at our feet, on tlm other sid<* of 
the hill. The cliureli, now a mosque, apja'an.-d to liave 
been built with splendour, in tlie epoch of tiu; kingdom 
of Jerusuleiu under the Lusignans. The village is 
(M)nipos«xl of from forty to fifty houses, hanging on tlui 
slopes of two liillocks wliicdi skirt tin? valley. Some 
scattered fig-lr<?c.s and vineyards disjday a df gn e of 
cultivatiuii, ilocks are grouped around tiie Houses, and 
some Arabs, clothed in haiidsomo robes, arc smoking 
tlu'ir pijHs oil the terrace of the piiiicipal dwelling, 
about a liundre<l puces from the road wo are descend- 
ing. Fiftooii or twenty liorses, saddled and bridled, 
are tied in tin* court -yard. As soon as the Arabs 
descry us, they come down from the terrace, mount on 
horseback, and slowly advanc<rtowarda us. W c meet 
them on a large o]>en spot in front of the village, shaded 
by five or six beautiful fig-tiv i s. 

They wem the renowned Ahongo^f^ and his family. 
He, along with liis brother, t:, me towards Tr.e , his i-ii- j 
lowers reinaiMMi in the background. 1 instantly irnih ' 
mine halt also, aiul went forward with my intorpreter. 
Ai I or the accustomed salutations and cndle.ss coM»pli* 
nients, wliicii premh^ al! conversations with the .vrabs, 
Abougo^i a-' ijil me if J wi re not the Frank emir, 
whom his friend, La«iy '^laniiopo, the queen of l*almyi*a, 

* [Travellers generally call tlie t lii. ' viUayc ur -apitnl of Abou- 
gosli, Karialoonah; but it is sit u,-! ted iri tlu; vall«y when* Jere- 
. tnUh tbo prophet U unclerstooii to have eoinpo-jcd his Lamenta- 
^^1 it is on this account, pi()l)at)ly, that M. de Laniuriine 
‘ the apiHjllation of Jeremiah.] 


had put under his protection, and in whose namo slid 
had sent to him the superb vest of cloth of gold which 
he w'ore, and which he displayed with pride and grati- 
tude. I was quite ignorant of this gift of Lady Stan- 
hope, made so obligingly in my name ; but I replied, 
that I was certainly the stranger whom that illustrious 
lady had confided to the generosity of her friends in 
Jeremiah, and that I was about to visit the whole of 
Palestine w here the sway of Ahougosh w'as owned, and 
beggeil liim to give the necessary orders, so tliat Lady 
Stanhope might have no reproaches to make him. At 
these words he got off horseback, as well as his brother ; 
he called to some of his suite, and ordered them to 
bring mats, carpets, and cushions, which he caused to 
be sjiread under the branches of a large fig-tree in tlie 
very field where we were, and besought us, with so 
much earnestiie.ss, to dismount, and seat ourselves oii 
this rustic* divan, that it was impossible for us to re- 
fuse. As the plague prevailed at Jeremiah, Ahougosh, 
who knew' that Europeans were exposed to cjua vantine, 
w'as careful not to touch our clothes, and fixed his 
divan, and that of his brother ’.s, opposite us at a cer- 
tain distance ; as for us, wc accepted only tin? straw 
and rush mats, because they are held not to conmiuni- 
catc infection. Coffee and sherbet were brought us. 
We conversed on general topics a pretty longtime, and 
Abougosli then begged me to w ithdraw my suit(*, as he 
did his own, in order to communicate to me some 
secret intelligence, which I cannot herij impart. After 
a confidential eonfereiice of some inimites, lie recalhsl 
his brothers, and 1 myfrimnls. Do they know’ niy 
name in Europe?” he asked me. “Yes,” f replii'd ; 
“.some say that you arc a robber, pillaging and massa- 
cring caravans, carrying Franks into .slavery, and the 
ferocious enemy of (diristianity ; whilst others inaimaiu 
that you are a valiant and gein'rous chief, rt'jursying 
the rohheru'H of the niouiitaineers, making tlie roails 
sure, protecting caravans, and the friend of all tin.* 
Franks who av<^ w’ortliy yonr attention.” “ And yon,” 
.said lie to me laughing, what will you .say of nu* 

“ 1 will siiy what 1 Jiavo soi*n,” 1 an.swi red — “ tliat you 
are a.s powerful and hospitable as a prince of the 
Franks, tliat you are calumniated, and that you (h'serve 
to liave all the Europeans for friends, wlro, likt; me, 
luive experienced your good will and tin* protection of 
your sword.” Ahougosh ap}a-ared delighted. He and 
ins hrotlier aske-d me afterwards a great nmnla r of 
questions as to our Furopean usages, our hahiliments, 
and our arms, whicli tliey gri'utly admlrefl ; and we 
then sepiiratcd. At the moment of leaving him, he 
gave orders to one* of his ncphew.s and some horsemen 
to place themselves in the van of our caravan, and not 
to quit me all the time that 1 remaiinsf at Jerusalem, 
or ill the environs. 1 thanked him, and wc parted. 

Ai-.. .gosli reigns in reality over about 40,t)0U Arabs 
ill the mouiitains of Judea, fnuri Ranila to Jerusalem, 
from Heron to the nioiintains of Jerielio. This donii- 
nioii, w'liii’h iias descended in his family for sever.-d 
generations, is .secured only by his power. In Arabia 
they <lo not discuss the origin or legitimacy of govern- 
ment ; they recognise and obey it whilst, it exists. A 
family' is more :uieient, more numiTous, richer, and 
hi-iver, than others; the chief of thi.s family iiatu- 
nilly becomes paramount in his tribe ; tlie tribe itself 
being better governed, more skilfully or valiantly led 
to w.ar, attains ineontestihle sujireinaey. Such is tlm 
origin of all the dominations of chiefs or tribes which 
arc acknowledged iu the Ka.st. 'J’lie sway is extendeil 
.iud pcr[K*tuatr:d as .a natural eouse((uence ; all proceed.^ 
from die family— -nai r I once the fact of this ascendancy 
n cognised and incorporated into inanncr.s and customs, 
.lUtro is nothing to contest it ; obedience beconu s a 
filial and religious duty. It requires great riwolutions 
and continui. d misfortunes to overtlirow a family ; and 
this iiobiliiv, w'liich may be styled self-created, is pre- 
s.ji v igh ages. Wo do not perfectly comprehend 

tlie feudal system, until after visiting the.se countries; 
we there see how all those families were formed in thd 
middle those local U»rdships which ruled ovcV 

castles, villages, and provinces. It is tlie first step in 
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civilisation. As society advances, these petty powers are : 
absorbed in larger ; municipalities arise to protec.t the 
rights of towns againi^t the waning power of the feudal 
families. Great kingdoms are then consolidated, which 
destroy in their turn the useless municipal privileg<?s, 
and other social phases open out with innumerablo 
j)lienonieua, the whole of which are yet unknown to us. 

We were already far from Abougosh, and his sub- 
jects of organised brigands. His nephew marched 
before us on the route to Jerusalem, At about a mile 
from .leremiali, ho quitted the road, and turned to tho 
right into rocky patlis, which cut a mountain covered 
with myrtle and turpentine trees. Wc followed after 
liim. Tho nows from Jerusalem, as given us by 
Abougosh, were such that it wjus absolutely impossible 
for us to enter it. The plague was increasing every 
hour; sixty to eighty deaths occurred daily; all the 
lio.spitals and convents were closed. We had come 
to tlic resolution of going first of all to tho desert of 
Saint John the Baptist, about two leagues from Jeru- 
salem, on the most precipitous mountains of Judea, to 
ask an asylum for a few days at t he convent of I .a tin 
monks who reside tlicre, and afterwards to act accord- 
ing to circmnstances. It was into tbe route towards 
this solitudf! that Abougosh ’s nephew led us. After 
marching for two hour.s through frightful roads, ami 
iindcM* a devimring sun, we found, on tho other side of 
tlie mountain, a small spring and tho shade of some 
oliva.'s, when; wo came to a halt. The position was 
.sublime ! We looked over the black ami deep valley <if 
turpentines, whore David slew the Vhilistine giant with 
Ins sling, 'rin; situation of tin; two armies is so apparent 
in the encircling of the valb.'y, and in the slojms and 
disposition of the ground, that it is impossible for the 
eye to lu'sitat<'. 'fhe dry torrent, on whose banks David 
piclv('d up the stem*, dn'w its chalky line through tho 
middle of the narrow valley, and pointed out, as in tho 
vocilal of tlu; Bible, the s('paratioii of the two armies. 

I had m.'ither tho Bible nor any hook of travels in niy 
liaml, nor any person to give me an account of th( 
place, and the ancient name of tlu; valley ami the 
mountains; hut my boyish iin.agi nation bad so vividly 
.and with such truth conceived the form of tho localities, 
1h<; physical asjiocl. of the sctmcs of tho Old and the 
New Testament, from tlio <h'Scriptions in the holy 
books, that I recognised, rd a glance, tlie valley of tur- 
jjeriiines, and the liattle iield of .Saul.* When we got to 
tile (Mnivnit, 1 luul only to hoar tin; cx.actitude of my 
ide.'iH <‘oi)firincd by tlu; father.s. My fellow-travellers 
CDiild not bt‘li(.“V<; it. The same thing had oeeurred to 
me at .Sepliora, in the mi<lst of the Iiills of (Jalilee. 1 
had jioiiiied out with my huger, ami called by its ii.ame, 
a bill siiriMouir((Ml by a ruimal castle as the probable 
plac(; of the VirgiiT.s ])irtii. On the following day, the 
.same was repeated with n^spect to the residence of the 
MacealuM’s at Modiii ; on jiassing the foot of a sandy 
mountain, with tlie remain.s of uii a<[ueduct on ilu; top, 
I recognisod it as the tomb of tile last illustrious cili/.ens 
r>f the Jewish peojde, ami I judged corn'ctly without 
knowing it. The imagination of man Is move accurate 
than is understood ; it <l(u;s not always dream, hut pro- 
cci'ds by iustinctivo assiiniUitioiis of things ami ideas, 
which giv(* to it results more sure and clear th.an 
science .and logic. Except the valleys of Lchanou, the 
riiinH of Balhek, the sluire.s of the Bosphorus at (k»n- 
stantinoplo, .and tho fir.st view of Damascus from the 
heiglits of Anti- Lebanon, 1 liavo novels ■eiicoimtored a 
seeno, the first glanee at which was moro'a recollection ! 
IJavo Avo Jived twice, or a thou.saiid time.s? Is our 
memory but a dulled mirror, which tfieireath of God 
makes bright? Or ratlu*r, have wo in our imaginatum 
a power of presentiment, and of Rociiig before wo ace 
ill n'ality ? Questions not to he solved ! 

At two o’clock in the afternoon, vve descended the 

* [ It »« culled the vulloy of Klah in the ifible. “ And Saul and 
the men of Israel Avere gathered togellior and pitched by the val- 
hy of J^:iali, and i»(;t tho battle in array agaimst tho Fhiliatiiici. , 
and tho PliilisMnea wtood on a mountain on tho one tide, and 
Brad htood on a mountain on the other side, and there Avas a 
'iiUcy bctAvcen thorn.”] 


steep slopes of the vale of turpentines, passed tho dry 
bed of the tPrrent, and mounted, by steps cut in the 
rock, to the Arab village of “Saint John the Baptist, 
which wo had seen before us. Some Arabs, with fero- 
cious countenances, looked at us from tho terraces of 
their houses ; the women and children crowded round 
us in tho narrow streets of the village ; and the inonka, 
alarmed at the tumult which they descried from their 
roof, at the multitude of our horses and im ri, and of 
the plague which we might be bringing in our train, 
refused to open the iron gates of the monastery. Wo 
turned back again, to proceed to encamp on a hill near 
the village, cursing the hard-hearted monks. I sent my 
dragoman to s}K;alv with them again, and to address to 
theiii the reproaches they so ricJily merited. During 
this interval, tlicAvholo poinilatioucame down from tlie 
roofs, tho fecheiks snrroumled us, and mingicil their 
Siivagc yells Avith the iieigliLiigof our attriglitcd hoi’ses ; 
a horrible confusion reigned in the A^'holc caravan, and 
Ave cocked our guns. The nephew of Abougosh, who 
had mounted to tho roof of a house near the convent, 
harangued in turn tho monks and the people. At 
length wo obtained, by a capitulation, entry to the cou- 
A'ont ; a small iron door Avas o])i*iu*d for us, through 
Avliich Avo passed, one by one, in a stooping posture, and 
Ave unlo.aded our horses to enable tlii'in to folloAV ns. 
1'ho n<;pheAV of Abougosh and his Arab trooji remained 
outsidi', and eneampt;d at the gate. Tho nioiiks, pale 
and agitated, trembled at the idea of toucliiiig us ; avo 
reassiirc'd them, by giving our word tliat aa’o had not 
come in contact witli any person since avo left Jaffa, 
and that aa’o should not enter Jcru.saloni as long as A\*e 
rcmaiiHul in tho asylum avo borrowed from them. 
Upon this assurance, their excited countenances re- 
sumed tranquillity ; they led us to the vast corriilors of 
t)i<^ monastery, and introduced each of us into a small 
cell, jirovided Avith a bed aiul a tabh', and ornament('(l 
with a fi?AV Spani.sh engravings of pious subjects. They 
made our .soldim’s, Arabs, and horses, take up tlieir 
(piart('i*s in an uneuliivated gardi ii of the convent; 
barley and straw Avt;ro thrown to them from the Avails, 
Avhilst shoe]) and a calf, .smit as presents by Abougosh, 
Avere killed for us in the .strei't. During the time that 
my Arab cook, in conjunction Avitli the serving-monks, 
prepared oiir meal in the kitchen, each of ns retired to 
liis cell to catch a nionuMit’s reposi;, or conb'niplate tho 
extraordinary jirospocL Avhieli .siirrouinlsthe monaster^’. 

'I'lie (’onveiit of Saint John, in the desert, is a branch 
of the Latin (Convent of the Holy L.aiul at Jerusalem. 
Those monks whose age, iiitirniitics, or more intense 
d(*sire fur .solitude, fit for camobites of a sev’cror e;tst, 
are smit to this liouse. It is a large and handsomo 
building, .surrounded by gardens dug in the rock, with 
court-yards and presses to make the excellent Avine of 
Jerusalem. There were tAventy monks when avo came 
there ; tho gre.atest iiUTViber Avere old S}>aniards, Avho 
had passed the largist portion of tlioir lives in the 
exercise, of the functions of a priest, either at Jerusalem, 
Bcthlolieiu, or some of the otlu'r toAvns of I’alostine. 
Some were nov5|*i:ites, hut recently arrived from their 
convents in Spain ; the eight or ten days that we passed 
Avith them impressed us Avith high conceptions of their 
character, their charity, and the purity of tlieir liv(;s. 
The .superior, (\specially, was the most perfect model of 
Christian virtues; simplicity, mildness, humility, un- 
shaken jKitienee, a kindness ahvays full of grace, a zeal 
! alAvays in place, iiidcfatigahlo attentions to the brother- 
' Imod and to strangers, Avithout distinction of rank or 
wealth, an enlightened faith, active and contemplative 
at the same time, .serenity in disposition, spt'eeh, and 
eoiiiiteiiance, which no contradiction conhl disturb, lie 
presented us Avith one of those rare exauqih's of what 
ilui perfection of the religious principle can produce on 
the mind of man ; the mortal Avas then; only in his 
! visible form, tho soul Avas already traiisforined Into 
■ .sonietliiiig superhuman, angelic, dei fil'd, Avliicli slums 
adiiiimtioii Avhilst commanding it. We Avere all equally 
struck, masters and domestioa, Christians or Arabs, 
Avith the pervading sanctity of tills excellent monk: his 
niiud appeared possessed by all the fathers and bretUren 
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of tho invent ; for, in different degrees, wo perceived 
in all a portion of the <iiialities of the superior, suid 
this abode of charity and peace left in ua undying 
recollection. The monkish state, in the present ago, 
has always appeared to me contrary to reason and 
common sense ; but a consideration of the Convent of 
Saint John the Baptist would tend to destroy these 
ideas, if it were not an exception, and if what is repug- 
nant to nature, to family, and social ties, ever could be 
a justifiable institution. As for the convents of the 
Holy Laud, they are not exactly to bo viewed in this 
light ; they aro useful to the world by the asylum w-hich 
th(iy afford to pilgrims from the West— by tho example 
of Christian virtues they may give to people who know 
not these virtues — and, finally, by the connection wliicli 
they alone keep tip between certain portions of the 
East, and the nations of tho West. 

The fathers disturbed us towards evening, and con- 
ducted us to tho refectory, where our si*rvaiits and theirs 
liad priJpared our repast. The meal, like that of every 
day wo spent in the convent, consisted of omelets, of 
pieces of mutton strung on an iron skt^wer and rousted 
before the fire, and of a rice pilau. W e tasted, for tlio 
first time, the excellent wdiite wine made from the 
vines in tho vicinity; it is tho only wine known in 
Judea. Tho brotherhood of Saint John tho Baptist 
are the only persons who know how to make it, and 
they furnish all the convents in Palestine. I bought a 
small cask of it, which I sent to Kuropi^ During the 
repast, all the monks walked up and down Uk* refectory 
conversing in turns with us ; the superior watched that 
uothiijg M'jis wanting to ns, served us often with liis own 
hands, and went to fetch us, trom tho repositories of 
the convent, liqueurs, chocolate, and all tho tUiinti(‘s 
still remaining from the last cargo dispatched from 
Spain. After supper, we aceompani(.*d ilu'm to tho 
terracq of tho monastery ; it is tho hahitual promenade 
of the monks in times of plague, and they frequently 
remain thus shut up, for several months in the year. 
*^But,” said they to us, ‘‘this soclusiou is less painful 
than you may think, for it gives us the right of shutting 
our gates to tho Arabs of the country, who torment us 
at all other times with their visits and demands. When 
the quarantine is removed, the convent is always full 
of these insatiable jK.'o[»le, and we prefer the plague to 
tho necessity of entertaining them/’ I easily believed 
them, when I had myself come to know these Anibs. 

Tho village r)f Saint John in tho do.siirt is situated 
on a detached hill, snrroundcMl on all sides by deep and 
gloomy precipices, tho hottoiiis of which are liiddeii 
from sight, falling down tho almost {icrpendieulav rock 
hencath the window's of the convent. The rocks aro 
scooped into deep caverns by nature lioraelf, which the 
asc(?tics of tlic first ages dived into to lead the life of 
eagles or pigeons. IIiT© and there on slopes, somewhat 
less grim, vine-plants are seen twining up the trunks of 
small fig-tr<^es, and creeping along the rock. Such is 
the appearance of all these solitudes. grey tint, 
speckled with yellowish green, covers the whole land- 
scape ; from tho roof of the couvont, tlfe eye jilungcs on 
all sides into bottomless abysses, A few mean dwellings 
of Mahometuu and Christian Arabs, arc sciittcrcd on 
the peaks under the shadow of the monastery, 'These 
Arabs are the most ferocious and perfidious of mortals. 
They ackiiowh dge the authority of Ahougosh, at whose 
name the monks grow pale. 'Tii(;y- could not understand 
by what seduction or mfiaeuco* (hat had welcomed 
US so frankly and given his own nej«'u.nv ibr our guide ’ 
they suspected in it some liigli diplomajic pu**j' .oc, and 
never i?ased inquiring about my pro" faction from the 
tyrant of their tyrants. Oji the approach of night, Wt 
descended, and passed the evening iji agreeable conver- 
sawon with the amiable nuperior and the good 
fathers. 'They ’.vcj-o sirang. rs to ovirry lidng; no in* 
teiligence ireai Eui opt , ])ioicv‘s these inaccessible moun- 
tains. They were perfectly at a loss to ccnpridiend the 
recent^ Trench revolution, *• M u;’ .vji,’ tin v, at the 
pur relation, “ provided the king of ihaiicc 
Jtand ho protects the convents of tho Holy 
They ;t(howecl us th< ir chapel, a 


beautiful small nave, built on the spot where tho fore* 
nmiier of tho Christ was born, onianiented with an 
organ, as well as with several mediocre paiutiugs of the 
Spanish school. 

Ill the morning, w'c could not resist tlie desire of 
gaining at least a distant glimpse of Jerusalem. Wo 
made our arrangements with the monks ; it was agreed 
thatw'e should leave attlic monastery a part of our people, 
horses, and baggage ; that we should take with us only 
tho horsemen of Ahougosh, the Egyptian soldiers, and 
the Arab domestics, who were indispensable, to take 
charge of our saddle-horses; that wx* should not enter 
the town ; that we should content ourselves with making 
the circuit of it, avoiding all contact with the inhabi- 
tants; and that, if, by accident or otherwise, such con- 
tact should occur, wo would not again seek to enter tho 
convent, but should withdraw our effects and people, 
and encamp in the environs of Jerusalem. 'J’lu'so con- 
ditions were accepted, and without other guaruiiteo 
than our word and veracity, ive departed. 


JERUSALEM. 

On the 28th October, at five o’clock in tlio iiionilng, 
we prepare to leave the desert of Saint Jehu the Ikqi- 
tist. We aw'ait the daAvn on horseback, in the court of 
tho convent, imclosed with high walls, in order that wti 
might avoid corning in the dark upon tlie iiifecti'd Aralis 
and 'Tui'ks i»f the A'illagc and of Bctlileheiii. At half 
past five w'c aro on our inaixh. We scale a momilaiii 
beset with enormous grey rocks, detached in blocks as 
if parted with tlic liainmer. A few crei’ping vines, with * 
the yellow leaves of autumn, hang along the small 
clean'd spots hi tlie intervals of the: rocks, and imnumse 
protrusions of stone, similar to those spoken of in the 
Song of Songs, rise up amidst ihese \iii<\s. Eig-tn>os, 
tho brandies of wJiidi are already (h sp(tile<l of their 
leaves, are s]>rinked on the odges of the vines, and 
tliilr blaekeiu'd fruit is strowe<l upon the rocks. On 
our right, tho destul of Saint J<>h]), in wliieli tin* voice 
— the voice crying in the wildeiaiess — re-oehouil, sinks 
into a b'rri lie abyss between tivi? or six higii black 
mountains, and in tho intervals, left by lln ir stony 
peaks, the bori: 20 !i of the Egyptian Sea,^ eovi^red with 
a gloomy vapour, opt'us to our eyes. Uii our left, ami 
quite near to us, is the riuii r>f an aiieieiit tower or 
castle, on thu jioiiit of a lofty knoll, w liicli is eruiubliiig 
into decay like all around it. Other ruins, like tho 
arches of an aqueduct, ai'e .setm desecndiiig from this 
castle down the sIope.s of the hill ; soim; vines are grow- 
j from their feet, and casting on the falling arches 
tlieir }»ale and yellow tinge. One or^wo turpentine 
trees .spring isolated fi'oiii amidst these riiin.s. It is 
Moc! , the j)alacc and tomb of tho last heroic men of 
.sacred lustory — tho Maccabees. Wo leave bebind us 
the.so remains giittoriiig in thebighobt rays of morning. 
'These rays . .ro not confounded in a vague confusing 
light, in a daz/ling anduniversrd radiancy, as iii Europe; 
they break from the tops of the mountains which hide 
Jerusalem from us, like 8tre.akH of tiro varlonsly tiniedj, 
nuitod at their centre, and diverging in the atmosphere 
they depart from it. Some are of a gently-silvered, 
ire, others of a dtdl white ; now of a delicate vermin 
lion, growing faint at tho edges, now of a burning red 
like tho flames of a conflagration, divided, and yet har- 
moniously agreeing, by tlulr successive and merging 
Ihits. They resemblo a dic/.zUng rainbow, whoso ureli 
i.s broken and mingled in tho atmosphere. 'This is tho 
third time that this beautiful phenomenon of the rising 
i>r the sotting of tho sun has offered itself to us in this 
;,uiso, since we have been in tli(3 mountainous regions 
of (jialilee and Judea ; it is tho dawn or twilight as the 
old Ttiusters represent thorn, which seem false to tlio.so 
w’ho have ir t aeeu tho reality. As tho day advances, 
the t-ncM. brightness, and the azurod or heated hue 
oi e;j.r.ii 01 these luminous .streaks, diminish, and are 
lost in the gemii*al glari? ; ami the moon, which hung 
above- onr heads, yet red and flory, wanes, assumes 

the colour oi pearl/aud sinks iulo the depth, .of heaven, 
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like a silver ring disappearing as it descends into deep 
water. 

After ascending a second mountain, higher and more 
naked still, than the first, the horizoji expands all at 
once upon the right, and gives a view of the whole space 
which stretches between the last peaks of Judt a on 
which we stand, and the high mountainous chain of 
Arabia. This space is already overspread witli the fleecy 
and waving light of iiioriiiiig. Beyond the lesser hills, 
heneatli our feet, broken and split into grey and crumb- 
ling blocks of rock, the eye distinguishes nothing but 
this dazzling expanse, so similar to a vast sea that the 
illusion was perfect; and it appears to us as if we can 
discern those patches of deep shade, and those smooth 
and silv(!ry sheets, that the rising sun brightens or 
darkens on a calm sea. On the edge of tiiia imagi- 
nary ocean, a little on the left, and about a league from 
iiH, the sun glitters on a square tower, on a lofty mina- 
ret, and oil the broad yellow walls of sonic buildings 
which crown the biimmit of a low hill, the hill itself 
e()iic(.*a.rmg from us their base ; but from the Hjiires of 
the minarets, the battlements of the more elevated 
walls, and the black ainl blue summits of the tloines 
rising behinrl the tower, and the great minaret, wo 
recognise a town of which wo can perceive only the 
morii elevated part, and which descends down the sides 
of tlio hill : it can ho none other than Jerusalem. We 
b(;liev<‘d oiiiKolvos much faj’ther removed from it, and 
ca<di of us, afraid to iinjuiro of our guide lest the illu- 
.sioii should he deslroyc'd, enjoyed in sileneo this first 
glance east stealthily upon tht) town; and all conveyed 
to me the namo of J<'riisaleiri ! 

It was so; it stood out, sombrely and heavily, from 
tin* l)lne. depths of In aven, and the black shies of the 
iMouiit of Olives. Wo reined in our horses to beliohl it 
in this mysTorions an<l awe-inspiring appearance. Kaeli 
stej> that we had to make, in dcse*‘nding into the deep 
ajid gloomy valleys wliieli were below our feet, would 
conceal it .again from oiir «'yes. Beyotid those lofty 
walls ami domes, ii high and broad bill .irose upon a 
second outline, darker (ban tliat whicli boro and con- 
cealed th(' town, Ijoumling and terminating our horizon. 
Tin* sun loft in the shade its western side, but settling 
Avith its AXTiical rays on its peak, lilo; a largo cupola, 
it appeared to inakt; its transparent summits tloat in 
the air, and the imeertain limit <»f earth and sky wjis 
jnarked only by a fow^ large black trees, planted on the 
most elevated point, tbrongli which tlie rays of the siin 
were j)nssing — it was the Mount of (Hives ! Jt was those 
very olives theiuselvos, the vencrahle w'itiics.se,s of so 
many «lays, written on earth and in heaven, watered 
hy diviiH? tear.^ and by the bloody sweat, and by s< 
many other tears and agonies since the night whiei 
has consecrated them ! We had a confused view of 
pomo others forming dark spots on th<> lieclivities, and 
llieii the walls of Jerusalem intercepted the horizon 
and hid the f>ot of the Sacred Mount. 

Nearer to us, mid immediately beneath our < yes, was 
nothing but a stony wdlderness, which senes as an 
approach to the city of stones. These immenst ombed<led 
stones, of a niiifovm ashy grey, expend from the spol 
whore we stood to tlic gates of Jerusalem. Hills aink 
ami rise, narrow valleys encircle xind wind amongsi 
their roots, and oven expand Ijore and there, as if tc 
4lec('ive the eyo of man, and promise liim vegetation ; 
hut all is of stone, hills, valleys, and plains. There 
a layer, ton or twelve feet thick, of bedded rocks, with 
intervals betwocu them, largo enough only for nqitiles 
to creep, or to break the leg of a camel, plunging ihiwii. 
If wo represent to oiirselvos high walls of eulossa 
stones, like tlioso of the Coliseum or tho great Korean 
thc‘jitre.s, falling in a single piece, and covering, aviJi 
their enormous and sunken sides, the earth wliich sus- 
tains them, we shall have an exact idea of tho layer 
and description of rock Avliich is every where gathervd 
on these nearest rampar ts of the city of the desert. The 
nearer WT approach, tlio more the stones crowd together, 
and rise, like perpetual avalanches, ready to fall upon 
the w.'iyfarer. The last stejis that are made before 
opejiing upon Jerusalem, arc hollowed througli a dismal 


and immoveable avenue of these rocks, which rise teif 
bet above the head of tho traveller, and permit only a 
sight of tho sky immediately above. 

Wo wore in this last and mournful avenue, and 
marched in it for a quarter of an hour, when the rocks, 
retiring on a sudden to the right and left, brouglit ns 
face to face with the walls of Jerusalem, upon which 
we verged before we w'(‘ro aware. A spuec of a hundred 
paces Avas alone between us and the gate of Bethlehem. 
This interval, barren and undulating, like the banks 
Avliich surround fortified places in Europe, extended to 
the right iuto a narrow vale, sinking in a gentle slope, 
and to the left were five old olive trunks, half bent 
beneath the weight of age and of the sim ; trees that 
might be called petrified, like the sterile soil from which 
they .sprang Aviili such elVort. The gate of Bethlehem, 
commanded by two towers, with Gothic battlements, 
deserted and silent as the gates of a ruined castle, was 
open before us. \Vc remainecl a few luimites in mo- 
tionless conteinplatiou ; avo burned with desiro to pass 
it, but the plague Avas at its highest state of intensity 
in the city; and wc had been received at the Convent 
of St John theMhiptist, on the most express and formal 
promise not to tJiiier it. We did not outer ; but turning 
t<» the 1< ft, w'o slowly descen(h;4l, skirting th< high Avails 
built behind a deep ravine or ditch, in which we per- 
c<;ived, from time to time, the stone fourulutions of 
Herod’s :\m*ieiit enclosure. At every step we met 
Turkish burial-idaces, whitened witii tomb-stonc's, sur- 
moiintofl by a turban. Th<*se (•(un(’t«*rics, Avhich every 
iiiglit the plague was prnpliug, were lilk‘d,here and there, 
with groujis of Turkisli and Arab Avomen, Aveopiug for 
their husbands or ilioir falliers. Some tents were fixed 
on the tombs, and sevmi or eight women, seated or ou 
their knees, bolding beriutil’iil infants to the breast, 
were ultering, at intervals, harmonioii.s lamentations, 
funeral songs, or prayc'rs, tho religious nudaueholy of 
whicli accorded vvomlcrfully Aviih tlio desolate scene 
before our eyt.*s. These woiiu'n were without vtdls : 
some were young and pretty. They had at ilu'ir sides 
baskets full of artitlcial llowcrs, and painted in brilliant 
colours, wbieh they planted round the tombs, watering 
them with their tears. They bent down, from time to 
time, towards the earth, recently disturbed, and chanted 
to the dead some verses of their lament, appt'aring to 
speak to him in ;i low voice, ; then, remaining silent, 
with tho cars close to the mommu'nt, they had the 
appea* anta*. of Availing and listening for tlio reply. ‘ 'fheso 
groups of women and childrmi, seated there the whole 
(lay to Aveep, were tho only sign of life and human 
occupancy that .appeared to us in our circuit round tho 
w.alls. No noise, no smoko arose; and some pigeons, 
flying from tho fig-trees to the battieinoiits, and from 
the battlements to the edges of tlie saerod pools, gave 
the only moYoiuent, tho solo murinur, in thi.s mournful 
comp.ass. 

Half-way down the descent which conducted us to 
Kedron and tlr* foot of Mount of Olives, wo saw a 
deep, open grotto, not far from tho ditch of tho town, 
under a hillock of yellow rock. I. would not stop at it ; 
1 Avished to SCO Jem;. a lorn, and nothing but Jerusalem, 
entirely, and with uninterrupted purpose, together Avith 
its valleys and hills, its Jehosliapliat and its Kedron, 
its tonipio and its sepulchre, its ruins .and its horizon ! 

Wo afterwards passed IvefortHho gate of Damascus, a 
beautiful monument of the Arab taste, flanked Avitli two 
towers, opened by a. broad, high, and elegant ogive, and 
surmo’mteil by battlements in arabesque^ in the form 
of stone turbans. Then we doubled, to the right, tho 
angle of the walls, which form, eu tho northern side, a 
I regular sijiiare, and having on our left tho deep and 
gloomy valley of Gethaoimiue, tho bottom of wJiich is 
occupied ami filled hy the dry torrent of Kedron. We 
folloAVod, tv) the gate of Saint Stephen, a narrow path, 
touching the Avails, interrupted by two \iools, in ono of 
Avhich Christ cured tho palsy. This pathway hangs 
upon tho edge of a nan'ow margin, Avhicli surmounts 
the precipice of (.Jethsomaueand tho valley of Johosha- 
plmt; at the gate of Saint Stephen it is interrupted in 
its course by tUo^ perpendicular terraces which boro 
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Solomon’s temple, and sustain at present Omar’s mosque; 
and a rapid and wide declivity sinks all at once to tho 
left towards the bridge which crosses Kedron, and leads 
to Gethsemano and tlie tlarden of Olives. Wo passed 
this bridge, and dismounted once more from our horses 
in front of a charming edifice, of the composite order, 
but of a severe and antique character, which is, as it 
were, buried in the lowest dej)ths of the valley ol 
Gethseinaiie, and fills its entire breadth. It is the 
assigned tomb of the Virgin, the nioilier of Christ; it 
belongs to the Armenians, whose convents w’cre tlio 
most raA-ige*! by tho plague. We did not, therefore, 
enter tho sanctuary of llie tomb. I contented myself 
witli falling on my knees upon tho marble step of tho 
outer court of this handsome temple, .and invoking tho 
blessing of her whom every mother early teaches her 
child to piously and aftectioiialely worship. On rising, 
i perceived behind me an enclosure, of about an acre 
in extent, touching, on one side, the high hank of the 
brook Kedron, and rising gently, on tin; other, to the 
base of the Mount of Olives. A low wall of stones, 
without cement, surrounded this field, and eiglit olivo 
trees, separated from each other thirtjlior forty i>aces, 
covered it almost entirely with their shade. These olives 
are some of the largest trees of the species that I have ever 
met with ; tradition carries their age to the memorable 
date of the Saviour’s agony, who liad selected fliem to 
hide his divine angnisli. Their appeai'anee would cuii- 
firni, if necessary, tlie tradition wliicJi consecrates them ; 
their pro<Iigious roots, like the Jiccumnlations of centii- 
rie.M, liave lifted up the earth and stones which covcriMl 
them, and, rising several feet above tlu; level of th(^ 
soil, offer to the pilgrim natural seats, on whicli he can 
kneel or sit, to gather the holy thoughts which descend 
from tlieir silent bi .mche.s, A knotty trunk, grooved 
and hollowed by age into, as it were, deep w rinkles, 
rises lik(' a large eolumu from these groups of roots, 
and, as if ov<?rcon)o and bent by tho weight of y(‘ars, 
leans to tho riglit or to the left, and droops its vast 
iiiterw'oven branches, whi(!li tho axe has a hundred 
times pruned, to restore to youthful vigour. Th(‘se 
old and pondorou.s hrancln's, wdiicli are bent down- 
W'ards, bear others of loss mature agi^, w hich stand erect 
towards heaven, and send out shoots, oiu> or two years’ 
old, topped by clusters of leaves and small blue olives, 
whicli fall like celestial r(;]ics on the foot of flic Chris- 
tian traveller. I separated from the caravan, which 
liad halti^d round the Virgin’s tomb, and I seated my- 
self, for a moment, on tlu; roots of the most lonely and 
aged of thest! olives ; its branches interct;pted the view 
of tliew’alls of Jerusalem, and its large trunk conceahMi 
Tue from the observation of the, shejdierds wlio were 
fei'ding th(;ir flocks on flic s1o|k;s of the ]Mouiit of Olive.s. 

1 Cfml(l mily S(;e tlu; deep and ruggt;d I'aviiie of Kedron, 
and thetopsof some other olives, wliichfill up tlie breadth 
of the valley of .Jehoshaphat, Not a murmur avost' from 
the waterless brook ; not a leaf shook upon tho tri'o ; I 
closed my eyes, and carried back my thoug’uts to that 
night, the eve of the rcdem)>tion of the human race, in 
wliich tlu; Divine Mijssonger had draiiicd the drogs of 
the cup of agony, befoix; receiving d( ath from the hands 
of men, as the reward of hi.s celestial ri'velation. 1 asked 
my part of that salvation wdiich ho had borne to tlie 
w'orld at so high a sacrifice ; 1 n presented to myself 
the flood of aiignisU whicli must^’havc poured upoii .lu* 
heart of the 8oii of Man, wl.eiilie contcMiiplatcd, at one 
view, all the miseries, dark nesse s, woes, vanities, and 
wickednosstx, in the lot of mortals; wiu ii he wished 
to renmve that loa,<l of crimes uid gi icfs uiuh-: whic;. 
all bun., lity, bowed down and groaning, jjasses into Iho , 
narrow vale oi tears ; wlien lie fiiujul that not even j 
truth and consolatioj, cculd bo imparted t<» mankind, 
but at the pri ^‘0 of Ids life ; when, recoiling with al''. ight 
from the .slnuhuv (.f d( ath, which he already felt upon 
him, he said wo his I'.vtlior, hot tliis cup ])aH8 from 
TUol»:»iyHlnd I, a mi.seruble, ignorant, insignificant 
also cry at the fof)t »f the ir o of huinau 
ijh Lord ! Let all the.sc cups of hiltcriicbS be 
im me, and bo poured by yon into that cup 
ined for us all ! //<», lie had tho force to 


drink it to the dregs. He hfid known and seen you ; 
ho know wherefore lie was aboui'to drink it ; he knew 
the immortal life that awaited him in the depths of liis 
three days’ tomb ; but I, oh Lord, what know I hut 
tho w'oe which tcai*s my heart, and the hope which ho 
ha.s taught me ? ” 

I arose, and gazed in admiration on this spot, divinely 
predestined and chosen for tlu; most agonising scene in 
the passion of the Saviour. It was a valley, narrow', 
oiitoiiibed, and deeply sunk ; closed on the north by the 
gloomy and hare ridges which bore tho tombs of the 
kings ; overshadowed on the wo.st by the sombre and 
colossal walls of a city of inquitios ; overcast on tho 
cast by tho peaks of the Moniitaiii of Olives, and tra- 
versed by a torrent whicli rolled its bitter and yellow 
waters over the broken rocks of the valley of Jelu»slia- 
phat. At a few paces distant, a black and naked rock 
stood out like a promontory from the foot of tlu; moun- 
tain, and, suspended over Kedron and the vale, boro 
some old tombs of kings and j)atriarchs, carved in huge 
and fantastic architecture, and shot out like the bridge 
of death over the vah; of tears ! 

At that period, doubtless, the slopc.s of the Mount of 
Olives, now nearly hare, were irrigated by the water 
of the pools and the yet fiowing stream of Kednni. 
Gardens of pomegranates, oranges, and olives, covert cl 
with a thicker Kha«le the confined valley (d* Gcth.se- 
niaiu;, w'hich is hollowi'd, like a nest of sorrow, in tho 
narrowest and darkest <lepth of Jt lioshaphat. I’hc man 
of opprohrinin, the man of grief, might hide hiins(;lf 
there among the rnot.s of trees, and the rocks of tho 
torrent, under tlu; trijde shadow' of the city, the nioim- 
taiii, and the niglit. He might hear from tlun-e the 
stealthy steps of his mother and his disciples, who w ere 
in .searcli of their srin and their mastt r ; (he confn.sed 
iioise.'^, the brutish a(‘elamation.s of the city, wliich arose 
above Iiishead, in stupid joj at having vau(|uished truth 
and chased away jusluu; ; and the. murmuring of Kedron 
which flowed beneath his feet, aiul which was soon to 
so(; its city overthrown, and its sju'ings destroyed, by 
the ruin of a wicked and blind nation, I'iHild tho 
8a^iollr have eliosf'ii a inori; fitting place for his ti'ars? 
Could he have iiioisti.Micd with his bloody sweat a land 
more ploughed w iiii miseries, more soaked with sadness, 
more drowned with lamentations ^ 

J remounted myhorst?, and in a rpiarter of jm liour I 
climbed up the Mount of Olives, turning my hetid every 
instant to see something more of the valley and the 
city ; every step that my horse ina<le on tlu; path lead- 
ing up the mount, disclosed to me a quartt'r, an edifice 
more of Jerusalem. 1 reached the summit, crow nod 
by a mo.squc in ruins, covering the place, when; Christ 
.‘iscended into heaven after the resuilectioii. I, de- 
scended a little on tho right of this mosque to arrivi; 
at tw’ broken columii.s, lying on tlie ground at the feet 
of .some olivo ti’ee.s, upon a level, w Inch looks, at the 
same time, on derusalem, Sion, and the valleys of Saint- 
Saba, which )• id to the Dead Sea. The Dead Sea itself 
was glittoriug between tlu; ])eaks of the mountain.s and 
the va.st Jiorizoij, furrowed with numerous ridgi;s ter- 
minating at the mountains of Arabia. Here 1 seated 
my.^elf: behold tlic scene belon; me ! 

'^I’ho Mount of Olives, on tin; tiumndt of which T am 
sitting, descends in a sudden and steep ileclivity to 
the dei'p abyss which divules it from Jerusalehi, aiul 
w hich is called tho valley of Jdioshaphat. From tho 
ludtom of this gloomy and narrow vale, whose naked 
si'les are streaked with while and lilac.k stones, tho 
dismal stones of death, arises an iiniiieiiNo and. broad 
bill, who.se prf;ci])itpus inclination re.seinhhjs that of a 
j'iigli tottering raiiijairt ; no tree can fix its roots, not 
» ui moss can hang its filaments; the declivity is so 
hUH;p, that the soil and the stones are. perpetually sink- 
ing down, and nothing is pre.seiited to the eye but a 
surface of dr^.and withered earth, like heaps of ashes. ,: 
About the unddle of tliis hill, or natural rampart, high 
nnd strong walla of broad 8toiii;s, linchiseJled on their, 
exterior, are jiltuitcd, their Roman and Hebraic foiui*’ 
dations concealed under tho ashes whicli are collected 
round their base.5, and elevated fifty, a hundred, and? 



fju*tIior on, two and three hundred foot high. The walla 
are pierced by three gates, two of which arc built up ; 
and one of them, open before us, seems as void and 
dt'serted as if it gave entrance to an uninhabited town. 
The walls rise also above these gates, and support a 
wide and extensive terrace, which strotelies two-thirds 
of the length of Jerusuleni, on the side which looks to 
the east ; this terrace, computed by the eyt^, may be 
loot) feet long, and 600 to 700 wide; it is almost per- 
fccrtly level, except at its centre, wJiere it sinks insen- 
sibly, .as if to recall to the eye the shallow valley which 
formerly sei)aratcMl the liill of Sion from the city of 
Jerusalem. This magnificent pkaifonn, <loul>tless ])re' 
pared by nature, but evidently finished by the hand of 
man, was tin; sublime pedijstal on whicli arose the 
'remide of Solomon ; it bears, at the present day, two 
Turkish inos( (lies ; the one, Kl-Sakara, in the centre of 
the platform, on the very site wh(?re tin* temphi must 
have stood ; the other, at tlie south-east extremity of the 
teri’cace, touching the walls of the town. The mosque of 
<.)mar, or Kl-Sakara, an admirable edifice of Arabian 
arcliit('eture, is of iinirn'iise dimensions, with eight sides, 
and built of stone and marble. I'kudi front is ornamented 
with seven arcades tiiruiinated in ogive; above this 
1‘irst range a terraeiMl roof stretches, whmiec! springs 
anotli<‘,r tier of narrower arcadtjs, crowned V>y a grace- 
ful dome cov(*red with copper, formerly gildefl with 
gold. The walls of th<‘ nios<jUo are decorated with a 
Idue enamel ; t(j tln‘ right and to the hd't extend broad 
partition walls, ti;nninated by light Moorish colonnades, 
eorresponding to tlio eight doors of tlui inos(jne. l>e- 
Yfuid these detach<!d colonnades, the platform continnes 
and terniinaU.'s, on one of its sidi’s, at tlie north part of 
the town, on the other, at the walls on the south. Lofty 
eypn-ss trees, scattered as if by chance, olives and gri'toi 
plants growing ln*re and tlunar hetweeii the nio.sipies, 
heighten the ellect of their elegant arehitoctnre, and 
111'.* <la//Jing colour of thi'ir walls, l)y their pyramitlal 
form and somln't^ vrrdun*. 

Ahovi* the two inosqm's and tlu^ site of the tomjde, 
all dernsalem stretches out and sj'oats njg if I may say 
so, hefon.' us, without the eye losing a roof or ;i, stom*, 
tlie plan of a town in Teli<*f w liich an ai’tlst exhihits 
on a tahlt'. d'ho city, not as it has been reprosenti'd to 
ns, a shapeless arnl eonfiised heap of ruins and ashes, 
on which a few Arab lints arc irectc'd, or Hedouin 
tents plaiitcMl — not lilio Athens, a cliaos of dust ami 
crninliled walls, in which the traNclhu* vainly .seeks the 
ontline of cilitices, the track of streets, the image of a 
town — but a, city brilliant in aspect and colouring ! — 
oliei’ing nobly to tin; eye its uiilirokeii and embattled 
walls, its blue mosque with white eolonn;ule.s, its tliou- 
.sands of n.'splendaiit domes, on which the rays of an 
autumnal suiifari ami .are ri'Hecti'd in dakizliiig va|Hnir : 
the facades of houses, tinted by the suns of summer 
with the yellow and golden hm* of the editicesof Ikestmu 
or of Rome, its old toivers, the guardians of its walls, 
in which not fi ;;tone, not a loop-hole, not a battUnumt, 
is deficient ; .and from the midst of this ocean of houses, 
.and multitude of little domes .surmouiitiiig them, a. lihndv 
ami elliptic dome larger than the others, towci tvl over 
by another w'liite dome — it is the llolv .Sepulchre and 
Calvary. They are confounded, and, as it wc re, drow ned, 
in tlie immense hibjaanth of domes, edifices, and streets 
Avliicli surround them, and it is thus dithcnltto .account 
for the site of Calvary and that of the sepulchre, which, 
according to the ideas given us by tlio Cospel, should 
be found upon .a det.ached hill, beyond the walls, ami 
not ill the centre of Jerusalem 1 Tho city, contracted 
on tho aide of Sion, has been doubtlesafy“ enlarged 
tow'ards tlio north, to cnibr.acc within its comp. ts.s the 
two .spots which cause its shame and glory, th^^placo .'f 
punishment of the Just, .and that of tho resufrcetioii of 
the Cod in Man ! 

Such ia tho town from the height of tho Blount of 
OUves I It has no horizon behind it, neither to the west, 
nor to the north. The outlines of its Avails and tOAvers, 
tho points of its numerous ininanUs, tho arclies of its 
^’^lining domes, stand out naked and bluntly on the blue 
***‘y of the cast, and the city, thus borne and presented 


on its wdde and elevated site, appears still to glitter iii 
all tho ancient splendour of its prophecies, or to wait 
but a Avord to start in full lustre from its seventeen 
successive ruins, and to become that New Jerusalem^ 
Avbicli rises from the ivilderness brilliant with brUjht- 
ness !* 

It is the most w^ondrous vision that tbo eye can have 
of a town Avliieh is no more' ; for it st'ems yet to b«', 
ami to shine as a tOAvn full of youth and life ; but if avi^ 
rcgaril it Avitli greater attrition, avo fm*! that it is in 
fact but a beautiful im.age of the city of Uavid and of 
Solomon. No noise is heard from its squares .ami 
streets; no longer are there roads Avhich load to its 
gates from tlie east and the Ave&t, from the north and 
the south ; there are only a few paths Avimling .at hazard 
amongst the rocks, in which w'O meet sonic half-clad 
Ai'abs mounted on llieir asses, and soim? Damascus 
cam(?l-drivers, or some Avoineii from IJethlehem or 
Jericho bearing on their heads a ]»annier of Engaddi 
grape.s, or a l)a.sket of pigeons, Avhi(rli they go to sell, at 
morning, under the turpentine-trees, beyoiid the gab s 
of the city. We Avere seated all iliiy in front of the 
principal gates of Jt'rnsalem ; avc made the circuit of 
the Avails in passing before all its other gates. No ono 
entered, no one came out ; the beggar e\ en Avas ni/t 
si'ated in the gati'wny ; the sentinel did not show him- 
self on his post — we saw notliing, Ave heard nothing: 
tlio same blank, tlie same silence at the portals of a 
city, Avilh thirty thousand souls, during twolvi^ hours of 
the day, as if avo had passed before the dead Aval's of 
Pompeii or Hercnlam'uin ! We siiav but biiir funeral 
parties issue in silence from the Damascus gate, ami 
Avind along the wall'-’ towards the Turkish ci.'iiieleries ; 
ami from the gate ot >ion, a.s avij passed it, only a poor 
i'hrl'.tian, dead that morning of tlie plague, aaIioiii four 
grave-diggers Avero' carrying to tin? burving-jilace of the 
tiHM'ks. 'fliey went closi' jmst ns, i-iist the i>ody of tlio 
infected on the 'ground Avra}>ped in liis c1oL1h"J, ami S('t 
thcinselves in .silenct,* to <iig liis last bed under the f<*er. 
of our hor.se.s. Tlio ground nil around the town had 
h(?on recently disturbed for similar burials, which the 
plague was every day imiltiplyiiig ; ami the only noise 
heard beyoml tho Avails of Jerusalem, Avas the inoiioto- 
nous Availing of llie Turkish Avonu'ii Avbo were lament- 
ing their dcail. I know not if the plague uas the solo 
caiis(‘ of tlie di'sei’tiou of tlie roads, ami of tlie profound 
.silencer around Jerusah'TU and Avitliiii it. I do not 
lu liev'e it was, bt cause tlui Arabs and Turks do not 
.attenqit escujie the intlictions of the .\lniighiy, eon- 
vinced that tliey can reach them everywhere, and that 
no route avoids them. A suldiino emiviction on their 
part, but one Avhieb leads to disastrous eonseqneiices ! 

To the h'ft. of tlie platform of the tenqde, and the 
Avails of Joru.salom, the hill which sustains the town 
sinks all at once, Avidens, and extends in gentle slopc.s, 
^•npported at intervals by terraces of loose .stones. On 
its summit, some lunuh’eds of paces from JoriisalenA, 
are a, mosque and a group of 'furkish cdiiices, ln^arly 
similar to a European village overtopped by its church 

[It i.s very nooossary te recollect, tint tho Joni'^alem of tlio 
present Jay Joes not peril aps possc.ss a .singlo J welling, or pirn? 
of Avail, AAiiieh bolon;reJ to tlio ancient city, so much has it been 
iiltereil anJ dcbtroyetl. Aftt?r its last ^i cat destruction under tho 
Itoman enijicror .\drian, in the year IIH, it A\as ndmilt in a new 
style; and about the year 300, Avlicii (.'onstantino Avas convi'rtcd 
to (’hri.stianity, the city \v;is greatly extended by that monarch, 
and his mother IKlena. lly this Uist-inentloned pious Avoinan 
a number of Christian ehurehos Avcrc erected, an<%at this tinio 
thesiMAlsoelebratod in the (rospel history began to be consecrated 
and dignified Avitli chapels and shrines, so that the uriginul appear- 
'•.nee of many of them avivs lost. The .Saracens .and Tm ks aft< r- 
wards elTaocd miuiy of the AA'orks of Helena, but latterly, by tho 
(dantation of monasteries in Palestina, and the Hocking tliibi. r 
of pilgrims, almost all the ftpots consecrated by the sufb i of 
I'hrist have been ro-adorned, imd arc now under the roofs of 
religious structures. This alteration of the origiruil aspect of 
th(?so bcriptural scenes lias been comlemncd by every traveller 
AAdio has written on tho subject. Tlio present settled population 
oi Jerusalem, TiirL.s, Juaa s, and (’hri.sti:ins, is rei kont J at about 
1 15,(Kit).j 
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and ita steeple. If is Sion ! It k the palace ! It is 
the tomb of David ! It is the place of his inspirations 
and of his enjoyments, of his life and of his reposo ! A 
place doubly sacred to mo, whose lieurt this divine 
songster has so often touched, and >yIioso imagination 
he has so often charmed. He is the first of sentimental 
poets ! — the king of lyrics ! Never has the human 
chord resounded with harmony so stirring, so penetrat- 
ing, and so solemn ! NevtT has tlic poetic thought boon 
raised so high, or sung so justly ! A ever has the soul 
of man expanded before men and before God in expres- 
sions and sentimenis so tender, so sympathetic, and so 
be\vild(‘ring ! All the most secret agonies of the human 
lieart have found voice and utterance on the lips and 
on the harp of this man! And if we go l)aek to the 
remote period in which such psalms were sinig on earth, 
if we rc'flect that the lyric poetry of the most civilised 
nations llum ce]i'l)rated only the praises of wint‘, love, 
blood, and the victories of the muses, and the coursers 
in the games of Elis, we are impressed with a profound 
astonishment at the mystic aeeenls of the kingly pro- 
phet, who speaks to the J.ord-Creator as friend to 
friend, who understands and lauds Ins wondrous deeds, 
who applauds his justice, who iinj)lores his mercy, and 
seems an unlielj)ating ladio i»f tin* evangelical |.)oet;y, 
repeating the goiitle Avords of the Savi«»ur before' hear- 
ing them. rroi)het f>r not, according as he may he 
considered l>y the philosopher or the (liristiati, none 
can refuse to the poet-kiiig an inspiration which was 
given to no other mortal I Head Horace or i'indar 
allev a psalm ! i-’or myst'lf, 1 cannot 1 

J, a humble })oet in a time of decay and silence, I 
would, if 1 had liveil at Jc'rnsah'in, have chosen the 
Spot for my resideiv''", and tln^ toiuh for my repose, 
precisely where l)a\ id has ehosen his at )^i<»n. it has 
the most beautiful ]n’ospect of Judea, of 1‘alestine, and 
, of Galileo. Jerusalem is on the left, with the temple 
and its building.s, on which the eyes of the king or tin* 
poet could hill witliout being seen from them, liefuro 
him the tertilo gjirdeiis, stretching down the expiring 
slopes, miglit conduct him to the bed of the torreiit, 
whose foam and .mni-mnv W' re dea)' to him. fhyond, 
the valley ojK'iis and '.videiia ; fig-trees, pomegranates, 
and olives, overshadow it. It was e])on sonu; of these 
rocks, suspended over the llowing water, in some of 
these re-('elioiug grottoes, cooled hy the wator-air, at 
the foot of ^ome of tlu'Se im’peiitiiKt-trees, the ancestors 
of tliat which sluoles myself, that the saci'od pO(.'t doubt- 
less (•{jiiu' to catch the whisper wdiicii inspired him so 
melodiously! May 1 not find it also to express the 
sadness of my heart, ami of Diat of the tinman race in 
this unsettled age, as he sang his ho].'>s in an age of 
youthful tu.'ss ami faith ^ Ihiktliere is no lunger poetry 
in tin* heart of man, for despair is not tuneful. Unless 
a new inspiration shall descend upon o»ir gloomy times, 
tlie lyre.s will remain mute, and man will pass in si'eie-e 
betwoun two gulfs of doubt, Avithoiit having loved, or 
prayed, or sung 1 

ihit 1 return to the palace of David. The vir w 
plunges on the ravine, at tliat time ver^lant and irrie-'iled, 
of Jehosliaphat ; a wide opening in the hills to fJio east 
leads iroin slo^x? to slope, from ridge to ridge, to the 
basin of the Dead Sea, whicdi roflen-ts the evening rays, 
in its heavy and dull waters, like a thick Vemfiiau glass, 
which imparts -i leadiui tint h-) the light \vlii( h j.Jls 
upon it. It is not wliat tlie iinaginatlou has figured 
to itseli, a petrified lake in a n.oiiriiful and monotonous 
landscape. ^ It is from here one of die >.:o.st beautiful 
of the Swiss or Italian lakes, i s trrini]uii waie srojei: - 
ing un.. r the shadow of the lilgli inountain.s of Arabia, 
which stretch, like other Alps, out of sight behind it. 
between tin; elevateu, pvraiiudal, indented, and glitter- 
ing peaks of the eonchnbng mountains of Judea. ’ hich 
IS the prospeet f,-om ,Sion ! 

Ihere was anolle » scene iuthe landseapo of Jorusa- | 
3em that I would hart engravij in my -in iuory, )mt I 
have neither pencil nor insplraPi )n. i t the valley of 
Jehp^)J|at---a vjillcy cekbnileil traditmus of 

pns, ill wliicli th(! thov.s, the UliT’istmns, .and 
pkicing the tcn ible scene of 


the last judgment— 41 valley'which has already witnessed 
on its banks the greatest scene in tho evangelical drama 
— ^tlic tears, the agonies, and the death of the Saviour ! — 
a valley, through which the prophets have passed, in 
their turns, iitt(n*iiig a cry of woe and terror, which 
seems still to echo ! — a valley, which is destined to hear 
the stupendous noise of tho torrent of souls rolling 
before God, and coming of themselves to their fatal 
judgment !* 

iSame dm /, — AVc returned to tho Convent of Saint 
John in the wilderness, without having violated any 
stipulation in the compact concluded with the monks. 
We were rt'ceived with a confidence and reliance which 
affected us ; for if avc had not been men of lioiiour, if 
one of our Arabs only had escaped our watclifuliieHS, 
ami had commuiiicatioii with thoR(i who boro tho 
iiifoetod all arouud us, we should have brought death 
perliaps to tlie wliolo community. 

Oclobei' ‘29. — At five o’clock in tho morning, w'o 
departed from the wilderness of h>aint John, with all 
onr horses, escort, Arabs of Abougosh, and fonv horse- 
men, sent by the governor of Jerusalem. We pitch 
onr camp at two gunshots from tho walls, on tho sido 
of the Turkish burial-ground, all covered with little 
tent.s, in which the women come to Janient. Thesi* tents 
are full of women, children, and slave's, lit'oring baskf'ts 
of fh)\vt‘Vs, which th(?y plant for tin* day around the 
tomh.s. Our horsenieu, from Naplous, alone outer tho 
city, to inform the governor of our arrival. Whilst 
they ca)*ry onr message, we remoA'e onr shoes, hoots, 
ami cloth gaiti'rs, wifich are susceptible ef catching 
infection, and wo cover onr feet with morocco 'riirki.sli 
slux's; w'c rnh ourselves with oil and garlic, a pri'ser- 
vative Avliich T have thought of, friuu tho well-known 
fact at (kmstantinople, that the dealm’a ami carriers of 
oil are loss .snhj<'ct to the j)lagiie. In half an hour avc 
lierceive, issuing from the Bothli'hem gate, tlie kitijja 
of the governor, the interpreter of the convent of Latin 
monks, iive or six horstjuien, clad in brilliant costnrncjs, 
and carrying gold or silver-headed canes, onr own 
N.'tjJons troopers, and sonic yoimg ]>ages on horsehaek. 
We go forward to mei t them ; tliey form a eirele round 
us; and we ('liter the Ihfihlehem gate. I’liree plague- 
corps('s issued from it at tlie same uioim'iil, and tlii.'ir 
Ix'arerB dispute with ns fin* an iiislaiit tlio passage, 
under the sombre arch of tli(‘ gate;. liimiediat(,‘ly aih r 
clearing it, wi'find oursj'lves in a suburb, composed <>f 
small and wn tebed houses, and of sOme nmriiltivat 'd 
gardeii.s, file wall.s of Avbieh have falh'ii down. AVo 
follow, f(.>r a moment, the broadest road in this suburb ; 
it leads ns to one or two ]>etty stri'ids ('(jually gloomy, 
narrow, and tiltby ; we perci'ivc; in these streets only 
the carriers of tlio dead, who p.iss witJi hasty sti'ps, oi* 
range tlK'ni.selvos against the walls, at the command, 
.and nhrr the rais(‘d sticks, of the governor’s janis- 
saries. Hero and there are soriui di.'ah.Ts in bread and 
fruits, coverecl with rags, s«'ated on tho door-waiy of 
small .shops, vith tln ir baskets on their kma'S, and 
(trying tJurir nuirchandise, after the manner (»f market 
]>eopl(.‘ ill our great towns. Irom linn? to tinu' a woman 

* [The Vulloy of J(?lioslmphat, thouRh only n narrow roelcyplnn, 
i- ne of the most iuteresting l(K;alitica in tlio irniuodiuto nciich- 
bmirhovKl of .1 orusaleni. It lies on tlio cii-.t of tlu; city, and 
throujjh it flows the wnall rivulet or hrook Kedroii, a tributary 
ef the Dead Sen, Avhich lies Boino miles ili.stant in un easterly 
dircct'on. “Stopiiinpr for n monu'nt among tho tombs in tl.o 
1''!rkihh burying-groinul, avc tlcsci nded towards tho bridge n(‘rt.-s 
the brook Ivedron, and tho mysterious Valley of Jcliosliapluit. 
• foro J wa;^, imlecd, among tho hallowed places of tho IliUh?. 
'h ro all was as nature had left it, and spiu*ed by the de.secratin.i; 
•i.Tud of man ; and as I gazed upon the vast Ke])ulehr}il nionu- 
mont.s, tlio tombs ol Abraham, Zechariah, and Jelioshaphat, and 
the thousands and tens of thousands of Hebrew tombstones cover- 
ing tlio dcclis'ity of tho mountain, 1 had no doubt I was lookln.fi[ 
upon that great gathering-phu?o where, three thousand years ago, 
tlu? f biirbd his dead under the shadow of tho Temple of 
Holomon J and where, even at this ti.'iy, in every country where 
his race is known, it is the deare.st wJsli of his heart that his 
borierj may be laid to rent amon;^ tboAO of hia loiig-burlod flice®* 
IncuUnU of Travel. '] 
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veiled appeal^ at tlio wooden bats of a window, or a ; After half an hour’s Conversation with these monks, 
l)oy opens a low and dark door, and goes to piirchaso tho bell calls them to mass, Wc return them our 
for the family tho day’s provision. The streets arc thanks ; they give ns their good wishes for a safe jour- 
evory wlierc obstructed with rubbish, heaps of filth, lUfy. We send to our camp the stores and provisions 
and, above all, with loads of blue clotli, or stuff slired.s, wo have obtained, and lofive tlic court of the convent, 
whicli tho wind sweeps about like dead leaves, and with After traversing some other streets similar to tlioso 
wliich wc arc unable to avoid contaet. It is from the which I have just described, we come upon a small 
filth and rags with which the streets of eastern town.s square, looking to the north upon a corner of the Hill 
arc cov ered, that tlio plagiKj is chiefly coniinuiiieated. of Olives. On our left, some steps of descent h'ad us to 
Hitherto w'e had seen nothing in tlie streets of Jerusa- a courtyard, on which stands the front of the church of 
leiu which proclaimed the residence of a nation — no the Holy Sepulchre, The churcli of tlie Holy Sepulchre 
symptom of wH;alth, activity, or life — the e.xteiior aspect has been so often and so well described, that 1 wall not 
liad deceived us, us we had been so frequently before describe it afresh. It i.s, especially on the exterior, 
deceiv(‘d in otlier towns of Greece and Syria. The a. vast and splendid moimmeiit of the Byzantine era ; 
most nilscrahlo hamlet on ilic Alps or Pyreueos, tho its architecture is solemn, imposing, and rich, for the 
most obscure alleys of our suhurb.s, ahandone<i to the period in wdiich it was constructed ; it is a worthy me- 
low’i^st classe.s of the population, have morti cleanliness, mento rai.sed by the piety of mc*n over the tomb of the 
luxury, and elegance*, than tlu? dcjsertial streets of the Son of Alan. Comparing this church witli any of tho 
queen of cities. We only met a ft!W Bedouins, mounted same epoch, wc find it superior in every respeet. Saint 
f)n Aral) mares, whosci feet slid or plunged into the Sophia, much more colossal, is also much more barbaric 
holes with wliicdi the pavement is well supplied. These in its form ; it is Init a mountain of stones, Hanked by 
men have not the noble and cliivalric air of the Arab hills of stones. Saint Sc)nilclire, on tlio contrary, is 
schoiks of Syria and Lebanon; they have, on the con- an ,'iiry and chiselled cup'ilt in which the arlLstie and 
trary,. the feroelous countenance, the vulture-eye, and graceful workmansliip of tb doors, wiiulows, capitals, 
the costuiiK' of brigands. and cornices, :ives to the muss tbt* inestimabic value of 

We were stopiied in our progress, through streets skilful labour^ u which the stone has been carved to 
similar to each other in all particulars, from time to 1 rendered worthy of making part of a monument, 
time, by the iiiterpretor of tlie Latin convent, who, devated to tho grandest of human ideas ; in which tho 
showing us a 'rurkish Iiouse in ruins, an old gate of very belief that has reared it, is written in tlie detail 
worni-eatou wood, or the ri'inaiiis of a Moox'ish window, as well as in the i>ntir(?ty of the edi(ico. It is trn* , that 
said to us, “ There is tho house of Vt'roniea — there the the church of the Holy Sepulchn* i.s not sneh, at the 
gate of Iho Waiidoring Jew — there the window of the presmit day, a.s Saint Helena, mother of Constantiiie, 
Bva lor;” words whieh only excited in us a painful constructed it ; tin* kings of .Jerusalem retouched ami 
inquvssion, belied as they were by the evidently embellished it w ith i ho ornaments of that architecture, 
modern appearance, and hv the [)alpablc improbahUity lialf wi'stern, halt Aloorish, tho taste and models for 
of such arhitrary d<Mmmst cations — pious frauds, of wdiich they hud jneked up in tlie Last. But such as it 
wliieh no one is guilty, heeauselln'V date from a remote now is, on its exterior, with its P.y/.anllmi Inaly, ;uifl 
period, and tluy liava* heeii r<'peuti.'d pi*rhaps for agi's Greek, Gothic, and Arabic, ih'corations, with its very 
to the pilgrims, whos(' ignorant credulity hud iirst rents, the marks of time ami hai'barisin, remaining on 
oi’Igiiiatt‘d them. W»; were shown, at la.<t, tlie rof»f of its fa<;ade, it presents no repugnant contrast to tho 
tin- Latin eonv<'iit, but we could not enter. The monks thonglits we bear to it, or to tlu* thonglits wliicli it 
keep <jiiarantiiM‘ ; the monastery i.s closed in times expresses; we do not expci'ienee, on beholding it, that 
of plague. A small house, whieh depends on it, alone tlistre.ssiug impression of a grand conception ill exe- 
remain.s o[»en foi* s;raiigor.‘.s tinder tho direction of tlie cuted, of a sublime, n'Colleetion ]U-ofaned by the hands 
monk, who is ]»rlest, or vector, of Jerusalem; it pos- of men; on the eonlraiy, we exclaim involuntarily, 
fiosses hut one or twa* rot.ms, whieh arc octnipied; and This is what 1 t'Xix eted ! Alan has dem.- all he could, 
wi'pn.ss on. A\'e ai'o led into a small square eouii.. The inonument is not worthy <d' the tomb, but it. is 
surroumled on all sid. s Ity high arcades .suriuounttMl by worthy of the mortal race, anxious to do honour to tho 

terraces it is tlie court of a convent. Tlio monks come gr(*at j. pulclire.'’ W'e enter tin* arched and sombro 

out upon the terraces, and converse a fi*w moments vestibule of the nave with tills solemn feeling, 
with ns in Spanish and Italian, Ashuie of tluuu speak Gn entering the vestibule, which opens ilircclly on 
hhameh ; those whom we see arc almost all aged men, the court, was p«‘rceive, to tin' left, in the hollow* of a 
witli a mild, vmu'rabli', and eonteided a.spcct. Tin y wide deep nlcln', the dL an wliieli tin' Turks have there 

Cornells Avitli gaiety and cordiality, and apj'enr greatly established: they arc (lie guardians of the Holy Se- 
to regret that the prevalent calamity interdicts all com- juilehre, and tiny alone liavo the rlglit of opening and 
mnnieatiori witli guests, exposed as* wi^ are to lalu; and shutting it. AVlimi 1 passed, live or six venerable Turks, 
impart the l)l;igue. We give thi ia news from Eunq»c, with long whlti' beards, were sitting cross-legged on this 
and tiny oifer iis all tln^ comforts that tlu' country divan, c<»Vi‘red witli rich Aleppo carpels ; coffee-cups 
affords. A butcher kills sheep for us in the court, and j)ipe.s were iK shle tliem on the carpets ; they saluted 
’riuy low'cr us fresh bread by a cord i’lom t* • b rrace. us with digiiity^nid grace, and gave orders to one of 
We ri'ceive from them, by the saiin' means, a .store of the watelu'r.s to accompany ua into all parts of tho 
crosses, chaplets, .and oilier pioii.s curiosities, of which church. 1 saw* nothing in their countenances, their 
they always keep abundant supplies. Wo hm «1 them, words, or their gestures, of that irreverence with which 
in exchange, some alms, and letters witli W'liieh their they are accnseil. Tlioy do not enter the church, they 
friends in Cyprus and Syria had charged us for them, ri'iiiaiii at the door; they speak to the Christians with 
Every object that passi^s from us to them is first sub- the gravity and respect which the place and the object 
jectod to a rigorous fumigation, then plunged info a of the visit rcipilre. Possessors, by right of conquest, 
pitcher of cohl water, and at last hoisted to ithu top of of th sacred monument of tlie (diristiaii£i| they do not 
tho terrace in a brass basin, suspended by .a string, destroy it, they cast not its ashes to the winds ; they 
These poor monks appear mOre terrified thin wo at 1 prt'serve it; they maintain order, regularity, and a silent 
the danger which surrounds them, Thcy'^ hav« so often | reverence in it, which tho Christian communions, who 
had experience that a slight neglect in the observati ',n ' dispute amongst themselves, are very far from guarding, 
of the sanatory rules carries off in a lew hours a.. . They watch, in order that the relic, common to all tliat 
itire convent, that they adhere to them with .scriipu- I bears the name of Christian, may be preserved for all. 
Ions fidelity. 'J’hey arc unable to comprehend how* we ^ in order that each communion may enjoy, in its turn, 
should throw ourselves voluntarily, and with gay hearts, ! the opportunity of ivorship at tlu; Holy Tomb. With- 
into this ocean of contagion, a single spray from whicu out the Turks,! his toml), which is claimed by the Greeks, 
turns them pale. I'lie priest of Jerusalem, on the con- j the Catholics, ami tlu; innumerable ramifieations of tho 
trary, forced by his duty to partake tho risks of hk pa- . Christian idea, wouhl liave been a himdreil times aa 
rishioners, wishes to pex’suudc us Ihatilierc is nv plague, i object of contest amongst these rival .iiul bitter creeds, 
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would have passed in exclusive possession from the one 
to the other, and would, without question, have hccn in- 
terdicted to the enemies of the triumphant communion. 
X see nothing in this to accuse and malign the Turks. 
The pretended brutal intolerance of which the ignorant 
accuse them, is only manifested in forbearance and re- 
spect for what other men venerate and adore. Where- 
ever the Mussulman perceives the idea of God in the 
mind of liis fellow-creature, he bows and respects. lie 
helieves that the idea sanctifies the form. They are the 
only tolerant people. Let Christians interrogate and 
aslc themselves, in good faith, what they would have 
done if the destinies of war ha«l delivered to them Mecca 
and the Kaiiba? Would they have allowed the Turks 
to come from all ))arts of Asia and Kurope to venerate 
ill j’leaco the monuments preserved of Islamism? 

At the bottom of the vestibule we found ourselves 
imtlcr the largii cupola of the church. The centre of 
this cupola, which the local traditions assort is the 
centre of the world, is occupied by a small monuimmt, 
as one precious stone is enchased in another. Tliis 
interior monument is an oblong square, adorned with 
pillars, u corillce, and cupola, of marble, the whohi in 
bad taste, and of a laboured fantastic design, ft was 
reconstructed in 1817, by a European architect, at the 
expense of the Greek Church, which now possesses it. 
All around this interior erection, the great <*xtornal 
cupola extends without obstruction. We make the 
circuit freely, and find between the pillars largo and 
deep clijiiicls, which arc each consecratcnl to one of the 
mysteries of Christ’s jiassion. They all contain some 
real or sufiposititioiis evidences of the scenes of the 
Xledemptioii. The part of the Church of the Holy 
Ecpulchre, which is not nuderthe cupola, is exclusively 
reserved to the sect of (ir»H'ks ; a separation of painted 
wood, covered with the pictnr(?s of the Greek w’orship, 
divides one nave from the oth(*r.* Notwithstanding the 
absurd profusion of bad paintings, and of all sorts of 
ornaments with which the walls and the altar are sur- 
cliarged, the whole has a solemn ami religious ellect ; 
wc feel that adoration in various forms has posscsse<l 
this sanctuary, and accumvilated all that superstitious 
but. ferv<mt generations have belit’ved most pre(*ious 
before God. A staircase cut in the rock leads to the 
lop of Calvary, where the three crosses were planted. 
Thus Calvary, the Sepulchre, and several other sites of 
the action of tlie Kedemptioii, are found gathered under 
the ro<jf (if a single edilicjo of moderate extent. This 
appears little conformable to the recitals of the Evaii- 
gelisls, and we are very far from expecting to find the 
l<imb of .loseph of Arimathca cut in the rock beyond 
the walls of Sion, fifty paces from Calvary, the place of 
exivutioii.s, and crontained w'ithin the enclosure of mod(?rn 
walls ; hut such .ire the tr.aditions, and tlu^y have.* j)re- 
vai!t d/j* The mind docs not contest, on such a scene, a 
few paces of difference between historical probabilities 
and traditions, nor wdudher it w'cre hero or there, since 
it is ccrtaiuly not far from the positions pointc^d out. 

'■* [On tbft 12th of March Ifloa, a groat portion of the pilifico wan 
dcHtroyeil by hre, whudi consumed the Armtnian chaitel, the 
cell?} of the Traneiseans, the chapel of the Virgin, and the great 
dome. It likewise destroyed many of th(j lino inarbUi columns 
and mosaic works of its fumidt;r, St nelena. The sopnlchro itself 
was not injured. The present building was e<jnimenced imme* 
diutcly afterwards, aTid in Kti)teuiDor 18JU. It hapi»pnod 

that, at the time of the conflagratieju, the f inds of tho Terra 
Santa [Roman Catbolie, minsionnviesj were very low, itnd that at 
this c*p<jch the attention of the (.'-hurch of Rome was# otherwise 
engaged, and IfK; devotional fervour of Cl'.i istiaiin in Kurope {ac- 
cording to ' report of the monks) somewhat relaxed. Tho 
txinseqiicncc was, that the (J reeks, backed by their co-religionists, 
tho Russians, having olTenx’ to «lefray the cxpcnK-s of rec.-Jn- 
etructlon. were put iu poswissiun of what was cstoenicd the mo -t 
valuable portions of tho ciUficr, ~~ h'ob/fison's TraccU in PuIcmUhc 
and Syrin."\ 

t [The first founders of the chiirr li, in oreb r to reduce the rocky 
IncqualitieB of Calvary to a plain area, were obliged to cut away 
Bcveral parts of tho rock, and to elevate otiu rs, taking care that 
none of thdJte parts of the hill which wx re reekonett to he more 
..Immediately ccmcemcd in our I.ord’s passion, should be altered 
w. <Rm|lnfah ed.<^77(C same auUwrittf.] 


After a moment of profound and client meditation in 
each of these sacred places, induced by the recollection 
which it individually recalled, we desceuded again to 
the enclosure of the church, and wo entered the inte- 
rior monument, which serves as a stone curtain or 
covering to tlio sepulchre itself. It is divided into two 
small sanctuaries. In the fir.st is shown the stone on 
which the angels were seated wdicn they answ'ered th<; 
holy w'onion : “ Ho is not there ; he lias risen.” 
second and last sanctuary contains the s<"pulchrc*, y(d. 
covered with a sort of sarcophagus of white? niarbh', 
which surrounds and entirely conceals from the (‘ye the 
substance of the primitive rock, out of which tlur tomb 
was hollowed. Gold and silver lamps, kc?pt perpetually 
burning, light this chapel, and frankincense? is burned 
night and day. The air is warm and scented. Wo 
entered it one by one, scparait?ly, without permitting 
any of the s(?rvants of the temple to follow us. We 
w'ere separated by a curtain of crimson silk from the 
first sanctuary. We were unw’illing that observation 
should interrupt the solemnity of tin? place, or the 
intensity of tlie impressions which it might inspire in 
each, according to his tone of mind and according tothc! 
measure and natniv of his belic'f in tlu? great (‘V(?ut 
which this tomb recalls ; each of us remained in it a 
(Iinarter of an hour, and no one came out wifli «lry ry(‘s. 

Whatsoever was the form which int(‘rnal m(‘dilatii)n, 
tlie perusal of liistory, the effects of time, tin? (diaiigt'S 
in tho human lu'art and mind, might have given to tlu* 
religious sentiment within him ; whotln‘r In* had pn;- 
sorvt'd the very Itdter of Ghristianity, tho teaching of 
liis mother ; wlndher hi? possessed but a jiliilosophic 
Cliristiaiiity, according to its spirit; whether (!hrist 
were to him a eruciiied God ; wlietln r he saw in Him 
only the most holy of men apotheothised for his virtue, 
inspired by supremo truth, and dying to testify to His 
father; whether »lesus were in liis eyes tin* Sen of God, 
ortho Son of Man ; divinity madi' man, or humanity 
made divine — Ghrisllanity is still always the religion of 
hisrem(*inbranc(‘s, his heart, and his imagination; and let 
it h(* (.!ver so evaporated in the whirlwind of the* :ig(? and 
of life, so that tlie. mind which has onct* huhih(;d it pre- 
serves hut the first impression, tin* visibh* a)»pearanco 
of the places and monuments of his original erec'd must 
renew in him all such fivlings, and make liim shudder 
with sol(*iini awe. For tlm Christia,n or tin? ])hilosoph(.?r, 
for tin? moralist or tin* historian, this sopulclin* is the 
boundary wliieli separat«*s two world.s, the an(‘ient and 
the modern ; it is ihe dejiarting j>oint of an iil(*a w hich 
lia.s revived the world, of a civilisation wliich has 
changed all things, of a word which has echoed through- 
out the globe. 'I bis sepulchre is tin? tomb of the old 
world, and lluj cradle of tin? lurw*. T 'port no rock hen; 
below* has so vast a suporstructun? been founded ; no 
tomb lm.s 1 till so fruitful ; no doctriiu! buried tlin'c days, 
or throe ages, lias shiv(;red iu so triinnjdiaiit a manner 
the stone tliat man had I’olled upon it, and given the lie 
to death by so n.sto. aiding and etiTiial a resurr(*i;tioii ! 

I ent.(ired in my turn, and tin; last, into the Holy 
j Sepulchre, my mind besieged by thetse overwhelming 
ideas, iny heart moved by such inward emotions as nt- 
main mysteries betw'een man and his soul, between tin; 
r<*Hect..ig insect and tliii Cn'ator. 'riiese emotions can- 
not be wTitten down ; they exhale amidst the sinok(i of 
the oon.s(*erated lamps, anii«l.st tlui perfiinio of tlie crui- 
sers, amidst the vague murmur of .sighs ; they fall with 
tho tc-ars which start to tho eyes at the recolh?elion of 
tlie first names we have lisjied in our infancy, of the 
fitiher and the mother wlio taught us them, of tin; 
brothers, the sisters, and the friends, Avilh whom w(; 
hummed th('in. All the jnou.s tiiouglits wJiicli Jiavr? 
stirrt I iho soul in all the epochs of life, ail the prayers 
which }kiv(; sprung from the heart and the lips, iu the. 
name of him who teaches ns to pray to his father and 
oiirs r all tlie joys and afflictions of which thesr; prayers 
were the e s prr^ssiou, re-awaken iu the receptacles of tlu; 
heart, and product , by their vibration and tiimultuous- 
nesM, that overpowering of the intellect, and that melt- 
ing of the heart, which find no words, but arc resolved 
into moistened eyes, a lioaving chest, a forehead lowly 
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bent, ami a month which Bilently presses the sepulchral Same After having gone through the different 

stone. I remained tliua a long time, praying to Heaven, quarters of the city, all equally dismantled with those 
to the Father, in tlui very place whore tlio most divine by which we had entered, wc descended in the direction 
of prayers first mounted to lleaveii ; praying for niy of the famous mosque which holds the place of Solo- 
father Jiere below, for my mother in another world, for mon’s Temple. The governor of Jerusalem has his 
all tliose who are, or who are not, with whom the in- seraglio in a building adjoining the gardens and walls 
visible link has never been broken. The communion of the mosque. We went to make him our visit of 
of love never dies ; the names of all the beings whom I thank.s. The court of the seraglio was surrounded by 
have known, loved, by whom I liave been loved, passed gr.atod dungeons, in which we perceived some robbers of 
fi’om my lips in the prayer at the Holy Sejuilchre. Last Jericho and Samaria, who were awaiting their deliver- 
of all, I prayed for myself ; my prayer was ardent and ance, or the sword of the Pacha. Troojiers, seated at 
vigorous. 1 asked for truth and courage, before the the feet of their horses, scheiks of the desert, and Ambs 
tomb of lilm who hrouglit the gr<^n,test truth into the from Naplous, were grouped, here and tlusre, upon the 
Avorld, and died with tlu3 most jjerfect devoteduess to steps, or under the corridors, waiting the hour of au- 
that tiMith of w hich God had constituted him the Word ; dience. The governor having Ic.arnt our arrival, sent 
1 will forever rcnueiuber the words which I murmured to us his son, with a request to enter. This young man, 
in that critical moment of my moral life. Perhaps 1 about thirty years of age, was the most handsome of tlio 
was favourably Inward : a powerful ray of reason and Arabs, and perhaps of men, whom I have scon in tho 
conviction foil upon my mind, and separated more dis- course of my life. Vigour, gracefulness, intelligence, 
tiiictly the light from the darkness, error from truth, and mildness, were mingled with such harmony in his 
'J’here are moments of life when the thoughts of men, features, and W'ere expressed in his blue eye with such 
long vague and doubtful, unsettled as the waves, at attractm; evidence, that we stood quite .'imazod at his 
length reach a point at which they are stayed, and appearance. He was of Samaria. The governor of 
returned upon themselves ill new' conformations, and in Jerusalem, his father, is tho most powerful of the 
a (lireetiou contrary to that which has impelled them Naplous Arabs. Persecuted by Abdallah, Pacha of 
there. This was for me oiio of thos(3 moments: lie Acre, and often .at war with liim, during the dominion 
who dives into liearts and thoiiglits knows it, and I of the Turks he had been forced to fly witli liis family 
myself will comprehmid it; om3 day. U was a iiiy.stery to the mountains beyond tho Dead Sea: tho victory of 
in my liii; which will be revealed liereafter. Ibrahim Pacha over Abdallah bad restored liim to his 

Sumo dale. — On leaving the church of the Holy country. He had recovered his riches and influence, 
Sepulchre, w e follow the Mournful Way, of which M. ho had chased liis enemies from the land ; ami the Pacha 
<lc (diateaubriand has given so poetical an itinerary, of Egypt, to supply the deficiency of Egyptian tr()oj>s in 
Ni)thing imposing, nothing proved, nothing ])robable ; Judea, had intrusted to him the government of Jeru- 
ruins of modern eonstruct ioii pointed out by the monks | salera and Samaria. Ho had no tether troops but some 
tti pilgrims, as the undoiilttod vestiges of tin? diftereut hundreds of horsemen, of liis own tribe, by whose aid 
stations of Christ. Tlie eye cannot <'ntertaiu even a he maintained tivanquillity, and tlic sway of Ibrahim, 
doubt, and all eontideiiee in those local traditions is over all tho surrounding population. 

])n‘liminarily destroyed liy the history of tin? lirst y<*ars Wo entered tho divan, a large saloon w itlioiit any 
of Chi’istianity, in whieh Jerusalem did not pre.sorvo ornament but a few carpets upon mats, witli pipes and 
om* stone upon aiiotlier, and in which the Christians coflee cups on the ground. The governor, surrounded 
wen* afterwards ha nished from the city for many years, by a gr(‘at number of slaves, by armed Arabs, and by 
Jt'rusah in, w ith tin? exception of its po«.ds and the tomlis some secretaries on their knees, writing on tlieir hands, 
of the kings, iloes not <*oiitain a single monument of any was engaged in administi'niig justice?, and dispatching 
of those gn at evt'iits ; some sites ar<?, of course, asecr- orders, lie arose at our approach, and c.ame towanis 
tai liable, such as tlie ]iosltioii of tbe temple, marked liy us. He caused the carpets of tho divan to bo removed, 
its ti'Vi'aees, and bearing, at pres('nt, tbe immense and as they are suBC(‘]>tiblo of iiiijiarting infection, and 
iK'antiiiil iin)S(|iio of < )niar-el-S:ikara, the Mount of Egyptian mats, which do not coiinnunicate it, were 
Sion oeciqued hy tlu? Armeniaii convent, and the Tomb substitutr.l. Wc seated ourselves, and pipes and coffee 
of David. Jhit it is only with history in tho hand, and were presented to us. ^My dragoman made tho governor 
w ith a critical eye, that the greater part of tho sites the u.sual cumpliinents ; and 1 thanked him inyfself, for 
(?aii he :iscertained with sure precision. Except the all the p'.iins he was good enongli to take in order that 
terraircMl walls* over the valley of Jehoshaphat, not a strangers likt? ourselves might visit, without danger, 
stoin? gives (?vIdeiieo of its era by its form or colour; tiie places consecrated by their religion. He answ’ercd 
tlie w hole' is reduced to powder, or modern, 'fhe mind me, with a smil(\ that he only ]>erform<'d his duty ; that 
wanders in uiieertainty over tho city, without knowing the friends of Ibrahim were his friends; tJiat lie w’as 
w In-re to setth* ; but the city t:iken ultogother, marked an.swerable for every hair in their heads ; that he was 
by the cireumstri-ihed hill wdiicli hear.s it, by the dif- rt*a<ly not only to do for me what he bad already done, 
I'erent valleys whieh encircle it, and especially by the but also to march himself, if 1 wished it, with his troops, 
dei'p vale of the Eedroii, isamonumentastow liieli the and accoinjiany |ne wherever niy curiosity or luy reli- 
ey<3 cannot be deceived. It is surely there that Sion gioii inspired me with tho desire of going, within tho 
was placed: a strange :ind unfortuiuite situation for the limits of his government ; that such was tho order of 
capital of a great people ! — it is rather the fortress of a tho pacha. .Iit3 afterwards iiupiired from us news of 
small tribe, ch.ased from the earth, and taking refuge tho w'ar, and as to the interest that tho powers of 
with its (iodaiul its temple upon a .soil which none was Europe took in the fortune of Ibrahim. 1 answered 
interested to dispute with it, upon rocks which no roads him, m a manner t(» satisfy his secret inclinations — 
could render accessible, in waterless valleys, in a rude “tliat Europe admired in Ibrahim T’acha a conquering 
and unfruitful climate, having for liorizon nothing but civiliser ; that on this account it took an interi'St in bis 
niount:iins calcined by the internal lire of volcanoes, tbe victories ; that it w’as time that tho E.ast l?liuuld parti- 
inonntaiiis of Arabia and Jericho, and a tainted sea, cipate in the benetits of a better administration ; that tlio 
without shore and without navigation, tho Dead Sea Dacha of Egypt was tiu armed missionary of Europ<';ni 
Such Judea, such tho homo of tliat people whose des- civilisation in Arabia ; that his bravery and tin? laC' 
tiny lias been to be proscribed at every <3pocU of theu* tics he had learnt from us, insured him a certain Victory 
history, and from whom tlie nations liave w'rested cvt?n over the Grand Vizier, who was advancing against him 
thiscapitalof their proscriptions, perched like an eaglti's into Ckiramania. ; that, according to all a)>pearanee, ho 
ui-st on tho top of this group of momitaiiis ; and yet this w’ould gain a great victory, and march upon Constan- 
peopU? carried with them the grand idea of the unity ♦■nople ; that ho would not enter it, liecause the Kuro- 
t>f God, and tho truth of this elementary conception peans would not yet permit him, but that he would 
sufficed to separate them from other nations, and to make peace wdth their mediation, and retain Avabi.a 
r(‘iuler them proud of their persecutions, and resolute and Syria in ])ermauent soveri'ignty.” 1’liis prophecy 
in their saving doctrines. touched the heart of the old rebel oi' Naplous j hislnoka 
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drank up my words ; and his son and friends stretched 
their heads over mine, so as not to lose a syllable of 
the conversation, which was to them an augury of a 
long and peaceable possession of rule over Samaria. 
When I saw the governor in so liapi)y a humour, I 
Bigniticd to him my desire, not to enter the Mosque of 
Omar, as I knew that such a proceeding was opposed 
to the manners of the country, but to coutcmplate the 
exterior. 

“ If you require it,” answered he, *^all shall bo opened 
to you, but I should run the risk of deeply enraging the 
Mahomedaus of the city. ^J’iiey are still ignorant ; they 
believe that tho presence of a Christian within the cir- 
cuit of the mosque would cause them to incur great 
dangers, for a prophecy has declared that every thin 
that a Christian shall ask of God in tho interior of El- 
Sakara, ho will obtain; and tlicy do not doubt that a 
Christian 'would pray from God the ruin of the religion 
of the pro])hct, and the extermination of tlie Moslems. 
Eor myself, 1 believe it not ; all men are brothers, 
sin (!0 they adore, each in his own tongue, the common 
father ; lie docs not give to sonu? at the expense of 
others ; he makes the sun shine on tlio worshippers of 
all prophets; men know nothing, but God knows all; 
Allah kcrimP^ (God is great !) and be bowed bis head, 
smiling. 

‘‘ God preserve me,” said E to him, from abusing 
your liospitality, and exp()siMg you to danger in order 
to satisfy a trav(di<*r’s vain curiosity ! If I were in the 
mosque of El-.Sakara, I would pray not for the exter- 
mination of any people, but for tlui enlightening and 
the happiness of all tho cluhlreii of Allah.” 

At these words v . arose ; ho conducted us through 
a corridor to a wiiaiow of his seraglio, wlileli opened 
upoji the exterior eoui-is of the nios(jU(‘. AVe could not 
so well seize Die whole of the building fruiii this position 
as may be done from the top of the Mount of Olives ; 
we saw only the walls of the cupola, some JMoorish 
porticoes of the most eh'gaiil arehiieeture, and the tops 
of tile cyjiressi.'S w liieh grow in the interior gardens. 1 
took leave of tlie goveTiior, iuldrinliig himtliat my pro- 
ject was to pass e-iglit or ten <lays ('ncainpc.d in tlie 
environs of tlie city, and to dejiart to-morrow on an 
excursion to the JJearl .Sea, to iho Jordan, to Jericho, 
and ev en to tlie foot of the niottnlaius of Arabia •Petr;.ea ; 
that I should return sin’eral tinu's into tlie interior of 
Jerusalem ; and that 1 had nothing to ask from him 
but a sufficient number of lierseineii to guarantee our 
snfi.-ty in the ditiereiit excursions tliat wo proposed to 
make in Judt'a. We went out of tho city by the Ilcth- 
hdiem gat(’, near vvhicli our tents were fixed, and in 
the evening we visltc<l all the remarkable or eonsocrafed 
spots around Djc city w'alls. 

Samn date. — 'I'lic evening w’as passed in going over 
the slopes which extend to the south of Jerusahm, 
between the tomb of David and tlie valley 'if Jebusha- 
pliat. 'flieso slojies are the only pari outbids the city 
which has any ajipearanee of a trilling vegetal ion. At 
sunset I seated iiiNbelf in front of the ^loimt of < >ii\« s, 
lour or five hundred feet above the fount of .Sileam, 
nOft^ whenr were the gardoii.s of David. Jehoshaphat , 
was at my fe(;t ; tin.* liigh terraces of tho toniplo were 
a litth) abov<‘ me o.i the hrft; I saw tho beautiful 
cypresses wbleu r;il>,e ihuir p . i-iinidal beads above the 
porticoes of Dkj mosquo- El-Aksa, and the doinedikc 
orange trees wbicli overshadow tiie feuritaiu of Die 
terapie called Die Orange Eounta u This Ibunkdii 
recaJl- d to my memoL-y one of Dio most doiightful 
oriental trad, dons, invented, transiiiitt:.-d, or jn'osi . ved 
by tho Aj-abs. It is thus tliey recount that Solomon 

close tho site <A' tlie ti.mpie : 

Jerusalem was pleughod field ; two brotlim's pos- 
fiossod that ; rl of tli..* ground wlien? tlie temple is now' 
erected. One of lUes.: bi otin . s wns married and had 
Kovoral children, tlu;«)tlier lived alt.i'K?; Dioy (Miltivatcu 
in common the field which tlu'y had iniionted from their 
inotiicry^ Tlie time of the liarvest lieinur crome, Uk* two 
brothi^lRind their sheaves, and ])lac(5tjiein in two (.qiuil 
Micap^5p|fch they leavi' on t!ie field. During the night, 

who wua unmiirried said to himself, ‘ My 


brother has a wife and children to succour ; it is not 
just that my portion should bo as great as his ; I will 
take from my heap some sheaves, and add them to his ; 
he will not perceive it, and will not thus bo able to 
refuse.* And he did as he had determined. The same 
night the other brother awoke, and said to his wife, 
‘ My brother is young, and lives alone corapanionless ; 
he has no person to assist him in hi.s labour, or console 
him in liis fatigue ; it is not just that wc should take 
from the common field as many sheaves as ho ; let us 
rise and carry secretly to his heap a certain number of 
sheaves ; ho will not take notice of them to-morrow, and 
therefore cannot rt'fuse to take them.’ And they did 
as they luid determined. In the morning each of the 
brotliei-s went to tlie field, and was much surprised to 
see that the two heaps wore still equal ; neither of them 
could inwardly give account of this prodigy. They did 
the same tiling for several nights in succession ; but as 
each of them bore to bi.s brother’s heap tho same num- 
ber of sbeave.s, the lieaps always remaini.'d equal, until 
one night both placed themselves on w'atcli to ascertain 
tlie cause of tho miracle, and met each other carrying 
the shcave.s dtistined for tho other. 

Now, the place w here so good a tliought had entered 
the heads of two men at one time*, and had been ho 
perseveriugly pursued, must bo a place agrei^abKi to 
God, and men bh'ssed it, and cliosc it to build thereupon 
tlie bouse of God.” 

AV'^liat a eharnuiig traiUtion ! IIow' it breathes the 
simple goodne,-,rt of jiatriarchal manners ! How ancient 
and natural is the inspiration which falls on nnui to 
consecrate to God a place in wliieh virtue lias germi- 
nated on Die earth ! I have heard amongst tho Arabs 
Inaidreds of legends of this natun.*, 'I’lie ahnospherc 
of the Bible is breathed in all jiaris of the East. 

'.rile aspect of tlie valley of tlehosliaphat is conforni- 
:iblo to Dn: <!< sDiiation which Cliristian idras assign it. 
It is like a vast sepulchre, too narrow, however, I'or tho 
imiliitudes of the Inimaii race that are tlu.To to bo 
'athcre<l. Surmounted on all .‘•ides by mournful nionu- 
nont.s ; entoinl.»cd at its .soutli<u’u extremity in tin.' rook 
of .Siloa,a11 pioreed by sepnlebral eaves like a witlnu’ed 
iionoy-eoinl) ; having, fur its dismal terminations, tlio 
tomb.s of Jehoshai»hat and of Alisaloin, cut like jiyra- 
mids in Dm living rock, and oversha<luw’ed, on one side, 
by the black ridg< s of Ili<* I\Iouiit of Ofieiiei'S, i.m Dio 
tlier, by the walls of the demolishe'd ti'iiij)!.' ; it was a 
place nuturaily exciting a Imly terror, and destined, at 
HU early date, to }i(re(.»m(? tho place of c.xoeutimi fin* a 
large city, and in wliicli the imagination of tho propluds 
might jilace, without elibi’t, tho scmies of di'.'iDi, resur- 
reerion, and judgment. Wo figuro to* ourselves tho 
valley of .lehoshaphat as a vast hollow in tlie mountains 
through vvlneh tho Kodron, a. largo and black torrent 
with mournful waters, ilows in a ilisrnal murmur ; in 
vvliicli vvi«U‘ gorges, open to the four winds, expand to 
givti entrance to the four torrents of the d(\id, pouring 
from tho east, the west, tho north, and tho south ; with 
enori ioiis slopes Btrctcliiiig, as in an umphitlu'atro, to 
give space to th.; innurncrablo eliildnui of Adam coming 
t') assist, each for liiniself, in the final catastrophe of 
til j grand drama of humanity ; — nothing of all this 1 Tho 
valley of Jehoshaphat is only a natural moat liollovvi^d 
between two liills, a few liundrod feet bigli, one of w'hich 
bears Jerusalem, and the other the peak of the Mount 
of Olives; tlio ramparts of Jerusalem irrurnbling down 
have filled Up Die greater jiart of it ; there is no gorge 
at its termination ; the Kedron, wliich isHiics from tho 
ground some jiaees above the valley, i.s but a torrent 
formed in winter by the dripping of tho rains from 
•lome olive tiehls below the tombs of tho kingH, and is 
crosse<l |jy a bridge in the middle of the valh'y oppo- 
sit!' one of the gates of Jerusalem; it is a few pswes 
across, and. ihi; valley at that spot is not wider tliaii its 
» 1 . Thi.s waterless brook &iirix>ly niark.s out a steep 
bod of white shells, at the bottom of the ravine. In a 
wortl, the valley of Jehoshaphat is j)(?rieetly Kiniilar to 
a moat, cut at the foot of the lofty fortifications of a 
largo town, into which the .sower of tlie ttivvn disgorge^ 
during winter, its xmtrifactions, on which a few poor 
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people of the suburbs dispute for a speck of earth to ; 
plant cabbages, and where the goats and asses witliout 
owners go to browse, on its steep sides, the grass 
pois^)ned by filth and dust. Sprinkle this ground with 
tombs belonging to all the creeds on earth, and you will 
have before your eyes the \rale of Judgment. 

^Samc date. — Behold the fountain of Siloam, the only 
spring in the valley, the source of inspiration to king.s 
and prophets ! I. do not know how so many travellers 
have liad difficulty in discovering it, and continue to 
dispute amongst tiiemselves us to the site it occupies. 

It is there, quite full of limpid and plr-asrmt water, 
freshening the lu'ated and dusty air of the valley with 
its watery exhalation, having twenty stejis ent in the 
reek, on whoso summit stood tlui Palace of David. 
Tliese steps, worn by the tread of women coming from 
the village of Siloa to fill their pitchers, ar(3 slippery 
as marble. I went down them, and seated inystdf for 
a moment on th(5 moist Hags ; I listened to the gentle 
dripping of the spring, J washed my hands and face in 
its watin's, and 1 n.^peated the verses of Milton, to in- 
voke, ill my turn, his inspirations so long ago silenced. 

1 1 is the only place in tile environs of Jcrnsalein where 
the iravelli r can moisten his finger, quench his thii'st, 
and rest his head under the shndow of the cool rock, 
and of two ov thrive tufts of verdure. Some small gar- 
dens, plantiid witli ]iomcgranates and other small trees 
by the Arabs of Siloa, form around the fountain 
thickets of pale vm-dure. It nourisln s tliem with its 
siiperthioiis wa.ters. 'J’he valley of Jehoshaphat finishes 
there. Ihyond, a small plain with a gentle slope draws 
the eye into the wide and deep gorges of the volcanic 
mountains of Jericho and Saint-Saba, and the Dead 
JSea eJose.s tlio pro.-poet. 

Jitnkh\s of the Jordan hryojid the plain of Jerudio. somt. 
Irapnes from the falling of the river into the J>r<id Sea 
— Vestenlay, tlie fiOtli October, wo Ji'ft Jerusalem ai 
S(;ven in tlio morning, with the whole caravan : to wit 
six soldiers of 1 braliim Pacha, the m.'phewv of Abongosl 
.'Mid four of his horsemen, and eight mounted A rales o 
JSiqilous, sent ])y tlio govei'uor of ,jenisah-m. VV^e innih 
tlie circuit of the town, deseondeil To tlio bottom of tin 
vale of Jehoshaphat, nnamted again as y\c went along 
the Mount of ifiives, leaving on our right the liili o 
()irc?i<a*fi, and truN'ersed, at its southern extremity, tin 
mountainous chain whicli cotitirme.s tlnd. of tlie Alouii 
of Olives. \Vq arrivj.'d at the V'illago of Bethany, yci 
peopled by some Arali familli-s, and avo distiuguishei 
there the remains of a Christian monument. Tiler 
was a good spring. An Arab drew water for an lion 
to satisfy the horses, and to fill the jars luing fnmi tlr 
saddles of our^uiiles. There vvas no morij water as fa 
as Jericho, ten or twelve hours' march. We left l e 
tliany at four in the afti vnoon. We had a descent of 
two hours by a wide road, with artificial slopes, cut in 
the in’ocipitous sides of mountains siieeeediiig each 
other wnthoCit interruption. This is the only trace of a 
road whicli 1 liuve seen in the Jiasl. It w a.s the route 
to Jericho, and the fertile fields watered by the Jordan. 
It led to tiic poR^sert.sions of thi; trilies of Israel, who had 
amongst them tJie wliole conrso Oa that river, and tlie 
plain of Tiberias, ns far as the environs of Tyre, and 
the foot of Lebanon. It conducted into Araoia.. ideso- 
potamia, and througli them into PcTOia and India, 
countries with which Solomon h.'.d established his great 
commercial relations. It was he, doubtless, who made 
this road. It was likewise by tliis route that tlm 
Jewish peoj)lo passed at first when they descended from 
Arabia Pidnea, passed the Jordan, and came to tnko 
possession of their heritage. After deparl iug from Be- 
thany, we met neither houses nor cidtivatiou ; lue 
mountains are completely l.;are of vegetation ; imthing 
but rock, or the dust of ruck ; a blackish ashy colour 
prevails, like a wiinling-sheet for the dead, over tiie 
whole of this lainl. From lime to time tho niountaiu.s 
aro broken, and split into narrow and deep gorges — 
abysses to whicli no patJi conducts, in whiidi the eye 
can distinguish nothing buttbo incessant repetition of tlio 
Ranie scenes that surround it. Almost} all those inoiiii- 
taius have a velcaiue appoarauce ; the stones, rolled 


111 their sides or on tho roa<J, by tho winter raiiia, re- 
temble blocks of lava hardened and cracked by cen- 
.urie.s. Occasionally in the distance, we see on some 
hill tops, that slight yellowish and sulphureous tint 
which wo perceive on Vesuvius and yKtna. It is im- 
possible to hold out long against the dismal and horrible 
impression that this landscape produces. It oppresses 
lie heart and aftiicts the eyes. When on the summit 
)f one of tiicso mountains, and the horizon opens for 
in instant to the vision, as far as tlio eye can reach wo 
sec only the black chains, tho conical or broken peaks, 
[liled one above the other, and standing out of the raw- 
i>luo of heaven ; a boundless labyrinth of avenues, of 
mountains in all forms, torn, broken, split into gigantic 
portions, connechM with each other by drains of lulls 
similar to theinsi’lvcs, w'itli bottomless ravines, where 
we expect at least to hear tho noise of a torrent, but 
n wliich all is still and silent, and only randy is descried 
a tree, a plant, a fiower, a little moss ; the ruins of a 
world laid in ashes, the outburst of a land on lire, 
petrifii.'d into w'avt^s of gravel aud stone. 

At the bottom of the ravine wo foui\<l tlie walls of 
a mined caravanserai, and a spring, ])r(»tecicd by a 
small wall, loiuled with sentences from tho Koran. Tho 
spring trickled drop hy drop into tlu^ stone basin ; our 
Arabs in vain applied their lips to it. Wi> let our 
horses re.st a moment under slielter of the caravanst'vai. 
We liad bo('u descending for so long a time, that wo 
believed oursdves on tin* level of tho plain of Jericho, 
and of tho l)<*ad .Sea. Wo gain resunn d < ute, 

exhausted with the heat and fatigue of the jt>iirn('y. 
Our Arab trooptms flat lered iis with tlie lu>])e of getting 
in a fc\v hours to Jm’idio; but the day was sinUiiig 
every minute, and twiliglit added its lu»rrors to tlio 
gloom of tJie ravines in whicli wo toiled. After an 
Jionr’s imirch at the bottom of tlii.s valh'v, we fuimd 
ourselves once more upon the ^tiup (h'elivitlc.s of a 
fresh chain »)f mountains, which sei'iiu'd to us the last 
before coming up>on tlu' plain of Jerieht.*. Tin* niglit 
entirely liid the ])rospcct from ns ; we had just Jie:iit 
enough to distinguish at onr fiM-t llm appalling pia.'ci- 
p>i(te.s, down whh.'ii tlm Joii^t false step oi' our horses 
would hurl u.s. Dar jars were OAliansfed ; we were 
jKirehed with thir.sr ; one of our troopej's from .Samaria 
loM the dragoman that ho knew a spring in tlio iieigli- 
bourhood: wedi eided upon halting wl tore vve? were, if 
a little wut'.j* could in r<*aliiy bo ohtaiiu*d. After 
atteiiipting for about half an hour, tlu* Samaritan 
roturued, and said tliat he had not hi'en able to find 
the spring. It was majessary t(» mareli on; there yet 
remained a four l.onrs' jouno'y. U e plact'd the Arabs 
from Naplous at tlu^ head of tin* cava van. Ikicli horse- 
man wa.s ordered to fidlow, step lyy stop, Ifini who 
preceded, without losing ti’ack. d'ho most profound 
silence reigiu'd througliout (lie emnpaiiy ; the night had 
I'.ecoiue so dark, tlijit it was imjiossible to sec even tlie 
head our horses ; each followed his oompaiiioii by 
the noise of his steps. At every instant the wdiolo 
eaVavaii was sto]>j)«.d, from the foremost ranks probing 
the road for fe;fr of being precipitated into the abyss. 
We all got oft' horsohaek to grope onr way bettm* ; wo 
xverc twenty tiim^s obliged to stop, on account of excla- 
mations issning from the front or the rear of tho cara- 
van ; a liorse had tumbled, or a man had falbni. \Vc 
were oftoii or. the point of stopping altogeiher, and 
waiting, motionless in onr plaees, until this long and 
dreary night laid passed ; but the van kept moving, and 
it w; iieei'ssary to follow. • 

After three hours had been spent in this anxious 
condiiion, we heard loud cries and muskid-shots at the 
front of tho caravan ; xve imagined that the Arabs of 
Jerltdio had attacked us, aud wo jirepared to fire at 
hazard ; but being passed from mouth to mouth, tho 
intelligiMiee came to ns, that the Kaplouslans were 
sliuiilirig for joy, and had fired ofl* their pieces because 
we laid cleared the bad part of the I'oad. We felt, in 
fact, the route becoming a little more levid under our 
feet, and 1 jumped on horseback. My young Arab 
stallion, smelling water not fiu’ olf, grew restive, aud, 
iu tile strife, fell with mo into a hollow. Tito niglit waa 
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BO d*u?k, tl»ai oio one saw my predicament ; I kept hold, 
howeveir, of the bridle, and reseating myself iu the 
saddle, I let the animal follow his instinct, ignorant 
whether I were on the edge or in the bottom of a 
\ ravine, hollowed in the plain, lie shot forward in a 
'gallop, neighing, and stopped not until ho reached the 
.4i>anks of .a wide stit'am, of little depth, and lined with 
prickly shrubs. Whilst ho was slaking his thirst, 1 
heard, on my left, the shouts and ]nstoUsliots of the 
Arabs, who had just discovered my disappearance, and 
were seeking me in the plain. I saw a light glittering 
through tho leaves of the shrubs; I urged my horse 
towards it, and in a few mimitcs I found myself at the 
door of my tent, pitched on tho edge of this very rivulet. It 
was already inidnight ; we ate a morsel of bread, steeped 
in water, and slojit without knowing whore wc were, 
unable to conceive by what pi^digy we had enici*gcd so 
suddenly from the solitude, without shade or spring, on 
a brook which, by the light of our torches, and tlie 
fires of the Arabs, appeared to us like an Alf»itio stream, 
with its drooping willows, and its tufts of reeds and 
cresses. 

If Tasso had possessed, as M. de Chateaubriand pi*e- 
tends, a local inspiration whilst composing bis “ Jeru- 
salcni Delivered” (and I confess, that great admirer 
IIS I am of Tasso, it is not on this account 1 should 
praise him, for it is impossible to have worse conceived 
the localities, and more mi.staken manners than he has 
done ; but what signify localities and manners ? — poetry 
does not lie iu them — it is in the heart) ; but if he had 
been so insj)ired, it would have been, beyond doubt, on 
tho banks of this stream he had made If erniione arrive, 
Jlying on her courser, abandoned to himself, and let 
her meet that Arcadian, and not Arab, shepherd, of 
whom he baa given so ravishing a description. 

We awoke, like her, to tlic? warbling of a thousand 
birds fluttering on tlie branches of the trees, and the 
roaring of tho waters over tlicir bod of flints. W 
issued from our tents to observe the spot to which tlr 
night had bi’ought us. The mountains of Jud(‘a, n hiel 
W'c had travei’S(j<l tin.* j)rc;vious <hiy, wei’e to the east of 
us, about a league from our camp ; tlioir cliain, every 
where sterile and indented, str<^tcllc<l out of sight to the 
south and nortli, and at intervals wo perceived vast 
gorges, which opejied on the jdain, from which were 
}U)uring the nocturnal vapours like largo billows, and 
^j)rea<ling in sheets of mist over tlie imdulating sands 
of the .sliores of the lake As}>haltides. f o tho w'cst, a 
wide dest;rt of sand separated us from the hanks of the 
Jordan, which we were unable to discern, from the 
J)<;ad Sea, and from the blue mountains of Arabia 
Petrie.a. Tiiese mountains, viewed at this hour and 
distance, seemed to us, from the ])laylng of the shadows 
on their tope, and in their iiitorvcuing valleys, to be 
.strewed with cultivation, and covered with immense 
fori^sts; the elialky ravines which intcrsectiHl them, 
gave an idea of the fall and dazzling effect of wat<Ts 
from a cascade. There was nothing of tln^ .sort, how- 
cv<‘r ; when 1 a]>proaehed them, 1 found that they pre- 
.seuted, on a larger s<*al(i, the same bur/oii and withered 
aspect as the mountains of Judea. Around uh, all was 
smiling and fresh, though uncultivated ; water gives 
animatiuii to every thing, evvUi ^ tin, desert ; and the 
<lwarfish trees, which were scattered, like artificial 
shrubberies, in Miiall groups upon its bauks, recalled 
to us the sweetest spots of our own country. 

Wo mounted our horses ; wc '•oiild not be more than 
an hour irorw Jericho, Imt we j creeived neitl.-ei walli 
nor smoke in t’.e plain, and we knew not vory well In 
what direction to pre-cc^d, when a troop of Bedouins, 
luoii ited on superb horses, came out from between tw'O 
hills, and advanced cirwei/ing towards us. It w'as tho 
scheik, and tin i,i'inci]).il inbabitants of Jericho, who, 
informed of our approach by an Arab of tlic governor of 
Jenisalom, sought in the dcisert, to place tliemsolvcs 
in our suite.. We wire ucrpiuinted with tne Arabs of 
tlie desert of Jericho only by tho reputation for fero- 
city and brigand habits whieli they enjoy in all Syria, 
were not too sure at first wln-thcr tliey caino 
or enemies; but nothing, during several j 


days that they remained with ns, denoted any evil 
intention on tlieir part. Overawed by terror at the 
name of Ibrahim, whose emissaries they conceived us 
to be, they gave ns all that tlioir country afforded— I-a 
free desert, water from their fountains, and a little 
barley and doura for onr horacs, 1 thanked the scheik 
and his friends for the escort which they came to offer 
us ; they joined our troop, and flying hero and thei’O 
on the flanks, amongst the hillocks of sand, a})pcared 
and disappeared with the swiftness of tho wind. I 
remarked a horse distinguished for its shape and fleet- 
noss, bestrode by the scheik’s brother, and 1 enipoAvered 
my dragoman to purchase it for mo at whatever cost. 
But as such offers cannot be made directly, without 
committing a species of outrage on the delicacy of tl]^ 
owner of the lioi*se, it i*equired several days* iiegocia- 
tion to render me possessor of this beautiful animal, 
which 1 designed for iny danghterji and w hich, in fact, 
I gave to her. 

JERICHO. 

After an hour’s march, wo were beyond all doubt 
at tho foot of the ramjiarts of Jericho. These ramparts 
were twenty feet high, .and fifteen or twenty broad; 
formed of faggots of thorns piled one above the other, 
and arranged with admirable care to ])r(?vciit the pas- 
sage of man or beast. They were fortifications which 
might not have fallen at the sound of the trumpet, but 
which a spark of the shepherd’s fire, or the fo\ of 
Samson, would have consumed.* This fortress of drit'd 
thorns had two or three wide gates always op(*ii, which 
the Arab .sentiiii'ls doubtless watcbcnl diP’iiigtbe night. 
On passing before these gates, we saw on the nads of 
some mud huts all the wonum ami children of the city 
of the wilderness, grouped iu attitudes the most pictur- 
cs(|ue, pressing and leaning upon each other to see 
pas.s. These women, whose slusildors and logs wefi'e 
naked, Inul for tlnur only garment a jneeo of blue cottou, 
cloth, bound at the waist by a leather girdle, the armfe 
and legs claspetl by several rings of gold and silvcl', 
with the hair frizzled and floating on the neck. SJmo 
had their liair wove into tresses, and entwined with 
piastres and sequins in gi'eat profusion, falling like a 
cuirass on their breast ami shonldei's. Tlien,> were 
some remarkably handsome, but they have not that air 
of softne.ss, of timid modesty ami Vf>luptmtus languor, 
of the Arab women of Syria. But they arci not women ; 
they are the companions of barbarians; they have in 
tlieir eyes and attitudes the same fire, the same auda- 
ciousness, and the same ferocity, as tho Bedonin. Seve- 
ral jiogress<>s were amongst thorn, an<l did not ajipear 
slaves. The Bedouins espouse imliffen'utly black or 
Avhite women, and colour makes no diflenmee in raiilc. 
These females uttered savage cries ami yells of laugh- 
ter as we piussed ; the men, on the contrary, scfaned to 
chide tlioir Indiscreet curiosity, and exhibited towards 
U8 nothing but gravity and respect. 

Not far from the thorn walls, wc passed near to two 
or tlirec houses of tlie schieks. They an? built of mud, 
dried in the sun, a few feet liigli. A terrace covered 
wiiii mats and carpets is the jiriiicipal .ajiartmeiit ; tin? 
family remains there almost the whole day and night. 
Before the <loor is a large seat of rlricd mud, on which 
a carpet is stretched for the chief. He assumes Jiis 
station there from sunrise, surrounded by his prineiiial 
slaves, and visited by liks friends. Coffee and pipes are 
in constant rerpiisition. A largo courtyard, filled with 
h >r.scs, camels, goats, and coavs, encircles the house. 
There are alAA^ays tAvo or three beautiful mares kept 
8U< idled and bridled for the excursions of the master. 

We staid on!) a fcAv moments near the mud palace 
of tlx? scheik, Avho offered us water, coffee, pipes, and 
a calf and sevei-al sheep, which he caused to be killed 

* [Ac*.\,r4luj to the accounts of travellcra, Jericho Is noAV a 
nnean hamlet, of xio kind of importance. “ It contdats,” eaya Mr 
Stephens, ** of fifty or sixty zniscruhle Arab housos, tho walls of 
wliich on three sides are of stones, piled up like tho stone fences 
of our farmers, most of them not bo high ns a man’s head, and 
the fixmt and to]» cither entirely open, or covered with brush.”) 
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fol* our Ufie. Wo received presents, likewise, of dried 
doura, chickens, and water-melons. We took our de- 
parture, preceded by the sell oik and fifteen or twenty 
of the chief Arabs of the town ; we observed several 
fields of maize and doura well cultivated in the environs. 
A few groves of orange and pomegranate trees, and some 
beautiful palms, also surround the houses scattered 
about the town, and then all becomes once more wil- 
derness and sand. The deseii; is an immense plain, 
with several elevations, which sink successive!}', as far 
as the river Jordan, by regular gradations like the steps 
of a natural staircase. The oyo can distiiiguisli only 
one complete plain ; but after marching an hour, we 
c'oine all at once on one of these terraces, which wo 
descend by a rapid slope, and march anotlier hour, 
when there is a fresh descent, and thus tlie whole way. 
The soil is a ^vhite compact sand, covered by a concrete 
and saline crust, producAMl doubtless by the fogs from 
the Dead Sea, wliich, on their evaporation, deposit this 
salt crust. There is no stone or earth, except on ap- 
pi-oaching the river or the mountains ; there is, on all 
sides, a vast horizon ; and wo distinguished, from an 
immense distance, an Arab galloping over the plain. 
As this desert is the theatre of their attacking, pillag- 
ing, and massacring the caravans going from Jerusalem 
to Daiiiasciis, or from Mesopotainia to Kgypt, the 
Arabs take advantage of some detached hills formt^ii 
by the moving sand, and have also erected m'tifi- 
to hide themselves from the observation of 
the caravans, and to descry them from afar ; they 
liollow out th(' sand on the summit of these hills, and 
there burrow with their horses. As soon us they per- 
ceive their prey, tlujy dart with the rapidity of the 
falcon ; they go to apprise tlnsr tribe, and return all 
togi'tlier to tho attack. Such is tlieir only industrial 
occupation, such thcfir only glory ; civilisation with 
them is ijiur(h*r juid pillage, and tin y attach us much 
j]n})Ortanee to their successes in tliis species of exploit, 
as our conquerors to the ae<julsition of a provinct?. 
'I’lmir poets, fi.»r they have poets, celebrate in their 
vtu'ses thes() scones of barbarity, a ml deliver down, 
from g(‘noration to gemmation, the liononrcd memory 
of tli(Mr courage ami their crimes. The horses Jjavo a 
consid(;rable share of the glory lissigned them in these 
recitals : liere is one, wliicli the schoiU’s sou related to 
us on the way : — 

“ All Arab and bis tribe bad attacked in tho desert 
the <*aravan of Damascus; the victory was complete, 
and the. Arabs were already occupied in loading then' 
l icb booty, wdion the troops of tlio pacha of Acre, com- 
ing to meet this caravan, fell suddenly upon the victo- 
riinis Arabs, s^jiuv a great number of tlieiii, made the 
remainder prisoncr.s, and, having tied themwdtli cor<ls, 
conducted them to Aero to present them before the 
pacha. Al)ou-cl-Marscli, the Arab of whom ho spoke, 
had received a ball in liis arm during the combat ; as 
his wound was'not mortal, tlie Turks had fastened him 
on a camel, and having obtained possession of bis horse, 
J(!d oft* both horse and liorseinaii. The evening before 
which they were to enter Acre, they cncaniped with 
their prisoners in tho mountains of Saphad; the wounded 
Arab had his legs bound together by a leathern thong, 
and was stretched near the tent wlieri' the Turks were 
slee])ing. During tho night, kept awake by tho pain of 
his w’ouud, he heard his horse iivugii amongst tho other 
horses fastened around the tents according to oriental 
usage. Ho recognised his neigh, and, unable t«> resist 
the desire of speaking once more to the C(tppanion of 
his life, ho dragged himself with dilficultv along the 
ground, by the assistance of his hands and knees, and 
came up to Ids courser. ‘ Poor friend,’ said he to it, 
‘ wliat w'ilt thou do amongst the Turks i Tlion wilt bo 
immured under the arches of a khan, with tliO' horses 
of an aga or of ^ pacha ; the women and the diUdrcn 
will no longer bring thee the camel’s milk, or tho barley 
or tho doura in the hollow of their hands ; thou wilt no 
longer run free in the desert, as the wind of Kgypt ; 
thou wilt ho more divide tlie waters of tho Joirdan with 
thy breast, and cool thy skin as wliito as their foam ; 
therefore, if T remain a slave, rcinaiii thou free I — go, 


return to the tent, which thou knowest ; say to my wife 
that Abou-el-Marscli will return no more, and put thy 
head under the curtains of the tent to lick the hands of 
ray little cliildrem’ Whilst speaking thus, AW-el- 
Marscli had gnawed through with his teeth the cord of 
goat-hair which fetters Arab horses, and the animal 
was free ; but seeing its master wounded and bound at 
its feet, the faithful and sagacious steed understood by 
instinct what no language could explain to him. Ho 
stooped his head, smelt his master, and, seizing him 
with liis teeth by the leatliern thong which ho had about 
his )>ody, went off in a gallop and bore him to his tent. 
On jirriving and placing his master on the sand, at tho 
feet of his wife and children, tho horse expired from 
fatigue. All tlie tribe wc’ipt for him, the poets have 
celebrated liim, and liis name is constantly in the 
moutlis of the Arabs of Jericho.” 

We have no idea of the degree of sagacity and attach- 
ment to which the habit of living with the family, of 
being caressed by the (diildrcn, fed by tho women, 
rebuked or encouraged by the voice of their master, 
tends to raise the instinct of the Arabian horse. Tho 
animal is by his very breed more sagacious and tame 
than the breeds of our climate ?8 ; it is the same with all 
animals in Arabia. Nature or heaven has given them 
a stronger iiLStinct, a greater attachment to man than 
amongst us. They remember better the days of ICden, 
when they submitted voluntarily to tho control of the 
king of nature. I liave myself frequently seen in S VTia, 
birds caught in the baud by children, and perfectly 
tamed by the evening ; not requiring either cage, or a 
thread to the leg, to retain thorn with the family which 
adopts them, but Hying at freedom upon the orange 
and mulberry ti’ces in the garden, return at the call 
and porch themselv(‘S on tlie fingers of the children, or 
the heads of tho young maidens. 

The horse of the sciieik of Jerielio, which I bought 
and mounted, knew mo at the end of a few days as its 
master. He would not allow hiniHelf to be moiinti'd by 
any other, and cleared the wliolo caravan to come to 
my call, tliough my tongue was a stranger one to him. 
Gentle anil nlfeetionati' with me, and accustomed to the 
caresses «)f my Aralis, lie walked quietly and discreetly 
in liis rank in the caravan, wlien we met only Turks, 
Arabs dressed in the Turkisli fashion, or Syrians ; but 
if he chanced, oven a year after, to spy a Bedouin 
moiiuted on a horse of tho desert, he l>ecame all at 
once aiHJiher animal ; his eye grew fiery, his neck 
sivelled, his tail was raised and lashed his sides like a 
whip; he reared on his liaimclies, and thus proceeded 
for a long time, under the weight of his saddle aud of 
tho person upon him ; he did not iieigli, but uttered a 
warlike cry, like that from a brass trumpet ; snob aery 
as all the other horses wore ahinned at, and stopped 
with their <?ars cockled listening to it. 

ISume dfl/c.- -After five hours’ march, during which 
the 1 ‘iver always seemed fartlu'r oft* than ever, wo 
arrived at tlie la^t level, at the foot of which it flowed ; 
but altlioiigh we were not more than two or three hiin- 
dixid paces distaitt, we still perceiveil only the plain and 
the desert before us, and no trace cither of valley or 
river. It is this illusion of tho desert, I suppose, which 
has caused some travellers to say and believe tliat the 
Jordan rolls its muddy waters over a bed of flints, and 
between banks of sand, in the desert of Jericho. These 
travellers had not becni able to reach the river itself ; 
and seeing from a distance a vast sea of sand, they were 
unable to conceive that a cool, shady, afid delicious 
oasis, was Jiollowed between the levels of this monoto- 
nous desert, and that the full stream, and murmuring 
course of tho Joi'dan, was ovcrliung with a verdure 
viiich the Thames might envy ; yet such is the fact. 
Wo stood in astonishment ami rapture, when, .arrived 
at tho edge of tho last level, which sinks all at once be- 
neath the feet, and is scooped into a pt'rpeiidicular fall, 
j we had before our eyes one of tlio most delightful vales 
whereon they had ever rested. We urged our iiorses 
down with a gallop, irresistibly attracted by tin* novelty 
of the sight, and by tlio charms of fn*slmess, moisture, 
aud shade, of which the valley was redolent. All around 
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were fiwarda of the most lovely green, on which were 
growhig tufts of rushes in flower, and hnlhous plants, 
whose glittering shoots sprinkU^d the turf with various 
tints ; thickets of shrubs with long flexible twigs, bend- 
ing like bunches of flowers around their multifarious 
trunks ; largo J’ersiaii poplars with a slight foliage, not 
rising iu pyramids, like our clipped poplars, but throw- 
ing freely out on all sides tlieir sinewy branches, like 
those of oaks, and their smooth white bark glittering iu 
the ifstless rays of the morning suii ; groves of willows 
of all species, and of large osiers, so entwined that it 
was impossible to penetrate them ; and so inucli were 
the trees crowded, and so multiplied was the underwood 
crawling at their feet with their twigs matted in tresses, 
that an inextricable nct-w'ork was formed. These 
woods strctclied on both sides along the bunks of tho 
river far out of sight. 

^^’c were obliged to descend from our horses, and 
fix our camp in one of the glades of the wood, and to 
make our v/ay on foot to the stream of the »lordan, 
which wo heard without seeing. \V(^ j)eiietrated with 
ditticulty, sometimes struggling with tho tliickots of 
w'ood, sometimes with the long grass, sometimes with 
the high rushes ; at Icjigth we reached a spot where 
the turf was open to the waler, and wo stecijed our 
hands and feet in the river. It njay be a hundrc<l, or 
a hundred and twemty feet broad ; its depth ap{)oars 
considerable, and its course is as rapid as tlie itliorie 
at Genova. Its water is of a faint blue, slightly muddod 
by the grey earth it pa^stis througli and hollows, im- 
mense banks of which wc beard, from time to time, 
falling into its stream. Its shores are perpendieulur, 
but it tills them to ii.e rushes and trees which border 
them. The roots of tlieso trees, underjniiied l)y tho 
W’ator, hang and trail .'ileng the sides ; frccjiu ntly being 
eutu-ely uprooted, and no longer sii])i>urt(‘d by tlie earth, 
they bend over the river with all their loav (;3 and 
branches, wliicJi dip into it, and throw, as it were, an 
ai'ch of verdurii J'rom one bank to tlie other. From 
time to time one of tlicacs trees is carried away with tho 
portion of soil w'liich sustains it, and lloat i all leafy 
down tho current, with the underwood torn up, and 
adhering to the brunches, its nest.s under water, and the 
birds still hopping amongst its leaves ; tve saw several 
of these pass during the lew iiours that wc rcinain<.*d in 
tin's charming oasis. Tho wooJ.s fjilow the windings 
of tlie Jordan, and dock it every Avhere with an ever- 
lasting garland of branches and leaves, which be*nd into 
the water, and make its rulHcd snrfaoo murmur. A 
countless multitude of birds inhabit tlioso ini j tenet rable 
forests. The Arabs tvarned ns not to go witliout our 
aims, and to bo carofnl as wc advanced, because iliis 
eiitangU.'d undorw'ood is llie resort of lions, punthers, 
ami k'Ojards. We saw none, but wc freipiently heard, 
ill the gloom of the thicket, growls and noises similar 
to those which large animals make in di ing into the 
depths of woods. Wc wmit over tho accessible parts of 
the shores of this beautiful river for an hour «n* t wo. 
In some places, the Aralis of ilie savage tribes in the 
mountains of Arabia i’etra,-a. at tlie •bottom of w'hieh 
we were, had set the forest on fire, in order to penetrate 
it, or carry off the wciud. TTnu’e renuiined a great 
quantity of tranks, only ealcinod at the bark, but lew 
shoots had sprung around ilie luirnt trees, and the 
climbing plants of this fej’tilo 'oil hud already so en- 
twirnd tho (lead and young trees, t)i;u ; lio forest w'as 
there more novel, without bf- 'ig le.;.., . r^st or lexiiria il. 
We dbeiid an ainjih* stock of willow urul poplar 
braiiehes, as well as of other trees with long twigs aaa 
b^^autilul rinds, whoso names I am ign'-rant of i«» make ! 
preseiits I'f tlaan to eur friends iu Furope, tl wm 
rejoined tho .;;i jip, v bieh tbo Arabs liad shifted during 
our ramlde, wn Ui- .horcH of th(j river. 

They had found ord a siuiatien yet more delightful 
and convenient to pilch oiir t. uts, ilju ' all tliose that 
we had just traversed. It wa^ on .i ))iuik of tnrf, as 
Bmooth as if it h.ud boon jcistured by n flock of slieop. 
Here -and there were shrubs with l.njad leaves, and a 
isy<\*im<nos, .scattered so 
a shade upon the gws, and keep ourselves 


and our horses cool. The Jordan, flowing not twenty 
paces from us, had worn a small shallow bay in the 
middle of this glade, and its waters wound round tho 
feet of two or throe great poplars. An aceessible path 
led down to the river, and permitted us to take our 
thirsty horses to it, and to go ourselves and bathe. We 
there fixed our two tents, and made the day’s halt. 

On the following day, tho 2d of November, we 
contiuued our route, drawing towards tho liighest 
mountains of Arabia Petroja, leaving and again joining 
the Jordan, according to tho sinuosities of its course ; 
and we approaclied the Dead Sea. Not far from the 
course of the liver, on a spot of tho desert which I 
know not how to design, tlicre are tho remains, still 
imposing, of a castle of the crusaders, built by them 
apparently to protect this route. This ruin is deserted, 
and may serve to shelter the Arabs when in ainbiisli 
waiting for the caravans. In tho midst of tho ocean 
of sand, it has tho appc'aranco of the hulk of an aban- 
doned vessel on the liorizon at sea. On di’awing near 
the Dead Sea, the ground becomes more levi'l, and de- 
scends with an insensible slope towards tho slioro ; tho 
sand gets spongy, and the horses, sinking at each step, 
proceed with difliculty. When w^e at length perceived 
the reflection of the waves, wo could not restrain our 
impatience ; wc set off at a gallop to tlirow^ oursedves 
into the waters, which were reposing on the sand before 
ns, rospleiidant as molten load. Tlie sclicik of Jericlio 
and his Arabs, who always followed ns, imagining th:^^ 
wm wished to run tbo djerid witli them, scampi'reil oft‘ 
ul;u>, at the same time, in all directions over ibe plain, 
and roturniug upon us wdth loud cries, brandished their 
long r('(,'(ly luueos, as if they would have pierced us; then, 
stopping l heir horses short, and throwing them on tli^ir 
haunches, tb< y kd us pass, and again set otf in a svyeep* 
toridiirn as before, 1 arrived the first, owing to tho 
s|teed of iny Turcoman sitjcd ; but wbiMi twenty or Ihijpty 
paces from the sea, tbo sand mixed witli soil is .so yycl 
and marshy, tliat my horse sank up to the belly, au(l I 
was .apprelicnsivc of lieing swallowed up. I drew luielv 
tho way 1 had come, aiui, gottijig off our hors(,'S, wo w ent 
on foot, to tho slioriu 

'J'hi* l;ead Sea has been described liy seveu'a], tvavel- 
h^rs. I took no mdo of its s])oci(ic gravity, or of tlio 
relative (puautity of salt its waters ctuflaiu. It was not 
.scii iieo or criticism that I was conio in search of. I 
ba<l eoine to it .simply because it was on my route, and 
because it was iu the middle of a celebrated desert, cole- 
In'alod of itself for tbo engulfing of t(»\vns, which for- 
merly arose where 1 now saw its inotlojiless waters. Jta 
shores ;u*c flat to the east and west ; the Iiigli mountains 
of Judea and Arabia I'ucloso it, and di.'^ cend almost to 
it.s od »^ea on tho north and south. Those of Arabia, 
howe.t'r, are somewhat more; distant from it, espieciully 
near the mouth of tho Jeu’dan, wliore wo stooil. The 
shore.s are completely deserted ; the air is infected and 
ujiJn-alth} . \V o ourselves found its influence, during the 
few dins wo passed in this desert. A great dc'pressioii 
OK the head, and a fevcrisli s( nsatlon, attacked us, and 
did not (juit us until we wore rid of its atmosphere. 
'*■ here was not an island to be seen. Vt;t, at .sunset, 
Ji on. the top of a sand-hill, ] thought I coultl distinguish 
two islands at tlie extremity of tlie horiiion on tJio Idu- 
ijuea.ii side. Tin; Arabs knew nothing ,df them. Tlio 
sea is, iu this part of it, at least thirty leagues long, 
and tlu;y ficver venture to fidlow its shoto ho far. No 
traveller lias cv(;r been able to cir^umnavigato tho 
Dead IStu; it lias never been explored at its other ex- 
tremity, or on its two tshores of Judea and Arabia. 
'Vo are, I believe, tlio first who have enjoyed the full 
liberty of exploring it on the three sides; ainl if we had 
had a little more time on our hands, tlieru was nothing 
to p»revent eur getting pine planks from I^ebaiion, Jeru- 
salem, or >l 4 ffu, and constructing on the spot a sloop, 
ami ■ idikig, in security, all the coasts of this wondrous 
inland sea. Tho Arabs, who do not generally permit 
travellers to approach it, and whose prejudices art) 
o{»posed to any attempt at navigating it, were then so 
diivotod to our least wishes, that they would have offered 
uo obstacle to our enterprise, I sltoi^d have put it tu 
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t'icocution, if I had foreseen tlie welcome that these Arabs miraclo— ^re they not ono1--and is the universe any 
<rav 0 us. But it was too late ; wo must have returnod thing but a miracle from perpetuity and at all moments t 
to J erusalem, and brought carpenters to build the vessel; Same date . — We returned by the northern side of the 
all this would have taken us, together with the naviga- Dead Sea, in the direction of the valley of Saint-Saba. 
tioii, at least three weeks, and our days wero nuiubered. 'J’ho desert Is much more diversified in this part ; it is 
J renounced the scheino, therefore, not without pain, obstructed with immense hills of earth and sand, which 
A traveller, in tho same circumstances as inysolf, will every moment wo have to wind round or scale. The line of 
be easily able to acconi])li6l) it, and to throw on this our caravan undulates upon these hills, like an extended 
natural phenomenon, and on this geograpliieal question, fleet in a heavy sea, where tho dilferent ships ai*o seen 
tho light that criticism and science have desired for so and lost by turns in tho hollows of tho waves. After 
lung a time. threo homV mareh, sometimes over small unbroken 


TJio aspect of tho Dead Sea is neither sad nor mourn- 
ful, except to the thought. To the cyo it is a dazzling 
Jjike, wliose wide and silvery surface reflects the light 
niid the firmament like a Vencstiari mirror. JMountaiiis, 
vising in beautiful domes, throw their shadow upon its 
])aiiks. They say there arc iieilher fish in its bosom 
nor birds on its shores. 1 know not ; I saw no gulls, or 
any of tho.so pretty wJiito births, lil:o soa-doves, which 
slum all tho <lay ovt.'u the w.-i.ves of tho sea of Syria, 
;Hid follow the caiVjiies (skills) on tho Dosphorus: hut 
at a few hundred paces from tho Dead Sea, 1 fired at 
aiul shot some birds, similar to the wild drakes which 
i-ise fi'om the marshy shore.s of tlui Jordan. If the air 
of tho S' -a were mortal to them, they would not come so 
near to brave it.} mejdntic vapours. I likewi.so did not 
perceive ihosvt ruins of cngulftMl towns, whicli are 
seen, as it is said, at a little deptli beneath tlie w^attu’s. 
Tile Arabs w lio aec(»nipanied m(*asserte<l that tluy had 
beheld thorn sonudinuis. I follo\Ycd, for a gia-at dis- 
lanci', th(i banks of this sea, both on the Arabian si<l(’, 
where the Jordan falls into it (this river is llun-o in 
trnlli what travellers <!eseribe it, a dileli of dirty water 
in a h('(l of nmd), and on llsc Judean fb.l«.», whorti ti5o 
nlioies rise, and oeensionally ussuuu^ tho app<‘aranee of 
the slight downs abntling on the oce;m. Tlie surfai.'e 
of tho water e\ erywliero ])r(;seiits the same avpe’Ot — it 
is .slilnlng, him?, and motioale^ s,'*" !Men liav«i faidilhlly 
])reserved tho faeiilly given them by (.uhI in rJeiiesis, 
of calling things h'y tlic'ir names, '(’lii.s .si*a i.s beautiful ; 
it glitters, it pours upon the desi rt which surrounds it 
tile rellei'tion ef ils nat. rs; it attracts t lie eye*, and It 
rouses tho tlionglit ; but it is dead — motion and noise 
ar(.‘ no more. Its wiiv<.-s, ♦.((,» Iieavy fin* the wind, aro 
Mil), and no wbit'o ibarn j>la\s on the peldde.s of its 
sliorcs : it is a sea of jx-drifaetiori. flow was it fornn.-d ? 
Apparently, as the IJiblo says, as also prehability, 
forming tluj vast centre of tli..' volcanic chains whieli 
stretcli from Jerusalem into INb'sopotamia, and fnmi 
Lebanon to rdmiuva, a crater has opened in its middle 
at the time when stwen cities crowiled tho plain. The 
towji.s li:i\o b<!eii overtlii’ow 71 hy tho eartlxpial e ; tls' 
Jordan, Yvliich, act;ording toad probability, then HuwimI 
through this plain, and loll into tlio Ib'd Sea, arrested 
all at once hy the volcanic eminenees throw!i up from 
tlio earth, and^ awallowisl up in the craters of Sod«>m 
and fiomorrah, has formed this sea, corrupted by rale, 
sulphur, and lutumon, tho ordiiiai’y aliments pro- 
ducts of volcanoes. tSneh is the fiv't, and .s.adi proba- 
bility I 'Miia adds not to, or detracts from, the aciioii 
of tiiat sovereign and eternal will which some call a 
miracle, and otlicrs ascribe to nature. Mature and 

[The wriitcr of the Dearl Sea, or Lake Af!phaltide 5 i, h.i.'i been 
frc<iuently analy&eil, aiul Ls fouml to be uf a greater si-ceiflc gra- 
vity than common water; in other WTu-ds, it is more Jciiw* and 
better able to buoy up (objects, tluiii water of an ordin wy kiiul. 
btill, this densitj' is not remarlcablc. Tho specific gravity is only 
1 .:?] 1 , .and it is rx rfeotly f rausparent. In im grains aro the follow- 
i/ig substances in solution Grains of muriate of Jinu- .ftriu, of 
lULirlato of magnesia J0.24G, mnriato of soda 10.:WW, Miljiliut of 
lime O.O.'J -total ilkMO. It thus upi'cars that about a fourth part 
bf tlio 100 grains is foreign, substances. Tho task' is a bitter salt. 
Mr Stephens mentions that bo bathed in the l)eu<l Sea, and that 
bo felt tho buoyant property to bo mueli greater than tliat cf 
either fresh or salt water. It has been alleged, among other 
Idle talcs resfarding thi.s mysterious Jake, that birds cannot Uy 
over it and live ; but this is completely disproved by various re-- 
cent tivivellers, one of whom saw swallows skimming along its 
Korface. Tho.Dead Sea liaa no outlet ; its waters are carried off 
«*btirely by cvanonitloii.] 


plains, whore wo proceeded in a gallop, Bometiines upon 
the edge of deep ravines of sand, down wdiich soilio of 
our borses rolled, wc perceived before us the smoko 
from tho houses of Jericho. Tlio Arabs parted from 
us, .and flew towards thi.s smoke. Two only remained 
to point out the road. On approaching Jericho, tho 
chief a.moiig.st tho Arabs came hack to us. Wo en- 
camped ill the midst of a field, shaded by a few palm- 
tixics, and where a brook fiowed. Onr tents were soon 
pitched, and w o found a .supper prepared, thanks to the 
presouta of all sorts wdiich tlio Arabs had brought to our 
camp. Tlio Arab who rode tlio beautiful horse which 
I dc.sired to carry aw ay, appeared to admire the Turco- 
man horse whUdi 1 liad ridden the preceding day. 'fho 
conversation lieiiig skilfully drawn to the subject of our 
several steeds, they praised many of mine. 1 proposed 
to him to exchange his Arab for ray Turcoman ; wo 
debated the whole evening wdiut further .sum was to bo 
given fiyine; but nothing was fixed. Every time that 
i came up to his price, In^ testified so gn?a.t it grief at 
]>arting with his horse, that wo wont to bed wntliout con- 
cluding a bargain. On the follow ing day, at the moment 
1 of starting, all the horses being already caparisoned 
‘ and mounted, I again made atlvances. He at length 
(leternuned himself tf> mount my Turcoman horse, and 
he galloped him across the plain. Captivated by tho 
brilliant ipialitie.s of the animal, he si'iit mo his by liis 
son. I jjaid fiOO piastres, inonnhal the horse, and de- 
parted, All the* tribe seemed (o vieiv liis leaving with 
regri't ; the children spoke to him, the women pointtid 
to liim with their fingers, the selu'ik rctuniril often to 
look at him, and to make him crtaiii cabalistic signs, 
\vhi(‘h the Arabs liav<‘ always the precaution to mako 
to the horses wliich they sell (jr Imy. 'file animal him- 
.self a[»()eared to uiider.s'tand tho separation, and sadly 
drooped hio Jjoud, shaded hy a snjx rh mane, casting a 
mouri / .1 and unquiet eye to tht7 right and the left upon 
tho ilesert. TIkj eye of tho Arab borses i.s a perfect 
tongue. Dy their beautiful eye, the fiery pupil of which 
starts from the bloed-vt'ined white of tho orbit, they 
exj>re,s.s and comprelu iid all things. 

1 had ceased for he\eral days to mount that horse 
amongst my stud wliich 1 prefern'd to all the rest. 
Erora the numberless sujierstiiions of the Arabs, there 
are sevonty good or l.ad signs in the horoscojic of a 
iionso; and this is a science which all the men of tho 
desert pe.ssess. Tlu' horsi; of Avhieli I speak, wdiich 1 
called Jaibanoii, because .1. had puivhased him in tho,go 
mouutalii.s, was a young and splendid stallion, tall, 
strong, high-spirited, untiring, and sagacious, displaying 
no vico in the tifti en months whicli .1 rode liim ; but he 
li;ul on his chest, liy the accalental conformation of his 
beaut iful ashy-grey skin, one of those ears of corn which 
the Arabs have placid in the mimbcr of unfortunate 
sigii.s. I had been ion.' warned of it, on byying him, but 
T took him, from the very natural reasoning, that a sign 
nnforlunate for a Alahoiiiotan was one favourable to a 
Christian. Tlu'y found this an unansw'cruhle argument, 
and 1 moimted Lebanon ever}' time that ,I had to make 
longer or w'orse journeys than usual. When we aj)- 
proachfd a town, or a tribe, and the people came out to 
I im'ct tho caravan, the Arabs, or the Turks, struck with 
1 the beauty and strength of liebanou, commenced to 
j compliment mo, and to admire him with longing eyes; 
but after a few moments* eousideration, tlu* fatal sign, 
which was a little covered by tlio silk collar, and the 
amulet suspended round the neck, which every horse 
ahvay’S eames, was discovered, and the Arabs, drawing 
near me, changed coiiiitonanco, ui>pearod gx'avo ana 
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affijicfted, ajnd gave me f^igiia not to mount that horse 
again. This was of little importance in S 3 'riH ; but in 
Judea) and amongst the tribes of the destirt, I feared 
that it might jeo})ardise my consideration, and destroy 
the respect and obedient feeling which ath'udcd us. 1 
ceased, therefore, to mount him, and he was led by the 
hand in tlie suite. 1 do not doubt, wt? owed a eoiisi- 
derablo portion of the dofermico and tear which were 
manifested around us, to the beauty ot the do/.eu or 
fifteen Arab horses whitdi \Ne rode, or which followed 
ns. A horse in Aral/ia is the fortune of a man ; it sup- 
]>oses every thing, it supplies tlu' place of every thing. 
They formed a high idea of a Frank who poss^^sseJ .so 
many horses, equally beautiful with those of their scheik 
and the pacha. 

We returned to Jerusalem by that same valley which 
we had traversed at uight on coming, ilefore entering 
the iirst gorge of the mountains, we saw evident traces 
of ancient buildings upon a wide table-land command- 
ing the plain, and we supposed that there might be the 
true site of the ancient Jcrielio. It requires a great 
I)rogres9 in civilisation to build towns in the plain. We 
are never deceived when we search for ancient cities 
on the heights. 

It was in this gorge that the touching parable of the 
Samaritan places the scene of the murder and the 
charity. It appears, from the times of the (lospel, 
these valleys Imve had a bad reputation. 

This was a fatiguing day, from the monotony of a 
fourteen hours’ march, and the excessive lu^at of the 
sun, revt'rherated by the precipitous sides of tlie 
ravines. We met no one during these fourteen hours 
but an Arab shepherd, who was tending an imiumcr- 
ablo hock of black goats on the top of a hill. 

Kuenmped near the Pool of Solomon ^ under the Walls 
of Jerusalem: Wovemher 2. — We wished to eonseerate 
a day to prayer in the place to which all Christians 
turn in jirayiug, as the MaliomiiKHlans turn towards 
Moc(?a. We engaged the monk who fulfilled tlie func- 
tions of priest at Jerusalem, to ci'lehrate for our living 
and dead relations, for our friends of .ili times and of 
all places, and also for ourselves, tlie commemoration 
of tin? grand and mournful sacrilicc which had moist- 
ened tills land with the blood of the Just, in order that 
charity and lioju; might grow from it. Wo assishsl at 
it ill sucli moods as our recollections, sorrows, lossc's, 
desires, and ditfereiit ilegrees of j»iety and faitli, in- 
s[>ired to eaeli. We cho.se for our teinjile and altar 
the grotto of (jcthseinaiic, in the liollow of the valley 
of .Jehoshaphat. It was into this cavern, at the foot of 
the Mount of Olives, tliat Christ retired, aceonUng to 
ti aditioiijto escape from the persecution of his enemies, 
and the importunity of his disciples; it was here that 
lie communed with liis heavenly thoughts, .and prayed 
to his father, that tlio too hittin* cup which he h.ad hiin- 
.‘s lf tilled, as we all till ours, might pass away ij’oin his 
lips ; it was here that he .said to his tlirec friend.s, on 1 
the (.‘ve of liis death, to remain on the watch, and not 1 
to sleep, and he was obliged thrice to iiwakmi them, so ' 
prone is the zeal of human charity* to grow dull; it 
was liere, in fine, that he pa.sse(l those terrible hours 
of the agony, the inetfable strife hittween life and death, 
between the mind and iustinet, het\Vi;eii the. soul, iin'':iou. 
to he freed, and the matter resisting, because it is blind ! 
It was her(‘ that lie sw'i’ated blo<al and water, and that, 
wearied at coiii!)atirig with liiniself widioui the victory 
of the so il giving peace to his thoughis, he spol.o tho'^t 
final wo)‘l^wh''*h evince the man and the <iod, those 
words which are beconu' the wisdom of all the wise, 
and .vhieh ought to he the epitaph on all lives, and 
the sole motto ot all orcnli^d things — “ My father, let 
tliy will be uoi"*, in it n -ino.” 

The locality of th:3 grotto, cut in tlie rock of the 
Kedron, is om; of tln^ most iirobahle, and beat justified 
by its appearance, of all those which the p ipnlar piety 
in its credulity has assigned for each of tlie scenes in 
the.^raijll^angelical drama : it is tin* ve.i y valley rcst- 

: iiJti^Bl'adow of death, abyss bid under the 
^city, the hollow the nmst profound, and 
[y the most slimmed of non, in which tlie 


Saviour, who had all men for his enemies, because he 
caiilo to attack all their falsehoods, could seek an occa- 
sional shelter, and retire within himself to meditate, to 
pray, to suffer ! The impure brook of Kedron flows at 
some paces’ distance. It w'as then but a sewer of Jeru- 
salem. The Mount of Olives tlicro bends over to meet 
the liills wliich bt‘ar the tombs of the kings, and forms, 
as it were, a projecting angle, on which thickets of 
olive, turpentine, and lig trees, togi^tlicr with those 
fruit trees which poor people ahvays cultivate, even in 
tho (yrevices of the rocks, in the neighbourhood of a 
large town, would conceal tho entrance of the grotto. 
Furthermore, this spot was not disturbed, and rendered 
incapable of being distinguished by the ruins in which 
.Icrusalem was buried. The disciples who had w atched 
and prayed w'ith Christ could return and say, marking 
the rock and the trees, “ It was here !” A valley is not 
obliterated like a street, and the smallest rock endures 
longer than the most majestic of temph's. 

The grotto of tlethseinane, and the rock which 
covers it, are at present surrounded by the* walls of a 
little chapel, kept locked, the key of w liich is in the 
hands of the Latin monks of Jernsaleni. This grotto, 
and the seven olive-trees, in the adjoining held, belong 
to them. The door cut in tlie rock ojimui on tlui court 
of another pious sanctuary, which tliey call the Tomb 
of the Virgin. This belongs to tlu! (Ireeks. The grotto 
is deep and lofty, and divided into two cavities, which 
comnumicate by a sort of subterranean portico. TIu re 
are also several altars, hollowi'd out of tiie living rock ; 
they have not disfigured this sanctuary, thus foniiod by 
nature, with so many artificial oriiaiiieiits as tho other 
sanctuaries of the Holy Sejmlelire. Tlie arch, tlie Hour, 
and the walls, .are the rock ilself, dcipiiing, as it wi*re 
wei'ping, with the dampness of a cavi'rn cnvelojied liy 
earth, 'riiey have only appiUided, above each altar, a 
bad re})resentatiou iu eopjierplate, jialnted h lle.sh- 
colour, and as l.arge as life, of the agony of t’hrist, with 
the aiigi'Is, wlio are prt'senling to him the cup of deatli. 
If they tore aw.ay these wretclu d ligun.'s, wliicli desti'oy 
the forni.s whieh the ])ious imagination lovi.'s to create 
for itself in the shadow of the grotto — if they pei’inil tcd 
the eyes, irioisteiicd w'itli t(‘:irs, to ascend freely, and 
without sciisihle images, towards the thoughts of which 
that night is so full — this grotto W’oiihl bi? the most 
unpolluted and holy riTu* on the hills of Sion : but iiu'u 
mast always spoil wliat they touch ! Alas ! if they had 
contented tliemselves with altering and injuring the 
mere stoue.s and reiriains of th(‘se visible sclmics ! But 
how’ many dognuis, doctrines, and seigs, have they not 
made from that religion of reason, simplleity, love, and 
humility, which the .Sou of Man taujjht tluni at the 
price of Vis Vilood ! When (led permits a. truth to come 
upon the earth, men Ix'gin by cursing and stoning liiiii 
who bears it ; then they seize iqwn tin's truth, wliicli 
they have been i riable to kill with Jiim, because it is 
iiiiinortul ; his spoil is their inheritance ; hnt like tho 
pri:cious stone, wliich tho malefactors carried off from 
the heavenly pilgrim, they encase it with so many 
errors, that it becomes niidistinguisbable, until the 
light breaks afrcsli upon it, and, after many ages, si ‘pa- 
rating tiiC diamond from its setting, wisdom proelainis 
— Behold the truth! Behold the lie! Here is the 
ri.-ality !— there is the counterfeit ! It is on this account 
that all religious have two naturi's, tJio association of 
which astonishes the mind ; a popular nature, with 
minieles, Icgeruls, and shameful siiperstitionH, the iin- 
piiro alloy with which ages of ignorance and darkness 
i.avo mixed and adulterated the doctrine of heaven; 
.•'od a rational and philoKophical nature, which is 
eifeetaal iu removing the human rust, and jm^si'iits 
religi(iu to an eternal and incorniptihle light, which is 
reason, relloets it fiuri: and uiimixed, and illuminates 
all things iiJid all intelligence wdth that blaze of truth 
and io»e, 'ey which wc see and adore the self-eoulent 
being^ God. 

Same date . — There remains, not far from tho grotto 
of GethHcmaiio, a small comer of land, yet shaded by 
seven olive-trees, which popular traditions^ describe RS 
the same trees under which Jesus lay and wept. TiJieso 



TRAVELS IN THE EAST. fiA 


olives, in fact, bear on their trunks and prodigious 
branches tlio date of the ei|jhtcen centuritJS which have 
elapsed since tliat awful night. Those ti’unks are of 
ciioi’inous compass, and arc formed, like those of all old 
olivt'S, by a vast nimihcr of stems, which seem incorpo- 
rated into the tree, and are covc:i*ed by the same bark, 
Toscinbling a cluster of cemented columns. Tlieir 
brandies are aImo.st withered, but still produce a few 
olives. We collected those wliidi strewed the earth 
beiieatli the trees; wc made some fall with a pious 
discretion, and we hi led our pockets with them, to carry 
as relics of tliis locality to our friends. 1 imagine tliat 
it is sweet for the Christian mind to pray whilst grasp- 
ing Avitli the lingers the olive stones of those trees, 
wlio.si; roots .Jesus has perhaps Avatered and fructified 
with his tears, when he himself prayed for the last 
time on earth. If they are not tlie same trunks, they 
arc in all ])rohability olfslioots from lliose sacred trees. 
Liiit there is nothing to show that tliey are not idcniti- 
c.illy tl)e same stock.s. I Jiavo traversed every ])art of 
the world Avhern ibo olive grows ; this tree exists for 
ag(‘s, und nowliero have I found any larger, although 
]<I;tntcd in a rocky and arid soil. 1 have likewise seen, 
on the sunnait. of Lebanon, tlio cedars which i\rab tr.a- 
ditions carry back to the age of Solomon. There is 
nothing impossible in it; nature has given to certain 
vi'getahles a longer existence than to einiiiri^s; certain 
oaks have scon many dynasties pass away, and the 
acorn which wc trample with our feet, the olive-kernel 
wliieli t rub in my band, the cedar-apple which the 
wind .‘scatters, will rc'produce, liourish, and cover the 
e.M'tli with their shadows, Avheii hundreds of g<mora- 
tifjjLs wliich follow us sliall have restored to the carlli 
tliat morsel of dust which tliey have boiT{J\ve<l in their 
turns. iJiit creation doc'S not thendiy mark its eontemiit 
for ns. The relative iinjuirtance of beings is not mea- 
sinx'il 1»Y (he duratitm, but by the intensity of tlo'ir 
cxi.slence. 'riiere is more (d’ life in one hour of thouglit, 
orcoiitcmplation, of prayer, or of love, than in the entire 
existence of a purely pliysical man. There i.s more of 
life in a thouglit wliicli pervades tlie Avorld, andascc'iids 
to lieaveh in a space of time not to be counted, in the 
millioiitli jiart of a second, than in the eighteen cen- 
turies of v('g{'tation in the olives which 1 lean upon, 
or in the two thousand five hundred years of Solomon’s 
ecdar.s. 

>Sfimr (hfr Urcakfasted, seated on the stops of tlio 

foaiiiain (.»f Siloam. Wrote some ver.si s, tore tliem, and 
cast tlie fragnient.s into the spring. Words are poor 
weapons, 'file most beautiful ver.se.s are tIio.se wliich 
w(‘ caiiiiot expix'ss. The diction of every language is 
iusutlieieiit, and every day tlu^ heart, of man find.s in j 
tile delicacies of diis sentiments, and the imagiiuiTuni 
discovers in the impressions of visible nature, things 
whicli the nioiiUi cannot embody for want of words. 
'Die heart and the thought of inaji are like a mu-sician 
driven to pl.ay iiiHnitely varied music on an organ 
Avliich lias but a few notes. It is more advisalde to be 
silfuit. .Silence is a refined poetry at certain moments. 
It is felt by the soul, and appreciated by (jod. And 
that is enough. 

Saftu? datt ;, — On proceeding again iip the valley of 
Jehoshaphat, 1 passed near tlio sepulchre of .^bsiik.m. 
It is a bl“ek of rock cut in tlie very body of tlie moun- 
tain oi Siloa, attached to the piinntivo rock upon 
which it is based. It is about thirty feet in heiglit, and 
twenty broad on all its side.s. I say so at hazard, for 1 
measure nothing ; the rule is useful only to the archi- 
tect. I ts form is a s(|iiare pedestal, witli a Greek door- 
way in the middle, a Corinthian cornice, with a py iamid 
at the snminit. Tho character is neither Homan nor 
Greek. The effect is solemn, m-'niimcntal, and noved, 
as llie Egyptian inonumonts. Tho Jews b.^d no arclii- 
tecture of their own. They borrowi?d from Egypt, 
Greece, but chiefly, I believe, from India. The key of 
Iho whole is to be found in India ; tlie birth of philo- 
Ropljy jmd ajipears to me to date from there. 

preceded and brought forth Assyria, Chaldea. 
Mesopotamia, Syria ; the great cities of the desert, as 
walbck ; then Egypt ; then the islands such as Crete 


and Cyprus ; then Etruria ; then Romo ; then camo 
night ; and Christianity, fostered at first by the Platonic 
phUo.sophy, afterwards by tlio ignorant barbarism of 
tho middle ages, has given birth to our civilisation and 
modern arts. Wo are young, and liave .scarcely yet 
reached tlie age of virility. A world new in thought, 
in social forms and arts, will spring, probably in a few 
centuries, from the great ruin of the middle ages, which 
wc are promoting. Wo know tliat tlie iiitellectunl 
world hoars its oM'ii fruit, tlio outburst of which will 
be made amidst convulsions and agony; language, 
wTitlen and multiplied by the press, by exciting disen.s- 
sioii, criticism, and iinjuiry, by drawing tho vigour of 
all intcdlects to every point of fact or argument in the 
world, invincibly leads bumaiiity to the ago of reason. 
Revelation will come to all by all. The divine light, 
which is reason and religion, will penetrate through all 
the circles of humanity. A beautiful .book might be 
made of tho history of the divine spirit in the dilferent 
phaso.s of humanity ; the tracing of divinity in man, 
wdieii the religious priindple is found first acting in tho 
earlic.st records of humanity by instineds and blind 
impulses ; thou singing by the voice of poet.-H-, tlie 7 /iCNS 
divinior ; then manifesting itself on the tables of legis- 
lators, or in tlie niy.stcrious initiations of the Indian, 
Egyptian, Ili'braic tlicocracics. When its mythological 
forms, worn out by time, exhausted by the credulity of 
mankind, are cast from the liumari spirit, we see it 
disseminated and taiiglit in the great schools of pliilo- 
sophy in Greece and Asia JMinor, and in the Pythago- 
rean .sects, but seeking in vain for universal symbols, 
until Christianity erubodied all speculative and dLsputed 
truth in those two grand jiractiiral and iiicoiitestible 
truths : adoration of an only God ; charity and good 
will amongst men. Gliri.siia.uity it.sidf, obscured and 
alloyed with errors, like every doctrine rendered ])opu- 
lar by the. credulousness of the ages it hits passed, 
appears di'stined to be itself transformed, to come out. 
more rational and pun? from tin.* load of n)y.steries with 
wl)ic*h it is enveloped, and to unite its diviii(.‘ illumina- 
tions with those of religion.s renson^ which it has been 
the first to generate, and to rai.seso liigh in theJiorizon 
of humanity. 

Same dale, — A little aliove the entrance to the valley 
of Kedron, on tlie north of derusalem, wo traversed 
some fields of .a reddish and more fertile earth, covered 
with a wood of olives. About, live hundri'd paces from 
tlic! city, wo came to the edge of a deep tpiarry, into 
Avliich Avo 'Icscondt'd. On tlie left, a. block of rock, 
prufiLscly sculptured, Ptretched the Avliole breadth of 
the (juarry, and below it Avas a narrow' opening, half 
closed by earth and stones. A man could scarcely 
irasvl into it by creeping. Wo entered it; but as Ave 
had neither steels nor torches, we almost immediately 
coirae out again, and did not visit the interior chamhera ; 
they Avere the sepulchres of the kings. The frieze, 
magnificently scul]itnred, and of beautiful Grecian 
workmansliij), on the exterior rock, .would mark the 
most flourisliing c'poch of tlie arts in Greece for tlii.s 
decoration of the yionumcnts ; yet it perhaps belongs 
to the age of Solomon, for wlio can knoAv what that 
great prince had borroAved from tho genius of India or 
of b'igypt ? 

November 3. — Tho plague, avIucU rages more and 
more in Jerusalt;m and its environs, Avill not alloAV us 
to cuter lletlili'hem, tlio convent and sanctuary of 
Avhicli Aveio closed. Wc mounted our horses, however, 
in tln^ evening, and after traA'ersing it level of about 
tAvo leagues, wliicli extends to tho <‘ast of ocrusaleni, 
Avo arrived upon a height, a short distance from Hcth- 
leiicm, Avhenco we had a complete vicAV of the whole of 
thi‘ little town. We had scarcely seated ourselves, 
w'beii a numerous caA'alcade of Betlileliemite Arabs 
came and reipiested to be presented to me. After the 
ii.sual compHuients,tliey toldino that they Avore deput'd 
to me by the population of Betlileheni, Avitli the prayer 
that I Avould obtain a dimiuuliou of the tribute w hich 
Ibrahim Bucha had laid upon their towm, as they knew 
from report, and the Arabs of Ahougosh their chief, 
tliat Ibrahim Pacha Avas my friend, and would certainly 
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uot refuse if 1 sollcHotl indnlgeuco for them. As the 
Arabs of Bethlehem are th« most detcstublo race in the 
country;, always at war with their neighbours, always 
mahing exactions on the Latin convent of the town, I 
replied to them with gravity, after making them severe 
reproaches for their rapines, “ that 1 would have re- 
spect for their prayer, and would present it to the 
pacha, but only on condition that they respected Euro- 
peans, pilgrims, and especially the convents of Bethle- 
hem and of Saint John in the wilderness ; and that, if 
they pormittt'd the slightest domestic violation with 
regard to theses poor monks, it was the determination 
of Ibrahim to exterminate them to the last man, or to 
drive them into the deserts of Arabia i’etriea.** I 
added, and it seemed to make a lively impression, ‘^that 
if the forces of Ibrahim Ihieliii were insuttieient, the 
jiachas of Europe had decided to come themselv<^s and 
I'educe them to reason.” In the meantime, I engaged 
them to pay the tribute. From that day to the hour 
of my d(‘parture, I had constantly in my suite, in spite 
of all endeavours to dismiss them, a certain iinmber of 
the Bedouin acheiks of Bethlehem, Hebron, and the 
desert of Saint John, who never ceased imploring me 
for the reduction of tribute. 

Wo returned to the eamp in the valley of the Pool of 
Solomon, under the walls of Sion, and received a visit 
from Aboiigosh, who came with liis uncle and brother 
to inquire after our health. I gave him eoffe'o and 
pipi?s,and wo conversed an liour at the door of my tent, 
each seated under an olive-tree. 

Same date . — A courier from Jaffa brought mo letters 
from Europe and Beirout, and juiti tliom into my hands, 
beneath the ram}»t I'is of Jornsahnn. 'I’licse letters rc:- 
assured me as to.the health of my dauglit(;r ; but as she 
added, at the fo(.»t of her mother’s letter, that she was 
resolutely opt)osed to my gfdug into Egypt, at this 
moTnent, T altert'd my route, and eonnt( rmanded iny 
caravan of camels at ELAriseh, determining to return 
by the const of Syria, Wo stniek our tents ; I sent a 
present oi' piastres to th(' convent, besides lohO tliat 
1 had paid for chaplets, relies, maieitixes, .S c, ; and we 
proceeded once more to tlu' wilderness ofSaint John. 

The general aspect of the environs of •I(*rusalem may 
be described in a few words : mountains w’ithout trees, 
valleys withont water, ground without verdure, rocks 
without aw<‘ or gran<.l(!ur ; bhnjks of grey stone pu'veing 
a brittb' soil full of <Taeks ; now' and tlieuafig-tive, and 
a ga/idle <ir jackal orawdiiig I'urtivfdy amojigst the 
inteL‘ftticM;s oi tlio roelts ^ a lew vine plaiits creeping 
over tlie asliy or reddish eurth ; at far distances a 
thicket of pale olives, casting a spetdi of shade dt)W'n the 
pr(?elpitf)uy sides of a hill ; at the horizon a turpentirio 
or Idack carob-trec', standing out, sad and solitary, from 
the ])ln(; sky ; the walls and grey towers of the fortifica- 
tions of tile city, appearing from a distance on the crest 
of Sion: such is the laud. And the sk} ' . pure, clear, 
deep, in which the smalh st cloud never iloats, and whicli 
is lu'ver coloured w'itli tile purple of evening or morn- 
ing, On Uk; sid<i of Arabia, a wide ravine deseonds 
between the black mountains, and •ondnets the eye to 
the dazzling waters of the* Dead Sea, and the blue liori- 
znn of the mountain-poakrj of jMo.vb. Not a. bn atli of 
wind murinuT-s outlie battlements, or among tim dry 
braneh(?s of the oliv(!-tree.s : /lot a bird singir.g, or a 
cricket chirping in tlie hladeb'ss vales ; a coinjilct'', 
petual silence in the city, on the roads, in the /iolds. Such 
was Jerusalem, during all tlr days 'i . t we piissed u-'der ! 
its w Is. i heard but the neighing of the lierses aromid 
our camp, cuafmg at the heat and digging up the lUist | 
soil with t.ieir h i and from time to time the dolei'id i 
cdant ol the imietzlim, crying the hour from fh- top ot 
the ^nIn.aret^ or thr V.aieful lameniations of J'lirkish 
mourners, ..eomi 'mying, in long lik-s, the dead to the 
different cemeteries oofsiue the citv. Jerusalem where 
we go to visit ono sepuhOire, i.’ indeed itself the tolnb 
of ft people, but a tomb withont cypresses, inscriptions, 
or monuments, with its stont'.s broken mid pounded, the 
ashes of whicli seem to cuver tlie Hiirrouiiiling earth 
.Vflfll sorrow, silence, .and sterility. Wu snverai times 
cycB on auitting it, from llio height of 


every emlneneo whence we could still perceive it ; and 
we saw, for the last time, the crown of olives which 
rises on the famous mount, whicli Hoated a long time in 
the horizon, after we had lost sight of the city, gradually 
Hunk into the sky, and finally disappeared, like the pale 
flowers which aro cast into a grave. 

Novortheless, we must again return there ; but, alas ! 
no more with the same sentiments, no more to w'eep 
over tho miseries of others, but there to groan for our 
own woes, and to shed tears for oui'selvcs, on that laud 
which has already drunk up and dried so many. 

Yesterday 1 had fixed my tent in a rocky field, where 
a few trunks of knotty and stunted olives were 
standing, under the walls of Jerusalem, soino hun- 
dreds of pacifs from tho tower of David, a little above 
the fountain of Siloam, which still trickles down the 
worn flags of its grotto, and not far from the tomb ol 
tho poet-king, who has so rejii'atedly sung of it. Thcj 
high and black terraces whicli formerly sustained the 
Temple of Solomon, arose on ray left, crowned by the 
three blue cupolas, ;:ud tlie light and airy colonnades of 
tho Mosque of Dinar, wliicli now hovers over tho ruins 
of the Templo of Jt'hovah. The city of Ji'nisalom, 
ravaged by the plague, was iiuiiulated with the rays of 
a dazzling siin, ndli'Cti'il upon its thousand doim's, its 
white niavbloH, its gilded buvers, and its wallsi, polislnsl 
by centuries and tlie salt winds of the lake Asphalt iib's. 
No noise arose from its expanse', mute and mournfid as 
tlie bed of ono in the last ag<niy ; its ivido gates wen? 
op{'!i, :iiid tln.'re ivere S(.'<'n, from 1 ime to time, tlu^ w iiite 
turban and red maurle of tlie* Arab stddicr, a useless 
watelier at. these (leserted gates. Nolhing e'litt'red, 
notliingeame out ; the morning breeze alom.^ raisiMltbo 
dust on the roads, and deluded us, for a meiin'ut, witJi 
the id(*n. of a earavan; but wlien ibe gust of wind was 
past, when it bad died away, whistling over the battlo- 
incn.ts of the lower of ibe I’isans, or tin.' three pahn- 
fr<*es of the bouse ol (. aia]>l!:e., the dust fell, tli'‘ desert 
reappeared, and tlie ^ te})ot' no <‘amel or mule sounded 
on. tho stonesoftlieroafl. ( )nly,e.v('ry quarti'rof an hour, 
the d<\ad W'hom tho jilagiie bad ean ird etf were brought 
out, borne by two naked slavc'^, on a littr r, to the tombs 
scattered] all ai'oimd us. bioiuelimes a long train ef 
Tin'ks, Arabs, Aiinoniaiis, Jews,aeeejrqianietl the dead 
body, and detili'd amongf-t tlie (dive trunks, siiiglug, aiel 
afterwards i'etiiro(.'d, w iili slow st(']>s, and in silence, into 
the city. Ibit most I’refpu'ntly llie (k'ad W(>re broughi; 
out singly ; and when the two slav(> ; had seeojied out a 
few liands’ lu'i'udlli of th(.^ sand or earth, ami laid (ho 
plague-body in its last Ix'd, tlioy sat down upon tlie 
barrow they bad just raised, divided betwc.'eu them 
the' ruiiiieiu of the d(‘fimct ; and, lighting tln'ir long 
pire^, smoked in sihuKX', looking at*tl'.c smoko fioni 
the., rhibomjiic.s inoimtiiig in a light him* column, and 
grjux'fully losing itself in tho linqud and tr.aiispareiit; 
air ef the.so autumnal days. At my feet, tlu^ valk’v of 
Jelmshaphai streteln-d lik(.^ a vast sf'pulchre ; tim 
draine 1 Kedrou pl.iughrd it wiih ;i white la nt, all scat- 
ter’.. I with largo Hints, and tin; sides of the two liiJIs 
which hem it w'ore all blanched witli tin* tombs and 
sculptured turbans, the nsiml moimmeni .softhe Mosleins. 
A. btlle to the rigid, the hill of Olives sank, and gave 
flight to tinv horizon expanding beyond tlio chains of 
naked mountains of Jericho and Saint-Saba, sprink](xl 
I with volcanic oone.s ; the eyi; tiiriK'd tliero of its owu 
I accord, attraoti'd by tlio a/uro and .sil v(;ry brightness 
of the I>ead Sea, W'hich shone at the foot of tliese luouu- 
taiiis; and behind all, Hk; bine mouidaias of Arabia 
Petra.'a bounded tho horizon. But bounded is not the 
wmrd, fiir the.s(j mountains appcaia'd tran.sjinrent as 
crystal ; and we saw, or Ix.'liifved we saw, far biyt^n^'j 
an indistiuet, and imdefincd horizon still stiadching, and 
fb.ating in tho a in hi nt vapours of a purple and ceru- 
lean-tint^ ■ I atmosphere. 

V. s inuUday, tho hour in which the muetzllnx 
watches tlie siiii tVotri the highest galh'iy of tho niiuii- 
ret, and cliants the tinu'and prayer; a living, animated 
voice, feeling w'liat it says and sing.s — much superior, iu 
my opinion, to tho unconscioiiB sound of tho bellO of cur 
cathedrals. My Arabs had given barley, ia tMtcks o* 
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poat-Iiaif /to my hol*ses, tolheved at intervals round my ourselves tins Ratification, wo must, in a certain 
tent with iron-rings about their legs. These beautiful degree, be musicians or poets ; but who is not so ^ 
and ti’actable animals were motionless, tlicir lieads Antar, at once the hero and the poet of the wander- 
drooping, and overshadowed by tlioir long thick manes, ing Arab, is little known by us — we know his history 
and their grey skin.s shining and steaming under the imperfectly — wo are ignorant even of the precise date 
rays of a perpendicular sun. Tlie men had collected of his existence. Some learned persons assert that lio 
themselves under the shade of the largest of the olive- lived in the sixth century of our era. Local traditions 
tretjs ; they had stretched on tlie earth tlieir Damascus carry hiiri back much farther. Antar, according to tlio 
nuits, and were smoking, whilst relating to each otlicr traditions gathered in part from his poem, wa.s a negro 
tale.s of the de.scrt, or singing the verses of Antar. slav<', who obtained his liberty by his exploits and 

Antar, that sample of tlm wandering Amb, at once virtues, .and gained his mistrc.ss Abla by Jove and 
a sheplierd, warrior, and poet, who lias described tlie heroism. The poem of Antar is not, like that of llomeri 
wliole desi-rt ui national poetry, epic as Homer, plain- written entirely in verso ; it is in poetic prose, of tho 
live as Job, amorous as Theocritus, philosophic as purest and most; classical Arabic, intermingled with 
^Solomon I His verses, whieli sootbe or stimulate tho verses. What is a singularity in this poem, is, that the 
imagination of the Arab as iniicli as the drugged smoko portion Avritteu in prose is infinitely superior to tlie 
of the hookah, W(;re re-echoed in guttural soimdsby the lyrical fragments which are interspersed. The poetic 
animated group of sais ; and when the poet liiid accu- part pu’c-sents the far-fidchedness, affectation, and stylo 
rat(‘ly or strongly toiiclu-d the sensitive chord of these of literature in its decline. ; on the contrary, nothing is 
men, so savage and yet so lively in their impressions, more simple, more natural, and more truly inipassloncd, 
a sliglit murimir from tlieir lijis was licard ; tliey than the recitative. All tlu* Ai*ab jioetry, ancient or 
clasped their liaiuls, I’ai.stal them above their ear.s, and, modern, that 1 have read, particijiates more or less in 
bowing tlieir lu'ads, exclaimed, Allah ! Allah ! Allali !” thi.s niif‘oi*tiinat(‘ far-fetelied tone of thought distiiiguish- 
AfU'i’warils, the recolIe(*tion of ln)ura tlms ])assed in able in tho poetry of Antar ; iftliei'cj is no play on words, 


hearing thests verses, wliich I. was not aide to under 
stand, induced me to sia'k with care for some fragments 
of the popular Arab poems, and especially of the 
heroic poem of Antar. I succeeded in obtaining a 
certain number, and I liad them translated by my dra- 
goman during tlie winter evmiings 1 spent (ui. fjolianon. 
! myself begun to umlei’stand a little Arabic, but not 
.siiOleient. to re.ad ; my iiiterjireter traiislat<'d portions 
of tile poem info oomruon Italian, and 1 aft-uwards 


i»(,-re i.s at h‘ast tho play on ideas and images, more 
fitted to amuse the mind than touch the heart. Art 
re«[uires ages to arrive at th(! simple and sublime ex- 
pre.ssioii of uatare. With tho Arabs, ver.se.s are but an 
ingenious medium for trilling with their minds or their 
feelings. I except soni’' religious poems, writtiui about 
thirty years ago by a Maronito bisliop of JMount Leba- 
non. J. poss(?ss sonir fraginent.s of them worthy tlio 
plac’es which in.spin d them, and tho sacred sulijccts to 


l^mder(^d them, word for word, into French. T pro- wliich this pious anchoriio exidnsively consecrated his 
,serv.‘ these poetical essays, utterly unknown in Europe, inaseiiline genius. These religions poems are more 
ainl 1 shall insert tlu'in at the mid of this book. We .st'C solemn, and move from the s jul, than any of that sort 
from tinsn that ]iortry is oi all places, of all tiim's, and 1 know in Fur()]><‘ ; something of tin* accent of dob, tho 
(»t all givules (tf civilisation. grandeur of S<iloiiion, and llic melancholy of David, 

The poem of Antar is, ns 1 have said, tho national remains in them, 
jtoc.try of the wandering Arab — it is the lioiy hook of 1 regivt lliat no cxperiencml orlentnlist. has frans- 
his imagination. How many times iiasm ( semi groui'S lated tor ns the whole of Antar ; it wt-uld be better 


of Arabs, sealt'd eross-!''gged j’omid tho tire of the 
bivoune, stretching their necks, li.^Leiiing with attmitive 
ears, fixing tlu.ir iiery eyes noon their companion, who 
was ju'citing to iliem .some passage.s of tiicse admirable 
jn-iiduetions, whilst n eioud of smoko rksiug from their 
pipes, ibrmeil nhov(.‘ their heads ;m obscuring fantastic 
atmosplu're, and the horst.s, leaning tlu'ir Inads upon 
them, seemed also attentive to the cadcnced voiia; 
of tlio speaker! 1 nse<l to seat myself not far from 


than a hook of fi’avels. for nothing represi'ut.s nianm-rs 
so well as a jtoem. It would invkpu'ate also our own 
inspiral ions, by the novel idt'us which Antar has drawn 
froTM his solitndes ; furlln rmore, it would boamusingas 
Ariosto, afibeting as Tasso. 1 do not doubt tlmt tbo 
Italian pot'lry of Ario.sto and Tasso is twin-sister of tho 
Ara])ic]'.> ‘try : the saiin* allianco of ide as tliat produced 
the Alhaiuhra, Sf'villr, (Irenada, and some of oiir cathe- 
drals, gave birth to Thr Jrnhsalon, and the charming 
;io. Ant ar is tnoi’e i iiteresting 


tlie circle and also listen, altlioiigli 1 did not c»»nipre- dramas of the po(d of lb ^ 

bend ; yet 1 foniprehended tin; sunnd of tin* voices, tiio | than Thr, TJif'tnmnd and One A’////-' A'*, beeanso Ito is less 
play of the feat « res, tlie slmdderiiiga ot the ainbiHrs , , marvellous. Tlu; whole interest is drav nfiunn tho Iminan 
.1 kiK'w that it wa.s poetry, nod I imagined for inys<‘lf heart, and tlie true or probable advtMilnres of thi' hero 
alfecrtiing, dramatic, and wondrous acti(»iis, whiidi 1 and his lov(;r. '.riie English have . 01 .almost eompleto 
ri.’cited to myself. Jt is thus thatoii lu-aring mehniiou.s translation of this dolkdif fill jxvan ; wo possess but a 
or impassioiieil inusie, 1 tbiiik they are woials i bear, Aw beautiful fr; gnients, scattered in our literary re- 
fer tho poetry of tuiuTnl language reveals and utters views. The reader \vi!l scarcely perci ive, iutheimper- 
to me the poetry of written language. Is it, indeed, feet vi'r ieii ]»laced at tlio t ud of this book, the admirable 
neces.sary b) speak every tiling? .1. have nevi r reml 
poetry comparable witli that poetry which I heard in 
tlie, to me, unintelligible language of t.he.se Arah.s — tho 
iinaginatiou always surpassing the r(;alil y. I liiougbt 
the priinitivo and patriarchal jioetry the descud was 
open to my understanding ; I saw ; he camel, the horse, 
tho gazelle ; I saw the oasis raising its palm top.j of 
yellow green above the iraniense plains of tho desert, 
the combats of warriors, and tho young Arab inauleiis 
captured and rescued in tho strife, and recognising of tlio I’arthenon, but at tho same time tho softness, 
their lovers in tlnur champions. This reminds nu’ that gentleiK'ss, and graceful languor of the Asiatic w'oinon, 


beauties of the o’liginak 

A. few p:ic<'s from where I sat, a. young Tui'kisU 
fcniah' uas w<'eping for her hnsbaiid over one of those 
little nuMininents of white stone, with which all the 
eminences round J('i*iisalem are sprinkled. She ap- 
peared scarcely eighteen or twimty years old, and I 
m*ver beheld so ravishing an image of grief. Her pro- 
file, which her veil ihrowii back permitted mo to see, 
luul the ' xquisite outlines of the most beautiful heads 


1 have always had more pleasure in reading a fon Jgu 
poet in a dcteshiblo mean translation than in the origi- 
nal itself; because the most divine original always 
leaves something to desire in the expression, and the 
bad translation indicates but the thought, the poetic 
design ; because the imagination itself illustrating tliF 
design with words which it finds as trauspareni as the 
nW, enjoys a perfect satisfaction of its own creation. 
Hui tliougfit being b()unilles.s, it conceives ir, so in tho 
^‘'tprcssioii — tho delight is thus also boundless. To give 


a beauty much more feminine, much more voluptuous, 
a.ul fascinating to the heart, tlian the severe and mas- 
culine beauty of tho Hi'ociau statues; with liair of a 
bronzed and gilded blonde, a colour much e.stccmed in 
this land of the sun, of which it is, as it wore, a true 
rcfleetion. Her hair, shook loose from her h< ad, fell 
around her, and literally swept tlu' ground ; her breast, 
was entirely uncovereil, according t<» tlio cu.stoni of 
feiuah'S in this part of Arabia ; ami when she stooped to 
embrace the turban, or to put her ear to tho tomb, her 



two naked nipples touched the oartli) and left their Greek monks chanting the psalms on tlieir solitary 
print in the dust, like the mould of the lovely hi'east of terraces, tho sacred and IjTical poetry of ages of eutiui- 
the buried AtaJa, which the sand of tho sepulchre still siasm and religious renovation ; and I, meditating in 
delineated, in the bt^autiful epic of M. dc* Chateaubriand, my tent and reviewing historical facts, or tho tiioughts 
She had sti'ewed with all sorts of flowers the tomb and of all tho earth, tho poetry of philosophy and medita- 
the earth around ; a handsome carpet of Ihimascus was tioii, the offspring of an era in which mankind studies 
. stretched under her knees ; on the carpet there were and reasons on itscilf, even in the songs with w'hicli it 
some vases of flowers, and a basket filled with figs and amuses its hnsure houi*s. Sueli is all past poetry ; but 
barley cakes ; for slie had to j)ass the entire day thus what will he the future ? 

mourning. A hole liollowed in the earth, and wliich November 4. — We ])iisscd the evening and the night 
was judged to correspond with the ear of tho dt*ad, at the convent of Saint Jolin, to take leave of the excel- 
served to convey her voice towards that other world, lent monks, whom we shall certainly never forget; tlio 
in which he was at rt'st whom slie came to visit. Sli recollection of humble and unmixed virtues remains iu 
stooped every moment towards this opening ; she sang the soul, like tho perfumed odours of a temple. We 
some w'ords mingled w'ith sobs ; then she placed her ear gaA^e to these good fathers an alms, scarcely sufficient 
as if slie w^aited tho answer ; and again commenced to to indemnify them for the expenses wo had occasioned 
sing and weep as before. 1 attempted to get at the them ; they thought nothing of tluj peril we had caused 
meaning of the w'orda that she thus murmured, which them to run ; they hogged mo to recommend them to 
reached me where I sat ; but my Arab dragoman couM tho terrible protection of Abougosli, whom I was to see 
not catch or render them. Howl regnt it! IIow’ again at J<?remiah. We dt-'p-'iided before day liglit, in 
many secixds of love and grief, liowmaiiy sighs expres- order to avoid the importunity of tho Hedouins of fictli- 
sivo of the whole life of two souls torn from ea<*h other, leliem ami of the desert of Saint John, who eontiime<l 
thcs(i broken sentences drowned in t('ai*s must have to follow' me, and began even to use menaces, liy eight 
contained! Oh! if any thing could rouse the dead, it iu tlu; morning, we had cleared tho high mountains 
would bo such words lisped by such a mouth ! which artj toj^pi'd by the tomb of tho IMaccahecjs, and we 

Tw'o yards from this ieiiiaU^, under a piece of black were seated under tlie fig-trees of Jer<’miah, smoking a 
cloth attached to two reeds stuck in tlic earth, by way pipe and taking coftec w ith Abougosh, bis uncle, and 
of a parasol, her two young clnklreii were playing his brothers. Al)oug(»sh Ioad(Ml me with fresh marks 
with tlu'ce black Abyssinian slaves, seated like their of iv'gard and kindness ; ho oflerod me a horse, which I 
mistress on the saml, which was covered by a carpet, reiused, not wiKhing to make him any present rnysi’H', 
These thre<; women, all young and beautiful also, in tlie because it would have seemed an acknowliidgmimtof tlic 
.slender shapes ami atpiiliue ]»roliIes of the negroes of tribute wliicdi he ordinarily ini))oses on pilgrims, and 
Abyssiiii.'i, were gr -uped in diflerent attitude's, like from which Jbndiim has cmaiicipated tiuni. T placed 
three statues taken from a single block. One of them muk:r his protection the monks of Saint .John, Heth- 
liad her knee on the ground, ami held on tho other lehem, ami .Jerusalem. J knew afterwards that he had 
one of tlie chibln'ii, w lie was strotcliing out its arms in fact gone to deliver tlusii from the outrages of the 
towards its W'ecj)iiig mother. Tin; second ha<l lier two Bedouins of tlie desert ; he liad little idea, doubtless, 
legs folded under In r, and Iier two hands clasped, when f asked liis protection for some poor Frank monks 
lilic the Magdak'ue of Canova, upon her blu(‘ apron. exil(;<l to his mountains, tliat t'iglit mouths afterwanls 
'.riie tliinl w'as sfanding leaning a little over her eomjia- he sliould have to implore minis for the frei-doin of his 
iiions, and moving her body frrnn si(J(' to side, cradled in own brother, carried captive to Damaseus, and that I 
her bosom the most infantine of tbc cliildrisn, wliich she should be fortunate enough to be of .service to him iu 
in vain strove to lull to slumber. When tlie sobs of the my turn. Having drunk eoflbe and refrcslied our 
youthful widow were heard by tile oliildreii, they began hor.scs, wo started, escortisl by the whole pojmlalion of 
to cry, and the three .slaves, resjiomliiig with a bigh to .Jeremiali, ami proceeded ln'yond Uamla, to encamp in a 
tin* grief (>f their mi.strcs.s, coiniiiema.'d .singing the superb olive W'ooil wJiieli surrou mis tliat town. Worn 
monotonous airs of their country to .'i})pcaso the cJiil- out with fatigue, and witliout provisions, we asked ho.s- 
dren. jiitulity from the monks of the convmit of tin; Holy Land ; 

It was a Sunday ; two hundred yards from me, within they ref u.sed us as infected persons, wliich w'o iniglit 
tlie thick and l')fty walls of .Jerusalem, 1 heard is-suing very easily have been. Wo did without supper there- 
in gusts, the distant and feeble cchors of tlic vespers fori*, and we slept to tho noise of the st.'a-breeze ru.stling 
fnnn the cupola of the (ireek Convent, 'flic hymns amongst tlic bramdies of the olive-trees, ft was hero 
and psalms of David arose after three thousand yt-ars, that the Virgin, .Saint Josc})h, and tlv! Infant, }>assed 
sung by foreign voices ami in a new Uingue, upon the the mglit iu the fields, in tlie flight to JCgypt. This 
same hills wliich had in.spired them ; ;iml 1 saw on the recollection sweetened our coucli. 

terraces of the convent some old monks moving abom, Dcparteil from Baiiila at six In tlie morning, and 
with their breviuric.s in their Iiamis, and iiniUoriiig came to brea..fabt at .Jafla, with IM. Damiani. The day 
those prayers, now' repeated through .so many age.s, in was passed in resting oursedves, and jireparing provi- 
diflerent languages ami inctre.s. sions to return into Syria by the coast.^ 

And 1 wa.s there also to .sing all these things ; to study ISolhing can ho more deliglitfiil than travelling in a 
history at its cradle ; to discover It its .source the caravan when tlio lamlscupe i.s hcaiitiful, when tho 
imkmnvn stream of a civilisation ami a religion; to hontes, freshened by rest, inarch briskly over a linn a ii<l 
inspire my^cU’ with the genius .pf the JocaJities, ami the sandy soil; when the scenc.s vary and quickly succeed 
hidden .si nsi; of histories ami monuments, iijion tnu.se each otlier ; when the sea, above all tliing.s, rolls at yom* 
spots w’heiic.t; tln^ modern world took its departure ; and hor.ses’ feet, and semis to your clujck the fresh brcc/ - 
to foster w'iil I a wisdom imvrc real, and a philosophy from its roiling waves, or dashes upon yon sandy flakes 
more li uthful, tlie s.oktnm au'l rcfl< c.tivo poetry of the of foam. This pleasure wo experienced in .skirting the. 
epoch t which we live. charming gulf whicli separates Caypha from Acr‘‘. 

This scefte, throw ri by liazard Iieforc my eyes, and . The desert formed by tlio plain of Zabulon was con- 
remember-d a.s on of my tliousaiid impi'cssioiis tlu> | ccaled on the right by the thickets of tall reeds, and by 
niy travels, presented me with almost the \vhole Jie palm-trccs, wliich separate tho strand from tho 
pijrpo.ses and pliases <jf every ))f)eti y. The three black country'. Wt trod a route of white and fine sand, con- 
bhives lulling .i»e ekiMren witli tlie artle.ss and infaiitiho tinually watered by tlie waves briiakiiig upon it. 'fh<’ 
songs of their eountry, was the pastoral and imitative gulf, shut in on the east by tho lofty point of the capo 
jioctry of the iniancy ot nations; the young Turkish of burnt (^armcl sunnounted by its iiioiia.stery, and 
widow weeping for her Iiusband, with songs ami sub.s, the west by the white walls of St Jean d’Aci’o in ruins, 
the elegiac and impassionod poetry, tlm poetry of the vcHombled a vast lake, on which the smallest vessel.'^ 
h<»ar^,; ,.]ft,e Ai'iih soldiers, and moukres, reciting the 

iragiijcnts of Antiir, the eyiic and +[ 1*110 author me.vns that ho Is now returning northwatdtjuli^uS 

voi iiomatlo or conquering races; the the couat of the Mediterranean. 3 
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jiiight sport with impunity. It is not so, however ; the Abdallah deserved this treatment for his ;bravery. 
coast of Syria, every where dangerous, is most so in the Shut up in Acre with 3000 Turks, ho resisted lor a 
trulf of Cuypha; the ships which take refuge there,! year the whole of tho Egyptian hind and sea forces, 
and cast anchor on its bottom of soft saud, in order to ! The fortune of Ibrahim, like that of Napoleon, vacil- 
escape a tempest, arc frequently thrown on the coast ; lated before this 3'ock. If the Gr.and Signior, in vain 
sad and picturesque wrecks proved this too well ; the solicited by' Abdallah, had sent him a few thousand 
entire shore is bordered with the hulks of vessels buried men at the proper time, or had even sent to the Syrian 
in the sand; some of them yet show their broken prow, coiists two or three of those fine frigates which were 
where sea-bii’ds build their nests; others have only, uselessly lying at anchor before tlie pavilions of the 
their masts out of the sand, whicli, motionless and leaf- : Bosphorus, Ibrahim had been repulsed ; he would have 
less, resemble those funeral crosses which we plant on retreated into Egypt, convinced of the iinpotcncy of his 
the ashes of tliosc who are no more. A lew of them rage. But the IVu’te was faithful to its system of fatai- 
havo even their rigging yet lianging on the masts, but ism ; it permitted the ruin of its pacha to be acconi- 
rotted with the salt vapour from the sea. The Arabs pHshed. The bulwark of Syria was overthrown, and 
do not meddle with these ruins of shipwrecked vessels ; the Divan awoke not from its torpor before it \vas too 
tim(j and the winter tempests are required to complete late. Iluwt.wer, Mahomet- Ali wrote to his general to 
their destruction, or the sand to cover them up". return ; but he, a man of courage and enterprise, de- 

We saw there, as in the other gulfs of Syria, how the tcTmined to test to the uttermost the weakness of tho 
Ai’abs take fish. A man holding a small unfolded net sultan and his own fortune. lie advanced. Two bril- 
above his head ready for casting, advances some paces liant victories, weakly disputed, that of Homs in Syria, 
into the sea, and chooses an hour and place at which and that of Konia in Asia Minor, rendered him abso- 
the sun is behind liim, ainl throws its light upon the lute master of Arabia, of Syria, and of all those king- 
water without dazzling him. He waits until the waves, doms of Poutus, Bithynia, and Cappadocia, which at 
hf?:iped and rising upon each other, break on the ledge present compose Cararaania. The Porte might yet 
or the sand. He observes, vvith a piercing and prae- iiave cut off his retreat, and, disembarking troops in 
tised eye, wdicther the wave carries any lisli with it, his rear, have retaken possession of flic towns and pro- 
and he throws his net at the very moment it breaks, vinccs where he could not leave sufficient garrisons; a. 
and would drag back what it brings by its reflux. The body of 0000 men thrown into the defiles of Taurus 
net falls, the wave retires, and tint fish remain. It and Syria had imprisoned Ibrahim amidst his victories, 
requires the w'cather to be a little rough to pursue this and made prey of him and his army. The Turkish 
sort of fishing on the coast of Syria; when the sea is fleet was infinitely more numerous than that of Jbra- 
ealni, the fisher discovers norhing ; it is when tho wave him, or rather the Porte had an immense and inagni- 
risos to the sun that it becoin<.*s trails} lannit. ficeiit fleet ; Ibraliim had only two or three frigaies. 

Tho infected odour of battle-fields announced to us But from tlie commencement of the campaign, Kalil- 
the neighbourhood of Acre; we were not more than a Pacha, a young man of elegant manners, tlie favourite 
quarter of an hour from its walls. It is a heap of of the sultan, and named by him Capitan-Paclia (High 
ruins ; the domes of tlie mosques arc full of holes, th Admiral), had retired from the seas before the small 
embatfh (1 walls are breached witli iiiiinonse gai»s, and force of tho Egyptian; I had seen him ivitli my own 
the towers have fallen into tlie liarbour. It liad just eyes quit tlie harbour of Rhodes, and shut himself up 
endured a year’s sicgi*, and been taken by assault by in the road of Marmorizza, uiion the coast of Cara- 
Ibrahiin’s 40,000 soldiers. mania, at the botioni of the Hulf of Maori. Once 

The politics of }) 00 })lc in the east are ill under- entered with his ships into tin's jiort, the entrance of 
stood in Europe. We imagine them to have designs, wliieli is singularly narrow, Ibraliim, with two vessels, 
W'hen they are but 'ja})rices; plans, 'wheu they are but could prevent him coming out. He, in fact, came out 
j)assious ; and to look to a future, when to-day and to- no more, and all winter, when tlie military operations 
morrow embrace tlie whole foresight. We* have pt*r- were the most important and decisive on the coasts of 
ceiveil, iiitlie aggression of Mahomet- vVli, a premeditated Syria, Ibrahim’s fleet alone appeared in those seas, and 
and long progressive ambition ; it was but the seduction carried bim, without obstacle, reinlorcenients and iiiu- 
of foi’tnne, which, from one stej) to another, led him nitions ol wax*. But, however, Kalil-Pacha wits neither 
almost involuntarily to shake the throne of his master, a traitor nor a coward ; but thus go tlui affairs of a 
and to conquer lialf his empire; afresh opportunity people who reinaiu lethargic when .all is in motion 
may carry him still farther. around them. The fortune of nations lies in their 

The quarrel tiriginated in the following manner: — ; genius; the genius of the Ottomans now trembles be- 
Abdallah, Pacha of Acre, a young inconsiderate man, ! fere that of the weakest of their pachas. The rest ot 
raised to the pachalLk by a caprice of favour or hazard, the campaign, wdiich recalls that ot Alexander, is w^ell 
had revolted against the Graud Signior; being over- known, llirahim is iiicontestibly a hero, and Maho- 
come, lie bad soliciti'd tho protection of the Pacha of met- Ali a great man ; Init all their fortune rests upon 
Egypt, who secured his pardon from the Divan.* Ab- their ow'ii twm heads: take away these two rneii, and 
dallah, soon forgetting tho gratitude wliich he ow’od to there is no more an E:jy}it or an Amb empire, there 
Mahomet, rcjfused to execute certain conditions sw’orn arc no longer M^*cabees tor Islaniisni, and the East 
to in the jicriod of his misfortunes. Ibrahim marched will return to the West, by that invincible law ot nature 
to coerce liim ; lio found at Acre an unexpected resis- which gives empire to inteUigenc< 

tance; his anger w'as roused; he demanded from his li^ame date. — The sand which borders the Gulf of 
father fresh troops, wdiich w'cre sent, and they were Acre hecaiiic more and more revolting. We began to 
also repulsed. Mahomet- Ali gvew tired, and recalled perceive the bones of men, horses, and camels, scat- 
his son ; but Ibrahim resisted, and declared his inten- tered on the beaeli, whitening in the sun, and washed 
tion of dying under the walls of Acre, or of reducing it by the foam of the Avaves. At every step these mourn- 
to the power of his father. Ho at Icngtli broke ojuni ful relies multiplied before our eyes. The whole strand 
the gates of the town, at a gix*at sacrifice of men. was covered w ith them, and the noise of ^ur horscr.’ 
Abdallah, being taken prisoner, prepared liimsclf for feet disturbed bands of wild dogs, hideous jackals, and 
death; Ibrahim sent for him to his tent, and h.v. 'ng I birds of prey, engaged for the last two months in gnaw- 
addressed to him a few hitter sarcasms, dispatched hmi [ i:ig the remains of the horrible feast, which the cannon 
to Alexandria. Instead of the bow-string or the .sabre, of Ibrahim and Abdallah had made ready for them. 
Mahornet-Ali sent him his own horse, made him enter Some dragged in their flight the limbs of men, otlu rs 
in triumph, seated him by lua side on the divan, co*n- those of horses ; and some eagles, perched on the bony 
pliniented him on his valour and fidelity to the sultan, heads of camels, rose at our approach with envag‘'d 
and gave him a palace, slaves, and large revcJiues. cries, and hovered, spite of our musket -sliots, over 
[This is another use of the word divan. It hero ropresents their disgusting prey. The high grass, the reeds, and 
theeupremopiivy-coiincilof the sultan, and tho excoutivoor^on ll><^ shrubs of the shore, were equally strewed witu 
of the Ottoman government.] these wrecks of men and animals. But war was not 
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ttie B!^6 CBUSe of this dcstmictioo. The typhus fever, 
which had desolated Acre for several months, finished 
what arms had spared ; there scarcely iHiniained twelve 
OP fifteen hundred persons in a town containing from 
twelve to fifteen thousand souls, and every day they 
threw from tlie walls, or into the sea, fresh eorpses, 
which the waves cast on the shores of the gulf, or the 
jackals dragged amongst the hushes. AV c went as far 
as the eastern gate of this unfortunate town. The 
atmosphere was not respirable ; we entered not, hut 
turning to the right along the batt(;rod walls on wliicli 
some slaves were at work, we traversed the field of 
battle in its whole extent, from the walls of the tosvn 
to the country jjouso of tlie pachas of Acre, built in the 
middle of the plain, nearly two liours’ distance from 
the sea-side. On approaching this house, which had a 
spltmdid appearance, Hanked with elegant kiosks of an 
Indian architecture, we saw long furrows a little di^eper 
than those which the plough maJies in our strong soils. 
They were stretched over a space half a league long, 
and nearly as broad, and the ground thrown up was 
one or two feet above the level of the earth. It was 
the site of Ibrahim’s camp, and the tomb of 15,000 
men, whom he had caused to bo buried in these .sepul- 
chral trenches. Wo m.arched a long time with much 
labour over this soil, which covered with a slight layer 
so many victims of the ambition and waywardness of 
the thing they call a hero. 

We urged our horses forward, their hoofs clashing 
every moment against the dead bodies, and crusliing 
the bones which the jackals bad disinterred, and we 
proceeded to encamp about an hour's inarch from this 
dismal spot, iii a chai*rair."r part ot* tlie plain, watered 
bya running stream, oveisliadowed with jialms, oranges, 
and lemons, and out of reach of the ])reczo from Acre, 
or its pervading exhalations. This grove, thrown like 
an oasis amidst the nakedness of the plain of Acre, had 
been planted by the preceding pacha, the successor of 
the famous Djezzar-Pacha. 8omc poor Arabs, shel- 
tered in huts of earth and mud, furnished ns with 
oranges, eggs, and chickens. We slept there. 

On the following day, A I. de Laroycro could scarcely 
rise from his mat and mount his horse; his members, 
benumbed by pain, were tortured by theleast movement. 
He felt the first .symptoms of the typhus, which his me- 
dical science taught him to distinguish better than w'C 
could. But the place oifering us neither an abode nor 
resources ti> restore? an inviilid, we liasteiu'd to remove 
from it h(;foro the malady iu caino more .serious, and 
W’o w'cnt fifteen leagues from there to .sl(iC'[> in the plain 
of Tyre, on the bunks of a riwiv shaded by immense 
reeds, not far from an isolated ruin, which seemed to 
belong to tlie era of the crusades.* The motion and 
lieat had relieved M. dc Laroyere. AVu lai«l Iiiin under 
tlie tent, and went to shoot the wild ducks and geese, 
which rose in clouds from the baidis of the river. We 
killed us many of tliese birds as suHicod for our .vhole 
caruvuii. 

^ On the following day wo met on tlie sca-shore — a de- 
lightful s])ot, slia<icd by inariiiu cedai% and magnificent 
plane-tnys — a I’urkish aga, who w^as returning from 
Mecca w ith a numerous suite of m<^n and iiorses. We 
established onrs«dv(’s beneath a tree near the fountain, 
at a little distance fi\.m the tree uinier which the aga 
was breakfasting. His slaves were walking his horses 
about. 1 was struck with the symniciry and light stop 
ol a young Arab stallion, of pure breed, f iii.;truct<.?d 

f 

" bamartinerloca not deem to l<avo entered, 

id now a poor .siaall tov. o, f-ituated on a low promontory project- 
ing into the sea. It was by Mr Stephens, who thus 

of it. “ ()• the extreme cjid of alotiv. low, sandy isthmus, wiiiel- 
seems to have crawled out as .'ar u.. it coul.l, stands the faHert 
city of Tvre, «x*minK v Oi- ta .ee, to rest on the hosom of the 
Bca. A T urkish .soldier was sta.e aw ! at the «:.te. I entered, under 
an arch so low that ii wa* to stooj) on the Imc k of my 

horse, and passed tlirotjgh dark and narrow streets, shcitereil by 
mats stretched over tho bazaars from the scoroJiing heat of a 
Syrian sun, A single fhhing-boat was lying in the harbour of 
« tho crowning city, whoso merchants were princes whose 
tho honourable of tho earth.’ " j ' 


my dragoman to enter Into conversation about him vrith 
the aga. We sent him, by way of presents, some o£ 
our provisions, and a pair of pistols, and ho presented 
us in return with a Persian yatagan. I ordered my 
horses to bo paraded before him, to lead the conversa- 
tion in a natural manner to that topic. We succeeded 
in that object, but the difficulty was to make the pro- 
position that he sliould sell his horse to me. My dra- 
goman informed him that one of my companions was 
so ill, that ho could not get a horse of a sulticiently easy 
ptice to carry him. The aga then said, that he had 
one upon whose back he could drink a cu]) of coffee at 
full gallop, witliout letting fall a iirop. This was the 
beautiful animal whicli I had admired, and which I 
ardently longed to possess for my wife. After a long 
circumlocution, we finislied by striking a bargain, and 
I carried off' the liorsc, which I called El Kantara, in 
memory of the place and tho fountain whore I liad 
purchased him. I got on him that very moment to 
complete the rest of the journey. I never hestrodo an 
animal of such easy motion. 1 felt neither the ehistic 
movement of his shoulders, nor tho treading of his hoof 
upon the roek, nor the slightest pull of his head on tho 
rein. Raising his feet like a gazelle from his promi- 
nent chest, one Juight have believed it was a bird, sus- 
taining itself on its wings, and skimming the ground, 
lie was swifter also than any Arab horse 1 tried him 
against. His colour was a pearly grey. I gave him 
to iny wife, wlio would never mount any other during 
our sojourn in the East. 1 will always regret this 
finished creature. H(j was born in Khorassaii, and 
was only live years old. 

In the evening, we arrived’ at Solomon’s Well. On 
the morrow, early, we entered Saide, tho ancient Sidon, 
e.K'-ortcd by the J-'ranks of llie town and the sons of M. 
Giraudin, our excellent viec-eonsul at Saide. AV'e found 
also at Saido M. (’otUifago, whom we had known at 
Nazareth, and his family. He had just built a honso 
in the town, and was occupied with prc'paratioiLs for 
tho marriage of caie of liis danglders. The aneient 
Sidon oifering no longer any vestige of its fonner gran- 
deur, we gave oursdves entirely to the amiahio atten- 
tions of M. Giraudin, and to the pleasure of talking 
with liim about Eurojx? and tho East. Jk'Oome a 
patriarch in the land of patriarelis, In? and his family 
pres(;nted to us tlie image of the patriarchal virtues, 
and recalJe<l to ns likewise their manners. 

The typhus fever sliow'cd it.self with all its symptom.’* 
in the increasing illness of M. dc? Jjan^yeiv. lh‘ing 
unable any longer to mount on horseback, we freighli'd 
a boat to transport him by sea to Bcirout. We vleparted 
with the rest of tho caravan. I sent a^oiirier to Jaidy 
Stanhope, to thank her for her obliging proceedings iJi 
my favour ith respect to the chief Abougosh, anti to 
bog her to seize any occasions that iniglit jn't.sent them- 
selves to announce my coiii'nig to the Arabs of Bkaiv, 
Balbek, and Palmy a. 

November 5 — 8io\>t at a miserable d<?scrted hovel, tm 
the bordei‘.H of tlie sea ; wrote some verses during tho 
interval in iiiy Bible ; overjoyed at approaciiing Beirout, 
after a journey so liappily accomplished ; intercepted 
an An. eonrior, witli a letter from my wife ; all well, 
Julia in flourishing health — both waiting for mo to go 
and pa.ss some days at tho monastery of Antoura, on 
Eebanon, with the Catholic patriarch who had come to 
invite ns. At four in the afternoon, a frightful storm 
aios«* ; :,ho clouded sky seemed to fall all at once on tho 
n-^nnrains to our right; tho thunder from tho dark 
clon^' neot'ng on tlie peaks of Lebanon, was confounded 
with luc roaring of tho sea, which was like a plain of 
tiow, -.oughed np by a furious hurricane. The rain 
did jj(,t fall, as in tlie West, in drops more or less con- 
tinuous, but in unbroken and weighty streams, which 
strike and sink dov n both man and horse, like tho blow 
of till* torn; St, The day completely disappeared ; our 
hoi*ses toileii througli torrents filled with rolling stones, 
ami wore every instant on tho point of being carried off 
their legs into the sea. When the sky rose again, and 
light reappeared, wo found ourselves on tho skirts of 
tho pines of Fakardin, half a Jleaguo from tho town. 
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Animals have their country as well as men; those of; 
my horses who remembered this locality from havin{> ' 
often carried us to it, although wearied with a journey 
of 300 leagues, neighed, cocked their ears, and bounded 
with joy upon the sand. I left the caravan to defile 
slowly through the pines; I urged Lebanon to the 
gallop, and arrived, my heart trembling with anxiety 
and joy, in tho arms of ray wife. Julia was amusing 
herself in a neighbouring houso with tho daughters of 
tho Trince of the Mountain, who had been appointed 
governor of Beirout during my absence ; she saw me 
arrive from the top of tho terrace. I Iieard lujr crying, 

she came, "Where is he? Is it really lie?” She 
entered, threw herself into my arms, covered mo with 
caresses, and ran i*ouiid the room, her beautiful eyes 
all brilliant with tears of delight, exclaiming, "Oh, 
liow hapj)y I am! Oh, liow haj»py I am!” and came 
again to scat herself on my knees, and to embrace me. 
Tnere Avere two young Jesuit monks of Lebanon in tho 
room, on a visit to my wife ; it was long before 1 (vuild 
address to them a word of politeness. They themselves 
were mute before this artless and impassioned expres- 
sion of tlie love of a child for its father, and before the 
lu'av(‘nly lustre whieli her bliss added to her dazzling 
beauty, and they remained standing, awed into silence 
and admiration. In the moautimo our friends and 
suite arrived, and filled the mulberry fields with the 
horses am I tents. 

S<;veral days of rest and happiness wert; passed in 
roe<!iving the visits of our friends in Beirout. TJu^ sons 
of the Kinir Besehir, called down from tlu! mountains 
bytlio ordi'i's of Ibrahim, to occupy tlio country, wliich 
threateiK'd to rise in favour of the Turks, were eneumped 
in the valley of Nahr-el-Kelb, almut an hour’s march 
from ns. 

Nocniiltfr 7. — 'fho Sardinian consul, INI. Bianco, con- 
nc’cted for nuiny years with tlu'sc princes, invited us to 
a dinner he gave them. They arrived, clothed in mag- 
nilicent caftans (rubes), wove throughout with thread 
of gold; their turbans Avero eoinpused of llie richest 
stuffs of (. aelieinire. TJio eldest of the princes, wlio 
commanded the army of his father, had a poigiiard, the 
liilt, of Avhieli Avas entirely encrusted Avilh diumomls of 
inestimable valiie. Their suite Avas numerous and 
novel ; among a great iminberof Mussulman and black 
sla\es, tluTO was a i)oet, «piite similar by his attributes 
to th(3 1)0 rds of tli(3 iniddl" ages. Ills duties consist in 
singing tbe virtues and e\]3loits of Ins ina>ier, in eom- 
juising tales for bim, Avlien ho calls upon liim tolH3guilo 
1 ln 3 lime, and in standing behind lilm, during nu als, tu 
nnj)ro\dse verses, a sort of toasts in his own hoimur, or 
in that of tho gui'sts Avliom tin.' prinec designs to distin- 
guish. There was likeA\dso ii Lalliolic Maronite chap- 
lain, or confessor, avIio never quits him, even at table, 
and to Avhoin alone tlio liarem -gates arc throAvn open: 
lie Avas a monk of hn ial ami marti.il aspect, ernictly 
such a person uh avc call elia])lairi of a regiment. Tho 
confessor, on account of his ecelesiastical eliara<*l<'r, 
was seated at table, but the jioet remained on his !• g,. 

These princes, and especially tlio oldest, did not aj)- 
poar at all embarrassod at our manners, or liio pre.'^eucc; 
of European ladies. They conversed with us with the 
same graceful address, tho .sumo propriety, tho same, 
freedom of spirit, as if they bail been lived in tlie most 
elegant court in Iiiurope. Oriental politemiss is ahvays 
on a level with ours, because it is of a much older date, 
and originally more puro and unalloyed. To an in.- 
prejudiced eye, thorn is no oimparisoii hetAA'oen llu' 
noblciiesB, tho decunim, and tho solemn grace of th/’ 
Turkish, Arabic, Indian, or I’orsian inann<3rs, and ».iir 
own. In u.s may bo perceived a young p(3oj)le, scarcely 
emancipated from a harsh, gross, ami imperfect civili- 
tsation ; but they are tho clnldren of a noble family, 
tho inheritors of ancient Avisdom and virtue. Their 
nobility, which is but the descent of primitive worth, 
is WTitten on their foreheads, and impressed on all their 
cnstoiua ; and, more than all, there is no mob amongst 
thorn. The moral civilisation, of which alone I am 
speaking, is everywhere on a level. The shepherd 
^‘'Ud tho emir are of the same family, speak the same 


language, have the satttd Ufiagee, and alpo joint inheri- 
tora of the same grand traditioas which form the moral 
atmosphere of a people. 

At dessert the Avirios of Cyprus and Lebanon were 
profusely circulated; tho Christian Arabs, and tho 
family of the Emir Bcschir, which is Christian, or 
believes itself to be so, drink Avine without scruple on 
occasions. Toasts Avere drunk to tho success of Ibra- 
him, to the enfranchisement of Lebanon, and to tho 
friendship betAveen tho Franks and Arabs. The prince 
proposed a toast to tho ladies present at the fete ; and 
hLs bard, being ordered by the prince to make verses 
for the occasion, sang in recitative, and at the full pitch 
of his voice, some of tho following purport : — 

" Let us drink the juicx* of Eden, which makes drunk 
and rejoices the heart of slave and prince. It is the 
wine of those plants Avhich Noah hiinsi*if planted, when 
the dove, instead of the branch of olive, brought him. 
from heaven a cutting of vine. By virtue of tliis Avino, 
the poet instantly becomes a prince, and the prince a 
poet. 

Let u.s drink it to the honour of those young and 
beautiful Franks, Avho come from the country Avhoi’e 
cA’ery Avonian is a queen. The eyes of tho Avomen of 
SyTia arc soft, hut they are veiled. In the eyes of tho 
daughters of the Avost, there is more intoxication than 
in the transparent cup Avhicli 1 drink. 

To drink Avine and hohold the visages of women are 
double sins for the Moslem ; for the Arab they are 
double enjoyments and praist*s to God.” 

TTic chaplain appeared enchanted Avith those verses, 
and joined in the repetitiuiis of tht' bard, laughing and 
drinking elf his glass. Tho prince proposed to us the 
hpcctaclcof a falcon hunt, a liabittml diversion among-st 
all the princes and scheiks of Syria. It Avas from there 
tho cru.saders bronglit tlu3 custom into Eui\)pe. 

A’ovcmht^r .9. — The climate, with tho exception of 
some gusts of Aviml upon the sea, and some storms of 
ruin about the middle of the day, is as line a.y in tlie 
month of .May in Franco. As soon as tho rains begin, 
a fresh spring follows ; tlio walls of tho terraces Avliich 
support fho cu!tivat«.'<I slopes of J.ebanon, and thcfiTtilo 
hills ill tho i.iiviroiis of Hciroiir, aro .so covered with 
v<‘gi:tatioii ill a f«3w days, that the oartli is completely 
concealed under tho moss, grass, brusliAvood, and 
floAvers; the groi n barley carpets all tho tields, wdiich 
AA'oro iiothiug but dust on our arrival ; and the mul- 
berries, av I in.* U opmitlicir .second buds, form around tho 
houses groves imjieiietrablo to the sun. Wo perceive 
the roofs of houses scattered in the ])lain at intervals, 
i-isiiig out i)f this ocean of verdure, and Greek and 
I^yriaii avouu u, in their rich .'md brilliant costume, like 
queens, (.“ikijig tlio air on tho pavilions of their gardens. 
Narrow footpatli-s, hollowed in tlio sand, eoiiduet from 
houso to houso, from hill to hill, through these con- 
tinued gardens, Avhich reach from the si.a to the foot 
of Jjebaiion. .Following llicm, wo come all at once to 
tho pcu'tals of the hou.-es, Avherc; avo discover the most 
cucliantiiig scenes of the patriarchal life ; there aro the 
Avoiueii and the y'fcung girls scati^d under tho miilbt3rry 
or the fig-tree "before their door, ciiibroiiloring rich 
AAoolleu carpets, with varied and brigiit colours, or, 
liaA'ing attached the ends of a silken tliread to distant 
trees, Wind it sloAvly up, Avalking and singing from tree 
to tree. The men, on the other hand, Avalk backwards 
from the tnses, occupied in weaving silk stuffs, and 
tliroAA'ing the shuttle, which another returns to them. 
Tho children are lying in cradles of ruslic8,*or on mats 
under the shade, and some aro liaiigiiig on the branches 
of th' orange-trees. The large slietq) of Syria, with 
tli'dr Jong trailing tails, too lieavy to move, aro ox- 
teinled in the holes Avhich are cut expressly for them in 
the fresh earth before tho door. One ortAvo goats, with 
long pendant eara, like those of our hunting dogs, and 
soinetinies a cow, complete the rural scene. Tho horse 
of tuo iiKistcr is ahvays there likcAvise, co Acred with its 
8plt3ndid hanaess, and ready to be mounted; lie inak^ 
part of the family, and appeal's to take an interest^ 
all tliat is dono, in all that is said, around him ^ 
countenance is animatod like that of a human l>omg^ 



100 XAMABTINE’S 


when a atranger appearit^ and speaks to him, he cocks 
his cars, ciirls his lips, contracts his nostrils, turns his 
head to the wind, cand scents the unknown who ca- 
resses him ; his soft and pensive eyes glitter like two 
red coals under the beautiful long mane hanging down 
his forehead. 

The Greek, Syrian, and Arab cultivatoi*s who dwell 
in these houses at the foot of Lebanon, liave nothing 
Ravage or barbarous about them ; better educated than 
the peasants in our provinces, they all can read, and all 
understand two languages, Arabic and Greek ; they are 
mild, laborious, peaceable, and decorous ; occupied all 
the week in the labours of the field, or the working of 
silk, tliey refresh themselves on Sundays, by assisting 
with their families in the long and showy rites of the 
Greek or Syriac creed ; they return afterwards to their 
houses to enjoy a repast, somewhat more sumptuous 
than (»n ordinary days ; the women and girls, adorned 
in their richest clothes, their hair plaited, and all strewed 
with orange-flowers, scarlet wall-flowers, and carna- 
tions, seat themselves on mats before the doors of their 
dwellings, w-ith their friends and neighbours. It is im- 
possible to describe with tho pen, the groups so redolent 
of the picturesque, from tho richness of their costume 
and their beauty, which these females then compose in 
the landscape. I see amongst tliem daily such counte- 
nances as llaphael had not beheld, even in his dreams 
as an artist. It is more than the Italian or Greek 
beauty ; there is the nicety of shape, the delicacy of 
outline, in a word, all that Greek and Homan art has 
left iiH as the most finished model ; but it is rendered 
more bewitching still, by a primitive artlessness of 
expression, liy a serene and voluptuous languor, by a 
heavenly clearness, whi<.:li the glances from the blue 
eyes, fring(!d with black eyelids, cast over the features, 
and by a vsmiling archness, a harmony 64* proportions, a 
rich whiteness of skin, an indescribable transparency of 
tint, a metallic gloss upon the hair, a gracefulness of 
movement, a novelty in the attitudes, and a vibrating 
silvery tone of voice, which render the young Syrian 
girl the very houri of the visual paradise. Such admir- 
able and varied lieauty is also very couiinon ; 1 never 
go into the country for an hour, without iiu^cting several 
such females going to the fountains or returning, with 
their I^trnscan urns upon tlieir shoulders, an(i their 
naked legs clasped with rings of silver. On a Sunday, 
the men and boys seat themselves on mats stretched at 
the foot of aoiiie spreading sycamore, at a short distance 
from a fountain ; — this is their complete relaxation. 
There they remain motionless for hours, relating mar- 
vellous talcs, and drinking from time to time a cup of 
cofl’ee or fresh w ater. Others go to the tops of the hills, 
and there, grouped under the vine or olive trees, appear | 
to enjoy with ecstaey the sea-view which these heights j 
command, the transparency of the atmosphere, the 
singing of the birds, and all those instinctive pleasures 
of the pure and simple mind, which our po| dations 
have lost in t)ie blustering drunkenness of the tavern, 
and the stupefactions of revelliiigs. Never were more 
beautiful scenes in the creation so pr«liflc of chaste and 
agreeable impressions ; here nature is in truth a per- 
petual hymn to the bounty of the Oeator, and no htise 
rolinement, no spectacle of misery or vice, disturbs for 
the stranger the enebantiiig mei{>dy.of this hymn ; men, 
women, birds, animals, trees, mountains, sea, sky, cli- 
mate — all arc beautiful, natural, splendid, and dispos- 
ing to religion. 

Noven^har 10.-— This morning 1 went . .x:dyto v .nnlcr 
with Juli" upon the hill which the Greeks iiamo {Saint ] 
Demetrius, about, a league from Beirout, going towards i 
Lebanon, and hdlowing obliquely the curve of the sea j 
shore. Two of my Arabs accompanied us, one a;^ a 
guide, the other to lead Julia’s horse by the head, and 
to catch her ;t: jis artuK if the animal grew frisky. 
When the ptiths became loo steep, we quitted our horses 
for a moment, and scaled on foot tl;*i natura' or artifi- 
cial te^es wliich form verdant shjps all the way up 
j^^int Demetrius, In my Iwyhood, 1 had 
to myself this terrestrial paradise, this 
all nations have in their remembrance^ 


either as a chaming dream, or as tho tradition of a 
more holy epoch ; I had followed Milton in his ravish- 
ing descriptions of the enchanting abode of our first 
parents ; but here, as in all other things, nature far 
outstrips imagination, God luis not permitted man to 
dream any thing so beautiful as he has made. I had 
dreamed an Eden — I can say I have seen it. 

When we had continued half an hour, proceeding 
under the arched nopal-trees, which line all the patli- 
ways on tho plain, we began to mount by still narrower 
and steeper paths to the buccessivo table-lauds, whence 
the view of the country, the sea, and Lebanon, opens out 
yet more considerably. Those bible-lands, which are 
of moderate breadth, are all cnconipasse(i by forest- 
trees unknown to our climates, and the names of which 
I unfortunately am not acquainted with ; but tlieir 
trunks, the form of their braiichcs, the strange appear- 
ance of their pyramidal or dishevelled tops, give to 
this edging of vegetation a grace and novelty wliich 
sufiiciently pourtray Asia. Tlieir leaves, likewise, aro 
of all forms and tints, from tlio black verdure of tho 
cypress to the grey green of the olive, and the yellow of 
the citron and the orange ; from the broad leaves of the 
Chinese mulberry, one of which is sufficumt to shade 
tho sun from tho face of a child, to the slight sli])s of 
the tea-tree, tho pomegranate, and other imiumorahU? 
shrubs with a foliage resembling jiarslev, which inter- 
pose, as it w(‘re, a light drapery of vegetablo lat^c-work 
between the horizon and the beholder. Tin* ground 
under these woods is covered with Ibiwers from ver- 
dant plants growing beneath their shade. The interior 
part of the levids is sown with barley, and at every 
angle two or tliree pahn-trccs, or the sombre and 
rounded dome of the colossal carob-treo, indicate tho 
place where an Arab husbandman has built his cotta«fC, 
encircled by vine-plants, by a ditch surmounted .with 
green hedges of Indian figs, loaded with their prickly 
fruit, and by a little grove of orange-trees, 8catte|fcd: 
with carnations and wall -flowers for the ornament of liis 
laughtei*s’ hair. When the road eonducted us to thedofir 
of tiie.se houses, concealed like nests amongst this wav- 
ing verdure, the eounteiiances of tlu.-ir happy and amiablo 
inhabitants never hetrayed any surprise, sulkiness, or 
anger. They saluted us with the pious salutation of the 
orientals, Saha-cl-kdiry (“ May the day ho a Messed ono 
for you !*'*) .Some of them entreated us to rest undt'r 
their palin-triH', and brought us, according to tlndr con- 
dition, a mat or a carpet, and offbi’cd ns fruits, milk, 
and flowers from their garden. W e sometimes accepted 
their presents, and promised to return and bring them 
some European production. ].lut their politeness and 
hospitality w’ere perfectly disintercsliid ; tlu‘y like tho 
Franks, because they can cure maladies, are acfiuainted 
with the irtnrs of the dillcrciu plants, and adore tlio 
same God as themselves. 

We mounted from one level to another ; the same 
scenes, the same nclosures of trees, the same vegeia,- 
tion upon the land they encircle. But from height to 
height the magnificent horizon expanded, tlie lower 
levels stretched in variegated colouring, and the rows 
of shrubs, seeming grouped togetberr by tho^ distance, 
form* d clumps and dark spots below us. We traversed 
these tabio-lands from bill to hill, occasionally desceiid- 
inginto tho valleys which separate them — valleys a thou- 
sand times more shaded ainl more delightful even than 
the hills, being completely veiled by the trees of the 
teiTn^es which rise above them, and buried in a reduu- 
'ant and odoriferous vegetation, yet luiving at theifj, 
terminations a sti-aitcned glimpse of the prospect over 
tbo plain and the sea. As the plain grew out of biglij|». 
when we rcacherl the more elevated of these valleys, they 
appeared to open immediately on the beach, their dark 
trees standing out from the blue waves ; and we amused 
oursidves, when seated at the foot of a palm-tree, by 
observing the f iiis of tho vessels, which wore in reality 
four or Ir. J ic.ignes from us, glide slowly from one tree 
to another, as if they were sailing on a lake, and the 
valley was directly on its shore. 

We came at last, in our wanderings, to tho most 
perfect and enchanting of these iHiidscapcs* Itwasdn® 



TRAVELS IK THE EAST. 


of tliG higher valleys, open to the east and west, and 
entombed in tlie folds of the last chain of hills which 
advances into the great valley in wliich the Nahr-el- 
Beirout flows. No words can describe the profuse 
vegetation which carpets its bed and sides ; although its 
slopes on both sides are of rock, they are so clothed with 
plants of all sorts, dripping with the humidity, as it 
distils drop by drop, so covered with dusters of heath, 
fern, sweet-sniolliiig herbs, rushes, ivy, and shrub.*!, 
rooted in their imperceptible clefts, tliat we could not 
doubt it was the live rock that thus vegetated. It is a 
bushy cari)eting one or two feet thick, a velveting of 
wedged vegetation, variegated in tint and dye, strewed 
throughout witli dusters of unknown flowers, of a 
thousand forms and a thousand odours, now sleeping 
motionless, like flowers paint<‘d on a rug laid down in 
a drawing-room, and then, when the sea-breeze glides 
over them, rising with the herbs an<l twigs, amongst 
which they are blown like the silky hair of an animal 
stroked backwards, diversifi(3d with waving hues, and 
resembling a rivi'r of leav^es and blossoms gushing in 
]K‘rfumed waves. ^I’here rise from them gusts of bewitch- 
ing odour, multitudes of insects with coloured wings, 
and inmmierable birds flutteidng and perching on the 
neighhouriiig trees. Tlie air is lilled with their voices, 
mingled the buzzing of wasps and bees, and with 
that dull murmur from the earth in spring time, which 
we imagim', w’ith r»‘ason perliaps, to be tlui noise of its 
tbnusaiid v<‘getalious. The drops of d(‘W fall from every 
leaf, and glitter upon every sprig of grass, as the sun 
I'ises, and his rays glance above* tlie loity trees and piled 
ro(!ks wliieli (‘iieompMss the valley. 

We hrealv fasted there, on a stone at the edge of a 
cavern, where two gazelles had taken refuge on licaring 
our stcjps. W(5 were careful not to disturb the a.sylum 
nf these hoautiful creatures, which are in the deserts 
what the lamh is in our meadows, or tame doves on the 
roofs or ill tlio courts of our dwellings. 

All the valley was enveloped with the same foliage 
anil vegetation ; we eoiild jmt restrain an exclamation 
at eaeli step ; I do not recollect ever to have seen so 
much life in nature, tliiis accumulated and overflowing, 
in so small a space. We followed this vale in all its 
length, Sl ating oursi-lves, from time to time, where the 
.‘^liade wai oh.'st, and brusliing the dew-drops from the 
grass witli our liamls, and raising odours and clouds of 
iiiseets from its bosom. How groat is God! — how 
inexhaustible and infinite must be the .sjiring whence 
all lliis life, and beauty, and bounteousness, flow! If 
there be so much to see, to admire, to be a.stoimded 
and overpowered at, in a single petty corner of nature, 
wliatwill it 1)0 will'll the curtain of worlds shall bo lifted 
up for us, aiu I wo’ shall contemplate the whole of bound- 
less creation ! It is impossible to see and reflect, with- 
out being lilled witli the internal conviction of a God. 
Ail nature is sprinkled with the glittering fragments of 
the mirror in whieli God reflects himself ! 

Gil arriving near the w^estern mouth of the vale, the 
sky open.s, its declivities become le.ss steep ; the snows 
shining on the tops of Lebanon rise into the sky iiiulu- 
lating with heated vapours. Wo draw our eyes from 
these eternal snows to the black rings of pines, eypressc.s, 
and cedars, and to the deep ravines reposing in the sh.idt 
like nests ; then to the perpendicular rocks, tinged with a 
golden colour, at the foot of which the high Ala- 

ionite eon vents and the villages of the Dnizes, the whole 
being linished by oli ve forests, which dio away in descend- 
ing to ihc borders of the plain. The plaip, which stretches 
between the hills where wo stood and the roots of Leba 
non, may he a league wide, it is winding, and wo could 
only catch about two leagues of its length ; the rest was 
concealed from us by knolls covered witli W'oods of black 
pines. The Nahr-el-Beirout, or river of Beirout, whicli 
ponr.s, SOI ne miles off, from one of themost deep and rocky 
of the gorges of Ijebanon, divides the plain m two. It 
* flows gracefully in a full stream, sometimes coiiflned by 
Ah banks lined with reeds, sometimes widening between 
'’^rdant slopes, and forming little lakes glittering in thi 
plain. It is covered with vegetation; and wo perceives 
ajjses, horses, goats, blftck bufl'alo^ and white cows, 
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scattered in flocks along the river, and Arab shepherds 
passing over a ford upon the backs of camels. We also 
distinguished at a greater distance Maronite monks, 
clad in their long black robes and cowls, ploughing tlieir 
fields upon the first ridges of the mountain. We heard 
the hell of tlie convents, which called them from time 
to time to prayer. Then they stopped their oxen, and, 
placing their rods against the handle of the plough, and 
throwing themselves on their knees for some minutes, 
they gave their team wind, whilst they breathed their 
souls to heaven. 

Proceeding onw'ards, and commencing to descend 
towards the river, we suddenly descried the sea, which 
the sides of the valley had hitherto concealed from us, 
and the wide mouth of the Nahr-el-Beirout, which flow's 
into it. Not far from its mouth, a Komaii bridge, 
almost in ruins, with very elevated archc’.s, but w ithout 
parapets, crosses the river ; a long straggling caravan 
from Damascus, going to Aleppo, was passing it at 
that very moment. We saw the travellers, one l)y one, 
some upon a dromedary, others upon horsialjack, issue 
from the reeds which overshadow tlio abutments of the 
•ridge, slowly scale the summit of the arches, intercept, 
for a moment, the blue sea with their beasts of burden, 
and their bi’illiant and fantastic costumes, then descend 
rom the ruin, and disappear with their tile of asses ami 
•amels under the reeds, rose-laurels, and planes, whieli 
iiang over the other bank of the river. A little fartlier 
ivo saw them again appear on the sandy beach, w here 
lie waves were rolling their foam to the very feet of 
their horses. Immense i>erpendicular roek.s, standing 
■ut from an advanced point, finally concealed them, and 
being prolonged into the sea, shut up the hori'zon on 
that side. At the mouth of iho river, the sea was of two 
colours — blue and green in the expanse, and tw'inkling 
with restless diamonds ; yellow' and dirty where tho 
waters of the river came in contact w ith its waves, and 
tinged them with the rod sand which they constantly 
carry down w’ith them into the bay. Seventi'on ships, 
at anchor in the roads, were rocking amidst the heavy 
■well which always jirevails there, and their masts rose 
and sank like long reeds bending to the wind. Some 
had tlieir masts naked as trees in winter ; others, with 
their sails spread to be dried tlie sum re.sembled 
those large white si'a-birds, w'hich float in the air with- 
out their wings seeming to vibrate. The gulf, more 
dazzling than the .sky above it, reflected a portion of the 
snows of J.i'hanon, and the monasterii's, with their 
indented wails, standing on the advanced ledges. A few 
fishing-boats w'crc passing in full sail, and making 
towards the river as their harbour. The valley below* 
our feet, the slopes towards tlie plain, the river flow’ing 
under the conical arches of the bridge, the sea with its 
little bays in the rocks; the prodigious biock of Leba- 
non, with the numberless varieties of its structure ; the 
pyramids of snow’, penetrating like cones of silver into 
the depths of the sky, where the eyes seek them its they 
would stars ; the insensible hiiinmings of the insects 
around us, tlio songs of tlie. thousands of birds on tho 
trees, the miirmn^ings of the breeze, and the almost 
human wailings of tlie camels of the caravans *, the* 
heavy and regular echo of the waves breaking on tins 
beach, at tlie month of the river ; the meandering and 
green hanks of the Nahr-el-Beiroijt on the right ; the 
broken and gigantic Lebanon in front of us ; the lustrous 
and serene arcli of heaven, intercepted only by the 
peaks of the mountain, or by the tops of the large trees ; 
the warmth, the perfume of the atmospheiie in which 
.all seemed to float, like an image in the tniusparent 
water of a Swiss lake: all tlie.se pro.speet.s,all these noises, 
all these shades, all this clear light, all these imjuvs.sions, 
formed, of this scene tlie most sublime and enchant- 
ing landscape upon which iny eyes have ever gloated ! 
What was it, then, for Julia I She was all einuiioii, all 
trembling with inward sensation and pleasure ; and I 
rej .viced in impressing such a spcctiicle upon her young 
imaginatioii ! God exhibits himself here better than 
in llio lines of a catechism ; he is depicted in features 
worthy of himself ; the sovereign beauty, the pervading 
bouateousncBS of nature in its perfection, reveal him 
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as lie is, to ttie mlncl of a cliild ; tlio pliy ajrf j 
terial loveliness is transferred into a sentiment Sonoral 
perfectibility. To tlie urtist are shown the statues of 
Greece to inspire him >vith the instinct of tlie beantiful. 
To the virgin mind must bo shown tin? grand and beau- 
tiful scenes of nature, in order that the idea it iorms ol 
its author shall l)o just and wortliy ! 

We remounted onr horses at the foot of the hill, near 
the margin of the river, We ci'ossed the bridge, and 
ascended st>me wooded omiiK'iiees to the first monastery 
on Lebanon, which stood, HUe a fortitieal castle, on a 
granite rocli. Tin? monks recognised me from the re- 
ports of their Ara(>s, and recc ivtMl me into the convent. 
J went over the cells, the refectory, and the chapel. 
The moriks, returning from labour, were busied in 
unyoking the oxi'ii and hiitfaloes in the large courtyard, 
which had all the appearance of a farmyard, being 
filled with ploughs, cattle, dunghills, poultry, and all the 
accompaniments of rustic life. The lahoiir was going 
on without bustle or noise, as by men animated with a 
spirit of decorum, though not under any severe or 
I’igoroiis control. Their c(»nntenancc.s witc mild, 
S(?rene, and expressive of pea(;c and enjjtentinenf, such 
as a community of hnsbamlmen should )j<‘. WIumi the 
bell for repast souudt'd, they entered the reh etory, in)t 
all together, but one ])y one, or in couples, as they 
finished the work they wore (Migaged on at the time. 
The meal consisted, as iijum all other days, of two or 
three eakes of meal, drii.-d, rathi'i* tluin hak<‘(l, on hoi 
* 3 tones, of water, amlof live olives pr('s<‘rveil in oil ; oc- 
casionally a little elieoso or sour milk is added. Sueli 
is the entire iioiirlslmient of those eu-nobitc's, wjiich they 
take standing or scpiaticd on the Door. The furniture 
used in Lurojie is altog.ther unkjiown to tiiem. After 
joining in tlu'ir diniK.’r, and eating a piuee <<f dougis, and 
drinking a glass of exc''llont Lebanon wlm^ which llm 
superior pla.<*ed before us, ^^e revisited some of the cells, 
which are all alik(', Ijcing small rooms five or six feet 
square, each containing, i'or its wlioh* furniture, a rush 
mat and a carpet, with ininges of th<; saints jiaii<'<l against 
the walls, an Arab hible, and a few Syrianinannsciapts. 
A long thatched gallery served as an apju’oach to all 
these chambers. The view v. liicli Is < njoy(‘d from the 
windows of tlie monastery is beantiful ; tlie lower slopes 
of Lebanon, the plain and rher of Leiroiit, the waving 
toj)s of pino-foresls, and tlien the sea, enclosed by its 
caj)cs and rocks into gulfs and hays, with white sails 
traversing it in all diieetiojis : hiicU is the prosjiect 
always before the eyes of these Tiionks. \Vc reccivial 
from them some presents of dri«M| fruits and wine in 
Icathr'i’ii botth.'s, which were plai'e<l on tiie backs of 
asses; and we quitted tin in to return ];y a ditlereiit 
road to ilfiront. 

We d(\scended by a steep path, cut tlirougli the blocks 
of yellow .and soft freestone, whicii covers the first Ixoiv 
of Ivebanon. In fJjo interstices of the rock a few shrubs 
and herbs take root, with tlowers similar to ilie tulip 
of our ganlens, but considerably larger. We disturbed 
sevenil gazelles and jackals, which \ver<' shelti-rcd in 
the hollows of th<i rocks. A great miiflil?er of partridg. s, 
quails, and woodcocks, Hew uj* at the noise of «»ur 
horses’ steps. Avrivaa.I in tile ^dairi, we again met the 
vine, barb.y, and palm tree. W f parsed nearly ii a if- 
wuy across it, in 'be- mid^t of ilii/rvicli vegetation, nntu 
wc came to the foot <»f a wide hid, v.a \ ered wiili a forest 
of Italian pines, with various gladr*-, wbi-ro wo saw 
flocks ol cameis -.oul g<»ats l^rowsing. '11.'*^ !ub cfuiccaled 
from us d <*Nalir-el-lb:iro\u, wlib ij we v. ei e inu ;iv npoji 
crossing at its vjoutln'i’p part. We div» a under t-b'* 
branches of these heautilul and lofty pin< s, and after 
winding lor about a (piartep of an hour beneath ih. ir 
shade, we .suddenly he.ii-d ! .u l shouts, and tin- noi. of 
a multitude o^ i.-en, .vouh-u, and children, coming 
towards us, pi^iymg .Irenes, i;agpipes, and fife.s, Jii 
an instant we v/orc lain- unded by li‘..> or bx hundred 
Arabs i^tnmge aspect. The du Uiagnifi- 

centc6jj||ne», Imt dirty and ragged, adv.me-ed towards 
ns, of their musicians, and, bowij.g, .addressed 

in ng sotnb apparently rcspi cifnl eeinpbni'. 'ois, which 
.we could ilot, howt‘VW> imderstand, Their gestures 


and shouts, backed by those of the whole tribe, assisted 
us in interpreting their meaning. They prayed, and, 
indeed, forced lOj to follow them into the interior of the 
forest, where their camp was pitched. It was one of 
those tribes of Kurds who come from the provinces 
bordering on Persia to pass the winter, sometimes in the 
plains of Mesopotamia, sometimes in those of Syria, 
carrying with them their families and flocks. They 
take posses.siuii of a w'ood, a plain, or a hill, and fix 
themselves there for five or six month.s. Much more 
barbarous than the Arabs, their invasions and neigh- 
bourhood are much feared ; they arc the armed gipsies 
of the East. 

ihicompassed by this ci’owd of men, woitien, and 
children, wo marched to the din of their savage music 
and tlieir yells, whilst they regarded ns with a curiosity 
half good-natured and half ferocious. We soon reached 
tlioiniildle of their encampment, and .stoppeil heforotho 
tent of one of the scheiks ot the tribe. They mad4 us 
descend from our horses, which they g.avc to the clifl^gb 
of some young Kurds, and brought u.s carpets of Cara- 
inania, on which wo seated ourselves at the foot of a 
tree. The slaves of the schoik presented us pipes and 
eofibo ; the w«>in('ii of the tent brought camel’.s milk for 
•Tulia. The aitpi-arjiuce of tliis camp of nomado bar- 
barians, in the midst of a gloomy fort'st of pines, merits 
a description. 

The forest at this spot Avas lb in, and interspersed 
Avith broad glades. At the foiq oi‘ each tveo :i family 
bad its tent. Tlu.-se tents Avere for (lie most juirt nothing 
Init a ])ioeo of black cloth, made of goats’ hair, fasttnu'd 
to the trunk «d* tlie ti ee by a cord, and .supported on tlie 
other side by two po'>ts .stuck in the l arlli. Tlie cli*lli 
ditl jiot alway.s cover tlie Avholt' sjiace* oecu]»ied by Ihii 
family ; but a r.ig Avas drawn to tlie .side Avln re the sun 
or wind AA'as heating, to shelter flic tent and the tiiM 
lighted on the hearth. No furniture was visible exccjit- 
ing black eartlu.-ri jars, 1\ ing on tlieir sides, used l>y the 
women to carry vat( r, some goat-skin bottles, sal>ri*s, 
and Jong guns, siispeiidi'd in bundles to the branches of 
the trees; with mats, e.-irpets, and men and Avomen'.s 
clothing, thrown here and tlmrc upon the grouiul. Some 
of tln-m bad two or tlin.-c square lioxes of red painteil 
AVood, Avilh giJiled nails to cimtain tht-ir efieet.s. 1 saw 
only two or tiiree horses in (lie whole trilie. d’ln' 
gn.-utc.st number of the families had at flu-ir tent-door 
a camel .strigebod on the ground, .‘(ud rniiiinal.ng Avith 
its high tJiougbtful Jiead, a fcAr fine* goats AAitli Jong 
bi.ack .silky hair and pendant ears, a Jew slice]) .*^ii!d 
buffaloes. Many of them liad likewise one or two 
S[)len(lid Avbitc greyJionnds of great height. These dogs, 
contra ly to the cie->toin of the MahyminedaMs, Avere 
fat, and in goofl condition ; they sef-nied to know their 
master , diereforc f jire.^suined that they were used Jbr 
the chase. The schcik.s ajipi'ared lo enjoy an ahsoliile 
aiithojity, Jimi the least sign fi’om them estahlished 
ord< i* and silcjH v*. Smie children having coiniuitti d, 
ihrongi) eurio.sitj, some- slight indiscretion.^ towards u-, 
llnw ordered them to be instantly .'■eized by the m< n 
Avlio surroniided I’lem, ;ind ivirried to a ilistanco from 
us, inu* anotlier quartei* of tlie cam]*. 'I’be iikoi Averc 
i<i g *' ral tall, .slroiig, handsome, and well made ; tlieir 
dress depicted m-gligi nee rather than povi-rty. Several 
of tlu-mhad silk«.-n vests, interwovc ii Avith geld or silver 
threads, and hluc silk pelisses, lined Avith rich Jurs. 
'I'heir arms Avere al.Si) distiiiguisluMl for the cha.sings 
an i inlayings of silver which adorned them. Tim 
'vo*i,eu Avere neither cemfined nor veileil ; they Averc, 

: .t. I -d, half naked, e.specially th(‘ young girls from ten to 
•liet a years old. Tlieir chi(‘f gjirnient was a pair of Avidc 
tr .ser.s, whicli left the Jogs heloAv the knees and the 
feet bare. AJmo.*-.. all of them had riug.s of silver aboAo 
llieir ankles, ’ he upper jiart of the body was coven-d 
l>v a chemise o." cotton or silk stuff, liound at the waist, 
and 1. . "i - t» breast and neck open. Their hair, ^ 
generally very black, was plaited in long trcs.scs, hang- 
ing to the heels, undoriuiinented witli pieces of money. 
They liad likewiso r<*imd their hips and throats string?! 
of piastres, Avhich ciiuk('(( at every movement they 

made. Tiicao fomalos were not so tall, fair, modest, 
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graceful, aa the Syrian women, nor had they the fero- 
cious aspect of the Bedouin women; they were in 
general short, lean, and of a tawny complexion, but 
gay, lively, cheerful, dancing and singing to the sound 
of the music, which had never for an instant ceased its 
animating strains. They seemed in no way embarrassed 
with our observation, nor exhibited any shame at their 
appearing almost naked before the men of their tribe ; 
the men appeared to exercise little auth(ji*ity over them, 
contenting themselves with laughing at tlmir indiscreet 
curiosity concerning ns, and pushing them gently away. 
{Some of the young girls were pretty and engaging; 
their black eyes were painted with henna on the mar- 
gin of the lids, which gives an inilnite vivacity to the 
look. Their legs and hands were likewise painted a 
mahogany colour; whilst their teeth, white as ivory, 
had their brilliancy increased by coiitriist with their 
lips tatooed in blue and their tawny checks — the 
whole giving to their countenances and their laugh a 
wild tliough not ferocious character ; they resembled 
young Pijoyenyal or Neapolitan girls, with a higher 
ibrohead, freer step, franker smile, and more natuml 
iiiarmers. As we do not see such countenances twice 
in our lives, they imj)ress themselves strongly on the 
memory. 

When wo had had a complete view of their camp, 
and of tli(‘inselv(‘s, we made a sign that we wished to 
remount our horses. They were immediately brought 
to us, and, as they wt^rc alarmed at the strange appear- 
ance and slionts of the crowd, and the noise of the 
lambtjiirs, the sdu'ik ordered two of Iiia wives to carry 
Julia to tlie ed^e of the forest, to wliich point tlie whole 
tribe aceonipaniod us. Whoa mounted on horseback, 
they oOered us a goat and a young camel, which we 
declined, hut gave them a handful of Turkish piastres, 
which the young maidoiis divided amongst tliemsclveh 
to add to their necklaces, and two gazzis of gold to the 
wives of the sclieik. 

At a little distance from tiu' forest, we regained the 
.river, and crossed it at a ford. Under tlie rose-bays 
which iijie its banks, W(‘ again fell in with about a 
liundri'd of young girls heloiiging to the tribe of Kurds, 
who wei’e returning from lieirour, where they had been 
jmrehasing earthen-jars, and some pieces of stuff, for 
one of their com].»aniims who was about to be married, 
'fliey had sto]iped there to <laneo iinch'r the .shade, <nieh 
holding in her hand t einc (»hject destined for the bride. 
TiK'y pursued us Ibr a long time, uttering savage crie.s', 
and clinging to Julia’s robe, and the manes of our 
horses, to obtain .some pieces of money. Wo threw 
them some, and they tied through the river towards 
the camp. , 

A Iter erofifiing the Nahr-el-BcIroul, and the other half 
of the plain, sliadid by young i)alnis and pines, we 
came to tlie hills of red sand, whicli st retell to the east 
of 1 lei rout, be^.wecri the sea and the vale of the river. 
Idiis is a portion of the Egyptian desert, thrown up at 
the foot of Lebanon, and sniToundiMl by a iiiagnUicent 
cultivation. Its sand is red as ochre, and as hue as an 
impalpable, dust. The Arabs allege that this desert of 
red sand has not been brought there by the wimb;, <^r 
cast up by the waves, hut has sprung from a «ubtoL’- 
rnneaii torrent, which comm nni cates with the do.scrts 
of Gaza and £l-Arisch; they pretend that there are 
Springs of sand as well as of water, and show, to con- 
firm their o])inion, the colour and sub-stanco of the sea 
sand, which certainly in no degree resembles that of 
this desert. Howsoever the case may be, this sand, 
vomited by subterranean sti'eams, or brought there by 
tlio high winds of winter, stretches for five or six 
leagues round, and rises into hills, or is scooped out 
into vallej^s, shifting their fojins at every tempest. 
After proceeding for some time in these undulating 
lahyrintlLS, it is impossible to know where we are ; the 
hills hido the horizon on all sides, and there is no path- 
way traced upon tlie surface. The horse and the camel 
pass over It, without leaving a more imperishable ni.ark 
than a boat upon the wat<ir — ^tho least breeze effaces 
^Ih Some of hills w’cro so steep that our hoi*ses 
could scarceij^ ilCalo tliezu, and we advanced with cau- 
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tion, for fear of being caught in the numerous quick- 
sands in this desert. No trace of vegetation is discover- 
able, except some large roots of bulbous plants, which 
our horses occasionally kick from under their lioofs. 
These moving solitudes convey a sad and mournful 
impression ; they are like a noiseless tempest, but with 
all its images of death. When the simoom, or wind of 
the desert, rises, these liills move like the waves of a 
sea, and, folding over in silence upon their Jeep valleys, 
engulf the caniels of the caravans. They are gaining, 
every year, upon the cultivated portions of land which 
surround them, and you see, near their margin.s, palms 
and fig-trecs standing out, withered from tlieii* surface, 
like the masts of a ship, with the hull hencatU the 
waves. Wo heard no noise but the distant and heavy 
fall of the billows, breaking a league from us upon tlie 
slielvages. The setting sun tinged the tops of these 
sandy mountains witli a colour similar to burning iron 
just brought from the furnace, or, falling into the 
valleys, rendered them like the passages of a building 
in conflagration. As we, from lime to time, reached the 
top of a hill, we saw the white peaks of Lobanoii, or the 
sea, with its fringe of foam skirting the Gulf of Saide, 
and then we suddenly ro[)l ungod into the raviiie.s, and 
saw nothing but the .sky above our heads. 

I followed Julia, who often turned her lovely face 
towards me, all hectic wdtU emotion and fatigue, and I 
read in her eyes as they fell on nit*, as if interrogatively, 
her impressions of terror, enthusiasm, and pleasure. 
The noise from the sea grew greater, and aunounced to 
us the shore; w^o came upon it all at once, (levattd, and 
sinking perpend icnlariV under our horses’ feet. It stood 
at least 200 feet above the sea ; tlie ground, .solid, and 
resounding beneath our feet, althongh cevt red with a 
slight layer of white sand, indicated tlie rtn-k whicli h:id 
succeeded to the sand of the desert. It wa.s, in fact, 
the rock wliieh lines all the coasts of Syria. V/e had 
hy chance arrived at one of tlu^ points on tlic coast 
where the sliock of the waves njion the rock presents 
to the eye the most singular .sjiectacle. ^J’he iijce.s.sant 
beating of the billows, or eai’tlupiake.s, liad torn at tliis 
spot, from the continued line of rock along the short*, 
stupendous blocks, which, projecting into the sea, had 
been worn and polished by the waves for ages, and had 
assumed the most groles^pie forms. Ik fort; ns was one 
of these blocks, at a distance of 1 00 i'eot, rising from 
the .sea .above tlic level of the shore, which the soil, hy 
perpetual 'y breaking on it, bad at last succeeded in 
cleaving through the centre, and forming a gigantic 
arch, similar to the span of a triumphal momiment. 
The interior walls of this arch wore as smooth and 
shining as Farian iiuirhlf* ; tht^ waves, as they retired, 
left them visible to the eyi*, all ginshing with the foam 
drawrn back hy the reciMling waters: then the sea 
returning, rushed w'ith the noi.^c of thunder up the 
sides to the very top of the arch, and, urged by the 
sliock, .spouted up in torrents of bubbling loam above 
the summit of tin,; rock, wln-nce it fell <lown in streams 
of spray. Our horses slmddered with atVright at each of 
these shocks, ai«;l we could not tear ourselve.s away from 
this combat between two elements. For half an hour 
or more the coast is diversified with these magnificent 
sports of nature ; there were towci*s covi'red with 
iiiartiii.g’ nests, natural bridges joining the shore and 
the rocks, ami under which the roaring of the waves 
is beard in passing. In certain places the rocks were 
pierced hy the action of the waves, and the foam came 
spouting out under our feet as from the pj^ies of a foun- 
tain. Tho sea was high at this moment ; it came in 
wide and lofty blue columns, and fell upon tlio rocks 
with such fury as to shako the bank, and make us 
think w'e saw the rocky arch before us tottering as if 
about to yield. After the silent and awful solitudes 
that w'e liad just traversed, Iho boundless prt'spect of 
the oct*an at tho hour of evening, when tln^ first gUiom 
is boginning to fall on its gulfs ;\he stnjieiulous breaks 
of the coast, and the tumultuous rage of the waves, 
scattering largo rocks as a bird scatters with its claws 
grains of sand ; the force of tho brt^*:'ze on our fore- 
heads, and on tlio mauea of oui* horses ; tho torriblo 
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subtei^ranean echoes which multiplied tlie^ deafening 
roar.of the tempest ; all affected our minds with imprea- 
HLOns 60 varied, solemn, and powerful, that we could 
not speak, and tears of emotion glittered in Julia's e^'cs. 

We silently returned to the desert of red siiud, and 
crossed it in its narrowest i)art, drawing near to the 
hills of Beirout, and we found ourselves, at tlie going 
down of the sun, under tiie great pine forest of the Kniir 
Fakir-el-l)in. There Julia, recovering her voice, turned 
to me, and said with ecstacy, ‘‘ Have 1 not had the 
most beautiful ride it was possible to have in the world? 
Oh! how great is (lod, and how good to me, to allow 
me so young to behold such glorious scenes 1” 

It was night when we descended from horseback at 
tlie gate of our lioiist>. B’e projected other excursions, 
px’ct ions to our journey to Damascus. 


1‘OPULATIONS OF LEBANON. 

THE MAROMTISS. 

The Maronites, of whom 1 am about to speak, have an 
unknown origin. History, so incomplete and fabulous 
in all that concerns the earliest agi's of our era, leaves 
in doubt the different causes wliich are assigned tor 
their institutions. They have very few books, which 
are without order or arrangement ; but as it is alw.ays 
necessary to lean towards wlial a people knows of itselt, 
rather than to the vain suppositions of the traveller, 1 
will give the epitome of their own relations. 

A holy hermit, n.ained Marrow, lived about the yc.ar 
400. Theodoric and Ciirysostom make mention of him. 
He lived in the desert ; jhuI his disciples Iiaving spread 
themselves over tlie, diiicrcnt regdoiis of Syria, built 
several monasteries, the chief of which stood in the 
vicinity of Apaniea, on the fertile hauhs of the Oroiites. 
All the Syrian Christians who were not tlum infected 
with the heresy of the IMojiothelites, took rtrfuge in 
these monasteries, and from this circumstance rcetaved 
the name of ISlaronitos. V'olnoy, who lived s(>veral 
months amongst them, has collected the best informa- 
tion as to their origin ; it is nearly similar to what I 
myself drew from local traditions. Wliat<'ver it nuiy 
have been, the Maronites torin at present a tribe 
governed by the purest theocracy wliicli has resisted 
the effects *of time—a tlieot racy wliicli, perpetually 
menaced by the tyrjinny of the Mahommedans, has been 
forced into moderation, and s(*rved to ])ropagate prin- 
ciples of civil liberty, which are rip<' for dovelojicmcnt 
amongst this p(‘(iple. The tribe, wliich, according lo 
\'oIiiey, was in 171M comj)oscd of 120,000 souls, at pve- , 
•;em reckons more than 200,000, and is inerea.siiig every i 
dav. Its territory comprehends loO square leagues; 
built has no certain limits, for it extends over the sides 
of Lebanon, or into the valleys and plains which siir- 
round it, in })roportion as tlnj increased population ! 
found new' villages. The town of Zarkla, at the uoutli ' 
of the valley of Bkaa, towards Balhok, whicli twenty 
years ago had not above 1000 or 1200 inhabitants, con- 
tains now 10,000 or 12,000, and is liUel^’ to augment. 

The Maronites arc sulqect to the Emir Beschir, and 
form, with the Druzes and Aletualis, a sort of despotic 
confederation under the gove»'niuent of thi.s cinii*. 
AJthougli these tlirer natiiins dlflev in origin, religieu, 
and manners, and are never amalgamate*! in the same 
villages, the def( lice of a eomiiion Jihorry, and the Blroiig 
Sind politic arm of Bijschir, keep them uuiu h They 
cover witli their iuuiutous b.'^bltati uis tL * . j.acc; .u* mi- 
prised bet’ ( ii Lalakia and Acre on one i idc, siud 
Dama-scus and Bei.out on the other. Of liie Druztss 
and Metualis I shall spe; k soparalvly. 

The . laronites occupy the most central valleys, and ' 
most elevated chain nl the prineipal group of Mount * 
Lebanon, from th .-nvir ;r;.* of Ih*iroul far Tnpoli 
ill Syria. Tlie slopi^s of UK.untair.s, whicii tend 
towards the sea, are fertile, and water* d by mar c rivers 
and ir^haustible torrents. Tlicdr produce k silk, oil, 
wheat. The heights are almost inaccessible, 
rock everywhere pierces the mountain 
the indefatigable activity of thi^ pcojilc, who 


have no sure asylum for their religion but upon tliese 
pt-'aks and precipices, has rendered th© rock itself fer- 
tile. They have raised in tiers up to the loftiest crests, 
to the eternal snows themselves, walls of terraces 
harmed from blocks of loose rock ; to these terraces 
they Jiavc brought the little vegetable earth which the 
waters can*y into the ravines, and have even piled up 
stones to render their dust fertile by mixing it with this 
portion of soil ; and have thus made of all Lebanon a 
garden covered with mulberries, fig-trees, olives, and 
corn. I’he traveller cannot recover from his a.stonish- 
ment, when, after having climbed for a whole day up the 
jHirpendiciilar sides of mountains, which are but masses 
of rock, he finds on a sudden, in the hollow' of a gorge, 
or on the platform of a jiyramid of mountains, a hand- 
some village built of white .stone, peopled by a nume- 
rous and rich race, w'ith a Moorish castle in the centre, 
a monastery in the distance, a torrent rolling its foam- 
ing water at the foot of the village, and all around a 
horizon of vegetation and viu’dure, where the pines, 
chesnuts, and inulheri'ies, overshadow the vine, or fields 
of maize and wheat. These villages are .somotimes 
siLspeiided almost perpendicul.'irly one above the otlier ; 
one can throw a stone from one village to tlic other, 
and hear the voices in each, yet the d<jclivity of the 
mountain requires so many windings anti turnings in 
the road of cominunicatioM, that one hour, or even two 
hours, are needed lopass from one hamlet the other. 

Ill «‘ach of these villages is foiiml a scheik — a sort of 
feudal lor*l, who has the government of the district. 
But this admiiiistratitin of govc?rnment and justice, 
.summarily exercised, and witli the simplest formalities, 
is neither absolute nor without appeal. Tin* supreme 
admiiiktratiou belongs to the emir and his divan 
(council). An apj>eai lies in p.'irt to tlie emir, in part 
to the bishops. 'J lnu’e is a conllieting jiirisdictioii he- 
tw'een the emir and ecelesiastioal authority. The 
patriarch of the Maronites alone possessi’s the right of 
deei.shm in all Oiises w'lu;re the civil law is opposed to 
tin? spiritual, as in marriagi.’s, licences, au<l divorces. 
The prince observes great caution in his conduct 
tow'ards tlie pali’iar**h an*l the bishops, for the autho- 
rity of the clergy is prodigious and iucontestihh*. This 
cl*;*rgy is composeil of a patriarch, elected ly the 
bishojis, and eonlirmed by the [)ope, of a legate from 
the pojic sent from ilom*', and residing at tluj monas- 
tery of Autoura, or Kanouhin, (»f the bishops, su- 
periors of mona-steries, and priests. AJtliougli the 
Jlomish eliurcli lias imperatively mamtained the law 
or the celibacy of priests in Eiirop**, and S(*v('r.'il of 
ts writers affect to regard this ruhi of its discipline 
as an article of faith, it has been oblige*! t*) yield this 
[Miiiit in the Eiud ; audwliikt they coutiuift! fervent and 
l(!Vout C:\ ' olics, the priests of the Maronites ai'o 
married. J’his power of marriage, however, extends 
neither to the monks, w'ho live in eommunitit?s, nor t*) 
the bkhojis. The f cular ch’rgy and tlie curates .alono 
make use of tin's privilege. The .seclusi*)!! in wliiidi the 
Arab bunnies live, the simplicity of the patriarchal 
manners of this poo[)le, and custom, remove every 
iiiconv*>n)ence from thi.s usage of the Maronite clergy; 
and far from being hurtful, as it is gcm.*rally asserted, 
to the puriiy of sacerdotal maiimu s, to the respect of 
lie people for the minister of religi*)n, or to the precept 
of confession, it may be said witli peudect truth, that in 
no country of Europe is the clergy so stainless, so 
c.xcluM’' cly bound up in its pious ministry, 8o venerated 
:»* 1 so influential amongst the people, as it is here. If 
we vi- h to behold w'liat the imagination pictures of the 
era •>* early and pure Christianity, if we wish to Boetho 
simph’ Mty imd fervour of the primitive faith, disinte- 
rcstcfmcs.s in ininistiTS of charity, the sacerdotal iiiflii- 
enco without abuse, authority without tyranny, poverty 
without mendicity, dignity without pride, constancy in 
prayer an*l wr. tellings, sobriety, clia.stity, and manual 
lsiboiir,we ii.ust come among the Maronites. Tlie most 
rigid philosopher would not find any reform necessary 
in the public and private life of these priests, who are 
at once the models, the counsellors, and servants of the 
people, i ' 
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There are about two hundred Maronite monasteriesi or on the sides of Lebanon, In the bosom of a simple, 
of diflereiit orders, on Mount Lebanon. These mo- religious, benevolent population, with the view of the 
jiasterics are peopled with twenty to five- and-t wen ty sea and the lofty snows, enjoyed under the palm or 
thousand monks. But these monks are neither rich, arange tree, in the garden of a monastery. A most 
nor mendicants, nor oppres.sors, nor extortioners. They complete police, the result of religion and manners 
are collections of simple and laborious men, who, wish- rather than of legislation, reigns throughout tlie whole 
ing to devote themselves to a life of prayer and free- xtent of the country inhabited by the Maronites ; you 
doin of spirit, renounce the cares of reai’ing a hiinily, may travel alone, and without a guide, by day or by 
and consecrate themselves to God and the earth in one night, without fearing robbery or violence. Crimes are 
of these retreats. Their existence, as I have before almost unknown amongst them ; the stranger is sacred 
mentioned, is tliat of laborious peasants. They tend with the Mahominedati Arab, but yet more so with the 
the cattle and tlu) silk-worms ; they break the rock, and Christian Arab ; bis dt)or is open to him at every hour ; 
build with their own iiaiids the terraces and w'alls of lie kills his kid to do him honour ; he abaiidous his mat 


their fields ; they dig, plough, and reap. The monas- 
teries possess little land, and only rerceive as many 
monks as they can sustain. I have lived a long time 
amongst this peojile, 1 have often visited these com- 
munities, and 1 have iiev(T hoard of any scandal com- 
mitted by a monk. There is not a murmur raised 
against them ; each (tonveiit is but a small fann, the 
servant.^ of which arc voluntary, and receive as wages 
only a roof, an anchorite’s food, aiwl the prayers of their 
church. Useful labour is so iiuich the law of man, it 
is so entirely the condition of Iiappiness and virtue here 
below, that 1 have never mot one of these c«enobites 
whose features did not hear the impre.ss of peace of 
mind, contentment, and health. Tlie bishops po.ssess an 
ahsoluto authority over the monast(?rics comprised in 
their jurisdictions, which are of small compass, as each 
village has its prelate. 

The Maronites, whether descended from the Arah.s 
or Syrians, j^artake all tho virtiu^s of their clergy, and 
hirm a pt'ciiiiar people in the Last. One would imagine 
tluMii a European colony, thrown by chance amongst 
tlie tribes of the <lescrt. 'I'lieir countenances, however, 
are Arab ; the men an; t.'tll, liaudsoine, of a frank and 
haughty aspect, with an iutcUoctual and mild smif 
their eyes hlu<‘, no.se acpiiline, heard blonde, gestures 
noble, voice soUann and guttural ; their nianners arc 
respectful without humiliation, and their costumes and 
weapons splendid. When you ]i.oss through a village, 
and sec the sclicik seated at th«‘ door of lii.s turreted 
mansion, his beautiful liorst's tetliered in the court, and 
the principal men of tin* village clothed in their rich 
pelisses, with their giviUes of red .silk, stuck full of yata- 
gau.s and kaugiars, with silver handles, their heads 
covert'd willi imiueiiSi; turhans, composed of varion.s 
coloured stuffs, witii a broad lappet of purple silk falling 
down their shouhh.Ts, you miglit believe you beheld a 
race of kings. Tliey love' the Europeans as brothers 
tiny arc eouneeteil with us by a coninuiiiity of religion, 
the stronge.st yf all ties ; they coticeivo that wo protect 
tlic'in, by our consuls and ambassadors, against the 
Turks. *Tliey receive our travellers, missioiiarie.s, and 
young interprctcr.s, who go to perfect theinselve.s in the 
Arabic languag e, as relations ai’o welcomed by a family 
amongst us; the traveller, the missionary, an<l the 
interpreter, ulikr! become the cherished guc.sts of tho 
whole nation, 'rivoy are lodged in tho inonastoj’y, or in 
tho house of the sclu-ik ; they are provided with every 
thing in abundance', that the country produces ; they 
are conducted to the falcon-hunts, introduced the 
society of their women, addressed with respect, and ties 
of friend.sliip formed with tlu;ni whicli are never broken, 
and which are bequeathed by the licads of families to 
their children. 

I have little doubt, tliat if this people w'ere tetter 
known, if the magnificent country they inhabit were 
more fretiuently visited, many Europeans wouhl go und 
(establish themselves among tho Maixiiiites. Beauty of 
locality, perfection of climate, moderateness of price for 
all neeoRsarios, eoiifonnity of religion, hospitajjle man- 
ners, individual safety and tranquillity, all concur in 
rendering desirable a habitation amongst these people ; 
and as to myself, if a man could uproot liiiiiself at a 
jerk, if he were not hound to live whero Px’ovidciice 
has indicated his dwelling and his tomb, to serve and 
love hia fellow-countrynieu — an involuntary exile 
should ever bo my lot, 1 should nowhere find it so sweet 
w in one of these quieUMarouitc* villages, at the foot. 


to give him place. 

In each village is a church, or cliapel, in w'hich the 
cex'omonies of tho Catholic faith are celebrated iu the 
Syrian form and tongue. The (.lospel is read by tho 
priest, turning towards liis a.sHistants, in Arabic. Re- 
ligions, .which endure longer than tribes of people, 
preserve their sacred language when luitions have lost 
theirs. 

The Maronites are brave, and naturally warlike, like 
all mountaineers. 'J’hey take arms, to the number of 
thirty or forty thousand men, at the call of the Emir 
Beschir, either to clefcuid the inaccessible routes of their 
mountains, or to pour into the plain, and make Damas- 
cus or the towns of Syria tremble. The Turks dare 
not penetrate into TiChanon, when those races are at 
peace amongst themselves; the Pachas of Acre and 
Dainjiscus liave never como there but when intestine 
dissensions called the in to the one party or the other, 

I do not know whether I dec(?ivo myself, but 1 believe 
that high dc.stinics are reserved for thi.s Maronite p(?o- 
ple — a people pure and primitive iu their manner.s, and 
their religion ; a people w ho possess the traditional virtut'S 
of the patriarchs, decorum, a little liberty, and much 
patriotism, and who, by the similitude of religion and 
tlic relations of comineree, are every <hiy becoming more 
impregnated with Western civili-sation. Whilst all 
around them is pc'rishing frr)m weakiusss or the exhaus- 
tion of ago, they alone seem youthful and endowed with 
fresh vigour, lu pro[»ortion as Syria is di.speopled, they 
will descend from their mountains, found commercial 
cities oil tlic margin of th<^ sea, cultivate the fertile 
plains, where now loam th<* jackal and the gazelle, and 
establish a new empire in tho.se countries, where tho 
old dominion is on the point of expiring. If a man of 
intellect .•^Iiould arist; amongst them, either from tho 
ranks of the influential clergy, or from tin* bosom of 
one of the families of tho cn\irs or sehiek.s whom they 
hold in veneration, and he should understand the future, 
and form an alliance with one of the Liiro})eaii powers, 
he might easily re-enact the wonders of Mahomet- All, 
Pacha of Egypt, and leave behind him the veritable 
germ of an Arabian einpiro. Euro])e is much interested 
in seeing this idea rcali.se J. They would form a colony 
ready made upon these fine sliores, and Syria, ivpcopled 
by a Christian and industrious nation, would enrich tho 
Mediterranean with a irommerce which now languishes, 
would open the iroute to India, drive back the nomade 
and barbaric tribes of the desert, and revive the Eiust. 
There is a greatc'r futurity here than in Egypt : Egypt 
has but one man, Lebanon a nation ! 


THE DUL’ZRS. 

The Druze.s, who witli the Metiialls and Maronites 
form the jirincipal population of Lebanc^i, have long 
passed for a European colony, left in the East by the crii- 
s'uiei’s. Nothing is more absurd. Religion and language 
are the things which are longest j^reserved amongst a 
people. The Druzes are idolaters, and speak Arabic ; 
they are therefore not de.scended from a I'rank and 
Christian parentage. What is more probable is, that 
tli(*y are, like the Maronites, an Arab tribe of tin? desert, 
,vho, having refused to adopt the religion of the prophet, 
and hcLug persecuted by tho now believers, took refuge 
iu the inaccessible solitudes of tho high Lebanon, 
in order to defend their gods and liberty. They have 
prospered ; they have frequently Jmd ‘predomiuanco 
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over the tribes inliabiting Syina; and tho history of which she is regarded by liien whose language siie 
their chief, the Emir Eakar-ul-Din, whom we convert speaks, and whoso manners she follows, has also told 
into Fakardin, has rcndorcd them celebrated, oven in me, that to her the religion of the Druzes was a , mys- 
Europe. It was at tho commoncemciit of the seven- tery. Tho greatest number of travellers who have 
teenth century tluit this prince uppeariMl. writkm upon them, allogo that their creed is but a 

Being named governor of the Druzes, ho gained tho Maliommodan scliiam. 1 am perfectly convinced that 
confidence of the Porto. He repulsed the ferocious they ai*e egrcgiously deceived. There is one thing 
tribes of Balbek, delivered Tyre and Saint Jeand^\cro certain, that the religion of tlie Di'uzes permits them 
from tho incursions of the Bedouin Aiyibs, put to flight to assume the creeds of all persons with whom they are 
the Aga of Beirout, and fixed his capital in that town, in communication, and from this circumstance has 
III vain the Paclias of Ale]>po and Damascus threatonod sprung tho idea that they were schismatic Mahomme- 
Iiini, or denounced him to tlio Divan ; lie bribed his dans. Tho only fact that is ascertained with certainty 
judges, and triumphed by artifie.ii or force over all his uj>on the subject, is tliat they worsliip the calf. Their 
enemies. Ilowcvt r, the Porte, so freipiently warned institutions are in some respects similar to those of tho 
of the progn^ss of tlio Druzes, took at last the resolution people of antiquity. They are divided into two castes^ 
to repress tliern, and jireparod a formidable exju'ditioii. the Akkab, or those wlio know, and tho DgnhelSf or 
The Emil’ Fakar-el-Din wished to tempcjrise. He Jiad those who do not know ; and, according to his caste, a 


formed alliances, and concluded treatii^s, with tho 
prima^s of Italy; ho wont in persou to solicit tho suc- 
cour which those princes had promised ln’m. Deleft 
the government in tho liaiids of Ali, his son, took 
ship]>ing at Beirout, and lied to lh(i court of the 
Medicis at Florence. Tho arrival of a iMahomme- 
dan princ(! in Europe aroused attt'ution. The report 
was spread that Fakar-el-Biii \^'as a descendant of 
tile princes of the house of Lorraine; and that the 
Diiizes took their origin from the comrades of a (’omit 
de Dreux, who had remained in I.ebanon afler th(3 
Crusatles. It was of no consequence that Benjamin ! 
of Tudela ruak(‘.s im'ntion of the Druzes bcfoi’o the 
era of the Crusades; the ])oliti<i adveniniHU' himself 
propagated an opinion likely to interest the sovereigns 
of Europe in his fate. After nine years’ sojourn in 
Florence, the Emir l<^ak:a’-<.'l-DiiJ retui'iied into Syria. 
His son Ali had rejnilsed the ^rurks, and preserved 
entire tho provinces coinjiiered by his falln^r. Ho sur- 
rendered to Jiim tho command. 't’Jio P.mir, corrupted 
by the el(!ganci(is and cnjoyint.'nts of I’lorence, forgot 
that he reigned by inspiring his encinioH with respect 
and terror. He built at Beirout nungnilieent palaces, 
and adorned tliein, like the palaws of 1 tuly, with statues 
and paiiilings, wliich are reiniguaiit to tlio prejudices of 
the orientals. His subjects gi'ew disconhuited ; llie 
Sultan, Amuratli IV., sent once more tho Dacha of 
Damascus, with a povvei ful army, against him. VVliflo 
tho pacha deseenuhid from Lebanon, a Turkish 
blockaded tin’ port of Beirout. Ali, tho chlest son of 
the emir, ainl governor of .'kijdiad, was slain in f!pp(»sing 
the I’aclia of itamascus. I aluar-el-Din scut liis se cond 
son to implore itoaee, on board the admiial’s vessel. 
The admiral retained llio youth a pHsmior, and refused 
all negocintion. Tlio emir Jk;d in eonstcu iiution, and 
shut himself up, with a small iiumlicr of devoted friends, 
in the iiiaeeessiblo rock of Nilka. 'J’Jie Turks, after 
having us<.]pssly besiegf’d liiin fora ivlude year, ret ire<l, 
Fak:ir-el-Diu was again free, aiul relf;ok the road to the 
mountains, Imt, betrayed by sonic of the (companions of 
his fortune, he was d(.‘livere(l to the 'furks, and con- 
ducted to (Joiistai]tino])le. Prostrated ;it the feet (jf 
Amiirath, fliat prince at first treated* him with goir'- 
roHity and bene.vohsicc. Ho gave him a palace and 
slav(‘s; hut shortly a ftei-wards, iq>oji s;>nic suspieionH 
of the Sultan, the biuve and 'inforuinato emir was 
strangled. Tho Turks, wln> coT;tc!il thorjiS(dvos will , 
removing tlic man who causes liiom mnbrago, and i 
respect tho customs of tribes, and llio i> adi'i'*nal Icgi- I 
timach^s ot families, allowed tlu^ p(sstori('’ ef laker el- ] 
Dill to reign It is only a Iiun<lre . years ago thar the j 
death of the asf d(‘“cendant of the famous emir caused . 
the sceptre ot Lfd^jiiioii to lull to anotheT fanniy, thut 
of Chab originaiiy h*om M(-cca, the present cliiof of 
which, tho old Emir l'».;scb;v, now governs these 
countries. 

Tlie religion of the ! k- a nystery which no 

traveller Has bcMi able t«» peiu-trate. j hav<. known 
several Europeans living for a numbi.’r of yr;,j«s arnong.st 
tj^ift have confosHed to ruo their ignorance 

rejgardilj PK^ j l^^ Stanliopo hr-rs-iit, who is jui excep- 
tion from her habitual r«'sid'’ii( 3 «; in tho 

very nilrai^this tribe, and from tho {iitacinneut with 


Drnzo practises such or such a form of religion. Moses, 
Mahomet, Jesus, arc names wdiifrli they hold in venera- 
tion. They assemble one day in tlio week, each in thc3 
place assigned to the degree of initiation to wdiich ho 
lias advanced, and fulfil their rites. Guards are sta- 
tionoil durmg tho eercinoiiics, to watch that no profane 
pcr.son may aiiproach tho initiated. Death is instantly 
lealt out to any rash invader of tho sanctity. Women 
are admitted to these ceremonies. ^J’he prie.sts, or 
Akkals, are marrit’d, and form a hierarchy. Tho cliief 
of the Akkals, or the sovereign pontiff of tlio Druzes, 
rcsid('.s in the village of El-iMutna. Afti'r tluj death 
of a Driize, the people collect round tho tomb, and evi- 
dence is received as to the life of the decoaseil. If the 
testimony be favoni’ablo, the Akkal exclaims, “ May 
the AlLVower fill be merciful to himr’ If tho testi- 
mony, on the contrary, be c(mdemnatoiy, tlio firiest and 
liis assistants preserve! a gloomy silence. The people 
in general believe in the transmigration of souls ; if tho 
life of a Druze has been good, he w'ill revive in a man 
favoured by fortune, brave, and tho idol <»f his count 
iiu n ; if lie Jiri.s been wicked or a coward, he will retuni 
under the form of a camel or dog. 

The schools for cliiidren are numerous, directed by 
the Akkals. 'rhey ari! learnt to r(?ad the Koran, .‘some- 
times, when the Druzes are few in number in a village, 
and .schools are wanting, tliey hit their childron he in- 
structed with those cd' (.’hristiaii.s, and when they initiate 
them at a later date into tlii’Ir mysterious rites, they 
(’trace all traces of (’*hri.stiaiuty. The women arc as 
eligible to the sacerdotal oftice as the men. Adultery 
and divorces are frequent amongst them. Hospitality 
is .sacred with the. Druzes, and no meiiaco or promi.s(3 
will induce one of tlu.’m to deliver even to his prince 
tlie gue.st who has .songlit the protection of hi.s door- 
ay. At Mie period of tho haitlo of iSavarino, the 
I Knropean.3 inhabiting the towns of Syria, fearing the 
i veiigeantrc of tho I’ui ks, rolirivl during soveral months 
I amongst the Dru/.f s, and lived there in jieiTect safety. 

' All men are brothers, and their moral code is that (J 
the Gosjiol, but they obsoiwc it better than we. Oi/r 
Moi’ds are evangelical, but our actions Fagan. 

In my opinion, tho Druz(;s are one of those lrib(!S 
whose *>rjgiTi is lost in tho darkiies-s of time, mounting 
to an aurhpjity extremely remote. In jdiysical appear- 
'Mico tlu'v have a considcralihi riiscjinhlance to tho .J(uvs, 
jiiid the worship of tho calf leads mo to believe tluit 
they are descended from those trilurs of Arabia I’etnea, 

I will) led the J{!ws to tluit species of idolatry, or tliat 
j Ih'.y 'iiave a Samaritan ])arcntag(‘. At prc.Heiit, accus- 
I t (I to a sort of fraternity witli the (’liristian Maro- 
niti and abhoiTing the yoke of the Mahornmedans ; 
ao'i h ’iog numerou.s, rich, capable of discipline, and 
altaclu.d to agi’i( ulture and cornnicrco, they would 
easily form a unibid iiody with tho Maronito tribe, and 
jirogresH with equal rapidity in civilisation, provided 
theiiL fcligiour c( .omonics were respected- 

infi MKTUALl.S. 

^J’he Metnalis, wlio coniposo about a third of the 
population of the low Lebanon, are M^homniedana. of 
the sect of Ali, tho prevailing sect of Fersla, whilst wO 
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ITtirks adhere to that of Omar. This schism in the 
Moslem ci*eed occurred in the 36th year of the Hegira ; 
the partisans of Ali curse Omar as a usurper of the 
Caliphate, and regard Hussein and Ali as saints. Like 
the Persians, they neither drink nor eat with the fol- 
lowers of any other religion than their own, and break 
the glass or plate that has been used by a stranger. 
They look upon themselves as dclilod if their garments 
touch ours ; but as they are weak, and generally con- 
temned in Syria, they accommodate themselves to 
circumstances, and I have had several of them in my 
service who did not pay a rigorous observance to these 
intolerant preeoj>ts. Their origin is ascertained ; they 
were masters of Balbek towards the sixth century, and 
their tribe increasing, extended to tho sides of the 
Anti-Lebanon, round the desert of Bkaa, which at a 
later date they passed, and mingled witli the Hruzes in 
tliat part of tho mountain wliich stretches between 
Tyro and SaVdo. Tho Emir Youssef, uneasy at their 
proximity, armed the Druzos against them, and drove 
them back towards Sapbad and the meiintams of 
Galileo. Haber, Pacha of Acre, courted them, and 
made an allianee with them in 1760, and they were 
then suliiciently numerous to furnish him 10,000 horse- 
men. At tliat period they took possession of tlui ruins 
of Tyre, now a village on the sea-shoro called Sour, 
combated witli valour the Driizes, and completely de- 
feated tile :mny of tlio Emir Youssef, composed of 
^6, non men. Tlii'ir force was only 7)00, but ivige and 
thirst for vt ngianee eonvertod them into heroes; aiul 
tlu) intestine disputes which divided the Druzes be- 
t\v('en the Emir JMaiisour aud the Emir Youssef, contri- 
buted to tlieir success. 

They abandoned Daher, Piieliaof Acre, and their se- 
p:iration precipitated }iis<lestiaiclion and deatii. Hjez/ar- 
1‘ueha, Ids su(r«*(‘ssor, took a enud vciigeauco ui)Ou them. 
From tho year 1777, Hjezzar, master of 8a id(? and Acre, 
laboured without intermibsiou at the extermination 
of this tribe. His persecutions drove IIk'hi to a reconei- 
liatiou with the l.)rn/es, and they v'niered into VoussiPs 
])arty. Though r<idueed to 700 «.)r hOO conihataiits, they 
<lid more for tlie eoimmm cause than the '20,000 Druzes 
and Maronites united at I)ei'r-ol-Kainniar. They, unas- 
sisted, stonmal the fortiess of Mar-1 )j el iha, and put 
OOO Arnaiits to the sword. Driven from Balhek in tho 
i’ollowing year, after a. de; j»erate resistance, tliey took 
refuge, to rlu! number oi oOO or GOO families, amongst 
the JJniZi-s and Maronites, Tiiey suhse<[uentiy again 
ilescemhal into the jilaiii, and at the jir/sent day still 
occupy lh(» magnificent ruins of Heliopolis (Halhok) ; 
but tli(? greater part of the nation remained upon tho 
declivities, and*in 1 lie valleys of Lebanon towards Sour. 
The prineijiality of Balbek, in these Jaltor years, became 
th(^ subject of u hitter contest between two lu’others of 
tlie family Havfouseh, Dja<lj:i and Sultan. They dis- 
])ossossed each other by turns of tliat heap of ruins, 
and lost in the war upwards of eighty members of tlieir 
own family. Since 1810, tho Emir Djidj a has finally 
reigned over Balbek. 


TIIK ASSART \s. 

Concerning the nation of tho Ansnrias, wldcli occupies 
the w'eatcrii chain of Lidianon and the jilains of Lutakia, 
\’olney has given the most correct information. 1 can 
add nothing to it. Like the Druzes, they are idolaters, 
and envelope their religious ceremonies with the dark- 
ness of an initiatory process; but they are more bar- 
barous. I will only concern myself with that part of 
their liistory whicli goes back to tlie year 1807. 

At that period, a tribe of the Ansarias, feigning a 
qnarri'l with their chief, quitted bis territory in the 
mountains, and went to ;isk an asylum and protection 
from the bjinir of Maszyad. The emir, eagm* to take 
sxlvantago of so favounible an opportunity to weaken 
bis enemies by division, welcomed tiio Ansarias, with 
tbeir Sebeik Mahmoud, into tho walls of .Miuszyad, and 
pushed his hospitality to such a pitch, as to dislodge a 
portion of tlic inliabitants to inakcj room for thu mgi- 
tivea. During several muntlis all vcmaiued tranquil ; 


but one day, when the greatest part of the inhabitants 
of Maszyad had left the town to labour in the fields, at 
a given signal the Ansarias fell upon the emir and his 
son, alow them, seized upon the castle, put to death all 
the Isinaelians who w'ere in the town, and then set fire 
to it. On the following day, a great number of Ansarias 
came to join tho perpetrators of this detestable conspi- 
racy at Maszyad, the secret havmg been preserved by 
a whole people for nearly five months. About 300 
Ismaeliaiis perished, and the rest fled for refuge to 
Hama, Homs, and Tripolis. 

The religious practices and manners of tho Ansarias 
have induced Burckhardt to conclude that they were 
an exiled tribe from Hindostan. It is quite certain 
that they Avere established in Syida long before the 
conquest of the Ottomans. The w'orship of the dog, 
which appt.‘ftrs to have Iiecu in gi’cat repute among the 
ancient Syrians, and to havo given its name to the 
Nahr-el-Kelb, flie River of the Dog, near the ancient 
Berytus, is still preserved, it is said, amongst some of 
the Ansariaii families. This Irilie is going to decay, 
and might bo easily driven away or subjected by the 
Druzes and Maronites. 


JOL'RNEV CONTINUED. 

Novrmlrr 18 I have arrived from an excursion to 

the monastery of Aiitoura, one of the grandest und 
most celebrated on Lebanon. Oil ciuitting Beirout, 
we proceeded for an hour along the banks of tho sea, 
beneath a canopy of trees of all foliages and forms. 
Tlie greater part were fruit-trees, figs, pomegranates, 
oranges, aloes, and fig-sycarnores ; the last a gigantic 
tree, tlie fruit of which, in ])ro<iigious quantity, and 
similar to small Hgs, did not grow’ at tho oxtretnity of 
the brandies, but were sticking to tho trunk and 
branches like pieces of moss. After crossing the river 
by the Roman bridge, the appearance of which I have 
described above, we followed a samly plain to Cape Ba- 
troun, fornn d by an arm from Ld»am)ii ])rojoeted into 
tlie sea. 'i’liis arm is but a rock, in w hich a rr»ad has 
been cut in ancieiittimcs, wheuce tliii view is magnificent, 
Tlici sidiJS of the ruck are covtu-ed, in several places, 
witli Greek, Latin, ami Syrian inscriptions, and with 
figures seulptuiv'd out of the rock itself, the object and 
signification of which arc now lost. It is pi’ubable that 
they have refiu’once to the worship of Adonis, formerly 
prevailing in these districts ; be had, according to tra- 
dition, tom])les and funeral ceremonies near the spot 
where he perish (ul. It is believed that this spot W'as 
i-n tho banks of the river tiiat wo had just }>asscd. 

After dcsconding from this elovcitiMi and picturesque 
road, tho couulvy suddenly changed its a'^pect. The 
eye fell into a narrow' and deep gorge', traversed by 
another river, the Nalir-id-Kdb, or River of the Dog. 
It Hows ill silence betw'i'eii two lu rpendicular walls of 
rock, tw’o or three hundred feet higli. In certain places 
it completely fills the valley, ami in others leaves a 
narrow margin ftetwoon its waters and tho rock. This 
margin is covei’cd with trees, sugar-canes, reeds, and 
brusliwood, which form a green thick shade upon tho 
b:mk‘^, at intciwals extending over the river itself. A 
ruined khan is perched upon a rock at tho edge of the 
water, opposite a narrow bridge, which we crossed with 
trembling. In tlu' sides of the rocks walling up this 
ravine, tli Arabs have, with great iHU’sevo ranee, hew'od 
out stej)S to servo as pathways, wdiich Ikang almost 
1 plump over the river, which we were compelled, how- 
ev er, to climl) up, as w'ell as descend, on horseback. Wo 
abandoned ourselves to the instinct and surc-footcdiiess 
of our horses, but w'e couid not forbear shutting our 
eyi'S at certain points, to avoid growing dizzy at the 
frightful declivities, the slipperiiiess of tlie rocky steps, 
cud the depth of tho abyss yawning below. A few 
years ago, the lato legate from tho pope to tho Maro- 
nites was precipitutml down these precipices hy a false 
step of his horse. 

At the mouth of this pass we found onrsi'lvcs on an 
elevated table-land, covered with crops, vineyards, and 
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small Maronite villageg. We perceived, on a knoll 
before ua, a handsome new house of Italian architecture, 
with a portico, terraces, and balustrades. It was the 
residence which Monsignor Lozanua, bishop of Abydos, 
and present legate of the Holy See in Syria, had caused 
to be built for Iiis winter habitation. In the summer 
lie lives in the monastery of Kanoubiii, the residence 
of the patriarch, and the ecclesiastical caj>ital of the 
Maronites. That convent, being at a much higher 
elevation on the mountain, is almost inaccessible, and 
nearly buried in snow during the winter. Monsignor 
Lozanna, a man of refined manners, cultivated mind, 
profound erudition, and strong and quick intellect, has 
been most liappily chosen by the court of Rome to cul- 
tivate the political objects and influence of Catholicism 
amongst the dignified Maronite clergy. He would have 
ably filled a similar mission at Vienna or Paris; he 
was the representative of those Roman prelates, the in- 
heritors of the grand and noble diplomatic traditions 
of that government where brute force is extinct, and 
where personal ability and dignity are all-prevailing. 
Monsignor Lozanna is a Piedmontese ; he is not likely 
to remain long in these solitudes ; Rome will employ 
him to greater advantage upon a more stormy arena. 
He is one of those men who justify fortune, and whose 
high career is legible on his energetic and intellectual 
countenance. With those people lie very wisely assumes 
an oriental luxury and imposiug costume and nuiimers, 
as without these illusions the people of Asia can con- 
ceive neither sanctity nor power. He has taken the 
Arab costume ; his prodigious beard, carefully combed, 
falls in golden folds on his purple robe, and bis full- 
blood Arab mare rivals in docility and beauty the finest 
mare of a desert scheik. We sliortly perceived him 
coming towards us, followed by a numerous suite, his 
horse curvetting on the j>reeipices along which wc ad- 
vanced M'ith so much precaution. 

After the first eonipliments, he conducted us to his 
delightful villa, whore a (rullation was pre]>ared for us, 
and shortly after he accoinpanit'd us to tlie nionasttu’y 
of Antoura, where ho provisionally resided. Two young 
Lazarist priests, arrived fnjm Prance sijico the revolu- 
tion of July, are at present tlio only occupiers of this 
beautiful and immense convent, which was built at a 
former date by the Jesuits. I'lie Jesuits li.'ive, at seve- 
ral periods, attemptc.'d to establish their mission and 
influence amongst the Arabs, but they have never suc- 
ceeded, and do not ajjpear destineil to bo more success- 
ful in our own days. Tlie reason is plain ; there is no 
political spirit in the religion of men in the East; 
cumpletedy separated from the civil power, it gives 
neither influence nor action to the state. The state; is 
Mahoinmedaii ; Catholicism is unfettered, but it bas no 
human means of dominion ; and as it is above all things 
by human iiicans that the .system of the Jesuits lias 
atteinpt(‘d to ojicrate, and htus operated rcligiouslv, this 
country is perlectly unsuited to them. Religion ib there 
divided into orthodox or schismatic coinniiinitics, whose 
creed is part of the hereditary family-blood and cha- 
racter. Abhorrence and irreconcilable liatred exist 
among the diflerent Christian communities, much more 
than between the Turks and Chrr t wins. Conversions 
are impossible where a change of erred is an oj)pro- 
brium, branding, and perhaps ]ea<ling' to extermination, 
a tribe, a village, or aliimily ; and, as to the Mahoinme- 
uans, it is altogether tinlieard-of that f»ne of them is 
converted. Their religion is a practical the 

which is tlie s:iijie in oriiicipJe with tij-it 
Jnu of tlio divinity man. 

i he Mahomniedan eree'disa beliid' in divine inspiration, 
more wise, and more favoured 
with tlie oeiestjul -manalion, tlum the rest of his follow 
cre^urc;s ; at a laif'r «late sume miraculous deeds as 
t-O the iiiissioi) oI iiialn e -'t were mingled, but these 
legendary miracles form no part ,d‘ the foundation of 
the religion, and are ultogetlun- rf*jeote<i by ihe eii- 
lighten^d Turks. All religions liuve their legends, 

I traditions, their popular Air/c. The pbiloso- 
if Mahonimedaiiism is quite free from those 
Lturos •, it contains notliing but resignation 


to the will of God, and charity towards inert. I liavd 
known a great number of Turks and Arabs, deeply 
religious, who only admitted so much of their religion 
as wjis human, and according to reason. They did not 
coerce their reasoning faculties to receive dogmas from 
which they recoiled in disgust. Theirs Avaa a practical 
and contemplative theism. Such men are not to be 
converted — men sober down from the marvellous dogma 
to tlie simple, but do not ascend from the simple dogma 
to the nuirv<*lIou8. 

The interference of th Jesuits w'as attended with 
other inconveniences to the Maronites. Jly the very 
nature of their institution, they easily rouse party 
spirit and religious factions in the clergy, and in the 
people at large — they create;, by the very ardour of 
their zeal, «;ither enthusiasm or hatred — nothing re- 
mains in moderation w ith tlicm. The Maronite clergy, 
although simple ami good, could not see with a com- 
placent eye the establishment amongst them of a ndi- 
gions order, which strove to withdraw a part of the 
Catholic population from their spiritual dominion. The 
Jesuits, therefore, exist no longer in Syria. Only lately 
two young fathers, the one a Frenchman, and the other 
a German, have arrived, upon the invitation of a Maro- 
iiito bishop, to act as professors in a school which he 
had founded. 1 knew these tw'o oxcelbuit young men, 
both of whom wore full of fiiith, and hiirning with a 
disiiitcrestt^d zeal. They neglected nothing to projiagate 
amongst the neighbouring Dnizes some itlea of Cliris- 
tianity ; but the result of their exiTtions W'cnt not 
beyond baptising little cliildren, surrcfititiously and 
unknown to the parcuits, in families when; they intro- 
duced themselves under pretext of giving im.'dical 
advice. They apjieared to me little inclined to submit 
to the somewhat ignorant usages of the Maronite 
bishops ill conveying instruction, and I have an o})inioii 
that they will return into Europe without having suc- 
ceeded in naturalising a taste for an improv ed eiluca- 
tioii. The French father was worthy of being a 
professor in Rome or Rari.s. 

The convent of Anioura has passed to tlie T.azavists, 
since the extinrition of tlie order of Jesuits, Tiie two 
young fathers who resided in it luul often visited us at 
Ikdrout. We had found their society as agreeable as 
it was unexpected ; virtuous, guiledess, modest, .si)](;ly 
occupirnl in severe and enlightened studies, well versed 
in all the affairs of Europe, ami partaking the numtal 
movement which wasabroad,thcuiii versality ami learned 
tone of their conversation was so much tin* more charm- 
ing to us, in proportion to the rarity of its occurrence 
in the desert. When w'o passed an evening with them, 
talking of tlie political events in our ^;ountrv, of the 
iiitellectujd systems wdiich w'ore falling <»r wiiieli wt're 
rising in i ' aiice, of the writ«‘rs who wa ve disputing 
Fiipreinacy in the jiress, of tlie orators who comiutTed 
by turns in the tril imc, of the doctrim;s (»f Me Future, 
or of those of tin; Siiiionians, w(; might have believed 
ourselves conversing two leagues from Paris with men 
who had jost left that capital. They w'cro at tlie same 
j time models of sanctity, and of an artless and pioUs 
fervour. One of them was labouring under severe in- 
disposii-.on : tiie piercing air of Lebanon was gnawing 
his lungs, and contracting the number of his years, lie 
iiad hut a word to write to his superiors to obtain his 
recall to France, hut he would not charge Ijis conscience 
by so doing. He consulted M. <le Jjaroyere, whom I 
had with me, and asked him if he could, in his capacity 
O' phj.sician, give him a formal and conscientious opi- 
'lioi. f nat tho air of Syria w'as mortal to his constitution. 
M. d(‘ Ijuroycre, wlioso conscience was as severely 
eerupv.ious as that of tiie young monk, did not venture 
to express his opini<m so explicitly, and the man of re- 
ligion was silent, a;id remained at Ids post. 

Th-cse ecelesip>=f i rs, lost in so vast a monastery, whore 
there w:i.s - 1’ :> ;..,)gle Arab besides themselves to wait 
upon tlu’m, receivi'd us with that cordiality which a 
cominoii country inspires to tlmse who meet far from 
k. W'e passed two days with them, each of us having 
a pretty largo cell with a bed and cliaiva^ very unusugl 
piccca of furmture on these mountalnis. Tho mon^t^y 
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is situated in the hollow of a valley at the edge of a pine ! 
wood, at mid<height up Lebanon, and having, by a gorgo | 
in the valley, a glimpse of the boundless prospect over 
the coasts and Sea of Syria. The remainder of the 
landscape consists of peaks of grey rock surmounted 
nith villages or monasteries. A few fir, orange, and 
fig trees, are growing here and there amidst the rocks, 
and in the vicinity of tlic torrents and springs. It is a 
locality worthy of Naples and the Gulf of Genoa. 

Tlic convent of Aiitoura is in the neighbourhood of a 
nunnery of Maronito females belonging to the chief 
families of Ijcbanon. From the windows of our cells 
we saw those of the young nuns, whom the arrival of a 
company of strangers in their vicinage appeared greatly 
to interest. Those female convents have here no social 
utility. V olnr* Y speaks, in his travels in Syria, of this con- 
vent near A iitoiira, where a woman, named U india, exer- 
cised horrible atrocities on her novices. The name and 
history of Hindia are still well known on these mountains. 
Imprisoned for many yeax’H hy ord('r of the Maroiiite 

! )atriarcli, her repentance and goo<l conduct procured 
icr liberty. Slie died a short while ago, in great re- 
putation i'or sanctity among some Christians of her 
sect. She was a fanatic hy design, or from imagina 
tioii, w'ho suecoeded in fanatieising a certain number of 
simple and credulous persons. The laud of Arabia is 
the land (jf prodigies ; every thing takes root, and every 
fanatic may become a prophet in his turn. Lady Stan- 
hope is an additional proof of the fact. This disposition 
for the marvellous is owing to two causes — to a strongly 
tlevelopod r*‘ligioii3 sentiment, and to a want of eqnili- 
briuiu h(}tween the imagination and the reason, rhun- 
toms are s(h.‘ii only in tlu> dark j there arc always 
mi]*a(.‘lcs in a land of ignorance. 

The lerraeo of the convent of Antoura, on which wi 
wall<ed for some l)oiirs during the day, is overshadovver 
hy inagiiitieent oraug«'-tr(ios, nientit)ned hy Volney as 
the most In^autiful and aiiei('nt in Syria. They are still 
flourishing; in appearance similar to our walnut -treo}- 
of half a century, tlu'v droop over tlie garden and roof 
of the ^jionvent in a .clustering and odoriferous canopy, 
and bear on their trunks the names of Volney, and o 
.some I’liigli.sli travellers, who hud j)assod, like us, sour 
moment.s at their feet. 

The grouj) of mountains in which Antoura is placed, 
ia know 11 under the name of Kosrouan, or of the chair 
of Casiravan. This district extends from the Nahr-cl 
Kehir to the Nahr-el-Kidh, and coinprise.s the country 
properly so called, of the i^Iaronites. 'I'his torritorj 
belongs to tliein, and it is Jicre only that their privileges 
prevail, although fi om day to day they arc extending 
into tile cvuintry of llie Di’uzes, and carrying with then 
their laws and iluiiiner.s. The principal product of thesi 
mountains is silk. Tlie wiiri, or land-tax, is assesaei 
upon the number of mnlherries each possesses. Tin 
Turks exact from dhe Jhnir ileschir one or two miri; 
iu the yi'iir as trihut(», and the emir collects severa 
hesid(?s for hi.s own heiiefit. Howevc’r, notwithstanding 
the complaints of tlio Maronites as to their exccssiv 
taxation, these imposts are not to be i-ompared witl 
wliat we pay in Franco or England. It is not the ex 
tent of the tax, so much as its arbitrariness and im gu 
barity, w Inch o])presses a nation. If taxation in Turke; 
was legal and fixed, it would not be h it ; but wlier<' it i: 
not determined by the law', there is no property 
rather property is uncertain and unproductive ; th 
riches of a people lie in the beneficial constitution o 
property. Each scheik of a village assesses the irapo? 
iu his jurisdiction, and takes to himself a portiim uf ii 
At bottom these people are happy. Their ruleii} feai 
them, and dare not establish themselves in their pro- 
vinces ; their ridigion is free and respected ; their con- 
vents and churches crown the suminits of their hilts ; 
their bells, which they love as the sound of liberty and 
independence, ring in the valleys day and night to 
prayer. They ai*e governed by their own chiefs, selcctod 
from their principal families, according to usage or 
hereditary nglit. A strict but equitable police maiu- 
fains order and security in the villages ; property is 
^vscertalngd, secured, and transmitted from father to 


on ; commerce is in activity ; their manners are simple 
and uucorrupted. I have never seen any people in the 
^orld bearing on their features a greater appearance 
•f health, independence, and politeness, than tuese men 
f Lebanon. The educiition of tho people, though 
imited to reading, writing, arithmetic, and the cat<N 
hism, is universal, and gives to the Alaronites a legi- 
Imate superiority over the other Syrian tribes. I can 
>nly com})are them to the peasants of Saxony and Scot- 
land. 

We returned to Beirout by the sea shore. Tho 
mountains which skirt the coast are covered with 
monasteries, constructed in the stylo of tlie Florentine 
irillas of the middle agc.s. A village is perched on each 
eminence, surmouiitod by a forest of spreading pines, 
and traversed by a torrent falling in a brilliant cascade 
to the foot of a ravine. There aro little fishing ports 
along the whole of this indented coast, filled with boats 
moored to tht^ jetties or tho rocks. Vineyards, barley 
fields, and mulberry groves, descend from the villages 
to the sea. The towers of ^Vu^ monasteries and churches 
rise above the sombre verdure of the fig-trees and 
cypresses. A beach of white sand divides the foot of 
the mountains from the clear and blue waves. Two 
.-agues of this country might deceive tho eye of tho 
traveller; if he could forget he was 1100 miles from 
Europe, he might think himself upon the margin of the 
Lake of Geneva, between Lausanne and Vevey, or r n 
the enchanting banks of tlie Saone, between Ma^on and 
Lyons ; but the edging of the picture is more majestic 
at Antoura ; and w-hen his c?yes are raised, he sees tho 
snowy peaks of Saniiin piercing the sky, and glittering 
like streaks of fire. 


NOTE 

nV TIIK EDITOR OF THE ORIGINAL EDITION. 

The journal of the author w’as here interrupted. At 
the commencement of December lie lost his only 
daughtt-r. Slio was carried ofi’ in two days, at the 
moment her health, disordered in France, ajipeared 
completely re-established by the air of Asia, h^lic died 
in the arms of her father and mother, in the country 
house in the suburbs of Beirout, where M. de l.amar- 
tine hail fixed )ii.s family to pass the w-iiitcr. The ves- 
sel, which he hud si-iit back to Europe, was not to return 
to tho coasts of Syria until the month of Alay 1833, in 
order to take up tho travcllei's. Tliey remained six 
months in .ra*V>auoii after their sad disaster, over- 
whelmed by the blow which Providence liad directed 
against them, and w ithout any comfort in their grief 
but the tears of their fellow-travellers and friends. 

Ill the month of Alay the ship “The Alceste'* re- 
turned to Beirout, as had been arranged ; but the tra- 
vellers, wishing to sj>are tho imfortunalo mother any 
additional ])angs of sm-row', did not embark on board 
the vcssc-1 wliichjiad conveyed them in happiness and 
hope with tlic diarming ehild tliey had lost. AI. de 
Lamartine had got the body of his dangliter embalmed, 
iu order to carry it to Saint-Point, when', at her last 
moments, she liad li'stitied her desire to be buried. He 
entrusted tins sacreil deposit to The Aleeste,” which 
was to sail iu company w-itU him, and he chartered 
another vessel, tlio brig “ Sophia,*’ Captain Coulonne, for 
himself, his w'ife, and liis friends. 

The journal of his remarks was not resumed for four 
mc'iths after his loss. Before quitting Syria, he visite«l 
nanipscus, Balbek, and other remarkable places, which 
form the subjects of the notes which commoucc with 
the date of tho ‘J8th March 1833. 

[ The translator of the present edition considei's this 
to be the place most appropriate for the introduction 
of the following poem, which AI. de Lamartine wrote 
on tho death of his beloved daughter. It appeal's at. a 
different and less suitable part of the otlier editions of 
the work.] 
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GBTHSEMAKn, OR Tnii! BEATn OF JULIA. 

I from the breast have been a man of grief, 

My heart, in plaee of l>loo<l, rolls tears alono. 

Or, rather, from my t<iar8 spriug.s no rolic‘f, 

Sincjo Cl Oil has changtHl them, in their fount, to stone'; 
Ciall is my honey, satlncss is my joy ; 

For mo tho tombs a brothor's lie posjioss. 

And nothing ean my stops a.-^ido donoy 
Jhit sights of ruin and dirtiest, 

OJrcon field.s arul laughing f^kics if 1 e.si>y. 

Or sweet vales opening to ombratHi tlui sea, 

I pass, and, smiling bitterly, T cry, 

“A plaoo for bliss, hut, ah not bliss for mo !” 

My spirif.s echo will but groans repeat. 

My soul’s true home is Avhere men ever weep — 

A laud with mortal dust and tears replete. 

Is sueh a couch as fits my slwp. 

You ask mo wherefore— but were I to tell. 

The hitter gulf worQd bo but stirred anew'. 

An<l s^ibbinga only would my lips expel— 

Yet pierce my lieart, and all ivill come to view ! 

There, in each fibre, death Inis plungoil a Icnife, 

Slow torture lies in every pulling wave. 

Its chambers teem with things that know’ no li/e — 

My wul is hut one mighty grave ! 

While yet beside Christ’s chosen place of birth, 

I did nut ask ea<di ballow’ed mount and liidd. 

Whore, at liis feet, tho iKior flung palin.s on earth. 

Or wlicrc the A^\»rd w’lis by his voice revoale«l : 

AVljorc loud hosannahs haih d liis conquering path. 

Or, wet w’ith lioly tcor.s from w’oman’s <'ye, 

His hand, the while it wiped his brow’s hot bath, 

Caressed the little cdi;i Iren nigh 
Loa<l mo,” T cried, “ unto tlie place ter'.r.s ! — 

To that s.id garden, where the Aluri of V. oe, 

Jly Cod forsaken and his earthly peers, 

►Swatc bloody drops, as in the mort.il thr<V‘ ; 

There leave nio, for I too would prove Hk* whole 
Concentred anguish that an hour may r<...d ; 

Fain is the worshi]* of my hope-Teft soul — 

This is the altar whore T kneel !’' 

There is, upon Mount Olive’s dusty h.ise, 

Hencath the shade of ISiou's cruTnhIing wail;;, 

A place from whieli the .siin withhohln it.*' rays. 

\Vlicro scanty Kedron o\r it.s chaimo] crawls; 

There hath Jclioshaphat it.s graves stwiped out. 

And ruins* '.stead of grass, eju’tli bears al»)ne, 

And trailing roots from hollow (dives .“prout 
Auviil tho tombstones, thicldy strewm. 

Uctween two riX’ks there stands a darksome grof . 

W'ln.ro Jesus once foretaftted death’s whole powi-r. 

When, rousing thri(!ij the Klecpcrs near the spot. 

Me said, “ Watch yo ! for fojirful is the hour !” 

'J'he trembling lip, iip.on the blood-stained earth, 
iSeoms yet tho dropping.s of tho ciiii to tJlsfe ; 

Tlic sweat, to ivhieli tliut Hiicrifice gave birth. 

May yet upon the rocks be traced. 

There sat I, w’hile my hands sustained my head. 

And musf.rl w’hat thoughts had filksl^hat heavenly miinl, 
And numlH ied all the tears myself had shed, 

Who.st? flow had left a furiow’ed track behind ; 

T raised again, and weighed niy hnrdcns all. 

And Sfnnulcd of my griefs the Avhrdo abyss— 

Wlien of a dream rny soul became tlie tTitall, 

And what a dream, great God, wa.v tois? 

I late had left, lumealh a mother’.s wing. 

My child, my gii l, my treasure, and my c«i . 

*\\ hose bft)v* fresh ehanns yet < ame to •. ock cacJi ^.jU’iog. 

AUhongn ler sou’ was riixj for heavenly air. 

Her form was one that cu-.ild not have tho eye, 

For 1 y its liglit her trace might followed be ; 

And never father ‘.jiw ber pn.s.^ii v’ by, 

But threw an -r ^yxing lance on mo. 

Sole relic she of my storm .. '•a ca’-eer. 

Sole fruit of m.my thn/'Ts. 'a singio hirfh, 

Sweet as a wclconie-ki«s, or parting tecr, 

Perpetual blessing of my wandering tu?:u th, 

A sunny ray that gave my cascinimt light, 

A bird that sipjx'd tho food my own lips brolie, 

A 0igb of music near my couch by night, 

A kind caress when T aw'oke! 


iMoro, more eiho was ; my mother’s form she bore, 

In hor’s my mother’s looks would still revive ; 
Tliroiigb her the past hocaine tho past no more, 

My former joy, though changed, bho kept cTlivo; 
Ten happy yeans >vex-e echoed from her tongue, 

Our household air w’as by her .stop m.ade bright. 
Tears from niy eyes her simjdo glance oft wrung. 

Her smile filled all iny heart Avitli light. 

Her brow w’onld shadow’ hack my lightest thought, 
Her pure blue eye n fleeted still iny owti, 

And o’er that orb my cares a dimness brought. 

As when a shade aero.ss a piX)l is thrown : 

But all her own heart's thoughts w'cto lively, sweet. 
And gravcncss rarely on her lips abode, 

Iriave when she knelt before her mother’s feet. 

And prayed w’ith folded hands to God. 

I dreamt that to these scenes T liad her led. 

And that upon niy knee tho fair thing leant. 

And, W’hile my arms enclosed her feet and head, 

'I’hat tenderly to hers my br ow wa.s bent : 

Tuiiiod back irjion my aj’ra in haIf-eeJit>so, 

Her head’s soft burnished gold lay strewn the while. 
And her white teeth shone bright between lier lips, 
Half-i»arted ever with a smile. 

l^ver to me, to me her look she raised. 

To breathe her •*pirit and draw’ fnrili my soul, 

And of the love that in tny own e>(j blazed, 

Gorl oidy can eoiripirte the snniles.s w’lrolc ; 

Aly lips for fondness knew’ not w hen; to pri‘s'<. 

Yet still she sought them, like a toying child. 

And oft tho.se lips of their beloved caress, 

By turning mouth and check, bcgutl(;d. 

'I bcn unto God my raptur’d heart exclaimed, 
“Ikilher! while these light-.dieilding ryi’s 1 s( e, 
AVilh hymns of praise alone slialfc thou be naim-ii I 
Her life of ilow’crf. is life c uough for me ! 

On lier my share of thy bc.sL gifts bestow', 

Gaston Ircr path all coming hojics of mine, 
f’repare Iier bridal eomdr, and Ofnar (brow* 

The arms that wait hen* at. tlio shrine ! " 

While thus by ])rayc r ami drt;mny joy po.ssesf . 

My eye and liern t. m<?:uiwhil(^ had faihsl ♦<> uole, 
That liea\h.T on my arm her forehead )»r-e.st. 

Ami o’l-r her feel a stony cliill liad shot ; 

My .hrlta ! why, oh why art thou so palo ? 

Why this moBt brow wherefon; tlii.s ebanging hiiel 
fspeak — smile, my angel! ah, thou fidgn’-'t tliis ;ul ! 
Ilo-ojxj rny book — those eyes of blue ! ” 

But on her rosy lip dcatli's purple fell, 

The Ir.alf-fonncd .smile was bla.-.teil in its bprin;/, 

AIoiv and nmr'c Jahennid grew Jjcr bn.soni’.s swa-ll, 

JLiko the last flappings of it fnlding winR ; 

X’ros.sing h’T heart, 1 watrdicd its lie.alirigs wild. 

Ami wli.. a in «ighs the soul at Icngtli took flight, 

My heart felt iload within ino, lik(' a child 
That dies before it sees the light. 

iJeariug within my aims my more than lifi-, 
t rose irjuiy.ht and walked away .anon, 

.Stiiggi ring like one just hurt in mortal strife. 

Ane. haid my f:hild on the cold altar stone; 

To Iii r .-.hut ey, s iriy lip J cJo.sely prest, 

JS'oi h.-r brow' of all its warmth ben.-ft, 

T’.nt still appean d like sorinj bweet song.ster s m -'t, 
WliieJr yet tin; bird hath now ly left. 

And thu..(, while one cha-nal hour w'ent by, 
ol angni.sh bocined o'er mo to pa.s.s, 
f.rn / fiUod my iiearl's void space, ami made mo cry, 
*‘My Goil, I liad but her! my all she wa«!” 
hi bi.i ono love were all my loves cmnbrrrcd, 

T»t.- very dead .she had to mo bronglit back, 
iSolo fruit which on tho tree was lolt behind. 

By tho dark fitoruisi which swept my trnek. 

The solo link waP dro !n my broken chain, 

(hi* ?.i spot , f blue? ill all my heaven ! 

That In our uousc more j»\v<*«t nright be ita strain, 

A name of innsio wc to her had given ; 

She w'us ruy w'orld, my Houroo of moticai — sound, 

A voice that boro encliautment every where. 

The charm to which my eyes were over bound. 

Morn, eve, and night, my Joy and oaro: 
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The glass in which my heart itself could see. 

My purest days bad on her brow a pluce^ 

A ray of lasting bliss conferred on me— 

Lord ! all thy gifts assembled in ono face? 

Sweet burden, by Jier mother on mo thrown, 
l^yes and u soul like mine in brightest day. 

Life of my life, voice echoing my own, 

A living heaven in my way ! 

Tako her, and satisfy, relentless fate. 

Thy (pienehless thirMt for agonies and death ! 

IjQ ! on tliy shrine, I lay her beauteous weigJit, 

And now, if i'ini)tied, break my cup of wrath ! 

My girl, my child, my breatli of life ! one tre^-s, 

Ih'liold ! I. sever from tho golden chains 
That bound me yesterday to her caress : 

And now no more to mo remains ! 

A Ptiiling sob now woke me; all the rock 
AV hereon 1 sat, seemed clothed witli sweat of blood, 
JVIy cold hand gave niy brow an icy shoclc. 

And on my cheeks two frozen tear-droiis stood. 

As flies the eagle to its nest, I fled ! 

Low sobs I heard, us 1 my ho)ne drew nigh; 

Love but delayed for me the hour of dread — 
fSni; waited but for me to dio ! 

Now all is still within rny lifeless home, 

Two w<M‘iunK eyes ever my own oppose, 

T know not what I seek, nor where 1 roam. 

My arms on nothing ope, on nothing close- 
t'no colour all my days ami nights now wear, 

JT.iyer in my bosom was with hoj)» laid low'; 

3ti.it hear, my soul, Clod’s ehasteiiin.g bravely hear, 

And kiss the hand that gave the blow ! 


JOIJTINEY TN S^'lUA CONTTNIIKD. 

On tJio *28(11 March 1 1( tt llciroiil; for Balltck and 
DjiiiiaKcus. 'i'lic* caravan was. composed of twi-nty-six. 
■horst'S, and or ten Arahs on loot, hfj domc.stics 

and escort. 

On Bcirout, wo procc'cd 'd 3)y dccy> roads 

tl)roii;^li a I'cd sand, the margins of which were fes- 
tooiu'd with all tho 1 lowers of Asia in the Itmufy ami 
frak^’ancu} of spring ; with nopals, u prickly shrub, with 
clu.st(.‘rs of llow(.rs yellow as gold, somcwliafc similar to 
tho yellow hroom of onr monniahis; viiu.'S, hanghi 
iVom tree lo tree, and hoautifnl carohs — a tree, with 
loaves of a (lack green and I roii/c C(^1onr, interwovmi 
l)ran(0ies, and a trunk of dusky, smooth, and shiniii 
harl;, tlio most b(>untiful tr(Mj in llios(J climat(\s. Jn 
Jiiilf an hour wo reached the summit of the jiromontory 
focming th(> (.'apo of Ueiront, which t(.*rminates iii a 
romulcd point julting into the sea, and at its base is a 
w idc pl.'iin, tra versed hy the Nahr-ol-lkii’oiit. This plain, 
well watcrcHl and culti^ atod, ])lantc(l in ail parts w ith 
Ix'autiful palm-trees, green mtilheiTios, and pines witli 
wide and bushy topsy dies away under the first ridge 
of Lel.»aiion. At the culminating point of (he plain (»f 
llcirout, tho maginiic(mt wood of Fakar-el-Bin, or 
J’akardin, oxtemls. Jt is tho proineuado of Beir(>ut, 
w hero tho Turkish and Arab horsoinoii, and tln^ Buro- 
peaiis, go to exercise their Iior.s(^s, and run courses of 
tho djerid. It was where 1 went myself every day tw 
I'ass some hours on horseback, fioinetimes gallopiiig 
over tho desert sands which rise above lli? blue wat' rs 
of tho Syrian Sea, sometiines slowly walking in a deep 
reverie, under tho avenues of pines wliich cover a coii- 
sidorabh? portion of tin? promontory. It is the most 
beautiful spot tluit I know of in tlie W'orld, with its 
gigantic pines, W'hose vigorous trunks, slightly bent by 
the ocean winds, and rearing thoir wide and rounded 
branches in leafy canopies, are grouped in clusters of 
two or three, or scattered singly, at intervals of twenty 
ra(*eB, over a golden sand, glittering hero aud there 
tbrough the green turf sprinkled with ancniuncs. They 
''cre planted by Falcar-cl-Din, wliose wonderful adven- 
tures have syn’ead Ins fame in Kurope, and still x>ro- 
®<'rve bis name. I grieved every day at seeing a hero 
uf modern times overthrow tlieso trees, which had been 
planted by so renowned a character. Ibrahim Pacha 
bad ordered several of them to bo cut down for his 
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marine ; but there still remained enough to render tho 
promontory distinct to tho eyo of the mariner, and to 
excite the admiration of a man captivated by the beau- 
tiful scenes of nature. 

It is from here, according to my idea, that wo have 
the most splendid view of Lebanon. Wo are at its feet, 
but yet sufficiently distant to be bey<jnd reach of its 
shadow, and for tJio eye to canvass it in all its hciglit, 
to plunge into the darkness of its gorges, to descry tlio 
foam of its torrents, and to freely glance among tho 
lowest peaks which flank it, each Ix^ariug a Maronito 
conv(*nt, rising from out tliickets of piues, cedars, or 
black eyju'csses. Samiin, tho highest and most pyra- 
midal pt.‘ak of lichanon, commands all the lower peaks, 
and forms, with its ot(n‘nal snow, (he majestic ttirinina- 
tioji on which the violet, rose, and gobl, arc iniiiglod 
in hue, of tlic mountainous horizon wliJch floats in tho 
firmament, not lik(j a solid body, but as a vapour, a 
transparent steam, througli whicli we think the other 
side of the sky is to be distinguislied — a ravishing phe- 
nomenon of the mountains of Asia, which t liave seen 
in no other region, luid which ailords me eiijoyniimt 
every cvi'ning, without my being ahh; to explain tho 
cause. On the southern side, L(d;)aiion gradually sinks 
to the projecting cape of Sa.ido, fornuirly Sidon, in de- 
secnuling peaks crowned hero and thei*(‘, wln re tlu'y 
rise above tin.) others and the mass of tlu' Lebanon 
chain, with snow, and following, like the battlements of 
a ruined town, now' ascending, now' falling, the lino t)f 
tho siwcoast, aud dying away in the mist to the west, 
tow'ards tho inomitaius of Laliloe, and tin* ]»aijl<s of tho 
Sea of (icnosareth, otherwise the Lakt.‘ (.'f d'ihcria.s. (.)u 
the northern side we perceived a hay of th(' sea, spnwl- 
iiig like a pc.acel'iil lake upon the ]tlain, half eouet.'aled 
by the green teiTaces of the beauilful hill of Saint 
Demetrius, tliemo.st gracefid liill in Syria, lii this hay, 
whoso juiK'tion with the s(.!:i is not p(T(’<’pl ibh', a lew 
vtjsscls are always l}ing at anelior, and gently Jicaving 
on the ri[)pl(.’, w inch iasliea w ith its foam amongst th(3 
innstic-tr<x?s, hiuixl-roses, and nopals, on tie?, shore. 
Over the rivcT' of Ih'irout, winch runs through tho 
plain, all redolent in life aod \erduri>, a hridg(‘, con- 
structed by the Jlomans, and restored by Fakar-el-Diii, 
throws its picfuresijuc a relies. 

!jdiiswas tho scene of the last excursion T made with 
Julia, She had mountod, fi>r tho first time.*, a liorso of 
the dt'sort, wlfi'-li I. had brought for her from the Dead 
Sea, with an Vrab dotn(.‘stic to hold its bridle. Wo 
wen^ alone: the day, allhougli in Novetnher, was bril- 
liant in ch'a.rn<'ss, warmth, aud \ ordure. Ah'vor had I 
seen thi.s swei^t child in sueli an eesTacy of enji'jyim^nt 
with nature, so buoyant with too Miss of oxistimee and 
»f sensation. She turned to me every instant w ith an 
cxelainatioii ; and wliciiwe had completed ilie round of 
the hill of Saint Demetrius, traversed tho plain, and 
jvuelied the pines, v Inro we jiaused, ‘‘la this not,’* said 
she, tho longest, tlie most beautiful and delightful rido 
1 have ever bad in my life !*’ Yea, alas ! and also tho 
last! A fortnight^ afterwards, 1 walked alone and in 
teiu'S, under those same trees, having in my In^art but 
the sweet image of tlie most lovely ereaturo that 
iloaveu lias ever given me to belioltl, to i) 08 scsa, and to 
iiioiirn. I .‘^aw notiiing; nature wa.a no longer ani- 
mated foi me, liy wliat (lie feeling of my child rendered 
doubly charming. 1 looked again ; she alone still filled 
iny eyes, but my heart was moveci no more ; or if sho 
stirred it in oy ri'Viuae f«>r a few' socoiidiHJ it fell as 
quickly cold and broken into the deptli of desolate sad- 
ness and bitter woe, in wliich the will of God had 
piangi'd it by .such irreparable bereavements. 

To the west, the eyo w'as aria-stod by slight hillocks 
of sand, red as the glare of a conlbgration, wheiu'O 
arose a wdiit© and roseate vax>oiir, like that in>in tho 
niomli of a heated oven ; and then, follow ing tho liiuJ of 
the •• jri/.ou, it skipped over this desert, and fell upon 
tile deep blue sea, w liich closed the w hoh', mixed in the 
niisty distance with the .sky, so that their limits were 
iiideeisive. Tho hills, the jilaiii, tho sides of all tho 
mountains, boro an infmito number of small isolated 
houses, each of which had its mulberry grove, its gigantic 
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pine, and its lig-trees, 'whilst hero and there, in groups j 
more Striking to the eye, were pretty villages, or monas- 
teries, rising on their rocky pedestals, and casting back, 
far into the sea, the yellow tints of the eastern sun. 
Two or three hundred monasteries are scattered over 
the peaks and promontories, and in the ravines, of 
Lebanon. It is the most religious country in the world, 
and the only one perhaps where the monkish system 
has not been attended with the abuses which liave in 
other regions destroyed it. The monks, poor and in- 
dustrious, and living upon the labour of their own 
hands, are, properly speaking, but pious hushandinen, 
asking from the govenim(.*nt and people only the corner 
of the rock they cultivate, and the enjoyment of solitude 
and contemplation. Their existence in the midst of 
jMahorainodan countries perfectly explains the creation 
of those first asylums of rising Christianity, wlieri suffer- 
ing and persecuted, and the prodigious multiplication of 
such retreats for religious freedom in times of barbarity 
and persecution. Such was the reason of their preva- 
lence, and such it still remains for the iMaronites ; and 
thus these monks liavo continued what they ought to 
have been every where, and what they can no longer be, 
oxcept by a rare exception, any where else. If the 
present state of society and religion is still compatible 
with monastic orders, they are not such as were origi- 
nated at another epoch for diflerent wants and neces- 
sities ; each era must produce its own social and reli- 
gious creations ; the wants of these times are (piitc 
distinct fi*om those of the first ages. Modern monastic 
orders can effect only two objects better than govern- 
ments and individual exertions- the education of man- 
kind, and tlieir solacement in corporal snircrings. 
Schools and hospitals, su ’h are the only functions that 
are left for them to assume in the Jiiovcmeiit of the 
present era ; ])ut to bci suited for the first, they must 
themselves pai'ticipato in the intelligence they would 
spread abroad ; they must ho more oulightened and 
more truly moral than the people whom they would 
edneafe and improve. 

We began to ascend Jvobanon, by paths tlirongli yel- 
low and brownisli rocks, slightly tinted witij ros(‘-coluiir, 
W'hich give to the mountain at a distance that rose and 
violet liue which is so enchanting to tin; eye. There Is 
nothing striking until two-thirds of the way up the 
mountain, wlicii we came to the top of a jmmiontory 
which advanced into a deep valley, fJiie of tlie most 
beautiful prospects which was ever presented to the 
human eye to scan in the works of the Almighty, is the 
valley of Ilamman. Itw'as beneath our feet, commenc- 
ing by a black and profound ravine, liol lowed almost 
like a grotto in tin; liiglu-st rocks, and under the snows 
of the most elevated ridge of Lebanon. Wc could dis- 
tinguish it, at the first glance, only by the torrent of 
foam whhdi descended through it from tlio mountains, 
and traced in its deep gloom a luminous furrow in con 
stant motion. It widened insensibly as its torrent "oiled 
from oiKi cascade to another, when, suddenly turning to 
the west by a graceful and winding sweep, like arivub t 
falling into a river, or itself expanding into a large 
stream, it grew into a wide valley, extending, upon an 
average w idth of half a league, between two mountain 
chains. It jiroceeded towards the sea by a regular and 
gentle slope, .sinking or rising ijito hillocks, according 
to the obstacles whicii the rocks prl•'^•e^ltcd to its course. 
On such hillocks were villages, parted by waving hollows 
and extensive table-lands, encompassed by i 'r.ck fir.s, 
bearing t.heir cultivated platform i liaur’ :( 'nenniins- 
teries. In t o hollows were .spread i.he water.y from its 
thousand cast ades, rolling onwards in a gliUeriiig and 
roaring streaTn. .fhe two f ’dcs of Lebanon wliich wall ed 
in the vr ley, were themselves covered with fine group.; 
of hrs, with and highly-perched villages, whose 

blue smoke floated )\v n th.- precipices. At the hour in 
which this valley appitareti t<. rm;, the sun was butting 
onthescfi^ and its lays, leaving the ravines and hollow's 
m a mysterious gloom, were only lingering on the con- 
vents. the roofs of the villages, the branches of the firs, 
and the peaks of tho loftier rocks rising above the body 
of the waters were falling from the edges of 


the two flanks of mountain, and leaping in foaming 
spouts from the ledges of the rock in their descent, thus 
lining the sites upon which the villages, convents, and 
fir woods, w'ero standing, with two encircling arms, 
white as snow or silver. Tho noiso of the cataracts, 
like that from a cathedral-organ, was reverberated on 
all aides, and .stunned the ear. I have very l arely felt, 
with so much profouiidnes.s, the distinguishing sublimity 
of mountain- view's ; a sad, aoloinu, soothing beauty, of 
an entirely different nature to the beauty of the sea or 
of plains ; an effect which concentrates, the heart in- 
stead of opening it, seeming to partake the religious 
sentiment evoked by sorrow ; a melancholy contem- 
plation, far from the religious emotion of hai)piiiess, 
which is expansion, love, and joy. 

Along the sides of the steep hill which wo w'ere fol- 
lowing, the ease.'ide.s fell over our lieads, or glided into 
the interstices of tlie rocks, which they have worn — 
water-spouts from the sublime mountain-roof, filtering 
incessantly through the whole extent of its ledge. Tlie 
weather was stormy, the wind groaning tlirough tho 
firs, and bringing every moment flakes of snowy to 
variegate the fleeting ray of the March sun. I cannot 
forget the novel and pieturesiyue effect produced by the 
passing of our caravan along one of thc.se streaming 
ravines. The sides of the mountain were scooped out 
like a deep bay of the sea between high rocks ; a tor- 
rent, intorrnptcd by some blocks of granite, filled witli 
its boiling and roaring foam this rent in tho mountain ; 
the froth of the cascade, wdiicli w-as falling from aliove, 
was carried in gusts by the wind over the two banks of 
arid grey soil w-hieli enclosed the gorge, and fell by a 
rapid inclination to tlie Ixul of the torrent over whicli 
we bad to pa.s.s. A narrow cornice, cut in tlie side of 
the hill, was tho only path by wbicli we could <lescend 
to the torrent to cross it. We could only ]>ass one by 
one along this cornice. I was one of the last of tho 
caravan. Tho long file of horses, mules, and travellers, 
descended successively to tho bottom of tho gulf, w'ind- 
iug, and completely disappearing, in tlio dark mi.st from 
the waters, and reappearing imiistinetly on the other 
side, climbing tho opposing bank, first enveloped and 
veiled in a sombre vapouiy pale and saffron as a sul- 
phuric exhalation, then in a white and g«mtle vapour, 
like the silvery steam from water, and at Iciigth emerg- 
ing, as they scaleil tho precipice, into tho sun, and 
gleamed upon by it.s glittering and painti'd rays. ] t w'aei 
a scene of Dante’s Hell realised to the eyi? in one of the 
most awful phasifs that Ins imagination could have 
invented. But what poet excels nature 1 — who invents 
after God ? 

Tlie village of Ifamman, belonging to the Druze.'^, 
where we w<;re going to sleep, already appeared through 
the upper < *ening of the valley which bears its name. 
Built on a ledge of .sharp-i»oinlod and sj)lintored rocks, 
it is commanded by tho lioiise of the sclieik, itself .situ- 
ated on a more ol vated point in the middle of tho 
village. Two torrents, deeply sunk in the rocks, and 
obstructed by rough mas.se.s, breaking tho currents into 
foam, diviflethe village in all quarters ; they are crossed 
by fir-trunks, on wliicli a little soil has been thrown, 
and ar • without anything in tho shape of parapets. 
The house.s, like all tho.se of i^ebanon and Syria, pro- 
mt, at a di.stancc, a regular, picturesque, and archi- 
tectural appearance, deceptive to the eye at tjie first 
glance, giving them the sorablance <»f groups of Italian 
vjlla.s, with their tcmiccd roofs, and their balconies 
fh. -oj-ated with balustrades. But the re.sidenco of tho 
1 1 an Mean Seheik surpassed, in elegance and grandeur, 
ail til- 1 I had seen of that sort, except the prflace of 
the Bcschir at I)eir*el-Kainmar. Wc could only 
compare It to one of our most interesting Gothic castlc.s 
of the middle ago.s— such, at least, a.s their ruins lead u« 
to conceive them, or painting represents them. Pro- 
jectnig wimbws, decoKited with balconies; a wide and 
lofty gate siu mounted byaii jvrch, also projecting, thrown 
over the gateway ; two stone benches, sculptured in 
arabesque, and joined to the two sides of tho gate ; seven 
or eight steps, winding circularly down into a wide ter- 
race, overshadowed by some immense sycamor«B|WherC 
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Wiatcr was flowing into a marble fountain. Seven or 
eight armed Druzes, in their noble costumes of brilliant 
colours, with head-dresses of gigantic turbans, and in 
martial attitudes, appeared wjiiting tlio orders of their 
cliief ; some negroes, clad in blue vests, and some young 
slave's or l>oges, seated, or sporting on the steps of the 
gateway ; and, in iim^, under the arch of the grand 
gate, the sclieik, seated with i)ipe in liand, covered with 
a scarhit pelisse, and obsiTving us ])ass, in an attitude 
of conscious power and calm dignity. Add t«> these, 
two young and lovely females, tlie one leaning on ln'r 
elbow at a window of the e<lifice,and the otlu'r standing 
on a balcony above tin; door. Such was the scene we 
witnessed. 

We sl(‘pt at ITamiuan, in a room which liad bei'ii 
jireparcd tor us some days previously. Wi* aros(< Ixdonj 
the sun, and eommeiieed sc.aliiig the last peak of Leba- 
non. The ascent lasted an hour and a half. At length 
wc were among tlio snows, and ])ursued, along the ele- 
vated trattk, the gorge which leads b* thi‘ oppositci side 
of liCibanon, a plain slightly diversilied by undulating 
hills, ns at the summit of the Alps. After two lioiirs’ 
toilsouu' march thn)ugh two or threi* feet of snow, wo 
discovered the lofty and still snowy ]»C‘aks of Anti-Iit;- 
biinou, then its arid and naked sides, and, last of all, 
wide and hi'antil'nl plain of likaa, making a conti- 
nuation of tlio. valley of llalhek to the right. This plain 
coinim'tuH'S at the desert of Homs and Hama, ami ends 
oidy at tlu^ monutains of Halilee towards Sapliad, where 
it giv«\s jiassage to the Jordan in its course to the Sea 
of tlenesareth. It is one of the most lovely and IVrtile 
plains in the Avorld, but eultivatioii is rare upon it. T'or 
ev(‘r inh'sted by tin* wan<l<‘ring Ani1)s, the inhabitants 
of Halb'ek, of /aU!a, and of the. other ^illagos of Leba- 
non, scarcely dav(' to sow the gntund. It is watered 
by a great niini)»er (»f streams from im*\banstible 
springs, and jirc'si'iited to tin* eye, when we saw ir, 
nnn’i'- tlie ap))earanee of a marsh, or of a haU'-dried 
lak(‘, than of land. 

hi four hours we :ichiev«'(l tin* (b'seent of Zakin, 
w’here tlieh’reek' bi.sboj), a nativo of Aleppo, r<'eeived 
and ga\e us -some rooms. We (U jtarted on tin? JiOtb, 
to tiav(;rsc the plain of Jlkaa, and to ])ass the night at 
Jkilbek. 


IH’INS OF llALHLIv. 

Oil (jiiiiling Zakla, a ]nvtty Flirisiian tow'n at the 
fo(;l of Ja banon, on the margin of the plain ininiedi- 
afely facing Anti-Lel»anon, we at lirsi skirted the roots 
of fiebanon in our progress to the nertli. We ])assed 
near a mined eilifice, upon whost* remains the Turks 
have Imilt a dervish’s hut, and a niosune of imposing 
and picturesque etfec't. According ti> the Arab tradi- 
tions, it is llio tomb of IS'oah, whoso ark rested on tin* 
jieak ofSannin, and who dwelt in tin; vale of IkillH k, 
where he died ami w'as buried. Some relics of ancient 
arches and structures, of the. 0 reek or Roman times, 
conflrm these traditions. We s(.*e at b ast, that in all 
])eriods this spot lias heeii conseerateil hy st me great 
recollection ; the stone is there testifying for history. 
We passed on, not without carrying hack our minds to 
those amdent days wlicn the sons id’ the jiatriarch, 
those new im*u born of a single man, inhabited tl: 
primitive abodes, and founded civiliElijlions and cdilices 
which have remaim d problems for iijii; 

We took He\ eii hours to travcrse^ii an oblique d»- 
reetion,tlie plain which leads to iialhek. At the p;is.sage 
of the rivt.*r which divid(*s the plain, our Arab escort 
wished to compel us to turn to the right, and sleep in 
a Turkish village Ihrcje leagues from Ralhek. My 
dragoman could not niako liimsidf be ol»eye<J, and I 
"as forced to urge iny horse to a galloj> oil the other 
«ido of the river, to induci^ the two leaders of tlio cara- 
van to follow U8. J advanced upon tlieiii, sword in 
l‘aud ; they fell from their horses at the menace, and 
accompaaied m with murmurs. 

a 


On drawing near to Anti-Lebanon, the plain rises 
and becomes more dry and rocky. Aut'inones and 
snow-drops were as plentiful as pebbles under oiir feet. 
We began to de.scry an iinmense nuiss, whicli stood out 
in black relief from the white sides of Anti- Lebanon. 
Jt W'as llalbck, but we could distinguish nothing yet.* 
At last w'o reached the first ruin. It was a small octa- 
gon temple, supported on eolumns of rtnl Kgyptian 
granite, evidently i;ut from inoni lofty columns, some 
having arched capitals, and others no trace of the arch, 
and liaving been, in my opinion, transjiorted, cut, anil 
erected thrre i]i very modern times, to bear the cnpohi 
of a Turkish mosque, or tlie roof of a dervish’s dwelling ; 
this must have been in the time of Fakar-cl-|)in. The 
materials are s])len(li(l ; in tlu; cliiselliiig of the coi’iiico 
and the dome, there are trances of some appreeintion of 
the arts ; hut these materials are clearly fragments of 
ruins, read justed by a weaker band and a corrupted 
taste. This tem])le is a quarter of an hour’s march 
from Ilalbek. Impatient to behold what r» inotest anti- 
quity has left ns of the beautiful, the grand, and the 
mysterious, we j>i*ess(*il forward oui* wraried horses, 
whosii hoofs began to clash against bhx-ks of marble, 
trunks of columns, and prostrated capitals. All the 
walls enclosing the fields in tlu; vicinity of Balbek are 
raised with these relics ; oiir antiquaries would find 
each stone an enigma. Cultivation began to j*ea]>jiear, 
and large walnut-trees, the first tliat I bad res(.*en in 
Syria, arose between Ralbek and us, and (*ontim.ie<l to 
the very ruins of the temphes, which ihe.ir branches 
still concealed from ns. 'riiey came at last. I’roperly 
speaking, it is not a tern] do, an edifice, m* a ruin ; it is 
a ridge of architecture, which springs suddenly from 
the jdaiii, at some distance from the real ridges of 
Anti- Lebanon. 

t)ur ju'oplc (*rept along amidst the rnin.s tothi* Arab 
village, wliich is calh'd Ralhek. We skirteil one of tin* 
sides of this bill of ruins, on winch a mnhitude of grace- 
ful cidumns arose, gilded liy the si'lling sun, and recall- 
ing to tlie mind the yellow and diiil hues of tin.* marble 

of the Parliieiion, or of the I’olisi.-nm at Rome. 

Aniuiigst those columns, tlierc were some in long ele- 
gant rows, still bearing their ca]dtals untouched, tlieir 
cornices ruddy sculptured, and evtending along tho 
marble walls which encompassed the sanctuaries, 
(dthers were leaning entire against tlu.'si* walls, which 
sustained ihcin like a tree avIioso roots Iiave been 
looseiu'tl, but. uliosi: .stem is still healthy and strong. 
Rut the greatest number were .scattered in immense 
heaps of marble or stone upon the slop<'s of the hill, 
in tlio deep ditchies which snrrmiml it, and even in the 
hid of the riv('r Honing at its foot. At the summit of 
tin* bioiiy eminence, six columns f>f a more gigantic 
d/.e stand isolated, not far from the lower temple, and 
yet preserve their s.sal corniires ; we shall hereafter 
inquire to what tliese hear ti .'"dmony, in their isolation 
from till* other cdilices. On prolonging onr stroll along 
the foot of tho monnm< iit.s, we found tho ctJniiiiis niul 
aivliitcctural remain.s conclude, and we .saw' nothing 
hut prodigious wi'rtls, built of eiionnons .stones, and 
almost all hearing traces of sculpture ; tlio relics of 
auotlier era, of which they made use at the remote 
epnch when they reared tlio temples which arc now 
ill ruins. 

We. went no fartlu'r tins ilay. The road turned from 
tho ruins, and conducted ns to a .small house constructed 
amongst tho rubbish. It was the palace of llio bislio]f 
I of Ralbek, w lu», clad in a violet polksso, and .surrounded 
by some Arab peasants, came to nioot u.s, and lead us 
lo his Imniblo porch. The smaUcst peasant's hut of 
Roiirgoyne or Auvergne po.ssesscs more luxury and 
olt'gance th.'in the episcopal ]>alm*c of Ralbek. A hovel 
without window or door, badly eomented, and the roof 
partly crumbling, giving admission to the rain upon tin; 
imid floor — such the edifice. At the end of the court, 
liowe. cr, a woil-huilt new wall, with a door and window 

* [IJftlbck is RttuattMl about thirty miles ca^t, or inJaml, from 
the ecMst of Syria, and forty miles in a nortlierly diiLCtion from 
Dainobcmi.] 
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in odive, of Moorish architcctnro, and tlio proiections 
of which wore composed of stones admirably sculptured, 
attracted my eye. J t was the church of lialbek, tho 
cathedral of this town, where other ^ods had had such 
splendid asylums, it si rved as a chapel for tlio few Chris- 
tian Arabs who live upon these ruins of so many creeds, 
and w'lio come to adore, under a purer form, that same 
divinity, the conception of ^vIlonl has stirred men of all 
ages, and led them to raise up so many stoues, and so 
3tnaiiy idt.as. 

We deposited onr mantles under this liospitable roof, 
and pi<] netted our horses uj)on ilie green sward, wliich 
exiended between the priest’s house and the ruius. We 
lighted a lire of brambles to dry our clothes, soaked 
with moisture, and supped in the bishop’s little court 
upon a table composed of stones from tho tempie.s, 
wJiilst in tJie neighbouring chapt'l tho litam'«‘s of even- 
ing ])rayer were chanted in plaintive tones, and the 
solemn and sonorous voice of the prelate was utteriug 
pious exhortations to his Hock. Tho eongregatioii was 
com])Osed of’ a few Arab herdsmen and some females. 
When these ])(.‘asant.s of the desert- issued from the 
church, and lingered to observe us, we saw upon their 
countenaiiees notbing but friendly and benevolent 
expressions ; we lieard only obliging and alfoetiouato 
words, those atlt’cting greetings, those artless wishes of 
primitive races, who liave not yet made a vain formula 
of tho .sidutatiou of man to man, but who liavo concen- 
trated in a small mimbi.'r of words, applicable to the 
diflerent meetings of moniiiig, noon, and evening, all 
that ho-spitality can wish the most engaging and tho 
most clHcacioiis to its guests, all that one traveller can 
wish to another for tlio d:M', tho night, the route, and 
the return. Wo w’cro (Tiriritiuns — it was sullieient for 
them. A common religion is the most ]»owej'ful sym- 
pathy for innii — a eoinmoti creed amongst men is more 
than a common country! — and the, t’livistiaiis of the 
East, lo.st in tlie iMahoinetaiiism which siirrouuds tlieni, 
w'hicli menaces and .sometimes pej'seeutes them, al- 
ways look upon the Christians of ilio West as actual 
protractors and fiirure liherafors. Eurojn) is not sufli- 
eiently aware jiow potent a fever it pos.-ricsses, in iliese 
Christian populations, to raise the East whciiovcr it 
may carry thitlnT its political observation, and bring 
to this laiid. wdiich a]*proaclK s a m^cessary and inevit- 
able c-bange, tin- Jib'criy ami civilisation of which it is 
so worthy and callable. It is time, in my opinion, to 
throw a leurope-an colony into llie lioarl of Asia, to 
carry back modem civilistiiloii to tin; regions whence 
aneieiii, civilisation sprang, and to form a great domi- 
Jiion from t!ie shreds of the Turkisli empire, wJjich 
crumbles under its owai weight, and which lias no sue- j 
cessor but the desert, and tlu‘ dust of the ruins amidst , 
which it is wrecked. Nothing is more euty than to: 
raise a new Tnonument upon this neglected soil, and io 
op(;u to fruitfvd raees of men those iiiexhaustiblo sources 
of prosperity, wliicJi Mabumetani:Mn lias deslrojed by 
its execrable adinunstration. V\ hen I say execrable, 

J do ia>t mean to accuse Malioinolanism of a brutal 
ferocity, which is far frojii itsuatur^^ but of a culpable 
anditlereuce, of an irremediable fatalism, which, without 
destroying any thing, leaves all -o perish around it. 
This Turkisli jiopwiution i-s robust, orderly, and nmrai ; 
its religion is Dciili<..v so superstil loirs nor so i.’XcIu.Hi/e 
as it has liecn rt*presejited to us ; bul i e passh'o resig- 
nation, tho abii.so of its faith iu tiie soiiniblo reign of 
provid'mci, oxtingnishe.s liio faculties of li an y lefer- 
ring all to^C'od, tiod acta I'ot for nan, wJmse duij it 
is to act on eis ow’> account—hc is tho spectalor and 
judge of human actions — Malioiiietauism has j».s8unie<i j 
the diviM: part; it constituted itself the imicbve ' 
spectator of the <lIvinofect.ioii, crosses its anus, and, .? • 
this quiescence*, V'a\ perislies by his own voluntary 
sloth, Novcrt)ieles:y w. .m?>t re nder ju.vJco to the 
cu*eed of Maliomet, wliich i- iiighiy phijofujphic, having 

a tw'o great duties on men - prayer and 
se two great ideas are, in fact, the two 
ha in all religion. MahomcUiuism. has 
oration from them, whiirli other creeds 
ly excluded Iroia their dogmas. Under 


this head, it is ino)*e advanced towai*ds ureliglona per« 
fection that most of the religions which insult and con- 
temn it. The faith of Mahomet might, without effort 
or difficulty, become part of a system of civil and 
religious liberty, and form a material element of a 
great social confijderation in Asia. IMahometauism is 
moral, patient, rcsigu(‘d, charitable, and tolerant, from 
its very nature ; all these qualities will fit it for tho 
necessary amalgamation in tho countries wJicro it now 
predominates, and in which enlightenment, tyid not 
extermination, is required. It is accustomed to live in 
peace and Jiarmony with tho Christiau creeds, wliich it 
has allowed to exist, and freely to perform the functions 
of their faith, in the very bosom of its most holy cit ics,^ 
such as Damascus and Jerusalem. iSupremacy is of 
little importance to it; provided it enjoys tJie right of 
jmiyor, with justice and tranquillity, it needs nothing 
more. Our European civilisation, utterly human, 
political, and ambitious as it is, can easily afford it a 
jilace for the mosque, and a seat iu tho shade or tho 
still. 

vVloxandor conquered Asia w'ith 30,000 Greek and 
Macedonian* soldiers; Ibrahim lias overturned tho 
Turkish sway with 30,000 or 40,000 Egyptian youths, 
acquainted only with tho mode of loading a piece, and 
marching in step. A European adventurer, with oOOO 
or GOOO soldiers from Europe, might t'asily de.stroy 
Ibraliim, and coiiqui.T Asia, from iSmyrna to Da.ssorah, 
and from Cairo to ilagdad, bj'^ progressive advaiuu’.s, by 
taking tb.o Marouites of Lebanon for the centvt.: of liis 
operatioms, by introducing organisation beliind liiiii 
in proportion as he progre.ssed, and by making tho 
Christians of the East his iiistrnmeiits of action, admi- 
niatratioii, iiud reeruitiiig. 'Jiie Arabs of tin; desert 
even would be* with him, -vlieiiever he conid snb.sidiso 
tln-in. 'j’bey have no criu'd but gold ; flieir obj('ct« of 
worship an* the sword and money. With siieli inclina- 
tions, they might bo <lctaiiied a suHicic lit tinu? to render 
tlu'ir subsequent submis-sion an iiu.'vitable necessity — 
they will tlieiji.Hi'lves promote it. Tiiey wall tln n bo 
driven back, with their tents, far into tlie desert, which 
is their only country, and they will be drawn, l>y s-low 
degrees, to a milder state, of s(/cit'ty, of w liieh they hav(* 
not hiilierto bad any example around them.* 

We ar-:iso w’ilb tin; sun, w hose first: ray.s fell upon 
tin* temple of lialbek, and imj>arled to thosi* myslerioiis 
ruins tJiat brilliancy of rciu'wed joulli which imtnvc 
can render at its ])leasure, even to w bat time has tie- 
slroyed. After a liasty breakfast, wa^ departed to touch 
witii onr bands wliat we Jiad a.s yet only seen with our 
eyes. Wo .slowly ajipruaclied tlio .artitieial ridge, tin? 
better to observe tin; different arcbiteetnral mas.scrt 
diicli composed it. AVo came at las{ to the northern 
oxtrcnihy . ader the shadow of tho gigantic wa lls.wliich 
i;ti that sidtj envelope the ruins. A beautiful s|reani, 
overleaping its granite bed, llowed at onr feet, forming 
here and llierc sn .11 rivulets of running and liinpal 
water, wliich murmured and foam(*d round the iniinen.so 
stones fall' ll from tho walls and the sculptured blocies 
sunk ill it;-i channel. 

Wc er »ssi*d tlie toi’rent of Balbek by the stoncft whicli 
time I- «l thrown down for a bridge, and mounted 
through a narrow and steep breacli to the terrace which 
vent round the walls. At every step, at every Btouo 
tJuit we laid our liands on or our eye.s surveyed, admi- 
ration and asbmi.sliment drew^ from us an exclamation 
of surj.rise and wouder. Eaeli stone in tho outer wall 

s at least eight to ten feet Jong, live or six briiad, 

am* ‘ i luary iiigin These enormoub blocks rested with- 

t T ’*iv scheme of GoiKiuerinpr anil colonizing Syria and Egypt is 
a ver^ luvouritc one with P’ronchmen. Of course, it is Franco 
alone that meant under the general name of Kuropi?. Very 
few J'Vcu'-Lmcn cone jive there i. any other power in .Ein*opo bat 
tU(‘a.solvi.H. Voln- y gives vent to this very doctrine of "Do 

baujiutint; . i ‘ : w’cll known lion aparto embraced it in bH 

its extent. There in no doubt that these fine countries would bo 
redeemed from their present unsetth^d and unproductive condi- 
tion, by un industrious and enlightened peoplo getting iiosscH^i)® 
of them, but the rapidity and facility of their occupation would 
bo found very dilTcrcnt from what LanuirUhe 
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out coment one tipon tho otlier, and almost all bore 
traces of sculpture, after the Indian or Egyptian sf^^lc. 
ySt the first glance, it is apparent that those crumbling 
s;tones have originally been applied to a very ditieront 
purpose than funnhig a wall lor a terrace or enclosure, 
;iiid that they are the precnous materials of primitive 
luoiiumeiits, which have been used at a later date to 
encompass tho erectiotis of Greek and Homan epoclis. 

I t was a liabitual, and T am iiiehned to htrlieve a reli- 
gious, custom amongst thcajicients, when a sacred edifice 
Avas deslroytid by war or time, or more advanced art 
was wishful to renew and perfect, to avail themselves of 
the materials of tho ohl, for the accessory constructions 
of the reston.'d monuments, with the intiMitioii, doubt- 
less, of pi*i!venting stones, upon wliieh llie shadow of 
tlu' gods haxl fallen, from he>ing profaned by vulgar 
adaptations, and also, perhaps, from resp(‘ct for tiieir 
ancestors, and in order tliat the lal)()urs of tho different 
eras might not he buried uiuler the eai th, hut might 
he perpetuated as a testimony of tlu? piety of men, and 
of the successive progress of the arts. It is thus in the 
rarthenon, where the walls of the? Aero])olis, rebuilt by 
I 'erieles, contain tlu' materials of tlu* temple of Minerva. 
Many modern tra.v(dlers have been led into error, from 
being ignorant of tliis pious nsag(‘ of the ancients, and 
have taki'H for barbarous (ronstructit)ns of tlie Turks 
nr lh(! criisadtu's, ediiiees eomposed in this manner 
from the most romoli' anti(juity. Some of the stomps 
of the wall were even Iwmity and tliiity feet long, and 
sev«'n or eight high. 

When Ave reached tlie summit of the hiaacli, avc 
knew nut wlien^ tv> re^t our eyes. All around w«'n- 
marlde doors of a ])ro(ligious heiglit and breadih ; Avin- 
dows or niches ltor<ler«“d with most admirable senlp- 
tnn'; areJies worked Avitli {.*\(|uisite ornaments ; jiieces 
of curniee, (ntablatures, and ea])itsils, tliiek as <lu.-»t 
beneath our feet ; doim.’s sjiringing above our head.-) — 
all was inyst('ry, eunfu.non, and <lisorder; the maMer- 
)»i('(!es of art, tin? relies of ‘ag< s, inexplicable wonders 
were ;u*onnd us! Scarcely had we east an admirin;i 
glance on on<* side, tha.u a new object atlractt'd us t(. 
another. Every inti'rpretation wt* gav<5 to the forni 
and the nOigiems meaning of tlie mui'Uinenls, was do- 
stroytal in suiv'essioii. U t* lo>t onr.M'lves uselessly ir 
a Inliyrintli <jf conjecture a : we cannoi recmistruct by 
iinagiiiatim\ the sacred edil'u'es nt a lime or ol a peo’ple, 
with whose religion and niaumTs we are not I'auda* 
menially aeijuainn d. 'I'imc liears its seert'ts away wiiii 
ii,and heaves enigmas to [uizzleand de»*eive human wit. 
We prom]>tly abandoned tin* scheme of building up a 
system on the sul)ject of tliese ruins; wt; conienled j 
ouj’selves with beholding a,n«l adinirittg, w ilhout com- 
l):vlieiiding aught but the colossad i)oi(‘m'y of human 
genius, and the vigour of the religious idea, which had 
heen able to ix'ar such masses, and to amnnplisli so 
njany admirable W’orks. 

VVe WA’i’c still separated from the second .sceu<‘ of 
tin* ruins by the interior building.^, wliieh iiiteiV' oted 
the view" of the* temples. According to all ap)»earaiu-e, 
w'o were hut in tin: abodi's of the priests, or on the sih s I 
of some cba])els consecrated to mikiio'o u peculiar rii '.^, | 
We cleared thoHc monumental construct ions, much more 
richly worked thau the outer Avail, and the secoinlscmie 
of the ruins was before our (‘yes. aMucIi wider and 
longer, more decorated still, tlniii tlu' om* we Jiad Iclt, 
it pn siuiled to us an immeiis(.'. platform, in an obloi.g 
s(piare, the lov(‘l being often broken by the remains of 
raised pavement, whicli apjiearcil to have belonged to 
temples utterly destroyed, or to tom[)les wdtliout roofs, 
in which the huh, the object of .uJoratioii ait Halbek, 
could behold his altar. All arouml this idatibrm ex- 
tended a series of chapels, decorated w ith niches admi- 
rably sculptured, witli friezt's, cornices, and tlio must 
linished workmanshij), but the workmanship of an ago 
already coiTUpted with regard to tho arts ; the tjuste for 
a fluperlluity of oriuiriicntB, which betrayed tho decay of 
th<* t ireeka and llomaiiH, is strongly marked. But to 
^'xperieiice this sense, the e^’o must have been already 
t-xorcisod by the contemplation of tho pure monuments 
<»f Homo or Athens ; any other eyg would bo fa«ciimt(‘d 
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by tho sploudour and finish of the ornaments. The only 
failing is a superabundant richnc.ss ; tlio stone is crushed 
beneath its own weight of luxury. Eight or ten of these 
chaixds .still roma.iu almo.st uninjured, and they seem to 
have always existed tlius open to the srpiare they are 
built round, where the mysteries of the worship of Baal 
were doubtless celebrated in tlie open air. I wdll not 
endeavour to describe the thousand astonishing objects 
bich (‘ueh of tlicse teinple.s, each of these stones, oilers 
to the eye of the heholdor. I am neitlier a sculptor 
nor an architect ; t am ignorant even of the name that 
stone assmne.s when in this or that position, in this or 
that form. I should speak very badly in unknown jar- 
gon ; but that universal language whicli the beautiful 
speaks to tlie eye, even of the ignorant, which the mys- 
terious and ancic'iit ,sp(*alv to the understanding and 
soiilof ilie philosopher — tliat 1 uiuh'rslaiid ; and I never 
understooil it bett<‘r than in this Avilderiicss of marbles, 
cliiselling.s,and mysteries, wliieh block up this Avondrous 
court. 

Atud yet it was nothing to what avc were immediately 
to discover. By multiplying in the mind tlu! nmiaina 
of tlic teiujdes of Jupiter-Stator at Rome, of the Cidi- 
seum, and the BarLlu'iion, tliisarchiieetural seem* might 
b(‘ conceived; the marvel mainly cmisi-sted in the pro- 
digious heaping togetlnn* of so many monumenis, so 
many rich St met 11 ri's, ami so mmdi workmanship, within 
one enclosure and under one view, in the middle of the 
desert, and on the ruins of a city almost unknown. We 
A\ithdre\v .‘dowiy from this ,'jjectacle, ami ]»rocoeded 
tiovurds tln^ south, whet'o tlie six gigantic, columns 
reared their heads aljove tlie liorizou of ruius. To 
arrive there we were obliged again to clear the outer 
walls, and the stops, y»t‘de.stals,and fonmiaiions of altars, 
AAhieli evei-ywliere obstructed the space between these 
columns ami us. We reached tin ir least's at last. Silence 
is the only language of man, wlu'ii Avhat be feels sur* 
pasM-s the ordinary measure of bis im]n‘c‘s.sions. We 
tims I’enialned tnute wlien (.*o]iten)|.>lating tin'se columus, 
and .surveying with the eve their diameter and height, 
and tho admirable ‘feiilptni'o of tln ir architraves aiul 
cornices. Tliey are seven feet in diameter, ami more 
than sevoiity h‘et liigh ; they are compos('d of only two 
or three hkicks, so perfectly joiiU'd together that it 
is .scarcely po.s!^i)>lo to dlstingui.sli the lim>s of junction; 
their material is a stone of a slightly gilded yellow, of a 
colour bet.wx • u marhle and sandstone. 'J'lu* sun was 
ilieii beating on one of their sides, and we seated our- 
selves for a moment hciicath their slunk' ; huge birds, 
like eagk'.s, disturbed In* our noise, Ihwv above their 
eajiilals whereon they had built tlieic nests, undin'tnni- 
iiig Lo perch ihcniselve.s nii the cornices, pecked them 
Aviih their beaks ami shook tlieir w ing's, as if they were 
the animated ornaments of these wonderful structure.s. 
Thes(.; columns, wliieh soiti' ti\nellers have taken for 
the ivinains of an avenue, 104 feet long und oG wade, 
formerly leading to a teinjile, appeared v«‘ry evidently 
to me l(» have been tin* exterior decoration of that 
tempk*. On oxaifiining with an attentive eye the small 
temple, which remains eniiro close to ihem, it is clear 
lluii it iius been erect cal on the same model. It seems 
to me probable, that afl(*r the ruin of tho first tomplo 
b) an eartlninake, tlio second lias boon constructed on 
a'similar design, that }>art of the materials pn^served 
from the first were used in the second construction, 
that the proportions only wore diminished as too gigantic 
tor a decaying ('potlh, and that the coluni’^s broken by 
the fall were changed, but that those which time bad 
j spar tlAvcreallow(*tl to subsist as a sacred memento of the 
ancitMit temple. If it were otherw ise, the remains of 
other large columns w"uukl remain round the six which 
are still slundiiig. Everything indicattjs, on tlie contrary, 
that the area which encompasses them has been empty 
and cleared of rubbish from the most remote ant i'luity, 
ana that a .*^plendid court was used for the coreinouica 
of .some woi\ship around them. 

Wo had opposite to ns, on the south, another tcraplo, 
oil tho edge of the platform, about forty paces distant, 
it is the most ontiro and magnificent mommient at 
Biilbck, und, I veuturo to say, in Ihe whole world. If 



116 


LAMARTINE’S 


you rear again one or two^ columns, of the perwtyle, such a proof of human capacity, ^'’ho science of our 
which have fallen aslant, with their tops still leaning dayl has nothing which explains it, and wo need not bo 
on the unbroken walls of the temple ; if you return to surprised that people take refuge in the sii})ernatural. 
their places some of the enormous blocks which have These masses are evidently of a dilferent date from 
&llen from the roof into the vestibule ; if you lift up the temples. They w('i*e mysteries to the ancients as 
one or two sculptured portions of tlio inner door, and well as to us. They l>elonf to an iinknowii era, pos- 
recomposo the altar with the relics which strew the sibly autediliivian, and liav in all likelihood, borne a 
ground, giving to it again its form and place; you might variety of temples, saered to ;i. Huccf?ssiv(! variety of 
recall the gods, and lead back the priests and people; creeds. To the simple eye, livi* or six generations of 
they would recognise their t(*iijple as complete, uii- monuments arc apparent upon the hill of ruins at 
toucdied, and brilliant, as on the day when it issued from Jialbek, all of dilferent epochs*. Some travellers ami 
the hands of the architect. This temple is of inferior some Arab writers attributii these ]>rimitivc substrne- 
proportions to that which the six colossiil colnmus tions to Solomon, 3000 years b dbi’e the present time, 
recall. It is surrounded by a i)ortico sustained by They .say he built Taduior and IJalbek in the des('rt. 
columns of the Corinthian order, each of them being ! The histerv of Solomon lills the imagination t)f lht5 


five feet in diamett'r, and b.)i'ty-five feet in sliaft, ami 
com]>osed of tliree cemented blocks. Tlu^y are at nine 
feet distance from each other, and the s;ime space from 
the interior wall of the temple. A rich andiiirave and 
a beautifully sculptured cornice runs round their capi- 
tals. Tlie rooT of this peristyle is formed of large blocks 
of stone cut by the cliisel into coiica\ e hollows, in each 
of w'hicli is represented the ligiiro of a god, a goddess, 
or a lioro. We recognised a Canymede carried off by 
tlic eagle of Juj)iter. Some of these blocks had fallen 
to the ground at the bases of the eolumns, w'hich wo 
measured ; they were sixteen feed w ide, and nearly five 
feet thick ! — they an^ tlu^ ti/r.s of tlu'se monunieiits. 

The inner gate of the temph', forme(l of e(jualJy 
oiiormous blocks, is twenty-two feet wide; W'c could not 
measure its lieigbt, Ijecaiise other blocks liave fallen at 
that spot and half elioko it up. The apj)earanee of the 
seulptiire<l stones which coinpo.se the front of this gate, 
and its disproportion with the other parts of the edifice, 
lead me to presuim* that it is the gate of tin; great over- 
thrown temple, which has In'cii fixed in this later one ; 
tlic mysterious sculptures with whieh it is decorated, 
are, ill my opinion, of a V(‘ry different epoch from that 
of tlic Antoniiics, and of an infinitely less chaste w’oi'k- 
inaiiship. An c-agle, holding a ctidua'us (wand) in its 
claws, stj‘(‘lelies its wings over the gateway, and hangs 
from its beak festoons of ribbons or chains. The inte- 
rior of the monument is adorned with pillars and niches 
of the ricJicst and most profuse .sculpture. We bort‘ 
aw'ay sr)ine of the fragments which covered tin; ground. 
.Some of the niches are jierfectly un injured, anda]»pear 
to have 1» en just finished by th<; artist. Not far from 
tin; entrance of tlie temj)le, wf found large openings and 
fiubterram.an stairs which led us into lower construc- 
tions, the use of which cannot be assigned with cer- 
tainty, but every thing is tliere tsiually vast and mag- 
nificent. They w ere doubtless the abodes of the jioutiffs, 
tin; colleges of the priests, the halls of initi.'itioj’, perliaps 
also royal dwellings. They receive light from al 
or Irom the flanks of the platform on whicli they abut. 
F« ariiig Avc might lose ourselvi s in these lahyrinti.o, we 
visited <inly a small portion of them; they seem to 
extend over the whole .space of the hill. 

'J’hc tenipli; which 1 have just desejibed, is ]>laced af 
the south-west extremity of the monumental Iiill of 
Balla.'k, and forms the angle of the platform. On issu- 
ing from the pcri.styk-, we found ourselves on the e<lge 
of the fall. W(' wcif iible to measure the C’yclope;i:i 
stones which form tlie pedestal of this group of luonu- 
ments, and found them to bo abou thirty feet above 
the level of the jilain of lialbek. TJiis is con- 

struet(;d of stoixjs wliosi; dimensions are so p' oiiigitt is, 
that if '-re net attested by travellers worthy of 

belief, the minds of uuni in our days wouhl ri.‘jt ct them 
for their impnjbji bilily, b he imagiijation of tlie Arabs 
even, daiiy witne; st.s of these wonders, doe.s not attri 
bute them to ImriKe- power, hut to that of genii or 
supernatural beiog>. \Vi. .j, ^.-e coriHid»;r that tlieso 
blocks of hewn granite av’ m sonu; inst;uice.M fitty-si\ 
feet long, fifteen or .sixteen feet broa< , aial of an un- 
lilioii?lMu^ickiieHS, and that these ]>rodigiouH masses aiHi 
upon the other, twiuity or thirty foot above 
ffgipiU ; that they have been cut out of far-flisbant 
conveyed liere, and hoisted to such a height 
to fojfm the pavement for temples, v. c recoil before 


orientals ; but tliia supposition, at h'ast, eonceriiing the 
gigantic substructions of Balbek, is utterly imi>robable. 
liow could a king of Israel, w’ho ])Os.sesKed no port on 
the sea, lying ten leagues from his mountains, who was 
retlueed to borrow' the shij>s of Lliram, king of Tyre, 
to bring him eeda.rs from Lebanon, have I'xti'iided his 
dominion beyond Damascus, and as far as Balbek ? 
How could a j)rine(*, who, intending to build the temph* 
of temph's, the house of the only Hod, in liis eajutal 
city, employed in its erection fragile materials, iiica- 
pahle of resisting time, or leaving any diii-able recui*d, 
have rai.sed, a hundred leagues from his kingdom, in 
the midst of deserts, monuments built of sneh impei*ish- 
able matei*ial.s J Would he not have rather employed 
hi.s jiower and w’e.alth at Jerusalem? And what n*- 
mains at Jt'ru.siilem indicative of such inoimnu'nls as 
those at Balhck ? Nothing: .Sdomon can tIii‘n fbro 
have had nothing to do with them. 1 am disposed 
rather to believe that tlii'se colossal .stones have bci'n 
niLsod, eithc'r by the first raci; of men, whom all primi- 
tive historios call giants, or by tlie men helbn* the Hood. 
1.1 is asserted tliat, al no great distaiieo, in a valley of 
Anti-Lebanon, human bones of en inons si/i* are dis- 
covered, and this report jircvails g(*nei*ally among 
the iieighhouring Arabs, iliat the; Li glish consul gent*- 
ral in .SyjLi, Mr J'arren, ;i man of siij)ei*i(»r information, 
proposes to make an immediate visit l<> these mysterious 
si‘pulc.hres. 'I’he tr:»dith>ns of the Mast, an<l ihe m«um- 
inent, elevateil upon the so-ealle<l tomb of Noah, a short 
di.st.mce from Balbek, assign ibis locality as the resi- 
dence of the patriarch. Tlie first men sprung from 
him may liave hmg ]>rcs(;rvi'd the .staiiin* and fon'o 
w'hicJi mankind possessed before the (otai or partial 
submersion of the glebe, and these* inouunn nls may ho 
their work. Snp[)(»sing evc'ii that the human race 
never exceculed its jo’esent proportions, tin* degrees of 
iMtellig(*nee may liavi* alti red. VV'ln) e?in certify to us 
tiiat tliis o **<• youthful int« llectual cap;ieily had not 

vented moehanical ]»i‘ocesses, so pr-rli (;t as to 
I !ik<j a grain of saml, sueJi niassrs as an army of lt)t),(HMt 
j iiieii could not now' )verturn ? Wiiatover maybe flit; 

I fa(;t, .some of these Balbek stones, w’hieh an* si\ty-t\\o 
h (;t long, twenty broad, and fifba'ii thick, an* tin* ino 
prodigious mas^^iis that humanity has (*\er lilb d. 'fhe 
largest sh'ue.s in the pyramids of I'igypt do not exceed 
eightee feet, and these are p<*cidiar bhteks, ])laced in 
certain posnions, to give a iinlshing of ''pedal nolidity. 

Turning the northern angle of the platforjn, W(* found 
the walks which .support it in as good a st.ate of preser- 
vation, but the materials coni[)osiiig them less astonish- 
ing. The stoiu'H, howeviT, are in g(;n(;r;il fw'(*nty to 
tierly leet long, and eight or ten wide. They ;»re mucli 
I old(** ’ban the higher t(;mj)li;s, an; covered with a grey 
[ ting.*, and pierced here and there l»y )ioh*s at their 
; .ingle: .f juiiclioii. These ere vices an; lined with .swal- 
lows’ iiesiH, and tufts of flowering shrubs liaug from 
them. I’jie Holeinn and gloomy colour of the .stones of 
the base forms a strong contrast w'ith the rich and 
golden Inu; . !’ Bu. tf inple-w'ails and nnvs of columns on 
the simmiii. At sunset, wlieii tin; rays glance between 
tin* pillars, and full in fiery streams between tin; frio'/.cS 
and architraves of the capitals, the temples glitter like 
puj-e gold on a basement of bronze. 

We deseornled by a breach formed at the soutln’rii 
angle of the platform. There aouKi Coluiims of tl‘« 



TBATEIS IN THE EAOT. 


pmall temple have rolled with their architraves into the 
torrent, which ilo>vs past the (.Cyclopean walls. Those 
t normous shafts, tlirowii at ha/ar<l in the bod of the 
stream, and on the stoop bank of the ditch, have re- 
i»nuno<l, and will doubtless for ever remain, where time 
has deiu)sit(*d them. A few walnut and other trees 
liave taken root between the blocks, and cover them 
vith the elu The la . are like reeds 

of a day’s cjrowth, beside thes(i columns, twenty feet in 
eircumferene(', and capitals, one of w'iiich is sufUcient 
to covt'T half tli(^ b(Ml of the torrent. 

On the northern side, an immense tunnel in the sides 
of the ])]atform yawiu'd before ns. \V'e desc(‘nd(;d into 
it. 'riie li^lit whieli penetrated it by the two extremi- 
ti('S enabled us to see suffieiemtiy. We followed it in 
ail its len;rtli of ,5(1(1 feet, reaching' under the W'hole 
(‘\tont of the temples. It is thirty feet high, and the 
walls and ar<*h an* form<Ml of hloeks, which ast<>iiisluMl 
ns by tlu'ii* size, even after those which we had just 
eonteinplated, Th(*y ar(; of une(|ual proportions, hut 
the gn‘atc‘st mimhei* wc'n? from ten to twenty f(‘et long. 
'I'lie sUmes of tlie areli are joiiu'd without e«‘nient ; we 
M er»; rmahh' to divim* ils piirpos«*. At tin* western extre- 
mity this tuiiiiel has a. hrancli higher and wider, which 
is pmloiiged under tin* ]>latf>)rm of the .small templets 
whieli we had lirst visited. Here wo emerged iiitf> 
dayliglit, u[)«m the torrent, split into streams among the 
innumerahli* heaps of arehitecture rolh'd from tlu^ plat- 
fi)nn, and among heaiUifnl wainnt-ti'ees, growing in the 
dust if til marble The otlnn* ancient edilices of 
lialhi'k, Lttored heforo us in tin; plain, attracted our 
.••Mention, hut nothing had jiowiT to int<‘n;st us after 
wliat w(.‘ had just inspected. Wi* tlirew a superfu*ial 
glanee, ns wi* passed, np( four temples, which would 
he coiisidi'red wonders ai Uoni'e, hut which arc here 
like tlio works of dwarfs. These temples, some of an 
octagon form, and very elegant ornaments, the others 
S'(iiare, vitli f»erisi>les <»!' <*olnmns formed of Kgyptian 
graiilt»‘, and even of juirpliyry, apjteared to mo of the 
Koinaii e])eeli. Oin df theitf iiad s<>rvetl as a chiireh 
in the first ag<*s of ( 'hrisliaiiity, aii<l the ( ’hristian .sym- 
l»ol.>^ still remain. It is now nneoAen.d, and in ruins. 
'I’lit* Aral.)s des]toil it, as tln'v have oeeasion for a stotic* 
to snpjmrt their i*oofs, or of a trough to water their 
eamels, 

A mt.'sseiiger from tin" ( mir of the Ikilhek Arabs met 
IIS oil tile plain. He came on the fiart of the princi; 
to greed im on our ha)»py arrival, and to beg us to assist 
at a (*oiir;>e of tlu* dji'i'id, a. spe(!H*s ol tournanu*nt, 
he intemled to give in our lionmir, to-morrow 
iimniing on tlio plain near tin* temjdes. \Vc testilieil 
<iiir aekimwledgineiils to liiin, and accepted the invita- 
tion ; ami I dispatched my dragoman, escorted by .soim* 
of tin- jaiiissarie.s, to make a vi-it to the emir in my 
name. \\\» retnrin'd to the hisliop's t<> vest after the 
day’s laboiii' ; hut .scarcely had we eaten a ]neco ol cjiko 
am! I'icod-imitton, pi’ej»ared by onr groojn.s, than w<? 
Wen* all wandering, without gniiles and at large, round 
the hill of cfiins, liP in tlio temples, the rout<' to wh.eh 
ue had h'arnt in tlu^ morning. Kach of us hxed him 
sell’ on the ruin or at the point of viev*- which ho } 
eliancod to fall upon, and ealh'd aloud upon ids coiii- 
paiiions to come and enjoy the eontempk’ition with hio*; I 
lull as wt! could not go to oiu* object without losing | 
another, we at la.st abandoned onrselv ’S each to hi.s 
own ct>ur.s(* of discovery. The .shad<*s of evening, which 
were* slowly falling from the inoiuvtains, and covering, 
one by cm*, the columns atid ruins with their gloom, 
added an addition.'il mystery, ami an effect even more 
]»lclurc‘snue, to the magical and mysterious worka Cff 
man and time. We felt what we wt*re in coin]an.son 
with tin* mass and eternity of these moimments — like 
tlu; swallows, wliich nestle a sea.sonin the interstices of 
these hloeks of stone, ignorant for or by whom they 
liavo ht'cii there eolloct(‘d. Tlu^ ideas which have reareij 
tlu'se masses, and aceiimnlated tlu*sc heaps, arc im- 
known to us; the dust of the niarhlo that we tread 
'(poll knows more than we, but can tell us nothing; 
and in a fow age.s, the generations who shall come to 
visit, in their turn, the rcmiiins of our monuments of 
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the present era, will likewise ask, without being able to 
answer, why we have built and sculptured. The works 
of man endure longer than JiU thoughts ; movement is 
tho law of the Iiuman undeivstaading ; finality is tlm 
dream of ]>ride and ignorance; tlo<l is a goal whieli 
recedes, in proportion as humanity apjiroaches ; wo are 
always advancing, but never arrive; ; the great divino 
image which mankind lias endeavoured, .since its in- 
fancy, to lix ilelinitely in its imagination, and to imiirisoii 
in its temples, expands and bix'aks loose from tho nar- 
row eonct'ptions and limited temples, and leaves tho 
do.sertcd fanes and altars to crumble, whilst it calls 
man to seek and behold it, where it manifests itself 
more and more energetically, in thought, mind, virtue, 
nature, and the infinite univcr.se ! 

Happy he who has wings to hover overpast ago.s, to 
stand w'ithout giddinc'ss upon the womlorful nionuinonts 
of men, to fathom the abyss of thought and Iminan 
destiny — to trace with the eye the conrsi; of the human 
mind progressing through this dim liglit of successive 
systems of philosophy, religion, and govcrvnment — to 
soar aloft, and, like the inarim r in the midst of the 
ocean looking out for land, foretell to what period of 
time ho himself may live, and to what manifestation of 
truth and holiness God may call the generation of wliicU 
he forms a unit ! 

Jlalhek^ March ‘JP, inuhiUjht. — 1 w<‘nt yesterday to 
tin; hill of temples, by tin; liglit of tin* inoen, to think, 
to weep, and to pray. God knows tliat J weep, and 
will weep as long as memory and a tear n'lnain to me. 
After praying for mys(;lf, and fur thosi; who an* ])arfc 
of my.s< lf, I prayed for all maiikiod. 'I'liis stupendous 
overthrown momuneiit of liumanity, on the wrecks of 
which 1 was seated, inspired me with such strong and 
ard<*nt sentiments, that they almost of th(*m.selvea 
escaped in verse, tho natural language of my thoughts 
when they mu.ster me, 1 wrote out in the morning, at 
th(^ very spot and on tin* very stone where 1 conceived 
them, the following verses 

VKRSI’S AVRITTK.V AT RALBLIK. 

Mysterious ilesorts! ‘noiith ^vliose lunuinls ;u-e strewn 
The bones of cities, now by uamc; unknown : 

II\ii;e blocks, by ruin’s torrent tumbled o’er; 

Vast bed of life, whose stream now Hows no more, 

Ye temples, for whose marble b;isc‘s, hills 
Were rent like tre<;s bf-ncath the woodmen’s bills; 

Ye gulfs, thrmgli which whole river Hoods lui^dit stray ; 
Oduinns, I'loiiK which the eye can Hml no way ; 

I’ill.'ir and arch, a long, dark, alloywl liov^f. 

When*, ns in clouds, the wandering moon is l,)st; 

Capitals, whose sites the eye would vainly toll ; 
fi rent characters, Imprinted on earth’s shell — 

'J’o luucli you, and your mysteries to test, 

A pilgrim comes from the far West f 

The path, by wln’ch his bark titc billows rangf'd, 

A luindroit times hail its horizon changed ; 
lie oust his life on the abysmal deeps, 

Jlis feet are worn upon tiic moiintaiii steeps; 

His tent liath felt the tiory eastern sun. 

His friends gn'wTaint before tlu; goal w.as won ; 

And ov’n his dog, if ere he reach his land, 

M ill recognise no more Ins voice or lumd ; 

Ami from him, on his travel, has bwn riven 
His eye’s solo star, tho child who gsivc his heaven 
Its all of light and immortality ; 

Childless, without memorial, ho must die f 
Ami no'v, upon tlicsi* mighty wrecks he sits, 

And he.are'M hut the mocking wind by fits: 

A load up)u his brow and bosom rests - 

Tliought, heart, no longer there arc Eue.sts! 

1 1,;» I p;i.‘^sod tlu* summits of .Sannin, covmvd witli 
ct»*rn:d smuvs, and ha«l doscc:tdt;d on the otlu c side of 
la'hanuii, crowm;d with its diadem of cedar.s, into tlio 
Ikti* and sterile desert of Heliopolis, at the tvvmina- 
tiou of a long and toilsome day. In the ilistant horizon 
beiore us, on the last deseeiits of the black mouulainsi 
('f Anti-Lebanon, an imiueuse group of yellow ruins, 
gilded by the setting snn, stood out from llu> gloom of 
the mountains, and reflected buck the ray b of evening. 
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Oiir guides pointed to tlierrt with thoir fingers, and 
exclaimed, ^^lialbek! BalhekP It was, iu fact, tho 
marvel of the desert, the fabulous Balbek, w'liich sprang 
thus brilliant from its tomb to tell us of ages of which 
history has lost cmiiU. AVe proceeded slowly vyitli our 
wearied liorses, our eyes fixed on the gigantic walls, 
on the dazzling and colossal oolunius, whieli seemed to 
increase in compass and in height as w'o drew nigh. A 
profound silence reigned thronghoiit our caravan — 
each feared to lose an impression of that hour by 
whihpering his sensations to another. The Aiiibs even 
were silent, ainl si’emed awed by the powerful and 
solemn feeling arising from a spectacle winch levels all 
minds. We reached at last the nearest shafts and 
blocks of marble, wln\'h earthquakes have thrown more 
than a mile from the site of the monuments, like leaves 
torn and hurled from the tree by a whirlwind, 'flio 
deep and wide qinirrics which rip up, like gorges iu a 
valley, the black sides of Anti- Lebanon, yawned w'ith 
their abysses before us. These vast liollows of stone, 
the walls of wliieh still show the decj) traces of the 
chisel, exhibit various gigantic blocks Iialf detaclie<l j 
from their bases, and otliers completely hewed on tlio 
four sides, which seem to be waiting for the waggons 
and arms of a giant race to move them. <)ne of ihese 
masses was sixty-tw o feet long, w ith a breadth of twvnty- 
four, and a thiekne.^s of si\t(;t‘M feet. One of our Arabs, 
descending from his horse, glided into the quarry, and 
cree])ing iqi this stone, by elliiging to the jaggings of 
the chisel, and the moss which has taken root in them, 
!5caled tlui pedestal, and ran and fro upon its plat- 
form uttering savage yells ; but such a iiuiss would 
crush the man of our th es — man would sink ludon 
his own w’ork — sixty tlmusaiid men -would mimmI their 
united powers to siuqdy raise (his stone, and the jilat- 
fonns of Balbek cfuitain some still more eol<»s.sal, reared 
tw’enty-five and thirty feet above' the ground, to .sup- 
port colomuules [U’oportioned to their bases. 

We pursued our route between tlu' dcsi.rt on tlio 
left, and the undulations of Anti-licbanon on the right, 
skirfinga few small fields, eulti\ated by the j>astoral 
Arabs, and the Ind of a large torrent win<ling amidst 
the ruins, w'ith fiiu' walnut-trees rising on its margins. 
The Acropolis, or artificial hill, which bears all the great 
monuments of Heliopolis, appeared to us liy glimpses 
through tluj branelif'S, ami ahov<' the beads ef the large 
tre-es. At lenglli we beheld it in its full extend, and tljc 
whole caravan sto])j)cd as by an elt.ctrical in.stinct. JS'o 
pen, no pimcil, can <loplct tlie improssi«}n wliicb this first 
view j>rodii(a'd in the mind. Under our feet, in the bed 
of the stream, amid.st the fit-ids, ami around the trunks 
of the tr<;es, were blocks of red or grey granite, of 
blood-streaked porphyry, of white marblo, and of yellow 
stem-, transeendant as tin* mnrblt; of Paros; siiafts of 
columns, sculptured capitals, arcliitraves, cornices, en- 
talilalurtrs, pedestals ; the scattered membe.rs of r^afnes, 
fallen with their faces to the ground ; all these, mingled 
in confusion, grouped in lu’aps, scattered and .streamiuL' 
on all sides like the lava of a volcano vomiting fortli 
th<; wi-ecks of an empire. Scarc(dy^was there a path 
to creep through liiese sweojiings of the arU, so covered 
they the earth. Tlie iron-shod fioofs of our lior.s-s 
btruck fire at every ;’t<*p, fi-oin th'* polirdied acanthus of 
the cornices, ()rf'roni the snowy neck of a fem.ale statue. 
The waters of the Balbek rivei alon<' riunle way amongst 
the fragmeniH, and washed, with their murnu "big foam, 
the brokei* marbles, w-judi stood a ; obFf-..< s to P’- ir 
course. • 

Beyond this suVi (if rfinrl)le relics arose the bill of 
Balbek, a plalf^.nn 10(!(> , a -es h»ng, and Tbd feet bread, 
built ciiwi rely by the hamls of men, of liowii stones, sonn 
of wliicli are filly to -i \ry h ,>i j<,ng, jiud fifteen to sixteen 
high, but the gn r. [>;, i * fV./in liftef'n to thirty in ele- 
vation. This hill «if grruiir'- v.;,s .mvii by ns at itsts'istern 
extremity, with its imrm asui ahlefvu/; Nations a d walls, 
in whi^.threo pieces of stoia- give a liorizojiUl line of 
J80 ^ ^npeviieies; and with 

the of its suhterrnm.an ttnuiels, in' which the 

iind pinks, and w!.. lu .. tbe winds ami 
«ast a munnuring noise shnlLir to the distani 1 


clang of our large cathedral belief. On tliis prodigloua 
platform, the outlines of the great temples stood out in 
relief from tho rose-tinted blue of the horizon. Some 
of these monmnents seemed entire, as if fresh from tho 
artists’ hands ; others offered nothing but portions still 
standing, isolated columns, slanting walls, and dis- 
mantled pediments. The eye was lost in the bewilder- 
ing maze of colonnades belonging to tlio different 
teiiiple.M, and could not observe, above these elevations, 
w’here this multitude of stones ended. The six gigantic 
coUiiniis of the great temple, still bearing maji-stically 
tlieir rich and colossal entablature, soared above tho 
whole scene, dim in. the blue sky of the dost'rt, like an 
aerial altar for the rites of giants. 

AVe sto}>p(?(l but for a few minutes, to take sliglit 
cognisance of wliat we had eoirie to behold tJirough so 
many perils and di’cary <listances; and, assured of 
posst'.ssing on the morrow^ the spectacle wdiicli dreams 
could not picture to us, we proceeded onwards. Tho 
day was falling, and we nct^ded an asylum, either under 
the tent, or under some portion of tin* ruins, to pass 
the night, and rest ourselves after a fourti-en Ijours’ 
tedious journey, la-aving the nioimtaiii of ruins ami 
platform of w liitcm-d rt-lieson our left, and passing over 
.some gniss enclosures, croj>[M‘d by goats ami camels, we 
din ctod our steps towards a smoke, rising a. low hun- 
dreds of paces from us, out of a. group of ruins inti*r- 
spersed witli Ar.ib Imts. 'rini ground was nneven and 
hilly, and (-elioeil under tin- h-et of our Iiorses, as if tin* 
siibstruetiouH we were trea«ling over would open iu 
chasms beneath us. We '-aim-: to the doi)r of a low 
building, half eoneeah-d by slabs of fallen marble, with 
narrow w'indows, without glass or shutters, formed of 
marble and porphyry badly jointed with a little cement. 
A small stom.‘ projection rose (uu- or two feet above tho 
flat. J’oof of iln^ <‘otlag(‘, ami a tiny })ell was hung in it, 
waving in iIk- w 1ml. It was the episcopal palace of tho 
Arab bishop of llallx-k, who guards in tin- de.s(>rta little 
flock of twelve or fift(-<'n Christian families, of the (Iroek 
coimnimion. enveloped by wildernessc-s and b-rocious 
trilx.s of wandering Arabs. So far, we bad not beheld 
a singh* living being but the ja<*]uds, who were lurking 
among the eoliimns of the gn-at tt‘mj)l(‘, ami the little 
swallows, with red necks, elijjging to the cornices of tiie 
j)lairorm, and .seeming tin-. ornaim;nts «>f an oriental 
arcliitecture. Tin- In.-ho]), aroused by the nol.^-«' of our 
car.ivaii, soon came ferlh, and, bow ing (Ui the tlirt.-shoiil, 
ollered ns hospitality. Ho was a liandsonn- old nia.u, 
Avith silvery Jocks ami beard, a grave ami plaeid coun- 
tenance, ami a pleasing imisical voice, |M.‘rfeetly in 
I accordance with the idea, of a pric-st, as ]>ain((-d in a 
I poem or romance, ami in all things worthy of siiowing 
his calm, V4;signeil, ami benignant fac(', on thi.s se«.-iu! 
of .solemn luiiiH and meditation, ib- made- us eiit(-r a 
small inner court, strewi-d with beautiful statues, and 
pieotvsof mo.saic anti antique vases, amlgi\iug up to as 
his liou.so — tiuu is m say, two small, low- rooms, without 
1 i’nitur<.‘ or hsoj-s- lie ivtin d, ami left ns, according 
! to Baste a custom, masters of his dwelling. AVhilst 
j our Aral ! Aver<‘ busied fixing in the (-artli around the 
house the iron pegs to attach by ring the iiors(-s’ legs, 
and I ere lighting a tire in tin eourt trj prepare 

a jiilan for ns, and to l>akt^ barley calo .s, we went ont 
to cast a s('coiid glance upon tlu^ immnmenis which 
.surrounded us. The liigh temjilcs stood before ii.s like 
.statues on their pc-de.stals, the .sun striking them Avitli a 
■ ''T i ;int ray, dropping .sloAvly from one column i<> 
am-t her, like the light of a lamji borne by tho priest far 
Im‘.> 1 m' depths of the sanctuary. Tlie thoiisand sha- 
d.owr <.r the porlieoes, pillars, colonnades, and altai’S, 
w'crc nn.'ving l-cmiatli the soaring elevations, and ob- 
scured by degree.s the brilliant glare of the marble and 
siindstonu upon ihe Acroj.olis. Hartber iu the plain 
was an expanst oi ruins ending only with the horizon,* 
one tiiigli. I.a '• called tin-m w.ivcs of skine, broken 
ag;tin.sl a ledge, ami carrying their white foam over a 
Avide*st retching strand. N('t.hing arofie above this sea 
of wi-i cks; and the night, whieh W’Jis descending fi’cm 
the already darkened heights of the mounUiin-cham» 
closed round aud auccc-ssively cuvclopod them in ns 
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frloom. Wo roxnaiiied a few minutes pondering in 
silence upon this spectacle, and then returned, with 
slow steps, to the hishop’s little court, now lighted up 
by tho Arabs’ fire. 

Seated on fragments of cornices and capitals, serving 
for seats in the court, we hastily ate the sober meal of 
a traveller in the desert, and remained for some time, 
before retiring to sleep, Conversing on what filled our 
thoughts. The fire wa.s extinguished, but tlic moon 
rose, round and brilliant, in tin; clear sky, and fill ling 
through tho b.attlements of .a high wall of wliitc stone, 
and the indentations of a window of Arahian architec- 
ture, whicli hounded the court towards the dest*vt, 
Jiglitod up the enclosure witli a lustre which made all 
the ruins radiant. We fell into a silent reveri(j ; what, 
wen; our sensations, at that hour, in that spot so far 
from the actual world, in tho midst, of aii extinct wmrld, 
in tile presence of so many mute evid(*nc<;s of a past 
wliieh was unknown, hut whieli overturned all our potty 
theoru.'S of liistory and human philosojihy — what arose 
in our minds f»r hearts, concerning our systems and 
iTi'eds, and peidiap.s also our individual recollections 
and leelings — (lod only knows, for our tongues did not 
vi utiin' to ex}u*(‘ss them ; tliey feavi'd to ja’ofane the 
solemnity of iliot hour, of tliat luminary, of tho very 
tlioughts themselves: we were sileiil. Suddenly, 
munmiriug sound, with iiniiasslouofl aecints, like 
sweet and amorous wailing, issued from the ruins 1 
hind th(; high wall ]iierced with oponlngs, the top of 
whieh seemed to \is as if tottering lor a fail ; this vagU' 
and confut'd murmur swa-lh'd, grewv stronger and 
higher, and \vc distingiiislu'd a. simg. sustained In sovt'- 
ral voii'es in chorus-- a mou(»ton<uu4, melaiiehoiy, aii<; 
all't (ding seuig, which alteriiati'ly ro-o and fell, iliec 
away, and was ri'new'ed, answt'ring to itself: it was tin 
evening prayer which tho Arab hishop was imtting up 
with Ills little lloek, witliiii the ruined walls of whai 
had Iji'CM his church. vi'Ct’Utly overt limwii hy a tribe o; 
)dolatr<nis Arabs. Nothing had previously preparer 
us for this music <d’ the soul, wliosc; cNi'Cvnotc is : 
sentiment or an asjnrafion of the Imman Ih'art, in tlii 
.‘i()!itud<> in th(‘ (h'])ths <d' tlx; w iidtTiu'ss, s]»riuging tliui 
frmii hileur. blocks, lieaped up by eartiiquake.s, barha 
rians, and time. W<‘ were struck with awe, and aceom 
panied tijo a(*ceuts of that lady pOf'try witli rapfiirou 
tlmught, pravi'i*, and all our inward poetic workings 
until the iila.iii's, willi tii< n* monntoiious burden, wion 
linished, and llio last, sigiis of th»‘ pious voices had sun 
info tin; usual .-.ilence of lliese ancient relies. 

tSffwr r/(/fr.— '\'hi' teinjiles made us forged the djevi 
w hich the, prince of llalh(‘k wislied to oxhihit for us ; we j 
jiassed the whole morning in going over them again. 
At four o’clock, some Arabs came to inform us that the 
horse-men ivere in the plain hi'>oiul the monuments, 
but that, out of patience wilh our tardiness, they were ^ 
I the j)oiut of wididrawing ; tliat the prince conehUi< d | 
tliis spectacle had few charms for us, since we wa?re se) 
long in going to it, and tliorcd'oro he invltt 1 us to pi'o- 
ceed to his residence wJien our curiosity was saii-sfu'd, ^ 
w Ikto h(' w as arranging another species «'f auiuscmeut. | 
Such toleration on the part of a cliiof t)f a tierce tribe j 
of Arabs, the most feared in the desert, astonished u.^. 
In general, the Arabs, and even the Turks, do not alU 
strangers to visit, aloiio the ruins of ancient c'dilices, as 
tlaiy helicv(; these remains contain jirodigious tiH'a 
sures, guarded hy genii or demons, and that Kuro|>eaus 
know the Jiiagie hu’ms which tlirow' them open. As 
they arc solicutons that tlicse hoard.s of wealth should 
not be carried olV, they obseiwo the Franks in 
3‘egions with gi’oat vigilance ; but hero, on the contrary, 
we w(Te left entirely to ourselves; we had not evciiaii 
Arab guide with us, .ami the children of the tribe ii.ad 
retircfl to .a distance from respect. I am ignorant of 
the cause of this d(‘ferenc(; on the part of tiie emir of 
llalhek; perhaps ho took us for emissaries of Ihrnhim 
I’.acJia. TIu' fact is, wo wero too fi;w to excite fear in 
tribe of 500 or (iOO men, used to anus and living by 
l>hinder, and yet they dared not interrogate us, or iuter- 
lere with any of our projects ; w e could have remained 
a mouth in tho templcsj made excavations, and carried 


tway the most precious fraj^ents of these sculptures, 
vilhout encountering opposition from any one. 1 re- 
;rcttcd exceedingly, as at the Dead Sea, that 1 had not 
joen previously avvan; of tho feeling of these tribes 
■especting us ; I wamld have taken witli me workmen 
nd camels of burden, and curiched science and mu- 
seums. 

On leaving tho temples, wo went to the palace of the 
mil*. An interval of fleserted ruins, of less iiiiportance, 
eparates tho liill of the great inouumciits, or the Acro- 
jolis of Dalbek, from New Balhek, inhabited hy tho 
Arabs. It is hut a heap of huts, a hundred times over- 
hrowii in incessant wars. Tho population have hiir- 
pow'cd as tliey could in tho cavities iornH'd by .so many 
remains; hr.'inehcs of tree's or roofs of straw' cover 
heir dwellings, tlu; doors and windeiws of which are 
rcquoiitly coinpobi;d of pieces of most admirable Bculp- 
;ure. 

The sp.acc occupied by the ruins of the modern tow’ii 
is V(Ty considerable. It stivtelies out of sight, and 
w'hiten.s two low hills which undnlnli? above tlio great 
airi; tlx; cllect is .sad and liarsh. These modern 
relics recall to tlie mind tliose of Athens, wliiidi 1 had 
‘cn a year before. The dull and raw whiiem ss of 
tho w'alls tlirown to tlie cartli, and of tlx' scattered 
blocks, lias none of the inaji;sty or tlie gilded tint of 
ruins of veritable antiquity ; it rcsemhb’S more an im- 
mense strand covered with sea-foam. Tho palace of tho 
emir consists of a pri'tty large convl, surrounded witli 
low buildings of ditiereiit forms, the wlioli’ lieing quite 
similar to a miseiiihle farm yard in our nxist impove- 
rislx'd provinces. ■The gale was guarded li> a ei rtaiii 
number of arme<l Aralts; :i oi’owil was pre.s.sing at the 
tuilrance, hut the guards made room lor us, and intro- 
duced us to the interior. It was already filled by tlio 
cliiefs of the trib(‘, and a great <'oucouise of iK-(»ple. 
'I’lx; emir and his family, with the priiu*ip:il sehuiks, 
dr<;sscd in inagnifictiil eaftans (robes) ami [>elisse.s, 
wliieli were, however, very ragged, weiv' seali d on a 
balcony, above the crowd, allixed to the largi i^t build- 
ing. .iicliiixi tix'ni A\( re sonio .^tteixlaat-i, aiaiied men, 
and blue), slaves. The emir aiul liis suite rii.^e uj; on. 
our approach, and wo werh a^^sisteil to mount some 
liigh 8l.(*ps, Jormed of irregular blocks, which sei'ved a.s 
a staircai^e to tho balcony. After the usual compliments, 
tlie muir made us sit on the <rivan beside him, jupes 
were brough.t, and the spectacle began. 

A musit resulting from drums, timbrels, shrill fifes, 
and iron triangk's, vstmek with an iron rc^d, gave tlio 
signal, ruur or five performi'iv, dressed in the most 
gi'ote.sque fashion, some as iiu'ii, otlxu'.s as women, ad- 
;.nc<'d into the midille of the eourt, and exocuted the 
most extravagant and lascivii.uis daiu'es tint tlie oycH 
of the barbarians could support. These useless daiicea 
lasted 3Uore than au Imiog interspersed oeeasionally 
with a few' words atxl g sturi's, and alterations of cos- 
tume, which seemed to denote a dramatic intention ; 
hut one thing oiiiy^ was iiitelligiMo, namely, llu* hor- 
■■ lo and disgustiiig dl'{>ra^ily of the public manners, 
j a.s indicatetl i;y fAe niovenx'uts of the dancers. 1 turned 
1 aw'ay luy' <'\es; tho emir iiimseli ap]>eared to blush at 
I the scaudaious pleasmvs iif his peopU', aixl made, like 
me, gestures of iiidigtuitiou ; hut ihe shouts and applaus«5 
of tiu? 3 ’est of the spectators always rose l^uulest when 
tlio most filtliy olisceiiities wi're. given iu iho ligurc.s of 
iho dance, thus encouraging the actors. 

They da’xH'd on, until, overcome -with fatigiu', and 
.stivaiuing with ]Hn'spiratiou, tluy eoulti no lougiu* 
muiiilaiu the continuallv iiumeasing quickness of tho 
lueasmv, hut rolled on the I'arth, whenee tho aUeudants 
I'onioved llu'iu. Tlie w’omen did not ;*s.sist at this spec- 
taele; but those of the emir, tvho.se harem looked on. 
the court, eiijoxed it from their rooms, and we .saw 
lium tlirougli the wooilen Imvs crowding to {!u- windows 
Lr get a. view' of tho daucors. 'I’lie slaves ef the I'lnir 
brought us slierbet and sweidmeats of ail sorts, as well 
as an exquisite drink composod from the juice ol tho 
I pomegraiiate and orange ilowers, well iced, and in crys- 
I tal cups. Other slaves pre.seuted us wUli luuslui iiup- 
I kbiS; embroidered >Yith gold, io dvy our lip:?* Cofteo 
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was likewise rq)eatodly served, and pipes incessantly penetrates the canvass and lightens the interioi* of tho 
renevred. I conversed for half an hour with the emir, tent, where we are sheltering ourselves against the cold. 
He appeared to mo a man of good sense ainl intellect. The horses, although covered with their iclt sheets, 
much beyond what the gross pleasures of his people neigh from sufto ring. We hear during the whole night 
would lead one to imagine. He was about fifty years old, the Halhek horsemen and Egyptian soldiers, shiver- 
of a handsome eonntenaiice, and possessed of the most ing under their mantles. Wi* ourselves, though wrapped 
dignified and noble deportment, and of a most grave up iu mantles and tbick woollen blankets, feel insup- 
politeness, all wiiicli things the lowest of the Arabs pre- portable the bitter iciness <tf this Alpine atmosphere, 
serve, either as a gift of the climate, or as a heritage At s*woii in the morning wt^ mount on horseback, with 
of ancient civilisation, llis costimu; and his arms wore a rosplendant sun, whicli soon makes us throw oil* our 
very sumptuous, llis beautiful horses were siauding mantles, 4uid afterwards our caftans. At eight we jiass 
in the courtyards and <ui the road, one of the tinost of by a largt! Arab village on an eh^vated level, tlu^hous(‘s 
wliich be offered to present to me. He interrogated in which arc commodious, and the yards filled with 
me, with the most delicate discretion, touching Europe, cattle, as in Europe. We take care not to tarry. The 
Tbrahim Pacha, and the object of my journey to the inhabitants arc enemies of the Arabs of llalbck and 
iiiidst of these deserts. I answered with a feigned re- Syria. They belong to tribes almost independent, which 
serve, so as to lead him to the belief that I had in reality hold an intercourse chiefly with the populations of 
a totally diffijrent object from that of visiting columns Damascus and Mesopotamia, 'flu'y setan rich and 
and ruins. lie offered me all his tribe as an escort industrious ; all tlu* plains around are nndt'r cultiva- 
lo Damascus, over the chain of Anti- Lebanon, which tioii, and we perceive men, women, and chiMreii, in the 
1 wished to traverse. 1 only accepted a few horsemen fields. They an* ploughing with oxen. We encounter 
to serve as guides and protectors, and I withdrew, lol- several scheiks wtdl mounted and equipped, either going 
lowed by ali tlie scheiks, on burs(;back, to tlic door of to or coining from Damascus ; th(-*ir countenances are 
the bishop’s house. 1 gave orders for departure in the savage and fierce ; they look upon ns with a sinist«-r 
morning, and wo passed the evening in convei*sation expression, ami pass on without saluting ns. 'flu* chiU 
with our venerable host, whom we w'eve so soon to leave, dren shout at us witli malicious yells. In a sccoml 
A few hundreds of ]>iastres, ^Yhich I juu'sented to him village*, two hours beyond the first, wt* obtain by pur- 
:is alms for his flock, repaid tho hospitality which we chase, with great ditHciilty,a few chickens and some rice 
had received from him. He took ujuni himself the task for our dinner. At six in the evening wo ]»itch <nir 
of sending off a camel loatled with some fragments of cumji on an elevated sjmt alu»ve a momvtain gorge, 
sculpture, w hieh I wished to transport to Europe. He whicli falls towards a rivtn* w liich we can see glittering 
faithfully aet|niltcd himself of this coiamissi<»n, and on in the distamu*. A small torrent bounding into tlie 
my return into Syria, I to.md these jmeeious relics ravitui, snttices us to slake our horses’ thirst. In front 
already arrived at P>ei rout. of us, at tin* outlet of the gorge, perpondieular rocks 

March 31 Wi* left llalbok at four in the rnorniug. rise in pyramidal groups lost iu the sky. 'fhe elimato* 

The caravan is coinj>osed of our usual number of is still severe ; no vegetation is seen on tin* aeelivities. 
moukres, Arabs, servants, and escort, and of eight The grey <»r bltick tinge of tin* rock contrasts with the 
Balhek horsenn*!!, who march two or thrisc hundred brilliant transparency of the firmament into which t!io 
paces in advam•l^ of tlie caravan. The day commenced jieaks pii rce. 

to break just as wo cleared the first bill, mounting to April 1. — We w’ere on borsthack by six o^elock. 
the chain of Anti-Lebanon. 'I’lie oniiro hill is excavated The wi'athor was magnifleent. We travelled tin* wlmle 
by enormous deep quarries, from wliieh tlic prodigious day without a halt, between sle'e)nuounta ins, separated 
moimmenls wx* bad been conti inplating were drawn only by narrt)w ravines, down winch torrents of nndied 
forth. Tho sun begun to gild their summits, and tliey snow’ were rolling. Not a trci*, not a i)i' ce of moss, 
glittered beni'atli us in tlie plain like blocks of gold, was (Ui tlie mountain-flanks. 'I’heir strangely broki'ii 
We could not draw our eyes away; twenty limes wi* and spliuteri.-d forms gavi* an iiUa. of Imman moim- 
stiqtped before tin* view of tliem was lost. Ihiially, they ments. One of them rose Ingli and ]x*rpendicnlar on 
disappeared for ever under tlie hill, and we saw no- all sides, likt* a pyramid; its base might be a li‘ague 
thing over tho deseit but the blaek or snowy p(*aks <if round. Wo could not discover liow it was possible it 
the mountains of Tripolis or Latakia, which were lo>t could be scaled. No trace of a pathway or of steps was 
in tho firmament. visible, ainl yet caverns wore hollowed out by Iminim 

The niouiitaiiis which wo are passing over, as yet of labour in all jiarts of it, and of all sizes. A miniber of 
modoratt! elevation, are entirely Ijaix , and almost do- cells, botli '• -at and small, bad sculptured entrances of 
sorted. Tlie soil in general is poor and sterile, and, different fonns cut w'ith the chisel. Some of them, 
where cultivated, is of a red colour. There are pretty whicli opened iminediab’ly above our heads, had small 
vales, with gtMitle and undulating slopes, wIht- the terraces, fashioned hi the rock itself before (lie <loor- 
plough inigliL woi'k vvitlioiit obsiacle. We mei't iieitlier ways. We saw the romains of eliapi’Is or t(miph*s, and 
travellers, Her villages, nor iiiliabitants, until the middle eolunms .still standing, on the rock ; itseem(*d u human 
of the (lay. W«; lialt beneath our tents at tluM-ntraiict; hive lm*.saKxn. ’I'Jie .Vrahs allege tliat it was tin* Chris- 
to a deep gorge, whmx? a torrent, now^dry, llow.s. We tiaiis of Damascus who Indlowed out. these <*aves. I 
find a sj)ring under a rock, with abundant and delicious believe * - fact that it is one of those Tliehaids in wdiich 
water. Wc fill with it the jars. suspemhsMo oiir horses’ the early (.Jiristians took refuge in llnMimcs of her- 
saddlc's. Aib'r tw-o hours’ nist, wx j-osiirneour march i. itising or of j»orseeution. Saint raid founded a great 
By a steep and rugged path, we : kirt the flank of a cliurch at l^aniasciis, whicli, after flourishing a long 
lofty mountain of naked rock for i!(.‘arly two hours, time, underwent tin; saim* vicissitudes and persecutions 
The yaU(*v, which keeps sinking most con*^i<iv i obly to as all tl:j otlicr clmrelies in the East, 
our righi, is plouglied by the broad ;u*d of a wait ih ;s 'Vc left the.se mountains to the left hand, and shortly, 
river, and op *1 k; other side a niomitain of grey ruck, , altog' thev b'*)iiiid. We maile a rapid descent, down 
coinplctc'ly stripped <.i veg(>1ation, ris(.*s like a pequoidi- j ahnest impracticable precipices, to an (qieii and extcii- 
cular wall. \\ c begin td .lescend tow’ards the otln r i sivtM r '' y. A dm x’m ing river flowed througli it- Vcg(?- 
outlcfc Oi his gorge. Two of <Hir h(»i*ses, loaded witli * ;ation again appitai’ei’ on its bunks; willows, poplars, 
down tlie ])rf cipic(.*, ’J'hc mattrasses and and large tn.-es, widi their branche.s bent in a fantastic 
divan-earpets, w lii.'l .onu ■ . u- burden, deaden tln^faJI, manner, and beaidi g black foliage, w’cre growing in the 
and v\x8uecoed in n-covi ring ijjchi. Wc encamp at the intersfict.'S * *’ tlu; cock which limsl the river. IW an 
end of tlic gorge ntnir an excellent w ell, 'i hcj night v/aa iiisciisibh?, tlunigii unvarying descent, w'O followed these 
passed 111 the midst of this lal^yiinth, m tlu; niounhiins : enchanting margins for a whole hour. The riv(ir kop^ 
of Anti-Letohpn. Xhc siiow’ is not nmi cr ibau fifty yards murmuring and foaming below ns. The loftv moun- 
abov'o L)ur Arabs bave llgiited a fire of tains, whicdi Hid<;d tho gorgi; through whicli the river 

-^rambles b^^^h a giotto, ten yards irom tlic hillock flowed, struck back and rounded into wide and woodet 
where our tent pitclird. ’J la* glare from ih,* fliv | knoJl.s, whereon the rays of setting liuu Were falling* 



TRAVELS IN THE EAST. 


It was tlio first glimpse of Mesopotamia ; more and 
more clearly wo perceived the broad valleys which 
stretch and open iah) the great desert plain between 
DuniuHcuB and Ilagdad. The valley in which wo wimm', 
r(»undc<l gently off' into wider compass. On both sides 
of the river traces of cultivation w(‘ro perceptible*, ami 
wo heard the distant bleatings of flocks. Ortdiai'ds of 
apricots as large as walnnts skirted tlie roatl. Shortly, to 
our great surprise, we saw hedges, as in Europe, divid- 
ing the orch.'ii’ds, and gardtuis of pot-luu'bs, and fruit- 
bushes in flower. Wooflmi ))arrier8 or gates opened at 
intervals on these lovely enelosures. The road was 
hroad, level, and well maintained, like one iji the vici- 
nity of a large 1^’rench toAvn. None of our party Avas 
aware of the existence of this enchanting oasis in the 
])osoin of tin? inaeeessiblo mountains of Anti- Lebanon. 
We Avere evidently drawing close to a town or village, 
Avbose name avo kneAv not. An Arab trooper whom we 
ffll in Avilli, told ns that aa-o Avere in the environs of a 
large vlllagt*, ealled /ebdani. We already saAvthe smoke 
rising from it amongst the tops of the great tr<'<‘S .scat- 
t«;re<l in tin? valh.'v. \V(? soon entered the streets of the 
village, Avhieli Avere Avid(! and straight, having a foot 
])avenient of stone on each side. 'Pbo houses along.-;ide 
of them were large, and suiTotirith*fl by yards full of 
rattle, and by gardens av(‘ 11 irrigated and stocked. 'I’be 
Avomen and ebildren came to the door.s to see us pass, 
and \velc<»med ns Avitli open and smiling coimtenanee.s. 
W't' iiKjnired if there was a caravanserai Avl\ere Ave 
might slielter ourselves for tlu^ night, and aatix* an- 
s\v('re<l in the mjgatiA’e, inasiimeh as Z(?bdani not btang 
on any rom<‘, no earavans pass through it. After Avan- 
<leriug some tinn* in tin* streets, Ave came to an open 
s]»aee on the banks of tb(' river. 'ri)cr<* a lioinse of 
larger tlimensions than the otlu'vs, with a terrae*.* run- 
ning along it. and ern'onipassed l\y trees, proclaliin'd tin* 
residence of tlie selieik. 1 Avent t<i tin* gate Avitli luy 
dragoman, and ask(Ml for a lious(‘ to j»ass the night in. 
'riie slave.swent to inftjrm tin* sclieik, wlio immedialely 
caim* out. He was a venerable (»Id maji, Avitli a Avbite 
beard Jiiid a frank and oldiging countenance, lie 
olb red me bis whole house, witli an earnestness and 
grace such as I n«jver m<‘t AAitli elsewhere. In an 
instant his numerous sla\es, and the chit f ]>eople of the 
villages took hold of our horses, led them to an e.xten- 
sive slietl, unloaded tlicnn and supplied them Avith 
barlt'V ami sti-aAv. The sclieik ordered his women to 
retire from their apartnumts ; and having first intro- 
duced us to liis divan, where av<' Avere served Avith cotfee 
and sherliet, abandoned to ns all the rooms of liis house. 
He in([nirt:<l if I wished his slaves to prepare our repast. 
I lu'ggi'd him lo allow my own eook to spare them that 
trouble, and siiiijiiy to providt^ nu’ with a calf and Bomo 
.sheep, to supply tin; ileliciencii'S in our stock since avo 
left ilalbi'k. in a f/Av minutes the shet'p tiiul calf Avere 
hnmght, and killed by tin; villagt* butclier ; and whilst 
our people pre{iared sujiptu*, the .sclieik presented to us 
till* principal inhabitanis of the district, liis relaihins, 
and friends, lb' even asked permission to introduce 
his Avomen to Madaiim de Lamartine. They ardently 
di^sinsl, he said, to see a European lady, and to insj'cct 
her garments and jewels. In fact, they soon after 
jiassed through the diAan av<j Avere sitting in, covered 
Avith tlndr veils, and entered my Avile’s apartment. 
There Avero three of them ; one, already advanced in 
years, .seemed the mother of the other tAvo. The young 
oiujs Avere remarkably jiretty, and evinced the mo.st 
perfect respect, reverence, and attachment fur the ebb r 
oni'. My AA ifc gUAn? them some small preseni.s, and tlicy 
did the like on their parts. 

During this intervieAv the veuci’ablc sclieik conducted 
u.s to a terrace, Avhich he had ('ri'cted close to hi.s house, 
t>u the margin of the river. Pile.s, fixed in tin,' bed of 
the river, supported a tloor, covered Avith a carpet; a 
divan went round, and an cnonnou.s tree, similar to 
Ihose 1 had scon on the edge of the road, overshadowed 
flie whole terrace and river. There the acheiU, like 
sdl the Turks, passed his leisure hours, in the murmur 
and coolness of the waters bubbling befoi^i his eyes, in 
Ihe shade of the tree, and amidst the song of a tiiousand 
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birds peopling its branches. A bridge of planks con- 
nected the house witli this suspension-terrace. It was 
one of the most beautiful situations 1 have beh(*ld in 
my travels. The vic\y^ reached to the rounded and 
sfirnbre eminences of Aii^'i-Lcbanon, surmounted by tlus 
black rock pyKiinids, or' the snoAvy peaks ; fell Avith tho 
river, and its foaming Avaters, between the undulating 
branches of the various trees Avhich lined its course ; 
and AA'as lost Avith it in tho sinking plains of Mesopo- 
tamia, which advanced, like verdant gulfs, into the 
Aviiidings of the mountains. 

When the supper was ready, I invited tlie sclieik to 
lionour ns Avith his company. He accepted Avitli grc'at 
good AA'ili, and ap])t.‘ared innch amused at fiie European 
maimer of eating, had never stMui any of the 

utensils of our tables. Ho ilrank no Avine, and avo did 
not urge him. The conscience of a JMahoininedan is as 
much to be rcs]M ct('d as our own. To make a Turk sin 
against tho huv Avbich bis rc'ligion imposes, lias ahvays 
appeared to im? as Avicked and di.'^graceful as to tempt 
a Christian from the path of duty. We .spoke a long 
time about Eluropo and our customs, of Avliicli lie 
seemed a great admirer, lie enlcrtained us Avitli a 
dissertation on liis mode of govt*rning his village. His 
faniily liad reigned for ages over this favoured canton 
of Aiiti-L(‘banon ; and the perfect system of propirrtv, 
agriculture, safety, and decency, Avliidi av(? bad admired 
ill pa.ssiiig through tin* lands of /ohdani, was entirely 
owing to this excellent race of sebeik.s. 'I'hus it is 
tbrongbout the East. All is exei'ption and anomaly. 
Hood is perpetuated a.s well a.s evil. We could judge, 
from this enchanting village, Avhat these }irovince.s 
might b«s if restored to tlu'ir natural fertility.^^ 

The sebeik gri'atly admired iny arm.s, and es^H'cially 
a ]).air of capped ])istolH, ill disguising tin* satisfaction 
that their possession Avoiild eau.se him. Hut 1 was not 
able to make Iiini the oiler. Tlnw wei’c my jtistojs for 
eombat, wbicli I anus deteviniiUMl to ki i p hy me until 
my return to Enixtiie. 1 pre.s(‘nt('d liim'wirli a gold 
watch for bis Avifi-. lb* reci'ived this gilt with all the 
polished relnetance wliieh av(‘ should have cxhil)it<‘d in 
Europe on a like, occasion, and atlected evtm to be eom- 
]»letely satisfied, altlioiigh I could not doubt bis jirodi- 
leetion for tin* bract* t>f j*istois. 

A quantify of cu.diions and carpet.s was brought for 
u.s to sleep on. W'e .stretched ourselves on the (.livan 
Avhert' the iieik slept himself, ami avo were lulled to 
repose by tlie murmur of the river as if swe[it beneath 
us. 

On tho following day, avo departed at sunrise, and 
]>a'''setl tliroiigh the other half of tlie village of Zobdaiii, 
Aviiich Avas still more beautiful than the one aac bad 
seen tin* previous ('veiling. The seheiU gave us some 
lior.semeii of his tribe .as an csoort to Haniascus. Wc 
dismissed the troopi'rs of tiie lialbek emir, Avho AA'Oiild 
not Ikia'c b('en vc'ry safe on the territory of Damascus. 
\\'e continued for an hour in roads lined with quick- 
s('t luidges, as broad, and kept ia as good repair, as in 
Eninet*. A eanvpy of aprieot and ]>ear trees over- 
spn'ad tlie AvaA ; to the right and h‘ft oreliards stretched 
Avitlumt end, and then eainc cultiA'^ated fields full of 
labourers and eatth'. All the ortdiards were irrigated 
by rivulets, Avhieh fall from the moiiutains on the left. 
Tlie mountains Avere topiied with snow. Tho plain Avas 
extt'iisivc, and our vimv av;is limited only by the groves 
of floAvering tret's. Alter marching for three hours, a-s 

-♦■[Dr Richnnl.son. Avho visited Damascus in Itifo, and in tm- 
vclli I? tlii'iico Dalbek, pcibsod thruut^h Zebdani, and .stopi^nl a 
n’^lit tbore, lila; AI. do l.amartine, informs us that this villayjo 
hi'tonged then to Aliniod licy, M>n of Alidallih, f*>niierly p.uvhu 
of D;«n:u<ous, and Avas ndnnni.-^tortul, in his iibsoaco, by a sclieik 
(‘;iUe«l Dahr Etel. As M. de Linnartint! has erred so eoii'-itlerably 
in placing Zobdani in an unfrequented pari of tho nutfe, and in 
dc nbiiig it as utterly, even by nami*, unknown lo lu.s Arab 
guides, Avhen, in point of fact, it is precisely tlie li.df way station, 
tho pcriM^tual and notorious resting-place, between Dainasoua 
•mil llalbck, tho probability is that M. do bainarline is also in- 
corrt'ct in ascribing to tho inlia1)it.ant8 of Zohdani (who amount 
to about WHH)) an herixJItary and independent race of selicilts or 

gliVLTUOrs.] 
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tAMAR’llNES 


if in the midst of the most delightful landscapes of Eng 
land or Lombardy, with nothing to remind us of tl: 
desert and barbarism, wo enter<3d upon a more stoid 
and harsh counti^\ Veg<‘tiition and cultivation alnios: 
entirely disappeared. Hills of rock, scantily oovere 
with a yellow moss, stretched in front of us, bounde< 
by grey mountains more elevated, but equally ban 
We came to a halt at the foot of these mountains, fa 
fiX)m human habitation. We passed tlie night tliero o: 
the tidge of a torrent deeply entombed, wliicli resoiindei 
like endless tlmnder in a rocky gorge, and poured dowr 
its imiddy waters, mixed with tlakes of snow, 

horse at six in the morning. This was our Iasi 
day M journey, and wo assumed the complete Turkisli 
costume to esen])e bt'iiig recognised as Franks in th 
ciivinms of Dauiasciis. My wife appeared as an Aral] 
woman, and a long veil of wdiito linen envidoped her 
from lu'nd to foot. Our Arabs also ])repared tlndr besi 
attire, and pointed out to ns tin* inountainH which wt 
had yet to clear, exclaiming, ,ScJmm ! ^ckfimp- Jt is 
the Arab name of Damastais. 

Tile fanatical populalioii of Damascus, and the sur- 
rounding country, rt'inler these precautions necessary 
on the part of Franks venturing to visit that city. The 
Damascenes alone amongst tlio orimit/ils, nonrisli more 
and more religious Initred and horror of the Kuixqiean 
name and costume. They alone have rclitsed to admit 
consuls, or even eonsniar agc'Uts, lor Christian powers. 
Damascus is a holy, fanatical, and fixa- city — nothin: 
innst pollute it. 

Ill spite of the rmoiaoes of llu- jVivte, in s]>iie of tlie 
more powerful int* rvontion of Ibrahim j’aeha, and a 
garrison of l-,00() Fgyptian or foreign soldiers, tii 
people of Damascus have <»bstinate)y refused ucci.’ss 
within tlip walls tu the .English consul-general in .Syria. 
Two teiTible s(.'ditioiis lia\ ( iriseii in the city, on tin? 
mere ruiimm- of the eonsnl, s approach. If lie iiad not 
turned back, bcwunld have I H-eii torn in pieces, d’hings 
are still in tin's state; the arrival of a Jairopean in tin 
Frank cost nine would be the signal of afresh rising, 
and wo were ii(.<t w ithout ap])relionslon lliat the report 
of our journey might have ja'aehed Damascus, and liave 
exposed ns to serious danger. We had takm mcry 
possible precaution. W'e wen'', elothed in tlie strictest 
Turkish fashion. A, solitaiy Euro}>ean, wim has as- 
sumed the Arab manners and costnme, and who passes 
for an Armenian merchant, has expost.'d bims»'lf for 
many years to the n'sk of residing in such a town, to 
bo of assistance to tlie comnitrco of the inaritiim* dis- 
tricts of Syria, and to such travelb’rs as destiny drives 
into these mbospilnhle regioijs. M'his is M. Haiuiin, 
consular agent for France and all .l'iuro])e, formerly 
an agent of Lady Stanhope, whom ho aceuniriauiiMl in 
her first journeys to Halbek and Falmyra, aii<lafror- 
wurds einphyed liy the J'rench govermnent to Iniy 
borse.s in tin' desert. M. liaudin speaks ArrCeic like a 
native, and has formed frie-ndly and commercial con- 
nections wiiii all the wandering tribes of the doei-i s 
.surrounding Dainascns. He lias itiaiTied an -i.rab 
woman of laii’opeaii closceut, 11c has lived for tmi 
years in tin.- city ; and notwithstanding the numi'rous 
relations that he lias opened uji, his life has bcfrii 
repeatedly threati.ned by the bigoted fury (»f the inha- 
bitants. T\vic«-, flight alone saved him from certain 
deal!]. Ho lias Imili a. house at Zi rklc, a .< m.all Chris- 
tian town on tb(' sides of Lebanon. anYl there he takes 
retugo in tfmes of jiojuilar commotion. M. .tiaiidiu, 
whose life is perpetually in da.ng( r ;u Dam a?." ns, and 
who forms the sob; means of conininnicat "U m this , 
great capital, ‘he only link i\;r tln^ policy ctnd con. ! 
mercoof Euro[ recc’vesfromthe Freiicli govemr.iejit, | 
in rew'ard for liis exalt.<*fl services, the. ti’iHin.g revenue ! 
of 1500 fr ncs lO.s. sterling), whilst the eon.snls ' 

in the sea-ports of th<rLevrint, euj iyingfiill secuvity,and 
all the luxuries of lif 1 ecei ve large nnd enviable allow- 
ance^. I cannot cornpndh.jid dc: iuddb-rene#; aufl iri- 
the Eiirojtcan }j<oves>,and ih.- l'r« tudi ^(wiirii- 
mchlln particular, in neglecting and u ipov^misuing ^ 
young man so intelligent, lionest, cfiunigeons, and ac- j 
^ |i Yeg and who renders, and might render yet more, | 


the greatest services to his country. They will lose 
liim ! 

I made the acqaintanco of M. Baudin in Syria tho 
preceding year, and I had arranged with him my jour- 
ney to Damascus. As ho was informed of my departure 
and my impending arrival, I dispatched an Arab to him 
this morning, to inform him of tho liour at which 1 
should reach the neiglibourhood of tho town, and to beg 
him to send mo a guide to direct my steps and procced- 
iiigs. 

By nine in the morning, wo were on tho side of a 
mountain strewed witli the country-houses and gardeii.s 
of the Ihnnasceiies. A picturesque bridge crosses a tor- 
rent at its foot. We perceive siiveral tile.s of camels, 
bearing stones for fresh constriictioiuj : every thing gives 
token oi the approach to a great capital. An lioiir 
later, wc observe, on the summit of an (‘ininenee, a 
STiiall isolated mosque, the resilience of a solitary Maho- 
metan ; a tountairi llow's near tho niosi^ne, and lirass 
cups, chained to the masonry of the fountain, afford the 
traveller a means of satisfying his thirst. We lialt for 
a moment at thi.s .sjiot, imder tho slinrh* of a sycamore ; 
the roads ari' already thronged with fravellt.Ts, pea- 
sants, and Arab soldiers. We resume our horses ; jiiul 
after mounting a fmv himdrods of paces, wo enter a 
leep deHlo, enclosed on tho left liy a samlstone inonii- 
ain, ri.siiig pi^rpt^julicularly above onr heads, and on 
he right by a ledge, of rock from thirty to forty feet 
ligli ; the d^'seent is ra]>id, and tlie loos(? stones .sli)) 
imdor the horses’ feet. I was ])roeeeding at tlie head 
f tlie earavan, a few yard.s lichiml the ..Arabs of Zeb 
laui; they .suddenly stopped, and ntlei'ed crie.s of joy, 
kvhil.st ])ointing to an npeniag in tlio .side of tin* di«iile, 
eatne up, and my eyes fell, tlirongli tlic break in (In: 
“oek, on tlie nn>st magnifieent and .sniqu'ising JainFeape 
.hat ever stunned the human mind. 

1 1 w'as Damascus anil its boninlles.s deseid, Svcne hnn 
Ireils of paces below my feet. My eyes iir.st rmbraceil 
lie city, surrounded ]»y its ramparts of yeiiovv and 
)lack marltie. Hanked by it.s inmiinerable squari' towers, 

,fc regular di.stanees, crowned by its clii^elled battle- 
iients, comrnuiuleJ by its forest of minarets in all forms, 
,nd iiuoiveideil by tbe seven bratndu’s (vf its river, and 
inmberless rivub'is from it, streteliing, out of vii*w, 
ito a- labyrinth ef ilowt'r gardens, pushing its vast, 
narter.s liere and there into tin* enormous plain, <.*vev> 
liere .shaded and covered by the ibri'st, iim leagtKM 
onnd, of apricots, sycamores, and tri'es of all sh.’ipes 
nd varietie.s of foliagf*, si.'emliig, from time to lime, to 
e lost under the canopies of tin; tre«.‘S, and then reap- 
earing, farther on, in w ido rinsters of lionses, subui'b.--. 
nd villages — a labyrinth of gardens, orchards, palaeis, 
reams, in which the vision was bewildered, and could 
lit q^nit one enchantment to bf* spell-bound by another 
M..- .stood .still, all crowilerl at the narrow ojjening in 
lo rock, p ced liko .a window, and surveyed, snine- 
lees with e-xeiamations, sometimes in perfect .silence, 

10 magic sjiectach’, winch expanded thus suddenly and 
nintermptedly bell e ns, at the termination of a rout'- 
irried through so many rocks and barren solitndcs, 
i .at th«? marg-in of another desert, which lifts its 
bounds only at J-lag»hut and Hassorali, and requires 
forty d:p .s to j»ass over.* At length we moved on ; the 
parapet *' roeks, which intercepted the view of the plain 
and tile city, iu.seiiHibly dirniniBlied, and shortly left lui 

* [From thin very spoti wbidi is called Ivobat-cl-Nasar, or 
Arc)» of Victorv, ;i loc.'il tnidition asserts, that the crlebrated 
Mati'ie;*'. tlic founder of tho Moslem en?ed, Hurveyed tho city 
me- pi.'UJi of D}ima.sfUK, .and, struck with wonder at the spec- 
taeje. • laimf d, “ Tliore is hut one parailisc intended for m.au. 
.uid :!j . nm detCTmined not to h.avo mine in this world, I will 
iMf eiih » is city.” There is no diaiht that Drunitscus is ono of 
tiUj'.s uioht ravishiii;:; liK'uIitle.s, and se.arccly needed Mahomet s 
-'mthority to »;o ranked .'vs a tcrrc.strial paradise. Ihit thivt arch- 
i«nj*o*itor jidcr huhcM Dama-sou... for it w.a« not taken by his 
w.vriik.: di.'-'cijdes nntt ■ two yir^ftrs after his dc:ith, under Abubeker, 
hi-j sni.ci‘S;'or ie 'ojy xmiut therefore bo considered a.s an in- 
vention ot Ih*: fanaties of this city, which, bavinff been for ages 
vencraU'd it« tho holiest neat of tho creed, required additions 
s;.netilicjUion by tho presence of tho prophet hlmaelfd 
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in full enjoyment of the whole prospect. Wo* were not ling heing prolonged, and becoming more and more 
more than five hundred yards from the walls of the vociferous, and the crowd beginning to close in upon 
suburbs. us, I put spurs to my horso, and darted to the head of 

Studded around these walls arc channing kioshs and the caravan. It. was the guard of the hjgyptian troops, 
country-liouses, of purely oriental form and arehitee- who, having remarkcMl two fowling-pieces which my 
ture, glitt(?ring, like a golden girdle, round Damascus. Arab domestics bad only j>artially eonct'aled under the 
U’hc R(iuaro towers, which Hank tiu? walls and project shoets of my horses, refused to permit u.s to enter; au 
b<.'yond their outline, are pierced with openings sculp- order of Sclierif-Bey, present governor of Damascus, 
tun'd in arabesque, with tliin eoliiiniis like twisted ])roliibitcd the introduction of arms into the city, in 
n'cd.s, and Hurmonnted by battlements rounded in the wliich an insurrection, and the inaasaerc of the Kgyp- 
shape of turbans. The walls are cased with ycdlow ami tians, were snbje<*ts of nightly appreliensioii. Fortu- 
l)lack stone or marble, a!teriiate<l in eh'gant taste. The nattdy, I had in my breast a recent letter from Ibi*abim 
tops of the cypresses, and of other high trees which J\a(dm. i drew it forth, and handed it to the officer 
rise iq) from tlio gardens and tin* interior of the city, wdio commanded the guard, lie read it, carried it to 
slioot above the walls ami towers^ and crown tlnunwith his fot'chead and lips, and allowed ns to proceed, "with 
a sonihni verdure. 'Fljo c()untlc.ss cupolas of the many exenses and conqjlinients. We delil(?d into a 
mosJiiie.s and i>alac«‘S, in a town of 400, OOh souls, mnl- number of dirty and narrow alleys, of confusing irre- 
tiply l)y reflection the rays of tin? s(}tting sun, and the gnlarity. kittle lew houses, whoso mud walls seemed 
blue, and sparkling waters of the seven channels glitter ready to criimhh*, upon us, lined these streets. We 
and disapi <'ar hy turns, as tlu'y wind in the streets and spi<‘d at tlio windows, tlinmgh tlu^ blinds, the ravisliing 
gardens, 'fhe horizon, heliiml the town, was hoiindless feature's of young Aiancniau girls, who, attracted by 
as the st'a,aml was nn'iigh'd nndistinguishalely with the the claltcM’ ol our long iil<' of luu’si s, looked at us pass- 
ti('ry sky, whicli Ih * healed I’clli clion from the sands of ing, and a<ldressi*d to ns words of salutation and amity. 
the"(les(*i*t was still ‘(Ideiiiiig. On tin.' right, the broad \V(; stopped at length at a small low and narrow gate, 
and lofty hills of .Anti- ke]*anou retired, one behind tin in a lane where one could scarcely pass, and descended 
otiun*, like ]»rodigious shadowy wavt.'s, sometimes pro- I Ironi liorsohack. We. WM.-nt tliroiigli a dark elliptic 
jectiiig lik(‘ promontories into the plain, someLiim>s I corridor, and found ourselves, as if iiy euehantincnt, in 
ojieuing lik(i <looj) giiljs, in whit'll llie jilaiii wa.s (’ntoiiihed, j a court, j)a\ed Avitli luai'lile, overslia<lowcd by syca- 
wiih its forests mul largi' villages, some of w hich con- mores, cooled by two Moor l.sh hnintains, ami surrounded 
tain near :;(),0tK) inhaliitants. The li ran dies of the I by inarltlc portieots and saloons richly adorned ; w'cwero 
river, ami two largt' la.ke.s, wei'<' ri splemlant in the gl n A!. Ilaiidin's residi'iice. His Itous.e is like the abodes 

of the unlvi'i'sal vewluve, in nnIucIj Damascus is," as it of all the. (’hristiuns in Damascus, a hovel on the out- 

w<>j'(', swallowed up. our h fl, the plain was mneh side, ami a delightful place wifliiii. The tyranny of the 

W'ldi.'r ; ami it was oiilv at a, di.staiiee oj‘ twelve or hlieen fanatical populace tdrci s the.se imfortmiate people to 
leagues that we nu t. again llte inonniain-peaks, white hid*.* tlu>ir wealth and comfort nml(.T the appearances 
witli snow, which were linlliantly j'eiiecl<'d in tlio Iduo of misery and want. Diir baggage w'a.s unloaded at the 
*if llie lieavons, like clouds niioii the ocean. d.'lie city ;ate. the c«turt was tilled with our elotiu's, tents, ami 
\a «'nt,ir* ly sairnuimletl i*y t.vejiaials of fruit tns's, in | sathlles, and onr hor.scs were comlucted to the khan in 
wliieli flu \ines spring np. as at. Naples, and rim the ba/aar. 

gariamis anuing the tig, api'icot, pear, and elierrvtri Al. Bandiii gave each of us a handsome room, ftir- 

heiioaih tlie tret s the loamy, fertile, ami wt ll-irrigated | nished in tir »rit*ntal maniit'r, ami wt^ rt po.sed on liis 

laiui is earju tod uiili lia y, -Alieaf., mai/.e, and all tin* j divan.s, and at his lio.spitahle tahl**, alWr the fatigues of 

vt'gt'tahli' plants indij.'viuu s to the soil. Small wliit ’ m> long a j<»mau.y. A man, known and esteemed, met 
boost's peep, here' and th(') ihrongii ilje foliag*' of the in tin* mid.st of an nnknownand alien race, isaeountry 
groves, being the vesifli'inM's of ;i;rir<!eiu*rs, or places of »d‘ hims» lf, at K'ast so we Jolt when residing with j\l. 
j'e. reatum to llic faniilie^ of ilu' pro]‘rietoi‘s. 'rhr<.ingh Daudiii, 'fhe charming hours that glided away in con- 
llu' orchai ils are ecalt**!' 1 Ik r>i .siu'ep, camel.s, doves, vi'rsalion about hurope and Asia at ('Vening-tliie, to tho 
.'iiiil ail that enlivens naf re's fain .si sci'r('s. 'i hey are glimnu'riug of liis lam]>, and the bubbling of the water 
g( nerally two or tim e a l’cs In c.\t«'nt, ami are divided in his court, reinaiii in my memory and my lieai’t as 
ii’om (.-aeli otlu r l>s clay walls, (hi<'d ii th«'snn, orbv one oi the s ci'lesL solaces in iny ti'avels. 

]>vettv ijtdM kset lu dge^, A innltinule of muitrag<'om’. M. Bamim is one of those rare, individuals W'liom 
mads, following streams of ruminig water, meamh r nature has made tit for all l]jing.s ; a clear and rapid 
atnoii' sl llie.se ganlens, ]»ass iVom one snhnri» to the intellect, a sound and linn heart, and imietatigable ac- 
other, ■ lead to a gate of ilu* city ; llu y run for twenty tivity, are his cndowmenis. Fairope or A.suq Paris or 
or thirty leagues around Dai ' lhiiiia‘<cns, earth or sea, lu* can aecoinmodato Inraself 

W\‘ proeoodotl for .'^onu silom ;-, amid this to every changi', and lind happiness and contentraent 

hcwihlerlng ma/i' <4 orcliavds, iineasN at not st the cvers when', hc'caiise Isis miiul is iM'signcd, like that of 
guide come whom wa; expected. .U, length we came to an .Arab, to tile givat law, wliich lovms the ground- 
:i stand .still, will'll be ap]iea] i;<l. He ‘ i jn or Arnie- work of Phri.stij^iiiy and Islamism— submission to the 
Ilian, ill clad, and wearing a black tiirlmu, a.-^ the Chris- will of Hud : and ahu because he has within him Unit 
tians ill Damascus are all compelled to do. He eanie ingi’iiuitv and activity ot mind, which is the second soul 
up to the caravan with fraiikiu ss, ;i few' words \ of a Kuropeaii. His langnuge, countenance, and maii- 

gave a sign, and instead of entering flu ciiy hy the | m'rs, assume all tlie jdia.ses that chance requires. When 
Mihurh ami gate which were before ns, we * followed j with ns, talking about I'ranee and our restless politics, 
him along the walls, <»f w iiieh v. e almost. n..id«' the cir- one would take Iiim hm a man arriv<al the day before 
ouit, through this lahyrintli I'd' grove.s and kiosks, and from Paris, and returning ti) it on tho morrow; when 
entered by an almost ileserh'd gate near to the Arnie- in the evening, seated on his divan, between a mer- 
niun <iiiarter. ;M. naudin’s bouse, in wliieli Ave bad chant of llassorah and :i Turkish pilgrini front Bagdad, 
bei'i) kindly provided w'ith a lodging, was in this qiiarit 1*. I .smoking a pipe or liookah, idly passing through Ins 
At the outer gate of tho eity, not a wnni w'as aiidressi'd } ‘Ingers the amber beads of an oricntiil eliaplet, a tnr- 
to us ; and after passing tliVongh it, we ke]d for *;orn l>;',n on Ihs foreliead, Turkish shoes on his feet, uttering 
time by the side of high w.alls with grated w indows, tin* ! a w'e -d in tin* half liour on the valiu' of eolVee or fuijs, 
other side of the stri'et heing occupied by a caiii.l of j ivn would assuredly take him for a sla\ e-merchant, or 
running w’ater, which was used lor turning several a pilgrim returning from Mecca. There is no wan 
Juills. At the end of this street we Ibinid onr jirogress eomplete but he who lias travelh'd much, and who baa 
arresh'd, and 1 heard a dispute between my Arab.s and \:iri«'d many, many times the order of his cj'gitationa 
the .soldiers wlio guarded a s<.'eond interior gate, for all ami existence. The coniined and changeless ideas 
the quarters have a separate and dist iimt gate. I was which a piau contracts in a regular life, and in tho 
unxioii.s to rcanaii) unknown, and to let our caravan monotony of his own country, are moulds for diniinii- 
Diss for Olio of merclnuita from Syria ; but the wrung' tivo casts; iniud, philosopliy, religion, character, all 
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tjualities ai*© more exaUetl, move jiir.t, more cli.stliift, 
with him who has survi yod luituro and society iiiulor 
several aspects. Tlion* is an ojitical locus for the nni- 
t-erial and iiit(;lloctua] world. To travel in search of 
wisdom was a f^reat suyiii}' of the ancients, whicli we 
never comprehended. Tliey travelled not in a mere 
search after unknown dojpnas ami pliilosophic lessons, 
but to sec and conij)are all thini^s. For mysc'lf, J 
am constantly astonished at tlu? narrow and contracted 
medium in wliieh >ve rei^ard things, institutions, and 
races ; and if iny mind inis been enlai-ged, my grasp 
of obsi'rvatioii expand(‘d, and I have learnt to exer- 
cise toleration in all things, 1 owe it entirely to my 
having so frequently changed iny scenes and })oints of 
vieiv. To study the past in history, mankind in p(T- 
sonal travel, ami fiod in nature, is tin? great seluiol. 
We study every thing in onr miserable books, ami 
conij)are all tilings with our own petty loeal ideas. And 
who has produced our ideas and our books ^ — Men as 
p(?tty as ourselves. Let us open the book of books ; 
lot us live, behold, travel ! The world is a book, a leaf 
of which we turn at every step, and he who has 
perused but one of tlu*m, what can he know { 


DAMASCUS. 

April 2 . — Attired in the most corrqdote Arab costume, 
I have traversed this morning the principal quarters 
of Damascus, aceonipaniiMl only by M, IJaiidin, for fear 
that a more mimcrous party of strange faces might 
draw attention to us. We, lirst of ail, went through the 
gloomy, dirty, ami tortuous strei ts of the Arimmian 
quarter. Om* rniglit imagine it one of the most wndehed 
villages of our provinces. The houses an* built of mud, 
piercfcd towards tin? streo t ’>y a \ery few small grat«'d 
windows, with jv^l j'ainte shutters. They an? low 
ihvellings, and tin? tlat-ar(*]n‘(| doors resemble those of 
stables. A filthy dunghill and a pool of stinking water 
are almost invariably before the doors. U'e <Mitered, 
nevertheless, into soim? of tlies(! hahifations belonging 
to the principal Armenian merelnuus, ami 1 was asto- 
nishi'd at their int(?nial richness and oleganct‘. After 
jjassing tin? door- way, and along a dark corridoi*, we j 
(ronie to a court, adorned witli superb spouting fonii- j 
tains of marble, ami canophsl by sycamor<?s or I'ersian 
willows. The pavement of the court is of large flags of 
jxilishod stoiK' or marble, ami 1 hi* walls are festooned 
Avith vines, 'fhese walls are eased with whin? and black 
marble, and five or six doors, sculptured in arabesque, 
aud witii marble facings, lead to tin? same huiuIkt of 
rooms or saloons, wliich contain the male ami female 
members of tin* family. These apartments an? Uivgi* 


found seated on bis divan, with an inkstand, having a 
long liandle, placed on tin? floor at bis side, and a sliet?t 
of jiaper laid on his knee or left hand, writing or cal- 
culating tlie Avhole day, for commerce is the only occu- 
pation and passion of the inhabitants of Damascus. 

W'hercver we wont to return the visits that had been 
made its the jirovions evening, the master of the liouso 
received us with jioliteness and cordiality, called for 
pipes, coffee, and sherbet, to be handed to ns, and con- 
ducted us into the saloon occupied by the woimm. How- 
ever high the idea T entertaini'd of the beauty of tlio 
Syrian Avonien, or the conception left in my initul by 
that of tlic J Ionian ami Atlicnian femah?s, llu? sight of 
the Ariiienisin women and young girls of Damascus 
ontstrippi'd tht?mall. Almost everywliere aac met faces 
that the J^^iiropean pencil lias never drawn, eyes to 
wliieh tin* serem? }>lay rif tlu? soul imparts a line of 
sombre azure, ami casts rays of softened moisture, siicli 
as I liaA'e never S(?eM glitter in eyes befon* ; features of 
such delicacy and purity, tliat tlu? most skilful ami jier- 
suasive band could give? no imitation ; ami a skin so 
transparent, ami at the saini? tiim? so sufiiised Avith 
liA’ely tints, that the softest hues of the ros(‘-bml could 
not shadow forth its suhdiu'd freshm sv. 'I'lie teeth, the 
smile, the luilnral sweetness of I'xpression ami movc?- 
inent, the clear, melodions, and silvery tom* of the 
— all is harmonious iu thesi* heautiliil creatur<?s. 'fhey 
coiiA'cvscd with elegance ami a modi’st. iVM-rve, but 
without embarrassment, and as if accustomed to tlu* 
admiration Ibey insjnre. 'I’liey a])pear to preservt* iln'ir 
beauty for a long tinu* in tliis conservativi* i*limat(*, ami in 
an indoor I'xistenec* of quiet l(?isnre, wlu'n* 1 lu? factitious 
passions of soei<'ly consuim? lu'iiher mind nor )»ody. In 
almost all the lion,s<‘s into which I was admit t('<l, I foimd 
the mother as liaudsmnc as tlu? daug'uters, aitiiougli the 
latter seemed fifteen (»r sixteen years old ; they (‘jiti'i* 
tile marriage slate at twi.lvc? or tliirteeu. Tiu* <*osl.iMm* 
of tlu*s(.? Indies is the most eli'gaiit and imjiosiiig that 
we have y<'t admired in tb'* liast. 'I'lie head imeoveri.d, 
ami till* luxuriant liair bound iu tres.s(‘s, iiiterwovi'ii 
with flowers, ]*assing in several folds upon the brow, 
and falling in long jilaits on ImjIIi sides of tin? bai*e neck 
and slionlders ; ]nf‘ces of gold and strings of pearls 
Hcatfered in b^sloons upon the hair, and on llu i?i'owii 
a small cup of carv<‘d gold ; the breast almost naked ; 
a short vest, witli wide and op<?M sleeves, of silkoii stuff, 
worked ill gold or silver ; a pair of wide whiti* jiaiitalooiis, 
falling ill fohls to tlu* ankli,*; the nak«‘d fo(H fitted in a 
slipper of yellow imn’occo ; a long silk robe of hrilliant 
colour, dese( luling from tlu? should(?rs, o]k‘U in front, 
ami cluspid round the Avaist by a sasli Avh()S(? ends fell 
to tlu* ground. 

I could not di'aAv my (yes from these fas(?inating 


and an?hc(l, ami are bored ly a great iminber of small ' fcmalc?s ; our visits and (?onv(?rsations wi?i*(? always e»)n- 
Avindows, liigli up in the walls, to h?t the exi(*rnal air i si<lera])ly ['rohmired, and 1 found ihem as amiable as 
have five play. Alnuj.st all of them have tw(» levels; beautiful. 'I’he eiistonis of Knrope, tlu* di*i*sses and 
the first ami lowest for tlu? attendants and slavvs, llu? j habits of feiuales in tlu? Wi?st, formed file geiu'val ;uil)- 


s(?cond, raised a lew st(*p.s, and divided from the first 
by a balustrade of marble or cedar-wood lieautiAiIly 
carved. Ingi neral, one or two spoihing fountains of 
Avater murmur in tlu* middle or the corners of tiio room. 
The basins of the fountains are set Asoth vases of floW(*r.s, 
and taiiu? swallows or dov(?s conie of their oavii accord 
to sip ami perch on their margins. I’lie Avails, to a 
certain height , art? niarhle, and higher up arc stuccoed 
ami painted in a great vari(?ty of coloiiry^ and fiavfuently 
with gilded mouldings, profu.si?ly decrated. Tlu? fur- 
niture coii.sisViol nuigihticciit Persian or Ikigdad carpets, 
whicli entirely co\’er tlu* mtirhle or cedar floor, and of 


I ject of discour.s(‘. Tluy ajqa*nred in nowise to envy 
• the exist(?iiee of our ladi(‘s ; and when we coMvi>rse with 
j these charming ei-eatures, when wi? liml in their lan- 
[ guag<* and inamu'rs that graecfnJiiess, and pf'iTect art- 
I )esMU'.s.s, t.hai bejii.*volene(‘, s(?renity, and peace of mind 
ami Jiearl, Avliich are so faithfully ])reserv(*d in tlu? 
family ilie, w(? know' not wliat tliey havi? to t*nvy in onr 
Avomcn of {!u? Avorld, avIio know (!very thing except 
Avbat produces Jiapj)im*ss in tlie doim?stic circle of a 
family, and wlio wasti* in a few years, amid tlu? tiimiil- 
I t’lary movt*nu?iit of onr Hocu?(,ieH, th(?ir mind, their 
beauty, ?‘n(l tluiir health, 'i'liese lxast(?rn females oc*(?a- 


miinerous .silk cushions and inattrass s, sj?ivrd in the j sioe illy visit amongst themselvi s, and they arc not 
middle of the s doon, for tlu? uu*mbei;-) of the family to j enurdy dcl>an*(?d from the society of men; but this 
sit or lean against. A. divan, covered Avitli cosily stulfs j iiitonv. ir.se is liinit(?d to a fvw young relations or 
and much fim?r carpi tiugs guu s romul llu* end and | fri(?ndH of the family, out of Avliom a hridi'groom is at 
sides of tlu room, i’lu* wumen and children an? gene- ' -n early ago chosen for th(*rn, Avitii refcreiuie to llu ii’ 
rally seated cross-leggf'd, (u .-M'.'teliJ'd :it length upon j owm inelinnlioiis as-i av(? 11 a.s to family projects. This 
till? divan, occupied !? he d?tL i-cnt j bridegroom, Avhen ailiariced, mi.xe.s from time to time 

hold. Thu^critdles ol the smiii-er cliildrcii are on tlu? j like a .von in the doniestie recreations, 
floor carpets ami ( iishiim* 'I'lu* r »aster 1 met, om* i.f im? principal Arnionians in Damascus 

of the housa im always om? of thes(?saloun;-. for himself ! on ono of ilic.st? visits, a v(?ry distinguished and vvell- 
alone, in which ho receives strangers. He u usually | informed man. ibrahini had placed liim At the head 



TBATELS IN THE EAST. 125 


of hIs nation in tlio municipal conncil^ which at that 
time jnrovorned tho city. Tlii« man, although lie had 
never been out of Damascus, had very just and logical 
ideas on the political state of Muropt', and more espe- 
cially of hVance, on the gc'iieral movement of tln^ liinnan 
mind at this epoch, on tlie impending changes in rnod(‘ru 
governments, and on the ])roi)able futurity of civilisa- 
lion. I iKivi'r conversed with any one in Kuropcj wlmse 
vi( 0 vs on tlie.se subjects w(‘re more precise and intelli- 
gent, which is tho more (extraordinary, as he was ac- 
<|iiainte«l only witli f.atiii and (Ireek, and liad never 
heeii a)»l(' to ivad those* western works or journal.s, 
where sneli rjuestion.s are brouglit to tlm level of tho.so 
who eelio without understanding tluMii. Neither had 
Ik* enjoyed any o|)j)ortimIt.y of (*onv(*rsing with tlic 
t'lilightened nu*ii of onr climes. Dajnascu.s is a region 
without iK'lations with l']iirop(.\ lie had aecoTnpli.slu.'d 
the vvlioh* hy nieaiis of geographical maps, and some 
striking lii.storhral and political facts, wliierli had pem*- 
tratod thus far, and whicli his natural and roHective 
genius liad iiiterpnded wdth a surprising sagacity. I 
was delighted witli tliis individual, and remained part 
of tli(.‘ morning in eonv(*rsatioii with him. J <*ngaged 
him to come in the evening, and everyday, lie per- 
e(‘ives, like inysi H*, what JVovidence .s»'eins intending 
lor the I'.ast and for the West, hy the inevitable eon- 
jimctioM of tliest! two divisions of tlie globe, giving to 
« aeb .s]»aee, movement, energy, and enligliteiimeiit. 

'rhis gentleman lias a daughter fourteen years old, 
wlio Is tlu* most divitu* erealure we liiive ev«‘r belH‘ld ; 
Ik'i* motlu'r, still young, is ;i!so (piiti* ehnrming. lie 
piv.sc 'nt('d to me bis son, a lioy of tw<'lvo, whose educa- 
tion gives him eonsidi'rablo oeeiipatioii. “ N on should 
send him into Kurope,'’ said I to liini, “and h't liim 
l'.a\(‘ an ediicalioti .Mieli as yon regret for yourself. I 
will watch ov( r it.” “ Alas!" In* replietl, 1 am eon- 
slant ly tliinkiiig n]»oii it, and it has long engaged my 
tlmughrs ; but if tlu* .ilate of the Ikast does not change, 
what sei-vlce sliall I li.ivi^ reiulered my son by I’aising 
liini, iVoiM liis knowledge, ab(»ve liisage, and 11 m* couiiM'V 
wliej-e li<‘ must livei W hat will he do at I kiina.'^cns 
wlien In* comes hack with I'.uropeaii science, manners, 
:ind taste for liherty ' When a man must bo a slave, 
it is bi tter never t o liavi* known atiy .state but slav(.>ry.'^ 
After these ilillert ut visits, u<* ipiitted the Armenian 
(tnarter, separated from anotlu r (juarter by a gale, 
wliieh is olo.sed oyery evening. 1 entered a lim; wide 
street, fornu'd l.ty the ]).ilaee.s of the chief agas of 
Dam.'iseus, who are the imhility of tin* laiul. The 
fi’tinls of these jj.alaees tewaj’ds tiie street are like hnig 
prison or liospital walls, mere grey mud walls; few or 
no windows, wliilst at intervals is a great gate 0 [)eniiig 
on a eonri, where numbers of grooms, servants, :in«l 
lilack .'■laves, ar<^ lying under the ])oreli. [ visited two 
of these agas, friends of M. Ilaudiii. Tlu* interior (»f 
the palaci* is ;idinirable ; a vast court, ornamented with 
super!) spouting fountains, and planted with tr'/e.s, whieJi 
overshadow it; saloons mon; hcautil'nl and riclily deco- 
rated lliaii even <liose of the Armenians. Sev'eral of 
thes(! saloons liad eo.sl lt)(),0(U) |)ia.stivs'" in liie orna- 
ments; Kuropi' has nothing more magnili'A.'nt ; < very 
thing is in the Arabian style; some these palaces 
have eiglit or ten saloons of this description. The agas 
()l Damascus arc in general the dt'seendani.s or sums 
o( jiaelia.s, who have em|>loyed, in the decoration of 
tlu'ir dwellings, tho trea.snros amassed by their fore- 
iathers ; it i.s tlio nepotism of Ihnm under another 
form. 'J’hore arc several of tlmm, and they fill tlie 
prinei]»al i»osts iji tluj government under tlio paehas 
sent by tlui (Irand Sultan, 'fliey have vast territorial 
possessions in tlie villages wbieh surround Damascus. 
Their lu.xui’y consists in palaces, gardens, lioi’.ses, juid 
^vom^*n ; on a signal from the pacha tluur heads fall, 
and these fortunes ;uid prized possessions jiass to some 
H(*.vv favourit(! of fortuiu*. Such a government iiatu- 
I'ally conduces to (‘iijoyim'ut and resigii.atloii ; volup- 
tnousness and fatalism aivj tho two inevitable rcaulta of 
w’ieiital despotism. 

« [I pvvaida of i.‘UX)0 steiUng.] 


TIic two Bgas whose houses I visited, roe(*ivcd mo 
with most reiined politeness. The brutal fanaticism of 
the lower clas.ses in Damascus does not reach their 
height. They know that J was a Dur(>p(*ari traveller, 
and they believed me an ambassador on ti secret rnis- 
sioii, to obtaiji intelligencii.* for tiie kings of Kuropti 
touching the quarrel (d‘ the Turks w ith Ibrahim Pacha. 

I testifictl to one of tlicin my desire to see his choicest 
hoixses, and to purchase some if ho would dispose of 
any. lie immediately ordered his son and equerry to 
conduct me to bis immense stable, when; In* ri^an^d 
thirty or forty of tin* mo.st b(;autifiil animals of the 
Desert of Palmyra, Nothijig so admirable liad ever 
appt'ared to my eyes. They were in general horses 
of great height, of dark grey nr roan (Kiloiir, with manes 
like black siik, eyes, stretched apart to tin; sidi^.s of the 
lie.ad, of a deep chestnut colour, and of a vigorous and 
clean make, 'flieir shoulders were broad and Hat, and 
their chests like tlu* swan’s. 

As soon as tlie.si* liorsi.s saw' mo (;ntcr, and heard a 
strange language sp()ki;n, they turned their heads to- 
wards nu', shuddered, lu'ighed, and intimated their 
surpri.si* a^nl alarm by oblniue and furtive glances, and 
by a folding of their no.'^lrils, wliich imparted to tlndr 
tine lii;ad.s a most intelligent and extraordinary expres- 
sion. 1 liuve already had oe(;a.sieu to remark how' much 
more [»roni])t and developed is tlie instinct of animals 
in Syria, than in Piirojio. An as.senibly of believers, 
.surjiri.sed in the mosqm; by a f hristian, could not have, 
mori* vividly ponrtrayi'd, in atiitmb* or eouutenanee, 
j their indignatieii and terror, than did tlu'se liorses on 
! seeing a, stixingc; lace, and bearing an unknown language. 

I I caressed soiiu* of tliem, and examined all. I bad tliem 
I takmi out into the ytird, Imt 1, knewuot on which to lix 
j my choici*, aImo>t all of them being e(pially perfect. 
At lengtli I decided on :i young vvhite stalli<.)n, tliree 
y<‘av.H old, vvliieli seemed to me the pearl of all the liorses 
of the ib.'sei’t. 'J'lie price was debated })(*tvv(;(;n .M. Hainlin 
and the aga, and struck at <>0110 ]>iastres (about .t70), 
wliieli I }>aid to the aga. 'J’lie liorsi* had only ivcently 
been brouglil. from Palmyra, and tin* Arab who liad 
! sold him to flic aga bad reei'iv'cd oOOl) pia.strcs, and a 
I magnificent mantle of silk and gold. The animal, like; 
all tile Arab horses, bore his genealogyat his neck sns- 
pend»‘d in a hair jmrsi*, and si'Vi'ral auuilet.s to preserve 
him from the (.;vil (\ye. 

We now vvi'iit ova r tin.; Damascus bazaars. The great 
bazaar is about half a b.'aguo long. The bazaars are 
long streets coven'<l in with high wood-work, and lined 
j with shojv , -.tails, magazines, and cafe's. The .shops arc 
narrow, an- i go only a. short way back ; the luercliant is 
seated in front w'itli bis legs doubled np below him, and 
the pipe ill bis mouth or the hookah at bis side. Tho 
, magaziiK's are stored with merehandi.*ie of all sorts, 
j .Hid particularly with Indian iiiamifactnro.s, which are 
i lirought in great ]»rornsioM to Damascus by the cara- 
j vans from Bagdad. I iair-dre.s.siT.s invite tin; passengers 
I to i nter and bavi* tlu*ir In .ids .shaved, and their stalls 
' are ;dvvays Idled wiili eu.'-toiin'rs. .V crowd, as great ;u> 

I that 111 the gallerfes of the Pa la is- Royal, hut intinitely 
j more pictures(|uc in a}ipeatTiuce, moves about the 
bazaars tlu* wliolt; day. 'I’here are agas, dad in Imig 
j pdisse.s of crimson silk turned nj) with marten-fur, with 
sabrcsaiid poignards, enriched with ju'cciousslones, stuck 
in the girdle. 'l’lu*y are followed hy Hve (»r six atten- 
I dants, .servants or slaves, who march in silence behind 
i them, and carrv their pipes and hookahs. They go and 
sit j»art of the day on tlio outer divans ol^ the cotfcc- 
houses, built on the banks of the stream.^ that flow 
through th city. Then', under the shade of beautiful 
plane-trees, tlu'y smoke and chat with their frieiid.*^, 
j tliLs ht'iiig tin; only ])lace of iiitercoiirse, oxecjit the 
j mosque, used hy the l)ainasceiics. Hero are arranged, 
j almost ill sih'iiee, the frequent seditions which deluge 
the city with blood. The fermentation giies mutely uii 
; for a long time, and tlu'ii boils over at an unexpected 
mom'-'iit. The people lly to arms under tho auspices of 
particular jiarty headed by one of tho agas, and 
ihe government passes for a period into the hands of 
tile conqueror. The vanquished arc put to death, or tlee 
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into tho deserts of Balbck or Palmyra, ^vllerc the inde- 
pendent tribes give tluni refuge. 

The officers ami soldiers of tho Paelia of Egypt, 
dressed almost like Kuropeans, drag tlu ir sahn's on the 
pavement of the biizarir. Wo met seveivil of tJiem, who 
accosted us ami sjioko in Italian. Tliey are on their 
guard at Datnaseus ; the people eye them with horror ; 
each night may witness tho rising. Seherif-llcy, om> of 
the most able men in the army of Mahomet Ali, com- 
mands them, and at present, governs tho city, lie has 
formed a camp of 10,000 men outside the walls on the 
banks of the river, ami keeps a garrison in the castle. 
H(? liimsolf oceupi(?s tlie seraglio. Intt'lligeiice of tho 
least elu*ek in Syria to Ibrahim, would bo the prelude 
to a general iusurn?ction ami a merciless strife at Da- 
mascus. TJie .'10,000 Armenian Christians who live in 
the city arc kept in the grt?atost alarm, for they would 
all be massacred if tlie Turks gained the supremacy. 
Tile Mahoramediins are exasperated at the <*;piality 
which Ibrahim l*acha has established between them 
.and the Christians. Some of the latter ahti'^e tlie tole- 
ration they enjoy, ami insult their enomirs by an ojx-n 
violation of their usages, wliicli embiiters theij* fanati- 
cism. M. Baudiii is prejiarod at tlie llrst signal to .seek 
refuge at Zarkh?. 

The Arabs of tho Croat Desert, and of Palmyra. are 
in crowds in tlie city, and throng the bazaars. Tlnw 
have no garment but a large robo of white wool, wliich 
they foM round them after tin' fa.shion of ancimit sta- 
tues. Their complexion i.s tawny, their beard blaek, 
their eye.s ferocious. They stand in groups before the 
shops of the tobacco-dealers, and before those of saddh rs 
and armourers. Their horse.s, ready saddled and liridN-d, 
are tethered in the streets and o})en sipian s. d'ln'y 
hold in contempt the Kgyplians and Turks, but in case 
of a iTsiiig they would lake part ai^iinst IbraliiiiTs 
troops. That eoinmuiuler lias hi'mi able to drive iln in 
but a day’s journey from Dania.scns; lie inaivlied in 
person against tliein with arfilboy on his roult' to (his 
city, TJiey arc now liis foes, 1 will sjieak mon* at 
length of tlie.se unknown po[iulati(»iis of the ( rent 
Desert and tho Enplirates. 

Each species of commerce and industiw has its sepa- 
rate quarter in the bazaars, d’lnvre ai\* the ;irji]oui t rs, 
whose niagaziiies arc far from tlisplayiiig the magnili- 
eent and renowned weapons which Dainaseiis forimn ly 
supplied to tlie Levant trade. That manufaeture of 
surpassing sabre.s, if it ever existed at D.uiuocus, has 
fallen into complete oblivion : their blades are now' of 
very ordinary temper, and in the iirmourer?»* shojisare 
exhibited old weapons almost valuek*ss. 1 .sought in 
vain for a swonl and dagger of tlie ancient t( inper. .^iicli 
sahres now come from Kliorasr^aii, a jirovince (4 I'erNin, 
undcvmi there tln-y are nianufaetured no iom/er. d'lu re 
remains a certain number, w'liich are transferred from 
liMiid to band a.s precious relics, ami are cronsidered of 
iiiestimal>h' value. Tlie blade of tliat wbieh wa.s ]»re- 
sentisl to me as a gift, co.st llie paelia .ObOi) oiasiri's 
(L'GO). Tin; Turk-^ and Arabs, who vanlv (licso blade.s 
as more precious than diamonds, warn Id give all tiny 
jio.ssess for such a weapon ; their ey<-s .sparkle with 
ciitliusiasra and veneration when tlu'y b'diold mine, and 
they carry it to llieir bn-elieads as if tliey adored .so 
fiui.slied an instriimeut of deatli. 

Tho jew( Hers di’-[)iay no art or taste in tlie arrange- 
ment ol their precious st<nies or in ' rls, but they pos.sess 
immense skicks ol them. ,\11 vt-aiili in the Ea.st i*' 
movealde, lit to be l>urie(l in tlie, « anh, o.. - irrietl ou 
tho person. H here is a great ne eber f these j- 'vel- 
lers; they -nike little show, keepi.jg ti.eir whole .sioek 
in small caskets, V.iiicli they open w hen a ie.vel i,-:a.skra 
for. 

The oaddlers nr(3 the most muneroiis and ingeni-.''. > 
workmen of tlie bazaars, T’ney far snipass tlie Euro- 
peans in the tast;., ele'p'iUf, and riebm-ss ..f llic lu.xu- 
rioiifls caparisons whicii tin y fashion for ih- Imrscs of 

Arab chiefs, or agas. The .siddh ^ are cf)' ^ivd wiili 
i^Sl^Otaud silk, worked witJi gold ami pcarl.s. 'J'ho iv .1 
torocco colic’s, passing round tlie neck like a frin. 

, w Idtcwlsc ornamented with silver or gi.id butto 


and clusters of pearls. Tho bridles, infinitely more 
graceful than our.s, arc also of various-coloured mo- 
rocco, ami studdi’d witli clnnip.s of silk and gold. All 
ihesu tilings, in comparison witli Europe, are at very 
modej’aU? prices. 1 bought two of the most superb of 
these bridles for 1*20 piastres (about £2). 

The provisiou-.stores present the most order, elegance, 
ncatrics.s, and attraction for the eye. The front of Iho 
shops is supplied wdtli a uiultitude of liasket.s, filled with 
vegetal>I<\s, tlried fruits, and leguminous berrie.s, whose 
name 1 know not, but whicli iiavc an adniiraljlc shape 
and glo.ssy colour, and glitter like small pebbles above 
the water. Cakes of bread, of all thiekne.sscs and quali- 
ties, are spread on tlie shop-hoards. There is a niiin- 
liei'less variety of them, for tlie different hour.s and 
meals of tho day, ahvays kept hot, and of exqui.sito ila- 
vour. Kow'liero have I witnessiMl sucli perfection in 
the preparing of bread as in Damascus ; and it costs 
scarcely anything. There are eating-hoiisi's also for 
tlie merchants and promeiiaders of tlic liazaar to dine 
in. TJiere jire no tallies or covers in them, hut small 
pieces of mutton stuck on skeAvers as large as a w'alnut, 
and roasted in tlieoveii, are .sold, which the ^mrclia.strr 
places on one of tin; cakes or miiHins J li.'ive sjiokoii of, 
and cats them off liis hand. The numerons fomilains 
in the bazaar abundantly sii]>]jly the liquid which alone 
the Arabs drink. A man may plentifnliy sustain him- 
self ill Damascus for two jiia.strc.s or about foiir- 
pmici' a-(lay. '1 In? inliahitants de not .spi'iid tlie half of 
that sum. An iigreealilo house may lx* liad for i’oi) oi- 
]»iaslr(*s a-y<‘:a* ( C'2 or L'H). \\ iih an income of 

.‘Hill or luO francs (I'lH or t’l7), a ]H.-rsoii would be 
perfectly at his ^'a^e lu re, as inderd t liiMUgboiit Syria. 

In going X'onnd lln' bazaar, 1 came tii llie (li\'ision of 
box and trunk makers, lleic is tlie ebiof industry dis- 
t>!ayeil, (or t!io wliole fnrnitiiri' of an .Ar.nb family eoii- 
sist.s 111 (me or tw-i elie.sts io lioid llii' elolln's and je\v<-i.s. 
'fho mai<»i‘i!y ol‘ tin.se ininies are of cf'dar-wood, jiainlcd 
red, wirfi tirnanu nis d- 'signed in giMed nails. Some 
arc admirably carved in relief, and co\ er« d with very 
elegant arabesques. 1 bongbi ilin e of tliem, w hich 1 
forward'd by the caravan of 'I’.iral: iirlou*-. 'I'ln.* pm*- 
fume of tile cedar-w ood scents the whole liuzaar; and 
the atniosphere, cliargeil wiiU a tlionsand dilferent 
odoiiis, (.xbaling from tlie shops (d’ workers in wood, 
from the stores of .spices and drugs, feom tin' boxes of 
amber or odoriferons gums, Irom tin' eonlecf ioners, 
.and from the japes incessa.irly smoking in tlie bazAar, 
rtmiinded me of the si'iisation I biund tho lirst time 1 
walked through I’lorence, wliere* the fraim .? of cyjiress- 
woi)d till tin* streets with a soinewliat similar fragrance. 

Sclierif-lley, goNci’iua* of Syria for *\lahom( t-Ali, 
(jiiiued i)ama,'.cus to-day. fS'ews of tlie victory of 
Konia, gaiiieil by liiraliim ov« r iln tlrand Viziv r, ar- 
rived in ib(' niglit. Sclierif-Iley takes advanlagc; of the 
imjire.s.si ... of terror Avhiirh j.aralyses the I )ama.scene.'<, 
to go to .Alejqio. lit.! jeav< s tlie goveriimeiit of fin,- city to 
un Egyj.iian geii< ral, assi.'ti d by a mnnieijial coimcil, 
fornu.-d of li e )>j*iiicij;al iiiercliatils of tin' dilh rent 
nations. .A, e;un}i of (i'.KMI Jigypiians and .'HUHi Arabs 
n'lnaiiis at llu’ gates of tin- city, 'llie apjiearama' which 
this camj' [;)-e.sent.s i.s extremely |)ielnj'»'S(|ne ; b'lits, of 
all si. I pcs ai}:l colour.s, arc |iitclied under liie shade ot 
Nie laigi. j'ruit trees on the banks of tiie j-iver. The 
lior.se.s,geneTally of great beauty, are lied, in long row.s, 
to cord.s ^.tretclied troin one end of the camp to the 
otlier. 'I'lio iimli.^Mjilined .Vrab.s are in all the straug'’ 
i vai ieta-.s of tlieir raia.'s, w i ajioii''’, and costumes ; some 
' M O like unto kings or jiatriarclis, others to rold)er.s of 
: ih.- desert. The fires of the biAouac throw iiji a bhie 
, ;-.!!< i.e, Aviiiidi the breezo wafts over the river or tlie 
i gar e IS of Damascus. 

I 1 wi(o jireseni at the dcqiarturc of ,Schcrif-13oy. AH 
1 the principal agas of DaiuasciiH, and tlie offict.TH of the 
I rcgi;n(;nl.s Avhich ..still remain, Avere collected at the 
j s(.*jMg!io. Til iminenso courts, whicli eiivelopo th^ 

I eiumblii.j.^ ■♦.ads uf the eastloaiid sijraglio, were filled with 

I slav(;.s, holding by the hand t he linest horses in the city, 
supcj'bly caparisoned. Schorif-Bcy Avas taking brcaklast 
ia the interior aoartments. I diiL not outer, but 
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jYiamed, with mma Egyptian and Italian officers, in the 
raved court. Fi’oni tliero, Ave saw tlie crowd outside, 
tho agas arriving in groups, anti black slaves passing 
^vitU largo j>ew ter dishes, on their heads, liolding the 
different i>ilaus of tho repast. Tlic horses of Scherif- 
13ey were in tho court — by far tho most beautiful aii'- 
jnala that I had seen, even at Damascus. They wtn'e 
'J'lircoinaiiSjof a race infinitely larger and stronger than 
the Arabians ; they resemble tin* great Norman horses, 
with finer and rnon; sinewy limbs, a smalltM* head, and 
the large, eagtir, proiul, and miltl eye of tlie liastern 
steed. They were all of a brown hay, and with long, 
flowing manes ; tho true Homeric cliargi'rs. At inid- 
tlay, Sclurrif went forth, accompanied by a prodigious 
cavalcade for two leagues from the eity. 

Jn tho midst of the bazaars stands tho fmest Idian 
in tlie Hast, the khan of Hassad-l^ieha. It is an im- 
mense einuda, whose hold s])ringing arch recalls iliat 
of .St XV'ter at Rome: it is in like manner borne on 
granite pillars. Rcliind tho j)illai\s are magazines and 
staircases, leading to (he higher flats, on which arc the 
merehants’ rooms. Every merchant of consideration 
jiires one of these rooms, and keeps in it lies costly 
merchandise and his bool:s. (liiarilsare placed, <lay 
and night, to watch ovt'r the sah ty of tlie klian ; large 
.'••tahles ai\' oil one side, for tlie horses of travt Hers and 
caravans; lounlaiiis of spouting water keep it always 
co('l : it is, in a w’ord, a sort td' exeliang*.' for tlu' trade 
of J.)amaseus, Tlie gate of this khan, opening on the 
ha/aar, is a ])ieee ef Moori.^h arclilreetnre, tlie richest 
ill di'tail, and most imj)i;sin,g in etfeet, tiiat can he s'. en 
in the world, '.riie Arabian areliilei uire is there loiind 
complete; yet the khaii has only been erected forty 
vear.s. A p<M..p!o whose an'iiiteels are eapahle of d,('- 
signiiig, and tin? worknu'ii of executing, such a monu- 
naait as tin.; khan of 1 Ias-::i(l -I’acha, are not d( ad to iln- 
arts, 'fiiesi! Imildiiigs are generally er* eted by j'jeli 
pachas, who leav(' them to theii’ family, or tlie eiiy 
which they wished ('* Ix'iielit. They ])ro;hn-e Jajge 
re venues. 

A little farther, I saw from a gate of tine bazaar tlie 
great court or ehureliyavd of toe pvincijia! inostjiie in 
Jknnascus. It was formerly a ehuvcli eon'-eeraled to 
.Saint .loliii <»f I )amaseu.s, 'riii?- lemjih' ajipears of tlu' 

< ra of tlie 1 loly Sejailehre at .h'rusaleiii: Jieuvy, va.st, 
and of that Ryz.antine st>!e wliicdi iinitati.'S the tJix'ek 
whilst degrading if, and semns as il luiiit with laaiiaiiis 
of otlua* hiiildiiigs, d'iie great doors of fh<? mos<jue wi'ri! 
closed with [londerons euixain:-', and I could u«*t see the 
inside. A (’hristiaii incurs the peril of di-atli if he pro- 
laiie a ni«is(jue liy eiitermg it. \Vc ta.rrii'd hut a mo- 
ment in tli(' court, ])reteiiilliig to drink at the fountain. 

The caravan from Ragdad arrived to-day. Jt was 
cornjiosed of I'.hOt) camels, .It lias encamped at tlie gates 
of tlie city. I houglit some imel ages of Mocha culfec , 
whiel) cannot he j»rocured elsewjuuv, and ,some iinliaii 
aliawls. 

The caravan to ' .Mecca has licoii .siisponded by tin t 
war. Tho Pacha of Damascus is charged with tin' 'liity 
of conducting it. The VVahabites have sf’.eral bines 
disperscil it. Mahomet- Ali has driven them ha»dv to 
Medina. The last caravan, attacked wi h cholera at 
Mecca., o.xhausted with fatigue, and in want of water, 
was almost entirely destroyed. Forty lliou'-'ind pilgrims 
ptu-ished in the desert. Tlu^ <lust of the desert, which 
leads to Mecca, is the dust of men. It is hoped that 
the caravan will start this year under the auspices of 
Mahomet- All, hut, bedbre many yixirs, the progress of 
tho Wahahites will put a tinal extinguisher on the jiious 
pilgriimige, Tho.se people are tho first great armed 
reformers of Islamisin. A sago in tho vieinage of 
Mecca, named Aboiil-Wahah, undertook the project of 
restoring the Moslem faith to tho purity of its priini- 
five dogmas, and of extirpating, first by w'urds, then 
by the arms of those Arabs whom lio bad converted, 
tie popular superstitions, which, through cn dnlity or 
iiuposturo, pervert all religions. His design was to 
constitute tho religion of tho East a practical and 
National deism. To accomplish this, litthi was required, 
*or Maliomet never gave himself unt iis a Uod, but as a 


man full of the Spirit of God, and his doctrine embraced 
only the unity of ( »od, ami cliavity towards men. Ahoul- ' 
Wahab liiinHolf did not allege ho was a prophet, hut a 
man enlightened by reason alone. This time reason 
fanalicised the Arabs, in the same maimer as fiilse- 
liood and superstition hud done. They armed them- 
selves in his name, conquered >.lecca and Medina, and 
dcspoiltsl the objects of adoration which had been sub- 
stituted for the simple veneration due to the prophet. 
Thus 100,000 ariued missionaries threatened to change 
the face of the East. Mahoinet-Ali has opposed a 
momentary han'i(;r to their inviisions ; hut Wahabism 
subsists and spreads in all the three Arabias, and, on 
the first opportunity, these purifiers of Islaniism will 
penetiate to Jerusalmn, to Damascus, and oven into 
Thus human sysU nis ]ic;rish by the very arms 
which propagated tlumi. Nothing is impenetrable to 
the progressive light of reason, that gradual and inces- 
sant rt;velutiou to Immanity. Afahomet issued from the 
same di.*scrts as the Wahahites, to overthrow idols and 
estahlisli thewmrsliip without sat* rilices of the only and 
iinniatcrial God. Ahoiil-Waliah comes in his turn, and, 
(tnishiiig poimlar credulities, restores Mahomtdaiiism 
to [uirti r(?asoii. lOacli age lifts :i corner of tin* veil 
wliich conceals tlie grand imagi^ of the God of Gods, 
and ])erceives him, through all tlie p<‘nshah1ci symhoks 
aloiK', tt(‘riial, evident in nature., and , speaking his 
oracles in tin; conscience. 

JJutuascK.'s^ A j)r!l o — Passt'd tlie day in the city and 
tin* l»az.tars. Recoih.!Clions of .'^aiiit Paul are fainilhir 
1.0 tin* Chrifitians <.»f Damascus. ^J'liey sliow tile ruins of 
tin* honst^ wlnnico h(3 e.scajird in tlie night suspeiidod in 
a basket. Damascus was one of fiio tirst regions in 
which li(i soweil tin* w<./d desrined to change the world, 
'j'hi.s w'ord hurt* rapid fruii. 'I'ln* Ixast is the land of 
envds, p»rfidigi( s, and a!,*!* sup('rstitionH. The great 
idea which has worked in tin,; imaginations of all eras 
there, is that: of religion. The whole ji(:o])le, their 
mami(*rs and laws, an; iVxiinh.'d t)n religion. The West 
has never hecii .similarly iulluencc'd. W'hy ? A less 
noble race, tin* offspring of harhariaiis, who still feel 
their origin. Things are not in tlieir place in Kurojie. 
Tin* chief of human liU'as is .suliurdiiiate to all otlievs. 
Fonntrics of gokl and iron, husth* .and uproar, 'riio 
East, the eounlry of profound int'dilarion, intuition, and 
adoration ! Rut tin* V/est marchc.s with giant strides ; 
mid when n ligioji and reason, w'hich the mitldle .ages 
.severt'd in ilarknes.s, shall he united in truth, enlighton- 
mont, :iinl ■ m', the n-ligious spirit, tho divine inflation, 
will again !•> conn* tlu; .‘•.oul of the world, and will bring 
forth its prodigies ef virtue, civili.siition, and genius. 
May ii he so ! 

Jpri^ -l.—'riicre ari' HO.OOO Chri.stians at 
' .^vioascUH, and 4d.0h0 at Eagdad. The Christians of 
D.'iniascus are Ariin iiiaiis or Greeks. A few* Catholic 
l»rie.'-t.s tend those of their coiiimuiiion. Tin- inhabitants 
of l);imascns tolerato Catkolic monks. Th(*v arc used 
t-> their dress, and look upon them as orientals. I have 
oft«'u seen two I’h^ ocli Lazarist priests, who inhaliil a 
small convent buried in the miserable (piartor of tho 
Armenians. One of them, tjio Father Poussons, coiiu*.s 
to pa.s.s th.o e\(*nings witli las. Ho is an escelh'iit, pious, 
wcll-iiifoniu'<l, ami amiable man. Ho conducted me to 
his coiivi*iit, wlion* lie insiruets tlu; eliildrcii of poor 
Christian Aral>s. Tlu; love of dt)ing good is the sole 
motive which detains him in this iiuman desert, where 
ho is in perpetual apprehonsi«ni for his sal^ly. He is 
nevirthrless gay, serene, and content, lie necives, 
from tiim; u. time, by tlu; Syrian caravans, iiitelligeiico 
and remittances from his superiors in I'ranei*, aiid like- 
I wise some Catholic iiow>pa))ers. Ho has lent them to 
I me, and nothing sei'ins more strange th:in to read this 
saintly or political rubbish, issuing from the (pr.irt»'r of 
Saiiit-Sulpici*, on the borders of the desert t*f llagdad, 
bohiml Eebaiion and Anti-Lebanon, near Dalhck, in 
ilu' ci*ntre of an immeu.se hive (d’ other men, filled with 
te:.iily difi’erent ideas, ami where the edatter that wo 
make, and the names of our groat men for the year, 
never penetrat e. Vanity of vanitie.s, except to serve 
God, tiud mankind for God ! Never w this truth more 
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vivid than when travelling, and witnessing how potty 
is tlie movement wliich a sea arrests — the noise that a 
mountain intercepts— tlic renown tliat a strange lan- 
guage cannot even j)n)iioiince ? Our immortality is 
elsewhere tlian in tin; false and contracted famo of our 
names licro Ix'low. 

We hav(' dined to-day in the company of a voiKTable 
Damascus (‘hristian, upwards of ninety years old, and 
enjoying all his faculties, physit;al and moral. An 
excellent and admirable old man, bearing in his fea- 
tures tliat serene expression of benevolence and virtue, 
wliich the consciousness of a pure and pious life, draw- 
ing to its close, always imparts, lit; loads us with ser- 
vices of all kinds, lie is jiorpetually on the move for 
us as if he w<;re a young man. Tlie Father Foussons, 
his companion, two merchants of Bagdad, and a great 
Fersian lord, going to Mecca, composed the agreeable 
society of th(? evening, on the divans of M. Baudin, in 
the midst of tobacco vapours, 'which obscured and 
scented the air. With the a<ssistanc(‘ of M. Baudin and 
JM. Mazoyt^r, my dragoman, we conversed with sufti- 
cieiit facility. The most perfect cordiality and unalfect- 
ediiess reigned in this soiree of nu'ii from the four 
extremities of the world. The manners of India and 
of Fersia, the recent events in Bagdad, and the revolt 
of the pacha against the l?orte, were the subjects of our 
discourse. The inhabitant of llagda,d had bc^ui obliged 
to fly tbrougli the forty days’ desert, on his drome- 
daries, witii Ins treasures, and two young Franks. He 
w£ts impatient for advices from bis Ijrother, whose 
death he painfully apprehended. A letter was brt)ught 
to him from his brother whilst ho was talking witli ns. 
He was safe, and troining with tlie r(‘ar-guar<l of tln^ 
caravan, which was still '‘xpiMged Ho .shed tears of 
joy. We also we])t, both t»n his aecoiint and on aecoimt 
of sad reminisc(’nees which aros(j as to our own misfor- 
tunes. These tears, sln.-d in unison hy eyes whieli it 
was so unlikely slionid have met on the hearth of a 
coininoM friend, in tJie middle of ;i city where wo all 
were but wayfarers, these tears joiiu‘d oiir hearts ! — 
and we loved as fri<*nds those men whose; very names 
liave found no resting-pla(.‘(‘ in our nx'iiiories ! 

A'pril 0 . — A terrihlo storm during tlie night. Tin; 
high room, with many paiieless w'iiidows, in wliieli 
w'c slept, rocked like a vessel in a squall. The rain 
penetrated, in a few seconds, the mud roof which 
covers the terrace of the room, and flooded the floor. 
Fortunately our mattrasses were on hoards, raised 
upon boxes, and our blankets wore thick ; but in the 
morning our clothes were lloaling in the e]iamlM;r. 
♦Similar storms are frc;(pient at l)aiiiase!e , an<l often 
sw'cep away the houses, wlioso foundations .ire certainly 
not on a rock. Tin; climate is cold and damp during 
the winter months. Heavy snow-storms fall- from llie 
niountains. TJiis last winter, half of the haziuir.% foil 
ill from the weiglit of the snows, ainl the roads were 
blocked up for two months. The heat of .summer, tin y 
say, is iiisup])ortable. Hitlierto w’c liavc had no .symp- 
tom of its herceness. We light, alinRwt every evening, 
pans of tin , called mnnifales in Damasiru.s. 

[ have bonglita se(!ond Arab stallion from a Bedouin, 
whom 1 encount(;rcd at the gate (jf the city. 1 causi d 
the Arab to be followed, so as t.> enter on the n(;gotia- 
lioii in a suitable and naturai manner. The animal, 
altlioiigli less in In.iglit than the om I bought froiu the 
aga, is strongtT, and of a rarer <‘olonv, tin; peach-flower. 
He is of aVaci; wdiose appellation sigiiifie-; chief of the 
hoof. I got him for P)i )0 piastre^. 1 jy junnMl him for 
a trial, do is not so gentle a, tin; ouier Aicbian 
hor.ses. His chi racter i.s vici<»us and ini. rac* able, be^ 
he 8 eem.s indefatigable J will have Tarhnor led (it i.s 
the A ■ab name of I’almyra, wliicli J have given to the 
aga’s horse) by one (d‘ m\ sjus on foot. 1 will rale 
tScham on the ; inn ' , ^'clinin is the Arab name of 
Dainascn.«. 

A ^djlief of a trilie, on the route u, Ikflmyra, has 
ar^dve^hoi^oil the summons «>f M. linudin. lie under- 
tSikeH me to Palmyra, and Ijring me safe and 

0 Q|Und but on the condition that I arn alone, and 


son as a hostage at Danmscu.s until my return. Wo 
enter into consultation. 1 liad a violent desire to see 
the ruins of Tadmor ; but as tliey are les.s astonishing 
than those of Balbek, as it will reipiire at least ten days 
to go and return, and as my wife cannot accompany 
mo, and as, moreover, the time for ri'joiiiing our 
vessel, whicii was to wait for us on the coast, has now 
come, 1 renounce witli regret tliis incursion into tlio 
desert, and we make our preparations to depart on the 
morrow'. 

April (). — Departed from Damascus at eight in the 
morning ; traversed the town, and tlie ba/.aiirs blocked 
w’ith people ; heard some murmurs and injurious apos- 
trophes; they take us for a ri'iuforcenient of Ibraliim’s. 
J.ssued from the town by anotlier gate than that by 
which we arrived; skirted tlie ileliglitful gardens by a. 
road oil tlie margin of a stri;am, canopied by superb 
trees ; scah*d the mountain wlieneo wi; had enjoyed so 
divine a prospect of Damascus ; halteil to contemplate 
it once, again, and to impress the i;verlasting t)ietiire. 
1 under.«itand that the Arab tradition.s fix tin; site of 
the lo.st paradi.se at Damascus, and assun.'dly no place 
on the i‘arth more i)erfectly recalls Kdiai. Tin; vast 
and fruitful plain, tin* seven I)ranche.sof the blue river 
wliich irrigate it, the majestic frame of the moimtains, 
the dazzling lakes which reflect the heaviuis on tlie 
earth, the geographical ])osition l)etw'c(;ii two seas, the 
delicious climate — all iinlicato, at lea.st, that Damascus 
lia.s been one of the fir.st, towns built l)y tin; children of 
men, one of the natural lialts for w^andering hninaiiity in 
primitive times ; it is oneof tlu»so cities (h serlhod by (In* 
finger of Hod on the earth, j>rodestiin*d for a enpifal, 
like Hon.stantinople. 'fliey are tin; only two cities whieli 
ha Vi* not liei'ii tlirown arbitrarily on l)n‘ maj) of an 
t'nipire, blit invineilily pointe<l out by the configuration 
of the iocalitir.s. As long as tin* t'artli .shall eonfaiii 
eni[)ires, D.'imaseiis will be a gri‘at city, and Stambuul 
the capit.'il of tin* world. “ 

At tin; edge of the ih'sort, at tin' month of the |)ljiiiis of 
(’':elo-.Syria, and tin* v.-illcysof Halilej*, of Idumea, and of 
tile roasts of the Sea of Syria, Damascus was in'cded as;i 
charming r('Hting-]>laci‘ for tin' ca ra\ ;ms to linlia. Com 
nn'rcelias attracleil indu.stry ; l.>amascus is like Lyons, a 
va.st manufaetory ; the population reaches, according to 
some, 400, OtM) — ;iecording tootluTs, only -00, ffOO .souls. 

I know not w liich is correct, and it is impos.siblclokiihw ; 
we can only conjecture, as in the Last no exact census 

;v«.*r taken, and tin; eye is thus tin' only jodge. I'roni 
the crowds that inmidalo the streets ;md bazaars, from 
tin; multitinle of armed nn'ii who dart from tlie hon » 
oil till.' signal of a revolution or insurrection, from tin; 
extent of ground covered by tin; city, I am inclined to 
beli«;ve that tin; niimher within the walls may ri-^o t') 
from .'iOn.OOO to 41)0,1)0(1 souls. Ihit if the city be imt 
arbitrir limited, if to the number of inhaliitants he 
added all ihose wlio ])eopIe the immense suburbs and 
villages wliich art; confonndeil to the vi.siou with tli'' 
Iiouses and gan! insof this jirodigious agglomeration ol 
mortals, J l)e*liev»; that tlie di.s(i‘iet of Jhimiiscus niaiu- 
tains a miiiion of souls. I. cast on it a l.i.st reg.ard, witli 
inward prayers for M. Fainlin, and the excellent nicii 
wh«> hail guarded and Inguiled onr sojourn, and a 
stcj of our liorsi's lost us for ever its tn'cs and im- 
nari;ta. 

Tim yVrah who was by tlie side of my horse pointed 
out to me, at the horizon, a large lake glittering at tin- 
hiuse of the mountains, and related to me a tale, wliii'h 
1 jiartially understood, and whieli my dragoman fully 
int';rprcted. 

4’iicre was a herd who w'atchcd tlio slie-camcls of a 
village on tJic hanks of tliis lake, in a de.sert and im”*' 
ha.ated part of this high mountain. One day whilst 
watering hi.s floe’:, ho perceived that the water of the 

* [What M. tit; hamartino i.ieans by dohcribing Constantino|ilo 
.'It tin; t-rnatnl o* tao world, in all time jiast and coming, ciinno 
Iw fxae • ,)1 hiiico tin* city attracted the iictieo <> 

Coinstiuitinc the (treat, it has ahvays been u rnctropoli-‘<» 
Kt-norally tho mclrojxdi.s of weak and vicltius ernpire.s. Prcvitar 
to his rtign, it was never a city of iinporUnco; its future dcstiPy 
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Like was escaping by a subtci’ranean passage, and be 
closed it up with a large stone, but at the sanio time lot 
fjill bis cro»)k. Some time after, a river grew dry in one 
of the provinees of Persia. The sultan, seeing liis coun- 
try menaced by famine, in consequence of the deliciency 
of water for tlie irrigations, consulted the sages of bis 
empire; and on their counsel be disjiatebed ambassa- 
dors into the neighbouring kingdoms, to ascertain for 
wkat reason the source of liis river liad been diverted 
or drained. 'I’liesi^ envoys bore tlie crook of the herd, 
i\liich the river had carried with it. The lierd was at 
Jlaijiascns when these anihassa<Iors appc'ared tluTe ; he 
iv'cognised his crook whieh liad fallen into the laki*, and 
iinmediately eomprehende(l that bis lake was the source 
of the river, and that tlie prosperity and life of a wliolo 
jw'()])le wi're in bis bands. “ Wliat will the sultan do 
for Jiini who restores him his river T’ lie asked of tlie 
envoys, “lie will give him,” answered they, “his 
(laughter and half Ills dominions.” ‘ (j tlu he 
rejoined, “and before yon get back, the lost river will 
water Persia, and gladden the lieart of tlie sultan.” 
The lu'rd returned to tlie mountains, reinovi'd the great 
stone, and the watiTs, resuming their course Ihroiigli 
the siihterraiK'Oiis cbannel, rt^hlliMl tlie hod of the rivi'r. 
The siilLan simt a. Iresli embassy with liis daughter to 
the foj-tiinate caiuel-licrd, and gave liiiii tlie half of his 
kingdom. 

T h'jse marvellous traditions ai’e preserviMl with ini- 
bcit faith hy the Arabs; none of them doubt the 
valily, because the imagination never doubts. 

Apri/ 7. — hneamped yi'sterday evening on tin* i»ro\v 
of Ji Iiigli mountain, tiller liight hour.s’ intiridi tliroiigb 
a billy, bare, sterile, and eliilly country. Wc were 
followed by ;i caravan less numerous llniiioiirs, belong- 
ing to the ctidi of I )ain;iseus, N\ bo is s< nt e\er\ vea.r 
troiu (.'eustantiiiople, and NNiis now returning to embark 
.'d, AleNandretta. liis wivi^s tmd cbiUlren trtivelh^d in a 
double pannier .slimg iijtou tin' back (d‘ ji camel, one wife 
and some little children being in ctich divi.-iuii, tlie‘ 
ulioli.' carcrnlly veiled. The eadi marched at sonn^ 
distance heliind his women, accompanied l»y .slaves, on 
Jiurseback. 'I’liis caravan went pJisL ns, and prucei'ded 
to ('iicam]i farther on. 

A rough da\‘s work of tini Innirs, tlirongh ]»inching 
cold, and coiiii)letely deserted \allevs. t.hir conr.S(* for 
an hour was in the bed <1 a torrent, where large stones 
rolled from tin* moumains, iiiiernipf ing oiir lior.ses at j 
every step. I niotmled 1113' l»eautifiil bor.-e 'i’adinorfor i 
an hour or t svo, to rest Schain. jNol w ithstanding twi. 
da_\s' latigne, this splendid animal bounds liki‘ a ga/.e!h 
over the rocky itathway of the desert, lie passes in an : 
instant the swiltest horses of the caravan, lie is mild | 
and sagacious as tln^ swan, has mg also its whit ene.-s 1 
and arched eliest. I inteinl to cai rv liini to Piiropin j 
togellu'i* with Scliain and Saule. As .soon as 1 get od , 
liiiii, he breaks loose, and earners oiT to rejoin tin* Arab. { 
Mansoiirs, w ho takes care of and leads liim ; he puts 
his luad oil tlu? man's shoulders like, an alfeclTouaU' 
dog; there is complete lirollierhood bi'twfeii tlu* Arab 
and the horse, as between us and the dog. Mc.nsours 
and halier, my two principal Arab sa’is, w hom I eng:>g»*d 
at JJeirout, and who liave been in my service ne. riy a 
year, are the most faithful and (piiet of men ; .si _ , 
indeliitigabh', intelligent, attached 10 their master, and j 
liorso.s, and always ready to combat with ns if any o. eil 
tbretitens. Wlnit may not an able chief cljecl 'vith 
such a race of men ? If 1 bad the fourth ]»art of the 
Wealth of ci‘rtain hanlu'rs in T’aris or London, I would 
regenertite the face of Syria in ten yt^ars. All the ele- 
ments of improvement are there ; a liaml only is wanted 
to concentrate tlieni, an interval to lay a foundation, a 
mind to leatl opinion. 

Slept ill a sort of isolati.'d lio.stIery, standing (.*0 an 
f'levated ])laiii, amid sev(.‘re (?oId. W'e found a lit tie 
wood to light a lire in the low room, wlu^re w o stretched 
our carjicts. Our Damascus ])rovisionsw*erc exhausted ; 
We got a litt le of tlic barley meal intended for tlie horsi*s 
^nead(*fl, and ato the sour and bltick cakes pruduct d 
from it. 

We departed at daybreak, marched twelve hours 


through a sterile and nnpcojjled country, and amved at 
a small village, whore wo found a shelter, soiiuj fowls, 
and rice. We have b(?on drenched with rain tlu; whohi 
day. We are not more tlian eight hours* march from 
the valley of Dkaa, which wo. will come upon at il.s 
eastern extremity, being iiuicli lower than Ifalbck. 

April 7 At tliree in the afternoon we came in sight 

of tlie (Ic.sert of llkaa. TTie caravan halts and be.si- 
tat(?.s. Tin? plain, from tin? point we have reachoil, as 
far as the foot of Lebanon, which stands out like a wall 
.on the other side, reseinbl«?s an iniinensi? Jake, out of 
which rise up l)l,'ick(?inul islets, the branches of trees 
with tlieir trunks under wat(?r, and hea[)s of ruins on 
a hill three? icagiu's from us. 1 low' shall we venture? 
without guieles, tru.sting to chance', into this iiumdate'd 
jelaiu? It is, however, quite* n(!e?cssary, as tln;*ri? is a 
risk of not hciiig able to pass it to-morruw', for tin* rain 
continues, and ten’reiits of wate r ])our from all sides 
into the dt’se*rt. We ma rch for two hours on tlie highest 
parts of the plain, wliicli bring us near tlui hill, wheireon 
the gre?at ruiii.s e)f a temple ajipear. Wi? leave? on euir 
left bainl tln*st' unknown re'iiiaiiis of a town, a e?oiitem- 
peo'ury of IJalbe?k, hut at pr<?sent naiiich'ss. Shaft.s ed* 
gigantic colunm.s liave rolled down the sides of the hill, 
and are inibeddeel in the mud und(*r our Icct. 'ITu* day 
wanc.s, the rain im?n*as(."«, ami wc liave no time to mount 
to the tt'iuple. 'I'liis teiujile heing j>uss._d, wo {»i.’r>cccd 
j wifli tlu? water ii]» to our horses’ knees. Uur mu 
I are* pe?rp<'lually sliding down ami tumbling into tlu 
•litelm.s wit!) <jui* baggage, and tlu* moiikres extricate* 
the.*m with gre;al laluim*. We? semi forwarel an Arab 
twe*nty yards in front ed* tin' caravan, to try the footing 
but having re'ached tin.- midelle* of the lelain, liu? jtlae.* 
where* the? P»an)e*k stre>am has hollowed out it.s he'd, 
tlu* ground fails u-, ;'.!’d w’e are* comj'e*lleel te» pa^s 
eeve.r au interval of tliirlv eu' feu’ty fe-et l»v swinmiing. 

1 .My Arabs, plunging into tlu r, ami I Idiiig up tlu? 
iioi*se*s’ iu'ae'.s, succeed in gviiing my wile oNcr, and an 
Liiglisb laely's-niaid wJu) aUeiiels iu'i*. W o nr*^e h e s 
swim over, and all attain the ojijto bank. Aight Is 
alnu.»s(. at liami ; wo ha^tfii to travel's-.? tlu? rest eif the 
valle*y, wliil.-t sullicie*!!! twiliglit re-nudiis to guide? U'. 
We* pass lU'ar eiiu* eu* two hamlets, iniiahitiel by a fe'i'o- 
(*ie»us tribe* etf Lalln'k Arabs. If tlu.y attack ns at this 
moim.'nt, we* shall be* at tlie'ir nu re*y, as all e)ur [tioci.'S 
are* unlit ho* firing. ’J'lu'V look at us fre»m the teips ed’ 
tlie*ir te-rraccs, and de sce nd not into tl amp. At 
la; t, at the* immiont that the nigl't clos' 1 upon n.;, 
tlu* plain be'gins to rise, and wo are; liai’el and «lry eui 
baiiLs wjeicli touch i.e'bauoii. Wo pi*('e?eed in tlu* 
eliroclieui e»f elistant light, which glltter.s three le?agin*.> 
fre.nii us, in a. inemntaiu-gorge --it must be? tlu? town of 
/arkltx ( Le re-eep.u? with weariness, shive ring with colei 
ami we*t to tlu* skin, wo re-acli at le'iigtli the* leiwoi* slopo.s 
of 'he* hill eui which tho town is jilae-e'el. T’iiere, 

muster-i'iill, we li»ul that eme d' emi* frie-mls, 
.\L ele* (’apmas, is missing. W o s'n>j), 11 out, and lire, 

r«*umls ; no answe r isivturneel. Wh* eli>pa.te*h two 
hors<-iue*ii to go and seek him, and proe*ee el te> Zarklee 
It lake's ii.s au lioi^r to wind up a rive r whiedi passe-.s 
tlirougli the? teovn, and tei timl out tlu? only bridge* wliicl- 
crosses freuu e.uie epiarter te) tlu* otlu*r. Our e*\liausre'el 
•rsc.s e*aii se*ai’Ci‘ly sustain tlioinseU e s 011 the? slipptu*y 
pavenu'Utof the .ste'**p bridge*, wliie*li is w ithout j>arapels. 
At last, the house* eif the (ire«‘k bishop receive 
hires of bramViles are lighted in the huts that surremml 
the? court. The' bishop leiiels us some' mats ami e^arpets. 
We* get e»urselvi‘s elried. Tlu* two Arabs sent in epiest 
eif our frieial retuj u with him. lie is Viorne alnuist 
fainting te) tlu; hearth, and re;vives. We discover at tlu; 
i.eetteMii of oui* boxes, soaked with rain, a bottle* of rum ; 
tlu; bishop procures .semie sugar, and we re'sloro e)m* 
dvir.g comrade with a few' ghisse's of punch, wliilst th ' 
.' rabs are ge*tling a ])ilau pre'pavcel for us. 'flu" peMu* 
bishe)[» hits absolutely iiothirg but shelter to offer us. 
'ITu curiosity of the weuneii ami cliilelr<'u e f Zarkk* is 
s»i insatiable, that they ere>wel iuti) tlie court every in- 
stant, aiul force open the eloors e)f t)ur reioiiis, to see* the? 
two Trank fenialey. I am obliged to place? twe> arnu?ei 
Amba at till) gate of the court to prevent cutniuce. 
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The following Gay wo roposcG at Zarkle, in order to and softness of mannevs prevailing in Aleppo, tlic Atlions 
get our clothes dried, and to lay in fresh provisions, as of Asia. Ho finds hiinsi‘lf, as it wore, an cxilo in this 
our own were spoiled l>y the wottinu; of the preceding town, whore he has no society or mental resource, ilis 
evening. Zarkle is a towri wholly Christian, foinnh'd a dej»ortnieiit lias preserved the exijuisifo refinement of 
few years ago in a gorge, on the lowest roots of Lebanon, the Aleppians ; but, in tlie extreme lieggary of his con- 
It owes its rapid and jirodigioiis growth to the perse- ditioii, Jio can ordy aflbrd us a sfjualid lodging. Wo 
cuted iainilies of the Armenian and tJ reek Christians conversed in Italian Mitli him. On onr departure, I 
of Dainasciis and Horns. It reekons about lUKtO to made him an alms of o0(l piastres (£G), for his flock or 
10,000 inhabitants, possesses a. eousidcTablo trade in for liimself — for ho secmied in a slate bord(*ring on des- 
sillc, and augments every day. L*x*oi,oe1,ed by flic J^niir titution. A few Arab and Creek books, thrown in 
liescliir, the sovereign of Lelianon, it is no longer <lis- confusion about the room, and an old box eoiitaiiiing Ids 
tiirbed by the inroads (*f tlu5 ti'ihes of llalhek and Anti- ]»olisses and episcopal habiliments, were his wholo 
L('l»anon. The iiiJiahitants, industrious, agricultural, jiossessions. 

an<I energetic, keep in a<lmirahle eultivation tin; liills [ took guides at ZarkUk to pass over Lebanon by 
which slope dow n from the. town to the j>lain, and v<‘n- iiiiknowii janite.s. 'riio ordinniy track was blocked up 
lure even to cultivate the nearest portions of the douTt. by the ]>rodigious quantity of snow that had falb'ii during 

Tlie apjn'araiice of the town is A<’ry extraordinary, the winter. W<‘ asceiuh'd, at first, l)y ratlun* gentlo 
It is a confused eolleetion of black houses, built of mud, slopes, over lulls planted w ith vines and niiilbvrri<‘s. 
without symmetry or regularity, on the steep deelivities Wo soon arrived at the region of rocks and bedh'ss 
of two hills, sepiirated by a river, 'riie gorge through torrents, of whitdi we crossed at least thirty in flm 
which the river desc(MKis, h(‘fore flowing llirongh tlie eouiV'e of six hours. Tlu'y rush down <leelivities so 
tow'll and into the plain, is a broad profound hollow' of steep, that they have no time to hollow' out a he«l ; they 
perpendicular voek.s, parted to give passage to tiu' tor- are slu t'ts of fo.am. gli»(iiig over the nake<l roek with 
rent, which falks from levd to level by tliree or four the rapidity of a bird upon the wing, 
cascades, in wide-spreading shc'cts, embraeing the whole Tin* sky was obscured w ith eloinis, w hich already 
width of the platforms, w hich rise in successive grada- intercepted the light, altiumgh the day was hut liitli; 
tioiis. The foam of the torrent comjtU tcly cove rs the advanc»ML Wo wn-e eomplotc ly envehtped iu rttlling 
rocks, and the roar of its waterfalls lills tiie streets of ebrnds of mist; and we fro(piently conM not tli^.iin- 
Zarklc with a dull and inci'ssaut murmur. Some liou.‘'e;s guisli tin' Ibreiuost ranks of 1 lv‘ caravan, shrumlod in 
of rather elegant construction, gleam, amongst tile vor- Hiose gl<*e.mv eanoju'e.*'. The mhuv likew ist' l.-egaii to 
dure of ]io]>lars and tall viiu'S. above the ea-eades. f.ill iu larg<' ilakes, e{>veriug llie road, whioh our guides 
Among.st them is tlie house of refug(' of our friend .\J. vainly I'.ought to fra<’iv. AV i' eould seai’erly hold uj» t)iir 
ilaudin, and (Inu'e is also a couvr iit of IMai'oniU* moid.s. eNhaush •! Isorses, wliose iron shoes .••lid down tin, ju’o- 
Thc river, alter passing the hou'’C.s ol the t<twn, which eipitous b dges we wore eoinpi llod to w ind along. I'lie 
are grouped and suspen s'd on its high lianks, and liang magnitieent ] rospoet of tlie \all< y of Lalhok, and t!in 
over its )»ed in the faiitast.i<’al niamnu*, goes to jH’aks of Ant i- Lobanon, w ith tin* (‘\le 1 e.i^ (■ ruins of 

W’ater the eonfiiiod lands and niead()ws into wliieli flu* the tompb - of Lkaa. gl'*aming in tin* liglit. appean d to 
careful indn.stry of the i.nliubitaiits fli.strihm.^ its waters ii^ only ;ii intervals, liofwoon the gu>fs (<1 .snow: ii, 
by miim'rous channels. A lining of high Ik rsian poplars s-emed as if we weri* s.iiliiig in llie-ky, and that the 
extends along its (murse, far out of sight, .-i ml <li reefs pedestal win nee we s.'iw iln^ rarih was no longer ])ari 
the eye, by the \erdant avenue, to the d«‘S('rt of Ikilln k, of it. Ihit tlnr n'^ninding wind ’, which had Iven :ii 
and the snowy [>eak.s of Anii-Lebanon. re.-^t in tin* jn’otbuinl and lolty gorg<'s of the nioujiiains. 

Almost all the inhabit. ant.- are Syri.iii or I hniiaseus began t<.> give out mournliil and i*avenious eclioi"-, like 
Greeks. 'I'lie house.s re.semblt.* the niis».ral.*le l.'ufs of the roaring of a high sea nl’ler tin* tenqie-q, is sjk iit ; 
Savoy or .Lroscian peasants; but in overy Imnse yon they eann- «.ml, like tluiridei‘-*>ln.>cks, sometimes m* oin 

seeasliopaiul a work-room, where saddlers, armourers, head-q sometimes in the lower parts la in atli our 1( rt, 
w'atehrnakerH even, are Jaboui'ing, with rude instiai- hurling like withered leitve-’^, laige ina.sse^ of smiw' and 
mciits, at their respective •.iccuj'ations. I’ln* |.H oj.)|{‘ v tdlew^ of ‘ tones, and e\ t ii blocks ol' roek, as if tliey had 
seemed kind .'ind im.spilabh*. Tin; appearance of been propelled fi-om the mouth of soiin* huge eannoit. 
strangers, far from ala i jr.ing or exciting them, was by Two of our hor,ses wei’C* struck, and rolh d, ■l)aggau'' 
no nu'aris disagreeable to tliem. Th<;y olfered us ail and all, into the ravine. Noin; uf ns ware hurt; in\ 
tlie little .services which onr sitnatlon rc'piired, and ap- young Arab stallions, who were led by tin* band, v.ci*.* 
peared proud of the inei'i;asiiig prospm ity of their tmvn. paraly.sed w ith terror. Tln'v s.topp<*d f Ino t, rai.stsl up 
Zai'klc .seems the preface to a. Jarge eumnn rcial town, their no.-tril.*^, .and moam d willi guttural criis, like tin; 
<1< -riin d to rival Gamaseu.s in the trade betw'oen tin rattling in tin* Immrm throat. NVd* w:ilkid <*!nM* 
Clij-isTian and Mahomiiu*daii racc.s. If tin; death of tlier, .itch and assist (*aeli I'tlier in I’asi* (d' :ieeidrii:s. 
the Lmir Jioschir doe*.s not imjtair the .singleness of ; Tiio tlarkness became every mom(*nt gioater ; and tin* 
floniinitm which rrinhirs .lieb:iin'n powerful, ZarklJ, snow', l.i*ating in our « yj .s, look away tin* little li^li* 
in twt nty yi.ai’S, will bo tin* first town in Svi i i. All tii.it n.Miiaine'l t' guidi* os', 'file blasts of wind lilli.*d iln* 
are sinking, it alone Iiicrease.s ; all «.r(’ bin led in sleep, whole ra'ine ih’-ougli which wo w'c.'ia; toiling, witli 
it alum* is o]) and working. The genius of tin- (jnr-l.s w iiirlpm a.^ of .snow*, which aros«* iu pilla rs to the •“hy, 
bears with it everywhere the jn'inciplo of activity in- und h 11 in vast, thefts, liki; the .sjiray of hngi; w.'i't .s 
bereiit in that Liinqiean race. Jhit the activity' of the breaki.’.g on the elitl's. lM>r some monn nt.s we could 
Asiatic; Greek i.s advaiitag<*oii.^ and fruitful ; tliat of not. -iw bi-eath ; our guides sto{»p(;d, ln sit;it<*<l, dubious 
tin; Greeks of the JMorea and the isle;* is a mere* ii.n- (»f tln*ir way, and fired tln*ir gim.s to give ns the direc- 
produetivo agitati-.n. The :ilr fT Asia tempe r*! t.he tic'ii ; but the liowliiig wind permitted no .souinl, and the 

Greek blood, and there they beeoiur a singularly mild I'oport of firo-arms .scareely equalled llie crack of a 
population but, elsewhere thi-y .'ire ('fh*.. )»ar)»arou.s. whip. 

The savin; eoiiser|neiu*e* ensin's with, regs .‘1 to the pliy- | Gi proportion as W'O peneti’aied into this di'C]) gorge 
sical bean y ot tin; race. J'lie ' reck w.ijicn d Asia j <.f (fje highest <*rests of la banoii, we heard with lerroi* 
arc the iimsti rp ‘ces (d tin- creation, tin p.'rponifjc'* j .trsh, continued, de'adeuiiig roar, w'liieh grew louder 
tion ot all grace and v'tlupl iiou.tn(*.ss of expression in | « very niome*nt, and formed tJie hass in this Jiorrildc 
the ey :s. Tlie (in e-k womeTi (»f the More-t have lau < co<. .<-i*t of the unbridled elements. We knew not whence 
les.s but cold lea tui’e.s, ardey s wlmse Iiarsli and son.*-ro it cann-, or its ca.i.si* ; it .'-'eemed a.s if a ]>ortion ot the 
j'lare i.snot.sulli i4;ly*-;o tf-7n-d by tin; doli<*ious languor /.lounfr.in was ioosenerl, atnl precipitated in torrents ol 
ot th© soul and sensiui i:f y ol tIk ln*ait. I'lie eyes of j-ri'*k. I’lie tbici elond.*!, obntei'atirig the sun, hi<l 
the one are a fi<*ry' coal, ihose cl tin; y\sii tics are a t.l;;ng f e u*-- Jn the midst fif our howilderincuL 
flame, wreathed in inoistem-d vaj.om-s. horses without riders, mules and caincls without bur- 

Tlie poor Greek bishop of /arkle i.s of an Aleppo la- ilens, carao rushing past us, flying to the snowy flanks 
mily, m which city he passed hia life, amid the elegance of the mountain, Shortly, Arabs, slioutiiig at the pitch 
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of tlieir voices, appeared, pursuhi" ilicm ; they adviHcd 
us to halt, pointing witli their luinda to a laiilding 
standing against a massive rock, forty or iifty yards 
ubove lis, Avliicli tin; clouds liad coin])K‘tely shrouded 
from our view. A colunm of smoke, and tlic glimnu r 
of a tire, came from this ca])iii, AvhoH(i roof of largt; 
cedar-biaiicli(is liad bemi Jialf torn away by tin* liurri- 
cane, and was lianging down the wall. J fc was the Ivlian 
of Murad-lh'v, tla; only asylum that was ojx'U to us on 
this part of Lebanon ; a yioor Arab dwc'lls in it during 
the summer, to })rovide barU'V and sliell«‘r to the cara- 
vans of Damascus, wliich gr) by this route into Syria. Wo 
descended, with ditticult.y, by s»)mc; rocky .st(‘])s, concealed 
niuler snow a foot thick; and we found lln^ sti’t-am, 
which fhnvs a hundred yards ladow the khan, and which 
we had to y)ass, in order to scalvj th(“ higlnu' ri'giou of 
tin; mountain, was sndd*'nly hecome a prodigious tor- 
rent, rolling in its walfU’s blocks of ston«! and fragments 
shivered by tin; tempi st. Overtak<.‘n on Its banks by 
the whirlwind, and half buried under tin; snow, the 
Arabs whom \m‘ bad t'ueouiiteri'd bad thrown tin; loads 
olf tlnur camels and imiles, and left them on tin; rocks, 
to save Ihemsidvr s in the klian. 

We found it lilh-d with tln.-se men and their cattle ; 
then; was no r(M)ni for us or our horse s. J lowm m;, 
undo]* I«.<; of a, mass of rocl<, iniu-h larger than tlu‘ 
house, thf* wind was less bttisterons; a)id tin* eloiids ol 
Miow, borne from tin* ti' aks of Lebanon, and pai-sing 
over onr b. ad.s to brat upon tiie vale, bf-eann- le-s o' er- 
Avlielming, and gav*^ us, at iutej'vals, a glimp.-e of the 
sk^, in wliieb the sbirs were already twinkling, 'fin* 
n iini .‘>ud<I< lilv b ll ; \ve <)isniouiited Iron, onr bor.'-o-, 
aud I'Onglit. to prepa.re a. slieitt r, not. only tbi‘ llie n:g!if. 
but for -evt'i'al daNs perbaj's, if 1 1n* torrent, w iio: e n.ar 
ui; bea i‘d, '.\ itlionfc iieiiig able to see it, eoulinue«| fo 
iuterc' j:t tin* passage. I nder the walls rd tin* dilapi- 
<late(l khaji, aud a. portion ol' tlu' eedar-hranelies which 
had shortiv before eomp*>sed its roof, was a spaee of 
about t.-n .-(piare fe< t, In aped witli .->now and soil. We 
swept awis llu'siiow, tind got to a solt elay, win re it ws.s 
impossililt' To lay our carja ts. e toro Ij'om t!ie rool 
some brain lies of frees, whieli wa; ^tl•eteiu•d ill hurdles 
oil tlu' saturated earth; and fiiese buinll'S pn.'veiitefl 
our mats fi'oiii being soalved in the water. Our iiial- 
tiMsses, earj'ets, and mantles, f. .inn’d a seeond layer; 
aud iiaving lighted a li/e iu ;i i: »uk id the rock, wi; thus 
passed tlie long .and dreary mglit of the 7tdi and uih ol 
April, Idd.'L 

At iiite/w als, tin* Iiusin t bni rieaue was again roused, 
and tin'll it seemed as If the mountain would fall upon 
it s'lf; ilie enormous rock agtiiiisi which tlu' klian was 
built shook like the trunk of a ti'ee l,«eul liv tin' blast ; and 
the I'oariiig of tin; toi'rent tilled the air with friglitfiil 
howliiigs, Ibit ;it l.ist wo sank to sleep, a’ld late in 
the nnirning wa* awol.e to tl;<: ])ril!iaiit r.tys ol a s<'rene 
sim, glitteiaiig on the snow, d'lic Aral"^, our i-omj»a 
nious, had departed; tliey had sueces'-fully attempted, 
tin; jmssage of the U)ireur. We saw Miem, at a di-lain"*, 
winding up tin* Jiills, whitlu r we had to folbiw tin i.i. | 
Wt! likewise started. We luarelied, for four hours, 
along an eh'vatt'd valley, whenee w * eonid s ‘e ne'biiig j 
but snow below and sky aluive ns. as at (be smnniit of 
Mont Blanc. The <la//.liug of ll 

silence, the dang<'r of I'very slop, in these desert" of 
fresb-drifted snow, without tin' ii aide of n yMlbway, <*ii- 
der the jiassago ovau* these soaring pillars (d‘ the eai’tli, 
the dorsal spine of a continent, a solemn and religions 
period, W’o observe, involnntavily, every point of ih.e 
Iniri/.oii and the firmament, every yilu'iiomeinin of i.a- 
turo. 1 saw one Avbiedi struck me as a beautiful image, 
and w hich I lunl never befori' observed. I uimi'diati ly 
at the summit of Jicbanon, on tlie sides of a peak bn if 
filiadc'd from the morning beams, J pi'recivcd a. inrgni- 
ficent rainbow, not springing lik(;aii aerial arch, uniting 
the lieavcns to th<; moiinlain-cn st, hut coimlicd upon 
thi‘ snow, and winding in concentric cireh’s, like a ser- 
pent of resplondant colours: it was, as it Avere, the uo.^t 
of the rainbow, caught on the most iiiaccessiblo height 
of Lebanon. In pi oportion aa the sun ro.se, and grazed 
the Hanks with his rays, the circles of tho rainbow, with 


a thousand uiicliilating tints, appeared fo move and rkso 
up; tlie ends of the luminous bows did, in fact, start 
from tho earth, inoimled towards the sky for a few 
yards, as if attempting to leap up to the sun, and then 
dissolved into Avhitened vapour and liiyuid pearls, AA'hich 
floated over us. 

Wlieii beyond tho region of snows, Ave sat doAvn to 
dry our soaked shoes in the sun. W«; began to perceive 
tlu; deejiand black A'alleys of the Maronites. Tw'o hours 
afterwards, Avo liad descended to the village of Jlarnaua, 
situated at tlu; top of the magnificent valley of that 
n;mu', and where we liad before sjeyit, in going to J3alljek. 
'I'lie scheik procured ns three fiouses in the village. 
'I’ln; evening sun Avas gleaming under the large leax'eft 
of the mulberry and tig trees ; men Avere I’eturning Avith 
their ploughs from labour; Avomeii and cliildren Avere 
loitering in tlu; alles s almiit tlie lionsi's, greeting ns with 
Jjospitabh; sinilt's; llu' tbu'ks Wc re sti'ulliug from the 
fields witli tlu'ir tinkling Ix.-lls; pigeons and fowls Avere 
crowded on tlu^ roofs of tlie ierraecs, and the bells of 
the two Maronite clniri'lu.s wen; slowly ringing through 
tlie ey]»riss bruiudies, to iiotity the y>ious reremonies 
of the morrow, wliicrh was .'^nnday. Wi; liad the a.s- 
pect, iiiovcmeiit, and c.'ihniu'ss of a l)i;aiitifnl village in 
Trance or Italy sinhienly hidbre ns, at the threshold of 
the i)r< ••ipices of Lt'l.ianoti, rh<‘ d.x'ris of Balbck, the 
iiiho'pitabie streets of Dainaseus. Novi-r w.'vs transition, 
perliaps, so rapid and delightful ; wi* determined to yiass 
the Sunday :imongsi these excellent })> ojile, and to rest 
ourselves a day af'.i r our long fatigues. 

'J'lu i ]i; .'d at Ha cheikand 

ilie village market fiirnisiied us ;ibijndaMtly with jiro- 
Aisions. d'he wdiiien came to A'isit ns llironghont the 
day. Tlu y are liilinitely plainer than the Syrian hnnales 
of (lu? sea coasts. They ari; of (he pure Alaronite race, 
all jM'sSi'ssing vigour aud lii'ahh, hut llie features too 
markeil, the ey*-;! somewl.ai dull, tiie omiiplexion too 
liighly col, .tired. 'I’lu ir (Ire-., is a pair of w hite panta- 
loons, with a long robi; < f bhn' eiotli above, oiicn in 
front, and leaving the bo- nn bate. Nccklaci.'S of iiuin- 
berlo-s piastres liaiig round the neck, on the breast, 
and over the slioiildors. Tin.' married vvonu'n conifik'to 
this cesinme by a silver lioi n, a loot, and sometimes a 
foot and a half long, vvbii'Ii tlit'V ti\ on their jilaited 
liair a little ol»lit|iu ly alKOt; tlu; lorehead. Tliis horn, 
H'ulptnivd and carved, si'rves to snspi'iul from the 
extremity of it a niiislin veil, with which they often 
cover tile face'*, tlifv nevi'r lay this liorn aside, ev'eii to 
sle< p. Tlii.s gj'eies(|iu‘ cnsroin, tlu' o)'igin of which can 
be fom.d ojii, ill (In' ab('rrat!uns of the Immaii under- 
standing, disfigurt's and renders lieavy all the move- 
menis of the head and lu'ck. 

J /n i/'J Departi'd from ITamanain a mistyinorning, 

at five o'clock. Marched two Imurs on the precipitous 
amt iiaKed slop'cs of the ridges of J^ehaiuin, vvhicli de- 
sceiul t'/wards tlie jdains of Syria. Tlu' \ alley which 
we leave on (.uiv lefi, sinks and witieiis more and inoro 
l.eiow ns. It is about tw.. li'agues wide, and one at 
bast in deptli. d lu' transparent vapours of the morn- 
ing tloat like billow* of the sea on its liori/.on, and there 
a]ij)ear abovj' tlu'in nothing but tlie lofty cones of the 
liiils, llu* lops of the cv press-triH!.s, and llio towers of 
.Maronite villagi's and monasti rics ; but in a little time 
tlu* bn'«*ze from the sea, which rises and mounts insen- 
sibly with the sini, sb'vvly scatters these vapoury wav'es, 
and robs tiu'm in white sheets to settle on tlu* peaks of 
snow, on which tliey form light gri'yish shadows. Then 
appea.rs tlu' i iitirc ' alley. Oh that tlu.; eye hud a lan- 
guag(' to jtaint with :i sing!<j word as it sees at a siuglo 
glance! 1 would I could for (;vcr }ireserY 0 in my 
memory the incoinparabU; aspect and impressions of 
liu; N'allcv of llamami! 1 stand above one of tho 
ilu'usand torrents Avhicli plough its sides with tlitdr 
lea])iiig foam, and rush amidst the masses of rock, the 
hanging meadows, the trunks of cypress-trees, tho 
hra iehes of )) 0 ])lars, the wild vines, and the Mack 
caroh-trees, into the liottom of the Aiilley, and join the 
ce : rill stream, which Hows throughout its ii iiglh. Tho 
valley is so deep, that I do not distinguish the hirttom; 
i can only hear ascend, at ijitcrvals, the roaring of its 
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waters, the rustling of the Icavea, the bleating of flocks, 
and the distant ptials of the moiiastory bells. TJio shade 
of morning is still resting on the bed of the gorge from 
which the principal torrent plunges. Here find there, 
around some knolls, I perceive the white line of foam 
it traces in the darkened gloom. On tlui same siihi of 
the valley as that on whicli we stand, 1 distinguish, at 
distances of a ipiarter of a leagut? from eacli other, 
three or four wiile plains, as if destined by nature for 
pedestals ; their flanks are perpendicular, and of a grey 
granite. These plains, half a league in circumfertniee, 
arc entirely covered with groves of cedars, firs, and 
broad-headed pines ; the morning rays wind and gle.am 
between their erect trunks. Thtdr black and motion- 
less foliage is intercepted at times by light columns of 
blue smoke, rising from the huts of the JMaroiiite hus- 
bandmen, and by the small open towers in which the 
village bells are suspended. Two large monasteries, 
with walls glittering like bronzi', risi' on two t)f tlu^se 
plains. Tlu'y resemble the fortresses of the middle 
ages. At the foot of the coiivoiits we pei*c»‘ivo some 
iVlaronite monks, elotlied in their lilaek cowls, at work j 
amidst the vineyards and cho.stnut orchards. 'I'wo or j 
three villages, grouped around the rocky eminences, j 
are seated lower down, lilu? hee-hives on the trunks of 
old trees. At the side of each hamlet are distributed | 
thickets of a ])aler verdure ; they are pomegr.anates, i 
figs, or olives, which eommeiiee at this height in the j 
valley to hear fruit. Beyond, the eye plunges into the { 
inipenotrablo gloom of the gorge. If it ch‘ars this 
darkness, aud se ttles on the opposite side of the* moun- 
tain, it perceives perpendicular walls of granitic r»)ck 
ppriiiging to the clouds. Above these walls, wliicli set ‘in 
butth'inented by nature, we; iliseerii table-lands of flu* | 
most brilliant vegt tath v, the tops of tir-trees hanging 
upon the edges of the ravines, wide-spi-cading syea- 
moros, forming shadows on the sky, and behiutl this 
undulating verdure the* bt.lfries of villages and monas- 
teries, access t<» which set'ins altogether impracticable. 
Tn other jtlaci's, the granite tlanks of tiic mountains are 
broken into slojies, where tin; vision is lost in the dark- 
ness of the forests, and can tiistinguish only, at tiistant 
spots, luminous and immoveable streak-, wliudi are the 
beds of torrents and po(ds formed from th<^ sjiriiigs. In 
other directions the rocks smbhaily intermit ; large 
rounded bastions flank them as if with eternal forlili- 
cations, and crown their angles witli towers aud tur- 
rets. 

Klevated valleys, which the eye penetrates with dif- 
ficulty, open, and dive amongst the hills of snow and 
forests; thence descends the principal stream of Ha- 
maiia, which we see gushing at first like a brook fnun 
th(‘ inigiity roof of sm>w ; then losing itself in the hol- 
lows of re-celioing cascad< s, from which it branches 
out into sevmi or eight dazzling cham'els, again to 
disappear behind tlie black rocks ;iiid jieak.-,, and then 
coming foi’th in a single line of foam, winding and 
turning, aeeoivling to the obstructions of tlie grouml, 
along llie gentle or steep diclivities of thti lulls. At 
length it plunges into the principal Calley, falling in a 
sheet 1(|() paces wide, and iJOO feet in height. '^I’ln* 
spray, whicli lises, and which is cari-ied far and wi<le 
by the wind, describes tloatiiig rainbows oil the tops of 
the broad piin s which .skirt the fall. 

To my lelt, tlie vall<;y, .sinking towards the sljores 
the sea, expands, ami olfers to the g.aze the wooded and 
more cultivated flanks of it; hill.'-’, and tho rivet mean- 
ders ainoiig tlie eminences, crowned witii , :i vents and 
villages, l arthoi* on, the palm id’ t’.e j.laln 1 I’t up 
their liea . bodiind low hills of olives, am’ break tie* 
long line of gibb.d sand which borders the sea. Tiie 
eye i.s finally lost in tVe indecisive and remote ''jace 
betwe ;n the sky and the ocean. 

The details of this magic landseapi* are not less be- 
witching than tl .-iWiM Mingglanci-comiiriMrigthe wdiolc. 
At every turn of the rock,., nn f-very summit to which i 
the path leads you, you discover :i new liori/.ou, wiiere | 
the water, the trees, the rocks, the ruins of bridge or ' 
aqueducts, the snows, the sea, or the fim-y sand of the 
desert, grouped in startling attitudes, force an excla- 


mation of surprise and amazoment. I, have seen Naples 
and its islands, the valleys of tho Appcniiies and tlic 
Alps, those of Savoy and Switzerland, Imt the valley of 
lluniuna, and some other valleys on Lebanon, efface all 
these recollect ions. The enormity of the masses of 
rock, the multifarious waterfalls, the purity and di‘pth 
<»f sky, the expanse of ,s(.‘a which terminates the horizon, 
the piiduresque eliect of the villages aud couveiit.s, sus- 
pended like human nests on luughts whicli the eye fears 
to scan; in a word, tin.* iiovcdty and variety in colour 
of the vc'gidation, the majestic canoiiies of the large 
trees, whose trunks resemljle columns of granite — all 
this marks, vivifies, solemnises tlie landscape, and trans- 
ports the Soul witli emoLioiis more jirofomid and reli- 
gious th;in tho Alps even. Kvery lamlscape into w'hich 
the sea docs not enter as an element, is incomplete, 
lien*, the sea, the desert, the sky, are tlie sublime 
frame- work of the pi(*ture, and tlie rav ished eye reeiirs 
at frequent moments from the d(.‘]>tlis of eeuteimial 
foi'csts, from tlie margins of shaded .springs, from the 
summits of the aerial peaks, from the ])e:iceal)le scenes 
of rural or c<i*nebitisli life, to the blue expanse ploughed 
by vessels, to the dills of snow tloating in the sky near 
the stars, or to the yellmv ami gildi.-d .sands of the 
desert, wliere the caravans of camels draw- out lludr 
long siTpeiitine fili'.s. 1 1 is tlii.s incessant contrast which 
produces thi' .solemn tlwmghts and imjiressions that 
render Lebanon the iiiouiiLaiii of prayer, lioelry, and 
ecslucy ! 

At noon w'o oncampi’d iiiuler our tents half way up 
Lebanon, to pass tlie burning beat of mid-day. An.\ral> 
eunrier is )>i*onglit to nn‘, who was going to D.-imascns 
in search of me. lie biings me a j'.ieket of h ltevs 
from Lnro)U‘, wliidi aniiunnee mv election t<.) til.; 
(1»amb<“r of i)(*]nitie;":. A new atHielioii added to .so 
many others! I liiol nidbrtunately di siied this trii>-t, 
at a former epiM’li, ami liad myself solicited a conli- 
deiiee whiidi I. eaniiut now d( I’iine without ingralitmle. 
1 will go; but how fervently do I wish that tliis ciq* 
might ]'ass from me! I lia\e no long, r any Ind.iviiluai 
future ill this drama of the pohrieal and .'-oeial world, 
tlie j>riiicipal seem* of wliieh li» s among-, i ns. I liavo 
none of those passions Ibr glory, j'owei*, and (‘ortnii'', 
which are the impelling inoiiNes of politieian.s. The 
only interest wliieh 1 will carry to those lii'af* d delil.r- 
rations, will b«; tliat of my count rv ami of lininanitv. 
(’ounlry ami humanity are ahstraci beings to men whu 
.s<*ek to enjoy tlie present hour, and to s* (*ure tin- 
triumph, at all hazards, of afamilN, an ordi r, u’ 
party. Wdiat avails the calm and im|iartia! voi< of 
philo.'-ojihy in tlie tumult of laels whlvdi are ' imbled 
and oppo.sed to each otlier f Who looks to ti fiitnr ’ 
and its boundless space, beyond the dust of tl aetn.d 
strih* ' It mattm-.H not ; man .seh-ets neiiher his ]>al!i 
nor bis work ; t lod assigns him his ta.slv hy eircuni- 
stances, ..nd from his own eonvielions. it imrnt !"■ 
aeeompiished ! But I fon see lor myself nothing bur a 
moral martyrdom in IIm' sorrowful task wliieli is ini 
po.sed njtoii me. ! was born for action. I’ootry in ni'- 
lias boon l.iif ol(Ja\ed action; I liaNe conceived :mii 
expi'c .1 idoas and .seiiliiiients from tlm ineiqKibility 
of acting. But mnv action inm no longer any cliai nis 
for me. 1 havo; penetrated human atrairs I lec|'ly 
not L.* 'iinlo-r.staml thoir piiri>os(>! I have I st too 
many of iho.se beings for whom my activi* lib miglh. 
have bei-ii iulvaiitagoi ji(»t to be disgusted witli n'l 
tluit appeitains to action. A life of eonteinjilaf ion, 
}»liilosophy, of })oitry, and of solitude, w'onid be tee 
eoiv couch on wliieh my heart could liiul ri'pose helore 
J ji'eukiug a I tuge 1 1 ler. 


liKTURN ’ll) BEIKOIJ'r, AND DKrARTl'ltD 

volt 'Oil!; VEDA as ov i.edanon. 

10.- Ai'riv(jil lii!i-i! ycHli-rdiiy- I’aswcJ t'W 
houj'H a. I » janciscaii convent, near thei tomb whei| 
J have buried all my future. 'J’he lirig AhestCy '’^'***^ J 
w'aw to carry tbosfi dear remains to France, is y*^\ 
ill view’. 1 liiive to-day chartered another brig ior oui 
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o\vn accomTriO(LatIon. We shall sail in consort ; but the 
iiiotlicr will be spartMl the anguish of being in the same 
room with the corpse of her child ! Whilst the neces- 
sary arran^^cments are being prepared for tin? transport 
so nuuiy passeiig<n*H in the brig of Captain Couhmiie, 
>vt.> shall procet'd to visit Kosroiian, Tripolis in Syria, 
J.atakia, Antioch, and tin? Cedars of Lebanon, on the 
last tops of tlie nioimtains be'Iiiud Trijmlis. 

We received this morning numerous visits from our 
I’K'irout frieiuls. The governor, llahih iiarbara, a 
^l;ironit(! prince, our neighbour in the country, who 
lias shown us siiieo our arrival, and especially since 
our hert'a vement, the allectiojj of a sincere friend; iM. 
|{iaiKM), llu^ SaiMliuiaii consul ; and M. llorda, a young 
and amiable ricMlinontese, attaelied to that consulate in 
tlio dt‘serts of the Cast by a strange destiny, whilst liis 
iiiforinalion, his taet, and eharatdm*, would render Iiim 
a (listiuguislu'd di])loinatist in tlie most polished capital 
of Liiroj)e ; M. Taiurella, Ausiriun consul; Mr rarreii, 
consul geiioral, and Mr Abbot, special consul, for Lng- 
Jaiifl in Syria ; a young I'ronch merchant, M, JIuinaim, 
whose so<*i«?tv has laani equally ]»roiitahle and agveeahh^ 
since onr arrival here; M. Caillc, a J'reneli travidler ; 
Al. dorelle, iirst dragoman to tlu* eonsniale, a young 
man edineit 'd in I'j’anei', taken at an early age into the 
J’.ast, and win) is as pt'idect master of Ihe 'I'nrkish and 
Arabian languages as of his inother-tongiu- — a man of 
the strictest probity, a(*ti\’e, intelligent, and obliging 
IVom instinct, wlio conetdves it a. favour to ask a ser- 
Mc(' iVnni liiiii ; in tiiu', M. (iiiys, I’rencli consul in 
SM'ia, the r<‘sj)e<dable re]ir<-sentative of the national 
faith ill « on lit l ies where Jus cliaracP'r is held in vene- 
rati**!), hut wliosc* very I'ercnit arrival did not permit us 
to s Sit inueh of him a.s his eolh'agiU'S. 

We heal’ with us the names id' all those who have 
overw li' lnied ns v itli eivilily and sympathy, ilnring a 
it'ar’s sojourn am<»irj'-<r iliein, in order tliat \^<• may for 
ever pn servi' for tlicm, in ditl'erent <legre«*s, r(-im’m- 
hraii'M , interest, and gratitude. If I had not received 
yesterday's hdter, if 1 had not an ag».‘d fu11n-r, ^^llo^e 
eojIeetii.M is inee.>-santly urging my return to Trance, 
if 1 had a j>lac(‘ of e\ili' i<Mdi<Mi>e in tlie\\orl«l w]ier<*in 
• tinisli mv Wi-ary days, in tile Ixtsrcn <d' soli(nd<! and 
nehanting nature, I slmnhl i-emaiii wliere I am. 

April le. — Dcparlefl iliis morning at four oVlock 
itli the same caravan which I had formed for Damas- 
iis ; skirted tlu' .sc.‘i-<‘<>ast a.s far as ('ap<' Itatroun, 
tlirough localities already dc'-crihc’d ; sh'pt at Dgidiail 
ill a. kliaii out of the touii, eii an einiiieiice coimnainliiig 
llu’ s('.M. TIm' town is remarkahle only lor a ino.mpie of 
I liristiaii arcdiileciui’c, and which nas once a chiireli, 
j'l’oliahly i'rected l.y the counts of 'IVipolis. It is sur 1 
inised that Dgcdjail is tlu' •incieni land of tin' (lihlites, ' 
"ho furnished King Hiram with the Mocks of st<»ne 
inlmded f«)r tli(‘ hnilding of Solinnoirs d'eiiqde. 'I’hc 
lather of Ailonis liad his palace there, and the worship 
ol the son was the prevailing rite in ail tlie neighhoiir- ! 
ing districts of Syda. Ou tin* left of the town is a | 
<‘astli‘, naiiarkahle I'm’ tin; elegaiieeand <’onsti”.iction jjf ; 
its difl'ereiit styh!S of fortification, \^’l; descended into the ! 
town, to inspect the little harbour, m whieh .some d i"ih j 
ships wer<* swinging. 'J’he town is alnn’*sf evehisively i 
inhabited by Maroiiites. A very handsome Arab lady, j 
Joa<led with tinery, came to vi.-it iny wif<^ in the cara- 
vanserai, to whom we made some trifling pivsents. 

Oil tin* following day, we c(mtinue(l h» .skirt the co isf, j 
and tlu‘ loot of the nioimtains of Castravaii, which are I 
waslu'd by the sea. We slept imdi’r our tents, on a 
beautiful site oil the borders of tlio territory of TripoHs. 
'file road i|uits the coast, and turn.-i abruptly to the 
right, diving into a narrow valley, watered liy a rivet* 
About a league from tlu; sea, the valley is drawn coiii- 
pletely togetlier, and closed by a rock 100 feet liigh, 
and .'iOO or 000 f(*(‘t in circuiiifercncc. 'I’liis block, 
<‘itlier placed byimtnre, or hewn out of the sides of the 
uiouiitaiii ivhich grazes it, is surmounted by a (lothre 
t;astk; in good presiTvation, a habitation for jackals aiul 
rugles. JSteps cut in the rock Joiul, by a succession of 
|';rrai;ca, eovcied with towers and battlements, to the 
l“glust iiat, on which a donjon, bored with ogived 


windows, is roared. Around the castle, the towers, and 
tlie battlements, vegetation lias sprung up ; large syca- 
mores have taken root in the balls, and throw out tlic?ir 
wide branches above the ruinous roof ; creeping-plants, 
matted in liuge clusters, ivy clinging to the windows 
and doors, weeds partially concealing the stone.s, givo 
to this tine monument of the middle ages the appear- 
ance of a castle of moss and ivy. A beautiful fountain 
spouts at the foot of the rock, oversliadowed by thn'O 
of till! most splendid trees tliat can be seen ; they are 
specii's of elms, and one of them sufficed to cover, with 
its sliaile, our tents, our thirty horses, and the scattered 
groups of Arab.s. 

'I'lie following day, we ascended by a steep track along 
a white, and slipjM'ry hill, \vlu;ve the horses could 
scarcely keep their fi-et. From the summit wi; had a 
boimdlfss view of all the w e.sterii .sen -hom’d of Syria, a.s 
far as the Hidf of Alexandri;tta and Mount Taurus, and 
a little to the right, of the plains of Al«*ppo, and the 
bilks (if Antioeli, w ith tin* eoiirsc; of the Oronte.s. Tliree 
hour.s’ inarcli h;d us to tlie gates of 'fripolis ; we were 
expeetevl, and, a league from the town, we met a cHvaU 
cadt‘ of young Frank iin'rchants of dilVerent nations, 
and some olliccrs of Ibrahim’s army, who cann^ out to 
W(‘leome us.* The son of M. Lonil)art,a Freiieli mer- 
chant e.stahli.*5hed at Tripolis, ollered us hospitality in 
flic nann* of his father. \\v were ajiprehensivi; of 
putting him to expense, and therefore ivent to the 
ooiivmit of till* Fraiu;iscaii friars. A single monk was 
tin* solitary tenant of this large abode, and he gave us 
accommodation. We ]»assed two days at Tripolis; 
dined witli M. Lomhai’t, ami found great plea.sure in 
meeting a Fr(;nch family, in which ('v(*ry countryman 
is recei\<.‘d with open arms. Wt* passed an hour in the 
evening at the liouse of the Messieurs Katchiflissc, 

! ( Irei k merchants and llussian eonsuks, of a family 
■ established from linn* immemorial at 'Tripolis, whi're it 
j ]Missess(;s a inagniiicent palaee. Miidamo and the Mi.*ses 
; Katchiflisse are the three nio.st celebrated ladies in 
I Syria for their beauty and accoinjilishod Tnanmu's, the 
! iarter presenting a ]>i(juant blending of Asiatic ri'serve 
I with the gract'fiil I’reedoin of the (iri'eks, and the 
i hiiishcd good'brei’ding of the most, retim’d ladies of 
Furopc*. 'They received us in an immen.se saloon, 
lighted by a dome, and cooh’d hy a basin of gu.sliiiig 
wutt'r. 'I’hey were seated on a semicircular divan, 
wliieli ran round tin; bottom of the room, and ivaa 
entirely covered with rich carpets, tlie latter being 
stivw’C’d with hookahs, iiipes, and vases of tiowers, and 
of slu’i’het. i'liese tlina* females, decked in oriental 
costn , pi -J tin istagr able jiictii aeh iii 
her individual style of bi;autv, tliat the eye could con- 
tenqilate. We passed a delightful evening iii their 
cee nany, and promised to visit them again on our 
reiiirn. 

The Seheik of Fden, the last iiiliabih d village on 
L<‘haiien, wan maternal uncle of M. Mazoyer, my in- 
terprett!!*. Apprised by his ii(.*j)hew* of our arrival at 
'l’ri[»oJis, tlie vi’iierahlo seheik eame down from the 
mountains, with hisieidest son and a part, of his follow- 
ers. lb* paid me a visit at the Franciscan convent, and 
invited me to his house at Fden. it is not more than 
three liour.s’ march from Fden to the cedars of Solomon, 

I and if tin; suowq wliich was still lying upon the moun- 
1 tain, could he passed, wo might proceed from there to 
I visit I lio.st; .secular tri'cs, wdiieh have always formed tho 
glerv of Li’bauoii, ami were coiitoniporary with the 
gn*at monarch. We acce[»ted hia .invitation;^ and our 
dejiartui-e was tixed for the morrow’. 

At live in tlu; morning we were on horseback. The 
caravan, now' more numerous than bid'on.*, was headed 
by l*n* ICden sidieik, an estimable old man, whose cle- 
ga’it inanuers, noble and easy politoness, and spieiuiid 
dress, were far from bespeaking a mere Arab chiel'; 
lie s(H;med a patriarch marching in the van of his tribe. 

r [’Tripoli, or Tripoli’s, is a sea-port on the coast of Syria, situ- 
atc»i on a plain nt the fixit of tho branches of Mount Lebanon, at 
tho distance of seven ty-tivo miles north-west of Duuiasicus. It 
containa about inhabitants. This Trijxili must not bo 

confounded with TiipoU lu Uarbaiy, near Tunis and Alglfrs.^ 
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He was mounted on a mare of* the desert, whose dai*k- 
bay colour and strenining mane would have rendered 
her a courser worthy of a liero of “ The Jerusalem 
his son and ehiid" folio wei’s cara colled on splendid stal- 
lions around him. Wc came next, {ind the rear was 
brought up by the long tile of our moukres and sai's. 

Tlie route out of Tripolls affords a. most agre(*al)le 
prospect. It winds along the banks of a river enclosed 
by two hills, and shaded by the most beautiful trees 
and orange groves. A kiosk, or cafe, built beneath those 
trees, offers its perfumed teriace to j>roinenaders, wlio 
resort tliere to smoke* and take coffei*, and enjoy the 
coolness of the tlowing strt*am. From then*, a vista, 
allows a siglit of the s('a, which i.s Jialf a h'aguo from 
the town, of the liaridsoine square towers, built hy tlie 
Arabs on the flanks of the harbour, and of the nume- 
rous vess(‘ls lying in tin? roads, We traversed a wide 
plain, cultivated and planted with olives. On the first 
acclivity which rises from this plain towanls Lebanon, 
ill the midst of a forest of olives and fruit trees of all 
sorts, we encountered a prodigious concuurse of nit*n, 
women, and children, lining the road. 'I'hey were the 
inhabitants of a largo villagi*, emliosonied in this forest, 
whicli belongs to the scheik of Eden, lie passes the 
w’iiiter in tliis village on the and the summer at 

Eden. Tli(*se Aral's salutc'd their eliief with great 
respect, and offered ns refreslmu nts, whilst :i certain 
number of them proct.'eded in company wirh ns, to driM* 
the sheep and cahos, and a^^sist us in clearing the moun- 
tain precipicc.s. For tlie four subsequent hours w«‘ 
marched, sometinn.s in deep valleys, sonietimes on the 
brows of sterile mountains, and we caiiK* to a halt on 
the edge of a torrent, which falls from tlie heights of 
Fden, bringing with it heaps of half-in<. Ited snow. Tlie 
scheik had oj-dered a largo fire to )»* kindh**! under 
shelter of a rock, and vse breakfasted and ]v.st('d our 
horses in (Ids jilaee. Tlie a.sei*nt afterwards becaiiu* so 
rapid over bare rocks, smoolh as j'oIIsIkmI marble, lli;it 
it is not j'O.ssible to conceive liow the Arab burses suc- 
ceed in eliinbing iqi, and nnicfi more in coming down 
them. Four Arabs on foot siUTounded eacli i-f oiir 
horses, and assisf(;d them w it h their hands and , shoulders. 
JVotw'ithsfauding this aid, several sli}>ji<*d down l !'.>•* roek, 
but vvitliout receiving any serious injiii y. Thi.s frightful 
road, or rather tliis almost perpendicular wall, <‘oni I iicf'<l 
us, after two hours’ toil, tt» a roel^y fable-land, v. lo-nee 
the view* fell upon a wdde inner valK y, arid the villago; 
of Eden, wldch i.s built .at its liigiHst eMn-mity, ami in 
the snowy region. Above Eden there is only an im- 
mense pyr.aund of naked p'ck, the ultimate jaak iti this 
district of Lebanon, on which is a small t b.ipel in ruin>. 
Tho* blasts of winter kee]' eoiitiinially gna wing this rock, 
and detaching huge hlock.s from it, wliieli roll i ven to 
the village ; all the fields in the vleiniiy are .‘-irew*.! 
with tln.-m, and tho* caslio* rjf tJie scheik inmself is en- 
compassed w itli them on all si<le.s. This le, to wliird; 
w<; were draw’ing near’, is of eoinplrti' Arab a* e)iir-ct ni < ; 
the windows are double ogived arcln-;-, ‘piiiati il by 
tlieir spiral eoluimis of elegant workmanship ; tlw gati*- 
way is arched, and flanked by tw’ti elevaih-«l settk «»f 
carved stone, and tlie posts even of the gaio are ee»t‘i«-d 
with arabesipics. The scheik was the first to dij iooiint, 
to be ready to receive ns at tla portal vi hi.s n-.sidence. 
His youngest son, witli a silver jjerfmning-paii in Ids 
hand, burnt spi(e before our ik rse.-, and Jiis hrothei-s 
sprinkled our hair and c1ot.}i *s w da scented r ssonce.s. 
A magnificent rej'ast avv.aih d us in tie hall, where 
W'hole t\<^*s were crackling on the he;.. •'h. Tiw fine:! 
W'inesol 1 .cbanonairl Eypnis, ao I a protiigions qo intit " 
of game, gave :"‘st to the banquet. iJac Arabs fiu 1 
as sumptuously In the (.ou.q of the* ea-iie. I** tlie 
eveii'jig, we stiolled ifirougli the I'liviroi-.s oi tin' ■!- 
lage ; the snow still (Severe ! part of the field.s. (,.i all 
sidob wc discev* tli<- marks of can’ful culture; the 
Simallest spotol vegeu.M- '-arvii, 1 etwi en tlie vocks, had 
its vine or its vMilnut. ,Nuinher\ess s-|,virigs gushed uj* 
from the soil, and artilicial can.ds <*oi,ilu( ted the water 
into the fields. »Soine field.s on a .slojie wi i'e .suppcried 
by terraces consti’ucted of immense hloi^K.M. Wod.s 
scried a monastery below the rock on our left, uiid 


several villages, quite close to each other, on all tho 

sides of the valley, 

>Sa/rw date The scheik dispatched three Arabs on 

the road to the cedars, in order to ascertain if tho snow 
would allow our reaeliing tlioso trees. They reported, 
on their return, that acaa'ss is impracticable, there being 
fourteen feet of snow in a narrow* valley whicli must be 
passed to get at tho (uidars. Wishing to get as near 
them a.s possible, T h(*gged tho scheik to give mo hi.s 
son and some horseinen. 1 h‘ft my w ifo and caravan 
at JOdeii, and mounted the ino.st powerful of my horsi's, 
Schain, and avo set off at sunrise. We jiroceederl for 
three lumrs on the crt'sfs of mountains, or in plains 
.swampiMl witli melting snow*, and arrived on the margin 
of tin! Valley of the Saints, a profound gorge into which 
ilie eye plunges from tho elevated reek, a valley more 
closed ill, more gloomy ami solemn, than oven that of 
Hnmana. At tin? head of this valley, where, by a con- 
tinued a.scent, it reaches tin* snow.^, a niagnifieent .shfct 
of water falls a height of lti(» feet, stretching a width 
of ‘200 or flOO yards. The whole valh*y resounds ivith 
this fall, and the whirl of the torrent it fee<ls ; the foam 
streams on all part.s of the rock <»n tin* mnuutaiii sides. 
Almost out of sight, at the bottom of the ravine, we 
s]>ied two vill.'iges, the houses in which W'cro scarcely 
distinguishable from the rocks luirU*il lorward by the 
torrent. The hvanches of the poj'lavs and mulber- 
ries appear in the dislam*!*, bke tufts of rnshes or 
long grass. W(* de.scended to tin* village* of Beschovai 
hy a I'ath hewn in the rock, ami so stet'p, tliat it seems 
iiiconceival'lo that men should Jia/ard tlieinsclvi-s iipi'ii 
it. Many lata! accidents occur. A stone thrown from 
( the ercsi. wn were winding down, wouhl fall on tlu.^ roofs 
j of thc.se villagt s, wliich we did not howeva.'r reach in 
less than an hour's cnnlimied descent. Above the cas- 
cade and tlie snow, iminenM lieMs of ice undulate like 
vapours of alternate grei n and him-, ;ind about a mite 
to llie leu, ill a .sto’t of scniicirenlar vale, formed b\ 
the highest cUn’s of Ja hanon, wi- ](« reeive a large blael^ 
sp(»t on the snow. It is l In.* reiiow m d gi'onp of cedrii-s; 
tln.'v crown, like a diadeni, the In-ow of the laoiiMtain, 
and look down nj'ou the oiit-hraneliings of the nnn.e- 
r»ju.s large, valley.s which fall from it; the sea ami lli'* 
sky are their liori/, on. Ve urged onr horses throiiuli 
the .snow, to i.’oine as m-ai* as posj-iMe to the group, hut 
when witliin .'ifH) or (idh yanks ot it, onr lioi-s«-s sanl; iiji 
to their shouMer.s, convincing ns that tin* i’ej»ort ot tl.t' 
.\rahH was tru< , andlliat wc must renonnec the proje. i 
of toucliing with onr hands those relics of centnrie,-. and 
of nature. W't* got oif liorsehack, and seated ourndvi’-i 
on a r<.>ek to I'ontt iny'lah- them. 

d'licse iri.-cs are llie mo.st cidchrated natural monii 
imnits in the iini vc r.-i*. Itellgion, poi-try, and lii-torv, 
liave eonally cons( vrated them, d'lie Ihdy Scri)»tin‘e.s 
<*elehr.,. tlu-m in several ])laces. 'i'iu y f(»rm om* of iln' 
imager, whicli the prophets ii.se' with e.sf)ecial pj*eferenc'*, 
;Soloim»n was desiron-' to devote llieni to the- adoniin;; 
of th(* lenifi! * h»: erci'led to tlie mily tiod, doubtless eii 
.•iccoiint o*’ llie faim* ff>r niagiiiliceiice and sanctity 
whicli T'ie?.e j)rodigd«-s of vegetation posse,ss(*(l at that 
era. Tlies'-are en rtaiiily they, foi- E/.ekiel sjieaksol tlu* 
c«*il:ii.') of i'kien ii.s the most beautiful on Jjeliaiioti. *1 
.\r,* ..i •*r all creeds haver a traditiemal vi-neration tor 
iheso trc(‘.s. Tln-y attrihnti.* ti; them not only ;i vcgi'ta' 
live vigour which give-s flicm an et(*ri)al exi.stcncc, hid 
aksei a se>ul, which (*nd<>ws them witli iiiark.s of sagai’iiy 
ami forc.sighi, hiniilar to ihost' arising from instinct m 
iMmalbj or iV<iin iatelh-ct in iinm. 'I’licy know' hclorc- 
j h.and the asous, ilury move their vast branches like 
! : ’oi.s, Uu y st retell them out, or draw them in, rn !.*’<' 
' tin 1 I to the heavens, or bend tiiem to the earth, uccoi d- 
in^, a- the snow is about to fall or to nu'lt. Tiiey ai'- 
divine beings io llie form of trf-e.H, 'I bis is the on .> 
spot oa the chain of L- hanon where they g»'‘>w, mn 
hi re they tal- ' mot far ah<.>ve the rcgit.ni where all eon 

M>i‘ ra= o. dioii Cl a.‘-eH. All this .strilvCH with asto 

iii.s)irm-nt the in '.agination of pei'ple in the East, an( 
am not quite .sure that wieJice itself would not ho 
pri.sed. , ^ 

Ihit, ala.s I 1 lassau lang; ubhc.* 5 ; Ca rrael ftial the now 1 1 
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of tiCbanon arc fading, TIicbo troes arc diminiKhod 
every age. Travcllora formerly counted thirty or forty, 
afterwards stiventeen, and at a later date hut twelve. 
There arc not more than seven which from tlieir nias- 
yiveucHs can be* pnisuinod contemporaries of the biblical 
era. Around these aged witnesses of tinies past, wiio 
jiuow the histoi'y of tlie earth better than history herself, 
who would tell us, if they could si)i‘ak, of so many 
empires, religions, and human races, .swei)t away, tiiere 
still remains a small forest of younger cedars, wiiich 
a])pear to me to form a grouj) of 400 or 500 trees or 
busJies. Every year in tlie uionth of June, tlu^ iiihabi- 
lants of 15e.scluu’ai, Ediui, Kanobin, aiul ilu^otliLi' vil- 
lages in the neighbouring valleys, mount to the cedars, 
and celebrate mass at ilieir feet. JIow many praycTs 
have resounded under tlu'se ])ranches ! Ajid what more 
siibliiiK? teinpl(», what altar nearer the heavens ! What 
fane, more maj(‘stie and holy, tlian the hifthist level of 
Lebanon, the trunks of the cedars, and tin; cauo})y of 
tho.st; sacred ijrauclu's whicli have shaded, aud still 
sliad(', so many human generatious, pronouncing tlui 
name of (lod, in diller('nt syllahle.s, hut acknowledging 
him every where in his works, and adoring him in liie 
man ifestat ions of nature! And I also i»raycd in sight, 
of those trees, i'he midodious breeze which wassoini<l- 
ing through their t'ehoing hrauciies play» d in iny hair, 
aud congealed on my eyelids tears of sorrow and ado- 
ration. 

We again mounted (.mr horses, marehed three hours 
on tlie table-lands which eoumiaud tlo^ vallevs of Ka- 
diska, and d('seen(Jed to Kaiadjin, the most celebrated 
of ail the i\Iar«>uite monasteries, silnat^Hl in the valh v 
of the Saint.s. Wo had a sigjit of tlie mona.stery <tl‘ 
Deir-Serkis, !io\v abaiidcmed t<) one or t.W(> monk.'-'. 
Burekhardt, in E!H), htund there an ohl T«e.eaii lier- 
mit, \vJi<; was eoiiK* to tinisli his <!jiys fliere, after having 
been a, missio/iary in Indiii, iig^pt, and I’ersia. 

Our fij’st view' of tie* inona.st- ry of K.muoImji was fronj 
the simniiit of ,a elitf wiiich j»i’oje<*tetl ijito the valley lilo‘ 
a promontory, l gaveinyhor.se to the Arab.s, and 1. 
lay do^Ml on the gronml at tlie }»oint of a rock, wiienco 
t.lui eye phing(.Hl ]'■< ri'endicnkniy into tlie abyss (.f llu* 
A’ale of Saints, iiie river Kaiisk:. relied at the foot of 
this rock ; its bed was one centiniied stream of foam, 
but I was at such a height that, its roar did not reach 
me. Ivanobiii was fonnded, say the .Maronite monks, 
by Tliendosiiis tlie < treat. Tlu* entire N'alley of the 
Saint.s n sendih s a huge n-.tnral nave, whose arch is 
llie lie.'iVi’iis, its ])illai'.s tin' cri'sts oi Lchanon, an l its 
chapels tin* inuunu'rahle ccll.s (>1' the anchoiitc.s liol- 
lewcd ill Jhc Hanks of the rock. 'Hmse In i initagcs an; 
suspended ovit pri'cipices which .sei ni unapproachahh'. 
'liiey are like swallow.s’ nests, at aU elevations in ll;e 
walla ol tlie vallev. Seme are mere grot toi‘S scooj eil 
om of th<.‘ stwiK', other.s are sina.il hui.s huill amongst 
the roots of tn.-es growing on tlie projecting cornices ef 
the mountain, ^i'iie great convent is below, on tlu* bank 
of the torrent, Jt i.s jM'opIcd by f rt y or fifty Maroniie 
monks, who are occupied in the laliours of hushaiulrv, 
and ill printing elemeiitary books for t'le t ducat imi of 
the pooj)h\ Excellent men, tlie sons and faii.evs rj 
the p(M)ple, not living on the swe at of others, but work- 
ing night and (lay for the iidvam.ige of their bretliren ; 
simple lueiijwlio desire no wi alth, n(t fame in (his w » rid ! 
To labour, pray, live in peace, die* in grac(', and un- 
known of men — therein is comtirist d the whole anihi* 
tion of the Alaronite inonJvs. 

Same datfi — Ycsti'rday 1 was the gtiest of the Scheik 
of i'kien, a Maninite Arab village^ situated under tlu* 
sliarjiest pointed clilf of the mountains, on the extr'*nui 
verge of vegetation, and uninhabiialdeexcepi in bun.mer. 
The re.spt'(Jablo old iriau had come to .sei k me, with >ii • 
son and some of his servants, c' cn a.s far as Tripoli^, 
and had received me in liis castle of Eden, with the 
dignity, kiudnes.s of heart, and elegance of address, that 
Olio might imagine would bav*:* lieon display(*d by an 
old lord of llm court of Louis XIV. Whoh* trees were 
consuiiK'd on the largo liearth ^ slu.-ep, kid.s, and deer, 
W (Teliea.p(‘diJi [lile.s in the vast Jialks, aud botth's of tlu* 
oolden wino of Lebanon, a lumdrod yciir« old, were 


drawn for us and our escort. After delaying some 
time to study these enchanting Homeric maimers, 
poetical as the places where wo found them, the ecludk 
gave me hia eldest son aud .some Arab lioracincn, ta 
conduct mo to the ctvlars of Solomon, the renowned 
trees wiiich still render sacred th<? highest peak of 
Lebanon, and wJiieli have been venerated for ages as 
the Ja.st evidences of the glory of Solomon. J will not 
describe them hero. On our return from thi.s (excur- 
sion, so nu'rnoraldo for a travelh'r, w’o got entangled in 
tlie windings of llio rocks, and in the uimiberless high 
gorge.s with whicli this group of Lebanon is splintered 
in all din'ction.s, and wo .suddenly found our.selvcs on 
the margin of an enormous pr('eij»itou.s wall (J ruck, 
.sinking some thousand feel, in depth, and hemming in 
l.lic Valley (»f tsaiiit.s. The side.s of this granite i*ain- 
part were so perpciuliciiUir that even mountain-goats 
could not liUM* sealed iliem, and our x\rabfi were obliged 
t(i crawl on their hands and luiees, and Hlooi> ovi'r the 
abyss to perceive* its b;u:e. Tlie sun wa.s sinking, and 
we liad toiled many hoars, and several more vvere 
re(|uii*ed to retraci* our lost rout**, aud r(*gain Edcu, 
W(' dismounted troni uiir horsi*.-, ami giving ourselves 
up to a guide who knew, at a little distance, a path of 
the rock cut by the Maronito i.iuiiks, tlo* immemorial 
oeeupunts (»f this valley, we cluiig for some time along 
iho (‘dge.s of the coruie.-, and at last descended <)ver the 
slipiMoy st(‘ii3 to a plali'nrm, d( taclied from the rock, 
which commanded the whole prosi>eet. 

Tlu* valley, at if.s highe.si extremity, sank' from tlie 
foot of the snows, and IVoni the et dars, whicli foriimd 
a black cloud upon flu'm, by widt* and gontle slo]>e,s, 
r<iuii(iing into swards of yellow and deiicale gretai, like 
{b.•!l, on tlie bigli croup- of dura or tin* .\lps: a multi- 
tude of h.aming rivnl<.t.‘s issiiiug, on all side.';, irom tho 
dLi.olviug snow', |)louglied tlic.-^e gras.sy banks, and 
united in a single body of wliiriing wave's at llie fu<)t t;f 
tlie lowest declivity. 'J'ht'ri' llu,' v.iil' y /ell, all at onei.', 
•too ur .M.)0 feet diep : a;i.l the iun’>'nf w-as precipitated 
with it, in a wide velum'.', now e(>vi ring lie* reek, a.s if 
with a liquid and tnin.-parenc eurtaiu, now leaping and 
shouting into aivl;* .s, and falling :il Ire r on l;n*ge .'«hat’p- 
pointed bleck.s of gi-aiiite, hurled iVem I In. surumit, 
wliere it was lirokeii inie llealing shreds, and reared liko 
cvi rlastiug thunder; the Mast ef tin.' lalL reached iveii 
us, <.*arrying with it ilie spray of a t!iou''and tints, liko 
a. vapoury mist, throwing it over tlm wliele \ alley, or 
hanging it like dew ujiuii tlto leaves of the sliruhs, and 
tlie rougli points vd' the rock. Advancing towards tho 
north, tin \ alley of Saints dived inon' and more, and 
expanded into greater widtli, when, about, two miles 
from wln're we were staiidiug, two l.are ;:.nd frowning 
numutains gradually appruached towards ( ach other, 

; •arcely leaving an < peuhig of a few yards betw’oeu 
I their two ('Xtremitie.s, wliero tin' vallev was termiiiuted 
I and lost amhi its gn eii bank.'^, hangii g vines, poplars, 

I cypressi's, and milky torrent. Abovi.' tinse two moun- 
I tains that thus slrc.iighd it, wo could pt'i'ceivo, at the 
horizon, what se.'med a lake of deeper blue than tho 
sky- - it was a poitnm of tlie .Syrian Sea, endosc<l in a 
curiously-formed gulf by other mouiituins of Lebanon. 
This gulf was twenty leagues from us, but the trans- 
! part'iiey of tlie atiimsphere brought it, as it were, to 
I ourfet't ; and we di.s(ingmi.shed even tw vi ships under sail, 
j whicli, hanging between the blue of heaven aud that of 
■ octan, and les.sened by the distanee, seemed two swans 
gliiliiig on the liori/on. This .spectacle sc'ized us so 
irresistibly ai lir.sl, that wo did not (hveii upon th(5 
details of the valley ; but wlum the iiivst dazzling shock 
was over, and our eyes could pierce the iloatiiig v apoiirs 
I of ('veuing, aud the wateivs, a .scene of another do^ 

I s, . ijuiun opened by th'gree.s liehire us, 

I v't each winding of tho torn'iit, wliore the gurgling 
st.n am left a point of land, a Alaroiiile Cv>nv('iit sUnxl 
out, with its walls of red-tiiilod brown, from the ashy 
gj t*v of the rock, and smit its spiral smoke amongst the 
j branclu's of poplars and oyjiressc.s. Aruuml tlie con- 
vents, small enclosures, won from the rock or the tor- 
rent, were cultivated like the well-tilled gardens of our 
country-] louses, and, sti-jggling lu ro aud there, we per- 
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reived the Mamiites themselves, with their hlack cowls, 
returning from the labours of the field — some with the 
spade on their shoulder, some leading Arab colts, and 
others, again, holding the liandle of the plough, and 
tlireeting thiMi* oxen amongst the inulbeiTy-lrt'es. Se- 
veral of these habitations of prayer and labour were 
suspended, with their chapels and grottoes, upon the 
projecting cliffs of the two mountains ; some wei’c hol- 
lowed out, like the oaves of wild beasts, in the rock 
itself; we could only discern the door-way, siirinounttid 
by an open ogive, where a hell was hung, and some 
narrow terraces, hewn ninh'r the canopy of the rock, 
where the agecl and infirm monks came tf) hrealhe 
the air, and enjoy a little sunshine. To some of the 
j)ivcipitons ledges the eye could discover no access, but 
on even those were a convent, an oratory, or a hermi- 
tage, and some anchorites winding amid the rocks and 
shrubs, working, reading, or praying. One of these 
convents contained an Arab printing-pr<*ss, for the 
instruction of the Maronile people? ; ami we saw, outlie 
terrace, a crow<l of monks, moving to and fro, and 
spreading out, upon bniiclies of reeds, the white sheets 
of damp paper. Nothing <;an describe, unh‘ss it be the 
pencil, the I'oncourse and picturesque etlect of these 
j’otreats ; each stone seemed to have becoim' a cell, and 
every grotto to have its hermit ; evtaw spring was full 
of movement and life; t.'very tree had Us aiuborit<‘ 
under its briinclies ; Avlier(?ver the eye foil, it saw the 
valley, the mountain, and the precipices, grow, as it 
were, into animation under its gaze, and a spectacle of 
t'xistenoe, prayer, and e(mt<*mplation, stand out from 
the eternal masses, or mingle with them, giving sacred- 
iiess to all around. 

Jlut in a little while llm sun drooped, the labours of 
the day ceiisi'd, and all ilie black figures, seattert'd in 
the valley, retreated into the gi’ottoes or the monasteries. 
The lu'lls sounded, on all sides, the hour for congre- 
gating to the evening service ; soim? JMiigiiig with the 
force and vibrating tom? of a high wind upon the seas, 
and others tinkling, like the chirpings of birds in a liohl 
of corn, plaintive and indistinct as sighs in the desert. 
The b(dls answered eaeli other from the two opposite 
side.s of the valley; amt the thousand eelioos of the 
grottoes and precipices mu!ti})li(‘d them in confused and 
rcverb(?rating munruirs, mingled with the roar of tin* 
torrent, and the numberless resounding fails of tlie 
springs and cascades with wbicli llie monntain-sid<‘s 
were furrowed. Then came a inonient of silciiei*, ami j 
a frrsli I'cho, more soft, mel.'inelioly, and solemn, filled j 
the valhw : it w'as the eliant of psalms, w liicli, rising 
all at oncM? from every monastery and elmrcli, from 
c*verv oratory and reeky grotto, muunted to us in a 


118 for heaven. We kissed the pavement of her chamber 
a thousand times, and steeped it with ouv tears 1 This 
house w'as for me like a consecrated relic. I looked at 
it again on all sides ; on the birds, the doves, her horse, 
the gardtai, the two young Syrian girls who came to 
play with her, and who lived under our windows in 
the gardeii. They had arisen IxTorc daylight, and, 
dressed in their richest apparel, were wtaping. They 
stretcheil out their hands towards us, ami ji lucked the 
flowers from their hair. I gave each of them, as a 
memento of foreign friends whom tli(?y w^ould never 
again hidiold but in tlu?ir thoughts, a necklace of piec<‘S 
of gold, to bt! worn on their marriage. One of them, 
called Anastasia, was the most beautiful female 1 had 
seen in the J'last. 

The sea was like a mirror. The boats which enu- 
taiiK'd our friends who accompanied us on board, fol- 
low’ed ours. We weighed anchor w'itb a light breezo 
from the east. Tin? coasts of Syria, lim'd Avith their 
fringe of saml, disap]u*ared with tin* beads of the paim- 
tr(*('s. The w'liiti? p«'aks of Li'banon were in view for 
a long time. ])nring the night Ave doubled Cajie 
Carmt'l, and at sunrise Ave AAvre off the heights of Saint 
dc'an d’Acre, with tin* (liilf of (-ayplia before ns. The 
sea Avas beanlifnl, and its Av.-ives Avere plonglieil by a 
host of dolphins sporting round the vi’s.scl. lOvery 
thing in nature Avore an appearance of gladness and 
joy, as Avcil as on tlii' waves anuiml that bark Avbicli 
bon* hearts dead to all Joy and s<*n*nity. 1 passed the 
night on deck— witli wliat flimiglits ! j\ly lie/iri knows ! 

We skirted the low coasts of (lalileo ; dafla, glittered 
ik(' a rock of clialk in the horizon, on its beach of white 
sand. We made towards it, int(‘iuling to remain there 
some days, as my Avife, and tli(>st* of my friends who 
could not aceom])any me in iny jonvney to d(*rusalem, 
wen* unwilling tr) pass so near the .saen-d tomb, with- 
out ]H*ariiig to it some additional gro.ans. In the even- 
ing llu* Avind fresliened, and av»? east anelior at sevi.'ii 
o’clock in tin* stormy roadstead of datfa. 'flu* st*a was 
too high to hoist a boat out, and it was not till the next 
lay that wt* all disombarked. A caravan was pn.’pared 
hy the can* of my old friionls, the Mossionrs i)aruiani, 
die l’n*neh ;ig('nts at Jaffa. It started at ele\en to 
aroceed us far as Kamla, and tln're pass tlie niglit. I 
Avas left alone in the liouse of M. hamiani. 

I passed five ilays in wanih'ring alom* tlirongh (he 
nvirons. d’he Arab frionds Avitli whom I had fornn il 
an aequ.'iintanec* in my two first vi.sits, litok me to the 
ganleiis th<*y had aronml the toA\n. I liave already 
desirrihed thesi* gardc'iis. 'riiey an; grovi's of orangos, 
citrons, j)omegranates, and figs, trees aslargi? as Avalmits 
ill rraiiee, .surrounded on all sides hy tin* Oesert of 


confused and vast murmur, reseinbhng om* single iin.*- 
lodions lament uttered by the Avlmle valley, as if it bad 
ju•^t found a soul ami a voice, A perfume sjiread 
through the air, Avhii'h angels might liave bn*atlie,l ; 
we stood mute and overjoyed like tho.se celestial spirit*^', 
'vhen, hovering over the globe they b(*li«;ved ; desert, 
they heard as<*eiid from these .same regions tin? first 
prayer of mankind. We felt how tlii^ voice of man cun 
give life to nature* in her deadest aspect, and what .song 
will be at tin? end of time, Avlien all the emotions of the 
human lu art, concentrated in the singh; scntiim?rit’of 
poetry, shall bo here heloAvbut one hymn of udora lion ! 

Ayr'il I’J. — Ileti:fned to 'I'ripolis -avitli the scheik imi 
Ills tribe. I gave his son ;i piece ef .silk to make a 
diA'an. I’a^'^ed a day in goiiig over tlie d«*lig]uful envi- 
rons of J ri|i(»lis, and tlu?ii start id for Ih-ueit bv the 
Kca coast, T'onsmned a few days io emb.ii . ing ou ' lug- 
gage on b rd the brig 1 had diartered, “ T]if7 .Sophia.*’ 
We made j»repar:aions for a visit to Kgypt, and uttered 
our adh'us to our Frank and Arab friends. I ga^-e 
aw'ay several of my horses, and M?nt off si.x of tht? lie -t 
hoautifiil under the condmt of an Arab erpterry, and 
throe of my bes» ^ the routi? of Syria and* Cara- 

inania, to meet im; on the i; t cJ .July oij the shore of 
the Gulf of Marci, opposite the Isle d Uhod- s in Abia 
Minor. 

At snnfi|p, on the loth April, Avr left the house 
us for the last time, and quitted 


(iaza. A family of Arab peasants resides in ;in adjoin- 
! ing cabin, and then* are cisterns or avi'IIs, a few camels, 
I go.ats, s’ ‘p, pigeons, and ehiekiais. The grmuid is 
. .strewed Avirdt orangi's and lemons fallen from the tn'cs ; 
t a tent is fixed mi tlie margin of one of the irrigating 
canals, ami carp is are laid out. The* ti nt is open to- 
, ward.s the si a to rceeivi* the breeze, wliieli ]irevuils 
; from ten in the morning until the evening, Avhich con- 
tracts :i p. rfiiiiH'as it passes under tiu* orange hranches, 
and scatters .sIioavct’s of oraiigi? flowers, 'i'lie tops of 
I the ! inarets of Jaffa are seen from there, as widl as 
I the vesseis sailing betwei'ii Asia Minor and Fgypt. 1 
, should liaA't? AAislied to remain lu*re ; Jaffa, sluit out 
from the whole world, on the edge of tin? groat I'-gyP' 
tian de.sert, Avliose? sand forms white banks around tbese 
j or in ,^e groves, beneath a sky aUvay.s pure and waimi, 
vould be an admirable abode for a man sick of lilv, 
n*. f who desires but one spot iiiuh*!’ the huu. 

'i lie caravan returned. T asked of Madame <h' 
L.i: .idine some aecoimt of Hetidehoiii and the sur- 
roiindiiig locaiities, Avbich the jilague liad prev(*nted me 
from visiting in my Hi's! journey. The relation bliu 
gave me I shall insert h(?re. 

.NAIUIATIVK 01' MADAMK DE LAMAUTINE. 

I "On leaving the? gardens of Jaffa, we .spurred om* 

I horses to a gailo]) over an iiuinense plain, then eovereo 
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with yellow and blue thistles. Large flocks, tended by 
Jill Arab trooper armed with a long lance, as in tlic 
pontine Marshes, w^cre cropping at intervals the scarce 
jjrovender amongst the grass that the sun had not en- 
tirely scorcliod. Farther onwards to our right, and 
the same as at the entrance to tlie desert of El-Arisch, 
some lumps of mud, covered witli dried grass, w'ere 
stuck ill the ground, like hay-cocks drciichc<l in the 
storm h(;fori! the Iiusbaiidmau could secure them: it 
was a village. 

As we drew near, we saw naked cliildren issue from 
the cones, ivliieh serv(?d as hahitutions, and some wtniien, 
their hair streaming, i>artijilly clad in a d('ep hliUi che- 
mise, quitted the fire they were kindling on two stones 
to pri.'pare their food, and mounted to the top of tlieir 
lints to sec us defile i»ast. 

After a four hours’ march tve arrived at Ramla, 
whore wo were expected by the agent of the Sardinian 
consulates who ha<l the kindness to lend us his house, 
females not Ix ing received in the Latin eonvent. In 
the evening we visited an ancient tower, a (piarter of a 
niih^ from the town, (rjilled the 'rower of the Forty 
Martyrs, now inhabited by turning d<‘rvishes. Jt was 
a I’riilay, the day of ceremony for their rites. We 
remained to ivitness them. About twenty dervishes, 
dresseil hi long rolies and jwaked caps of white felt, 
were s(|natted in a circle, within an enclosure, sur- 
rounded by a. low balustrade ; he who apjieared to be 
the cbl(‘f, a venerable person, with a long white bennl, 
was pla<*ed, as a mark of distinetion, on a ensliimi higher 
than tli<* otheu's. An orchestra, composed of a nahij 
or bassoon, a slinn(nih(\ a species of clarionet, and two 
small conjoined drums, called uararidte^ j»layc»l airs 
utterly (liseor<lant to our Furopeuii ears. Tiie der- 
vishes got up, one by one, w ith great gravity, passed 
hefovc tile siquu-lor, saluted him, and comnuuieed to 
swing lln'inselves round, with their arms extended, and 
their eyes raisi'd to h('av»-n. 'J'lieir iiu/tion was .slow at 
first, hut grew <jtiieker by d<*gre<*s, assumed an extreme 
rujudity, and finislu'd liy h.riniiig, as it were, a whirl- 
pool, by which tlu; eye was confused and dazzled. As 
long as wtr couUl observe tliein, tlieir e<uiiitenaiie.es 
sei'ined to ex])ress great exaltation, but at last we could 
distinguish nothing. How long this strange waltz eon- 
tinned, I cannot i>r'‘eis«'ly tidl, luit it wjis for a time 
that seemed to me ineredihh*. Jly degrees, Ijowever, 
the miinher of turm rs <liiniiii.sli< <l ; e.xliuii.sled with 
fatigue, they leaiual against each other, and sank hack 
into their original attitudes. Thosf! who eontiuin'd last 
seemed striving to turn as long as possible; and 1 ^ 
expi-rieiieed a ])ainrijl sensation ai witnessing the olforts j 
made by an ohl dervish, panting and staggering at the } 
mid of the trial, to keep it u]) h*ngc*r tliaii tlie rest. | 
During ibis exhibition, our Arah.s tallvod to us of tlu ir 
.superstitions. 'J’liey asserted that a (-'hristian, by eon- [ 
tinually reeiting the I3eli» f, could force a iMussnlman to 
turn, by an irresistible impulse, until ho dieii ; that 
there were niaily examples of it, and that upon i»ne 
occasion the dervishes having discovered the pt'vsou 
who was employing this sjiell, eoinpell' d liim to recite 
flic Del ii.'f back wjirds, ami tliu.s de.^t roved the clia nu at 
the moment the turner was about to <. xj»ire. W e fell 
into a train of sad retleetions upon tin* imbecility of 
human reason, which grojies in blindness for tin. route 
to heaven, and so often misses the way. These gro- 
tesque extravagances, which degrade, in some degn‘e, 
the human understanding, had nevertheless a design 
worthy of respect, and a noble motive. It was man 
wishing to honoiu’ (Hod ; it was the imagination striving 
to exalt itself hy physical movement, and to reach, as 
is etteeted hy opium, that divine reverie, that complete 
anniliilation of feeling and of self, wliich allows it 
believe tliat it is lost in the infinite unity, and that it is 
in eommunion with fJod ! It was originally perhajis a 
pious imitation of the motion of tlie stars turning before 
(.iod ; it was perhaps the produce of that same entbu- 
Bia.stic ami inij)a.ssioned exaltation, which, at a former 
period, made David dance before the ark of the Lord. 
.Some of ns imitated the wife of the royal poet, and 
were tempted to deride the dervishes. They seemed to 


them out of their senses, as to men who were ignorant 
of the fundamental part of our creed might appear 
some of the monkish observances, the mendicity of our 
friars, and the flagellations of certain of the ascetic 
orders. But however absur.l a religious practice may 
be to the coM eye of reason, a more profound and 
exalted reflection alwjiys finds in it something to respect 
— tlio motive which inspires it. Nothing which con- 
cerns the idea of God is ridiculous. It is sometimes 
atrocious, often insensate, hut always serious. The 
coTiseieiiee of the dervish i.s at peace when he has 
aecompliHli his pious waltz, and he beli(*ves tliat his 
twirlings have? done honour to tlie divinity. Dnt if we do 
not look upon him as ridiculous, wo are sometimes dis- 
posed to regard liim with pity, and I am not sure that 
w'e arc not e<|ually wrong in both cases. Where w'oiild we 
ourselves be without the lessons of (’hristianity, w’hich 
have illuminiid our ri‘ason ; would we be more rational 
than this nuin ? History can snjiply the answ^er. We 
find one FMato for tens of tliousaiids of idoljiters. 

On coining out of the tower, we i‘nt<‘red into the 
gjillerics of a ruined cloister, wliieh led to a subter- 
rjiiiean church. We descended by si'vi ral steps under 
an elliptic arch, supported by a liandsoine colonnade. 
The ap]iearanee of an undergnnmd church lias always 
struck me with an effect at once imposing and alVeeting. 
'I'he mysterious darkness, and tlie solitude of these 
silent vaults, earry hnek the imagination to tlie first 
era of the creed, wlu'ii the Ohristians ri'lreated into 
deep caverns, to conceal tlieir mysteries from profane 
(‘ye.s, and to shelter themselves from persecution. In 
the Fast the majority of these churches appear built to 
(‘inlu'llish those j>riiMitiv(‘ asylums, and to adorn, with 
all the rii'hness of architt>eture, tlu^ huinl;>le 1‘etreats in 
which the faith was so long ontoinhed, as if to revenge, 
by a brilliant rt'paration, the humiliations and sutferings 
inijMised by pagan domination. Diit the* jieriod of per- 
.seentioii mast have reviveil for the unfortunate Chris- 
tians, since the namt* of tliis rtionninent, tlie Ftuiy 
Martyrs, wonhl lead to the eonelusion that it had been 
ii.s<‘d as a refuge by the faitliiul, w itlunit h<'ing snecess- 
fnl in jiroteeting them ; and iu>\v all is in ruiii.s. 'J’he 
naves ami etdomnnles, built by emperors, have not 
eomiiiaiulcd more vt‘speet from the coiujiierors than 
the humble grotti>es of the first disei}>l('s of the cross ; 
the arches are used for stables, and the cloi.st(‘r.s for 
hajTaek.s. 

Tliero wore still some tombs of the time of tlie Cru- 
sade.s, hut tin* night }>rcvented ns from tarrying any 
longer; ' j wt*re obliged to return to our lodging, and 
prepare our caravan for the morrow, 'flic Aga of 
Kainla gave ns an escort, and ordered the emruss ill 
chief not to leave my side for an instant in the defiles 
•f tile inoniitains wt* were about to enter, and to follow 
my direclioiis in all partienlaiv. Tin* resjieet of tlio 
IMahoiiietans for Imropean females fi i-ins a singular 
contrast to the dependent stat»* in wliieh they keep their 
own. We had every reason to bo gratified at the 
extreme .attention and solicitous politeness of this 
janissary. Kee^iing Ins eye constantly on the Arab 
mare I was riding, he seeineil alarmed when I ventured 
to urge it forward, and was lost in surprise that 1 could 
pre.scrve my cijiiilibrinm in tbo precipitous roads we 
had to scale, lit* was of great utility to us afterwards, 
when wo met in the midst of these gorges a host of 
pilgrims returning from Jerusalem, who blocked up 
the jiassage. lit* compelled them to yield us the least 
diliicult part of the road, among the bloeliiS of granite 
and the voots of shrubs wdiieli lined the ravine* and 
prevented us from rolling over the precipice. Witliout 
ids authority, the long file of the procession might have 
; ambled ns headlong down, if the rear had given iinpc- 
tas to the head of the column. 

(Quitting Dainla, tlie route continues throngli tin* plain 
for two U*agues. We stopjied at .Jacob's well ; but not 
I h.avhig a pitcher to draw up the water, wliieli was far 
j down, we continued our way. 'rids vdiole region pre- 
serves such vivid traces of the biblical times, that we 
are not at all surprised at, or lind the least difficulty in 
admitting, the traditions which give tlie name of Jacob 
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to a well which etill exist?*, and we expect to see the 
patriarch watering' tljo tlocks of Rachel, ratht'r than 
entertain any doubt of his identity. It is only alter 
reflection that we are seized with astonishment ortloiibt, 
when the lapse c>f 4000 years, and the various phases 
which humanity lias undergone, j>res('nt themselves to 
the imagination, and eausc one's t'aitli to stagger ; but on 
the other hand, in a where water is found at long 
intervals of three or four houi’s, a well or a spring 
must Jjavt? been as important an (d)j.>c( in ]>ast ages as 
at present, and thus its name may have beim as reli- 
giously preservt'd as that *>f tlu' towers ol Ibivid, or the 
cistt'rns of Solomon. We sliortly entered upon the 
mountains of Judea ; the road beea.nio ditheult, soine- 
tiiiies along tlu’ edge of a ])reeipiee, leaving to the horses 
just room enough lor their feet ; sometimes fragments 
of roek, rolled and heaped across the path, formed a 
rough .staircase, wliicli Arabian horses alone are cap- 
able of clearing; but liowewr toilsome tlu* (rack, it 
pres('nt('d no danger comparable to that incurred on 
the route to llamana. 

At the summit of the first peak, wi- turm d round 
for an instant to enjoy a inagnilic('nt \ie\v over all the 
country that we had just, traversed, as far a^ the shore 
beyond Jaffa. Although all was still around ns, the 
horizon on the sea, rid ami lowering, animunced to an 
e.\]>ericnced eye the coming tempi st ; alreadyporien- 
tou.s waves were heaving llio shijts iii the roadstead ; 
■wi^ att(?inpted to distinguisli ours, ami thought <d liuvse 
who had romnined on. hoard. Alysad foreliodings were 
far from cliimerieal. On the following day .‘'cveral 
vi'ssels were throw’u on this dangi'roiis e«ia^t. ami ours, 
after having for a long time dragged it.s am hov, '-napped 
its cable in the miilst of a ti'ighllid .sipiall. Alter this 
momentary halt, wo desceiuK il the other side ot the 
mountain to have etlu.'i’s ag-dii to seah', smiieliuies over 
avalanches of stone*-, whiel' .-^.llde from under our hor.ses’ 
feet, and at other litnes along the margin of a narrow 
cornicing. The hills on both sidi's wiTe (dteii well 
woodi.'d ; the bright gn.’eu of the jn autiful clusters of 
.strawberry btmhes tiiid wild launds, formed a ^tr«>ng 
contrast to the meagre foliage of the mastics and <-li\et . 
Water is frequi'iitly the only ingredient wanting to 
render the landsea]»e complete. 

Jiut a sjiectach.* of a diifereut complexion was in wait 
for UH. A jti’oces.sioii of niimberles.s jtilgrim:-, of all 
nalion.s, rettiniing from Jeru.-al' io, wa.s «1' lilisi-g imme- 
diately in Iront of us, IVom tin.' top trf a dry and nalo'd j 
mouiitahi, and wimling down to the gorgi- wliieh v e 
were traversing. ..Vv> wor ls can de-’inahe the pielur- 
esijiie effect (d’ this sceiu’, tie- \ai ie(y of cob. nr i, of cos- | 
tunics, of attitudes; trooi the rich Arim'inan to the 
jujorest mendiirant monk, i.'^ ery thing ecntrihnfi d to 
emhelli.di it. Aftej* admiring the general ei!* et^we liad 
full irisui’e to examine tiie' iletails, dnring tile two iiours 
that elap.-ed m oiir mutually pa.s.sing each i.Toer. Aow 

< ' . I- i. liis hamh- lire 

caiiy Si:ate<l on a red and golden saddl<', 1 lie l.iridle of 
his horse h-M l,y two sai's, and followed by a i-rowd on 
foot, a cavrdeade rcseniiiling the triui^jdial marcl of ;i j 
papal legMle in tiie rniddli? ages; llien came a poor 
family, the* fatlier of which, with liis pilgrini'M staff in 
his liand, b.d a nmle loaded with little* eliildn.-n ; tie- 
eldest, perched on tlie in.-(‘k of the animal, In ld a. cord 
by way of hridkg ami a taper as a standard. 'J'ln? otlc-r 
childriMi, crowded in jrvimicrs sinng on ai'li side, were . 
gnaw’ing the remains i .f con.s< <Tat -d I n ad ; the motle-ig j 


was intorsporseJ at intervals by camels loaded with 
enormous bales, and accompanied by their moukres in 
the Arab costuiuf', a ve.st and Avido pantaloons of brow n 
clotli streaketl with blue, and a yclloAv kerchief on tho 
head. Ne.xt appeared tlm Armenian families; tho 
woinc’n, coiieealcil under the large white veil, w(‘ro tra- 
velling ill a tactrewaii^ ti sort of cage homo upon two 
mules; the men, in long robes of a deep colour, tlieir 
Iiead.s envelojK'd with the great square calpack of tho 
iiihnhitant.s of Smyrna, Avere leading their sons by tho 
hand, avIioso grave, relleetivo, and calcnlating aspe<*t, 
gavm no appearance of the sprightliness of cbildliood. 
flroek sailors, and tiu? captains c>f pirate vessels, %vho 
had coint* from the ports of Asia Minor and the Archi- 
pelago, with ship-loads of i)ilgrim.s, as a slavi.T with 
negroe.s, were .SAveariiig in llieir energetie tongue, and 
urging on the march to get their Iminaii cargoes re-ein- 
barlve<l a.s quickly as possible. A sick child AA^as carried 
oil a litter, Avith its parents by its side, Avee]>ing tlieir 
di.sippointed hopes of the miraeuloiis cure, Avliich tliey 
had aiiticipateil from their pious iiilgrimage. Alas! f 
akso wept ; 1 had bo[)ed and ])rayeil like them ; but 
more imforfun.ite than tliey, i liad not e\eu uncertainty 
as to the extent of my misfi/rtune. 

At the end came a crowd of Avretclied ragged (^)pts, 
nu‘n, AAoinen, and children, dragging tlieiM.selves along 
as if just discharged from an hospital. The Avliolo troop, 
seorelied by the sun, ainl jtanling A\ith thirst, Avere 
struggling to ket'j) uji with the caravan, and to avoid 
being left behind in the detih's of the mountains. 1 
blushed at seeing myself on Imrsel-ack, escorted by janis • 
.saries, encompassed by devoti.'d friends, w ho secured mn 
from every danger, every dillienlty, whilst a faith .so 
lively had led siieli a multitude of inilividuals (o bravo 
faiigne.s, maladies, and priAations of all sorts. I'hey 
Aveiv indi ed inm jalgrim-. I Avas but .*i. tr:i\ ('llei*. 

I.letweeii ibis fir.-«l eliain of me.nnlains and the las? 
heiglits wlu'’b eoinmaiid Jerusalem, .are tbe pre(t\ \;ib 
and village of Ji-remiali. AV • bad just p;is.-,ed before thi* 
ubH.ireek elmreb, which, like many odiors, i.s now a 
stahlf, when Ave suav al)oul HIty Arabs, disp »sod stuni- 
eirenlarly on the .side of ih<: hill, and .‘•(lU.'ittrd under 
bejiulitiil olive- tree.'S In tlio middle of the circle, and 
on a .small (.-iesation aboAt.! the sal llie eiiief, lie- 

famous Aixuigo'-b. Slaiiding by bis sido, w.- -aw lbs 
brotlieraiid lli.••.^o)|, loadctl A\itl) tlu-ir .-irm-', and holding 
pipos ; th( ir hor-os^ tied to the t rees b> hind I In mu, com- 
pli'ted the jiietnre. (hi tin’ ap]>ear.iii(*e of our eara\:tii. 
lie «-enl Jiis.'-»)n tospeal; Avith our dragom.'ui, Avlm niareln d 
in fi'oiil. Having learnt liiat tli” escort was condneliiiij' 
to Jerusalem tin- Avife ol the I' rank emir, Avliom lii'h.td 
seen six moiiTh.s before, In* sent t(.) beg ns to stoj) a.*'d 
take coffee. We were in no mood to refn.-.e the invita- 
tion, ami having di.stribiited jtrovlsions for the Jialt to 
our e;iAvass and nnuikres, Ave suffei'ed ourselve.-. to be 
conducted to ;; ,-hort. di, stance from ilie group of Arabs. 
'Hiero onr ''gnity re(|nirod that w«‘ should .st«)p, until 
tin y, in their tuvn,nn»ved rf;Avar<ls ns. Abongosii rose, 
and came to accost M. de Iknyeval. After lionouring 
nsAvitii many markj of jnJiieness, and otfering ns I'otfee, 
In.- reqneste-d a pri\ ate eonvi-rsalioii with me. 1 caused 
my comjjanion', to retire a few' paces, and by the medium 
'•1 the ini* t pret' i*. In- conimmiie:ite<l to me, that one ol 
bis brotlier.i was a. jirisoin'r of tin* ligyptians, and tliat, 
as ho ii :,lf>rstood .M. de faimartim* had grejit AM-iglit in 
the coiiiieilf, of Ihrahitn I'acha, ho beggt’d me to solicit 
! \s iiiU-rventiou mi Ids behalf, so that he might recover 


pale and at4;Mniated, ki‘})t up Avibi ii;fi'*nlty, suckling liis liln-rty. Wo Avere certainly very far from en joying 
an inlant lastened to hn- lire;, sis 1 v i Oi’oafi giriile. A the c.redit. tliat he ima;>,inerl ; luit elmnce so Avilled it, 
long file ol neophytes followi-d, each hoM ng .o enor- ti'at I 'uid it in my power* to ri'inler him sej’vice liy 
niou.s paschal taper, according t») tb- (jln . t ^m-m, d g tii"..' lii.s <*ansi; jjeaded before the coininaiider ot the 
chanting psa. ns in a na.sal ami nionoi.niiou‘- tm,.-. T.ir- Hg\ otem army. 

tlier on wure JewsAwtli red tuj-bans, long liia -i-: bi-arJis, j '• m li*awing near to Jerusale-m, tlie sight of tlio walks 
and penotrating *ind sii,j-,i<j-.. looking eyrs, s.e< mi; g • w.is i* n ’vepfi-fl by a largo encam]>!neiit of troops be - 
internally to curat a cree.l wlii- i. U;uMi.sin‘lmi i?ed tlnm ' Imiging t,. Ibrablni Jkiclia. Thi’ sentinels eanio forward, 

How came they a- x ng,! i liis crowd of ( hristians : exaniim-d ns, sjvJ.e to onr dr.'igoman, and then opened 

iSome of them had i.iKi-n . iv .uit.iL <j} I lie e.. re, van to I Ji<* passage for ir- through die eanij). Mb' .soon found 
vi.sit tlie tomb of Da vid or rm- valley of Td.- rj;,.-.. ;,rid onrs-ivf f»’oi of the general’.s tent. Tlie eurtain.^^ 
others weirc speculating on making n niey b\ nrn:..|;- Ir iug dr.-iv. .. .,a. k, we diswvered liim .stretched on a 

ing the inultitudo with proyisioua. Tlic cxvv.d on fool \ divan of tashemire, surrounded by his oificers; senio 
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slandiiig, and others seated on Persian cai’pets. Their 
garments of glaring colours, lined with heautiful furs, 
ainl oinhroidered with gold, their glittering arins, tlie 
black ttlavi!H who were presenting them coflee in silviu* 
cups, formcal for us a brilliant and novel spectacle. 
Around the tonts, saYs were walking some splemlid 
Arab stallions about, to allow the foam to dry on their 
shilling skins. Otliers fastem'd with shackles were 
neighing iniiiatiently, pawing llie ground, and darting 
firry glaiiees on a si|ua.droii of cavalry about to drpart. 
Tlie J>gy))tiaii troops, composed of young conscripts, 
jniserahly clad in a scanty nsl uniform, half I'inroj»ean, 
half Asiatic, formed a striking contrast to the Arabs, 
t'livi'loped iu their ample draperies. Yet it was these 
short, ugly, ill-imuh' lOgypdans, who wc're marching from 
coiupu.'st to coiKjUest, and making tlic sultan tremble at 
tlie gate of (Yuistaiitiiio{)le ! 

We entered tlie holy city Ity tlie Jlethlelu'm gate, 
tiiruing immediately to the left to reach llu^ (piarter of 
the Latin ronveiil. I’rinalrs not being received iu that 
estahlishnu.'ut, wo tortk possessi(»n of a Iiou.se generally 
iininhahiled, but which s« -rvi's foi- straugi-rs when the 
cement of the lh‘Iy Land is full. We stretelii d our 
maltras'^es upon beiurhes arraiigisl tor that purposi*, 
Jieping to r(‘]»ose fuirselves after the emotions of the 
journey, and to recover strength to support the new' 
aiul moiv (.‘\citing oni's in sLor«‘, Ihit, assailed by thou- 
.saiuls of in'- .‘ts, iiiosipiitoes, lli'as, and bug wliii'li bad 
liiiubiless 1 'll long out of pastures In tiu'se desei-t'-d 
ehaiiiix.rs, or, nil was far wei'sei d* sii[>]'ose, Inul bt.*en 
left thei'e 1 »\ • ;h' of tliesc 1‘agged pilgrims whom we 

bad in< t on tie.' joad, all bo].e ef slee'p was Inini.-'hed, 
and tile niglit passed o\(.r iu vain atn.iupt ; to side !d 
iuirseh (‘s ii-ian attack, liv eontinual <'!iaugi of place. 

0) 11' ef eiir tra>elling eomi'auions, disn-ieirdmg our 
e\li(irla.ti<tiis to patience, Ih'd foi- refiu:e to the t‘on\( nt. 

'1 be pibicijial eanu' to sec u s and told n-;. that il be ha*l 
been apprised uf oiir :-ifinition, he would have mad' 
arr.ini^emeiit-. for a more < liiid'ori.i hie lod.:i.ig, and pro- 
jiii^i'<l io liavf' rvor\ tiling in order ibr liie Ibliow in 4; 
mghi. 1 apelogi-u d le iu'iii, a*" til iiig him iha.f. we im' tied 
netliiim. and I Ita'l rea''')n lulilu-!: (or out* sus<‘ep;i! iiiiy 

1) 1 of thi.' lall' of p< and seli-'leni; 

)tri 'ipal w; aid ol snpei’ioi* mind, 

h a |>ro ouiid men and thing'. 

"a.k 1 1 h.id particular | 

idne''S, Ids met it. | 

i<i till' L:f< at uiilii_ f Id aineiic in the ceiivent. of 
l.:i:i( lit Ids (•; er ol' i I lief l-.-dow was 
soon to lini")) )»% tuailM’dom. at tl ..a'uuiit perha]'-; 

when }’,■• Haiti f d liiir if that iu- oidd < njoy ; onie 

repose in ill" n;iti\ e eouni iw . I la v ing eii b.u'ked '•horl 1 a 
alioroiir d< ]):irtnre, to n nirii iolo Spain, he was mas- 
sacred, with fifteoii oilier monks, I iv some ( I reek sailors 
not far from the coast" id’ t'\ prns, .\ ^Mahometan l.o-. ; 
wiio alone C'cajied from llu’ earna-^e, ^’oHoam d .iia 
dep.ouneed tie* a.":-as."ins, wIioA-ere arrested int'aru ^ 
mama, ’i'he priicipal A\as seareeiv Illiy y<-ar.soi a.'.;e. \ 

On the folJowing d.ay, as soon as the sun ’•.i"e. am 
commeiitssi ouryi"il to tin* saaiv ! ]ilaei.s. Ibil. ( niif* \ 
Ill'll.' stop, and he sileni on the di-ep emotim’s Tha' lie-".- 
spots caused ill me, liecauso they are all personal i-i my- 
self, iS'orwill 1 speak of ili«' apj i'ara nee of tile -a re< ts 
ol rjenisalem. an Inch are alreads de-'Ceibed bv iiu cotu- 
jiaiiioiis. I .shut up within my own bo.som ail the sen- i 
sations of my mind ; I needed not to Avrite tliem biNvn, I 
for they arc too jirofound cn er to be eiiaev'd fr >m iun 
recollection. If tlii'i'e be any loe.iHtii's in tin* world 
which have the mournful power of aruusingall that is 
sad and sorrowful in the liunian heaiT.and of responding 
to iidei’iial aijgtiish by, so to e.\j»r(.*ss myself, a material 
lanieiilation, lliev arc those when I poudereil. I-iverx 
step tliat is taken echoes in tlie 'leptlis of tin- .not bk ' 
tile void' of woe, and e\ery look falls on a meim nto of 
Imly grief, wliicli absorbs our individual sonows ia 
those iuelfabie agonies of Immanity, which wore here 
buffered, e.vpiated, and eonseerated. 

We departed from Jenisah nt at live iti (lie inoriiing. 
in order to iirrive at Ih thleluMn at the fmur at wiiicli 
tht.'y repeat iu.i.s,s in the grotio of >ditiviiy ; ati old 


Spanish monk, with a long heard, wrapped up in a ma^sh- 
lah* with wide blairk and >vbito stripes, Ins feet trailing 
on tho ground, being mounted on a very diminutive 
donkc'y, led tlie way, and served as a guide. Although 
it was the month of April, an icy wind blew vvitli vio- 
lence, and tlireateiujd to overturn both me and my 
lior.se. Jt was a stinall from the teinpe.st on the Sea of 
Jaffa, which reached even here. The dust Avhich was 
whirled about almost liliudeil me ; J abandoned tho 
reins of my mare to the Arab sais, and drawing my 
maslilali around nui, I buried my.self in the rejections 
to which the I'outo T was traVer.sing, and the objects 
consecrated by tradition, naturally gave rise. But these 
objects arc all too wt 1 known for 1110 to linger on their 
description ; the olive if the prophet Klias, tho fountain 
wlu're the star apjii ared to tlu; magi, the site of liiimn, 
whence issued the voice of avuc that was echoed in my 
(»Avn bosom, all excited in me sensations loo profound 
for iraiismission to pa]ier. 

The Latin coiivi'iit of Biuhleliein had been closed for 
elevi'ii nioiilhs by the plague, but for seme time tbore 
liari b(!en no fresh victims ; ;ind Avhen we* prcsi’iited our- 
selves at the small low gat(j Avhich si rvesas aii entrance 
to tin; nion.sstery, it was opeiieil for iis.-j- Alte?’ having 
j»;i.'Sed, cn«' bv one, sto()[)ing inuler tho narrow door- 
A\ay, our first emotion was tliat of surprise, at finding 
ourselv(‘s in a majestic ehureli ; forty-eight marble 
columns, each of a single l.ilock, range'd in two roAvs on 
eaeli side, Idrini. d b\e iiavt.'.'J, surmounted by a massive 
frame of cedar-w (lod ; but Ave locked in vain for tlu: 
altar or tlie puljiii ; all av.is broki'ii, ruined, despoileil ; 
and a wall, rudely eeiiu uted, tlivided this beautiful mo- 
mnneiit of the birth of tlm cross, .and thus loncojiled 
the part reserveil |br Avorship. th** possession of which 
tho ditfi-n ut (■liri."iian -eets still dispute amon-gst them- 
sehes. 'I’lie iia\e li<'lougs t'l 1 he l.atins, but it .Si'vves 
merelN as ;t vestibuh lo the eoiiv». nt ; tie y Itavc walled 
lip tie- largo gate, and tiio ]o\v]Misiern hvAvhieh avc Iiad 
cut. red AN IS c'Oi".ii‘U(.'!(''l to pi'olect tliese venerated 
I'elie- frotn the proiaii.'it ion of the liordes (>{' Arab bri- 
gaiu!', Nvbo iiM'd to penetrate on liorseback even to tlic 
loot of the altar, to levy e.vaetions on the monks. The 
sujiorior n'ceived us Aviih ('onliabty ; Ills mild, calm, and 
I eoiit oiinti'uauei; Avas «.''pially distant from tho 

a!i"t jdty < the ;mehorii('. and the jovial mdilfi.uvtiec of 
wiiii h th'’ (onks ai'e aeeused. He asked several (jiK’S- 
ti'Ui; pi'etiiig the ei'tiiitry that we Juid }>assed on our 
way, ail I the LgA plian t reo}i" that Avere encamped so 
Hear till 111. l.leN.ii months’ si'elusion had rendeivd 
him eag r for m aas : and lie A\as i xtremely rejoiced to 
b arn thai Ibr.'ibim Ikieha c vleii'led protection to the 

t li!'isli.*ni opulatioii oj’.^u ia. 

After a. I'Nv moments' r»‘si, an e got n'ady to hoar mass 
ill lh«.‘ Cli:ip< 1 of the Manger. I'liey lighted a feidilo 
lantern, and Ave i!e-.;t*eiiiled, ]ireeeded liy the brethren, 
o :i long labyvimh of s. .’o'erranean corridors, wbicli 
AN\‘ laid t') tr:iver,,i' in t>ider to reaeh the- sacivd grotto. 
Tliese vaults are fall i f tomhs and memorials ; — here 

^ 't he have inaiifle of ;ln.' l.eilo lia .Aral) i-; so called. 

i idt' iiiletii'in a "ouill ll.iue 'it uatod a feNV niilcii south from 
.lo: ii"ak-m, en t'ue faee ef a risiiu; groimd, “ at the souLliern side 
of a dt t'li A alley, mliiu; e.i"! and west. Slandiny upon an 
aeelivity. the l<iw iT of the reek is o\o.avii(ed. and iiMially 
fieiNes a-i .1 "tahie for eatUe. mneii for tho plaeo of Nativity 
I heiiiii under ^;ronnd.”--io/-''ao'f'a. Over llio cavern, ]>ointod out 
’ l»y tradition ;i- ihe seeiiti of tlie Idrth (>f the infant .Ie>us. a eon 
i \i iAt and ehun h h.ive been civeteil, and tho ewN^'n itself forms 
1 a subterr.meail ehapeb into Avbieh ^Irau^ers uv' eondueted by 
tbe monks atlaelied to the esluhlishnieiit ; it i.-i ealli'd the tdiapel 
ef f’e Mainror. “ i'lie nn alls of t!u' convent contain all tliat is 
most iiiti-i.'.-.intr in Iterhbhoni, but oufsido the walls also are 
l>!aees con."CCrate<l in bibb' liislory. tstandiiij' en tbe bii;li table 
i of i^nmud in fvvint of the onvenl, one of the monk' pointeil out 
I tlie f.mnlaiu AA here, when Havid Avas tiiirsting, his youn.s: men 
p.-o. iired him Avatev ; and iu tbe ivar I’f tbe I'onvent is a beauti- 
ful N alley, liuving in the midst. ei it a ruitied vill.ii;''. niaikio^'tbo 
j I'l. 'O where the shcpherd.s Avere ^vatl'biM:; fbeir Ito.'k.s at nijtht, 
•11 the angel eaiue down and aiuiouueed (o tln'in the torch of 
-be Saviour. 'I'he scene Ava- ]).'istoial a-' it had been cit>btCCA 
j liuiubvd jears bci'olO.'’—.yh’y'«.-.r.V Iru'i'lults rrdVil.y 
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tlic tomb of Sami Jerome, there that of Santa Paula,* of 
Saint Eustachius, and the pit of the liinocentH. But 
nothing could arrest our atti'ution at this luouieut ; the 
dazzling light from thirty to forty l:imi>s, under a small 
arch at the oml of the ])asstige, showed us the altar 
raised on the place of the Nativity, and two stej)s lower, 
on the right, that of the Manger. 'J’liese natural grot- 
toes are partially covered with marble, to protc*ct them 
from th{i indiscn'ct piety of the ])ilgrinis, who were wont 
to batter down tlie walls to carry away the fragments ; 
but we could still touch the naked rock behind the slabs 
of marble with which it is lined ; and the vault in gene- 
ral yet presents the irregularity of its ju’imitive torni. 
( Irnamcnts have ]H*t Jiere, as in s«mu' other saeri'd 
places, altered nature in such a manner as to induce 
«b)iibts touching their identity, hut s('rve merely to 
]>res(‘rve the natural formation. On considering these 
arches and hollows in the rock, we immediately recog- 
nise that they must have serv('d for stables to the flocks 
which the shepherds guarded in the plain, which is 
yet covered with green pastures, extending to a great 
distance beneath tlie rocky table-laud, which the church 
and convent crown like a citadel. 'I’he ontt'i* opening 
of the vaults which eommunicated witli the j>asture- 
laiid has been closed up; hut a few jiaees lu'ytmd, an- 
other cavern of the same kind can be visitetl, which 
uiidoubtt'dly was used lor a similar purpose. 

We assisted at the mass. 'I’lie tone inwliich my mind 
unfortunately found itself, renders un* unal>le to expix'ss 
what these foealitii's and eereinonii's w(‘re .so well eal- 
oulatcd to inspire; evi'ry tiling within iin; was resolved 
into a deep and mournful ('motion. An Arab wc»man, w ho 
came to have her newly-born hajitised on the altar of 
the Manger, inerea.s('d my afilietion. Aft('r mass we 
returned to tlie convent, not by the subterranean corri- 
dor, but by a wide and comtuodious staircase, wbieli 
ended at the cross of tin? cinirch, behind the wall of 
separation of which 1 liav(‘ spoken. This staircase 
fonniu'ly belonged equally to the. twd (I reek and l.atin 
communions: at present, the (Irecks alone ‘ njoy it, 
and the fathers of Botlih ln'in were vehement in thoir 
eoiuplaints to n.s of this usiu'pation. Tlu'v wisluid to 
impose on us tin; task <A' giving e/foet to their ix'iiion- 
stranc*(!s in Kiirope; and wo (*(»nld w ith diftinilty con- 
vince them, tliat, altlioiigh Freiieli, we ]'o--ossed no 
authority t«j compel a restilv.titm of tlioir riglns. 

The two lateral naves, wliieii gave tin* foriii of aci’oss 
to the ancient church, are now turned into chajx ls, 
the one belonging to the Armenians, and the otli(*r to 
the Latins. In tlie centre is ilie cliief altar, placed 
iiniiK'diately above the grotto ; tlie elioir is s<-[»arated 
from it by a grating :md a wall of gilded wainscoting, 
which conceals ilie sanctuary of the (ireeks. 

Tlie Greek church, in the Last, is much richer than 
the Homan ; with tlie latt(T, all is lowly and mi.'ck — 
witli the f<»rni(;r, pomp and show. The rivalry which 
arises from their respective position^, jiroduees an 
extremely painful iiiqiression : it is gri«;\ous to behold 
wrangling and discord, in places whipli sliould iii-piia* 
only charity and love. • 

The foundatiun of the church is attributed to Saint 
Helena, as well us of most of tlie other CJiristian edi- 
licf's in Palestine. Ihit it is obji;cted, that having 
visited Syria at an adviuieed tinu; of life, she could not 
have got S(> many structures coTiiplet( d ; yet it is not a 
question of time or space, as it is (joife evidi.-nt that her 
creative will aiul ]»ioii- zeal may liave-j’iiled tiie com 
inencemeiit vl inunuim-nls whieii were teroiinated after 
lier death. 

(.)n our return to the ciiiiveut, an ex(.elh-n\, 
was ottered us in t.li«‘ vefecti.rv hv tin; -.upi'v. .1 win o- 
wo nuittedwit ro-vot, inail ouikoI-.cs of 

* [Thif? w.-’fl n nolilf Tiornan l..fly who founded hcvcr.sl monas 
tcrics about HetiilehcTu. wl,k)» arc t„.w in laiins. su.- was the 
mother of Eustachius. Saint .1. innu., .ns is wdl known, trans- 
lated the version of M JUblr r-dnptcd by tlie tnmroi. of koiiw', 
and called the Vulgate. '1 Jn* si no, in whim Iw liaimlnt. d it is 
likewise shown in this piesagu, as also the wher ; Joseph 
Veiled upttt the Virgin Mary \\a.s delivered onicrbon.J 


tho hours tluat remained to vl.sit the surroiinding loca- 
lities. On descending towards tin* jilain, we were show'ii 
a grotto, where tradition alleges that the Holy Virgin 
was concealed biTorc her d('])arture for Egypt. (_)ii 
some Indglits wliicli command JU'thlchem, we jx'rciuvt'd 
the ix'inains of towxu’s w'hicli mark different encamp- 
ments of tlui cnisader.s, and whicli still bear tli(‘ nanios 
of those heroes. Wi* passed tliem on tlu> left, and 
descended by rugged and disagn'cable roads. 

After an hour’s mareli, w'o came to a small narrow 
and enclosed valhiy, w'attired by a limpid I’ivulet. It 
is the garden of Solomon, sung in tlu' Song of Songs. 
In truth, it is the only spot amidst the x'oe.ky snmmits 
which eneoinpass it where any ciiUure could tlonvisli, 
and this valley iimst in all tinu's have bi'cii a delightful 
garden, tilled with tlu* greatest ear*', and j>rt'S('iitiiig, 
witli its lovfly and liumid verdure, tin* most striking 
(Contrast to tlie siony dryness of all aror.ml it. It is 
perliaps half a leagiu* long. We ])iirsu(Ml the eoursi* 
of the meandering stream, shaded by w illows, at limes 
skirting its grassy banks, at oIIuts bathing ilie ba't of 
oiir horses in its transparent watc'rs iqion tin* polislied 
pebbles of its bed, and oeeasionally crossing from om‘ 
bank to the other liv a plank of cedar. We at length 
reached tiu' foot of tlii' rocks, Avliicli form tlu* natural 
barrier of tlu* valley. A peasant, oflered to serve as 
guide in condneling ns up tlu* a.scent, but iiisistt'd upon 
tile nc'cessity of oiir disniomitiiig, and giving our Imr-es 
to his a.ssistants, who, by taking ti long round, would 
bring them to us at the top. 

\V«‘ turned to tlie right, and emitiinu'd a ]>alnful 
asemit for near :in hour. W hen arrivc'd at tlu* sum- 
mit, w'(‘ found tlu? most beautiful remains of antiquity 
that we had yc't s(*eTi ; three iimnens<‘ eisteni.s, luJlDwed 
in the live rock, and following ibe slope of the nioim- 
taiii, om* above the oilier, as on terraces. 'I’be ivalb, 
are as edeaii, and tlie edge^, a.*' sliarji, as if they Iia»l 

l. u'cn just Hni.slietl. 'rin ir banks, eoV(*red with llags 

like a (puiy, echoed inuler the liorses’ r< ct. 'I'lu sc* 
beautiful basins, fillc il with transparent watt r on tlu* 
top c.»f an arid mountain, .'istonish tlu* iniiul, aiul give a 
high idea of llie pouer which conceived and I'Xecuted 
so a j)r<*jeet ; they an* lik»*\\isc* .‘it (rihutc*tl to 

.'^oloinon. W'hil.st I wa.s engagi*d in eont< nq>latitig 
llieni, my companions nu asnrecl iln ni, and foniul eaeh 
abcuit 400 fi*c*t long and ]*>'> wide*; the Hr*-! is tin? 
loiig<*st, tile last tiu* widc'st, having at least ‘JOii b-c t at, 
the iiioutli, and enlaiging to tin* top. Aliove tlu* 
Iiiglit*st of tli<*se gigantic eisti'riis, a small s]iring, (*on- 
e<.*al(*(i UTub*r .sonu- tufi.s of grass, is the .signal foimraiu 
of the liihlc*. and is ilu* .sede* fci'iler of tin* resc'rvoirs 
wliieh anciently ))our(*d into aqiu*diiets, eonieying tin* 
water to the temph* at .leiusal<*m ; tlu* remains of tiu sc* 
aqiu*duels o«*c*iirn'd fi'f*qiu*ntly 011 onr route. ;\t. a 
>hort. di.stanei*, (dd ))attl('nu*nt(*d walis, pndialdy of tie* 
ernsa.diiig era, surr(»inuKd an (*iielosur(*, when* tradi- 
tion supjK»s«‘s Giat Scdoiiion liad a ]*alaee for Ids wonu'ii. 
Then* searee;> reinaiii any \(*.stlgi s of it, and the place, 
eovi-red with dung .'iiul tilth, is now us(*(i a.s a yard to 
u lii(*h fin* slie|)li(‘rd.s and llio eatih* I'c'tire in tlu; night 
uiu-n staying on tin* iiioimtain.s, in t lu* ]»a.st iiragc* seasc.n, 
as oil ilu; Alps 111 Switzerland. W’c? i-i‘t iiriied to d<*ru- 
salc iu by ;ui aiu*li.*nl road, wide? and ]>a^ed, c*all(*d tlu* 
Way of Scdonion, which is sliortc*i and more direct 
than tin ( in? wi* liad taken in tlu* morning; it does not 
pas.s by j.c-ti ieliem. 'I’lu* night w.is we ll ad\anecd 
w b' ii w( (’iit(.*i’ed bj iK'atli the arclicd gate of tin* jdl 
gri m.s. 

tin th ‘^-Ith A])ril, afh*!* liaving visited for tlie last 
time tlu holy t«»inb, wc? i*(*qU('Ktcd tin; eceh'siastic wlio 

ac, c«*'>ipaiii(*(l us to h.-ad ns round tluj exterior of the 

chinch, to give us a right eoiua ptioii of tin* ini*qnalif i‘;s 
(d «ri' which might exjilain tlu‘ union of tlu? 

;.(*pnlcbn‘ :tnd (d* t’alvary in tluj sann? iiioiiuinent. Tin's 
• rciiit i.s d.'tlicult, fu/cauhe tlu? church is (*n(.'!onipasscd 
with buildings wliicli (dj.stnict tin? (•ommunicatioii ; but 
by going thi'ougli some conrP ards and liouses, wc sue- 
c(*e(lei' in satisf^y mg ouj'serives upon tho points which 
iiit(?i*isted afterwaids mounted on liorHcback 

to go j'ouiid the walla of tho town, and visit tlic tombs 
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of tho kings. To the north of Jerusalem, going out by 
the Damascus gate, about half a league off, we found 
uii tixeavation in the rock forming a court nearly tw<uity 
feet deep, closed on three sides by walls of rock cut with 
the chisel, oilering tlio a|>pearaiico as if carved with 
their .seulptiire.s out of the stone itself, representing 
doorways, pilasters, and frie/i'S, of b(‘autiful w’orkman- 
{^hip. We may pri sunio that the gradual accuinulatioii 
of soil has choked up sevcu'al feiit of this excavation, 
for the opening whicli exists on tlje left to enter into 
tho saiietnary is so low, that wo could only get tlirough 
it hy crawling. Wo succc( (Ied in introdneing ourselves 
with (xtrenie diflicidty, and in gtdtiiig the torches 
lighted. C'luiuls of ])ats, aroused by our invasion, as- 
sailed U.S, and tbught, as it were, to defend tludr terri- 
tory ; and if n ireat had b«'on ('asy, 1 beliiivo we should 
have j-eeoi]< <l boforti tliom. Dy degrees tho Inibbub 
ceased, and wo were (‘iialiled to examine those sepul- 
chral ehambers. ley are excavated, and out in the 
liv(‘ rock, 'flu; angles are as acute, and the walls a 
gh>.‘-‘sy, as if the workmen had polished tluuu in the 
<|iiarry. We visited live of tluoii, eomiuunieatiug with 
each othi'r hy ojx'nitigs, in which were fixed, without 
<loiiht. Mocks of stone, liewn in the foiaii of doors, wliicli 
were King oil the ground, giving rist; to tlie eoiicliisioii 
tliat eaeli chaniher Iiad hemi dosed and sealed, when 
■ Indies, hollowed in the sides to receive the sareo- 
igi oi- cinerary urns, were tilled. Who were, or who 
Wf'ro inl( tided to lie, the inhabitants of alxifles prepared 
at siieh prodiglmis cost i It is a <jUestion still invtdved 
in donltf ; tlieir origin has heeu a silltject of lively con- 
test. The interior, wliidi is simple, and of great size, 
may beiong to the remotest aiiliipiity ; but there is 
nciinng particular date. Tlie e; 

.'^(•nl|.lui ol’ ( \edlent workmanship and <»f ; 
pure .sceniNU^ beitf the ilistant t'pocli of tin king 

ofdiidc; t .sir I. liave seen Kalb<‘k, iny iih'as ha ve 
been ill! inodil d as to the perfection to which the 
i‘K ba.'l arris ed bei'ore. a>,eerlaiiu'd eras. 


the house of the dead. I am not aware whether this 
subjtict has been tnjated, hut it appears to mo to offer 
to the pencil all the charms of contrast aiul harmony. 

On tiie ‘26th April we cast our last look upon Jeru- 
salem, and resumed in sadiujss the route to Jaffa. On 
entering the valU^y of Jeremiah, tho sounds of a savage 
music attracted our attention, and we perceived, in tho 
distance, a whole tribe of Arabs deliling on the side of the 
hill. 1 sent the dragoman forward, and he returned to 
tell us that the crowd w'as assembled for the interment 
of a chief, and that we might advance without fear. He 
informed us afterward.s that this cliief had suddenly 
died the day before whilst hunting, from having iiiliaied 
a venomous jilaut. ; hut tlu; character of tiie Arabs of 
Naplous, whose costume these people wore, induced u.s 
to believe that he had fallen a victim to the hatred of 
some rival chitT. NotwiLlistamling their warlike habits 
and imposing manners, the credulity of this simple race 
resembles that of eliildren ; the recital of any thiug 
marv<*lloUH <l(‘lights them, and never raises tile least 
doubt ill their minds. One of our Arab friends, a man 
of good inlVu-mation and judgment, has freipiontly as- 
sured us, with every mark of internal cuiivielion, that 
a seheik on Lebanon possessed tlie stxrri't of the magic 
woj'ds which had been einployeil in primitive times to 
i the gigantic blocks of lialbek, but lliaihe was t( 
good a (.'hristiaii cvct to make u.se of tliem, or to divulge 
them. \Vc pressed our burst's forwanl, ami joinetl tlit? 
funeral proct*ssiou. In the iniddle was the bier, borne 
on a litter, liitl under ru*h draperit's, and surmounted 
} with the turban of tin.' ()>maiilis ; Aral) women, naked 
i to the waist, their long black hair stri'aming t»ver their 
I shoulders, tlu'ir breasts l)ruise(l,aiiii their arms extomled 
in the air, went bt?fore tin' body, uttering ciie.s, sing- 
ing doleful tlitties, wringing their Ininds, and tearing 
their hair; musicians, striking a sort of large drum 
( and tamhourins, atreompanied tin.* voice.s with a cmu- 
I timuMl ami momdtmoiis roil. At tin' head of the pro- 
I ci;ssiou marched tlu; brother of tlm defiiiurt ; his horse. 


'■ontimu I oiir exeuvsiini through some olive | covered with beautiful angora skins, and adorned with 
liebK, (1(.'..( ling jjgain to the Valley of Jelioslia- j red ami gobl buttons, swinging on tho head and chest, 


pba?, wi- ascended to tliv3 soutli by tlu f Sion. 

'i'iU' (end of David, (be holy site of tlu; I.ast Supper, 

I tile Tj'nienian eliureli, in wlii< li is the .stone roile*l ^ 
to ilii' door el’ the lutly sepn!chr<', di'lermined us to j 
'’iit< • by the gate Ijiih-tl- ! hu>i(d ; Init when wt; wished 
be sub i rriuuan vault, in winch tradition places 
tile bones of (be l oyal jjfopber, llie 'I’lirks objected, and 
stat( d tiiat access was absolnlely forbitldeii. They ima- 
gine that immen.M* riches were buried in tlii.s royal cavt', 
.Mid that >{rangers arc* a^-juainled with the secret, ami 
eoiiir to lind and carry llu iii olf. 

Tlu- place o!' the La^t Snpiu'r is a large archcil rotun, 
siijiporli il by columns, and blackem*d liytinu*; if tlu; 
.ineieiit .•ij»poaram-e «d‘ a building lx* c.iuisidered any 
pi'ooi', it has all tile marks of remote antinuity. Sitnatod 
on Miuint .Sion, b*‘yund tlu* walls of the city at that, time, 
it is (jiiite pos?,ibU; that the diseipb-s may have retire<l 
tliere aflei- ijie resiirreclioii, ami wi-re then; assembled 
at. the time tif I’eiil vcost, as the pojuilar trailltioiis assert. 
Vet the sack of .ienis;iJem by 'Titus left scarcely any 
tiling stamling but the to\Vi*rs and a part of the w;dls; 
hut, on till* oilior baud, the sites r; niained .'>uiru ’• nily 


was capi'i'ing to tlu* sounds of the discordant music. 
ITie.st.s, in rich liabilinieiits, wi re waiting for tho caval- 
cade IxTort; tin* door ot a tomb, sunnounted with a 
doiiu*. supported by an open colonnade ; immediately 
opposite, them was a ruined eluircb, whoso terraced 
roof was covered with women in long white veils, vo- 
scmblin.g the priestesses at aneieiit sacrilices, or the 
! lamciiter,s at the monumenls of Memphis. \\Tien tho 
hrotlier of the chief approached the tomb, he got off 
horseback and tlirew himself into the arms of tlie prin- 
j eipal priest, with tlu; mo>t lisely demonstrations of 
j grief; the latter exhorted biiii to submit liimself to the 
i will of (iod, and to sliow himself worthy of succeeding 
; hi.s bvollier in tlu; eoinmami of the tribe. In the mean- 
• line the cavalcade arrived, <l‘'po>.ited the body, arranged 
i itself round the little temple, and tlie songs were shouted 
with more vihemeiice than ever. Tlu-.st; mournful per- 
lormuuces, this funereal pomp, tliesi' liMuns of despair 
uttered in a .strifige toiigiu, with strange rites, seemeil 
to us a livinguu inento of lliose lamentations with which 
j .Jeremiah liad filled this identical valley, and which Still 
, echo through tho biblical w orld.** 


w ell known, and tlu; early Cbristitins must have attaclu d 1 
grr-at imjiorlaneo to Jicrpetuating llu;ir rt lueinhi'ance, j 
by successive constructions on tJie identical spots, ’.nd 
often with tlie fragnu'nts of tin; old momnneiits. Hut 
det.’iils nj'oii Jerusalem could bi; nothing but repetitions, 
and 1 fjuit with regret a subject to which my memory 
will unceaHingiy revert. I w ill say but one word, ijuite , 
apart from religious impressions, on the aspect of llit; i 
village of toiulis (Siloa), which, like a beautiful picture, 
is still ju’cseut to my mind. The population of sa.vago 
Aralis, (Kvelling in tho sepulchral eaves and grottoes, 
Would offer (o a painter a scene of tho mo.st original 
nature, Letlnin figure tohim.self tho deeji valley of fSiloti, 
with caverns presenting their openings like the mouths 
of ovens, scattered one above the other on tlu; side til 
tho rock, and living beings, men, women, and children, 
ibsuing out of these sepulchral caves like phautums from 


DT-PAJiTUlM*: FROM JAFFA. 

We cinhark in a high sea, whose eno^anous waves 
tine like liills of foam against the rei-f of rocks ; we 
wait a moment mulcr lee of these rocks until the wa\c 
1 has passed, and then pull witli all our force into l!ie 
I open sea; hut tho vvavi'S return, and lift ns like a cork 
upon their ei*ests ; we fall again as into an abyss, and 
.si‘e 'leitlier tho ship nor tho shore; we are again tos-sed 
op, and again tumble downwards, the spray pouring on 
us like a downfall of rain. M'o at length arrive at tho 
ship's side, hut its heaviiigs were so gi-i at that wo dare 
j lu't approach for fear of being struck hy tlio yards 
t dipping ill the w'avcs ; we wait for an interval ot hollo>y, 
1 .1 rope is fastened, and w'o reach tho deck. Tho wind U 
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coutmry; m remaia, drifting on our anchors, o\poscd j chorage or harbours; wo must submit either to put the 
ovcry instsiiit to shipwreck, if the prodigious motion of I siii Is uhuckf ^nd houvo-to in the midst of tins sou^ or go 
the billows succeeds in bn’uking tJiom. Wc pass tho before the wind, which blows towards Cyprus. There 
hours in physical and niciital anguish amid this Ji-ight- we should have ii roadstead and an asylum, but we are 
ful rolling. During the evening and the night the more than eighty leagues from it. However, I give my 
wind whistles, like the shrill pljungs of an organ, voice for Cyprus, and the helm is instantly turned ; tho 
amongst the masts and rigging ; the vessel bounds like wind drives us nine knots an lionr, but the sea does not 
a bull striking the earth with Iiis lierns ; the bowsprit fall. A few spoonfuls of cold broth redresh my wife 
plunges into tho sea, and seems about to bo altogether and my companions, who are still extended in their 
engulfed each time that tbo waves lilt up tlie stern; Jiammocks. 1 myself eat a morsel of biscuit, and smoko 
W'e hear tho cries of Arab sailors from some otln^r a pipe with tlie captain and mate, always Ueej)ing my 
vessels, which have broogbt poor pilgrims to Jerusa- original position on deek, near the binnacle, and my 
lem. These small craft, some ot them loaded with ‘200 hands passed tliroiiglitho lopes to sustain myself against 
or 300 souls, are striving to beat up against the wind tlie strokes of tho sea. Then conn's night, still more 


to avoid the coast ; they pass close by ns ; the women 
utter shrieks, and stretch out their hands to us ; huge 
billows intervene, and carry them to a distance. Many 
of these vessels succeed in getting olf the coast, two are 
cast on the rocks in th<3 roadstead on the (Ja/a side; 
our anchors snap, and we are driven towanls the reef 
in the inner harbour, but the captain throws out 
another anchor. Tlie wind moderatis, and becomes 
more favourable for ns ; we sail to^^ards the tliilf of 
Damietta in a grey hazy atino.-|phere ; all sight of land 
is lost. During the day w’o nuike good way ; the sea 
continues calm, but the portents of a ^torni attract the 
attention of the captain and mate. It hursts at sinisrg ; 
the wind increases with every Imur, the waxes become 
more and more moiintainous; tlu' ship civaks and 
labours, tho ropes whihlle, and vibrate in tlu* giiNts lilo; 
fibres of metal; tlu'ir shrill aiul plaintive echoes r(‘- 
semble the lamentations of tlu* (.Irc'-k women at the 
funerals of their dead. The sails are reeftMl, the ves- 
sel rolls from one abyss to another, ami, as it heaves 
on its si(l(’, the masts seem to fall into tho like 
uprooted trees, and tlK? cit'aved wave spouts np and 
washes the deek. Kvery ‘.me, execjiting tlie crew ami 
myself, has gone bel(»\v; xve liear the ninaniiigs of tlu* 
sufferers from sickness, and the rolling of the ti-iinks 
and furniture clashing against, tln.^ sides of tlie eahin. 
Tho brig itself, in spite of its strong joists, and the 
enormous beams xvhich cross from one side of the hull j 
to the otlier, cracks as if abont to part. The blows of j 
the sea upon tiu' stioMi resound like tlie ri'ports of <';m- 
non ; at two in tlje morning tlie in<*r« a'‘ < in 

fury; 1 tie inys('lf with a ro) ^ t(» the mainmast, to 
prevent myself heing lifteil from my feet and wa^lu-d 
overboard, when tlie deck liirclies over almost pi-rpeii- 
dicnlarly, \\ rappe.l np in my mantle, f survey the 
sublime sjiectacle ; J do'^cend, from time to time, <]own 
tbo gangway to reassure iny w if*', stretcli< »l in her ham- 
mock. The mab^, in tin* midst of this frightful hurri- 
cane, quits the fb.'ck occasionally to visit th - diflercnt 
cabins, and carry succour to iJie inmates a-t tlieir occa- 
sions ro(piire — a man of iron nervo for daeg'-r, and <)f 
W'otnaiii.'^h heart for pity. Tlu* wlioh* night is passed 
in this turmoil. 

The ri'iimg of the sun, wbich en'^ds a tnere pale glim- 
mering through the rningh.'d wave-sand chuui'^. fartVoin 
lessi-ning the force of tlie wijjfl, gives*^it additit.nal im- 
petus. As far ;is the eye can i-arry, we see mountains of 
ioaming wat‘.“r advancing (uie Ipeliind the other. WhiKt 
they are passing, tho lirig is knocked a.bout in fV‘-ry 
direction ; beaten down by one, lifted uji by aiiotber ; 
hurled this way by one. wave, stoj pr-d by another wbieli 
throw's it in a contrary directl-ui. it i-; tossed first on 
one fiide, tlieii eii rlie other; tlu '*}; row dips in fj\ lit, 
as if diving liead-foremost into a guif. whilst, tin wav<', 
which strikes upon tho po'ip, .sxvc^-pb it friun ».no end to 
the other. From time to time it i.s bfte ' n| ; the sea, 
knocked down hy the blast, see? i to na\ ; xva « no 
longer, am. to be but a field of whirling foam, or plain.-- 
|>etwecn ciiornioiis hills, which give the mast- a niomeii- 
tary rest; but i:; a few monumts we rctimi to th.. i- ■ 
gion of billows, and are roll-d afresh from i»i’<.‘cipice ■ o 
precipice. 

Amid these liorrible ; :.('rnations ^he day passe.s away. 
The captain call-s me to -i (ron.sultation : t.l-r coast.s of 
Egypt are low, and wo may be cast apeii ihe.,i wiiboiit 
seeing them ; the coasts of Syria arc without safe an- 


terrible ; the clouds w’cigh upon the s(.*a, tlie whole 
horizon is torn witli liglitning, and all is on fire around 
us. 'file tliunderbolt soi-ins to stream from the crests 
of tlie waves <*onfounded witli the clouds. Thrice it falls 
close upon us ; once, at a moment when tho brig is 
thrown upon her side b\' a colos.sal wave, the yarils 
di]), tlu* masts striking tlu.* water, and the spray, whieli 
spouts from the coiu-nssion, springing like a mantle 
of tire torn in shreds, which the wind <lisperses in 
e.>ils of Hanie. Tlu* wliole crexv utters an involuntary 
shout ; we seem in tlie crater of a volcano ; the tenip(*s- 
tiioiis etfeet is tlu; most adinirahlc; tliat f witm-ssed 
during thi-^ niglit. Fm* nine hours tlie thunder 

roared without intermission around us; every minntt^ 
xv(- think the mant.s are on tire, al>oiit to fall upon ns, 
and xxrap the vessel in a cfnillagratio!i. 

Ill tlu‘ morning tlu* sky is less loiided, but tlu* sea 
re.'jenibl'.s boiling lava; the w-irul. wliicli is sonu-wiiat 
abated, ;iiid no longer sustains flu* vessel, renders tiie 
pifebing more lr(*mendoiis. M't* must be tliiriy leag;u-!i» 
from tlie i-'lt* of t.yprns, Atel‘*\c-n o'elot-k, wi* gi-i. a 
glim])-e of Jaiui, which grow-^ every hour more distinct ; 
it. is Idinasol, one ej‘ tin- ]iorts ol’ tlu* i.-hiud. We- ]»nt 
on a prc'.s of canvass, to gi t, a'- .soon ;is po.-sible, niidor 
|t-t* of the s)ior<* ; -is we approach, the .‘^ea hei-unie." Jess 
l.M*istoroiis ; xve ^ai' ah»ng the «*oa-'t at i w <» league-^' ojling, 
and make for the roads of Jatrnaea. whei-'- w** a!v« a<ly 
perceive the masfs of a. great nuniher of slii]»s whieli 
iiave sought vhelti-r liki* oiirs)-!\ es ; tho wind aoain g* Ta 
up, and drives ns there in a few minutes, wiilt such 
force, that woareafrahl (d* snapping the cable in easting 
aiu'lior. At last tlu* anchor lulls, traiU a few fatiioms, 
and liol'ls. 'I’he swell is still heavy, hiil its \\av» s j-oek 
ns xvilhout jieril. I see once mor»' tlie llag-posts (d' llie 
Knropean consuls in t'yprn.s, and the terrace of the 
j FivncJi con‘'iiiate, whence onr fri(*nd M. Ilottu gi\es 
j us signals of recognition, 'flu* whole party remain on 
hoard ; mv wife could not. t'licounter, w ithoiit agonising 
r( ^*oll(-(•^i^^ns, that amiable and liaj>j>y family, in wbieli 
she Iiail, lu-rself then so happy, received hos[>itaiity 
lift < (‘11 months hf'fore. 

f go a.-'lion; w ilh the onplain. T receive from M. and 
Madame »ttii, and M(-S‘-iunrs IN-rthier and (iuillois, 
two young Fre-nchinen attached to the consulate, tiu; 
toneiiing e.xhibilion of g(^od-will and friendsliip which 
f <*\pcct.ed from hem. I visit 31. Matlu-i, a flreek 
hanker, to whom T am n coTninendf-d ; we si'iid provi- 
sifeis of all .sorts to the brig ; M. .Matliei adds a }»n*seiiti 
of ('yj'i ian -'vine and Syrian slu-ep. Whilst I tale a 
walk ro-ind tlu* environs of the town with M. Dottii, 
t!u! I Med hurricane reiuiinimnices ; all communication 
xvitli the ship.s ill the road.stejnl is cut off; tho wave.s 
dasli o\m* tho quay.s, and throw* their frotli to the very 
windows of the house's. 1 pas.s a inouruful ('veiling and 
nigf’.t oil duj tt-rrace, or at tin; window of my room m 
il"- rrciicli eonsulatc, ohserving tho brig whicdi <‘oii- 
, •ins my w'ifo tossing in tho billow.s, fearful evo'ry 
I i«; .i t that she may part from lu-r anebors, and ho 
i ( .si <ei the la-efs, w’iih all that rtuiiairi'i to mo of haj>- 
piu- ^ in the W(*rld. 

At length, by iL i following evening, the Boa is calni ; 
w*! iv-aeh the brig, and pass thn'o bours in tlu; roads, 
waiting for a fair wind, and in conversation witli M. 
.Maflu i 1 M. Ibitlii. 'I’his young and amialilo consul 
was, of an tbo French agents in tho Fast, he who wad- 
coincd hifi cogiitryincn with the greatest cordiality, 



(lid grmtesi honour to his mtioih I hear a weight of I laureUroBos, 1 arrive at a mall tahJedaud, nhloh forms 
irvalitiide and a true friendly regard in the remembrance / the Just gradation of the valley. Thera is here a cottage 
of his two receptions, lie was happy, surrounded by a inhabited by an impoverished Greek family, and almost 
wife dour to his bonrt, and by children wJio constituted ‘tdirely covered with the branches of figs and oranges, 
his wliulo happinesH. f learnt that death had struck fii the garden are the ruins of a small temple, dedicated 
him a few days ul’U;r our interview ; his ornployinoiit to the nymphs, a grotto, and some scattered columns 
was the only fortumi f)f his family, and tliis fortune he and capitals, half coneoMled ])y ivy and Hlirubs, upon a 
devoted to his consular duties, llis poor widow and green bank *2U0 or .SOO feet wide, with a spring, and 
lovi'ly childn'Ti are now at the mercy of France, to two or throe sycamores. Oneofthesc'treesaloneovtsr- 
which ho did so much credit in all his aj)pointm» nlH. shadcuvs the wliole bank: it is the sacred tree of the 
May France think of tln'in when she reineiiilxTH him! island; the Turks respect it; and thf? unfortunate 
April ^»0. — Set sail; variable breezes; thrc'O days Greek peasant, having one day cut off a branch, under- 
taken up in doubling the western point of the island, went the hastiiindr>, by ord»‘rs of the pacha. It is false 
tacking in witli tlie land. ]\Iount (Jlympus, ami Faplms, tliat the Turks injure nature or works of art ; tlu‘y let 
and Anuithonte, ill siglit ; the ai>peara nee of the coasts everything alom;; and tlieir only mode of mining is 
and mountains of Gypriis, is ]ieiTeetly ravishing from by nev<T ini]»roving. Above tlie hank and the syca- 
this side. Tills island would form the tincst colony of mores, the hills, which ris(‘ pc'rpendiciilarly, are co- 
Asia Minor; it has only w0,0()i) inliabitants, wliilst it vered witli chimps of firs, and ri(ldl<‘d witli small 
liiiglit support and enrich millions. Evm’y where eiil- torrents, which work ravim's in their si<les ; and finally 
fivahle and fruitful, well woodisl and watered, with the high moimtains of the island command and over- 
roadsteads and natural harbours on all its coasts: situ- shadow tlu* liills, the green hank, and the spring, 
ated between Syria, ( aramaiiia, tlie Areliijielago, Fgypt, From tlie margin of the foiuitain wliero 1 am lying, 
and the coasts of Furope, it jniglit be the garden of the I can see, throngli tlie lirauelii's of the lirs and syea- 
world. nu«res, t!ie S!-‘a of tli(‘ Archipelago of Asia, which resem- 

Map it In the morning percelvi'd the first peaks of I bles a lake stmhlcd witli islamls, and also tlie (ha. p gulfs 

raraniania ; .Mount Taurus in tin? distance, its crests j whicli lie embedded betw( eu the h»rty ami sombre 
imleiitiMl and eovfMvd with snow, like the Alp> moimtains of Alaeri, all erowm'fl with snowy haitle- 

IVoin Lyons ; the wind soft and ehangcalik ; iln^ nights j ments. I hear nothing but the bnhbliiig (tf the sjiring, 
efnlgent with stars. Jhitm'cd during tin* night into I the rimtling ('f tin* leaves, the tlight of a nightingale, 
tln> (iiilf of Satalic ; tin* aj'iK'arance of this gulf res( in- 1 alarmed by my in'eseiie'*, and tin* jdaintive singing of 
bh*s an inward sea. ; the wiml i.s husln*d; the vessel j the tJrei'k pi'asanl’s A\ii‘e, who is rocking Inn* cliild on 
-.let'ps as 0)1 a lake. On whati'ver side tin* look is j i he roof of the cotta g“. How delightful 1 sliould have 
turned, it falls on tlie mountainous end f lln* gulf ; : found tliis spot si.>: iiionlhs 

ranges of nioiiiiiaiiis, of all forms and lu'ights, stn t(“Ji In a path on tin* liigh moiiiitaln.s of Kliodes, I en- 
om* behind tin* otlicr, occasionally leaving between eonntei* a Cyprian t*hicf,d!'( d in the Knroju an fadiion, 
tin ir uriotjiial jicaks high vali<ys, wln-n* tin* silvery but wi aring the < ii-eck ho/inet, ;ind a long w hife beard, 
light of the moon tl(.)ats ; white vajionrs cling upon t.ln.-ir 1 )*e<*ogni.''e him; his nann* is Tlies(>ns ; In* is nephew 
flanks, and tin ir er(*s(s are wreatlietl in a pale purple of the patriarch t'f <.'ypi*ns, and liad distinguished hiin- 
misf. Ih hind, the angular suniniif.s of Taurus rise with self in tin* war of imlepetideuce. Il.'iving retuinied to 
Ins fangs of snow; low' and w.ioded capes project at ( \priis afn r the paeifi(*ati('n «*f the Mi.rea, his reputa- 
iiitevvals into lln* id little idel.*-, like ves-d.; a! lion, siiirit, and aetiviry. .-iltadiod tin* ( Ireek population 

andnn*, li(' detadied, here ami there, from tin* sin res. ef Cyprus to Inm. At the tiiiu* of the rising, which had 
A i>roloiiiid silence ri'iirns, both («n s< a and land; we just taken plac** in tin* i.'^laiul, the )ieasants in tlie 
hear onlv tin* noise of the dolphins as tlu*y leap, from mountains rang('d llu'm^elves under liis orders; he 
tlnn' to tinn*. from tin* bosojii of 1 lie water, and frisk ( inployi'd liis inthienec to jiacify them ; and after having, 
like lamhkins (Ml th(* grei'ii ward. Tin* uiihrokeii wav(-*s, in coucirt with M. lloltu. French consul, ohtaineil 
veined witli g»dd and silv r tints, appear griiovcfi like the re(Iress id' some grievama's. In* disp(‘rsi*d his troop, 
Ionian columns stn'idied «m til ground; the brig v\- ami took, re fng(* in t'n* Fveiidi (•(Misulate. to escape tlio 
])erii*n(fes not tin* geiitlod osci iiion. At midniglit a. vengeance of 1 1 ' '1’ui‘ks. A flrei k vi'sed has (*ast bim 
iainl-liree/(' springs ii[ liidi Ir'vos us slowly from (mi the coast of lUiedes, where lie is not safe; 1 otfer 
tin* gulf, ami heai’s us rd-Mig the coast.s (-f Asia .Minor, him a berth in om* of my brigs, vvliidi ho accepts Avith 
as far a.s the lieigl t of Castdn /.zo ; wi* enter all tin* -ilacrily; Mv ill ti"iiis]>orl him to t.'oiistaiitim'ple, Greece, 
jiulfs, ami almost toiidi the land, 'rin* ruins of this or Fui\ipe, ;n*cordlng to his desire. He is a man who 
rt'giun, which formed several kingdoms — I’ontus, (. aj* lias eoiit'iiually .-^poi ted his lih* and fortune a\ ith fate ; 
padoda, and JlilliA Ilia — now' empty and desert(*d, stand a man of womleri'iil spirit and audacity, speaking all 
uut upon tliC! promontories ; the v.illey.s and the piaios ’■ingnag('s, knowing all ci iintrh's, possessing an iiiex- 
;ire covered A\ith for(*sts, wlieiv tlie 'ruivomans conn* j liaimtihle fund of interesting topi(*s, and ('(pially prompt 
and jillcli their t(*r!ts during winter ; in summer, all is I in action as in thought ; one of those men wliose iinpulso 
solitary, (except some points of the coast, .sudi as d’ar- j is trom natiin*, and avIio soar, like birds in a teiniiost, 
sous, Satalie, Ca*^telrozz(), and Maniiorizza, in the Gulf j with the tumult (4' revulu.ions. and subside with tliem. 
of Macri. ' ! .Nature casts hwv minds in this mould. Alen of such a 

Matf . — Tlio cuiTeiit, wliidi sets in along the const f j ^taulp are generally unfortunate; tli«*y are feared ami 
(nraninnia, drivi’s ns towards dn* evtrernity ‘>I' tint persecuted; they would )*e adniirable iiislruim*nts if 
country and the mouth of the Gult Ol Macri. During propt*rly eni]>]oy('d. 

the niglit we tack out to sea, to get n ar the Ish of I send a boat to ATaruiori/za, with a young Greek, 
ithodt.'s ; tln^ captain, l(*aring tin* proximity (*♦' tin who will wait there for my liorses, and give order's t<» 
Asian coast, in tho west wind which is g<*uing up, ouslios my sais to join im* at Constaiuinoph*. Wa? deterinim* 
<»ut to th(3 open sea : we. awaken 'ilmost in siglit of upon g<Mng then* by si'a, visiting the iskiiid.s on tlu* 
lUiodes. We ni(*(*t not far from ns our consort, the Asiatic coast, and tlu* shores (d the continent. 

Ahf'stc; the ('aim jircvents iih nearing her, during tlur Setstul it midnight with alight breo/.e. Doubh'dCape 
Avhol(3 day ; in the evening, tho wind I'roshens, and car- Krio <*11 tlie ('vi'iiing of the first day ; a delightful and 
ries ns to tin* Gulf of Marmori/za ; at midnight, the. calm navigation among thi* islands of l’is(‘opia, Nisyra, 
laml-biveze returns, and at dayliglit we cuter the bar- ami the enclianting ('os, the country of ..iisculapiiis, 
hour of Khod(*s. ^ yAher Kliodes, (ios jippears to im* the most smiling and 

Wo puss thivc days in rambling over tlio eimron.s ol • graceful island in the Archipi'lago. ( harming villagi's, 
llhodcs; there are delightful spots on thc^ fl.auks of tl .slunk d with beautiful plane-trei's, lim* its shores, and 
mountain, looking tow'ards tho Archipelago. After the town i.s piciuresnue, and contains ek'gant structures, 
walking two hours along the bc.*ich, 1 (uiter into a valley Wo got bewildered w ith our two brigs in a labyrinth of 
shaded Avith beautiful trees, and watered by a small small uninhabited islands, covi red to the AvatoFs edge 
rivulet. Following the banks of the stream, fringed with ‘»ith meadows of high grass, and beautiful rivulets 
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runnind; through them ; in almost all of them are small 
bays, in which ships may anclior in safety. What charm- 
ing abodes for men who complain of wanting room in 
Europe I They })Ossess tlie climate and fertility of 
Rhodes and Cos; an immense continent ia at a few 
leagues’ distance. Wo make t*ndloss tacks between the 
mainland and these islands ; we see tJio sun glittering 
on the great ruins of the Creek and Ronian towns of 
Asia Alinor. The following day w(' awake in the Straits 
of Samos, between that island and Ikaria; the high 
mountain, which almost forms of itself the island of 
Samos, is above our heads, covered with rocks and fir- 
woocls ; we perceive women and children in the midst 
of these rocks. The population of Samos, at this moment 
in arms against the Turks, has sent the women for 
refuge u}>on tiie mountain, whilst the men arc in the 
town and on tho coasts, ready for action. Samos is like 
a mountain of Lake Lucerne, illuiniiied hy the sky of 
Asia ; it almost touches tho mainland at its base ; a nar- 
row channel is all we can see separating them. The wind 
carries us into the Gulf of Seala Nova, not far from the 
ruins of Ephesus ; in the morning we enter the channel of 
Seio, and anchor in the road of I'chesme, celebrat<;d fi»r 
the destruction of the Ottoman lleet hy Orlof. The de- 
lightful island of Scio stretches like a verdant hill on the 
other side of a large stream ; its whitened houses, towns, 
and villages, grouped on the umbrageous slopes of its 
heights, gleam amid oranges and vine-leaves, all be- 
speaking recent prosperity, and a numerous population. 
The Turkish sway, even with its servitude, had not bt;en 
able to extinguish the active, industrious, comimTcial, 
and cultivating genius of tho Creek inhabitants of these 
b('aiitiful islands. I know nothing in Lurope which 
pr<?sentsaii appearance of greater abundance than Scio 
— it is a garden sixty leagues in circuit. 

W^e pass a day strolling amidst the ruins and mineral 
waters of Tcliesnie. 

Tlx* sea is still, and we set sail for Smyrna ; a day is 
occupied in gliding gently along the coast of Scio with 
a variable breeze; tlie woods come down even to the 
sea ; the gulfs have all their fortitxxl towns, and their 
harbours tilled with small craft ; the least baj’ has its 
villag<.* ; an innuiiierahle erow<l of tiny sails tlutter along 
the shon's, bearing Greek mothers and daughters to the 
ehurclx's. On all llie acelivities, in all the bill gorges, we 
see a tdiurch or village glittering ; we double the point 
of the islaixl, and fall in with a wind wbicli assists us 
into the Gulf of Sniyriia. I'p to the fall of night, we 
enjoy the pros]»oct of the bc’uutiful forests and large 
villages which line the* western sluire of the gulf. In 
the night wf an? lx.’calmed not far from the isles t>f 
Voiirla, wfx‘r(? wo see the lires (»f the Ereneli lh;et glim- 
mering, whicli has beeji lying at anchor tluTe tbr the 
last six months. In the iixu'ning we der^erv Smyrna at 
the bottom of tho gulf, resting against an immense hill 
of cyjin sses ; high e'lnbattled walls crow n tlx; uj>per 
part of ilie town, and tiix^ly- wooded fields stretch on 
the left as far as the mountains. There flows the river 
Melius; r<‘collections of Ibuiier Ixjveroii all the shores 
td’ Smyrna ; 1 si-arcli with my « yes j|>r that tr< o <»ji tlx* 
banks of the tlx-n unknown rivei’, wTx’i’o tlx; poor slave 
dejjosibd her oilspring betwf<;n tlx; reeds — tlnit infant 
destined to cover, w it li Ills own eternal renown, the name 
of the riv<;r, the continent, and the islands. That poet, 
whom Heaven gave to earth, serves as an image to us 
of both sacred aixl profane anticpiiiy ; he wjis aban- 
doned at liis Ijlrth on tbe edge of a river, as tlx: Moses 
of poetry ^he livi d in misery and Idindness like tijose 
incarnate deities of India, wlx.i tra’.ersed fix; world in 
tlie habifs ot mendicants, and w( re rt^en-niiscd for 
gods until their pilgrimage was over. Mo(b rii erudi- 
tion aflect'^ to discover a tjpe, and, lot a man, in lloj x’r ; 
it is one of tlx ‘-e thousaml learned paradoveH with 
which men strivi* to Ci.nibat the evidence of inlernal 
instin t. To me, Homer is one single individual, a ina i i 
who has throughout an idt mi. al tone of fhougJit, me 
same emotions f the heart, and similar figures of 
speech ; the admission «>f a, race of llonu/rs is more 
difficult to me than the a linission of a me,; <d' giants. 
Natu«t create her prodigies in a scries ; she 


made Homer, and defies all ages to produce so perfect 
a concentration of reason, philosophy, sensibility, and 
genius. 

1 landed at Smyrna, and went round the town and 
surrounding country, with M. Salzaui, a banker and 
iiiercluint at Smyrna, a man equally charitable, amiable, 
and well informed. 1 intrude-d upon his goodness for 
three days, returning every night to slet'p on board tho 
brig. Smyrna is not wdiat w'^e expect to see an oriental 
city ; it is Marstdllcs on the coast of Asia Minor. The 
Europium consuls and merchants lead in their largo 
and elegant counting-houses a Parisian or London life. 
The view of the gulf and city, from the height clothed 
with cypresses, is quite charming ; ami on descending 
from the mountain, wx* discover on tlx; banks of tho 
river, which 1 love to take; for tlx; Melius, a delightful 
spot m)t lar from one of tlx; gates of the town, where 
there is a bridge for the caravans. The river is a 
limpid stream gli<ling under the calm canopy of syco- 
iiior(‘s and ey))resses ; we seat ourselves on its banks, 
and Turks bring us pipes and coffee. If these waters 
heanl the first screams of Homer, J delight in hearing 
them softly murmur amongst the roots of the trees ; I 
lift them to my lips, ami 1 bathe with them my heated 
brow. May there a man arise in the w(!sturn worhl, 
capable of composing the epopee of liis history, his aspi- 
rations, his divine genius ! Such a poem will be as tho 
sepulchre of past ages, where the future may coiiu; to 
venerate extinct traditions, and eti’rnisi* by its adoration 
tlie great acts and thoughts of humanity ; lx; who j»«t- 
forms it engraves his name on the pedestal of the statue 
whieli he erects to huinaii luiture, and he lives in all llx; 
iiiiagi’S, w ith the ideas of which h(‘ has tilled the world. 

'J'his evening I paid a visit to an old man, who lives 
alone, with two (ireek servants, in a small house on tlx; 
quay of Smyrna ; the staircase*, vestibule, and roeiins, 
are; full of fragments of sculpture*, of i>lans in relief of 
v\the;ns, and })iect*H of marble and porphyry. It is M. 
Eaiivel, enir eild consul in (ire ere.*. Driven from Atlx*ns, 
which had becemx* his country, aixl w hose; eliist lx* had 
all his life been collecting, with tilial b)\e*, to rear its 
statue for the weu’ld, he now live's in ]*ove'rty and eilj- 
scurity at Smyrna ; he has carried his ge^els with him, 
aixl remlers them his homage; at all hours. M. eie 
Chateaubriand saw him in bis youtli, happy amid the 
admirable ruins e»f tlx* Parthenon; J saw* liim in eild 
age; and e*xile*, cruslu'd by llx; ingratitixle; e»f men, but 
firm aixl gay in bis misfortunes, and full e*f that natu- 
ral pliiloseqihy which e*nable*s nx'ii t«* sustain adveTsiiy 
I who have tlx'ir resource s in fhe lieart. I nasse el an 
hour in eie lightful forgetfulness, libtening to Ids agn e‘- 
ahh; chit-chat. 

1 iix;t at Smyrna a young man of talent whom T had 
I kixivvn in Italy, M. De*schainps, eelitor «»f the Smyrna 
j Jemrnal. The linge-ring rennaiiis of Saint-Siinonisni 
j liuel be;eii flung hy llx* te*Mq>e*st to Smyrna, re-diiceel to 
tlx; last e*vtremity, but supporting tbe'ir r*;ve rhes with 
I the* re*sjgj..itiun aixl fij’inix'ss of strong eronvictioii. J 
I re*e;e;iveel on board fw'o I’einarkabli; ledte-rs from them. 
VV\; ought not to judge of new idea.s by the; conte*nipt 
tlx-*y inspire; at iix; time; all great eonere'ptions an; 
iveejive.'d as ali'Mis in tlx; world ; Saint-Sinumism has 
senne tbiii'; true, gre^at, aixl fruitful in it — tlx; apjdica- 
tion <;f ( 'hiistiaiiity to political society, tlx; coele of 
I human rrateriiity. In this point ejf view' I am a Saint- 
I .Si me M la o ; it is not the eloctrim; that was wreuig in tld‘< 

I eelipseal but imt trxtingui.shed sect; nor was tlxTe* a 
! want of diseiph's, but what was iieecle;el, in my opinioJU 
I was a chief, a inaslcr, a regulator. 1 have no elouht il 
a man e»f gejuns aiiel virtue, a man combining religiem 
ami policy with just and fjxteuded views, had hee.x 
]«!;tc*;d at the lieud of this new-born idea, he would have 
! lov n el it into a potent re;ality. Times of confusion iu 
i .tre favourable seasons for tho growth of vigonniK 
aim .lovel thoughts; society, in fhe vyvH of the jihilo- 
SDpher, is in tlx* fb'sorder of a retreat, witliout elir(;c- 
tion, aim, or lecder; it is reduceel to the instinct of 
Helf-pr(;Hervatiou A religienis, moral, social, and fioh- 
tieal HIM ]His‘ ssing a symbol, a rallying weird, a 
defined purpose, a leader, aud a spirit, and marching 
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ill comp«'ict aiTtay Rtrai/:;Iit onwards through tliosc dis- 
i)i*dt‘red ranks, would inevitably prevail. But it must 
conduce to the safety and not the min of society ; attack 
in it only what is injurious and not what is beneficial ; 
Ijring back religion to reason and love, and hnrnionise 
the? science of government, Christian brotherhood, and 
the system of property, with universal ciiarity and 
iililhy, its only titles and foundations. A legislator was 
'.vantnig to these men, ardent in zeal, and hung(*riiig 
for an ohjt'ct of faith, hut to w liom the ahsurdost doc- 
trines were thrown. 'I’ln* organisers of .Saiiit-»Simonism 
took for their first motto, “ War to the kiilib between 
jis and the systems of family, property, and religion 
'fliey deserved to perish. Tin? world is not to be con- 
fpiered by the strength of a j)hrase; it may J>o con- 
verttsl, moved, worlo d, and chaugi-d ; as long as an 
idea is not practical, it is unlit to he pri'sented to the 
social c(»mmunity ; majikind i)roci-i*d Ironi i1k‘ known 
to the unknown, hut never from tin; known to tluj ridi- 
culous, It will be taken as the underwork for great 
revolutions ; we see signs on earth and in tlu.‘ lu'avens ; 
the Saint-Simoniaiis have ln-eii one of th,.„„ , 

tlu'V will lie dissolveil as a body, and will become, at a 
later date, tin; generals ami soidltu's of the new army.^ 
Id. — Leave tin'. ( Jidf of Smyrna with crowded 
sails ; reach tin* Insight of Vonrla ; in making a tack at 
the month of the golf, the brig strike's a. sand-hank, 
llirongh the had seamanship of the Creek j)ilot; tin- 
vessel ri'eeives a jt'i'k, which tumbles doun the mast, 
and we n'lnain agivjuiid thre'e leagues from land; the 
rising wa\es break upon tiie ship’s sides, and wt all 
come upon dca-k. It is a moment of calm and solemn 
anxiety, that in wliich so many beings await the um'er- 
tain result (d' e mami. u\res which are put in f<»rct* ; 
a p<’rfecL sileiici' i‘«. igns ; there is no mark of terror; 
man is ui'i'at in ; r«'at erise.s ! After soimj minutes 
spent in useless eft u ts, llie w ind .secomls our (‘xerlions, 
and hai'ks the ke< I ; (he brig i.s disengaged, and jio 
leak is disc iv'd ; w launcli into the sea, the isle 

td' Mit>!en , our i lit. 

A 1 eautif'id day; w*- draw mar the ehanml which 
dividi s tile island Vom tin.* contim'Ut ; hut tlu? wind 
slaeurii-, the clouds c(dlect on tlm sea, and at the fall 
of (lay (ill.' wind hursts from these clouds willi ligln- 
iiiiig. 'I'lien comes a furious temposi, with total dark- 
ness ; tlie two lirigs hang out signals ( ’ rc'c»»gnili , and , 
make foj- tlie roa<l of I'ogli* ri, tin ancleuL 1‘iioc; 
helweon tlm rocks wliicli form the <»rlhern point d' 
the Cnlf of Smyrna. In two hours the f«nco of tl 
wind propels us t'-n leagues along the coa^t ; evi ry 
moment tiie tluimler falls ami growls on the waves ; 
the sky, the s< a, and the eclioing rocks of the coast, are 
illumiiiatf'd by fla.>hes (d' lightnim:, wliieh t uj>plY Uie 
want of day, and show ns our eouree from time to time, 
d’iie two lirigs almost toucli, ami wc- tn'mhle lest they 
strike togeiJu r. At last .i mameiiNre, a hold one at 

I 

[Saint -Siinni Imu oi icinatcil in t. f in.'itic.il revrnes of the I 

late (.’iamic lid. i ('omit <lc .Saint I (born a j I 

I'j'duli nolileniai li \icws of tliu ' 

sorial condition of niitiiliiiol akin to thost- wliich have oiea.'.io 
all.V hodi jnoi*:u;:itiMl in !aiL;land. lU' atldiiptCil to ^d i n t. 
W'li.at he called the New ( 'hri.'jtianity, or the piiiHipt ofap, ,f. 

:ind holy pi'aee tlironglumt the social oruani ati tn. Doeliina:). 
the jM-ineiple wa.s tiiinply that of \ ictical Clu i ianitv, and .^i 
far unobjci'tionahlo ; but it was i lortunately luv^H iatcil with 
peculiar i>olitieal dojjrnas, and al.vi the projoet of a new .ant 
general di&trihntion of projici ty. .Society wa.s to be forinod only 
ol priests, saviins or learned nu-n, and labourers, ami tlicKoveni- 
inent wais to bo (xnnposod of the ehief.s of lhe.'.e classes. Jntellee- 
tual c'Aimaty was to he tho only ground of claim for a share of 
tiiii common pro]M'rty, and all property, at Iho tleatli of tho 
owner, was to revert to the eominou stoeU. I'hildreu were to ho 
educated to a certain point, and then eiieh was to beeomo a 
priest, a saviin, or alahourer, .according to the talents heso'^'med 
to po.^sess, and to reeeive a share of jirojicrty accordingly, .'^ueh 
were homo of the visionary tenets of the .Saint Siinouiaiis, who 
for years nlllietcd Franco with their w ild seheiues of rogenera 
tinn. 'I'hey latterly quarrelled among thomscivos, and, as might 
have bee n cxjicctcd, have dwindled into insignificance and eoii- 
hnipt.J 


iiiglit-tiiiic, Bets us in the narrow mouth of tlie road of 
Plioca*a ; we bear on both sid(;s of us the roar of the 
waves breaking on tlio ro(;ks ; a wrong turn of tlio 
rudder would cast us on them in tatters; we arc all on 
the deck mute, and breathlessly e.xpccting our fate to 
bo determined ; w'e cannot se(j our own masts, the night 
is so diirk. In a iiiomeiit we foul the brig gliding in 
smooth water; a few lights an^ glitti'riiig around us on 
llni edges of the lasin w here wo had most fortunately 
eiiteriMl, and wc? cast out uiir anchor, without knowing 
ill what soundings. The wind roariMl all night in our 
musts and yards as if it would carry them away; but 
tin* .^(‘a wins motionless. 

Wo are ill the delightful basin of tlie ancient rhocfpa, 
half a leagiKi in circuit, liollowed out like a circular 
esplanade among tlie graci ful hills covered with .small 
houses painted red, cottages under olivotrees, gardens, 
ert'eping vines, ami, aliove all, groves of magnificent 
eypressc.'.;, at tlit' foot of wliicli w’ere sparkling tho white 
tombs of the 'J’urkish ci'ineti'ries. \Vr; go ashoiv, and 
visit the ruins of tin city which gave hirih to Mar- 
. 'illi's. We are n ce. d with welcome ami politeness 
I in two Turkish houses, ami ]»ass Iht* day in their orange 
1 gurdeii.s. 'rile sea grows calm on the third day, and 
we h'aveat midnight the natural harbour of IM'iicma. 

d/n// 17. -Wi* have followed the chaiim'l of MityU-nc, 
on w hich stood Jjcshos, tin; w hok* day. A poetical rc- 
minisc('nce of the only woman of r.iuiiiiiity whose voice 
has had power to peiu'lrate ages. A few verses of 
i Sappho remain, hut they are suHicient to esrahlish her 
! as a genius of the hrst order, as a fragment of the .ann, 
or tlie trunk of a figure by Phidias, reveals to us the 
( utire statue, 'fhe heart whieli lias inspired the stanzas 
of .Sa[)])ho must hav(i been a ve ry abyss I'f passion and 
imagery. Tln^ Isle of Lesbos is still more heautilul in 
mv (‘ves than that of Seio. The grouj'S of high and 
verdant mountains, strew i d witli firs, an' more idevatrd 
and more picturrsipidy clusten'd. 'fin' .‘•ea creeps 
mon' ]trofoumlly into its wid' internal gulf; tlio eresis 
of its I'.ills, which hang ov. r tin* s<a, and look ujioii 
•Vsia. so nearly, an' more deserted and inacci'Ssihle. 
Instead of these niiifu n.us villages, scattered in the 
gardens of Scio, wi' see hut larely the smoki* from ;i 
(in-ek eottagi', ciirliiig among tin' tops of thi.' ehestiiuts 
and (•y]n•c^ses, and an occasional slu'iilierd, on the 
jioint of a rock, guarding flocks of white gears. In tho 
('Veiling we douhU' the noriln'ni ('xtri'inity of Mityhme 
with a continually fair wind, and W'* [a rcoive on tho 
hori/eii before us, ill llu' roseate mist of the sea, two 
dark spots, la'inuos ami 'rent. dos. 

Jt is midnight ; tlu'soa is unriitlh'd as a mirror; the. 
brig glides le. • a u.orioiiless shadow on its n'splemJaiit 
surface. TiCvdos risi's from the waves on our h'ft, and 
intercepts llu' expanse of the waters; en our right, and 
(piite near to ns, tlu' low and nndulaling slum' of tlio 
plain of Troy >iri'lcli('S like a black reef, 'flu.' full moon, 

' ’ 'i rises on tlu' sniuiuit of .Mount Ida, s]iotted with 
.•-iiow, shed.-”- a si'n'iu* ami dubious light on the peaks of 
mountain, oii the hills, and on the plain; and then 
falls uipeii the sea, making d glilter to the hull of our 
vessel, lik(' a refi>gi 111 way, when' shadows may not 
cast Ihemst'lvcs. W’-' distinguish the tuuniliy or small 
conical hills, which tradition assigns as the tombs of 
Pati'oclus and Ih ctor. The large red moon, grazing 
i the undulation < of llie mountains, resi'inhh's tlu' bloody 
• buckler (d' AchilU s. Tiu'n' arc. no lights visible on the 
whole coast, ('xet pt a distant llvt', kindU'd by the shep- 
lu rds, on a hill-side of Ida; no noise hut tlie tiapping 
of the ‘ ail in llu^ al.sence of wind, which ihe shak- 
ing of t!u' musts causes to resound, from time to tinu', 
against the nuiiuyard ; all seems dead a.s the past in 
tills sad am) ^ ileut scene. Leaning on the shrouds of 
the ves.sel, I si'e thi'st> inouutaius, ruiiis, and tombs, 
spring, like sliades evoked from an t'xtingui.'^hcd world, 
‘voi.i old file bosom of the s('a, with its vaporon^i 
wri'-il’ s ami indi'cisive; outlines, amid the reposing and 
tramjiiil rays of the star of night, and vanish .(.'> it sinks 
iM'hmd the lops of other mountains. It is another 
h 'autitiil page of the Homeric poem —it is the ending 
of evei'y history and every poem — uiirccogJiLjed tombs, 
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Twins of no oei*fain appellation, a. naked and gloomy 
land, lighted confusedly by the inimoidal stars— and 
new spectators pass in indifference bolore these shores, 
and repeat, for tlic millionth time, the epitaph of all 
things earthly : Hero lies an empire, a town, a people, 
or a hero! God alone is groat! — -aiul the thought 
which seeks and adores him, is alimo inipcwishable. 

1 feel no desire to visit mere juai ly, and by daylight, 
the doubt fill relics of tJie ruins of Troy. I like better 
this nocturnal aspt'ct, which ju^rmits the thought to 
repeo}>Ie lln.'se di'serts, illumined only by the pale torch 
of tho moon and llie pcotry el Homer. Hesidos, what 
signiiy to jne 'J’rov, and its go(ls and heroes i Tiiis book 
of the lieroic worfd is elos('d lor ever. 

Tlu; land-breeze begins to rise ; we take advantage of 
it to draw nearer to the JJardanelles. Alrt^aily sever:J 
large sliips, seeking, like ourselves, this ditfumlt strait, 
a|>proaeh iis ; tlu'lr wido greyisli sails tlrmt gtuitly and in 
.silence betwetui oiir brig iUid Teneilos. I go bidow, juid 
compose myself to sleep. 

May ia.-1-l awake at daybreak. 1 liear tin? quick 
tracking of the vessel, aiurtho rip]ding of the waves, 
sounding like the songs oi birds, aronml the .sides of tlio 
brig; 1 open the shutter and see fhe cattles of tho 
'Dardanelles, with their wliito Avails, their lowers, and 
their Avide openings ior i*aiinou, on a chain ot Ioav .and 
rounded Jiills. d'he channel is sciurelv a league lu’o.ad 
ill this jdaei*, .and it \\inds like a lieautilul river ludAviaui 
tlie C(»ast . of A.-ia and lairope, A\hieli are [lerfecllv 
similar in a p] tea ranee. The <*astle.s shut up this st 
like the two folds of a door, but in tht^ pn'scait state of 
Eur(.j)(i and Turin y it is t asy to force* a ]>as.^age by sea, 
or to make a dehackatioii, and take the iort-^ in the rear ; 
tile passage of tin* Daivlanelles is iinjiregnable only Avheii 
guarded by tin.* Jl,u.'r>ian.s. 

Tlie rajudity of the euiTcrit driws us like an aiTow 
past Gallip'ili, and tli • tillages Avhieh iine tlie <*bannel ; 
we see tlu* isles of the .-^t a of Marmoi*a frowning in front 
of us. Wr skirt the Kuropeari co:e^t for two tlays and 
nights, n.-tarded by jioribei'ly A\inds. In the morning 
Ave })i!. r(*eivo tin- Isles of tiu' I‘rinc(‘S .at tin* bottom oi 
the Sea id' .\lanm*r;i, in tl'o (Inlf of >»ica.‘nm, and on 
our left tin* ( asth.-of tlie Seven 'ToAvers, and flu* aerial 
ju aks of the iiinninerable minarets of (.'onsfaiitiiioplt*, 
Avhich stretch uver the sev(;n Inil.s of the city. Kverv 
lack nearer av(! di.^(*ovei* some new <»l'ject. At tins fir-g 
apj)earan(.*(* of (.'onstantinople^ 1 c'.xperleiiced a painful 
emoTion of surprise and disappoinTinent. ‘*\Vhat!'’ 
said 1 to myself, '‘are tlu'se tlie seas, the slu>r<.‘s, flu- 
marvellous town, for v.liieh tlu* rna.-tu’s of tin* world 
abando-'od Jtoine and the coasts of iShiph-st l.s that the 
ca})ital < f tlu; world, seno-d on Ihiroj'o ;'X)(i on Asia, for 
Avhieh all ermqueriiig jj*itions liave fouLdit by turn<, as 
the syrnl'ol of suprenincy in the eai th ^ is that tlie 
town wliich p.'iiiiters and ]>oets imagiiu* a.s the queen of 
citio's, liovt-riiig nf>on its liills and dounle sea, girt ly 
its gulfs, its lowers, its monntaii'S, and eTicloslug all tm* 
tiuu-nresof nature and of .llast<*ni In.xury? Is this 
Avliat tlu y (■(Uiipare to the t lulf of \a.}des, ludlowful Into 
a vast amphitheatre, aiul iKarifig in its 1 <* Oin a city 
glittering wltli Avbitencss with 'f'esnvins hj.siiig its 
gilded cr* st in clouds of smoke and j)nrple -tin* fore-M 

(’astellainan*, dipping tlieir Pabl-; fediage* into tlu. 
blue sea, and tlie Isles of J’rocidu .'Uid Tselila, Avith their 
Volcanic summits and llu.-ir flanks, yelloAA'e-d with leafy 
vines, :uul wliiteju tl Avitii villas, eio-ing tlu; innni-iue 
bay, like- giganfx; moU .s thrown. pat by God bin --If -t 
the mouth of tliat harbour 

I see ndtliiag t(» compa-e v-itb specfaclc, which I 
will ever lx; impressed on my visii'ii. J ;1, it is trim 
on a lovely an I delightful H-a, but * xne-: re H;. 
or rise a monotonous and roui.ded bilN the .^-i.ows . 
the Thracian Olympus, wlilch ];la.iu*li tl, horizon. 
but ?i white cloud ii- the .sk), mid are not near '■.long.a j 
to i. apart solemnity to tin; landscaix*. At the bolt e : of j 
the gulf, r see only tl <• saino lulls roniuh-il at tin; same 
level, without .»cks, l.ays, 01* slopes, Jiiwl I :on>tantiiH>J)le, 
W'hicli the pilot points f-; wiiii his finger, l-i f nt a white 
and circumscribed town, on an extensive -minciice on 
the £ur 9 |>e^ coast. AV^as it wortn tfie trouble to come 


so far to be thus disenchanted ? I would look no longer. 
But the endless tacks of tho vessel brought us sensibly 
nearer ; wo grazed the castle of Seven ToAvers, an im- 
mense block of the harsh style of the middle ages, which 
thinks towards the sea the angle of tho (dreelc walls of 
the ancient Byzantium, and avo let go our anchor under 
tho houses of Stanibonl, in tho Sea of Marmora, in iho 
mid.st of a flo(*t of .sliips and boats, kept, like ourselves, 
out of tho harbour by tho violence of tho north Avind. 

It was iivo o'clock in the afternoon, the .sky was 
serene, and the sun brilliant ; .1 began to lose my con- 
tenijit fur Constantinople. The oiitt*r Avails of this part, 
of the city;, pictnr(i.s«[nely built from tho remains of 
jUAcieiit Avails, and surinoiniti'd liy gardens, kiosks, and 
small houses of red-p.-iinted avooiI, foi'ined tlie iirst fea- 
ture in tho picture : ahow, liousi*-ti;rra{*es Avithout 
number ' pyramids like laudii:. , 

interspersed Avitli tin* branches of orange-trees and Avith 
the sharp and sable points of cypresses; yet higjier, 
si*ven or eight great inosipies crowned the liill, and. 
Hanked by' their open-seiilptun'd minarets and .Moorish 
colonnades, reari'd into tin* air their gilded domes, red- 
dened by the refraction of flic siin ; the Avails of tln se 
mosques, p.ainted a delicate blue, and the h*ad(*n cover- 
ings of the cupolas, Avhich rose around their circuit, 
gave to thi'in tho appearauci* and transparent gloss of 
monniiUMits of porcelain, (.'yprt'sst s, ci'ntiiries ohl, ac- 
companied thesi' (loim*s Avitli lla'ir motionless and gloomy 
tops, ami tlu* V :iriousIy-tinted paintings of the liouse,-, 
of the city, made the vast lull glitter with all the eoioin-s 
of a gardi'ii of lloAAers. .No iioisi* isMied froiii the street.-, 
no grating id’llu* innnnu'rablo windows was opened, no 
movement lx spoke* tin* <lwel!irig-plaee of so great a 
inultitiuh* of jM*o|)l(* ; all apj»eared sunic in sleep nrnl' i* 
the Inirning heat of tin- snii ; tin* gulf alone, ploughed 
on all sides liy .“-ails of all fonn.s and j)roportion.s, gase 
signs of life. \\’e^;iw every instant, turning out of ili.> 
golden born (tin* opening of tin; llo.vphorus), from tin* 
ri'al Inirl.xair of Con^lautinople, ves.-eiN in lull ."ail, wbirli 
['ussed alongside of us. sailing towards iba* l)ardanelle>- : 
but AVe could not ]x‘rei-ive the month of the llosplioi’i!", 
nor t*\a‘n reeognist* its position, Wh* tliiied em • 1. iP. 

front ol this mag!i,* spei-taeli*. 'l'nrki."h cai'i'ii's (little 
boats) came to a.-^-k ii" <|nestions, and si ll ii.s provisions ; 
tlio be;itmen told ns tliat tlK'Vi* were scare« ly any re- 
mains of tliC jtlagm*. i Sent my l<‘tlei*s to the citA, ;md 
at -si ven o'cloclx, M. Trnqiii, Sardinian con"nl-general, 
.accojuji.-inied by tin* oliicers of his legation, «*ann; to pas 
ns a visit, and oiler ns ho.-piiality in hi.s Imnsi* at. I'era. 
There Avas no pos.^ihility (<!' procuring a lodging in the 
town, Avhich liad snlfered fi*«>m a rec<.*nt conllagratio;). 
'I'ho obliging cordiality of M. 'rrmjni, and the favour 
abl<* impression whi<*h la* made iqion ns at first siglit, 
induced n.s to acc<*j»t his invif;ition. 'riie wind still con 
tinuing foul, the brigs could not weigh aiiehov this cAi if- 
ing, an<! Ave slept on board. 

rONSTANTlNorU:. 

A/f/V "Jt». — A-. live in tin; morning 1 ;nn on deck; ili'' 
ca]*tain has a Onat lowered, I get into it, witli liim, and 
we proei 'd Ifnwirds tin* entrance of the }>o.s]»lieriis. 
rkirtu g tin; Avails of (.'onstantinople., which .'in; was!:- '! 
by the M*a. After Jialf an iiour's sail through a nmhi 
tno't of ships at a.n(*hor, wi* reach too walls ot d:** 
Sei.ig'h., Avliich form a, continuation witli those ol die 
city,aiid coirqiost*, at tin* extremity of tin* hill on wlii' h 
Constaiitiinqtle stands, tin; angle sep.'iraling the Sea “1 
Marmora from the ciia.nin-1 of the Bosphorus and tin' 
(lolden lloi'ji, or great inner port of Coiistaniiuopln 
Ji i.s hero that, (hxl and inati, nature ainl art, have 
I>Iaeefi or c Tcated in concert tin* most, wonderlnl view 
nidi tin; Jiuman (*yo can contemplate on I'arth ; I 
u!f red an (;xclamalion of involuntary adiniratiou, au'* 

1 .rge.t for ever the Gulf of Naples aud all its ciichanG 
nn*n!s -. oompaimg any thing to ihi.s magiiifn’ciit 
ipefl) j)rosp< '.;t, taken }i,s a whole, is to outragi^ da 
reatioid 

Ti- A vhich sustain the circular terraces of t tc 
imiiicnbe gardena of the grand l:k*raglio, were 
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pares from tis on tlio left, separated from tlio sea by a 
iiurrow pavement of stone slabs which th(} waves un- 
ceasingly lash, and on which the p('i’])etual currc'nl of 
the liosphorus forms iimrnuiring ripples, blue as tlie 
waters of the Rhone at Cioneva ; those terraces, which 
rise by insensible slo})es to the palace of the Sulfaii, the 
gilded domes of which we see through the gigantic 
stemsof the phines and cypresses, are themselves planted 
with cyjn’esses and enormous planes, whose trunks soar 
above the walls, and their hranelu's ovm*leaping tlic 
gar<lens, hang over tln^ st'a in leafy eannpit's, ami shad«‘ 
^the caifpies heJK'atJi them, as the rowers lingi*r at inter- 
vals hrlow the umbrageous shell(‘r. Tliese groups nf 
tn'os are divided at ccuMain dislaiitv's by i»alaees, pavi- 
lions, Kiosks, seiilptuivd ami gilded gates, opening on 
the sea, or batteries of brass and bronzeil cannon, of 
fantastic ami antiipio shajies. The grali’d windows of 
these inariiK' palaees, which form part of the Sm’aglio, 
look upon the waves, ami we can disliiiguisli thr«tugh 
the blinds the <diamli'liers ami decorations of the ci il- 
ings. At ev('ry step, elegant Moorish fountains en- 
crusted in the walls of tluNScraglio, fall from tin' garden 
terraces, and murmur in marble Viasins for jtassengers 
to driid-i tVoiu ; a few Turkish soldicu’s are lying lu'ar 
tin; romitaius, and dogs without owners are wandering 
■-iloiig the (juay, whilst some are crunched ill the <‘an- 
nons {d‘ enormous calibre. 

'file fai-tlier lla* boat cie])f, along tin* walls, the pro- 
‘^jiect hefo]-(' ns ( j>an«led, the Asiat Ic ciast drew near<-r ; 
and the moiith of the llosphonis began to be traeid 
by th(‘ eye, hetwc'cn liills «if darkened M'l’diire on the 
one side, ami on the ollu?r seeming jtainted with ui’ 
tlie hues of tli<‘ I’aiidiow. Here we stojiped again to 
admij'e. 'Ida.* smiling eoa; t <d’ A.-'Ui, distant Irom ns j 
aboid a mile, stoml out on our j'iglil all broken by l.»ro:i<l j 
and led'fy bills, wliose siimmils \vej;t‘ sable fori'st s w it !i 
tapering lops, their Hanks, iields emsreled byrov.-, of 
trees and s[irink'led with iioiises ]'ain?ed n'l, and tin 
sideslu'l V, een them, peipeiidlcidar ravines carpeted u ith 
('rdaut I'lants ami syamores a\ ith branehes dipping 
into llii- valer. At a, gia-alei* distaiiee, i] 
still higln r, then sank again into green .-h.jses, ami 
foimed i. wid<‘ proj' (giiig tongtm, on which was [lac' d 
a seeminglv large town ; if wa..-. Seiitari, with it.-, huge 
v. bite barracks, like a i’o\a! palaee, iis ino.->(pus snr- 
‘I'oimded with their glilterie.g minarets, its «juays and 
liays, lined \N'it!l lime-e-, )ia/aai-s, and canptes, lying 
under the sliad'- (d‘ vine -arb iurs or j'lane-tn es, an.d tin* 
somiire and deej) lores'- of e\]ire;--.< which crown/, the 
town, through whose branches slioin*, as it Avith a. 
moniad’nl lustre, iln* coumk-s^ Avliite monuments of tlie 
Tnikish biirial-grounds. IJeyon I tlie p«>int of Seulari, 
A^ hleh is terminated by a small islet la aring a 'ruikisli 
cha];el, w liicli is caded '/’/a; o/ ///r //"//;/// //, 

the lio>]ihorus, lilo* a ri\er bi t ws'en higli banks, open, d 
and seeim d to sliriiik l.a l w ei ii ilu* si)ml.)i*i* inonnIaii’.>, 


Wo pulled towards the height!^ of Galata and Pora j 
the ficraglio was left behind, amt grew larger as wo 
roiiioA'ciI, AvhfMi the eye could embrace more comjiletely 
the vast outlines of its Avails, ami tin; aggrogalioti of 
its banks, its trees, its kiosks, nml its palaces. J t Avoiild of 
itself form a large town. Tin* banks of tin? liarbour grcAv 
higher as we advanced ; tin? Avator Aviml(?(l liki; a canal. 
bi*t\vecn till! Hanks of bending monntaln.s, and expanded 
when we got farther wit liiii it. "I'iiis harbour hears no 
reseniblance to a. port ; it is rather a Avide river, like 
the Thames, glr<led on tlie two sides by bills crowded 
Aviih Jiouses, and covered, on both its shores, Avitli au 
interminable tier of ve'ssels, grouped at aricboi* along 
the houses. We passed llirongli this countless imiltitiido 
of ves.sels, some at auclitir, othi’rs, already under sail, 
turning towards tin* llo-phorns, the lilaek Sea, or tho 
Sea of Marmora, d'hese ves.sels were of all builds, of 
all size.s, and of all Hags, from tin; .Arab bark, Avhose 
proAV spi'ings and rises lika* tlie beak of ancient galleys, 
up to the three-decker, with its sparkling cojipered hull. 
J'lm'ks of 'I’urkish cai^m s, manag* d Ijv one or two 
rowers Avitli silk sb'evrs — small beat-’, Avbich serve as 
carriages in the mariin! streets of this arnphiblmis tOAVii 
— were wiiidingamongst tliese huge masses, crossing and 
knocking again.st eacli otlier, A\ithout ni>st tiing, and 
clhowing each other, like a. croud in pnhii** places; 
and swarms of albatj'osses, similar to beautiful Avhito 
]iigeons, aro--i*. from tin* sea at. their ni']>roach to settlo 
tlnmisi'lves farlix r o!f, and evadb* in the wave. 1 will 
not attempt to gi\<.‘ ajiy eoinputatloM of tin.* shijis, 
bar'pu <, brigs, si*]iooners, ami boats, wliieli iio or sail 
in the water.s of ( 'on 'tantinopk', from t iie month of tho 
liosphovus and the aiigli* '•!' the Seraglio, lo the subio'b 
of lAoub and tin* deiialillnl vailty-' <d its Sweet W aters. 
Tlie 'I'haines at London not to he C'.»mpai’< d with it. 
le t it snlTiee to say, tii.d indeix'iiileiitly of the 'i’urki.-^li 
Heet, and the l-airopeaii ships of A\ar, at anchor in tho 
middle of the chanm ), tW(» shores of tin (lolileii 

i ll<»ru are covered witli •v<''seb, tuo or three de('p, for 
u!d only get. oci-asional glimp-es 
llirough these, k ngtln.-ned. bks of bousj'rits tnriieil 
f<»\vards tin* seji, tirni all a i-ion was lost at the bottom 
I (>f ihi iilf, AvJiich struek into tlio 

j land, ill tin* ihiek forest etf mast,-. 

I ^\'e lamled at tl:e loot of tlie ipiarti'i* of Porn, not far 
! from a liamb onx! l.>a.i’raelc for engim.ors, the coven d 
I terraces of which \\er'‘ loaded wiili camioii.s and ihoir 
J frames. -\ beanlii’ul Moorisli fountain, consirncted in 
' the form of an Indian ]>ag(ala, a\ itli its marble chiselled 
ami painted in ghiring colours, cut likt* bone-laeo on a 
silk ljott< ’ i>oured its waters in the middle of a small 
open stpi.-ii'. This sijuare AAas em-umhored AvIth bales, 
mcreliandi^e, liorses, ilogs Avlthoui owm'rs, and Turks 
stjualtod and .smoking in the shade. The hratmen of 
! the e:i'n[Uos were seated in great mimbers on the brim 
. .!' the omiv, waiting for iluir masters, or soliciting 


whose projecting and retiring angles, ravine.g ami 
forests, answered each otln r oii the two margins ; and 
at the foot of A\hii*h Ave di-scri< d, as far as tho eA e could 
reacli, an iminterrnjited succession ol vjllagi .s, HotilUe- 
at anchor or nink'r sail, littk* liarliours, oviTsliadoWiMl 

by tja'es, isolati’d bouses, ami large paiai »*.s a\ i’ ii lla.ii 
gardens of roses doAvn to the si'a. 

A fi'Av .strokes of the oars hnmght iis in front and to 


i jia^'-engers ; they are a line race* of men, and their 
j eostuine addis to their appearanci*. '1 hey wear Avliito 
drapers, Avith f'ids as wale as those of a ]>ottieoat ; ii 
sa-h of crimson .Slk bind.s tla’in rouml the waist ; they 
! havi* on their lu'U'U a small (Ireek homict of rod avooI, 
I t'opped AAiili a long silken string, hanging behind tho 
1 head ; the neck and breast nakeil ; :i large shirt of raw 
i silk, Avilii Avldu* lianging sleeves, covi'i's the sbouldcrtj 


t, lie point of ihedoldeii Horn, avIk nee we eiijoyeil, a' j 
tho same time, ih«! vieAV of lln* 1 >o''phovis, ihe Sea of: 
.Marmora, ami finally of the harbour, or rather tin* j 
internal sea, of ( 'oustantiuopk*. d’hoie we forgi-t Mar- j 
inora., the Asiatic coa.st, aial the llo.sydioru.s, to contt'in- | 
])]afo Avith lamci'iitrateil gazo tlie basin of thi! Hoiden j 
■lloru, and tin* s«!veu cities susiieiided on thest'vi'u bills ; 
of (’onstniitliiojdi', all converging toAvards the arm of . 
the sea, round which stands the uuapie and im-ftmpar- ; 
able city, at once town, country, sea, Imrhour, garden.'-, I 
wondt'd mountains, deep valleys, a. throng i>f liousi's, a 
swarm of vessi'ls and strei.ts, trancpiil lakes, and eii- 
clianting solitudes — a view such as no pencil couki 
pourtray Imt by details, a. yirospect, where i!vcry stroke 
nf Iho oar brought to the (*yc and the mind a iicav ap- 
pearance, an imposing and diversUied impression. 


ami tin* arms, 'flieir canpies are narroAV canoes, from 
iwi iity t») thirty feet long, and tAvo or three broad, 
mad/ of walnut-As ood, A arnh lied ami glossy as maho- 
gany. The proAV ef these boats is as sliarp as the iron 
nf a. lance, and cuts the sea liki* a knife*, 'rhe narrow 
form «d‘ thes(* canjin's vomk'fs them ilangerous and 
uncomfoi .able for l'raid;s avIio are not accustomed to 
them: l hey upset at the least sAvay that au nmkiltul 
I'ovu imparls to them. Itisbetti'r to sit down at tho 
bottom of the boat, like the Turks, ami take can* that 
liu weight of the boily is ccjuallv distribuied he tweeii 
, liu* two side.s. They arc of ditVeia nt si/.e^. eaj'akle of 
j containing from oiu* to b'ur or eight j)as.'-t'ngi r.s, hut all 
i ari of the. same build, 'riiey may he counted hy llioil- 
I amis ill the barbours of (.'onstaniinopK* ; and iudepen- 
1 deiitly of thubo which are*, like* liackiiey-ceiachcs, lor 
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the uso of the public at all hours, each iiulividual of 
good circumstances in the town lias one of his ow'u, the 
rowers of which arc his domestics. Every man who 
has to go about the town on business is obliged to cross 
the sea sever.il times in the day. 

On leaving the squai’c, wo entered the dirty and 
populous streets of the Pera bazaar. In almost every 
respect, cxc('pt eostiimo, they present the sjimo aspect 
as the neighbourhood of our town-markets; — wooden 
stalls, where pics or meat are cooked for the populace ; 
shops for barbers, tobacconists, vegetable and fruit 
sellers ; a thick and eager crowd in tlie strc'ots ; all the 
oi>stumes, and all llic tongues, of tlio East assailing the 
ey(' and ear ; and, beyond all, tlio barkings of number- 
less dogs, wdiieli liil tlie sfpiares and the bazaars, and 
tight amongst tlieinselves for the refuse that is throw'ii 
to the doors. From tliere we entered ii long, deserted, 
and narrow street, w'liicli mounts, by a steep acclivity, 
to tlio hill of Pera ; tlu^ grated windows allow not a 
single peep into the interior of tlie Turkish houses, 
which have au a])pearancc of poverty and di*sertioii ; 
at intervals, tlie green top of a cyiu’ess shoots from an 
enclosure of grey and ruinous walls, and rises iiumove- 
ably into the transparent atmosphere. White and bine 
pigeons arc scatterc'd on tlio windows and roofs of the 
houses, and ilU the silent streets with their melancludy 
cooing. At the top of these stri'Ots extends tlu^ Vn^au* 
tiful <|iiarter of I’era, inhahited hy the I'uroyieaiis, 
ambassadors, and consuls. It is .a ([iiarter peiToetly 
resembling a poor small town in the French }»roviiu*es. 
There wore some handsome palaces of the ambassadors, 
built oil the sloping terraces of (Jalata ; Vmt we ean see 
nothing nowljiit eolunnis stretched on the ground, sides 
of blackened walls and destroyed gardens; the (lames 
of the lire have devoured all. l*era lias iK'ifher eha- 
racter, originality, nor lieanty ; we cannot perceive fnmi 
its streets, the sea, or the iiills, or the gardens of Coii- 
stantinople ; we must nioiint to the top «if the roofs to 
oiijoy the inagnifieeiit prosi»ect witli which nature and 
art have environed it. 

M. Triiqui rectuved us as his ehiMi’on, llisliousi' 
is large, elegant, ami delightfully situated ; he j)lae«‘d it 
entirely at our disposal. Tlie rielie.->L furniture, the i.'\- 
qiiisite fare of Europe, tlie most allectioiiate solieitmh's 
of friendsiiip, tlio most soothing and amiahh? .‘•oeiety, 
are substituted for the eari»<'t or mat of the dosert, tie? 
pilau of the Arab, the lamghness an<l uproar of a ma- 
ritime life. 1 was se.'ircely installed in Ins housi,! wln-n 
1 received a letter from Adneral Koussln, French am- 
bassador at ( Vjnstanlinople, uho hud tlie kindiuss to 
offer us hospitality at '^I'lim-apla. These tfmeliing marks 
of interest and gf»od-will, received from eoinitr\men 
with whom we are uiiactiiiaiiited, a ihousand miles Irom 
lionio, and amidst isolation and misfortune, leave a i 
proroiiTid iiujiressioii on the iiieinory of travellers. ^ 

JMajt *J1, *J’2, (md *J3. — Passed in tlie unlading id’tlie 
two brigs, in repose, and in receiving visits from the 
principal niercliaiits of Pera ; in the enjoyineiit «»f .M. 
Trimui's intimate friendsiiip, and in the .society of liiun 
self and his friends ; in excursions t|irough ( ’< tstunli- 
nople, and taking a general view of the eiiy ; ami, 
linally, in pa\ing a visit to the ambassador at Tlierapia. 

May ‘J3. — When we suddenly quit the ever 'Varying 
and stormy scene of the sea, tlie dark and restless cabin 
of a brig, tin? fatiguing roll of the wave's ; wlieii we feel 
our footing sure on a friendly ooil, surrounded by num, 
books, and all lli': comforis of Itte : wlien we h'i\(j 
before us fields and w<M)ds to ramble through, and tlie 
whole existence of a land liie to r- aiiue alter a hiiig 
disuse*, we experience au insTiuctive and oh^> ' ha'll sense 
of enjoyment, which never elovs; ;-nyland whai. o vtu-, 
even the i. >st wild and far away, is like a native couji- 
try that we have found again. 1 have experienced this 
twenty times on disem./arking, even for a few In urs, 
on an unknown and desi rt ci.ast ; a rock that shell 
from the blast; ;i t-er; that given sliiide with its .stem 
or its branches ; a ray (he smi, wliich In ats tlie sand 
on W'hich we are seated ; the lizards whicn ex’awl 
between the stones; the insects w’-k'ii buz around; 
the bird aj^proaching in distru:-!, and uttering a fc,hriek 


of alarm ; — .all tlii.s, so indllfcront to a man dwelling on 
the land, is an entire world to the wearied navigator 
wdio has just been lowered down the side of a ship. But 
the ship is there swinging in the gulf on the rough swell, 
to whicli we must shortly again resort. The .sailors 
arc on the yards, engaged in drying or stitcliing tho 
rented mainsail ; the boat wliich goes, without ceasing, 
to and fro, between the ship and the shore, scales the 
W'.aves, and disappears in their foaming Iiollows; it 
binng.s provisions to laud, or carries fresh water from 
the w'ateriiig place to the vessrd ; the cabin-boys wash 
their colonrc’d sliirts, and hang thcm.im (he macUic-treea 
on the beaeli ; tlie captain observes the s);y, and awaits 
the turn of the breeze to recall the passengers by a 
caniioii-.shot to their life of misery, davkiuss, and 
niolioii. Although in a Imrrv to arrive at our destina- 
tion, we put iq) .secret vows tliat the opposite wind may 
not come too quickly, so that anothm* day may be 
granted us ihroiigli necessity to I'lijoy tbit, inward 
delight which attaches man to the land. We make 
friends with tlu* coast, and tho small ridge oi‘ grass or 
shrubs which .stretclu’s hetwt>en the sea and tie' rocks; 
with the s]u*ing hidden under tin* roots of some old 
h(dly-oak ; with the wet'ds and small wild Jlow<‘cs, which 
the wind is iiicijssaiilly shaking into the ch'fts of tlie 
ledge, and which we shall lu'vi'r again heh.old. When 
the shot of buimiums issues from the x-esvid ; wIumi tlie 
signal flag is hoir.ti d on the mast, and tlie jolly-lioat is 
dispatched to bring us on board, we could almo'-t wvep 
i Jeaving this nauu'less (!orni r of the world, whej'e we 
have hut stndehed our cramped limbs lin* a fow hours. 
I have oftim fidt this innate love of man for any p liof 
whabsoever, even on a solitary, unknown, ami savage 
shore. 

But here I experienci* two opposing sensations, fin', 
one sweet, the otiier Eirst, this pleasure wliieh 

I have just dc-erilM'd, of having a lirm hold id' the land, 
a l»edwhic!nio longer gl\i s way and falls (o th«' ground, 
a floor which no longer tliiows one uiieoasinglv from 
II to wall, room to walk freel'> ahout, large windows 

open or shut at plcasui'o w it lioiit fear of being l.irolo-i 
in ujion by the lashing w a ves ; the rajaiire of in ariie. 
the wind rustling in tin* curta ■ wiihont making fin 
house lurch, the .<ail.'i ludlow, tlie inasls creal;, or (In 
saihars run on the decli with a deafiidng claflor. I'ur- 
ierm<»re, .agrecaliii.' inforcoure with Europe, (ra\e!- 
lei’s, iiierehants, journals, )/iiok ;, all that puts man in 
omniunion of idea tiiid life with man- -that, participa- 
ioii ill ilii' 'general niovi iiieiit of things and thought, 
from which wi* ha\i! been so long s- vep d ; atnl l evoiid 
ill, the warm, .'uteiitive, ami comibrtabh' hosjiitalily, I 
will say more, the friendshi]*, of our i xcelleiit ho•^t, Al. 
Truqni, vjio seems as happy to la stow on ns his ain n- 
tions, :intlci}.atin,g clviliti' S. .-ind all ! In* eonilbrts that 
lie i-aii pnxmrc (or ns, as v\e our.a lves are happy to 
ucce[)t t,la 111 . lixcellenL man ! A man rarel\ lo I e 
found, wl <• like I ha ve not a si i-oiid I inn* eneoiinlert d 

ill my long iru\ oiling i-ar-cr! II is immiory will la- I'ver 
sweet to mo, so rd’t' n as 1 shall recall to my mind these 
tim»-s of pil'/rima *, ami my thoughts will pursue him 
to the ima.sis oi A; la, or of AlVica, where fortune con- 
demns him to I'oiiclude his d.a ys. 

Bui wiem we h:ivr‘eiijoMtl,iihiio''t uncopsciousl \ , the. e 

first ec tacics of a return to land, w(? ;ire t«'inple»I to 
rcgi*. the uiicertaitity and perpetual agitation ot (hi; 
.M-afuriiig lih:. At h ast, tlm ihouglit has not leisure 
thorc to fold hack iq»on ilsidf, and to lathoin lheahys.' ‘ S 
of woe wliich death lias Imllowf d in oiir hearts ! Sorrow 
ccruiuly is iiiseparalily lliere, (mt it is i-vciy iiislaut 
iiifoc.-apU'd by Sf.iiic r* (lection which pn^vents its weight 
'ang 80 overwheluiing ; tlm noise. an<l briskness w'iiicli 
ar'- iT'ouiid us; tlie evcr-ebaiigiiig a]tpearaiice ol tin? 
ihei. of the M'sscl ami of the sea; the w'tives which 
swe''‘ rsub.shh'; tlie wind wJiicIi ehaiigcM, fnisliciis, 
dies away ; tlie sail* wbicli require to bo trinimed twenty 
ti lies a (lay ; llif sight of the niamciivres, in which 
oiirsoi\es are olicii callcii upon in rough weather to 
limit a h eel ; i u' thnu.' and accidents of a teinpe.stuous 
day or m^in, ; the pitching, sails (ginded away, hroKcn 
fitrnilurc rolling in the cabins ; the dull iiTOguUiri^troKcs 
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of the sea again.'il the vlhraUng pinnies of the berths, 
>vhore wo are striving to sleep ; the hurried stops of the 
men on wateh running from one sidtr to another above 
our heads ; the ilntlered ehir])ing of tlio cliiekenR, whicli 
tlie waves are drowning in tlu'ir coo}):'; bound to the foot 
of tlu^niast; the ci'owing of th(^ cooks, as tht'y de.sery 
tlie dawn at the end of a night of gloom and storm ; the 
hissing of tlie cord, when the log is heavi'd to try the 
j‘ato of going ; the unexpected, nnrecogni.sed, fantastic 
ypix'awulee of some savage or gr:u*eful coast svhieli was 
not thought of the evening before, and which we sail 
along at tin* rising of the sim, surveying tlu' Iieight of 
its mountains, or jnunting out wiili <»ur lingers its 
towns ami villag<‘.s gl(*aming like lu'ajjs of snow amid 
planiations of llrs; — all this int(;r(‘sts more* or loss tlu* 
mind, givi'S a little ndiid* to the lu'art, dissij^ates grief 
and blunts agony, whilst the voyago* eontinn«*.s; hnt tlie 
\vhol<* falls again upon the mind with all its wc.-ight, as 
.soon as we hav(' touched the shore, and sleep iiiatran- 
(jiiil bed has restorc'd a man to the intensity of hit 
impn'ssioiis. 'fhe heart, whieli is no hmgei* boguile<l 
by vulwar«l fdijeels, timls itsolf onei' niori* f:U; to fae« 
with its luMiisod .sontinKUit.s, its (les|tairing thoughf.s, 
atiiiiliilatod fulun? ! We know not iiow we shall siipp it 
the fonuer liie, tlu* monotonous, empty life, of towns 
and soeiety. It is this which I liiid so acutely now, as 
(iosii‘«* an ot('rnal sailing, a voyago without end, with 
all its elianeos and distraetimis, cm-u tin* most dilUcndt 
t<.» ho endured. Alas! it is what I road in the eyes of 
my wif(‘, I'vi-n mor<‘ than in my own heart. 'I’he sutler- 
lug of a man is notliing to that of a w oinan,of a mother ; 
a woman livos ami dies upon a single thought, a singh* 
scnliuu'ut ; t(» a vvoman lii’o eonsists in possos.'.ing a 
(■horisliod <»hjoet, doaih in losing it ! .Man lives on all, 
gooil or Itad : (!<>d dot's not kill him at a .single ‘Unda’. 

Mntj ‘.I!. I have surrounded myself with tlio new.s- 
papors a!id ]>;nniihlols roeoutly arrived IVom I’airopo, 
whieli Iho ei\ilily of the i’romli and .\n.-.lrian amhus- 
sadi'vs sends mo in piadusiou. Afe r ha\ ing read tin* 
wl 1 in eoiitinn I in t!i( ideas whieli 1 lunl 

liornowiili me from I’.ui ju*. 1 that atVair.s aiti' 
gctlier progress a«‘i*ordii to the jioliiieal loresigln, 
whieli hi'-.!«)rieal ami jdiili .ophieal analogy oiialilos one 
to I’xereise as to the eon lo of i veiils ill this our age. 
Tiio commotion of i’raneo ssuhsiding; lOiirope, uneasy 
hut timid, lotdasoii wifli j' dousy and liatreil, but dares 
not iiilerfero ; il I'ools l y insliiiei, a pi*o]dndie instinct, 
tl.:it it might possildy di .iroy the exi glng e<jnilihriniu 
]»y ^.rirrillg. 1 iiovor llim ght ila-re woultl he wav in 
eonsoi|noneo of the I’evoh tion «if .Iiilv; !•’ ranee must 
li.ivo boon ahand.iuod to ilio eonusol- idnieii t 

iiiitialoait.iek jarnl I'raiiei' not aggri ssii >',1'. opeeould| 
searecly thrown itself with any gamty <d‘ lieari. [ 

iiiio a 1 * 0 % oli.tioii;ir\ fnrnaeo, w bore it m ;lil be seorehod i 
whilst altoiMptiiig to (iiieiudi. 'I’lu' <go\ niim nl of .1 nly , 
ha,'; iiierili tl wi ll of f'ranee and lauroi ■ from this soli- \ 
ry fact, of having restraini'd the impaliein ami idiml | 
I'doiir of tin* warlike .spirit in I’rance, afli’v tlie tlirer j 
days. I'nroite and i’’r Id liav * e(|naily sutlered. 1 

\V\‘ h.ad no armies, in juihlie sidrlt, lor i here is iiotliiiig ' 
'\itliont niianimily ; a fondgMi warwoiihl li.ave instantly i 
excited civil war in 11 i! .soiitli and west of Praiiei*, 
s' <*ution and spoliation would liave followed on every 
Sale. No government could liave maintaiiied ii.sc'jf at 
I’aris, iindi'i* tin* ri'volntionary thro.*s of llie centre »f 
the Kingdom. Whilst the shreils of armies, iormed by a 
oiitaiiemis jiatiiotism without guide or elieck, \\ 
liaingswept av/av on the easti-ni Iromlev.s, the .south, as 
far as l.yoii: would li.'ive inoiiiiti'd tlie white cockadi 
the we.st, as far tin* Loire, would liav o been orgaiiisi.d 
eiieo more into Vhiidf'nn guerillas; tin* maiuifaclnring 
]'"l»ulallons of .L)oiis, Jiouen, and Tari.s, exaspevat'* 1 
by tlie misiTv into wliieli an iuterrnpilon of their latiour 
iiuist have ])Iun!n‘(l them, would have induced an explo- 
>'i"M in the iiiiddh*, and ]»()ur('d in undisciplined iiiassc.s 
oil Paris and the frontier.s, cliooidng from tlieinsolve.s 
their chiefs of a day, and imjiosing (heir caprices as the 
plans of eumpaign. l^ropiTty, commerce, industry, 
^‘I’t'dit, all bad perished at the saim? time ; it Avould havt 
t‘o*eded violence to luive made loans, or collected taxca, 


Money concealed, and credit extingiiisliod, despair bad 
urged to resistance, and resistance to spoliation, to 
murder, and sacritices to the populace ; once entered 
upon the shout for blood, there had no longer been any 
issue but aiiarcliy, a dictatorsliip, or disnieinbernicnt. 

I hit all tin's again would have been rendered more com- 
plicated by tlie sudden and spontaneous movement in 
various parts of Europe ; Spain, Italy, Poland, the bankii 
of the Uliiiie, IJelgiuin, all had taken fire together, or one 
after the othi'r ; the whole of Europe would have been 
dragged into a lliictuation of insurrections and forcible 
sujtpr<?ssions, w liicIi at irvtay iTistant innst have changed 
the faci* of affairs. We should have entered, ill jirepared, 
into another tliirty years’ w ar. Tlie genius of civilisa- 
tion hius willed it otherw ise*. A 11 has occurred as it ought 
to have dom*. 'fliere will he no fighting until after 
preparation for the combat, until after the nations have 
reconnoitred, calculated, jiassed in i*(?view^, and ranged 
ihem.selve.s in order of battle; the, coiillict will be 
n*gular,and w ill have a ccrta.in and fori'seeii result ; it 
will not be a sKirniisli in tile dark. 

(>n<* judges these things better at a distance, boeauso 
minor details do not impede the obsi'rvation, and <jhject 3 
pri.seiit theiiiselvt's in important masse.s. Jt was on 
tills acemmt that the ]»roj>hets and nttimers of orachs 
lived in solitude, and far removed from the Avorld ; lluy 
were sages, investigating affairs in their g<'neral r«‘la- 
llon.s, without having tlieir minds disturbed by the petty 
passions of the* moment. A politician must often witli- 
ilraw himseif from the seem* on which the drama of liis 
era is played, if he would judge corn^ctly and aiiticI[>ato 
tlie result. To proplu'sy is impossible, for knowledge 
of futurity belong.s only to (led ; but to foresee is pos- 
sible, for sagacity is one of man's possessions. 

1 often ask myself wiiert* this great movement in 
minds ami affair.‘^, wliieh, taking its ri.*'-(.' in France, stirs 
up the w(*rld, and drags all things by forci* or inclina- 
tion into its vortex, will end. 1 am not one of thosis 
who see in this e.xeitement the mere exciti'ini'iit itself, 

I that is to say, tlu* tumult and disorder of ideas, or wlio 
believe the mural and political world to be in those 
linal convulsions wliich jirecede death and decomposi- 
tion. Jt is evidently a. dujile.x movement, embracing 
both decompu.siiion and orgaiiisatinn ; (lu* creative .spirit 
is at work as fast as tin* di >l.ructive sjiirit overtlirows ; 
one opinion replace.s another, one form is substituted 
for another; wlieri‘ver jiast institutions criimblo, future 
ones, all prepared, l ist* up heliimi the ruins; tlio transi- 
tion is dillicnlt ami rude, as is every eliiiiige Avliere llie 
passions and interests of nu'ii are in strife ilnriiig tlie 
prugres.s, wh» re the soeial ordi'rs and dilfereiit nations 
ailvaiice w itli uueijiial steps, wlu're som >bstinately 

retrograde whiFl ilu^ ma.ss push onwards. C'onfiision, 
tumult, ruin, ohscurlty, ]»revail at intervals, but the 
wi’.Mls '^ealter tlu* cloiui of ^iu^t wliieh conceals the 
mute and the ti rmination, and those who are on the 
lu'jght.s disiingui.sli the mareli of tlie cehmins, descry 
tlu* luml of tlu* future, and iiereeive the sun, scarcely 
risen, lighting iip^va t liori/uiis. 1 hear nneeasingly 
npeated around in and even lu're — “.Men have lie 
longer any cr<‘eds,’' ahamloned to individual rea- 

son ; tlu're is no longer a eoinimm faith in any thing, 
wheiluT in religion, gov(*rnment, or the social state. 
('ret'd.s, a common hiilh — they are a mere broken 
spring, the w hole maehiiie is disarranged ; there is 
only om* inod<' I'f saving the nations, that of restoring 
tlu'iii their ciN'i'ds." To restore systems, to rixuseitale 
I popular dogmas extinct in the consciences of popula- 
tions, to re-establish what time lias overthrow n, is ]iure 
iioiisi'iise ; it is to strive against nature and the ten- 
i ill ney of things ; it is to inarcli in a path opposed to 
■ Frovidenee, ami the events which are the m.'irks of leu 
■;ti p; • we can only arrive at a conclusion by ibllowing 
I iii the w'ay where (lod leads (‘vi'iits and ideas ; tim 
I course of time nevi*r goes lu.ek ; wt* may giil»l(* t»ur- 
selvis and giiidi; tlie world in its powerfnr eunvnt, but 
rail neither stem it nor make it rt*cede. 

. fTho Avoixl “creeds” h here to be u uler ti id ns embracing 
I fiociul and iniUticul, ii> well ua tcai 
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But is it tlien tnio that there is no lonpjer cither light 
in the human intellect, or common creed in tlio minds 
of nations, or inward and signiticant faith in tlio con- 
science of tlie huinaii race? It is a belief repeated 
■without being duly woigln'd ; it has no meaning. 11 the 
world liad no eommou idt'U, laitb, or ert'ed, it would 
not be 80 much in agitation ; Irom nothing conics no- 
thing, mind roars the inouiiineiit. Ihero is on the 
contrary .a powerful convicti(»ii, a fanatical faith, a con- 
fused but uiidt)fined iiope, an archait love, a common 
symbol, although not yet digested, which urges, presses, 
moves, attracts, condenses, and draws to one focus, all 
the intellectual powers, all the conseienct's, and all the 
moral vigour, of this epoch ; these revolutions, eoiiciis- 
sions, falls of empires, re]K\vted and gigantic movements 
in all the estatt'S of old Kiirope ; these eehoings in 
America and Asia; this irrelleetivt' and r^‘^^istless im- 
pulse, which imparts, in spite nf individual inelinations, 
BO much ngitution and eoneentnition to eolh'elive em'v- 
gies — Jill this is not an effect without a eaiiJ'C ; it has a 
meaning, a profound and coni‘eale«l meaning, but one 
palpable to the eye of the philosopher. U is jnveisely 
what you complain of having lo.st, wliat you deny in the 
existing world ; it is a conimon idfa, a conviction, a 
social law; it is a truth wliieli, having involuntarily 
pcneti*atcd into all minds, and, evtsi unknown to them- 
selves, into the minds of the masses, labours to w(u-k 
itself out ill events with the foreci ('f a divine truth, 
that is to say, an invincible force. On this ueeusnni it 
is general ratiocination ; words are its organ, the press 
is its apostle; it sprea<Is itself over the' wor]<l witli tlie 
infallibility and intenseness of a new religion ; it strives 
to reproduce in its (avii image religion, eiv ilisation, 
society, and legislation, left inij)crfev:t or altered in the 
errors and ignoi'anee of the dark agos they have jvasstd 
through ; ir wislu's to ' pi so in religion — an only ami 
perfect (lod for its dogma, eternal morality lor its 
symbol, worship and charity for its rite ; in politie.al af- 
fairs — humanity abov«* iiarionality ; in legislati. n — t! 
equality of nitiii, tiie Jn'otlierhood of mtui, soei ty as a 
fraternal exeliaiig«.> of reeiproeal serviees and doties, 
rt'gulated and guaranti-ed by law — iegislatioii based on 
Chi’istianity ! 

It labours for this, and it el}e<*is jv e. more 

that there are no systems, tita! tlien ^ no eoininoji 
faith in the men (..f tliest; day: e tile era <jf 

Christianity, never was so great aeeouiplislied 

in the world with means so s'. oak ! A ero.ss and a pr«-. 
— bueh are' tho two instrmm nl.s of the great e.-,t eivili'^- 
iiig movements in tin* worhl. 

d/oy 2 .'). — Tills evi niiig 1 seat' d myself alone nnd» r 
the eypressi's of tlu.* bank ef ifjo Do.id, io a spleirlld 
liiooiiiiglit, whieh was beating on Ibe >#f Marmora, 
iiiul even on the vioitt ontlims of Mount Olympus'* 
ftern.al >now,s, Tliese eypn-sses, vvliieli ovei-shadow the 
numbei'less tombs ed tile .M us.'^iiliiian.s, (b' /vinling from 
the heights of i’era to tlie edge of tiiir sea, are intor- 
spm'sed with pathways im;ri: or lesssteop, nliieh mount 
Irom the harbour of Constantinojile^o the v of 

tlie turning dervislie's. No one was ]»a.-,sing at this liour, 
and I miglit liave lieJie'ved iiiysi'lf a hundred JeagiU'*. 
from a large eity, if the thousand iioisi s <>f t veiiiu;.’, 
borne along by thi: wind, did not come ami die away 
under the rustling iiramdn'?, of tlm eypress-trees. AH 
these noises, scifioned alnaf'y by tlie latemess of tlie 
liour, the song (>j sailors fiaan tb«.*':diijis, the strol" s < 
the Oars Ironi caiques passing in ilje waters, the soinnls 
of the .savage iiL'-.Innurjits (d ibe f jeigari.ans. tile drums 
of the barracks and arsenals, the veic* . of women 
singing their childiN'ii to sloep the gi .led v u !ow-y 
the proL .ged murmurs (tf the jifqndous streets ami 
bazaars of Ihilaui; from riimao time l.he erv e,f Uio 
jnuet/lims from the Ivq) of the minai-e-is, or a" c.-. neon 
shot, A signal for return, co-oing tVom the tleet anch. . ..-d 
at the mouth of riie Jjo.spjirjrus, iev( rbi'rated bv the 
mosques and bb.>, and I.Jling ii.(„ th(.' businof thetjolden 
.Horn, where it Ibund an echo nirh-r tl*.. ni(»t.ionIess 
willows on the calm waters; all t.h -m- ikjIm wero cou- 
louo^ atinomejjt.s into a .single dull and indlsllnct 
bu 24 ng 9 formed, us it were, a lumuomous music. 


in wiiich the human noises, the suppressed respiration 
of a large city asleep, wero mingled, witliout being dis- 
tinguishable, W'ith tlio noises of nature, the distant 
beating t)f the waves, and the gusts of wind, which bent 
the tapering tops of the cypresses. This is oiio of those 
imprcs.sions tho most inhnito and oppressive that a 
poetical mind can oncountf'r. All is commingled to- 
getlier, man and (loil, nature and society, mental agi- 
tation, and the melancholy repose of the thought. Wo 
know not wlietluu* we still take part in this groat move- 
ment of auiinated beings, immersed in joy or .sufTering, 
amid this tumult of voices wliicli arises, or in the iioe- 
tiirnal calm of the elements which an' also murmuring, 
and which exalt the mind above cities and empires in 
syin]»athy witli natiin' and (loti. 

The Seragli(», a vast peninsula, hlaekened by ils 
plane-trees and eyjiresses, jirojeett'd likt: a cape td 
forests between tlie two .seas. The moon was gleaming 
on its mnneroiis kiosks, and tlie old walls t)f tht' ]>ahiei' 
of Annirath sprang up like a rock from the dark green 
of tht' planes. I had beneath my tyes and in my 
thought the whole set'iie wliere so many iinftirtunate oV 
glttrious tiramas ha<l het'ii jK'idbrmt'd in tin? etuirst; of 
ages. All these tiramas aj>peart*tl heibre me with their 
aciors, and their tnieks of blootl or glory. 

1 saw a horde issue from Caneasiis, ]tropelled by that 
in.stiiitq, t>f ptu'egrinatioii whieh (lod implaiiti'il in eoii- 
tpiering tribt“-, us lie lias given it to tin* bees, wbieli 
It'.'ive tilt: Irnnk tif a tree to tlir»*\v tjiit fresli swarms, 
'flo' gre.'it palriarelial iigiire t.if Otlunan, in tlit' mi<l'>t 
of liis tents ami bis iltieks, spreading bi.s pet)pl(.' in Asia 
Minor, iolvaneiiig by ih gri s’s to llroussa, espirlug in 
tlu' arms ttf bi.s sous, then bis lieuieiiants, and .saying to 
Urchan — 

*• 1 tlie witliout regret, since I b'ave.'i snt'ee^^sov Mieli 
as tluMi art ; go and proj>agat»' tlie iliv ine law, tlie Idea 
of nhit'h eeim.' to ii.s from .Mecca. t.» tlie Cau- 

ea.-.u.s — 1 m' t'liarii.ible and iner«‘ilul as i» ; it is by suelt 
ine.aii.s that jrince.s tiraw down on tloir nation the 
bl;>sing tif t b)d ! Lt'a ve mn iiiy body In t|d^ land, w liicli 

bin. .'I route Ibr U'., but la\ my nioi'ial r«'m:iiris in 
(.'oU'^laiitinopie, ill tlie .spot ubieb I jiniiit out in d\iug,*’ 

A few \eai>- latt'i', Oreliaii, soli of ( )tlnnan. was eii- 
camped at ."'^eutari, on tlio'.e small bill.'., wliicli tin.* wood 
of c\ jtress now darkiiH. The (.iroelt Ibiiperor, ( 'anta • 
t'U/em', etc reed by necessity, gave him the beautiful 
'J’ln tidara, bi.s daiiglit* r, uhiIh.' tilth wife of liis seraglio. 
The \oung ])riiK.-e.'S crossed, amidst the playing e-f 
mu.-ic.il iu.strument..', llial arm t»f the st'it wlmis' I now 
."uw the Kii.ssian llo« t riding, und wont, like a vit'tim (o 
a ust.'b ss immolation, to prolong for a b-w tlavs tlm 
tlur.'iiiou of tin* t'lupirt'. Sbortlv,tlie .sons of Orcli.aii 
approach the shore, follovvtd by a few valiant, soltliers; 
in lilt' night lliey c(*nstj'uct tlin t* I'al'ts, supported by 
Idadder-, and pass the ...^tiaiT under favour of tl.'e d;ii’k- 
ne.ss. 'f • t ireek seiitim.ls are .isli (>p. A y<»uug jx a'.'arit, 
going to liis labour at. break of d.ay, meets lluj stra}- 
iiig Ottomans, au<l ]n)ints out to them the mouth of .■i 
sulitenauean j»: sage which le;ids to ih*? interior of the 
ca.stle, and ttie J urks gain a footing and a fortiv.s.s iii 

Ihirepe. 

Tomj reigns l.'P r, Mahomet 11. answered tin* (I'reek 
amha.-'-adois — 1 am forming no enterprise against 
yon the (‘inpire of ( Vms'antinojde is boundi’d hy its 
waifs. ’ Hut I 'onstaiitimqih' tints limited, pri.-veiils 
sultan sleeping; he .sends to .'irou.se liis vi/ier, ami say.i 
tf> him, ‘"• I di ni;ind (.’orislantliiople from thee; I <*Jiu 
find no sl< ep on thi.'-! pillow ; (iod will deliver to me tlm 
Ibn'-aii.s.” In his brutal imp,’iti(*iic<*, li<' darts his laiico 
inn. the waves, wbieh threaten to ovi'i'wlielm his eii- 
e -mpiiient. lio !*’ .said lie to his soldit:rs, the lust day 
ol t'ne us.Hanlt, “J re.serve for inysi'lf. the towm aknn' , 
tl' gold ami tin* women are yours. Tin- govenmu'H* 
of my large.st provima' to him who sli.'ill first inoniittlH^ 
r;impaifM.” 'J’iie whoh* night, the land arid the wa^’J 
w<‘re )l!iunine<! by imiuiiierahlc fire.s, which KUi>l>ht‘ 

t»K‘ p| . -e of lay, r.nlil that day dawned which waa ® 

<lehve.r In ; t Mtomans their jirey. . . 

Duiiiig that time, under the sornbre cupola of 
Sonhia, the brave and nnforlunate Constantine ciinn-j 
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on Ills last night, to pray to the God of empires, and to 
receive the sacrament with tears in his eyes ; at sun- 
rise ho went forth on horseback, amidst th(3 shrieks 
and groans of his family, to meet death like a licro in 
llic breach. It was the 2.0tli May, 1 

A few lioiirs afterwards tin? axe broke open tlic gates 
of Saint Sophia ; old men, women, young girls, monks, 
and nun.s, crowded that vast catlicdral, whose courts, 
chapels, galleries, vaults, immense pulpits, domes, ami 
platforms, could contain the population of a wliolc 
town. A last shriek arose to heaven as the yell of 
Cliristianity ; in a few miimtcs (JO, (100 old men, women, 
ami children, without distinetion of rank, age, or sex, 
were bound in conj)le.s, llui men with (munIs, the women 
with their veils or sashes. I'lioso coupled slaves wtirc 
thrown into ships, carried to the Ottoman camp, in- 
sulted, exchanged, sol<], or bartered, like beasts of 
biirdtm. Never were; similar lamentations heard ontlu* 
two hanks of Knropo and Asia; wiv<'s were separated 
for ever from their hiishamls, and children fr«)iu tln‘ir 
motlier.s, for the Turks drove this living booty, hy 
difierent routes, from ( onstantinoplc into the interior 
of Asia, (k)nstantinople was sacked for eiglit hours; 
tin'll JMaliomet 11. enti'vi'd hy the Holy Ivoman gale, 
surrounded hy his vl/icrs, his pachas, ami his guaivl. 
jlo descended at tlnj outer gate of r^aiiit Sophia, and 
strui'k, with Ids jatagaii, a soldier who Avas breaking 
the altars, lb' wislu'd notbing to bo destrovi'd. He 
transforoK'd the eliureli into ainos(pu', ami a inuct/liin 
jii()unt('d for tln3 lirst liirn^ u[»on that same towi'i*. 
Avlience 1 ht'ard him at this vc'ry hour chanting te 
summon the Mussulmans to ]»rayer, ami to glorify, in 
another form, the ( lod who ha<l In'en adored there thi 
previous <;veuii\g. IT'om then', Maliomet resorted t< 
the d('serted ])alace of the Greek einperor.s, and ivciti'' 
oil enb'i'iiig it thes(', I’ersiau vc'rses : — 

“ Tlie spider Aveaves liis web in tlio ])alaei' of llu 
empei'ors, and the owl seri.eclies at mididght on tin 
lov I'lvj oi' I'Jraslal) !'’ 

'lTn! holly of Contiiaiiline was found that very dn’> 
under hea]»s of slain, d’iie janissaries had beard : 
Greek, magiiitieenlly elad, and .struggling in agony 
exclaim, '■‘Is there no Christian to lie found whoAvil 
rid me of lifoP’ 'I’iiey had e)ioj»ped off his head. Twi 
eagles, embroidered in gold on bis bn.ddns, and tin 
tears of some faithful Greeks, left no doubt that thi 
unknown sfddiel* uas (lie Imive and unfortunate (‘on 
slanflue. Hi.s bead uas expo.scd, in orih’i* that tin 
Aanijulsbei! miglit ento.rtain no doubt as to his death 
or hope (if Seeing Iiini reaj-pear; lie Avas then burie' 
Avith the honours due to the tiiroue, heroism, and de.atl; 

Mahomet did not abuse liis viefory. The religion 
lohu'ation of tbc'. Turks Avns exliil/iled in Ids iirsl ads 
He granted to the (Tiristiaiis their eliureln-s, and th 
liberty of juihlic Avorsliip. Ho maintained the Gret 
patriarch in his functions. He liimself, seated on Jn 
throne, delivered the crosier and jiasforal staff to tli 
monk Gennadins, and gave Idni a l iehlA capai isonoi 
hor.se. The fugitive (irceks saved themselves in llal; 
and carried there Ihe taste for poh mical di.sjuites, 1\ 
philosojdiy and lett('rs. The torch, extingui.diod at 
Con.stanlinoplt*, ca.st its sparks OA’i-r llu' iMediti'rraoean, 
and AA'as rekindled at I'Torence ami Jlonu'. Hnring the 
thirty years of a reign Avhicli Avas one c. nfinued coii' 
<liiost, Mahomet Jl. added to his emjiire *J00 towns ami 
111 kingdoms. He died in tlu' mid.st. of bl.s triumphs, 
and received the name of Mahomet the (Jrcat. His 
Jueinory still hovers over the last yoms of the i.ation 
which he estahlislicd in Ihiropcg and Avhich will shortly 
hear Jii.s tonih into Asia. T’liis prince had th«‘. conf- 
pI<!xioii of a Tartar, an agrei'ahle face, sunken eyes, a 
deep and piercing look. H<‘ hud all the virliic.s and 
all the vices which policy at ditb rent times rcipiircd. 

Ikija/.et II., the Louis XI. of the Ottomans, throAvhis 
Son.s into the .'^ea, and himself, driven from the throne 
I'.y Selim, Ih'd witli his Avomeii and trt'asure.s, and died 
ef poison administered hy his son. This Ndini, as an 
ausAAer to the vi/ier Avho asked him Avhero he should 
hx his tents, caused him to he strangled. The siicces- 
iior of the vizier put the same (fucstion, and met the 


ame fate ; a third pitched the tents, without any Sn- 
jrrogatioii, towards the four points of the universe ; 
nd when Sidini asked Avlnme his camp Avaa, Kvery 
-here,” answered tlio vizier; thy soldiers will folloAv 
lec in w'hatever direction thou turncst thy arms.” 
It is thus 1 sliould 1)0 served,” roplic'd the terriblo 
iiltan. It AAMS he avIio conquered hJgyi)t, and avIio, 
rated on a magnificent tliroiio rai.sed on the hanks of 
lie Nile, caused to bo led before him the entire tril)e 
if tlio oppressors of that beautiful country, and had 
KbOOO Mamcliike.s inas.saered before his eye.s. Their 
lodio.s Avero thrown into the river. All tliis Avas dono 
vithout personal cruelty, but throng! i that sentiment 
if fatalism Avhiidi led liim to believe in an especial mi.s- 
ieii; and feeling himsi lfthe instnimont to aceonqilish 
ilio Avill ol God, he regarded ilie Avorld as his conquest, 
ind men as the dust of liis feet. That same hand, 
lyt-'d Avith the blooil ol .so many tlidu.sands of men, 
wrote A'er.ses lull ()\ rrsignation, mildness, and jdiilo- 
iojdiy. A jiiece of wliitc marble still .'aibsists, on Avhich 
le engraved these sentences: — 

All comes from God ; he gives at his pleasure, or 
I’efu.sr.'s ns Avhat we ask of him. if any oiu' on earth 
30 ul(l accomplish any thing of liimsi lf, lie would bo 
'(jual to (Jod.” We rend JoAver down — ‘-Selim, tho 
servant of the poor, has eomnosed and Avritten tiiesiA 
veiv.(-‘S.” (‘onijuering Persia, fus died Avitli :i command 
to Ids vizier to make pious restitutions to tin* IT'rsiaii 
famili(!S Avlioin the war laid ruined. His tomh is placed 
by tin.' .side of Mahomet II., Avitli this proud epitaph — 
0)1 this <lay, Sultan Selim ]iassed to an etei-nal kijig- 
oni, leuA'ing tlh- em]tiro of the AvorM to Suieymaii.” 

1 saAvfrom hei‘e, glittering amongst tin.- domes of llie 
•ther mosipies, the ve'iph'iidaut cupola c.f tlie mosquo 
if Soleyinan, one of the most magmficf'm in (.'oii^tanti- 
nople. He had lo--t Ids eldest son, Maliomet, Avhom ho 
had hy the och'lirated Koxnlana. Thi.s nii'.sijne recalls 
a touching evidence of tl:r grief of this jirim.'e. To 

nour the i.u niory of Id's son, he fi’e^i'd a multitude of 
slaves of be.ih .se\e.s, Avi-liing thus to associate tlio 
sympaildes of others Avith Jiis own .'•orroAV. 

hi a .short, lime, alas I the neighhoiii-hi.od of this same 
meoipte Avas till' s ‘eiie of a terrible drama. Solevmaii, 
('\<dted against a .^m by anothi'r Avife, Mi:>tapha*, sent 
for tlie miipliti, and a.sked Idm, What ]»uidshment 
doi's Za'ir deserve, tlu' sla\(' of a. iiier.diam in tljis city, 
to A\hom wer<! confided by the mercliant, during a jour- 
ney, Ids Avife, his cliildren, and his treasures! /air 
Iia.s deraiigi'd the aiVairs of Ids master, has attempted 
to seduce liis A\ife, and has laid .^nares against tho 
children ; v I'at j'Uiiisliment does /air merit!” 

'J'iie sla * /a'lT defjt rvesdeaili,” writes tlio mujniti ; 
“'God is gn at !” 

Soleyinan, provided Avith this nu.-AVor, ovder.s Mus- 
tapha to Ids cam)). He arriAc'^ ai'ennqianied by Zeangir, 
a . < n of lb)xal;iiia,butw ho, tarfrom [lartakiiigthe liatrcl 
ot liis mother, here the tendi re^it friendslii)) for his 
bn'tlu'V Mimtaplia. WTien bu tbre the ti nt of Soleyinan, 
Mustapha is disarmed. He advances alono into the. 
first eiiclosiuv, A\4tei v* a complete solitude and mournful 
sJUaici* reign, l-’our mutes spring upon him, and at- 
tempt to stningle liim ; lie throws them down, and is 
I about to e^^caj)e, and call to Ids succour the army Avhich 
adoTi's him, wlieii Soh'yman himself, avIio had observed 
tlie struggle between the muti'S and his son, lifts np ii 
corner of tlie curtain of ld.s tent, and casts on them a 
IomIv s].arklliig with fury. ,\t his appearance tho mute.s 
get up, and suecei'd in strangling tho young prince. Ilia 
body ise\))osed on a carjiet iu'foro the tent of the sullaii. 
/eaiigir expires from des|*:iir on tho body of hi.s biHUlier, 
and the army eonti'nqdates, with a ti rrilied eye, tho 
iin))laeal)lo A'cngeaneo of a avouuiu, to whom U)\o ha.s 
jailneeteil the nniortniiaie Soh'yman. Mustafdia had a 
son ten y('ars old ; an order for his death is got hy sur- 
prise from tin* sultan hy Ibixalaiia. A si'en t envoy is 
charged to dec<*ivo the vigilance of the motiu'r of this 
boy. A ]»ret('\t is foigiu'd to dra-Av her to a country 
Mouse a short distance from Prou-sa. TIu' young 
p ineo Avas on horseh:ick ju-eeeding hi.s niother'.s litter. 
TTie litter w broken, uiid the Aoimg prince proceeds ill 
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advance, folldVved by tlio ouniicli charged with the 
secret order for his death. When sc;u'cely entered into 
the house, the cumu*li, stopping liini on the tlireshold, 
presents to him tht? Iiowstring — “ The snltiin wills that 
you die this hour,” says ho to him. “ That order is as 
sacred in my eyes as that of (Jod himself,” replies tin* 
boy, and stretches out his liead to the excicntioner. 
TJie inotIu‘r arrives, and finds the palpitating body of 
her son on the tliresholil of the door. The iiisinio pas- 
sion of Soleynian for Koxalana tilled the seraglio with 
inort' crimes than the palace of Argos had witnessed. 

The Seven Towjts recall to me the ih'ath of the first 
sultan inimolatt'd by the janissaries. Othinaii, dragged 
by them into tliis castle, fell two days afterwards under 
tlie dagger of Daoud, the vizier. The latter was him- 
self shortly after conducted to the Seven Towers. They 
tore off his turban, made him drink at the saine foun- 
tain at which the wretched Olhinan had "slaked his 
thirst, and strangled him in tin* same chamber in which 
he had killed his master. 1’he ada " of tin* janissaries, 
one of whose soldiers had laid hainls on Otliman, was 
broken ; and even until tin* abolilioii of that corps, when 
an officer called the fiotliada, another offic<‘r .-inswered, 
“ May the voice of that ada perish ! may the voice of 
that ada he anniliilated for (*ver ! ” 

The janissari(\s, repenting of the murder ef Othman, 
deposed Mustaplia, and proceeded to the sc*ragli«), to 
beg, on their knees, a boy of twelve years of age, to 
bestow on him tin* empire. Clotlied in a robe of silver 
cloth, the imjK'rial tiirhaii on his head, ainl seated on a 
portable tbroin*, four officers of the janissiiri(>M lift(‘d 
him on their shoulders, and promenadetl tin* young 
empoi’oi* in the midst of the people. 11 was Anniratli 
1V^, wortliy of the throne, to wliieh r<'Voit and repen- 
tance* had elevated him when a miinn*. 

There finished the glorious days of tlie Oltoman 
empire. The law of Soleynian, which (»rduine<i tliattln* 
sons of the sultans slionld h<* prisoncTs in tin* s<‘raglio, 
amongst eunuchs and w. ;nen, onervuted tlieOltoman 
blood, and reiulercd tlie empire a }U'ey 1(» tin* intrigues 
of tin* eiiiiuelis or the revolts of tlie janissaries. At 
intervals, some line eharact<*rs shine out, but tliey are 
without power, beeauso they have been a<'eiistome(I 
from infancy to be without will. W’liatever may be 
said in Murope, it is evident that the einjiire is dead, 
and that even a liero could impart to it but a sembkinee 
of life. 

The seraglio, now abandoned by Aralnimnd. is r.otliing 
move than a splendid tomb. Mow lull of diTiimitie ami 
toueiiing interest would be its st'cret liistury, if its walls 
eouiJ relate it ! 

(.)ne of the most afieellug and gentle* personages (»f 
this mysterious drama, is flie unfortunate .Selim, who, 
<l'-posed andiiiearct*rat(‘d i/i the seraglio, from not having 
Mied tin* blcjod of his uepln ws, berame tlie iiistruetor of 
the present .sultan, Mahmoud. .SeJim wim a } iiilosoplu r 
and j>oet. M’lie preeeptfu* had heen a king, the scholar 
Ava-s dt.>tined to he <jue likewise. During tin* long cap- 
tivity of these two j)riue<'S, Mahimuid, irritated by tlie 
iieglig'-nec of a slave, fell into a jiassipn and rtrii<-k liiin 
on tlie lae(\ ‘* Ah ! .\Ialimond,” said >ellm, “ when you 
iiave ])assf d through tlie furnace of the wm-Id. ymi will 
not get tlius excited. When y<ni have snffi-j'e'i .ihe me, 
you will learn to bear with aiinoyaiices, even with those 
from a s!a\ e.” 

The lot of Selim Avas unforfuiiate to tin* eml. .Mus- 
tapha Baraietar, one of Ids faitlifnl paehas, h.iviug taken 
arms in his cause, arrived at (.’orstaiitiuople, and pn.*- 
sented himself at ti.e g:ites of the seragho. The Sultan 
Mustaplia was iimiuriscd in plt*:isur.^aud at that mfui. ‘ut 
was in one of his kiosks on the lio- }.I;ornM. The 
ianghxs delendt*!! tht* entrance, Mi. .Lrplia retiiriiod tu 
the seraglio ; and whilst Harni.-tar was to cm tin gaie.s , 
with his artillery, denianding ti at Ids t. aster ;• bin | 
should be urreiidercd to him, tliat uidortui.ate pvim-e 
fell under the ])omards of the kislar-agaaiid ids eunuehs. 
The Snltan ]\lmtaplia caused Ids body to bf; throw. i f . 
Baraicor, wlio fell ujion the corpse, uiid covered i. 


with kisses and tears. They sought for Mahmoud, con- 
ccaletl in the seraglio ; it was feared that Mustaplia had 
shed the last drop of the blood of Othman ; but tliey at 
length found him, hid beneath some rolled-iip carpets, 
ill an ohscure corner of tlie .seraglio. He thought they 
were seeking Idni to kill him ; he was placed on the 
throne ; and Baraictar prostrated liimself before him. 
The heads of ]\liista]>lia’s partisans were exposed on 
tile Avails ; liis wives wi’re sewed up in leatlu‘rii sacks, 
and cast into the s(*a. IloAvi'vm*, a few days aftcrw'ards, 
ronstaiitinople became a fit*ld of battle. 'riu» janissaries 
rcvolteil against Baraictar, and again demanded Mus- 
lapha for sultan, wboin the cleiiumcy of Malimoud had 
spared. The s(*raglio Avas beKieg(*d, a eunfiagi'atioii 
consumed the half of Stamhoiil ; the friends of Mahmoud 
insisted ufioii tlu'di'atli of his brother Mustaplia, as the 
only means of .s.aving the life of the snltaii and tlnur 
own ; the seiit(*nee died upon his lips ; he covered his 
h(*ad with a shawl, and fell hack on a sofa. They pro- 
fited hy his .silenee, ami Mnsta]>lia was strangled. Mah- 
niond, thus become tin* last and only scion of Otliman’s 
stock, A\as an inviolahb* and saert'd being to all parties. 
Baraictar had heiui killed in the flames, fighting near 
the seraglio, and Mahmoud Ix'gaii his reign. 

The o]M‘n space of the Atineiibin, which stood gloomily 
out from hen*, behind the Avhite walls of the seraglio, 
AviliiessiMl the greati*st act of tlie reign of this prince, 
tlie extinction of the janis'^aries. This measure, whieh 
Avas aloiu* ealeulated to give fresli youtli and life to the 
empire, has produced nothing but one of tin* most bloody 
aiul lamenfa bit* scenes tb.'it were (‘verri'Cordi'd in a kiiig- 
dom's annals. It is yet Avritten on all Ihe niomuneiils 
of tin? Atmeidan in their fraguumls, and in tlie marks of 
bullets and tire. Malimoud liad made jiri'iiaratioiis for 
it like a. profound politieiun, and be ]uit it in execution 
like a. bero. An aceidmit stirred up llu* la.st revolt. 

An Kgyplie.n elTu'er struck a 'rurKisb soldier; tin* 
janissaries gave tin* signal to nwolt by exliibiting tlieir 
kettles turned upside down; tlie sultan, informed of 
event-', and well prepareil, was w ith bis ]irinei))al conn- 
sellers in om* of bis gardi iis at I'm si liilda ■ I’li on ibi* 
Bosphorus. H(* hastened to tlie seraglio, and hoisted the 
saered standard of Mahouu t; the muj>liti and ulemas, 
eongix'gated around the saeri'd banner, j>rom)iiiu*ed the 
aholilioM of tin* janissaries. 'I’he ri'giilar troops and tiio 
faithful Mussulmausarmedtliemselves, and assembled at 
tin* voice of the sultan, lb- liimself advanced on horse- 
back at tile h(*ad of tin* si'raglio troops ; tlie jiinlssaries, 
drawn up on tin* Atmeidan, received him w ith n speet ; 
lie went several timc5i through their nuitiiious ranks, 
alone*. Ids life every moment at risk, but. animated hy 
that sup(*riiatiir;il (*ourago wliieh a di*eisl ve resolution in- 
spires. 'riiatday Avas to he the last of his r*\isleuee, or 
tin* first of Ids eiifraneldsemeiit and ].K)wei’. 'I'ln* janis- 
saries, turning a deaf f'.'ir to Ids ( iitre.'ities, refused to 
n turn to tin*ir agris ; tln'V spreael iheinsidves over all 
the (juarters of the capital, to tin* mimliei* of -IthttOd 
men. 'Die faithful troojis of the sultan, the artilleiy 
and tin* bostanglds, oeeujiied tin* approa<.*hes to tin* 
stnn'ts b« h ringou tin* 11 ippodi'Mun* ; tin* sultan onh*red 
•hi*ni to tir«*, hut. tin* artillerymen ln*sitated, when a 
dete*rmiiHMi officer, Kara-Dejehemn'in, ran to one of tin* 
cannons, tired Ids pistol in the toueli-hole of tin* piece 
of or«lnane»*. and moAved down Avllli its gi'ape-shot the 
nearest ♦i'i'oujis of the janis.sari(.*s. 'J'he jaiiissarie.s 
recoiled, the artillery jdayed nj)on them from all points, 
their barr.'ieks wei*e consumed hy tire, and, hemmeil in 
upon Mds coufined .space, they perlslied l»y thousands 
hy tlni fading of the walls ujiou tln*ni, by the shot, and 
hy the llann‘s. The execution once eomineiieed, Avas 
not stayed until it h:nl reached the last, of the jaids- 
sarics. I'JO.dflh men enrolled in this corps, fell victims 
:n th' cajiital alone to the fury of the jnsiple and the 
dtau. The waters of the Boikphorus rolled their bodies 
to *tio See. of Marmora. ’rin)K<* that Avere not killed 
A "i • liaiilhlu d into Asia Minor, and perished on- the 
ri/if’ Tims Avas the empire freed. Tlie siiltHii, inoi’o 
ahs«diib: than any oj'ince ever Avas, has none hut ohe- 
dr.-iit subjects; he may at his plea>;uri> bake steps m 
regenerate the empire, hm he is too hilc; besides, h'-S 
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lirenliis is not equal to Ina courage. Tho hour of the Some large fillips of war pass in full sail out of the 
iiill of the Ottoman empire has struck ; it has many Bosphorus, salute the SoiTigiio with a broadsidt*, the 
points of rcsembJauce to the former Gwiek empirej and smoke from which envelopes them for an instant as if 
ibnatantinople is now awaiting fresh decrees of fate, with grey wings, whereoiit they again emerge with tho 
I see from here th(^ Russian Hoot, like a floating camp irilliant whiteness of their sails, and double, appearing 
of another Mahomet 11., pressing more and more around to touch, the lofty cypresses and broad j)luiu*-tr(‘es of 
the city and the harbour, and 1 descry the fires of the the Grand Seigneur’s garden, in order to enter the Sea 
Kalmuck bivouacs on the Asiatic hills. Tho Greeks >f Marmora. Other ships of war, composing llie entire 
return, under tho iiamo and in tho garb of Russians, licet of the sultan, are riding, to the number of thirty or 
and Frovidenee knows tlie day on which the last assault, fin-ty, at the entrance to the Bosphorus; their huge 
given by them to the walls of Constantinople, which is forms thrown gloom upon tho waters, on tho land-side ; 
at })rcHent the whole empire, will envelope in fire, smoke, only five or six in the whole are visible, tho hill and 
and desolation, this resphnidant city, now wrapped tho trees concealing the others, whose lofty prows, 
beiieatli my (ives in its last slmnlan*. nasts, and yards, seeming entwined with the ey presses, 

Tho finest view of Constantinople is from above our form a circular avenue winding to tho bottom of the 
a])artTnenls, from tho top (»f a belveden^ erected by JVl. Bosjihorus. There the mountains of the opposite coast, 
rnniui, on the terrmred roof of his house, 'riiis bel- or of the Asiatic shore, coni[>OKothe hack-ground of the 
vedtuv eoimnands the whoh.* group of tho lulls of P(‘ra, i)ietiiro ; they rise higlier and greener tiiaii those on 
of (Jalata, and of tin* (Miiiueiieiis wlueh surround tlu^ tho Kuropeaii side ; thick 1‘orests crown them, and 
harbour, and its placid watirrs. W(* look ovtn* Con- <*xteiid into ihi^ gorges which slopingly divide them ; 
staiitinople, and the sea, as if on the bael; of an eagle, their hanks, cultivated like gardens, bear solitary kiosks, 
Kurop<?, Asia, the mouth of tin; Bos])horus, and the n rraees, villages, and small mosques, quite shrouded by 
Sea of Marmora, an* under the (*ve all at the sanuj time, the braiielies ()f the large trees ; their hays an; full of 
Tin; city is at our feet. If wo liad but one glance to vessels at anchor, of caiques on tin; oar, or small boats 
cast upon tlu; ('artb, it would be from lu're it should he on the wing ; the town of Scutari streleh(;s at lh(*ir feet 
taken. J am unabh' to uiiderstajul every time that I on a wide margin, surmouuled by tlndr umhrageoua 
aseendthere, and I do so sov(‘ral times in the day, ])ass- crests, and eneireh;d by its s;i,ble forest ol‘ cypresses, 
ing there whole evt'uiugs, how it is that of so many An nninterrupt«*d string of eanjiies and l>oats, loaded 
travellers who hav(‘ visit»*d Constantinople, so few have with Asiatic soldiers, with horses, c)r witli (Jri'ck gar- 
exi)erienee(l tin* da/xliiig eih et which this scene pos- deiiers carrying vegetables to (’oustantiuople, extends 
sesses in my «‘yes, and throws <*ver mv mind. How is from .Scutari to (jalata, and is ever and anon severed, 
it (bat none lijive <leserib('d it ^ Is it iH cause woixls to give way to another file of large siii])s issuing from 
have iK'ilber (‘xpansion, nor compass, nor Cidmiring tlie Sea of Marmora. 

suifieient, and lieeanse tin* only lanjoiage which the ey( Retuniing to the coast of Kiirope, but to the other 
can speak IS painting 1 But painting itself has given side of the ehanin*! of the ( Jokien Horn, the lirst object 
notln'ng of all this ; it ha;; presi-nted but cold outlines, which the eye eneonntej's, after clearing tlu* Idiic basin 
mutilated scenes, ainl lifeh , eoioiirlng. But the count- of the channel, is tin* point of the Seraglio; it is the 
li;ss gradations and varietn ^ of the tints according to most majestic, varied, inagnitieent, and at tlie same tinio 
tin* skv and tin* hour, the liarinonious mingling and wild locality, that the eye of a jiainter could ga/.e upon, 
colossal vastjU’ss of the outliin's, the fieetin; nl < /I’lie point of the Seraglio advain*(*.s, like a. promontory 
tangled movements on its different horizons, tlie tint- j or a llattened cajie, into tin* three seas, immediately in 
teringof the hail on if:, tin ca-!, tin* Iniz./. of litefrom ' front of Asia. This pronioiiturv, starting from the gate 
the p(ipniati ii tin shores, the reports of cannon of the Smxiglio, on tin* Sea of Marmora, and concluding 
tlmmU-ring and inoiinting tVom tin* sliip.s, tli(‘ standards :it the grand kiosk of tin; sultan, opposite the shore of 
which ilroopor tloat from tin* mast-ln-ads, the multitude Fera, may he three quarters of a league in circumfer- 
ofcaVqin f, tlie vajioury ri'lleetion <if domes, niosijues, enco ; it is a triangle wlu»se base is the palace or the 
and minarets, i tin otli nrhu’e* of tin* wat(*r : all Seixiglio itself, its angle prv)jeei ing into the sea, and its 
tln'se lbing.s, where ar the lescribed ? Let us es.say longest side* extending along tin; inner harbour to the 
the task. canal of Foustantinople. I'rom the point on which I 

The hills of ( jalata, of (k'va. and three or four otlier stuiul, i command its t*nlire compass. It is a forest 
hills, slope from my h'et to the sea, covered with towns of gigantic trc't's, wliosi* trunks sjiring, like the shafts 
of <liflerent slnnles*; solin' havi their houses painted a of columns, from tlu* walls and terraces of the eiielo- 
))lo()d-red, others Mack with a tliroug of blue cupolas sure, ainl stn*teh tlu'Ir bratieln r the kiosks, the 
vari('gatiug the sable hue.'.; Im twt*t*ii tin* cupolas spring batt<*rie! i I the vessels on the ea ; tliet,e forests, of 
up groujis of vordure, formed by tin* planes, fig ’ a dark glo ‘spersed with ver- 

r-ypresses of tin; little gardens appertaining to eaeli dant lawns, tloweriiig slirubberies, balustrades, marble 
al le. barge vacant sjiaees bt*UM*en tin* houses an* | terraces, cupolas of gold or bronzi*, minarets as slim as 
cultivated as tiehls and gar(h*MS, in •.\hieh wo I'l-rceiNe | the masts of a vessel, and the wi«le domes of the palace, 
the Turkish wonn'ii, euvtdoped in their black vrils,aini | ib. moMpu's, and the kiosks wliicli surround the gar- 
playiiig with tln*ir ehlldn u and tln'ir slaves, under tlie dens; a view ahnost similar to that presoiiteil by tho 
shade of tin; trees. Floi;ks of turtle doves, and white terraces, the slopes, ami the palaces of Saint Floiid, 
)>igeons, hover in the air abovi- tlu'Si* gardens and r 

and He(?m like ^^lli.^• fiow<*i*s poised h\ tlie wind, veliev • ! the Seine, or from the liills of Meudon ; but these rural 
ing the blue dye of the sea, which tonns tin* boltiim of j sites are enclosed on tliree sides by the sea, and sur- 
the landsca])e. We distiiiguisli tlie stn'cts aieamk ring mounted on the fourth by the cupolas of tin* numerous 
a.s tliey tk's(*(’nd tt)w;u’ds the .sea like ravines, and lower, ' mosques, and by an ocean of houses and streets, whicli 
the tumult of tlie ])(;ople in tlu; ha/.aars, tmcompassid j compose tho true ( onstaiitiuo])Ie, or the city of Stam- 
by wreaths of light and transiiaivnt .smoke. Tliesi boul. Tho Mosque of Saint Sophia, the Saint Feter of 
towns, or quarters of towns, an' se\»arated from eael the Kastern Kome, lifts its massive and gigantic dome 
otlier by verdant ))romontories crowned with palaces of above ami quite near to t.lio outer walls of the Seraglio ; 
Jiainlt'd wood, and kiosks of zill the ^ arious slauk's of Saint Sophia is a shapc'less hill of heaped-up stones, 
colour, or liy d(;ep gorges, wIutc tlu* eye is lo.st between crowned by a doim', wbicli sparkles in the sun like a 
the hill-sides, .and wlu*iice wo sim' only tho to]»s of sea of lead; farther on, the more modern nio.S(iin*s of 
cypre.sscR, ami the tapi-’i’ing and glittering points of the .Aclnnct, 1> ja/.et, Soleynian, and the Sultana, spring 
minarets, rising up to vii*w. Falling on tlie sea, tlr into tlu* air, witli tlu'ir minarets divided by Moorisl 

is bewdldered amid the mazt* of vessels at anchor «)r j galleries ; cypressesas high as the shaft.^ of the uiinarota 

Under sail oil its him; surface; the (;;ii<piea, like wati i- , aecompany them, and every wlu re form a contrast 
fowls, gliding now in clusters, now alone upon the chan- with -heir sable fuliagv^ to tlie ivspleiidant lustre ot the 
nel, cross each other in all din;ctions, pulling fmm edifices. 

Kuropeto Asia, or from Fera to the point of the Seraglio. At the finmmit of (he llattened hill of Siamhoiil, wo 
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perceive, amidst the mils of houses and the shooting: I Asia, the snowy crests of Olympus, the Isles of Princos 
minarets, one or two antique wouuds, blackened by j in the Sea of Marmora, the sombre platform of the 
conflagrations and broiizeti by time ; they are frag SerngUo, the Iiills of Stamhoul, and the three seas, as 
ments of tho ancient Byzantium, standing on the open if with a blue net-work, studded with pearls, in which 
space of the Hippodrome or Atmei<hin ; there also the this whole landseapc of nature seems to swim ; if tho 
vast outlines of sevt'ral palaces belonging to tluj sultan softer glare of tho heavens, into which tho rising moon 
or his viziers stretch out ; the <livaii, with its gate, mounts, leaves sufficient light to distinguish the grand 
whicli has given its nanu; to the empire; and above masses in this })Icture, whilst the details are oblitenited 
this group of buildings, standing bluntly out on tho or softened down — you havtj at all hours of the day and 
azured Jiorizon of tlie sky, a spk'iidid mosque crowns night tho most magnificent and ravishing spectacle that 
the hill and looks upon th(' two seas ; its gilded cupola, human eyes can embrace ; there is an intoxication in 
struck by the rays of tlie siiu, seems the reflection ot the vision whieli is commuuica.t(-d to tho mind, a 
a vast burning, and tlie transparency of its donui and dazzling both of tho eyes and Ihe thought; such is tho 
its walls, surmoiinfeil witli aerial galleri(‘s, give's it tho spectacle tliat J have enjoyed every day and every 
a]ipearance of a monument of silv('r or of bine-v(nned night for some time. 

porcelain. Tin' horizon on this side fiiiislu's llu're, and The I'^reneh ambassador liaving jivoposod to me to 
the eye falls down again on two other larg(‘ hills, eom- accompany him in the visit which all the newly-arrived 
pletoly eov('r(‘d with mosques, ])alaces, and jiainted ambassadors hav(? the ])i-ivilege (if makiii"- to Saint 
houses, as far as the bottom of the harbrnir, wliere the Sophia, 1 found myse lf tiiis moj'ning at eight o’clock at 
fica insensibly diminislios in breadth, and is lost to tho one of the gate's of StamhonI, which opens on the sea, 
vision beneath the tn'os in the' Arcadian vah' of Sweet behind tho walls of the Seraglio. Ono of the principal 
Waters. If tho eye ascends tin* t'liannel, it floats ovi'i* tilHcers of the sultan waited for us on the shore, and 
the nmsts, clustered on the margin of the haidc of the conductixl us first «if all into his lionse, vhere he had 
arsenal, and under the forests of cyjirc'sses which cover ]»ivpared a collation. The apartments were numerous 
the hill-sides ; it liehokis the tower of tialata, built hy and (‘legantly decorated, but without any other fnrni- 
a Genoese, rishig like tlu' mast of a sliip from out an tiire than divans and pipes. The divans were settled 
ocean of lioiis(‘-tops, ami gleaming between tlalata and against tin? windows, wbieli looked on fin* Sea of Mar- 
Pera, liko a colossal barrier between two towns ; and it ra. The breakfast was served in tln^ European 
returns to finally riqiuse on the jilacid ba'dn of the style, but the dishes W(*re natioiiab Tliey were ]denti- 
llospliorus, indistinctly gazing between Eurojie and ful and excellent, but all novel to ns. After breakfast, 
Asia. the ladi»'s went to visit the wives of tlie 'J'nrkisli colonel, 

Such iQ’e the main feat lives of tbepietiux'! Ibit If wliowi re remox e(!,on tliisoec*asion,to an innerehamber. 
j’ou add to tln. se ]»rincipul traits xvbi«'li eomposi* it, tin* It xvas the harem, or womeirs apartnn.*nt, in xvlii(.‘li xvi* 
immeine frame.' which eiicircle's and lirings it out IVom . ha«l hem received. We we're' all providcel with slippe.rs 
the sky and sea, the* black ontliin's ed' the nnnintains of' ed* yedleiw morc'ceo to }>nt on in tin? nmsijne, witlnmt 
Asi:i, fhei low and tlee'e'V Imri/on.s of tln^ < Inlf «d‘ Ni<'o- which we* should liave been obliged to take oif eMir 
media, the crests of the Olympic mountains of ItiMiissa. boots, and ]>re)ce<*d xvitb naked teet. We emtered the 
■which appear ln'liiinl the Seraglio beyond tin- Sea of outer coeirt ed' the Mesqiie of Saint Sopliia. tbreiugli a 
Harniora, and xvhleli e .\{ and tln ir ^ast snows like* tile of guards, who kept olf tin- crowd eollecfod to see 
■white eleiiid.s in tin* firmament; ii' yon join te> this ns. 'rin*(-onnte-n."jiee‘s of tin- Osrnaiili.s wore a gloomy 
majestic xvinde tin.' iiilhiite beauty anel colouring of tin- and diseontenled e\pre.s.<leii. 'flu* ze alous Mn‘-snlmans 
countless details ; if you figui'e- to yonr-e-If in thought regard fin* intreiduciion etf Oiristians into tln-ir sane- 
tlie varieel ('fleets of tin* sky, tin* brea ze*, tbi! .‘-liitting j tuaries as a ])rofariation. 'I'ln; gate's of the nnisque w« re 
hours of the day, on the sc'a and town ; if • • ‘ '• .sed alb- 

tho fleets of mercliant xcssels w* firing edf fn i tin- 'fin- great eatln dral of Saint Sophia, built by Con- 

point of the St'j'aglio's lila-.-k fn-esfs, to gain tin* liddle stantiin.', is one* of tin* most prodigious e «Iiti(-es that tin' 
fd’the channel and fall slowly into tin; Jlo plmni . witli gi'tiius of t bristianity lias reared on the earth ; l iit xxe 
a continual change of groupings; if the* I'ays f the fe»-l. from tlje barbarous kiste* that ha- presidi-d m the 
setting sun cfinn* grazing the t-qm of tin- tr«*i ; .arid coiistrm-tion of this mass of stones, that it; is tin- work 
minarets, and redrie-ning, as il‘x'» it!i the glare of a e'onlia- of a jx-nod oi eorj-iqdion ainl eb eay in tin.' arts. It is 
gration, the seas of S(-utai-i and SlamboLil ; if the wind, a confu-.<-d and eoar^e niennaito of a taste which inj 
which IVe-slie-ns (u* falls, smoe.-lhs the Sea ed’ .Marinoi'a longei* exist.-, tin' rough draught of miskilled art. The 
into a lake e,f nu.lten b ad, or, slightly ripjiling tin- l«-m|*le is preceded by a long ami wide jK-vistyle, e'ove red 
xvaters of the 1 >o-pliurns, .‘-eems to tlirow o\<-r it fin' in and el<i'-ed like* that ed' Saint ]'et«-r a, t Komr'. Colimms 
Sparkling mesbeis '.'f a va.-t silx ei; m.-t ; if tin- .sincike of (jf granit*' ef gre at height, lint e-ijcased in the xvalls, 
tile st.iam-bi.ats rises and wind.- in tlieinid-t » f tin* large and making part of tln-ni, separate* this ve'slibnle' from 
flapping sails of the sullatrs ships and frigates ed' war ; the court. A large door opens on tin* interior ; tlic 
if the- eaiinon for ju-axer resounds in proI«>nge*el eehoe-s cin*Iosui'o of tin* eliureli is elerora-b-d e)U its sides xxitli 
from the decks of tin- ve-esels in tl'e.*lli i f, exen tin- supi-rh e-< ' imns (»f porphyry, Egx ptian granite:*, and the 
cypresse-s in the ti<*Id of tin.; eb-ael ; #f tin- innnmej' fine..-t mai !»’•-; but tln-si; e-.oliimiis, dilfe*ring in tbe-ir 
able souneis from tin; seeve.'ii teix' iis and tin..- then nl- of | si/e, proportions, and ordi-r-, are e-vielently re-mains 
ships rise in gu-ts from tln^ city ami the se a. ;• l e-arb j borroxved from ot! e-rte mpb-s, ainl placed there without 

you, carried hy tie- bre.e.-ze, at tin; e'olumn wbe e* >ou 1 symim-try and lasfe-, as tin* barbarians support a liove-1 

survey the scene;; if xou r».-t!(-(;t licit tbi i sky Is alv*..,,.. , with tin? mulllate-el fragim-ntis of a palace, (iigantie; 
thus dee?p ami pure, tliut these se-as and natural liarbeiU!.- i pillars .if \.i! iiasonry sustain an aerial dome like 
are ahva}s tranquil and safe, that e-aeli house* on tln.se j that aiiit I’eder, the otfe-et of xvbicli is at least 
lengthy sborr-s is in;ar a bay where a sliip can rj ; at cqnall'.' majestie. This eh. me*, xvbiedi was formerly 
anchor at all times lii-neaili t}.c xmy .x iudow.s, xx ;idor?n <i iiii mo.-uiics, foi-miug jiicdiire's <tn its arch, was 

they cons true.d au<l lamn-ii iuie tlu . ea tbre.-e-de ]ilastered over when Mahomet, If. si'izi'd upon Saint 

Teasels unek'r the very shadoxv of ife- jdam-- e-es on the Soj.nia tei eonx'ert it into a mosepie. Some* portions of 
shore; it you ri e-olUct that yon ai- it (’oi autinople, the- plaster haxa* falle n, and allow the ancient Christian 
in that queen of Eiii-qjie ami at th-- j -so jieiint j eb*(«M-:.ti.;n to r< appear. (.Circular gulle*ries, counecte_*d 

■where these two uvisi-^ns ed tin ulob' 1 e- » . - at ! ' i*b nnmense pulpits, run round the ca'thedral to tin? 

various in^ rx'als, eltln-i- to embrai - li i ..h- ; i.' iJic' \ in < dit of the sjiving of the.? tu’cli. 'I'he, appejirancc of 

night surprise yoa in this contf;jq}ilation <j xxoleii the- tb- .idice; is be;autiful from there; xast, sombre?, witli- 
eyc never gre?/ s wear\ ^ it the lighthouse;- e.f C h*ia, i o'-nainent, xxitb its rugged arcb(?rt and bronze'd 
of tho .jeraglio, and ot •-x-nlari, and tli.; 1 gins of eMUnuin , it re::eTribie*s the? iijterior of a cejbissal tomb, 
lofty poops of tlie sbifi aie iilumiiieel ; if the stars the relics of which have been dispersed. It inspires 

come out one bj one*, ' i elu-tei-s, from th ? bliu? awe, fiih n(*(f, inooitatiou, oi the. instability of the weu'ks 

(,‘nvelo]i(j Mi hie peaks (.d tlie c east of of men xvliu hie hi in honour of idous which they belic\o 
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etorml, ami whose monuments snceocdhig ideas come, 
with a book or sword in hand, to dwoJI in or destroy. 
In its present slate, Saint Sopliiii is Jiko a large earn- 
\aiisin*:ii of I’bere are tli(3 columns of tlu^ tomplo 

of M|i]icsus, tlierc are tln3 likt'iiosses of tlio apostles, with 
llieir golden glori(‘H, on the arch, looking on the lamps 
fiusponded from tlie imaun, 

Un quitting Saint Sopliia, we went to visit the seven 
principal mos(|ues of Constantinople ; tlu'y art^ much 
suialhu’, but inllnih'ly more beauliful. W(‘ feel that 
ISlaliometanism had its pi'ciiliar style — its r.tyh* all pre- 
pared and conformable to tlie luminoua sinq lieity of its 
creed — wlum it raised these siin])le. regular, superb 
t(‘mpleH, witliout curtains for its mystei*ies,aud witliout 
altars for its victims, 'flu'se mt>s<|iie.s are all similar, 
except in .si/e and colour, 'fhey ani ])r<‘eed<‘d by large; 
courts, (Miidreled with elol.sters, in wliieli are tlie 
sehoohs ami the lodgings of tin; iimtttin.s. iMagnilicent 
trees overshadow these courts, and numerous Jountains 
impart tin; murmur ami delicituis freslmess of tln;ir 
waters. Alinar<;ls, of adniirahle workmanship, rise liUi; 
four aerial liarriers at the four etirners of tin; mosque. 
They s}>ring ahuve llieir domes; small circular galle- 
ries, with a ])ai“apet of stomg of open sculpture Hk(; 
net'Work, suiTouud, at diMi rent Inaghts, the siim shaft 
of the minaret; tln.-n*, the mml/lim, who irrii's the 
liour, ami t'alls tin; city to tin*, eeustant thouglit ol 
jMalunm'taui.sm, the thought of toxl, pko'cs himself, at 
the dill'ereut. hours of the «lay. .\ pin’lie.o, opeuiug im 
the gardens a.ml eourts, ami raisi.-.l a few steps, leads 
to tlio door of the tempk;. 'I'lii' inlerioi* is a square, nr 
iMuml court, sui'inounted by a cupola supported ly 
ilegaui pillars, or Ix'aullful lliited columns. A pnipll 
is ii.ved to one of the pillars. Tin* fric/.i* is formed by 
verses of the Koran, written in ornann nU'i elinrai'ters 
Oil tin; wall, 'fix' waills ar(' painl'cl in aral.H;.qm.;.s. 
^'ti’ings of iron pa'-s I'rom one pillar to the olln-r in the 
mo-qtie, am.l hoar a miiltitmle of lamps, o-trieh-eags, 
ami hnneln's of ears of i-orn, or of How •■I'e. Mats of 
rush and rieli eaiq eis eo\rrllie ‘ lahs of ih * ^•onrl. Tlx* 
rlloet is siniple ami imi'osing. Is. j.; !>i''wh' 

a t iod dwelK ; ii is a hoii-e of pra\ r xl e!n|: 
tion, w l.oi’o men ass. •I'lh]'' to;/fiiier I'U-e tin- onI\ 
and imivi i '-al t !o'l. N\ li;it is c d religions eerein nv 
ihies nor exi t in this i-e!igion. ,M;'li'>mrt pr« aehi-d to 
barliaroiis t rihe*'., amoiig-t who e- remoiiios wre u -rd 
te eoneoal tlx- Doily. Tlx- i s arexerx sinrple; an 
aiinuaM*'., rival, al>hilioiis and raver at tin; li\ e divi- 
sions t.-f day- — that is .til. No •gners, hut Ix-lief i»i a 
creatin ml rewardi.! tiod. Images are suppressed, 
iioiii t\ lo->t lIx-\ Jiii', t teiiijit tile w< akne.s.s of Imman 
imaginai i'>n, ami rt a, reinoiuhran ijito culpahle 

:ol(M’al ioii. Ao pri''-.ts. .,r at n-asi < vi rv one of tin; 
faithlid is aide to ]tor(ono tlx lum'hmis of liie ]*riest. 
d’ho saeei’dotal Imdy was form -d imieli !aloi*. and iImiu 
corrn|tlion. livery time llxit I onti red tlie ioos,|!;,-s, 
on this or any oiln i* da\, J famda small nnmher of 
ddirks, Slated ero.'-^s-legged, or kneidmg on tire ••ar;.- '.., 
and praying with all the outward signs i h'lw our ami 
coinph te mental ahstirption. 

In tin; court of the .Mo-apn; of llajazet, 1 saw th' 
euqity tomb of ( oiislanlim . It i'-- a porphyry xa.-e o 
prodigious si/a? ; it would contain tweniy Jn ri>i*s. 'j h 
Juiu]) ol |»orph vry is cvi<h'nt 1\ of tin' < « la-eian «‘poch. I 
is likewi.se some fragment torn from tin 'j’er. plr •- 
JJiaua at l'j]>ln'sus. Ag»*.s lend tln ir lemples likr* rhej 
tomhs, and umlnally nanler them deserted. Win r 
art; the Ixan's of Omslantiiie ^ i'ln; d’nrks have, enc^o.st-, 
Ids sejnilelire in a kiosk, ami di) not ]iei mit it s t rofa 
nation. 'J'he tombs of tlie eullans, ami their familie? 
ar<; in tin' garden.s of the mo,s<jne.s whicli they havi; | 
oonstnicted, under kio.sks of luarhle, overshadowed hy 
tvi'i.s, and pi'ifwmed with tlowa rs. W.ater murimii.^ in 
jets, near or iu the kiosk ; ami the (ddigation of remem- 
hranee is so imiuortal amougst tin; Mussulmuns, liiat l 
have mivi'i’ pa.ssed before om; el these tombs w iihout 
liuding jiOHegays of ll(»wers, freshly plucked, dejmsiled 
on the iloor or on tlie windows of these i.iinieroii.s 
monumenhs. 

I have jiLst returned from an excursion up the cmiai 


/ of CoushiTitijjopIo to the mouth of the Black Sea, I 
I wish to sketch for myself a few features of this enchant^ 
ing scene. I did not hediove that sky, earth, sea, and 
man, could in concert produce such ravishing laiid- 
scape.s. Tlio transparent mirror of the sky or the sea 
can aloiio reflect them in full entirety ; iny inmginatiou 
sees and preserves them thus, but iny memory can 
hold and jiaint tliein only by a few successive details. 
Let us, then, de.scribo view by view, cape by cape, bay 
by bay, at each stroke of the oar. It would take years 
for a painter to convey even one of the shores of the 
Do.sphorus. Tlio lauds’eapo chaiigc.s at every glance, 
and every variation is equally beautiful. What can 1 
tell iu a f<!W words i 

Condueted by four Arnaut rowers into one of those 
long ca'iqm.'s whi<rh elcavc tin; boa like a tisli, 1 (;mbarked 
ahmc, at .seven iu the morning, with a pure sky and a 
brilliant .sun. An interpreter, .stretclu'd iu the boat, 
l)etw<-cn the rowo's and me, mentioned to nii; tbe names 
and objc'cts. We. skirted at first tin* <]uays of Topliaiia, 
witli it.-; artillery barrack; tin; (piartcr of Tophaua, 
j-ising in gradation.s of painted bouses, like bunches of 
Howers, groupi?d around the inarhle. mosque, di<?d aw'ay 
under the lofty cyprcsse.s of tin; gri;at field of the dead 
in I'l-ra. 'fbat curtain (»f somhre forest teriniuates the 
i hills oil that side. We glide through a crowd <»f vessels 
at anchor, and of countk'.ss (!aY«jues row ing to Constan- 
tinople witli tin; otheers (A' tlie seraglio, the ministers 
ami tlu'ir kiayas, and the families of tlie Armenians, 
wliomtlx; hour of labour calls to llieir comiting-hoiises. 
'l’lie;-<' Armenians are a race of .^uperl) men, nobly and 
simply atiire?l in a black turban, and a long bluo robe 
elnspcfl to tlie bmly by a shawl of white easlieraire. 
'J'ln. ir forms are athh-lle, llieir eouut(']iauee> intelligent, 
hilt eommoii-phnx' ; their complexions are lawny, evi s 
hhie, and Ik ards tla.x( n. They are the Swiss of tlx; 
l’.:i'.t ; indii '.Irion.':, pt aceahle, and steady like them; 
hut, like- tlx iiq ealeiil'ihiig aixl avaricious, they let out 
tlx ir gi nius for traifx- to the suhaii and liis subjects 
hi” hire ; tlx re is iioihinz Ix roic or warlike in this race 
of nx-n. Commereo is tix m’ (‘ailing, and tliey pursue it 
mxier all nui'^ters. 'JTiey an' tlx* l hrislians wlio have 
llx; gn-at* "t .s\ mp.'i Iiy \\iili t.iii' Turks. 'I'liey jUMspi'r, 
ami aec'uuuilate tlie waa’lh which tlie Turks take no 
trouiili' ahonf, and which has esea]K il tlie grasp of the 
1 1 reeks and Jc'w s ; tlx-v liaM' all things here in their 
own liaml.s. 'J'ix'v are tlx* dragomans of all the pafdias 
and Alzier.^. Tlx ir woim-ii, wlx.ise feutnn's, e(pially 
i Tegular hut inoix' delieat*', recall tlu- eahii lieauty of 
j tl; Kiiglish hmale,-., or 111 • peasants of the Helvetian 
I im imlani'' ai*«; gi'o ly to he admired, as well as their 
eliildreu. 'I’lx vgi: fuil of tlx m. They bring 

from t heir eonii! rv-hoU' Cri baskets ( f flowers, which are 
di^playc'd • ‘i the prow. 

\Ve begin to doul !«• the jioint of Tophaiia, and to 
glid<; under ihe shaiu>w i>f tlx; large vessels of war, 
hi-l'inging to the Oitoinaii tl<’ t, riding on the Kuropoaii 
< la-L 'I'ix se I'mirmons nu ss.'s .''leep there, a.s if on a 
laU('. 'I'lx' sailors, dn'ssed liio* tlx; 'ihirkish soldiers, 
iu red or Mix' v are la/.ily strelclx-?! on the shrouds 
or hatliixu' around the hn!l. Cn at Ixjats, loaded with 
trotu'?;, ari' going to ami fn; lietwemi llx.; shore and 
llx' vc'^si-ls ; and fhe i*li\gant barge of the eapitau-pacha, 
propelled hy tw('nt\ oars, slxmts past ns like an arrow' 
Irom a how. 'The iximiral, Taliir-l’acha, and Ids ofli- 
eei'.s. an' elotix d in lirowu frock-coats, and their head?^ 
art' eoNcred with ft'/, large honm'ts of red wihiI, which 
tlx-v tlraw ovt'T their foreheads and eyes, as if ashaux d 
of h.iviiig laid a-'ldi' the nobh' ami graceful turban. 
These mt'ii havt' a m^nelmly and rt'.-^igned asju'et, as 
thfv sirndvo their Itmg amht'r-tipped pipe:. There arc 
al.-mt thirty ship., of war, of atlmiralde build, wiiieli 
seem t|uit(' rt'ady for si'a : but tbevt' art; neillx'r ctlieers 
nor sailors; ami this magnilicent Ih't't servi's luen'ly as 
a decoratit'ii tt> the llosphorus. hil.‘'t the .sultan is 
CO’ qtlaceutly snrvt'ving it frtuu Ids kiosl; td' Hegk rbt'g, 

1 ‘ huate opptisiti.' to it oil tlx' .Vsiatie .side, tiu' two or 
I llirt'i; frigates of Ibrahim Ihielia an’ in undisturbed 
possession of llx; Moilitt'rram-an ; and the Suuliau 
ychooiiers s>Ycep the Archipelago. 
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At a short distance from tlieae vessels, on the Kuro- 
pean bank, I pass beneath the windows of a long and 
ma^nificeiit palace belonging to the sultan, at prestuit 
uninhahitcd. Jt seems a palace for amphibious beings ; 
the waves of the iiospboriiSj whenever so little stirred 
by the breeze, lasli tlie window’s, and throw' iheir spray 
into the rooms of tlie ground lioov. 1’ho front stops 
dip into the water ; tlic grated doors give access to the 
sea, even into the gardcMis and courts. Here are j»ro* 
vided boat-houses for the caiVpu’s, and hatha lor the 
sultanas, who can bathe in the sea under the shelter of 
the curtains of their saloons, ihdiind tiicse marine 
eourts, gardens of s])rnhs, lilaes, and roses, rise in suc- 
cessive terraces, bearing grated and gilded kiosks. 
These flow'ery lawns are continued to extcaisive womls 
of oaks, laurels, anti plant's, w’liicli eovt'i* the slopes, 
and rise with the rt)cks to the siiniinit of the hill. The 
apartments of tin? siiltau are open, and 1 set; through 
the windows the richly gildtMl mouldings of the eeilings, 
the crystal lustres, the divans, and the curtains t)f silk. 
Those of the haroiu arc closed by thick gratings of 
elegantly sculptured wood. 

linmediately following this palace is an nn interrupted 
succession of palaces, lionses, and gardens, belongingto 
the chief favourites, ministers, or paelias, of tlie tJrand 
Signor. All n'pose on the sea as if to inhale its fresh- 
ness. Tlu'ir windows are open; the (ovners are seati'd 
on the divans in vast saloons, all glittering with gold 
and silk ; they sn\(»ke, chat, and sip sherbet, as they 
look upon ns passing. 'I’lu ir apartments open on suc- 
cessive terraces, surcharged with trellieed arhours, 
shrubs, and Mowers, 'fhe numerous slaves, in rich 
costumes, are generally seated on the stc'ps of the stairs, 
vv’hich are washed hy the sea, ami tin* caYipies, furnished 
w'ith row'ers, are at tln^ edge* of those stairs, remly te» 
receive ami bear away the lords of these dwellings. 'I'lie 
harems ev<.*ry wliero form a w ing, separatt.'d by gardens 
or courts from tluj apartments of tin; men. 'riu'y are 
grated. 1 can only oe<*a-ionally discover the liead of a 
pn.'tty boy, who pn.'sst's against the interstices of the 
trellice-woi’h, interwoven witli creejung Mowi rs, to get 
a glimpse of the sea, and llic wliito arm of a woman, 
drawing iJie hlinds a])ai t or closer. AH these palaei's 
and houses are of wood, but ^ery ri<*lily worki'<l, with 
projecting eaves, galleries, and balustrades without ! 
number, and all drowned in tin,* mubrageous canopies 
of largo trees, in creeping plants, and in the clusterings 
of jessamines and roses. All are batlu-d by tin* cur- * 
rent of the liosphorus, and 1,'ave inner <*<uirls, wlu're < 
the water of tin.* se-a yienetrates and Mows witii a ]>er- | < 
p*.‘tual renew’al, aud where tin ea’npies are imder sheds, j : 
'rhe Hospiiorus is every wlnot* so deejt, that we ]»ass | 
siilliciently jji.-ar tlie mai’gln to inliale tln^ scented air of ; < 
the Mowers, and to rc fre>l:' n our boatmen under llie j l 
sluide of the tr(‘es. Tin* largest vessi 1- ah.o sail us j i 
close as we, and frccpicntly the yar<l-arru o! a bi-ig or a S ’ 
ship gets entangled in the branches of a lri*e, in the ' < 
trcilice of a vine, or e*vcii in the blinds of a <*a'-( inent, i < 
ami Moats on, be-aring with it shreiis froi** the foliago , i 
ttr the house. Tjies<f abodt's are onlj^* separatj*d from 1 
eaeli other Viyelunips of trees on small projeeting ridg(*s, | 
tir by angular rocks, cf)vcred wuili ivy and mos:- w inch I 
tlesccnd from tljc crests of the bill.:, and advam-e a few ! 
feet into the waves. ()<!(?asionall\', Jiowcver, a th ejir-r ! ■ 
and wider bay is scooped out between two liills, divided 
and cleaved ))y tlie hollow bed of a torrimi or a rividet. ' 
'J’hen a village strelirhes on the levelled banks of tin* 
creek, with its iMsuiilful Moiiridi fountains, its inosipie, i 
W’ith gilded or azured <*nj(f>Ias. aritl. its slight minaret, l 
confounding its peak witli the ^oHy brandies of the ; 
plane-trees. 'JHie small painted houses ri* c like ar i 
amphitheatre on the two side.s and at tin ' ottoin of 
these little gulfs, with tlieir fae . les a I ! *. f,f a 

thousand •"' es. On the toj» of tin; liills large > ilius are 1 i 
reared, flanked with hanging gardens aid copses oi ' 
wide-spreading firs, clo ing the horizon. 

At t.ie foot of the.st? villages is a bench m* a grat:!'' 
quay, a few feet bj*oad. 'J’lm la-aches are planted with 
sycamores, vine* , and je'^saniine, forming l.owi-rs (rvcni < 
on the in whicli the caV pn •, lie under shad *. Mul- : 


titudes of boats, and merchant galliots of all flags, avo 
rklitig at anchor. 'J’liey are inoomd in front of the 
house or the warehouses of the trader, and frequently 
la plank thrown from the dock of the vessel to the n/n- 
f dow of the building serves to transport the merohnn- 
disc. A crow'd of cliildrcn, and vendors of vegcfnbJvs, 
dates, ami fruits, floek Ujioii the quays ; it is the bazaar 
of the village and of the Hospiiorus. Sailors, of every 
crtstimie and language, are grouped in the midst of the 
Osmanlis, who are smoking, stpiatted on their earyiets 
near tin.* fomitain, or around the trunk of a yilane-troe. 
No view of the villages of Lucerne or Interlncken c:m 
give an idea of the exquisite loveliness nml pietnri'sipie- 
iiess (»f these little liays in the Hosphorns. Jt is im- 
possible to avoiil tarrying a moment to conti'injilaio 
them. H’hese towns, harbours, or villages, are nu't 
almost every Hve minutes on tlie lirst half of tln^ Knro- 
peaii coast, that is to say, during two or three leagnes. 
'I’liey become more rare afterwards, and tin* landscape 
assumes a liarsher aspect, from the increasing height «)f 
the hills and the di ptli of tin* forests. 1 syx'ak here only 
of tlie coast of Knro))e, because I will <l(*scrib(5 on iny 
return that of Asia, which is still more bi’antiful ; hut it 
must bt; borne in mind, in ordcj* to form an exact idea, 
that this coast of Asia is but a few strolv<’S of tin; oar 
from me; that ol'feii we are as near tin* one as the 
other, wln'M holding the inidtlle of the current in places 
wliere the canal narrows ami bends, ami that the same 
sct iies wliich J am dt'.^cribing as in Jlurojn*, fascinate 
the »*>'(* (.‘Very tinn* it falls on tin* Asiatic sliore. 

Hut I reinni to tin* Itank, which I am almost, touching, 
'riu'ia? Isa sjM)l, beyond tlie la.".t of tliesenatural liarbonis, 
wliere the llosphorns is eneh^sed, lilo; a deej> and rapid 
river, In'twedi two rotrky ca)ies w hich descend p<*rp«*n- 
dicularly from tin* In'ights of its double inounrains ; tlie 
canal, in il.s windings, seems to tin* eye altogether In ni- 
nicd in — it is only as we mlvaiiee that w’<* sec it J'oldim; 
round and tnniing beliiml tin* Ihiropi'au ea])e, when e: 
exitunds and hollows out into a Jake, bearing (»n it's 
, shore's the towns of 'rherapia and Hnynkden*. I'l-om 
the base to tin* top of tlu'se two eaj e'S i»f rooks, eln;hed 
with trees and scattered fiil'ts of M‘gi tation, ball' rniri' d 
fortifications mount ami throw out large wldte baltle- 
mented towers, witli draw-l/ridges and donjon -keepy, 
in tin.! style of the im>st admired constrnetions of tin* 
inidille ages. These ai’(‘ the faioons ea‘*tU'H of Ihirope 
ami Asia, wiienee Mahomet II. Ix'sieged and im uac' d 
( 'oiistantinople so long a. time bej’t.n'o lie snec' i tlcd In 
carrying if. 'I'hey ri.'C, like two white jthant(.nns, out 
of the .sable* bosom of tin’ pile s ami eypro'^st's, as if lo 
scare apyiroach to the twe> seas. 'I'ln ir t«>wers and im*- 
rets banging above* the ve s-'els infnll .'-ail, the long lv.i.!;s 
of ivy, wliicb droop like; the inanth’S e>f warrioi> 
tlieir half-ruined walls, the gre’V rucks which sin-iaiu 
them, tln*ir aiigh’s jutting out of tin* hTot with wliii-h 
they arc e-uve lopod, and tin? Inigc sliadi^ws \vhi(*h iliey 
cast upon tin* wate.'rs, re’mh r tln ir silo e^ne en'tln- most 
ch;iract(-ri*^tie y>oints etf tin* Ho jtlioriis. It is tln-Vetliai 
it loses I* ; e-xelnsiv (‘ly lovely cliaracler, to :i.ssiiine an 
aspect b\ beautiful and snbliimx 'rnrkisli com - 

te’rie^s stre tch at their feet, ami tin* turbans, scidptiir* d 
in wliite luarl'le, gleam at lnter\ als amid the cln’-^tering 
fejliage*, washed by tin* wave. Happy are; tin* 'Turks! 

— they ulwr.ye rest in tln'ir ino.st pi’e'hrrre’el loe.ility, 
nneler tl. shade* cd’ the tree they liave* loved, on the 
e-dge* of tin* .stre'am whose mnrnmr has chai rned them, 
visite *1 by the elov(*s they nurture:! wlien a IIn e, e*inhahned 
III the- jIo *. ers they liave* yilanted. If tin y jiossesH not 
the <*arlh elnring the*ir liv(*s, they Indd it afte r elealh, 
and they <lo not slnive*! the remains of llios«* wdiom they 
Jiase Jov<*d int<» thosi* hmn.'ui sewers, w lienee di.sgnst 
rcpe*l‘. the! sacreflness and pie-ty e»f r<*nn'inl)ram*e'. 

Heyond tin* (*asile.s, the Ho.splioj’us wnli*ns; tlic 
n.oimtains of Lurope and Asia rise more savage ami 
eh . • 4*1. Tin? sliores of tin* sea aleme are still sjirinkled 
In 1’! .ind tlufre with wliite cottages, ami with small 
rus‘;e mosques, yx rched on an eminence? near a Jonii- 
taiii, and uud(!r th<.!(?anoy)y of ii plaiic-tr(?(*. The yillJig^ 
ot Therapia, th* residem * of the French ami I'higMsh 
am!>aHsad->rs, ■ the? beach a little fait her ; the high 
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forests wliich command it, tlirow thoir shadows over only mountains, gorjijes separating them, small vales, 
the tcrrac(?H and lawns of the two palaces ; little valleys carpeted with meadow grass, hollowed out between the 
meander, shut in between rocks, and form the domar- roots of tho rocks, rivulets winding in them, torrents 
antiou between the two powers. Two frigates^ an Kng- whitoning them with their foam, forests hanging upon 
Jish and a French one, lying at anchor in tho canal, in / their Hanks, creeping into their ravines, and descending 
front of each palace, are there to attend the orders of ' to the margins of the minwrous gulfs on the coast ; a 
the anihassadors, and carry to the fients of the Modi- variety of mrins and tints, of foliage and verdure, such 
t(*iTanean inos.siig<‘s of war or peacj*. as the pencil of a landscape painter never delineated 

Ikiyukden?, a chai’niitig tow n at the bottom of the from iinuginatioii. A few isolated houses, inhabited by 
gulf which tlie l5()s[)horus forms, wbero it fakes the sailors or gafdeners, scattered at irn’gular distances 
Isnul before losing itself in tin' Illack Sea, stndebes like on the beach, or perched on the glades of a wooded hill, 
a curtain <>t ]Kilaces and villas on the tlaiiks of two or clustered on the rocky lieadlaiid, where the current 
soiuhn} mountains. A beautiful quay separates tin; wafts you, lashing itstjlf into rijiples blue as tlio sky of 
gardens and the house's fj’(»m the si'a. 'Jin; Ilnssian night; a few wliite tishiug siiils crcc'piug into the deep 
iK!(.'t, composed of livt; ships, three' fj'igales, and two hays, and gliding from one plane-tree to another, like a 
.steani-V('s.se!s, is aiiclion'd hc'fore tin; terrac(;s of the bleached damask foldeil by tho laundress; countless 
(lussian jnilaco, and forms a town upon the Watej's, in swarms of white birds ]« eking on tlie borders of the 
iViuit of lln; houses and rh.'liglitfiil sliady groves of lUi- meadows; eagles lioveriii.;. from tin mountain heights 
yiikdere. Tin; boats whieh an; hearing orders from one above the sea ; imfatliomahle ei< i'ks, entirely closed in 
\essel to aiKtlher ; the flet:u;linn.'iils going towards land by rocks, and the trunks of gigantic ti’ees, whose houghs, 
to get water at (In' fountains, give tin; sick a w'alk loaded wdlli leaves, bend over tin; waters, and form 
on tin; shore ; the yaf'lits of the young oflieers, inatched alcoves on the sea, into which the caiques dive. One 
against ('acli other like race-horses, their sails lai<l over or two villages coiieealed in tin; sliadi* of these creeks, 
))>• the wind, <lip);ing into the .si'Ji. ; the firing of cannon, . with lln ir gardens spreading hehiiid them on the green 
w hich re-('i*ln)es in tin; deep vall<.';\s of A^a, and an- | shqies, and their dumps of tr(*es at tin; foot of tin; rocks, 
uonnees fresh vc'ssels eiiti'i’ing from the lilaek S<‘a, ; a , w ith their boats eratlled in the placid watt;r at their 
Jvn.ssian camp ]nt(‘hed on the .sid('s of tho mountain of doors, their tlucks of pigeons on the roofs, tlieir women 
lln; ( liant, opposite tin; lleet ; tlie hi'antifnl im adow of and <*liildren at tlie windows, tlieir oltl men seated under 
|{nyiikdere on tin; left, with its group of wonderful tho umbrageous j>lain; at the foot of the minaret ; Iiust 
planes, one of w liidi can overshadow' a reginu'iit ; the harnlmen reluniiiig fr<»m the tields in their caiques; 
iiiagniiieent woods a|qH'rtaining to the liussiaii and others tilling their boats with green faggtits, myrtle, or 
Austrian palaces, whieh nndiilatt; on the hrows <»f the llowi'ring In aths, to dry them for tiring in tin' w'inter, 
hills; a lunltitinh' of elegant huuses (h'corati'il with so cmieealed hehind these lt»ads of pendant verdure, 
haleonii'S. whieh line tlie quays, with roses and lihu's drooping over tin' sides and dip]»Ing into tin; water, that 
]i.iii:;iiig in festoons from tin; I'dgo of tin; terraces; wa; can perceivi' milln'i* boat nor rower, and we helicvo 
A nin nlaiis w itli their children iin- ssautly arriving or wa* see a portion of the haul;, detacherl from the land 
departing in tlieir caiques, full of lioiighs and ilowcrs; hy tin; current, lloaling at hazard upon the sea, with its 
t!i ' arm of tin' Uosi'horus getting inure sombre and foliag<.*<l honglis, and its swa-et-scented lice, vers. 
iiariMW as we see it sli'eteliing towards tin; misty liori- 'I’ln* sliore presents this aspc'ct as far as the casllo 
/on of tl'<' I ’lack Sea ; otln r c'liains of mountains ('iitirely 'd Mahomet I 1., whieh on this side; also se'ems to close 
d' spelled <if villages and hous' and rearing up into tin; I iosjihorns, like; a S'.' Iss lake. Jleyond, it cliaiigcs 
?!ie elonds with tin ir hlaek forests^ sccniing the learfni character; llieliills. less harsh, lowa-r their crests, and 
limits hi'iwec'ii tin* storiii'iof (he sc-a of tempe sts and liollow out more gently lln ir narrow' valh'vs ; Asiatic 
t!ie iiiseieus serenity of tin' wate rs of (‘oiistantinojel' ; village's exteini, mere' he autilh'd ainl crowele'el ; thecalm 
t wo loi’ls fi’onting oin* anothe’i’ on each shore, crowning waters of Asia, like a charming jilain, ove rshadowed by 
witli th.'ii hatte i'ies, tln ir towe'rs.and their hadth inents, tre'e-s, ami spi-inkleei with kiosks and Moen-ish fountains, 
the iid\aiieed In iglits e»f two ghutmv e*aj>*-s ; in tine, a : open to the eye'; tmnurous t.\nistantiin»ple earriages, a 
donhle line; <d’ rocks, elotl' «| with ee|tse.-i, d>ing away j sort of cage' of gilde'el wen kI, ]»laced on lour wheels and 
into (lie hlue wave's e»f tli ' laiNine; sneli is the* prospect | drawn by two oxen, ai'i' .•re'atterenl on the lawns ; 'I'nrkisli 
of iluyiik lere' ! AiM to this tin- ]H'r[;i'(nal transit | wome n elesee'iid from tin m veiled, and sc'ut themselves 
e.f a siring of shipping eomiii-g to ( on gantiiioph', or in groii]*s at the* foot of tin' 1 re'e'S, or on the banks e>f the 
i >-ning ont of tin* eaiial, according as the* wind blows I sea, with tiu'ir eliildre ii and tlu'ir black slaveys ; parties 
h oni tile' nortli or the- ; tlicM; \ (-.-sels are' so mime'- 1 of mi'ii are* re'cliniiig at a distance', taking cottce and 
vo’c^ at time's, t'nat one ela> , in ret nniiieg w ith my eaYqiie, j smoking pip s; llic \arious dye's ot tin; men and chil- 
I coinete.l nearly ’JIMt in an Innir. 'flje-y sail in lloe-ks, I elren's garn.e>nts, and tlu' dusky colour of the women’s 
lilei' hil'els nii"rating to another eliniate' ; if tlr.’ wind ' ve'ils, form hi'in'ath the'si' ti’e'i's a most latitastic mosaic 
sliifts, tln-y taerk IVenn one shore to l!n; otiit'r, vee'ring | eif te-selate'd eohnirlng to fascinate-' the eye ; oxen and 
under thc evindows or tre-e s of Asia or Miiropi' ; if the ' hedaloes for the yoke' an* grazing in the mi'adow's ; the 
hree /e freshens, they he'ave-lo in oiu' of the iimnnmr- ! Arah horse's, covi'rcd w ith traji]>ings (*t A e'lvi;t, silk, and 
:ilil<; hays, or under the' jioiiit of tlu* small lie'adlauels of ' golel, are.; pa railed ^ne’.ar tho caiques, whieh are landing 
die Hospheerns; in a short time tln'y again si'i all sail. ; in simals full of Armenian and Jiwvish temales ; these 
The; lanelseape, e'liliveiieel ami moditieel by tiu’st* tlet;ts latte'r .seat ihe'inst'h es imM-m'd on the grass at the »'dge 
of vessels iinde'c sail or at anclie.er, and the ilitfeTi'ni i of the rivulet ; they l oinpose a link ot woine'n and young 
positions which they take* ii]) along the' hanks, changes , girls, in various costumes ami attitudes ; there are some 
e vt'ry instant in its a-pect, ami rerde'rs llie llosphorns ' of ravishing beauty, which the strange* diversity of tho 
a wondrous kaloido.scope. j lie'ud-dre.sses and apparel considerably heightens. 1 

Arrived at Hnynkeleiv, I took posse'^sion of tin* j have ofte'ii thus see n seve ral women from the Tiirki.sli 
delightful lion.so on tlio quay, in which M. I’niqui l*as i hare ins divesti d (;f tht'ir ve'ils ; they an* almost all of 
insiste'd Ti]»on otVering me; a double liospitahty. We low stature', e.xtivme ly pale, with pensive eyes, and an 
hiiall pass the Huminer tlie'n'. " emaeialed sickly a]>pcarance. Spe'aking generally, the; 

it would aiepe'ar, after tho elescriptioii of this coast of climate' of (kmstantinoph', not^Yitllstalu^illg all its appa- 
tln' llosphorns, that nature could not Kurpass hcrs»'lf, n'ut e lainis to salubrity, appe'ars to me unhealthy ; the 
and that no laiulseaja; could hear away tlu; palm fn-ii wennen, at h'ast, are far from meriting that reputation 
tliat with wliich my e'yes are' iilh'd. 1 have skirlcel tin; for beauty which tlu'y e'ujoy ; the; Arme'iiian anel Jewish 
Asiatic shore', on returning this eve'niiig to (kmstanti- women alenu' a])p('ar to me' lianel.se;me'. Jlut still, how 
uejph', jmd 1 find it a tliousaml time;s more enchanting diilen'iit frenn the' he'antN of the* ,Iewe'sst*s and Armo- 
tliau tlu' Kiiropean. TJu' ceiast of Asia, ow'cs .scarcely nia'.is of Arabia, and espeTially frenn the indescribable 
miy thing to man ; nature; has acimniplished all. There cliarms of the tireck wennen ed’ Syria ami Asia Minor ! 

U(,» Jhiynkdcrc, nor Thera])in, nor ambas-sadorial A litllo fartin’;!' on, eennplctely em th»' margin ot tho 
palace, nor town of Armenians or i ranks; tlu'X'e are waters, of the iio.'.pliorns, rise.^ the niagiiilicciii new 
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mloce, at present inbaliifea bv the snltan. Regler-bey I by civilisiiig it. Mahineiid stopped short. Is it becawso 
L an ediHce In the Itniinu t.-wU^, min^dod with Indian gcnim is wore rare rimn Immsm ! 
and Moorish designs; ;in ininieuso contro of sovcval I After the piiluce of Bcglcr-hey;, tlio const of Asia 
stories, with wiiigs^jiiui innt'r pardons ; Jar^^o parterres, j atyaiii becomes woody and deserted n.s iar as Scutari, 
planted w’ith roses, and watonul witli spouting 1‘oiin- which glitters, like a garden of roses, at tlio e.v.tremity 
tains, stretch behind the buildings bcdwetni the inoim- of a cape, at the entrance to the Sea of Marmora, 
tain and the palace; a narrow granite quay separates Opposite, the V(‘rd:nit ]»oint of tlio Seraglio presents 
the windows from the sea. I leisurely passed under it.self to the eye, ami between the Ihiropcan coast, 
this jialaec*, wlierc so many cares and apprehensions crowned with its three paint<‘d towns, and the quay of 
ket'p watch hmieath luarblt' and gold. 1 perceived the Stamhoul, all radiant with its eiipolas and minarets, 
sultan seat(Mi on a divjin in one ot the kiosks on the sen ; expands the iinnieiiso ])ort of Constantinople, where 
Achniot-l’acha, one Ilf Ills young favourites, was stand- the ships, moored to the two shores, leave only a 
.ing near him. The snltan, attracted by the Ihinqiean wide thormighfaro to the caiqin.'s. 1 glide through 
eostume, pointed us out to Acliniet-racha, as if asking this laliyriutli of vessels, like a Venetian gondola under 
him who we were. J salntial the lord of Asia in the the shadows of palaces, ami 1 stej) on shore at the bank 
oriental mode, and ho very graciously returned my of tlu? dead, beneath an avenue of cypresses, 
salutation. All the blinds of the palace were open, Mai/ '2*J . — I have beim coiulueied this morning, by a 
and we saw the rieli decorations of tliLs magnificent ymrig man of Constantinople, to tlie market for slaves, 
and delightful residence brilliantly sparkling, 'fhc After having traversed the long streets of Stainboul, 
wing iidiabitod by the women, or tho harem, was whicli run, side by side, with tlio streets of the old 
closed; it is very extensive, hut the nnmher of tho Seraglio, and jiassed by several Tnagnillceiit bazaars, 
women who dwell therein is unknown. 1'wo caiques, encumbered with a countlc.ss throng of merehants and 
completely covered with gilding, ami mounted witli buyers, we mounted by small narrow stn'ets to a miry 
tw'enty-four rowers eaeh, were at. tlio palace gate on j square, from w liicli thi' gate of another ha/aar opened, 
the sea; these caiques aro an honour to tho most i T'lianks to the Tnrkisli costniiu! in whicli wo wove 
exquisite taste in design as displayi'd in Kiirope, ami attired, ami to tho pi'rfi'ctioii in tlu' iilituii of my gnid«*, 
to tho sumiituousiiess of tho l^a.st. Tin* ]*row of one of | tiny permitted ns to enter this hiiiiian market. How 
them, wliicli ])rojceted at least, tweiitydivo fis't, was ' many .n ■.sand siieeessivo revi'lat ions to tho reason of 
formed by a sw'an of gold, w itli expnmltd wing?', which man hav ? l>eeu needed, in order that force .‘-lionM cea.s,”: 
seemed as if it hon olden hark on tin* waves ; to he a right in his eye.s, id shi' y Im* ouk' a. enino 

silk pavilion, supported on columns of gol<h formed the and a hlaspliemy to liis intelligence I W hat a progress ! 
poop, and rich Casheinire shawls serve<l as a seat fev — and how main' diH'S it. not ]>romise! How many 
tho snltan; tho prow of the second caipie was an ihing.s tlien- are which shoek not ns, hut wliicii will ho 
arrow' of feathered gold, whiidi seemed living, as if inconiprehen-ihlo ahoininatii'iis in tlx.’ eye.s of onr de. 
struck from thi* hoW’, over the sea. scemlams! 1 ilionght on tliesi' filings wldl.st entei-ing 

I lingered a long time out of sight of tho sult.an, to into ihi.s ha/..'iar win re tln ysell life, soul, body, .'mother's 
adiilire tliis jialace and these g.'trdeiis. Ail appears lilierty, as we sell ;m o\ ora hojsi>, and wliere tiny 
aiTanged in |)(Tf<i‘ct last..- .f know nuthiug in 'ainqw; look upi>n tin mselves as )i giilmate pi os of what 
which present.^ to tlu' cyo more magnificein'e and lliey lie ve thus purclia.MMl ! I low jn.'tny conceded rig’ifs 
magical eflect in royal abodes; all .seonnd to .spring ai'e tii.iv of tliis n.'diiro, t/f which we l.'ike no aceoimt! 
from the liands oftiio arti.-t entire, ividiaiit with Jiisfre Theyaro Icgifini.iri', liowi.ior, fo)* wenannot ask of ni;;>j 
and gorgeonsjie.s.s ; the roofs of the palace weiv* ma.ski'il | inoro lli;io he Icnow.s. I ! convini ioie, ar'> f o him tiaif lis ; 
by gilded balustrades, and tlie cliininey.s iwi n, wlaeli | be [>os‘;.-sv(s none (>ther. Cod alone lias them all witli 
dlshgurc tlio outlines of all onr j'Ublie edilh'es in • Inm, tmd di-ti-ilmti .s jli* ui to ns in pr-ipnj-tion to, and 
Knropc, were colnmn.s gilded and ilnted, who.se elegant I .•leei.rding to the tnhance ef, our [jcogre.-siw.; nnd< c- 
capitals added an arcliitcetnr.'il decor.it'on fotlie build- ' .‘•tandinr.^. 

ing. I am altaclied to thi.s prince, who pa''.'-< /| hi i in- | 'l l:-- .-iave TT'.'irkcf j.s a uncovered eonrt, hiir- 

fancy in the gloom of tin; S« r.'iglio dungeein, ; mennci.d ■ romidi d hy a r<u.i'ed-iii pertieo, lleiie.a:Ii tliis portico, 
every day with death ; in.strneied in mislbrtmn- by tinr i rniind whieli runs a wall towards (In* coiiii, 

sage and unfortunaie . Selim ; eh'V.ated to ibc throne by i <Ienrs open into tin,* elnimhers wln-re the ineiel'aiit- 
tlie death of lii.s hrotlier; brooding for liffiMoi years in ' kc-ep the .‘■lave.s. Tln-se floors rcniain open, in oi-di. i 
the silence of hi.s owji thoughts fiver tin- eulraiichi-e- ; that the ]uirch;n'ers, a.s iln-y walk about, may si e t.h' 
ment of the empire, ami the le.stfu'ution of l.-laniism by • '>!a . 'I In; un ii and wuinen are kept in sejnu'at.- di\i 

the destruction of the janis.saries ; exeentiinr his juirpohe I tin- wunnii are unveiled. Ih-.sidi-s the ,-l,ivi 

with hci'oi.sni ami the calmness of (atali' in ; unee;tsingly : sliiit up in these low chain] ler-i, tin re was a gri at nimi- 
br.iving the prejudice.s of his |ieo})Ie to regenerate rhiin ; I I'er gronj)! I in the gallery under the p(> ml 

hold and unmoved anuM p>ci'il ; mild and liiercifn? when tin? court. Wo e<unmeneed by survey ing fl ffi i-eut 

he can consult his heart, but wantimg i.uiq)ort aroninl gronp'^.. The most remarkaMe was ;i cluster of yniiiig 
him; witliout instrnim*nts to execute the good he Al)y.---i ,n girl^', to tin- lunnln r of twelve or tiitei ii ; 
mediiaics:, unapjireciated by his sulfj< cts, ]»et rayed J,v h-aniug againsi l aeli other, like ani iqiie tigures of e.iria 
hi.s pachas, de^poih-d liv liis n ighhours, abandom l l.y tides snpjiurting a vase upon tln lr heads, tin y fonm d 
fortune, without wiiich man can oH'ect nothing ; aiding a circle* with all their faces turned to the siieetalev 
by his own uf-ts the ruin of liis throne and empinr ; Their vl;snn-s wi re g- !n rallv of great heantv. Tln ir 
giving himself up in tho end to pleasure, and ha.steniiig eyes w- ' i> f»f tho lino of .almonds, their no.si s aquiline, 
to eiijfiy, ill tile volujituousuf.-^.s of tho llf)>phoru Jus j their lips : mall, their cheeks of a, ih-IIcato ami o\a 
modicum oi existcm;e, and hi.s pliautoni of sovereigntv 1 | coidoMgaml their ifuig hlaek liairas glo.'osyasthe w iirg 
A man of gofnl intention? ami eor;a>‘t pnrpos<-, but' ’ fr^'fii.-:, I'ln- pensivi-, sad, and langni.shingexiu’es- 

inan of insiifhcii nt, genius ami of j.M) weak a puipo-e ; --ion of coiintenanee- jie rcojitiblo on tlie Abyssinian 
resembling the last ot the (irei k: i mpi i-ors, wlio.so place feniale«, renders tlmn, in spite of the cojqnM* colour ol 
ho occujiies, ami whose destiny In -.-i ms to reprc.sent ; th'-ir conij)lexiona, a race greatly to be admired; tiny 
wortJiy ot another people ami ai.> :.ter < r; -iml capable an fall, idim in shape, and en.-ct a.s tin* sbools of the 
at least of dying like !* hero ! < m om- ., he- w.\s : ■hns in tlieir heaiilifnl couniry. Their uniiH an' nt 

agreut y't* History pre.s''nt.s i.o ]iag<- i-on-pa-'aliie ti -ar idling mould. Tlie.se young girls had no other pyi'- 
that which rcci.x'ds iho destruction oJ the j:.iiis.suvi* • ot than ti long (du'iiii.sc, of cojir.se, yellowish cloth* 
it w;as a revolution, tl'-) ino.st vigorously un iliia^-d^ ;ind fue. iiad on their legs circlet;-, of hlno gla.ss hcml^^- 

the most h^oically accomplished, of w’hich I know e oy .i-d on their lie ;l,s, morionlc.ss, tlu'ir heads siippm tcd 
example. M^mond ihusti ales this pjige, hut why ..s it on the palms of llieir haiid.s, or on their knees, they 
the onljfOitCCT i licire''*i difiicult part wa.s eflecled; the looked at ns with an oxpre.sHion as mild and pensive 
HfTAntB of the empire htnick down, there m e, led but flu- eye of the kid or tlie l.uidi, whicli the peasant hohw 
the will to follow up the blow, to invigorao the empire j by aV d .md expu-scs in a village fail’; sometimes ono 
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of them spoke a and then smiled. There was one I ing for them. One or two were weeping, and co7u ealIng 
who held a little infant in her arms, and who was wocp- j themselves in the bottom of the room, and camo for- 
iagy because the merchant wished to sell it without her / ward with resistance to place themselves for oxaniina- 
to a dealer in children. Not far from this grouj) were tion on the bcjich, where they were in general seated, 
seven or eight negroes, from eight to twelve years of Wo saw several reniovf*d, who went in gaiety witJi the 
ago, pretty well dresst.-d, with every ai)[)earanee of Turk who had bought tJieni, taking their little bundle 
health and liappiness; they were playing together at folded in a kereliief, and eovfuing their faces with 
ail eastern game, the instrunients of which are little their long wliite veils. Wo were witnesses of tw’o or 
pebbles, which they dispo.so in diflorent eoinbinalions three acts of mercy wliich Christian charity might envy 
ill small holes made in tlie sand ; Avhilst ho oi^ciipii'd, the good Mnssnlmans. Turk.s eoinc to purchase old 
the merchants and doalev.s w'ere walking round llnuii, slaves, rej<*cted from the houses of their masters on 
tiikiiig thein in turns hy tlie arm, examining them with *ount of their old age and infirmities, and take them 
attention from Iiead to loot, hailing them with their awav with them. Wis asked for what these ■wretched 


hands, and making them show tlu'ir teeth to judge of 
the ago and state of health, aftm* which ilio Imys, inter- 
ruptt-'d for a moment in their play, returned to it with 
eagerness. 

I afterwards passed uiuh'r the covered porticoes filled 
w'ith a swarm of slav<.‘s and buyers, '.riu; Turks who 
drive thi.s trade ^ver(^ walking about, siiperldy dressed 
in furred polis.sos, and witli long pipes in their hands, 
througli the <Iilterciit grouyjs, with uiujulet and pre- 
occupied countc'nances, and watching, vith a sus[)iciouH 
»'ye, the slightest glance east into tlie interior of their 
magazine.s of men and women ; hut taking us for Arabs 
or Egyptians, they durst not however interdict our 
access to any ehambi'r. Itinerant vemders of small 
eakes and dried fruits were going round tin? gall*Ty, 
selling the slaves a little nourishment, i .slipj)ed a few 
piastres into the liands of one of them, in ortU r that he 
might distribute Ins basket among.->t a group of lilth; 
negro children, who eagerly d(!vuiire(l iht'se* confec- 
tionaries. 

J remarked an unfortunate negross, eighteen or 
twenty years old, singularly l.ieaiitiliil, but of a sad and 
ehagi'iiie<l as]K'cr. was seati'd on a bench m the 

gallery, richly attired, and her fac<> unveiled, in tli<‘ 
midst of a do/eii ed' other negresses in rag*^, exposed h»r 
Hah' at very low ])rices ; .sh*5 was holding on her kiu'os 
aline little hoy, three or four years ol' ag(', like\\lM.r 
very liandsrunely <lressed. 'i’liis ehild, who was a mu- 
latto, had the most licauTilitl features, the most graceful 
mouth, and the most inti Higt-nt tnid haught v ‘ \es, that 
it is ])os."ihle to imagine. I eaia ssed him, and g;iv«> iiini 
cakes and sugar-]diims, which .1 puiadui ed at a iieigli- 
Ijouring .stttll : hut his mother, teaiing out of his haml j 
wliat 1 had given liim, ea-^t it, with atigi'i’ and disdain, 
on file pavement, .'■•■he held down Jier itea<i and we])l ; 

T thought it was from a]/]'reheii'^ioii of Ixdng sold .<-ejin- 
j’ately from lu r son, ami, touclieil wlili her im'lamdudy 
late, 1 })egged iM. Morlach, my oldiging conductor, to 
buy h(‘r, with lier hoy, on my account. I would have 
taken them away togetk. ig and would havt> etlucat-’d 
th(? child wliiUt leaving it witli the niorner. We a*!- 
dres.sed onrseiv4*s to a hroker of M. Morhudrs aCfjuain- 
taiice, wln» enterr'd into a iiegutiatiou with the owner 
<^>f the heaullful slave and lu r child. 'I’lie »)win r, at 
lirst, gave every token of being disjiosed t ) Sell lier, 
and tin* poor creatun* began to ^>1) mor<* violently, and 
the litllt! hoy eonimeiUMMl weeping, passing his arms 
round the lua-k f)l’ iiis inotluT. l>ut this hargaiirmg w:ir> 
a inero ju'etimco 'ui the ]>art of the merchant ; ami 
wlnm lie saw that w<; gave, witliont liesitatioii, th.e high 
jirico wliich In^ put upon tin* cou]dc, he took the bndvor 
aside, and eoidessial to him that th<‘ lilavi' v.as U'-t for 
sale; that slio was the slave of a. rich 'J'jirk, who v.a.-- 
the father of the child ; that sh*' wais of too lianghty atnl 
intraetahle a disposition in the harem ; and that, to r >r- 
rcet ami Immhle her, her master had sent her to the 
bazaar, as if to get ri<l of lier, ])ut with secret direc- 
tions not to sell her. '.fliis iiio<l»^ of correction is often 
adopted ; and when a Turk is displeased, his most 
ordinary irn'iiacayis tin* threat of sending to the bazaar. 
We therefore passe<l on. We looked into a great num- 
ber of the compartments, eacli containing four or 
Moinen, almost all black and ugly, but with appear: 
of good lu'allli. The greatest part seemed imlilleient 
h) their situation, and e'veii solicited ]mrchascrs ; they 
chatted and laughed amongst thfinselv(\s, making critical 
observations on tho ligurcs of those wlio were burgaiii- 


women could ]>e useful. ‘‘ To pleaso God,” replied tho 
hroker; and M. Morlacli gave me to imder.stand that 
several Mahometans thus sent into the markets to buy 
up poor infirm slaves of both Hex('s, to .supjiort them 
from charity in ilndr liouses. The sjjjrit of God never 
utterly ahundons man. 

Tilt; last chambers that \vc visited were lialf closed, 
and liny disputed our tnitry for some time. There 
w'as only one female shivc in e:i(*h, under the guard of 
a woman. They wt're young and he.-uitifnl (Circassians, 
frt'sh importetl from their native land. They were 
dressed in white, with a reniarkahle elegance and 
vanity. Their heantiful features testified neither cha- 
grin nor astonishment, .^iiiijdy a distlainful indifference. 
Th(‘ eharming white slaves of th-orgia and Circassia 
arc become t'xfrcinely rnre, since the Gn.'cks no longer 
supply the seraglios, and Russia has forbid the traffic 
in women. However, the Georgian families still rear 
their thiiighters for tliis tiegrading coiiimerct', and con- 
traband tleahrs pt'iietrab- at intervals, and carry off 
cargoes td‘ tin ni. The ])ric(; td‘ tlie '^‘0 lovely cri'atui’es 
re.'itdu's ]l\(.)0() or jiiastres (t'1’20 or I'JUO slt r- 

ling), whilst hlaelv' slavt's of ordinary beauty do not 
bring mort' than oOtt or (lOn francs ( f.h) or and 

tin; most liandseint.* or TJOd ( C'dO or ct'oO.) In 
.\rahia and Syria tliey may he lj:nl for oOO or Gl.10 
pia^tres ( t<> or -g!>.) One tT these (ieoigians was of 
jterfeet beauty ; the featuia tielicaft; and strii.sirive, tlic 
eyt s mild and me! nicholy, the skin tif iiiatcliless wiiitt'- 
iie--s and lustre. Ihit the tronutcnances of the females 
td’ th:it eounlry are far fToiu possessing tho chai'm and 
purity td'tliose td’ tlie Arabs; tht' North is iierccptiblo 
in tlieir v i'-ages. .^lie was sold l)efore our ('VOS, for tlio 
harem td'a N"iing ]'ae!ia in Gonstaiitin()])lt'. 

We departed v^ith alllictod hearts :iiid moistened 
t'ves fi’oiii tills sc('ne, wliicli is renewed e\ery day and 
» very hour in the ttovns of the Mast, ainl we retiii’iied 
in .sadness to the bazaar of Stamhoid. Jhdiidd tho 
ellVct of stationary legislations ! They consecrate 
tincit'iit bar' Mri'>nis, and givt; the .stamp of aiilinuity 
and legitim., y to all crimes, 'fliose who cling I'anati- 
cally to tht' are I'qually culpable and tapially di.s- 

astrttus to Immaiiily as those, who are fanatic.s as to the 
future. Tht‘ tir.d >acritii‘t‘ ni:inkliid to their ignorant 
j>’ iudict's and recollectuais, tiu' l;ist to their auticipa- 
tiou.s anti haste. If man at'^Ml, thought, and believed, 
as hi^ fathers did y'fois' him, all human nature would 
he reduced to f tu'hi.in :(od slavery. Reason is tlie 
sim of huinaniiy ; i^ is ilu; infallihio and perpctiuil 
1 evclation t»f divine laws aj»plicahle to societies. Wo 
must keep inttving to follow it, under the penalty of 
I’t'maining in I'vil ainl tl.arkness ; but wo must not go in 
I advance of i;, lost w<' fall tlown tho precipices. To un- 
ler.stautl the past w’itlu)iit useless regret, to Ix'ar with 
iln* prc.sent, eiulcavonring to amolionito it, to hope l\>r 
tlie future hy making preparations for it — such is tho 
ruh‘ of wise iiK'ii and beneficent institiilious. The sin 
again.'^t the Holy (diost is the combat of certain men 
:igai!:st all amelioration of things ; a selfish and irra- 
tion.'il eH’ort to keep back tho moral and social w<)rld, 
which (iod and nature aro always ])r()pt'lling onwards. 

■ le past is tho sopulchro of a humanity gone ly ; wo 
, oug^'t to respect it, but wp should not shut ourselves 
V. dll’ll it and prefer it as our abode. 

Tho groat bazaars for dilRront artich'S of incrchaii- 
dis(', and espociaily that ft»r spices, arc long wide arched 
galleries, lined w ith fuot-pavt‘Uicnt.s, and slu»ps iuU of 
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all sorts of commodities. Armouries, horse-trappings, 
jewellery, eatables, leather manufactures, Indian and 
Persian shawls, fabrics of Europe, carpets of Damascus 
and Caramaniii, essen ces and per f u inos o f Con stantinoplo ; 
hookahs and pipVs of all forms, and dillVreiit degrees of 
splendour ; amber and coral carved after tho fashion 
of the orientals, to smoke through ; j)ackages of cut 
tobacco, folded like reams of yellow paper ; stalls of 
pastry, inviting the appetite by its form and variety ; 
handsome eonfeclioiiers’ slnips, with a prodigious variety 
of sugar-plums, preserved Iruits, and sweetmeats of all 
sorts ,* magazines of drugs, whence a j)erfume exliah's 
which scents the whole bazaar; Arab mantles, wove 
w ith gold and goar-buir ; women’s veils, (‘iiibroidered 
with spangles of gold and silver. In tho midst t»f all 
this, an immense and iric(!ssantly r('ijewe«l throng of 
Turks, with pipes at tlie mouth or in the baud, fol- 
lowed by slaves, of w'omeii enveloped in veils, aceom- 
panied by negresses carrying lov{*ly eliildrt n, of paelias 
on horseback, moving with a slow paei* thn*ugh this 
crowded and silent concourse, and of 'rurkisb earriages, 
closed with gilded trellice-work, <*on(lnct(‘d by eoaelimen 
on foot w ith long wliite beards, ami full <.if women, w ho 
stop from time to time to bargain at the dot*rs of the 
jew’ellors* shops. Such is tho pietnn^ t>f the whole of 
these bazaars. They would be st;veral miles in length, 
if they were united in a single areadt*. As people are 
squeezed and elbowed against each other in these 
bazaars, arid as tho Jews hang out and sell tin* clothes 
of plague-patients in them, they are the most active 
instrninents of eontagion. The plague broke out a few 
days ago in Fera with five or six fatal eases, and we 
passed with iim*asiness through this crowd, which to- 
morrow may decimate. 

June 18. — 'rin? days are passed in our retreat at 
Bnyukdere, with the Jlosphorns and the llluck Sea 
beneatli our eyes, in study and reading. The evt'uiiigs 
are dtiv«)ted to oxtuirsions in caiques to ( onstaiitinople, 
to Belgrade and its inc ;.i [•arable forests, to the Asiatic 
shore, to the inontli of tin* Kiixiiu*, or to the valley of 
roses, situated b«'lijnd the hills of linynkdere. 1 often 
go there. This delightful valley is watered by a spring, 
where the T nrks come to lull their sens<‘s with the 
murmur and refreshing coolness of the water, the pei‘- 
fuino of ros('s, ami the song of niglit ingales. Over tin- 
fountain am five immense trees, ami a leafy cafe niid( r 
their shade. Ueynml, the valley eoiiti*a'*ts ami lea<ls to 
a slope of tho mountain, where two small .artificial 
lakes, reservoirs for tin.* water wliich falls from a 
spring, sleep under the \ast arcln.-s of plane-trees. Tho 
Armenian females como in the e\eijiiig with their 
families, to sit on their banks ami take sn|i|H i*. Tin re 
are encliantiiig grou[)s aiaiuiid the trunks of tho tre«*s ; 
young girls dancing together; the orientals, in tin? 
fruition of tlieir decorous ami })l;n’id [»lea*'iires — all gives 
token tliat the mind is luxuriating in its own conteiu- 
pluiions. Tlu*y feel nature with more ecstiicy tliaii we. 
In no region lias tlio tree <ir the fountain mon; devout 
adorers, 'I’ln-ro is a profound syiiq^athy belwee-n their 
souls ami the beauties of the land, the sea, ami tin*, .sky, 
Wlien 1 return in the evening iroiif Constantinople in 
my caique, ami skirt tho banks of tho Eiinq-^-an .sln*re 
by the light of tho moon, then? is a chain, a league in 
length, of w omen, and young girls, and children, n-ated 
in silence by groups on tho edges of tho granite qua>, 
or on tlie para [lets of tlie garden terraces; tliey pa-^s 
there hours of [»uro delight, coiiteinplating the s<*a, tbo 
woods, the moon, and breatliing the c.dm of night. Oui 
populations have no feeling bir tljes«; natural si-nsuab- 
ties ; they have pulled tlieir ; -ensatioiis ; they need 
factitious pleasure.s, and vices ah-oi.* can f?xcifo tlioni. 
Those to wlmm nature still speaks suthch-ntly loud to 
bo understood and adored, arc drcfie ns and {»«Kts- - 
those p-or wrotclu's, whom th j voice of <b>d :n lii ; 
works, nature, ’ove, ami siient meditation, sidlice. 

J meet at liuynkd'To ami Tfn-rajua st.-vi ral perponr 
who^i J had previously known, amongst tlio Unssi- n.s 
and diplom.itist.s ; amopgs^ them Count OrlofT an i M. 
do Boutcriicff, ’Aissi.-n ambas.satlor at Constantinople, 
charij^ing moral iser, a i>liilu:Hq.hcr, and a Matcbmau. 


The Baron do Sturmer, Austrian internuiicio, over- 
whelms me with civility. TJiere is fresh political news 
from Europe. This is at present the important point. 
The Russians encamped in Asia, and at anchor under 
our windows : will they retire { Eor myself, 1 have no 
doubt of it. We are never in a hurry to seize upon a 
prey which cannot escape us. Count Orloff made mo 
1‘ead an admirable letter yesterday, wliich the Jimporor 
Nicholas had written to him. The following is its piir- 
[lort : “ Aly dear Orloif — Wlien Ib’ovidence has plain'd a 
man at the head of forty millions of pco[)lc, it is that he 
may give the world, from his lofty station, an e.xamplo 
of [nohity ami lidelity to his word. 1 am that man. 1 
will show myself worthy of the mission wliich 1 have 
received from (loil. As soon as tlie diflieiilties between 
Ibrahim ami the sultan are smoothed, wait not a siiiglo 
day, but .semi back my Jleet ami army.” 

'rids is noble language, a j)ositiou w'cll assumed, a 
generosity fruitful in return. C’onstantiiiojilc will not 
tly away, ami necessity will bring back the Knssiaiis, 
wbom political [irobity witlulraws for the moment. 

.Vf/n/.' ‘JO.- -1 liavi* hi'conic acquainted lu're with an 
amiable and distingiiislicil man, one of those men who 
are .superior to their evil fortune, ami who can avail 
themselves of tlie wave which threatens to overwhelni, 
to reach the shore in safety. Al. (.'alosso, a Piedmoiiteso 
oilicer, coinjiroini.siMl, liki? many of his coinraili-s, in tlie 
alteiiqited military rcvolntieii of Piedmont in lllJU, 
pro.serihed like the others, without asylum or sympathy 
in any ([uarte-r, eaim* tt) 'I'lirkey. He pre.st'utisl liinisi-lf 
to the sultan to drill his cav%'ilry ; he became his 
favourite, ami military guide. Honest, skilful, ami re- 
served, he himself inodi-rated a dangi'nuis [iredili'ctioii 
which might e\[)ost^ him loo much to envy. Hi.s modesty 
and frankness [ileu.si’tl the pachas of the eourt ami the 
ministers of the divan, lie has madi* himself frienils 
on all sides, ami knows how' to [ire.serve them by iIk* 
merit whieli llrst gaim-d tlu*m. 'J’he sultan lias raised 
liim to dignity, without requiring Ids abjui-ation of his 
nationality or faith. He is now Kut^tt in-bey witli all 
llu? Turks, and an ohliging ami amiahle l‘'rank with all 
the I’ranks. He lias vi.'-ited me here, ami oH« red all 
that Ids inlluence at the divan ami the Seraglio ean 
enahle 1dm to ]>roenn' for im* ; unrestrained access, 
ami the frienilsliij) of .some of the [irineipal ollieers of 
the court, facilities lor .‘teeing ami learning every thing, 
which no Chri.-tian traveller lias ever been ahle to ob- 
tain, not c‘veii tlhr ambassadors. 1 liave made [irepara- 
tions, with his assistance, for a ctnujdete ins[K'clion of 
the Seraglio, where no one has j>enetrated since li.'idy 
Alary \\ Orth.y Aloiitagne. We shall to-morrow iiiaKo 
an attempt ti» snr\i-y togi-ther that mvsterious aho'le, 
wJdeli he himself has not vet .seen, l.mt wlu-n he has 
coiiiieetion.s with the lirst otiieers of the palace. 

We began by paying a visit to Naimik Paelin, one ot 
tlie young favourites of the .sultan, w ho had invited me 
to breakfast at Ids quarters in Scutari, ami who hail 
placed Ids horses at my disposition to visit the inuiiii- 
taiii.s of Asia. Naiiink-rae-ha was this liay on duly at 
the }iai i e of tin; bullan, at Begler-hey, on the hanks el 
the J»o.s[diorns. We disi-mbarked tlu*re. I'rom tlie 
.statii^n and favour pos.se.ssed hy Husti‘m-bt*y, we vvei-e 
permitted to puss tb<? guards, ami exaniiiie the i‘nviron>i 
of the iiii;*erial rr-sideiici?. 'J’ln? sultan was [»n*[)aring 
to prop' ( d to a small inosquo in a European village eii 
the other .side of tin; Jh»s[)horu:*., in front of lU ghT-hey. 
Ills caiques, bupiu'hly eqni[»[)ed, were moored along the 
<[na^ which borders the palace, and his Arab hurse.s, ot 
gre*at beauty, were held ready in the courts by the .sais, 
for the .sultan to mount in traversing tho ganh-ns. Wo 
entercsl a wing of the palace, Hoparaled from tlie main 
body of the building, in which tlie {>aeha.s, tho olticers 
i-n duty, undthe otatf of the palace, lU’e ([uartered. Wo 
pas.sed through vast saloons, where a crowd ol military 
; *- 11 , clerks, and slaves, were moving about. All w';i.sin 
inoiimi a.s in a ministm’ial ollici?, or in a i:iijro]H*an j»ak»^ 
Ol. a day of c( reiiiony. The inti rior of this part ol 
palace was not fiiridshed at all magnificently ; divans, 
carpets, walls painted in fresco, and cry.stal lustres, 
nerc tiio sole dccoi’atioub. Tlie oriental coatuuics^ tuo 
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turban, tlio )>elKsso, the wide panfciloons, the girdle, and 
the caftan of gold, being abaiidouod by the Turks for a 
jiiiserablc Eiiropeiiu costuiiie, ill cut, and ridiculously 
worn, has changed the grave and imposing aspect of 
this people into a wi\;tched paro<ly on thi^ Eranks. The 
(liainond star, which glitters on the breasts of tlie j)achas 
aiul the viziers, is tin? only dt?eoration which distiii- 
jruishes them, and which recalls their former mugniti- 

<!cnc.e. 

Wo were condueled through several saloons crowded 
with i)eopl(?, to a small apartment which looks on the 
outer ganleiis of the pal;K;c. There Namiik-raclia 
(•nine and joiii(.‘d us, sat down with us, caused pipes and 
sherbet to bo brouglit, and introduecd us to s.*v(‘ral of 
tlie young ]>achas, who possess with himse'lf the favour 
(d the sultan. Souni colonels of the Nizam, or regular 
troops of th(‘ guard, came in and took part in the eon- 
vorsation. Namuk-l’acha, who had rinnutly rcturiu d 
from his embassy to St l‘(‘tersburg, spokt? J'rench willi 
taste t'liid llueney. His manners, formed on tin* Rus- 
sian model, were thosii of an aceomplislu'd European 
diplomatist. He apjaared to me of a s]»rigbtiy and 
subtle intellect. Kalil-Pacha, wlio was then Capitan- 
racha (High Admiral), and who has since married the 
daughter of the sultan, spoke b'reiieli equally well. 
Acliinet-Paclia is also a young well-br<‘d 'Purk, who has 
all the manners of a EurojH'aii. Nothing in thispalac(‘ 
reminded moof an Asiatic court, ('\cept the blaek slaves, 
tin? eumicli the grated w'iiidows of the harem, the 
delightful sliadv.'s, and the ’nlm? waters of tin* l>os])horus, 
(111 %Nlycli. onr eyes it ll when tle y wandered over tin? 
gardens. A\'e euiivt'rsed with discr(M'tn(‘ss, bui wnh 
freedom, on the state of tin* negotiations between Ivrypt, 
lairope, and 'I'urkey ; on (lie progress Tnad<‘, and to be 
made, by tiie 'i'urles in taeiies, in b-gl'ilation, and in 
gaining weight in the political \ii \vs of liie d'iieri-ut. 
powers velatividy to 'i’lirkey. Nolhliig in tin' e.;ii\ er- 
sation dew us to tin* n ih'eiion that we were talking 
concerning those wlio are calb'd barbarians, wil l bar- 
barians, and that flu? ear of tiie (Irand Si igaor himseli', 
that sliiolow of Allah, might Ik* .struck by the niurmiir 
(if our discourse, 'i'liere could not liave been more 
closi* I'* a.'ifiiiing, inoia' jo’efonnd views, <o’ moiv eh.’gaut 
l.'ing'iage, dis])la\e(l ill a saloon in London or \ ieiina. 
'I’liese Noiing nmn, eager for information and advance- 
ment, ?]>oke (if their position and ot themselves wil:i a 
iiobl'* and louclung iiiode'-ty. 

I’lie hour (d’ jiraw.r <l:*awiug nidN"(* took leave of 
our hosts, adjourning till another o»*casion ihe retjuest 
for eiir prc-s'iitalion to da? suli.in m person. Naumk- 
I'acha gave ns in eliarge to a colom 1 of the imperial 
guard, whom he dii-ected to guide and iiitioduct* u.s into 
the outer ceiirt of the mos ]U * wdiieh the sultan iidemied 
to visit. VV v* crossed tin* ilospUonis a 4 _-cordiiigly, and | 
v.(’n^ posti'd near the door of tlu^ Muall inoscpu? on llo* j 
steps ieadir.g up to it. A few minutes ;ifterwards wi- 
beard tlu? reports of the cannons from the tl(*t't and the j 
batteries, wliieli aiutomi(_*e to the c;;pital every Lrlday 
that the .snltaii is going to the m(.>s([iK*, and we s.iw the 
t.vo imperial ca*i(|Ues pul off from liie Aisiatic coast, :md 
I luMft across the Hosphorus like arrows. No luxiirv in 
k'orsc'H and carriages can apju'oaeli the oriental -aimp- 
tuousiK'ss of these gilde'l caY([ne.% whose prows sjiring, 
like eagles of gohl, twenty feet in front of the body (d’ 
l!u' ca’hpies, and the twentv -lour rowrs in which, »ais- 
iug and lowmang with a simultaneous mocenuMit tlu ;r 
long oars, n'present tin* flapping of two liugc wings, and 
rais(; at (?very stroki? a foaming swell, wbieh bashes up 
against the sides (jf the ea’ujiu;; and tinallv, the spl *11- 
dour of tile silken pavilion, decorated with g(dd and 
plumes of featliers, the eurtaiiis of wliicli are drawn 
back to allow a sight 01 the (jiraiid S<'igiior seated on a 
tliroTui of (’aslu'inire shawls, with his admirals aiul 
pachas at his feet. On reaching the shore, he spning 
briskly to his fei t, supporting his hands on the shoulders 
<»f Acluiu.'t and Nainiik Taeljas. he hand of his guard, 
drawn up opjiosite to us, 011 the H(juare of tho luo.stjue, 
^triKik up a llourisli of drums and trumpets, and he 
'‘dv:mc(*d with rapid btej»s hetwecu two row's of otiicei’s 
•nul spectators. 


Snltan Mahmoud is aboiif forty-Hve yeavH of ago, of 
middle height, and of au elegant and stately figure. His 
eye is bine and mild, his comjilexioii dark and dusky, 
his mouth graceful and intellectual ; his beard, black 
and glossy as jet, falls in thick folds upon his hivjast. 
It is the only remnant of the national costume that 
has preserved ; in other r(\speet.s, except tlie want of a 
hat, ho miglit be taken for a European, He wore pan- 
taloons ab(i boots, a brown surtout, with a collar em- 
broidered with diamonds, and a small boiini't of red 
w'ool siirniounted hv a cluster of precious stones, ilii 
rather liriijied in his gait, and his look was uuea.sy. 
Sometliing had annoyed him, or had strongly engaged 
his attention, for Ik; spoke with velieiiiemrc; and ill 
Immoiir to the paehas who accompanied him. lie 
slackened his pae.e* w luai ho was near us on the steps of 
the inos^im;, east on us a gracious glaiici*, and slightly 
moved his head, commanding Naniuk- Pacha at tlu; 
saiiK; time, ]>y a gesture, to take tin; jietitioii wliieh a 
Turkish woman iu a veil str(.*tclif;d out to him. He 
then ent(*red tlie mosqmq wiiere lie ri;m:iincd about 
twenty minutes. Tin? military bund jilayciil during the 
whole time portions of Mozart and l{oHsiiu's operas. 
When he came out of tin; mosrpie, liis eoiinteiiauco was 
Tuori* o]H*ii and s(‘r(‘ne, Ik; bow(‘d to tin; rigiit and It* ft, 
walkccl slowly tow'ards tlie sea, and jumped with a smib* 
(jii bis lips into the eanpie. In the twinkiing of an eye 
W(‘ saw him touch the Asiatic .sliore, and re-enter the 
gardens of Hegler-bey. 

It is inqxn'sible to avoid being struck w'ith the pliy.si- 
ognoiny of Alalinioud, and oileriiig up secret v«(ws for a 
prinet* wliost; features la’speaU sueli a masculine dcti v- 
luination and iirolbiiud seiisibllil v. lint alas! thc.-e 
I vows fall coldly back on the lu*art, when W(‘ reiiect on 
1 tin* gbujiny fiilurv* which awaits him. If be were in 
n aliiy a truly great man, he miglit avert his destiny, 
and vani|ui.sii the fatality wincii encoinpas.'-es liim. 
Tiiert* is yet tinm ; so b ag as a nation is n((t utterly 
(‘xtinet, there remains in it, in ils religion, and ii.> 
nationality, a principle of energy and reMirreet ion wliii ls 
an ahl(‘ ami powerful intelit'ct may rend(.;r fruitful, stje 
uju r' g(Mi(*rat(‘, and gnid(' to a glorious Iran.iforinatioii ; 
i)iit Malimond is a gri‘at man only in lieart. hitiYqiid 
in facing dang(;r and (l(‘ar}i, the main-spring of liis 
determination relaxc's when it becoim.-s lUK'osarv to act 
and reign. \\’hal('ver may bt; Ids lot, bisTorv will pity 
and bonour him. lie l as attemjited great things; lie 
felt that bis ])eopIe were extingiiislied if be did no!. 
r(‘g(‘iu‘rati.‘ them ; lu* lias ajtplit'd ilie axe t(» tin* di'ad 
brandies <)f the tree, but lias not known liowto givesa]» 
and life lo what remained standing of tlu* b('altliy and 
y..*t vigorous trunk. Is it his fault ' I iliiiik it is. What 
reinaiiK^d to :'eeotn])li.sli was notliiug, eonij)ar(*d to the 
dcstruetion •!. tin* janissaries; netliing could resist him 
ill 'rurk(.‘v. Ihivope, i-iiald and hliink favoured him by 
its eow:u-(liee and inertness. I’avonrable circumstances 
are now lost ; the time is past. 'I'iie audacious Ibrahim 
iia worked to his own ii lvamag;* the uii])()pularity of 
the Miltan ; Russia has been acci'pU'd a.s pj otector ; this 
disgniceful prot(a*tion from a natural ciieiny against a. 
revolU'd slave lias i^-ritated Isiamisin, and Mahmoud 
has lioiliing now to (h'peiid ojani but his ];ersoiuil (*011- 
rage. h-urroiiiided by parasit('s and traitors, an iiisur- 
recilou may hurl him iioin the throne, and involve the 
('uipire in its linal aiuuvliy. Turki'V hangs upon the. 
life of Mahmoud ; ilu* ('in^iire and he w ill porisli on the 
same day. lie is a priiici* of a grand and fatal destiny, 
who thus involves with liiia tlie two fairest portions of 
Eun»p'^ and Asia ! 

Jf/ur-l At eleven o'clock we lnnd(;d on tin; bank 

of the old Si'raglio, and entered the .stn ('ts wliicli 
eneonq'ass it. J vi./it( d in pas'sing tlu* Divan of the 
Porte, a vast palace occupied by the ri.zrfriu.\ where 
political discussions relative to tlu* enqiiiv are Iu‘l(l. 
'rbere is uotbiug reinarkabh; about it but tin* impres- 
sion f the sceni*:.> of which it has bei ii the theatn* — 
luehing ill th(.; cluirtictcr of the cdiiico recalls so many 
sanguinary dramas. It is a large building ot painted 
wood, with an ouver sbiircase, and covered with a pro- 
jeciii'g roof, carved after the manner (*f tlie Indians or 
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Chmese. The !*eoms arc bare, and covered with mate. 
We descended into the place wliere the redoutablo 
porte (door) of tin; Seraglio opens so often to vomit forth 
the bleeding beads of viziers, and oven of sultans. We 
mot with no obstacle in passing this door. The public 
has admission into the first court of the Seraglio. This 
immense court, ])lanted with cluin]»s of beautiful trees, 
slopes towards the left to tlu^ magiiilicent Hull of the 
Mint, a modern biiilditig without any thing of the 
oriental character. The Armenians, who have charge 
of tlie coinage, received us, and showed us the coders 
in wliieJi the jewels they fabricated for the Seraglio 
wero kept. Numberless pearls and diamonds, the silly 
wealth that ruins an empire! As soon as a state 
becomes civilised, these idt'al reprt.'sentations of riches 
are exchanged for the sterling and productive wealth 
wrought from agriculture and (‘ommeree. I stahl 
liere only a h^w minutes, and wo ad^■anecd into tlie last 
<rourt of tlie Seraglio, which is inaect'ssihlo to every 
one except those einjiloycd in the S<-raglio, and the 
ambassadors on the days of tin ir jireseatatioii at court. 
It is lined witli several Aviiigs of palaces, and with 
liiosks, separated from eacli (>tl\er ; lodgings for the 
eunuchs, the guards, and slaves ; fountains and trees 
distribute sliado and coolness. When arrived at the 
thml gate, tlie soldiers on guard under the areh 
obstinately refused to ]vt ns eiitt r. It was in vain tliat 
Kustem-bey explained to tlie Tiirkisli officer in com- 
mand who he was; the latter answi'red lty opposing 
the trust with Avijieh he was cliargi'd, and.liy the alle- 
gation that his head would he in jeoj'ardy if he allowed 
me to pass. aecordingly turned ujion our lieels 

with mueh ehagrin, in onler to reii’ace our stejis, avIumi 
WC Avere happily aeeosted by the kcsurdar^ or grand I roa- 
BureigAvhoAvas returning frt'Ui the Mint to his own apart- 
ments ill tlie interior of tlie Seraglio. As he was a frieml 
of Hiistem-hey, the oeiMsion of our emltai’rassiiieiit was 
explained to liim, A\liee lo* told us to foiioAv him, which 
IiaAing Avith alaerity oIm yed, Ave Avi're introdueeil Avitli- ! 
out any difficulty into the court of the icoff/an.'i. Tliis i 
court, Avhieh is not so large as the olliers, is formed by 
several small }>alaees in the form of kiosks, Avith very 
low rooi's, Avliieii [irojeet seven or eight feet b« yoiid the i 
W'alls, being suj»jtorted by small eolumns, or Moorish i 
pillars, of painted Avood. liuleed, the cohuntis, tla* ; 
pillars, till* walls, and the roofs, an' all of eai’veil wood, 
painted of various eolonis. Tlie coin is and gardens, 
Avhicli stretch in tlie iiiteiwals betwei'u the kiosks, | 


these stalls runs a sort of gallery, projecting, divided, 
ornamented, and decorated, which contains as many 
stalls as tho low'cr room. The whole is lighted by 
cupolas, or small windows, at the top of tho edifice. 
Tho young icoglans, avIio had all formerly been pupils 
of Ttustem-bey, received him with such joy and demon- 
strations of attachment as wero truly affecting. A 
father, avIio had been long expected, could not have 
lieen mon* affectionati'ly greeted upon his coming. 'J'lio 
excellency of heart disjilayed by these youths touched 
him even to tears ; I Avas myself much moved at so 
spoiihiiieous and frank au outburst of affection and 
gratitude. 

They took liold of his hands, they kissed the hem of 
his surtout — “ Rustem-bey ! Rustem-bey !” exclaimed 
they to each other, and then all ran up to their friend, 
panting and eoloiiriiig with delight. He e.ould not 
extricate himself from their caresses, they addressed 
to liim such charming phrases : “ Rustem-bey, why 
have you not eoine to see us for so long a time ? You 
Averc our father, and Avii languish in your ahsoiico. All 
that AA'e know avc owe to your instructions. Allah and 
the Hultnn have sent you to mako men of us, when we 
wore hut slaA'cs, and tlio sons of slaves. The name of 
the Hsmaiilis was a reproach and a hycAvord in Europe ; 
now Avo know hoAv to defend it and render it honoiir- 
ahle ; hut, pray, tell thii sultan that he must send you 
to ns again, as wo are l>iiiing in listlessness and 
im'lanclioly.’’ 

Five or six of tlicse young jioople, with mild, opi'ii, 
iiiti lligent, and hamlsomc features, took us by tho baud 
and led us eveiy Avhere. They subse(|uently took iis lo 
their room for recreation ; it is a kiosk surrounded Avitb 
gushing fountains, Avhich fall from the walls into niarlilo 
basins, di\ans running roinnl it, and a staircase con- 
[ eealed in tho thickness of the Avails conducting to tlu’ 

I offices, Avlii*re mimerons slaves for the servici' of the 
icoglans keepalways n adyfor tlM-rn fire lor their pi[)es, 
cofiee, sherbet, and iced Avater. 'I'liey ]day at all sort.s 
of gainer, in this saloon ; s«.‘\ eral Avert? migiiged at ebei-s. 
j They ortiered ns sin rl.iet and ices, ami, stretching our- 
1 selves on tho tlivans, A-’e oonvt d a 1 « ng tinn? 
ing their studios and advanei'iin'iit. in knowletlge, eoii- 
eerning the ])olitical stati? nf Europo, ami the ileslinies 
of the t'nipirt'. Tln'V talked a\ onderfull y ; they shmi 
tiered Avith imlignation at the prt.'st ni. Nlafe of flu* nation, 
ao'l ofit r« d up prayt'rs lor the snceess <d’ tin* sultan iti 
his stdieiues of iuiiovation. I havi* nev(*r Avitiussed :i, 


irregularly scattert.'d vtver th*; grouii'l. are plantetl Aviili 
trt‘(!S of grt-at heauiy aii'l age Avitlioiit orth'r, tin ir 
bramdies Avaving over the edifices, and shrouding tin? 
roofs and terraia s. 'J’ln? right wing of these buildings 
contains the kitehens, a huge erection, whose iiuim - 
rous idiiinmys ami .'-iiioky wall*^ givt* token «jf tin? }»ur- 
poso for which it is desiined. W e may have; simio idea 
of the vastness of this huilding, when w* ieani th.at the 
suitaii feeds all t!ie in<lividu;iis attache<l to the court 
and the palaee, and that the numlr-T oi nioutlis is at 
least lO.hijo daily. 

A liitk; in fnmt of the kitchens js :i didiglitful litt!'- 
palace, surromided by a gallery, or porliiM), lui the 
ground llt.>or, Avhicli is ap|U’ 0 ]»riatiMl to tin nagis, or 
icoglans, of the Seraglio. It is here th.at tin* siillari 
causes tin; sons of the court families to he reared an I 


j moi-e livody ardour for ilio regejn’ration of ;i eofmtiy, 
j than tliat which lighletl up tho e va s and warmed the. 

words of these yoimg men. 'J'lie yoinig 1 talians to whom 
j one speaks of ind< ])cudeneo and enlightened Ith as, do 
j md hurst into more entlmsiasin. Their coniitcnam'es 
i were radiant with animation whilst vve* diseonrsed witli 
j tln in. The oldest, might he twi'iily or t weiity-two veai’s 
of age, .ainl tin* youngest twelve or thirteen. Jixct.'pi at 
1 tin; military hospital for orphans of sailors at ( Ireiuiw ieh, 

' I have never heln'Id faces mori! ealculat('d to excin* 
admir on than those of some of thest* youths, diicv 
Avere extremely unwilling to let us h ave tliem, mid 
aeeompanied ns, as far as it Avas permitted them to go, 
into tile gardi ‘1 ;, eonrr.s, ami kio.''ks ai’ound. The eves 
of one vh* two of them Avere moisleiu'd Avith tears, Avlmii 
tin y ff<d>, leave of Uusti'in-hi'v. 


educated, as avcU as young slaves desiined for tho oceu- d'lie te .nedar, \\hil.*.t we were thus engaged, had gone 

pations of the Seraglio or the empin.*. 'Jdiis jialaee, to gi 'e ordi.'rs to the eumiclis and guards of the gardens 

which Avas formerly tin; residmee of the sultans them- ai ' palae< s, not to iiiterfen? with our rambles, and to 
selves, is d( eoi*ated hotli Avi.hin ai.d without by a pro- let us j.i'ir trate Avherevi*r we desiivd. At the bottom 
fusion ot carviogH, sen![)ti:r< 7i;id gilded mou'din^^, of the court, a little beyond the hall of the icoglau-'^? 
executed in ]uetty good tas-te. ^!'!ie ceilings are as j large* palace simt up the vit?w and the* passage. R 
rich as those ol the most .supc; l palaces mi I'rance or j the one Avhich the sultans themselvirs iiduihit, and Avas 
Italy, and the floors are in mo-jue. U i <liAi«!ed into ' -urroiimhMl, like all tho kio.sk.s and (‘dificen that vve hml 
several salmnis ot nearly tin? ‘me S)/.- , )in» «' /• lr» i.-I ted, by a g.alle/*y covered by a prolongation ol 

sides w^h iii(*heH and stalls ot carved A.ood, bearing! e.-cH. M'he numberless doors and windows of the apnR' 
considerable rosmnhlance to those stall - of l.ieautilui . meuts opened on tliis galh-*ry. The palace Avas only mit- 
workmanship av hid, are f,Miml in the chr-.rs of ^ /y high. AVe ent<*red into the large saloons wkicli 

ancient cathedral.s. Each oi them forms a chamh* fin* :,c*rve as a veHtihuh', and give aec<?sH to tho ditld’Oii 
an icogJan. Af the hmtom is an al(*ovc*, Av)ic*rc! ho folds apartments. These rooms are irreguhii’, formih^ ^ 
up his cushions and fji pets, .mil hang.s, or locks up in j lahyrintii of /liliars, supporting the roof and ccilmo^> 
his chest of gilded wood, liis various garment, s. Above | and ;'r»*aug .d into vast circular corridors. The pilte^^’t 
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collfngs, and walla, are of wood, painted and carved in 
Moorish ornaments. The doors of the imperial apart- 
ments wero open ; wo saw several of them, all neiudy 
.similar in ari*augement, and the decoration of the 
luoiildings and gildings of tho ceilings, ("upolas of 
wood or marble, j)iercod with small openings in ara- 
]ji-squc, through whicli a soft and subdued light stole 
upon tho walls; wide low divans running round the 
.si<les ; no furniture or seats, but carpets, mots, and 
t iisliioiis; windows down to within half a foot of the 
boor opening on the courts, tho galleries, the terraces, 
ajid the gardens : this was tho w hole. On the side of the 
palace opposite to thatw'lier<?by wehad enhn’ed, stretched 
a terraced platform, built of stone, and pavcMi with slabs 
of marble. A beautiful Idoslc, win re tin; sultan se.-its 
liimself wlien he re ceives the aruliassadors, is separated 
from the palace a IV'W yards, and reared a few feet in 
elevation iijmjii this platform ; it reseinbU^s a small 
Moorish cliajx'I. A divan goes round it, and windows 
ai’c on all side's, whence the view of (.!oiis(aMtinopl»‘, the 
harbour, the ►Sea of Mai'inora, and the Bospliorus, is 
mi restrained, ami perfectly admirable. Marble fuiiii- 
tains gnsh ami s}>out in jets upon tlie opi'ti gallt'i’y, be- 
tween the kiosk and tlio ]>alace. It is a delightful spot, 
'riie shrubs ;uitl rose-buslu's of the small gardens, whieli 
cov('r the lower terraces, cree]> on the balustJ’ades and 
carvings, spreading their [lerfmm' around. few ])ie- 
tures in marble and wood are suspi mb'd on tin' walls, 
represi'iiting views (d‘ Mi'tara. and Aledina. J e\am!ned 
them w'itli great ennosity. Tiny are, as it wei'e, [)lans 
without perspective, perfectly lamformable to wluit Ali- 
hey repoi’ts of Mecca, the kaaba, and tile disposition of 
tlu' dllierent sacred inoiuitneiits <»f the holy town. They 
]«vov(.' that that traveller la^ally went and \i.,itt'«l lln'in. 
What he says of the eireiilar galleiy wleeli surrounds 
the aj’i'a of tin* dlfl’erent mosipies, is attested hy tiiese 
I'-aIntings. 'I hero is a j'ortico whicli remiiids oic.^ of 
that at Saint 1‘eter’s in l^onu'. 

ITiesuing the ]i!atform of the palac<' to the left, along 
a nari'ow halcony su)tp()rt( <1 by high terj-a.ees, is th* 
harem, or \:alaee of tlie sultanas. It was elo-ed ; tliere 
remaiii'-’d in it </iily a. few odalisques. We did not a]*- 
proach very nea,r this aliode forbiu-len to tlie ga/.e. V- e 
saw untiling^ hut tin* grated windows and tlie dehgiitful 
lialconies eneireh'd witii trellii'e-work, and fiiimls inter- 
spersed with lloxvi'rs, when' the woni- ii pass tlieir da\r>. 
eontem])lating the gru'ti« ns, the city, and lh»‘ sea. (Mir 
eys fell upon a iimllit ml ■ ef How* ‘r-plots, emrlos.-d wiili 
inarhlt' walls, watered by spouting fountains, and 
inetrieally planted with all sorts of scented llowers and 
Otlorih roiis lierhs. 'fluse small gardens, to which llie 
dc'^cent is by staircases, ”:''l wliicli run h’em oiii' to the 
other, have sometimes elegant Kiu-ks in them. It is in 
lli'-e eharmiiig localitii-s that tlie xvom -ji and eliildren 
td'tiie han'in stroll and onjoy nature. 

N\ e. Innl reaeln'd tli • sl')])e of rlie Sj ragiio, wliich coin- 
mciiees to lall towaials tln^ harhoiivaml tin' S"a ef .Mar- 
mora. This is tlie most elexatrd ,s]vg of this iiuitelili ss 
site, whence the eyi' takes in all the liills and all the 
seas of (lonstantinopU'. We lingered a long time sur- 
veying the prosiieej. Jt i.s (lie eonxers*' of the \ iew 
whicli 1 have desirrihi'd from th«' belveileiv of J’« »”». 
Whilst we were upon this ti'iraei' of the]>alac- . tic* 
liour for int'als struck, and w<' siiv a great mnub**.? of 
slaves pass, bearing on Mieir luaid.-i large pewter trays 
which contained the dinners of the otticers, the clerks, 
tile eunuchs, and tho women of the ,St-raglio. \\’e par- 
took of some of tlieso dinmu’.s. Tlu'y coniprisj'd pifiu.s, 
iow'l.s, koubes, small bulls of ric<' and hashed Tuc.at, piect's 
of roasts on a vine leaf, cakes of breml like wafers, and 
a pitclun* of w.ati'r. Wherever tlu' slave met hi.s master, 
he deposited the dinner, sometimes in the corner of a 
voom in tlie palace, sometimes on the terrace uuthu'’ tlie 
l»rojecting roof, oi in the gardens unilor a tree in fh" 
vicinity of a fonufaiii. 

Tlie kesnedar came in s(‘are!i of ns, and conducted 
Ms into the kiosk where ho slept, in front of tho trea- 
tiiiry of tiiii ISemglio. This treasury, in which ;uv 
buried tho incalculable riches collected since the found- 
of the empire, is a largo stone building, preceded 


by a covered pdrticos It k not vory high above the 
ground, tho doors being low, and the chambers sub- 
terranean, Immens#-‘ cofiers of red-painted wood cori- 
tfiin tho gold and sijvc'r coins. A certain number is 
extracted every wxek for the service of tho empire. 
There xvero sevoral of them standing under the portico. 
We did not ask admission to it, Imt we xvero told, that, 
imlopcndently of the gold and silvei* monies, this kesne 
conhuns lieaps of pi'arls and diamonds. ']’hi.s is very 
probabhi, a.s it i.s tho custom of tho sultans to make 
c.oiitiimal deposits, and to draw out only upon the last 
c'xtri'mities of the state. But as tlio value of these 
precious stoins i.s only conventional, if tho sultan 
wished to make n.se of them by bringing them into the 
inarki't for salo, he would lower the price by tho 
exces.sivc supply ; and Ihi.s ja aoum; for recruiting hi.*? 
tinaiices, w'liich appears so immense, might in reality 
jirove a very jua carious one. 

The kesnedar, a trank, livi'ly, and intelleetual per- 
.sonago, took me into the apariincnt which he occupies. 

I found tberc, for tlu* lir^t tiiiu; in Turkey, some 
degree of Iu.\ury In tho furnituro and conveniences of 
Kuropi'. 'i'lu.* divans were high, aiul covered with silk 
cushioiKs; there wi're tables and wi.'oden shelve.? around 
the room, and upon these slielves ri'gisters, books, 
cliarts, and a ti'i'i'ostrial globe. We were .si-rved with 
.swootnu als aiul sliei'bet. Mb' (*onvei'r,od iipeii ilie arts 
and sciences of Kiiropi*, compared To the state of know- 
ledge in the Ottoman ('inpin*. The kesnedar ap})eared 
to me as well iidoj-nu d and as free from prejudices as 
a. Kurojieaii. He niulei'stood all that, was going on; 
he desired tlie succe?.s of Mahmoud in his attempts at 
amelioratiuii ; l.iit heinj; old, and having pa.s*-e'l liis life 
ill the* coiihdenli.il <'ni|)loynu‘Uts of the .Seraglio under 
four sultans, he seemed to < ntortain little hope, and to 
resign hitn.'^ilf with i»hi!o.-o]»hie iiulitiereiiee to tho 
future, lb,! led a qnii t and .'solitary life, in the depths 
of this abandoned Seraglio. IK* subjected nu? to a hmg 
imerri'gatioii iqion all topics; philosopliy, religion, 

I p..ctry,the popular crei ds i I '.nrope, the governments 
j of tlu.* (liib relit, Mates, wlierlu r nu.narehical or reindj- 
lican, sNsleius of peliiics aud tactic.s — all was jiassed 
in rexi(.".v hy liim, uiili a <*orrecines.s of jiidgnieut, aud 
approjirb'ite and s('n''ihle rcdieetimis, wliich showed mo 
th.'it I had to do v. itli one (d‘ tlie most tlisringulshcd men 
of the cnijiin*. He brought iiu.' a sjdieri! and a terres- 
tri.'d glol'e, and uesiri'd that I would exjdain to him 
the iiuui».»ns of ti'e* :'ta''s and tlu* divi.-ions of tlu? oarlh. 
He took notes of evoiy thing 1 saitl, and appeared quito 
enclianti'il. lb* b( i.oj',.*d nu* to stay supper with liiiu, 
and to pass tlu* night. Mb* had great dihiciilty in 
ivMsting his i-mreaties, and wi' could only ovi.Tcomo 
j hi< urgt uc , My t- lling him that my w ib* and friends, 
j knowing 1 va-> in tlu. Seraglio, w. iild lie in terrible 
I alarm, if they did not ^ee nu* reapjiear. •" You arc, in 
j tact,*’ ^.aid be to nu*, ‘‘tlu* iivst frank xvho has ever 
j • T'O.re.l It, and tint is a g! od reason why you should 
! be ireate-l a.s a friend in it. The sultan is great, and 
1 Allah is for ail!'’ lb* acci'inpaiiied n? to the inner 
! .'daircasi', which tl*'^eeiu!s frmn the piatfonii of the 
suhan's palace into the ]n.../.e of little gardens apper- 
taining to tlu* harem, of A\hii*li 1 liave spoki'ii, and d(*li- 
vered us to the ear»‘ of a eliief of the bostanghis, who 
coiulucted us from Idosk to kiosk, from parterre to par- 
terre, all ei'xered witll llowers, and all watered by 
.-pouting fountains, as far as tln^ gate in a liigli wall, 
wliieh separates the interior gardens of tho Seraglio 
Jroin tlu' exteiisivi* miti'i* lawns. There w’O found our- 
.'-elv< s at the foot of ('noniious jilatu'-tri'es, whieli riso 
more than ii liuiulred fi'i't liigh, opposite the walls and 
elev:!:'*d hahamies of the harem. These trees form a 
fore.st int into gnuips by verdant glades, and beyond 
ibeiii are fruit trees aiul large vegetabh' gardens eulti- 
x.iti'd by negro slaves, who have their eahins under 
the Mr,Tnch(<s. lUvmlets of wulm* ii-iigate these vulti- 
'►•* led tracts. iSot far from the harem is an oM and 
inagmlicont palace of ,Baiar"'t abandoned to ivy and 
owf*. It is of stone, .'iiid of an admirable Arab archi- 
tectni*c. They miglit easily restore it, and it ol itself 
would be worth the xvhole t:?er:iglio together, but trudi* 
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tion bears that it is peopled by evil spints, and no 
Osmanli ever penetrates into it. As wo were alone, I 
entered into one or two subterranean vaults of this 
beautiful palace, whicli were choked with fragments 
and stones ; the walls and staircases whicli I had tinio 
to inspect, seemed of the most elegant workmanship.^ 
Having reached one of the gat<?s in tho outer wjills ol 
the Seraglio, we retrogi’aded, still und<u’ a forest of 
planes, sycamores, and cypresses, tho largest that T 
have ever seen, and wo liiade th(5 tour of tho exterior 
gardens. They brought us back to the borders of the 
Sea of Marmora, wher(^ are two or thi'ee siip('rb palaces 
which the sultan occupies during the summer. Tho 
apaitments opi?ii on tho stream of the canal, and are 
pi.'rpotually cooled by tho bree/e. Farther on, grassy 
hills bear small mosques, kiosks, and sheets of water 
enclosed by marble parapets, and shaded hy gigantic 
frees. There we seated ourselves, amongst the dowers 
and the jets of murmuring water. The high walls of 
the Seraglio were behind us, upon a sloping lawn tio*- 
minating at the sea ; between the st‘a and us a fringe 
of cy’presses and planes, lining the exterior wall ; 
through this curtain of foliage, the wa ters of the Sea of 
Marmora, tho isles of Princes, vessels under sail, their 
masts gliding from tree to tree, and Scutari, reddened 
by the rays of the setting sun. The gildi'd peaks of the 
Mount of (iiants, and the snowy summits of tho moun- 
tains of 1‘hrygia, formed the frame of this divine 
picture. 

Such, then, is the interior of this mysterious abode, 
the most beautiful on earth, tho scene of so many bloo<ly 
dramas, where tho Ottoman empire uas cra<ll<‘«l and 
grew to maturity, but uhen; it will not die, for sinee 
the massacre of tlie Janissaries Mahmoud no longer 
inhabits it. A man of mild manmu's, and prone to en- 
joyment, tlu'se blood-staiiUMl events of his reign have 
disgusted him. Pi rhaps, abo, he does not find himself 
quite safe in the midst of the fanatieal population of 
Staniboul, and prefers liaving a foot on Asia and hi;s 
fleet, amid his thirty nalaces on the banks of tin* Ilos- 
phorus. 'rile geiKTa! ehara<aer of tliis admirable resi- 
dence consists not in its vastness, nor its convenitmee, 
nor its niagiiifieeiico, for it is a series of tents of gildt‘d 
wood pierced with holes, 'rin? ciiaracter of tlie jialaca* 
is in accordance witli that of tlie Turkish peojde — a 
feeling and love for iiatun*. Tlie instinct for In*aiitifiil 
sites, glittering seas, umbrageous shades, springs of j 
water, ext(.'nsi\e jinispects, closed by tile snowy p«‘aks 
of mountains, is tlie jire-doininaiit one of this peojde. 
Wc jierceive in it the rceollections of a pastoral and ' 
agricultural race, v.bieh loves to recall its origin, and | 
whose tastes are all simple and instinctive. The.-<‘ j 
peoj»lc have |naced the palace of their sovendgns, ihe | 
capitol of their inqierial city, on the slope of the most I 
l)t;uiitiful hill in the er.ipire, and perhai)s in the whole j 
world. This ])alaee has neitlier the internal luxury j 
nor the siirouded voluptuousness of a Kuropean jialace ; j 
it has only vast gardtrns, where tri'cs grow free ami i 


tomplation — such is tho oujoymont of the Mussulmans. 
This explains the choice and arrangement of thtdr 
houses, and likewise why these people remain inactive 
and silent, until passions rouse them and restore them 
to their native energy, which they allow to slumber, 
but never to be extinguished. They arc not loquacious 
as tlie Arabs ; they atWdi littkr imporlanci? to the plea- 
sures of display and society ; thosi^ of nature satisfy 
them ; they dream, meditate, and })i’ay. They are a 
nation of philosophers ; they draw' all from nature, and 
refer all to (lod. f,W is for ever in their thoughts and 
in their mouths, not as a cold iilea, but as a paljiable, 
clear, and jiractical reality. 'J’heir virtue lies in tin; 
perpetual adomtion of the divine will ; their dogma is 
fatalism. With this faith they conquered the w’orld, 
and they lose it w'ith the same facility and the same 
triuiquillity. 

Wo issued by tbo gate wliicli opens on the barbour, 
and I entered the beautiful kiosk on the quay, where 
the .sultan seats himself wdieii his Hesds depart or return 
from an expedition, and fire .salute.s to th(;ir master. 

,/7ine ‘2*2. — Two of my friends (put me, and depart for 
Europe ; 1 remain alone at Jiuyukdci’e, with iny w ife 
and M. de Campas. 

June 25. — W(; have p.asscd two days at Ib lgradc, a 
villagt; ill the midst of the bu’est of that iiann*, four 
leagues from ConstantinopK' ; an immensi; forest of 
oaks, which covers tin; hills situated Ix'tween the Ib.s- 
phorus and tho Sea of Marmora, at an e(pjal distance:' 
mini each, and stretches almost without inU'rriijetion 
to the Halkan. The seeiic is as wild and graceful as in 
any of tlu' forests of I ’.ngland, with a boaulifnl t «r<.*el; 
village seatfd in a ^Yid( v.ale in tin; nnddk; of tin* forest ; 
Arcadian meadows, and a river flowing tbruiigli tin* 
trunks of the oaks, 'rbei-e are inagniliceiit artilieial 
lakes formed in tin* basin of tin* ele\atcd ridg«; to retain 
tin; wa.t(‘rs, and feed the fountains of (’oji'^tantinoplf. 
We w(‘re enb rtained at tin* bou>e of Monsieur and 
aladann* A Icon, I 'reiieli bankers, estaldislied from 
fallier to .son at (’emstantinople, who jxissess a deliglil- 
ful villa at Ihivnkderi*. and a sb<>i.(ing-l)ox in the village 
of J>e)grad(* — a cliarriiiig family, uniting (‘legaiice ol' 
manners, dignitv of seiiliniont, mid eultii ation of mind, 
with till* atr« etiunati' graeo and simplicity of tin* I’asl. 
J met at Constantinople a pi‘rfoet i'renelnnan, in tin- 
person of .M. Saixani, tin* brotin-r of my banker at 
.Smyr;ia, an honest, aniial>li', .and inteliigont m.an, wi:o 
treated us a.s eonnlrymen and friends, hi general, tli * 
Frank ;i(M*iety of (.'oiisianllnopl'', eomposi-d of the mem- 
bers of tin* embassies, «)f tin; eonsulatos, of tin* families 
of tin* dragomans and nn-rehants of tin* diti'eri nt F.nro- 
peaii nations, is <;onsidor:i])ly abovi* tin* reputation ir. 
ga.ins. ( ’un>tilute(l as if in a small town, it. lia.s all 
tin; faults usually found in eontined soeieln s, seand.d, 
and .silly jialousit's ; Imt then- is probity, inronnation, 
elegance, ami a graceful and (-ordial Inespitality tor 
straiiger.s. 'rh<*y are e(|ually versed in tlu; allairs oj 
Europe as tin; salfunis of \ iemia or l*aris ; they strongly 


eternal a.s in an untrav(*rsed forest, whore watt-rs mur- 
mur, when* doves eoo ; cli.'imbers, ]^ierceJ w’ith mmie- 
Tous windows, always oj'cn ; terraces h«;vering ovt*r tin; i 
gardens and the sea, and grat<.*(i kiosl s, where tin* std- 
laus, seated behind their liiirnls, can cnj<*y ])oth solihnii; I 
and the enchanting prospt'ct of the lb).splivrus. It is 
the same throughout Turkt-y ; ricli and ]>oor, high ami 
low, have but one w'ant, one feeling, in the cJndia* and 
arrangement ol their dwellings - to enjoy the view' (d'a 
beautitnl landscape ; or if tin; situation ami j)ov(;rty of 
their hijuse cannot allord it. to h.'iV(.* at least a tr(*(*, 
birds, a sheep, and pigeons, in a pbit of ground around 
the cabin. Thus, w'her(.*ver th,;r<^ is an elevati'd, s jlili.iie, 
or agreeable site in the landsi*u)MS a mosque, a saiitoii, 
or a Turkisli hovel, is lound there. 'Diere is not a 
wtuafion in tljo Ilosphorus, an emir. nc. or a siniliiig 
hay, on the European or Asiyvy coari', > u whi'*i a vi.il r 
or a p;*eha lias not laid out a villa jmd .i garden. 'Ik* 
Bit uliw^r tlie shade, in front ()f a iiuigijticent piNjspeet, 
with beautiful foliage above tlieir lieads. h foiinLin near 
at nand, the country or the w-a before the e-y.* ., and 
there to paas hours and days hi vague and listle^is cou- 


partieipatt; in tlu; activity (d‘ life wbieli urges on the 
Wt*st. Tin re art; men of merit, ami wonn*ii of great 
aeco' lislmnmts and virtues, iu tlii.*; .society. 1 have 
.se(.*ii saloons in I 'era, linyidvdert , and Tiierajua, wliieli 
we miglit bavt* taken for th<; rno.-.t distinguislu'd asseni- 
blie.s of our ]• rge cities in Eiimpi*, if Ave bad not <ast, 
our eyes on tin; liosphoms, or on the (lold(*n Horn, 
I wliic!) w. is glittering, at the foot of the gaj'dens, among, t 
the foliage of the tn-i-s. 

Jtfue 2.0. — W'l; main; excursions in tlie Sweet Waters 
I o the European side. At tin* bottom of tin; barbour 
of (Jonstiiiitiiiopb*, tin; bills of Fyoub, and those upon 
which J’era and (ialata are .situated, draw' inseiisddy 
I together, and li*ave nn;rt;ly a iiariDW' bay lietvveen their 
j shore.s. On the l«;ft exti nds tin; suburb of Eyoub with 
ilsmosqm*,, \vhi*rt; tin; .sultans, on tlieir accession to tin* 
i-hrone, go to gird on tin* siibn; of Maliuinet, an act ot 
rf-Iigioii in the Mosl(;in d(;.s|>olism, s(.*rving as a corona- 
j lion of blood, mnJ a con.secration of force. This niosqm* 

' i.-( s gracefully mi a pyramidal fomi above the painted 
‘ iiouses of tin; aiburb, and the tops of its iniuai’ets 
I mingled at iho liori/ou with thy lofty and crumbling 




(Irfeelv walls of Constaiitinopte. On tlio banks of the and issued from the enclosure of the town by a gate in 
cliaiinel, a beautiful palace of the sultan stretches along the ancient walls, which opiuied into the country, 
the waters. The windows are on a level with the stream, The walls of Constantinople commence at tlie castle of 
:i lid the wide-spreading clustering branches of the trees the Seven Towers, on the Sea of Marmora, and extend to 
in tlio garden, surmount the roof, and are reflected in the suminits of the hills above the suburb of Eyoub, at 
the sea. Ih yoiid, the sea is nothing but a river passing the extremity of the harbour, and to the Sweet Waters 
luitwocn two lawns. Cardens and woods cover these of the European shore, thus encircling all the ancient 
lovely slopes. A few Bulgarian slicplit?rds play on the city of the (.’reek emperors, and the town of Stamboul 
pijx^s, seated upon tlio rocks, guarding tlie liorsea and of the Turkish sultans, on the only side of the triangle 
goats. At length, the river bt'coines nothing hut a wliicli is not pixitected by tlie sea. (hi this side, there 
rivulet, the sides of which are touched by the oars of is nothing to defend Constantinople but the gentle slopes 
tlie ca’i(pu!s, and where the roots of superb elms, grow- of its hills, whicli fall and die away into a beautiful cul- 
ing on the edges, impede the navigation. An immense tivated plain. There was constructed that triple row 
meadow, Biiarled witli clumps ol plane-trees, extends on of walls, where so many assaults miscarried, and behind 
tlie right. 'Po the left, wooded and verdant slop«‘s rise which the miserable Creek em^iire so Jong deemed itself 
u]), and ill front, tlio eye is lost bt'tweeii the leafy and invuln<‘rable. These astonishing walls still exist, and 
irregular avenues of the trees wliich hang over the they are, after tlio Barthcnion and Balbek, the most 
ris iilet, and meander with it. 'J’huH ends tlie beautiful majestic ruins tliat can attest the seat of an empire. 1 
harlamr of (’onstantinople ; tlius ends tlie vast, tlie followed their base along the outer side, this morning, 
lovely, and the stormy Mediterranean. Yon run aground They are stone terraees of tifty to sixty f(;ct in height, 
in an inn])ragcous creek at the bottom of a gulf, on a and in some placi.s from fifteen to twenty feet broad, 
grassy and llowery bank, far from the noise and <H>m- covered with hewn stone of a grey isli -while colour, and 
nioti<ui of the sea and the city. Oh! the life of a man ofbui entirely Avhito, seeming as if just flnished hy tho 
liius finished, would end wi ll ! May Cod givant such tools of tin? worknien. The ancient moats still divide 
an end to the life of iny friends, who now take part and you from them, cliokcd with rains and a luxuriant 
ihiiK' in the human strife! Silence al'ti'r uproar, mild vi^gctable soil, wliere trees and wall plants have taken 
twilight after tlu^ glare of day, repose after agitation! root for ages, and form an impenetrable glacis. It is 
A r('st in the shade and in solitiule to rtdlect upon the a wild forest thirty or forty yards wide, crowded witli 
pasi life, and to die in peaci^ ami good-will with nature birds’ iK.-stsand reptiles. Sometimes this forest entirely 
and mankind, f'or myself, 1 put up no ]>rayi‘r, I ask conceals the siili's of the walls and of tho s»juare towei*a 
in't eviMi that ; my solitiule will he iieitlicr so sweet nor with which it is flanked, and allows only a glimpse of tho 
so calm. elevated battlenumts. At int«*rvals, the wall reappears 

Having landed from the eifujue, 1 followed the banks in its full height, and ndlects witli a dazzling lustre tho 
of the siream, to a Ivio.slc nhivdi 1 saw gleaming amid rays of the siin. It is broken from tlie top by breaclies 
tln‘ tn'es. At eviTv Ktej), 1 discovered a group of of all varietif7H of form, in which vegetation springs as 
Arim niaii and d’urkish women taking refresbments in the ravines of mountains, and falls confounded witli 
under tin* tree--, ami surrounded by their heautiful the verdure of the moat. Almost everywliere its sum- 
ehildn u ]tlMyiiig on thesuard. Saddle-horses supi'rbly init is crowned wltli a vegetalile growth, wliich projects 
cajiarisoned, and (iraJms^ ((.'onstanliuople carriages,) and forms a padding of ])lants, cafiltals of tw i.sted and 
yoked with ox( n, wen? seatten'd ou tlu; meadow. The matted weials and ivy. Here and there, from tlie. centre 
kiosi; is fronted and encircled by a rivulet, and by of the towers, lu*aped witli stones and dust, s]>rings a 
pieces of w ater where sw ails w«‘re floating. The gardens plane or a cypress, which throws out its roots througii the 
art' small, l)ut the whole meatlow is a garden. 'I’lie llssures of this pi'desfal. Tlu' weight of tlu? boughs and 
present sultan oft<‘M eame her<‘ formerly to j>ass the leave.s, and tlie gusts of wind with whieh these aerial 
li».l si asoii. He loved this eharuiiiig resideiiee, because tre(‘s arc unceasingly struck, cause their trunks to in- 
it plra‘-etl a favourin.' o<lalis<im'. Liive bad found a dine towards tlu‘ south, and they liang likt; uprooted 
jilaec in that heart after the inassaeres of the Atmeidaii. trees witlitlieir vast branches strewed with a countless 
In tlie midd. of tlu‘ vt)Iuptuousness of the Jiarein, the multitude of nests. Every 300 or 400 paces, we eii- 
bcaiiliful odalis'jue died here. .Since that event, counter a double tower of splendid architecture, with 
Malmioud lias abandoned llie place. The tomb of the enormous arches over the gateway bi'tweeii the towers. 
odalis<iue is oili ii, tli( ysa\, visiu d by him, it alone Tlu' greatest niiinber of these gates are now walled up, 
<'(Mis<MM'aling the gardi iis of the- desert<d palace. The and the vegetation which has enveloped all, walls, gates, 
d.’iv was ])as.se(I in the retreats of ilie vaiK'V, uiulcr tile batticraeiits, and turrets, composes in tliese places the 

s!i;m 1.' of the (re< s. I wrott^ ver.ses to V . must fantastic and engaging conjunctions with the ruin» 

.7///// I embarked i his morning for C'onstantinoplc. and workmanship of man. Tliere are curtains of ivy 
1 ascended the B<»spln)rus, anil eiitt'red the Sea of Mar- which fall from the top of the towers like the folds of 
luma; and after following tor two hours tlie exterior prodigious mantles; tlu're arc canes forming verdant 
walls wliich s(‘]iarat(.! Stamboul from this sea, 1 di.sem- bridges, with a span of fifty feet from one breach to 
barkml at the foot of the castle of Sevi-n Towel’s. We aiiuthcr; there are plots of wallllowers scattered on tho 
Jiad neitln r tr.skrrc nor gui«le. The 'J’nrki.sli .soldiers, perpendicular walls, whieh the wind .sliakes like waves 
aftor many dittieiilties, ju-rmiited ns to enter the lirst of blossoms ; tlious^nds of .shrubs form niidiilatiiig bat- 
eonrt of ibis b)rtress of bkiod, wliere tin? liethroned lleineiits of foliage in all varieties of tint. Out of all 
sultans were draggl’d by the populaei*, to await tile this, is.sue swarms of birds, when one throws a stone 
deatli whieh is not long delayeii w hen the pc’opio are against the sides of the carpeted walls, or into tho 
l)oth judg(‘s abd I’xeciitioners. Six or seven imperial choked aby.'^se.s at one's foi't. We siiw also a groat 
lieads have rolled ou the stejis of this staircase. Thtm- number of eagb s, whicli roost ill the towers, and hover 
sands of more vulgar heads have covered me battle- in the air all day above the eyries where their young 
iiHMits of the tower. The keeper refused to let us are depositeil. 

penetrate farther. Whilst he went to :usk the orders ./n///.— The same solitary life at Buyukdero. In tlie 
of tho oommaiulant of the ea.stle, the door of a low’ and evenings on the sea or in the Valley of Bose?. M. 
arched room in tile tower moved oil its liingOK. 1 made Tnnjui pays visits every week. Kind hearts are tho 
:i fi‘w steps, and heard a growl which made the vault only things which posse.ss the virtue of consoling. Hod 
vibrate ; I found myself face to faiu; with an enornunis has gifted them with the only balm w hich there is for 
chained Hon. '!’ld' lion siiraiig towards a beaut ifui grey- the incurable wounds of the heart — syiiipalliy. 
hound whicli followed me, but it eluded bis gi'asp, and Yesterday, ('ount Orlolf, conimandiug tli<' tleet and 
croiudied between my legs. The lion reared on Ills army »f Russia, and ambassador extraordinary from 
hind paws, but his chain kept him against the wall. I the Russian emperor to the l‘orte, celelinited liis suc- 
went out, and shut tlie door. keeper came to tell cess and his departure by a military fete, given to tho 

tue that his head w’ould be un.'^afe on his 8houUIi:i.ri it suliau on the LWphoriis, 'I’lie gardens of the Bussiau 
he introduced me into tlio interior. 1 theivfort* retired, embassy at Buyukdcrc covi'i* tlic wooded flanks of a 



hill which closes the gtilf, the sea washing its base, sad, something to break the hearty enough to ttirn liis 
From the terraces of the palace there is a view of tho heroism into remorse ! And there was also something 
Bosphonts, in its double course towards CJoiistaiitinople profoundly consoling for the thought of tho philosopher 
and the Black Sea. The whole day the cannon of the who recognises providence and loves mankind. It waa 
Kussian fleet, lying at tlio foot of tho gardens before that progress of time and events which was causing 
our window's, was liriiig niinute gnus, its masts strt'am- an immense emj)ire to crumble into ruins, an obstacle 
ing with Hags, confoimdcMl to the eye with tho green to the civilisation of half the East, atul which was 
leaves of the large trees on tho two slioros. The sea bringing, step by step, towards tliese beautiful regions, 
was covered, from the morning, with small vessels .and a race of men I(\ss w'orn out, a government more humane, 
caiqiics, hearing from Constinitinoplo 15,000 or ‘JO, 000 and a religion more progressive.* 
spectators, W'ho sprt'ad tln inselves into the kiosks, tho — 1 Jiave dined to-d.ay at the house of B.aroii 

jueadow's, and on the j-oeks in the vicinity. ^ A great Sturmer, in tlio company of tho prince royal of Bavaria, 
number remained in tin; cauiues, which, filled witli who is returning from Greece, and is staying a few days 
.Tewash, Armenian, ;»n(l Turkish w'omen, dressed in at Constantinople. This young prince, eager for infor- 
brilliaiit colours, floated, like clusters of flowers, here mation, and possessing tho good sense to forget, in 
and there mi the sea. The camp of tho Kussians, on appearance, tho throne which awaits him, seeks tho 


tho flanks of the Mountain of (liants, half a h.'agiie fnmi 
the fleet, stood out, with its wdiite and blue tents, from 
the sombre verdure and seorehed dc'clivitics of tho 
inoimtaiii. In the evening, tho gardens of the Itussian 
embassy were illuminated by thousands of lamps, sus- 
pended on the branehes of tin? woods. Tho v<‘sscls, 
also illuminated on all their masts, yards, and rigging, 
resembled llrc-ships whoso batteries have been sprung. 
Their sides kc])t \ omiting streams of tlann', and the 
camp of tho disembarked troops, Jigbted by lingo boii- 
liros, on tlie capes and eininenees of tlie Asiatic inouii- 
tains, was reflected in liiiiiinons streaks in lb<‘ si a, jiiid 
cast tlie glare of a confiagratioii upon the whole bed of 
the Bospboriis. 

The (irand ir?eigiior arrived in the midst of thissparl:- 
ling scone in a steam-hoat, which drew up under tlio 
terraces of the palace, to enjoy tlu' spectae'e w hich was 
offered him. He was simmi on tlie deck of the vessel, 
Burrounded by his vizier and his fa\ourile pachas. lie 
remained on hoard, and sent the grand vizier to par- 
take of Count (i)rloff s siipiuT. Iminensi' tables, l.dd 
out under the long avenues, of plane-tree.s, and other 
tables, placed in ail tlie arlioiirs of the gardens, were 
covcied Avitli goM and silver, whitdi inullipiied, by 
reflection, tlie blaz • !i*om tin; illuminated trees. At the 
darkest moment of the night, a little before the rising 
of the moon, a display of jiroworks, exhiinted on Ihi* 
W’.atcr from a raft placi'd in tlie middle of the Bosphorus, 
at an equal distance from the three slnuv.s, sprang into 
the air, Ihnv over the waves, and sjire.-id a rodilened 
glare ujioii the iiiour.tains, on the fleet, and on the | 
innumerable crowd id .spectators in tho eanpies which 
covered the sea. Never did a inor»’ beatilifiil speetaelc 
strike upon the ey<‘S of man ; one might have imagined 
tliat the arch of night was inrii asunder, and gave a. 
glimpse of some fairy world, with elements, mountains, 
seas, and ski(‘s, of unknown forms and hues, and thou- 
wiTuis (d‘ va])onrv and lieetin^ shadows stealing over 
waves of light ami fire. 

Then ail returmsi into silence and darkness. T'lie 
lamps, extinguished as if by a, breath of wind, disap- 
iK'ared irr.m all tho vardoirms .and port-hole.-, of tlie 
ships, and the moon, rising from an elevated valley, 
betwi on the crests of two iiioiuitains, spnxid its milder 
liglit upon tile sea, .and .set in relief, ih*oii a hack-groiind 
ot iKxirls, the luig<- black masses of the vesscl.s, .and the 
Bpectral lovins of their masts, yard-arms, and shrouds, 
^ihe .sultan took his (hpartiiia' in tin,* sm.d' si(*am-boat, 
■W'hose column of smolrn tr.iikal along the sea, and 
vanished in silence, lil.e a shade come to witness tlie 
destruction of an empli 

It was not Saidanajialus illiiimTiIng tlie rtn'.is of lii.s 
subverted throne with tin* blaze of his I’nneral jnle*. It 
was the master of a totte-ring empire, driv<‘T) to ask 
from lu’s enemies fuppij/t and protection :nr.aif*st a 
revolted vas.sal, and wituesiing ili. jr glorv and jus (>w'ii 
humiliation. VVlnit could the el I ( ismanris think when 
they saw the liglits from Ik. ixmii. ihe barbarous 
Christians, and llu' blaze of iheirl .' bn b-irsboo dr 
sacred mountains of Asia, alNm tlie ..r., „f i n.-k- 
mosques, an i beat on the very walls tii ' eld Sei...di( 
What thought Mahmoud himself, umk r a'-siim d 
Sidle upon his Jip.g? WJiat adder was gnaws, g Jus 
heart? Ah? ther wa.y something within pr.iouud I v 


coiiver.satioii of men who liavo no intere.st to flatter 
him, and judges for himself .after hearing them. JIo 
him.self is vtay lirilliant in conv<*rsation. “ The king 
my broth eiy' .said he to me, “.still hesitates in tho 
choice of liis capital. I .should like to hear your opi- 
nion.” “ Tho capit.al of Greece,” I replied lo hirn, “ is 
pointiMl out by the vrn’y nature of the twent which has 
reconstructed it a country. Greece is a. ix'surrection. 
When we re.suscitate an oliject, we must reproduce it 
with its form .and iiaiiu', with its complete individuality. 
Atlieiis, with its ruins and its recollections, is the .symbol 
<*f recognition of Gn'oee. Slie must ri.so again at 
Atht •us, <ir .she will never he any thing more than she 
is now — an itiijioveri.shed tribt! scattered upon the rocks 
of the Behtponuesus and the Isles.” 

,/a///. — The .Un.ssian fleet and army have departc d. 
'riu'v now know’ tlie road, and they have ac<‘ustomed 
the eye.s of the Turks to sec them. The .llo.sphorus 
remains dt .s< rted and inanimate. 

My Arab hoj'ses arrive through Asi;i Minor, ^’ad- 
mor, the most heaiilifiil and liigh-spiriti'd of them ;ifl, 
jierisluMl at Magnesia, near the end of the route, 'fhe 
.saTs wept for him, and slid weeji wliilst giving Tiie tlu^ 
account of his death. Ho had (xxcited tin.' adiiiiration 
('f all the towns of Caramauia tlirough whicli he h.'ul 
pas^ed. The others are so thin and worn out, tliattln.y 
would need .a montli's ]•(■,>• I, befoi-e iliey were in a state 
to undex-take the ionriiey tlirongli ]’.nn.']>« an TurKi y 
aiul G<*rin;iny. I liave .sold the t'\o best to M. «le B»ou- 
teniefffor the slable.s of (h,. Kntpei'er of Itn.ssia, and the 
three others to different individuals in ( ’on.stantijiopl". 
I will alwjiys regret ladnior and Saifle. 

1 I'.av e concluded a bargain with some Turks «tr .St.iin 
houl and t!n> suburl> of Byoub, wlm are tlie i^wuers of 
tho.se v» hides wliieh caiTy llui woiiieii in tin' stri’cts of 
('oii.stantinoj>le ; they are to j»rovide nu^vvitli live araha'^, 
eadi drawn by four hojses, to convey my wife and me, 
M. dc Cainpas, my doiiie.sllcs and luggage, In tweiity-tivi. 
davsto Belgrailo. 1, have hired two Tatars to direet 
the caravan, moukres, and mnle-rlrivers, to carry the 
beds, kitchen uleii>.ils, boxes of hooks, \e., and finally 
.six saddle hor.ses for our.selves, if tlie roads are uiiflt for 
the ar.'ibas. Tlui price of all tliese hor.so.s and carriages 
is about BKH) frauc.s ( Cl <>'()). An excellent intcr])reler 
ac«*< ’’ij allies us on hor.seback. Our departure i,s fixed 
! fi)V i .iC ‘Jolh July. 

I ./ departed from Constantinople in tin* night 
at two <fcloc The horses and eqiiijiage.s waiti'd for 
us in the Kvoul) Hubiirh, upon a small ojien space not 
Jar fr.iio a fountain shaded with jilane-trees. A. I'nrki.^'h 
cale was near at hand. A crowd assemliled to .see us 
start, but we experienced no insult nor mi.s.sed any 
•■iticle. Honi'sty is the virtue of llic populace; in 
luikey it i.s icitst common in the jiahices*. The Turks 

'^[!t is certainly ,a mcl.incholy cireum.stanco to find M. do 
f.aniarfiiio a dui>c of the Idgh-sonndini; prctcncc.s ami tlicatricul 
floiuishf.s with wliu h tairopc has heen ii:iUH(?atcil since tho rciuu 
.jf I'.li/abclhof Uussia, couccruiiiK the niegmon’imVi/, the probity, 

! the humanity, .an«l other oxaltcd virtues of that most subtle and 
* ‘ ncreaehing |•..)*v<>r. Hut, from Vyitairo downwanls, French jihi- 
l.».s^ij‘Uor.s fctem sfiiKiilarly dispow.nl to cnmeli in sycojdiancy 
! ■ f'ire iM)wcr ;nid wc.alth, and have their mindii taken captive by 
h'-nibast and flattery, In dealing out whicli the Kutfsian fifOVCi’n* 
lucot, acta upeu tin* pure Bruuh model. 1 



who were seated under the trees before the cafe, and :he sultan and the pachcas, in the meadows on 'the 
the boys who were passing, assisted us in loading our waters of Asia, and near Buyukdere. They are the 
arabas and horses, and picked up and brought us any gardeners also of Stamboul. 

things which ftjll or which we forgot.* On the morning of the sixth day, wc perceive Adm- 

Wc commenced our march with the rising of the sun iioplo at tho tennination of tho plains, in a beautiful 
on horseback, and scaled tho long, solitary, and liiJly hollow between in ountiai ns. The town appears immense, 
streets of the suburb of Kyoub to the Greek walls of and a beautiful mosque towers above it. It is the finest 
Stamboul. We issued from the walls upon a naked religious monument in Turkey after Saint Sopliio., and 
and deserted hill, surmounted by a superb barrack, was constructed by Bajazet at the time that Adrianoplo 
Two battalions of tho nyzam djedid (regular troops) was tho capital of the empire. The enclosures, two 
were at exercise before the barrack. M. Truqui and leagues from the town, arc cultivated with wheat, vines, 
the young Greeks in his consulate accompanied us thus and fruit trees of all sorts. The aspect of tlio country 
far. We embraced that excellent man, who had been reminds us of the environs of Dijon or Lyons. Nume- 
a ministering angel to us in our days of desolation, as rous rivulets meander in tho plain. We enter a long 
wo separated from him. When in dos])air, a friendship suburb, and pass into the town amidst a crowd of Turks, 
of two mouths is one of many years. May God reward women, and children, who snueezc? each other to get a 
and console the last days of that man of comfort ! Who look at us ; hut far from annoying us, tlu^y exhibit every 
knows if wc shall sec each otlu‘r again Iku’C below ! Wc murk of politeness and resijcct. 'rhe persons who had 
weredepartingupoiialongan<lhazardouHper('grinatioii. come to meet us conduct us to the doer of a liaudsome 
jfe remained sad and ill, far from liis wifi; and his house belonging to AI. Vernazza, Sardinian consul at 
country, lie vainly strove to conceal bis tears from Adrianoplo. 

us, and ours moistened his trembling hand. We liave passed two days at Adriaiiople, in tin; agreo- 

Wo halted three leagues from (.’oustaiitiiiOYde, to let abb; lioiise of this consul, llis family is a fi-Nv Ifygues 
the beat of the day ])ass over. Wo have traversed a in the country, on tho banks (d’ tho river Alavitza, the 
country undulated with hills commanding the Sea of Khra of th(3 ancients. VV^e tjujoy a ravishing prospect 
Marmora. Afcwliouses scattered in the fields, ])iit no of Adrianoplo in tlu; evening, from tlu; top of ihc ter- 
villagcs. Wo resumed our route at four o’clock, and race. Tlie city, almost as largo as Lyons, is \vat(;r(‘d 
still following these low, broad, and naked liills, we by three rivers, tlu; K))ra, Iho Arda, ainl the Tuiidicha. 
arrived at a small town, wheri; our Tatars, who wore It is surrounded on all sides by wood and water, and 
in advance of us, bad got a house ready for ns. This be.autiful mountains, extending in chains, enclose this 
liouse belonged to a eharining Greek family, coin])osed fertile basin. Visit the mosqm;, an edifice similar to 
of three; handsome fisnab-s and children of striking all mosqin'S, but more ehwated and extensive'. Our 
beauty. Tlu'y stretched carpets and cushions on the art ba»s produced nothing nutri! bold, original, or of 
pine lloor for "the night. My cook contrived to procure finer cllect, tlian this monument and its minaret, a 
ric(‘, fowls, and vegetables, in abundance. column pierced to the light more tliaii a hundred feet 

Our caravan was on its legs at tlu’e'o in tlie moi’iiiiig. in shaft. 

OiK' my Tatars k<?ops for .some hours at the bead of Ib.-parted from Adi'ianople for Vhiiijipopol; Tho 
th(! trooj) ; and afte'i* the mid-day rest, which we tak( roatl passes through didih'S and IioHonvs, well woodc.'d, 
either on tin* edge of a fountain or under som(;liov<d of and of smiling aspt>ct, although d<‘serted, between tho 
a caravanserai, he receiv<'s my orders, and goes otf at lofty chains of tlu; luounTains of Kliodope and ILemus. 
a gallop tt) tho town or the village wlu re we an; to We have three <lays’ march, passing some beautiful 
sh‘ep. He bears with liim my letters from the grand villages. In the evc-niiig, when three h'agues from 
vi/ii r to tlu; pa(dia, aga, or ayam (lord), of the villa, Pl!ih])j»opolis, 1 jxnveivi- in the plain a crowd of Turkish, 
'riieso selt;ct tlu; best Greel;, iVnueiiian, or Jewish Armenian, and Greek horsemen, who draw towards us 
lioii^e in tho place, warning the ]»ropri<*tor to get it in a gallop. A handsome young man, mounted on a 
]>repared for strangers, they cause forage for the superb liorso, arrives tlu; first, ami touehes my coat 
tbirly-tw'o borscs fannposing our stiite to bt; lirought witli liis fiiig(T. He draws up alongside ot me, and 
there, and fnapiently supper fur us. The ayam, accom- explains to me in Italian, that, l»ein,g the first to touch 
l»anied l)y the jtrincipal inhabitants, and by* son u* horse- mo, .[ must aecept his house, whatever ontn'ati(;s tho 
men, if then* are any troop.s ill the jdaee, comes to meet other horsemen might ust; to eomiuct me elsewhere, 
us at a certain distance on the road, and (‘scorts us to The kiaya of the governor of Lhilippopolis afterwards 
otic lodging, 'riiey descend from horseback with us, arrivi's, compliments me in tin; name of his master, 
iiitrodiieo us to tlic family, order ]npt‘s and eoilee to lie and tells mo that the governor has |*repared for me a 
brought, and, afiei- a few compliments, retIn; to tludr large ami commodious liouse and also supper, aud that 
own houses, wlicro I sliortly afterwards return them be le pes to retain me some days in the town; but 1. 
tlieir visit. am resolute in accepting the house of the young Greek, 

i'rom (‘onstantinople to Adrianoplo there is nothing AI. Maurides, 
remarkable, aotliiiig picturi sijiie, i-xeept the immense . eiil<’r Bhi]ip]Hipolis in a cavalcade of sixty or 

t'xteut of the ])hiins, without habitations and without \ eighty horseinen, which attracts a crowd to the win- 
trees, trav(;rsed at intiTvaln by .a sunken and half- drud dow.s and into thf stnyts, \N o are received by the 
river wliich pass(;.s under tlie arches of a ruinous bridge, sisters and the aunts ul M. Maurides. Tlie house is 
ill (ho evening wo tind with difficulty some poor village, extensive and elegant. We are ushered into a beauti- 
:it tlie bottqm of a vale suiTounded with orchards. The f*^*I saloon with twii ty-lour windows, and iurnished in 
inhabitants are all Greeks, Armenians, or lUilgnriaiis. tbo Kurop<'an .style, whi iv the g.weriior, and the chief 
Tlio khans of these villages are hovels, almost rootless, peoph; of tlie ditferent natnms in tho town, come 
into wdiich tliey crowd men and Imrses The route couijdiment us and take cofice. Three days are passevl 
continues thus for five d.ivs. W'o meet no one; it IMiilippopoHs, in the enjoyment of the agreeable 
resembles the Syrian desmL Once only we found our- bospitaliiy of AI. Maurides, in going through the eii- 
selves in themidst of thirty or forty Bnlgarian peasants, virons, and in exchanging visits with tho Turks, the 
dressed like Europeans, with caps of black sheep wool. Greiks, and the Armenians. 

'rh(;y were marching towards Constantinojde, to the Philippop»>lis is a town containing oO,fiUO souls. It 
music of two bagpipes. They uttered loud cries (>n days’ journey (rom Adriaiuqde, and I'iglit trom 

seeing us, and sprang towards ns, asking for piastres. Sophia. It is situated on the banks ot a river, on a 
Th(;y are tlie .Savoyards of European Turkey. They fi'd isolated rocks, in the midst ot a w ide and leriile 
were going for tho purpose of guarding tho horses of valley, 'flie position of the town is one ot the most 

beautiful that can bo imagined ; the hill forms a pair of 
would almost seem that tlio author had m.wlo ;* luistrkc both equally crow ned w itli houses aud g.iidcns, 

as to the hour of his departure, as it is not likely that f lie r. -ires streets descend in eiivular w hidings to lessen 

and streets thoujd be full in the dead of inght; but certainly pEf^ipitaney to tho banks ot tho ri mm*, which flows 
buvh arc Ida word^-J thg foot of the aud ciicu*clc;5 it with a moat of 
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living Water. The asi>oct of the bridges, tlio gardens, proved to be the young and amiable Creek of Philippo- 
the houses, the woody plain which separates tlio river polls, M. Maurides, with a Macedonian physician, and 
from the mountains of Macedonia, and these mountains several servants, who were enj^aged in relieving tlio 
themselves, whoso sides are riddled with torrents horses which had been loaded with provisions, articles 
whitening tlioin with foam, and strewed with villages of furniture, and me<iiciiies. A Tatar, who was passing 
or large Greek monasteries, renihns the garden of M. the Balkan, on his way to Adrianople, had stopped at 
Maurides one of the most admirable sites in the world, the klian of Philippopolis, and spread the report that a 
The population of the town is composed, in about ecpial Frank traveller \wus ill, and at the point of death, at 
proportions, of Grec'ks, Arnieniaiis, and Turks. The Veiiikai. This rumour reached M. Maurides at ton in 
Greeks are in general well iiifornied and eoinmereial ; thi; evening ; and presuming that this Frank was Ids 
the principal amongst them have their cldldreii edn- late guest, he imiuediatidy sent to Ids friend the phy- 
cated in Hungary. TIu' <.»[» 2 )ression of the Turks only siciaii, af sembled bis domestics, threw on Ids lun*ses all 
appears the more onerous afti’i’wards ; tlu'y sigh after that his charitable foresight judged (‘sseiitial to a patient, 
the indepei)fJ<Micc of their brothers in the Morea. 1 set off in tlie middle of tluj niglit, travelled without a 
became acquainted with three young Greeks, agreeable lialt, and came, after two days’ journeying, to bring 
youths, and worthy, from their sentiments and eiier- sueeour, remedies, and consolation, to a stvangcT who 
getic sjdrit, of another lot and another country. would never see him again. Tlieso are trails wldeli 

Q^uitted IMdlippopolis, and arrived in two days at a refresli the soul, and show the gcTierous nature of man 
pretty town, called Tatar Bazarjik, situated in a enl- in all places and in all climates. M. Maurides found 
tivated plain ; it belongs, as m’oU as the surrounding me almost convalescent ; and as business called biui 
province, to one c>f those great Turkish feudal families, back to Philippopolis, lie departed the same day, leav- 
llve or si.NL races of whom exist in Asia and Euroju', iiig with me the young Mao'douiau physician. He was 
who are respected by the sultans. The young jUMUce a man of tali nt and inforination, liatl pursued hisiue- 
vvho possesses and governs 'rat;ir Bazarjik, is the sou dical studies at Senilin, in Hungary, and spoke Latin, 
of the former vizier, Hussein- Pacha, lie received us His skill was not lU'cdc.'d, foi- the tc'uleriiesH, presence 
with cliivalrous liospitalitv, and gave us a large, ele- of mind, and jleti'rmlned resolution r>f my wife, had 
gant, and commodious house, belonging to an Arineniaii, accomplished all ; l)ut his srjciety was agreeable during 
just newly eonstnuqed oji the banks of a .stream wliieli the twenty tedious days we ])a.sst'<l at Veuikai, to allow 
surrounds the tv)wn. \Ve w(‘r(‘ scarcely installed, wlnm the malady to ]>e comidi'tely ciirisl, and to n'galii 
fifteen or twenty slaves arriviMl, each bearing on his sireugtli to mount my horse. 

head a pewter tray, and deposited on the lloor, at our The Prince of Tatar Bazarjik, informed IVom the 
feet, a profusion of idlaus, j>astrv, game, and coufec- first of my illness, gave me ('fjUidly touching marks of 
thmary lif all .sorts, from the kiteliens of the jn-inee. int('r(‘st and kindiu ss. He sent. im‘ every day mutton 
Two horses wei'(? also brought as a present to uh', wliieli and veal f(»r my pt'ople ; and during the wlude time of 
T declined acci'priiig. AJy suite \s'ero well provided my .sojourn at Venikai, 11 v(! <»r six troopers of liis guard 
with calves and sheep. ri'inained constantly in tlie court, with their hoi’ses all 

On the following day, we got. a sight of th...' l.’alkan r<‘ady, to execute' my lea^t desire. 'I’l.e few hast days 
in front of us. These b '.anlihil nujunuihis. wa ll wuodetl, <»f my convalesceuec, tlii'y accom]»auied mo in^'xenc. 
,‘iud intersp(‘rsed with larg<‘ villages and highly culti- sions to the magnificent valh y and mountains in the 
vated tracts, are p opled by the Jiulgarians. At the vicinity of Venikai. Tlu' jirinet' oflVi-ed me even a 
village of ^'enik.ai, J found the jndncipal inhabitants presisit of slaves; and a drtachineni of his trooptu ', 
waiting for IIS, who took the reins <*f our liors(‘H, ])l;ie<‘d (‘sc<u-t<‘d me on my dejiartuiv, to IIm; limits of Ins 

tht in.selves on ('acli side of our enrringe.s, siipjiorted govermm'nt. 

them with their hands and slioulders, s<*inetimes lifting 1 h:nl :iii oppoj’lunily of sliidyliig, in the iiitei lnr 'if 
them mp to pn'vent the wheels sliding down tlie j)r«‘ci- their fainilh's, the* mami'Ts of t!i'- Bulgarians, 'riiey 
]»ice.s, and thus comhieted us into the iniscralde villag<* are (juit*.* the .same tis tliiwe of tlu* Swiss and Sav«»yard 
where my Tatars had jua cedi’d me, Tlu* lums<*s, peasants. 'I'liey are a simple, mihl, and lahorious race, 
scattered on the si(h*s orlops of two liilK, M']^arale^l full of respect for tlu ir priests, and d zeal fn* thi'ir 

iihsl by p; ^ cljard;- r<*ligioii, wliieli is GriM k. 'I'lie jumimis an* simide lalio- 

and grass-plots. All the nunmtaiiis were cultivated to rioiis peasants also. ^I'lie Bulgarians form a jiojmlatioii 
their base, ami crowned with beautiful forests on their of ,s<wer;iJ millions, which is eoiitinually increasing; 
brows ; the peaks were of r<»ck. 'i'he Bulgarian hovels they live in villages and .small towns apart from the 

were Imilt of clay, and covered with h*afy houglis. We 'I’lirkf^. One or two 'furkB, delegated by tin* pacha or 

iicciipied seven or eiglit of them, each liaviiig but one ayam, go througli tliese villagt‘s evi ry ye.'ir to colIeeL 
room, with the hare gixtuml serving for a thnir, Gur the taxes ; with that exception, and some exacted labour, 
moukres, Tatars, ami horsemen, bivouack(;d in the tiiey live undisturbe d, and according to their own eus- 
orchimls. toms. Their dres.s is like that of the peas;nits in Ger- 

I was attacked by fever and inllammation, the result many; the w'onien ami girls have a costume marly 
of sorrow and I'af igiie, and pas.sed twenty days extended similar to the h inales of tin* Svvis.s mountains ; tliey ar«? 
i)n a mat, in this miserable hut ^witltout windows, pretty, lively, and graectul. Their manners ;Ljt)H'ai\'d 
between life ami dcatli. My wife, with admirable to;, to be jtiire, although tln'y eea.sed to be v eiled as 
dcvot(‘dn(‘ss, passed tifteen <lays ami lifteen nights, in Turkey, and mingle freely with tlu* iiu'ii. 1 have 
without closing an eye, at the .side of my la-d of .-travv. vvitiieAsed rural dances amongst the Bulgarians, (*xactly 
►Slie sent soiiu* Bulgarians iiit') the rmu'shes of the plain as in our v ilages in I’rauee. Tliey despise and halo 
to seek for lei'ches, of wliieli they procured a supply, the d’urks ; ilu-}' an* qiiitiJ j-ipe for indepemhniee, and 
1 had sixty leeches applieil to my chest ami temjih s, lor.n, with tluo Servians their iieigidioiii’s, the g<*rm ol 
which redueed the fever, and restored me to reeollee*- ■ future states in Furojieau 'rurkey. 'Idle country wliieli 
tion. 1 thouglit, night and day, upon my wife, who I th -y inhabit would soon be a deliglitfni garden, if tho 
would be abaiKl'.JUcd at sm h a distance from all im*:ins clind and stupid ojipositimi, not of the goviiriiinent but 
of consolation, in the imdsi of ile- luountaiiis of AJace- of the adinini.stration of 'rurki'y, allovvi'd tliem to jnir- 
donia, if I should ha pp. n tfT die. Oli t'*n*ibie luiiir.s’ sm* its cultiv'ation with a little more si curity. They an* 
1 called Al, de (Vuiqias, anil g;, my last in.*itruc- pasMonately attached to tlu; soil. 

tioiis in case ot death ; I hi gg^ij ijjn, tiHiave me buried I ipiitUrd Venikai ami its good peasants with regret; 
under a tree wliicli 1 liad ivmarl. d, \ hen wv arrived. [ it is a delightful resiilemai in siirnim*r. The whole 
on the edge of the road, vvi; :i a single word -..gniv f .i on j village acconqtanied ii.s for a league into tho Balkan, 
the stone, that word wliicli is bujjerioi' to all cco^io! ! .and loaded ns witli good wislu*s and b(*nedictions, 

tion — G od. cleared the lirsl Balkan in an hour ; tlic?y are iiiouiitain.s 

On the plxtli day of tlie fever, when toe dangc. ; vt*rv Hiniilar V) tliosi^ of AnvuTgne, and are every 
was already ])a«sed, wv heard the noise of ho- e.s ami wliere }icces. iblo ami lit for cultivation. Five Imndn^d 
arms in tie* 'amrt Some lior.semen <lot-.c( irdiMl, who ' workmen might make an exccllnil cnvrlagc-road in ft 




Bmgle aeasoii. In three days I arrived at Sophia, a| where, wc are welcomed with hospitality and respect; ' 
large town in an enclosed valley watered by a atreain. the best liouse in the village is prepared for us ; and the 
A Turkish pacha was residing tliere, who sent his kiaya clergyman comes to converse with us. We begin to 
to meet mo, and gave me the house of a Greek mer- find the furniture of Europe in the Inmses, the women 
chant for a lodging. 1 passed a day there, the pacha are no longer veiled, and in the meadows and woods 
sending sheep and calves, and refusing any present in are hands of young men and girls going together to the 
i-etnrn. There is nothing worthy of remark in the laVjoiirs of the field, and singing national airs, which 
town. remind us of the “ Ilanz des vaches.”* These young 

In four days’ slow marching, fiometimes over monn- iris iiro dressed in a chemise, plaited into numerous 

tains of easy ascent, sonietinies valleys and plains of jlds, which covers tho shoulders and bosom, and in a 

great fertility, but iinp<*oplod, 1 aiTivt*d in llie plain of short petticoat, of brow'n or red woollen. Their healtliy 
Nissa, the last Turkish town, almost on the frontitn-s ’rcshiiess and gaiety, and the cleurness of their com- 
of Servia. 1 was half an hour in front of the caravan, plcxioiis and c^yes, give them a reseinblanee to the 
The Kun w’as scorchingly hot. About a league from the ]>rcttiost maidejis of Borin*, or of the mountains of 
town, I saw a largci white tow’or rising in the middle of Lucerne. 

the idaiii, glittering like I'ariaii inarhle, to which the Now our invariable conipanions in all the TurTvisli 

road conducted me. Wlieii J. drew m ar, J gave my kouaks abandon us ; we see no longer tho storks, whoso 

liorse to a 'J’urkish l)(»y, who aeeonipa.irn‘d me, to hold, large nests, like cradles of reeds, crown the summits 
and seatetl myself under the shade of the towc'r to d’ all the domes on the mos(pies in iCuropeaii Turkey, 
repose for a inonumt. .Scarcely had I sat down, when, and serve as ro(»fs to the eruinbling minarets ; every 
raising my t'yes to the monument which alforded me evening, on arriving in the villages or (leserte«l khans, 
slicdtt'r, 1 saw that its walls, which had appcartsl to we saw' tliem in couples roaming around our tent or 
me of marble or white stom*, were forino<l by regular hut ; the young ones, raising their long necks out of tho 
layers of human skulls. The skulls and visages of nest likt? a brood of serpents, opened tlu^ir beaks to tho 
men, uiiih'shed and blanched hy the rain and sun, and mother, who, half Huspeiided o*i her wide wings, distri- 
ceniented witli some sand and chalk, conipj).setl tlu' buted amongst them tin? food wliieli slio had procunul 
triumphal arch wliieh overshadowe«l me. Tliere miglit from the neighlH»uring niarslies, and the male bird, 
tit‘ from fiftet n to twenty thousand of tlu'in ; to some hovering motionless at a great height above the nest, 
the hair still adiiered, and wavi'd like weeds ami moss sec*me<l to enjoy the toneiiing sjieetaele. These beau- 
nnder the brei*zt‘, w hich was blowing fresh from thr tiful birds hav<i nothing savage about tliein ; they are 
mountains, ami, ]>i('n;iijg the iiimiim*rabl<* cavities oj tlio guardians of the roof as the dogs of tlie hearth; 
the .skulls ami laet'S, made them give out plaintive and they live in pence with the iloeks of doves which whiten 
lameiitabUi sighs, 'flun’i^ was no person m ar to give the domes of the khans and the ino,s<pn‘.s, and seare not 
me an explanation of this 1.>arbarian inomiment. The even the swallows. 'I'he Turks live in harmony also 
boy who lield tin* two hor.^e ’, by tlieiv bridUvs was play- with all eri ation, animate and inanimati* ; trees, birds, 
ing with the iimr.sels of tlie skulls which ha«l fallen in or dogs, they respect Jill that Clod has inatle, and ex- 
dnst at the foot of the tower; and I was so ovinvoine tend their elinrity to tlx p< r animals wiiieh are left 
w'hli fatigue, heat, and slet>pines.M, that 1 sk'pt with iny to starve * tortured amongst In all tlie streets, at 
back supported against these walls of (leeapilated hea«ls. certain <iistanci‘s, tlu'ro are troughs of water for tho 
On awaking, I fomnl myself surrounded by the eara- dogs of the (piarter, ami tin'V t>ften leave ])ious legacies 
van, and a grt at nuniber of Turkish horHeim*!!, com when dying, to feed the turtle-dove.s winch they noli- 
to <*.seort ii.s at oiir i ntry into the ti'wn. Tin y told im rislied wlien alive. 

they wen* the ln a<ls of 1.5, 000 Servian.s, .slain )•}' tin Sepfrml/er '2 AVe liave issued thi.s morning from the 

paclia in the last r**volt of Si rvia. 'I’liis ]>lain had l)ecn efcrnul fon*st.s of .Servia, which continue t'ven to tho 
the 1i» Id of (lealli to those gt nerons-iriiinlcd insurgents ; j banks of the Dannhe. The }>oint at which wo get a 
and thi.s monument was tin ir ^ej»lllellre. I Kiluteti with { fii>t glinu»''e of this king id’ rivers is an einiiieneo 
my eyes and my In art Die remains id' those heroic men, covered with supirb oak.* After cli'aring it, we dis- 
wln<se .s«!vered heads liave beeome the boimdary-stone cover at its base a large lake of blue and transparent 
of tin* imli j'cinlt'iiee tjf tlnar country. Servia, wdiieh water, enclosed in woods and tall reeds, and sprinkled 
w».* wi’i’e alnint to ent<T, is now free ; it was a song <d‘ with verdant islets. On atlvaneiiig, we seo tlio river 
lih« rty and glory, whieli the w inds (d' the mountains stretching to tin; right and left, skirting the steej) woody 
wen* uttering rmnnl tin; Servians w ho had died for shores of Servia, and losing itself in Die jdains of lluii- 
tlieir eoimtry ! d’liey will soon posse.s.s NIs.sa iteelf ; — gary on the right. The la.d slopes of the foivst falling 
may they allow this immiinn nt to subsist! it will towards the river, present one of the most beautiful 
ti'aeh their children the value of iinlopeudenee, by localities in the universe. We sleep on the banks of 
showing them the price their father.s have pahl for it. tin* l)anube, in a small Servian village. 

N'issa re.seinhles Sophia, ami lias no distinct ehuvac- ()u the. following day wi* again »p:il the river during 
ter. We pa.ss«'d a ikiy there. After Nis.su, we entered a four liours* inarch. Tlie eoinury, like that of all 
into the beautiful inoniitaiiis and tin* immense fore.sts of frontier.s, is sandy, uncultivated, and desert. TowanU 
Servia. Tiie.si? ])riniitive forests i-xtiMid on all sides as noon we scale the sterile hills, from which we have, at 
far as tlie horizon, leaving <mly a w ide serpentine road, last, a view »d' Belgrade at our ft*et. Belgrade, so often 
wiiieh Iiad been reia'iitly traversed hy I’rinee Miloseh, shattered by l)omi>s, is situated on an elevated bank of 
an imh'pemleMt chief of Servia. for six days we pene- the Banube, The niofs of its moHi(ne.s are riddled, tho 
trated into these inagniHe'‘iit and perpetual sluubjs, walls are breacln and the abandoned suburbs are 
without otfier ohji'ct to look at than the emlles.s colon- strewi'd with dilat>idated houses and heaps of ruins; 
iiades of tlu; enormous and towering trunks of heeche ^ the town, like all Turkish towns, descends iii narrow' 
tlie waves of fidiagi; swinging in the wimb and the avi-- ;»iul tortuous streets towards tlu* river. Somlin, tho 
lilies of hills and niountuiii.s, imiforinly covered witli first town in Hungary, shines on the oilier side of 
centenarian o;ik.s. Only, at intervals of five or six the Danube, with all tho maginiiconce of a Kuropeati 
leagues, on descending into a soim*wIiat 'vider valley { (own. Its steepb's rise fronting tho minarets. When 
in wliicli a river wind.-;, largo wovden villages, with a arrived at Bi‘lgrade, w'o put up at a small inn, the first 
few pretty white houses, straggling at the opening of Dial we have found in Turkey. The Prince iMiloscli 
the forest, a small church and a parsonage, stretch semis some of his principal otficers to invite me to pass 
along the lianks'of a stream, in th<3 midst of immlows a few <I:iys in the fortress where ho resides, at a dis- 
and patelies of melons. The inhabitants seated on lance of some leagues from Belgrade. I resist their 
woodi?n benches before their shops, work at different eiitreatie.s, and order boat.s for the pa;^ of tho 
trades ; iheir counfimaiiees, although mild and bene- 
volent, have .sumetliing of tho northern a.^pect, of jtUh ii the national sour of the Tyrolese IwHants, with 
energy and haughtiness, wldurh hi'spcaks a people al- wUn h tlu* biitiVa publio was made familiar b;' tlie Tyrolese 
ready free, an<l altogether ivorthy of being so. Every minstrels a few yearn ago J 




Danube* At four o’clock wo descend to the river. As 
we are about to embark, I see a group of horsemen, 
dressed almost in tho European fashion, galloping to- 
wards us along the beach ; amongst them is the brother 
of Prince Miloscli, the chief of the Servians, who comes, 
on tho part of liis brother, to renew his invitation for 
me to remain a few days at his house. I regret ex- 
tremely it was not in my power to aercept a hospitality 
so obligingly pressed ; hut my travelling coTiipanion, AI. 
de Campas, had b<M*n seriously indisposed for several 
days, so as to be scarcely abh; to keep on liorseback, 
and it was absolutely necessary to procure him roposo 
and tho resources of a European town, as well as the 
aid of the physicians tho Lazaretto. I converse lialf 
an hour with the prince, who seems a man avcII in- 
formed, aflable, and ainiiihle. 1 express my gnatitica- 
tion that he and his noble nation are verging so nearly 
to a perfectly independent civilisation; and 1 at length 
put my foot into the boat which is to transport us to 
Semlin. The passage occupies an hour ; tlu^ river, 
wide and deep, lias waves liUe the sea. We skirt the 
meadows and oi'chards which surround Seinlin, and on 
the evening^of the iid we enter the Lazaretto, wlier<; wo 
must remuiu ten days. Each of ns has a cell, and a 
small com*t planted with trees. 1 dismiss my Tatars, 
moukres, and dragoman, who return to Constantinople. 
They all kiss my hand in sadness, and 1 myself cannot 
quit, without emotion and gratitu<l(', tlu'se sinipl(.‘ and 
honest, these faithful and op('n-lu*arted servants, who 
have guid(?d, followed, guardf'd, and tended iiu’, as 
brothers would have done for a lu’other, and avIio have , 
proved, during the innnmerablo vicissitudes of an 
eighteen mouths’ jonnury in a fundgn land, that all re- i 
ligions have their divine moral, all degrees of civilisa- ^ 
tion their virtues, and all men the seiitiineiit of the 
just, the good, and the beautiful, engraved in dilforent 
characters upon their hearts by the luuul of (jod. 


KOTl..' LEON 8]:RVIA. 

ScmliHf Scptemlrr li?, i}i the Lazaretto . — We had 
scarcely left these forests, \sh('re a new and free people 
arc germinating, than we felt regret at net having 
known more of tlieiii. One would like to Jive and light 
with them for their iiew'-horn iudependenee, and we 
inquire witli pleasure into tiie events which li.aVi* pro- 
duced it, and tho destiny their own virtues ;ind I’rovi- 
dence are pivjiaring for them. I v, ill always renn'mlxu’ 
the scene at Jagodiiia. We were admiring, in a Servian 
eahin, a young motln'r suckling twins, whilst a third 
cliild was jilaymg on the ground, at her feet, with the 
yatagan of its fatlier. TJie priest of the village, and 
sonic of the principal inhabitants, were in a eirele 
around us, and s])r>ke to us, with simj.ilieity and eiithu- 
siasiu, of the iuei easing jirosjierity of the nation under 
its free go\ernment, t»f the forests tlii-y were clearing, 
of the houses that were multiplying in the valleys, and 
ot the niiineroijs schools, filled with eliildren, that w’ere 
opened in all the villages ; each of thrs^.* men, .advai-eiug 
his head bctwia'ii tlie shoulders of thos.* in front of Jiiin, 
had on his countenance a ju'oiid and h.appy look at the 
admiration tliat wi? testlHcd ; tJieir eyes wen' .anir-ated, 
their faces coloured with emotion for iheii countrv, as 
if the glory and liherty of a'l formed tie.' l.M.>ast t>f eacdi. 
At this moment, the husband of tin; Servian meiln e in 
whose house we were lodged, re-luriM'il from the fields, 
came up to us, and saluted us with that resjieet, and at 
tho same time with that uo' h. ness of luanm'r, ii:itut‘al 
to savage ti*iltes; he then ininglr I v\itli th^* otln-r vil- 
lagers, and l.M ard with theio ri'-Vrecital that tl.e p-.pe* 
was giving us of tlie hatth s for didopeiidence. Wlien 
tho pope came to the nattio o- Aissa- '•here 30 stan- 
dards were wrested from 'l; :‘,uno rnoun- 

taineers, the father sprang •. t of na- -in-lM ...jd to.:; ng 
from »,he arms of his wife Ins t'\o io\,.rlv infants an ' 
raising them towards hea\eii, ‘‘ lielioM ihe soldiers d 

♦ [Tho parish prlosfi of flic Greek clmreh arc eah . by the 
name of pope ■ 


Miloschl” he exclaimed— As long as women sliall 
give birth to <^ildren, there will be free Servians in the 
forests of Scumadia 1” 

The history of this people is written only in popular 
verses, like the first annals of all heroic races. These 
songs of national enthuBiasm, composed on the field of 
battle, repeated from rank to rank by tho soldiers, and 
carried to the villages at the end of the campaign, are 
preserved by tradition. The priest or the schoolmaater 
writes them, accompanied by simple airs, but vibrating 
as the hearts of tho combatants, or as tho voice of a fatht'r 
who greets from afar the smoke from the roof of his chil- 
ilren : they become the popular history of the nation ; 
Prince Alilosch Inis had two collections of them printecl 
and distribnied. Tht) Servian child learns to read tho 
exploits of his fatliers in those touching r(‘cifuls ; and tlio 
name of the liberator (d’ Servia is engrafted on his first 
recollections. A people nouriKhed with such food can 
never again become slaves. I have often met in tho 
middle of tliose ])rimitivo forests, in profound gorges 
where wo oxjiected to find no other inhabitants than 
wild beasts, groups of youths iind maiflens ]>roceeding 
in c('iiipany, .singing together tiic'so national airs, a few 
words of vvhicli our interpreters translated h»r us. They 
interrupted their .songs for a moment to salute us, and 
g;ize at us <l(‘fi]iug past ; and when we had disappeared, 
they resumed their air.s, and those sombre avenues of 
agcil oaks, and th(‘ I'oeks which lim'd the torrent, re- 
soumled for a long time with tin' eclioes of those songs, 
with their full notes and monotonous repetitions, which 
]>roniisc a long liajipiru'ss to this T('gi()n. “ What do 

they say,” I asked my dragoman, w lio iimh.'rstoo«l tlusi* 
language, on one occasion. “ Jlospodar,” lie answered 
me, “ they are uttering such silly things, tliat they are 
not worthy of being repeated to h’ranks.” “ Hut pray 
translate for me tlie \(.‘ry wtu'ds tlnw arc* singing at this 
inonu'nt,” 1 ri'joined. “Wi'll, they are .saying, ‘May 
(iod bless the waters of the Alorawa, for lliey have 
drowned the enemii s of Si rvia! Alay (Jod multiply 
tho seed of tlie oaks of Scumadia, for each of these trees 
i.s a Servian 1’ ” “ And what do they mi'an by that ? ” 1 

asketl. “ Hospod.'iiy’ auswi'red the dragoman, ‘'they 
iiie.'in, that (iuriiig the war, tho Servians found the 
trunks of the oak.i ;i, ]>roteeting ranijtarl, that their 
fore.'^ts were and .“-lill an' tln'ir nadiral fortressrs, ihat 
eaeli of these troe.s i« .*i comrade in battle, and tliat they 
love tliein as hroth(*rs ; thus, when ITinee Alihoieli, 
who at jn't'sent governs them, caused so nniny trees to 
he cut down to forin, throngli tile'll' fnivsls, tin* long 
road th.it we are h illowing, tlie old .Servians have often 
eursed him. ‘To level trees,’ .said they, ‘ is to kill men. 
In Si'rvia trees aisi rmsi are friends.’” 

AVliilst traver.sing tliese magnitieent .solitude.'^, where, 
during so m.'iny days’ mareli, the ey<’ pi reeivi'.s nolhiiig, 
on every side that it is cii'-t, hut the nnirorin ami «Iari' 
undulation of the leave.s, of the oaks which cover th<’ 

... .....able offoli;.^ , 

from which even tlie .sharp point of a inuian't <n’ a 
stet'ple peeps not out; whilst (h'seemliiig from time to 
time into deep gorges, wlu.'n? ;i, rivm* ro.'ired, wh<'re th<; 
fou retired a little to give pl;u’(? to some well-cult i 
vated fields, ]iretty iiew' lioii.'-cs built of wood, saw-jiits 
and mills erecli.'d on tlie edge of the stream; wliilst 
be-liolding in iieiise Hocks, umh'r charge of young and 
bc.autifn!. gire, pleturesqnely clad, coming out of tlie 
colonnades of trees, and returning in tlie evi’iiiiig to the 
dweiling.s, the cliildr<*n h aving tlie village .school, the 
pope .seated on a bench at the door of his neat little 
ouse, ;uid the old im'ii entering tin? common building 
or im* clmrcli to deliheratf? on affairs — 1 conhl believe 
niysrdf in the inid.st of tho forests of North Amt‘ric;i, 
at llio time that a ]»r*oplo w.as being fonned, or a cuhmy 
cstahli.-hed. Tlie countenances of lhe»o men testified 
io tluf mildness of their inaniifTs, tho good breeding of 
an ancient idvilisaiion, and the health and comfort which 
Micy enjoy ; liherty is Bianiped on thcii* phy.siognomieB. 
The Bulg.'iriau is good and simple, but wo perceive, 
tiiat alth(;ugli I'eady to enfrancliise himself, he etiil 
bears a reininnt of tho yoke ; in the stooii of his head, 
and in the accent of his voice, and in the humble re- 






fsignation of his looks, there still lurks a sensible recol- 
lection and fear of the Turk ; he I'emiiids us of the Savo- 
yard, one of that good-hcnrted and excellent Alpiner 4 ace, 
to whom there is nothing wanting hut that dignity of 
mien and of speech which ennobles all the other virtues. 
The Servian, on tho contrary, recalls tlie Swiss of the 
siTiall cantons, where tho pure and patriarchal manners 
of the shoplierd are in perfect harmony with tho lilu'rty 
which mala;s the man, and tho calm courage wliich 
makes the hero. The young virgins resemble tlio hand- 
some females of Lucerne and 1 Ionic, and their costume 
is almost tho same — very short petticoats of hriglit 
colours, and their hair plaited in long tresses, hanging 
to their heels. Tludr manners are cliaste, like those of 
all pastoral ami religious tribes, ^riieir language is 
musical, Iiarmonions, and cadonced, as all those wliicli 
come Irom the Slavonic. There is little inequality of 
fortune amongst tliem, but a general coinpotejicy. 
Tlicir only luxury is in having lim; mans. Their pre- 
sent governmeiifc is a spoeios of n'ju’osontative dictator- 
ship. I’rinco ]\IiloFeli, the lihorator of S<‘rvia, has 
prosiTved the (liscr4?tionary ]>owoi' wlfudi was VJ'.sted 
ill him from mica'ssity during tlie war. J^roclainioJ 
prince of tho Servians in lli'it), the ]>ooplc swon; hdolity 
to him and his sncoossors. ^J'ho Turks, who have, still 
a part in the adiiiinistiati4)n, and in tho garrisons of tlui 
fortresses, have also roeiignised I'liiice Aliloscli, and 
now treat directly with him. lie has constituted a 
senate and district assemblies, liave concurrent 

powm* in the discussion and di'cisioii oT general allairs. 
'J’he senate is coMvoke<l every year ; tlu; deputies of the 
villagi sasst inhivi in the vicinity ol lho [irinee‘sresidcnc<‘, 
and they ImM, like tlu* im'U of th(^ heroic, times, thi'ir 
deliberations under large tre es. The piiiice <lesceii<ls 
fn.tm his seat, eoim s nj) to each of tin- deputies, inter- | 
rogat«\s him, liearsljisanswers, takesiinole of his com- 
])laints or advice, .--peak.s to him conc<Tning aiVairs, 
explains to him with calmm-.ss liis jkolilical vi«*ws, and 
jnstilies the nn'asurcs Avhich have aj’jH aj*<'(l harsh or 
arhit raj’v ; all tins ]ia\>(.^ with tin; iiohle and gravt? 
familiariiy of luisl.amlmeffcuiiversing with their land- 
lords. 'I'lu'v arc labouring mid arnu d patriarchs. Tin* 
b<*li(‘f in (lud jii’esidcs <.ver all ilieii* councils, as at all 
tlieir cembals; tliey !eglslat<' and tight for their altar, s 
as well as tlieir Ibi'esl'i, but tbeprie.sts liavo no inllnence 
e\c(*]it in allairs <.if religion. 'Cln* jaincipui inllnence 
rc^ls with tlie military chiefs, that nohilii y of Mood 
wliich lIu'V call Tlu; sai’crdotal (lomination 

iieM i* 4'<immeiic('s until tin' state <d war has eeas<'d, 
ami until tin* soil ^if the country is ineenlestihly won 
fur (he nation. I'p to tha:. jtoint, men luomur a!>ove 
all other.s tho^,c wlio (k iemi iheni ; it i.s not till ai’ter- 
wards that lluy In nour these wiio civilise them.. 

Tin; jtopnlalion ol' Si-rvia reaelu s at jti'.'.senl. to about 
1 .tJ(Kl,t)U(t, and it rapidly inereaving. Tin* mildne'^sof 
the climate, similar to iliat of I 'ranei; l)etw<*(ni Lyons 
and A\ignon; the fertility of tin.' unbrola ii and deep 
soil, wliich is every wliere covered wilii tin.' rank ^*'go- 
latlou of the Swiss meadows' : tlie iiuincroiis rivi rs ainl 
tdia-.'ims, which d(.^eend from tin' moiimains, nn ai 'ler 
in tlie valkys, and j'orm at intervals lakes in the mid-t 
of tile Woods ; tin; ch aring of the bii-ests, whieli will 
furnish, as in America, grcJimd for (lie ].Iung!i, and 
inexliansi lie materials for onilding; tlie mild ami pure 
inaiiners of the p(.‘opli* ; the ]iro(eeliiig law.-, which mo; 
already enlightened by a^similat’oT' to ouv best I'.uro- 
peaii laws; tlie rights ot eiti. -nsiiiji, gaaranteevl hy 
local rejiresentatioii and deliljc •ative assembli< ,s; in 
line, the supremo pow er coiieentratod, in adequate pro- 
jiortion.s, in tlio hands of a. man worthy of Jii.s mission, 
Ihince i\Jilosch, and li'aii.smitling it to l.»k; descendants 
— all tliCHO elements of peace, civilisation, and jnvi- 
Kpmdty, jiromisQ to carry the Si'rviaii jiopnlatioii to 
several millions I'clbre half a century. If this nation, 
as it desiri's and Imjics, becomes tho centre of a new 
Slavonic empire, by its nnion with Bosnia, a part of 
Bulgaria, and tlie warlike hordes the M .uilenegrins, 
Kuropo will SCO a new state arise from tlw' rniiu. of 
Turkey, and cover those vast and bofiiitilnl i. gions 
which e.xtoiid between tbc jUanubi', the Adriiitle, and 


the Balkan. If the difference of manners and of nation- 
ality affords too much resistance to this fusion, wc shall 
see at least in Servia, one of the members of that con- 
federation of free states, or European protectorates, 
destined to fill up tho void that the disappearance of 
the Ottoman empire is about to leave in Europe as 
well as ill Asia. European politics can have no better 
purpose to satisfy. 

ISfipiember 23. — The history of this people mu.st bo 
sung, and not written. It is a poem which is still pro- 
gressing. 1 have collected tho principal facta on the 
spot from the mouths of our Belgrade friends, who 
conic to visit us at the bars of tho Lazaretto. Seated 
under a linden on tlu' grass, in tho mild and beautiful 
sun of these countries, and with the murmur of tho 
Da mi he in its rapid course clo.so hy, and tho prospect 
of the lovely shores and green fori'sts of Servia, oppo- 
site th(‘ coast of Hungary in front, these mim, in a half 
oriental costume, and with the masculine and calm 
features of a warlike race, recount to me with simpli- 
<*ity the dtM'ds in wliicli tliey have talcen part. Although 
still young, ami covert'd with wounds, they seem to 
liav<; entirely forgotten war, and an* oeeiipied only with 
public improvements, schools for the ])(*o]ile, rural and 
administrative amcndincnts, and tho progress to be 
given to legislation. Modest and zealoiis, tlu'y take 
advantage of all oet^asions wliicli are allbrdod ilieni to 
pt'rfeet their new-born institutions; they interrogate 
travellers, retain them as long as possihlo amongst 
them, and store nji all that tlu'se men ti'll them, who 
have eomo from sneli a tlistance, as if tlu.-y were the 
envoys t)f jn’ovidence. The following is the account 1 
have; gatherotl of tlieir last yt'urs :* — 

It was in 11)04, at tlu; t lul of long troubles excited by 
Passwanaglon, Baelia of W'idin, and which were sup- 
prusseil by the force of tlio janissaries, that the Ser- 
vian.-; revoltotl again.sl their tyrants. T liroe ehh fs united 
together in tlie central part of Servia, wliich i.s called 
Sciimadin, an immense district, covi'rod with impene- 
trable forests. Tho first of tliesi; chiefs was Ivara- 
(lotirgo, ami the two others, Tanko-Kalish and Wasso- 
Teharapilsh. Kara-( loorge had hei'ii a IL-yduk. Tho 
lloyduks were in .'^ervia what the Kleplitos were in 
(Jr»'ec(‘, a raca? of imlepem.h'nt and adventurous men, 
living in iiiaeoessible numnlains, and descending, upon 
tlu* least symptom of war, to tako]>art in the conflicts of 
faetii.ms, and to keep up tlieir habits of massacre and 
jiillagi'. 'file whole country ros(' in insurroetion, after 
the (‘xaiiqile of Seuniaflia ; each canton chose for its 
chiuf tlie bravest and most inlhieiifial of its wayvodes ; 
1he.s<*, assembled in a eouneil of war, conferred upon 
Kara-lleorge the title of generalissimo. 'J'hi.s title 
inv«'.stt'd him witli h.'W' prerogativ'.s ; lint geniu.s, in 
times of troubli*, very quickly gives to a bold man the' 
aciird suver. igntv. l.langer never bargains with cour- 
ag ' Obedience is tho instinct of people to audacity 
and talent. 

lleorg" Petrowiicli, surnanied Kara, oi" Zrin, that 
is tu say, (leorgo tlu* Black, was liorn about 170d, in a 
village of the di<ti‘i*i «-f Kragansewaitz — his father 
was a labouring jieasant ami sbepherd, called Petroni. 
Anotlur traviition makes Kara -tie urge be born in 
I’ranct'/bui it i.s w ithout probability. Petroni carried 
j his son, wlu'ii an infant, into the mountains of Topoli. 
Tilt* insurrection of ITfir, winch Austria was to have 
.snpjmrted, tiaviiig terminated disastrously, tho insur- 
gent;-. I'nrsui (I by tlu; Tnrk.s and Hosniaks, were obliged 
to take to flight, i’etroni, ainl (Jeorge his son, who liad 
fought witli valour, assembled tlieir tloeks, in which 
their whole wealth consisted, and took the route towards 

1 1i;i\e Miico had more circumstantial and authentic dot.rils 
of tlu; luoderu Ibstory of Servia, and 1 am indebted to tlie kind- 
neii-s of u traveller wdio had pn.'ce<Ied mo, and whom I had met at 
.Infla in Palestine, M. Adolphe de Caraman, for the ciuumuni- 
cal' *1 of these note.s upon Servia, which wi-re eolKcted l> 3 'lnm 
iluriiiK a residence ;it the houhc of Prince Milo.seh. 'rhe.se note.s, 
much more worthy tli.au mine of attraetinc the attention of the 
jniblic, hy the talent and Rf.'od faiili with which they were 
digt*stt*il, were accompanied by a iranslatiou of the lihtory of tho 
Servians by a Servian. 
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tlio Snave. Tliey wore already on the banks of this river, 
about to seek safety in the Austrian territory, when the 
father of Kara-Georfi;(', an old man, enfeebled by years, 
and more rooted than Ins son to the soil of his country, 
turned back to look ii})Oii the mountains wliere lie 
loft all the remembrances of his life, and felt his heart 
break at the idea of quitting them for ever to i)ass 
amongst a strange people. Seating himself on the 
/ground, he conjured his son to .submit himself to tlie 
enemy, rather than go over to (Jermaiiy. I regret 1 
am unable to give from mt'mory the touching and 
poetical supplications of tlu* old man, such as they are 
sung in the pojmlai’ ballads of iservia. It is oiui of 
those descriptions wlitau* the feelings of nature, so pro- 
foundly experieneed and so artlessly expre.ssed, sur- 
p;i.ss ail tliat the inventive facility of literary men can 
borrow from art. The IJible and Homer alone have 
siieli pages. 

However, Kara-deorgo, at first overcome by the 
regrets and ])rayers of Ids fatlu'r, had sent baek the 
servants and fioeks ; and in devotion to the rigour of 
filial obedience, which is the k'CoiuI n'ligitui of the 
Orientals, ho bowed bis head under the voiee of his 
father, lie was ]iroceeding to resume in sadness tlui 
route of slavery, in <»rder that i’etroui might yet remain 
on the Servian soil, when tlie voices and sliots ot the 
llosniaks annoinnHid to him tht‘ ap])roaeIi of tlu ir 
enemies, and the inevitable tornieiits witli which they 
would glut thtMC vengeance. “ 3.1y father,” said he, 
"deeide ; we have bui an instant ; arise, tluviw yoiira'lf 
into the river; my arm will siipjiort yon, and my body 
will eover yon from the balls of tlie ( Ismaiilis. \ on will 
still live, and pass happier tlays (Ui tin* territory of a 
friendly nation.” Hut the iutlexi]>!<' old man, whom 
his son sti’ove in vain to move, ri'sistcd all his ifforts, 
and determined to die on the land of his nativity. Kara- 
Georg(*, driven to despair, and iinwillingthat his father's 
body should fall into tin* hands of the Turks, fell on his 
knees, aski'd tlie old man’s blessing, slew him with a 
pistol shot, threw hi* body into tiie Saa\ e, and, jumping 
into the river, swam over to the Austrian dominions. 

A short while afb'r, ho ridurnod info Servia as 
sergeant-major of a JT’ank <*<u'ps. 1 fiseentimted at 

being jiassed over in a disfrilnitioii of nualalsof honour, 
he quittivlliis corps, ami thr<‘W himself as a Ileyduk into 
the mountains. Heing reconciled witli lii.s e<'iiiinamler, 
he accoiujianied him into Austria wln-n j>eaee Avas con- 
cluded, and obtain('(I ilie .situation of fiirester in the 
monastery of Kriishedal. Soon sick of this employment, 
he went back to Servia, under the government of lladgi- 
Mnstapha. He returned l(» his occuyiation of slieyiherd, 
hut took up arms whenever any fresh commotion dis- 
turb(;d any <llstrict of the country. 

Kara-f jcorge was of lofty stature, of robust constitu- 
tion, and of a noble and trank demeanour. Silent and 
pensive, wlicii bo was not stimulated by liipatr, or by 
the sound of arms, or by coutradictl"’! in council, he 
was seen to pass wlioh; days witliont littering a syllable. 

Almost ail men wlio Juive j)erforined, or wlio an; 
destined to pi^rform, great things, :ire^s])aring of W';r<ls. 
Their coimniming is with tiu'iiisi lves j’atlnn’ than with 
others. 'I’hey feed ii]>on their (»wn thoughts, ami in 
thf'se inwai’il musings hraco* tliose intellectual :nfd active 
energies, thedevelopmnejitof wliich constiLateslhegreat 
character. JS’ay»ole(ni h<*ca:iio a ]ial»bler only wlien liis 
fate was accomplislied, and his fortune on the decline. 
An intlexihlc d«.-fen<l(T id' justice ami oialev, Kara- 
Georgo hanged his own brother, for having altcmiptcd 
the honour of a young maid«‘ri. 

Jt was in January l}i;'(i, thnr several armies pene- 
trated at tin* same time inioS rvia. lieKir, IhiCi.a of 
Hosnia, and Ibrahim, I’udiai.l t cnlarl, received orders 
from the I'orte to proceed ih. n with all tljcir lorce.s. 
Bekir Kent two corps f»f about Ki uoi, Ibrainm 

advaTiced by way of Nissa, t the m ; i »,t viniu: ido 
army. Kar»-George, with forces ve;*y iiiihrior in mn.. 
her, but animated with an invincible patriotism, and f di 
c‘ cojifidenee in their cliiefs, and protected |,y tin- f.,i< s^.- 
which .shielded thedr movements, repulsed till ; par- 
tial attackb Bekir ami Ibrahim. After baving over- 


thrown Iladgi-hey, neat* Petzka, ho marched on the 
principal anny, which was retiring on Schabaz, caiiu^ 
up with and entirely defeated it at Seliabaz, on the Hth 
August 180G. Kuhni and the old Mahomet were slain, 
Tlui wreck of the army saved itsedf in Schabaz. The 
Bosniaks who endeavoured to ropas.s the Driiia were 
taken prisoners. Kava-Gcorge, who had with him only 
7000 infantry and ‘2000 cavalry, jiroceedcd with rapidity 
upon Ibrahim Paoha, wlio was besieging Daligrad, a 
Servian town, defended by anotlnT cliief named l\?tcr 
l)t)briiiya.s. At bis approacb, Ibrahim demanded a 
parley. C'onfereucos wtn*e o])ened at Siuadcrewo, and 
a momentary pacification for Servia was the ri'sult, ou 
conditiun.s fav«mrablo to that emintry. It was only om.' 
of those interludes which givi' breathing time to I lie 
insurreetionary spirit, and insensibly aecustoiii nations 
to that senii-indepcndcnce which soon ripens into impa- 
tience for libt'i’ty. Shortly after, Kai-a-Gt'orge, who had 
not disbanded liis troop.s liocansii the deensions of the 
Mupliti had not sanctioned the capitulations of Sma- 
derewo, inarchi’d upon ih'lgradi*, the ca[)ital of Sm*via, 
a strong town upon the Dauuhe, with a citadel ami a 
'rurkish garrison, and invested it. Gusidianv.-AIi, who 
comuiamied tiie tow n, obtained from Kara-( leorge ]>er- 
inission to retire to Widiii down th(‘ Danube'. Soley- 
maii-Pacha remaiiu'd in the eitadi-l ; but at the* com- 
mencement of Dll)7, baving maJvhed out witli 
jaiiissarie-s who remained with him, in onh-r to n join 
file 'furks, he ami they wc'n? massacred by tlu* vei'y 
escort that Kara-George had given the i)acha to proti’ct 
his retreat. K:ira-(h'orge A\as not acc*nsed of this bar- 
liarity; it uas the Ci'snlt of revi'iige on the part of tlu; 
Servians against the corps of janissaries, wlut.'.e fero- 
cious sway bail siilqi'cted tliein to similar exi'cntions. 

These successes in the war of imlepemleiuu? eonb-rred 
ou St'i'via an entirely inunici|)Jil constitution, d'lio 
military chiefs, nanu d uaivodes, wen* every Avlieivs 
substituted for tlie civil powr-rs. dMu-.-e wavN och s v en; 
supported l»y a cavalry, composed of young iiu'ii belong- 
ing to tbe wealthiest i'.noiliesv who receivi'd no pay, but 
lived at the (-xjiensi* ol' tin* wt^vodes, and gi»t j.ai t ef the 
booty captured liy tliein. Some of llie chii-fs bad tllTy 
of ilu-se young I'avaliers around ibeir persons, 'riio 
mo-.t important of ti.eiii at tlial time were .Jae(»b Neiiado- 
Aicli, Mileiiko, J.iobrinyas, Kessa^ a, and, above all, Kara- 
(.h.-org<a 

A senate, cr.niposed of twelve members, (lected by 
each of tlie twehi* districts, bad to presifh* over tlie 
general interests i»f this spi'ines of ai-med confederation, 
ami to.serxt) as a (ronntei’pois*' to tliose usurped ]»ower,.. 
'J’liis senate showed itself worthy of its functions. It 
introduced regularity into tlie liiiaiici's, assigned tlio 
taxes, B(*t apart tlie teiilli for tlu' pay of Hie troops, 
and occujtieil itself w itli tlie ediicatuni of tlu: i»ei)ple 
Avifh a zeal ami intelligi-nce wliii'li imlie.att d llins early 
a profound instinct for civilisation. 'I'liey snbstitnti-d 
for tlie routine i list met ion of the cloisters ami conv('nts, 
popular schools in each town, tin? capital of a district. 
Unforlimately, tliesi* senators, instead of holding tlicir 
coiiimlssioii from tlu? whole eoimtry, mdy n-presenled 
tile .ivvodes, ami wen* coiiseqm'iil ly wholly subject to 
tlu-ir iiilluene«'. 

Aiiotlier ptaliticnl delil)( ratlvi! body, composed of tlie 
w.ayvodes a» 1 liospodars tlieiiist-lves, )*(*taim-il tlu* most 
important affairs ii: tlieir ()W'n bands ; and tlu! jircca- 
rion ; sovereignty was divide«l b(‘lwe«*n this body ami 
l\ar.i-t oMirge. livery year, alioiit ( 'lirlstmas, tbe way- 
vole.; wlio w’(*n; m(‘inb(*rs of it. assembled at Belgradi*, 
lid d« bated, umh-r tlur eyes of this eliief, and in tlu‘ 
luiilst of the iiitrigne.s wliieli always surrounded th(*m, 
eonceriiing peace, war, the form of govermiieiit, and 
the distribution of the inipo.st. d'liey gave in their 
accouiit.s, ami iiiaile regulations for tlu; udministration 
of justice, 'file existence- and pretensions of this an.s- 
roeratic body were au obstacle to the complete eulran-^ 
i chis'iueuL and rajiid developi'uieut of tin; resources ol 
S( rvia. Unanimity is the vital point for an armed 
j'copit; in pi*ef;e’ico of it.s enemies ; independence can he 
acliievi-d only by a ilictator — civil liberty requires de- 
liberative bodies. If the .Servians had beoii at that 
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time properly inspir(‘d, they would have raised Kara- 
(jieorgo above all his rivals, and concentrated power in 
Ills hands. The hospodars were well aware that a single 
chief was necijssary ; but each of them desired that 
this chief should bo weak, in the hope of controlling 
him. '.riio choii^o of the senators was made witli this 
secret vU;\v. Tht>y thought that this body would he 
useful to them against George, whilst, on tlie other 
hand, George hoped to turn it to his own advautage 
against the hos[)o»lars. Thus dissensions coiunicuced 
amongst tin*, liberators ()f Sei'via. 

1’hc most ohxjiient of tluj senators, Miladen Milova- 
novieli, had gained, by the foive of his words, the chief 
sway in the senate. Knriehed by tlio pillage of Bel- 
grade, and master of the foreign commerce by the 
duties of the Danube, of which lie Jiad taken the farm, 
he gave imihrage to Kara-George and his partisans. 
'J’lui senati', stirred up by them, arose in fury against 
Milovaiiovich, who retired, vowing vengeance, to i)ali- 
grad. IIj? setrretly informed George of tlie underhand 
intrigues of Russia and the Greeks against him. Kara- 
George listened to him, recalled him to Jkdgrade, re- 
aolve(l on war against the Bosniaks, and opened the 
oanijiaign of DIO!) by entering their country. 

'I’lie same national song wliich cel(d>rated the com- 
iiifiieemeiit of the insurrection, foretold misfoi’tuncs 
when tin y should attempt to pass tlie Drina and invade 
Bosnia. 'I’he j>redictioii of the poet was tlie oraeli; of 
God. Tliirt ca.in])aigu was a series- of faults, <lisast(‘rs, 
and losses. Kara-George, assistc'd by a liussiaii corps, 
in vain coml)atc<l with his habitual lu'roism. llis <iis- 
<?ouraged soldi(‘rs olli'red a feelilo resistance. Defeated 
by the 'rurks at Konienitza, lie retired to cover lago- 
diiiiiand llu' left hank of tlie Mora wa, and was ind«‘l»t.ed 
to an important diversion by the R»issiaiis for the pre- j 
e-ervation <•{’ tins portion «if territory. 

lb'ver.-<'s increased the jealous enmity of the way- 
vodes against liini. d’lu’y slr<ne t(» overthrow' bis 
]'oW(U*, as soon as it was not sujtported by the ]»ri‘stige 
of vietm N. .iaeoh Nonadjfcieh was the iirst who sliook 
llis sway. Il»‘ apjK-ai'ed^Plie s-oiati* on tlia jst dami- 
ary, IJlilt, at the liead of ti'OO n oung cavaliers, and was 
named presiih nt of the st.nate. 'i’he inilueiice of Rus- 
.sia alone uiaintaiiusl for some time tlie tottering antlm- 
rity of Kara-George. Ib'advanei'd against Kurclud, 
I’aelia of Nissa, wlio liatl not le'-s tliaii iiK’ii. 'I’he 

])laiii of Varvarin was the theatn' of a. sanguinary 
iogioii, in which .'Kinn Servians, animated by the voice 
and j‘\ample «»f tln lr gvOieral, ivpulsed this mass oi 
'l urks, eompelhal them to retre-at tt) tlndr eiitreiieh- 
n)'’:its, and shortly after to return to isissa. Knra- 
(I’eorge immediately advanced towards bonit/a, besii*ged 
b\ 10,0hd nuomans. 'I’he town, wideli had lesisted a 
funmdalile artillery for twelve days, was about to fall 
into the ])OW( r (»f tin- hi'^legJTs, w I k n tin' aopearanct; 
of Kara-George, and the valour ol his Servians, l-»reed 
till' 'rnrki.vji .'irmy to rejiass tin' Drina. It was thi' 
erowning glory of Kara-George. 'J’iirough his exer- 
tions, Servia, entirely freed, “xtended its frontiers from 
tlu' Die of I ’oi'clseli, on tlu* Dannhe, to tlie cont’o.mce 
of that rivx'r wilh tin* 'rimok. But peace, always nii>rc 
<lisastrous to the eliampions of their country than war, 
brotigltt new intrigues and new dissensions amongst 
tile cliielVt, whom the common <Ianger had nnit ‘<l. The 
liospodars wished t<» lesstm (In? antlioritv of Kara- 
George, in order that they might ''ntiri'ly denude him 
tluueafter. 'flu' plot was i-eve;: led to him in tinu*. lb* 
availed liiiuself of tliis aUeiiipt, hieli he repressi'd with 
energy, to <*IVect in his own favour a decisivt^ reaction in 
tin? div't of DU 1. lie st ruck a mortal blow' at the inllueiuar 
of tluj hos[)(>dars and v\ayvod<*s, by Huhdi -iding the dis- 
tricts and multiplying tin* chiefs, who, t<'o wi*ak to act 
iiloTK*, became tbenccfortli easy instrumentH to manage, 
aiul who being, furthermore, jealous of the ancient 
i^up(?rit)vity of tlie wayvodes, loaned upon tiie authority 
of tlui chit'f magistrate as a support against them, and 
thus attached their fortune to his. The firn‘tion.s of the 
senate were altrre<l. Instead of coneentraLiiig all ]>= wor 
in one body, it was dK idird into two af^einb’ie.s, of 
"hich one, couipoaed of the Icubt iiiHuential iucinbux*s, 


formed a sort of judicial magistracy, and the other waa 
invested with the administrative capacity, and became 
a species of ministry to Kara-George. We cannot avoid 
admiring in this great man apolitical imstinct as skilful 
as his glance in battle was sure and comprehensive. 
Ill thus calling and retaining near him, in lucrative 
and liononrablo functions. Ills friends, and even his 
enemies, lie separated tliem from the populations too 
much accustomed to obey them, and extinguished their 
seditious oligarchy. A law iironoiinced banishment 
against every Servian who gave resistance to this form 
of constitution. Dobrinyas and MileiiKu snflcred tliis 
liunisliment, ami took refuge in Russia. Ncnadovich 
joined the party of George, in consiiqueiice of the mar- 
riage of his daughter with one of the most powerlul 
partisjins of the dictator, Miladen. 

'The sultan proposed to Kara-George to acknowledge 
liim as liospodar of Si'rvia, unde r the guarantee of 
Russia. 'The 'Turks w(.Te to keep tlie fortresses and 
artillery of the Servians. Oomplicated negotiations 
dragged on without result up to Dll 3, when Kara- 
George, unable to come to an agre«^ment w'ith the Porte, 
called his countryini'ii to nnns. “ ^'ou have,” said ho 
to them, “ vampiished your enemies for nine years with 
me ; you have fought without artillery or fortilieil places ; 

I you have now towns, ramparts, rivers betw'een th^ 'Turks 
and yon, loO pieces of eunnon, siwen fortresses, forty 
fortified gal(“s, and your fori'Sts, the inqn-egnable asylum 
of your liberty; the Russians also will march to your 
aid. Can you hesitaU; T’ 

The 'i’urks, commanded by the Pacha of Widin, put 
thc*msc‘lves in motion. 'I'lie gi*and vi/Zu'i*, wDlniig to 
])rotit by tlie victory of tlie French at T.utzen, urged 
the jiachas to terminate by a blow this long eimlest, so 
bnmiliating to the Porte. 1(1,000 'I’lirks advanced against 
W’eliUo, whom tliey besieged in Negotin. Weliko, struck 
by a cannon ball, was stretched dead. llis army, dis- 
banding in art’right, saved itself by the marslnrs, and 
fled to tlu* Jhli* of Pureseb. Gii the south, Kurclnd- 
J’aeba, at the bead of a mimerons army, drove before 
him Miladen and Sima, the two S< rvian generals, apd 
enc.-mqM-d under the walls of Seliaba/. Servia had 
nev(n’ ))een reduced to siu'li i xtivinity. 'J’lie enthusiasm 
of independence .'.eeined stilled under so many reviTses, 
and j»t*rhaps also under three yt'urs of pea(?o and intes- 
tine (li.'S«*n.sions. Its nationality ;uid its glory w'cro 
eclijised at one and tlu* same time ; ami Kara-George 
hiiiis<.‘lf, de.sertiiig Ids statioti and his country, either 
because he fon-.snv tlut ca!a*^tro|.Ije inevitable, and 
wished to sav(‘ liiinself Ibr liettei* da^s, or because his 
j heroism was exiiausted, and he eaved only for his life 
ami his treasures, passed o\ er to the Austrian territory, 
with his seeretary dainki, and three of liis conlulants. 
Thus was for ever t'elioscd this Servi.aii hero, wdio w'ent 
to 'lie in an Austrian eitadfl, instead of timling, amongst 
his compatriots, and on ilu* soil of that country which 
I Ik? li.'ul lir^t arousetl, the deatli which had immortalised 
! him ! 

j Dll h'arning his flight, tin? army disbanded, and Sme- 
d('V« \vo ami Belgrade fell .'igain into the pow'cr of the 
1 'I’urKs. S-rvia Ul came a ])aehalik, ami Soleyinan, its 
j comiueror, the pacha. 'Pile senators had lied ; one man 
j alone, Hk ii almost a hoy, remained faithful to the 
I desjH'rate cause of imli'pemb iua*. He was the Way- 
) vode Milosch f fhivnovieh, who raised the southern 
j <listricts, anil inadt* a demonstration against Osehi/.a. 

I But being ahamloiied by his Iroojis, he was constrained 
' to aci*ej»t the propositions of tlie 'I'urUs. St)i»?yman, to 
whom he was presented, reccivi'd him with honour, 
'file disarmed Si'i’viaiis were employed to rear with 
tlu'ii* <*wn hands the fortitications int(*mled to keep 
down tile country. 'The dispossi*ssi*il spahis revenged 
thenis(’lves for their nine years’ exile, to which the 
vaklur of the Servians had driven them, by a more 
insolent tyranny and (ippressitm. Howevt*r, the national 
character was improved by this si.'vcre and disgraceful 
servitude, 'riie lire of the insurrection smouldered. 
Milosch, who was waiting with an att<'ntive eye for the 
favouralik* moment, and who judged it not yet come, 
cncrgcLically repressed the preuiaiurc attempts of hia 
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fricndiB* The harhawus ftiitlilessnoss of tho Idaya of 
Soleyman-Pacha, was at length more influential with 
him than tho counsels of friendship. Milosch had ob- 
tained an amnesty for the insurgents of Jagodina. The 
Turks, instead of keeping their promise, brought tho 
chiefs of that insurrection to Belgrade, liad 150 of them 
shot, and thirty-six impaled. JMiloseh, who was himself 
at Belgrade, had the bitterness of witnessing the punish- 
ment of Ills countrymen. 'I’lieir Mood rose np against 
him, and shouted in his heart. The Turks perceived 
his rage, and fearing his vengeance, they took him into 
custody; hut ho escaped beloro ho was well arrested, 
cleared the ramparts, lied into the mountains of Knduik, 
there rallied his j»artisans, and the insurrection spread 
like wildfire through all tho forests of Servia. 

Milosch wiis born in 1780 ; his mother, Wischnia, 
was married twice. Her first husband was named 
Obrcii. She had by him a son called Milan. Tier 
second Iiusband's name \vas Toscho. Tluy liad several 
children, one of w’hom was J\Iiloseli. His panmls Jiaving 
no fortune, he was at first obliged toconduet the droves j 
of oxen which tho rich iiuTchants of tlio eoniitry sent j 
to tho markets of Dalmatia. He afterwards ( iiterod 
the service of liis maternal brother, Milan, who carried 
on a trade in cattle. Tho tw’o brothers loved each other 
so tenderly, that Milosch took the name ot‘ OhiHsiovich, 
which was that of tlie father of ]\]ilaii.* The commerc<‘ 
of the tw'o brothers prospered. Already J'ich and pos- j 
Bcssed of iufluenei? at tho i)erioil of tho first insiiiToctiou, | 
they took part in it, eacli according to tlus nature (d' his 
character. Milan, niild and peaceable, remained at i 
home, and snpi.'rintcnded the administration of tin? dis- , 
trict. Milosch, eager and intrepid, fought luuler Kara- ' 
George. 

When Kara-Goorgo changed tho constitution of tho 
country, Milan, having talnai part against liim in the 
senate, was sliot by his or<lcrs. ^Milosch owed in part 
his j)resent station and renown to this dearli of liis 
brother, llovengo thr(.'Av him into tlie ranks of tho 
disconttaitod. He did not foUoAV the chiefs who Ihai in 
1813. Tho ('yes o: men w<'rc naturally directed to the 
only one that remained in tlio land. 

On Palm Sunday, in 1815, .Milosch, a fugitiAC from 
B(?lgra(lo, ont<'red the church of Takowo, wJiert'a. nume- 
rous cougreg;M ion was assemlded. He Jiai’angued tiu se 
people with lliat nalin*al oJofjuenco whieli (Ik; StTNian 
possesses, and witli tlie all-poleiit energy of d(>{>air, 
which was already lolt hy tiiO!5e Avhoiii he addrcs<^«'d. 
Hostiliiies c.oimni'iK^ed. Miloscli, ai lur.il of somcT^ j 
young cavaliers of his distri<.‘i, and IhOU mountaineers, 
took a tower from the sjialiis, and two pieces of cannon. 
At the report- of this success, tlio emigrants retunmd, 
tho fiigil.iv«':s left tlieir h'diiig-plat’es in tlui foi('-,ts, atnl 
tho Ileyduks descended frcin tin; iiiouiitaiiis. Tliey 
attacked tlio kiaya, of tlie paelia, w ho, at tho head «d’ 
lU,O0h Turks, liad inijirudently (*ncainj>ed on the ]»lains 
of Morawa. 'J’ho kiaya was killed hi the battle; Ins 
(U^utli spread dismay amongst histroe-.s, an<I tin; 'Turks 
fled to Sicnit/.a. i'lieiv! a soeoiid battle fi(xuivv<*d, in 
which Milosch was victorious, tin? sjioiD, women, and 
artillery of tin.* kiaya, falling into lln/iiands of tho Ser- 
vians. Ali-Taelia left Tielgrade with .all tho troi (»s fli.at 
remained, and advanced to meet Milosch. lie was de- 
leated, and retired to Kinpra, under pn ••eiion of an 
escort given liiiu by the victor. A dem- Pacha made a 
capitulatioiL eipially disgraceful, shut liinisiof nj. in 
]S'uviba/ar, and received ]iros< iits from Alilosch. 'J'ho 
Pacha of Bosnia came (l<Avn from the niountains with 
a fresh and numerous army. Ih* s<Mit AJi, om^ of his 
lieutenants, into tho i\Iai -(-liwai to light Mihsseli. Ali 
was made prisoner, and u; •mi^-sed to tin; grard \\ 'ier, 
loaded with presents, '^rii: !•' •» vi:in.s alre.ady showed 
themselves wort! ly of that e's > isutlon. In ilio nanio of 
which they fought, liy Iheic gi-,,, Milosch 

treated liis euomks as fiitin - iriei. jj.. t thrt he 

^ [*• e ich” in Slavonio siRuifics “ iliehon ’ ,"ii! ibet'l. • = fi.. 
name of the father, w'ith this a<l(lifi<)n, bccoin .-i t!n; of 

the- son, as IS’icholaa, tho present emperor of Uii isiu, : w alk'd 
Nicholas I'aulovich, Nicholas, the son of Paul. Tlw . anio of 
31 Uan’s father, therefore, was Obren.] 


period for the complete independence of hie country 
was not yet arrived, and tliat it was better to promote 
it by treaties than dishonour it by massacres. 

On the frontier of the Morawa, Maraschli-Pacha ad- 
vanced in his turn. A disagreement fortunately reigned 
between this gc^nnral and ICurchid- Pacha, foniierly 
grand vizier and Ihiclia of Bosnia. Tlu'y formed not 
tlieir plans in concert, and each desired that tho other 
shonltl Biilfer reverses, in order to secure for liimself 
the whole honour of tho victory, and both wished to 
enter into negotiation, and carry off tho credit of put- 
ting an end to tlio w'ar. IMilosch, informed of these 
dissensions, pirepared to tako advantage of them ; iio 
boldly entered tho camp of tho Turks, and trnstecl his 
pt.'rson in tho liauds of the grand vizier. Ho had an 
interview with Knrohid, hut terms could not he agreed 
upon. Milosch wished that Servia should ]n’eservo her 
iirins, and the pacha agrc'inl to all tluA conditions except 
that, wJiicli rendered the others insecuiv. Milosch 
arose, irritated, to remount on horsidiaek ; Iviirchid 
ordered Jiim to be arrested, and tho janissaries laid 
hands upon him ; but Ali-Paidia, that li(‘utenaiit of 
Kurchid wdiom Milosch had vampiishiMl, and reh^ased 
loaded with ])res(uits, courageously interposed between 
the soldit'rs and Milosch, and represented to Kurchid 
that Miloseli had come to tho camp on tho faith of his 
w'lird, that ho was bound by oath to Ji*t liim retire saftJ 
and sound, and that he would sooner himself die than 
that any attempt should be made ag.'iinst the liberty of 
a man to whom he owed his life. Tlie firmiH'ss of Ali- 
Pa(*ba had its due weight with tho vizier and his sol- 
diers, and he was allowed to conduct Milosch out of tho 
('amp. Milosch,” saivl he to him on parting from 
him, iK'vor tru^t any one henceforth, not even me 1 
We have h(‘('M friends; W(5 e(']iarate to-day for (.'ver.” 

Milosch departed witli rajudity. IS’egotiat ions which 
lie op('iU'd with Mai-asclili-Ali wci'O more fortunate; 
tiu! arms were yieliN-d ; Se rvian deputies wc'iit to (.'on- 
stnnliiiupl(‘, and retunii'd at tlie end of a month, tho 
be'arers of alirmau of pt aCig|||oni‘i l\ ed in tliese terms: 

In th(3 saiu(‘ mamier as SH has conlerrcd suh joints 
upon the sultan, so does the sultan eoiii'er thorn upon 
his j*acha..-’ 'file ]»aelia returned to jb-lgrade, and tlie 
Servian chiefs came to make their submission, tlirongli 
llie nn'dialioll of Milosch. The ioi n-essi's were to I’e'- 
maiii ill tIc' hands of the Turks, liu? Servians had flu! 
privjl«'ge (»f tixiug tlieir own imp(*sf,s, fin.' admini''rr;i- 
tioii wa.s to !.«' diviih.'d b«*twe(‘n tin; two ]>arties, ;iiul a. 
iiatituial si-nate was to as-sembb! at Ib'lgrade nndei' tlie 
tiu.spices of ilu' ])acha. Ali, tla^ friend of the Sei'NiaiiS, 
di'^placed S<jleyinan-l*achaj their enemy, who was re- 
calli'd by the Grand S» igrior. Smdi a stall? (U’ things 
could not last; celli.-ions were inevitable. MiloM.h, 
still tlie cliief man in Jn.s nation, i'e.-i<I( d at Belgrade 
with y\li-Pacha, a.s a vigilant sentinel, ('V('r r«'ady ti> 
give hi.s ]'eople the signal of vesistanci' or onslnnglu. 

Ali sougbl to obtain by addrei-s tln.i dlsarmiiig that 
he could not compass hy force ; he addn'.ssed him.-elf 
to Alilosch, conjuring him to ]irocure tin; arms of ilm 
people. J Ic' answered, tliat he and his fi'ieiids were 
j'e.i ' to lay down their arms, but lliat it was impos- 
sible lo wrc'st them from the peasants. 'I’lie paelia, 
rendered indignant, e.veiu d against Milosch the pn si- 
dent *>f the > .'I'viaii chani'cry, Moh'r, and tiie metropo- 
litan iNiksehvitz ; hut tin* guards of MiloMdi seized upon 
the-. ' two conspirators at the council lioard, and coui- 
pejliil tin? ]ia«'ha himself, by virtiaj of Ms executive 
po'WtT, to onhn* them to t'xecMilioii. Tho boldiies.s of 
I he Serv ians iiK'n'ased at this exhddtioii of wea-kiiess 
on t.iio part of tlie pacha. Milosch left Belgradi? ; and 
I to escape tho snares witli whicli the Turks, and his 
I (rneinh's aniong.-t tht? Servians, encompassed him, ho 
j riiut liimself up in the fortilied village, of To)>scliider, 
: half a leagiK^ from Ihdgrade. in 1821, a new attempt 
I wasinaile iijion the authority and life of iMilosch. h<’ 
’ ♦^w'o 'vayvodis who had planned it AV(?r(i put to death. 
. ddi(? pacha wa.s .^uspc'cted of Jiaving bt3en tho instigator, 
' *.’id the animosd-y between the two nations grow, to a 

1 Cii'cunisi uncos were favourable to the cstabliBhmciit 
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of mtionaJ power Jn Servk, The revolt of the AJba- legislation and administrative government, to make it 
Ilians, and the war of independence in Greece, occupied available to Servia. Some foreigners are attached to 
and weakened tho Turks. A nation never conquei’s its his court, and aro useful to him as interpreters and 
liberty but by concentrating power in a military chief ; introducers of the arts of the neighbouring nations, 
interest and gratitude lead it naturally to confer a The people, tranquillisecl and devoted to the pursuits of 
hereditary sway upon him wdio has organised and dc- agriculture and commerce, understand the value of tho 
fended it. Struggling nations have an instinct for liberty they have achieved, and progress in numbers, 
monarchy, they require a saleguard to their eontested activity, and public virtue. Religion, the sole civiliser 
indoiiendcuco. This instinct was stronger in Servia, of nations which have barbarous laws, has been vshorn 
where republican forms were unknown. Alilosch liiiii" of its abuses, without losing its legitimate influence, 
self was impressed with it, and hastened to turn it to The education of the i)Cople is the principal object of 
account. He extended his authority, and established the govermnent, and the people lend themselves, with 
pretty nearly the constitution of Kiiru-Georgc. He an enthusiastic instinct, to this efibi’t of Milosch to 
threw between the people and hiinselt' tho aristocratic render them worthy of a more enlightened system of 
order of the hncvms, who were entrusted with the government. They seem fully to corapreheiul that edu- 
administration of the country. Each kneven had its (tated nations have alone tlu) faculty of constituting 
knev, or province, and the majority of tho districts had themselves free, and tliey hasten to arrive at that term, 
their obar-kneven, Milosch nominated them, fixing at The municipal bodies, formed in tlie districts as the 
his pleasure the lixtcnt of their t(‘iTitory and pi’oroga- germ of liberty, prepare tln ni for it. Some exiles 
tives. To obviat(j every pretext for exactions on the banished by the Ihirks, after the flight of Ivara-Georgc, 
part of the kiieveiis, they were pai<l out of the public or by Milosch himself, for having conspired with the 
treasury. Local courts were established in tho towns Turks against him, are still deprived of their country ; 
and villages. A court of appeal sat at Kraguzewatz. but every day, by the consolidation of order and the 
Milosch named the judges. Custom was to serve as merging of individual opinions in a UiKiniinous patriot- 
law, until the digest of the code was ready. The right ism, hastens tho moment wh(;n they may return, and 
of pronouneing the punishment of death was reserved reeognise the happy influence of the liei ‘0 whom they 
to the siipnmuj head of tlte gov(n’nment. opposed. 

The slight subsidy paid by S(?rvia to the Porte, a Ten thousand Turks yet occupy tho fortresses. Tho 
sort of raiisoiu, the mere memento of its ancient prince could easily chase them away ; t lie whole coun- 
depeiubmcM', passes through the hands of the chief, try would respond to his call. Rut the presence of these 
who pays it over to the }»acha. The pacha, tho vain Turks in the fortrc'sscs, and their nominal co-sove- 
shadow of an authority whitdi no longer exists, is hut iviguty, exercising no mischi(.*vous influence upon Ser- 
a forlorn sentinel of the Porte, to observe the Danube, via, and, on the contrary, tending to preserve it from 
and give orders to the Turks who (»ccn])y (li<‘ fortresses. iiit<.Tiial agitations and intrigues from without, w'hich 
In case of war by 'J’urkey against Austria, tlu^ Servians would imwitahly harass tho country if it were com- 
are calh.'d upon to furnish a contingent of 40,000 men. pletely detached from tlui Ottoman empire, the prince, 
The ch'fgy, whose iidluenee might have luilaiiced that by an able policy, prefers this state of things to a new 
ol Milosch, have lost all weight, by being dt prived of and premature war. The pi.'Ople are content with this 
the administration of justice, which is j’ejnitled to civil [»eace, which pernn'ts them to d('vr‘loj)o all the elements 
trihmials. 'J'he po]'< s and jnonKs are amenable, lik(^ of civilisation. They fear nothing for their real inde- 
the rest of tin* country, to*corporal cliastiscim'iit, and pendciice. All the inhabitants are armed, and jinssess 
they ])ay the same taxes. The lands of the bishops arc the interior of tin* country, the towns, and the villages. 
conViseati'd, and a fixe-d salary paid to them by the stale The pacha resides at. Pelgrade. Alilosch, .«omctimcsat 
in lieu. All jwiw t'r is thus eoiuviitred in the liamls t)f Px'lgrade, soiu(‘lini( s at his castle a mile from that city, 
the .sii])r<‘me head. The eivili-alion ef .^eiwia resembles resides more fre*|in'T)tly at Kraguzewatz. He is there 
the regular discipline of a vast eainp, wIotc a. single more i.soJated from tlie Turks, and occupies tho most 
V'ill is the soul of a multitude of iii' n, wiiatever may central poini of Servia. Tho nature of the country, 
(»e their fimetion.s or grades. In presenei* of the, Turks, and liis warlike attitude, j)Ia(*e him beyond tin' reach of 
this attitude' is necessary. Tho ]»eoph; is always up a surprise. 1 le is now forty-nine years old, ami has tw’o 
and in arms, ami the ehief must In^ an absolute cap- sous, l.lu' eldest of whom is tweha* years olSigi'. 
tain. 'JTiis state of senii-iiidepemlence is still disputi-d 'JTio future de^ftinies of tlie Ottoman empire will 
hy the T'urks. The trejjty of .\kermaii in I il-7, resolved decide the fate of this family ami ])eople ; but nature 
( otliiiig. A diet, was lu'Id at Kraguzewatz, where the sei*nis to call it to a powerful ))articii)at ion in the groat 
t reaty of Akerniau was tho suhje-ctof 'liscussioii. Milosch events w hich are pre})ariiig in Jhirejieaii Turkey, as w’ell 

ai’ost^ and said ; .as a* the. Asiatic enipiri'. The ])Opiilur songs which the 

“■ I know tliat tln't’o are peo])le discontented at the ju-mct' distribuU'S amongst tlie jn uple, represent him iii 
]Uinlshment inflicted by my orders on some disturbers iho impending future a.s the glc»ry ami inainstuy of 
of tile ])eace. I am accu.se<l of being too severe and Servia, witli its ancient heroic king, Steplien Duschan. 
greedy of ]>ow'er, whilst 1 ha ve no oilier cd)jei-t, iu vii'w The adventurous ('xploits of its lli'yduks pass from 
than to maintain tlu; tranquillity ami obodi- nce ‘»;:ich mouth to mouth, ami make the Servians look to tho 
arti reepured by tin* two iinjumial courts. It. is imputed ivsurreelioii of a Mavonur nation, of which it has pro- 
to me also as a crime that the j)eo]de pay lieavy imjmsts, served tlu* germ, tlu' language, ami the priinitiNO mau- 
witliout reflecting at how great a. cost we Jiave con - ners ami virtues, 'u the forests of Scumadia. 
qnered (»uV liberty; and hew much more severe is the A traviller like' me cannot avoid w'ishing success to 
<*liarge of slavery ! A feeble man woidd .sink limit r tlu; this prayer and expectation ; he cannot quit without 
diftieiiUies of my situation. U is uely by aniiing iu\>'elf regret and beiu'dictions tlioso immense virgin forests, 
with the inrt<;xibilit.y t>f stem juslice for your tiwu j»ro- those mountains, plains, and rivers, which seem just 
tection, that 1 can fuliil tlm o! ligations that 1 have fresh from tlu* hands of the Creator, and to mingle the 
contracted towards tlu; pr<)]d<?, tluj emperors, my own luxuriant youth of earth, with the youth fulne.ss of a 
con.scienee, and God liimself/’ nation. When lu* .si'es tho.so now” dwellings of the Ser- 

Aftev this discourse, tho diet drew up an act which viaiis spring (uit of the woods, overtop the edge of tor- 
was pre.sentcd to Miloscli, ard sent, to the l^orte, by rents, or stivteli on long yellow' ridges at the bottom of 
wliicli the Servians through tlieirchii is swore perpetual valleys ; when ho hears from a distanco the noise of tho 
obedience to his highm\ss, Prince Milosch (Uirenovicli, saw ami the flour mills, the tinkling of the bells, newly 
aiul bis de.seendanls. Thus Servia paid its deld to l)a,.<ised in tlu; blood of the defl'iiders of their t-ountiw,* 
Milosch. He now” pays his to Servia. He gives to bis and the cheerful or imirtial song ef the youtlis and 
country law'8 as siniph; as its manners, but law’s breath- 
ing tlie enlightened spirit of Europe.^ He ads, in :? [Toiindor8tandthiaphra8ccorrcctly,itmu*itbobornoinmind 
imitjition of ancient legislators, young Serbians to vii.it that belK are rcvcmiceil iu tho (Jroek church almost as saintsi 
the large capitals of Europe, and collect information on aud arc generally bapusea uaU conbccratcd in groat form.] 
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iijnjdens returning from their toil ; when ho sees those 
long rows of children issuing from the schools or wooden 
churcheS) the roofs of which are scarcely finialied, the 
accent of liberty, joy, and hope on all their tongues, 
and youth and elasticity in all their inovomonta ; whe^i 
he rellects upon the great natural advantages which 
this region secures to its inhabitants, upon the tempe- 
rate sun which shines upon it, tlio mountains which 
shade and protect it like fortresses planted by nature, 
upon that fine Danube, uliieli bends round to encircle 
it, and to hear its ju-oducts to the nOrth and the east — 
tinally, upon the Adriatic Sea, which may soon give it 
harbours and a marine, and thus draw it near to Italy ; 
when the tra^•(dler, fiirtlicrmore, reineinhers that he has 
i’oeeived, whilst travelling amongst this jjeople, invari- 
able marks of good-feeling and friendly salutations, that 
no cabin lias asked value for its hospitality, that lie has 
been every where welcomed as a brother, consulted jis 
a sage, interrogated as an oracle, and that his words, 
treasured up by the t‘ager zeal of tlie jiopi's or the 
knevens, will reuiaiu as a germ of civilisation in the 
v illages he has passed througli ; he cannot avoid look- 
ing back for the last time with affection on the wooded 
shores, and the ruinous mosques with their domes 
pierced to the day, from whicli tlu' wide Daiiiilxj siqia- 
ratos him, and e\ckiiTning, as Ik? loses them from his 
view, “1 r1k)u 1J wish to coin bat witli this new-born 
nation for fniitful liberty !” or vepv'ating those stanzas 
from one <d' the popular songs which his dragoman has 
translated for him : 

“ Wh(?n the sun of St?rvia glitters in the waters of the 
Danulie, the river seems to roll bbnlesof yatagans, and 
the dazzling muskets of the Montenegrins— it is a river 
of steel wliich dc;lend.s Servia. It is sweet to sir. on its 
banks, and look on tlie shivered arms of our enemies 
passing. 

When the Albanian wind descends from the moun- 
tains, and poiii's ujioii tlie Ibri'sts of Senmadia, it ntiers 
erica like the army (»f the Turks at the rout of Mosawa 

thi.s murmur is .^ vert to tliet'ars of the I r<‘e Servians ! 
Dead or living, it sweet, al’ter the combat, to repose 
at the foot of that oak which eclioi's tlie song of liberty 
like ourselves!’* 

I With tiiis account of tin? struggh-s of tlie Servians 
for liberty, the narrative of M. de I.aniartiiie’s travels 
ill the Hast may he said to t(‘rminat»?, what billows being 
in a great measure episodical to (lie work.] 


A{'f'()i:NT OF Tin: UKSIDRNt'K OF 
FATAL LA SAVFOIIIR 
> •lo.vo r Tin; W AMsanx; anins or thk (;ki,at itskiit. 

Olitaiucd ;in(l tran.-iJatcd by 31. do laimartiiir. 
riirrAci-:. 

Wc were cncamjiod ill tin? middle uf tlic desert which 
exUauls from 'fiberias to Nazareth. We were talking 
of tlie Arab tribes lli;it we had en<*onnti?red duriiig the 
day, of their manners, and tlieir ivlaltons amongst them- 
selves, and with tin? nations who surrouml tluju. We 
were seeking to j.ieree the mystery of tiieir origin, of 
llieir (b'stiny, and of that astonishii'.g peuinacily in the 
«?xcluMV(!ness of rae<? which sejjarate.s these tribes from 
all otlier Iminan eommimitics, and kec.-jjs them, liio- the* 
Jews, not beyond tin? j'ale of civilisation, but iii a civi- 
lisation peculiar and uncliangeable a.s granite. The 
more T have travelled, th ‘ movo I aiu convinced tlnit 
rac/*s supi>ly the grand k< y to history and maiuierH. 
Mankind aie not so<;a.sily ofhn-ateil as jihilosopiier.s tell 
us. The iiifiuenoe of giAeriu... nt and law.s is very far 
from acting so radically a.-, i , tiioiigbt upim the man- 
ners ami the instincts of a pcopi, v the priiniiiv'; 
constitution, the blood of tin? alw; >.; act.- am* 

niandesta itself, after thoirsamls of y«*;uo in the phv.^;. . i 
forms and moral Jiabits of tlie family oi- tlie tuber '• Im 
.human flow.s by btreams in “the va,SL o-van o' 

jjumai^y ; but it comminglc.s its wTiter.-i vc: y blovvly, 
fre<iucntly m ver, and it comes out, like iUc lihoiie 


f from the LaJic of Geneva, with the flavour and tint of 
its own wave. There is in this a profundity of thought 
and meditation ; and there is also an important secret 
fop legislators. All that they do, in unison with this 
spirit of race, succeeds ; all that they attempt, in oppo- 
sition to this natural predisposition, fails. Nature is 
stronger than they. This idea is not that entertained 
by present philosophers, but it is palpable to the tra- 
veller, and there is more jihilosophy in 100 leagues of 
a caravan route, than in ten yiraivs of reading and medi- 
tation. 

1 felt inysi'lf happy tlnis wandering at hazard, with- 
out other route than my caprice might Bclect, in tlie 
midst of deserts and unknown lands. 1 said to my 
friends, ami to M. Mazolitn*, iny dragoman, tliat if T 
w ere alone, and without family ties, I would lead this life 
for years and year.s. I shoiihi love? never to sleep wherii 
I awoke, to move my tent from the .shores of Kgyid to 
those of the IVrsian Gulf, to have at evening no object 
hut the enjoyment of evening itself; to travcr,sc on foot, 
and .survey with the eye and lieart, all those unknown 
regions, and all those races of men so dillcri^nt from 
my own, and to contemplate humanity, tliat linest of 
< I od*s creations, under all its pha.scs. What is required 
to cHcct thi.s? A few faitliful slaves, or servants, arms, 
a little gold, two or tliret? tents, and camels. The air 
of these coimtrii's is ahno.st always warm and ])uri*, 
suli'^isteuce easy and eheay*, hospitality certain and uii- 
ccreinonioiis. 1 would a himdrcd tiiiicH prefer year.s 
thus si>eiit under ilifferent skie.s, with ho.stsaiid friends 
always niwv, to the sterile and noisy monotony of lilb 
ill our capitals. It is certainly more iliilieiilt to lead 
the liie of a man of the world at I’aris or London, than 
to traverse the universe as a travelli.T. The Jesuit of 
tli(? two labours is, howi'ver, very dilfcrent. Tlie tra- 
veller dies or returns with a treasure of thoughts and 
wisdom. The lioii.seholdc'r of our elii<‘f cities grows oM 
without knowingund witlioiit sicing, and dirs as elogg^'d 
ami obscured with false ideas as llio day In; came into 
tlie worlil. 

“ J hliould wisli/’ said 1 to my dragoman, “ to ])ass 
tlie.si? mountain.'^, to descend into the great de.sejg of 
Syria, to eomc U]) with sonu' of il.ose great unknown 
tribes winch ]>longii it, receive their hospitalily b-r 
months, ]»a.ss on to ollu'rs, stinly n'.siMiihiaiiees and 
iliffereiices, follow them from tln.'ganh-ns of 1 )ainascn.-^. 
to the l>anks of the liujiirales and tiie coniines of 
Persia, and lift U}> tin? veil wiiich still eoiK''<‘aIs all that, 
eivilihution of tlie desma wiieiii?c‘ our eiiivalry vv;ks 
brought, ami wiienr wi* niu.st yet timl it ; hut time 
]»n*sses, and we .-.hall only sev' the margin of that om an, 
(linuigh wiiost? extent no one has }>' n(*trati'd. No tr:t- 
velb-r lias ailvaiiced among tliose iiminiierable tribes, 
wiiieii <*over, with their tenls and their Hooks, the liehls 
of the jiatriarelis. One man alone has a1ti:iiq»ted it, hnf. 
h(? is no nioia*, and the nob s that lie laid been able to 
collect, during a ten y«‘ar.V sojourn among.-il the.'O 
people, have peri.-^hed with him.” 

1 sjMike of M. ill! Lasearis ; tile following i.^ an 
account uf who .M. de Lasearis was: — 

. orii in I’ie-dmoiit of one of thosi? Greek families 
that came into Italy after the compu'st of Coiistanti- 
nopio, Al. <le l.ascai’is was a knight f»f Malta, when 
Napoleon eame to compier that island. M. de La.*^- 
caris, then va ry young, followaMl him into Fgypt, and 
anaelnal hiinsf;lf to his fortune, lu ing fascinated by hi.s 
goniii.s. A mail of genius liiims lf, In* foresaw, amongst 
tin? fivst, the high di'stinies which providence rcsi-rved 
fb»* a young man teinjiered in the spirit of Plutarch, at 
an I'poch when all cliai’aetei’s wauT? worn out, brok<?ii 
down, or belied. He foresaw more — he foresaw that 
tin? gn atest work for his hero to accompli.sh was 
perhaps the restoration of power in Kuropo, an opera- 
tion tliat the reaction of niinds r(?ndered necessary non 
consequently easy, hut that Asia olfered ii vaster held 
to iJie ri'gi nerative ambition of a hero — that Ijo had 
(here to conquer, fouml, ami invigoiTite iiuisses a 
hundred tiini.;.“i more gigantic — that despotism, bhui’t- 
livcd ill Kiiiope, would he long and eternal in A.sia— 
and that the great man who should etl’cct there urga- 



jiisation and union, would accomplish much more than empower you,” said I to him, " to negotiate this affair, 
Alexander, much more than Bonaparte was able to do and to offer him 2000 piastres for his manuscript.'* 
in h ranee. It appears that tho young warrior of Italy, Some months passed before the answer of Fatalla 
>yJioso imagination was luminous as the East^ uiicoii- Sayeghir reached me. Having returned to Ecirouf, I 
lined as tho desert, and grand as the world, had con- sent my interjiretcr to Latakia to negotiate personally 
fideiitial conversations on this subject with M. de for the acquisition of the manuscript. The conditions 
Lascaris, and threw a dart ol thought towards tliat being accepted, and tlio sum paid, M. Mazolier brought 
horizon which his destiny opened to him. it was but a me the Arab notes. In the course of the winter, I got 
dart, ana 1 am very sorry lor it ; lor it is evident that them translated, with intiiiite ditliculty, into the lingua 
ionaparto was the man lor the East, and not for bVaiica,froin which 1 afterwards translated into French; 
Eiuope. eop e will laugh on r(‘ading this, it will appear and I. was tJius enahlcd to gratify tlio public with tlio 
pai at oxica to every one; but ask travellers. Bonaparte, result of a ten years’ iourney which no traveller had be- 
w’hom ley endeavour to represent at present as the fore accomplish(*d. Theextremcdiftieulty of this triple 
man 01 le rreiicli revolution and ot liberty, never had transUUioii nnist siTve as an excuse for tho style of 
the least Idea ot liberty, and rend(;red the I'^reiieh these notes. 'I’lie stylo is of litths coiisoquenco in this 
revolution a mere ahortion. History will prove it in sort of works : facts and manners arc every tiling. I 
all its pages, when It shall be written under other am quite certain that the first translation is faithful; 
inspiiatioiis than tliese which dictate it now. He the author of it has only sni>})vi'ss(Mi some amplifica- 
was tlie reachon wliieli arose against the liberty of tions and events, which were more tedious rep(?titioiis, 
Europe^ embodied — a reaction glorious, terrific, start- and afforded no information. 

ling, and that is all. \Vhat do you wish by w'ay of Jf this account has any intei’est in a seieiitilic, geo- 
proof? Ask what remains now of Bonaparte in tlie graphical, and political view, I shall havt; a reipiest to 
world, unless it bo an ill-written page of bat tU; and of make: it is that the French governnu.'iit, which so 
restoration ; but of any thing wliich survives a man pi;rib»us and long an exile was iindirrtalo ii to enlighten 
beyond his name, there is iiothiiig but a vast renown, and to serve, should I'xhibit a tardy gratitude to tho 
In Asia, ho w'ould liave moved im.ni by millions, and, a uidbrtuiiate i'atalla Sayeghir, wlio.^e services might :it 
man of simple i(h;as himself, ho would, with two or jn'csmit be so useful to it. J likewise j)ut in a claltn 
thnsi watchwords, have I'eared a monumental eivilisa- for the young and ulile inti rpretin*, M. Mazolier, wiio 
tioii, which had endured a thousand years alter he was translated these notes from the Arabic, and who ac- 
gone. But lla^ error was eommitted. Napoleon chose compaiiied me in my travels in Syria, Balib'C, and 
iMirope ; only he wished to leave an exjilorer hidiiml Arabia, for a year. Well vi’rsed in tlie knowledge of 
him to observe what tliere was to do, and to track out Arabic, the son of an Aralt inotlnu’, the n(‘))he\v of oiio 
file route to India, if his fortune should ever ojuni it to of the most powerful and revered seliciks of Lebanon, 
him. M. de J^ascaris was this man. He departed with liaving already travcrseil with me all tliese countries, 
secret instructions from Napoleon, reci'Ived tln^ money familiar with the manners of all lliese tribes, a man of 
nt.-cessary lor his eiiterjirise, and estuhlished himself at courage, intelligenci', and jirobity, and devoted in his 
Aleppo to poi’lect himsidt in the Arab language. A man heart to i 'ranct*, this young man might he of the 
ol merit, talent, and iniormation, he feigiie«l a sort of greatest utility to tin? government in tho ports of Syria, 
inouomania as an t^xcuse tor his sojourn in Syria, and Froiicli nationality does not terminate at mir frontiers ; 
his porsevi'i’iiig intercourse with all the Arabs of the* the country lias s nis also on shori?s the names of w hich 
desert who arrived at Ahqqio. At length, alter some slie scarcely knows. iM. .Mazolier is (»ne (if these sous, 
years prejiarati(ni, he attempted his grand and ]nTilous FraiuaMuiglit not to forgi.t liim. None could better 
enterprise. He visited, with various aceid<Mits and in sue- serve her than he in tlios(.‘ countries where oiir (rivilis- 
eessive disguises, all tlu' tribes ot Mesopotamia and the ing, protecting, and «‘vi'ii political action, must inevitably 
Lii] hrates, and i‘etnrn(?<l t<» Alepjxi laeli in tin? know- make itself felt at no distant interval, 
ledge that he had acquired, and the jiolitical relations Here follows the ri'cital of I'atalla Sayeghir, literally 
he had prepared in advam-t* for Napoh'on. But whilst translated. 

Ik- was thus fnltilliiig his mission, fortune overthrow 

hiHlii-ro; iui.l lio kiu’ril liis liill the voi-y day lliat ].<■ STORY OF FATATJ.A SAYRGliriR 

leinined, to (’on^'(.'y to Inm the Iruit ot seven years ol 

Jieril and (levot(’dness. 'J’his iiiieNpeetiMl blow of fate At the age of cightiH-n I h-ft Ah-p^io, my birth place, 
was mortal to M. di* Lascaris. He went into I'^gypt, with a stock of niorchandise, to establish myself in 
and died at Cairo, alone, nnkiiown, and abandoned, (yprus. I Ia\ ing l>c('n rather fortunate in my commer- 
leaving his notes as liis only legacy. Jt is said that the eial o}n‘rati<»ns iliiring tlu; first yi-ar, 1 grew attached 
iMiglish consul got hold of tlu-se precious docnineiits, to tb.e j)ursuit, and conceived tlu? fatal project of send- 
w hicli might become so ])reju(lieial to his governinont, ing a cargo of tin; product ions of tin? island to Trieste, 
and tlijit they were destroy«'d or forwarded to London. In a short tinuj inv nuncliaiuli.-e was (unbarked, con- 
“ M’hat a iiity,” said I to ]\L .Mazolim*, “that th(' sisting of cotton, silk, wine, sponges, and coloqnintida. 
result ot so many years, and of so inueli patii-nt sutler- On the Iflth Marcli l!llll>, my vessel, under the com- 
ing, should have been lost to ns!” “Sunietinug re- maud of Captain Clofalinati, set sail. 1 was already 
mains ol it,” he answered me ; “ I was comieeted at calculating the advantages to result from my speeula- 
Latakia, my native place, w itli a young Ai’ab who tion, and rejoieing myself with the idea of large gains, 
aeeoinpaniod M, do l.asearis during all his travels, when, in the midst of t best' j»leiising divams, J received 
After his (Veath, void of res nirees, and deprived ev«ni the disastrous inteliigenco of the capture of my vessel 
ot the moderate salary, eonsiderably in arrear, which by an English shij) of war, which luul carried it to - 
had been jiromised liim by M. de he reluriu'd, Malta, in eonsequi-nee of this loss, 1 was compelled to 

poor and lorlorii, to the lionso t>f Ins im/.h-M’, He is close my k'dger, and retire from commerce. Totally 
Jiving at presinit upon a small a’lowance with :i nu'r- ruined, I (juitted Cyjirus and returned to .\loppo. 
chant at Latakia. 1 kiu'wliim there, and lie luis often A fmv days after niy arrival, 1 dined at tlu‘ house of 
spoken to ine ol a cidli'ction of notes wliich he wrote one (d my fri*‘nds, in company with several persons, 
out, at the instance of his patron, in the course of their amongst whom was an ill-dn-ssed stranger, to whom, 
iiomadc life.” “ Ho you think,” said I to '1. Mazolier, in spite of his garb, great attention was paid. Afu'r 
“ that this young man would consent to sell me it. ?” “ J dimn'r, music was introduced, and this stranger, seat- 
believe so,” responded ho ; “ and 1 am theniori' inclined ing liimself near me, began to converse with atfabilily. 
to the htdiel, because he often tcjitified a desire to ofler AVe talked iqiou music ; and at tho end of a long con- 
tt to tho French governineiit. Jhit nothing is so easy vcrsatioii, I got up to go and ask his name. I learnt 
as t(f asc(a*taiii the fact. I will w'rite to Ikifalla .Sayeg- tliat he w-as called M. Lascaris de Yintimille, and that 
hu’, for such is tho name of tho young Arab Tlie ho was a knight of Malta. On the following day he . 

atar of Ibrahim Facha will deliver him iny letter, and called upon me, W'ith a violin in his hand. “ My dear 
we shall have tho anawcr.ou returning to ^saido.” “ 1 boy,” said ho to me ou ciitering, “ 1 remarked yester- 
1>I 
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day how fond you were of music ; 1 consider you 
nlready us my son, and I bring you a violin, which X 
beg you to accept.’’ I received with great joy an 
instrument which I found exactly suittMl to me, and I 
returned my heai’ty acknowledgments. After two hours’ 
animated conversation, in the course of which he ques- 
tioned mo upon all sorts of subjects, he retired. The 
next day he returned, and continued these visits for a 
fortnight ; at length lie proposed to mo that I should 
give him lessons in Arabic, an hour each day, for which 
Juj offered me a hundred piastres a-inontli. I accepted 
this advantageous proposal with alacrity ; and in six 
months ho began tc) rc'ad and speak Arabic tolerably 
ivell. One day bo saiil to me, “ My dear son” (ho al- 
ways addressed me thus), " I sco that you have a groat 
inclination f»)r coniinerco, and as 1 tlesirc to remain 
some time with you, I w'ill give you occupation which 
will be agreeable to you. llcro is money ; buy goods 
that are most in request at TIoms, llama, and tho 
suiTounding districts. We wull go and trade in those 
countries the least frequented by nierchants, and you 
will see that W’o shall make a good business of it.” | 
The desire of remaining with M. Lacaris, aj}d the con- j 
viction that this enterprise would he advantageous to j 
us, made me accept his proposition without hesitation, 
and I commenced immediately to nialie the purchases, | 
according to a list wliicli ho handed me, consisting of 
tlio following articles: — red cletb, amlu.'i*, coral, clinp- 
lets, cotton lianflkcrehiofs, shawls of Mack and coIouihmI 
silk called cafics, black shifts, iieedK*s, pins, combs, 
rings, horse-bits, glass bracelets, and different articles 
of glass ; wc joine<l to these, chemical products, spices, 
and drugs. M. Lascar is paid for these various articles 
11,000 piastres, or ‘JOOO talaris. 

^ All the Ale}q)uins who saw' mo buying these things, 
told 1110 that M. Lascaris was d(T:i!iged. In fact, his 
dress and niannors gave support to this idt^a. He wore 
a long beard Uiicombed, a white turban very <Urty, a 
miserable robe or f/nmhaZf with a vest above it, a lea- 
ther girdle, and v. I shoes without stockings. When he 
was spoken to, ho h.'igned not to understand what was 
said. He passed the greatest part of the day in the 
coffee-house, and att? in the bazaar, which rt.'spectable 
people always avoid doing. He liad an object to serv.; 
by this manner of proct'cding, whicli I b arnt al'ter- 
W'ards ; but those who did not know' it believed Jiini out 
of his wits. As to myself, I. found him full of scuise 
and wisdom, reasoning well upon all subjc’cts — in a 
word, a very superior man. One day, when all onr 
inercliandise was packed uji, lie called me him to ask 
me wliat they said of him at Aleppo. They say,” 
answered I, that you are mad.” “ And what <Io you 
think yourself?” he asked. T think that you arc' i 
cjuite sensible and wise,” 1 replied. “ 1 hope to prove to 
you so in time,” said he ; ‘' hut in tlic meantime you must 
come umhu’ an engagement to do all that 1 command 
yon, without rcmoiistranco, or :i.skiiig any reasons, to 
obey me in all things — in a waml, 1 require from you a 
Mind (d)fditncc : you will have no reason to repent it.” 

He then told me to go and get hiyi some nier .'ury. T 
immediately did as 1 was ordered. He mixed it with 
grease ami two drugs with which 1 was not. acquainted, 
assuring me, that by hanging round tlie ut ck a piece of 
cotton stru'ped in tljis preparation, we should preserve 
ourselves from tin.' bites of insects. 1 said to myself 
that there were not sufficient insects at Moms or Hama 
to render such a preservativt' necessary, and that there- 
fore it must be destined for Homo other country; but 
as he had just interdicied mo from proffering any 
observations, 1 coiit<“nti'd n^^ ‘^eli' with asking Jiirn luioii 
what day wo w'ero to depjipt, in order that the? 
(camel-drivers) might be < .igaged. “ I give you,” 
answered he, ‘‘thirty days tt> yourself, Mv 

purse is at your disposal" ; eui y vmjrM if, sjr-’ui as 
mn-'h as you choo.se : spai i iiotldug.” j d is a farewell 
totlio woild, thought J, that he mea.is mo b, mi i •; 
but the profound attachment that 1 already folt b r liim 
prevailed against this sentiment; 1 thought r dy upon 
the present, and employed the time tliat he had granUid 
me in agr cable diversions. But, alas ! tho period of 


pleasure quickly pasacfl. I soon saw the ond of it. M . 
Lascaris urged mo to depart. I yielded to his orders, 
and, taking advantage of a caravan which was going to 
Hama, on Thursday, tho 10th of February 1010, wo 
quitted Aleppo, and arrived at tho village of Saarmin, 

I after twelve hours’ march. The following day, we pro- 
ceeded to Nuarat cl Hahaman, a pretty small to^vn, six 
hours farther. It is famed for its salubrious air and 
good water, and it is the birth-place of a celebrated 
Arab poet, named Abou el Hella el Maari, blind from 
the cradle. He liad learned to write by a singular 
method. He sat in a vapour-bath, whilst they traced 
with ice tho form of tho Arab characters on his back. 
Several traits of an astonishing sagacity are related of 
him. Amongst others, the following: — Being at Bag- 
dad, in the house of a caliph, to w’hom he was iucessaiitJy 
vaunting the air and water of his country, the caliph 
procured some water from tho river of Nuarat, and 
without giving him any hint of the tact, presented it to 
liim to drink. Tho poet immediately recognising it, 
exclaimed, “This is, indeed, its limpid water — but 
where is its pure air ?” 

To return to the canivan. It stopped tw o days at 
Nuarat, on .accmiint of a fair that was held there every 
Sunday. We went to t:ikc a walk through the town ; 
and in the tumult oecasioned by the fair, I lost sight of 
M. Lasearis, who liad disaj)pc'arcd in tlni crowd. After 
searching for him a long tiiiu', 1 diseovcri'd him at last 
in a secluded spot, conversing apart with a raggecl 
Arab. I asked him, with surprise, what ple;iHure be 
found in the conversation of such a pt'rsoiiage, being 
umiblo to understand his Arabic, or to make him com- 
prehend his. “ VV’lu.'never 1 have the good fortune to 
talk with a Bedouin,” answered be, “ I reckon it as one 
of the hapi>iest days of my life.” “ In that case,” 1 
observed, “ you will bo happy to your heart’s eonteut, 
for wo shall continually i ncounter people of this de^ 
seriptioii.” 

lie told mo to l>uy some oalujs (the broad of tho 
country) aiid cheese, and give them to Jlettall, as the 
Bedouin was called, who took leave of us witli tlumks. 
On tlio 2i.M Ikbniary wo dt'partccl from ?suarat-el- 
Nahanmn, and after six lumrs’ man*h wo ivaclied 
Krau-(,'hoikria ; and on tin* following day, after nine 
hours, Hama, a ooiisiderable town, w here w<5 were com- 
pletely imknow'i), AT. Lascaris having 'nnuiglit no b tters 
of introduction. We passed the first liight in a coffee- 
house*, ami the next day hired a room in the khan of 
Assrid-lkicha. Wliiai 1 was eominenclug to open the 
hales ami prepare tin* morebamliso for sale, M. Lascaris 
Siiidto me, with a discontented air, ‘‘You have iiotliiug 
in your head hut your miserahle* commerce ! If you 
knew how many things there are more useful .ami in- 
teresting to :ittend to!” After which J gave up all 
idea of selling any thing, and went to stroll about tlio 
town. 

On tho fourth day M. Lascaris, walking alone, wont 
as far as the <*astlc, which was falling to ruin. Having 
examined if. atti idively, he was imprnd(‘nt enoiigli to 
ef»TnTiH«nce taking it.s dimensious. Four vagabonds, who 
loitoriiig under a broken arch, b'll upon him, 
threatening to denounce him as wdsiiing to carry off 
the treasnre.s, and to introdueo the yinoars into the 
castU*. \v itli a little money the whole affair iniglit 
havf been hubhi'd ; but AT. l.ascaris dehmded himsolf, 
and, escaping out of tbeir hands w'ith great difficulty, 
came to seek me. He had not laid time to Huish tlio 
I recital of his adventure, hefor»‘ tw'o officers of tlio 
g ‘\ermnent entertsl with one of the denouncers. They 
seized upon the key i)f our room, and marched us off', 
driving us before them with blows as if wo had been 
malefaetors. Being brought into tho presence of tho 
muetzlim, Selim Beik, distiriguishod fv>r his cruelty, ho 
interrogated us in the following strain ; — “ From what 
coiiiitxy are yoiiT” “ My companion is from Cyrus,” I 
answered, “and I am from Aleppo.” “ What motive 
brings you liere?” “Wc have come to sell goods.” 
“ You tell a lie ; your companion has been seen in tho 
castle taking its dimensions, and making a plan ; itia 
to got po^aessioii of treasure, or to deliver the place to 




the Then turning to tho guards ; Conduct the opposite to that of tho inhabitants of llama. The 

these dogs to a dungeon,” he added. We were not citadel, situated in the centre of the town, is tumbling 
allowed to say a word in exculpation. Being carried into ruins ; the ramparts, well preserved, are wash^ 
to prison, we were heavily chained at the feet and neck, by an arm of • the (Irontcs. The atmosphere is very 
and they shut us up in a dark cell, so narrow that wo wholesome. 

could not turn round. After some time wo obtained a We bought, for forty piastres, two pelisses of sheop- 
litthi light and some broad, by tho application of a tal- Skin, similar to those of tlio Bedouins. These pelisses 
lari. The j)rodigion8 quantity of fletus, and other in- are weather proof. In order to be more at liberty, wo 
sects, which infested the prison, effectually prevented hired a room in tho khan, and requested Naufal to re- 
cur closing an eye during tlie wliolo night. We Iiad main with us, we agreeing to give him what he would 
scarcely courage to think of the moans hy wliich wo have gained by working in his shop, about three piastres 
niight escape from this horrible place. At last I be- a-day. Ho was extremely useful to us. M. Lascaiis 
thought me of a Christian writing-master, called Selim, subjected liim to an adroit interrogatory, and extracted 
whom I knew by reputation to bo a man capable of from him all the hints that lie desired; loading him 
reiidoring us good service. I gained one of our guards, into explanations of the manners, usages, and charactet 
who wont to find him, and the following day Selim hap- of the Bedouins, their mode of receiving strangers, and 
})ily arranged tho matter by a gift of sixty tallaris to of treating them. Wc staid thirty days at Homs, 
the muctzlitn, and fifty piastres to his people. At this waiting for the period of tho return of tho Bedouins, 
price we obtained our liberty. This impriaonment pro- who, upon ordinary occasions, quit the environs of this 
cured iis tho advantage of an acfpiaintaiico with Selim, city in the month of October to proceed towards the 
and s(‘veral other persons in Hama, with whom w'e south, always following the fine wcatlu r, w'atcr, and pas- 
passed twenty days in an agreeable manner. Tlie town tuvage, marching one day, and resting tlioniselves five or 
is charming ; tin* Orontes runs through it, and renders six. Some of them thus gems far as IJassorah and Bag- 
it lively and animatisl, an<l its abundant waters render da<I, and others to (diatt-el-Arab, where tho Tigris and 
fruitful a multitude of gardens. The inhabitants aro Euphrates join together. In the month of February, 
amiable, active, and inh'lligciit ; they are much attached they begin to rc'turn towards Syria, and at the end of 
to poetry, and eiiltivahi it with success. They liavo April they are perceived in the deserts of Damascus 
b('en called the speaking birds, wlileh epithet very ainl Aleppo. Naufal gave us all this infonnatioii, and 
forcibly characterises them. M. Lascar is having asked told us, furthermore, that the Bedouins used a great 
Selim for a letter of recommendation to a man of mid- number of pelisses siiuilai’ to ours, of black inaslilas, 
dliug condition at Homs, who niight serve us as .a guide, and especially of cafics. Inconsequence, M. Lascaris 
lie wrote the following epistle ; — To luy friend Yakouh, made mo buy twenty pelisses, ten mashlas, and fifty 
salutation, '.rhose wlio shall dediver this ju’esont writ- cafics, which I packed into one bale. 'I'his purchaso 
ing into your hands aro pedlars, who visit your place cost 12fi0 jiiastrcs. 

to sell tlu'ir goods. Assist tlieiu as muoli ns yon can, Naufal liaviiig proposed to us to pay a visit to the 
your pains will not be tlirow'ii away; they are lioiasst citadel, the recollection of our misfortune at Hama 
men. Aflieu !’* made us at first licsitatc*, fearing its reeurreuf’e, but ou 

M. Laseai-is, wvll pleased with this leth*r, joim-d a his assuring us that no mischief would happen to u.s, 
oavavan Avliieh was going to Homs. We left, on the and that he would answer for our safety, we accepted 
‘Jot.li March, and avrlvc(l, alter six hours’ inarching, at tlie proposition, and went to see those ruins, situated on 
Bastain, which is at present hut the remains of a con- tho top of a little hill in tho middle of tlie towai. This 
siiierable town ; tlior<i was iiutliiiig n'lnarkahlo to he castle is lictter piv>ervod than that of Hama. W'e ro- 
seen. Wo continiiejl oiir route, and at the end of six marked an obscure and deep grotto in it, from wdiich 
days more ve were at Homs. Y'aKouI», to wliom wc an abundant spi’ing of (’xcc llent water gushed, through 
<I(‘]iverod onr IcKm*, ri’ceived us favourably, and gave an ojiening, fixir feet by two, and fell rlirongli bars of 
us sup|ier. I Iis <rad(‘ consisted in making black manJh's, iron by a secontl opening. An old tradition was inen- 
<*alle(i mashlas'. After supper, some men of his own tinned to ns, wJiicli r('lated that the passage of tluMvaters 

station came to pass the • vening \Nith him, t<» take colleo, liaving onc<; be«'n stopt up, a d«*putation from Persia 
and sinok('. One. of them, a locksmith, named Naufal, arrived six nionths after, which procured tho removal 
seemed to us an intelligent man. Ho sjiokc to us of of the obstruction, and a stipulation that tho opening 
tho Ih'doiiins, »)f their inodes of lifi*, and of making war. slioidd not he again interf('r< d with, by the payment of 
He informed us that ho j.assed six mouths of the year a large sum to the govormneiit. Noav, the entry to this 
amongst their tribes, putting their arms in order, and grotto is forbidden, and it is not easy to get introduced 
that lie Iind a great many friends amongst them. When into it. 

we Avere alone, al. Lasearis loM mo that lie had this On our rotimi to the khan, Schelk Ibraliim asked me 
evening seen all his relations; and wiien T testdi<*d it) i’ 1 luul noted down all tliat f had seen, all that had 
him my astonishment at lieariiig lliat there wi re. Vinti- happened sinee our di*parliiro from Aleppo ; and on my 
milles at Homs — 'fhe falling in willt Naufal,” he rc- answering in the iiegutivi*, he prayed me to do so, urging 
]dietl to me, “ is iiion* ])r('cious in my eyes ih:;ii meeting mo to remembi r tlie past, and to loa'p an exact journal 
tlie whole body of iiiy eonnections.’’ of all in Arabic, in m iler that he might himself trans- 

it was late when we retired, and the master ot tlie late ii into Frenelg. Since that tinu*, L took notes, which 
domieile gave ns one inattrass .and tnie blanket for ns lui eavcfiilly transeribetl everyday, and returned me in 
f>oth. M. Lascaris luul never slejit double in his life, tho morning. 1 put them together, in tho hope that 
but, fro iu a good disposition, luHnsisteil iqiou iny sluir- tlu'v may bo nsoml to iiio soiiua day, and proenvo me a 
ing liis lied. Not wisliing to eontradiet him, 1 placeil slight eomi>oiisation for my fatigues ami privations, 
rnysclf byhis side ; hut as soon as tho light wasjmt out, ,\I. Lascaris having dotovminod ou departing for the 
1 slipped on to tho lloor, avIuti*, roHiog mysi'll in my village of i^addatl, 1 engaged Naufal to accompany ais ; 
mantle, 1 passeil tho night. When wc arose in the and liaA'ing joined Avitli some other persons, aac departed 
morning, avo found that avo had botli been sleeping in from Homs Avitli .all our merehandise. After a five 
the same maimer, M. Lascaris having lai 1 doAAii on tlic liours’ march, avo crossed a Avido stream Avhicli Aoaa's 
floor like myself. H(' embraced me, saying, “ It is a from the north to tho south toAvards tho Ciisllo of Hasne. 
good sign that we liavo both bad tho same idea, iny This caslh*, commauded by an aga, serves as a place of 
dear son; 1 love to give you tlii.s title, whieJi pleases Iialt to tho caravan of Mecca coming from Damascus, 
you, I hope, as miicli as it docs me.” 1 thanki'd him Tho Avater of this stream is pleasant to drink, and avo 
for the concern lie inanifestodtoAvarda me, and AVO Avent filled our h'ather bottles Avith it. This precaution is 
out togetIi(?r to bog Naufal to accompany us through A'(*iy necessary, for avo find no more Avat<'r din ing t)io 
all the toAAoi, and to pidnt out to us such curiosities as seven Iioui’s’ march that remains to arrive at ►S'uld.ad. 
it coiittiined, jirornising to indemnify him for tli • loss W'e got there at tlio going doAvn of the sun. Naufal 
of his day’s work. The popiilaticm (Jf Homs is about conducted us to the house of the scheik, llassaLAbou- 
llOOO. The character of tlio inhabitants is in all respects Ibrahim, a venerable old man, the father of nine sons, 



all manried, and living under the same roof. He received 
us with coi^iality, and presented all his family to us, 
which, to our great suri^rise, we found was composed of 
Blxty>four persons. The scheik having asked us if we 
intended to establish ourselves in the village, or to travel 
into other parts, wc informed him that wo were mer- 
chants, that war between the great powers having in- 
terrupted tho communication by st'a with Cyprus, wo 
had been desirous of setting iij) Imsiuess in Aleppo, but 
having found many inerehants richer than ourselves in 
that town, we had decided ii|)ou carrying our wares 
into less frcipimted districts, hoping thereby to drive a 
better trade. Having afterwards (toinmunicated to him 
the nature of our mcrcliandise, he said to us, “ These 
articles will only servo the Arabs of the dt\sert, and 1 
am very sorry to tell you so, but it Avill be impossible 
for you to advance amongst them, llvt'ii should you 
succeed in arriving, you will run the risk of losing every 
thing, even your lives. The Hedouius are gn‘erly and 
full of audacity; they will seize ujion youi’ goods, and 
if you make tho least resistance, they will put y<ui to 
death. Vou are jiersons of honour and di;licacy, and 
it will not be possible for you t() suj)port their grossness. 

1 speak to you thus for your own g(»od, 1 myself being 
a Christian. Believe my words ; open your bales, sell 
as many articles as you can, ami afterwards return with 
all speed to Aleppo, if you have any inclination fur your 
Xiosscssious and Aour heads.” 

As soon as he bad ceased talking, the prineijml inha- 
bitants of the village, colh'ctt d at Ills house to see ns, 
opened up a scritvs of dismal naiTations. One of them 
told us that a pedlar, coming from Aloji]»o and goingtt) 
tho desert, had been stripped of all by the Arabs, and 
had been s(‘eii Aveiiding bis way back quite naked. 
Another had roceiA'ed intelligence that a Tiiercliaiit from 
Damascus had been slaughtered. AH Avere agri'ed upon 
the ini})ossibility of penetrating amongst the Bedouin 
hordes, and strove liy all the means in their powt'r to 
dissuade us from so hazardous an enterprise. I saw 
that M. La.scaris aaus not v<*ry eomfortable. Ho turned 
tome, and .said tovee in Italian, in order that thcother 
persons might not uiiderstand liim, Wliutdo you say 
to this news, Avdiich discourag<'s me inneh f ’ I do md 
credit all these tales,” 1 replied ; ‘‘and even if they 
were true, it Avonid .still belu)A(! ns to ]ierseven‘ in oiir 
project, hiiiice you proclaimed to nn.'yoiir intention <>f 
going amongst the lJedouin.s, I have given up all hope 
of again .seeing my country. I booked upon (In? tliii ry 
days that you gave mo at Alejipo to ainns«' nnsclf, as 
my farewell to the world. 1 regard our travels as a 
real oarnpaigii ; and lie wlio dejiarts to the wars, if be 
resolves the matter jnvjpirrly, Avill in)t indulge tlie idea 
of returning. Jn t us not lose courage* ; ultlnmgh llassaf 
is a schoik,* and has some e\i)erience, ultliongh he 
nmlerstaiuls howto till the ground and take part in the 
polities of his village, he can Ibrm no idea «>f the im- 
])ortancc of our atl'aii s. I am tliei'efore of opinion, tliat 
Ave .speak to him no more of our journey into tin? desert, 
but put our trust in (HkI, the great ju'otector of the 
universe.” Tljesi; words ]»roduee<l a good efl’ect upon 
Al. Las.earis, who embraeed me tenderly, saying, My 
dearson, I put all iny hopes in Cod ami you. Von area 
man of resolution, I can jiercelve ; I am very well satis- 
fied with the force of your eliaraeter, and i tnitertain 
hopes of attaining my fib jcct w itli the nssisLunce of your 
courage ami constancy.” 

At the el()s(! of tliis couA’crsation wc retired to bed, 
much pleased with each other. We einployi*d the fol- 
lowing day in going tlirongli tlu; village, Av bicli contains 
about ’200 bouses and fiv(i chiirebrs. The iiibabilaiOs, 
who arc Christians, inanufactnce musliias and black 
abbas, and occupy themsi lvev'X'ery little with the culti- 
vation of the gronml, as ihey .t.e grievously afflicted 
with a Avaiit ot water. Thor • only om; small spring 
in the village, and thoAvater is disir’biu -1 loeach indi- 
vidual according to a ineiiKUiv leguliio- ‘ by a t:vie-]»;. ■. f 
of eai.d. It .scarcely snfflees to irriyaej ibe ganlen*-, 
which in this climate, wln re it rare ly rains, produc * ( 
nothing unless avciI Avatcred. Sonic y ecc ir in I 
♦ ticheik not only means a tliicf, but albo au old m.ui. ' 


which not a siJiglo drop of water is seen to fall. The 
harvest gathered in the district lasts only six months, 
and the rest of the year the inliabitants are obliged to 
have recourse to Homs. 

In the middle of tho vilUige an old tower rises to a 
prodigious height. It dates from the foundation of a 
colony Avhoso history the scheik related to us. It.s 
founders Avero originally from Triiiolis in Syria, Avliere 
their church still exists. In tho most flourishing times 
of the Kasttu'u empire, the (Jreeks, bloated Avith j>rido 
and rapacity, tyrannised over suliject nations. Tho 
governor of Tripolis overwhelmed the inhabitants with 
exactions and cruelties ; and they being too foAV to resist, 
but unable any longer to support the yoke, came to an 
agreement amongst tliemstilves, to the number of three 
liniidredfamilics ; and having secretly gathered together 
all the precious commodities they could chrry, they 
dejiarted Avitliout noise in the middle of the night to 
lioiiiH, and from there turned their cour.se towards the 
de.sert of Hagdad, but AAere howevf?!* attacked by llio 
(Ireek troops Avliicli the governor of Tripolis had sent 
in pursuit of tliem. They sustained an ob.stinate ami 
bloody combat ; but too inferior in numbers to vanquisb, 
and detiTuiiiied at no price to ugaiii incur the tyranny 
of the Greeks, they entered into a negotiation, and ob- 
tained pi'rmission to buiM a villjigo upon the very site 
of the battl(‘, engaging to remain tributary to the gover- 
nor <»f Tripolis. 'i’liey therefore establislii*d themselves 
in this ]»lace, Avhich is on the edge of the desert, and 
calk'd their town Saddad (obstacle). This Avas all that 
the Syrian ebronicle contained of any note. 

The inhuliitants of Saddad an? bonest and mild in 
character. We impacki'd our Avares and passe«l some 
days with them, to provt? that we Avere in reality mer- 
cliaiits. 'I’he AVunieii bought from us a large quantity 
of red cotton cloth to mala' shifts. TJie .sale did not 
occupy ns long, but we Avt*re obliged to wait for tin* 
arrival of tin* Bedouins in the neigbbourliood. (Mie 
<lay, having learnt that tlun’i' existed, four hours from 
the village, a considerable and very ancient ruin, in 
wbicb a natural vapour bath was I'oniid, tliis Avonder 
raised onr curiosity, and M. Lascaris wi.'-bing to visit it, 
beggt'd the scheik to give us an i setirt. Having niarcbed 
four hours toAvards the .south-east, \vi* rracln?d the 
middle of u large ruin whi<rh contained only luie hahi- 
tahle cliamlHT. Tin? architecture is very simpli*, hut 
tin? stones are of a prodigious si/.e. ( )n ]<enet rating into 
the eliambi'i*, am? ju rceiveil an o[)i'ning two feet square, 
Avlienct? came out a thick \apour. We threw' a hand- 
kerchief into it, and iji a minuti* and a half it was 
brought out and thrown at our fiet. We tried tlie 
<.‘,\periinent with a .'-hirt, whicii arosi? liki' the handker- 
chief at the ♦*iid of ten iuimit( s. Our guides assnreil us 
that a mashla, weighing tin pounds, would bv? cast up 
ill the .saiin? manner. 

Having nndresh<>d and placeil our.s-'Ives round the 
opening, we were in a slioi't (inn? eovi red with a pro- 
fuse perspiration, Avhieh ran down onr bodies; but tlu' 
stench of the vapour was .so powerful, that Ave ireuld not 
long remain exposed to it. At tin? end of half an hour 
Ave i*iit on onr clothes again, e\]>eriencing an ine.xpies- 
.sibl iise of enjoynienl. 'J’bey told us that this vajiour 
Avas, in fact, vei*y .s.alularv, and cured a gn-at iiuinber 
of iiivalid.s. ()nour I’t.iuni to tin* village, we .sujqxd 
AvitU a heart , appetite, and I think I never enjoyed a 
more dt ligblful sleep. 

n.iving iHdbiiig more to see in Saildad or its en- 
A irons, Ave delerinim.'d upon dejiarting for tlu’ vill.'ige of 
Corioiain. Wlii?n wo .spoke of it to Naufal, be advi.sed us 
• ebangiionr names, as our [ireseiit ones might render 
ns s.nsf»ected by the Beilouins and 'Pui-ks. Thenceforth, 
Al. J ascaris took the name of Scheik Ihraliim el ('ah- 
re.ssi (the Cyprian), and gave mo that of Abdallah el 
Kratib, Avbie'li Kignilies the wrUrr. 

Scheik Has.suf having giv«‘ii ns a letter of rcconi- 
meiifliitioii to a, Syrian priest, named Alonssi, w'e took 
I 'ave (.f him and our Saihlad friend.s, and dejiartcd at 
an early hour. After four hours’ march, wo arriveil 
b. Iwcontlu- two villagoK Alabin and Haonrin,situ}itodat 
ton uiiuutott’ dibtaiiccfroni ouch other. Tliey have each 
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but two dozen or so of houses, the majority of them 
ruined by the Bedouins, who como from time to time 
to devastate them. In the centre of these villages, an 
elevated tower rises, of an ancient construction. Tlie 
inhabitants, all Maliometans, speak the language of the 
JJedouins, and dress like them. After having break- 
fasted, ainl filled our bottles, we continued our march 
for six hours, and at night reached (>)rietaiu, and the 
liouse of the priest Moussi, who offered us hospitality. 

Ill the morning, he carried us to the abode of the 
Schoik Selim el Dahasse, a distiuguislied man, who 
gave us a cordial welcome. Having learnt the motive 
of oiir journey, he made the sanu; observations us the 
Sehoik of Saddad. Wc answered liini, that, under- 
standing all the difficulties of our enterprise, wc had 
renounced the idea of advancing into the desert, con- 
tenting onrsedves with going to Palmyra to dispose of 
onr merchandise. “ That is still more difficult,” htr 
observed, ‘Hbr llui Bedouins will meet and jiillage you.” 
He tbeii commenced like the otlu'rs to relate to us .a 
llionsaud alarming tilings of the Bedouins. Tlui priest 
eonfirming all Ik^ said, we w’cro almost losing heart, 
when they brouglit in tlio breakfast, which gave a new 
turn to the conversation, and gave us time to collect 
ourselves. 

'I'lie Scbelk Selim is one of those who are bound to 
.•idminister to the wants of the great Mt'cca caravan, in 
conjunction with tin* Sebeik of Palmyra. His tiinctions 
give liim some infiiu'Uei^ amongst the Arabs. His con- 
tingent consists of ‘JOO camels, and a su]»ply of provi- 
sions. Oil returning to onr lodging, Sclieik fbrabiin 
jiddressed me in tii<^ following strain: — ‘‘ W'ell ! my 
<l('ar son, what think you of ail that the Sebeik Selim 
lias just tobi ns r’ I repli(‘(l to him, “ Wo must not 
give loo miicrli ear to wluit the iiiluibitants of these vil- 
lages relate, as tln‘y are always at war with tlu^ 
Bedouins. The ('vistence of liannony between them is 
out of the (jiK'slion. Our ])osition is very ditfermit — 
we .‘ire traders — we go to sell onr mi'reb.indise to the 
Bedouins, jiiid not to make war upon iliein. Jly acting 
honestly with them, I do not see we shall run the least 
tlanger.” 'flu se words gave a little courage to Sclieik 
1 hrahiin. 

SoiiK' days after •)ur .arrival, in order to keep uji our 
I'luiracter of mi-rehauts, we unfolded onr hal<*s upon 
tlie s([uare, in tlu' iniddli' ot' the vill.age, hefori* tluMloor 
ol' lh<‘ sebeik, .'ind I sold some articles to the women, 
whi(‘h wei-e paid for in miauw. The men, who had 
iMtliing to ilo, assembled arimiid us to talk; on<; of 
tiiem, ii.'imed llessaisonn <>l Kratih, a very young innii, 
assisted iiu' in reeeiving the cash, ami settling the 
accounts with the women and children, displaying a 
great regai’il for mv interi’sts. One day, linuiiig me 
alone, he asked jue if 1 eould keep a secret. “Take 
i'are,” .'idded he, “ thr it is an ini])ortant .secret, wliieli 
must he trusted to no one, not ('M'M your companion.” 
Having given him my woial as lu^ di sired, he told me, 
that, at an hoin‘'s distanei* from the villagi*, there was a 
cave, wlu‘re a l:U’g(! jar full of seijiiins was secr« I 'd. 
He showed me one, assuring me that herouhl mak 
ns<‘ of these coins, which w ere only enrrenl ;it Pahnvr.a. 

But yon,” eontiiiued lie, “ who g<» from town to town, 
can easily /h.ange them ; yon have a thousand mean 
winch 1 do not jiossess of turning Ibis treasure to 
advantage?. However, 1 do not wisli to give? you tl 
whole', hni I le’jive the partitiemt* your own geiiereisity. 
^"ou can come? with me to le)e)!v ‘it the loe*aIity, anel 
trans])ort the gold by little and little .secretly, givin, 
me my share in current money.” Having .sten aiiel got 
lieild of the soejuiii, 1 helii;veel in tlu? tnitli of tills story 
anel aiijieiinte d a nu'cting with liiin, out of the village*, 
at an early hour on the lollowing day. 

The next morning, the sun had scarcely risen, before 
I areiac* ami went out of our lodging, as if to take s 
walk. A sheirt way out eif the village', I found He-s-sai- 
soun waiting for me. He rvas armed with a musket, ;i 
sabre, and a hrae*e of pi.stols. A.s for me, my oniy 
'veapon was a lemg }>il>t^‘* proceeded lor aboui an 
hemr, and I felt gre'atly impatient to hoholel the cave. 
At lengtli I jicrceiveel it, and we sUurtly after entered 


into it. I looked on all sides to discover the jar, but seeing 
nothing, I turned to llessaiaoun, and said, “ Where, 
then, is the jar?” 1 observed him change colour. 

Now that wc aro Iiere,” ho exclaimed, “ learn that 
thy last moment Ls come. Thou shouldst have been 
already dead, if I had not feared covering thy clothes 
with h'lood. Before killing thc'O, I wish to despoil thee ; 
therefort* strip thyself and give me thy bag of money, 
wliich I know thou carriest with tliee. It ought to 
contain more than 1200 piastres, which 1 myself Iiave 
counted, as the value of the merchandise thou hast sold. 
Thou w'ilt not again behold the light of day.” 

“ Spare my life,” said 1 to him, with a suppliant air ; 

“ I will give thee a gn'uter sum than is in this bag, and 
[ sw’ear to thee f will mention to no p{?rson what has 
passed lietw'ccn us.” “ 'I’hat cannot be,” lie answered ; 

“ this cave must be thy tomb — 1 cannot give tlicc thy 
life without exposing my own.” 

I gav(? him a thousand oatlis that I w’ould be silent, 
and i proposed to him to givi? an acknowledgment for 
the sum that ho himself should fix ; hut uotliing could 
turn him from his terrible project. At last, wearied 
with my entreaties, he placed his arms against the wall, 
and fell upon me, like a roaring lion, to strip me before 
slaying me. I renewi'd my siipplit?ations, “ What 
injury have \ done thee 1 aski'd him ; “ what enmity 
t'xisls between ns? — thou knowest not tliat the d:iy of 
judgment is nigh, th:it Hod Avill demand an aecoiint of 
innocent blood !” But his lieart was li.'irdened, and ho 
paid no attention. J then thought of my brother, my 
aareuls, and my friends — every thing that was dear to 
IK? occuiTcd to my reeolleetion ; driven to despair, i 
•rayed for jirotection only from my Creator, “ Hli, 
rod! protector of the innocent, aid me I give mo 
orce to resist!” My assassin, inipatieiit for his prey, 
ore oir my clotlu'S. Although he was much taller than 
I, Hod gavt? me strength to struggle with Iiiin for 
lU'.arly half an hour. The blood fioAved profiisc'ly from 
my face, and mv garments fi’ll in shreds. The wretch, 
seeing me in this state, resolved to strangh? mo, and 
lifti'd up his arms to gras]> my neck. 1 took advantage 
f the momentary lihi'rty that this movement gave? me, 
to give him, with my two fists, a sevi re blow upon tlio 
belly, uiul, throwing him on his hack, I seiz(?d upon his 
inns, ami sprang out of the cave, running with all my 
might. I eould scarcely believe mysi'lf in safety; in a 
few moments I lieard some one running behind me — it 
was my assassin. Hi? called to me, begging mo, in th© 
most conciliatory tom', to wait for him. As 1 had all 
his arms, I wjis not afraid to stop for a moment ; and, 
returning towards him, I exelainied, “ Infamous villain I 
what <lost thou ask ? — thou hast attempted to str.anglo 
in secret, hut thou slialtst thyself hi* strangled in 
])nhlic ” Hi? replied to me with an oath that all liQ had 
doll,' was mere sport on his ]>art, that he had only 
w ishi'd to try my courage, ami see liow I should defend 
myself. “ But,” eoutiniied he, “ I sec you are but ahoy 
to take the thing so seriously.” 1 answered, aiming at 
him w ith the gun, that, it lie approached a step farther, 
I would tire nponJiiin. Seeing me dotorinined to do 
so, he took to his heels across the desert, and I resumed 
the road to the vill:?gi’. 

In the meantime, JScheik Ibrahim, the priest, and Nau- 
fal, not seeing me I'eturn, began to he uneasy. Sebeik 
Ibrahim especially, knowing that I never w'eiit to ji dis- 
tance without apprising him, after waiting two hour.s 
went to the selieik, who, participating in his fears, set 
the whole village to seek me. At last Naufal descrying 
mo, shouted out, There ho is !” Selim asserted lie'wa.s 
mistaki'n. I drew' near them — they could scarcely 
recognise me. M. Lascaris ran to me and embraced 
me, weeping. I stood, unable to speak. They led me 
to tlu? priest's, washed my wounds, and put mo to bed. 
Aftev some time, I regained strength to recount iny 
adventure. Selim sent out hoi'serncn in pursuit of tlio 
assassin, giving his negro a cord to strangle Ijim with ; 
but they returned w'itliout having been able to catch 
him ; and we afterwards learnt that he liad entered the 
service of the Pacha of Damascus. From that time ho 
never reappeared at Corietaiu. 



LAMABi^^a 

At the end of a few days, ray wounds began to elose, Homs, M. Lascaris dismissed him with a sufliciont 
and I quickly recovered my strength. Sclieik Selim, compOnse. Having engaged moukres and camels, wo 
who had conceived a groat friendsliip for me, brought took leave of the inhabitants of Coriotain ; and with 
me one day a tel(\sc*opo out of ordt?r, sayiii^ to mo that water and provisions for two days, wo departed early 
I would be a clev|:*r man if I succ«JiMhHl in arranging the following morning, carrying with ns a letter of 
it. As there was nothing but a glass to replace, 1 soon recommendation from tlie Scheik Selim for the Scheik 
put it to rights, and took it to him. He was so well of Pahnyra, named Ragial-cl-Orouk. 
pleased with my sldll, that ho gave me the surname of After a march of ton hours in a continually eastern 
ike induatnous, ^ direction, wo halted near a square tower, of a lofty and 

A short time after this, wo hoard that tho Bedouins massive construction, called Casser-ebOurdatin, in the 
w'ere approaching fr<»ni I’alinyra, and some of them territory el Dawli. This tower, built in the era of the 
were already seen near Corietaiii. One day there came Greek empire, served as an adviiuc(.‘d post against the 
a certain Ainb, named Selame cl liassaii. We were Persians, who were wont to carry off the peoi)le of tlio 
with i>elini when he entered. Coffee was brought, and country. This rampart of tlie d(isei*t has preserved its 
whilst we were drinking it, several inhabitants came in name down to our days. After admiring the architect 
search of the scheik, and said to him, “ Kight years ture, which is of a good age, we returned to pass th«^ 
ago, in a certain spot, Ilassan kilh?d onv relation, and night in onr little khan, wlu;ro wc; suffered greatly from 
Wii liavo come to deinaiid juatieo from you.” llassan, cold. In the morning, as wo were getting ready for a 
denying the fact, asked if they ha<l any witnesses, start, M. Lascaris, who was somewhat nnaccustoincd to 
“ No,” they replied ; “ but yon were seen passing along tho motion of camels, mounting his without sufheit'ut 
that particular road alone, and shortly after we found can*, was thrown to tho ground by its suddenly rising, 
our relation there lying dead. Wt^ know tliat there We ran to him, and foiiml his foot out of joint ; but as 
was a cause of hatred between you two ; and it is thus he would not stop, wo dressed it as well as we could, 
certain that you ar(! his miird(‘rc‘r.” llassan resolutely set him on his camel, and continued the inarch, in 
denied the acensatioii. The seliiek, who was fearful of two hours wa saw a cloud of dust rising in tlie distance, 
irritiiting the Bedouins, and who, besides, had no posi- and drawing towards iis. Wo W'ere shortly able to 
tive proof against him, took up a jueco of wood, and dc'sery six armed horsemen, whom observing, llassan 
said, “Swear by bini who created this bough that you thrciw off his pelisse, c.nurhed his laiiec, and advanct'd 
have not killed their relation.” llassan took the stick, to meet them, shouting to ns to remain still. When Ihi 
looked at it for some minutes, and east his eyes upon had come iij) witii them, In* ( xplained to them that wc 
the ground ; then lifting up liis head towar<is his ac- wore nuu'chuiits going to Palmyra, and that ho had 

cuaers “ I do not wish,” said ho, to have two <Times become bound before the Scheik Selim, and all his vil- 

npon my conscumce— tho one of being the murderer of lag«', to conduct ns in safety. But these B.nloiiinH, of 
this man, tho other of swearing falsely before God. It the trilM* Bl-Hussnc, without heeding his relation, came 
was I who killed your relation ; what do you ask as the down upon ns. J lassan rushed to block up tlie path ; 
price of his blood t” ^ utteinpte(l to drive bim back, and tlie eoinbal; 

* 'Idle scheik, wishing to kec'p fair with the Bedouins, began. Our cliampion was wvW known for liis valour, 
was solicitous to avoid acting according to the I'igour but Iiis <»ppon(*iits wei’t* equally bravt'. JJe .sustained 
of the law; ar e. the individuals present interesting « their attack for half an hour, wlu'ii, being wounded by 
themselve.s in the matter, it w^as dedde<l that llassan the strokes of a Innee which had passed thiauigh his 
ehould pay 300 piastres to the relatives of the deceased, thigh, he r< tiri‘d towanls us, and almo.-.t iinniediutely 
When he was aslo il for the money, he replied, that he w‘uk from his lM>rse. '1 he Beilonins weri' i>ri*paring to 
had it not with him, but ■would bring it in a. A’W ; d« spoil ns, when llassan, stretched iipen tin? grovmd, 
and as .some difficulty wa.s made in letting him depart his blood ilowing from bis wound, ;ipos(roi>bised llieiu 
without pledge—^ I have no tiail to give,” he remarked; in these teims:™>‘ What are )ou doing, my lrumds< 
«but Ho will aii.swer for me, ivho.se name 1 Mould not Will yon tiionvii.Iale tlie rights of tlr..* Arabs, the n.sagvs; 
profane by a false oath.” il<] was suffered to go, and four tlm ]kdouills^ 'J hose whom yeii arc' robbing are 
days after, he caine back, bringiiigliileeii siieep, wh.ieh my brethren; they have my word; I havt.' heroine 
were worth more than twenty piastres each. This bonmt for ail that may bappi'ii lo them, and vn 
trait of good faith and generosity both ebarmed and l»lnnder tin m ! Is this acting according to honour ', 
surprised us. We became anxious to form liis aci|uain- “VVJieretnre have you undertaken to (M>!i<Iiict (iii’i"- 
hmee. Scheik Ibrahim invited him t-* Ids room, made t^-nis to l.‘almy]-a tiny answered ; ‘‘ know you not tint 
him some presents, and by these means wt^ weix* soon M« li;nma-e!-r;uk'l (llio scheik of tlu ir tnhii) rs the 
intimate frieiuls. Ho comniuiiicated to us that lie was chief of tlii.s <'(»nntry ^ WJiy liavi; \on not a.sk»‘d li.s 
one of the tribe Kl-Amiiiour, the chief of which was permissioirt” ** J am well aware of it,” replied lla-s-sa)) ; 
called Soultanel Berak. Tliis tribe, cornposeil of rm hut the.se merehants wore pre.sstsl fbr time, and ^b- 
tents, is <*oMsidered as inbabitant.s of the district, be- hunna is still fur frmii lieri'. I ple.iged my word to 
cause they do not quit tlic banks of the Kiiphrates wlu'ii them, and tiiey bad faith in it. They an? ae<juanited 
\he greal'lribeH migrate. They sell sheep, camels, .and "hli oni- laws and usagi's, which never change. Is it 
butter, at Damascus, Hom.s, JlaiiiiP, Ac. The natives ! ' " proper in y.m to violate.- them by pilfering tliese 

of tlicso diti’erent towns liuvo often an interest in their rangers, and having me in this wounded .stab' ? 
flocks. Bpon hearing these words, the lledouins, cea.siiig from 

Wo nientiuried to fla.ssan one day that we wished to further adeiici', remarked, AViiat you have said is 
go to Palmyra to dispos.? of the iiierchamlise that re- imk e-d true and just, and since it is si», we will only 
inained, bat that we liad been terrified w'itb ae..„unts hdo- from your asbociates wliut they are dtspo-sed to 
of the dangers attending the expedition. Having offered giv* 

to conduct us there himself, ho entered into a contract e hastened to offer them tw'» niashkas, a jichsi e, 

before the sclunk, inaking hinr^i-lf answa-rahh: for e\ei-y [dastres. They wi-re. satisfied, and left ns lu *- 

thing disastrous that migld lif'fall u.s. Being pe»'.siiaded r«*.snmo our jn-ogrt'.ss. llassan siiin.'red greatly fr<>m 
that Hab.sau was a Jiiun ef lionour, we acxqited his wound; aufl as lie <*onld not remount liis lior.si*, I 
convoy. gave Jiim iny c.imel, arnl took his jiiare. Wo marclx'd 

It w.'ia now spring ; tlu; <1(M •’!, f ”.'uer]y so artd, wa.; hmr Inmrs more; but the .sun liaving .s<'f, w«? were 

suddenly covered with \ !•( I ur* : -e j’.-v . ** ;. 'nds e:i- obligfd to halt in a place Tunned Waddi-ebNalir (Valley 
cl mting spectacle induce d us to li.et..-n our dejuiriucc. <>l the Iliver). In .s]»ite of tiie appellation, wti did not 
In the t.vcning we deposited with il».; jjriusf, ’.vb.i' si, find a <lrop of water, and onr bottles were enqity. 'lh‘- 
a part of our ^ ai’cs, so as to avoid ati acibig Un> Aiiueb nmrning attack lunl delay<'d ns tbrtso hours, and it was 
attention or cupidity. Naufal, desiring t i ;etui*ji lo not po.H,dbic logo on any farther tliat evening. Although 

we were t xpo.sc^d to much suffering, w’o found coiisidcr- 
*[A<!c<..uing tf; (he j\rab law'H, miirdi ,r is (xpiatod by money ; ‘‘ihlo gi" tification in tho reflection of having ewajicd 
iaflivd aceoiJiiJii to t.iicuni!>tancc!5 j Iroin tho Bedouins, and of having saved our clotheS; 





wbi’ch afforded fiome protection against the cold wind 
which blew mercilessly enough. Thus, in a midway 
condition between pleasure and pain, we looked for- 
ward with impatience for the first glimpse of daylight. 
Scheik Ibrahim complained of his foot, and Ilassan of 
bis thigh. In the morning, after doing for the sick men 
as well as wo could, w'o resumed our route, still con- 
tinuing towards the East. An hour and a quarter from 
I’almyra, we found a subtciTaneous rivulet, wliose 
source is quite unknown, as well as the place to which 
it flows. The water is seen through openings about five 
feet deep, somewhat in the shape of basins. It is not 
necessary to describe the happiness wo felt in satisfying 
our thirst ; tlio water liad a truly agreeable taste. 

At the mouth of a defile caused by the approach of 
two mountains to each other, we at last pci’ccivcd the 
celebrated Palmyra. This defile forms, for a quarter 
of an hour, an avtumo to the town. Along the southern 
side of tlie mountain, extends, for about three hours, a 
very ancient rampart. On the left, in front, we per- 
ceived an old castle, called Co Lat Ebn Maunnui, built 
by the Turks before the invention of gunpowder. This 
>ibn Maainen, governor of Damascus, in the time of 
the caliplis, erected this castle to prevent the Persians 
from penetrating into Syria. Wo afterwards came upon 
a largo open space called Waddi-el-Cabour (Valley of 
Tombs). The sepulchres which cover it appeared from 
a distance like towers. Wneu w’o got near them, we 
saw that niches had been worked in tlioiii to receive 
the dead. J<]aeli niche was closed by a stone, on which 
was cut the portrait of the occupant. The towers were 
three and four stories higli, coinmunicating by means 
ot a stone staircase, in general very well preserved. 
Prom there wo entered a vast enclosure inhabited by 
lh(i Arabs, wlm call it the eastle. It contains, in fact, 
llui ruins of tlio Temple of the ?Suii. *200 faiuiUcs lodge 
in these ruins. 

W'e went without any dc'lay to the house of tlie .Seln^ik 
lla.gial-el-Ui’ouk, a venerahle old man, who received us 
rrry fiivonrably, and made us take supper and sleep 
with him. This selieik, like that of Corietaiii, furnislied 
200 earnels to tlio great IMccca caravan. 

On tlio lollowing day, having hired a house, wo un- 
packed our mei'chandise. I dressed Sclieik Ibrahim’s 
foot, whicli was in truth put out of joint. Ue suffered 
a long time from it. Ilassan found friends at Palmyra 
who look care of him ; and being quiekly restored, he 
came to take leave ot us, and (h parted in great glee at 
tlie rocoin])enso w'o bestowed upon him. 

Peiug ol)lig( d to kef]) tlie house for several days on 
aecoiiiit of Hvdieik Ilirahim's foot, wo cominonced selling 
some articles to confirm our assertion of being mer- 
chants ; l)ut as soon as M. Lascuris was in a situation to 
walk, w'o wvnt to visit the temple, and inspeet all its 
details. Other travellers Jiavo described these ruins, 
so wo sliall speak licro only of wdiat has escaped tlicni, 
ill remarks upon tlio country. 

Wo saw a great number of people, one da 5% casing 
a very haiidsomo granite coluinu with wood. Tlmy told 
US that it was in order to burn it, or rather to make it 
full, so as to get at tlio lead which was found in the 
crevices. Scheik Ihrahhn, full of indignation, address- 
“ What w^otild the founders 
of Palmyra say, if they saw these barbarians thns de- 
stroying tlieip w'ork I Since chance has conducted me 
here, 1 will oppose niyHclf to this scandalous act.** Ami, 
having ascertained the value of the lead, ho gave the 
fifty piastres they asked from liim, and the column 
bccamo our property. It was of the finest red granite, 
spotted with blue and white, si 'ty feet high and tim 
round. Iho Palrnyrians, seeing our inclination for 
monuments, informed us of curious spot, at an hour 
and a half’s distance, vvliero the columns w **re aiieieiitly 
cut, and wlicre’some beautiful fragments a^o still found. 
Throe Arabs imdirrtook to conduct us there fop teii 
piastres. The road was strewed with ^'cry lino ruins 
described, I presume, by other travellers. We were 
shown a grotto, in whicli there was a l>ea,ntifu; column 
of white marble, cut and chiselled, and anther only 
lau-nnishud. It seemed us il time, wliicU has destroyed 


BO much magnificence, had been wanting to remove tbo 
first and complete the second. 

After visiting several caves and their environs, we 
returned by another road. Our guides pointed out to 
us a Btn^am encumbered by great blocks of stone, whicli 
they called Ain Ourntis. This name struck Selieik Ibra- 
him, who appeared drowned in thought the rest of tlio 
way. At last, beckoning mo to him, lie said, “ I have 
discovered what the name of Ournus means. Aureli- 
aiius, the Roman emperor, came to besiege Palmyra, 
and seize upon its riches. It is he, I think, who has 
dug tliis spring for the wants of his army during tho 
siege, ainl it has been named after him, but changed in 
tho course of time into Oi/rnwnr.” According to my 
small knowhulge of history, tho conjecture of Scheik 
Ibrahim is not without foundation. 

The iiihabitants of Palmyra are not much occupied 
with agriculture ; their princijail occupation is the work- 
ing a salt luiiie, the produce of which they send to 
Damascus and 1 loins. They inake also a great quantity 
of alkali, the plaut wliicli furnishes it being very plenti- 
ful. They burn it, and the cinders are iikowiso for- 
warded to these two towns to make soap. They send 
them even, upon occasions, to Tripolis in Syria, which 
has numerous soap works, for the supply of tho Archi- 
pelago. 

One day, they spoke to us of a very singular cave, the 
entrance to which, however, was so dark anti narrow 
as to be scarcely pvacticalfie. As it was only ilireo 
liours from Palmyra, we felt a desire to visit it, but my 
adventure with Hessaisoiin was too recent to risk our- 
stdves without a good escort. On this account, wo 
begged Scheik Kagial to give ns an accompaniment of 
some of his safest hands, lie a})pearod astonished at 
our project: ‘‘You are very curious,” said he to us; 
“ what business can you have with this grotto ? Instead 
of minding your affairs, you pass your time hi siiuilai- 
absiirdities; it never has b(?eii my lot to meet such 
merchants ;us you.” I replied to Jiim, “A man .il\vay.s 
gains by bebohling what nature li.-is civated bi‘;iutifuk” 
Tho scheik liaviug given us six men well armed, I pro- 
vided myself witii a ball of iiackthread, a largo nail, 
and torches, and we set oil’ at an early hour. After a 
march of two hours, we arrived at the foot of a moun- 
tain ; a large hole which tlu.'y showed us formed 
the month of the grotto. I sluek my nail in a secret 
spot, and tied the packthread to it. Holding the ball 
ill my hand, 1 followed l^cheik Ibrahim, and tho guides, 
who carried the torclu's. We went sometimes to the 
right, sometimes to the li ft, now ascending, now de- 
scending, and we found the grotto large enough to hold 
ail entire army, I'herc was a great deal of alum, and 
the top and walls wore covered with sulphur, and tho 
ground lillc'd with nitre. Wo remarked a species of 
r< 'dish soil, w'liich was very fine, and of an acid taste ; 
Sciieik Ibrahim put ahandiul in his liandkerchief. This 
grotto is bored by cavities, cut with the chisel, from 
which they had, in former limes, extracted metals. Our 
guides iul'ormed us, tliat sevm'al persona having lost 
themselves in them, liad perished. A man who had 
remained thcro Avo days, seeking in vain the way to 
get out, :it last spied a wolf, .and, throwing stones at 
this animal. In* p it him to llight, and, following him, 
he succeeded in reaching the opening. My packthread 
being exhausted, we would not go farther, and retraced 
our stejis. 'fho charm of curiosity had doubtless 
smoothed the way for us, as wo found un excessive 
dilficulty in regaining the mouth. As soon as we had 
got safely out, wo quickly dispatched our breakfast, 
and till'll ri'sumed tho road to i’ahuyra. The seheik, 
who w;is waiting for us, asked us what we had gained 
by our trip. “ We have discovered,” I observed to 
him, in reply, “that the ancients were miidi more, 
skilful than we, for w’o can see by tlicir works that 
they entered and came out with facility, whilst our 
getting out was no easy matter.” 

He laughed, and wo left him to go and lake a littlo 
repose. In the evening, Ibriihiui found the handker- 
ehief into whicli he liad put the red I'.irth full of holes, 
and, as it were, rotted. The eiunlt had fallen into lus 
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pocket; and ho put it in a bottle,* telling me that her body. Then Bani removed the sheet, which ho 
the ancients had probably dmwn gold fix)m tliis grotto, returned to us, drew the girths as tight as he could, and 
cliemical experience having proved that where sulphur went off. 

is found, gold is often not far off ; and, furthermore, About four in the afternoon, we saw the Bedouins of 
the great works that we ha<l reniarkod could not have the tribe K1 Daffir return, with fallen crests, and with- 
been executed simpl}’ for the (extraction of sulphur and out plunder. Soinct one having asked them what they 
alum, but evidently for something more precious. Jf had done with Baiii’s mare, they returned for answer, 
the Arabs bad entertained any suspicion that we had “ Wo will state what lias happened tons. Not wishing 
gone in search of gold, our lives had been placed in to commit any insult to Ragial, the tributary of Me- 
gi’eat jeopardy. baima, wo restrained ourselves from falling upon our 

From day to day, they spoke of the a]iproach of the eiieniy in the town. It is true, avc might have laid in 
Bedouins ; and ScJu'ik Ibi’aliim was as nuieh rejoiced wait tor him in a narrow passage, but as we w'ero seven 
at these tidings as if he were about to meet liis couii- to one, we determino(l to remain in the open country, 
tryinen. llewasipiite enchanted when 1 announced When we descried Jiim approaching, we advanced upon 
to him the speedy arrival of Meliauiia-el-l''a<U‘l, a great him ; but as soon as ho found liimsolf in the midst of 


Bedouin elii(‘f. lie wished instantly to go and meet 
him ; but 1 re]>resented to Iiim that it woidd bo more 
j>riident to wait a favourable occasion to fall in with 
the family of this prince. 1 was aware that Mehaniui 
generally sent a messenger to the Sclieik of Falmyra, 
to inform him of his approach. In fact, oii(‘ day eleven 
Bedouin horsemen arrivofl, and 1 learisMl that the 
Fmir Nasser, the eldest son of Melianna, was amongst 
them. I hasteiU'd to impart this intelligimce toScIieik 
Ibrahim, who was transjHjrttMl with jt)y. That very 
instant, we proceeded to theScIicik Jlagial's house, to 
lie presented to the? I'anir Nasser, who gave us a got>d 
reception. “ These strangers,” said Ragial, a<ldres.sing 
him, “are honest merchants, who have wares to sell 
according to the usage of the Bedouins ; hut tht'v are 
so frightened that they dare not ventnrt* into the <h?sert, 
unless you take tlnna uiidi.T your jiroteetion.” The 
'Emir Nasser, turning towards ns, saul, ‘‘ ^’ou may 
expect every sort of success ; yon w ill he welcoim*, and 
1 promise you that nothing shall Ix'fall yon hut the rain 
which (U sctaids from the heuvems.” \V <‘ n'torueil him 
many thanks, eoncliidiiig with Lhcs(‘ words: w<* 

have boon fortunate enough to make your acquaint- 
ance, and you Iiave kindly uiidertakc'ii to he our pro- 
tector, wc hope ou will do us the honour to cat with 
us.” 

The Arabs in general, and especially the Rcdeiiius, 
regard as an iiiviolahh^ (‘iigagrmeiit to tldeliiy the 
having eaten with any one, or having only hndieii 
bread with him. We therefore invited liiin, with all 
his suite, .as well as the scheik. W(‘ got a sheep killed; 
and our dininn’, prepared after the manner of tlie 
Hedouins, seemed much reli.slied hy them. For <les- 
sert, we jireseuted them with tigs, dried grajs-s, ahiioiids, 
.and nuts, which w.'re to tlieiii a liigli treat. After 
cotre<?, we began to conv(’rse upon various tojfics ; and 
■we jvlate<I to Nasser onr adventure with tliesix hor.se- 
men of his tribe, lie offered to ]iunisli them, and make 
them restore us our goods and iiioiiey. We* ct»ujured 
him, liowevt r, to do iiotliing in the business, assuring 
him, witli protestations, tiiat what. wi‘ had given w.as (;f 
iio cunseqiience to us. We wisln d to have departed 
with him tlie h.ilowlng day, hut lie tolrl us to wait the 
arrival of Ids father, wJio was yet eight days otf, with 
his tribe, promised to .send us .in ( .scort, and eaniels 
to carry our goods. J’or greater security, we liegg^d 
him to get ids father to write to us; wldeh he under- 
took to do. j 

The second day tliereafter, a Bcfloniii of the tribe El I 
llassiie*, named Bani, arrivi.*d at i'almyra, and a few* ^ 
lioiirs alter, scmmi other .lie<louins, of the tni.e El 
Baffir, wldeli was at war with that <if llassnc. These i 
men, having learned tliat om* of tlieir enemies was iji I 
lh(‘ town, resolved to lie in wait, fur him out(d’ I’ahiiyj’a, . 
to slay 1dm. liaui, ha\ iic^^ jjeun apjndse.l of the favour 
intended him, canui to mo' house, attaclual his mare to 
our door, and heggi d us to I ml him a felt-.sheet. As 
we had several around our gnud-, I him one. lie ' 
.sR^tped it in W'.ater for half an i u-r, ;im } aftei-" ai ds j 
jdaeod it, all wet, on the ,,ack of Ins ma-v, tlu* .^aiJfll.J 
above?. Li tw'o hours, slie was .sei/.e(. v.ith a vi.,;, -.t 
diarrlia?a, which continued the whole eveidiig; .ai d the I 
uext morning the m«are seemed to have uotlm^g left ui I 

♦ Tf -i bottle waff taken with the rebt into ' 


us, he uttered a loud shout, saying to his mare, “ Jali 
Jlanira ! to-day it is your turn ;” and he d.arted off like 
a dash of lightning. We pursued him as far as his 
tribe, without coming up to him, astounded at the sw ift- 
ness of his steed, winch was lilo* a bird cleaving the 
air with its wings.” 1 cominiinicatc'd to them the story 
of the f«‘lt-sheet, which astonished tliein not a little, as 
they Iiad not, according to their own statement, ever 
Jieard of a similar piece of w itchcraft. 

A wet‘k after this occurrt'iice, three men came to us, 
on the part of Mchaniia-el-Fadel, bringing with tliem 
camels lor our use, and a letter from the chief, the 
contents of which were as mlfow : — 

“ M(‘hanna-el-Fadel, son of .Melkghem, to Scheik 
Ibrahim ami Abdallah el Kratih, satety ! May the 
morev of (lod he upon you! By (lie arrival of our 
son, Nasser, wo have been inforiniMl of y«tur desire to 
vi.sit us. are w'elcoiui*. You will .slu d a hl(*ssing 

upon 11 ^. I’V.ar notliiiig; yon liave tin* jiroti’ction <if 
(h)d, :ind llu^ word of Mehann.a. Nothing will touch 
you but the ruin of Jieaven. 

(Signed) raiAWv la. FAOia..” 

A .seal was affixed to tlie signature. Tliis letter jiro- 
duced gri'at satisfaction in Scla.ilv Dirahim’s mind. ( )ur 
preparations were soon fiuislu'il ; and tlie nc.\t d;iy, hy 
an i.'arly hour, wc were out of I’almyra. Having 
.arrived at a villagt? w’atered l>y an almndaut spring, W(* 
tilled our le.atlicrn bottles to serve for tlie re.-,t of the 
road. This \illage, calh.al Arak, is four hours from 
I’almyra; we uu*t a great mmiher of lhalouius, who, 
after ]»uttiug cm’tain questions to our conductors, con- 
timual on tlieir way. Aftm* a ten hours' march, the 
]»laiii hefon'iis ap])earcd coveiaal with several liundreds 
of tents, wliicli were those of tlie tribe .Mehaima. Wi* 
entenMl tlie tent of tlie emir, who caused coffee tt> la* 
i^t rvefl tons at three distinct intervals, which, am«mg-.t 
the Bcilouins, is the greati-st ])roof of (‘oiisideraiioii. 
After tile tliird cup, su])p(‘r was brought in, which we 
required to eat in ilu* 'I’urki.sh fashion. It was the lirst 
time we had had this necessity iiiqnised upon us, so we 
did not fail to burn our fingi'rs. .Melianna, having per- 
Ceive<| our iiiishaj), addia'ssed us in the folhoviug strain : 
“ ^'ou are not aceu.stomed to eat like us, eh T’ To which 
.^<*lieik Ihraliim answereil : “ It is very ti'iic, hut why 
d' you not make use of .spiams? It i.s always possible 
to get them, were they hut of wood.” 'J'lie emir rcjilied 
with dignity, “ VVe are Bedouins, and we adhere to the 
usages of ouv ancestors, which in truth we find to ho 
highly ia‘a.s.mahle. 'riu; hand and the mouth arc jiarts 
of our body, which (iod has given as assistants to each 
[ otiier; wl)<*reforc, then, should wa? use a strange com- 
iiiodity, w'lietlier of wood or metal, to get at our inouth.s, 
seeing that the liaiid is naturally fitted for the purpose 

We felt tJiese reasons to he of very great weight ; 
and I could nut avoid remarking to Sclieik Ibrahim, 
that Melianna wa.s the first Bedouin ])hilosopher whom 
we liad met. The following day, the emir had a camel 
killed to regale us ; and f learnt it was a gn^at mark of 
consideration, the Bedouins measuring the importance 
of tiio stranger by tha t of the animal w liicJi tlwyaluy to 
feast him with. 'J’hey coininencc hy a lamb, and finish 
hy a camel. This was the first time? that we had eaten 
tin? fiesli o^ lliib aiiiinai. We found it by no means 
dainty. 
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The Kmii^ Mehanna was a man In his el/^htleth year, 
short, lean, deaf, and shockingly ill dressed. His great 
influence with the Bedouins arises from tho nobleness 
and generosity of his heart, and from his Ixnug the 
chief of a very ancient and very numerous family. He 
is charged by tlie Pacha of Damascus M-itli the escort of 
tho great caravan as far as Mecca, receiving on that 
account twenty-five purses (12,500 piastres), wliich arc ' 
j).aid to him before the de])arturo from Damascus. He 
ijas three sous, Nasser, Faress, and Hamed, all three 
married, and dwelling in the siiine tent with their hitlier. 
'J’his tent is seventy-two fi‘(*t long, and as many wide, 
made of Mack horse-hair cloth, and partitioned into 
three divisions. At the end the provisions are kept, 
and the kiterhen aftairs managed ; the slavi;s also .sleep 
flicro. Tn the middle the women have their abode, to 
which at night the whole family retire. Tlu; front part 
is destined for the men, and it is there they receive 
Rlrang(u*s, it being known under the designation of 
rahha. 

After the expinition of throe days, spent in the 
enjoyment of ])ospitality, we opeiuid onr l>ales and sold 
a great number of articU;s, on the greater })art of which 
we sustainoil a loss more or less oonsi<lerable. 1 could 
not understand this mode of carrying on commerce, 
and J said as much to Scheik Ibrahim. 1 1 is only reply 
was, 1 lave yon then forgot our conditions f * 1 excused 
mysedf, and continued to sell according to his own 
systcTii. 

One dny we perceived fifty horsemen arrive, who, 
stopping outside tlui tents, descended from horsebaek, 
and R(|natt('d themselves on the ground. Tho Emir 
Nasser, who had the chief charge of affairs siiun; his 
father liad beooim^ so deaf, w<‘iit forth to meet them, 
aoeompanied by his cousin, Scheik /amel, and had 
with them a conferenco of two hours, after which tlu‘ 
horsemen remounted aiul ro(h‘ off. Scheik Ibrahim 
felt uneasy at this Tuysterious interview, and was very 
anxious to ascertain its motive. Having luuui at vari- 
ous times witli the women, I took a coral (diaplet and 
ent<'re<l tlie apartnuuit of Naura, the wife of N'asser, to 
offer it to liei*. She accepted it, and presente<l me in 
return witli dates and eolfe«‘. After these reciprocal 
displays of politeness, j came to the object of iny visit, 
.^aying to her, “ I beg you to excuse my iinpurtunily, 
but strangers are curious and timid. 'I’he small ijiian- 
tityof merchandise tluit we ha ve here is the remnant of 
a eonsidi'rahh? Ibrtniu* that <lisasters liave carrknl away. 
The Emir Nasser was a sliort while ago in conference 
with strangers, .iiid as this gives us uiu'asiness, wo would 
wish to know the cause.’’ Naura answered ino as fol- 
lows ; — “I am «[uito willing to satisfy your curiosity, 
hut on condition that you preserve the secret, aiul 
apj)ear as if you know nothing. Learn, Hum, that my 
husband has a groat many cnoniit^s amongst the llo- 
douins, because he InimbU's tln.ir national pride by ! 
extolling the power of tlie Turks. The alliance t)f | 
N.'isscr with the Osmanlis is very displeasing to the i 
H(*dt)iiinH, who abhor Ihi'ni. It is <‘ven conirai’v to tin* 
counsel of his father and the chief men of the tribe, who j 
imirnuir against him. Tlie object of this meeting was 
to concert a plan of attack, ’ro-morrow, they intend to 
assail tlie tribe El 13alfir, to seize upon fhi’ir flocks, and 
to inHiet upon them ail possible mischief'. 1'Iie god of 
battlc!S will give the victory to which side ho p].*ascs, 
but for yourselves you have nothing to b ar.” Having 
returned thanks to Nanra, I j idired, well siitislied at 
having obtained her confidence. 

Sclieik Ibrahim, being infi»rmod by me of all that tho 
wife of the Emir JShisser ha<l dtdi\eved, te!d me that he 
was excessively discontented thereat, adding, “ I sought 
to connect myself with a tvihe hostile to tho Osmanlis, 
and lo ! 1 find myself with a chief allied to them.” I 
did not dare to ask the meaning of these words, but they 
gave me something to think about. 

Towards evening, three liundred horsemen assembled 
outside the encanipmeiit, and departed early in the morn- 
itig, having at their head Nasser, 1 lamed, and Zaincl. 
TMiree days afterwards, a messenger came to announce 
tlieir return. At this intelligence a great number of 


men and women went forth to meet them, and when the 
junction was effected, loud shouts of joy were uttei*ed 
on all sides ; and thus fliey made their triumphal entry 
into the camp, preceded by 1 BO camels taken from tho 
enemy. As soon as they had got off horseback, every 
one begged them to give an account of their exploits. 
Nasser took up the word. “ The day after our depar- 
ture,” said he, ‘‘ we reached about noon the place where 
the herds w'ore feeding the flocks of Daffir, and liaving 
fallen upon them, we carried off 180 camels. The herds, 
having taken to fliglit, gave the alarm to their tribe. 

I detached a part of my troop to conduct our booty to 
the camp by another road. Aruad-Ebn-Motlac (chief 
of the tribe El-DufHr), having attacked us with 300 
horsemen, the fight lasted two hours, and night alone 
separated ns. Each party then returned to liis tribe, 
the cMieiny having lost one of his men, and we having 
two of ours wounded.” 

The tribe of Nasser pr»‘tcnd(’(l to rejoice at bis 
triumph, whilst at bottom they were fm* from approv- 
ing of an nnjiist war, made upon their natural friends 
to please the Osmanlis. Nasser, visiting all the eliiefa 
to r(*late the details of his victory, came also t«) the tent 
of Scheik Ibrahim, and addressed him in Turkish. 
Sclieik Ibrahim observed to him that he only spoke 
Oreek, his mother tongue, and a little Arabic, where- 
upon Nasser eomnu'iieed to extol the language and 
manners of tho 'J’ui-ks, s.ayiiig, that they could never be 
truly great, powerful, and respect(‘d, unle.ss they l;ept 
upon gooil terms with them. “As to myself,” added he, 
“I am more an Osiuanli than a Ucdoiiin.” “Put no 
trust in tho promises of the Turks,” answered Scheik 
Ibrahim, “ nor in their grandeur and iiuigniticencc. 
They flatter you to gain you to flieir side, and to sc?t 
you in enmity to your countrymen, in order to make 
use of you in combating the other tribes. The interest 
of the 'rurkish govi'rnment is to destroy the liedoiiins ; 
an<l not being stnuig enough to do it of itself, it wishes 
to divide and arm you against each other, 'fake earo 
ymi have not cause to repent this some day. 1 gi>e 
you this counsi‘1, as a friend who tak(*s a Jividy interest 
in your welfan*. and because I liave eaten your bread 
aiul partaken your liospitality.” 

Some tiiiu* after tliese evi'iits, Nas.ser received from 
.Siileyman, Pacha of Acre and Damascus, a message to 
conui and receive the investiture of the ehiid' oommand 
in the desert, with tlie title of Prince of the Bedouins, 
This communication intoxicated him with gladness, and 
he instantly set otf for Damascus with ten cavaliers. 

Mehaiina having issued orders for the departure of 
tlio tribe, by sunrise tin* following morning not a single 
tent was to be seen pitched ; the whole were folded up 
and placed on tlu^ backs of camels, aiul the march com- 
menced in the greatest ord'T. Twenty chosen horse- 
nu !i foruu'd the advanced guard, and si*rvcd as scouts. 
'I’licii came the uiiloailed camels and the flocks, followed 
by armed men on liorses or camels, after wliom tho 
women, fliose of the (diiefs, carried in fttruduf/s (a .species 
of palaiupiin), placed on tlie hacks of the tallest camels. 
These haiidags are richly adorned, c.arefully enveloped 
with searlt't eloth, :Aul ornami'iited with various-coloured 
fringes ; they contain two females with great ease, or a 
Wiunan and sevei;il children, 'fhe women and children 
of an inb'vior rank came immediately afti’r them, seated 
on tho tents, rolled up in the tVirm of cushions, and 
place<i on tlu? camels. The loaded camels, with the 
Iciggage and provisions, were behind. The march was 
closed by tin* Kmir JMehanna, iiKmnted on a dromedary, 
on .account of his great age, .surrounded by his slaves, 
warriors, and servants, wlio inarched on foot. We 
could iu>t siiflieiently admire the celerity and order 
with which the departure of 8000 or BOitO pei'soiis was 
tliu.s ettected. Scheik Ibrahim and i were on horse- 
back, sometimes in front, sonu?timcs in the centre, or 
lu.ir to Mehannn. We marched ten hours without 
intermission. At three in the afternoon the order of 
the march was suddenly arrested ; tho Ih'douins dis- 
persed into a fine plain, jumped to the ground, stuck 
their lances in it, and fastened their horses to them ; 
the women ran on all sides, and pitched the tents near 
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thehr husbands* horses. Thus, as if by enchantment, 
we found ourselves in a sort of town, as largo as f Jama., 
The women alone had tlie office of fixing and taking' 
down the tents, and they porfonned the matter with a 
surprising address and rapidity. Tlit^y in general exe- 
cute all the labours of the encampment, the men tend- 
ing the flocks, and killing and flaying the animals for 
food. The costume of the wonuiii is very simple ; a 
large blue chemise, a black luashlu, and a sort of scarf 
of black silk, which covt'rs tlio head, is tied in two folds 
round the neck, and falls down the buck. They liavc 
nothing in the shape of shoes, except tho wives of the 
scheiks, who wear short yellow boots. Their ambition 
and luxury lie in possessing a great number of bracelets 
of glass, cohis, coral, and amber. 

TJic plain where wo stopped was called El-Makram, 
and it was not far distant from Hama. It was rathirr 
an agreeable spot, the rich pasturage rendering it very 
fitting for the sojoium of the Antbs. 

On the fourth day wo had an :ilarm. At four in the 
afternoon the herds canuj in perfectly dismayed, crying 
out, ‘‘To arms! the enemy has seized upon our flocks!” 
It was the tribe El Daftir, which, watcliing tho oppor- 
tunity to revenge itself on Nasser, liad sent a thousand 
horsemen to carry off tho flocks at the beginning of 
night, so as to give no tinie for the pursuit. Our men, 
having t'xpected an attack, wcr(^ prepartnl ; hut it was 
first necessar}’^ to discover on which sid(i tlie* enemy was 
to bo pursued. Four men got oif their horses, took 
opposite directions, and falling flat on the ground, with 
their ears on tlie surfac(?, thus heard at a groat distance 
the steps of the plunderers. The niglit was over before 
they could he reached; hut in the morning, the troop 
of Hassnd* having come up with them, jdimnl battle. 
After a light of four hours, the half oi' the flock was 
retaken, hut 500 camels n uiaiued in the hands of tho 
tribe El Duffir, We had ten men killed and several 
wounded. Upon their return, tho tribe was in a via*y 
afflicted state ; t!ie Bedouins murintirt d, accusing the 
caprice and vajiity of Nasser for all that had happened. 
Mohamia sent a courier to his son, who immediati ly 
returned from Damascus, accompanied l)y a chokre(lar,f 
to impose on the mliuls of the Arabs. On his .arrival 
he caused a letter from the pa(.‘ha to he read, coiiehod 
in these terms : — “ We make known to all the emirs 
and scheiks of the trilujs of tlui desert, great and small, 
encamped on the territory of Damascus, that we liavt; 
nominated oiir son, Nasser Ehn Mehanna, emir of all 
the AnazeHj.'J: enjoining tlunn to obey him. Tho trihe 
which shall he wretched enough lo show itself r<‘helIious, 
will he destroyed by onr victorious troops, ainl, by way 
of example, its flocks will he slaughtered, and the uouieii 
delivered u}) t(j the soldiers. Such is onr will. 

(Signed) hioLKVMAN, Dacha of JJamaseus aiid Acre.*’ 

Nassi r, jmoud of liLs new dignity, was never .satibiied 
with tin; reading of this ordina/ico, and aflect«*d to 
talk Turkihlj witli theoflicer of the pacha, which greatly 
augmented the ire of the Bedouins. One day, vvlum 
we wen; beside liiin, a very handsome young man .ar- 
rived, named Zarrak, the chief of a*iieighhouriiig trihe. 
Nasser, according to custom, spoke of his noniiiiatioii, 
vaunted tlie grandeur and power o** the t’aclia of 
Damascus and the SuHan of Cojistantiiiople, who has 
the long sabn:.^ Zarrak, who li.stenod to Jiim Avitli 
impatience, changed colour, rose up, and said, “ Nasser- 
learn that all the Bedouins tietest thee. Jf thou 
art dazzled by the magiiijlccneo of tlie Turks, go to 
Damascus, and deck thy I'oreiiead witli tlie camik; 
become minister to the ])ac}ia, dwell in his palace, and 
then jierhaps thou wilt impress terror on tho .Damas- 
cenes; but as lor us Bed*: inns, wo tliink no more of 
thee, thy pacha, and th^ suli.m, ^ ’* mu a hall of camel- 
dung, 1 shall proceed to tl- t. iii!..r‘- of jl-igdad, 

•y The nPTne of tho tribe of Mchuniia. 

t A grand oflicor of the pachu. ? u douln.s of the - .cfeci t 

§ The Arab expression to «lt!signate an CAt. ndrd inif^n. 
fl Tho kitlc of a luikibh lalioei'i aiul a iiiunc of xi^ion for a 
Bcxlouiji. 

^ The turban ' v'creai' iiy .a-n ])j' ih;; T:irl-.>;, 


where I will meet the Drayhy,* Ebn Chahlan, to whom 
I will join myself.” 

Nasser, growing pale with rage in his turn, translated 
this speech into Turkish for the benefit of the chokro- 
dar, who thought by violent menaces to strike terror into 
the soul of Zarrak. But the latter, regarding him with 
a haughty mien, said to him, “ You have said enough ; 
although you have Nasser at your side, I could, if I 
were so disposed, take care that you never again ate 
bread.” Notwithstanding those offensive expressions, 
all three kept their temper from any actual outbreak ; 
and Zarrak, remounting his horse, said to Nasser, 
Salem aleik (I salute thee); put forth all thy power, 
I am ready for thee.” This defiance caused Nasser 
considerable annoyance ; hut he did not the less perse- 
vere ill his alliance with the Turks. 

On the following day, wo learnt that Zarrak had 
dep.^rted with his tribe for the district of Geziri, and 
all on sides we licard nothing hut of comhinations of the 
Bedouins against Nasser. Mehaima, being informed 
of what was going forw ard, called his son, and addressed 
him in these words : “ Nasser, will you then break tho 
pillars of the tent of Mclkghem?” — and, grasping his 
beard with his hand, “ Do you wish,” he continued, “ to 
make this heard he despised at the dost) of my days, and 
tarnish the reputation that 1 have acquired ? Unfor- 
tunate youth ! You have not invoked the name of God ! 
What 1 foresaw', lias haiipencd. All the tribes are pro- 
ceeding to unite tliemselves with the Drayliy. What 
shall hecome of us then ? There will remain nothing 
for us hut to humble ourselves hi'fore Ehn Sihon(l,t 
that t'liemy of our race, who styles himself king of tlu; 
Bedouins, lor he alone can defend us from the terrible; 
Drayliy.” 

Nasser endeavoured to calm his father’s ai»preli(‘ij- 
sions, assuring Jiim that tlu'ir affairs were not so des- 
perate as lie feared, llowevi r, tin; Be<lonins heg:m 
to take part wdth eitlier the om* or tin; other, hut the 
greatest nnmlier hearkened to the father, who was in 
their true inten'sts. 

Sclieik Ihrahini grew' very discontented. He was 
anxious to penetrate fartlier into the. desert, and to ad- 
vance tuwar«Is Bag*iad, yet he foiiml himself fettered to 
a tribe wliicli rcnnained hetwe' ii Dainasetis aiul Horn.'. 
He was thus losing all tin; summer, being iiuahle to 
! remove hut at the ptTil of his lift*. He instructed me 
to obtain information toueliing the Dniyliy, to g« t a 
knowledge of his cliaracter, t<> h arn tin; places w here 
ho j>a.ssed tin; summer, where he ri'liia-d in tin; winter, 
if lie received strangers, and a tlum.^aml other particu- 
lars. He charged me to he extremely careful in 
gathering information. 

It was dillieult togi't .at these details witliout awalvi ii- 
ing suspicious. I eonsidered it neci’ssary to find senu' 
one who was not of tlio tribe El Hassnc^ At last I 
succeede<l in fiuTiiing an acquaintance with a per.-fui 
named Abdallah t l ('hahvii (tlie pm t). Knowing that 
poets were sought after by the gri.at, 1 interrogatt'd 
liini as to all the tribes w hieli he had visited, and 1 
’ rnt with pleasure that he had been a long time at 
the court of the Drayhy. 1 ohtaiiied from him all the 
particulars I could desire. 

Guo d y, Nasser made mo write to the Scheik ol 
.Sa»hlud, and to that of (.’orietain, to dmnand from t'ach 
a thousand piastres and six inashlas. This claim is 
I called the claim of fraternity. It is an aiTaiigeiueih- 
between the .scli(;iks of villagi^s and the more powerful 
Bedouin chiefs, to jirotect tin; former against tin* 
ravages of the other tribes. It is an .annual tax. These 
wretclied villages .are mined in c*)nteutiiig then.’ t'vo 
tyrants, tlie Bedouins and tho Turks. 

♦ The destroyer of Turks. 

t Kbn Sihouil commands a million and a half of Bedouins. Il« 
reigns- over tho ooun trios of IJorbio, Modydo, Samarcand, llygiivs. 
uudZamos, or Zamcn. .Theso jicoplo call tboniBolvea Wahabite!-- 

The iJetlouins of Persia, comniatided by tho Emir Sahid el 
Pclimbn am .ipw'ards of a million. 

Thest;, tuMed tu tho tribes of Bagdad, Bassorali, Mosopotaniiin 
and Horan, of which 1 have made the ceusus, givo u wandcriuii 
laHiulativu of four miiliwiiti of aouls 





Melianna had a fraternity with all the villages in the 
territories of Damascus, Homs, and llama, which 
produced him a revenue of about 50,000 piastres. The ; 
Pacha of Damascus paid liim 12,500, and the towns of 
Homs and Hama furnished liini besides with a certain 
quantity of wheat, rice, confections, and stuffs. The 
small tribes brouglit him butter and cheese. Notwith- 
standing all that, ho never had any money, and was 
generally in debt, which was a matter of surprise to us, 
as he had no expenses to incur. Wo learnt that ho gave 
ull in gifts to the most renowned warriors, whether in 
his own tribe or in others, and that ho tlius made a 
powerful party for himself. Ho was always very shab- 
bily dressed ; and when lio received a fine pelisse, or any 
other object, as a present, he gave it to the persoji who 
was near him at the moment. Tlie liedouiii proverb, 
which says that “generosity covers all faults,’’ was 
found verified in Mehanna, whose liberality alone made 
Nassiir be tolerated. 

Shortly after this event, wo went to encamp three 
hours from the Oroiites, upon a territory called El 
Zididi, where sovoral small springs gushed, 

Mchanna, having gone one day with ten horsemen 
to pay a visit to the Agaof Homs, returned loaded with 
gifts from all the merchants, wlio keep on good terms 
with him, because, whenever he is dissatisfied with 
tln'in, he iiiterta'pts their trade by plundering the cara- 
vans. Immediately after his rt turn, Nass»‘v dcparti d 
upon an <‘Xpcdilion against llio tribe Abdelli, coni- 
mainh'd by the Emir El Doghiani, and encamped near 
I'almyra on two rmiin.'iices of equal dimensions, calk'd 
I'iklain (tln^ bosom). He returned in three days, bring- 
ing with Inm led eanudsand iKH) sheep. In tliis alkiir 
wt; liad lost three men, ami llu; horse of Zamcl ha<l 
b«'en killed under liini. In cuinponsatioii we had laki u 
llireo mares, slain ten rm ii, ami wounded twenty, (u 
spite r>r tliis rucfess, tin; IJedouins were indignant at 
till' bad faitli <»(' Nassi r, who hud no inolive for aijg< r 
against that tribe. 

' On all sides tin.y wen* eoiicertlng with tlie Drayliy 
for the destruetien‘(.f tin; trii>e kl liassiie. 1 iiti lligeiice 
of this mattrr Jiaslng eoine to the ears ol ilie hinii* 
Houhi, cliief el‘ tin? trlijj Would Ali, a rc-lation ami 
intliiialo Irieml of .Meliuniia, and nnIiu, well as liiiii- 
.sclf, had to cseoi't tin; gr<Mt earavaii, he arriv«-d one 
4lay with thij’ty inn'seim'n to a[>J)l■i^e liim <d tlui danger 
wliieli menaced him. The primapal people ef iJic tribe 
Avoiit out to meet Moulii. \V In ii la.' had l UtereJ tln^ 
tent, Jllehaima or.iered cofkv', but llie <'mir stopped 
liim, saying, “■ iMeliaim::, iky eollee is already <lruiik ! 

I eomc here m illn r :o eat iim- to drink, but ratber to 
1‘i‘i.ilv to tlieetliat ilie eoiiduet ot thy son .Nasser^Paclia 
(ke gave him tliis tit*e in (k'l’ision) is tlrav ing destruction 
upon thee and lliine. Know tliat all tlie iJedouins have 
formed a b ague, and are abent to deeiaro against tliee 
var to tlu! death.'’ Melianna, idianging colour, ex- 
claimed, “ Well, ait thou salivfied, Nasser.' — thou wilt 
b(; the last of the race of Me'lkgljeiu !” 

Hut Nasser, far rroin yielding, au'^werod ied lie 
would niak(' head against all the lledouins, and lliathe 
would have the* aid of (tsmaiilis, as wv'll as that 

of Moka Ismael, chief of tin* Kurdish eavairv, ivliii-h 
b<;ars thctechako. Donhi p ss(m 1 the night in eTsleavenr- 
ing to turn Nasstu' from liia projects, without snee'eediiig 
in doing so. TIio following clay be deparred, uttering 
tbeso words — My coiiscieiie.o forbids me to unite 
myself with you. kclatioiiship^ and tlie bread that we 
have eaten togetlior, jvicvent me from declaring war 
against you. Adieu ! £ quit you with soi row.” 

From this tiiin.', wa felt our reside; iCo with the 
Bedouins far from conil’ortaMe. We could not leave 
them, for every body that removial from tbc tents met 
an imtinu'ly emk 'fherc were incessant at lacks on us 
from one side or another— continual changes of encamp- 
ment without a moment’s notice, to obtain a luoro se- 
cure position — a contimu'.d series of riiarrue r*,'|>risals, 
and disputes between Mebanna and liis son ; but .he 
old anan was of so kind and croduUut.s a disprsition, 
that Nasser never failed to convince that be was quite* 
right in all he did. 


A thousand instances o£ his simplicity were related 
to us. Amongst others was tho following :-^Being at 
Damascus whilst Yousouf Pacha, grand vizier of the 
Ottoman empire, held his court there on hia return 
from Egypt after the departure of the French, Me- 
hanna presented himself before him like all the other 
chiefs, but, being ill instructed in the matter of Turkish 
etiquette, he accosted him without any ceremony after 
tho familiar fashion of the Bedouins, and seated him- 
self on tho divan by the side of the vizier, without being 
invited to that honourable proximity. Yousouf, not 
bc-'ing very learned in tlie usages of tho Bedouins, and 
ignorant likewise of the station of the littlo sliabby- 
looking old man who treated him so familiarly, gave 
orders tliafc lie should bo led from tlio presence, and 
have lii.s licad chopped off. The .slaves took him by tho 
arms, and were prc jiariiig to execute upon Mehaiina 
the ineasuro of the command, when the Pacha of 
Damascus lifted up liis voice aloud, exclaiming, “ Stop I 
what are you about i If a hair of his head fall, you 
will never be able, with all your power, to send another 
caravan to IMeeca.” 'J’iio vizier, being thus admouished, 
hastened to have him brought back and nfinstated by 
his side, presented him with coffee, and had him decked 
out in his presence with a Cashemirc turban, a rich 
gombaz (robe), and a pelisse of honour, bestowing on 
him, at the same time, lOOO piastres. Mebanna, in 
consequence of bis deafness, and bis ignorance of tho 
Turkish kiiiguage, did not understand any thing that 
liad p.as.s(Ml, bii^ taking off his lino clothes, he gave them 
to three of liis slaves who accomjianicd him. Tho 
vizier caused him to be asked, through the medium of 
a dragoman, if be were displeasi'd with his present. 
McJianna answ’t red — “ Tt'll the vizier of the sultan that 
we Bedouins do not seek to distinguish ourselves by 
rieh garments. I am not wcdl dressed, but all the 
Bedouins know' me ; they are well awaro that 1 am 
Ab.hanna ol Fadel, son of Melkgliem.” The pacha, 
studious not to irritate* liiin, alft.'eled to smile, and be 
luucb deliglited with bis frankness. 

At lenglli the summer was over. In tho month of 
October the tribe was in the iieighbourliood of Aleppo. 
Afv heart beat to llud myself so near my birth-place, 
blit, according to slijiiilatiun, I was debarred from 
giving any jiiteliigt'uce of mysidf to my relatives. 
Sclieik Ibraliini h it desirous to pass the winter at 
Damascus; lunvevc'r, no Bedouin dur.^t conduct us 
tluTC. We succeeded, after a great deal of ditficiilty, 
in getting ourselves escorted as lar as the village called 
.Sogdieiie (tlie Hot), two days’ journey from Aleppo. Tho 
hospitable inkubiiants disputed amongst themsidves for 
the pleasure of eiitertaiiiiug us. A natural hot bath has 
given till: luinu* to the village; and the superior beauty 
of the natives is prolmbly owing to tho goodness of its 
iiii .eral wati-rs. From’ tlu re we regained Palmyra 
with sunns tiillieuliy, which was compensated by the 
satisfaction of seeing .Sclieik Uagial onco more. Having 
passed a lortuiglit with our friends there, we set off for 
Fol'irtain, where ^ciieik Selim and tlio priest Moussi 
w'elcomed us with real kindness. They were never 
weary of iisteiiliig to oiir storites concerning tho 
Bedouins, d’o ibeir friendly questions as to the situa- 
litui of our affairs, Scheik IJ.rahim answered by saying 
that our .spueulation went on wo.nder fully well, and that 
we had gaim'il more' than wi' e.vpoctod; but the fact 
was sadly tin* reverse, for, what wdth los.se.s and pre- 
sents, we" h;ui iiotljiug left but tho merchandise depo- 
sited with Moussi. A\ e piussed thirty days at Corietaiii 
organising our departure, 'fho winter was rapidly 
ad\am*ing, and no person would provide us w ith beasts 
of burden, as it was the general opinion we should lie. 
plundered on tho route. At last t^eheik Ibrahim bought 
a miserable horse, 1 hired an ass, and, in detestable 
wi'.atlier, w itli a chilly blast, w'e departed, aceompaiiied 
by lour men on foot, for the village of Dair Antic, lu 
four liour.s w'e arrivinl at a defile, betwei ii two moun- 
tains, called Beni el (lebelain. At tins spot twenty 
Bodouin-s on horseback pounced upon us. Our con- 
I duciors, far from ilefeiiding us, concealed their mirskets, 
I and remained quiet spectators of t>ni' disinter. Iho 
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Bedcmins stripped us, leaving us but a shirt a-pieco. grow, get dressed like them, and practise their nsnges 
We implored death at their hands, rather than to be Ask me for no explanation ; recollect our stipulations.’* 
thus laid bare to the cold. At length, touched witJi our “ May God give us strength !” was my only answer, 
lamentable state, they had generosity enough to give Twenty times 1 was on the point of abandoning an 
us each a gombaz. As to our cattle, they wei*o animals enterprise, all the perils of which 1 plainly perceived, 
of too sorrowful an aspect to tempt them. As, indeed, without recognising the object to be gained. This forced 
they could ilrag their legs but .slowly onw’ards, they silence and blind submission wore irritating in tho 
W'ould only have impeded their progress. extreme. However, the desire to arrive at the re.snlt, 

We resumed our route in sadiie.ss. Q’lie night closed and my attachment for M. Lascaris, induced me to bo 
in upon u.s, tlie cold increased in severity, and shortly patient. 

took from us the power of speech. Our teeth chattered, At the time fixed upon, Hottall arrived with two 
our eyes grew red, and our eh€MdvS Idue. After some guides, and three camels, and we took our de2)arture 
time I fell to the ground, frozen and fuintiug. Seheik on the 1.5th JM arch 1811, one year and twonty-oight 
Ibrahim made despairing gestures to the guide.s, with- days after our first exit from Ale})po. The tribe was 
’ out being able to speak to them. One of them, a Syrian in a place called Misarib, three days* journey from 
Christian, took pity uj»on me, and ujion the grief of i)ama.scus. Nothing remarkable haj>])en('d to ns on 
Seheik Ibrahim, llo knocked down the horse, also the road. ^Ve passed tho nights with a brilliant star- 

balf-dead with cold and fatigue, beat out his brains, light, and the third day at sunset we wt'n^ in the 

ripped up his belly, and pushed me into it, with only middle of the eneain])ni{Mit of Would Ali. The aspect 
iny head out. At the end of half an hour I came to my of it was very agreeable ; each tent w'as siirromided by 
senses, and was much sui’prised at feeling myself resu.s- horses, camel.s, goats, and sheep, with the lance of the 
eitated, and discovering my.self in such a position. The cavalier fixed at the entrance. The tent of the Cinir 
heat restored me tho use of my tongue, and I returned Douhi was pitclied in tho centre ; he received us w'iili 

many thanks to Ibrahim and the good Arab. I found all possible kindness, and made us take supper with 

my courage revive, and was ablt' to walk. Shortly after him. He is a iiuiii of intellect, ecpially feared and lovc'd 
our guides exclaimed, “ Thcre’.s the village!” and we by his people. He connnands .50(^0 tents, ami three 
entered the first lioiise w’c came to. It was that of a tribes wbieli are joined under liis sway; to wit, Benin 
blacksmith, named Hanna el Bitar. He took the most Sakhrer, K1 Serluian, .'ind El Sardit\ He divides his 
lively interest in our situation, hastened to cover us warriors into compaiiit^s or detachments, eacrh com- 
both with eamel’s dung, and administered to us, droj) by inanded by one of his own I’elatioiis. 
drop, a little wine. Having thus infused some anima- The Bedouins are very fond of liearing tales afld* 
tion into our bodies, be removed us from our stove, put supper. Tht; following is one which the emir related (o us. 
us to bod, and made us drink a ])alatablc soup. After It is interesting, from exhibiting the extreme attaeh- 
a repose that was indispensable to recruit ns, we offeeted inent w'liieh they liave for their horses, and the pride 
a loan of 200 piastres to j)ay our guides ami jn*occed to they feel in their <|iialities. 

Damascus, whore we arrived on the 28d December 1810. A man of bis tribe, namt'd (iiabal, bad a veryfamous 

M. Chabassin, a Ereneli physician, the only Frank who marc. 11 assad- Pacha, then pacha of Damaseus, m;nlc 
was in Damascus, received ns into Ids bouse ; Init as him at various )>eriodH all imaginable otb'rs for it, Vnit 
we had to pass t)?c winter in that city, wo afterwards nselt‘ssly, for a Bedouin loves Ids liorst* as much as liis 
took U]> our quarters in the liuzarist Convent, wliieh vvife. The paelia at last used im naces, wJneli were 
was forsaken. CM|ually unavailing, llowt'ver, another iiedoidn, named 

I will not describe the eelelu’ntcd city of Scliam,* Giafar, liaving come t(» him and asked him wliat, ho 
(Dama.scUH), that gate of glory (Bah(>l ( ’alibt^, as the woidd give if he produced him Giab;d\s mare, the pacha 
Turks call it. Our long resideuc<? enabled u.s to obtain answered, “ .1 wdl fill tliv barley -puke with g<*ld,” fiu* 
a thorough know ledge of it, but it has been too often Hassad j«)oked uj»on Ids ill success as a jiei-stmal affront, 
visited by traveller.s to ofi’er any thing new. 1 return Tliis matter having got wind, (iiahal, for greati’i* s(*- 
to my recital. curity, fastened an lrt>n ring rouiul the b tloek of his 

One day being at the bazaar, passing tin? tinu* in tin? lior.se, and ultaehe<l a chain to it, w Ideh at night lieti\('<l 
Turkish fashion, a Bedouin caun* running up to us and to a stake in tin? ground, uiideriieatli the felt-slieid w Ideh 
^embraced us, saying, ‘Mlo you not know yuur brother stTve<l him and Ids wife for a bed. in the de;id of 
Hettall, who has eaten your bread at Nouarat el Nah- uiglit, (iiafar penetrated into Ids tent on liis liainls and 
man f” Deligliteil at the meeting, we conducted him to knees, and, sliding in between (JialKil and his wife. In? 
ourabotle ; ami liaving .sufficiently regaled and iiiterro- gently pushed away, first the f*m* and then tlu' other; 
gated him, we learnt tliat tin? affairs of the tribe ilu.ssiie the liusband, believing himself ]nished by Ids wife, and 
were far from pros}>erous, and tliat tlie league against J^he by lier husband, eaeli of them made room. Tlieii 
it was becoming every day more fornddabie. Hettall tiiafar, with a well-sharped knife, cut a liole in the felt, 
informed us that be was of the trilie of Would Ali, the drew up tlie stake, loos(?ned tin? mare, mounted her, 
chief t)f which, Dould, was known to us. d'lds tribe und taking Giahal’s lam?e, gavi.* him a slight prick, 
passes the winter in tlie districts of Sarka and Balka ; <’n'ing out, ‘‘ It is I, (da far, w ho Inue taken thy tine 
it <?xtends from the country of Ismael to the Dead Sea, u* re — 1 give thee m>ti(?(‘.” And he rod*’ off. (iiahal 
and returns to Horan in the .spring* He proposed that •''piang out of tin* tent, annised the liors(*men, jump*'d 
we should visit it, answering for our safety, and pro- upon Iii.s brotln.T’.s mare, and jmrsued ( I ia far for four 
inising us a good market for our inereha ‘lis**. Having hours, d’l ■? l)rt)tlier's mar*? was of tho same bleed 
accept e*d his olh?r, it was agreed he should come and as Ids own, although not as good. Cliitstrippiiig all 
seek us in the month of March. tin* others, In* was on tin? point of corning up to (iia- 

Seheik Ibrahim, having received from A]e]>po a far, when in* cried out to him, “ Pincli the right ear, 
remittance of a t)iou.san(l tal laris, by means of M. (Jhu- ‘Uid give a stroke of tin? sjmr.” (iiafar did so, and 
bas.sin, instructed me to make fresh purchases. W'hen <larU*d ofi'likt? a fliunderbolt. Furtlier pursuit becanio 
they were effected, 1 sl'*twed them to him, .asking him ihvji useless, as the distance between tliein grew evi'ry 
if anything would rc.rnain tw ns on our retip-in “ Aly moment greater. The other Bedouins repr’oached 
dearson,’’ he replied, th« a<*f;uaiutain?f! of each chief (iiahal for being bimsi'If the cause of tho loss of his 
of a trilu? is 'worth more to me than all our wares. He mare.* “ I prefer,” aiiswen'd In*, ‘‘to los<? lier rather 
tranquil ; yon also shall have yom if-ward in moin*y than to tarnish her r(?pul;ition. Do yqu think 1 would 
and fame. You will be r« .lown. .! '.‘i y\»ar ige, I-, t in lot it be said in the tribe VV'ould Alif that anotliermaro 
the itciim 1 must know aii the liitMv :uid tlieir clue*-- Every Bedouin aceustomn fiis horso to n sign, which make?! 
1 reckon upon your assistance? m reaching the Drayhy , uim put fortti all his ffo only makes use? of it in a press- 

and to accoinpliS-i that, it is absolutely uec s-s-iry lha' ing emergi ucy, end never imparts tho bccret to anyone, not even 
^ou pa{*S for a Hedoum. Therefore lei ye e; beard Lisbon. 

1 The horses of this tribe have the highest reputation amongst 
Jt' S< iium fcigni/ie.s tlie sun. the BedouinM. 
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had surpassed miuol I have at least the satisfaction 
of knowing tlmt none other was ever able to compete 
with her.*' He returned home with this consolation, 
and Giafar received the reward of his address. 

Another related to us, that in the tribe of Ncgdc, 
there was a luare equally renowned as that of Giabal, 
and that a BcMlouin of another tribe, named Daher, 
was incited with a desire approaching to inadness to 
possess luT. Having in vain oiTered for her his caniel.s 
and all lie possessed, he conceived tlie design of dyeing 
Ins face with tlie juice of an herb, clothing himself in 
rags, binding hi.s limbs like those of a crijiple, and in 
this plight lying in wait for Nabee, the owner of the 
jnare, in a road which lui knew' he must pass. When 
Ik; came near, he said to him in a feeble tone, “ I am 
a poor stranger, and for three days I have been unable 
to crawl from here to seek food. 1 am on the point of 
death — succour nn; ; God will reward you.*' 

Tin? IJedouiii proposed to take him on his horse anil 
carry him home with him ; but the rascal answered, 

“ I cannot g<?t up, 1 have no strength to iiiove/’ The 
other, full of eonq»assion, deseiuuled from his mare, 
drew her up to him, and w ith great labour set him upon 
her. As soon as in; ftrlt liimself in the saddle, he stuck 
his he<‘ls in her tlank.s, and the mare bounded olf. As 
lie went away he exclaimed, “It is Halier who has 
mounted and seized upon your mare.” 

The master of the horse (*ntreated him to listen for 
a mommit. Sure of not lH;ing pursued, he returned, 
and stopped at a little distance, for Nabec was armed 
with his lance. He sai<l to him, “ Thou ha.st taken my 
mare. Since it is tin; will of God, I wish th(!e pro- 
sperity; hut 1 conjure thee never to tell any one now 
tln>u hast o])taiii('d her.” “ And why T’ askcnl Daher. 
“ Jlecausi! some other might he r«'ally ill, and lying 
without aid,” answered Nahee; — “ thou wouldst he tlie 
cause of no oiu' ever again doing a siiigl«* act of charily, 
for fear <»f Ix'ing duped like; me.” Struck with the.su 
words, Daher reftcetc'd a monu'iit, got oil* tlie man', 
restored luT to her owiu'i*, and <'uil»raci‘d him. Naheit 
cojidiictisl iiim to his tent, and they nniiaiiit'd togetln r 
three days, having swuni a lautual friendship or hrotlier- 
1100 . 1 . 

Sclieik Ihrahim was enchanted with these tales, which 
gav<‘ him an insight, into the charaet.'r and g<*n(Toiis 
spirit of the Ihslouins. \\'e foim.l the trih.* of Doiilii 
to )»<• mor.' w.'altliy and le.s.s grasping than that of Me- 
hanna. d’lieir hur.ses wm; intiiiilely su[i<'i’i(.u\ We 
remained I'lfteeii (lavs amongst them. Seluak Dirahim 
iiiaile ])resent^^ to all the chit'fs, and sold some arlieles 
to tlie w.niieii, to keep up the cliarack'r .d’ a nierehaiit. 
We afterwards departed to visit the tlire.; tributary 
.sclu'iks of the I'hiiir Doulii. 

Seheik Ihrahim told no', that lie liad no other inte- 
rest ill remaniing amongst tlu’M; ruMloiiiiis, tliaii that 
of alfording me ojijiorluiiilii’s of studying luon' minutely 
their language and iiianiuTs; that it helioved iiini, on 
aeeoiint .d’ his own hi(,sini'ss, to get to the tents o*’ the 
Drayhy, hut that 1 should tak.* advantage of our ear- 
aiuong.st all these triln's, to put down exact notes of 
1 heir names and nuiiilier.s, for these matters were im- 
portant for him to know. 

Their niaijner tif speaking I - very difllcult to ac.juire, 
even tor an Arab, although it is tluj siieic language at 
hottom. I applied myself to tin; task with success. 1 
thus ol^tained, in the course of our long 'ravels, tin; 
names of all the sclieiks, and the census of all the trihc.s, 
a thing that no one had previously been able to accoiii- 
jilisli. 

When the trib.'s are iiuniorou.s, tiny are frcincntly 
obliged to divide themselves into detacliineuts of from 
‘JOO to oOO tents, and to sjiread over a large space, in 
order to procure wat.'r and pasturage for their Hocks. 
AV'o wont through all tlie encampments in succession, 
wliilst waiting to tiud means to get ourselves conducted 
to the Drayhy, wlio was at war witli all tho'-e in the 
territory of Damascus. Wo were every wliei-o receive* 
with great cordiality. 

Ill one of the tribes was a poor widow, who orfered 
us ho.spitality. In order to regale us, she killed her 


last sheep, and borrowed some bread. She informed 
us that her husband and her three sons had been killed 
in the war against the Wahabites, a very powerful tribe 
in the neighbourhood of Mecca. Having testified to her 
our astonishment that she should despoil herself on our 
account, she said, “ lie who enters the dwelling of a 
living person, and eats not, is as if he visited a corpse.** 
A tribe, already become considerable, had been 
formed in the following manner. A Hedouiii had a 
very beautiful daughter, whom the chief of the tribe 
asked in marriage, hut he would not grant her to him, 
and ill order to e.scapc his importunities, he secretly 
departed witli all his family. Tlie seheik, inquiring 
what had become of him, some one answered him, 

“ >S'«mA” (ho has gone ofi'). “ Srrhan *’ * (he is a wolf), 
remarked the chief, meaning by that he was a savage. 
From that time, the tribe of which this Bedouin became 
thechu;f, has always been called tin; tribe El-Serhaan.f 
When individual l>i;d(mins are valiant and have good 
horses, they render themselves powerful in a sliort 
time. 

Wc at length learnt the arrival of the Drayhy in 
Mesopotamia. At this period, Seheik Ihrahim w'as 
obliged to go to Damascus in search of goods and cash, 
ill both of which we were woefully deficient. We there 
got acquainted w'itli a Bedouin of a tribe on the borders 
of the Euphrates, whieh had preserved a neutrality in 
the alfair of Nasser. This Bt'douin, named Gazeiis-el- 
llamad, had <?ome to Damascus, w ith some others, to 
sell butter. He undertook to carry our mcrchaiidise 
upon his camels, and to conduct us to the Drayhy ; but 
alas! we were di;stiiii'd not to get there so easily. Wc 
had scarcely arrived at Corietaiii, to recover our goods 
left there in dejM)sit, when we r.u'eived tlu* news of a 
victory gained by Zaher, son of the Drayliy, over Nasser, 
so that tin; war was renewed with double violence. All 
tin; tribes [iroiioiineed themsedves for one party or the 
other. That of Salkeli, the tribe of our conductor, had 
been attacked by ilu; Drayhy, who piirsin;.! liis advan- 
tages with imri'lenling fury, and no person durst ven- 
ture to cross tin; dc'sert. M. Jaiscaris was in despair. 
He could no longi'v eat or sleep, and, irritated to the 
last extrmnity at finding liimself thus stopped in his 
proj(;cts, he heeaiiie ill-linmoureil towards me. Then 
j .said to him, “ It is now' time to come to an explana- 
tion. If you wish to ri'ach the camp of the Drayhy for 
the purpose of tlriving trade, the enterprise is insane, 
and 1 refuse to follow you. If you have othei projects 
and motives, siillieient to imluci* you to ex])ose your 
life, explain them to me, and you will find me ready to 
.sacrilice mys.'lf for your service.” “ Well, my dear 
son,” he answered, “ I w ill open myself to you. Know, 
then, that eomm.Tee is luily a pretext to conceal a 
mission which lias he.'U imposed upon me at Paris. See 
niy le aruetions, di\ided into tt'ii lieads : — 

1st, To de})art from I’aris for Aleppo. 

•Jd, There to seek a faithful Arab, and attach him to 
im* as a dragoman. 

:hI, To perfect myself in the language. 

•Jlh, To go to Palmyra. 

Atli, 'I’o peuetrati^*amungst the Bedouins. 

Gth, 'l\> get ac.piaiiited with all the chiefs, and gain 
their friond.>.hi|». 

7th, To uiiite them in one cause. 

})th, 'I’o induce them to break all compact with the 
Osiiiaiili.s. 

•Oth, To reconnoitre the whole desert, as to the haH- 
ing places Avliere waU'r and jiasturage are to be found, 
as far as ilie frontiers of India. 

loth, To return into Europe, safe and sound, after 
having accomiilished my mission.” 

And w hat then i” 1 asked. But ho told me to Im 
silent. “ Uemeinber our conditions,” said he ; ** 1 w ill 
inform you of all in good time. At present, it is .'iioiigh 
fur you to know that I will reacli tlu; camp of tlio 
Drayhy, if I must there lay down my life.’’ 

This half confidence troubled me, and prevented me 
* Tliis is a play on words ditficult to trandato. Stiah siguilica 
departed, serhan signifies u wolf* 
t The tribe of the Wolf 



190 


LAMARTINES 


from ddepmg. To pcreeivo almoftt insumonntablo you bo beforelianrl. It Ja impossiblo for ub to remam 
difAculties, and to have only a confused idea of the here, for, if we pass the night, wo must stay all to- 
adyantages to bo produced by my devotednesa, was a morrow likewise ; thus cmr provisions will bo exliausted, 
very painful feeling. However, 1 took the resolution and we shall perish of hunger in tho desert. It will 
of proceefding to the end, since 1 had engaged myself bo better to renouuec our enterprise, and return while 
to do so ; and 1 thought only of the moans of succeeding, there is still time.” 

My board had grown, I was perfectly conveisant with These words stirred me up, and I set off. I dragged 
the language of tho liedoiiins, so 1 conceived the design myself with a great eftbrt till nearly midnight, when, 
of going alono and on foot to tlie Drayhy, as it seemed having come to a plain where tlio sand rose and sank 
the only possible chance j('ft for ns to try. 1 went to in undulations, wo rested there until duy light, ’[flio 
my friend Wardi, he wlio had restored me to lifo by first twilight enabled us to distinguish two objects at a 
thrusting me into the belly of a horse, and 1 cornmuni- distance, which we took for camels. My guide being 
catod to liim my project. He at first sought to divert alarmed, dug liolo in tlio sand to conceal ourselves, 
mo from such a design, hy representing to me that the and wo buried ourselves up to tho neck, leaving only 
fatigues would he very great, that I would have ten our heads above gi’oimd. Wc rtmiaiiied in this dis- 
niglits of most painful marching, as in the day time con- agreeable situation, witJi our eyes fixed in tlio direction 
coalmcnt would he absolutely necessary, and that only of the camels, wIumi, towards noon, Wardi suddenly 
what was strictly necessary for food couM ho taken on shouted out, “ God bo ]miis(!d, they arc only ostriches.’* 
tho journey; but seeing that nothing could make me We got out of our grave with great joy, and, for tho 
fiiuch from my purpose, ho entered into an engagement first time since our departure, 1 ate a morsel of caki*, 
to serve as my guide, in considi'ration of a large sum and drank a drop of water. Wo remained there until 
of money. Having mado M. Lasearis acquainted witli evening, waiting for tho darkness to resume our route. 


my project, he likewise otf'ered friendly objections, 
founded on the dangers to which I should t'xposc my- 
self; but, nevertheless, 1 saw that at bottom he was 
very well |)leascd at my zeal. 

We entered into tho mu'cssary arrangements. 1 
agreed to WTite to him on the return of my guide, as 
soon as I should bo arrived at tlio camp of tlio Drayhy. 
Tho night was well advanced bclorci wo threw ourselves 
on our beds. I was much agitated, my .sl(;cp was dis- 
turbed, and I awakened M. Lascaris by my cries. J 
dreamt, that being on tho summit of a steep rock, at 
the foot of which a rapid river flowed which I <!ouJd 
not pass, I went to sleep on the edge of tho precipice, 
and that a tree suddenly took root in my month, which 
grew and spread out its branches lilo? a tent, but that 
in its growth it fore my throat, and its roots [icnctratod 
iny bowels, upon whieli I uttered vi'licinont cries. 
Having related my dream to the Sclicik Jlirahiin, he 
was much surprised at it, and told me that it augiiri'd 
most Jiappily, and announced a grand I’osult after many 
labours. 

It was necessary that I should dross myself* in tatters, 
in order to excite neither suspicion nor cupidity, if >\e 
should happen to be discovered. I adopted the following 
travelling garb : a shirt of coarse cotton cloth patched; 
a dirty and raggi d gombaz ; an old cafio, with a ju'ece 
of cloth, once wiiite, for a turhan ; a mantle of slu'cprikin 
with half the wool off ; a pair of cobbled slioes weighing 
four pounds ; a leather girdl<‘, from which liung a knife 
worth two paras, a steel, a little tolxiceo in an old bag, and 
a pipe. 1 blacked my eyes, and daubed my face, and, 
presenting myself in this ])liglit to Scheik Ibraliini, to 
take leave of him, he burst into tears. “ iVlay the 
great God,” cried lie, ‘^givc you strength to accomplish 
your generous design ! I will owe every thing ti> your 
t'liergy. IMay tho Most Higii be with yon, and kf.cp 
you from all danger! May he put out the '’V‘ S of tho 
w iekt d, and bring yon back, so that 1 may reward you !” 

I could not avoid weeping in iny turn. Did affer- 
Avards, th(‘ convcrsiition becoming more gay, Sclieik 
Ibrabim told me, jokingly, that if I vent to Paris in 
that costume, 1 could easily gain money by exhibiting 
myself. Wo supfied togetlier, and at sunset 1 took 
the road. I marched without feeling fatigue uniilinid- 
iiiglit; but tlien my feet began to sweli, and :\h my 
shoes hurt me, I took ilimu off. Tho prickles of tl o 
plant whlcli the camels croj) wounded my feet, and the 
stofics bruised them, i udeavourt'il to re, ;mo my 
shoos; and thus, with a va notion of suff<?ring, I walkeil 
until morning. A small <-ave afforded ns slieltcr for 
the day. I dressed myf,.(f Py '..(apping them in a 
piece of rny mantle, whi -h I t r off; :„i. t ) fei; asleep 
V. ihout being able to take any feof^. I was still sish*ep, 
when ray guide called upon me ]>r(»c» ed. My ect 
w'ere much sv jllen, my heart sank, laul 1 begged b.cu 
to wait until tho followingday. My conductor eproacood 
me for my wcakuoss. 1 knew very weil,” said he, 
“ that you wcj o too delicate for such a journey. I told 


Having got upon sand, i siifforod h.vss from walking. 
We passed tho following day in slee]>ing. We were 
opposite Palmyra at midnight. Tho break of day, aftiu’ 
tho fourth night, found us on the brink of a largo rivcu-, 
named Rabib, flowing from tho south to tho iiortli. 
My guide undressed himself, carried mo on his hack 
to the otJicr side, and returuod to fetch liis clothes. 1 
wisheil to rest myself, but he told me it was not prudent 
to stoj) in a place where tho river was fordable. In 
fact, wo had not gone above half an lionr, hcfoi'e wo 
perceived mounted lledoiiins apju’oaehiijg tin? river, 
going from the east, to the wi^st. Having found a thicket, 
wo fixed our lialt in it for the day. 

The sixth niglit bronglit n.s within a few liours of 
tho Ku]>hrates. On the sevi'iitli day, tlu? most difficult 
part was accomplished; and if 1 had not suifered so 
iniicli from my feet, 1 would hav«> forgotten all niy 
fatigues ill tlie spedach* of tJie sun rising upon the hanks 
of this magnificent, rivm’. 'i'ho hosjiitalde Dedoniim, 
whose occupation it is to ferry people across, invited 
Un into their t' nts, m hens for the first time, w(' made 
a good meal. Wi* gut inrorinidieii as to tile l)rayliy. 
1!<‘ was at tlins* tlnys’ ilistanec', betwes'ii /a’lte and 
Zaner. lb.j had nnoie* pt'aee with tin* Mmir i'ah- d, 
iniposieg a tribute vu him. TiH‘y iliseoiirsed largely on 
in’s iiiililary tah'iits and niidannteil C4)ii.i'age, ainl staleil 
that it was Jiis jnl<'ntion to annihilate* Mehanna. and 
i\ass(‘r, and then to re*tnrn to his dt'sert, near Dassorali 
and Dagdad. Theve* were tlie Aery details tliat 1 dt'- 
sirefl; 1 instantly foiTued my plan. 1 a.'^ki'il for a guide 
t4> condiiet me tu the Drayhy, t^'lling thcj Iledouins 
that 1 was an Aleppo mi*rchaiit, having acorresjiomlent 
at Dag^lad, wlio owimI im* ti.v,00ii piastre s, and wlio liad 
lately become batd\ni[»t ; that tho war between the 
Dedoiiiiis liaving interrupted the coinmuiiication,s, I 
had no otlier resource but to adveiitun* alone, ainl put 
rnys4*lf under tlie ])r(d(*ction of tin.* Drayliy, in order to 
*>t to Dagdad, wlu.re my wind** fortune was in jeopardy, 
those goo<l Pied«>uins invoke*! tlio name of Allah, that 
Iio might aid me in the re(**>very of my property; ainl 
Wanli hirns* if exhibited |)roofs of greater interest in 
my journ* y Ilian previou.sly, when iio was thus made 
j aefjuauited with its importance. After passing tho day 
in invo.stigaliiig tlie oeonoiriyof tlio tribe Deny Tay, wo 
dejjarfi'd with ;i good e,scort ; and nothing occurred to 
ns (dan int<*resting nature during onr inartdi. Dysun- 
.'*•1 (*f tin* third day, we saw tin* five thousand tent.s of 
tlui Drayhy inivcriiig tlio plain as far as the eye could 
reach, iulh d with camels, horses, and Hocks, conc(iab 
iiig tlio ground, I never saw sindi a spoctacle of power 
and Avealth as this oncampnK.'iit (liqplayod. I’ho tent 
of the ernir AA’as in the centre, and was IfiO feet long. 
Ho r(*ceiA^(!(l me Avilh much politcm.vss ; and, Avithout 
putting any (juestioiiH, in.; invited me to Bup with him. 
After supper, h(‘ask«'d moAvlionce 1 came, andwhitlicr 
1 VAcnt. I replied to him as I had done to tho Bedouins 
of tlio KiiphratCH. “ Yon arc welcome,” Biiid he, alter 
my recital; “your arrival brings a thousand bonedic- 
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tions* If it please Qo3, yen tvill succeed ; but, accbrding ! juestion. I shall shortly he on the inarch to extermi- 
tO'Our custom, we cannot discourse upon business till late you. You had better make haste, for war is 
three days are granted to hospitality and repose.” I 3roclaiined.” 

returned the usual acknowledgments, and retired. The 1 afterwards addressed myself to the Drayhy, in tlicso 
next day I dispatched Wardi to M. Lascaris. vords : — ^*1 have a ph)Co of advice to give you. You 

The Drayhy is about fifty years old, tall, and of a .re a stranger in this'quarter, and you ai*© ignorant 
handsome countenance, with a short beard, completely what part the tribes of the country will take. Mehanna 
white. His look is haughty. He is considered as the s beloved by the Bedouins and aided by the Turks, 
most able of the chiefs of tribes. Ho has two .sons, .nd you are commencing war with him, without know- 
Zaer and Sahdoun, who are married, and inhal>lt the ng the number of the enemies you have to encounter, 
sanio tout as himself. His tribe is called JCl Dualla, f you should siitter the first defeat, all will unite in 
and it is numerous and wealthy. cague against yon, and you will not be strong enough 

Chance promoted my views in a wonderful manner, o withstand them. Semd, therefore, an embas.sy to the 
after the few lirst days of my arriv«al. The emir was in scheiks of the surrounding districts, to announce to them 
want of a secretary. I olK.Tcd to serve him for the liat you are come to destroy the tents of Melkghem, in 
nioment ; and 1 soon gained his eonfidcnco by the advice )rder to free them from the yoke of the Osmaiilis, and 
and information 1 was enabled to give liiin, as to the o ask from them a dijclaration on which side they 
tribes which 1 had vi, sited. When 1 spoke to him of range themselves: thus you will be enabled to compare 
iny affair, lie said to mo, “ If you will remain with me, his lorces with your c)\vn, and take jonr measures 
you shall be as a son ; all that you say shall bo done.” accordingly.” “ You are really a man of good counsel,” 

1 took advantage of this confidence to induce him to replied the Drayhy, transported with my idea. “lam 
pass the fiuphrates, in order to bring him nearer nothing of iny.sclf,” 1 remarked ; ‘‘il 1 knt)w any thing 
ScJieik Ibrahim. I pointed out toliim all that he might it is owing to my master, for it is In? who is the man 
gain in influence over the tribes of the country, by full of wi.sdom and knowledge, and well verecd in affairs, 
detaching them from Nasser ; and T ludd np to his view He alone is uhlo to direct your counsels. You would 
tlu^ multitude of presents they would b(‘ coinpelled to bo delighted \yitli him if you knew him. 1 feel con- 
otfer him, the terror lie would strike into the Osinaulis, vineed, that i I he were with you, and you had^ the 
and the injury ho wouM pt'iqxdratc on his focs by eon- b(‘nefit of his sagacity, you wonhl become the t’hicf of 
suming their p.asturage. As it was the first tim<; that all the Bedouins of llie desert.” “ I will dispatch a 
he liad quitted the (Ic^sert ()f Bagda<l to come hito M(‘SO- hundred horsemen to fVfeh him this very instant,” 
j)otainia, my oouihsels and knowledgo were of great exclaimed the J>rayhy witli energy. “ We are still too 
assistance to liim ; and lie did as 1 advised him. Tin far oil,” 1 replit d ; “ the journey would be too fatiguing, 
break-up of th(^ camp was a superb sight. The h(»rse we .shall bo nearer Corietain, I will introduce 

men went in front ujxjii their tliorougli-bred horses, him to you.” 

and the women, in haudags witli magnificent draperies, 1 was afraid that somothing evil might fall foul of 
were seated ou dronu’daries, oncoinpassed by iiegn.'iss Sclieik Ibrahim, and 1 was anxious to be near him to 
slaves*. JNb'ii, hearing provisions, W('nt up and down guide his .sh‘ps. I was so mncl) attached to Jiiiu, that 1 
tin* carav.'in, crying, ” W ho is hungry and <lihtrihutiiig would have laid down a thoiisand lives to .servo him. 
bread, dates, tVc. ^ Kvery three hours, a halt was made But to returT! to tin* contuil of war. The Drayhy 
to tak(! cotil'e; and in the evening, the tents were gave mo a list of ten of the principal scheiks to whom 
pitched, as if by encliantnu nt. We followed the hank.- to write. J Its lette r was as follows “ I have left my 
of tho Kuphratc.s, tin.' tj'ansparont waters of which country to deliver yon from the tyranny of Nasser, who 
shone like hWw'v. 1 was mounted on a full-blood rnare. wishes to beeonu' yoiir master by means of the Turks, 
and tlio w hole progri'ss st'omed to mo like a triumpliai tosubvi'rt your usages, destroy your manners, and sub- 
jn.'U’cli, forming a eousidera])le contrast to the mod(* ii; ject you to the Osmanlis. I have dcclarc'd w’ar against 
whi(‘h I had recently journeyed, whilst toiling over the him, therefore say with eandoiir if you arc for hini or 
^alno district in rags and with blecxling feet. fi>r uic, and let thost^ who arc iny allies come and join 

On the fourth day, the hiiair /ahed eamo to meet ns me, Safety !” 
with a thousand horse. They gave lliemselv('s np t(» all Having dispatched ton Iior.semen with therse letters, 
soj*ts of e(|uestriaii g:im(‘s, 1 ii the evening, the Drayhy. following day wo adv:mced as far as the vast and 

})isson.s, and I, went to sup with the tribe of Zahed. beautiful territory of Chaumeric, thirty hours from 
(hi the following day we crossed tlio river, and eu- Ham.T,. After a short nhse^uce our me.ssongors returned, 
c.nnjied oil the territory of Damascus. Always march- ^I’he Dmir Doiilii and the Scheik Sellame answered, that 
ing to the west, we pitch(‘«l our tents at I'd daffet, in they would preserve' neutrality; tho 8chcik (:as.sem, a 
the pachalik of Aleppo, 'fho report of tho Drayhy's reia-ioii of .Mi'hanna, declared for him ; the other seven 
ardval w*as quickly spretid abroafl, and Meh.auiia for- tribes came and encamped round us, their scheiks 
wardt'd to him a letter, coinnn'iicing with their respec* promising tho Drayhy to partake liis perils through life 
five titles, and thus continuing:— Ji’td death. However, our siiies ri'ported to us, that 

“ la tho name of the all-merciful God l—wc lav Mehanna being alarmed, had sent Nasser to Hama to 
learnt with surprise that you liave [lassi’d the Euplirate? deiuaud aid from tlie Turks. The Drayhy immediately 
and that you have tidv.'uieed into tlu^ provinces which assomhled his anuy ot JJUOO sti*oug, composed of GOOO 
our ancestors have transmitted to us. Do you thentliinl troopers and IhOO ifclouhnarfloufsy that is to say, camels, 
that you should alone di'voe.r tho food of all the bir<ls bestrode by two men, armed with muskets ligditcd 

oflieavenl Know that we have so many w arriors that hy matches;* and departed on the fourth day, giving 
wc cannot reckon their number ; am], furthermore, wc orders to tho rest of tho tribt's to follow the second day 
shall be su])porte(l by the valiant Osmanlis, whom after, in ordtT to raise tho courage of his warriors iu 
none can resist. Wo therefore admonish you to go tko combat, by tho vicinity of their waves and children, 
back the road you have come; otherwise, .all concciv- I remained with those last, and we went to encamp at 
able mi.sfortuncs will fall upon you, atid you will repent B1 Jamie, an bourns distance from the tribe El Ilassnc, 
when it is too late.” luid two days from Hama. Dn tho fifth day, the Drayhy 

During tho reading of this letter, T saw the Drayhy announced to us a brilliant victory, and shortly after 
grow livid with rage. His t^yes darted sparks of fire, the camels, sheep, hoi-ses, and weapons, taken from tho 
After a momentary silence, he exclaimed, in a voice of oueiny, arrived. The men, who had lieon ordeivd to 
terrific compass, “ Kratib, take your pen, and write renuiiii with tho tents to guard the baggage, wont to 
to tills dog I ” lucot the conquerors to demand their piart of tlio spoil, 

Jlis rei>ly was couched :n the following ‘'train : — “ I 

have read your threats, which aro le.ss I.eeded tlia;. a triggers arc not u^^od by tho Pedenins, l)ocau 9 o 

gram of mustard. I will drag down youv il.ig. and their ;mci>ators did not use them, and also because- they would 
purify the earth of you and your renegade son, Na.sscr. ih* more djingorom in tho handi of the women and children. Tho 
As to tho territory you claim, the sabre will decide the women twist the matches, which aro of cotton. 
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to which they are entitled, and we ahortly saw the 
triumphant array draw nigh. 

The Drayhy had Burprisod Mehanna by a sudden at- 
tack in the absence of Nasser ; but the tribe of Uassiic 
having shouted its war-cry, the combatants were nearly 
equal in numbers. The battle lusted until evening. Our 
warriors, after losing twenty-two of their number, and 
slaying twicM? as many of tl>e enemy, had seized upon 
its flocks. Zaher had captured the mare of Fiu’cs, sou 
of Mehanna, which is reckoned a glorious exploit 
amongst the Bedouins. 

After his defeat, ^Mehanna crossed tlie Orontes to 
the noi’th of JIama, and eiieainped near Homs to wait 
for the Osmaiilis, and obtain witli them his revenge. 
In fact, on the fifth day thereafter, the ht'rds ran into 
the camp, crying out, that tlie Turks, led by Nasser, 
had fallen on the flocks. All our warriors iiiimediately 
rush(?d to the pursuit, and a mon^ terrible combat tliaii 
the first ensued, during wliich tlu‘ enemy drove off a 
great part of our flocks towards his own camp. The 
advantage was on our side, and much spoil was taken 
from the Turks, but the loss of our flocks was consider- 
able. We lost only twelve men, but amongst them w'aa 
the nephew of the Drayhy, Ali, whose death was uni- 
versally regretted. His iiiielo remained tlirce days 
without food, and swore, by tlie all-powoiTul (Jod, that 
he w'ouid slay Nasser, to avenge the death of Ali. 

The attacks were renewed (;very day. Tlie Osmaidis 
of Damascus, Homs, and Hama, were in consternation, 
and sought to assemble all the Arabs of 1 loram and 
Idimiiea. Several desert tribes arrived, some to rein- | 
force the Drayhy, and others iVlehaiina. No caravan j 
could pass from one town to aiiotluu’. The advantages 
were almost always on the side of the Drayhy. One day, 
by a singular coincidence. Fares carrii'd oti’ from us 
120 camels, which were two leagues fnuii the tents, 
whilst at the same moment Zaher seized upon tlie same 
number of theirs. This siniiiltaneous expedition was 
the cause that neither the one nor the otlier was pur- 
sued, and iiad time to secure the capture. But 
this war of r<‘prisals for booty and flocks, was soon to 
assume a charaet(*r of ferociousness an<l extermination. 
The first occasion t)f it was given by the Turks, iiiuhT 
tlie conduct of Nasser, who Jiaving taken from the tribe 
Beny-Kraleb two women and a girl, conducted tliem to 
the village Zany el Abedin. Nasser delivered tlie 
w'omen to the sohliers, and pn?s(‘iited the young girl to 
the aga, whom sin? poigiiarded during the night to re- 
venge her honour. Her vigorous arm pierced him to 
the heart, and left him dead on the sjMit ; then going 
out without noise, she rejoined her tribe, and spread 
iiidiguatioii and fury amongst the Bedouins, who swore 
to die or to kill Nasser, and to fill pitdiers with his 
blood, to distribute amongst the tribes as a memento 
of their veng< anee. 

Tlic punishnieiit w’as not long in coniiiig. An eu- 
gageiuent having taken place belvveioi a party coiii- 
rnaiided by Zaher, and aiiorlicr commaiided by Nasser, 
these two cliiefs, who (rordially deteste<l each other, 
sought out and attacked each other with fury. Tlie 
Bedouins n'inained sjiectators of file comliat bedwcoii 
these two warriors, equal in valour and adilrevss. The 
strife was long and tio rible. At last, their exhausted 
horses no longer obeyiiig so promptly the directions of 
the riders, Nasser faihal to e.scape a blow from ZuhcFs 
lance, which passed right through liiin. Ho fell, his 
troop fled or gave up tludr horses,^ and Zaher cut into 
pieces Nasser’s body, put it into a couffe (a sort of ruHi 
basket), and forvvard<*d it to tlie cani]» of .Meli.'inna oy 
a prisoner, whoftc no-^e* lijp first sliced off. He ufter- 
wai’ds rotiirued to his triin*, exulting in Ids vengtraiicc. 

Mehanna sent to ask asMsturu’e from the BcdouiiiH 
of Chamma (Samarcand), of N egd-' Mid th<; Wahabites. 
They promised to come l > his : d in tin followii!" year, 

the season for retiring to the i :;i >t v as then come. 
As we w^re encamped near C’on(;l:dn, ( ])ropoo. d go 
and fetch Scheik Ibrahim. Tlic Drayliy acccjiic^l mv 

* ^Vhcn a Bedouin voluntarily abandons his horbo to hib enemy, 
be can be u either killed nor made a pri-oncr. 


offer with ardour, and he gave me a strong escort. I 
cannot describe the happiness I felt in again beholding 
M, Lascaris, who received mo with an overflowing 
heart. As for me, 1 embraced him as a father, for I 
bad never known one, as mine died in my early infancy. 
1 took the whole night to relate to liini all that liad 
passed. The next day, having taken leave of our 
friends, the Priest Moussi and the Sclieik Selim, I con- 
ducted Ibrahim to the camp, wliere he was received 
with great distinction by the Drayhy. He gave us a 
gi*and feast of camels’ flesh, Avliicli 1 found less insipid 
than the first time 1 had tasteil it, for 1 began to get 
inured to the food of the Bedouins. Tho camels des- 
tined to bo slaughtered arc white as snow', ami aro 
never loaded or hard-riddiii. Their flesh is red, and 
very fat. The she-camels yield a groat (juantity of 
milk, of which the Bedouins are continually drinking, 
ami they give the surplus to their full-blood liorses, 
wbicli arc amazingly strengthened thereby. Tliey thus 
consume all the milk, because it is not tit to make but- 
ter. Ify degrees, we came to prefer its flavour to tho 
milk of goats or ewes. 

An attack of the Waluibites, a short time after tho 
, arrival of M. laiscaris, caustnl a loss to the Drayhy of 
I sevtu’al trooisu's, and a great number of beasts. On 
i the following <lay, Sclieik ibraliim took me aside*, and 
! said to me, “ 1 am much pleased with tho Drayhy. Ho 
I is a man after my own lieart. It is indispensable that 
I he should become the general chief of all the Bedouins, 

[ from Aleppo to the frontiers of Jmlia. It is for you to 
accomjdisli this matter by negotiation, using frieiulshi[>, 
menaces, or artifice, as your instruments.” 

“ You give me a very ditticult task,” T answered. 

Kacl) tribe has its chief. The Bedouins are oijpi^snl 
to all depemleiice ; they have never sulniiitted to any 
yoke*. 1 fear, if you eiigagi; in such a. business, that 
sumelhing disastrous will ha])pi'n to you.” 

“ lti.s, nevertheless, absolutely essential,” rejilied M. 
Lascaris; “apply to it all your oapjicity, for without 
that we can liave no sucees.s.” 

1 reth'cted for a long time; on the proper mode of 
setting about this affair. I'lie first great point was to 
inspire the Bedouins with a high idea of Selieik Ihra- 
liim ; and to produce tliis finding in an eiiiinent degn i*, 
as they aro sujterslilious and credulous to I'xcess, wo 
pi't'pared some eheniical exjun'inumts with jdiosplionis 
and detonating jiowder, Iioping to astonisli tiu'm. .So, 
in the ev«*iiiiig, wln'ii the chief men of the trihe W’eri: 
collected in the J_>rayliy's l(Mit, .Seheik Ibrahim, with a 
majestic air and great dcxti'i'ity, ])r(»duceii cftcets wliicdi 
struck them with admij-ation and awe. From that 
iiioim'iit lie was in their ('yes a sorcerer, a magician, 
or rather a divinity. 

The m'xt day the Drayhy callevl me to him, and said, 
“Oh, Abdallah ! your muster is a god.” “ No,” 1 re- 
plied, “ but rather a prophet. What you saw last night, 
is nothing to the power which lie lias a(*f{uir('d by his 
pndVumd science; there is no man like liim in this age. 
Know, that if he chooses, he is able to make yon king 
* f all tlic Bedouins. IL; lias discovered that the comet 
v.nudi apiK*aied some* time ago was your star, that it is 
superior to tliose of the other Arabs, and that, if you 
follow his eounsels in all ]*articulars, you will become 
all-powerful.” d’liis id(>a gave him extnunc satisfaction. 
'J’ho passion flu* ciunmaiid and glory was energetically 
aroused in Ids soul, and, by a truly surprising coinci- 
dence, 1 had hit upon the exact object of his supersti- 
tion, for lio exclaimed, “Dli, Abdallah ! I Hi-*e that you 
•j»eak the truth, and that ^oiir masten* is really a ])ro- 
jdiet. 1 liad a dr(‘am some time ago, in wliich lire, 
lalling from tho comet, canm upon my tent and con - 
Huimril it, and I t(»ok tliis lirii in my hand, without its 
.SiMirching im*. Tliis comet was a.ssuredly my star. 
He thereupon called ids w ifl?, and begged her to tell 
mo this dieam, sueJi as he had related it to her when 
lio aw'oke. 1 availed inyscdf of this circuinstmico 
cstahlish ytd more decidedly tlie idea of Seheik Ibra- 
him’s superiority, ami tlio Drayhy promised me lor tho 
future to follow all his eounsids. M. Lascaris, fceliug 
i much pleasure at this happy beginuing, selected Irom 
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bis merchandise a very Mudsome present for the Drayhy, 
who accepted it \vith the greatest contentment, as he 
thereby perceived it was not to enrich ourselves that 
we sought to captivate him. Tlienceforth, ho made us 
eat with his wife and daughtors in-law in th(i interior 
of the tent, instead of eating witli strangers in the 
rablia. His wife, wiio was of a liigli family, and sister 
of a minister of Ebrt Sihoud, was called Sugar. She 
enjoyed a great reputation for courage and geiiero.sity. 

Whilst we were Htrengthening our iiifluenee with the 
Drayhy, an obscure enemy was at work in the dark, to 
overthrow our hopes, ainl lead us to destruction. In 
every tribe tlicrc is a pedlar who sells the wome.ii wa res 
which he brings from Jhimasciis. 'J’lic one att.aclie<l to 
tliis tribe, who was named Absi, filled, in addition, the 
post of secretary to the Drayhy ; but since our arrival 
lie had lost, atone swoop, both his office and his Iraflic. 
lie naturally took a prodigious antipathy to us, and 
s<M/«ed every possible^ opportunity to blacken our clia- 
racters to the Arabs, lie began bis intrigues with the 
women, to w'honi he represented that we were magi- 
cians, who were bent on earrying off the young girls to 
a distant land, and throwing a spell over the women to 
prevent them liaving ebildrcn, so that the race of Jie- 
douins might be extinguished, and thus give room to 
Frank compnn’ors to take possession of the country. 
We soon perceived the effect of these (calumnies, with- 
out knowing the cause. The* girls fhul at our approach, 
the women loaded ns with abuse, and the more aged 
f(‘males used even threat.'^. Amongst such ignorant 
and credulous j)eople, with whom the women have great 
influence, the danger became imminent. We at length 
discovered the intrigues of Absi, and informed tlie 
Drayhy of them, who w ish('<l to put him to death ii{)on 
tlie spot. We had great diHiculty in obtaining his e.\- 
pulsion from the tribe instead, whicli, howevo'C, oidy 
gave him an o]>portnnity of spreading his malicious 
rt‘])orls. A village calk'd Mohailan, wliieli had been 
tributary to Mt hanna, was now be<?ome.so to liie Drayhy 
.since bis victories, liaving sent to dcmatid a tliousand 
piastres which were due to him, the iiiliahitants, at the 
instigathni of Ab:^i, malti’eatt’d the messenger of the 
emir, who took vengeance Ity seizing tlieir flocks. Ahsi 
persuaded th(! (diiefs of the village to aecomjiany hitn 
to Damascus, to declare to the capidiii-hashl that two 
Frank spies lunl wornn'd themselves into the couHdenc»^ 
nf the Drayhy, and were urging him to commit all sorts 
of ini<|uitii^s, as well as lahoiiring to divert the Bedouins 
from tlieir alliance with (he Osmanlis. 'I'liis demincia- 
tion was conveyi'd to Soleyman-l'aclia, who scuta cliok- 
re'dar to the Drayhy, w ith a threatening letter, ending 
^ by ordering him to deliver tlie ttvo inli<lels to his officer, 
who would bring them in chains to l)amascus, where 
their public execotion would serve as an example. 

The Drayby, furious at tlie insolence of tiiis letter, 
i<aid to the .Mussulman otficcr, Bv him who has raised 


and that, on the contrary, it was for the interest of the 
Porto to have him as a friend, and to promote his pre- 
ponderance over the other Dedoiiins. The chokredar, 
who Wits trembling for his life, hastened to carry this 
letter to Damaseiis, and rtdurned in two ilays with a 
most frimidly reply for the Scheik Ibrahim, and a second 
letter for the Drayhy, to the following purport. After 
many compliments to the emir, it proceeded : “ Wo have 
rtwiveda letter from our dear friend, the great Scheik 
Ibraltim, wliich puts an end to the calumnies of your 
enemies, and ix.-iidei's the highest t(istimoiiy in your 
favour. Your sagacity is well known to us. Hence- 
forth we authorise you to eomnmnd in the desert, 
a(!Cording to your own pleasure. You will receive from 
us <iiily tin* ollices of a Ji-ieiifl. Wo esteem you above 
your (Mpials. \Vc ri^comuu iid to yon our wnll-beloved 
scheiks, Ibrahim and AbihdUih. Their good opinioii 
will augment our friendsbip for you,” iSce. The Drayhy 
an<l the other chiefs wen* greatly astonished at the 
high credit in which Scheik Ihriihim stood wdth the 
pacha. This iiieideiit carried their respeert for us to its 
height. 

1 have said that the Drayhy was siirnamed the exter- 
minator of the Turks. 1 obtaiiu'd an account of the 
origin of this epithet from tlu^ Scheik Abdallal?. One 
day the Drayhy having plundered a carav an, which was 
going fruiu Damascus lo Bagdad, the paclia was exces- 
sively enraged ; hut not venturing to reveugo hiiiiself 
oi»enly, In? dissemhle<l, according to the custom of tho 
Turks, ami induced him by fair promiFK'S to come to 
Bagdad. The Drayhy, frank and unsusi)icious, visitctl 
the puclia with his ordinary suite of ten men. Be w'as 
instantly seized, bound with cords, thrown into a dun- 
geon, and mciiaci.'d with tlic loss uf his head if ho did 
not furnish as a ransom, lObO ]>urst s (a niillion of 
i piastres), oOOd sheep, *2U mares of tin* breed kahUlnn^ 
and IM) dromedaries. 'I'lie Drayby, leaving Ins son as 
a hostage, w’cnt ti> gatlmr this enormous ransom ; and 
as soon as Ik* Jiad j>aid it, Ik; bmt his whole thoughts 
upon vciigeanee. 'I'ho caravans and villages werepiuii- 
dcred in all direetions, and Bagdad itself was blockaded, 
'riu; pacha liav ing assembled his trooi)s, issued forth 
with an army of .‘injOno men and some pii'ces of cannon 
against tin; Drayhy, w lio, reinforeod by the allied tribe.s, 
gave batth; for tlin'c days; but. set ing that he gained 
no decisive advantag*', la; witlidrmv in siloiieo at night, 
doubled upon tin* army of tin* ]>aelia, placing himself 
hetwaam it and Bagdad, ami atiacked it Oii a sudden 
upon several points at once. Surprised u]'on the de- 
fenceless side in the dead of uigiit, tho enemy’s camp 
was ovt'rwhelmed with terror. The Osmanli.s were 
thrown into confusion, ami the Drayhy madi; a great 
slangliter of them, reiuaining master of an iinnumse 
hixity. The ]!aclia escaped with diftieulty without a 
foil wer, and shut himsedf up in Bagdad. This exploit 
had sjn-i'ad such terror amongst tho iiihahitants, that 


the licava.'iis and lowered tlu? cartli, if you were not 
under my U nt, J would cbo]) otf your head, and tie it 
to my lior.s(;’.s tail ; it is thus it should carry my answer 
to your pacha. As to the two strangers vvlm an; with 
me, T will give tlmm up only with my life. If he wishes 
to have tliem, let him come and take tliem witli the 
sword.” 

However, I took the Drayhy’apart. and succci-ded in 
calming him, and getting liis permission tj> settle the 
matter. I knew' tliut M. Lasearis was connected by 
friendship with Soh;yman-Bacha, and that a letter from 
him would have an elfect ({uite unexpected by tlu* Drayhy, 
M. Lasearis, whilst in Eg>pt with the I’n'iich cx]>edi- 
tion, had m.irried a Georgian h male, 1 . rough t up by 
the wives of AInra«l-Bcy, who w-as found to be S»>lcy- 
nian-lhicha’s cousin. He afterwards had occasion to 
go to Acre ; and his wife having made known lier 
relationship to tho pacha, was received by him with 
great kiiiuness, vvhicii lie extended likew ise to her hus- 
band. 

M, Lasearis therefore wrote to Soleymoii-Baelia. ex- 
plaining to him that the protended spies wen; no i»thcr 
than ho and his dragoman, Fatalla Sayegtiir ; that ail 
that laid been told him against the Drayhy was fal.se ; 


even after ptiico was made, his name remained an 
object of dread amongst tlicin. Abdaliali related to me 
several other feats (/f tin; Dr.nliy, and eoiieliidod by 
assuring me that ho lovetl greatness and <litlieult enter- 
prises, and w as liveiy way disposcil to subject all things 
lo bis own domiiiiuii. 

Tlieso were prc.< I.sely the qualities that Scheik Ibra- 
ham desired (<» lind in him, so he devoted himself more 
and more to the project of rendering liim master of all 
the other tribes. Tlu; Wahabites wen; his most for- 
mi«lahlo adversaries. A few days afU'i* these events, 
they fell iq)on tlu; tribe Would Ali, and spread them- 
.selvcs ovi;r the desert to compel all tlu; Bedouins to 
j).ay them tithe. Scared at the approach of these ter- 
rible warriors, several of the tribes wore about to .sub- 
j iiiit without a struggle, when Scheik Ibrahim persuaded 
the Drayhy that it was for his honour to take arms, and 
h) proclaim himself tho protector of the oppresseil. 
Emboldened by his oxaniple, all the tribes, exct*pt tlioso 
of El Ha.ssnc and Beui-Sakror, niadt; an alliance witli 
him to resist tlie Waluibiti;s. The Drayhy departed 
with an army of oOOU horse, and ‘2000 mardoutis. We 
remained ten days without hearing any intelligence 
from him. The unciwiuvss of the camp became oxtremu. 
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Symptoms of hatred were exhibited towards us, as the [ who we wore, and, haviti|^ leanst that we were Chris- 
instigators of so perilous an expedition. Our lives had I tians — It is forbidden by the laws of God,” ho cried 
in all probability paid for our temerity, if the uncor- out, ‘^to rise to infidels. You will all be cursed for 
tainty had continued mucli longer. On tho eleventh holding commerce with them, your wives will be 
day, a horseman came galloping in at full speed, his strumpets, and your children bastards. Thus has our 
white sash streaming at tho point of his lanoo, exclaim- lord Mahomet decreed, whose name be for ever veue- 
ing, ‘Hlod has given us tho victojy !” Scheik Ibrahim rated.” 

made inagnificent jn’osonts to tiu' hearer of these happy The Drayhy, without waiting for the conclusion of 
tidings, which freed tho trilio from a mortal fear, and his diseoiu’se, jumped up iu a rage, caught him by the 
us from a great peril. vMl the women imitated his beard, and, Imrliug him to tho ground, drew out his 
cxaraj)le according to their means, and afterwards sabre ; Sclieik I brahim ran forward and arrested his 
abandoned themselves to u[)roarious rejoicings, sliout- arm, conjuring him to moderate liis anger. Tho emir, 
ing and dancing aroiual the tires, which w'ere kindled in inoved by his entreaties, consented to cut off his beard 
all directions. Tiie slaughtering ot beasts, and other instead of his head ; and thus shorn, the descendant of 
preparations for feasting tho warriors on their return, the prophet w^as ignominiously expelled, 
put the camp into an unusual bustle ; and all being exe- The tribe of Beni-Sakrer, the only one that still 
cuted by woiiien, oftbrod a very original spectacle. In opposed liim in this district, was next attacked by tho 
the evening every one w'oiit out to meet tho victorious Drayhy, and completely subdued, 
army, tho dust of which was perceived ill the distance. The autumn being now corao, wo began to move 
As S(a)n as we met them, tho shouts were redoubled ; towards the east. On approaching lloms, the gover- 
tiltings, races, musket-shots, and other demonstrations nor sent the l.)rayhy forty camels loaded with wheat, 
of joy, iishored them into tho camp. After supper, we ton mashlas, and a pelisse of iionour. Scheik Ibrahim, 
got ail account of the exploits of the army. taking mo aside, thus spoke “ Wo are gt)ing into tho 

Tho Wahabites w'cre commanded by a teni’ful negro, desert, and wo liavo exhausted our merchandise whut 

half a savage, named Aboii-Nocta. When lie prepares is to lie done 1 replied, “Give mo your orders ; I 
himself for a fight, he talas off his turban and hoots, will go secretly to Aleppo and fetch what is needful, 
turns up his sleeves to Ins shoulders, and h'aves almost and 1 engage not to go near my family.” We agreed 
Ills wliole body naked, it being of a prodigious size and tliat 1 should rejoin tho tribe at Zour, and 1 went ifi 
muscular force. His head and chin, nov(‘r liavingbeeii Aleppo. I lodged in a kliaii not much fre(|uentcd, and 
shaved, are covered w ith liair, wliich completely liides at a <Iistance from all my acqiiainbinces. 1 sent a 
his face; his eyes glitter from under this veil ; and all stranger to receive 5t)0 lallaris from M. Lascaris^ cor- 
liis body, bi‘ing <'qu:illy sbaggy, renders his appearance* rc'spoinleiit. This was rather an excess of caution, for, 
as strange as it is teiTi})le. The Drayhy joined battle w'itli my long beard, my lietlouiii costume and laugiiage, 
■with liiiii, upon a territory called ileroualina, ihrt'o I ran no risk of being recognised. Tliis was proved 
days from ralniyra. 'riio tight was obstinatti on botli when I weut to ))uy the im'rcliaudiso at the bazaar; I 
Bides, but it terminated Ijv tiie ilight </f Ai»uii-Xocta, there met several of iny friends, and 1 amused myself 
who weut oil* to the country of N«\gde, leaving ‘JOO of by tn atiiig tluan with rudeness, lint the se moments 
his people on tho field. The J)rayliy caused to besought of careless fun wau’e suceeeded by others of a lauTpaln* 
out of tlie S})oils nil tliat had been talo n from the tribe ful nature ; 1 continually passed and ivpassed tiie door 
of Would All, V ii'ch he restorod to it. This gH-norons of my house, hojiiiig to see my brother or my j>oor 
action ondeand iiiiu more and inori? to the tribes, wliich inothei*. The desire to beliold lier was so strong, that 
blocked daily' to place tlieinselves under his protection. 1 was twenty times on the point of brt'aking my word ; 
The fame of this I'leiory, gained over tho terrible A hon- but the convicn’oii that sin? wouKl not. permit im; to 
IVoctn, sjirend far and wi<Ie. .Solt ymaii-Dacha S(*nt the r<*turn to M. Lascaris liraced up my resolution, and, 
conqueror a pelisstj of lionoiir and a inagniil<vnt sabn*, utter spending six day;! at Aleppo, 1 was compidled to 
•with many compliments on his valour. Sliortly after leave, without gaining any inteliigenco of my relation.s. 
this exploit, lui went to encamp on tlie frontier of 1 rejoined tiie triln* on tin- banks of the*’Ku]>h rates, 
Horam. o]»j»osiie Daival-t’hahav, wlnro tluTo still exist tlic 

OuG day a TurkI.sb wouf/ah arrived at tiie Drayhy’s ruins of an aiieient town. I found tho Jh-douins oceu- 
camp. He wore the large green tnrl»au wliich distin- pied in selling their cattle, or bartering them for nur- 
guish(*3 the dcnceiidantb of .Mahomet, and a wiiite robe chandise with the pt-dlars of Aleppo, before crossing 
trailing on the ground. His eyes were biackenerl, and the river. 'J'hev liad no iilea of the value of specie*, ainl 
lie had a prodigious bennl. He had about, biin several refuscil to receive gold in jjayrnent, lieing acquainted 
rows of chiijilets, and an ink-stand, in the form (>f a only with the silv«T tallaris. 'fhoy uhv.iys prefer pay • 
poignard, in in's girdle. He was seated on an as^, and ing too much or recidving too little, to troubling tluni' 
bore an arrow' in his hand. He came to fanati«*isc the selve.s with fractions, Tlie merchants, who aro awar»i 
'Jk‘doiiins, and excite them to a. great zeal for tin- reli- of this foible, take advantage of it w-itli givat skill, 
gion of tlie jirojdiet, in order to attach fbeni to the Besides the bartering, the trilie disposed of produce for 
cause of tiie Turks. Tlie Bedouins Iiavo great Kimpli- VodMH) tallari.s, and emdi Jh‘«louin put iii.s money in his 
city of character and rcmarkal ie franknes..?. 'They r eal-poke, so that it might not ciiuk in mounting or 
understand notiiing about religion ?#tlilfercnci.s, and ;irc dismounting. 

liiiwilling to hear about lliein. Tliey are deists; tliey A tragical i‘vcnt occurn-d in passing llio Knpbrates* 
invoke the protection of God in all the ircuinstanct-s of A woinai un<l two children, mounted on a camel, were 
liie, and attribnti- to him thm'r .successes or reverses, borne aw.ay by the cniTcnt, without its being possible 
with pious .subinissiini ; but tln?y have no assigned riti-.s to render them a.ssistanc(-. We found Mesopotainia 
of creed, nor do they’ iironou rice between the sects of t rewed witli the tribc;s of Bassorah and Bagdad. Their 
Omar and of Ali, w liich divide tho orientals. 'Thev cliiefs came daily to compliment the Drayhy on Ins vic- 
uever inquired of us of what religion w<* were. W toryg and to get .acquainted w'ith us, for the fame of 
told them that w-o w( i<‘ Cliri.s'.ians, and they' remarked e'cheik Ibrahim liad already reached them. They 
^ — ^“All men are ib>; /jrcatures of Gi d, . nd are were much jileased w'itli his having advised the war 

equal before him ; we h;. v( no right to concern our- against the Wahabites, whoso cupidity and ravage.*} 
Belves about tlio faith of <:'t:!...r ]Kople.” This modem- were intoh-.rable. The king of the Wahabites, Kbn 
tion on their part suited ouj’ j»r. b.c. .- /mich hotter than SiJioud, was accustomed to send a rnezafeie to number 
the bigotry of tho Turl.^; tb ^ Jm .irrival ef tiie tho fiock of each individual, and extract tho tentli, 
me ill^ caused some inieusinens in the mind of Scheik al'vaya selecting tlie best; he afterwards made a 

Ibraliim, vvho accordingly w'ent to tin* tent of iho tliorougli rumniago of the tents, from the scheik’s down 

Drayhy, where ihe conli.-renco was alrciuiy o^'cned, **1* to that of the most poverty-stricken wretch, to find the 
rather the preaching commenced, to wliich die chiefs concealed money, of which ho insisted upon having 
were listening with a discontented an*. As they rose up likewise the tithe. This king wjis especially odious co 
to giy© US salutation on our entrance, the moullah asked the Bedouins, because, being extremely bigoted, he 
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insisted upon their porforminff ablutions, and saying 
prayers five times a-day, and inflictod death upon those 
who failed in these observances. When lio compelled 
a tribe to make war on his account, he was very far 
from dividing the spoils with it, but took poBscssioii of 
llie whole booty, and left to his allies only their dead 
to mourn. It was afhn- this inode that tJio liedouins 
wore becoming by degrees tho slaves of the Wahahites, 
for want of a chief capable of making heatl against 
J<ibn Sihoud. 

Wo encamped in a district called Nain cd Raz, 
tliroo days’ journey from the Eui»hratcs. There the 
emir, Fares el llarba, chief of the trib(3 K1 liarha 
in the liassorah country, came to form an oflVnsive 
and defensive alliaiuMs with the Drayliy. When chiefs 
have ail important atfair to negotiate, tliey go out of 
the camp and hold their conferejiee in secret; this 
is culled dahra (a secret meeting). Seheik Ihraliim 
heiiig called to the dahra, showed some distrust of 
Fares, believing that he was a spy of tho Wahahit<*s. 
Rut the 1) ray hy said to him, *‘Yoii judge of tho I’c- 
doiiins as of tho Usmanlis ; know that tlui elnmieter of 
tho two people is eomplcLely different. Treachery is 
unknown amongst ns.” After this declaration, all the 
sch(‘iks jireseiit at the coimeil nuifiially jdtMlged their 
words. Seheik Ihrahim took advantage of this flisjvo- 
•sition of their minds, to propos*? to them that a tix aty 
.sIjouM ]>o concluded in writing, wljieh shunld hi- 
sigm-il and scaled )»y ail those wlm might liereafh-r 
enter into this alliance against I'dni Sihoud. This was 
a gr<'at stroke of policy on tlie part oi‘ Seheik Ihrahim 
lor tlie ])i()motion of Ins views; and I drew ii]» tin; 
engagement in fht*.s».' terms: — 

“ In the name <d* the (Jod of Mercy, who ^^ill aid us 
with his ]io\'er against traitors. Wo return him thanks 
for all his lieneiils ; for teaching us the knowledge of 
good and (wil ; fm* making ns love lilierty an<l hate 
slavc-ry. V/o aeknow!i-dge tlmt lio is the all powerful 
and only tiod, and that lie aloia.' is to he adored. 

Wo (h-(*lare that wa* arc; united tog«-th< i* «.f our own 
free will and without constraint ; that we ai'e* all souml 
ill body aiul mind, and that we have res()lved to follow' 
ihe counsels of S4dieik Ihrahim and Aluiallah ‘1 Kratih, 
for th(' advancmient of onr s[)erity, <iU'* glor\, and 
our liberty. 'I’he ariiides of our treaty are — 

1st, To se[iarJite oiU'seUes fi'om tlie Osinnnlis'. 

*Jd, d'o make war to the- ih atli against iIkj Waha- 
bites. 

;M, Never to .sjHak <,•{’ religion. 

•Ith, To obey th(3 orders wliicli shall bo given by our 
brother, the illuslrlous hravhy, llbii ('haldaii. 

."ftJif T<» bind every sclieik lo answan* for bis tribe, 
and to presi’i’s. .secrecy as to this I'ngagement. 

tith, To unite against the ti’ihes whicii do i-ot .‘-uli- 
scrihi*. 

7th, 'fo assist iho.se wlio sign the present treaty, and 
io coalesce atraiu^t tlieir encr.iit s. 

hth, To )uinisli with death ilio^A. wl’..» bn- k this 
alliance. 

f)lh, 'fo listen to no calnmny agaiii^-t Seheik lln’al.im 
and Abdallah. 

We, <he imdorsigiied, aece[>t all tlie art iide.s (d this 
treaty. We will inaintain them ij* the name of the all- 
j.owa rfiil Rod, and of Ins proplu fs Mahomt.’t and Ali, 
declaring, by these presents, that, we uT'* ih'termilied 
to live and die in this holy union. 

Jhited^ sif/urd^ scaled. 

Done on ihe \'2(h JS'uV'nidicr loll.” 

All those wlio were pio.sent approved and nflNvcd 
their names. 

Some time aft(‘i* that, being (mcani}>ed .ni flu* fine 
extensive plain. of VA Uanc, ihe Ih’ayhy .sent courii*iv to 
the other tribes, to invite tliein to sign this treaty. S*- 
vcral cliiefs came and set. their seals, and those who 
bad none, attached thereunto the marks oi 1 heir fingers. 
Among tlio.se chiefs, J ri'iiiarked a young man, who 
from the ago of fifteen iiad goveriu’d (he tribe Kl .Jlla- 
nia. Those who com])osc it are much ftuperior to the 
other liedouins. They culUvatc poetry, arc well 


informed, and many of them possess ^eat olofjuence. 
This young seheik related to us the origin of his tribe. 

A Bagdad Bedouin enjoyed a high reputation for 
sagacity. Ono day, a man came to liiiii, and said, 

“ Four days ago niy wife <lisappeai*ed, and I have sought 
for her in vain. I have three children, who are weep- 
ing for li€3r; I am in despair; assist me with your 
advice.” Aliony eoirsoled tho unforluuate man, told 
him to remain with hi.s children, and promi.scd to seek 
out liis wife, and bring her, dead or alive. Whilst 
making ilie nee<'.ssury iiujiiiries ivsix-cting her person, 
ho learnt that tho woman pos-sessed remarkable beauty, 
lie had lnm.self a lihertino son, who had been absent 
some days ; snspieioii darted across his brain like light- 
ning: he mounted his dromedary, and scoured tho 
desi.-rt. Ho ]>erci‘ivcd at a dl.^lamsi a flock of eagles; 
he giillo}»ed towards them, and found, at tho mouth of 
.‘leave, a woman’s covpsi'. Jle examined the locality, 
and. jierceived the footstep.s of a camel. At lii.s feet lay 
a jiart of a wallet, wliich ninte evifli.-iice he picked up, 
and rctiiriu’d back'. ^Vhcn lu,* reatrhed his fi.iit, ho saw 
hi.s son ( liter, wiioi-.e torn wallet wanted the very piece 
he had found. Ov<.*rw'ht*lme<l with the reproaches of 
his fatluo*, tlie youth avowed liis crime. Aliony cut off 
lii-s head, .sent for th«3 husban<l, and said to him, “ It is 
iny son who has killed your w ile : 1 liavo pumslu.-d him, 
and you are j*evenged. 1 have a daughter, whom X 
give you in m.arriage.” 'J'hls action of liaiharous justico 
rai.st.'il .'^till mur(.‘ tlie rejmtatiun of Aliony. lie was 
chosen chief «d‘ Ids tn].>e, and from his name e.ame that 
of Kl (Jllama, which signilies leurji<.*d, an appellation 
ih.at the tril'C still jii.siiiies. 

A.s we advanced towards Bagdad, our treaty was day 
by day covered with additional signatnn.-s. ( )u •quilting 
.1:11 J-‘ane, we went to piudi onr t* ills at Ain el Ous>ada, 
near tin- river Kl ( 'alionr. During our resiih nee then*, 
a courii-r, Nsho li.a 1 been dispatched hy tin* Drayliy to 
tile .^eheik Riaiulal, chief of ilie tri)>e Kl W'ualdg hav- 
ing nut. with a N. iy bad i-ic.’prion, returned, liearing 
an i.dfensivo mes.sage to the Drailiy. ilis .sous wislicd 
to take in.staiit ver'gr.uiee ; but Seheik Ihraliim ojiposed 
them, repre.se lit. I ig that, iheri- wa?-. always time enough 
for war, and that it wa.s ad\i.sihle lu-.-^t to attempt per- 
suasion. I juMptj.si (1 ti; tin- emir to go myself toRiaudal, 
to explain the aliair to liim. JJo was not inclined to 
ie'llow ilii.s suggestion, .saying, “ W'liy should you tako 
tlie tronhl** of going to him ^ l.et him come him.self, or 
my .sword will coniju l liim 1” Ihil ni last he yielded to 
mv argiinu-iits, and I t ofi’ wiili an escort of two 
Uedouius. (baudal i'ei.< ived me with ('X[»re.ssioiis of 
anger; atnl wlu n la- knew who I was, he said to me, 
if I had met >ou .'mT) w here e!‘^(.: than in my tent, you 
would have eaten no inori' brcjui. \ on may be thanlc- 

0 ’ l<> « ir cii.'^ioms, wli’cli jiia vent me from slaying you.” 
'ti» u'ileli alntalion I v-'plied, ** Words do not kill. I 
am your friend, wbdiing nothing Imt your welfare, and 

1 eome to ask a .--eerct inteiwiew. if what I have to 
.'ay be disphasiug lo veil, 1 will go back tlio road I 
have come.'’ S-'. ing me ilms cool, he got otf his scat, 
called his ('ld« st sen, and conducted nu' out of the tents. 
W’o sat d«wvn o.I\ the groui.d in a circle, and 1 thus 

opened (e.it : — 

“ W’hii h do yon prefer, liberty or shivery 2 Liberty, 
witliout (’oubt ! 

Fnioii or di.-'Cord i Knion ! 

( Jreatiie.ss or degradation J Greatness ! 

Riches or povi'i'ty t Uiehes ! 

(.Vuujiiest or defeat ^ ( 'ompic.st ! 

Good or evil ? Good! 

All these* advantages we seek to secure* to you; we 
wish to ( iifrauchise you from the slavery ()f the W'aha- 
hites, ;iud the tyranny of the Dsvnanlis, by uuitiug on..*- 
si hi'S iogethiT, so as to render us strong and free, 
Vv iiy do yon n-ftise f’ He answered — “ W hat you say 
is ]ilausibh', but wc will in-ver bi* strong enougli to 
resist Kbn .Sihoud 1” “■ Kbn Siboiul is a man liki' our- 

.sclves,” I remarkc'd ;--*M‘urlh<'rmor(', In* is a great 
tyrant, and God jtever favoui's ojipressors. It is not 
numbers, but skill, which gives the .superiority ; it in 
iiotlho s>Yord which soers tiic head, but (lio Nvill which 





dirocts it.” Our conference lasted a lone time ; but I 
finished by convincing him, and inducing him to accom- 
pany me to the Drayliy, who was much pleased with the 
issue of my negotiation. 

We subsequently proceeded to encamp near the 
mountains of Sangiar, which ai’e inhabited by the wor- 
ahip{)ers of the evil spirit. Tlie priiicipal tribe of the 
country, under the connnaiid of Hammond el Tanimor, 
is fixed near the river Sagiour, and does not move 
about like tlie others. Haiumoud refused for a long 
time to accede to the alliance. I had a long iu‘gotia- 
tion with him on the subject ; but being at last per- 
suaded to join us, there were many rejoicings and fes- 
tivals on both sides. Ilammoud invited the Drayhy 
to his tent, and received him with great magnificence. 
Five camels and thirty sheej> w’ere slaughtered for the 
banquet, which was served on the ground out of the 
tents. The jxiwter trays shone as if of silver ; each 
tray was borne by four meii, and coutainetl a mountain 
of rice six feet bigh, surmounted by an entire sheep, 
or a quarter of canu?!. In others of a less size was 
placed a roasted sheep, or leg of camel. A multitude 
of small plates, garnished with dates, and otln*r dried 
fruits, filled np the intervals. Their bread was excel- 
lent. They get their win at from iJiarbekir, and their 
rico from MarluicU and Mallatie. When wo were 
seated, or rather squattcMl, around this feast, we could 
not distinguish the persons oj>posite us. The Redonins 
of this tribe were much more riclily dressed than any 
we had seen, 'riieir women were very pretty ; they 
w'ore silk garments, sc'veral bracelets and ear-rings of 
gold and silver, and a ring of gold in the nose. 

After consuming a few days in these rejoicings, we 
continued our journey, and drew towards a rivt-r, or 
ratlu’r an arm of the laiphrates, whicli joins the Tigris. 
A couri('r reached ns at this place. iMountt d on a 
dromedary, ho had cleared in five days a distaiict; w hieli 
requires thirty in a caravan. He came from the dis- 
trict of Neg<l<% and was stmt by a fi‘ien<lly sclieik to 
apprise the Drayliy of the fury of Fbii Silioiid, at the 
projects and alliances he was forming against him. He 
despaired of over seeing the Drayhy in a condition to 
make liead against the storm, and str(»ngly counst*lled 
him to coiiclmlc peace with the W'alialiit.s. 1 wrote, 
in the naimi of the Drayhy, that he cared no more fiir 
Ebn Silioud than for a grain of mustard-se<Ml, placing 
liis trust in God, who aloiit* disposes of victory, 'rhen, 
by a diplomatic trick, I gave liim to umh r.-^tantl that 
the ariuie.s of the Grand Seignor would supjiort the 
Drayhy, who was mainly bent on o[)ening the road for 
the caravans, and delivering Mecca from tlie domuiion 
of the Wahabites. 

On tile following day, we crossed tin; arm of the 
laver in boats, and encamped on the other side, in the 
vicinity of the; triho El (dierarah, famed for its courag<*, 
but also for its ignoraiKv? and .stuhboriin<\ss. We had 
foreseen the extreme diflieulty tliere would be* in gain- 
ing it, not only on account of its defects, hut also on 
account of the friendship that cixistcd between its chief 
Abedd, and Abdallali, chief minister of tin’ king Ebii 
Siboud. In fa(!t., he refused to eiitcranto tin; alli.auce : 
in this stale of matters, the Drayhy judg<;d all negotia- 
tion useless, saying, that the sabre would decide betwanoi 
them. The in xt clay, Sailed went to attack Abedd with 
500 horsemen. He returned at the end of tliree days, 
having taken 140 camels and two valuable nuiro.s ; then; 
were only eight men killed, but the number of wounded 
on both sides was great. I was a witness on this occa- 
sion to an extraordinary (uiri-. A young man, a r«4a- 
tion of Sailed, was bmuglit in, luiviiig his head cleaved 
by the blow of a djerid, seven srUn’e w ounds oii tin; body, 
and a lance rennuining in his s dc. "J'li.-y proceeded 
immediately to get tlie lance (;ul, whi.-h w-as'drawn from 
tlie opposite side; during tin- oper, tior., lie turned to 
me, and said, “Don’t he ala< ned for wie, /.l..hill;ils 1 
shall not die his time.” And stretching nit his hand, 
he took my pipe, and commenced smokhTg as traiiquiiiy i 
as :f the nine wounds W’ero in sonic other" bod v. 

At the end of twenty days he was completeh cured, i 
aiid got on ho-’scback as before. The whole treatineut 1 


to which ho had been subjected, was drinking camol’a 
milk, mixed with fresh butter, and eating some dates, 
likewise prepared wdth butter. Every three days liis 
wounds were washed with camel’s urine. I doubt 
whether a European surgeon would have effected so 
complete a cure, in an equally short space of time, with 
all liis apparatus. 

TJio war was becoming every day more serious. 
Alicdd collected together bis allies to surrouml ns, 
which manonivre compelled us to go and encamp on the 
sands of (kitt'arie, when; thert; was iio wiilei*. 'I’lio 
women W'crc obliged to fctcli it from the river in skins, 
caiTi(;<l on the camels’ backs. 'I'be prodigious quantity 
required for watm-ing the Hocks rendered this an ex- 
tremely painful hiljour. < hi the third ilay, the afiVighted 
herds came tlyiiig to inform us that fitM) camels had 
been carrit'd ofi* by Abedd’s warriors, whilst they w'ero 
conducting them to the river. J’lie Drayhy, eager to 
take; vengeance for this outrage, ordered the camp to 
be i*ais(;d, and a rapid mlvance made upon the tribe El 
Chararali, resolved to fall iijion it witli all liis united 
forces. We marched a day and ;i iiiglit without .stoj>- 
]>ing, and fixtul our ten thousand tents half a leagiio 
I from Abeild’s camj). A gi'iieral and murderous battle 
! was inevitabh‘ ; 1 ventiiri;(l to make a last attempt to 
I avert it, if tlnn**; w ere yet time. 

j The Bedouins liave a gre;it resjieet for wonn'ii, whom 
they consult in all their pruecsMlings. in tin* tribe El 
i Cborarah their intluenee was v(‘ry e\tensiv«*, insonnieli, 
that they in truth ruled all ma Iters, for tlu‘y ha,\e 
goiierally much more s|»irit than tluur husbands. Ar- 
quie, the w'ife of the ►Selu'ik Aln-dd, was I'Vi ryw’liere 
knowii as a superior woman, aiul I dt.'tormiued to go 
and see iier, carry ing w ith nu* e:ir-riiigs, bracelets, nee.k- 
lac<*s, ami otlu;r trilles, as [u-esiuits foi* her, and attempt 
to gain hor tlierehy to our interi'sts. Having obtaiiusl 
some secret iiiforiiiatiou rsseiilial for my guidance, 1 
rcacli(?d her tent during tlu‘ ahseiiee of her liusbauil, 
who was holding a eouneil of war in tln‘ camp of an 
ally'. Alter many eomplimeuls and presents, I drew 
her to speak of ilie war, the real idq-'ct of my visit, 
wliieh I took cans howevi'i*, not lopuhlisli. I ('\patialed 
upon tile advantages of ai! allianee with the i)rayhy, 
merely as if it wtuv a eoiniuon topic of conversation, 

■ ami in no <legre»; as if I had bi'eii aidlioi’Isi d to s]teak 
to her eoneeniing it ; 1 told her, besides, that the cause 
of my visit was a Muy natural euvio.-ity to hi'cmiie ac- 
quainted with a female so eeleluated, who eoimnande'd 
warriors formidable from tl’.eir (‘ourage, but wliosi* 
bruti; force would avail littli;, if deprived oflier snpt'rior 
sagacity. During our eonfereuee, Imr liusbaml returned 
to the Camp ; Jiml having learnt my presence, sent to 
tel! Arquie that she should chase away with ignominy 
the spy who was with liei* ; that the duties of hospita- 
lity reslraiiiiitg his arm and preventing him from taking 
veiigeanee on the threshold of }jis own tent, he wf>uld 
not enter until my })ersoii was ejected tln'reont. Ai'- 
qiiie gave f(»r answer, with mueli liatightiiiess, that J 
was her guest, and tlitit slie would not be dielati d to. 
1 arose, and wished to take It'ave of lier, craving her 
panl ' for the embarrassment 1 bad caused her ; Imt 
she, to all appc'arance, was dis]>os( «l to givi; me good 
proof tliat ) had not atlrihtiied to her an inlliieiire 
wliieli she di-’ not prissess, for sin; forcibly retained me, 
wliil.-.t she went out to bavi; an interview with lier Ims- 
band. She soon returmal, fi>llowe<i hy Alx'dd, wlm 
treated mo wiih peditencss, and invited mo to exjilain 
to him the int<uitioiis of the Drayhy. W’itli the assist- 
; ICO of his wife, 1 succ(H‘(I(mI in gaining his confidence, 
ami liefore tin* day was over, it was he who was solicit- 
ing me to jiermit him to accompany' me to the Dray hy. 
But I excused myself from that, intimaliiig to him that 
I dared not present him to tlieernir, w ithout ])rcparmg 
Iiiiii bi'forelutml, as he was much exasperated jigain'^t 
him, but that 1 would gf) and plead hiseanse, and shortly 
traiiMiiit him an aiiswiT. 1 thus (juitted him, even as 
eager to enter into the alliance as 1 myself was to draw 
Jiim tluTi to. 

In cous<;quenco of an invitation from tlio I)rayliy'» 
Abedd came in a few days to attacli Jiis seal at the 
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of the treaty, and to exchange tlie camels which had gotten all the aifection I have exhihitcd for thee ? Hast 
hoeii reciprocally taken during the war. This entangled thou forgotten thy children ? Come, arise, invoke God, 
business being thus brought to an agreeable termina- follow me, and curse the devil who has made thee com- 
tion, we left the sands to proctjed to the territory of iiiit this folly.” But Hafza, far from being moved by 
Atteric, three hours from tlie Tigris, nesir the ruins of the softness of Aloyan, re})eated to him, “ Get out, fly, 
thecastl<i El Attera, wliere we encamped for eight days, or I will give the alarm, and call Farciss to slay thee.” 
the pasturages being very abundant. Having rclreshed Thereupon, seeing all was in vain, he seized upon her, 
our flocks, we resumed oiir route towards the East. gagged her mouth, and, in spite of all resistance, dragged 
One day we met a Lk*(louiii mounted on a line ])lack lier on his dromedary, and tarried not until he was 
dromedary. Tlie scheiks saluted him with an air of beyond the reacli of the voice. Then, placing her 
iiiterest, and asked him what Ijad been the issue of his beltind him, he continued his journey at a slower pace. 
jiu'Ianelioly bnsiiu^ss of the preeo'ding y('ar. 1 got an At day-break the corpse of Faress^ and the disap- 
aceount of liis Ijistory, which I found .sufhciently inte- pearance of tlie woman, put the camp into a tumult; 
resting to insert in my journal. Aloyau (such was the the father and hrotlu'rs of Faress pursued and over- 
name of the Ib'donin), wluMi hunting gaztdlcs, came to took Aloyan, who defended himself against them with 
a piece of ground, wlierc broken lanct;s, bloody sabres, heroic courage. Ilafza, getting free from Ikt bonds, 
and extended corpses, gave indicatieiis of aroeeiit fray, joined the assailants, and cast stones at her husband, 

A plaintive sound, which fell faintly on his ear, drew one of which struck him on the head, and made him . 
Ijim towards a boa]) of })odies, amidst which a young stagger; hut although covered with wounds, Aloyan 
Arab still breathed. Aloyau hastened to aftord him succeeded in beating down bis foes, lie killed the two 
succour, hoisted liiin on his <Iromcdary, conduch'd him brothers and disarmed the lather, saying that it would 
to his tent, and, by bis aflV‘Ctii)nalo care, r(‘storcd him lie disgraceful for him to kill an old man ; so, returning 
to life. After lour moiitlis’ convah^scicnce, Faress him his horse, he told liim to get home as fast as iin 
(thus was the vouiided man designated) sjmkc of could. He tbcti once more seizcMl upon his wife, and 
his departure, lad Aloyau said to him, “ If we must proceeded to his tribe without exchanging a single word 
really |)aj't, 1 will cominct tliee to tliy tribe, and will with her. He called togetlier all his relations, and, 
leave thee th«Te witli sorrow ; hut if thou wilt stay with ]dacing Hafza in the midst, ho said to her, Give thy- 
iu(‘, llioii shall he as my broLlier ; my mother shall he self an account of all that has passed ; 1 will ho guided 
thy mother, and my wife thy sisti r. Ib-llect upon my by the judgment of thy father and thy brother.” Hafza 
)»roposal, and give me lliy calm dirision.” ‘‘ Oh! my told the truth ; and her fatlurr, full of indignation, drew 
benefactor,” answiU’iMl Faress, “ wlicrc shall 1 find words his sahre, and laid her prostrate at his leet. 
like those ilial you address to nu‘ ! Without you, J Having now arrived within four hours of Bagdad, 
should not he amongst tla,* living at tliis hour; jny M. Lasenris secretly revsorted there to see the French 
flesh would he in tin.' entrails of birds of i»vey, and my consul, M. Adri(‘n de t.’orrence, and to negotiate with 
bones ground in tlie jaws <d‘ fei’oeious b(*a.ds ; sinee you him for tlie advance of a larg»; sum of money, 
iiuh'ed wisli it, tlion'fore, I will remain with you, but On the following day, after passing the Tigris, at 
it shall be to serv<' you all my life.” A nnniv«? of a Macliad, we fixed our quarters near the river El (.V 
very diilerent nature* whieh lie\lid not tt'el Indd enough haun, wlnm w«i learnt that a fierci? war had sprung up 
to avow, dt'eided I'aress in this la'solutlon, to wit, the l)etween the lledouins who took part for or against, our 
love wlii'.'li lie \v;i.s liegiimiiig to entertain for llaf/tK alliance, ^elieik Jhraliim urged tint Drayhy’ not to 
the wife of Aloyan, wiio had attended him. This love ling<*r, but to join our allies as <piickly as possible, 
vas reeiiu-oc.'il.*^ ( Vuiseqnently, we jirocct'ded to encamp lu-ar several 

One day, Aloyan, who bad no suspicion, h -ft Faress small s)*rings at El Darghonan, twenty hours from 
to escort bis mol her, wife, and two children, to a new Bagdad, and the following ihiy we traverse'll a high 
nieamjinieiit, w hilst lie himself proceed<‘d to the cliase. eiiaiii of mountains. We had tilled our skins, wliieli 
Farc'ss had not strength enough to resist this disastrous was a necessary precaution, as we had a march of twelve 
op]ioitnnily. IIej)laced the tent upon a camel, and hours to make over burning sands, where neither water 
theri'wiih the inotlier and eliihlren, telling tlnun t<»pro- nor pasturage was to be found. When we reached the 
ceed onwards, and he would follow shortly with Hafza froiilit'rs of I'ersia, we met a messenger from the tribe 
on horseback, lint tin' old woman looked ‘long in vain; K1 Aeligaha, who bore a letter from the chief Dehass, 
Halza eanie in-l ; Earess Iiad goiu' olV with her, on a who elaimeil the asristamaj of the father of heroes, the 
mare of singular sv\ ifi ness, to his own tri]>e. In the chief of most redmibtable warriors, the puissant Dr.'iyhy,’’ 
evening Ah.vaii arrived, wearied with his hunt; he against his enemies, who were 15,000 tents .strong. Wo 
sought lor his tent among'^t lliose of tlie tribe, but saw ! were .six days from this ti’ihe. The Hrayhy, issuing his 
it not. 'I'lii' old mntbi'r had been unable to ])iteh it I ovd<-rs to continue the march, cU'ared the distance in 
alone, and lie found her S'-aled on the ground with the tluxe days, giving ns no interval of rest, not even for 
two children. ‘‘And where is Hafza!” said he. “1 meals. The chief part of the fatigue, in this forced 
liave luit seen either J lafza. or l ar<‘ss,” she replied ; “ 1 march, fell upon the women, who had to make bread and 
liave waited for iliem since the morning.’’ 'J’lu'ii for milk the camels without halting. 

the first tiling tiie truth llaslud across Ins mind; .md The arrangemeni of their locomotive cookery was curi- 
haviiig assisteil his motlu r to set the tent, he went ofl’ ons enoiigdi. At fixed distances were women occupied 
oil his black dromedary, and continued on for two days upon it without intermission ; the first, mounted on a 
until ho came to tlu’ (rilie of Fai’ess. He .stoppnl lit 1 camel loaded with wheat, liad in front of her a hand- 
tlio entra./ict' to tin* canqi, with an ol«l woman w'ho j mill. Tin* wlieat once ground, she passed the meal to 
lived alom*. Why don’t yon go to tin* .^eheik T’ said | her neighhenr, who was occupied in kneading it with 
.she; “there is a, fi'stival to-day; Faress Ebu Meludi, water, contained in leathern bottles suspended down tho 
who liad been ](>ft for dead on tiie fu'ld ol battle, is re- sides of the camel. The paste was passed to a third 
turned, having hronght with him a beautiful woman, feiuah*, who baked it in thin slices on a chafing-dish, 
and this evening the marriage is to be cebdirated.” with wootl and straw'. These slices were distributed 
Aloyan disseinbic'd, and waited until night. Wiieii all by her to tlu' division of warriors whom it was her pro- 
were buried in slei'p, crept into the tent of Faress, vince to feed, and wlio came every minute to securo 
cut oil* his lu’ad hy a blow' ol‘ Irs sabre, and carried the their jiortions. Otlier women walked by the side of tho 
trunk out of the camp ; then returning to the tent, lie she-camels to draw' the milk into cadafis (w oodeii bowls 
found his wife asleep, whom be awakened, saving to her, lioiding four quarts). These were handed about from 
“It is Aloyan who calls thee ; follow me.” Slie .arose nu atli to month to satisfy thirst. Tho horses fed aa 
in alarm and said to him, “ Fool that thou art! Faress they went, having sacks hung to their necks. When 
and his brothers w'ill slay thee ; lly !” “ 1 1 '.aitress ! ” any one wished to sleep, he stretclu'd his full length on 

cried Aloyan, “ wliat liave I done that thon thusireatest his camel, his feet fixed in the bugs for fi av of falling, 
me? Have I ever contradicted thee? Havel ^‘ver ad- The slow and even movement of the camel induces sleep, 

dressed to thi?e the slightest reproach ? Hast thou for- like the rocking of a cradle, and I never slept bettei 



LAMABilN^S 

than in this journey. The wife of the Emir Farcss gave body was asleep in the camp, with the exception of the 
birth to a son in her haudag, wlio was called Harma, four negroes on guard at the entrance to the Drayhy’a 
after the place we were passing when he came into the tent. They uttered a loud shout when they saw ino, 
world. Hanna is tlie point of junction of tlie FiUphrates and hastened to awake their master, who camo out with 
and Tigris. We shortly afterwards joined three tribes ; Seheik Ibrahim. They embraced me with tears, and 
El llarba, El Snalleme, and El AbdVHe. We had 7000 liberally reconn>ensed my deliverer. The Drayhy was 
tents when Dchass came to meet us. Tliis imposing grievously alllictcd at the treatment I had suffered ; and 
array infused frcsli courage into us ; we gave him a so gross a violation of the public law excited his indig- 
magnificent supper, after wliicli ho put his seal to our nation. Ho gave immediate orders for preparations 
treaty. for the fight ; and at the rising of the sun we saw that 

TJie enemy was still at a tiay’s distance from us. Our our enemies w’ero as ready as oursidves. During tho 

horses and men Ijaving great occasion for rest, tho first day, thiiro was no decided advantage on cither 
Drayhy ordered a halt of two days ; ]>ut our foes were si<le. Auad, chief of tho tribe Siuillemd, lost his mare, 
not disposed to accord us so dosirahlo a truce. As soon for which he had refused 2.'), (UK) piastres. All the 
as they heard of our arrival, they put tlu'inselves in Dcdoiiins participated in his alllietion, and the Drayhy 
marclnng order, and the next <lay :U),0()0 men were gave him one of his host liorses, ivhh'h, however, was 
encamped at an hour’s space from us. Tho Drayhy far inferior to the filly ho had lost. Tho next day, tho 
caused his army to make an instant advance to tho battle raged with more viruloiipo than the preceding 
banks of tlie river, in the fear that they puri'osed to one, and our loss was greater than tho enemy’s. Wo 
intercept us from water, and wo took up a position near were obliged to act with extreme caution, having only 
the village of El Hutta. l.'ijOOO men to oppose to them. Forty of our pai*ty fell 

On tlio follaM-ing day, the Drayhy stmt a coneiliatory into the power of the enemy, whilst we made only fif- 

letter to the cliieJ's of *tlie five tribes’' wliieli liad coin'e teen prismiers : lint llained, the son of tlie cliief Saker, 
to attack ns, but this inanieuvrc was attended with no was amongst them. The captives were put ill irons on 
Buect'ss ; their re])ly was a thx'laralimi of war, the stylo hotli sides. 

of whvcli proved dearly that our iuti'idions ha<l been After these two days’ fighting, there was a tacit truce 
inisvepresentt'd, and tliiit these ehuds acted upon some for tliree days, iluring which the armies remaiiu d in 
extraordinarv inipulsi'. presence of each other, witliout any hostile demonstra- 

Selieik Ibrahim j'roposed to send me to fliem, wiili tion. On tin? tliird day, the .Sebeik Saker, accompanied 
presents, to end(>avoui* to come to an e\])lanalion. by a single follower, came to our camp. He was uneasy 
iMy taubassies bad succeeded so well t)re\ iou:>ly, tbat 1 as to (lu' fate of bis son, a courageous youtli, who was 
accepted the miNsiou ■wiili ]il(.‘a‘-uv(^, and departed with adored by bis falber ami the lb ilonins ot bis tribe ; lu* 
a solitary guide ; but we liad seaively r« aelied tin; tent came to «dier a ransom for liim. Ilanied bad bi>en very 
of .Mabdi, who was in tlu^ van, tlian tlie advaneecl guard well treati.-d by ns, and J bad mys(‘lt dressed Ins wounds, 
of tlic Jledouins fell upon us like Avild beasts, plundered The Drayliy recreived Saker with great distinction, 
ns of our ]>rest nts and clotlu s, elapjied irons on our After the usual eomplinumts, the latter si)oke of the 
leet, and left us naked on tlie burning sand. It aaus m war, expressing bis astonishment at the ardour of the 
vain that 1 sn]<pllcated fur jK'vmis.'-iuii to (*x[»lain my Drayliy tor this coalition against tlu* Wababitey, and 
mission; they thri'ateiied im* with iinnuMliate <leaili if intimating tbat lie ct)nld not entht sneli disinlcrestcd- 
i did not liold m; ‘ongiie. Jn a few niimites (. saw the lU'ss, but that tluTe ninst be s('eret motives or personal 
pertidions Ahsi, lie pedlar, eoniiiig towards me. I tlu.n views. \ on eaiimd take it amiss,” be adiK d, “ if I 
umlerstood tin; eau-o of tlu' unlu ardod’ trealmcni with do not join yon, w itliout knowing the object pro}>osed. 
which 1 liad lieen visin d ; be ba«l iraA olh d from Irib'e i’ut mo in sour eonlid'.nee, and I Avill second yon Avilii 
to tribe to rai>e n[) enemies against us. 'flu' sight of all my power.” N\'e la.-jilied to liim, tliat we were not 
liim roused me to siieh a pitch of ang* r that i li it my hi tin* habit ol admitting to our seiovts those of Avlm r 
prostrated eourag..* revive, ami found invbi If in a. .staTe friondsbip we were not well assured, but tbat if lu' 
to die bravely, if f could not live to avenge myself. He would sign our treaty, nothing w'ouM be eoma'abMl frem 
came uj) to*me, and, sjiifting (Ci my face, cried out, hiin. Ho tlieii aslaal to be infonmd taiiebirg tlie teians 
Iniidcl dog ! - in what inanner <Iost tlioii w isb me to llu rcol ; and, alter bearing the ditlerent articles read, 
separate iliy send from rliy IjodyF’ Hy Si.ul,” 1 be a]»poared well coiitenteil with tliem, assuring us tliat 
observed iii'n^ply, is not in tliy power; my days are matters had been ivpresentod in a very contrary light ; 
munben d by lla- great (iod ; if they are ii*)v>' to iinisb, ‘'iJid be then relatc'd to us the ealimmies tbat Alisi bad 
it i.sa small inalter luov, but if I baVe .‘■‘ill to live, thou f^l'read cone rning us. Ho concluded }>y allixiiig liis 
liast no power t<i make mo di«.'.” lie retired in enb.r -s' al to tin? loot ot the treaty, and afterwards pressed ns 
to irritate the IJoflcuins against me, and with such elfeet to eomninnieati' to him the end that W(> desigiu'd to 
that tli«-y all, iimn and women, came to look at and ill Httain. Sclieik Ibrahim informed him, tbat our inkii- 
uso mo; bi.ine sjiat on inv i'aee, otin-rs tlirew sand in f''Ui was to oj)on ;i ])a.ssag(i from tlu' coasts of Syria lo 
iny eyes, and several pricked me witli their <ljerid.s — the frontiers of India, for an army of l()0,()0l) men, 
ill a word, 1, remained twenly-i.mr h'-urs witluiut e.atiiig ^'uder tin* eommand (if a potent compieror, who wouM 
or drinking, (iiduring a martM^h^i impossi- io to eidVaiichiso the lledoui ns from tlio Aoke of the Turks, 
describe. Towards llie evening'of the second day, .a '>re. to them tlie sovtTciguty over the whole country, 
young man, named Jaboiir, came up tome, and drove oir liand ov< r to them tiio treasiin's of India, lie 
the ehildn ii who wa j o tormenting mo. I iiad airoa<Iv •'s.- lire* I him that there wa.s nothing to lose, but every 

thing te gam, by tb(' ex<'ention of ibis pi’ojecrt, the snc« 
ces.s of Avhicli dejieiidi’d on the union of forces, and 
me.nimiiy of will, lie imdiTlook lliat their camels 
would lx; hijed, at a V( ry liigli juice, for tin; carrying 

sujiplies for tins ]iug(* ai-iny,and ojr ned to liis vi(ov tlu: 

extricate me from tliis e -iul!ii<,n, I will r<-ward vou commerce of tin;, so vast couiitrii’s, a.s inevitably leading 
geiieixjusly.” He pronu .( d to aie nijit it; .ind. 1” fact, 1^* f** inexhaustible source of wealth, 
in the middle of tlx: nigiit, I ", anic liaek vvhh tl (; k‘ V oi' ^''aker enten d completely into our view's, but it 
my iroiiH, wliich be bad iiad ;..i u i ss < n<.ngh to pnxnire h( liov(jd us furtlier to c.xjilain to him, that tiuA Walia- 
whilst the chiefs were ai - r. uidocked them I iiiigbl j‘»‘nder our plans abortive, as Ins religions 
■ivithout nm.se ; and, not all .wiiiLr ij p..,,. p,.,. . fanaticism would uiujut stionably ojijiose the jiassage el 

I regained our camp as b ,t a.^ i could -a.i. J^Vv.ry j u Cliris.tiae anny, and his ambition fur dominion, which 

j had already reii(l<'red him inast<;r of Yemen, Mecca, 
* Tho tribc'i w'cro i:i F('flhny, riucf Doi. ^ ig Mr., j .inn. I Medina, would iiilhime him with a desire for Syria, 
chief fiaker Ebn Ibuued ; FI S:i.bii:i, ( h. f .v.Mi. ji j- ... neud; i wIktc tin; 'I'lirks were unable to olftT any serious ro- 
Mouayojje, chief haiBiu;-^i and Mcimyi a«5, cUkC >micr Kbn 

1 • Eba SUk- ul, the Kii.;.; of the Wahabites. is often Unis called. 


uKen nuTieeol luiii ; b.ir amongst mi tbos(; whom I had 
seen that «lav, be al'inc l.ad not iiiaIfroat(‘d me. lie , 
offered to bring me i^onu' hr. ad and AvaU r at tile fall of 
night. “Hunger mid Ibii-.^t are of Jittb; i.iomciit to { 
me,” I ansAvercfl him, Aviib tlianks : “but if 
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sigtanee ; begides, there was another consideration, that 
a great maritime power, the foe of that which we 
favoured, would undoubtedly form an alliance with him, 
and send troops by sea, to cut us off from the road 
through the desert. After much argument, in which 
Saker exhibited an equal portion of judgment and 
sagacity, ho gave in entirely to our propositions, and 
pledged himself to use all his influence over tlie other 
tribes. It was settled that ho should be the chief of 
the Arabs in the country wo now occupied, as tin? 
Jlrayhy was of those of Syria and Mesopotamia, and Im 
hound himself to unite, under his orders, tlio different 
tribes in the course of the next year, whilst we pursued 
our route ; and ho promised, that, upon our return, 
every thing would bo arranged. VVe then separated, 
delighted wdth each otlier, and we loaded hi.s son with 
presents, and set the other pri.soners at liberty. On his 
side, ho sent hack oiir forty horsemen. The next daj', 
Sakcr wrote to us tluit Mohdi and Douackry wouhl no I 
longer oppose our designs, and tliat they were going to 
confer willi Jlargiass, three hours from the camp. 
Accordingly, they struck their tents, and we ditl the 
same; for tlio congregating of so great a number of 
people and animals had covered tlie earth with liltli, 
and rendered our sojourn in that spot quite intoleraldc. 

Wc proceeded to enearip six hours ofl* at IMaytal el 
ijbbcd, where wo remained eight days. Saker came to 
visit us, and it was agreed that ho alone should take 
charge of the union of the llcdouius in tlie.st; districts, 
vdiilst wo returned into Syria., lest tliat, by ahandoiiing 
our first eompiest for too long a tim(‘, our em'inies 
should take advantage of our al.)s(*nee to embroil our 
alfalr.s, and detach tlio tribf's from our nlliance. 
sides, spring was already advanced, and it- behov(?d 
us to make* haste, for fear the pasturages of Syria and 
Mesopotamia should he oecujiied by otlier<. AVe tben'- 
tbro deferred to Ibe following yt ar tbc projf'Ct of 
pusliing our ju’ogrt'ss to tlie frontiers of India. P«y 
that time Saker would bare an opportunily of prepar- 
ing tlie pr*o]d»' to second our ('xertions, for, as he said, 
we uproot a tree liy one of its braiielies.” 

A few days’ mareli reeonducted us through AIoso- 
polamia. W(^ took two days to ])ass the Jluphrales, 
near Mansouri, and eh-ar the desert called K1 Jlnmad, 
SVo oneaniped in a plat?o wIkto there was no water fit 
1.0 drink. It is g(jt only hv making deep Inth’s, but when 
<»btained it can lie used only by the beasts, for men 
<*aimot drink it. This s|:ot is called llalib el L)ow, 
because there i.s nothing but milk to satisfy thirst. 

From there wo went to I'll Sarha, which was ahuii- 
daiitly providetl with water and pasturage. We liopeil 
to make amends for our late pri\ation, but a singular 
eircuinstaiico gave us a very speedy disgust. The soil 
there is covoreil with an herb named e/ khraffour, 
which the camels eat wdth avidity, and which po.ssesses 
the propei’ty of inebriating tliein to .‘such an extent as 
to render them imad. They run to the right and left, 
«*rushing ail that they encounter, overturning the tents, 
and pursuing the men. During forty-eiglu. lo ■i-.rs no 
person could close an eye ; the Bedouins were inces- 
santly employed in calming the fury of the camels, and 
getting the mastery over them. An actual war wtuib.l 
have be>n preferable to ibis continual strife with ani- 
mals, wliose prodigious strength, increased b^'^ delirium, 
exposed us to incalculable danger^*. But it seemed lliat 
the triumph of skill over force had gi cat charms for 
these children of nature ; for w'l.en I went lo the Drayliy 
to deplore the state of confusion in which this novel 
revolution kept us, he ilid notliing but langli, and 
assured me that it was one of the greatest amusements 
of the Bedouins. Whilst we were spcakhig, a camel of 
astonisliing height advanced right upon us, it.4 head 
aloft, and tossing up the dust with its broad hoofs. Tho 
Drayhy, seizing one of tho stakes of his tent, waited for 
the fuidous animal, and lent it a violent blow on the 
skull. The wood brokiv, and the cam, I turned away to 
exercise its ravages elsewhere, A di.spnte there ,q>oii 
arose as to which was the strongest, the camel t)r the 
schoik. The latter argued that if tho stake had not 
biiappcd, ho would have broken his adversary’s head : 


but tho witnesses asserted the superiority of the animal, 
because it had shivered the obstacle which was opposed 
to' it. As for me, I decided tliat they were both of 
equal strength, since neither had been vanquished. 
This judgment excited tho laughter of the whole 
auditory. 

Tho next day wo raised the camp. A messenger 
from Saker overtook us on the road, bringing us an 
account of Ids bad success in the negotiation with 
Jfargiass. Absi, the pedlar, engrossed all liis favour, 
and animah’.d him more and more against ns. He had 
decided upon joining Mchanna, and uniting himself 
with tho Waliabites, who were to send an aiToy to 
destroy us. Tho Drayhy returned for an.swer, that he 
need not trouble Jiimself, for (lod was stronger than 
1 they, and would caiiso tlio righteous side to triumph; 
After this interruption, wo continued our journey. 

I Shortly afterwards, we learnt that tbc tribe El Calfa 
was cncampf'd at Zualma. 'fhe 1 )r:i yby judged it of im- 
portance to be assured of the co-opei alioii of tliat power- 
ful and coiirageon.s tribe. Its ficlnrik, (liassoin, was an 
old friend of the Drayliy ; but ho could neither read nor 
write, and therefore it was dangerous to addrf-ss a letter 
to him wJiich iniglib be reail by a Turk, which circum- 
stance would give an ( ssential derangemciit to our 
alfairs, as wo had learnt to our <T»st by the examplo 
of tiu! writer Alisi. It ^vas then fovo T once more who 
was dispatclied to A'i.sit liim. I went OiV witli an escort 
of six men, all inounh'd on dromedaries. At the end 
of two days wo arrived at the place designated ; but, 
to our great disgu'^t, we found tl;at the camp bad been 
liroken uji, and left no truce wbiiluo* it had gone. AVo 
pas.sod the night without eating or drinking, and held 
a consultation on tlie fblloniiig day as to what was to 
be (lone. The most pres.sing einerg. iicy Nvas to supply 
tlie want of watt'r, for, as Is well kimw ii, lidrst is far 
more' insuiuiortablc! tlian limiger, and it was alisurd to 
imagine that we slioiild fall iu with a sju’ing and tho 
tribe at the* ‘'a me time. A\'(.‘ wander'd three eiitiro 
(lays, wiihoiil finding either nater ('r food. Aly palato 
was so parched, (liat 1 could no longer move tny tongue, 
or utter an artieuin.te .sound. 1 liad exhausted all tho 
means of chelating tliij-sf, by piiftlug iM‘hb!»’saud leaden 
balls into my monili, ai'd niy face b< canii.i l.)lack, and 
my strength allogetliev for‘-:o"k me. h-iiddenly my com- 
jianions slioutt'd out with ecstaev, (iionb el filiamiii !’* 
and rushed forward. '1 lien' na'ii, bardened to fatigue, 
.sustain privations in a tnanner pevh'ctly iiu‘<,)jieeivablo, 
and ibey were far from tlu' thgiloralde stal<* to which I 
was redimed. ^^ei ing them go off, the irritability of my 
nervi's, produced );y exfreiiu* exiiansdon, made me 
despair of t ver reacliing the \\('1I, in wlu'eli it noenrred 
to UK' they would not 1' av{“ a singh' dion, and 1 tlircwr 
myself on the ground, and wi'pt. Seeing me in this 
‘I ite, they came hack, and encouraged me to make ati 
olVort to follow' tln'in. Wlieii arrivi.d at the brink of 
tho well, one of tliern, h'aniiig on the parapet, drew' out 
Ills sabre, saying, that he would strike olf the head of 
any one who Yeniuri'd to come nearer. “Bo guided 
l»y my exj>eri<,‘U(.-^,"’ ho added, “ or you wall perish.’* 
1 1 is aut lioritativo toiK' awed n ■ . and w c obeyed in silcnct?. 
lb? calliKl ns oiu' by one, and made us bend over tho 
edge of tho well, to breathe lirst of all the humid air. 
Tlieii lie drew a small qnantiiy of water, and touched 
our lips w'lfli Ills fingers dipped in it, beginning witli 
me. iSy degrees bo aliowed us to drink half a cup, then 
a whole cup, and thus continued for three hours ad- 
ministering it to ns in rations, at the end of which time 
lie addressed us as follows: — “Mow', you may drink 
aAvay, >ou run no risk; but if you had not follow'cd 
my directions, yon would have been all dead, as it 
usually happens to those who, after suffering thii’st a 
long lime, slake it without caution.” 

We passed tho night in this place coiitlnually drinking, 
as much in the way of a siibstitiito for food as to ap- 
peas(3 our thirst ; and the more wo ixiiired down our 
throats, the more we wished ti) j*our down. Tlic next 
day wc mounted on a height to liavc a more exteuded 


The namo of a wcU-knov.'u wcU iu the dvaert. 
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view, but, alas ! no object presented itself to our vision 
ill tliis immense desert. At last, however, one ol the 
liedouins thought ho descried someth ing in tho dis- 
tance, and declared that it was a haudag, covered with 
scarlet cloth, and borne on a very lofty eamcl. His 
comrades saw nothing ; but having no inoiv flattering 
symptom to look after, we turned our eyes in tho direc- 
tion he pointed out, and, in fact, shortly afterwards we 

{ lerceived a great tribe, and hail a distinct view of the 
laudag, which had servcnl us as a beacon. Very for- 
tunately, it was tho tribe we were in s<‘arc‘h of. 

Giasscni gave us a civil reception, and endeavoured 
to make us forget our fatigues. Having finished mat- 
ters with him, he dictated a letter for the Hrayhy, in 
which he bound himself to jilacc his men and goods at 
his disposal, saying, that the alliancii between them 
should be one of the very closest, on aeeount of their 
old friendvship. I departed, guarding widl this iinjior- 
tant document, but much disturbed at tin; news bo gave 
me of the arrival (>f a princess, tho daugliter of the king 
of England, in Syria, where slu' dis])layetl a regal luxnrv, 
and where she had been received with tlie highest 
honours by the Turks. Slie had louih'd Mehanna el 
Fadol with magnificent presents, and liad been escorted 
by him to Falmyra, where she had illstributed Jier 
largesses with profusion, and seeui’ed a formidable 
t^arty amongst the liedouins, who had jiroelaimcd her 
their queen.* 8clieik Ihraliim, to whom 1 coimnniii- 
cuted this intelligt iice, was struck dumb with tllsniay, 
as he doubted not it was an intrigue >\hieli would blast 
all bis projects. 

The Drayhy, taking notice of onr chagrin, told ns 
not to be cast down, as sacks of gold might be senttt'red 
from llama to the portals of India, without dt'taeliing 
any friendly tribe from tin* solemn alliance wliich it had 
contracted. “Tin? word of a lledouin,” he subjoined, 
“ is sacred ; pursue your designs, without disturbing 
yourselves about any reports. As for myself, 1 have 
fixed iny plan for tlu^ cam})aign ; I shall de]*art for the 
Horan, in order .o ket'p an eye ovi.r the proceedings 
of Ebn Sihmid, for Ikj alone is to 1 m* feared hy ns ; J 
will afterwards return, and eiieani]) in the neighbour- 
hood of Homs.” 

Scheik Ibraliini, having no Tuonev or goods, decided 
upon hending me without <leJay ti> (Joiiefain, whence J 
should dispatch a messenge.r to AlepjM) to bring a /irofi 
vf UtUaris. I set olf in a j<iyous mood, enchanted witli 
the idea of sec'iiig my frii*iids, and o,f taking some repose 
amongst them for a short time. Thi* first day of iiiy 
j(.urney passed over witliout any oceurrence worthy to 
be recorded ; but the next day, about four in the afrer- 
Jioon, when .at a ]>laee called Canlomm, 1 fell into the 
mitlst of a tribe which I believed our friends, but wbieli 
I found to be that of jiargiass. it was loo late to go 
lack ; .so imtting th** best faei? on the matter 1 eouhl, 1 
went straight up to the tent of the scheik, pT'<*eede<l by 
my negro Fodda ; but sea reel y had iic put his foot on 
the ground, Ilian lie was ma.ssaered b<*for«.* my eyes, 
and 1 perceived wjtii ;ilarni that all flieir .swords wc r<? 
raised above ni(*. My uH’riglit wa.'^so great, that i 
know not what followcfl. I only recollect having cried 
out, “ Hold ! I claim tlio prot<;etion of tlie daughter of 
Hedal;” afti^r whieh 1 fell down in a s\e<M»n. W hen i 
opened my eyes, ! was lying in a tent, surrounded by a 
.‘'Core of women, who wi*rf! stiaving to restore me, by^ 
Jiolding burnt hair, vinegar, and onions, to my nostrils, 
whilst others were deluging me wifli water, and be- 
smearing my parched and eoiitraeted lips with melted 
butter. As soon as I bad eome to my seiim s, the wife 
of Bargiass took bold of n^- liand, and said, *'* \e\'er 
fear, Abdallah; yon are wbb the daughter lledal; 
no one can injure yon.” 

Shortly afterwards, flargiass jutv'”'^ presented him- 
self at the door of the tent, ’o nia! •, as h - -aid, his p«>;;ce 
wiH me, she exclaimed, ‘ Jlytiic hend niyfatii**!, 
you shall not come in until Abdallah Is con.pieu. v 
cured ]” I 

♦ This pretended pT;nrc‘;3 was no other than Lady Hester 
Stanhope. 


I remained three days niidel* the tent of Bargiass^ 
tended in tho most aflectiuiiato manner by his wife, who 
in the meantime negotiated for a reconciliation with her 
husband. I was so enraged at his brutality, that I had 
great difliciilty in pardoning liirn. However, after some 
delay, T consented to forget tho past, on condition that 
he Higned the treaty with the Drayhy. We then em- 
braced and swore fivatcrnity. Bargiass gave me a negro, 
.saying at the same time, “ 1 have sacrificed your silver, 
and 1 give you a jewel in return.” This was a pun on 
tho names of the two negroes, Fodda^ silver, and 
(/iau/iar, ii jewel. He afterwards made ready a feast, 
in lioiiuur of our reconciliation. In the inid.st of the 
repa.st, a courier from the Drayhy arrived at full gallop, 
bearing to Bargiass a <ieclui*ation of w'ar, in terms by 
no means flattering. It ran thus: “Ob ! tlioii traitor, 
who violatest the sacred law of the Bedoniii.s ; thou 
infamous fellow, wlio slayest thy guests ; thou black- 
faeed Osmanli ; learn that all tlie blood of thy tribe will 
be an insufiieient saei*ifice for that of my dear Abdallah ! 
l*repare for the combat ; my steed sliall enjoy no rest 
until 1 Jiave destroyed tin; last of thy race !” I in- 
stantly departed, to ])revent bloodshed, and to inform 
Scheik Ibrahim ami tlio Drayhy of the true state of tho 
ca.se. 1 cannot describe the joy with which I was 
received ; tluy could not bt‘lieve their eye.s, so mira- 
culous did they conceive my safety. 1 gave them an 
account of all that had pas.stHl. 

On tlie following diiy 1 rt'sumed the route to Corlc- 
Inin, in wliich ])Iace 1 remained twenty days, waiting 
the return of the me.ssonger I. had sent to Aleppo, j 
had great need of this repose, ami of the op])ortiinity 
it afforded of getting iny ehithes rem'wed, as they \vi*re 
all hanging in rags. 1 was compelh*d to tarry longt'r 
than J wished, for news eanu* that an army of Walia- 
bite.s liad burst into tlie desert of J)ani:is(*u.«i, and 
])Inndcred several village.s, massacring the imni and 
i'hihlren, ami sparing nolliing but tlie women. M’he 
Sclieik of Corietnin, in no condition to make active 
resistance, sluit the? g.ates of the town, forbade any ouo 
loaving, and aw.aiU'd tin* coui'se of events in fear and 
Irembiing. We soon learnt that tin* (‘iieiny Inid attacked 
Palmyra, ami that the inhabitants, having retired into 
the enclosure of tin* teinj'h*, bad di'IV iui'd themHi lves 
with success, insomneh that the \Vabal)ites, being un- 
able to forci* tlieir defenci's, bad C'.mlentecl tlu'iiisel ve.s 
with killing the camel-lierds ami cany ing off the tloeks. 
From there tliev bad gone to jiillage tin* village of A rack, 
ami bad spr<*ad themstdves in tlie m igbboiiring distriet. 
This ilisastrons intelligence g.ive im* inneli alarm for 
the fate of my messi nger, w ho, m'verthele.ss, arrived 
safe and sound witli Selndk lliraliim’s money. He had 
taken refuge for .some time in Saddad, whose inhabi- 
tants, liaving just paid a heavy eonti ihnli«>n, Innl notliing 
to fear for the moment. 1 availed myself of this cii- 
cumst.’iiice ; ami jnilting off my Jh*donin dress, I attired 
inysi'lf as a (’hristian of Saddad, and gained tliat vil- 
lag(*, wh<*r<? 1 ohtain(*d tidings of the Drayhy, who was 
eiieanijied at (ihamlat el (’liam with tin* tribe of Ikir- 
giass. J joined him as quickly as jiossible ; and I learnt 
vv ; iinieh vexation that a forinidahlo coalition liad 
beirii formed between Melianna el Fadel and the triht? 
of tlie SamarcamI eoiiiitry. d'liey bad i*ntered into 
jilots wmIi iiie governors of Homs and llama, thus unit- 
ing both Turks and Hedouins against ns. Iiithiscri- 
tii'il situation I call<‘d to iriiml our fru'iid Soliiymaii- 
Pach.'qaml 1 induced Sche'ik 1 braliim to go to Dama.sciis 
.and hold a conference witli Jiiin. Wc immediately 
.b narted, andstoppcMl at the hou.scr of the pacha’s prime 
minister, Hagim, who told u.s the name of the pretended 
English j»rincesH, and also that it w'ushy means of Lady 
Staiiliopo's presents that Mi haniia had s<*cured a powor- 
fnl party amongst the Turks. These details conlirnied 
our Buspicioii tliat England, being apprised of our pro- 
jects, hu<i subsidised tho Waliabitcs in one quarter, 
whilst in aiiotlmr .slio strove to unite theSyrian Bedouins 
with the Turks, by the influenco of Lady Stanhope. Our 
im*eting witli an Fngli.shmun, wdio took tho name of 
Sch<‘ik 1 branim, at tin? house of M . Chabassnn, strength- 
cued llicb .* coiijcetui cs. Ho endeavoured to question 
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but we were too mucli on our guard. Having and rank. When he had dlmoniited, the Drayhy made 
obtained from Soleyman-Pacha what we desired^ we him sit in the place of honour^ in the corner of the tent, 
hastened to regain our tribe. and ordered coffee to be brought. Then Mchanna, 

The courage of the Drayhy did not slacken, for he rising up, said, " I will not drink thv coffee until we 
jisRured us he would make head against the strongest ^hall he completely reconciled, and nave buried the 
party. The bouyonrdi whicli Soloyman - Pacha had seven stones.” At these words, the Drayhy also rose ; 
granted us, imported that the governors of 1 loins and tlioy both drew their sabres, and. gave them to each 
llama were to respect lus faithful friend and well- other to kiss, after which they embraced, as well as all 
beloved son, the Drayhy Ebn Challaii, who was to be tlie spectators. Mehanna then made a hole about a 
strictly obeyed in his character of supreme chief of the foot deep in the ground with his lance ; and selecting 
desert of Damascus, and that all alliances against him seven small stones, ho addressed himself to the Drayhy 
>vcre contrary to the wish of tlie Sublime Porte. For- thus: " in the name of the God of peace, for thy gua- 
tified with this document, we advanced towards Hama ; rantee and mine, we will thus bury our discord for ever.” 
and a few days afterwards, Scheik Ibrahim received an As they threw the stones into the hole, the two scheiks 
invitation from Lady Hester Stanhope to pay a visit to her, covered them up by pushing in the earth witli their 
as w(^!l as his wife, Madame Lascaris, who had remained feet, whilst the women uttered deafening shouts of joy. 
at Acre. 'J'liis invitation vexed him the more, that he This ceremony (which is calk'd hasnat) being finished, 
luid for three years shunned letting liis wife know any they resumed their seats, aiideoff’ee was served. From 
thing al)Out him, in order that she might not learn the that moment it was not permitted to recall the past, or 
place of his abode, or his intimacy with the Bedouins, to speak (»f tlie war. 1 was assured tliat a reconcilia- 
As it was, however, necessary to give some answer to tion, to be regular, should always he made in this nian- 
Lady Stanhope, he wrote to her, that he would do him- iier. After a plentilul repast, I read over the treaty, 
self the honour of waiting upon her, as soon as circum- to which Mehanna, and four other chiefs of tribes, 
stances permitted ; and at the same lime he dispatched appended their seals.* Their unik'd forct^s amounted 
a courier to his w ife, to instruct her to decUiio the invi- to 7()00 tents, and, what w as much more important, tho 
tation on Iier part ; but in this latter step he was too Drayhy becaiiu*, by this junction, tlie chief of all the 
late. Madame Lascaris, being uneasy as to tho safety Syrian Bedouins, amongst whom there did not remain 
of her hushand, had immediately proceeded to llama to a single enemy. Saber went to Homs to solicit the 
visit I^ady Stanhope, hoping through iier to get some freedom of Fart'ss, wliom he ])ronght with him, decked 
trace of him. M. Lascaris thus found himself compelled in a pelisse of honour, to take ]):irt in the general re- 
to go an<l join her. joicings ; after which the tribes separated, and occupied 

During* these transactions, ^Mehanna came nearer tJie whole country from the Horan to Aleppo, 
and nearer, believing biinsc'lf sure of tlu* co-operation Wo now only waited for tlie (‘iid of summer to take 
of the Osina nlis. The Drayhy, jmlging that the jiroper our departure for the East, st) as to bring the affairs we 
time was come to produce tlui pairha’s houyourdi, sent had eommenecMl in the preceding year, with the tribes of 
his sou SaluT to Homs and Hama, where he was Bagdad rind Bassorah, to a successful issue. This in- 
reeeived with tho grent»'st distinction. On siadng tlu tmwal of calm and leisure was taken up with prepara- 
order which lu^ bore with him, the two governors plueed tious for the marriage hetwei'n tiiarah, son of Paress, 
their troops at his disposal, declaring Mehanna a trai- chief of the tribe Kl Harha, and Sahha, daughte r of 
tor, for having call<?d the Waliabitos, tlie most bitter I’argiass, the most heantiful niaiil in the desert." 1 took 
enemii's of tlu* Turks. toi especial interest in the affair, as I had known the 

Lady Hester Stanhope having Invited Saber to visit bride whilst residing in her nu)tlier\s tent. Faress 
Iier, loadcfl him with ]»n*seiits, both for himself and his begged the Driiylty to accompany him to the camj) of 
wife aiul iiiotluT, pivsentod eaeli horsianan in liis suite Burgirvss, to make tJie demand of marriage. 'J'lie ehief 
with a mashlali and a pair of boots, and announced her men of the tribe, in tlieir richest elotbes, escorted tliein. 
intention of sliortly visitinj, his tribe. M. Lascaris did We arriveii at tlie tent of Bargiass without any one 
juit derive so agreeable return from his residenci; coming to meet ns. Bargiass did not even rise to re- 
nnder her roof. Lady Stanhope having vainly tried c<*ive us, such being the usage in similar cireumstancea, 
by adroit crosK-qnestioning, to get from him some in- as the least ajijiearaiiee of eagerness would he looked 
Imiiiation as to his relations with tluvBedoniiis, assumed upon as improper. After some moments of silence, 
at last an imperious tone, which gave M. Lascaris a tlie Drayhy, ojiening liis mouth, s:iid, “ Why do you 
liretext to break with Iier. He sent hack his wife to give us so jiuor a welcome? If you will not give us 
i^ero, and quitted Ladv Stanhope in oomplete I'liinity. any thing to cat, wu will return home.” During this 
Mehanna prepared to cowmcncn the .struggle ; bu jienod, .Sabba, baving witlulruwn into the part of tho 
])«*rc('iviiig that the Dravliy gave no symptoms of fear ti lo. resi'rved to tlie women, scrutinised her admirer 
at his approach, he jinlged it prudent to he assured through an opening in the cloth. Before entering upon 
of a n'inforcemeiit of (Isuuiiilis, and theri'fore sent lii.s tlie negotiation, the young girl is called upon to give a 
soil Faross to Homs, to claim the execution e.f tho go- ^^igu that she likes tho man who aspires to her hand; 
venior’s promise ; but Im, instead of iiiv»*.stiiig Fire.ss f<»r if, after tlu* secret surva'y of wliieh I have spoken, 
with the Command of a body of troops, had him wel she makes know n V her mother that he does not please 
ironed and thrown into on. M<*hamia, disiiiaved her, things go no farther. But on this occasion, it was 
at this disastrous state of tilings, saw himself fall in one a handsome young man, of noble and haughty mien, 
Tuoinent ^roin the siipremi- eomiiiaiid, to tho dohdul ainl 1 "ho pre.*ient«'d liim.solf, and Sahha made the signal ot 
liiimiliating necessity, not only of submitting himself to ’ consent to her mother, w ho then answered the Drayhy, 
tho Drayhy, hut also of solkjiting his protection agaiii.st “ Von are At'ry welcome I Not only will we give you to 
tlie Turks. The jiGor old man, dumbe'undod at this eat most cheerfully, but we will also grant whatever 
iiiiexpiH'tcd stroke, was coin])c*ll. <1 to im[)loro the media- you ask.” To wliiidi gracious auiiouncemeiit tlie Drayhy 
tion of Assaf, Scheik of Saddad, wlio promi.sed him to replied, “ We are come to ask your daughter in mar- 
negotiato a peace. Accordingly, lie acco npanled liiiu riage tor the son of our friend; what do you wish tor 
with 100 troopers ; and leavinghim with his escort, at her dowry ?” Bargiass replied, “ 100 nakas,t tive horses 
Fome distance from the camp, ho advanced alone to the of tlie Negde breed, 500 ewes, three negroes, and three 
tent of the Drayhy, wlio received him .as a friend, but uegresses to wait upon Sahha ; and for the bridal 
ndiised for soiiu'* time to entertain tho submis.siou of wartlrobe, a maslila embroidered with gold, a robe of 
Mehanna. We tluni interposed in his livvour, Scheik Damascus silk, ten bracelets of amber and coral, and a 
Ibrahim thus repaying him the hospitality with which he pair of yellow boots.” The Drayhy made some ohser- 
liad received us on our lirst arrival in the desert. Salu^r, Those chiefs w’ero, Zarack Ebn Fahror. chief of the tribe 
also, kissing his fatlier’.s hand twice, joiiu d his 8oIi'’ita- pj r.i.mlbm; Oirnh Ebn MeKhiol, cliief of the tribe El Giahma; 
tious to ours. The Drayhy having at last yielded, the chief ohalcbEbn Uamboim, chief of the tribe El Ihillabiss; and Furesa 
men of tlie tJ*ibe jmt themselves in order to proceed and Kbn Nedgod, chief of llie tribe l-:i Maslekber. 
meet Mehanna, according to the respect duo to his ago f sho cameUi of tho beat breed. 
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vationa qjmh the exorbitancy of this demand^ 

^ Thou wishest surely to prove the Arab proverb, 
Jf you are not willing to marry your daughter ^ demand 
a high price for her. Be more reasonable, if thou de- 
sirefit this marriage to take place/’ 

After a discussion, the dowry was fixed at fifty nakas, 
two horses, 200 ewes, a negro, aud a negress. The 
W’ardrobe remained such as Jlargiass had demanded ; 
and they oven added to it by giving rnaslilasand yellow 
boots to the mother and several others in the family. 
After liaving written down the terms of tho convoiition, 
1 read them aloud. Afterw’ards the assistants recitetl 
tho prayer Faliha, tlie pater nosier of tho Moslems, 
which imparts, as it were, a sanction to the contract, 
and then th(?y served round camel’s milk, as they would 
have served lemonade in a town of Syria. After tho 
collation, the young men mounted on horseback to pur- 
sue the games of tho djerid* and other sports. Giarah 
distinguished himself, in order to gratify his bride, who 
observed, with groat satisfaction, his agility and gmee- 
fulness. We separated at tho fall of night, every ono 
having his mind full of the preparations for the nuptials. 

At tho end of three days, the dowry, or rather tho 
price, of Sabha, was iu readiness. An immciiso con- 
course went forth in the follow ing order : — At tho head 
marched a liorseman, with a white tlag at tho end of 
liis lance, w’ho cried out, “ I bear the stainless lionour 
of Bargiass.” After him were camels, adorned wilh 
garlands of fiowers and leaves, accompanied by their 
conductors; thou the negro on horseback, I’iclily dressed, 
siHTound(?d by m(?n on foot, singing popular airs. Be- 
hind them rode a troop of warriors, armed witli muskets, 
which tliey kept constantly discharging. A woman fol- 
lowed, carrying a large dish of fire, into wliicli she threw 
incense. Tlien came the milk ewes, conducted by shep- 
herds, singing as Chibouk, the brother of Antar, did 
nearly 2000 years before; for tho manners of tho 
Bedouins never alter. After them appeared the ne- 
gress on horseback, surrounded Ijy 200 women on foot; 
this group was not the least noisy, for tho shouts of joy, 
and the marriage songs of the Arab females, are more 
shrill tlian can be imagined. 'J'he cavalcade was closed 
by a camel, beai’ing tho bridal w'ardro])e; tho mashlas, 
embroidered with gold, were extended on all sides, and 
completely covered the animal ; tlie yellow’ hoots Iiung 
around his tlanks,and the jewels, arrang(;d in festoons, 
and displayed with art, formed a most brilliant sj)ec- | 
taclc. A youth, {»f tho most disliugnished family, was | 
seated on the camel, crying out, with a loiid voice, ' 
“May w’o always he victorious! May the fire of our 
enemies ho for ever extingiiislicd !” Other hoys ac- 
companied him, chanting, “ Amim.” As for myself, J 
ran from one ST)ot to another to enjoy the sight more | 
fully. _ JJ' « I 

Oil this occasion Bargiass came to meet ns, witli tho j 
horsemen ami women of his tribe. On tlie junction (»f ■ 
the two cavalcades, the shouts and .songs became ahso- ■ 
lutely dt!afcning, and tlic horses, darting on all sides, • 
shortly enveloped us iu a cloud of dust. When the ! 


came that a formidable army of Waliabites had ap. 
peared in the desert. Couriers were dispatched to all 
the tribes to order three or four of them to join 
together, so that they might bo ready to receive tho 
enemy at all points. Little was now wanting for tho 
nuptiiils to be ushered by a fight to the death, instead 
of the mock battle, which is usual on such events. 

Tho Brayhy and tho other chiefs went forth, at an 
early hour, with 1000 horsemen aud 500 women, to 
proceed to the conquest of tho beautiful Sabha. When 
at a short distance from the camp, tho cavalcade halted ; 
the old men and women got oft* their horses, and awaited 
tho issue of a combat between tho young men who 
strove to caiTy off tlio bride, and those of her tribe who 
opposed their design. Tliis fight is sometimos attended 
with fatal consequences, but the bridegroom is not per- 
mitted to take part in it, as his life might bo exposed to 
the plots of his rivals. This time, the combatants got 
oft* w ith a score or go of wounds, and tlie victory, accord- 
ing to ri'uson, wuh with our champions, who boro away 
the bride, and consigned Jier to the females of our tribe. 
Sabha was accompanied by twenty young maidens, ami 
followed by three loaded camels. Tho first carried her 
Iiaiidag, covered witli scarlet cloth, trimmed with fringes 
aud knobs of various-coloured w orsted, ami ornamented 
with ostrich-plumes. Festoons of slu lls, aud little fillets 
of coloured glass, adorned the interior, aud formed tho 
frame-work of small mirrors, wdiich, placed at inter- 
vals, reflected tho scene on all sides ; silken cushions 
were also prepared to receive the bride. Tho second 
camel was loaded w ith lier tent, and the third with li(*i’ 
carpets and cooking utensils. 'J'he hrido being seated 
lor liaiidag, and surrounded by tho wivi.'s iif tho 
chiefs, likowi.so mounted on tlunr camels, and other 
women on foot, the inarcli commenced. Jlorsenn'ii, 
cantering in front, nnnonneed our a])proaeh to tlie 
tvihes who were to meet us ; and they eaine fin’ward, 
s[)riiikling incense, and sin lightering slieep, at tho feel, 
of* tho bride’s eamcls. No deseriplioii cun give an 
e.Nact idea of this scene, nor of tha* wliicli continued all 
the iluy and all the night. Jt would ho iinpossiblo 
to depict the dances, songs, firing of muskets, ban- 
quets, sliouts of all sorts, or the tumult, which folI')\M d 
our arrival. Two tlionsand pounds of lacc, tweniy 
camels, ami fifty sheep, wen* con.snmed at the fable <>1' 
the chiefs. Eiglit entire tribes wi'ro fed by tlie hospi- 
tality of Faress, and they still kei>t shouting iu lli(‘ 
middle of the night, Let anyone who i.s hungry com 
and eat.” xMy reputation was so great arnong.st llimii, 
that Giarah asked me for a talisman to assure the liaji- 
piness of lii.s marriage. 1 accordingly wrote his cyplu r 
ami that of Jiis wife in Knrojiean letters, and deliven d 
liim the .same witli much solemnity. No one could liaM 
doubted the efficacy of thi.s charm, on beholding the 
satisfaction of tho newly-married pair. 

Some days after this solemnisation, having hi eii 
appriseil that the Wahahites, with a force of 111,000 
fighting men, were besieging J’almyra, the Drayhy 
issued orders to proceed to their encounter, and we 


presents were displayed, aud rang'f 1 in order around ! 
tho tent of Bargiass, coffee was made in a huge cauld- ; 
ron, and eacli took some, whil.st waiting for the feast. 

Ten camels, thirty sheoj), and a j'ro<.igiou.s quantity ' 
of rice, formed th«.- gmuiidw’ork of the repast, after 
which a second cauldron of coffee was em}>tied. The 
dowTy being approved of, tho ceremony w as concluded 
by a fresh recital of tho prayer, ami it wa.s agreed tliat 
Giarah should come and take his bride in three day ! 
Before departing, 1 w\ nt to the w'omeii’.s aj)artnient to j 
introduce Scheiklhrahiintrja more part icuk.,rae {uaint- 
anco with the wife of Bargios and to again thank licr 
for the care she had taker ^ i me. Sl>c replied that she 
was disposed to increase my < hhg i‘ions to her. 
nving me her niece in n.rTria^r ; i,,ii Ik I'oralinn 
deiitrred to the next year iny profiting by t d 
wishes ill this respect. 

On the eve ot the day fixed for the. nuptiaU-, a rep. t 


» mo up with them at El Duuh. A few shots wire 
oxch.anged to tho fall of night, hut without coming to 
any serious coinhat. I had an ofiportnnity of appreciat- 
ing the* h nefits oF the mardouft's in these desert w.ars, 
wliore the supjdio.s for the army must ho carried witli 
it for a lengthened period. 'I’lieso camels, each hctariog 
two men, arc like locomotive fortresses, and .arc pro- 
vided with all that is iiecc.ssary for tho noiirishnient 
ami defence of their riders. A leather jar of water, a 
.sack of meal, another of dried d.atts, a jug of hatter, 
and iminitions of war, form a sort of square tower on 
the hack of the animal. Tho men, comfortably perched 
on rope seats on each side, need no assistance from any 
one. When they are hungry, they knead a little meal 
with some butter, and cat it without being baked ; a lew 
dates, aud mouthful of water, completing tlie repast 
of these moderate men. Tliey do not quit tlie camel to 
sleep, hut rtretcli themselves out as I have already 


♦ An eqvf^sLian cTcrcisc with staves, which .aiC IhroWi* like 
javelins. These bUYes oic calicil djorida. 


explained. 

Tlierc was a more sorloiia fight tho following thiy. 
Our Bedouins fought with more energy than their 
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l)ecause they had behind them their women and cliil- 
ilren ; whilst the Wahahitcs, far from their homes, and 
in search of nothing but plunder, wore not anxious to 
risk their lives when there was nothing to gain. Night 
parted the combatants, but at tho dav/n of day the 
battle recornnieuced with I'ury, At last, victory de- 
clared in our favour towards evening ; we slew sixty of 
their warriors, took twenty-two prisoners, fourteen lino 
jnares, and sixty camels. Tho rest lied, and left us 
masters of the held of battle. This victory considerably 
jiicreasod the renown of the Drayhy, and Scheik Ibra- 
him was beside himself with joy, crying out, at repeated 
intervals, “■ Thanks bo to Glod, our business ])rosper 3 
Having no more enemies to fear in tho destirt of 
Syria, Seheik Ibrahim separated for some time from 
flic Drayhy, and went to Homs to buy merchandise, 
and to -write to Europe. During our sojourn in this 
town, he gave me full liberty to amuse and solace my- 
self after all iny fatigues. 1 made excursions into the 
country every day -with my young friends, and I felt a. 
double enjoyment in this life, by tluJ contrast which it 
all’ordcd to that I had led amongst the Arabs. But, alas ! 
iny joy was destined to he of sliort duration, and to be 
<juickly changed into bitter sadness ! A inessongor, 
who had been to Alep])o bringing mon(*y for M. J.as- 
caris, handed me a letter from my inothor, who was 
j)lunged into tlie de])t]is of aflliction by tho deatii of my 
elder brother, carric'd oil* by tlio plagii(\ Her loiter 
was quite incoherent, on account of her grief. JShc was 
igMoraiit what had become of me for nearly tliroe yc'ars ; 
and .she conjured nu', if I wcr(5 still in the land of tin 
living, to come and see her. This dismal intelligence 
look away my se'n.s(;s, and I reinaimsl tliive days uncon- 
scious wliere L was, and without taking any nourishment 
Owing to the atUuitions of M. l.as<*aris, I recovered 
from my swoon by d(‘grc(?s, but all the favour 1 couh: 
ohiain from him was liberiy to write my p(»or mother, 
and send Jier my h’tti r only tlio day belni-o onr ile]*ar- 
tni-e, ](.-st she slauild iK'vsi'lt' conui in seandi of mo. lhii 
I pass over tho details of my -la.’rsonal, feelings, wliicl 
eiinnot inteia st tilt* reader, to la^turn to our journ; y 
'I’lie Drayhy liaving givt'u ns to undeiNtand that In 
>vould soon dcj'.art; for the East, wc liastonoil to get oi 
the road to join him. He had placed at our ilisposa 
lliroe camels, two marcs, and lour guides. The day o: 
our departun? from I loins, 1 felt so extraordinary ai 
c]<])ivssion on my heart, that 1 was disiioscd to regan 
it as a proseiitimeiit <»f misforluiio. Jt si'cnu'tl to m( 
that I was marcliing to a, ]*reiriaturo death. However, 

1 reasoned as well as 1 could upon tho inatier, and a' 
h'ligth persuaded mysi lf, that the heaviness I experi 
encod was occasioned by llu* di'prcssion into which inj 
nuitlier's pitiable lett(T had j hin'^ed me. So we set otf 
and after marching tlio whole day, our guides indiicoi 
ns to c.oiilimio tho journey Ity night, as we had only s 
twenty Inmrs’ ilistanco to clear. Nothing of inoincn 
occurred to us until inidiiight. Tlu* monoto)a)us motioi 
of tlio inarcii was setting us a-ch)zing, when the guid 
ill front exclaimed, Keoj> your eyes w ith; a\*ak«- .an 
take c.arc of yourselvc.s, for we arc on tho bj’ink of 
deep precipice.” 

The path was only a foot broad ; on one si<h: w e had 
perpendicular moniitaiii, ai don the otlier the pnadjiit 
called Wadi-el-Hail. 1 awoke w ith a start, ruhhecl m 
eyes, and seized hold of the bridle, which 1 liad h't f:ii 
on tho neck of my mare, hut tliis prec.vution, whic 
W'as intended for safety, was precisely what endangerci 
rny life, for the liori-e, h.iving stiinibled against 
stoiu?, fear made me jerk therein.s w ith too ’ uicli fore 
tho animal reared, an<I, in coining to the earth agaii 
it got olf the track, and tumbled headlong down th- 
precipice, carrying me witii it. What followed the 
hrst moments of agony I luiow not, but Sclieik Ibrahim 
favoured me afterwards wdth the account, wbicli f hero 
give. Trembling w itli alarm, he deacended from horse- 
back, and attempted to pry into the gull’ d'**, n which I 
had disappeared ; but the niglit W'lis too (kick, the nr.I.sc 
of iny horse alone giving any token of the disaster, and. 
ho could see nothiiig hut a black abyss beiioatli Jiis feet. 
Then he began to weep, .and to eonjuro the guides to 


descend tho precipice, but they pronounced it imprac- 
ticable in the deep gloom, assuring him, besides, that 
; was quit© useless, as I must, of necessity, not only bo 
lead, but brayed to atoms by the projections of tho 
ocks. lie thereupon declared lie would not stir from 
lie spot until the daylight permitted a search to be 
nnade; and lie promised 100 tallaris to him who should 
•ring up my body, however mutilated it might be, as 
lo could not consent to leave it a prey to wild beasts. 

J.C therefore seated himself on the edge of the gulf, 
iwaiting, in mournful despair, the first glimmerings of 
lie dawn. 

As soon as it was light, all the four men descended 
.vitli difiiculty, and found ino witliout consciousness, 
laiiging by my belt, head downwards. The mare, quite 
lead, wjus lying a few fathoms lower down, at the bot- 
oin of the ravine. I had ten wounds on my licad, my 
eft arm xvas completely milh^slicd, my ribs crushed, 
iu<l my legs lacerated even to the bone. When they 
laid me at tlic feed, of .Scheik Ibrahim, I gave no sign 
)f life ; he tlirew himself upon me weeping ; but having 
;omc surgical Icnowledge, aud never travelling without 
k small niedieiue chest, ho gave not himself np long to 
a barren grief. He, first of all, convinciMl himself, by 
ipplying spirits to tho no.stril.s, tliat I wa.s not quite 
leail, HO he carefully placed me on a camid, and returned 

0 the village El Habedin. During this sliort passage, 
ny body swellefl jirodigiously, hut gave no other sign 
of life. The scheik of tho village had me laid on a 
mattrass, and sent to fetch a surgeon from Homs. J 
remaiiietl nine avIioIc liours, without evincing the least 
sensibility. At the end of that time 1 opened my eyes, 
without liaving any perception of what was going on 
irouiid me, or the least recollection of what had bc- 
faih'U me. 1 felt myself as if under tho inflmnice of a 
dream, experiencing no ]tain. In tliis lethargic state 

1 continiK d tw’Oiity-lbiir lnmrs, and came out of it only 
to lx? torluiXMl })y incond ivahle agonies. It won! .1 have 
been a hundred times better that 1 had reinaiued at the 
bottom of the* precipic(‘. 

.Scheik Ihraliim never left mo for an instant, and was 
iiic.'ssaiit in lii.s pri.inis' s of rt'eompense to the surgeon, 
if he succ«'c'ded in saving my life. This latter was full 
of zeal and good wdsiios lor my recovery ; Imt his ability 
was not of the lirst ord(U', and at the end of tliirty days 
1 w’as in a. state so deplorable that gangrene was feared. 
The Drayhy had come to sec me, as soon as he heard 
of my aeciilcnt ; lu* also shed tears over my shattered 
person, and .stimulated the activity of my iirofcssional 
attendant by bribes to liis eii])idity. In the midst of 
his acute .sensibility, liow'cvcr, ho could not avoid an 
oeeasional lanientalion f«u’ the loss of his marc Abaige, 
wliicli was of tho pure breed, and w'ortli 10,000 pias- 
tre’. Jiut ])otii lie ami Ibrahim wiTo truly chagrined, 
fo * th(‘v were aj)preliensive not only of losing me, to 
Avhoin, indeiMl, tlu'y wi-re sincerely attaehed, but, still 
more, »)t' seeing all their oju rations ovei’tlu’owu in con- 
‘^equeiice, of my jleatli. 1 endeavoured to ro-assuro 
tlu'iii, ]»y felling lla in that 1 did not believe 1 should 
die ; hut there w as tio t'xpectatiou to be indulged that 
T should he in a lit state to tra\el for a very long time, 
if 1 did not finally sneeninb. 

Tho DraHiy w a.s oldiged to take leave of us, to cou- 
tinno his iiiiLU’atioii lo the east, wliere he was to pass 
tho winter. ISelu ik Ibrahim was in utter despair, when 
lie saw my laiiiditLon become daily worse. At last, 
having bei'ii informed that a more skilful surgeon than 
tlio first one lived at El Da*ir Attic^ he sent for him ; 
but ho refused to eouio, requiring that the invalid sliouhl 
he brought to him. (\>iisequently, they made ready a 
species of litter as wtU as they could, and carried mo 
to liirii, at the risk of witnessing xny dissolution on the 
road. This new- surgeon entirely changed the dressing 
of r’-v wounds, and washed them with hot wine. I skiid 
three months with him, suffering a pure martyrdom, 
and a thousand times I’egretting the death I had e.scaped 
from. 1 was subsequently transported to tho village 
of N'abek, where I was confined to heil for other five 
months. It was onl;> then that a state of convalescence 
really comnienecd, although it was often iuterrupted 
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by relapses; when 1 saw a liorsw?, for instance, I grew 
pale, and fell off in a fit. This nervous state continued 
for nearly a month longer. By degrees I succeeded in 
overcoming this feeling ; but 1 must confess that a dis- 
agreeable tlirill nhvays seizes me when 1 see that 
animal, and I swoi’c at th*at time never to mount one, 
without an absolute necessity. 

My illness cost nearly 500 tnllaris to Scheik Ibrahim 
—but what valuation shall I affix to his paternal care 
and solicitude ! J surely owe my life to him. 

During iny state of convalescence, we learnt that our 
friend, the I'acha of Damascus, was displaced for an- 
other, Soleyinau Selim. This iutolligeiiee annoyed us 
very much, as we feared we might thereby endanger 
our infiuenee with tlje Turks. 

Ten months were elapsed, a second spring had come, 
and we wore impatiently awaiting the arrival of our 
friends the Bedouins, wJien a courier fortunately 
reached us, with the happy tidings of tlu'ir approach. 
We liastcned to send him back to the Drayhy, who 
gave him a large reward for the good nows he brought 
of my recovery ; it caused a general joy in the camp, 
where I had been long n'gartli'd as a dead man. We 
waited for a few days more, until tbe tribe liad come 
nearer to us. In this interval a singular story came 
to my ears, which I think worthy of being related xis a 
picture of manners. 

An Anatolian merchant, with an escort of 50 men, 
w'as driving 10,000 sheep to sell at Damascus. On the 
road lie got ac(juainted with three Bedouins, and ft>rmed 
a fricndsiiip with one of them ; at the moimuit of sepa- 
rating from them, his friend jiroposed to unite in a 
fraternity w ith him. 'i’he inerehuiit saw no great pur- 
pose to be served by bis having a brother among the 
beggarly Bedouins, he being a man of ten thousand 
filieep, and escorted by fifty Holdi<‘Vs j but the Bi-douin, 
by name Chatti, insisting upon the matter, to gt*t rid 
of his iinjjortnnity he cons(?iited to give liim two pias- 
tres and a handful of tobxu^co, as pledges of fratiTiiity. 
Chatti divided il.e two piastres between his eoinratles, 
saying to them, “ Be witnesses that this man lias be- 
come my brother.” 

They tlieii separated, and the inercliant thougld no 
more about it. When he had arrived at a spot <%'illed 
Ain el Alak, a party of Bedouins, supei*i(»r in nuniher, 
attacked his escort, j)ut it to llight, seized upon his 
fclieep, and completely despoiled him, leaving iiiin no- 
thing but the sliirt on his back. Jn this denuded 
l)light lie reached Daiiiaseus, cursing the Bedouins and 
his pretended brother, Ciiatti, whom lit? accused of 
betr.ayiiig and selling him. 

The news of so rieli a capture soon sjiread throughout 
the desert, and came to the ears of Cliatti, who, seeking 
<Mit his tw'o witnesses, came with them bifore Soultaii 
el Berak, chief of the tribe El Ainmour, amioiineod to 
biin that lie w'as the brother of the. merchant who liad 
been plundered, and suimiioiied him to get justice 
executed, so that lie might fulfil tlie duties of liis frater- 
nity. Soultan, having lieard the e^ i(l<?iice of the two wit- 
nesses, was obliged to aecoinjiany^t 'hatti to the selnak 
of th(! tribe El ]N'ahimcii, w'ho Jiad got possession of the 
sheep, and <ieiiiand tlu'ir restitution according to the 
Bedouin laws. The scheik felt iriinse^*’ eonstrained to 
restore th(*m ; and tJhatti, being well assured that not 
one was wanting, set oil’ for Daniaseus with tin; lierds 
and flocks. 

Leaving them outside the city, lie entered alone to 
seek out his brother, wlioin he found staited, iu dolefol 
mood, before a calc in iln? l,'a/aar. He >vent straiglu 
to bini with a joyous a.r ; Ipit the merchant a vc^’ted Jiis 
lace in a rage, and (Cliatti had great ditiicultv in getting 
him to listen to him, and stiil more in convii.’ciiig him 
that his sheep w'ere waiting for h."’ bevond the waills. 
Ho feared a frcsii snare, and -oiseut/d most ivlm-- 
tardly, to follow the lied min. VV lu a lUo sigla of iiis 
flock asst red him of the truth, he fell upon the nee: of 
Chatti, and expressing to him the fulnoj-a of hl^ gntti 
tude, ho urged him to accept a recompense pre .if»rtiomMl 
to BO great a s< rvie(;. But the Bedouin would <»nly 
ip«<!«eivea pairof liootsaud a cafiC (handkercliief), worth 


at the most a tallari, and after cathig with his friend, 
he set off to rejoin his tribe. 

Our first interview with the Drayhy w^as truly touoli- 
ing. He came himself, with the chief men of his tribe, 
to seek ns at the village of Nabek, and carried us, as it 
were, in triumph to the camp. On the road ho told ua 
of the wars he had sustained in the territory of Samar- 
cand, and the success he liad liad in conquering four 
of the principal tribes,* and afterwards inducing them 
to sign the treaty. It w^as of great importance to liavo 
detached in time tliesi> tribes from the alliatiee of the 
WahaViites, whose tributarit!s they had formerly been ; 
for rumour ran that our enemies were preparing a 
fomiidahle army, and flattering themselves with the 
prospect of hecoiniiig masters of all Syria. VVe shortly 
afterwards had authentic intelligence that this army 
was on the march, spreading everywhere on its passage 
terror and d(.‘vastation. 

'J'he Pacha of Damascus sent orders to the governors 
of Homs and Hama to mount guard night and day, and 
to keep their troops rearly for battle. The inhaliitants 
tlrd to the coast, to get out of the way of the Waliahittvs, 
whose name alone w^as sulticieiit to scare lliem fi’om 
their hearths. 

TJic Drayliy was honoiin^d with an invitation from 
tlie ])acha to come to L)ainascns, and hold a e«»nlrreiicu 
with him. Fearing sonu^ tn'achery, he excused him- 
self, under the ]>retext of being unable to quit his poht 
at this critical jimeture. He tlt Tiiaiuled soni»‘ auxiliary 
troops from him, hoping witli tlu'in to make head against 
the oneiiiy. Whilst waiting for this reiiiforeommit, tin* 
Drayhy caused a solemn declaration of war to he made, 
according to the custom of the Bedouins on grand oe- 
easions, in the follow ing mamier : — A whin? she-cauK*! 
W'as Selected, wliieli lliev eomph'tely blackened witii 
smoke and oil; they put a halter of bhndi hair ujMuj 
Ikt, ami set on Inn* hack a young maiden dressed iu 
black, her face ami liamls hedng lilctwvise ])aiuted black. 
Ten men condiieted her from trilie to ; and upon 

arriving at each, sh(‘ cri<-d out thia e times — 

“B(‘cruit! rc'cruit ! recruit! Who will whifoji this 
camel for ytiU i .See a piece of the Drayhy \s tent, w hich 
threatens ruin ! Ilastmi, hasten, gi-eat and gem ivai.s 
ehampioiis! 'I'he W ahalu'tt? <‘oim\s, he will carry a.way 
your ullitJS and hrcthreii. All yon w ho hear im'. address 
your praytU'H to the prophets Mahomet and Aii, tlie 
iirst and the last !” 

On uttering these words, slu' distributed haudt'nls 
of black hair, and h-tters frrnn the Drayhy, imlicaliag 
the place of rendcr/voiis on th(‘ ]»anks of the Oroates. 
Jn a .slun’t timi* our camp was .swelled witli thirty trilus, 
uniteil tipon one plain, tlie rojies of the baits tomduiig 
each otiicr. 

Till? I’aeha of Damascus .sent htlOO men to Hama, 
eommamled by bis Hfqthew, Ibrahim J*aeha, to wail 
there for ollnu’ troo]>s, which the pachas (»f .Vhqqio aiul 
Acn? had to furnish, d'hey laid scar<*el\' efleeli il a 
junctioji, when the arrival of tin* Wahahites at Palmyra 
was aiiiioimci'd by the inliahitaiits, who fled for rcfin;*; 
‘ * Hama. Ibrahim J’aeha wrote to the Jlrayhy, who 
siiortly visife<l him, ami tlu-y arranged in <*o)!cert 
tlndr plan of defeiiei'. 'fhe Drayhy, who liad taken m»; 
with liiir ns his e(ums(dlor, iiilormed me of his agree 
ineiit ; an>l I observed to liim, that the sti])ulation, lix- 
ing the union of tin; BedouiiiH and 'I’urks in the same 
• :i.i)ij>, w’.'iH very dangerous, as thi^ latter, during tiic 
fiinmlt of battle, liad no means of distinguishing tlieir 
friends from tlndr enemies. Jn laei, as the Jledoiiiu.s 
..re Jill dresscfl alike, they mily r<*eognise r-aeli otln’r iu 
the frxiy by their war-cries, (;a<di tribe continually re- 
peating its own, a.4 J\hi-aVI el Allia Doualli ; Klirail cl 
Biond.’i Jlassny ; Jxlirail el Hainra Dafliry ; Ac. Ivhrad 
.signifies cavaliiu's ; Allia, iJiomla, HiCmra, indicate the 
colour of .some favourite mure; JJoualli, Hassiiy, Ikd- 
firy, ar(‘ tlie names of tribes ; it is as if we said, (Unuiitcf 
of the red ware of Ac. Others invoke tlieir 

♦ The trtbft Vj\ Krassa, cJiicf Zidirninin Kbn iTowsnl ; the tribe 
K1 cJilef Nnbnc JChn JIabi*tl; the tribe J^l Mcraikrat, 

chlc;f ItouUjin Ebn Abed ; and tho tribe EJ Eckcr, chief Alfttwio 
Ebu Fayiiau. 



sisters, or some otlicr beAuties ; tlius the war-cry of the The next day wo received a reinforcement ; the tribe 
I)rayhy is, ^na akhron Itabda — “I, the brother of £1 Hadida arrived. It was 4000 strong, all mounted 
jlabda f that of Mehaniia, “ I, the }>rother of Fodda on jackasses and armed with muskets. We numbered 
both of these chitifs had sisters renowned for their our forces, and found them amount to 80,000 men ; the 
beauty. The Iledouins are very i)roud of their war- Wahabites had 150,000, sh the battle on the following 
fries, and treat him as a coward who dares not pro- day was to their advantage ; and the noise of our defeat, 
jioiince his own in the moment of danger. The Drayhy exaggerated as always happens in such cases, reached 
gave to my arguments, and got Ibrahim l*aclia to llama, and threw the inhabitants into consternation, 
foiiseiit, though with much difficulty, to a division of The second day more accurate iiitcilligonce calmed their 
their forces. fears. For twenty days, an alternation of good and bad 

The n(!xt day wc returned to the eatu]!, followed by fortune put our constancy to the proof. The fighting 
the Mussulman army, composed of Dalatis, Albanians, became every day more terrible. On the fifteenth, we 
Mogrebins, Ilouaras, and Arabs; in all 15,080 men. had to resist a new enemy more formidable than the 
'J’hey had with them some pieces of ordnance, some Wahabibis — famine. The town of Hama, which alone 
mortars, and bombs. Tlioy pitclu.'d their tents Iialf an could furnish subsistence to the two armies, exhausted 
lioiir’s distance* from ours. Their haughty miens, tho or concealed its Bupt>lics. The Turks took to flight, 
viiriety and richness of their costumes, and their ban- and our allies dispersi.d to avoid dying of hunger. The 
Tiers, fVuaiK'd an imposing jirospt'ct ,* but, iri spile of camels, forming tlio ramparts of tlie camp, gnawed each 
their fine appt\-i ranee, the Bedouins ridiculed them, other. In tin; midst of these frightful calamities, the 
junl said they would be the first to fly. eoiirage of Arkie winced not fora luuiiu'nt. The bravest 

Ou th(5 afternoon of the second day, we descried a of our warriors were slain liy her side. She never 
thick cloud towards the desert, stretching out like a ct'ased encouraging, exciting, and applauding them. 
]>laek mist as far as the eye ccmhl reach ; by degrees Slie animated the old men, by praising their valour and 
tliis cloud dispersed, and we had a view of the opposing experience, and tlie young nmii by ])romisiiig to marry 
army. him who shouhl bring her the head of Abdallah el lledal. 

Tins time they had witli them their wives, children, J kept constiintly near Iier haudag, and 1 saw the war- 
niid lloeks. 'I'lu'y fixed tlu?ir camp an hour from ns. riers present themselves to her, to hear her words of 
Their army was eompos<'d of fifty tribes, forming in the encouragement, and th(*n rush into the thickest of iho 
whoh; 75,000 tents. Around each tent w<'re camels light, roused b> enthusiasm by lii r elofiuenee. 1 eon- 
and several s1j(m*p, wliieli, joined to the liorses and fess that 1 felt more eointorta])!e in listening to than 
warriors, ]»r(’sented a foriuiduhle eoneourse to the eye. receiving her eulogies, for tliey wi;r(i almost the invari- 
liu’aliim l*aeha was territii.d at it, and sent in all haste able precursors of «leath. 

for tho Drayhy, who, afb r iiislilliiig a litlh* courage 1 was near one day wlien a handsome young man, 
into him, returiUMl to tin* eaniii to get the iK cessary one of our bravest warriors, presented himself beibro 
eiitreiieliimMits mad<\ bor tins pur()oso th«*y colleete<l her haudag. ‘‘Arkie,*’ said he, “oil, tliou, tho most 
all th<* camels, h«umd tlnmi togetlKo* by the kiu'es, ami beauteous amongst tho lu'autiful! allow me to see thy 
|)lac» d tli(‘m in a double* row befon; the tents. To visage, I am going to fight for thee.” Arkie, showing 
complete this lampr.rt, a trench was dug behind them. Ii('rself, answered, “ Bchohl me! oil thou most valiant 
The enomy did the same <ju his side. T’lie Drayhy of men I thou knowj st my jiriee, the* head of Abdallah !’* 
afterwards ordered tln^ llntfe to be. pri-pared. Tins The young man braudislied lus lance, gave spurs to his 
singulnr e(*remony consi.'^ts of tlie folloNiing particu- charger, and dashed amongst tho enemy. Jii less than 
lars:- They choose tin* most In'autiful of the iuMlouin two hours he was dead, covered with wounds. “ (iod 
iiiaid«'Jis, and j»Iace h<'r in a haudag richly <lecorated, preserve ymi,*’ said I to Arkie, “ the noble youth is 
u hicli is borne by a largo white she-<-amel. The selee- killed.” “ lie is not tho only one who has not returned,” 
tion of the mai(ieii who is to occupy this Jionourahle she replitnl immndiilly. 

)ait jicrilons post, is of the highost iinportance, as tin* At this moment aj'peared a warrior eased in a cuirass 
Miece-. •. of tilt* hatlh; almost, always di'iteuds upon her. from hea4 to foot ; his hoots (*v('n wen; jtlated with steel, 
Planted in front of the enemy, and* surrounded by [>ieked and his horse covert'd w ith a coat of mail, '(’he Waha- 
wan'iors, Iier pnjvinct* is to Cxcite them to tin; combat ; bilt's had twenty of tiu'se invulnerable soldiers in their 
tin* jtriiicipal strifi* ahvays ragt's around lu‘r, and pro- ranks, and wo had twehe. He advanced towards our 
digies of valour are exhildtet’ in her defence. All would eamp, sumnuming the Drayhy to single eombar. This 
1)0 lost if tin; llatfj fi.ll into tin* power of tho enemy; usage is of higli anti.juify amongst the Bedouins; he 
so, to avoitl that misfortune, half tin; army must always who is elialh'iiged cannot refuse the combat without 
eiicoiiijiass In-r. TTie combatants succeed <*acli other dishonour. The Drayhy hi*ariiig his name, prepared 
at this station where the fight is tliiekcst, and every one to :!!rswt r the appeal, but liis relations joined with us 
s<*( ks (‘uthusiasni from liei- looks. A young girl, named in preventing liim. His life was of too much iiiiportanco 
Arkie, who joined tin* liigdiest degree*of coin age to elo- to risk it in this manner ; his death would have involved 
•pience and ln*auty, was^ elios«m for the Hatfc. The witli it the total ruin of our cause, and tho destrucliou 
enemy pri'pared Ids also, and shoiTly aft( rwards the of the two allicnl armies. But persuasion was useless, 
battle began. The Wahahites were divhled hit > 'wo and wt* were compelled to use force. Wo bound him 
bodies ; Uie first, and the most eoiisiderahle, was com- with eoi-ds, liand a.i! foot, to the stakes in the ground, 
inanded by Abdullah <1 Ili dal, the geiieralissiiiio, ami in the middle of Ids tent, whilst tho most infiucntial 
was in front of us ; tlio second, under the command of cldeis soot lied him, and strove to calm him, by pointing 
Abou-NoeTa, Avas before the Turks. The character of out to him tho absurdity of exposing the safety of the 
the Turk.s, and their manner of fighting, are diaiiietri- army, hy answering tlio insoloiit bravado of a savage 
cally opp()S(;d to those of the Hi loiiius. Tho Arab, Wahabite. Thi.s latter, however, continually shouted out, 
prudent and coo], eommeiiees at first am th calmness; “ J.et the Drayhy eonio out ! his last day is arrived ; 
then becoming animated by degre< s, at last grow s furious 1 am tlio man to cut short his career.” 
and irresistible. Tlio Turk, oil tho contrary, ]U*oud and T’he Drnyliy lioard him, and groAv completely furious ; 
sclf-sufricieut, falls imiiotiiously on tlie eiieuiA’, tliinkiiig ho foamed Avith rage, and roared like a Avild beast; liis 
ho has only to apporir to compier ; lie thus throws all eyes, red Avith blood, started out of Ids head, and ho 
his energy into the first shock strove* against his bonds Avith a fearful force. The 

Jbrahim i’aclia, seeing tho Wahahites attacking tumult he made drcAv a considerable assembly round 
leisurely, belie\u;(( himself strong enough to disperse his tent. Suddenly a Bedouin, making his Avay through 
their wTiido army hy Jiis own force alone; but before tbe <*roAvd, prosented himsolf before the Drayhy. A 
tho day Avas over, lie Avas after a costly fashion learnt shirt gird about liis loins by a leather belt, and a catie 
to respect his adAu rsary. liis troops Aveic compelled upon his head, Avere his sole garments. Mounted upon 
to fall back, and leave ii's the Avhole weight of tlv' action, an Alezaii horse, and with no other Aveapou than a 
The sotting of the sun suspended the tiglit, a gri*ai mary lance, he dt*mandod leave to fight the Wahabite, instead 
being killed ou both sides. I of the scheik, reciting the following verses; — 
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day, I, Tehaisson, have hocome maator of the 
horse HadicU; I have long desired him. 1 wish to 
receive on his back the praises duo to iiiy valour. I go 
to fight and conquer the Wahabite, for the bright eyes 
of my bride, and to render myself wortliy the daughter 
of him wlio has always vanquished liis foe.” 

He said, and sprang to the combat against the anta- 
gonist cljainpion. JNo one imagiin-d that hocouhl resist 
for the space of half an hour liis powerful adversary, 
wlioin his armour rendered iiivuhierablo ; but if lie did 
not deal out very murderous blows, lie contrived ^yith 
marvellous address to escape those directed against 
himself, for the two hours that the combat continiuid. 
All was in susjiense, and tbo most intense interest w'as 
manifested on botli sides. At last our champion turned 
his horse, and seemed to fly. All hope was extinguished ; 
the enemy was about to proclaim his triumph. The 
Wahabite pursued him, and with a hand iu\ igorated 
by the coiilidcnco of victory, threw his laneo at him ; 
but Tehaisson, foreseeing his intention, biMit down to the 
bo>v of his saddle, and the weajion parsed whistling over 
his head : then turning suddenly round, lie ilugtbe iron 
into his adversary’s throat, s(!i/ing the instant w lien ho 
raised his head to rein in his horse. This motion leav- 
ing an interval betwe(‘U the lu'hiK't and cuirass, below 
the chin, the lanco passed right through and killed Jiim 
on the spot ; but the corpsi', sustained in the saddle by 
its armour, was borne by the liorse to tlui midst of the 
enemy, and 'JVibaissoii returned in trium])li to the tent 
of the Drayhy, \vhero he was received with ( uthusiasiu. 
All the chiefs embriiciHi him, and loaded him with 
praises and }>resentH, nor was Schi'ilc Ibrahim the last 
to make him feel tlio weight of liis gratitude. 

But tho famine still continued as mcII as the war ; 
wo remained two days in tlu; ti-nt of the Drayby witli- 
out eating any tiling. On tlio tliird, li<‘ ri'ceivetl three 
coujfes of rice, which Mola Ismael, chief lif tho l>allati^, 
sent him as a present. 1 nstcad of husbanding it. as a la- 1 
resource, lie gave or.h’rs for tlio wiiole of it to be baked, 
and invited to supp' r all tiio.si^ who were present. His 
son Sahc]) would not sit down to talde ; but being urg«'d 
by his father, In* demanded that his poriioii should ho 
givt ‘11 him, and ho earrit'd it to bis mare, saying, that 
he preferred siitfering Iiiins(*lf to sis iiig her wain food. 

It was now the thirty-seventh day since the vijtn- 
mencomoiit of tho war; on tho tiiirty-iighth thert' was 
most terrible lighting. I'he (”ainp of tlio (dsinanlis was 
taken and plumh iVMl. 'fin- pacha Jj.id seareoly time (o 
save himself in llama, where ho was pursued by the 
Wababitos, who laid sit go lo tin? ]»laco. 

Tho defeat of tho Turks was the' more disastrous to 
Its, as it left tho second division (;f thii em my, eom- 
maiided by the famous negro A bou-\oe(a, at iihi.r.y lo 
join Abdallah, and attack us in eoiicert. 'fin,* in-xt day 
a frightful encounter took ])!acc ; the J kdoiiins wen* so 
mingled together, that tho two partied couhl no longi'r 
bo <Iistinguished. They fought, man to man, with the 
•sabre ; tlio whole plain flowed with blood ; tlni colour of 
the soil was changed from tho saturation ; ne\er pe r- 
haps was such a bloody strife. Jt I.'isted eight ilays 
without intermission. The inhabnaiil.s of Ham i, , . -r- 
suaded that we Avero all exterminated, no longi r sent 
us those rare supplies, which from time to time had 
saved us from perishing id' hunger. At lu'^t tlio Hrayhv, 
seeing the evil at its height, assembled the chiefs, .uni 
thus addressed tlu'in 

“ My friends, we must make a last attempt. To- 
morrow, we must die or vai luish. ^ro-inorr</w, if Hod 
permits it, I will df>>3tr<n il.o oiiem^’s camj!, and wo 
will gorge ourselves wilh'his sp.tjils.” 

An incredulous smile gicilil hi.s haiangae; but 
some ot tlio more courageous .inswe: od,>“ Say on, we 
will obey you.” He. conlinued—^ fids aight vou nm-t 
pass over, without noise, yr>> • tom-, v onno., and ; l.'.U 
dren, to the other side of theOrono s. l.ct all bnv 
disappeared before tho rising of tlu! :,un, without the 
er.imy having any inkling of the inatt.or. Tlieii, i-aviiig 
nothing more to care about, wo will fall upon li .u with 
desperation, and externiinato him, or j)crish ourbclvcj. 
God win be with u^j—wo Avill bo victorious !’’ 


Every thing was executed as ho had commanded, 
with an incrediblo order, silence, and dispatch* Tho 
next morning only the warriors remained. Tho 
Drayhy divided them into four troops, ordering them 
to attack tho enemy’s camp on four sides at the same 
time. They threw themselves on their jirey liko 
faniislicd lions. This imjiotiious and simultaneous 
charge was ;itt(?nded with all tho success that could bo 
desirt'd. Confusion and disorder ensued amongst the 
Wahabites, who took to flight, abandoning women, 
cliiltlren, tent.s, and baggage. Tho Drayhy, without 
giving his .soldicr.s time to seize the booty, forced them 
to pursue the fugitives even to I’aliuyva, and allowed 
them no vejiose until tbo enemy w'as utterly dispersed. 

When the victory wais secured for us, I departeil 
with Scheik Tbraliiin to aniiounco tho happy news at 
Hama ; but no om? Avould giA'e credit to our talc, and 
tlu'y were inclined to treat us ourselves as fugitives, 
'rile inhabitants Avero in a. most excited state; some 
Avi'ro ruiiiniig to tho Avails, Avhenco they could see 
nothing but eloiuls of dust ; otlier.s were gidting ready 
their mules to fly to the coast; but tho ilcfcat of tlio 
Waliabiles being shortly placed inyond doubt, the most 
extravagant demoiisl rations of joy .succei'di'd tlieir 
exei'ssive tt rror. A Tatar Avas disj>atclied to Damascus, 
A\ ho returned w ilh forty loads of Aviicat, iJa.OOO piastres, 
a sabri^ and pelisso of lionoiir for tho Drayhy, Avho 
nuulo liis triimqihal entry into Hama, escorted by all 
the. ebiefs of tlu‘ allied tribes. Ho wa.s recei\^ed by the 
goA v ruor, the. agas, tlic pacha, and all his court, in mag- 
niticeiit styl(\ 

Alb r four days spent in rejoicings, avo quitted Hama, 
10 ri'join the tribes, and (’oadiict them to tlio east on 
tho approach of Avinb i'. 'I'lio Drayhy took his dejiar- 
tiiro with twelve of tlietii ; tln^ remainder, in cliisti'is 
of live or six tog< tlu r, .'-preini tlu.•ln^DlTve;i osi.'V the 
desert of D.iinaseii.s. Our first bait Avas at 'fall vl 
Ib'liab, ill t)n' territory of Alej'jio, wliero wo found four 
tribe.s lliat bad taki u no part in llio war. 'flic cln\ fa 
came to ]'ay their respicis to tlm Drayhy, impivssei!. 
willi a duo awe for his n.-cent exploit-g and soliciling 
llio iavour of being j'cnnitted to sign our tnaiy <‘f 
alliance.'* TVom t’lero w»‘ march' d, without sto]>pin,', 
to join our fi-iend llio liinir lAiher, avIio received us 
with tlie most jiv*'iy symptoms of joy. NV(^ ci'ossed tlr.' 
l-iuphra.tes Avith him and si.'vi'ral other t rib* ;-;, who were 
going, likens. Into Alcsopotamia, some towards llamad^ 
and oihers to tin des<-rt of lla.-.'-ora!:. 

AVo rccelx i d on the laiad a. letn r from I’are.s tl 
Harba, :innouncing to ii.s tliat six of tin' great ln’]i>.5 
who had foiielit against ns with tla^ V\dilia))ili'S, wi re 
< ncanqu-d ill the I lid);u>si(', near to Ab cliadali ; that t ifey 
A-.eiA' well dispo.-' d to makt' jieaci^ avIiIi us; and that if 
the J/i'ayliy would send me to him, a', iili full {•owt rs lo 
tn at, he helie\ed .snci-e.-.s Avas inevitad'h'. 1 lost not a 
moment in availing niYs<‘lf of liis invitation, and, alh r 
a. six <hiys’ marcli, 1 arrivi d at his eamp Aviliioiit acci- 
dent. J’ares c'l Il-irha, having imnic-diatoly struck liis 
tenl :, eondneti il nu^ to a (fay’s jouriuy from these 
trih Y 'Then 1 wmici in his nai'ic to tlieilinir Donackry, 
Uio cin( f of the trib(‘ 111 I 'ediiay, lo invite him to form 
an alliance Avith tlie Drayliy, ])roniising him a comjdcte 
oblivhm of ♦ .e. jiast. Douackry came in ju‘1*som to the 
camp of I’are . el Harba, and a\o soon Htruck an agnu*- 
niept ; but he lold ns he could only ansAver for his own 
tribe, and considered it a Aery ditliciilt matti'i’ to suc- 
cia'd with the (ttlier live. Jlir ])roposed lo me, however, 
hat T should a'.'conipany him liome, olieririg to invito 
the chiefs to his tent, and use all Jii.s influence AVith 
them. Accepting liis proposal, 1 diqiarted with him- 
Winni Ave arrived in the midst of Avhat ought to have 
h(.*eu an encuinpTiient, i Avas much concornod to pci’- 
eive counlless croAvd.s of I’cdouins squatted in tho open 

♦ Fares I’.bn A^gid, chiif of tlio tri'oo FT Ilcchalcc, .'iCO teats; 
(t'lhdan Fhii L'nktian, of J'T tTiiairiHi, KKKi touts; Solam<5 

I dm N.'ilissuii, chief of Jil Fiiahcr, WX) tents; Alciiunna cl Suncli, 
eiiicf of FI H ilba, «i(M) tcntH. 

t Tho tribe I'.i J'cdhan, cornpo.sod of flOOl) tents; IT Sabba, 
tenfs; Jil I'c’ aka, J T jMoa;>uuia, ; 131 ^alcu, TUW ; uuT 

iJuuiii Duhab.*, tAKji) tenty. 



air. Having lost their tents and baggage in battle, 
they had no bed but the earth, and no covering but the 
sky. A few rags, hung here and there upon stakes, 
gave a little shade to those miserable people, who had 
taken off their only garment to procure a feeble shelter 
against the burning heat of the sun, and who were 
lying quite naked, exposed to the bites of insects, and 
the prickly points of the plant which the camels crop. 
Several had no defence whatever against the heat of 
the day and the chillncss of night, the contrast between 
wliich, at this season, is quite murderous, when tho 
winter is beginning to bo felt. 

1 had never conceived the idea of so perfect a misery. 
Tho sad spectacle o])prcssed iny heart, and drew tears 
from my eyes ; I w'as somo time in recovering from the 
emotion it occasioned. 

The following day, Douaekry assembled tho chiefs 
and old men, to tlie number of 500. Alone, in the 
midst of such a concourse, 1 despaired of making my- 
self heard, and, above all, of drawing thciii to one 
opinion. These men, of difFeront characters and man- 
ners, and soured by misfortune, had all their own idi:as 
to propound ; and if none had any liopo of rendering 
his own counsel predominant, he at least stuck to it 
obstinately as a point of honour, leaving each at per- 
fect freedom to do the same. Some voiod fur going to 
the country of Ncgde, otlnu'S for retiring to Samar- 
carid ; somo vociferated imprecations on tlie head of 
Abdallah, general of tho Wahabite army, and others 
denoimced tho Drayhy as tho author of all their ills. 
Amid this din, 1. arm(.‘d myself with courage, and 
<‘udeavoiir(;d to refute all their argumcMits. I lirst of 
all began by shaking their eoiitideuce in the Waliabites, 
telling them that Abdallah had necessarily become 
their o?ieiny, since they had abaiidoii(;d him on the day 
of the coiicludhig engagement, and that ho woubl do all 
ill his power to revenge himself upon them; that, ]>y 
going into tho Ncgde, they voluntarily precipitated 
tlieiiisidvcs into tlie yoke of Ebii Sihoud, wJio vvouUl 
crush tliem with contributions, and make them suppoii; 
tlie whole weight of a disastrous war ; and that, having 
uiice deserted Ids cause, and escaped from his fangs, it 
was better not to follow the example of tlie bird, which, 
avoiding the gun of the shooter, Hew to the net of tho 
fowlin’. Finally, I called to mind the fable of the 
bundle* of sticks; and conceiving that such a practical 
illustration would havo an utfiTt upon iheir simple 
minds, I ileterniiiied to make t!ii.*up[)licationof it before 
tliem. Tlnnvforc, afttn* sr‘ttiug foi’tli the advantages of 
union asa. resistance to uppvession, 1 took from the liands 
of the scheiks tliirty djerids, and 1 ])reseiited one to tho 
Emir Fares, begging him to hn'ak it, which ho did witli 
great ease. 1 presented to liiiii, in succession, two and 
three together, wdii<-h lu) liki'wise broke, for lie was a 
man of grc'at muscular power. At last I j)rcs.uiited to 
him the w'liolo bimdle, whlcli ho could ncitlier lireak 
nor bend. ‘‘ Maclialla,” said I to him, “thou liast no 
fitrength,” and 1 paosc<l tln^ staves to another, who had 
no better success, 'riieii a gein ral Jiiurimir arosi ni 
the assiiiiibly. “ What man is there w ho could Invak 
such a mass?** they exclaimed with one accord. 

“1 take you upon your own words, 1 answered ; and 
in the most enurgetic language, T explained the apuloguo 
to them, aildiiig, that I had been so painfully aii'eetod 
at seeing them w'itbout slielteror clotht's, tliat 1 bound 
myself to solicit from the iJrayby tho rest ilutiun of 
their baggage ami tents, and thal 1 w’as sutHcieiitly 
acquainted with his magnanimity to answer for tlie 
success of my request, if they frankly eiiter«ul hito the 
alliance, th<3 advantages resulting from which I was 
come to explain to tliem. Tlu a all with oiio voice 
shouted out, “ Thou hast prevailed, Abdallah ; wo are 
tliino ill life ami death !** and they came and clasped 
mo in their arms. In conclusion, it was agreed that 
they should give a meeting to the Drayhy, in the plain 
of llalla, to affix their seals to the treaty. 

Tho next day I again crossed the. Eiipliratos, and 
rejoined our tribe upon the fifth day. My friends were 
troubled at my long absence, and tho recital of iny for - 
tunate negotiation filled them with rapture. I havo so 


often described meetings, repiwts, and rejoicings of all 
sorts, that I will pass over those that took place at the 
signing of the treaty of peace. The Emir Douaekry 
buried the seven stones, and thus consummated the 
alliance. After dinner there was a ceremony performed, 
which I had never previously witnessed, that of taking 
the oath of fidelity upon bread and salt. The Drayhy 
ultimately declared, that ho was ready to fulfil tho 
engagement I liad taken in his name, by restoring tho 
booty taken from tho six tribes, who had just become 
his allies. But it was not sufficient to have this gene- 
rous disposition ; the difficulty was to find means to 
execute it. In tli(3 pillag<3 of the camp of the Waha- 
hites and tlieii* allies, tho spoils of fifty tribes had been 
confounded togidher, and to distinguish tho property 
of each was no easy task. It was agreed that the 
women alone could manage it ; ami it would bo impos- 
sible to give an idea of tho fatigue and tiresomeness of 
tho fivo days which were enqdoyed in selecting the 
animals, tents, and baggage of the different tribes. 
Every camel and every sheep has two ciphers marked 
on its thigh by a hot iron, that of tho tribe, and that 
of the owner. But as these letters resembled each other, 
or w'cro half effaced, as constantly happens, the diffi- 
culty became extreme, and it needed more than gene- 
rosity to arrange tho disjjutes, and tiro one’s self to death, 
ill atte‘mj)tiiig to harmouisio llio opposing pretensions. 

I was indeed tempted to repent my emotion of compas- 
sion and my imprudent promise. 

At this period a largo caravan, going from Bagdad 
to Aleppo, passed, and was plundered by tho Fedaiis 
and Sabbas. It was very riebly loaded ivith indigo, 
cotlcc, spices, Ferslaii carpets, Cashemiro stuffs, pearls, 
and other precious objects ; w c valued it at ten millions 
of piastres. As soon as this capture was known, mer- 
chants came, soim^ of thorn from a great distance, to 
g(.‘t by purchase oi* bai’ter these rich possessions of tho 
Bedouins, who sold them, or ratlicr gave tlioin away, 
for nothing. Tiiu.s they exchanged a measure of spices 
for a measure of dates, a Cashemire worth 1000 francs 
for a black mashla, a chest of indigo for a cotton robe, 
and eiilirii ]»iecos of Indian fabrics for a pair of boots. 
A merchant from Moussoul bought for a chi'inise, a 
iiiaslilah, and a i>air of hoots, iiuTcliandise worth more 
than 15,000 piastres, and a ring of diamonds was given 
for a rottih of tobacco. 1 could have made my fortune 
on this occasion ; hut M. Lascaris forbad(3 me to buy any 
thing, or accept a pn’csent, and I scrupulously obeyed 
his tirdcrs. 

Every day trilies came to ns from the country of 
Negde, abaudoiiiiig the Wahahites to join us; some 
being atii’acted by the great reputation of tho Drayhy, 
and others impelled by quarrels with King Ebn Sihoud. 
An e».'nt of this sort brought us five tribes all at once. 
The « iuir of the tribe Bi'iiy 'I’ay had a very beautiful 
daughter named Caiiiare (the moon). Fehrab, tho 
s«»u of the chief of a neighbouring tribe, and a rela- 
tion of the Wahabiti*, bi eanie enamoured of her, and 
eoni rived to inspirit lu r with a passion for him. The 
father of the maiden having perceived ivliat was going 
on, forliade her toV^peali to the prince, and he himself 
rv'fnsed to rcceivi> hhii, or listen to his jiroposals, as 
Camare was <lestined for hia* cousin Tamer. It is a 
usage amongst tin* Ik-douins, which is similar to ono 
ivlatcd in the Bible, that the nearest relation is pre- 
ferred t«> every other, when a maiden is given in mar- 
riage. Bat (’ainaro paid no attention to this custom of 
her country, or to the threats of her father, as slio 
refused most positively to espouse her cousin ; and lun* 
love augnieiiting in proportion to tho obstacles which 
were opf>o.sed to its gratification, she ceased not to 
profit, by every opportunity, to hold correspondeneo 
with her lover. However, tho latter, despairing of ob- 
tainii.g her by tho consent of lier parents, resolved to 
carry her oH', and submitted tho scheiuo to her by means 
of an old woman, whom he had gained to his iiiterests- 
Hcr consent being given, ho introduced himself into 
tho tribe of Bony Tay disguised as a mendicant, and 
arranged with her tlie hour and place of elopement. 
In tho dead of night, the young maid crept noiselessly 
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out of her father’s tent, and threw herself into the arms 
of the prince, who was waiting for her at the gate of 
the camp. He placed her behind him on his mare, 
and darted over the plain ; but thc3 secrecy and dispatch 
with which the affair had been managed, tailed to shield 
it from the jealous eyes of Tamer. I le, loving liis cousin, 
and a maiutainer of his rights according to law, had 
been watching the maineinrcs of his rival for some 
time, and ho himself mounted guard every night near 
the tent of Camaro. He was making his round when 
the lovers went off; but he perceived them, and put 
himself in pursuit, i’ehrab’s mare, which possessed 
all the HwifinesH natural to the breed of Negde, put 
forth all its speed, urged by the inipatiiMice of its master ; 
but having the weight of two persons to bear, she had 
at last no strength left, and the redoubled blows of the 
spur could only induce a languid start, the sure symptom 
of complete exhaustion ; the poor beast fell to the ground. 
Fehrab saw’ that Tamer was close upon him, .so Iu3 seated 
' his mistress on the ground, and made ready his defences. 
The conib.at was terrible, and its issmj tragical. Tamer 
prevailed, slew Fehrab, and seized upon his cousin ; 
but exhausted with fatigue, and lulled with a .sense of 
security, be fell into a short slumber at her side. When 
C'amai’e perceived that he was dozing, she snatcluul the 
Habre rooking with her lover’s blood, severed her cousin’s 
head from his body, and then threw herself upon the 
point of his lance, and dug it into her heart. All three 
were found in this condition when the people came who 
were in search of tluMu. A murderous war between 
tho two tribe's followed this unpleasant t'vent ; that of 
Fehrab, supporti'd by tlio W'ahabites, foree«l Heiiy Tay 
to retreat, and it, accompanied by four allied tribes,* 
came to usk protection from tho Drayhy, whose powm* 
was thenceforth without a rival, h’ivo hundred thou- 
sand Bedouins, all ranged under our standard, formed 
but <me camp, and covered Mesopotamia as if with a 
cloud of locusts. 

Whilst we w-ero In the vieiiiify of Bagdad, anotluT 
caravan, coming IVom AIep[)o, was plundered by our 
allie.s. Jt was loaded with Kiiroj)ean manufactures; 
cloths, v(dvets, satins, amber, eoi’al, &;e. Although the 
iJrayhy took no part in tliis spoliation, it was too mucli 
after the fashion <if tin? Ih'douins f<jr him to think of 
opposing it. The Pacha of Bagdad demanded .satisfac- 
tion, but obtaiiK'd it itot. Seeing that he would need 
an army of at least .“iO.OOO men to j)rocure justice, he 
gave lip hi.s claims, too hai)py to remain the friend of 
the Bedouiirs at any prict.'. 

Sclieik Ibrahim thus .sawdiis hopes realised far boyoinl 
his mo.st sanguine anticipations ; but so long as any thing 
remained to be done, he would take no repo.se. There- 
fore, crossing the d’igris at Abou cl Ali, we pur.sued our 
inareh, and entered Persia. The renown of the Dniyliy 
had preceded him, and the tribes of the country eame 
continually to unite in fraternity with us ; but in our 
vast plan of operations, tln.’se parti. il alliancp.s were 
not suhiciont : it behoved ii.s, above all thing.s, to be 
as.sured of the co-operalion of the great prince, tho 
J'hnir .Sahid el Bokhrari, chief of all the Persian tribe.s, 
whose .sway extend.s to the fronti#r.s of India. The 
family of this j)rinee has j) 0 .ssessed for many ages tho 
sovereignty over the wandering tribes f ^ Persia, and 
pretends to bo deseenilc'd from the kings Beni el Aba.ss, 
who coiKpiered .Spain, and whose deseeiidant.s still style 
themselves Bokhrunis. We were informed that he wa.s 
in a far distant province. Tin; Drayhy, having convoked 
a general council of all the chiefs, it w’as d<;terrnined to 
traverse Persia, kei'ping as ne.ar as possihlc to the .sea 
coast, in order to avoid tlie inoiintains with wbi^b the 
interior of the country is beistlcid, and to have better 
pasturage, although water was not plentiful cn that j 
Toute. On the march of a tribi*, grv '■ ; is of more irn- < 
portance than water, for tl: > l;itt' • -vi'i In* I'Toispei-^i d ; ! 
but iOthing can supply thj want of grazing for tin; 
flocks, upon w'liich the existence of iho tribe it.^c'' 
depends. 

♦ Tho tribe Beny Tay, composed of 4000 icnts ; Kl '* Lmamid, 
1300; tents; Kl Daffir, iSUO tents; El IJagiager, «00 tents j and 
KhJresahcl, oM teut.i. 


The journey lasted fifty-ono day-s. During all this 
time we met with no obstruction on the paid; of the 
inhabitants; but our march w’as often very painful, 
principally on account of the .scarcity of water. On 
one occasion Scheik Ibrahim, taking notice of the nature 
of the soil, and the rankness of the grass, advised the 
llrayhy to dig in .search of it. The Bedouins of tho 
district treated this attempt as a piece of pure folly, 
saying that water had never been found in that place, 
and that it w’a.s neiu.'ssary to send a distance of six hours 
to fetch it. But the Drayhy was not easily turned from 
his purpose : “ Seheik Ibrahim is a prophet,” said he ; 
“he must be obeyed in all things.” 

They dug in e.onsctiueiice at .several points, and in 
trntli, four feet down, excellent water was found. Oii 
beholding this happy result, the Bedouins proclaimed 
with loud shout.s Seheik Ibrahim to be a true prophet, 
and his discovery a miracle. Little; was wanting in tho 
excess of their gratitude for his being worshipp(;d by 
them as a god. 

After pa.ssing the mountains ami valli'ys of Karman, 
which took sovt;ral days, wo arrived at tho river of 
Kai'as.san, a deep and rapid stream ; having crossed it, 
we proceeeh'd towards the coast, when; tho road was 
le.s.s difficult. We made ac(juaintaneo with the Bedouin.s 
of Agiam Fstan, who received us with cordiality ; and 
on the forty-second day’s march from our entry into 
Fersia, >ve r(;at;lH;d Kl Hendonan, where ()iie of their 
most consiilerahle tribes was eiieaini'od, under the chief- 
tainship of llehit'k el Mahilan. We liopc'd that onr 
journey' was near its close, hut this .seheik gave ns to 
uiidorstaiid that tho Kinir Sahid was still nine days’ 
march from there, to wit, at Merah-l’anK's', upon tho 
Indian frontier. Jh; offertsl ns gnide.s to eomliiet ns 
there, and to point out tho j)laees whero ji stock of water 
was respiired to be laid in. W ithout this pveeaution, wo 
lunl probably perished in this last passage. 

Couriers w'ere si nt in advance to ayipviso tho great 
]»rim!e of our a(>proaeh, and to assun* him of our pacitie 
int<;mioiis. On tho ninth day he apjieared in front of 
n.s, .'it the head of an army of most formidable aspect. 
At fir.st, we wore not over and above certain whether 
this display of force was intended to do us lionoiir or to 
intimidate us. 'I’he Drayhy Ix'giin to repent of having 
adventured so far from his allies. However, he jiiit a 
good face on the matter, placeil tin* wommi and l)aggago 
in the rear, ami went forward with .some picked war- 
riors, ami accompanied by bis friend the .‘•^eheik .Salo'r. 
(This was he, to wlmm, in the ]ire<'('ding year, he had 
ilelegated the I'ommand in the «les(‘rt of Bassorah, and 
wlio had laid tin; iniiii for all our alliances during «)ur 
sojourn ill Syria.) 

The friendly intentions of the ])nnce were ipiickly 
declared ; for he, .separating from his troops, advanced 
with some hor.semen into tlie middle; of the plain which 
.separated tlie two armies. 'I’ln; Di'ayhy <iid tho like, 
and the two chiefs met midway, deseendi'd from their 
hoi'ses, and embraced each other with marks of tl^c most 
perfect cordiality. 

I had not so fri'quently described the Iiosjiitality 
of liie desert, 1 would have hail many things to say 
upon the reception given ns by tho Kmir .Sahid, and 
till! throe (1 lys of festival which were passed with liim ; 
blit ill order to avoid rejietitions I Avill not speak of 
them, ;iml will rm*rcly remark that thel'ersian Berlouiii.s, 
being iiion; j>aeitio than those of Araby, easily eiitcred 
into our views, and had a .surjn'ising eoiieeption of tho 
value of the coniim;iT,ial intereonrsi; we wished to esta- 
bli.ih with India. This was all that Ave needed to make 
them umlerstaml touching the object of our enterprise. 
Tho emir promised the co-ojieration of all tho Persian 
tribes under his dominion, and volunteered his influence 
to win those of India, Avho have a high regard for him 
on aceoniit of tlie antiquity of his race*, and his personal 
rcpiitarion for wisdom ami gen(;roHity. Ho made a 
.soparale treaty Avith ns, conceived in those terms : 

“ In tho name of the benoticent and merciful Hod, I, 
Sahid, son of Bader, sou of Abdalla, son of Baraknt, 
son of Ali, son of Bokhrani, of lm]>py memory, declare 
1 have gi\ ea my sacred word to tlie puiasaiit Drayhy 
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£bn Chahlim> Sotieik Ibraliim, ftnd Abdallah el Kratib. 

X prottOunee myself their faithful ally ; I accept all the 
conditions which are specified in the general treaty 
which is lodged in their hands. 1 engage myself t(» aid 
and support them in all their projects, and to guard an 
inviolable secrecy touching the same. Their enemies 
shall be my enemies ; their friends my friends. I in- 
voke the name of AH, the first amongst men, and the 
well-beloved of God, in testimony of my word.” 

{Signed and eealed.) 

We remained yet six days with the tribe of Saliid, 
and had an opportunity of remarking the difference 
between the manners of tliose Bedouins and our own. 
They are mildtir, and more moderate and patient, but 
l<.*ss brave and generous, and much less respectful to 
the women. Tliey liave a considerable share of reli- 
gious prejudice, ami follow the precepts of the sect of 
All. Besides the lance, sabre, and musket, they have 
also battle-axes. 

Prince Sahid sent the Drayhy two fino Persian 
marcs, led by two negroes, and in return made the 
prince a present of a black mare, of the breed^f Negde, 
called llouban llcggin, of great value, lie likewise 
added some ornaments for tlic women. 

Our camp was fixed not far from Menouna, the last 
town of Persia, twenty leagues from the frontier of the 
Kast Indies, on the banks of a river called by the Be- 
douins Kl Gitaii. 

On the seventh day, after taking leave of Sahid, we 
commenced our retrograde iiiarcli, in ordta* to r»‘uch 
Syria la'foro the heats of summer. We journeyed 
rapidly and without caution, when one day, being in the 
province of Karman, our cattle were forayed, and on llu5 
morrow wo ourselves W(?re attacked ])y a powerful 
tribe, commanded by the Kinir llodaini, who is the self- 
constituted guardian of the cali\)bate of Persia— an 
imperious man, and one jealous of his authority. These 
Bedouins, although nmeli sup<?rior to us in number, 
wore far below us in tin.* essentials (ff courage and dis- 
cipline ; beside.s, our troops \v(?ro under a more experi- 
«‘uc(;d general. But the position of tlio Drayhy was 
extremely critical ; W(‘ wen; lost if the cn(;my gained the 
least advantage, as all the Karnum lledouins would 
have encompassed us, as if with ii net, from which it 
had been impossible to break loose. We therefore 
p< reeived tlie necessity of iinprc'ssing respect by Ji deci- 
sive victory, which would take from them for the future 
any desire to enter the lists with hiin. lie made tlie 
most skilful disposithuis and combinations to. secure the 
triumjih of courage over numbers; be displayed all the 
resources of his military genius and his long expiTieiice, 
and performed in his own person prodigies of valour. 
Never had he evinei;d more ealnun ss in (ammiaiid, or 
impetuosity in the tight. Thus was the enemy c<nii- 
pelk'd to h(;at a. retreat, and leave ns alone. However, 
the Drayhy, thinking that it w’ould he imprudent to 
leave, behind a hostile tribe, though beaten, slept the 
niareli, and hack a courier to the Emir Hahid to 
inform him what had come to pass. This messenger 
returned at the end of soiiu; days, charged with a very 
frimidly letter for the Drayhy, and ('uclosing one 
addressed to lledaiiii, couched in these terms ; 

“ In the name of God, the supreme Cn;ator. Let 
homage and prayer be addressed to +ho gn\ttest, most 
potent, most honourable, most learned, and most beauti- 
ful, of the prqphets; the bravest of the brave, the greatest 
of the great, the caliph of the culiplis, the lord of the 
sabre, the red ruby, the converter of souls, the fmaiui 
All ! This letter is from Saliid (d Bokhrari, the master 
of the two seas, and the two Pei sias, to liis hrotheP, the 
Emir Redaini, son of Kroukiar. We make known to 
you that our brotljcr, the Emir Drayhy Ebii Chahlaii, 
of the country of Bagdad and Damascus!, is come from 
afar to visit us, and make our alliance. He lias marched 
tjpon our land, and eaten of our bread ; wi; have ac- 
corded to him our friendship, and, furthemioi i', we 
have entered into particulai* eugagemeuts with him, 
from which a great good and gcnci*al tranquillity will 
result. We desire that you will do as much on your 
o 


part ; lie careful not to fail herein, for otherwise yon 
will lose our esteem, and act contrary to the will of 
God, and the glorious Imaun AH !” 

To this were appended several citations from their 
holy hoolcs, the Giaffcr el Giaiiieli, and tho usual saluta- 
tions. 

We sent this letter to the Emir Redaini, who Came 
to visit us, accompanied by .'>00 horsemen, all very 
richly clad in stuffs, worked with gold ; their weapons 
were mounted with chased silver, and the blades of 
Ihcir sabres of the pure Daiiiasciis teiniier. Amicable 
explanations having been ent<;rt;d into, Redaini copied, 
with his own li.'ind, tho partictilar treaty of tin; Emir 
Sahid, and subscribed it; ho afti'rwards took coffee, 
hut refused to dine with us, the fanatics of the sect of 
AH not bt'ing allowed to eat either with Christians or 
Turks. To ratify tho contract, he took ;in oatli Upon 
bread and salt, and then embraced tlie Drayhy with 
great j)rotestatLoiis of brotherly love. His tribe, which 
is called El Mehaziz, contains 10,000 tents. Having 
taken leave of him, we continued our march by forcerl 
journeys, mailing fifteen lc;;gU(;s a-day without any 
stopj>ug<!S. 

At last we arrived before Bagdad; and Scln‘ilc Ibra- 
him entered the (dty to take nj) money, l)Lit the season 
pressing onus, we tarried as short a time as jiossihle. 

In Mt'sopot.'iinia we had news of the Wahabites. El)n 
Sihoud had given a very unfavouralde recej)tion to his 
general Hedal, after his discomfiture, and Inid taken an 
oath to ilispateh a more powerful army tlian tlie last, 
under the eommand <d‘ his son, to wreali hiS vi;ngennce 
on the Drayliy, and (*xt(‘rminate the Bedouins of Syria ; 
but that, after being better informed of the resources 
wliieli tin; Drayhy could deploy against liiin, and e.■^]•c- 
cially of his porsorial rtjmtatitni, lie had altmvd liis 
language, and detenninod to draw him into an alliance. 
The foreign relations, which were becoming compli- 
cated, gave mucli probability to this n'port, for the 
l*acha of Egyjd, Alahomet-Ali, was j)re])anng an t'xpe- 
ditioii to invade Arabia Betraa, and seize upon tlie 
riches of Mecca, which wt n; in the liand.s of Khn 
Sihoud. We njoiced with great glee at the prospect 
<‘ithc‘r of making peace witli him, or of seei?ig him 
weakened by a I'oreign power. Wt' contimially encoun- 
tered tribes whieli had not had a pr(‘vious o}»portunity of 
signing tlu* treaty, and now did so with alacrity.* On 
arriving in Syria, wo receivetl a couru'r from the King 
of the VValiahit»‘s, who lirought ns a small piece of 
j)aper, three finger-lireadths hvi)ad, and nearly six long. 
Those people affect the usage of tlu; most diminutive 
forms, in order to present as striking a contrast. as 
possible to liie Turks, who write tlu ir firmans on very 
large sheets. The Arab eharacters take; ij]> sueli little 
room, that on this ])itiful clout a very long and impoT 
rioiif» letter was indited. It commenced by an act of 
faith or declaration, that (lod is alone, and without an 
equal — that In* is our, universal, and has no likeness ; 
tlu'u came all the tiiles of the king, whom God has 
invested with Ins salire, to maintain his unity against 
the idolaters (Chrls'ians), who say the contrary. It 
continued thus — 

“We, Abdallah, '.on of Abdel Aziz, son of Abdel 
Wallahs, .son of Sihoud ; — we make Iniown to you, oh 
son of C'liahlan (may the only adorahlo God direct you 
in the right jiath !) that if you believe in God, you will 
obey Ids slave Abdallah, to whom he has delegated his 
power, an<l come to us without fear. You will he our 
well-beloved son, we wiU pardon the past, and treat you 
like OTIC of us. But avoid stubbornness and resistunc.; 
to our summons ; for he who listens to our voice is 
numbered with the inmates of paradise. 

We salute thee ! 

(Signed) El ]MANiioi:n Mkxvt.t.v Enx 
SlIIOUl) AnOAl-LAU.*’ 

* .Vt AInktal cl Alicd wo met two tribes, that of Itcrkajc, com- 
manded by Sahdouni Kbn Wuali, KlOu tents stronfr. anti that of 
Mahimen, conmiandcd by Vaheti Kbn Salchc, of tents. On 
crossing the Kuphrates before llaitT, we also made nlliance with 
Alayan Ebn Nudjed, chief of Iho tribe liouharba, comiKised 
5U0 tculs. 
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Fpon receipt of this letter, we held a grand counefl 
of war ; and after maturely weighing all the perns of 
the expedition against the adviiniages to be gained from 
an alliance witli Kbu Silioiul, the Drayhy resolved to 
accedo to his invitation. Schoik Ibriihiin thereupon 
asked mo if I had courage enough to taco this fanatic, 
to whom I rcpliefl, I am well aware that I risk more 
than any other, on account of his Jiutred to the Chris- 
tians ; but 1 put my trust in Cod. Ilaviiig to die some 
time, and having already otfered up my life as a sacrifice, 
I am rt'ady to do it ooee again, to conduct to an issue 
the enterprise wliicli 1 have commenced.” The desii’e 
cf seeing a country so interesting, and the extraordinary 
man himself, roused my spirit of daring; therefore, 
after recomnu'iiding to M. Lascaris the care of my poor 
motlu'r, ill case I should meet an untimely end, 1 set 
off witli tile Drayhy, his second son Saluloun, liis 
nephew, his cousin, two of the principal chiefs, and five 
Tiegi’oes, all mounted on dromedaries. .During the 
absence of his father, Salior was nominated to com- 
mand the tribe, and to conduct it to Ilorau, to meet the 
Drayhy, w-lio reckoned upon ri.*turning by llegiaz. 

Wo made our first halt among the liedouins of Deny 
^Toulab, whose entire posses.i^ioii.s consist of a few jack- 
asses, and who live by the hunting of gazelles and 
Ostriches. They clothe themselves with the gazellc- 
Fkins, rudely stitchod togetlu'r, in tlie form of a long 
3Pobe, W'itli v(Ty w ide sleeves. The fur is on the outside, 
which gives tliem the appearanei^ of iVillow'-dcei*. 1 
have sddom seem anything so ])erfectly nneouth as the 
appearance of these pc oph*. Tliey favoured ns with the 
diversion of an ostricli hunt, which was extremely in- 
teresting to me. The female ostrich lays her eggs in 
the sand, and fixes lierself at some distance, keejiing 
her eyes fixed upon them ; she hutches them, as it were, 
witli those organs, for she never averts tln'in from tlic 
nesfc. She thus I’l'inaiiis motionless half the day, until 
the male comes to ridievc Jier ; she then proceeds in 
search of food, wlofst ho stands sentry in his turn. The 
luiuter, after disen vering tlioegg.s, forms a sort of stone 
screen, lieJiind which lie conet'uls himself, and awaits 
tlie favourable inouKUit. WJien tin; female is alone, 
and the malt' at a suffieient distantjo not to bo alarmed 
at the sound of a gun, ho fires with ball, jams and picks 
iiji the bird mortally wounded, .staiichcs the blood, and 
replaces it in the same position near the eggs. Wlieii 
the male returns, lie approaches, w ithout suspicion, to 
assume his station. The hunter, still in aiidmsli, shoots 
In’ra, and thus secures a double j>rcy. Jf tlm male bird 
lias been, at all alarmed, it goes olF at a rapid pact*, and 
they then pursue it ; but he defends hiinst lf by throw'- 
ing stoii'.'S behind him, as far as a gun will carry, and 
with great force, lie is a daiig<Tous auimal to approach 
t<)o nearly wlien he is roused to anger, fur his pro<li- 
gious strength and la.ight render an encounter jKTihms, 
i^specially for tlu; eyes of the piirsuei’ Wiien the sea- 
Foii for the chase of <».striehes i.s over, the Jledouins 
bestride tin ir asses, and proceed to Damascus, and 
oven llagdad, to sell their i)Iiiiiies. 

When one of them is wishful to marry, ho srenres 
the half ol' his hunting lavnluce ^o the father f--' his 
bride, to pay lier dowry. TIm'Sc Dedonins ha ve a great 
■Veneration for the memory of Aiitar, u In <• descendants 
th(‘y claim to 1»(^ ; but 1 know not how far such pz’ctcri- 
sions an? w’arrauted l»y the fact. They ri.-citeil to us 
several fragment.^ of his [joems. 

After bidding this tribe adl<'n, wo pursued our route 
■with the luig(! strides of the dronn darit'S, and encamped 
on the honlers of a lak:: of great extent, called Itxiam 
Deni Ilellak It voeeives it> waters from a fill •..« had 
skirted on the way. 

The next day, when we lir-i arrived in the middle of 
a dry desert, we perceived a so'nh asis, formed by 
shrubs called jor/r. Ilavi g a]), , 0 . *01100 ^ .diiu .. fev! 
paces of it, our droi'iedaries sudd( oly stopped 
We thought, at first, that they wished to rest Li a pkiL.; 
-./here a degree of vegetation seemt.d to as.si;re them ' t 
water, but w^e soon found that their stard-still y , occeded 
from an instinctive horror, which displayed itself in ail 
the symptoms of uncontrollable alarm; neither hy coax- 


ing them nor bekhotirlng them could ihojf bo induced 
to move. My curiosity was roused to the highest pitch, 
so I got off to ascertain the cause of their terror ; but 
scarcely had I set my foot in tho thicket, than I recoiled 
with an involuntary start. The earth was strewed with 
the skins of serpents, of all sizes and species. Thevo 
were myidads of them, some as thick as tho cable of a 
ship, others slim as needles. Wo retreated precipN 
lately from this spot, returning thanks to God that it 
w^as only tho skins of these detestable reptiles that wo 
had found. In the evening, being unable to discover 
any shelter, w'o w ore obligiid to pass the night in tho 
midst of the desert, ami 1 confess that my imagination, 
haunted by the horrible spoctaclo of the thicket, pre- 
vented my closing an ej'o ; I expected every instant to 
sec some huge serpent glide stealthily into tlie tent, and 
lay its disgusting head upon my pillow. 

On the morrow we came up with a considerable tribe, 
tributary to the Waluibites, which hailed from Samar- 
cand. We carefully concealed our pipes, for Ebn Sihoiul 
rigiu’ously forbids smoking, and inflicts death upon tho 
h'ast disregard of hi.s fulmiiiation against tobacco. The 
Emir Mmljiomi afforded us hospitality, hut was unable 
to restrain his surprise at our boklne.ss in thus putting 
ourselves at the mercy of the Wahabite, whose ferocity 
he depicted in truly startling terms. He did not conceal 
from us that we ran groat tlanger, Ehn Sihoud making 
little seruplo to use false promisc.s to decoy the unwary, 
and treat them with infamous treachery. Tlie Drayhy, 
being himself a man full of good faith, had procei'drKl 
upon the invitation of the king, without imagining the 
possiblJity'of his breaking his w ord, and he began to fi.d 
uneasy at bis too credulous reliance; but Ids pride 
previMitod him from tiirniiig back, and we tlicr<.‘furc 
continued our journi‘y. Wc soon reached tho country of 
Negd(', a district iiitersoeted by valleys and mountains, 
and stri'wed with towns and villagi'S, as well as a mul- 
titude of wandering tidbes. 'J'he towns had a very 
ancient aspect, and Ix'Spoke a population formerly more 
numerous and rich than that which then occupied tlieiii. 
Tho villages are peopleil by Dt‘douin liusbandmen ; IIkj 
land produces wheat, vegetables, and e.specially dates, 
in abundance. '’’h(*y related to that the fir.st iiilia- 
bitunts of that country abandomd it for an establish- 
ment in Africa, going forth under tho leadership of oik? 
of their princes, by name Deni lletal. 

We everywhere experienced a cordial lu^spitality, 
l)ut c'very where, also, our oars were stunned with inter- 
miiiable c<»mplaints of the tyranny of Ebn Sihoiid. 
Terror alone sef'mcd to retain thc-se people in subjec- 
tion to liis sway. At last, after a march of fourte'en 
days, at dromedary j)ace, which hupjjoses a di.st;ineo 
triple what a caravan would cover in tho same time, 
wo arrived at the ca])ital of th(^ VV'aliabites. The town 
i.s surrouiuh'd with a wood of date trees ; the trei s 
touch each otlun*, and scarcely leave room for a horse- 
man to pass lH_'twei?n their trunks. The town i.s com- 
pletely hid behind this natural rampart, wliicIi is styled 
the date forest of Darki.-^ch. After traversing thi.s 
AV' d, we found a s(‘Coiid entrenchment of Iiillock.'^, 
formed by the heaped-up kernels of dates, resemblliig 
a dyke of small stones, and bidiind them was the wall 
of the tow n, w'hicli wa* .skirted to get to a gat<; whicli 
conducted u.s to the palace of the king. This i.s a largo 
two-. storied building, constructed of white hewn .stone, 
libn Sihoud, being made aeipiaiiited w'ith our arrival, 
ordered us to be conducted into an elegant and w(db 
furnished apartment, w here tliey starved us with a j)leii- 
tibil repast. Tliis b(‘giimiiig augured well, and we 
gave ourselves credit for not yiid<ling to the .sus]uciou.s 
with which they had wishe<l to iii.spire us. In tho even- 
ing, having put our dross in order, we proccedcil to 
{)rcseiit oui*selves to the king. We, found him to bo a 
man of about forty-five, with a harsh eye, a bronzed 
complexion, and a very black beard, lie ^ya 3 ^attire(l 
in a gombaz, tied round his loins with a wdiite sash, a 
turban, with red and wdiitc streaks, on his head, and 
a black mashla thrown over his leli; shoulder, ; and Ijo 
held in his right hand the wand of the king of Mahla^ 
the insignia of his authority. He was seated at the end 
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of A largo hall of audience, rather archly furnished with The Drayby, drawing himself up with dignity, replied 
jjig,t8, carpets, and cushions. The lords of his court in the following set speecli 

were grouped around him. The furniture and gar- « I came to your place of abode, oh ! son of Sihoud, 
ments were all of cotton or worsted, silk being jirolii- on the faith of your promises, with a suite of only ten 
l[)ited in his dominions, as well as every thing that recalls persons — I, who command myriads of warriors ! Wo 
the luxury and usages of the Turks. I enjoyed suiii- are without means of defence in your hands ; you aro 
cieiit leisure to make my observations, for Ebii Sihoud, in the very scat of your power, and you can grind us 
having answered rudely and with an icy aspect to the to the dust ; but know, that from the frontier of India 
compliments of the Drayhy, we sat down, and waited to the frontier of Negde, in Persia, Mesopotamia, 
ill silence until it pleased him to open a conver.sation. Hcmad, the two Syria s, Galileo, and Horan, every man 
However, after an interval of half an hour, the Drayhy, who wears a catie will ask an account of my blood, and 
perceiving that he neither ordered us coffee, nor relaxed seth veaigcance for my iU ath. If you aro the Idng of 
the muscles of his face, raised his voice and said — the Bedouin.s, as you pretend, how come you to degrade 
I see, oh son of Sihoud, that you do not receive us yourself with treacdiery? Sucli is the vile calling of 
as wo had reason to expect. Wo have toiled over your the Turks. Treaehery is not the part of the powerful, 
territorie.s, and have cntiTod your dwelling, upon your but of the* feeble and the poltroon. You, who boast of 
own invitation ; if you have any thing to allege against your armies, and pretend to hold your power from God 
UsS, let us know what it is without coneoalmeut.” himself, if you wish your glory to be untarnished, rc- 

Ebn Sihoud, darting a fiery glance upon him, replied, store in(3 to my country, and fight me in the open field ; 
Of a verity 1 have many things to say against you ; for, in abusing my conlidonec^, you render yourself an 
your crimes aro unpardonable! You have revolted object of contempt to all, you are utterly dishonoured, 
against me, and have refused to obey me ; you have ami your king<lom will hasten to decay. I have spoken, 
laid waste the tribe of fcJachrcr, in Galilee, well knowing Now do what you please ; you will repent your conduct 
that it belonged to me. some day. 1 am only one of thousands ; my death will 

You have corrupted the Bedouins, and drawn them not diminish my tribe, nor extinguish the ]*acc of 
into a league against my authority. Yon have destroyird tliahlan. My son, Saher, will take iny place ; he yet 
my armie.s, pillaged iny camps, and aided my mortal remains to lead on my Btalouins, and exact the utter- 
enemies, the Turks, those idolaters, profaners, scoim- most viiugeancc for my slaughter. Be then admonished, 
di*els ! aud open your eyes to the truth.” 

Growing more and more inflamed, and heaping in- During this discourse, the king played with his heard, 
vcctivo upon invective, his rage at last knew no bounds, .and cheeked his rising anger. After a moment’s silence 
and he ordenni us to instantly quit his presence, and he said to the Drayhy, 

wait Ids further pleasure. “ Go in peace ; nothing but good shall befall you.” 

1 saw the eyes of the Drayhy gathering flame, and his Wc then retired, but we were still beset by guards, 

nostrils puffing; 1 feared every instant an explo.sion of This fir.st success brought rountl the courtiers, who 

impotent fury, which would have ojdy served to push had listened witli speechless terror to the bold words 
the king to the last extremities; but feeling himself of the Drayhy, and w(U’o wonder-struck at the ealrn- 
ontirely defi'iicoless, lu' curbed his passion, and raising iu;3s with which the tyrant had supported tlio infliction, 
himself with dignity, he slowly retiiaal to reflect, upon Tliey now began to visit us, and AIjou el Sallem even 
what was to be dun<*. All trembled before the rage of bad ns to dine with him. Nevertheless, 1 Avas very far 
Ebii Sihoud; none dari'd to thwart Ids will. We re- from being at ease on my own account; 1 Ibonght that 
inained two days and nights in onr a])artment, without Ebn Sihoud would (nu’tainly not dare push matters to 
hearing any intelligence ; no one eared to come near ns, extremity with the Drayhy, l>nt I bad consid<'rable fears 
and tliose who bad appeared tin; most eager in our that he might throw all tluj bl:im(M)n my counsels, and 
service on our arrival, now fled from us, or moekecl our immolate me, a poor obscure giaour, to bis resentment, 
credulous tMuifideiice in the faitli of a man so well known 1 coinmuuieated my appta ben^Ioiis to the Drayby, who 
for bis pmdidious and bloody character. W<‘ expected reassured me, by swearing that they sl.onld only come 
every instant to see the satellites of the tyrant arrive at me by inareliing over his body, and that 1 should bo 
to take our lives, and avo vainly sought to discover sonu? the first to leave tlio gates ot 1 hirl-ilseb. 
moans of extricating ourselve.s froni his elntclies. On On the following <lay, Elm Sihoud caused us to bo 
llie third day, tlio Drayhy shouted out that ho would .summoned to the ]>reseii(*e, ami ho ivceived us ATry 
ratlier be dead than ciuiure this uncertainty; and he graciously, and ordered culihe to ho brouglit. He after- 
sen fc for one of the ministers of Ebn Silioud, named wards began to (piest ion tlio Dmyhy as to the persons 
Abou el Sallcni, to Avbom be spok<' as folloAvs: — Go, avIio .'companied him. Now is my turn,” thought 1 
and deliver these Avords to your master from me — to i.ivsolf, an<l my lieavt ^laljiitatnl soim*wh:it ; but I 
]Vhat you inttnd (loin^, (}<) jiromptlf/; i iril/ iiinkr jfnu te.ok courage; and when the Drayhy named me, tho 
7)0 reproaches; ! shall' only accuse inysc/f Ji>r havi/iy king, turning towards me, said, 
fallen info your poau-r.^^ Are yon, thi'ii, Abdallah the ( hristiau 

El Sallom obeyeil, but returned not, and tin* an. \wr Dn my answering in the. atlirmativ(‘, ho ri'sumed, I 
Ave got Avas tAventy-liAa' armed iiogvoes, Avho dn'AV up at see that your act art' inueli lai*g<. r than your body.” 
our door. We Avero tiu'ii beyond question prisoners! ‘'“The ball of :i rifle is a I rilling object,” said 1 ill 
lIoAV 1 cursed tho insane curiosity Avliich had brouglit return, v t it slav • great men.” 

mo into a pbril so purely gratuitous ! The Dray Ii> bad His inajesiy smiled. Aftt'r a pause, lie continued, 
no fears for death, but constraint Avas insnjipurtabh* to ^’1 have imieh dillimiltv in believing all that is said of 
him ; he paced up and doAA'ii the room vvitli great stride.s, you. I Aviish yen avouM answer mo frankly. Bray, 
as a lion groAA'ling behind tho bars <d’ his cage. At length Avbat. is the oh joet of this alliance you h.a ve been labour- 
he addressed himself to mo : — . iiig to olfeet for .several yt'ars 

"I Avill put an end to this ; T Avill go to Ebn Sihoud, The object is a very .simiih? one,” I replied, “ Wo 
and reproach him Avitli his perfidy. J st;o that good have ('iideavoiired to unite all the Ih ilouiiis of Syria, 
nature and patience are quite useless, so 1 AA’ill at leitst under the command of tlie Drayhy, to resist the 'furks ; 
die with dignity.” aiul it must be ('viih'iit to you, that Ave thus form an 

Ho again demanded El Sallcm; and as .soon as ho impenetrubk'. barrii'r bi'tAvm'u you and your eiu'miej?.’’ 
appeared, ho said to liiin, “ Ueturii to your master, and That is all very good,” he said ; ‘‘ but if it be so, 
inform him, that, upon tho faith of tho Beilouins, 1 hoAv t vune you to have sought tho destriiclioii of my 
claim a right to speak Avith him ; ho will Iuia e plenty armies before Hama ?” 

of time to do a.9 he likes after ho has lieard me.” ‘‘ Jlecauso you Avere an ohstacio to our (h'signs,” I 

The Wahabite having granted an aiidiimce, El S^dlem answered ; it Avas not for you, but the I )r;ivby, that avo 
Ushered us before him ; when in his presence, he never Avero at Avork. His poAver cnee cstublisbed in Syria, 
asked us to sit down, or responded to tlic usual greeting. Mesopotamia, and as far as Bersia, wo Avould have do- 
” What do you want!” said he gruffly. six'ed au alliance with you, so as to bocoiiic, by buch 
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nieaii9y invulnerable in the possession of our liberty. 
Tho children of the same nation, we have to defend 
the dame causo ; and it is with this view that we have 
como here to form an indissoluble union with you. 
You have received us in a most disaf^reeablo manner, 
Aud the Drayliy has reproached you in terms not too 
pleasing to your cars ; but our intentions are open, and 
we have givcii a good j)roof of it, by coming unarmed 
in reliance uj)oji your good faith.” 

The counteiianeo of tho king grew brighter as I .spoke ; 
and when 1 Jiad coneliidcMl, ho said, “ 1 am coutoiit.” 

Then, turning to Iiis slaves, ho ordered ilu’ce courses 
of c(dfeo. I iiitoriially thanked the Lord for having so 
hapinly iiisi>iied me. The rest of the int(*rvicw was 
2 >assod in thc^ host understanding, and we retired in 
great satisfaction, lii the evening we were invited to 
a grand supper at the house nf one of tho ministers, 
called .Adnunouti, who entertained us with a coniiden- 
tial relation of the cruelties of his master, and of the 
universal execration into which ho hail fallen. I le spoke 
to us also of his inunonse riehes; tho wi'aUli he got 
hold of on the pillage of Mecca was not to be reckoned. 
IT’om the first years of tlic Hegira, the Mussulm.aii 
moiiarchs, the caliphs, the sultans, and the kings of 
Persia, sent every year to tlio tomb of the projdict eoii- 
fiidorable gifts, in jewels, lamps, golden caiulelabras, 
jirecious stones, iS^c., hesidos tin? oiferings of the faith- 
ful commonalty. Tlic throne alone, tlio gift of :i l\‘rsian 
king, of solid gold, encrusted with pearls and diamonds, 
was of inestimable value. Kvery prinijo sent a crown 
of gold, enriched with ]>reei()us .stones, to suspend in 
the vault of tho clia]iel ; there was a coimtless multi- 
tude of them when Ebn Sihoud plundered it. A single 
diamond, of tho size of a walnut, which was placed on 
the tomb, was regarded as beyond all priei*. Whim we 
rellect ui>on all that successive ages iiad accumulated 
on this one spot, m o need not he surprised that tho king 
loaded forty camels with precious stones, in addition to 
massive articles ‘.>i gold and silv'cr. Upon estimating 
these prodigious treasures, and the tithes he exacts 
every year from Ins jilli<?s, 1 believe that he may be 
regarded as the richest potentate on earth, (‘specially 
if we (•onsid(T that lie has no expenses to bear ; that li<3 
forbids luxury under sevcire penalties ; and that, in time 
of war, each tribe has to furnish subsistence to his 
armies, and sujinort all the charges and losses, without 
ever obtaining the h'ast return. 

The next day, I felt so happy at leaving recovered 
my liberty, that I walked alioiit the wliole day, and 
visited Darkiscli and its environs in detail. TIkj town, 
built of white stone, contains 71H)0 inhabitants, almost 
all of whom are tho relations, iniiiist(M’s, (.)r geiH'rals, of 
Ehii Sihoud. 1 .saw no artizaiis. The only trades which 
are extrreised are those of arnioiirer.s and farriers, and 
even they an; in small nuiiilK’r. TJiere wa.s nothing to 
buy, not even food. Each inhabitant lives on his <jwii 
prup('rty, tluit is to say, on a plot ol ground or a garden, 
whicli produces wlieat, veg(;tables, and fruits, and .sup- 
ports a few ehiek<.‘ns ; their numiTous lioeks graze in 
tlie plain ; and every Wedne.silav, tlic inhabitants of 
Yeinoii and Mecca come to exchange tlieirmerehaiidise 
lor cattle. Tills sort of fair is the .sole 'commerce of tin; 
country. The women go out witlioui Vidis, but they throw 
a black maslila over their Inaids, wliieli is extremely 
ungainly ; in other res[)eets, th<*v are ugly (•nmigli, and 
tawny to a calamitous extent. Tlie gardeii.s, situated in 
a charming valley near tlie town, on the ofiposite side 
to that by which we aiTivial, jiroduce the liiiest fruits 
in the world; bananas, ojanges, jamiegraiiat^'S, fig.s, 
apples, melons, &.e., iutei spriv.ed with barley and maize. 
They are irrigated with gri ul care. 

The day lollowirig, the king, la v'ng summoned us 
afresh, received us in a iu;vrv<dl' ly agreeable nv'imer, 
aP'* put a number ol q^i-.-.ioiiK to mi; upon the dillbrcni 
sovereign i ol Europe, especially u])ou Napoicon, "or 
■whom he had -i great veneration. Tlie t.iles of hi.- 
victories w(3rc liis chief delight; and fortuir.iely, my 
frequent conversations with M. Ija.scaris enabled me 
to give lik i a variety of details on that subject. After 
eaclx description of a battle, ho exclaimed — 


a surety that man is an envoy of God ; I atn 
convinced that he is in close communion with his crea. 
tor, since he is so highly favoured by him.” 

Aft(?rwards, relaxing more and more into affability, 
and changing tho subject, he said to me, Abdallah,*]’ 
am anxious for you to tell mo the truth ; what is the 
groundwork of Christianity?” 

Knowing the prejudices of tho Wahabite, I sliud, 
dered at hearing this question, but, jiraying God to in- 
spin; me, I replied — 

“ The groundwork of all religion, oh, son of Sihouil, 
is a belief in God. The Christians believe lilce you, that 
tluiri; is onlyono God, tho creator of the universe, wJio 
punishes the wdeked, pardons the repentant, and n , 
wards tho good ; that ho alono is gr(‘at, all-mcrciful, 
and all-powerful.” 

“That is good,” said be ; “but bow do you pray?” 

I repeated to liim the Lord’s Prayer; ho made it l»o 
WTittcu down by his secretary to iny dictation, tlica 
read it over, and put it in his vi;st ; after wiiieh, re- 
suming bis intiu’rogatory, he asked me on what side wo 
turned to jiray. 

“We i>ray on all sides,” I answered, “for God is 
every wheiie.” 

“ 111 that respoet, I perfectly approve of your ])rao:- 
tice,” said he ; “ but you must have preitejits as well us 
prayc'rs.” 

1 recited tlio ton eomraandmontsgivi'ii by God to his 
pro])hi“t Most;:-!. He apj)L*ared to know them, and pur- 
siK'd his questions. 

“And Jcsiis ('hrist, how do you consider him!” 

“ As the word of God made ilesh, as tho divine word.” 

“ But lie was (*rucili‘.‘d.” 

“ As till; word b.e (.‘ould not die, but as man lie suf- 
fered )»y tlie machinations of tlie w icked.” 

“It is wonderful ! And the Holy Book which (h;il 
has iiisjiired Jesus Christ with, is it revered amongst 
you ? J^o you exactly follow its duetriiu's !” 

“ We preserve it with the greatest resjiect, and obey 
its precc])ts in all things.” 

“ The Turks have made a god of th(‘ir lU’ophet, aiul 
pray upon liis tomb like idolaters; may tliey be (‘ffec- 
tualiy eursi’d, who give IIk; Creator an equal ! JHay iJie 
sabre externiiiiate them !” 

Thus, entering upon the topic of the Turks, he in- 
veiglied against tliem in unmejisured terms, as alsd 
against loliaeeo, wine, and iiiielean nu’als. 1 felt too 
happy to liave adroitly jiarried his iieriloiis questions, 

I to venture any dispute with Iiim on insignitieaiit jioiiits, 
and I allowed him to believe that 1 aldiorred tlie usi’ of 
that evil wood, fur it w:us thus he .stigmatised tob.'uro; 
which caused the Drayliy to smile, as lie know that oiiu 
of the greate.st jio.ssible saeriiiees for ino was the jnivu- 
tion of smoking, and that 1 eagerly availed myself of 
('Very instant that I could, without fear (d* discoverv, 
draw my much-loved pi{>e from its hidiiig-]dace. This 
A'cry day, at this very tinu', 1 felt an extreivK; itching 
for it, for 1 had talked iiiueli, and drunk very strung 
ALadia. 

J’lie king sec'inod highly gratilied at our conversa- 
tion, and lie said to me— ~ 

“ I see tliat wo ar(* always learning sometliing. I 
believed, until now', that the Christians were the most 
snpei>;titioiis of mortals, but 1 am eoiiviiieed tliat tliey 
are much ii(;ai“er tin; tnu; religion than the Turks.” 

’Hiking him on the w hole, Ebn .Siliuud i.s a well-in- 
formed man, and of great jiowx'i* of speeeli, but a lanatic 
j’l lii.s religious opinions. He has a legitimate; w'ife, and 
one slave, two sons married, and a daughter still very 
young. Ho only eats of food jirepared by lii.s women, 
5or fear of being poisoned. Tlie guarding of liis palace 
is entrusted to a troop of 101)0 negroe s, well arrncjd. Ho 
can bring together, in hi.sown doniinioas, a million iiTid 
a half of Bedouins capable of bearing arms. Wlien lie 
intciulH noiniiiating a governor of a pi’oyince, be suni- 
inuns the person to wlioin ho has destined the po«t> 
and invit(;a iiim to eat with him. After tho meal, they 
(;rforin their ablutions and prayers together; and the 
ing, thiui girding Iiim ivith a sabre, says, “ I h^® 
chosen you, by orders lioin God, to govern his slavctj; 
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jjf) liumane and just. Collect the tithe to the uttermost, partook tlie general consternation, and hastened to take 
jind cut off the heads of the Tui'ks and infidels, who say ail the precautions which they pointed out to us. It is 
tliiit God has an equal ; allow not one of them to taiTy not sufficient to put the horses under shelter; it is 
ill your district. Ala^ the Loi*d give victory to those requisite also to cover their heads and stop up their 
who belicvci in his uiiity !’* ^ ^ cars, otherwise they will be suffocated by the whirl- 

Hc delivers him afterwards a small piece of writing, winds of fine impalpable sand, which the storm sweeps 
which enjoins the inhabitants to obey tho governor in furiously before it. The men collect under the tents, 

•^11 things, under pain of severe chastisement. block up the crevices with the greatest care, and pro- 

Wo visited the stables of the king. It would be im- vide a supply of water, which they keep within reach ; 
possible, 1 think, for an amateur in horse-flesh to find they then lie down on the ground, their heads covered 
any There were eighty white mares, wdtli the mashlas, and thus r'cmaiii all the time that 

ranged in a single row, of an incomparable beauty, and the tornado continues. 

.so exactly alike, that I could not distinguish the one The camp was thrown into the greatest tumult, each 
from the other; their hides, glitU.ring like silver, bent on providing safety for his cattle, and afterwards 
da/./dod the eyes. One hundred and twenty of <hfferent withdrawing precipitately under his t(;nt. We had 
colours, hnt (‘(pially symmetrical in form, oeeupi(!d scarcely got oiir beautiful Jscgdcj mares under cover, 
•motlier huilding. In spite of my antq)athy for horses, than t!i<; tenqiest hurst. Impetuous blasts of wind 
.since the accident which had so nearly cost mo my life, hurled clouds of red and burning sand in eddies, and 
I was seized with admiration whilst surveying tho overthrow all upon which their fury fell ; or heaj)ing 
c()ut(‘iits of these stables. up hills, they buried all that had strength to resist 

We supped one (‘veiling with tho generalissimo lledal, being carried away. If at this period any part of the 
who was recone/iled with the Drayhy. The famous body be exposed, the Ih'sh is scorcluid as if a hot ii*(m 
Ahou-Nocta, who was om; of the giu'sts, likewise treated had touched it. The water, which was iutended to cool 
him with the greatest politeness. For several days we us, began to boil, and tlui temperature of ilie tent e\- 
were shut up in seciret comdave with Idin Sihoud, to ceeded that of a 'Turkish hath. 'J'lie hurricane hUov in 
treat upon affairs. Tlie di tail of tlu* negotiation would all its fury for six liours, and gradually subsided during 
]»(? tedious. It is sufficient to say that an allianee was six m<mi ; an hour longt.T, and 1 believe w(i had hecn 
concluded between him and tho Drayhy, to th(‘ir mutual all stitted. When wt? venUmal to leave the tents, a 
satisfaction, and the king declared that their two Unites frightful spectacle presented itself; five children, two 
were directed! hy only one soul. The treaty being ar- women, and a man, wi,.t(‘ lying dead upon tlie still buni- 
raiiged, he inadts us eat with him for the first time, and ingsainl,and several Bedouins had tlndr faces blackened, 
he tasted of every dish before offering it to us. As he and entirely eaUdned, as if by a blast from a fiery fur- 
hud never s<‘(‘n any omj eat excejit with the fing(‘rs, 1 naee. When the wind of the simoom strikes an unfor- 
inado a spoon and fork witli a pu‘ce of wood, spn'ud timate wretch on the head, the blood gushes in streams 
out my handlan'cliief in the shape of a napkin, and front his moutli and nostrils, his face swells, bi'comes 
commeneed eating in the Kuro]tean fashion, which ex- black, and Iuj shortly dies of suffocation. We returned 
liihition gave him a hearty laugli. thanks to the I.ord for not having surprised us witli 

“ 'riiaaka be to < Jod !” said lie, moderating lilsbilarity, fins feai'fnl scourge in the midst of the desert, and for 
“ every nation believes its own customs the best, and is having thus preserved us from so deplorable a death, 
thus contmited with its lot.” When the weather permitted us to quit the camp of 

Our dejiarturc being fixed for the following day, the Ileiiadi, a tw'elve hours’ march brought us to our own 
king sent us, as jiresi'iits, Ki.'veii of his finest mur«^s, led by tribe, where 1 embraced Selunk Ibrahim witli a truly 
jis many slavts, mounted on camels ; and when I'aeli (d filial love. We passed s(*veral days in recounting our 
us had madt‘ his elnnee, we liad sabres presented to us, adventuri's ; and w hen J was conqiletely n'covered from 
the blades of which wore very ('xqiiisite, ljut tlie scab- iiiy fatigues, M. Lascaris, taking mo asidie, addressed 
hards were without oniainent. 1 ordered onr servants me as follows: — “ My dear son, we havi! nothing more 
to receiv(' more onliuary sabres, mashlas, and 100 to do here. f.Jlory be to God, all is terminated, and my ’ 
tallaris. We took leave of I’.bii Silioud with tlu* aecus- enterprise lias succeeded beyond my utmost liop(^s. Wo 
toun il cevtriiionies, and were a(H*onipauied iH'yond the must now' go and give an aeeoinit (d our mission.” 
walls by all tln^ ofHcei\s of his court. When we iwiched Wo quitted our friends, in tin? hope of stsdiig tlieni 
thi^ gates of the town, th(‘ Drayhy stopped, ami, turning again shortly at tho head of tlie (‘X])edition for W’hieh 
towards me, invited iiu* to pass first, saying, with a wt; hud prepared t!io way, ami smoothed tlie difficulties, 
smile, tliat he must keep his word. J confess, that not- Brocoeding l>v Damaseiis, Al(‘p]) 0 , and Caramania, we 
wllhstamliiig the poiittMu ss that was shown to ns at the arrived at (’onstantinoi>lo in tlu^ moiitli of April, after 
end of our visit, tho anguish I had sulured at tho com- a journey of twenty -six days, freqm'utly through snows, 
imnicemoiit had made, such an inqu’es-sioii upon me, In this fatiguing march 1 lost my heauiiful Negdo 
tliat 1 cleared tho gateway with a feeling of rapture. mare, the present of ld_>n Siliomh whioli I reckoned 
We t(»ok the road towards the country of iieggias, upon selling for at least )>i), 000 piastri's ; but tliis W'as 
sleeping each night among tin; tribes which cov»‘redlhe only tho forernniier of tho misfortunes which were in 
di st rt. On llio fiftli day, after passing the night under 1 wait for us. Tlui plague was raging at Constantinople, 
tho tents of Fil lloiiadi, W(' arose* with the sun, and went I and General Andreifksi made us take up our (piarters 
out to saddle our dromedaries, wlieii we found, to oiir j at Keghat-Kani, wl'(*ro w’o jiassed three months in 
groat surprise, tliat tlieir heads were burled in the sand, (piarantiiie. It was during tliis period that we learnt 
and it was not possihl(^ for us to draw' them out. W'o the dismal catastrophe of Moscow*, and tho retreat of 
(tailed the Bedouins of the tribe to our aid, who in- the French army on Paris. jM. LasCiiris was at tho 
formed us that tho instinct of the canu'ls loti them to height of despair, and know not what stop to take, 
conceal their heads thus, in order t«; escape tho simoom ; After two moiitlis of uncertainty, he decided upon re- 
that their doing so was an infallihlo prt3sagc of that turning into Syria, to await the issue of events. Wo 
terrible tem]>est of tho desert, which would Ja>t he long accordingly embarked on board a ves.sel loaded with 
in breaking loose ; and that w(? could not proceed on the wheat. A furious tempest drove us to Chios, where wc 
journey without meeting accrtabi deatli. The camels, again met the jilaguc. M. de Bourville, French consul 
who perceive the approach of this fearful storm two or there, procured us a lodging, in which we reiiiained 
thr(*e hours beforiJ it hurst.s, turn themselves to the shut up for two months longer. 

si(l(‘ opposed to th(3 wind, and dig into the sand. It is Having lost almost all our effects in tho storm, ami 
hn possible to make them stir from that position ciiher being unable to hold communication out.sido, on account 
to (‘at or drink, during the wlndo tempest, %ver(3 it to of the contagion, wo found ourselves without clothes, 
last for several days. Frovidenco 1ms endowt'd ‘♦hem and exposed to very great privations, 
with thi« instinct of preservation, which never dec(;ivcs At length tho quarantine wjus removed. M . Lascaris 
tkeui. having received a letter from the consul-general at 

When we learnt with what wc were threatened, we Smyrna, who invited him to a conlercuco with the 
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Generals lialleraand and Savary, determined u^n 
going there, and pemiitted mo to pass somo timo witli 
any poor mother, whom T had not scon for six years. 

My travols possessing no fimthcr interest, I pass over 
the interval wliioli elapsed betwetMi niy sepamtion from 
M. Lascaris and riiy return to Syi’ia, to arrive at the 
sad oonclusion. 

Being at Latakia witli my motlier, and waiting for a 
vessel to transport me to l igypt, whiTC M. l.ascarishad 
ordered me to rejoin him, 1 saw a 1 reneli brig ot war 
arrive. I Iiasti iied on board to got my letters, aiul I 
learnt the melanelioJy intelligence ol* tlui death of my 
benefactor at Cairo. iS'o words can give an idea of my 
desp;iir. I felt the love of a son for M. l^asearis, and 
fiirtlkTinore, 1 lost with him all my hopes for tlu' future. 
M. Drovetti, French coiisid at Alexandria, wrote me to 
come to him wiih all possible dlspateli. It was forty 
days ])ef()re I could liinl an o])portaj)ity of embarking, 
and V lieu 1 arrived at Alexandria, M. .l)i-ovt>tti had 
departed for Up[ier Egypt ; J followt'd, and reaelu d Iiim 
at Asseoiit. lie infornu'd me that J\l. Lascaris having 
arrivtkl in Egypt with an English passport, 1^1 r J:>alt, 
English consul in Egypt, had taken ]iossession of his 
ctfects. Ho instructed me to Mpi‘1y to him for payment 
of my salary (oOn tallaris per aiimim), which was about 
six years in arrear, and ii'coimnenilcd me .strongly to 
insist upon restitution »>f tiie loamiscript of M. liascaris’ 
travels, as it ^^as a <hiennu'nt of tlie liigbest importance. 

I rcturiK'd iiniue»liatcly to Falro. i\lr Salt receivi'd 
me very coldly, and told nio tliut ?vT. Lascaris havir.g 
died under English protection, he had .stait his clfocts 
and papers to England. All my rcMiionstrancc's were 
liscle.ss. 1 remaiiu.'d a long time at Cairo, in the ho])e 
of gettiiig my arrears of .salary pai<l, and (d obtaining 
the ])aj)ers ot'.M. I.ascaris. At last .Mr i?ull threatened 
to have me arrested liy the Egyptian aulhovitit's ; and 
it wa.s owing to ihi' gene rous interfereiiee of M. Dro- 
vetti tliat J. escaiied that ])eril, 'rir<!(! of tins fruitless 
Strife, 1 <juitteC r'gypt, and nduriied to i.atakiato my 
family, more imfortunatc; and iinpoverislu <1 than when 
I quitted it, on departing from Alejquj fur tlu: lir.st 
time. 

LXD or I’llii SiOltV (.S’ J AIALLA sA'ilXilllK. 


[The translator of the- presi'ut edition of Tianiartine 
lia.s considered that the translation of thepoemsof Antar 
w»)uld appear more appropriately inimediately succeed- 
ing the relation of Ealaila .Sayegbir’s residence .'UiKmgst 
the Bedouins of the desert, W'ith wliose manners llu-.se 
poems are intimately < (jnnected, tlian in an earlier part 
of the- w ork. Tlieir perusal will, it is conceived, }»e nion^ 
relished, from the jnvvious insiglit %yliicli Fata I la’s story 
has given into the usages ot tliose singular tribe.s,J 


FUACMENio OF Tilt: i’C>i:;:,i of antak. 

riKST rj^AOMi.xr. 

Dm. day, Antar, having come to flio tent cd‘ hi.; uncle 
Mallek, was agreeably surprised at t.!ie favmji.dilc r<‘- 
ceptioii with which be was g/'eet<-d. lie owe»l tin’s 
welcome, so novel to him, to llie lis<-ly n inonstrances 
of the King Z(;heir, w bo lhat verv meunijig hatl strongly 
urged Mallf-K to yiel(l to llio wi.'die.^ <d his nephew, hy 
granting him hi-, cousin Abla, wLoiii Ik* passionately 
loved. TJiey spoke of preparations for tin* rnariuige , 
and Ahia being anxioii.', to ki»ow from hoc cousio wliat 
his iHM»ject.:) w'en*, lio said to her, I aia ready to do 
every thing that is agrerablc to y<nj.” “ Ihil,” replie d 
.she, ‘‘ 1 only ask l(iv myse!,' wiial lia D-r.'u accomplished 
for others, w-hat Kah'd-F.bn-AI. mren did Inform* ins 
marriage with his c 'usin ; jida. » I 'wol V* exclaimed 
her father .vrathfully, ‘‘ who lias to; ) you of that ? A >, 
nephew,” he added, turning in Aniar, we will not 
ollow that example.” But Amar, r>vci'ji)yf d at per- 
ceiving hifi uncle, for the first time, m, .aniiabJe towards 
him, and d; siring to give his cousin satisfaction, begged 
her to relate to luin the details of tiiis marriage. « Be- 


hold then/’ said she^ ^ what the women who catne to 
compliinont me on your return, have told me. Kaled 
on the day of his marriage, slew a thousand camels and 
twenty lions, these last with liis own hand. The camola 
belonged to Malaeb-oI-Asscnd, an emir renowned amid 
the most valiant warriors. Ho fed for three days threo 
great tribes whom he had bid to tho wedding. Each 
plate contained a piece of tho flesh of lions. Tlio 
daughter of the Kiii^ Eben-el-Nazal hold the halter of 
tho naka* which Djida mounted.” “■ What, then, is 
tluTc so wonderful in all that ^” said Antar. “ By Hk; 
king of Lanyam and Hattim, none other shall lead your 
naka but .Djida lior.self, wdth the head of her husbaud 
hung in a .“uck about her neck.” 

Mallek scolded hi.s daughter for having In’oacbod tlily 
subject, pretending to be much displeased with ht!!-^ 
whilst it was he w lio hud secretly incited tho women to 
give all the.se tlctails to Ahla, in order to throw Antar 
into difliciilty. Being .sati.sHed with tho oath of lii« 
nephew, and desirous of turning tlie eonvc'r.siition, lu* 
poured out Aviiie for him, hoping ho would become yet 
more Ijoiind to the demands of his (laughter. 

W hen th(' ('veiling was over, as Antar wa.s about bi 
retire, Mallek bcggtMl him to forget tho remarks of 
Ahla, w ishing thus iiuliivctly to recall them to liis mind. 
J laving returned Imrne, Antar told his hrotlier Cliaiboub 
to get ready his horse, El Ahgea, and he iinmediati ly 
drpartt'd, proceeding tcovards the iiioiintain of Bt'iii- 
Touaihk. Du (he road lie related to C'haibouh wliut 
had pa-^'od that very evening with Abla. “ (hirscd lu) 
your lUicle !” exclainie»l his brother; “ what a wicked 
man! From wIkhii has Abla learnt what .she has 
recounted to you, but from her father, who wishes to 
get rid of yon, ])y ]»recipitating you into such gre.it 
perils f’ Antar, wiilioiit paying the least attention to 
the words of C'liaibt)ub, told him to hasten his ste])s, so 
as to arrive a day earlier, so < ager was lie to fiillil his 
engagement. lie then rt‘cit<'d the followijig verst's:—. 

J traver.so rough paths in the darkness (.)f niglir, .1 
niareli, llirongh the d'.sert full of the lofiij.-st ardour, 
with no companion but my .saVnv, and numbering not, 
my (.neniies. .1. ions, Ibllow me! v>u will si'i' the. cui.h 
strewed with c».»rpses to fatten liir la’rds of tlu^ sky ! 

.Kahd t is no jongf v rigliily named, since 1 am sei'k- 
ing for J)im. Jtjida can exult no more I 

Their lands are no longer in sal’ety; tigers will soon 
bo the only inliabitants. 

Abla! KeeeivA* thus (urly my c{nigr:itnlafions upon 
all tlic'se things tliat sliall adorn your triumph ! 

Dii thon ! wliobc glanci's, .similar to arrows chargrd 
with (h'ath, h;ive inllicted n[)on me such inenrakk- 
w'onnds, thy presence ia jiaradise, lliy absence a devour- 
ing tlanie ! 

‘oil Allan-cl-Fandi ! .May thou be blessed by the all- 
powerful Dull! 

I liave drunk of wiiu' swaa'ter than m-ctar, for it wa^ 
poni’i-d out for me by the hand of beauty. 

.''o long as I sli:i!I behold tlie sun, I will proclaim Ini' 
m rit, and if 1 die for lu-r, my name will not jx'rish.” 

»njen he had fitiFhed, the day comineneeil tuai»p< ar. 
Heeoiitinueil liis route (uwanla the tribuof lieni-ZohaVd. 
Kaled, tin hero of that tribe, enjoyed in it more cai- 
.Dderaiion than tho king himself. He was so forniidaM<j 
in w ir, that liis nanu! alone made the neiglihouring 
iviIh's tremble. Beh(.)ld hi.s hi.stury, and that of his 
con.sin Djida: — 

Two emirs — Mohareb, fatlK'i* of Kahal, and Zaher, 
father of Djiila — goviM'ni'.d tlie I’edouin.s called lleni- 
Aumaya, removned for their valour. 'J'hey' were hro- 
ther.s. 'J'he elih.’st, Moliareh, commaiuh'd in chiel ; 
/aJier serv('d under his mahn's. One day, after a h«'t 
dispute, Mohareb raised bis band to hi.s brother, who 
returned home witli his heart full of rcsi'iitmi iit. Hi'^ 
wife, being informed of thii cause of the excited state m 
which slui .sjiw him, said to in'm, ‘‘ You ought not to 
sulfer Riich au alfrojit, you, tho most valiant warrior “t 
the tribe, you, renowned for your strength and oourjigc. 
Ho uubwcrctl, 1 jiiubt rospoct uii elder brotlicA**' 


* Slic'camcl. 


f Happy. 
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rtWclI, then, rejoined hia wife, quit him; go else- 
where and establish your residence ; but remain not 
Jicre in humiliation. Follow the precepts of a jioct 
whoso verses aro as follow : — 

‘ If you experience crosses or misfortunes in a place, 
)>emove from it, and let the house regret him who built 

Your food is the same every where ; but your soul 
oncii lost can never bo recovered. 

Never charge another with your unUirs; you will 
always transact them best yoiirst;!!’. 

Jiions are fierce becauHc they aro five. 

Sooner or later man must suhinii to Iiis destiny; 
wliat signifies the })laco wlioro lio dies f 

follow, tlierefore, the counsels of ox))e‘rit‘nce.” 

These verses made Zalier resolve to jorsake* his home, 
with all that belonged to him ; and when ready to de- 
part, be n.'cited the following vm’ses : — 

“ 1 will go far from yon, to a distance of a thousand 
years, each year a thousand leagues long. If you 
olh red me, as an inducomt'iit to remain, a thousand 
l lgypts, eacli watero<l by a thousand Jsih s, 1 would still 
remove fnjiii you and your lamls, repeating, to justify 
our separation, a couplet which is without an eijual : 
‘Man should fiy the places where' barbarity reigns.’-’ 
Zaher, proceeding on his march, went to tlie tril»e of 
nini-Assac, w'liero he was most favourably rect'ive<l, and 
chosen its chief. Zaher, ])i‘ing grateful, settled thei*e. 
^oinc time afteiwvards ho had a daughter, nanu'd I>jida, 
whom h(5 ]»aHsed for a hoy, ami who gr(!w up under tlu; 
iiaiiio of (liaudar. Ki r father made her accompany 
him on horseback, exercised her in combat, ami thus 
drew out Jior natural ilisposition and courage. A 
scholar of the triho h;arnt her the* arts of rca<liiig and 
writing, in which she made mind progress. Slie was 
perfection itself, for sin; united to all these* qualiti«‘s an 
admirable la-auty. Thus was it saidon all sides, Happy 
the woman who shall (’sjiouse the lanii* ( Jiaudar !” 

Her fatluT, having fallen dangerously ill, ami lieliev- 
ing himself on the point of death, called Ids wife and 
saitl to her, I conjuri! yon nut to contract a fri'sh 
mavriago after iny death, whicli wonld separatv' yon 
froi!i your ilaiighUr; hut contrive allairs so that sli 
may continue to jtass for a man. Jf, alti'r 1 .im gone 
you do not iiere enji'iy the same consideration, n turn 
to my hrotluT; 1 am sun? lie will nceive you well. 
Take good care of your richi s. Money will make you 
everywhere respected. .Ik? generous and aflahle, and 
you w ill find your rewanl ; in a word, always continue, 
to act us you do at j? re -cut.” 

After an illness of a few days, Zaher got Ijetter. 
Kiaiidar nevi r iiiteriidtt(?d his warlike forays, ami gavi? 
such nndunhted ti'kens of valour iu all circuinsiaiiee.s, 
that it became a provcr]»ial saving, “Take care how 
>ou approach tiu; tribe of Kiaiular.’’ 

As to Killed, he accompanied Ids fatlier, I^h liareh, in 
his d;iily exercisc.s, in which the most couragt oiis vvar- 
rior.M of the tribe took j»art. Th< y were like a real 
battle, each day producing its wounded ; Kaled canglii 
in tl)em the sj)irit of emulation to hecoiiie a gia at In i’i\ 
a spirit which the i(?novvii gained ))y hi.s c nmln foi 
valour excited still more. lie was actuated by a 
powerful desire to go and sec Ids com.iii, hut durst not 
do so, as lie was aware of Iho dissensions that ]>revailed 
between their parents. At the age of liftci !i, Kaled had 
become the most valiant vvarrioj’ Of his tribe, when he 
had tlio misfortune to lose his fatlier. lie was chosen to 
fill his place ; and as lie exliihited the same virtues, h 
was not long iu gaining general esteem .uid respect. 
Having one da^ proiiosed to his mother to go and sec 
Ids uncle, they immediately dejvarted, hearing vvitli them 
rich presents in horsi?s, cajiurisons, arms, »\c. Zaher 
received them with imhoinided joy, and lavishi' J on Ids 
nephew all manner of kindnesses and attentions, for his 
reputation was well known to him. Kah'd tenderly 
cinhraced his cousin Giaudar, and conceived for him a 
warm attachnu'iit during the time tliat ho passed with 
his uncle. Every day he pursued with ardour Ids 
military exorcises, and charmed Giaudar, who ]>er- 
ccivod 1dm to be au ftccoiiiplishcd wiUTior, full of 


courage and gcneroBity, affable, eloquent, and of mae*- 
culine beauty. They consumed whole days, and even 
the greater part of the nights, together. At lust Giaudar 
grow so fond of Kaled, that ho entered Ids mother’s 
tent one day, and said to her, “ If iny cousin returns 
to Ills tribe without me, I shall die of chagrin, for I am 
desperately in love with him.” I am far from disap- 
proving your passion,” answc?rcd the parent ; you 
have good reason to love liini, for he pleases every 
one ; besides, hi? is your cousin, you arc of the same 
blood, almost of the same age, and a more fitting match 
than you, Kaled could not find ; hut, in tlie first place 
J(?t me s]»ealv to his mother, and apprise lier of your 
si?-\'. We will wait until to-in<uTov\' ; vvlien she coni(‘S 
to visit me a.s usual, I will inform In'i* of all ; we will 
arrange your nuptials, and il(']):»rt .all togotlier.” 

The iii'xt day she set herself t() comb lier daughtcr’si 
hail* at the time that the mother of Kaled generally 
came to her; and vs hen tlie latter entend i lie tent, she 
impdreil who that beautiful girl might he ; aud then 
the mother of Hjida j-elated to her In r daughter’s his- 
tory, and the will of her lather to have her eoiicealed 
under the garb of a man. “ 1 make known to wui tin’s 
sceiV't,” added she, “hccau.-e 1 vvi.^h to g’uc her 'in 
marriage to your son.” “ 1 coiiseiit to lliat project 
most cordially,” rejdiid the mother of Jvali.il; **' vvliat 
an honour for my soji to ])osses!-j so glori<;U,s a beauty 1‘* 
Tlien, going ill si.'arch of Kal<*d, .^he e<*mmuiiicated to 
him the whole history, afiirming that there was no 
woman existing who.se hiauty vvas to he compared to 
that of his cousin. “Go, therefore,” said s!ie, “and 
ask her in marriage from your uncle ; and if lie is good 
enough to grant lier to you, you will he the happiest of 
mortals.” 

“1 was decided ill my own mind,” replied Jiev son, 
^‘iiot to separate myself from my cousin Giaudar, so 
greatly vvas 1 iittaehed to him ; hut since lie is a girl, 
1 will have, nothing, more in common wI'Ji her ; I pre- 
fer the society of vvarrier.s, the strifes of combat, the 
hunting of elephants and lions, to the ]M>s.session of 
beauty ; let thert? iu* therefoi e no moro ipiestion of this 
marriage, for 1 am lU tenuimd to dei'an this very 
instant.” In fact, he onlen d the ]>reparations for ile- 
j*artiire, and went to take ji.ave of liis uneli', w ho asked 
him what {»ii( him in such a Jnirry, and higged him to 
remain a few days longer. “ 1 1 is inipossihle,” answered 
Kulid; “iny tribe i.s without a chief ; it i.s oiiite neces- 
sary 1 shouhl return to it.’’ W’idi thi'se words he set 
otV on his route, aceempanied by his inotln r, who liad 
uttered her iarewell to iijiila’s niotlur, appri'^ing her 
at the saini' time of her cunversatiiin w ith her sou. 

Du learning the refusal of hi r eou.siii, Hjida ahaii- 
don«*d herself to the hitti resl gru f, ami i i fu.-ed to eat 
or d. nik, so powerful was In r pas'-'iou for Kaled. Her 
father, seeing iier in tins state, ])eIiL*vi'<l Iut atllicted 
wiili illness, ami ceased to take her with him in hia 
excursions. Dm* day, wlieii ho w iis gone to a distance, 
t«* surpri.se an antag- ni*-! li ihe, slie said to her mother, 
“ ! will not die fur a person who lias treated me with 
so little ivgartl ; by the a.ssisiance of I’rovidence, I will 
find out a niean.s ot^^naking him also suiter various tor- 
ments, even those of luve.” Then, rising with the rago 
of a lioness, .she muimied on horseback, telling her 
mother that shi* was going to the clue^e, and departed 
for tlie tribe of lier cousin, in the costume of a Bedouin 
of Kegiaz. She was lodged with one of the chiefs, who, 
taking her for a warrioi-, gave her a most hoi-pitahlo 
reception. The next day, she presented herself for the 
military exercises undi'i* the eommand of her comsin, 
and cummenei.'d a combat with him, which lasted until 
noon. 'J'he struggle helween tliesc two heroes e.xcit<'d 
the admiration of all the spectators. Kaled, a.stoiiished 
beyond measure iit encountering a warrior who could 
makt' head against himself, ordered that all j^ossihlo 
civilities Kshould he paid to him. The next day wit- 
nessed a. similar strife, which continued tlie third and 
the fourth day. During all this time, Kaled exerted 
his ingenuity to learn who the stranger was, hut without 
success. On the fourth day, the combat lasted until 
CYouing, without cither being able to wound the other. 
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duHtig the whole time, when it was over, Kaled ^id 
to his adveiisary, ** In the uaine of that God who has 
gifted you' with so stout a valour, let mo know your 
country and your tribe.” Then Djida, raising her 
mask, said to him, « I am she, who, thi)ugh despised by 
you, yet w'ished to marry you, and whom you rejected, 
preferring, as you s,'iid, battles and hunts to the posses- 
liion of a woman ; I have come liere to make you aware 
of the force and courage of her whom you cast from 
you.” 

After uttering these words, she resumed her mask, 
and ri'turiu'd lionu*, leaving Kaled in sadness and irre- 
solution, without strength or presence of mind, and so 
overwhelmed that lui loll hack in a swoon. Wlnni ho 
came to liiinself, liis ardour for war, and the hunt- 
ing of wild bc;ist.s, liad given place to love ; ho went to 
his mother, and cojmminieated to her this sudden 
change, giving lier likewise an account of his combat 
witli Djida. You deserve what has befalUni you,” 
she said to him ; you would not believe mo formerly. 
Your cousin has acted as she ought, by jmnishiug you 
for your pride towards her.” Kaled remarked that he 
was not ill a slate to supjiort her reju'oache.s, and that 
he had more need of compassion, and he entreated lier 
to go and ask his cousin for Iiiiii. She immediately 
w'ont off to the tribe of Djida, in groat distress for her 
son, whom .she left in a <IepIorablc st.'ite. 

As to l>jida, aftm* she made lierself known to her 
C0u.sin, she returned to her tribe. Her mother had 
been uneasy at luu* ahsenct', and she related to her her 
adventure, wliicli not a little surprisctl her, when she 
hoard of so much courage. Three days aftt'r her return, 
the mother of Kaled arrived, who iinmediatidy addressed 
horsclf to l)jida. She told her she was e«»me on the 
part of her cousin to join them tog<‘ther, and intimated 
to her, at thti .same time, the mournful condition in 
which she liad (juitted him. “ Such a marriage is now 
impossible,” said Djida; ”1 will m'vcr espouse him 
wiio lias refused mr" ; I merely intend'd to teach him 
a Jes.son, and punish Iiiui for having made me suffer so 
cruelly.” Her aunt, repre.seiiting to her that if he ha<l 
caused lier s(»iiu; jiain, he was, at tliis imunent, more 
unfortiin.'ite tlian slu*. “If 1 wen' to die,” cri<Ml Djida, 
1 never would ]>e his wiio !” il(‘r father ind having 
yet returned, the inotlaji* of Kal<'<l could not sjicak with 
him. I’inding that slu* got m» satisfaction from Dji«hi, 
she returned to her .son, wlmm she found pining wiili 
love, and aln ady iniieh changed, islie gave him an 
ac(‘oiiiit of her mission, tin* n’siilt of which incn'ast*d 
his desjiair and ag(»ny. “There is only one stej) Kft 
for you,’’ .said his inoiher ; “take with you the cliicfs 
of your tribe, and tliosc of the tribes, your allies, and 
go to her fat]n*r ami ask Inr iToni him; if he says he 
has no daugliter, relat<? to liim your liistory, ami he 
will deny you no longer, hut feel himself compelled to 
grunt her to you.” 

Kaled, that same instant, convok* <1 the clu<*fs am! 
the old men of tlie tribe, and made them privy to tin? 
circumstances that had befallen him. Tin? recital 
struck them with astonislniient. “It is a wondrous 
history!” .said Mehdi-Karab, oneo6<hem ; “itdescj ve.s 
to be written in letters of gold. W'e were igroruiit 
that your uncle had a daughtiu*; W'c knew oidy his .son, 
named Giaudar; whence c<»me.s, tin ii, this heroine 1 
We will accompany you when y(»u go to dcinaml lier 
hand, for no one is more worthy of it than yourself.” 

Kaled, being as.Mured of his iirndo’H return, took Jii.s 
departure, escorted by twenty <>i’ the eliief men of his 
tribe, and a hundred cavaliers. Kl(di presents followed 
in iiiH train. Zulier welcomed tliem in his h st arylc, 
without iinderstiuiding tin; rec iou of his iiephe*w’s 
prompt return, as he \\as fjuite ignorant of Jiis meeting 
with Djida. On the fmrtli day ul his .-rrival, Kaled. 
kissing lib* uncle\s jiand, dei.iaiideu b:. cou.-ia in in. r- 
riage, ,ind prayed him to return ami dwell with Imn 
Zaher affirmed tliat lie had only a boy, named tiiaiidar, 
the sole chihl whoi.. God had granted him ; but Kaled 
related to him nil that had happened to him wiiU his 
coiLsiii. At this information ZaluM' was troubled, and, 
alter an intCi . al of wdcnce, he Baid, “ 1 did not tiiink 


thie secret would ever be discovered; but since it In 
otherwise, none can have better pretensions to the baud 
of your cousin than you, and I therefore yield her to 
you.” The price, or dowry, of Djida, was afterwards 
fixed before witnesses at 1000 red-haired camels, loaded 
with the clioio(?st productions of Yemen. Then Zaher, 
entering Iiis daughter’s apartment, informed lier of the 
engagement he had come under with Kaled. “ I will 
subscribe it,” answered she, “ on condition that, on tin* 
day of my marriage, my cousin shall slay a thousand 
camels chosen from amongst those of Melaeb El Assent', 
of the tribe Deni J lamer.” Her father, smiling at this 
re([uest, bound his nephew to obey it. The latter hav- 
ing prevailed on his uncle, wdtli many pmyers, to re- 
turn with liirn, they all set out together the m;xt day. 
Zaher was received in his ancient tribe with all po.ssiblt* 
atiectiuu and respect, and was raised to the fU'st station 
in it. 

The day following his arrival, Kaled, at the head of 
lOUO chosen warriors, went forth to surprise tin; tribe 
of Deni-l lamer, gave it battle, and dangerously wounded 
Melaeb, from whom In; took a greater number of camels 
than was diunanded by Djida, and then returned in 
triumph to his camp. A few days aft(*r that, as he was 
begging his uncle to hasten the nuptials, his cousin said 
to him that she would nt‘Ver sec liim again uinliT her 
tent, if he brought not to her the wife or the daughter 
«d‘ one id* the most valiant emirs of Kail, to Indcl tlio 
h.alter of her earned, on tin; day of her marriage ; “ for 
I am determined,” added she, “ that all the young girls 
shall envy me.” To .satisfy this fri'.sli demand, Kalid, 
at the head of a numerous army, attaeke«l the tribe of 
Xihaina E!>eii-el*NazaI, and, after several battles, lie 
succc'cdoil ill capturing Aiiiaiin*, the daughter iif Ni- 
liamn, wlium he took with him. Djida having no fiirthi-r 
ri-Mpiest to make, he began, of his own accord, a hunt 
afler lions, 'fhe day before that lixed for tin- Meddiug, 
as ho was following the chase, In* ein*(»uiitered a warrlta-, 
wlio, ailvaiiciiig towards Jiiin, cried out to Iiini to Mjr- 
r<;ndcr, and (h*sceinl from liis horse tliat vt-ry instant, 
ujion pain id' inmiedlate death. Jvaled r<-plied to tiu- 
summons by a vigorous attack upon tins iiiikimwii 
ein iny. A terrib!** i-ombat i-nsueil, and coiitimiod more 
than an hour ; at kngtii, fatigued by the n sistance of 
an adversary whom he could not subdue, Ivaled < \- 
eUiiiiied, “ Oil, son of a cursed race ! — who an; yoiG — 
what is your tribe? — ainl why coim- ymi to 2)r'..*veni uu; 
from e<»ntinulng a ebase whieli is of inipoJ'tanei; to me? 
May maledictions fall on y<ju ! l,ct me know at least 
wln tlier J am figliting against an oniir, or against a 
slave.’^ 'J’lien Ihs ailveisary, lifting the visor of Ills 
lielnn t, rej>li<'d to liim, with a smile, How can a 
warrie.r talk in that .strain to a y»'ung maiden ?” Kaled, 
recognising his cousin, durst not answer lier, so imu li 
was he overpowered with shame. “ 1 tliought,” eim- 
tiiiued Djida, “ that you miglit iiioet with obstacles in 
your cliase, and 1 am come to assist yon.” “ Dy tIu; 
all-powerful God!” i;.\claimcd Kaled, “ I know no war- 
rior .so valiant as you, oh ipn.-'. n of beauty !” TIn*y tlu-ii 
.sej .ited, agreeing to meet in tin- evening on the same 
spot, which they accordingly did, Kaled liaving slain 
one lion, and Djida a male and a female. They jiartcd, 
more and n: re ch:a*med with each other. 

The inipii.-iis lasted tliree days, with rejoicings of all 
sort.-. More tlian 1000 camels ;ind twenty lions w<‘ro 
killed, the last, by Kaled’s own liaiid, with the cxce])- 
th n of the two resulting from the hunt of hw bride. 
Sniame Ie»l by the halter tlie iiaka which Djida 
mounted. The two lovers were at the height »)f bhss. 

Zaher died some tiim; after this marriage, leaving the 
HUpremo comnmiid to his tw<j children, Kaled and 
Djida. 'I’his Jieroic couple aliortly became the terror 
. f tlie desert. 

Let us ri;tiirn to Antar and his hro’tlicr. When they 
bad arrived in the n(*igiibourliood of the tribe, Antar 
Hi*nt forward lii.s brother to observ<; the nature of tho 
"iound, and tlie situation of Kalcd’s tent, so that ho 
might take me asures to attack it. Chaiboub returned 
to him tho next day, with the inforiiiation that his 
good fortune surpassed tho wtekeduees of hia uncle, as 




jCaled was absent. He added, ^ There are only 100 single negro warrior had seized upon all their flocks, 
horsemen in the tribe with Djida. Her husband has slain a great number of them, and remained upon the 
departed with Mehdi-Karab, and she is appointed to field of battle, waiting for them to come and attack him. 
watch over the common safety. She mounts on horse- “ We believe/* they ^ded, “ that he has killed or taken 
back every night to make her rounds, followed by a Djida.” ^ Is there in the world a warrior who can make 
score of troopei’s, and often goes to a distance, acwnnl- head against Djida, and, still more, conquer her 1” asked 
ing to the account given ino by the slaves.” Antar, Giabe, one of the most distinguished chiefs. The others, 
delighted at this news, told his brotlier that ho hoped knowing that she had issued forth the previous evening, 
to make Djida a prisoner that very evening; that his and not seeing her return, thought that she was per- 
duty would be to block the passage to her companions, liaps at the chase. They agreed, however, in all cir- 
iii order that none of them might be able to warn the ciimstances, to depart instantly to recover their flocks, 
tribe, which would then start in pursuit. “ If you allow They marched in troops of twenty and thirty, and soon 
a single man of them to escajie,” he added, “ I will cut came up to Antsvr, who calmly awaited the combat on 
off your right liand.” “ 1 will do all y/ou require,” his horse, and loaning his licad on liis lance. All cried 
replied Chaiboub, “ since 1 am here to assist you.” out at the same time, “ Fool ! who are you that thus 
'fhey remained in concealment tlio whole day, and come in search of instant death V* 
drew near the tribe after the sun had gone down. They Without deigning any answer, Antar attacked them 
s«)on saw several cavaliers eoming towards them. Djida with impetuosity, and, in spite of their numbers (there 
was at their head, singing the following verses : — were eighty of them), he easily put them to rout, after 

“ The dust from the horses* feet is well scattered — inflicting wounds upon several. He afterwards thought 
war is my province. it expedient to rejoin his brother, for fear the herds 

The hunting of lions is a glory and triumph to other had made away with him ; but, as he wiis setting off, 

warriors, but none to me. he saw a great cloud of dust arise out of the middle of 

The stars know that niy valour has eclipsed that of the desert, and conceiving it to he the enemy, “■ This is 

my fatiiers. the day,” cried he, “ that tlie man must show itself.” 

*Who dares approach me when I traverse at night He continue^l his route, when he met Chaiboub, who 
the mountains and the plain ? was returning towards him. He asked him what he 

More than all others have 1 acquired renown in the had dtme with Djida ai»d the flocks. “ When the herds 
discomfiture of the most formidablis waiTioi*s.” perceived tliat dust,” answered his brother, “ they rc- 

Antar, hearing thds<j verses, told his brother to keep volted, and refused to continue the march, saying, it 
on tho left ; and lie hiinsidf, darting to the right, uttered w'iis Kaled returning with his army. 1 slew tliree of 
his war-cry in a voice so powerful, tliat he struck them, but knowing you to be alone against a multitude, 
terror info the twenty horsemen in the suite of Djida. I have come to your succour. It were better to die to- 
Antar, losing no time, dashed upon her, struck down gether than separated.” ‘^Wretch I” exclaimed Antar, 
her horse with a blow of his sabre, and gave her so “ you were afraid, and have abandoned Djida and the 
violent a stroke on the lu'a^l that she lost all conscious- flocks; but 1 swear by the All-powerful ! 1 will tliis day 
ness. H(< left her in order to pursue her companions, peidbrin prodigies that will bo celebrated in ages to 
slew a dozen of tliem ill a short time, and put the others coiiiol” Having tims spoken, he flew after Djida, 
to lliglit, Chaihouh, who await(.*d them in the rear, whom the herds had unloosed after the departure of 
pierced six of tliem with his arrows, and AnUir, Hying Cliaiboub. She was on horseback, but wounded, and 
to liis assistance, disp(»sed of the other two. He then without arms. Antar, having slain four of the herds, 
told his brother to hastt'ii to Djida and bind her, before the rest being out of his reach, pui’siiod Djida, who 
slu‘ recovered lu*r senses, ami to tala* her one of cndeavourc<l to join tlui army, which was advancing, 
llie horses of the cavaliers wliom they had just slain, believing it to bo her tribe. Ihit when sln^ was in the 
J hit Djida, after remaining an hour without .sense, had middle of the liorseineu, she hoard them chanting 
C(nne to herself, and, limliiig a horse witlnmt a rider, these words; ‘‘Antar, most valiant hero, we come to 
had taken possession of it. Hearing tlio voice of Antar, aid you, although you have no need of our assistanct?.’* 
she drew Iier sahiv, and cried out to him, “Do not It was, in fact, the army of Heni-Ahhess, commanded 
ilattt‘r yourself, sou of an accursed race, that you will by the King Zoheir in person. This prince inissing 
see Djida in your j)OW( r. I am here to make you bite Antar, and fearing that his uncle had engaged him, 
the diist, ami iievi r slniiild you have seen me on the according to custom, in some perilous enterprise, had 
ground, liad you not had the fortune to kill my liorse.” sent to Chidad, his father, to gain intelligence of him. 

At these wordt, she precipitati.d lieraelf upon Aulur Being unable to obtain any from Iiini, he had caused 
witli the fury of a lioness robbed of its cubs. He boldly Mallek to be interrogated, who feigned to be no better 
sustaiiuHl the shock, and a most terrific combat eii.sucd informed. Cliidad had then imiuired of Abla, whoso 
l.i lwei u them. It continued for three entire hours, candour he knew ; and having learnt all from her, ho 
witlioiit any .narked advantage on either side. Both gave information to the king, whose stins, exasperated 
were exhausted witli fatigue. CHiaibouh kept guard at at Mallek, bad taken an immediate resolution to go in 
a distance, that no succour might arrive to Djitki, who, search of Antar, saying, that if they found him in 
although weakened by her fall, and wounded in several safety and in health, they 'would celebrate his marriage 
j)laces, still made an obstinate defence, in the v.'iiii hope on their return ; aiul tliat, if he were dead, they would 
of being assisted. At last, Antar, falling desperately put Mallek t(» death, on account of the loss of the hero 
upon her, seized her by the throat, ami she once more so precious ti» his tribe, lufonned of the project of 
swooned away. He took advantage of that to takeaway his sons, Chass and Miuilck, the king had determined 
her weapons, ami to bind lier arms Then Chaiboub to put hliiisidf at the head of his most valiant warriors, 
urged his brother to depart, before the events of the and had quitted Ihc tribe, followed by 4000 cavaliers, 
night came to the knowledge of Djida’s tribe and of her in the number of whom was Mallek. During tho 
allies, who wouhl put them.s<;lves in pursuit. But Antiir inarch, the latter liaviog asked the king what his pur- 
refused, being unwilling to return t » Beni- Abbess with- pose was : “ I u ish,” iuiswcred Zoheir, “ to go and ex- 
out plunder. “We oaiiiiot,” said he, “ thus ubaiulon tricatc Antar from tlic fatal expedition in which you 
the lino flocks of this tribe, for wo must then return a have involved linn.** “ I assure you,** replied Mallek, 
second time at the prn'iod of Abla’s marriage. Let us “ that 1 know nothing about it, Abla alone is culpable ; 
wait for daylight ; when they go to pasture, we will to put an end to the matter, 1 will return home, and 
seize upon them, and then return to Beni-Abbess.” cut i If her licad.** Cha.ss, taking up the convei*satioii. 

In the iiiorniiig, the flocks being led to graze, Antar said, “ Upon my honour, Mallek, it were better that 
took possession of a thou.‘Siind iiakas, and a thousand you were dead ; if 1 were not moved by respect for my 
camels, with their conductors, entrusted them to Chai- father, and friendship for Autar, I wouhl make your 
boub to convey them away, and remained to fight the . head fly from your shoulders.** Saying tlicso words, 
guards, of whom he made a great carnage. Those who he struck him a violent blow with his courbaeli, com- 
were able to escapo rau to tUo tribe, crying out, tliat a | manding him to be gone, ho and his. 
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Qa reion^g from the tribe, Mallek, having collected 
his relations and friends togetiier, departed, followed 
by 700 of his own people. The llahok^ one of tho 
most renowned cliicfs, and Herone Ebeu El Wiiard, 
accompanied him with 100 chosen troopers. They 
inarched all the day, and in tho evening they pitched 
their tents, to hold a council, and decide where they 
were to go, and with what tribe they could uiiito them- 
selves. Wo are,’' said the Kabek, ‘‘more than 700. 
Lot us w’ait here lor news of Antar ; if ho escapes the 
danger, and returns to Jieni-Abbess, Zohoir will cer- 
tainly come in search of us ; if lie perishes, we will 
migrate, and cstablisli ourselves farther olf." This 
opinion having prevailed, tliey remained in that place. 
As to Zoheir, ho had continued his inarch to the assist- 
ance of Antar, whom ho at last met imrsuiiig Ejida. 
This latter, having obtained tho promise of her life, 
was bound afresh, and given in charge to Chaibonb. 

As soon as Antar perceived the king, ho got off 
horseback, and advanced to kiss liis sandal, «iying, 
“ My lord, you do too much for your slaM; ! why take 
HO much trouble for mo “ Uo you wish iiu', then," said 
Zoheir, “ to U‘avo a hero such as you alone in an enemy's 
country i You should have coinniimieatcd tome the 
demands of your uncle; 1 would either have satisfied 
him by giving him my own docks, or accompanied you 
in your enterprise." 

Autiir, having thanked him, wont to s:iluto the tw'o 
sons of the king, Chass and iMaalek, and his father 
Chidad, wlio told him wliat had happened to the father 
of Abla. “ My iincU'," said Antar, knows my love 
for liis daughter, and takes an improia?r advantage of 
it; but thanks to God, and the terror wliieli our king 
Zoheir inspires, I have succeeded in iny design, and if 
I had only had fifty hors<.‘rucii with me, I would have 
rendered myself master of all the flocks of the three 
tribes, which wiTe almost without defence; but since f 
find you here, we will proceed and s(ize upon them. 
It shall not be ri;.id that the king lias taken file field 
without profit. It is better for him to rest here for a 
day or two, whilst wo march and despoil thi'se trihey." 

Zoheir, approving this .scheme, caused the tents to 
bo pitched at that very .spot, n eoiiinieiiding to the 
warriors who composed the expedition, above all things 
to respect tho women. They remained three day.s 
absent, in the course of which they eapturoil, almost 
without oj)position, a booty .so I’eusidcrable that the 
king wa.s quite astuni.shed at its extent. 

Un the following day, the order fur depuriiirc having 
been given, the army retook tin* route to the tribe, to 
the .satisfaction of all except iJjida, wdio, .surrounde<I by 
several cavaliers, peribnned tho jourie y on acanud led 
by a negro. When three day.s’ inarch fi’om tho tribe, 
they encamped in a vast plain. Antar, observing that 
it wa.s admirably adapted for a fiehi of battle, the king 
remarked that it wiis equally pn»]'iti(.tns for the <diase. 
AnUir replied, “ Jlut 1 only love war, and I am ill at ea.so 
when 1 remain any length of time w ithout fighting.” A 
few’ hours afterwards, they de.scried a thick d.sud (»f 
dust which s<;erned ad vancing to wards the canqu Sliortly 
the steel of the laiice.s wa.s seen gliftering, ami weep- 
ing and shouts of woe \ve*re beard. V licir, tlibiking 
tliat it was the* army of Kaled who Juid been attacking 
the tribe of Heni-Ainar, and was returning with bis 
prisoners, told Antar to prepare himself for the combat. 
“Don’t be uneasy,” nrplied the hero ; “ in a short time 
all those warriors will be in your power." Ife iu.stantly 
ordered the necessary prepuration.s, ajipointing ten 
troopers, and sevi.rul m. groins, to guard tin* boot/'. Jle 
burned with desire to im aMjre strength with bis foi*. 

Before going farther, it is ( xpr dient to make known 
to the reader what anuy v.as ;id\ Kaled, hav- 

ing departed writh 5000 w irrior omI fl ^ two c’ ids, 
liaisa-Ebn-Mouclick, an: Mchdi - to attut-k 

Bem-Amav, had found the country de.s. rtfd. tm; u 
habitants, being apprised of his desig.j, hiu! rct'.reti mto 
<he mountains with their possessions. Ik? liad t • .'refore 
taken no plunder ; and as he was n turning wniiout tho 
capture -x bolitary camel, liis companions liad urged 
him to go and buipriso the tribe Beni- Abbess, tlie riehcbt 


in the land. Kaled having turned towiirda that trite, 
had fallen in with the camp of Abla’s father, which ho 
attacked ; and, after a whole day’s fighting, had takc^ 
prisoners all tho warriors who composed it, as well as 
tho women and tho flocks. Abla, having thus fallen 
into the power of Kaled, rejoiced at a misfortune wliich 
preserved her from a marriage, which her father strove 
to force her to contract with ono of liis relations, named 
Amara, as she preferred being captive rather than the 
wife of any other man than Antar. She never ceased 
calling upon his name, saying, “ Dear Antar, where 
are you ? Would that you could behold to what position 
I am reduced !" 

Kaled having asked one of his prisoners, who that 
woman wa.s who was iuces.santly repeating tho saino 
n.ame, he being a sw^orii enemy to Antar, answcrtnl, 
that she was called Abla, and that she had demanded 
of her cousin to bring Djida to bold the halter of her 
naka, on her wedding-day. “ Wo have separated from 
onr tribe," hoadded, “being unwilling to accompany tlio 
King Zoheir in that cnteiqiriso, to ettect Avhich, lui 
departed with all hi.s warriors, except yOO left to guard 
Beiii-Abbcss, under the command of Warka, one hia 
sons." At this intelligence, Kaled kintlled into fury, 
.st'iit Mehdi-lvarab, at tho Jiead of warriors, to 
seize the women and flocks of Beni Abbe.ss, with orders 
to massacre all the* men whom ho met with. Ik< him- 
self continued his route to rejoin bis tribe, treating his 
prisoners with cruelty, and in great alarm for Djula. 
To beguile the tedium, lie .sang the following verse.s : — 

“ 1 have b‘d horses armed w itU iron, and bearing 
w'amors more formidable tlian lioii.s. 

I have been in the country of Beiii-Kaiinab, of Briii- 
Amar, and of Beni-Kelul. At my approach the iiib.’i- 
bltants have fled into the mountains. 

Beni-Abbess is in imminent peril; its people shall 
w'ct p night and day. 

A 11 those who have escaped from slaughter have fallen 
into my bands. 

lloNv many are the muiih ns whose bright eyes shed 
tears! 'fhey call Benl-Abbe.ss to their succour, but 
Beiii-Abbes.s is i i ebain.s. 

Zoheir is goiu* with bis warrior.'^, to flud dr'ath iu ii. 
country wln re tlie women are more valiant than the 
men. Evil betide him if lin y have told mo tin; trutli ! 
He has abandoned the certain for the uncertain. 

The day of battle will prove wliich of u.s two lias <le 
ceived lum.Mdf. 

My sword rejoices in my victorious hand. Tin* ! 
of my enemy sheds tears of blood. 

The most fearful warriors tremidi* at my ;tspecf. 

:My name disturbs theii’ bleej>, if terror permits ihei.i 
any repose. 

If 1 did not fear being aceiis(‘d of too much jiride, ! 
would as.sert that my arm alone issuflicient to overturn 
the universe !” 

Kaled, thus piiivuiiig liis route, found liiniself at 
length in pre.seuci; of llie army of ih iii-Abbes.s. 'I'lie 

' f.s ;ind sliouta of tin* prboners having reached tlie 
ears of Antar and of his warriors, they heliiwed they 
heal’d the voiee.s of frii'iids, and apprised Zoheir tliereof, 
wJ)f> in.startly disiiatclu'd a troojier nanu'd Absi, to r<’' 
cmmoiire ttie eiii my. Kaled perceiving him from afar, 
excluiincd, “Behold an ('iivoy of Ihni-A bls'ss, who 
ei»mes to mala:; me propo.sitions ; but 1 will ILsti'ii to 
none. 1 .shall make it a war of cxtenniiiation, aiul all 
the prisoners sliall he slaves. But whence eoiiics ilie 
h-. *iy w hich I pcTceive. { Donhiless they have gained 
pos.se.s.sion of it when Djida was hunting lions." lb* 
tlKrciipon <li.spatch(?d Zt;baVde, one of bis warriors, to 
meet the envoy of Zolieir, with ordera to gain a kuow- 
ledgo of iiis mission, and inform himself of the fate ot 
Djida. WIk'u they carno together, Zebaide, taking tho 
word, said, “ Oh you w lio come lioi’c to meet death, 
hasten to .say wliat brings you, before your head roIH 
in the •lust." “ 1 dt;Hpis(j your vain throats," replied 
Absi ; “ we sball soon meet in the field of battle. I 
C(uno here for tlireo things ; to give you nows, to warn 
you, and to get inf<»Amiation. Eirst, 1 amiouncc to you 
that we have .seized upon your women Jind your flodta* 
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Secondly, t warn you that we are about to give you 
battje, under the conduct of the valiant Antar. .Thirdly, 
1 come to take note of the booty you have made, for we 
know that you have attacked the throe tribes Beni- 
Kaiiuab, Bcni-Amar, and Beni-Kclal. I have spoken. 
Answer !’* " Our booty,” said Zebaide, “ has come to 
ns without trouble ; terror for the name of Kalcd has 
sufficed.” Ho then related what has been before uien- 
I’loncd concerning the hither of Abla, and added, that 
11)00 warriors had been dispatclied to surprise Beni- 
Abbess. “In my turn,” ho eoneludod, “I demand 
from you news of Hjida.” « She is a j)risouer,” replied 
Absi, “ and sulForing from Iier wuiiiifls.” “ Who then has 
been abhi to vampiish her — her, who is brave as her 
liusband?” a^ked the envoy of Kalod. ‘^A hero whom 
none can resist,” sai«l Absi ; ‘‘ Antar, the son of Chidad.” 

The two (uu’oys having fultilli'd their missions, re- 
turned to give an account to their resj)eetive chiefs, 
A l)si, upon arriving, shouted out, “Oli, Beni- Abbess ! 
jly to arms to wash out tlie afl'rout intiieted on you by 
Bi'iii Zobaide.” Then, addressing himself to Zoheii*, 
Ik; sang tin; following vorst.'s : — 

Boni-Abbess, surprised by the enemy, lies desolate. 
A destroying wind has swept the place ; the echo alone 
remains. 

'^I’liey have desj)oiIe(l you of yonr gf>nds ; the im n 
liavo boon massacred; your wives and ehildrcn are in 
the power of the (Miemy. Hear tlieir cries of distress ; 
tiny eall for yonr aid. Beni Zubu'ule is Iriumpluiut, 
hasten to vengeanee ! 

Oil, Antar, if ymi saw tlie despair of Abla, how it 
e\e(‘('ds that of Ikt companions ! 

Her garments an; steeped in tears; the very curtli 
is swimming with them ! 

.Abla, the must beauteous amongst thv) beautiful ! 
h ly then to arms ! tin.; day of victory or death is com<? 1 
May death follow the blows of yonr redoubtable anus !” 

At tills reeital, Zobeir could not jirevent himself 
from >\et;ping. 11 is atlliction was shared by all Hie 
cbii-fs \N lio .surronndcMl him. Antar, alom^, experienced 
some degree of satisfaetion, on b aniing the sad fat*; of 
Ins uncle, who liad bi'en tlie cau.'^e of all his mlsfor- 
tmies; but Ids love soon drovv; all pleasurable sensa- 
tions fVom his heart. 

'I'ln.' t'lii oy of Kaled, wlu'ii arrivc'd in Ids presence, 
b'l-e Ids elotlies, and re[K aled the following vis’ses : — 
“Oil, Beni ZobaV(U‘, yon have been surprised by the 
warriors of Beni-A.b!)e;*>, borne upon lior&t;s Heel as 
ilie wind ! 

^ onr most precious pos,sessi(.)ns have been plundered. 
^^illyoul)t; inei’cilul to those who have carried otf 
<;Ven your wives! 

nil, KaliMl! if you could see Djida, with her eyes I 
bathed in tears ! 

nil you, the most potent of warriors, Iia.^teii to attack 
your enemies swtaal in liand ! 

Death i.s preierred ]>y the brave to a lii'o without 
Jiononr. 

Let not the wicked brand jam with lin? name of 
cow.ard !” 

Upon hearing tln se tilings, Kaled was exeiti'd to rage, 
and gavd orders to mareli to llie combat, /olmir, pi-r- 
eeiving this movenumt, likew ise adN anced, followed by 
Jus soldiers. TIu; plain and tin u.omitalas tremided at 
the approacli of the two arini<\s. Zobeic, addressing 
Antar, said, Tlie eiunny is mu uTous ; this <lay will bi; 
terrilile !” “ Aly lord,” answered Antar, “■ niaii can but 
tlie once. Ilehold the day is come at last, which I have 
so long desired! If Kaled has w'itli Imn (*jesar and 
the king ot Persia, 1 will «lelivcr onr w mien and chil- 
dn;n, or 1 will perish.” He then recitf'd the foilowiiig 
verst;.s : — - 

‘‘ Man, whatever may be bis condition, caii never 
sujiport contempt. 

Idle man, gene rous towards liis , owes them 

the succour of his arm. 

He ought to know' how to boar misforlum, i/beii 
valour fails to give liim the victory. 

Ho ouglit to protect his friends, liud redden liis lance 
With tile blood of hU feeSv 


The man who possesses not these virtues, deserves to 
be held in no estimation. 

I wish to make head against the enemy by myself 
alone. 

What has been plundered from us, I will this day 
recapture. 

The battle which I am about to give, shall make the 
highest mountains quake. 

Let Alba rejoice, her captivity shall soon be ended.” 

On hearing these verses, Chass exclaimed, “ How you 
make your voice heard above the clamour — ^you, w'ho 
surpass all the learned in eloquence, and iill w’arriors 
in valour !” 

Kaled, before coming to blows, gave orders to make 
as many prisoners as possible. 

Antar went iu the ilirection of the captives to endea- 
vour to deliver Abla, but he found them guarded by a 
considerable number of horsemen. Kaled, in the same 
maniit;r, drew near the place wht;ro Djida was kept, 
flattering himself that Beni- Abbess would not stand an 
hour before him. lie commenced by attacking the 
warriors wlio encompassed Zolieir, and succeeded in 
wounding (.'hass. His father defended liim like a lion, 
and the combat lasted till the close of day. Darknesa 
alone separated tlie two armif.'s, w’hich retired into their 
respe ctive camps. After prodigies of valour, Antar 
returned, and learnt from the king th.at Kalcd had 
wounded his son. “ By tin' All-powerful I” cried Antar, 
''‘I will eoramence to-morrow by vanquishing Kaled! 
T.wonld have done so to-day, but I sought to deliver 
Ab^a, and lan e not succeeded. When Kaled is slain, 
or ina’do prisoiK'r, his army will j>romptly di.sperse, and 
w t; shall be able to save our unfortunate friends. Beni- 
ZobaVde shall learn that wo surpass it in bravery.” 

. “Oil, bravest of tlio bravo!” exclaimed Z« ‘heir, “I 
do not doubt our succi ss, but I cannot avoid shudder- 
ing, when I think that Mi hdi-Karab, at the head of 
munerous war»’iors, has gone to surprise our tribe, 
guarded only by my son XV-arka, and a small number 
of our men. T fear be will obtain possession of our 
women and children. What will become of us if wo 
arc iK*t tbo conqinTors to-morrow'!” Antar, having 
promised to bring the afiiiir to a conclusion the next 
day, they to<dc a liglit iv'past, and retired into their 
tents to enjoy a little rest. Instead of reposing like 
the others, Antar, taking a fresh horsc', set off to make 
his rounds, aceomj»anied by Cbaibonb, to whom, as 
they proccedoil on the way, he recounted his fruitless 
efforts to delivi r Abla. I was more fortunate than 
you,” said ("haiboub, “ for, after many endeavours, 1 
succeeded in s(;eing her to-day, and 1 will tell you how. 
When J saw battb* joined in the plain, I took a long 
circuit by traversing the desert, an<l I XTached tho 
pb Ci' where tho prisoners were detained. I saw the 
Ivaliek, his brother IJerono Kbn-e]-Wuard, your undo 
Mallek, his son, and the other warriors of our tribe, 
bound across tlie backs of camels. Near them were 
the women, and riiuongst them Abla, whoso beautiful 
eyes wore pouring torrents of tears. Slie strt'tdied her 
arms towards our camp, exclaiming, ‘Oh, Beni- Abbess, 
is tluTc not one ot* thy sous wlio will come and deliver 
us i~- not «mo will* will tell Antiir of the sad condition in 
which I langiusli !’ r)ne hundred warriors surrounded 
the captives, as a ring encircles tho finger. 1 eudoa- 
voured, however, to carry off Abla, but I w'as recognised 
ami pursm tl. Jii retreating, 1 let fiy my arrows at 
them. Tims I passed the wliolo day, ever returning 
to the chargi', and always pursued, I slew more than 
fifteen of their soldiers. But you see how Siid is tho 
fate of Alba.” Tliis rociUil drew tears from Antar, 
who was choked with rage. After making a consider- 
able circuit, they at last arrivixi at their destination. 

At tho dawn of tho day, tho two iU'mics drew up iu 
order for tlie combat, and were only w’aifiiig the signals 
of their chiefs to fall upon each other, wiien a rumour 
was spread through the ranks of Beni-Ahbt'ss, that 
Antar had disappeared. This disastrous intelligence 
discouraged the w;irrioi*s of Zoheir, w lio already con- 
sidciH'd themselves vanquished. Tho king w'ns about 
to demand a suspousiou of ai’ms, to wait until the re- 



turn of Afitar, tirhen he tow from afar a thick dust arise, To do honour to his king, Anior continued the march 
which grew greater as it advanced. At length were by his side, entrusting the guard of liis bride to ton 
heard cries of despair and pain. This third army hxed negroes, who during the night fell asleep on their camels, 
the attention of the two others. Shortly they perceived Abla, having done the same tiling in her haudag, wag 
warriors supple as saplings, all cased in steel, advanc- alarmed when she awoke at finding herself far from the 
ing joyously to the combat. At their head marched x'cst of the troop. Her cries awakened the negroes, 
a veteran, tiill as a cedar, firm as a rock ; the earth who then perceived that tho camels had strayed from 
trembled benoatli his tread. Before him were men the right path. Wliilst they dispersed to endeavour to 
bound upon camels, and surroniided by troopers lead- findoiit the road again, Abla descended from her haudag, 
ing several unmounted Imrses. These troopers shouted and was immediately seized by a cavalier, who lifted lu r 
out, “ Beni-Zolwiide !” and their voices echoed through in his arms and placed lier beliiud him on liis horse. 1 1 
the desert, it was Mehdi-Karab, who liad been sent wjis Amara, who, rendered furious at the honours paid 
by Kaled to despoil Heni- Abbess. He was returning, to his rival, had sc'piu’ated from the tribe, and meeting 
after happily accomplishing his mission. Having ar- his cousin alone, had taken the resolution to possi i^.H 
rived at that tribe as the sun was rising, he had gained himself of her i)erson. When she reproached him for 


instant possession of all the liorses, of the best camels, 
and of several maidens, daughtm's of tlie first families. 
But Warka, liaving collected in haste the few warriors 
that weinj with him, had set off in pursuit. When 
Mehdi-Karab saw himself followed, he sent the plunder 
forward, under an escort of ‘200 cavaliers, and attacked 
the squadron of Warka, which, though very inferior in 
numbers, sustained the fight with obstinacy till the 
fall of day. Then Beni-Abbess, having lost half its 
troops, and Warka being captured, the remainder dis- 
persed. Mehdi-Karab, aftm* this affair, resunieil his 
route ; and hastening forward, he arrived in time to take j 
part in the action about to eoinim*nce. He immedi- 
ately ranged his force in battle-array. At this sight 
Zoheir exclaimed, Behold my fears realised ! but, no 
matter, let the sabre decide between us ! Any fate is 
preferable to the shanit of witnessing our women re- 
duced to slavery, and rendered bodies without souls.’* 
Mehdi-Karab was received by bis comrades with 
transports of joy ; and after relating tho events of his 
expedition, he iiu|uir<*(l after Kaled, and learnt wdth 
dismay, that, having mounted Jiis horse the previims 
evening to keep guard, Iw’ had not returned. Conceal- 
ing his disquietiH .c, he fell with impiduosity upon Beni- 
Abboss, followed by the whole army uttering their war- 
cry. The warriors of /oheir sustained the terrible 
shock like men in clos]>air, (lot<;rniiiu.tl to die ratlu.T 
than live ajiart from those they loved. Streams of 
blood flooded the field of b.attle. At noon the victory 
was still undecided, but Beni-Abbess began to grow 
faint. The foe made a frightiul carnage in its ranks. 
Zoheir, who wius in the h ft wing, with his sons and 
chief men, seeing the centre and right wing yielding, 
was in the greatest distress, not knowing how to pre- 
vent the dispersion of liis army, when he perceived, 
behind the enemy, a squadron of 1000 picked warriors, 
shouting aloud, “ Beni-Ablxrss !’* 

It w.'is commanded by Aiitar, wlio, like a towcT of 
brass, was advancing w ith all speeil, preceile<l ]»y ( hai- 
boub crying with stmipjrian voice, “ Evil beti<le you, 
ye ciiildren of Beni-Zohaido ! r! *'‘k safety in flight ! 
Hide yourselves from tlie death wliicli is hoviTiiig above 
}OU. If you do not Ix'lieve me, oj)en your eyes, and 
behiild at the point of my lance the head of your chief, 
Kaled-Ebii-Mohareb r* 


S J:< ;0 N I> F RAG M E.VT. 

Antiir, during his captivity in I'orsla, having ren- 
dered the king of tliat country important s<?rvices, that 
monarch granted him his liberty, and dismissed him, 
loaded with rich presents in silver, horses, slaves, Hocks, 
and arms of all sorts. Antar, <’ncounteriiig on his 
route a wamor renowiK d fop Ins »aloui’, wlio had seized 
upon Abla, slew him and took his cf)UHin with him. 
When near his tribe, he sem ;,o give liis pareiitv notice, 
as they believed him dead long a/o; announcemeni 
of his return filled them v.iili j- , mid Mm-v set ‘'H' to 
meet him, accompanied h, dm prineina! the fs,ai.(l the 
King Zoh dr himself. On perceiving them, Ant..-, i 
intoxicated with gludness, sjirang to tlio '-artli t., idsg ' 
die stirrup of the king, who embraced lilm wi'!i atier- 
tion. otlier chiefs, delighted to see Inm again, 

ill their arms. Aiiuira, his despicable rival. 


hia treacliery, so unworthy of an emir, ho said to Inu’, 

I prefer carrying yon off, to dying of chagrin by see- 
ing you marry Antar.’* Then continuing his journey, 
he proceeded to seek refuge in a powerful tribe, tlie 
enemy of Beni-Abbess. In the meantime, the negroi.g 
having discovered tlio road, had returm^d to take the 
haudag, ignorant that Abla lunl quitted it. Antar, 
having accompanied tlie king as far as his tent, turned 
back to meet his bride, whom, to his great surprise, ho 
found no longer in her haudag. The inforinatioii given 
by the negroes as to her disap]H‘araiiee being unsafis- 
factory, he mounted his horse and flew off to seek Abla, 
holding his course for several days, with lannmtatioii.s 
for her loss, and singing tlie follow'ing verses : — 

“ Sleep Hies iny eyelids ; tears have furrowed my 
cheeks. 

hly eonstaney causes my agony, ami leaves me no 
rest. 

We saw each otli(‘r for so sliort a tlim*, that my suf- 
ferings are augmented in conscqiieuee. 

This removal, these continual Hi jiarafloiis, tear my 
heart. Ah! how 1 ri-gnd your tents, lleiii-.Mihess ! 

How many us»“less tears 1 shed far from my beho i-d ! 

To behajipy, 1 only asked to remain inair }()U as long 
as a miser would allow a sight of liis treasure.” 

Antar returned after long and fruitles.s searelies. and 
he iletermined t'> dispatch his l>r(*ther ('liailiiuih indis- 
guisc. After a long absence, ('baibonb caim* back, and 
informed him that Ik! had disen vered Al»ia with Ala- 
farey- Ebn - IJaminarn, who liad wrested lier from 
I yVniara, with tlur intention of marrying her ; but lliat. 
sJie, unvviliing to form the union, had pn/ttnidi'd jnad- 
ncs.s, ami lier al>duetor, to ])nnisli lu r, had made iier 
work like a slave, in whieli ea])aeiiy she was e.\poM>d lo 
bad iwige on the part of Malarey's inotJier, wlio ein- 
ployial her in the rungliest labour. “ 1 heard In r rail 
upon yon,” added Cliaihoiih, ‘‘singing the ibllovving 
viTs(‘s : — 

* Come and deliver me, C)]i, my cousins I or at Ira-d 
inform Antar of my woid'ul .state. 

My Hutferings have exliansted my strengtli ; noi’nii; 
but ini.sfortune has befallen m»; since J qiiiltnl llu lioii. 

A .slight breeze .snllired to make me ill, so judge wliat 
I <‘ 11 , lure from the hardships to wiiirh I am reduced. 

.dy patience is at an end. My <‘nemi«*s may I'e satis- 
fied; how many are my humiliations, since 1 lo.‘,t the liero 
of my hea’ t ! 

All! if it be possilile, bring Antar to me; tin? lioii 
aloiu can JirotecL the gazelle ! 

Aly misfortmu s would melt r«U‘ks !”’ 

Antar, refusing to Inrar more, <h parted on tlie instant, 
and, after long and bloody tights, lie delivered Alila. 


REi'bKCTIONS OF ANTAR. 

Let your emnnies stand in awe of your sword ; roinnni 
not where yon are despised. 

Setth* amongst the witnesses of your triumphs, or die 
gloriously with arms in your hands. 

Ji<? a despot with despots, a wicked man amongst tho 
w’icki'd, 

Jf your friend forsakes you, seek not to bring him 
back, but close your cars to the calumnies of his rivals. 
Tber< ii uo Bnclter against death. 



TRA^to IN iftElE Mst. 


Jt if* hotter to die fighUng than to live in slavery. 
Whilst I was counted in the number of slaves, my 
thoughts traversed the clouds. 

I owe Illy renown to my sword, not to the nobility of 
niy birtli. 

My great deeds will make rny birth respeerted by the 
warriors of Reni-Abbess, who are tempted to despise it. 

The warriors and the steeds themselves are there to 
attest the viijtories of my ami, 

I have darted my horse into the midst of the enemy, 
into the dust of the combat, during the heat of action ; 

I have brought it out spotted with blood, suliering from 
iny raatcliless activity ; at the end of the light it liad 
only one colour. 

1 have slain their fieriest warriors ; Rabiha-Ilafrebar, 
(liaber-Kbn-Mehalka, and the son of liabilia-Zabkan, 
have nnnaintid upon the field of battle. 

Zabiba* blames me for exposing myself at night, she 
fc'ars 1 may fall liy the weiglit of numbers ; she would 
wish to scare mo with death, as if it were not to bo 
fiidured some day. 

Ih'ath, said I to her, is a fountain at which wc must 
drink sooner or later. 

Cease then to torment yourself, for if I do not die, I 
must be slain. 

I will conquer all the kings who are already at my 
feet, trembling for the blows of my redoubtable arm. 

Tigers and lions even have submitted to me. 

The eliargers remain mournful, :is if they had lost 
llieir masters. 

I am the son of a woman with a black forehead, the 
limbs of ail ostrich, and hair like grains of ])eppei\ 

Oh, you who return from the tribe, what is passing 
there ( 

Bear my salute to her whose love has preserved me 
from deatli. 

Aly eimmies desire my humiiLation ; cruel fate!— my 
degradation is their triumjdi. 

Tell tlKUii that their slave* deplores their absence. 

If your laws })ermit you to kill me, satisfy your 
desire ; no one will a.sk an account of my blootl. 

Alltar, precipitating himself into the mulst of the foe, 
dlsapi)eared from the eyes of his eomrados, wlio, fearing 
Ibr his life, were about to carry succour to him, when 
lie reappeared holding tlie lu'ad of the enemy’s chief 
ill his liaiid. He sang the following verses: — 

“If I slake not my sahi-e in the blood of tlio enemy, 
if it tlowH not at its stroke, may iny eyes eiijt>y no sleep, 
and I will iviionnce i1k‘ happiness of seeing Abia in my 
dreams. 

1 am more active than death itself, for I burn with 
desire to destrev tliose for whom it consents to wait. 

l)i.‘afh, on wiinessiiig my exjihdts, respects my per- 
son. The arms of the Bedouins are iu)t long enough 
to reach me, the most terrible of warriors — me, tl 
furious lion — me, whose swerd and lance ive souls 
their liberty. 

Wluai I shall sec death, I will make it a lurbao with 
my siabre, the blood t)f wliich will increase its lustre. 

} am the lion wIjo protects all that hel(»ngs to him. 

My actions w ill be crowned with immortality. 

My bftick complexion becomes w'hitc when the heat 
of combat iiifiames my heart ; my lovi^ becomes ex- 
treme ; persuasion then lias no empire over me. 

May my neighbour bo a]wa>.s triumphaiit, my enemy 
humiliated, cowed, ami witlioni asylum. 

By the All-powerful, who lijvs cn.'ated the seven 
heavens, and who knows the future, 1 ^Y:ii not cease to 
fight until .1 d<istroy my enemy, lor 1 am the lion of the 
earth, always ready for war ■. 

My refuge is in the dust of the field of battle. 

I have put the opposing warriors to iiigiit, tlirowing 
on the ground tlie corpse of their chief. See his blood 
which trickles down iny sabre ! 

Oh, Beiii-Abbess ! iiuike ready yimr triumphs, and 
bo proud of a negro who has a throne in the hea^ eiis. 

Ask iny name from sabres and lauecs, they will tell 
you that 1 am called Autar.^f 


The father of Abla, unwilling to give hie daughter to 
Antar, had quitted the tribe during his absence. 
his return, the hero, not finding his cousin, spoke the 
following verses : — 

“ How shall I deny the love I bear to Abla, when my 
tears testify to tlie grief that her absence causes me ? 
When at a distance from her, the fire which devours 
me becomes every day more ardent. I cannot conceal 
sufferings which are unceasingly renewed. 

My patience diminishes, whilst my desire to see her 
again augments. 

To God alone I complain of my uncle’s tyranny, for 
none comes to my aid. 

My friends I love is killing me ; me, so vigorous and 
formidable I 

Oh, daughter of Mallek! I banish sleep from my 
exhausted body ; besides, how could I yield myself to 
it, when on a bed of burning coal 1 

I w'ecp so much that the birds even will recognise 
iny grief, and weep with me. 

I kiss the earth which you touched; perhaps its 
freshness may cool the fire of my heai’t. 

( )li, beautiful Abla ! my spirit and niy heart wander, 
whilst your flocks are in saftTy under my guard. 

Have pity on my sad state ; 1 will bo faithful to you 
to all eternity. 

In vain my rivals rejoice; my body will taste no 
repose.” 


FRAGMENTS OF ARAB POETRY. 

A caliph, benng at the chase, wniidiTcd, after losing 
his suite, and arrived near a spring, where three young 
Bedouin maids were drawing w^ater ; having asked them 
to let Iiim drink, tlu^y all tlireo hastened eagerly to pre- 
sent him with water. Charnuxi with their kindnesH, 
the caliph wishi'd to reward them ; but finding himself 
without mene}’, ho broke some of his arrows, which 
were of gold, and distributed the pieces among them. 
Each returned him thanks in verse. 

The tirst said: “ If your arrows are of gold, it is to 
.show your generosity, ev(*n for the enemy. You thus 
give the wounded wherewithal to get well tended, and 
the dead means to pay for their burial.” 

The second said : “ J n battle, your too liberal hand 
extends its larges.ses oven to your enemies ; your 
aiTows are of a precious im;tal, in order to prove that 
war prevents you imt from bestowing favours.” 

The thinl said : “In days of battle he throws his foes 
arrows of massive g(.'ld, so that tlie wounded may not 
be abandoned, and the dead may purchase their wind- 
ing-slieets.” 

All Arab, having made a. young girl blush by looking 
at her, said, “ Aly glances have .sown roses uj)oii your 
I checks, wherefore forbid mo from pluclung them ! The 
law' permits him who plants to reap.” 

Tanbe- Fbon-ilmnager made a great number of verses 
for his mistress, L:iilia-el- Akeatial ; amongst others, 
those whieli follow : When T am d<‘ad, if Lailla-el- 
Akeatial comes ti.^lhe place w liere 1 am at rest to speak 
to me, ill order lo answer her, my voice will clear the 
earth and the stones that cover me, or the echo of my 
tomb will make itself lu'ard.” 

'J'he passion of Tanbe was so violent, that he died. 
Not long after, Lailla, having married, passed not far 
from the tomb of Tanbe, aecoinpaiiied by her husband, 
who told her to go and speak to that fool, to see if ho 
would aiuswiT her, as ho had proclaimed in his verses. 
When .she w ished to excuse herself, her husband re- 
peated the order with fury. Forced to obey, she turned 
the head of her camel towards the tomb, and on arriv- 
ing at it, she exclaimed, “ Tanbe', are you there!” 

At these w'ords, a huge bird flew from a bush close 
by, and alarmed her camel, which, bounding back, 
threw' Lailla to the ground. She was killed by the fall, 
and was interred by the aide of Tanlu^. 

Ehnassondi said to me; “1 have known you abed 
tears of blood, so great was your fidelity; why, thou, 
arc your tears become while i” 


* Antai-'t mother. 


j Couragcoi'i 



liAMAJKXlIXlffSS 


I It Is no proof either of my forgetful- 

ness or inconstancy ; but from weeping so much, time 
itl^ has whitened iny tears.” 


NOTE OF THE AUTHOR. 

I entertained a design of adding hero a translation of 
some modi'rn Arab poems, to give at least an idea of 
them ; hut 1 le^rn tliat an able hand, and ono more 
versed than mine, has been already occupied on the 
task. A volume, entitled Jl/e/fWffcs de LitiernUire^ 
Orientftle ct Frauatise (Scraps of French and Orimital 
Literature), by J. Agoub, is to ap]>ear iu a few days. 
I knew the author, a young poet, of the higlnvst hopes, 
I’emovod prematurely from his family and glory, lie 
was l>orn in Eg^T^t, and had been c'dueutod in Frajieo. 
V»"e discover in the original fragments that ho lias left 
behind him, and we will doubtless tiiid in liis transla- 
tions, the heated and deep colouring of his eouiitry, 
joined to the purity of the French taste. His works, 
published by his widow, arc the sole heritage that he 
lias left his family and his country. 

I have placed here some fragments taken from the 
publication wliich I speak of; they will excite, 1 am 
sure, a desire to know more of them. 

A. DE Lamartine. 

\hth Aprily loiV). 


into my bostoxn, a slight do\iii scalrcely fiha dpPilpOTOekfl 
of my lover. Yes, 1 am iu love ; and it is for tSeo, my 
beloved, that my tears flow ; but 1 swear by him y^ho 
created love, that my heart never felt emotion foiliny 
but thee. 1 offer theo iny first love. 

Wlion the night closes in with its darkness, it is liko 
the blackness of thy plaited hair ; wdieu tho day glows 
with its purest light, it recalls the lustre of thy dazzling 
visage ; the aloes, with its gentle exhalations, scatters 
only thy own porfumo, and the enamoured lover of thy 
charms shall pass his lihi in singing tliy praises. 

The beloved advances, but her face is veiled, and 
the sight of lier <listnvbs and confounds all minds. TIk' 
light stem of the tulij) is jealous of her flexible and 
attractive form. Suddenly sbo raises with her hand 
the envious veil which conceals her, and tho people 
utter cries of surprisi*. “ Is it a flash of lightning,” they 
exclaim, w'liioh has glitt(*r(?d on our <l\vcUiiigs ? or 
have the Arabs lighted fires in the desert 


MAO LI A LS, 

on VELOATl TlOM\N('i:S OF THE MODERN ARAT.-. 

ICilractf'd from the Coltrcthoi r)tfith'!l “ Mrff/or/cs 
dc LittcratiirCy Or'untlolr el Fronnfise.'^ 

13 V J. A( iOt n. 

Now that thy r.giire, lik(' a shooting twig, is so slim 
and graceful, gi’unt mo thy caresses, «ili my beloved, 
4 iud let us use time, whieli is flying. CIoso no longer 
against love the secret door of thy fav(uirs. .fieliev«‘ 
me, beauty is lloeting, and its (‘m])ir<' is not long in 
duration. 

They have compared t)we to fhe star of night, Imt 
how greatly are they deceived in their langiiagt*! Has 
the moon those beautiful black eyc.-s or briglifc pupils ' 
Reeds bend and iiieliiie to the least breath of the 
zephyr; thou, who resemblest tlnan in tliy slight form, 
Bccst all men bow belbre tiiee. 

If the torment of my heart renders thee hapju', tor- 
ment mo; for my happiness is tliiiie, if it not that 
thine is still itkut sweet to mo. If thou wi.^-hest to 
<leprivc rne of lifi-, if that sacritiee Is necessary to tlu e, 
take my life, oh, thou who art toy only life, and be 
not angry Avitli me. 

What harm would tin re be, young be nuty, :f Iboii 
trcati'dst me with more justici* J V'lxai wooidst cure j 
iny painful malady Ijy a remedy uhich %unil(i preclude ! 
the necessity of api»lying to the Kaiion of A\icein*.*| 
Every time that I contemplate thy lovely eva -brows, 1 ■ 
believe I perceive the graceful ontline of the noun ;d . 
and thy voice is more sweet to niy ear than the* souinl.^t 
of tho harp and the s«’iiiliir.;t 

When my beloved pa..-* the b-oiigli of ihe willow is 
jealous of her uprigljt b;p re; tin; rose bends with 
Bharao, when it sees the carnal ion ot lierelufek, and I • 
fixclaim, “()h, thou who hast ,pti\ab.-l my so'd 
o»’t return, thy glances 1. tve lanl otn ri ,• \ oiiin or my 
breast, \ Ixich will not be cured ui! m; life !” 

I a youth, and my passi .n bo ns bk a 

flanw of my heart. Win n iuve glided 

' 1 treatise on medicine by Hbn Sina. j 

<. -f, jS^H^Settor, the form of which is arched. 1 

' instrument. \ 


AUTHOR’S rOLTTlCAL SUMMARY. 

In the vicissitudes ainl leisure rinmiciits of eiglitcoa 
months of ti*avels, the miufl tliinks almost involuntarily, 
'rile dilferent aspects uinh'r w hich human allairs pri - 
siait themselves to it, group and illumino tlnin; iu 
history, philostipiiy, and ridigion, a man reasons in- 
stinctively iipe.n what ho h.iH .seen, felt, and iiiferivd: 
truths are impressed upon him, and wlimi he ijiiestions 
himself, lie discovers that in various j;('S[»ects lie is 
nnotb.ermaii. The world has spoken to him, and ho 
has undc'rslood its language ; if it wsu’e otlnunvise, of 
what us<‘ to tlio traveller would be tbe pain, the peril, 
c»r tin* prolonged tedium of se])arati(ui, of aliseuce front 
his frit'iids and country ? Travels would be a brilliant 
deception. 'I'liey give, on tlu‘ coiitrary, stnu’tun! to 
the ♦hougbt, thiough iiadin* and inaulvind. lint, u« \ i-r- 
tlieless, a man whilst ti'aveiling ])arts net from him 
self; the idt'as w'liitdi preoc(‘n])it d his agr; and country, 
when he <juitte<l the paternal roof, still {uirsne ;nid 
engage his mind, when he moves onwards. Politics 
h' ing th(; <;.\ciriiig topic'; for Furo[w*, and c'spc tdally ter 
France, 1 refleetc cl much nj-on ilu in whiU.t iti tlie 
In them, as in histoi'v, as also in philosophy and rc li- 
gion, conce ptions iu(»re just, extended, and jiccnrate, 
have resultcsl to me from the (“\aminalion and im]>r(‘s- 
sioii of farts and jdaces, in a p diiieal sc tiM?. Senio 
things ha\e l»een coiicentratcsl in my mind, and I now 
givc! fh(‘ produce'. It is the* only j>ag<‘ ol tlnwe trave l- 
ling notes that 1 would w isli to elisplay to l-inrope, for 
it contains correert vieovs ap]>Iicabli‘ to the pre*sent time, 
which .are; ne-cessary to be; unde rstood whilst tin y an* 
clear aiiei itppositc*, and wliilst they may lend to rende r 
the figure! fruitful in results. If lln-y an* nneh rstoeul 
• d actc’d upon, they reay save* laire*pe; and .Asia, tiny 
may multiply and impnjve the; human rae*e*. Tiny may 
[•rerlnco an epoch in the* laboriexis and pr()gressi\e 
care:er of humanitv ; if tin y arej conte-nmed and reje clcd 
as inijuvicticable dreamings, on account of some slight 
eliiiicnItie.'H in their e^xeentiem, the* goud or ewil j»assioiis 
i f Fnrojie will e.\))l(»d(* upon itself, ;ind Asia will ro 
main as it is, a deael airl .sterile member of the? humaii 
family. 

'riieeirics have’: e'arrieel Ihire p«' to ono of tho.so great 
ovganic crises, of wliicli histe.n y luu^j prese'rved but <mn 
or two instances in its ine'inoir; opochsain which an 
MiKuscuIated civilisation gives place to anothm* in which 
tho past has no longm* any influence, in whicli the 
future. pivHcnt.s itself to thi; iiiassoH in all tlm une^cr- 
tainty a'cl elarkncsa of the unknown ; •ojiochs tcrrihlo 
ill their coiise.;qiiene<;s when tlmy aix) not fertile of 
goofl; they aro the critical convulaionB of tho human 
iniijd, which plunge it into annihilation for ^ 

invigorate it for a new ami lonjrthencd oxtHtciict;. T to 
lT<*ni*h rcvolutio.i baft been tho tocsin to tho world. 
Manx of its phases aro accomplished, but it is not yet 
. ...c.'iuod ; nothing is finished in thoB9 clow, internftij 






and everiasting movementd^ of tho xnoml life of man. making, at all times and places, its appeal to the goneml 
Thcro are intervals of inertness ; but during these very intelligence.; This great tribunal of reason controls, 
periods thought ripens, ^pabilitios accumulate, aud all and wll more and more control, all the other powers . 
is prepared for fresh action. In the progress of socie- tluat emanate from it; it stirs, and will stir, all the 
tios and ideas, the end is over hut a new sorting point, social, religious, politiciil, and national questions, with 
Tlie French Revolution, which will liereaftcr be called the force which opinion lends to it, according to its 
tho European Revolution — for ideas find tjieir level temporary convictions, until human reason, illumined 
like water — was not only a political revolution, a change by tlic ray which it pleases God to shed upon it, has 
of power, ono^ dynasty set up in place of another, a entered upon possession of the whole social world, and 
republic substituted for a monarchy — all these things when, satisfied with its intellectual achievement, it 
wore but accidents, symptoms, instruments, or means, says, like the Creator, What I have done is good,’* 
The operation was so much the more gravo aud por- and rests itself for som (3 days, if reposo be at any timo 
tt'iitoiis, that it could have been w'orked out under all in heaven and upon earth. 

tho forms of politiciJ power, and that an individual Rut tho social questions are complicated. The solu- 
inight have been a monarcliist or a republican, attached tion of those relative to internal jjolicy reciuires a solu- 
to ono dynasty or to another, the partizan of this or tion, in tlio same spirit, of those which .are without, 
that constitutional combination, without being the less All things have a mutual deptmdenci} in the world, and 
sincerely or deeply a man of the revolution. Ho might one operation always re-acts upon another. Let us see, 
have preferred ono instrunumt to another by which to then, with regard to tho liiast, what should be logically 
move the world, and change its position, and that was tho jdaii and action of the Europouu political systems ; 
all. Hut tho idea of a revolution, that is to say, of a I say European, for although tho constitutional, or, 
fiindameiital alteration and improvement, did not the better named, the rational system, j»revails in its forma 
lesa" brighten his miml, or tho loss warm his lu‘art. only in Franco, England, Spain, and Portugal, it pre- 
Whero is amongst us tho thinking man, the man of vails throughout hi spiidt ; tlie tliinkt^rsaro everywhero 
fiieling and reason, the man of religion and hope, who, its partizans ; tho people are imbued with its idea ; and 
quitting his liand uiioii his heart, and questioning him- a revolution, wlien commenced or p(‘i*fected in the mind, 
self before God, and in sight of institutions wliich is soon brought about in fact; an opportunity only is 
criinibled because they were anoiiuilons and anti<|natod, w'anting, it is a int*ro affair of time. Europe has various 
will not answer, “I was a revolutionist 1’* The age forms of ])olity, but already it has but one soul, that for 
carries forward those who resist it, as well as those'! renovation, and tlio govenimt^nt of men according to 
who go before and urge it. Tinie is a current so rapiel reason. Fihium^ and England are the two countries of 
and resistless, that those who row the most vigorously, experience, cliargerl, in tlieso lattc’i* times, to promul- 
and who strive'! to mount or stem the flow of its wate‘rs, gato and test tlieories. Glorious and fatal mission ! 
find themselves insensildy borne very far from tb<3 spot Fraiic<', the* boldest, lias taken the initiative : she is at 
tli(*y clung to ill their hearts, ai'd are astounde«l some present far in advance. Let ns first speak of' her. 

<lay when they measure tlie way tliey liave in\ oluntarily Ih'anc<.* has a glorious career and great dangei’s beforo 
inad('. 'J’liero soon eoincs a mid-way ora, when the her; slu? leads tlu? nations, ))iit sin* tries tlie route, and 
I’to'olution, ripened in tlio mind, bursts into facts, ft slie may stuml'U. on the al>ys.s whilst seeking tho social 
is at first but a combat, tlien a ruin ; tho dust of tliat ti*ack. The hatred of all who cling to the past is 
.struggle ami ruin obseiires all for a Jong time; men aroused against her. In religion, pliilosophy, and 
know not wli<‘refore, or ii]»on wliat ground, or under'-|''politics, all wlio iiave a horror of reason Iiavo a Jiorror 
what baninTs, they fight. They draw, as if in darkness, of France ; the si eivt prayers of men wJio are for re- 
iipon their friends and brotliers; ro-aefion* follow tho trograding, enamoured of the j>ast, are for her ruin ; 
first movement, excesses stilly all partii's ; and men rc- she is for tliem tlie symptom of their oavii fall, the living 
tire with horror from a caus(3 wliich crime iscalhd into proof of their power! issness, and tin* mendacity of their 
serve, ami wliicli it injures as it do(‘s invariably. They forebodings, I fslie prospers, she belies tln'ir doctrines ; 
pass from ono <*xcess to another; they no longer ini- if she crumbles, she, verifies them ; all exporiimmts for 
<li'rstand tho tuimiliuniis struggles or the \ici>sitndes tho amelioration of human institutions, end with her 
ot' the stritV*, .»r, in otln r words, tin* confusion and dis- downfall ; a shout of applause is raised, and tho world 
order, the triunijih and discomfiture, the enthusiasm remains tin* prey of tyranny and prejudice. Tlie fana** 
and dismay. tics of tyranny ami prejudice, theri'fore, ardently desire 

At the pros' mt day, ^ve ln\gln to comprehend the her subvorsioii. At i*very moveim nt that she makes, 
providential )dan of that gi’eat eonti'st between ideas tin s proclaim its ajiproacb ; on evi‘ry occasion they 
and men. The dust has settled, the prospect is ckxired. louk forward to it willi hope: but France is pow'ei'ful, 
^^’e perceive the positions taken up and lost, the id<-as much more livthe active sj/irit which animates her, 
remaining oil tlie field of hattle, thosi* which are inor- than by the number of her soldiers. Slie alone has 
tally wounded, those which still survive, tht'-.e which Vaitli, and a clear and generous instinct of the great 
triumph, or are dc'stined to tlBtuniph. \Vi* uiuhasiaud eause for wliich she struggles ; they oppose to her w’ar- 
tiiepast, we understand the eta, and wo lift up a corner like machines, and she throws martyrs into the arena, 
of the future. It is a glorious ami rare moment ‘or determination is more vigorous tliaii an army ; France, 
tlio human mind. Man gains a knowl'.'dge of himself, divided, ruined, i j*i’annised, fiuodod with blood within 
and tlic work wdiich he eilects ; lie almost opens up the by executioners, attacked from without by her own sons, 
liorizon of his future. When a revolution is at length and the arms of entire Europe, has shown to the world 
understood, it is accomplislied ; siieecss may he (hdV itimI, that dangi'vs from abroad fail to peril her safety ; iiites- 
biit it is no longer doubtful. 'J’lio new system, if it lias tine stritV^ is move serious, but it results from tho no- 
not perfected its con(|uest, has at least ‘gained an inlal- velty of her position ; a transition is always a crisis ; 
liblc wea]>ori. This weapon is tho prt*ss: tliat daily and aiurtlu* foreseen or unforeseen consequences of a new 
universal rcvel.ation from all to t U, is te the spirit of principle, inevitably bring about unexpected phenomena 
innovation ami amelioration wdiat gunpowder was to in the social existence of a gre.at pi'ople. The imme- 
thoso who first understood its use ; it a.ssures the vie- diate oi>nseqiu*nces of the rmolution in France, and the 
tory by a superior (‘apability. For political pbilosopliera aecidenhil circumstances of tlie convulsion she ha.s just 
thoro is no longer any tpiestion of fighting but only of passinl through, are numerous; 1 speak only of tho 
moderating and directing tho invincible weapon of tho m.»in ones. 

new civilisation. Tho past is oxtinguisliiid, tho soil is Equality of rights has produced an equality in tho 
free, tho field is empty ; equality of rights is admitted pretensions ami ambition of all classes, tho desire of 
as a principle ; liberty of iliscnssion is consecrated in power, tho general struggle for all emi>!oYments, im- 
tho governing forms, and pow'or carried be.ck to its pediments to advancement in all c.areei's, rivalry, 
source ; tho interest and reason of all are engaged in jealousy, ^|yy, amongst so many men pressing all at 
institutions, which have w'eakness to fear more than once upon^e same outlets ; a perpetual .squeezing of 
tyranny ; speech, spoken and written, has the light of men of capacity, cupidity, and self-love, at the entrance 






to aSl piil>ltc fimctioxis^ and a evowd 6t rejected and 
eitveiiottied rninda thrown back upon society, and ready 
to seek revenge by embroiling it. 

: Liberty of discussion and examination, as estabUshed 
in a free press, has produced a spirit for contest and 
dispute, without good :£uth, an opposition iu calling and 
attitude, a cynicism in words a)id logic, which affrights 
truth and moderation, which misleads and inflames igno- 
rance, and draws contempt upon government, that first 
necessity of nations, in whatever hands it may be vested. 
Honest "but timid men are alarmed, and weapons are 
given to all the most evil passions of the age and the 
country. 

Education, spread amongst the ma-sses, although the 
primary want of populations, which have been kept so 
long apart from it, yet produces upon them at the lii*st 
moment a sort of confusion of ideas, the full compre- 
hension of which is still far from them, and a gidtliiiess 
of mind fj^om the light glaring too powerfully ami too 
suddenly upon it. They are like a man who is drawn 
from dai’kiiess, in which he has long languished, and 
whostj return to tlio sunbeams is too precipitately forced ; 
like a famished man to whom too much food is thrown 
at ouce ; the first is dazzled, and remains blind for a 
period ; the other perishes, perliaps from tlie very ali- 
ment wliicli was to restore him to life. It does not 
follow, however, that food and the light of the sun are 
baneful ; it is the sudden fraiisitioii wliich is miscliievons. 
It is the same witli the education of tlie masses ; it pro- 
duces at first a superabumbince of capacity, eager for 
social employim^nt, a want of level between capa- 
bilities and occupations, which may, and which must 
create, for a time, a serious disturhauee in political 
harmony, until the equilibrium on a liiglicr scale is re- 
established, and the mulfitudes of instructed minds 
plan out for themselves their fitting modes of action. 

As to tlie industrial movement ; it tears the poopU? 
from their faniilv manners and habits, from the peace- 
able and virtuous laboui’s of the land ; it over-indueea 
work by the gain whicli it suddenly \)roffers, and which 
is as suddenly w ithdrawn ; it inures to the luxury and 
vices of towns, men who can no lunger returji to tlio 
simplicity and moderation of the rural life; lienee are 
populations, to-day too few for the demand, to-morrow 
thrown out of oruployment, wliom want venders a prey 
to disorder and s(?dition. 

The proletaires ;* a numerous chtss, imperceptible 
in despotic, ecclesuistical, and aristocratic governments, 
in which tliey live under the wing of one of the powers 
which possess the soil, and liave, at least, their existence 
guaranteed by tlieir j/atrons ; it class whioli, at present 
left to itself by tJjo suiq»r(fssion of their superiors, and 
by indm/iitnli.srn, is in a worse condition than it Inis 
ever been ; it has gained barren rights without the 
means of subsistence, aud will disturb society, until 
socialium btis succeeded to this odious individualism. 

It is from iht; situation of the proletaires that the 
question of property, which is now a universal topic, , 
lias sprung ; a qiiestuni wdiicli would bo resolved by I 
battle and partition, if it wort; not shortly selUed by | 
reason, policy, and social charity, ^■havity in :.ocialism ; 
selfishness is indivutunliam. Charity, acting incouccii 
with good policy, eoininainis man not to abandon man 
to himself, but to come to Ills aid, to form a sort of 
mutual assurance, on equitable conditions, between the 
classes possessing and those not possessing. 1 1 sitys to 
the proprietor, Thou slialt preserve thy estate ;** for, i.:. 
Bpite of the brilliant Jre.un of a comniunicy of goods, 
attempted in vain by Cjirlsllanity and pliilanthropy, ih*; 
right of property is to this <^ay the aim qua non of all 
without it thei o are no family ties, labour, or 
civuisatioii. But it says also, “ Thou w ilt not forget tJiat 
thi3 right of property is not so.ciy inst tnted fn- flex*, 
bv.:for all humanity; thou art entitled to or.:,, on 

* 1« a new debiguation introtincod iutf I roiich 

t®rni inuy bo Miid to compribi' thubc w ao, 
property, live by the exercifus oi labour. M. 
^ that we call faimers. 

te agrioultural pursuita. aflirt from the 


otaidiUons of justice and utilii^r, of sHfIm iivvitb. and 
rendering it available to all ; thoU wiM'lurnish there- 
fore to thy brethren, from the eu^rtfifity of thy posses- 
sions, the means and elements of labour, wtiich are 
necessary for them to gain their part, in return ; thou 
wilt recognise a right as superior to that of property-, 
the rights of humanity !” Hero justice aud policy are 
the same. 

From all these facts in the new system, a palpable 
want has resulted to France and Europe — the want of 
more room. There is an absolute necc8.sity that the 
expansion without should be iu proportion to the im- 
mense expansion within, wliich lias been produced by 
the revolution in affairs. Without this extension abroad, 
how arc the perils to be obviated that I have ju.st 
pointed out, how is equality in rights to bo secured, 
when it is denied in fact i How can free discussion bo 
permitted, and reason, and its organ the press, resisted ? 
How can instruction be disseminated, and the minds 
pressed dowm which it multiplies ? how can industry bo 
put in motion, and provision be made for^the agglo- 
merations of masses, and the sudden ccssaiibiis of work 
and wages, w'hich result from it ! How are those iiml. 
titudes of pixilctaires to be restrained, who are continu- 
ally increasing, and wdio are armed, although undisci- 
plined, struggling between misery and a risingtopillage? 
flow is property to be .saved from the theoretical and 
practical attacks, which it wdll have more aud more to 
sustain ? — iind if this corner-stone of all society should 
give way, how is society itself to be saved 1 and wliero 
will security be Ibimd against a second liarliarLsin 1 
These perils are such that if the fort\sight of the govern- 
ments of Europe does not find palliative.^, tlio ruin of 
the socuil world is ineviUiblo within a given time. 

Now, by an admirable provision of Jh'ovideiico, who 
never creates new’ wants without presenting at thesanio 
time means to sati.'^fy them, there i.s ociuirring at tlii.s 
very moment, when the great civilising crisis is pro- 
gressing in Europe, ami whim tlie fresh necessities 
which ivsult from it. are becoming known to goviu’ii- 
ineiits ami pcopli;, a grand crisis of a contrary imturo 
ill the Ea.stai]d in Asia, and a boundless stage is opened 
to the populations and rosourei s of Europe. The i;xii- 
beraiice of life which threatens to break bounds with 
U.S, may and ought to he poured upon that part of the 
worlil ; the excess of proiliietive power wbieb torments 
U.S iniglit bo employed in those eountrie.s w’berc vigour 
is exhausted aud laid asleep, where the inhabitants nro 
stationary or diminish, and w hero the vital energy of the 
hninan race is defunct. The Turkisli eni{)iroeruiiibh*s, 
ami leave.s from day to day a void for anarcliy and 
disorganised barbarity, territorios without people, and 
populations without guides or niaHter.s ; and this ruin (»f 
theOitoinauempii*empiires no provoking or pu.shiiig ; it 
is accomplished of itself, providentially, by its ow’u aciioii, 
by itsvery nature ; it is accomiilished like e vents decree<l 
by fate, w ithout its being possible to accuse any one of it, 
or for the Turks, or Europe;, to prevent it. The popu- 
. .ion sinking on itself, is expiring from its own incapabi- 
lity of living, or rather it Is no more. Tlie Moshrm race 
is reduced to nuthing in the ()0,000 square leagiies of 
which itb fertile dominion is composed; except in ono 
or two eupiUils, there are scaretdy any more Turks. 
Eet us cast our eye over those rich aud admirable coun- 
tries, and seek the Uttomaii empire ; we find it no 
where. Tlie stupid admin istnitioii, or iiithcr tlie de- 
structive incrtiie.sH, of the conquering race of Oflniaii, 
iias made a desert ou all sides, i>r has allowed the con- 
quered races to multiply ami increase, wliilst it was 
diminishing and perishing daily itself. 

Africa aud its Bea-coajst no longer regard theTurk««h 
sway. Tlie Barbary regencies ai*o indepoiidcut in 
and have not even that fraternity, that sympathy of 
i^digion and manners, which constitutes a shadow of 
nationality. The blow struck at Navarino was disj*©' 
garded at T mis ; the blow struck at Algiers was heeuea 
not at (Jonstautinople ; the branch is severed from the 
trunk ; the eea-coast of Africa is neither ^rkish nor 
A rabian — it is a collection of brigand colonies^ usuiqnn? 
:ht laud without rooting themselves in lt| without title 
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upon.^hit^ ihay fire ; Turkey is not there. 

Egypt, peopled with Aram, commanded by all the 
altelrnate masters Syria,; hm just detached itself in 
reality firbni the emnli^l . Mehemet-Ali attempts the 
resurrection of the Kingdom of the caliphs; but the 
fanatieism of a^new dopm, which glowed around their 
sabre, is wanting to hin. Arabia, divided into tribes, 
without cohesion, without uniformity in manners' and 
lawk, accustomed for many ages to the yoke of the i 
pachas, is far from remrding MehemeUAli as a libera- 
tor ; it does' not consider him even as a civiliser, who 
summons it from barbarity and helplessness to discU 
pline and independence ; it sees in him but a fortunate 
and rebellious slave, who strives to increase the portion 
that fortune has given him, to enrich himself with the 
pi'odttce of Kgypt and Syria, and to die without a master. 
After he is gone, it knows that it will fall again under 
some yoke, and it matters little whose. 

Bagdad, on the conhiics of the desert of Syria, con- 
tains a population of Jews, Christians, Persians, and 
Arabs; a few thousands of Turks, commanded by a 
pacha, who is driven away, or who revolts eve^ three 
or four years, are not suiiicieiit to constitute a Turkish 
nationality in a town of *200,000 souls. Bagdad is from 
its position a free town, a caravanserai belonging to the 
whole of Asia, as a depot for its intcnial commerce ; it 
is another Palmyra in the desert. Between Bagdad 
and Damascus, reign the vast deserts of S\Tia and 
Mesopotamia, traversed by the Euphrates. T^here are 
in them no kingdoms, towns, or dominations ; there are 
only the tents which unknown aud independent tribes 
move to and fro on these plains ; tribes who have nothing 
in common but their caprices, w'ho recognise no coun- 
try or master; children of the desert, wdio have for 
enemies all those who strive to subject them to control — 
yesterday the Turks, to-day the Egyptians. The Turks 
are not there. 

Damascus, a large and magnificent city, a holy city, 
where the Moslem fanaticism still prevails, has %;)opii- 
lation of 100,000 to 150,000 souls ; of this number J0,000 
are Christians, 7000 or HOOO are dews, and mure than 
100,000 are Arabs. A handful of Turks still i*eign, 
from the spirit of conquest and identity of I'eligioii, in 
the country ; but Damascus, unsetthid and inde}Kuideiit, 
revoltoat every moment, inassaci'es its pacha, aud chases 
away tnft Turks. Jt is the. same in Aleppo, a town 
infinitel^esH unportant, whence commerce is departing, 
and w'hi^ is .sinking under the devastations of its earth- 
quakes. The towns of Syria, properly so called, from 
(Jaza as' far us Alexaudretta, comprising in the list 
Homs aijd Hama, are in the sjime manner peopletl 
by Arabsj, Syrian t iiu'eks, Jews, and Arnieuians. The 
total number of Turks in tliis fine and vast territory 
does not excewl .‘{0,000 or 40,000. The Maronitos, a 
Bound, vigorous, intellectual, w'arlike, and commercial 
nution, occupy Lebanon, and despise or defy the Turks. 
T1ie Dru7.es and Mutual is, iiidepeudeut and coumgeous 
tribes, will form, with the Maroiiitcs, under the federal 
government of the Emir Beschir, the piXMlom inant 
populatichi of Syria, aud even of Damascus, when all 
shall be dismembered, aud abandoned to natui’e. In 
them is the germ of a great pt:o}Te, fri*sli, and fit for 
civilisation ; EuroiKf has but to give a favourable glance, 
and cry to them “ Arise !” 

Then come Mount Taurus, and tliat ummeuso Cai^- 
njania (Asia Minor^, the provinces of which were seven 
kingdoms, and on its shores were independent towns, 
or fiourishing Greek and Homan colonies. 4^ have 
versed all its coasts, 1 have entered into 


traversed all 
from Tarson to Tchesin^, and 1 Intve 
fertile and desertfd plains, andafewn 
inhabited Greeks. The interior coi 
querabie tribe of the Turcomans, who 
on the mountains, and encamp on i 
^Vinter. Adana, Konia, Kntayi^ and 
towns^ aie each inhabited by soine ‘ 
Smyrna aloji^Js tlie centre of a tl . 

100^ mere 



s , . 

ithing but 
hamlets^ 
the unoon- 
heir flocks 
IS in the 
ita diief 
of Turks, 
ktion, oonr 
half are 


the of Ada Minor, wo find the beantifiil 
isles of Rhodes, and Cyprus. Cypruft of itself Sa 
a kingdom ; it weighty leagues long, and twenty broad t 
it has fed, and would again feed sevend mtllions or 
inliabitants. ' ft baa the sky of Asia, and the soil of the 
tropics ; it is peopled by about 30,000 Greeks ; and sixty . 
Turks, shut up in a ruinous fort, represent the Otidman 
nationality — ^tne same in Khodes, Stanchio, Samos, Seio, 
and Mitylene.- Where, then, are the Turks t We have 
now gone over the fairest hdf of the empire. 

The banks of the Sea of Marmora, and the channel 
of the Dardanelles, are spotted also with some small 
tow'us, half Turkish, half Greek, a scarce and impover- 
ished population, disseminated at great distances, on /' 
coasts without any back country. We cannot raise the 
whole Turkish population in these countries at more' ;: 
than 100,000 souls, comprising Broussa. 

Coiistarituiople, like all the capitals of a people in; 
decay, alone offers an appearances of throng and life ; 
in proportion as the vitality of empires departs from ’ 
the extremities, it is concentrated at the heart. There , 
was also a day wTieii the whole Greek empire w'as in 
Constantinople ; and when the city was taken, there was ' 
no longer an empire. Authorities are not agi*eed upon 
the population of Constantinople ; they range from 
300,000 to a million of souls ; there is no census taken, 
and each judges from particular premises. My ideas 
upon the subject ai‘e formed merely from the glance cast 
over the immense extent of the city, compinsing within 
it Scutari, the shori^ of the Golden Horn, the Sea of 
Marmora, and the coasts of Asia and Europe. 1 com- 
prehend all these under the name of Constantinople, 
for thei'e is no iuteiTuption in the houses. Denomina- 
tions of quarters, tow'ns, and viliages, are arbitrary ; it 
is but a single mass of a city, a single concentxtition of 
people; the uninterrupted continuation of houses, kiosks, 
palaces, or vill^es, over a depth 8ometimt*« consider- 
able, at otheri) of one or two houses only, stretches for 
fourteen Frencli leagues. I am of opinion that the 
whole of this population may be carried as high as 
t)00,000 or 700,000 souls. A tliird only, however, is 
Turkish ; the rest is Armenian, Jewish, Christian, Fi'ank, 
Greek, and Bulgarian. The Turkislt |s>pulatioii of Con- 
stantinople, therefon*, according to my computation, 
would b6 from *200,000 to 300,000 souls. 1 have not 
visited the banks of the Black Sea, but according to the 
excellent and faithful travels of M. Foutanier, published 
in 1834, the indigenous populations pi'edoiiiinate, and 
the Turks are reduced in numbers there, os in the parts 
of the empire I have already surveyed. 

In Turkey in Europe, the only gn*at town is Adria-.. 
nople ; 30,000 or 40,000 Turks may be reckoned there. 
In Fhilippopolis, Sophia, Nissa, Belgi'ade, and the small 
intermediate towns, as many more. 1 add *200,000 
Turks fer the districts of Turkey that 1 have not visited, 
raising them in the whole to about 300,000. In Servia 
aud Jbilgaria there is scarcely one Turk for each village, 
and I 8up]>ose that it is the same in the other proviticea 
of Turkey in Europe. Making allowance for any errors 
on iny jiart, and attributing to the interior of Asia MinOf* 
a Turkish population much superior to what the appear- . 
aiicc and state of the country would cause to be infei'ted, 

1 do not think that, in reality, the sum total of the Turkh^ 
population exeet^ds at present two or three milUoiis ; . 
I am far from believing that it reaches tliat point. This, 
then, is the coaqucx'ing i-ace, sprung from the borders 
of tfe? (.'uspiaii Sea, and melted under Uie sun of the 
MediteiTaneaii ! This is Turkey, possessed by so small 
a number of men, or rather already loat by them ; for 
w'hilstthe dogma of fatalism, the inertness resulting fiMm 
it, the immobility of institutions, and The barbarism 
of the admiiiisti*ation, have reduced almost to nothing 
the conquerors and lords of Asia^ the Slavonic ana 
Christian races in the north and south of the empire, 
the Aiineiiian, Greek, and Maronito races, and thq 
subject Ambs, have increased and multiplied, in cemse- ; 
quenoe of their manners, creeds, and activity, 
number of the slavea prodigiously exceeds the 
Of tho dppreriior^ Tlw Greeks of the Morei^ a i 




aud wretched ^j^ulation, have, in a moment of enci^gy, 
by themselvee purged the Peloponnesus of the Turks; 
Moldavia and Wallacliia have thrown off the ;roke ; tho 
would have been all free, but for tho European 
tl^ty wliicli still guarantees them to tho sultan ; the 
vAole of Arabia is cut up into I'ainilies unknown to each 
i Other, and made use of by llit- 'riu ks and Egyptians 
alternately, whilst the nioyt vigorous portion ot the 
country is a prey to the great schism of the Wahabites. 
Two-thirds of the Arjitenians have been torn from the 
Turkish domination, by tlio Russians and Persians; 
the Georgians iiro Kussiaiis, tho Maronites and Druzes 
will be masters of Syria and Damascus whenever tht?y 
set seriously about it; the Bulgarians arc a iiniiierous 
and heaJt] 2 y population, still tributary, but who, being 
more capable of orgauis:ition than the Turks, and ex- 
ceeding tlieiu in numbers, can ejifrachiso themselves at 
a word; this word the Servians have uttered, aud their 
magnificent forests begin to be pierced by roads, and 
covered with towns and villages ; Prince Miloscli, their 
chief, admits a few Turks at Belgrade, only as allies and 
not as masters. The spirit of coiupuist, the fire of the 
Osmanlis, has burnt out; tlu> zeal of armed prost;lytism 
has long ago vanished from amongst tliem ; their im- 
pelling force has no existi’uce ; and tludr conservative 
capability, which in a uniform adniinislration would be 
enlightened and })rogn‘ssive, is only in tlu^ head of 
Malimoud ; the popular fanaticism was ex< inguisIuMl 
with the janissaries, and if <he janissaries were to revive, 
barbarism would revive with them ; a miracle of genius 
is required to resuscitate the empire ; Mahmoud is only 
a man of feeling, genius is no property of his; he pro- 
motes himself liis own rui)i, and t'nrouiiters o]>staeles 
on all sides, where a mind more capacious and firm 
would find instruments ; ho is thus ivdiicv'd to lean for 
support upon tlm Rusfians, his immediate eiKsnies. 
This political dt.'spair and weakness injures him iu llie 
opinion of his pe<'}>(e ; lie is uothingnmore than the 
shadow of a snllaii, iukiiig part in the buccessivc dis- 
memberment of the empire, lleumied in between Europe 
which protects him, and Mohornet'Ali who thriratens 
Jn'm; if ho resists the humiliating jjjrutt ctiou tjf the 
Russians, J brahim will arrive, and overthrow him by 
his mere appeui’anee ; if he lights (bruhiin, Vraiice and 
England will scn’ze liis fleets, and east aneltor in the 
Dardanelles; if he forms an aJliau(i- v.ith IhrAhim, he 
becomes the slave of liis .slav(', and finds a prison or 
death iu Ids own seraglio. A lieroic oui'i'gy and a burst 
of sublime dc'^pair emi alone sa ve liim, aii<l sustain for 
a time tlie Ottoman gkiry, by shutting up on both sides 
the Dardanelles; aud th<' Black Sea, making an appeal 
to southern Europe. ;uid to wliat remains of Islamism, 
and marching in pej ron on Jhrahim and the Russians; 
but supposing him t<' lie successful, tho empire, after a 
momentary blaze of glory, w ould be decomposed iminr- 
diatedy afterwards ; only its fall would be brightened 
with a ray of heroism, and the race of Otlimau would 
finish us it commeiictjd, in a triumph. 

Now tliat we have .scon the state of Europe, and that 
of the Ottoman empire, what should be <loiie by poli- 
tical foresight and humanity, cleafed (»f ail blind and 
stupid selfishness ? Wliat ought Europe to do? The 
roiitine of dijilomacy, wliicli repeats its once received 
axioms after they have lost their application, and wiiich 
trembh’s at having a grave and i-eal question to treat, 
because it has iieitlier tho intelligence nor tho energy 
to resolve it, mya that it is m'trssary to sufqiort the 
. Ottoman empire, on all sifles, as a necessary coenter- 
poise in tho East to the itmsian sway. It there were ; 
an Ottoman empire, and 'I’urkf ca]>ablo of creating and i 
organising, not only armies, but . 1 . .♦"to which might! 
keep watch upon tho frontl.r of ir> ibisf -n en.i.ire, 
and serious disqnietuae, whilst soati eiu Eulr.{»e 

|aug it, this policy rnighi p(«ssibiy bv. 
fic m woi !d require a very boUl or foolish man , 

^ope, « Ei-as(3 from the map an exisi .og anr* • 
bmpire; remove ono of the largo weights ‘ 
J^alance, so unequally poi.s< d, of tho political 
IT© world will not perceive it.” But the Ottoman, 
jpirc exists only in name; its vital it b worn out, its 




weight is no longer felt ; it is hut i 
which your auti-Uuman policy would leaf e a 
of occupying it, instead of filling it with 1 
vigorous populations which nature has air; 
there, and which you yourselves will bring-i 
to multiply. Do not preoipitato the ruin of , 
man empire, assnmo not the part of destiny, _ 
responsibility of Providence ; but maintain not by 'an J 
illusory and culpable policy, a phantom to which you 
can never give any thing but the mere aspect and atti- 
tude of life, for it is dead. Make not yourselves tho 
auxiliaries of barbarism and Islamisin, against civilisa- 
tion, reason, and a more improving religion, which they 
would keep down. Be not the accomplices in tho ser- 
vitude and depopulation of the fairest provinces in the 
world. Let destiny accomplish its liat ; look on, wait, 
and be prepared. 

When tho empire shall fall of itself, sapped by Ibra- 
him or by some other pacha, and tumble to pieces from 
the north to the south, you w'ill have a very simple 
qui^stion to decide ; — Must war Imj made on Russia, .to 
prevent lier inheriting tho borders of the Black Se^ 
and C’onstaiitinople ? Must war be nuido on Austria, 
prevent it inheriting tho half of European 
Must war be made oi\ England, to prevent it inliej^ "' 
Egypt, and its route to the Indies by the Red Se^J 
i'raiieo, to prevent her colonising Syria and the 1 
Cyprus ? <)n Greee<*, to prevent ft completing ita 
the coast of the Meditcri*ain\an, aud the beautiful J 
which hoar its own j)eople and name ? On all tho \ 
in fine, lest any oJie .should profit from tlieso iirngjiificent 
wreck.y? Or i.s it better to come to an understanding, 
and partitioji them amongst the lininau race, under the 
patronage of Europe, in order that mankind may thcv<j 
increase and multiply, and civilisation spread its swav? 
Such are the two questions which a congress of tho 
]>owers of Eiuvope will liave to weigh. ^Surely tho deci- 
sion is not lioubtfub 

If you make war, you w ill hu ve wav w'itli all the illsi 
aud (lexn.statious wdiicli it brings witli it ; you will cause 
misfoi;tuiio to J'iur<*p(‘, to Asia, aud to yourselves; and 
when the war is at ;ni end, Irom evliaustion, nothing of 
what you have been fighting to }>revent will be pro- 
vmited; the force of cireninstances, the irresistible 
inclination of event.s, the infiiicnce of national syinpa- 
tbie.s and I’cligions, the potency of teriilori.tl po.yitioii, 
will .hav<? tln.dr inevitubh^ efi'ect. Jtussia will occupy 
tie? sljores of tho Black Sea and Eonstaiitinople ; the 
Black Sea Is a Rii.s.sian Jake, the liey to wlitcli is Constau- 
tiuopie. Austria will spread over xServia, Bulgaria, 
and iSlacedonia, to jirogress in the same ext<.‘rit as 
Ru-ssia ; and Erance, f'inglaud, and Greece, after disput- 
ing for a long time about the mode, will occupy Egypt, 
.Syria, Cyprus, and the isles. Tho cud will bo the same ; 
only iloud.s of blood will have been sIicmI on Bt'.'i and 
land. Forced and arbitrary divisions, made b.V tlie 
accidents of battle.s, will liavc been hubstivuted for 
rational divisions of teiTit(»r\ , useful coloiii.siitious will 
bo p*orogu(*d for yews; and during these years, per- 
haps they may bo many, 'J’urkey in Europe and Asia 
will luive bojn a j)X’oy to anareijy and iucalculable cala- 
niitie.--. You w ill find there more* deserts than the Turks 
left on tiu.'ir disappearance. Elurope will have retarded 
insUad of following u]» its a<-e<.‘Jerat(.*d movein'oit oi 
eivibsation and piusperity, and Asia will be kept in its 
sepiilcbro niucli longer. If rea.son pro lidca over tlie deli- 
ooi * lions of Europe, can it he.sitate { Jf it does hesitate, 
what will history say of its govornmeiits and it, s leaders ? 

It will say, that tho political affairs of the nineteeutli 
century w ere conducted by suicidal folly and selfishness, 
and that cabhiets and people i*ejocted the roost maguifi" 
cent presojni that Brovidciice ever offend to the neccs-* 
dities of aif age, and to tho advanccinprit of mankind. 

Tills i.s what ought to be done. To assemble a con- 
gi'ess of tho jirincipal powers ths t abut on the Ottoman 
empire, or Jiave Interests in thfe Mediterranean ; tu 
c-stablisli Ixjj bi the principlo and tho practice, that Eu- 
rope withdrEvs from all direct action or influence lu 
the intern fcSf faira of Turkey, and abandons it ta/ts 
ow and the chaiices of its own 
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PREFATORY NOTICE. 


The present work, which appeared originally in the United States of America, where it soon passed through six 
editions, has heen already made favourably known in Britain, and now occupies a pLaco among the most 
respectable publications of the day. To the sixth American edition, of which this is a faithful reprint, the 
following preface is iirefixed by the author 

The preface of a hook is seldom road, or the author would express ids ackuowiedgracnls to the public for 
liriviiig HO soon demanded a sixth oditioji of his work. If the sale of a book be any evidence of its merit, he has 
reason to believe that his siil>ject matter has been interesting, and his manner of treating it not nnacceptable. 
lie has, too, a deeper sourco of satisfaction ; for lie cannot liclp flattering liimsolf lliat he has been, in some 
dtgroe, instrumental in turning the attention of his countrymen to subjects com])ai’ativoly llUle known ; and, in 
addition, lie can only say, as before, that in the present state of the world it is almost presumptuous to j)ut forth 
a book of traveda. Universal peace and extended commercial relations, the introduction of steam-bi)ats, and 
increased facilities of travcdling generally, have brought comparatively close togidhcr the most distant parts of 
the world ; and eKcc [tt wliliin the \Siills of China, tliere arc idw coimtiies which have not been visited and 
upon by laii'c^poan travellers. The :uitluir^> route, bowever, is comparatively nevv' to the most of his 
c;i\in'rymeu ; part of it — through the land of Kdom — is, even at this day, entirely new. The author has compiled 
pages from );rief notes and I’eeoih-clions, and has probably fallen into errors in facts and impressions, 
wl’.lcli his oecupa.1 ions hioeo his return have prevented liis iinjuiring into and correcting, lie has presented 
iliiug ; as tliey struck his mind, wiliioiit perplexing liiiuHclf with any deej) speculations upon the rise and fall of 
eaij’iri s; nor lias he goiio much into detail in ri'gard to ruins, llis object has been, p'rineipaliy, as the title of 
bwtfiw iinpiuls, to give a narrative (;f the evoi'y*day incidents that occur to a traveller in the East, and to 
pt-c cot Iv) his C')unlr\ iiK 11 , in tlio mid.' t of tin- hun'Vj and bust h.*, ainl life, and energy, and daily-developing 
;-i;.-agtlj and re-'oero s (d’ ti;c New, a plcluve of tin: widely dillerent facones that are now passing in the faded 
jihi neru-oul kingdoms td' the (Jld U’oi'Id.-’ 
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INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL 


IN 

EGYPT, ARABIA PETRAIA, &c. 


ni APTVR I things as olwHs^U?*, pyraniids, and iMiiiiofl temples, tho 

GllAI Ir^lt 1. geiiius of iny native laml broke out, and with au eye 

Alt-xandria. — Pempey’s Pillar. — The Cataeomb^j. — The Warwick that had had .Some experience in such matters at home, 
Va«c.-Tho Pacha’s Canal.-Hoats of the Nile. 1 eoiitemijlated the irnproveiiieiits a whole street 


On tlio afternoon of thf; Decomher, IIKj.*!, after a 

passage of fiv(^ days from Malta, I wa.s perehed up in 
the liggitig of an linglish schooner, .spyglass in hand, 
and earnestly looking for the “ lami of Kgypt.*’ The 
c;i[il.'iin had ncv<*r laam tliere hefon? ; hut we Iiad hev*n 
numing several hours along the low c()a.Ht of Ihirhary, 
aiul the ehart and compass told us that \n«? could not 
In- far from the fallen eity of Alevamh'r. Night canu? | 
on, however, w ithout our seeing it. Theuiieienl Pharos, 
tin' Lantern of Ptoh niy, tluj eighth wonder of the 
world, no longer throws its light far over the hosom of 
till' M a to gnidt' the weary maiiner. Morning eame, 
ioid we fouinl onrsi'lvi's <lireelly oj*posite the eity, the; 
sliipi'ing in the otilwanl Inarhour, and the fleet of tin' 
I'aelia riding at aneln)!* under tin; walls of tin* seraglio, 
liinying nn; I'aek in imaginalit!n t.» the tlass of tlie 
Miierdonian eompn.ror. of (.'h'opaf r;i and the l‘tolemi«. s. 
.'■'lowly we worl;e<l Oiii* was up tin' dillieult and dangerous 
eliaiinel, nn.aided hy a. pdot, for 'lone apjM.arerl to tuk<* 
Jis in eiiarg<'. It is a faet woftliy (d‘ note, that one of 
tijc Mionnmvnts of ligypl's proinh'st dny s, the et'lehrali'd 
i'omi'ey’s Pillar, is even now, after a JajvM! of more 
ilian ‘JlHM) year.s, oin* of the Jainlinarks wlueh guide the 
sadtM' to Ijer fallen eajiit;i). dust as wt' ]j;id pas.se<l the 
!a>.t r<'<'f, ])ilots out t(» meet n«, tln.*ir swarthy 

faees. their turbans, their large «lresses streaming in 
tlo wiinl, and their little l»oal with its huge hittei'iisad, 
giving a strangle wildness l(.« their a]tpeav;inee, fheetleel. 
ot'whieli was not a little lu'igliteniMl liy their iioi<-e and 
eoijfiisioti in attempting to <‘ome alongside. J ailing in 
tla ir first end<aivonr, otir captain gav«' them no as.sist- 
aiiee ; and when tlmy eatin? n])ou Us again, he ri-fused 
to admit them on hoard, 'file Ittsf ai’ri\al at M.alta had 
hi'oiight unfavoiirahle aeeonnls id' the jdagtn*, and he 
was iiinvilling tn run any risk until lie sliouhl have an 
f>l>l<(>rtuniiy of advising w’itli his eonsignee. Myseiwam 
"as ilio on ly^ person on hoard who tmuld .sj»eak Arahii* ; 
ainl t(*lling the wild, }ly-aw;iy looking Arabs to fastt'ii 
on u-sti'j'ii, we (()Wed our ]»iiots in, and ;jf about eight 

0 L'loirk e:ime toanehor in the harbour, lu half an lumr 

1 "US ashore ; and the iimunmt I louehed it, just as I 
ha<l ionnd at ( ’oiislantinople, all tiu; ilhtsimi of the dis- 
tant vi(*w was gone. 

In(l»'ed, it would he diHieult for anv mail who lives at 


of shops, kept hy Kiiropeans and filled witVi Kuro)>eaii 
goods, range.s of tine buildings, fine country houses, 
and gardens gnoving upon barren .sands, showed that 
strangers from a. onc(! barbarous land were repaying 
the del»t which the world owes to the mother of arts, 
and Kiising her from the ruin into which she had been 
plunged by years of misrule' and anarchy. 

My first visit was to Mr tlliddoii, the American con- 
sul, whose rt'ception of me was such, tlnit I felt already 
! a.s one not alone in a strange land. While with him, 

! an English gentleman eame in- -a merchant in Ale\- 
! andria — who was going that night to ( airo. Mr UJid- 
; don introdneed u.s ; and telling him tliat I, loo, was 
; bound for (\iiro, Mr T. immediately projmsed that 1 
j sliould aeeomjiany him, saying lie liad a boat and every 
; thing rea<ly, and tliat I miglit save my.self the trouble 
j of making any preparations, and would have nothing 
j do hut eoine on Ixtard with my luggage ;it .sundown. 

• 'J'lioiigh ratlier a sliorr norie«', J did not liesitate to 
' aecejit his oHer. Ihrsides tlu' relief from trouble in 

fitting out, the plagiu* was in I'Very one’s mouth, and 
I ] was iifjf, .'-orry to liave .so early an opportunity of 
escaping from a eiiv, wlieie, abov«.> all othcr.s, •“* ])«'sti- 
Icnec walketJi in darkiu's.*i, and di strueliuii wasl<‘tli at 
noonday.” 

Having but a short time la fore me, J immediately 
mounted a donkey — an Pgvplian donkey — being au 
animal <'n(ire]y unknown to us, or even in J-inrope, and, 
aeeompanied by my servant, with a .sere-e\i;d Arab boy 
to di t .e ns, 1 .st.irted idf upon a full gallop to make a 
liasiy survey of tin' i nins of A h.'.xamli ia. Tlie PTaiik 
, quarter i.s the t xtrenu- part of tin>eity, and a very short 
rule hroiight us into another world. It was not until 
MOW, riiling in the subnib.s ujvm burning sands, tuid 
muler a. burning sun, tli:it I felt myself rt'ally in the 
land of Egypt. It was not, in faet, till standing at the 
base of Ikiinpey's M’iJlar, that I felt mystdf among the 
ruins of one "f tlu- g'.eatesi eitie.s of the world. Ut'ach- 
ing it tbniugli long rows of Arab hut.s, where poverty, 
’ and miserv, ami laniine, and nakedness, stared me in 
! tile face, one glaiu e at its majestic height tohl me that 
! this was indeed the work of fit her men and otlior times. 

• Standing on a gentle elevation, it rises a single sliaft of 
1 niuety feet, ami ten feet in diameter, surnioimteil by a 
i ('orint Ilian eapital, ten feet high, and, indepf'udent td' its 


•'til aiming the things of tlii.s world to dream of ihe ih'- i 
I'arted glory of Egypt wlien first entering tlu; fallen 
of Alexamler ; "tbo prc'seiit, and tlie tilings of tjie 
lJi*''S('ut, ave iipperniosl ; ami between ambling doiikoy.s, 
camels, dirty, lialf-naki’d, sore-eyed Aiiiljs, 
fif files, yelping flogs, and apprchmisions.v^ the 
I'l'igue, one lliinks more of iiis own movcinents ijfaii of 
tlic pyramid.s. 1 groped my way through a loitSfyiiiigc 
l>azaar.s to thf3 Frank (luadfu*, and herc,.to ^ lpcdbr- 
s<^tting what 1 had come loi\ and that there‘^i|Mrsuch 


own monumental beauty, it is an interosiing objf ct as 
marking tin' centre of the ancient eity. It stands far 
tmtsidf* the present walls, and from its base ymi may 
look oxer a barri'ii waste of sand, running fr«mi the. 
shore. s of the Mediterranean to the Lak«» .Maretiiis, tiio 
bomidaries of Alexandria ns it was «d’ old. 

AU this intermediate space of .sandy bill.'^, alternat- 
ing with liollow.s, was oncii coveivd witli house.'*, pa- 
laces, and perhaps with monuments t'qual in beauty 
to that at xvho.se base I stood. Riding over that 
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waitei tiid istrangGV sees broken columufi, crumbling 
'Willie^ and fragments of granite and marble, thrusting 
tlmidelvejEi above their sandy graves, as if struggUng 
for resurrection ; on one side he beholds a yawnmg 
l^iasm, in which forty or fifty naked Ax'abs are toiling 
ip disentomb a column long buried iii the sand; on 
another an excavated house, with all its wjills^ and 
apartments almost as entire as when the ancient Egj"p- 
tian left it. He is riding over a mighty sepulchre, the 
Sepulchro of a ruined eity, and at every step some 
tell-tale monument is staring at him from the grave. 

Biding slowly among the ruins, I passed the cele- 
brated wells built in the time of Alexander, at the very 
foundation of the city, at ’which generation after gene- 
ration have continued to slake their thirst, and ended 
my ride at Cleopatra’s Needle, a beautiful obelisk sixty 
feet high, full of mysterious hieroglypincs that mock 
the learning of the W'isc of our day. Time has dealt 
lightly with it ; on one side the characters stand bold 
and clear as when it came from tlie hands of the 
sculptor, although, on the other, the dread sirocco, 
blowing upon it from the desert more than ‘2000 yeai’s, 
has efi'aced tho sculptor’s marks, and worn away the 
almost impenetrable granite. iJy its side, half buried 
in the sand, lies a fallen brother, of the same size, and 
about the same age, said to have been taken down by 
the English many yeai’s ago, for the purpose of being 
carried to England ; but the j»acha prevented it, and 
mnee that time it has lain in fallen majesty, stretching 
across a deep chasm formed by excavations around it. 

At six o’clock I was riding with my new friend, 
spurring my donkey to its utmost to get out of tl)e 
city before the gate should close ; and my reader will 
acquit me of all intention of writing a book, when 1 . 
tell him that a little after dark of tho same day on 
which I arrived at Alcxaiidriti, I was on my way to 
Ctiiro. Accident, however, very unexpectedly brought 
me again to Alexandria ; and ou my second visit, while 
waiting for an oj portunity to return to Kuropt', 1 
several times went over the same ground mort? .at my 
leisure, and visited the other objects of interest which 
my Iniste had beforo pixjvcmtcd mo from seeing. 

Among these wore tho (.'ata combs, situated about 
two miles from tho city, on the edge of the Libyan 
Desert, and near the shore of the sea. Tlu'se groat 
repositories of tlic dead are so little known tliat wo 
had some difficulty in finding tl:em, altliougli wo in- 
quired of every body whom we mot. Seeing an Arab 
brushing some horses near an (»pening in the side of 
the rock, we went to him to impure, and found w'e 
were at the door of the Catacombs. Tho real ontranee 
is now unknown, but was ])ro])ably from aiiovo. The 
present is a rude forced Ijreach, and tlio first chainhor 
into wliich wo <'ntered, a chamber built with pious 
regard to tho repose of the dead, we found occupied 
as a stable for tlio horses of one of tlio pacha’s regi- 
ments. My donl;ey-l)()y had taken tlic precaution to 
bring with him candles, and a lino to tie at the en- 
trance, after the manner of Fair Hosamomrs cine, to 
save US from being lost in tho lahyriiUU of passages ; 
but tile latter w'as unnecessary, as tlfo Arabs employed 
about the liorscs had explored them .so tl'orougJiiy for 
purposes plunder, that they wcio .siitiiciently sure 
guides. ^(^/I'aking two of thorn into pay, Ave followed 
with our liglitcd torches through two eliamber.s, which, 
to j^^^.^vho had then seen the tombs in Thebes, Petra, 
**^^^’^t‘iisaleni, contained nothing remarkable, and 
what has been c.dled tlio state chamber, a 
® room about thiny feet iu diameter, with threo 

rocceHea^ne at each side at' the door and one opposite, 
^ altogeihm* admirably fine ,iii its 

proporwHw In each of iho icccseos were iiiche.s for 
tho bodies of the dead, and in one >f them skulls and 
mouldering bones were still yhig on ilui giou ul. fol- 
lowing mjr guides, I passed through poveral chamb er.. 

■' Jiftlf sand j but having liy iliis timo lost 

much ofjj|B|tfdour for wandering among tomb.* . and ■ 
findmii^^puit unprofitable and unsatisfactory, 1 
state cl^amber and left the Catacombs. 


They aro supposed to extend many xn3lS"under tlib 
surface, but how far will probably never bo known. 
The excavations that have as yet been made are very 
trifling ; and unless the enlightened pacha should need 
tho state chamber for Ills horses, tho sands of the 
desert may again creep upon them, and shut them for 
ever from our eyes. 

Near the door of tho entrance, directly on the edge 
of the shore, are chambers cut in tho rocks, which 
open to the sea, called by the imposing name of Cleo- 
patra’s Baths. It is rather an. exposed situation, and, 
besides the vieAV from the sea, there are several places 
whore pooping Tom” might have hidden himself. It 
is a rude place, too ; and when I was there, tho luxu- 
rious queen could hardly have got to her chambers 
Avithout at least Avettiug her royal feet ; in fact, not 
to be imposed upon by n.aines, a lady of tho present 
day can have a moro desirable bath for a quarter of a 
dollar than ever tho Queen of the East had in her life. 

The present city of Alexandria, even after the dread- 
ful ravages made by the plague in 18.37,18 still sup- 
posed to contain moro than 50,000 inhabitants, and is 
th'cidedly growing. It .stands outside the delta in tho 
Libyan ile.sert, and as Voliioy remarks, ‘‘ It is only by 
tlie canal wliicdi conducts tlio waters of the Nilo into 
tho re.sorvoirs in the time of inundation that Alexandria 
can bo considered as connected Avitli Egypt.” Founded 
by Alexander, to secure his conquests in the East, being 
the only safe harbour along tho coasts of Syria or 
Africa, and po.ssessing peculiar coinnieroial advantages, 
it soon groAv into n giant city. Filteon miles in eir- 
euinferene(‘, containing a po]>ulation of 300,000 citizens 
and as many slaves, one magnilieeiit street ‘2000 feet 
broad ran the whole longtli of the city, from the Onto 
of tho Sea to the Fanopio (late, eoiimianding a view, 
at each end, of Ihe shipping, eitlier in tho .Mt'dilerrnnean 
or in tho Marco tic Lake, and anotlier of equal length 
intersected it at right angles ; a spacious circus Aviih- 
out tho Canopie (late for cliariot-raees, and on the 
east a splendid gyinnasimn, more tlmn GOO feet in 
length, Av it h theatre'?-;, batlrs, and all that could rndo: 
it a di'.sirablo reshh-nee tor a luxurious pi'oj)l(.‘. . M' lion 
it fell 'into liio hnnd.s of iho S.avncon ’, according to the 
report of tho Saracreii general to tlio (’alif Omar, ‘Mt 
Avas impossible to (Jiuimorato the variety of its riches 
and beauty; and it is said to ‘Minvo contained 4000 
pal.'ie^'S, 4000 ImtliM, 400 theatres or public edifices, 
12,000 .shops and 4 0,000 trilmlary .Tews ” From that 
time, like evi ry thing tdsc Avhich falls into the hauda 
of tlic Mussulman, it has been going to ruin, and tho 
disoovirry of tin* passage tf» India by tlio (’a}»e of Tioyd 
Hope gavo tlie death-blow to its commercial greatne.'.s. 
At pre.seiit it stands a jdicnonH'iuni in tho history of 
a 3’urkisli dominion. It appears once more to he 
raising its liead from the dust. It remains to bo geoii 
wlictber this rise is the legitimate and pennaiicnt oftect 
of a wise and politic government, combined Avith natural 
advantage.s, or wlictber the piudia is not forcing it to 
an unnatural cltjvation, at tlie expense, if not upon tho 
rui:. ^ of the rest of Egypt. It is almost presnmptvous, 
on tlio tlircHliold of my mti'anco into Egypt, to specu- 
late upon the future condition of (his interesting coun- 
try ; but it i.s clear that tho pacha is determined to 
build up tho city of Alexandria if he can : bis fleet is 
hen-, hi.s army, his arsenal, and his forts aro here, and 
Jic has forccil and centered here a commerce tliiit was 
before divided between several places. Uosetfe has 
. 'it umro than tw'o-thirds of its poimlatiou, Danuetta 
lias become a mere nothing, and oven Cairo thc lLand 
luis bccomo tributary to wliat is called the regenerated 

I 

I Alexandria Ims also been the scene of intctcfiting 
I events in modern days. Here the longf-cherishcKl ai“' 

I inosity of Fi-anco and England sought a new battle- 
field, as if coiiKcions that tlio soil of Europe had too 
often been moistened with human blood. Twice I 
/i.sitod tho spot where the gallant Abercrombie lell> 
about Jjjjjo. miles outside the Hosetta Gate ; tho .^untry 
I was <^(KiNred a beautiful verdure, apd tli^ Arab 





waft turnmjj jip ttio ground with his plough; herds of 
bu^hlo were qiuetl;)r grazing near, and a caravan of 
camels was slowly winding its way along the borders 
of a nameless lake, which empties into the Lake Ma- 
^•eotis. Farther on and near the sea is a large square 
enclosure, by some called the ruins of the palace of 
Cleopatra, by others the camp of Coeear. This was the 
I’reiich position, and around it tho battle was ionglit. 
All is quiet there now, though still the curious traveller 
may pick up from time to time balls, fragnienjj^s of sliclls, 
or other instruments of death, wliieli tell him that war, 
murderous and destructive war, has been there. 

My last ride was to Fompey’s Pillar. Cliateaubriaud 
requested a friend to write his name upon tho great 
pyramid, not being able to go to it himself, and consi- 
dering this one of tlie duties of a pious pilgrim ; hut I 
imagine that sentimental traveller did not mean it in 
the sense in wliicli Hero” and “ Beatrice,” and the less 
romantic name of “ Susannah Wilson,” are printed in 
great black letters, six inches long, about half way up 
the shaft. 

There can ho no doubt that immense treasures aro 
still buried under the ruins of Alexandria ; but whether 
they will over ho discovered will doj)end upon the pacInVs 
necessities, as he may need the ruins of nncitmt temples 
for building forts or bridges. Now' disco v<*rio.s are 
constantly in;ide ; and lx tw'(?en my fh*st and second 
visit a beautiful vase had been «lisc;ov(:i’ed, [)r<)nonuccd 
to be the original of the ctilebrated Warwick vase found 
at Adrian's n ilia, near Tivoli. 1 1 was tiion in the hands 
01 the j'rench consul, wlio told mo he would not take 
its weiglit in gold for it. I have since seen tho vas<^ at 
Warwick (astio ; and if tin? one found at Alexandria 
is not tho original, it is e* rtainly rein.arkablo that two 
iciilptors, otn; in J'igypt and I ho other in 1 taly, ooneeived 
and fashioned two .‘■('imrato works ot‘ art sa> exactly 
r( :-,< nibling t acli otlier. 

Jliit to return t(> tin.! moment, of my fu d, having 
, Alexandria. At dark 1 was on l>oard a f'ojit r.t tlte 
iiiouilt of tlio iMalnnotidie, liiu cnmtl wlticli eoiimr.ts 
Alexandria witli tho rny ooin]janioTi hail mad<* all 

jH'cessirv ])rovi.sio!i idr tir? voyage, and I had nothing 
in do hi;t select a jiiaco and spi' ad my mattr.'iss and 
coverlet. In a few miuiit'.s wo had iti'nimoneed our 
journey on tiso camd, mir biuit towed hy otir -\ra]) 
hoatnuoi, each witli a rope ticross his breast. I have 
heard tins ctinal spido ii "fas one of tho greatest woj-ks 
of nu)(h'j-n days, and 1 Imvi* si'cn it rt fciri'd to as such 
in tlio h(!oks (tf modern IravclK r.s ; and somt? even, as 
if determined to lo-cp tluinsolvt s nnder a il elusion in 
rogaril to every thing in KgyjU, speak of it as they do 
of the ])yramids, and obelisk.--, and inightY tcmjdcs of 
llic Hpper Nile. O’h truth is, it is sixty miles in lengtii, 
liiiiqU* fold in breadth, and eighteen in depth, througli 
a ]>('!‘^t’Tectly h.vt-l (louniry, not, requiring a. single lock, 
ill t*'^arcl to the tune in it was made, it ci-rtainly 

is aii-'-^ixtraordinary work ; and it could only Iiavc been 
doneljSii that time, in sncli ti eouiury as Mgypt, whcj -s 
eriiment is an nhsohile dospotisin, and the will 
man is tlio supreme law. Kvevv village w.as 
erdc|i|tt to furnish a ceriain quota; 1.5h,0ro workmen 
YviTcjjjflfmploypd at once, and in a year from its com- 
incii(*§|tient tlio whole excavation wa.*? mafh*. As ; 
great i§tep in the march of public improvement, it cer 
tainly hIocs honour to tlie pacha, though, ill 
along its banks, our admiration of :i bfirbamn slHiggHiig 
* ‘lisation is checked by remembering 
“ of lumian life, ami tho inelanftTiolj 
tile grave of im»re than 30,000 JjP 

xted in company with a Air AVaghorn, for- 
‘thc Fast India Conn»any’s service, now en- 
foiwvarding the mails from England lO luj^ia 
hy tli(yMted Sea. Ho was f>no of the liivit projociprs 
nf tha^roiito, is a man of :ndefatigiil>h» acf»'vit^^aud 
energ^f And was tho first courier sent from ^ 

''ith di8|iiat.ches over land. Ho travelled post to T 


vesstettflilch had been o¥del*ed ttt itteet hltn; and having ^ ^ 
with hittt a compass, his constant travelling companioia; 
he hired an open Arab boat, and, to tho astonishment 
of his Arab crow, struck out into the middle of the Red 
Sea. At night they wanted, as usual, to anchor near 
tho shore ; but he -sat with the helm in one hand and 
a cocked pistol in tho other, threatening to shoot idie 
first man that disobeyed hi* orders. On entering the 
harbour of Alocdia, ho found an English government 
vessel on its way to meet him, and in tho then uncom- 
monly short time of lifty-fivo days, dfelivered his dis- 
patches in Bombay. 

At about eiglit okrlock next morning we were stand- 
ing on the banks of the Nile, the eternal river, the river 
of Egypt, recalling the days of I’haroah and Moscs^ 
from tho earliest periods of recorded time watering and 
fertilising a narrow strip of land in the middle of a 
sandy desert, rolling its solitary way more than a thou- 
sand miles without receiving a single tributary stream ; 
tho river which tho Egyptians worshipped and the 
Arabs loved, and which, as the Mnssulmans say, if 
Mohammed had tasted, “ lie would have prayed Heaven 
for terrestrial immortality, that he might continue to 
en joy it for ever.” 

I cannot, ho weaver, jriin in tho enthusiasm of tho 
Miissnlmans, for 1 liavo before mo at this moment a 
vivid pictnro of myself and servant at Caii’O, perched 
upon opposite divans covered witli taw'dry finery, in a 
hugo barn of a rr^om, with a ceiling thirty feet high, 
like two knights of the rueful countenance, comparing 
notes and bodily symptoms, and condoling with each 
oth(‘r upon the corporeal miseries brought upon us by 
pjudaking too freely of the water of the Nile. 

The appearance of the river at the mouth of tho 
canal is wortliy of its historic fame. I found it more 
tiian a mile wide*, tlie cniTent at that season full and 
frong; the banks on eaeli side clothed v.-ith a heantiful 
verdure and groves of ]>nlin-treeH (the most striking 
feature in African scenery), and tlie village of Eouah, 
tlie htopjdng-pl.'U’o lor btiats eoming up from llo-sctta 
and ])aTnietta, with its mosf|Ui^s, and minarets, and 
whitcnetl domes, and grovt's of j)a]ms, forming a pie- 
fnresqiio object in the viev. 

Upon entering tlio Nile, w'o changed our boat, tho 
new one being oii'^ of tlio largest and be.st on the river, 
of the <dass called r.'injiali, about seventy feet long, with 
two msormnns latieen sails ; these ave triangular in 
furin, and attached to two very tall spars more than 
a hniidr('<l feet long, lieavy at the end, and tapering to 
a point ; tlie spars or yards rest upon two sliort maists, 
playing upon them as on pivots. Tho spar vests at an 
angle of about thirty degn-es, and, carrying flic sail to 
its tapering point, gives the boat wlien under way a 
peculiarly light and graceful appearance. In the stei*n, 
a small piace is lioused over, whieli makes a very tole- 
rable cabin, excc'pt that tlie ceiling is too low to admit 
of standing upright, being made to suit tlio cross-legged 
liabits of the eastern people. Sho was manned by ten 
Arabs, good stout folh)w.<, and a rats or captain. 



took a . 


quieh vessel to Alexandria, and th< 
Cairo and Suez, where, not findiij 



CHAPTER II. 

From Alovamlria to rjiiro.—Fxporionce vcriiusTrSi^ei 
—All iminlonilotl Itafh.— Iron Itulo of tho Pacl^' 
into Cuiro.— A Chat with a Paclia. 



Wk commenced our voyage with that north 

which, books and travellers tell us, for nine mqntlYs 
the your continues to blow the same way, ni^l^it an 
ypasy matter to ascend from the Mcditerraifeilii to the 
^ataract.s, even against the strong current of the river; 
and I soon busied nwself with meditating upon this 
extraordinary operation of nature, thus presentiii^.j 
itself to my observation at tho very moiiient my': 
entrance into this w^onderful country. It ^ " 
tiful ordinance of Providence in regard to| 
ness and wants of man, that while tho 
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OLD cAiRo^rAimjmm^ f ^ 

flittering eabre, tho wily Greek, the grave Armenian, I on the Mediterranean^ and the party of English officers . 

Mid the despised Jew, with their long silk robes, their to whora I before referred, as returning from In^aby 
turbans, solemn beards, and various and striking cos- way of the Red Sea. They told mo that they were 
tumes ; he will have seen the harem of more than one expecting permission from the pacha to wait on him 
rich Turk, eight or ten women on horseback, com- that day, and asked mo to accompany them. This 
pletely enveloped in large black silk wrappers, per- suited me better than to go alone, as I was not ambi- 
iectly hiding face and person, and preceded by that tious for a tete-‘^-t^te with his highness, and merely 
abomination of the East, a black eunuch ; the miserable wished to nee Inm as one of the lions of the country, 
santon, the Arab saint, with a few scanty rags on his Soon after I received a note from the consul, telling 
breast and shoulders, the rest of his body perfectly mo that his highness would receive me at half-past 
naked; the swarthy BcmIouiu of the desert, the haughty three. This, too, was the hour appointed for the 
janizary, with a cocked gun in his hajul, dashing fn- r(.‘ception of the others, and I saw that his highness 
riously through tlio crowd, and perhaps hearing some was disposed to make a lumping business of it, and 
bloody mandate of liis royal master ; and perhaps he get rid of us all at once. 1 accordingly suggested to 
will have seen and blusluMl for liis own image in the Mr Gliddon that we should all go together ; but this 
person of some beggarly Italian refngiic. Entering the did not suit him; he was determined that I should 
gat(*, guarded by Arab soldiers in a bastard Knropeau have tlu*. heuc^lit of a special audience. I submitted 
uniform, ho will cross a large square tilled with officers myself to his directions, and in this, as in other things, 
and 5oIdi(U\s, surrounded by what are called palaces, but while at Cairo, found tho benefit of his attentions and'' 
seeing nothing that can interest him save the house in advice. 

which the gallant Kleber, the hero of many a bloody It is tlio custom of the pacha u])on sucli occasions to 
field, died ingloriously by the hands of an assassin, send hoi'ses from his own stable, and servants from his 
Crossing this square, ho will plunge ii\to the narrow own houseliold, to wait upon the stranger. At half 
Htrects of Cairo. Winding his doubtful and perilous j>ast three I left my hotel, mounted on a noble horse, 
way among tottering and iMiined houses, josthsl by finely caparisoned, with a dashing red cloth saddle, a 
camels, dromedaries, horses, and donkeys, perhaps he bridle ovnamenteil with slmlls, and all the decorations 
will draw up against a wall, and, thinking of plague, hold and equipments of a well-immntud Turkish horseman, 
his breath, and screw himself into nothing, wliih; lui and, preceded by flu; janizary and escorted by tho 
allows a corj).se to ptu^s, followed by a long train of consul, with no small degree of pomp and circumstance 
howling women, dresseil in l)la.ek, witli masks over their 1 arrived at tho gate of the citadel. Passing through 
faces ; ami (*ntering the large wooden gate which shuts a large yard, in which are several buildings connected 
in the Frank ‘piarter for prot(;ction against any sudden with the dilleront offices of government, wc stopped 
hurst of jK)]>nlar fury, and searing liimsolf in aiuiscrahle at th<5 door of tho palace, ami, dismounting, ascended 
Italian locamla, he will ask himself. Where is tin? a broad flight of marhh? steps to a largo or central 
“ ( airo of the califs, the sujierb town, the holy city, the hall, from which doors opened into the different apart- 
(leliglit of the iinagiimtion, grea1(‘st among the great, ments. There were three reijesses fitted up with divans, 
\vlir»se splemlour and (q)ulence made tho proidiet where officers were lounging, smoking, and taking coffee, 
siinh* r’ The iloor of the divan, or Jiall of audience, was open. 

Almost immediately upon my arrival, I called uimn at wliicli a guard was stationed ; and in going up to 
Mr Gliddon, oiir vice-consul, and upon Nnbar Bey, an demand p(‘rmission to enter, w’e saw the pacha at the 
,\nm nian dragoman to tli(3 pacha, to whom J had a furlheremloftheroi>m,w’ithfuurorliveTurksstaud- 
1* trer from a gentleman in Ah-xamlria, 'the purport ing hefoiv him. 

(il my visit to the latt<‘r was to proeiin' a presentation Not being allowed to enter yet, we walked up and 
to The paella, lie toM mo that s(.\ eral Fnglisli officers down the great hall, among lounging soldiers and officers 
from India, liad lieen wailing .several days for that j)ur- of all ranks ami grades, Turks, Arabs, and beggars, 
ijpo.so ; that he thought the p;icl:a would r<*ceivt‘ them and went out upon tho balcony. The view from this 
ni xt (lay, ami, if so, he would ask permission to embraces the most iiilcrt'sting ohj(H*ts in the vicinity of 
^Juvsint me. Having aiTang(-‘d this, and not being Gairo, ami tIuTO are few pro.specls in I lie world which 
particularly ])Icased w ith the interior, and liking e.\coe<i- inelmlo so many ; the land of Goshen, the Nile, the 
iiiglv the donkeys, on whiidi it i^'- the custom there to oheli.'.k at I leliopoli.s, the tombs of the califs, the pyra- 
‘ mount on all occasions, for long and for short distances, inids, and the deserts of (3ternal sands. 

I srlocU'd one that was ]iarticularly gay and sprightly. While standing upon the balcony, a janizary canto 
aud follow! d by au Arab hoy who liad picked up a few to tell ns that tho paeba would receive ns, or, in other 
Italian wDvds, I tuld Jiim to take im; anywhere outsid(3 words, iliat w(; must come to the pacha. The audienco 
the city. He liappeiied to talo' me out at tlie saim^gate chamber was a very large room, with a higli ceiling — 
hy wliieh I had entered, and I ro(h‘ to Old < 'airo. perhaps ( iglity feet long and tliirty high— with ara- 

Gld Gairo is situated on the river, ahviut four miles licsque paintings on tlie wall, and a divan all around, 
from Bonlac. The road is ]jreUy, and soim' of tlu' Tiie pacha was sitting near one corner at the extreme 
points of view, particularly in returning, decidedh end, and liad a long and full vknv of every one who 
hvautifnl. The aqueduct wliIcli conveys water into the approached him. J, too, had the same advantage, and 
citadel at Gairo is a tine substantial pu'ce of workman- in walking up I roi^'irkod him as a man about sixty- 
^hip, and an item in the jiiciure. The church and grotto live, with a long ami \n y white beard, strong features, 
in which, as trAdition says, the Virgin Alary took refuge, of a somewhar. vulgar cast, a short nose, red face, and 
with the infant Saviour, w hen obliged to Hy from the rough skin, with an uncommonly H m3 dark eye, express- 
tetrarehof Jmloa, are among tlie few oh jects w orthy of ing a world of determination and energy. He wore a 
note ill t>ld ( airo. 'J'lie grotto, whieli is guarded witli large turban and a long silk robe, and was smoking a 
pious care hy the G»)ptic ]»riest, is a fe'.uail excavation, long pipe with an amber inoutlipieee. Altogether, he 
tin; natural* surface' covered with smooth tiles; it is looked the Turk mneh better than his nominal master 
hardly large (‘nough to alhnv om person to crawt m and the suUaii. 

kit upright. It is very doubtful whether this place was liks dragoman, Nubar Bey, was there, and presented 
the refuge of tho Virgin, hut I he craft or simplicity me. The pacha took his pipe from his mouth, motioned 
cl tile priests su.stains the tradition; and a half do>ieu mo to take a seat at his right hand on the divan, and 
J nptic women, w'ith their faces covi3red, aud their lopg with a courteous manner said I was welcome to 
hic dresses, foHow’ed mo down into tho vanlt„'itti^ .l^gypt. 1 told him he would soon have to welcome 
Knw*h»d before* the door of tin; grotto, with a world there ; he asked me why : and, without 

^kich sliowed that they at least believed the talj^^llgif'ineaiiing to flatter the old Turk, I answered tlmt 
At my locamla this morning I made acqnamH^p |gvcry body had a great curiosity to vi.sit that interest- 
"itli two English parties, a gentleman, liis ing country ; that heretofore it had been very difficull 

*’epkew, who had been travelling in their to get there, and dangerous to travel in when there ; 




. bttt feelUti^n access wef© greatly increased, 

mid travelling in Egypt Jiad become so sale under hiS 
gevexiiment, that stmngers would soon conic with as 
liaach confidence as they fed while travelling in Europe ^ 
and I had no doubt there would be many Americans 
mnong them. He took his pij'o irom hia mouth, and 
howed. I sipped my coflee with great complacency, 
perfectly satisfied with the nuiimcr in whidi, lor the 
first time, 1 had ])layc(l the couriior to royalty. Know- 
ing his passion for new things, 1 went on, and told him 
that lie ought to continue his good works, and introduce 
on the Kile a steaTu-boat from Alexandria to Cairo. 
He took tIiopi])c from hia nioutli again, and in the tone 
of “ Let tliero ho light, and there was light,’’ said ho 
had ordered a couple. 1 know In; was libbing, and I 
alteiavai'ds heard from thosi; through whom lie trans- 
acted all his business in Europe, that ho had never 
given any such order. Consideriiig that a stc'aiu-boaL 
was an uppropriato weapon in llio hands of an Ameri- 
can, I fmlowcd np rny blow by telling Idm that 1 had 
just seen mentioned, in a. Enropean paper, a project to 
run steam-boats irojn New York to lavcrj)ool in twelve 
or fourteen days. Ho asked nio the distance; I told 
him, and he said nothing and smoked on. lie knew 
America, and particularly from a cireiirnstauce which 
I afterwards foiiiul had done va'uders in giving lu r a 
namo and character in tin; East, the visit of Commoditro 
Patterson in tlio ship Delaware. So far I had taken 
decidedly the lead in tlie conversation ; but tlie consLanl 
ropetition of “son altcsse’’ by llie dragoman, began to 
rerniiid me that 1 was in the ])ro.souc(' (d* rovaby, and 
that it was my duty to speak only Avheii I was spoken 
to. I waited to give him a eh.auee, and iliC first ques- 
tion lie asked was as to the rat(.‘ «.d‘ speed of tdie st'-am- 
boats on our rivei’S. Kenienibering an eld, cva/w, live 
or six mile an hour boat that I liad seen in Alexandria, 

I was afraid to toll him tlie whole tratli, lest he should 
not believe me, and did not vonlure to go higher th.an 
fifteen miles an iiour ; and c'v; u then he ioo!:ed as 
Jlderim may ho supposed to havt* ioolied whin tlie 
Knight of the L<‘opavd told liim of Inn ing en^ssed ovs. i* 
a lake like the Dead Sea Avithoiit wetting liis herse's j 
hoofs. 1 havfj no doubt, if be ever diought of ino aiEu’- 
'Wards, that it wn.s as tlio lying Amerleaii ; and just at 
tliis moment, the party ef English coming in, i i re 
and took iny leave, (idilieu says, “ ^\ l'.en iVrsia v.as 
governed hy the do’cepdanis of li-;, .n r.ico of princes 
wlfose wanton erueitv t stained divan, tin. ir j 


risen from tlio rank of a ootnmon soldier^ noVsIts 
firmly and securely on a throno of his own making. 
He has risen by tlie usual road to greatness among the 
Turks : war, bloodshed, and treachery. In early lifo 
his bold and daring spirit attracted the attention of 
beys, pachas, and the sultan himself ; and having at- 
tained a prominent position in the bloody wars that dis. 
tracted Egjqit under the Mamelukes, boldness, cruelty, 
intrigue, and treachery, jilaced him on tho throne of 
tho ciilifs ; and neither then nor since have theso usual 
engines of Turkish government, these usual accouipa^ 
niments of Turkish greatiii?ss, for a moment deserted 
him. Tlie extermination of the Mamelukes, the former 
lords of Egypt, as regards the number killed, isperhajjH 
nothing in comparison with the thousands whoso blood 
cries out from the earth against him ; but the manner 
ill which it was effected brands the pacha as the prhico 
of traitors and mnrdcrc'vs. Invited to tho citadel on a 
irieudly visit, wliilo they were smoking tho pipe of 
peac<; he was pn'paring to murder them ; and no .sooner 
had they left liis i>resence tlian they were pent up, lirod 
upon, cut down and killed, bravely but hopelessly de- 
fending themselves to the last. This cruel deed nuipt 
not be likened to the slaughter of the janizaries by tho 
sultan, towliich it is oiteii compared, for the janizaries 
were a powerful l>ody', iiisiilLiug and defying the throno. 
The .^adtan staked his lioad upon the* issue, and it w.icj 
not till he had lieen driven to the desp(?rate expedient 
of unfurling the sacred standard of the prophet, ainl 

calling iq-on all good Miifisiilmans to rally" round il in 

a. word, it was not till the dead bodies of '10,000 jaiii- 
zari(*.s w. re lloating down the Ijosphoriis, tliatlie be(?ain (3 
i:Ke {('r iu his own dominion.^. Not with Ihe pa.clni ; 
{lie Mamelukes were reduced to a fei.dde* baud of -lOO 
or .’d.fO men, and or. old oll'eet nofliliig of iinportunen 
again.-t tlie pacha. His cruelty and Treachery can 
nuilher be ft*)*gotti ii nor forgiv<'ii : ami when, iu pass- 
ing out of the citadel, the :-! ranger is .sliowii (he )‘l:u:e 
where tho uahapjyv Mamelukes were penin d nji and 
j slaughtered iik<* beasts, oiu' tuily l«'a])in'; bis gallant 
liors'-* over the walks oi tiu' eiladel, lii' h. ; Is that he has 
b ft tlie ].re.-<'i;ce of a wliek'.-ali; mur'icrei*. hji’C' llia.t 
I tiiue he bus lja«i ligNpt un'- tly |e iiim-eir; has uUack' d 
ami de.-ivovi'd too W’r.lr.dar ; ou tin; lb d t-ra, and su).n 
<’.r>cd lire eoiintries above the t'atai'aei-. ef lie; ^‘ilej^ f©. 
E. n;:ar and l)(..ngol.i. He has been cenMantly ainu|a.. 
:it .imredueing .l.a.iropean improvemeii! ; bas riii^r^'^: 
;.nd diseipi.'netl an array according to I 'a'ropisin 


table, and their bed, vddi the blood of their favourites, 
there is a saying reeordt'd of a young uohlemun tliat 
he never dt'inrled from (lie snltan’.s jn'cseiice wij'iviiit 
satisfying himself whether hin lieml wn.s still «ni Jn'.s 
sliouJdors.’’ It was in .somewhat fd' (lie .-am'- .spirit 
tliat, ill passing, one cyf the EngH' hmeii wliEpen d to 
me, “ An; you sure of your leg: f’ 

During n;\' imorview with tlie naelri, although my 
conversalum and attention were direeted towurd.s liim, 
I could nor, help la.'inaihing ]airtleniarly his (Iragfunan, 
Nuhar Jley. He w'os an Armenian, pirrliaps a year or 
t'W'o (>ver thirty, w'itli .an olive complexion, and a coun- 
tenance iiln; marble. He .stood »p beiore ns, .about 
half way Irdwecn llie pacha and me, hi-' e.ilrii eye finely 
contrasted with tho roving and unsettled glances of tho 
pacha, a pia lV-ct picture of iudilfm-enee, standing like a 
mere macliine to tramslato words, witlioiit seeming to 
<somprelienfl or lake the least interest in their import : 
and though 1 Imd been ])articulur!y recommended to 
him, he did not give me n. .singlo glance to Intiinalo thu,. 
he had ever .veen me bc!Vjr< ee cared ever to sec me 


again. Ho was an amki ,i(vus irian,huul wai.s evidently 
acting, and acted well, a p,:i <•; -aiitcd to an eastern court ; 
the |>art necessary in h.s re-!u i-IMo and dangcrou': 
position^ as tho depositury of h ,pm’i.ar.t secrols of 
vornment. He was in hi, li favcair wiMi . I;. pacl a. ai:d, 
when I in a fair way of r tm ifnig ar^ ho,.- or 

at spirit mighf, oim. On jnyr. turn 

bur months after, lie wi.s oea k j 

hai aeterof Mohaninied Ali are a study 
Like JBernadotte of Sweden, he has 


ii.cia-.L'.ed i!ie revenue'^, parucmlarly by iniroduciiig tho 
niitiu'C of cotton, and b;>,s matre E!;y)tt, from 
t;:rra!Kan to the (’af.a.rnets, as .‘'’afe lor the tray-X^Ilcr flity 
tiu; rjlivct.s of Ne’.v Yoj'k. It remains to lie tv-hc*; 

ther, afbi-r all, he li.as not dom; more li.irm th^igoodY 
and whether tlie miser.iblc and oppressed conditbea ei 
his sr.hjccts «loes not more than conntei )ailanc(^];iil lli*.* 
good iSnit he h.'os dune lor Egypt. t)ne of the .stfoii" ■ t 
evideneos he gave <;f liis eivili.sing inclinatioii.s is iho 
tendency ho once, manifested to fall under petlicoiit 
government, i le was pa.s, i ..lately fond ol’ his first wif', 
.shar(;r of Iii.s poverty :iiid meridl.'in greatness, and 
t he mother of his two fa v»nirito children, Vonssonlf and 
Jbrahim Ihiclia ; and wlnmever a rerpiest w'a-s prefm’rt d 
in lior naen;, tho en.amonred despot would sivear hiii 
ravel.! rite “ Ey my two eyes, if she wislie.s it, it 

■all he done.” Eoml of war, :in<l having i^eyi; to tlio 
islaud.s of Candia and Cyprus, lie sent a la^e liect and 
army, commanded hy his son Ihrabiin Eucha, to aid the 
: nllan iuliLs Avar against Greece, .;nd wdtii Uis wihl Egyp- 
tians turned the tide agaiii.st tiiat inilia|ipj^.counlry, 
eeiving as Ills reward the islands \vhii:ii he coveted. iMei^ 
recently, availing himself of a trilling (Uspiitowith tlif 


governor of Acre, he turuial his arms i^ahist the siig 
tan, iiivude i Syria, and after a long.siog^h b)ok aii^. 
made Jum.seif master of Acre; hi.s victorion.s 

a iiii^^ his son Jbrahim swept all Syria; JerusalejB 
and Aleppo, itdl into his handt|;; and boatiW 
force.s whonovm* ho mQtJ^beni, in 
he led his Egyptians over Mc™| Taurus, QK 
!pU?.§, gnmd vizier with more thj|KjO0>O00 ix» 
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almost undef the walls of Constantinople, and would 
j,a VO driven the sultan from the throne of his ancestors, 
if the Ilussians, the old enemies of the Porte, had not 
come in to his relief. According to the policy of thu 
I’orte, that wliich is wrested from her and she cannot 
get hack, she confirms in the possession of the rebel ; 
and ralostino and Syria are now in the hands of Moliam- 
incd Ali, as the finiits of drawing his sword agaiiiht his 
jiiaster. lie still continues to pay tribute to tiio sulfnii, 
constrained doubtless to make tin; last paynnMit by iluj 
crippled state in which he was lel’t by the Uunible j/laguo 
of 1C34 ; and without any enemy to f(‘nr, is at lliis 
iiionicnt draining tho resources of Ills country to sustain 
a large army and navy. No one cun futliom liis intc-u- 
tions ; and jirobahly he does not know them himself, 
l)ut will be governed, as the Turks always are, by caprice 
and circumstances. 

On leaving tlio pacha, IMr Gliddon proposed that wo 
should call upon tho governor of Cairo. Wo stopped 
at what would bo called in Franco the “ Palais do 
Justice,” and, mounting a dozen stc'ps, ontiu’ed a largo 
hall, at one end of which stoo<l the governor, lie was 
a short stout man, of about fifty-livi;, witli a long beard, 
handsomely dressed, and stood gently rubbing his liainls, 
and constantly working bis jaws, like an ox chewing tlio 
cud. A crowd was gathered around him, aiul just as 
wo were approacliiiig, the crowd loll back, and wo taw 
an Arab lying on bis face on tlio tloor, with two men 
Mandlug over him, one on cacli side, witli whips like 
cow-sUius, carrying into efiect the jiulginent of the 
inimcbiug governm’. The blows fell tbiekly and heavily, 
tho j>oor I'ldlow screamed pitecnisly, and when the full 
iiuntber bad been given ho could not move ; ho was 
picked up by his friends, and carried out of doors. It 
was ]>recisely sncli a senv; as reniised tho refeia-nce in 
Scripture’S to tho manners of tho Fast in tin; time 
of our kSavitnir, wlii-n a (M/nipl.'iiiit was made’ to tin; 
iii.ig(-,and the judge handed theotlbnderover to justice ; 
1 )]’ tilt; gra])hic accounts in tlio Arabian Nights, of 
^.inninary jiisiico administered by tho cadi or other ox- 
p<)inidi.;r of tlu; law, without tin* intervention of lawyers 
i-r j iry. The j>oor Arab was hardly rt.nnovfd beh.rc 
jiiatiicr cc-iupJaint was entered; but not feeling parti- 
(Milarly aiiiialdo lowanls tin* govtnnior, and having setni 
enuugii of the gr«'at 'furks ior that day, I loft ibe ciuidel 
■'.lid redo to my hotel. 

CHAP i’llil 1 1 1. 

The S1.ivc-ninv]:ct at Cairte- 'Veinb ef tlw* PnoTn.— Tho Pyramid 
•if til'.’' rs.— 0|)pri‘ss)V(3 Atn’inioii «'i( tho Ai-abs. — Tiio Spliinx. 
NtiAin.Y all the tiino I v.;is at Cairo, Paul and, myself 
were ill, and for a few days we were in a rather piliahlo 
condiiion. . JA)rtunatel\ , :i y<o!iig Knglisharmy surgeon 
was thfre, t)n his way to India, and Jiearing thi-re was 
a .^ick trav<'ller in tlio li'in;-.e, In^ with great kin-lness 
callcil u[ien me and prescribed fer our ailinem-’. It 
tlii.s hook shouM ever meet tiio eye of Dr Ferb' s, I t 
Will excuse iny ])ultiiig his name in piant, as it. is the 
cnly means 1 iiavo of acknowledging bi.s kiiuIue-.-s in 
living luf. fi-oiii what would otberwiso liave been a 
Kcvcro and ntost inconvenient illness. At that time 
there was no Englisli iiiiysician in Cairo, and 1 believe 
iioneatall, cxce]>t some vile, half-bred ll.ilian or French 
apothecaries, wdio lield themselves fully qualified to 
practise, and were certainly very sin ccssful in ndiev- 
iag the sick from all their smi’erings. On my return I 
lound Dr Waliie ; and tluMigh for his ow n sake 1 could 
"ish him a better lot, I hope for the benefit of sick 
ti’uvcllor.s that lie is there still. 

One of my first rambles in Cairo was to the slave- 
hiarkc.t. It is situated lu'arly in tlie centre of the city, 
•''5 it appeared h) me, although after turning half a 
dozen corners in the narrow streets of ^ Turkish city, 
J 'vill defy a man to toil where he is it is a 

old building, enclosing a liollojiy , v d.h 

<^b;iinber8 all around, both above 
^'ero probably 500 or 000 slaves, si(Ui|& mats in 
St’oups of ten, twenty, or thirty, each'lMfcing to a 


di'flfereftt proprietor. Most of them werd entirely naked, 
though some, whoso shivering fonns evinced that even 
there tliey felt tlie want of their nativo bui*ning .sun, 
wore covered with blankets. They were mostly from 
Dongola and Sennaar ; but some were Abyssinians, with 
yell<»w complexions, fine eyes and toctb, and decidedly 
liandsomo. Tin; Nubians were very dark, but with ova!, 
regularly formed and handsome faces, mild and amiable 
expressions, and no mark of tin; African except the 
eohnir of their skin. The worst sp(;ctacle in the bazaar 
w'as that of stweral h»ts of sick, who were separated 
from the rest, and arranged on mats by themselves; 
th(‘ir bodies tiiin and shrunken, their chins I’esting upon 
their knees, their long lank arms hanging helplessly by 
their sides, their faces haggard, iheir eyes fixed with a 
painful vacancy, and altogether }»resenting the image of 
man in his most abject coinliiion. .Meeting them on 
their native sands, their croucliiug attiLu(l(;s, shrunken 
jaws, and rolling (;yes, might have h.>d one to niistako 
them for those Jiideons animals the orang-outang and 
ape. Prices vary from twxnity to a hundred dollars ; 
but the sick, as carrying within them tlio seeds cf pro- 
bable dcatb, are coolly otrered Ihr almost nothing, as so 
much damaged morchandise which the seller is anxious 
to dispose of before it becomes utterly w ortbh^ss ou hia 
hands. There was one, an Abyssinian, who had mind 
as well as beauty in her face ; she was dressed in silk, 
and wore ornaments of gold and sliells, and called me 
as .1 passed, and peop<*d inun behind a curtain, smiling 
and co((uettiiig, ami W{ |)t and pouted when, I went 
away; and slic thrust out her tongue to sh(»w me that 
she was not like those 1 had just been looking at, but 
that her young blood ran pure and bealtby in her veins- 

Cairo i.s surixmiidcd by a wall ; tbo sands of the de- 
sert approach it on every side, and every gate, except 
lluit of Boulac, opens to a sandy waste. Passing out 
by tho Victory Gate, the contrast between light and 
(larkues.s is not greatfU’ than between tbo crowded 
streets and the stiiliicxs of tlu; de.scrt, separated from 
them only by a. wall. Jmmediately without connnciices 
the gnsit biu*jal-placi> of ti»e city. Among tliousands 
ami lens of thonsamis of M n.-.-'iilmans* headstraies, I 
searched in vain for tlu; tionii of iJie larncnted Ihtrek- 
har<lt; tiuTo i.s no mark to distinguisli tlu; grave of the 
enterprising traveller from that, of an Arai)ian camel- 
driver. .'\t a short distance naan the gati; are the tombs 
of the calif's, large and be.aniifnl buildings, inomnuents 
of ili<* taste and skill of tiio kSaraceiis. 

From hence, pas.sing around outside tho w^alls, I 
entered by tlie gate of the Ciitatlel, when; t .saw' what 
g«n's by ihe nstac of Joscph^‘3 'Well, perhaps better 
known. as tlio Wh'il rf .‘-aiadin. It is 45 feet wide at 
tlu; nvi:']!, and cut ‘270 h'et deep through tbo solid rock, 
to a s].. log of .«ahi.‘-h water, on a level wiili the Nile, 
whence the water is raised in buckets on a wheel, turned 
by a bulialo. 

On the 2.‘nb, with a voice that belic'd my f(M;Hnga, I 
wislu'd I’aul a merry Ciiristnuis ; .and alter breakfiist, 
wishing to celebrate tlu; day, muimied a donkey and 
redo to tbo .'^ito (*f tile aueiont iieliepvfiis, near tho 
village of .Maiarca, .Tl) .at four miles from Cairo, on the 
borders of tiio j ieh land of lh>shoii. The geographer 
bfrabo visited I'm-.so ruins thirty years and de- 

scriljos them almost exactly as w’e see them now'. A 
great.fempio of the sun oiico .stood here. Herodotus 
and lTat«i studied philoHO])hy in the schools of Helio- 
polis ; ‘‘ a barbarous Persian overturned her temples ; 
a fanatic Arabian burnt her books and a single obe- 
lisk, sixty-ucven feet high, in a field ploughed and cul- 
tivated to its very base, stands a melancholy monument 
of former greatness and eternal ruin. 

Passing out by another gate is another vast cemetery, 
ranges : f tombs extending miles out into tho de.scx’t. 
In Turkey I had admired tho beauty of tho grave- 
yards, and often thought liow calmly slept the dead 
under the thick shade of tho mourning cypress, la 
.Fgypt I admired still more the solemn stillness and 
grandeur of a last resting-place among the eternal sands 
of tho cleseiT. In tfiis great city of the dead stand tho 





tomibi of the Mamelulces, oviginally slaves from the 
foot of the Caucasus, then tlie lords and tvi*ants of 
Egypt, and now an exterminated race : tlie tombs are 
toge handsome buildings, with domes ami minarets, 
the interior of the domes beautifully wrought, and 
windows of stained glass, all gej»g to ruins. Here, 
too, is the tomb of the pacha. Fallen, changed, com- 
pletely revolutionised as Kgyt‘t is, evtm to this day 
peculiar regard is paid to the structure of tombs and 
the burial-places of the dead. The tomb of the pacha 
Ls called the greatest structure of modern Kgypt. It 
is a large stem; building, with several domes, strongly 
blit coarsely made. T'lie interior, .still, solemn, and 
imposing, is <livided into two chambers ; in the Hrat, 
ill a conspicuous situation, is the body of liis favourite 
wife, and around arc those of other members of bis 
family ; in the other chamber are several tombs co- 
vered with large and valuable Cashmere shawls ; seve- 
ral places yet unoccupied, ami in one corner a large 
vacant place, reserved for the pacha himself. Dotii 
apartments arc carpi'ted, and illuminated with lamps, 
with divans in the recesses, and little wicker chairs for 
the different members of the family who come to mourn 
and pray. Two ladies were tliere, sitting near one of the 
tombs, their faces completely covered ; and, that I 
might not disturb their pious devotions, my guide led 
me in a different direction. 

During the time that 1 had passed in lounging about i 
Cairo, I had repeatedly been down to Boulac in seareli I 
of a boat for iny intended voyage up the Nih? ; and 
going one Sunday to dine on the island of Uhoda with 
Mr Trail, a young Englishman wlio had charge of the. 
palace and garden of Ihrahini Pacha, 1 again rode 
along tlie hank of tlio river for tlio same purpose. In 
ooniing up from Aloxaiidria, 1 hud found the ineon- 
veiiien<!c.s of a large boat, and was looking for one of 
the smallest dimensions that<*onl(l be at all I'oinfortahle. 
We were cros.sing ov(?r one more than half sunk in the 
watei*, which I n.inarked to Paul wa.s about tin? right 
si/e ; and while we stojtpi'd a moment, without the least 
idea that it could lie made lit for use, an Arab came 
up and whispered to Paul that he could pump out the 
water in two hours, and had only sunk the boat to save 
it troni the olficevs of the ])acl)a, who woiihl otherwise 
take it for the use <»f govf'rnmcnt. Upon this informa- 
tion 1 struck a bargahi lor tlie boat, eight men, a rais, 
and a pilot. The ofiicers of the paeha. wt ri* on the baidv, 
looking out fur boat.s, and, notwithstanding my Anib’s 
ingenious contrivance, ju,st v. hen .1 had closed my 
agreement, they came on fioard and claimed po.sscs.sion. 

I refused to give up iny riglit, and sent to the agent of 
tlie consul tor an American ilag. Me could not give 
nu^ an American, but sent me an Engli.sh flag, and 1 
did not licsitiite to ]>ut myself under its protection. I 
hofsted it witli my own hands ; hut tlie rascally Turks 
juiid no regard to its broad folds. Tlit* majesty of 
Englaiul did not suffer, liowever, in my haiid.s, and Paul 
and 1 spent more than an hour in running from one 
oflicer to another, before we could procure tlnr neces- 
sary order tor the release of the boat. Ia*aving this 
witli tlie rais, and tin; flag still #ying, 1 went on to 
lllioda, and sjanit tin* day there in decidedly the 
pndtiest spot uhont Cairo. At the Iiead of this island 
IS the celebrated Nilomcter,>vliicii, for no one knows how 
long, lias marked tlic annual rise ami fall of tin* ^iile. 

1 had been ten days in ( airo witliout going ti> the 
pyramids. 1 liad seen tln'iii almost every day, but in\ 
doctor, who was to ;n*ef>inpany me, had delayed my 
visit, lie Mas obliged to l^tve t airo, however, before 
I was ready to go ; and :n soon as he was like a 
Bchoolboy when the mast-r (,ut of siglit, f look ad- 
vantage of lies absence. My .,M fP- „<l from Alexan- 
dria had promised to go with u and i.dnim- ' ic at 
0*1 Cairo, we crossed o\i. r to (ihiz* h. Almosi from 
the gates of Cairo the )»yramuls uro c«Mistantly m si ^ t, 
and, aftcr.c^-hig the fm-ry, we at tir ,t rmh* dircciW 
towards tluH^ut the waters were vei, w> f ;.rh that 
diverge from the straiglit road. In 
.?*ddc taking one route 


and my friends another. Wiih itiy eyca coiH^ta'iitly fi^od 
on the pyramids, 1 was not aware of our separation 
until 1 had gone too far to return, and my guide proved 
to be right. Standing alone on an elevated mountainous 
range on the edge of the desert, without any object 
with which to compare them, the immense size of 
the pyramids did not strike me with full force. Ar- 
rived at the hanks of a stream, twenty Arabs, inoiv, 
than half naked, and most of them blind of an ey<*, 
came running toMards me, daslied througli the stream, 
and pulling, liauliiig, and scuffling at eacli other, all 
laid hold of im; to carry me over. All seemed bent 
upon having something to do with me, even if they 
carried mo over pieciMiieal ; hut I selected two of tlio 
strongest, m itli little more than one eye between them, 
and keeping the rest off as widl as 1 could, was boriic; 
over drysliod. Ap]>roaehiiig, the three great pyramids 
and one small one arc in.vieM*, towering higher ami 
higher above the plain. 1 thought I was just upon 
them, and that 1 could almost toucli them ; yet 1 wa.s 
more tliaii a mile distant. Tlic nearer I approached, 
the more their gigantic dimensions grow upon me, 
until, wlum 1 actually reached them, rode up to the 
fir.st layer of stones, and saw how' very small I Mas, and 
looked up their sloping side.s to the lofty summits, tluy 
seemed to have groM’ii to the size of moiintaiiis. 

Tlie base of the great pyramid is about 8(11) feet 
square, coMudiig a surface id' about i leven acres, ac- 
cording to tlie best measureiiu'iit, and four hiimln i) 
an<l .‘<i\ty-one feet high; or, to give a clearer idt>a, 
starting from a base as large as \\'asliingtou i*avad<’ 
(iinmnd, it rise.s to a tapi'i iug point nearly tlirec times 
as high as Trinity ehureh stee ple. Even as I Mallo il 
around it and looked ii}) at it tVoni the base, 1 did net 
feel its immensity until 1 eommeiieed aseemling ; tlicii, 
having climbed .some distanee up, mIm-ii I -topja'd to 
breathe and look <ievvn upon my friend below, mIio mjis 
dwindled into insect size, ami up at the great distume 
between mound the .summit, tlum I reali sed in all tlu'ir 
force the hugi! ilimtmsion.s of this giant work. It took 
me twenty minutes to mount to the summit ; about tl.c 
same time that i; liad I’equired to mount the eoties »it 
-Ihna and Vesuviii.s. 'J‘he aseetd. is not, partienltir^v 
dilKciilt, at least M’itli the as.^'islanee of the Artibs. 'riuin 
are tiers of st«»iie, from one to four feet in height, 
each tM'O or three feet smaller than the one helon, 
making what are called the ,stej).'-‘. Vi.tv idteii the stej s 
Mere so high tliat I could not reach them with my feet. 
Indeed, for the ino.'^t part, 1 was obliged to elimh Midi 
yny kiice.s, deriving great assistance from the step Mhich 
one Arab made for me Mith his knee, and the helpinr 

j liaml of anoilu r above. 

I It is iif>t what it cnee Mas to go to tlie pyramid". 
They have become regular lions tor the multitudes 'A 
travellers ; hut .still, common as the jom*jn*y lias ht 
conic, no man can stand on the to]) of tlie great pyia 
mid of (.'h<‘ops, and look out iqiou the «lark mountain • 
of Mokattum bordering thi' .Viahian desert ; upon tin 
a; -ieiit city of the riiaraohs, its duines, its liainsqu' s 
and niinm.ds, glittering in tin; light of a, vertical snn ; 
upon the rich valley of tin; Nile, ainl the “ idver '>1 
Egypt” re ling at his feid ; (lie long range of j>yranhds 

I ainl tombs extending along the edge of tlio (Ipsert to 
the ruined city of j\Iein])liis, and tin? hoiiiKiJt'ss ainl 
< l**rnal sands of Africa, Mithont i-nnsidevlug 
ment an epoch not to lie forgotten. Thousands «»1 
years roll tlirough liia mind, and tlnniglit recalls the 
11 . ell mIio built them, their myiiteriourt iise.s, the pi'Ct. 
liistoriunH, philosophers, and Marriors, who have gazed 
upon them with Moiider liki' his own. 

For Olio Mini hut yc.stm-day M'aw hustling in the streets 
of a hu.sy city, it was a thing of strange and iiulescrih- 
ablo interest to be Htanding on tho top of the great 
pyramid, .surrounded by a du/on half-miked AruW» 
forgottiijg, a.s completely as if they had never hi?on, tin 
stirring .scene.s of liis distant homo. lJut oven here 
petty vexatioms followed me, and half the interest o 
the time and scene was destroyed by the clamour o 
my guidco. The descent I found extremely easy ; 
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persoiifl oomploin of the dr/zhiess caused by looking 
down from such a height, but 1 did not And myself so 
affected ; and though the donkeys at the base looked 
]iko hies, 1 could almost have danced down the mighty 

sides* 

Tlie great pyramid is supposed to contain 6,000,000 
of cubic feet of stone, and 100,000 men are said to have 
f)t‘en employed twenty years in building it. The four 
angles stand exactly in the four points of the ofnnpass, 
inducing tlu5 belief that it was inttnided for othtT pur- 
poses than those of a sepulchre. The eiitranct! is on 
tlie nortli side. The sands of the desfirt liave encroached 
upon it, and, with the fallen stones and rnbbisli, have 
jjiiried it to the sixteenth step. (Climbing over this 
rubbish, the entrance is i*eaclie(l, a narrow jjassage 
three and a half feet square, lined witli broad blocks 
of polished granite, dosceiiding in tlie interior at an 
angle of twenty-seven degrees for about nintdy-two 
feet ; then the passage turns to the right, and winds 
upward to a sleep ascent of eiglit or nine fetd, and then 
falls into the natural passage, whieh is five feet high 
and one hundred feet long, forniing a conlinued ascent 
to a sort of landing-jdace ; in a small recess of this is 
the orifice or slialt calk'd tin* \v('ll. Moving onward 
tlireugh a long passage, the expluiaM* comes to what is 
called the Queen’s ( 'hainhers, seventeen IV'et long, four- 
teen wide, and twelve high. 1 euti'red a hole opening 
from this crypt, ami erawliiig on my hands and knees, 
came to a larger o]u.*niug, not a regular eharnber, and 
now c.mub<'red wifli fallen stones. 1 inTne<liately above' 
lliis, ascending by an imriiiied plane lined with highly 
polished granil(‘, and about 1’20 feet in length, and 
iiioiinling a short space by means of lioles cut in the 
siiles, 1 eiiteiHsl iht^ King's I 'hmnber, about tliirty-seveii 
fei't long, sevente('n feet wide, ami twenty feet bigli. 
Tlie walls of the <'hanil)(n’ are of red granite, biglily 
polislu-d, eaeli .stone reaehiiig from tin* tlo<ir to th<‘ ceil- 
ing; and the ceiling is formed of nine large slabs of 
pitlisheil granite, extending from wall to wall. Jt is 
not the least interesting part of a visit to the interior 
(»i the pyramhls, as \ou an* gro[»ing y(»iir way after your 
Avail guide, ti> feel your hand running along th<f sides 
of an eiioi'inoiis shaft, sinoolh and jmli.slierl as the finest 
marble, and to see liv the liglit of the flaring torch 
cliambers of red granite from tin' Cataracts of the Nile, , 
tlio immense Mocks .‘••tamling around ami above you, 
snuuiiii and beautifully ])olis]ied in j)laces, where, if oiir 
notions of the mramids he true, the\ wore intended 
but for few luoiTal t'Ves. At (oie end of the ehamber 
slaiuls a sareo})bagus, also of red granite ; its length is 
S('\eii t'oi’t six inciu"., depth tbret; aiid a half, bveadtli 
three Ibet lliia'i! inches. Here is supposed to have slept 
oniruf tile great riilejN of tin* earth, the king of Hie then 
greatest kingdom of tlio world, the proud mortal for 
wliom this miglity structure was raised. AN’here is In* 
ii'iw i! J'A eij his dry hones are gone, torn away by rmh* 
hiiMils, ami scattered by the w inds of heaven. 

Tliere is something curious about this sarcophagus 
hx). It is exactly llie size of the oritice which forms \ 
tht' entrance of the ]>yramid, and could not have lu'cn i 
coiivi'vi'd to its place ))y any of the now known pa.ssages ; j 
eonsfijiiently, .uiiust liav«* lieen depositml during the I 
buikling, or Mifore thi^ passage was iluishcd in its pri*- I 

! 

A few vearB ago an unfortunate' accMent happe: cU at this ' 
ryrniiiul. An IhiRli otl’n i r. Mr 'NI,, wiio Ii.atl coino up the Kcd 
t'eiifiom India with his friend, had luoiniti'd to tlic top, e.iid, 
wliiltOiis friend wjis loolfini: rmotlier way, Mr .'f. wa* waHiifiR 
Jiroutid tho iijtper layer stones, .and fell ; lii* rolled dnwn eigiit 

ten stejm, ami <*iinj?ht; fvpv :i inoinent he turned up his taco 
''ithan expressi<in that his frieinl of as horriWo beyond 

ah description, when his head sank, his urusp ivlaxed. and 
l‘ilehed headlong, rolling over and over to the bottom of the pyt?i- 
iiiid. lAery bone in his bo<ly was bi-olccn ; his corpse 

" iw sewed up in a Bade. cavriiMl to Old Cairo, and buried,' aja^ his 
h'iend returned tho Bamc day to f\'uro. I'lieix) wevu.. kC 
^"^putations that Mr M. had premeditated this act,; 
ktt behind him his watch, money, and pajiers, 

‘“‘imi to Miy what a glorious death it would be to die by' Hw Kg 
uom the top of a pyriunid. ShF 


sent stftte. The interior of the pyramid is excessively^ 
liot, particularly when surrounded by a number of 
Arabs and flaring torches. Leaving the King’s Cham* 
ber, 1 descended the inclined plane, and prepared to 
desticnd the well referred to by Pliny. The shaft is 
small ; merely large enough to jiermit one to descend 
with the legs astride, the feet resting in little niches, 
and hands clinging to tlio same. Having no janizary 
with me to keep them off, 1 was very much annoyed 
by the Arabs lollowing me. 1 had at first selecte<i two 
as my guides, and told the others to go away ; but it 
was of no use. They had nothing else to do ; a few 
pai'as would satisfy them tor their day’s labour ; and 
the chance of getting these, cfither from charity or by 
iinj)ortunity, made them all follow. At the mouth of 
the well, 1 again sehictediny two guides, and again told 
the others not to follow ; and, seiuling the tw'o before 
me, followed down the well, lieiiig uiy.se'lf quickly fol- 
lowed by two others. I shouted to them to go back, 
but they paid no regard to im? ; .so, coming out again, 

I could not help giving the fellow next me a blow* with 
a club, w hich sent him bounding among bis companions. 

I then flourished my stick among them, and after a 
deal of expo.stulation and tl«reatening go.sticulation, 1 
attempted the descent once more. A second time they 
followed me, and I came out perfectly furious. My 
frieiul was outside shooting, the ]>yrainids being nothing 
new to liiin, and unfortmiately I had been obliged to 
leave Paul at ( airo, and bad no one w ith me but a little 
Nubian boy. Him I could not prevail upon to descend 
tile well ; he was friglUt'iK'd, and begged me not to go 
down ; and when he .saw' them follow the si'cond time, 
and me come out and lay about me with a club, he 
began to cry, and, IxTore I could lay hold of him, ran 
away. I could do nothing without him, ainl was obliged 
to follow. There was no us(? in liailliiig with the poor 
fellows, for they madi* no n'sistance ; and f believe I 
might have brained the whole of them without one 
ottering to strilo? a lilow. Moreover, it was very hot 
and smothering ; and as tht ri* was nothing particular 
to see, nor any dii^eovi'vy to make, I concluded to give 
it up ; and calling my guides to return, in a few' moments 
escajM'd from the hut and contiiu'd air of the pyramid. 

At the base 1 found my fricsiJ silting quietly with 
his gun in his hand, and broiiglil upon him the hornet’s 
nest which lunl so worried me within. The Arabs, 
considering their work done, gathered arountl me, 
clamorous for huckshee.-^h, tind none were more impor- 
tunate tluiii tin* ft Hows who had followed me so perti- 
naciously. I gave them liberally, but this only whetted 
their appetites. Then* w as jio getting rid of them ; a 
sweep of my eluh wouhl send them away for a moment, 
but iie.tantly they would reorgainse and coiuc oil 
again, j'Uttiiig the women and children in the front 
rank. The sheik came ost<*nsilily to our ri'lief ; but I 
bad tlotdds w hether he did not rather urge them on. 

I le, how<‘ver, protected us to a certain extent, while 
w (: w ent into one of the many tombs to t>at our luncheon. 

I 'or agreat distance around then* are large tombs wbicli 
would of thoniselve.s attract the aitt'ution of the tra- 
veller, were they n(4 lost iu the overwhelming interest 
of tin* pyramids. That in which w e lunelied had a deep 
shaft in the ci ntre, leading to tho pit where the mum- 
mies had been piled one upon another. The Arabs liad 
opened and ritti'd the graves, and bones and fragments 
; were .still lying .scatt('red around. Our pei'secutora 
I w«*iv sitting* at the door of the tomb looking in iiptm us, 
and <levouring with their <*yes every morsel that wc 
put into oiir mouths. We did not linger long over our 
j iue.'\l ; aiuk giving them the fragment's, set oft’ for a 
I walk round tlie jwramid of Oepiireus, the second in 
j grandeur. 

This pyramid wa.s opened at great labour and cx- 
pcii.se by the indefatigable Bcl/oni, and a chamber 
discovered containing a sarcophagus, as in that of 
Cheops. Tho passiige, however, has now become 
! choked up and hardly accessible. Though not so high, 
I it is mucli moix* difticuft to mount tlian the other, the 
i outside being covered with u coat of liard and polled 





itLl ihib top almost perfectly smooth and 
broken* Two English officers had mounted it a few 
days hefore^ who told me that they had found the 
ascent boUi difficult and dangerous. One of the Arabs 
ntho accompanied them, alter ho had readied the top, 
became’ frightened, and, not daring to descend, remained 
banging on there more than an hour, till his old father 
dimbed up and inspired liiiu with coufidcuco to come 
down. 

A now attempt is now nn-ddiig to explore the interior 
of this pyramid, (.'olomd Vyse, an English gentleman 
of fortune, has devoted the last six months to this most 
intei*esting Avork. 1 le has for an associate in his labours 
the veteran CaA iglia, Avho returns to the pyramids ri(di 
with the exiiericnce of twenty years in exploring the 
temples and tombs of Epper Egypt. By a detailed report 
and draAving received by Mr Gliddon from Caviglia 
hiniseir, and by private letters of later date, it appeal's 
that they have already discovered a ncAV jiassago and 
anotlier chamber, containing on one of the Avails a single 
hieroglyphic. This liieroglypliic was then under the 
consideration of the savaiis and pupils of the Cliainpolion 
school in Egypt ; and Avlietln'r they succeed in reading 
it or not, Ave cannot help promising ourselves the most 
interesting results from tlie enterprise and labours of 
Colonel Vyse and C.ivigliii. 

The pyramids, like all the oilier Avorks of the an- 
cient Egyptians, are built Avitli groat regard to acenraev 
of proportion. ^J'ho sepuleliral chamber is not in tlie 
centre, but in an irregular and oui-of-tlio-\vay position 
in the vast pile ; and some idea may be formed of the 
great ignorance which must exist in regartl to the 
whole .structure aud its uses, from the iact that by 
computation, alloAving an cipial solid bulk for partition 
walls, there is sufticieut space in ihe great pyramid for 
3700 chambers as large as that containing the sarco- 
phagus. 

Next to the T-' rarnids, probahly as old, and liardly 
inferior in inte^'c^t, is the celebrated Jriphiux. Not- 
withstanding tlio great labours of (kiviglia, it is uoav so 
covered Avith sainl that it is ditlicnilL to realise llio bulk 
of this gigantic momiinent. Its head, neck, slnmlders, 
and breasts, arc .still uncovorod ; its la.ee, though Avorn 
and broken, is mild, amiable, and intelligent, seeming, 
among the tombs around it, hiio a diviniiy guarding tlie 
dead. 


Cn^PTEU IV. 

Jcnirnej'up the Nile.— An Ar.-ib burial.— to Mecca.— 
Trials of batieuce.— A. Hurricane on the Nile.— A Ti'.rlcf?h 
bath. 

On the 1st of J.'»iniury I cominoncod my journev* up 
the Nile. ]\ly boat Avas .small, for gre.ater convenience 
in rowing and toAvmg. She Avas, liewcvcr, about forty 
feet long, Avitli tAVo lino lattoeu .sails, and luaimcil by 
eight iinni, a rais or ca])tain, and a governor or pilot. 
This was to be my lioino from Cairo to the Cataracts, 
or as long as I remained on the river. There was not 
a place' Avherc a traveller could sleep, and I could not 
expect to eat a meal or puss a ni^il except on board ; 
consequently, 1 was obliged to proA'ide >jiy.‘-:eh at Cairo 
with all tilings necessary for the avIioIo A oyage. My 
outfit Avas not very <?xtravagant. It consi.sled, r.'' near 
as I can recollect, of two tin cups, two pairs of knives 
and forks, lour plates, coffee, tea, sugar, rice, mac* 
caroni, aiyl a few dozen « f claret. My licdroom fiirni 
turc3 coiLsisted (>f a niaUias.s and coverlet, Avhich in tlie j 
daytime v.ero tuclvod v.j> .v^ros to make a di .an. Ov<*r 


the head of my bed ' 


;un and pistols, and at 


the foot was a lit tie gnig shelf containing my 

llBBARY, which consisted of Travciiev’i.x 

Volney’s Travels, ndau 1: lian g mine., and 
diuiionarv. M^y only c()ni[)anioii '.va-, luy .sci’voMt; • 
as he iaiMdtifiUt to be somewhat iathnate wilb m g 1 

C of introducing Imn u* .In r, a I 
r, more familiarly Ikail, vva; . Maltc::e. 
at Constantin oplo travelling with two 
ucn; and though ij./y did not 


to like him much, t wad very Well plCCHed i^th hitn, 
and thought myself quite fortunate, on my arrival at 
Malta, to find him disengaged. He was a man about 
thirty-five years old ; stout, square built, intelligent ; 
a passionate admirer of iniins, particularly the ruins of 
the Nilo ; lionest and faithful as the sun, and one of the 
greatest cowards that luminary ever shone upon. H© 
called himself my dragoman, and, I remember, wrote 
himself such in the convent of Mount Sinai and the 
temple at Petra, though he promised to make him- 
self generally useful, and was my only servant during 
my whole tour, lie spoke I’rench, Italian, Maltese., 
Greek, Turkish, and Arabic, but could not read any 
one of the.se languages. lie had lived several years in 
Cairo, and had travelled on the Nile before, and 
understood all the little arrangements necessary for the 
voyage. 

At about twelve o’clock, then the hour Avhen at 
home my friends Avero commencing their New-year 
A'isits, accompanied to the boat by my friend from 
Alexandria, iny tir.st, last, and best friend in Egypt^ 

1 ombarkiHl ; and Avith a fair Avind, and the “ star- 
sjiangleJ banner” (made by an Arab tailor) floating 
aboA'c me, 1 coimnenccil my journey on the Nile. It 
is necessary here for every stranger to place liimsclf 
under tlio ilag of bis country, else his boat and men 
are liable to be taken at any moment by the officers 
of tlui pacha. It Avas the lirst time 1 had myself ever 
raised Ili ‘ banner of my country, and 1 felt a peculiar 
pride in the consciousness that it could protect me so 
far fr<un Jiomo. 

We t larted, as Avlu'ii I llrsl cuilnivked upon the Nile, 
Avith a fair Avind, at Eimset, and again to the gentle 
tap of the AiT.b drum Ave ])assed the great pyramids 
of Ghi/.eh and the giant monuments of 8achur:i and 
Dashoor. T^ong alier .sunset their dark outline was 
distinctly visible over the desert ; I sat on the deck 
of my boat till their vast masses lu'cinne lost in the 
darkness, ^ly situation Avas jioacI and exciting, imd 
my spirits Avere elated witli eurions exy»«'ctation ; but 
AA'itb the morrow came a very esv^ential change. 
fooling of gloom came over me wlu n I found the Aviiul 
Jtgaiiist my progress, 'fho cui ieiit was .still rupuiiJg 
cb.stiuately the same way a.s before, aud to be sO feoou 
deserted by the element that I needed, gave rather a . 
dreaiy as])ect to the long journey belni’e iiiei Tlmfr’ 
day, lioAve.ver, Ave contrived to do sometliiug ; my boat 
b« ing small, my men Avero almost conlinually ashoi’e, 
will) j-<)p(;s around their breasts, lowing ; and, occasion- 
ally, rowing across from side to .siihj would givjj uei flie 
adA'iintago of a bend in the river, when woavoi^ cai'ry 
I ail and make some progress. 

The scenery of the Nile, about hfiy mii«i| from 
Cairo, differed somewhat from the rich valley^Af tlie 
Bella, the dark moimtaina of Mokattam, in tluyneigli- 
hourhood of Cairo, bounding ibo A'alley on the Arabian 
.sid<*, Avliile on the African the desert approaclu.d I > 
the very banks of tho rivev Though travelling in a 
V ntry in Avliicli, by j^oet'e licmici', and by A\ay (*f 
Avinding off’ a period, cveiy foot of ground is said to 
possess an exciting interest, during my lirst day’.s jour- 
ney on tlr Nile 1 was tlirown very much upon my own 
resource.s. 

My gun Avas the first thing that presented itaedt. I 
hud bought it ill Cairo, double-barrelled and new, for 
fifteen dollars. I did not expect to make much use of 
it, and it Avas so very cheap that I Avas rather doubtful 
ot its safety, aud intended to maki; trial of it Avitli a 
double charge and a sIoav matcli. But Paul had anti- 
cipated me ; lie h.ad already put in tAvo enormous 
charges, and sent one of tluj boatmen asliore to try it* 

I remoustnited Avith him upon the risk to Avhich lio had 
exposed the man ; but ho anSAvered iiitho tone in Avhich 
he (like ail European servants) ahvays spoke of the 
degraded inhahitaiits of Egyyit — ‘‘Pokd ho is only 
Arab j” and 1 Avas soon relieved from J|^pp^ehcnsioll by 
the Arab 3 cturiiing, full of praises of flSogun, havJHo 
killpd Avith both shots. One tiling 
cv oil mo.a' tliau tho head wind, Ev.wiJflwiS 1 




\ bad been in (iMu^<^ilit ia^ch of a warm climate, and 
thought I had secured it in Kgypt ; hut wherever 1 
went, 1 seemed to carry with me an influence that 
chilled the atmosphere. In the morning, before I rose, 
Paul brought in to me a piece of ice as tliick as a pane 
of glass, made during the night ; a most extraordinary, 
and to me unexpected circumstance. The poor Arabs, 
accustomed to their hot and burning sun, shrank in the 
cold almost to nothing, and early in tho morning and in 
the evening w’crc utterly tiiilit for labour. 1 buffered 
very much also myself. Obliged to sit with tho door of 
my cabin closed, my coat and greatcoat on, and with a 
prospect of a long cold voyage, liy the evening of the 
gocoiid day I had lost some portion of tlu- cntliusiasni 
with which, under a wcll-lilled Piail, I liad started tho 
day before from Cairo. 

The third day was again exceedingly eobl, llie w’Ind 
still ahead, and stronger than yesterday. 1 was still in 
bod, looking tliroiigli the many ojienings of my cabin, 
and the men were on nlioro towing, wIkjii I was rouscal 
by a loud voieri of lamentation, in wliich tlu; weeping 
and w’ailing of women pi*( ‘dominated. 1 stepped out, 
and saw on the bank of the river the dea<l body of an 
Arab, surrounded by men, W(.»iiicu, and children, weep- 
ing un<l howling over it })reviuug to burial. The body 
was covered with a Avrapprr <;f coarse linc'ii <dotli, 
drawn tight over tho heail and tied nndm: llie jicel;, 
:iud fastened belwi'cn two parallel bars, inbuided as a 
barrow to oai'ry it to its grave.'. It lava little ap*rt 
before the group <>f nioiirni'rs, who sat on the bank 
ab()\o, witli tin ir oy»'S luiaied ttjwaj-ds it, weeping, and 
ajpareiit) y talking l<.» it. The w<jmu*u wa n', ibe most 
(,jii.«}>lcuuug ainoiig tlio inonriKU’s. 'I’he de:id man had 
bwn more happy in bis ('onjiexions than I imagim; tiie 
Arabs genei'adly an', if all tlio wa'.mr-n .‘•itling there 
were really Jiiov.rning his deatli. AVlietlier tb.ey w«‘i'0 
real niomiieis, or whether they were, merely going 
tliiOii'th ^ he formal jsirt of an i-;gy}»tlan Ittiiei-al cer<.'- 
jiKiny, I caiinot psay ; Imt tl:e liig tears ndled «Iown their 
ib.ek.-', and tln.dr cries sounded liice tlu^ (*verllowingsof 
distil ssed liearts. A deatli and burial .scene is at any 
tinie, soliann, and I do net know tliat it iosi's any of its 
iioleiiinity vw'ii >v]ien tlu; .sts’iio is on tin; l.».‘inlv.s of the 
Nile, and the sultji'ct a jioor iU"l opf)ressed Arab, 
liumr.u aflection probably irlows as warmly here as 
niidi']' a gibb'-d roof, and ! am di' posed to l.e ciinritable 
toih(;e\-hibitIou tliat I then l-'held : bntl could nut lu‘![) 
iii'tk'iiig thri^ tho cries liecarno loinlei’ as 1 a)>proa(*h«.'d, 
.'ind 1 had hardly seated myself a t a little di .fa.nco from 
tho corpse bofovo tlio women sci nie<l to be completely 
Ciirricil away by tb(nr grief, and with loud cries, ti*ar- 
iugtli.'ir bail* and beaming llieir ].>vcasts, throw oat tiu.dr 
anas towards tho <*oi-jise, and pi-ayed, anti wept, and 
then turned a sVay, with rhriek.s pitcuirs enough to mneu 
the heart of tho lU'.ad. 

Tlic general territorial (livi.-ioji vi' lvg^j^t, fisau time 
nnineiuorial, has becii into iipp<.r and lower ; tbelatwr 
bogiiming at tho sjiores of tlu; Ab'diterraiit'an ajid e^ 
tending very nearly to the ancient Memphis, and the 
former commencing at Menifdus and extending to the 
Cataracts. Passing by, fc/i’ the present, the luin;-; of 
Mt'inpliis, on t'he fourth day, the wdnd dead aluad, and 
tho men towing at a very slow I'ate, 1 wimt ashort? with 
«>}' gun, and about eIev<‘M o’clock in tl o >noriujig walked 
into the town of lieni Souef. Tliis fowji staiio's on the 
Libyan Bid(3 of tho river, on tlie Imrde s of a rich valley, 
the Nile running close under llm foot of the Arabian 
fountains; and coi.\tains as ils mostpi-on.incid objects, 
'‘t inosijue and minaret, nml what i.s hero called a pakiee 
01 * seraglio; that is, a large coarse building covered 
J^’ith white cement, and Jiav dug grated windows forl^ 
lui'cin, 

Hero travellers soTnetirnes leave their boatsTo tmiko 
an excursion to Mediueh t l Payoiin, the aiic|^ Oro- 
j'^dopolis, or Ar.sinoc, near the great Lake This 

laloi was in ancient days one of tho woudoti 
it Was sixty miles long (about tho si/.o ef 

Leneva), and Herodotus says that it >vai^:4mBiticial 
and that in his time the towcxdng suui^fiij|^f tNvu 


pyramid veto vkihle above its . surface. The great 
labyrln^i too, was supposed to be somewhere near this ; 
but no pyramids nor anv ruins of the labyrinth are 
now to be seen. The lake is comparatively dry, and 
very littlo is left to reward the traveller. 

At sundow'ii wo hauled up to tho bank, alongside a 
boat loaded with jnigrirns ; and building a tiro on shore, 
the two crews, witli their motley passengers, spent the 
night quietly around it. It was tho lirst time since we 
loft Cairo that wo had come in contact with pilgi'ims, 
although \vc had been seeing them from my first enter- 
ing Eg}q)t, Tliis w'as the season for the pilgrimage to 
Mecca. Tho groat caravan was already gathering at 
Cairo, while numbers not wishing to wait, were seen on 
all parts of tho Nile on their way to Kenneh, from 
thcnco to cross the desert to (Jossier, and down the Bed 
Sea to the Holy City. They were coming from all 
j)arts of the MiiHsulman dominions, poor and rich, old 
and young, women and children, almost piled upon each 
other J)y scores, for several months exposing themselves 
to all inamu r of hardships, in olnMlienco to one of the 
principal injunctions of the Kora.u, onec iii tVicir lives 
to perform a pilgrimage to Alecca. 

On tlio 5th the wind was still dead ahead ; the men 
continued to tow, but witliout making tnucli jirogress; 
and the day dragged heavily. On tho Cth, I saw an- 
other burial, liarly in tlr.' niorning Paul called me to 
look (iut. V/o were lying in company with another 
boat, fast lo a littlo island of sand nearly in the middle 
of the river. I got up e.xeet dingly cold, and saw a dead 
man lying on the jjanJ, liis limbs drawn up and stitt*. 
Ho vvas a boatman on board tho olhej.* j^oat, and had 
died dnrii5g the night. A group of Arabs were sitting 
m.*ai* making (-•oTlee, while two wore ])i’eparlng to wash 
tin.' body previous to burial. They brought it down to 
the rnargi!! of tlio aavr, and laid it carefully U})OU the 
siiinl, then \va‘dicd it, pressed do'vn the drawn-iip legs, 
and wrapped it in ■fiagmeiils of Tattered garments, con- 
tributed Ity lii.s feiiow-])oatmen, who eould ill spare 
even tliese scanty rr.gs : e.iid ];'\ ing it willi great decency 
a little way from ibo river, ji.inod t;:e other group, and 
sat down wiib* groat, giavlty t*) [ ijies and collce. In a 
' Ibw uKunents tAvo of t.ljt.'in ro-r, and going a littlo apart, 
with their l.):ire liand.s scniti'ln.'il a shallow grave ; and 
the poor Arab was left on a little saudbank in the "Nile, 
TO bo covered ill auotlu'r soason by the mighty river. 
He Avas an onfii-e •stranger, Ijaviug come on board the 
e\’eMin;.c liomro Ills boat .set <uit from Cadro. In all pro- 
ba])iiity, h«.‘w:is one of an immense mass which swarms 
in tl'.e crowded st'veets of Cairo, wiilioat friends, occu- 
pjition. »>r sottli. 1 !!'.( aus of living. 

(Jn the 7th t.!;o wind wag still aljcad and blow'ing 
strong . id the air was very cold. Having no books, 
no soHaly, and no occupatlou except talking with. 
I’anl and my boati u n, and flu stragghrs on shore, I 
b(;ean:C (lispirit-'d, and rat, liour after hour, wrapped 
ill my gro.'itcoat, (ioliberaliitg whether 1 should not tum 
back* One of tho most vi. xatlmis things was tlio satis- 
faction upparoutiy eujvA' d by all around me. If we 
bauled up alongside another boat, we w< i‘e siiro to find 
tlio crew sprawling i^x’ut in a most perfect state of con- 
tentment, and p! einingly grateful to tlic adverse wind 
tlijit ])rovcnteil their moving. Aly own men wei'C very 
obedient, but tliey could not control tho wind. 1 had 
a writti'u contract witli iny rai.s drawn up by a Copt in 
Cairo, iu pretty Arabic characters, and signed by both 
of us, alt hough ne.iilier knew a word of its contents. The 
ca])ta ill's manner of signing, I remember, was very pri- 
iniTivo ; ho dipped the end of liifi iinger in the ink, and 
pvo'sed it on the papex*, and in so doing seemed to con- 
sider that ho had sold himself to me almost body and 
^0lll. ‘‘ .[ know I aui obliged lo go if Howoga says so,** 
was his ’jivai'iable answer ; but though peiTectly ready 
to go wlicnover tlici’e xvas a chance, it was easy enough 
to SCO that they vvere all quite as contented when thex'e 
was none. Several times 1 was on tl;o pi>iut of tuiniing 
\y ck, the wind drew down the river so inviiiugly ; but if 
I returned, it was too early to go into ir^yria ; and Thebe8| 
“ Thebes with her hundred gates,'** beckoned mo on. 





. On Iliad not made much more thandfky 

md^ and the wind was still ahead, and blowing 
singer than ever ; indeed, it seenwd as if this morn- 
ihg, for the first time, it had really commencea in 
earnest. I became despei*atG and wtiiit ashore, resolved 
to wear it out. Wo wore lying along the bank, on the 
Xiibyan side, in company with filtticu or tw'eiity boats, 
wind-bound like ourselves. It was near a little mud 
village, of which J forgt't the name, and several Jle- 
douiii tents were on the hank, in one of which 1 was 
sitting smoking a pipe. The wind was blowing down 
witli a fury 1 iiave never seen surpassed in a gale at 
seji, hriugmg with it the? light sands of the desert, and 
at times covering the river with a thick cloud which 
prevented my .si>eing across it. A clearing uj) for a 
inomont showed a boat of the largest class, heavily 
laden, and coming down Avilh astonishing velocity ; it 
was like the llight of an enormous bird. She was 
under bare poles, but small portions of tlui sail had got 
loose, and the Arabs were out on the very einls of the 
long spars getting them in. One of the ])oatiiion, with 
a rope under his arm, had plunged into the river, and 
with strong swimming reached tlie bank, where a hun- 
dred men ran to his assistance. Their united strength 
tunied her boAvs around, up stn'ani, but nothing could 
stop her ; sttu-n foremost she dragged the avIioIo posse 
t)f Ai’abs to the bank, and broke away Irom them per- 
fectly ungovoriiablo ; Avhirling around, her bows j)itelied 
into *our licet Avith a loud crash, tore aAvay several of 
the boats, and carrying one olV, fust lu(dvc<l as in a 
death-grasp, .she resunn^d her headlong course down 
the rivei*. 'fhey had gone but a I'cav rods, Avheu the 
stranger j>itcliod her bows under and Aveiit down in a 
moment, bearing her lu^lpless companion also to the 
l)Ottoni. it Avas the most exciting incident 1 hud seen 
upon the river. 'J'ho violence of the Aviiid, tlie swift 
movement of the boat, the crash, thi} \>ild figures of 
tlie Arabs on shore and on board, oin; in a red dress 
almost on the of the long spar, his turban loose 
and streaming in tin; wind, all iVuaued a strange and 
most aTjirnating scene. 1 need scarcely say that no 
lives were lost, for an Arab on the bosom of his beloved 
I'iver Is as safe as in his mud <?ahiu. 

On the fftli the Aviiid Avas as contrary as ever ; but 
between rowing and toAving Ave bad managed to craAvl 
up as far as Minvedi. Jt Avas the seasou of the liama- 
dau, when for thij‘ty davs, from tli<‘ rising to the sotting 
of the sun, the folIoAvtTs of tlie Prophet are forbidtJen 
to eat, drink, or i?ven simdic, or take the bath. ]\Iy 
first inquiry Avas for a l>ath. It Avoiild not be heate<l 
or lighted up till eiglit o’chick ; at eight o'clock 1 Avenf, 
and was surprised to find it so largo and comfortable. 

I AA*as not lung surprised, however, f«»r 1 fouiul that no 
sooner Avas the sacred prohibition r(Mnovo<l, than tin? 
'J’urks and Arabs began to pour in in throngs j they came 
Avithout any ^(^spect of jiersons, the haughty Turk with 
his pipe-bearing slave au<l the poor Arab boatman ; 
in sliort, tjveiy one avIio could raise a few paras. 

It Avas certainly not a very sfd(;ct company, ror over 
clean, and probably very h‘AV Europeans Avould have 
stood the thing as I did. My boatmen Avere all there. 
They Avere my servants, said the rais, and Aveie bound 
to follow me every Avhere. As 1 was a Frank, and as 
Bucli exjiected to pay tefn times as much as any one 
else, 1 had tlie host place in the bath, at the load of 
the great reservoir of hot Avater. My white skin made , 
me a marked object among the swarthy figures lying I 
around me ; ami half a do/.<‘n of the op<Tati\'cs, lank, 
bony billows, and perfectlyjiakcri, came u}) and claimed 
me. They settled it among themselves, however, and 
gave the pnfenmee to a di d d-iip old imin more than 
ftixty, a perfect living ski 1* tim, wlio bad been more than 
forty years a scrubber in the bath, lie took mo through 
the fit*<^k|^occsB of rubb g Avith the gh) i.- c^nd hrush, ; 
^lid M|B|||hrown over me a copious blution f av,- hu 
to r(,‘COA er at leisure, 1 lav on the im rbh* 
|ho border of the roKorvoir, uidv tvv(. 
Jlbove the surface of the water, into which 
ffiul and found it excessively hot ; but the 



old man, satisfied with his exevtloii in jobbing me, 
on the edge of the reservoir, with liis feet and lega 
hanging iii the water, with every appearance of satis- 
faction. Presently he slid off into the water, and, sink- 
ing up to his chin, remained so a moment, dreAv a long 
breath, and seemed to look around him Avith a feeling 
of comfort. I had hardly raised myself on my elbow 
to look at this phenomenon, before a fine brawny fellow, 
who had been lying for some time torpid by my aide, 
rose sloAvly, slid oft' like a turtle, and continued sinking, 
until lie, too, had imraorsod himself up to his chin. | 
expressed to him my astonishment at his ability to 
endure such Imat ; but he told mo that ho was a boat- 
man, bad been ten days «*oming uj) from Cairo, and 
Avas almost frozen, and his only regret Avas that iho 
Avati'i* Avas not much hotter, lie had hardly arisAvoreil 
me before another and another followed, till all llu* 
dark naked figures around me had vanished. By tlu* 
fitful glimmering of tlie little lani})s, all that I eould f^iM' 
Avas a parcel of slniAcil lieads on the surface of tia* 
Avater, at rest or turning slowly and quietly as on pivot;-!. 
Most of them seemed to be enjoying it Avitli an air of 
quiet dreamy satisfaction ; but tlic man Avitli Avlioin I 
had spoken first, seemed to lx* carried beyond tl;u 
bounds of Mussulman gravity'. It ojieratcd upon him 
like a good dinniT ; it made him loquacious, and lu; 
urged ino to come in, nay lie even hecanu? frolicsonx* ; 

I ami, making a lieavy surge, threw a large body of t)ic 
j Avatm* over tlu^ nuirblo on wliieli I Avas lying. 1 alim»si 
! screamed, ami started ii]> as if niclted lead had bcf a 
I poured n])Oii me; even whiK* slamiing nj), it seeim'd to 
1 blister the soles of my feel, and 1 was ol>lig<'d to keep u)i 
! a ilaneing moA'ement, ehaiiging asfast as J could, to tin* 
astonishment of the dozing bailiors, ami the utter eoii- 
I sternaliun of my would-be frieml. Boused too nuu h 
I to relapse into tlu^ quiet luxury of })erspiration, I Wi iir 
ijitoanotber apartment, of a e(n>ler l(?mperatui*e, wlxfvc, 
after remaining in a l>atli of moderately v. arm w.ater, 1 
Avas wrapjied up in Imt clotlis ami towels, and eomlmaed 
into the great chamber. • Here 1 si'lected a corn'll, and, 
throwing myself upon it, gaAe mysi lf to ilu* operators, 
wlio now took I'liarge of me, ami well did they sii.staia 
ilie high rejuitation of a Turkish bath : my anus .wen* 
gently laid upon my breast, Avlu're tin* knee of a. jiowevl'ul 
man pressed upon them; my joints were craekej' and 
jndh.'d; back, arms, the palms of llie bands, tlioi;r?o]L'S 
of the feet, all visited in succession. 1 had been Iham- 
pooeil at Smyrna, Constant inople, andt .'airo; b(|i wli<> 
would have thought of being carried to the .s%ei)lh 
heaven at tlie little town of Minyeh ' Tlie men w|Lb liad 
me in Iiaml Avere perfeet amateurs, t'ntluisiasts, wprdiy 
of rubbing tlie hide of the sultan liimself ; ami ) ipi* 
and eolVee tliat followed Avore Avortliy', too, of thi^j.sami' 
mighty seigneur. The large room was dimly l^hted, 
ami, turn Avhieh way 1 Avould, there was a nakei^ody, 
apparently Avithout a soul, lying torpid, and turned ut 
Avill hy^ a couple of workmen. 1 had had soim* fSs of 
the plague ; and I’aul, tliough lie felt his f«iars graffluilly 
dispelled by the soothing piocess Avhieh he nmlerweiit 
a. o, to the last continued to keep particularly ck ar of 
touching any of them. But 1 lidt the bath a different 
man; all iny moral as well as pliysieal strongtli was 
r<mse(^ ; T no longin' drooped or looked back ; and tliougli 
llie niiul Avas still blowing a hurricane in iny teeth, 1 
was bent upon Thebes and the Calaraeis. 

CHATTER V. 

PporliiiR on the Nile. — A necluse.— An llgyptlan Ilcbc.— — 
A AVolf-raco among the Tombs.— Advonture Avith a Governor. 

Jammry l.'b — Tn the morning, the first thing I <lkl "as 
to bIiooc at a llock of diicim, the ne.xt to shoot at a cro- 
codile. 11c was the first 1 had seen, and avos jyh^ 
a sandbank on an island in the middle* of the 1 

might as avcII have tliroAvn a stone at him, for 
out of range twice over, and his hard skin AvouldJjA'ji 
laughed at n.y bird-shot, even if 1 had hit him ; * 

did AA'hat every traA'cller on the Nile must do, 
at a cr^odilo* I mot several travellers, all abunt^w 


provided with ^t«iml«, and believe we vrere alxmt tiau child in whom one can take any int^eet. It wa^- 
f.qually eiiecesai'ul. I never killed any, nor did they, the only time such a thing ever occurred to me ; and 
During the^ day the wind abated considerably, and to- really she exhibited so much beauty and grace, such a 
wards evening it was almost calm. My boat rowed as mild, open, and engaging expression, and such propriety 
easily as a barge, and we were approaching Manfaloot. of behaviour, as she walked by my side, urging on the 
l\)r some time before reaching it, there is a change in donkey, and looking up in my face when I asked her a 
the appearance of the river. ^ question, that I felt ashamed of myself for riding while 

The general character ol^ the scenery of the Nile is she walked. But, tender and delicate as she looked, 
tliat ot a ricli valley, irom six to eiglit or tt;ii mik;s wide, she would have walked by the side of her donkey, and 
divided by the river, and protc’cted on either side from tired down the strongest man. She was, of course, the 
the Libyan and Arabian Deserts by two continuous and child of poor parents, of whom the donkey was the chief 
j)iirallcl ranges of mountains. These are tlie strongly support. The father had been in the habit of going out 
marked and distinguishing features ; and from Cairo to with it himself, and fre(pieiitly Uikitig the little girl with 
the Cataraets, alnn)st the only vari(?ty is that oceiisioiied him as a compariiou. As she grew up, she went out 
by the greater or less distance of these two ranges, occasionally alone, and even among the Turks licr in- 
Before approacliing Maidaloot they changed their direc- teresting little figure made her a favourite; and when 
tion, and on the Arabian side tlui dark mountains of all the otlier donkeys wcM*e idle, liers was sure to be 
Mokatt;im advanced to tlm very border of the river. engagtHl. Tliis, and many otlier things, I learned from 
Hero wo began to approach the eternal moiminonts her own pretty little lips on my way to Siout. 
or Egyptian industry. For a long distance tlio high Siout stniids about a mile and a half frr)m the river, 
range of rocky mountain was lined with tombs, their in one of the richest valleys of the Nile. At the season 
open doors inviting us to stop and examine them; but of inundation, when the river rolls down in ail its 
most provokiiigly, now, for the first time since the day majesty, the whole iiitermcdiatt; country is overflowed ; 
^^e started, the wind was fair. It had been my pecu- and boats of the largest si/.e, steering their course over 
liai’ly bad luck to ha ve a eontinuanee of licadwinds on a the waste of waters by the projecting tops of the palm- 
p:»rt of the river where there was nothing to see ; and trees, come to iinehor under the walls of the city. A 
almost the very monieiit 1 came to an object of interest, high causeway from the river to the city crosses the 
tiic wind became favourable, ami was sweeping ns along plain, a comparatively unknown and unnoticed, but 
buantifnily. Dih? of tlie few pieces of advice given me stupendous work, which for more than 3000 years has 
at (lairo, of wbicli my own obsinwatioii taught me the resisted the headlong eiirrent of the Nile at its highest, 
wisdom, was, witli a fair wind never to stop going np ; and now stands, lik(r the pyramids, not so striking, but 
and ibonglv every tomb sim-iiumI to reproach me for my an equally eminring, and perhaps more really wonder- 
mgleet, we went resolutely on. ful, inonuinciit of JCgyptian lalxnir. A short distance 

In oiK^ of tiio tombs lives an old man, who has been before reaching the city, on the right, are the handsome 
tiurti more than fifty years; and an old wife, bis com- palace and garden of Ibrahim Pacha. A stream winds 
pfniion for more than half a (x-ntury, is th» re with him. through the valley, cvosscil by a stone bridge, and over 
His children live in L'pi'or Egypt, and once a*year they this is the enti’ance-gato of the city. The governor’s 
cume to visit their parcjits. The old man is still hale palace, th(‘ most imposing and best sti'iietnre I had seen 
and str(>ng ; at night a. light is always burning in Ids since tin* cdta<lel at t airo, sianding first w ithin the walls, 
t(»:iil*, a basket is c<»ustantly let down to reecdve iluj scenual like a w'tirder at the door. 

»)ll» riiigs of tile eiiarlialile, and fV-w travidlers, c-veu The large courtyard befoia' rlie door of the palace 
aiiiong tlie poor Arabs, ever j»ass without leaving their contained a gronj* of idlers, mostly otlicers of the house- 
iiutcs foi* tile recluse of the scjuilehres. liohl, all well armed, and eaiTying themselves with 

It was dark when \\v. arrived at Maidaloot, but, being the usual air of Turkish conceit and insolence. Sitting 
die' season of tlm Banuidan, the Mussidinaii day had on one .side, with lai-go turbans and long robes, mi- 
jii'.t lifgnn ; tlie bazaar.s were o]ten, and the cook and arimal, and with tJio large brass inkliorn by tlieir sides, 
cnd'ce sliops tlironged witii 'riuks and Arabs iiidem- tlie l)adge of their peaceliil and inferior, if not degrad- 
iiifving themselves for their long abstiin nce. My boat- iiig profession, was a row of (.’opts, calling themstdves, 
iiicii wanted to stop foi* the night ; Init as I would not ami believed to he, tlie descendants of the ancient 
slop for iny own jileasun* at the tombs below, I of Egyptians, liaviiur, as tliey say, preserved their blood 
course would not stop here for tlu'irs ; and after an intact during all the elia.nges of their country. Boasting 
liour or two .sjieiit in lounging through tlie ba/aars and ilu* blood of the ancient ligyptians, with the ruins of 
leaking a few necessary purchases, w e were again under the mij .ty templi s in w hich they worshipped, and 
way. * ' the inigiiLV tombs in whicli they were buried, staring 

At. about eight o’clock, w ith a beautiful wind, f sailed them in tin? face, tlioy wore sitting on the bare earth 
into the Iiarbour of Sioiit. 'J’liis is iho large.st town on at tlu? <loor of a petty tlelegato of a foreign master, a 
tile Nile, and tlie capital of I pper Lgypt. Brighter race of degraded beggars, lifeless and .sjuiiless, content 
prospects iiow' o|Mmed njioii me. The wind that Jiad toreceiNe, as a grace from the hands of a tyrant, the 
I'liUight ns into Siout, and was rca<ly to carry ns on wretcho'd privilege (>f living as slaves in the laud where 
iarther, was not the cold and cheeriess one that for tlieir fathers reigiieil as inaster.s. 

more tliaii two weeks had blown in my teeth, but mild, 1 do not believe tkai, the contents of all the bazaars 
balmy, and reA-esliiiig, raising tlie drooping head of the in Sitmr, one of tiio largest towns in Egypt, were worth 
invalid, and making tlie man in health feet like walking, as nnicli as the .'-'ockol an ordinary dealer in dry goods 
rumiing, climbing, or clearing lenecs on borsc'back. in Bmadway. Jhit these are not the things for which 
Among the bourriquieres who surrounded mt' f lie mo- the traveller stops at Siout. On the lofty mountains 
inciitijninjieil on the bank, was a beautiful bright-eyed o\erIooIiing this richest valley of the Nile, and pre- 
bttlo Arab girl, about oiglu years old, leading a donkey, tecting it from the Libyan Desert, is a long range of 
•uid llonrishing a long stiek with a grace that would tombs, the burial-place of the niicitmt Egyptians ; and 
bavi; .shamed tiu* host pupil of a fashionable dancing- looking b»r a moment at the little Mahonmiedan bury- 
luiistcr. By some accident, inore iver, her ftico jMidf iiig-groiiiid, the traveller turns with wonder from tho 
bands were clean, and she seemed to he a little city he has left, and asks, Where is the great city 

'<Mirite among her ragged companions, who tfe1li)Jl^ which had its graves in tho sides of yonder mountains I 
" ith a gallantry and politeiios.s that would Where are the people who despised the earth as a burial- 

bonour to the ballroom of the dancing-master place, and made for themselves tombs in the eternal 

Leaving her witliout a cunqxditor, they dop&>M^^B granite 

‘>f the pleasure of showing my preference ; and The mountain is about as far from the city as tlie river, 

self under her guidance, I followed her iiimbh^BE and the approach to it i.s by another strong causeway 
oil the road to Siout. 1 malic special over the same bcautirul pia'in. Leaving our donkeys at 

little girl, becaiiiso it is a rare thing to see an following the nimble footsteps of my little 



Wd cUmbed t)y ascent to the first 

r^ge of tombs. They ^ye^ > the first 1 hft<t seen, and 
are but little visited by iers ; and thoiiijh I after- 
wards saw all that were in Egypt, I still consider these 
well worth a visit. Of the fii'st wt? entered, tho enti'anco 
chamber was perhaps forty feet square, and adjoining 
■ it, in the same range, were five or six others, of which 
the entrance-chambers had about the same dimensions. 
The ceilings were covered with paintings, finished 
• with exquisite taste and delicacy, and in some places 
fresh as if just executed ; and on the walls were hiero- 
glyphics enough to fill volumes. Behind tho principal 
chamber were live or six otliers nearly as lai'ge, with 
SDialler ones on each side, and running back perhaps 
150 feet. Tho back chambers were so dark, and their 
atmosphere was so unwholesome, that it was unplea- 
sant, and perhaps unsafe, to explore them ; if we went 
in far, there was always a loud rusliing noise, and, as 
Paul suggested, their innermost recesses might now 
be tho abode of wild beasts. Wishing to see what 
caused the noise, and at tho same time to keep out of 
harm’s way, we stationed oursclvcis near the back-door 
of tho entrance chamber, and I fired my gun within ; 
a stream of fire lighted up the darkness of the se])ul- 
chral chamber, and tho report went grumbling and 
roaring into the innermost recesses, rousing their 
occupants to phrensy. There was a noise like the 
rushing of a strong wind ; tho light was dashed from 
Paul’s hand ; a soft skinny snlistanco struck against 
my face; and tlioiisands of bats, wild with friglit, came 
whizzing forth from every part of tlie toinli to the only 
avenue of escape. W(i threw ourselves down, and 
allowed the ugly frightiuiod birds to pass over us, and 
chen hurried out ouvsolvog. For a nniinciit I felt guilty ; 
the beastly birds, di’ivon to the liglit of day, wore 
dazzled by the glorious sun, an<l, tlyiiig and wliirling 
blindly about, wore dasliing fhoiusoives against the 
rocky side of tlte mountain, and falling dead at its base. 
Cured of all wksji to exp](»re very tleeply, but at tho 
same time ndiiM ed from all fears, we eontinnod going 
from tomb t*) tomii, looking at tho piciure.s on the walls, 
eridcavonriiig to mala) out the details, uduiiriiig the 
beauty and fresJiiios.s of tin' colours, and .speculating ujuui 
the niysteriouH hieroglypliie.s which mocke'd our feeble 
knowledge. Wo were in one of tlie last when wo w< ro 
startled by a noise difieront from any we had yet heard, 
aud from the d<«or loading to the daric r< ees?,es within, 
foaming, roaring, and giui'^hing hi.s toeili, (>ut I'.an an 
enormous wolf : eiosc upiin his lieels, in liot pursuit, 
came another, and almost at the door of the tomb they 
grappled, fongbt, growled fearfully, rolled ovc'r, and 
again the first lu’fjke loose and tied ; another cdiaso along 
the side of tlie mountain, anotlier grapple, a tierce ami 
desperate struggle, and they rolh;d over the side, and 
\ve lost sight of them. Tho whole atlair iiud been so 
sudden, the scene so stirring, and ihe interest .si> keen, 
that Paul and 1 had stoo<l like statims, onr whole souls 
thrown into our eyes, and following tlie inoveinents of 
the furious lieasts. Paul was tlio first to rcco\i,r him- 
self ; and as soon as the wolves were fairly out of sight, 
with a chiiriicteristic movement, i^idd only took the gun 
out of luy I'.and, and started in pur.snit. Jt is needless 
to .say tliat lie did not go far. 

But tho intere.st of the day wa.s not yet over. While 
walking along the edge ot the nioimtain, in spite of 
bats and beasts, still taking another and another look, 
my cars were suddenly struck with a loud voice oi‘ 
lamentation coming up from tho valley iielow ; and 
looking in the direction of j :};3 city, T saw anju*' atdiing 
over tho elevated caus»!wr>y a Jong funeral procession, 
and the voice came from th i mournors follovitig the 
corpse. 1 hey were evidently corn- g to the Mahoin- 
imodan burying- g^'ound at he lo' ■ i f the im nntai:; ; and 
diatcly lettllie tomos of the aueien;, J'igypttans io 
b^tal of one who but yestm-duy wjis a dwid.’ ?r 

beyond the regular path for rending, 
PSbmg to intercept the procession before its ar- 
lat biirving.ground, I had sometliing like the 


wolf-race I had just beheld to get do^li in time; un- 
luckily, I had sent Paul back to the ulaoe where we had 
left our cloaks and donkeys, and t)io little gild, with 
directions to ride round tho foot of tho hill and meet 
mo at tlie burying-ground. How I got down I do not 
know ; but I was quietly sitting under a largo palm- 
tree near tho cemetery when the procession came up. 
It approaclicd with funeral banners and devices which 
I could not mako out, but probably containing some 
precept of the Koran, having refereiico to death, and 
the grave, and a paradise of houris ; and the loud 
wailing which had reached mo on tho top of the moun- 
tain, here wiis almost deafening. First in the straiigo 
px'ocession came the beggars, or santons, men who avo 
supposed io lead peculiarly pure and holy lives, deny- 
ing themselves all luxuries aud pleasures, labouring not, 
and taking no heed for themselves wliat they shall cat 
or what they shall drink, and living upon tho willing, 
tliougli necessarily stinted charity, of tlieir miserable 
countrymen. I could read all this at tho first glance ; 
1 could SCO that poverty liad been their portion tlirough 
life ; that they had drunk tho bitter cup to its very 
dregs. Their beards were long, white, and grizzled ; 
over their shoulders and breasts they wore a -scanty 
covering of rags, fastened together with strings, and all 
with some regard to propriety. This ragged patchwork 
covered their breasts and shoulders only, tho rest of 
their bodies being entirely naked, and they led the 
funeral procession among a tbrt>ng of spectators, with 
heads erect and jiroud stej), iimler what, any wdiero 
el.so, would be called an imlecent and shameless expo- 
sure of person, unbecoming their cljaraeter as saints or 
lioly bi'ggars. t)ver their siioulders were slung by ropes 
large jars of water, wbieb for charity’s sweet sake, ami 
for the love of tlie soul of tho deeea.si'd, they carried to 
distribute gratis at bis grave. After them came a 
])arcel of boy.s, tlien tlio sljeiks and two oHicers of tho 
town, tin'll the corpse, tightly wi'ajiped from head to 
foot in a red .'-ash, on a bier carried hy four men ; then 
a proces.sion of men, ami more than a hundred women 
in long cotton dre.sse-.s, covering their lieads ami drawn 
over their fact'.s, so a.s ti) hid*; all except tlioir eyes. 

These ivere tlio J.'i.st, but by no me.ui.s tiie l(‘a.*:t im- 
portant part of tlie firoccssion, ns, ])y ^f'mjral consent^/ 
the wliolo bn.siness of luonrning devolved upon them; 
and the poor Arab wlio was then Ix ing trundled to his 
gr.ive, had’ no reason to comjdain r*f their m gl<:ot. 
.Smih'H ami tears are ;v w-onian’s weapons ; ami she is 
the )m;sr. to be admired, ami ha.s profited most ly the 
ailvanlage of education, wiio know.s how' to inak'* tho 
be.st use of them, ivlucation and rctini'inont can no 
doubt do wumiers ; but the most .skilful lady in ci vilistjd 
life might liavo taken b'ssoiis from the.se niiintored 
Egyptians. A group of them were standing nearing 
cliattering and iaughing until the procession came up, 
wilt'll all at once big tears started from tlmir eyes, an t 
their cries and lamentations rent the air as if their 
hearts wore bri'aking. 1 was curious to see tlie forai 
(d’ a mod('m burial in Figyjn, but 1 hesitated in Ibllow- 
iii^. Some of tho Anibs liad looked rudely at me in 
passing, and I did not know wliotlior tho bigoted Mus- 
sulmans vould tolerate tlio intrusion of a stranger aiid 
a Christian. 1 followed on, however, looking out lor 
Fan’, aud fortunately met him at the gate (»f the bury- 
ii'g-ground. The sheik was standing outside, ordering 
and arranging; and 1 went up to liiui witli Paul, and 
asked if there were any objection to my entering; he 
n *t only porinitted it, but, telling me to follow him, 
w'ith a good »leal of noise and an unecremonious U!?u ot 
tile .scabbard of Ins bW'ord, lie cleared a way through 
tho crowd ; and even rouglily breaking through the 
rallies of tho women, so us materially to disturb then’ 
business of mourning, and putting back friends and 
irelatiuiis, gave me a place at the liea^ of tho tomb. J 
was square, with a round top, built of Nilo mud, am 
i^IiitcwaHlicd ; two men were engaged in oponmg i > 
t^ich was done simply by pulling away a ibw stoneS) 
oopifjg put tJie sand with their Imnds. In iron • 
few fee^from the door, eat the old mother, »o o 


as to bd hiU^iy ooi^tcious of what was passing around 
hor, and probably^ long before this, buried in the same 
grave ; near her was the widow of the deceased, dressed 
ill silk, and sitting on the bare earth with an air of total 
abandonment ; her hands, her breast, the top of licr 
head and her face, plastcx*ed with thick coats of mud, 
and hei* eyes fixed upon the door of the tomb. A few 
stones remained to bo rolled away, and the door, or 
rather the hole, was opened ; the two men crawhid in, 
remained a minute or two, came out, and wiait for the 
corpse. The poor widow followed them with licr eyes, 
and when they returned with the body, oarefiilly and 
slowly dragging it within the tomb, and tlie feet and 
the body had disappeared, and tlie beloved head was 
about to bo shut for over from her eyes, she sprang up, 
and passionately throwing her arms* towards the tomb, 
broke forth in a perfect plirensy of griel'. “ Twenty years 
wo have lived together; wo liave always lived liaj^pily ; 
you loved me, you ivere kind to me, you gave mo bread ; 
what shall 1 do now? 1 will never marry, again. 
Every day I will come and wee}) at your tomb, rny love, 
my life, my soul, my heart, my eyes. Remember mo 
to my father, reimanber me to my brother,'’ A,e. &c. 

1 do not remember half she said ; but as Paul translated 
it to nio, it seemed the very soul of pathos ; and all this 
time she was walking distractedly beloro the door of 
the tomb, wringing her hands, and again and again 
j)Iastering her face and breast w ith mud. The mourn- 
ing women occasioixilly joined in (rhorus, the santons 
osientatiously crying «iut, “ Water, for tlie love of God 
and the Prophet, and tlie son! of tlie deccas<ni and 
a little girl about seven or eiglit yc'ars old was standing 
on the top of tin? louib, naked as shu was boi-ii, eating 
a piesjo of sugar <rane. Paul looked rather snspieiouoly 
upon the whole ulVair, jiartieularly upon tliat part where 
she a\owed her dete'nuinalioii nov<'r to marry again. 

The old i3o«*l/.ebuli,” sai«l he j she w ill marry to-iuor- 
j-ow, if any cue asks In r.’’ 

Leaving ll»e burying ground, wo returned to Siout. 
0i\ my way 1 made acipiaintaiieo with tlu; govi-rnoi , 
nut only of that place, hut also of all l.’p\-e.r Pgyi't, a 
j'aeha with two or three tails; ji gnat man by virtue 
<.:i his olfico, and mucii greau-r in his own eoneeji. 1 
saw eoining towards mo a large*, lijie-lockii.g man, 
splendidly dressed, mounted on a line itorse, with two 
riiiiuers before iiiin, ami .several uiHeers and slaves at 
bis side. 1 w’iu} ratiier struck wiiii bis ai>pear.'uice, and 
lucked at him attentively as 1 passed, wiiimut, liowever, 
saluting biin, whieli J would have done bad I known 
liis rank. I thouglii be returned my ga/a; wiiii interest ; 
and, in pa.s.sing, olich roinijim d to lierp iiis eyes llxed 
upon the other, to Srueli a degn'e that we must eiiln r 
Iiav;.? twisted onr Decks oil' or turned our bodies, d'he 
latii.r was llie easier for ]<otli ; and we kej't. turniiig, 
he on lau’sehack and I on lout, nmil vv<‘ i'ouml ourselves 
directly facing each other, ami then holh stopped. Jlis 
guards and attc ndants turned w ith him, and, silent as 
faiatues, stood looking at me. 1 had noiliing to say, 
and so 1 stood and said nothing. His mightiness opened 
Ids lips, and his myrmi<lons, with their luimis on their 
sword-hilts, looked as if tliey exp(‘Cieil an order to deal 
with me for ^my unparalleled a.ssuraiice. liis mighti- 
ness spoke, and J have no diuibt but ilie Turks around 
bill! tliought it was the ne plus ultra of dignity, and 
Wondered such words bad not confounded n e. JJut it 
Was not very easy to confound me with wpx’ds I could 
not understand, ullliough 1 could perceive tl^at there 
waa nothing very gracious in bis inanijjpr., Paul an- 
swered, and, after the governor liad turp< 
told me that his first address was, “ Do 1 " 
thing?” which he followed up by shij>pu>j 
the neck, and saying, in the same tone, * 
norso ?” I^aul says that he answered in a . 

<Jignity, “ A cat may look at a king though, 
pale cheeks and quivering lips, 1 am incb.ned 
whotlier he gave so doughty a reply. 


voya^ up the Nile, in uoriiigrovet* my books an4 
I had frequently founa^^iy attention fixed upon tile 
great Oasis in the Libyatf^eseid;. A caravan road rung 
through it from Siout, aria 1 resolved, since 1 had had 
the pleasure of one interview with his excellency, to 
learn from him the particulax’s of time, danger, &c. I 
therefore hurried dowm to the boat for my firman, and, 
strong in tliis as if I had the pacha at my right hand, 
1 proceeded forthwith to the palace ; but my friend ob- 
served as much stale in giving audience as the pacha 
liimself. Being tlio st^uson of the Ramadan, he received 
nobody on business until after the evening meal, and 
60 my purpose was defeated. Several were already 
assembled at the gate, waiting the appointed hour; bu^ 
it did not suit my humour to sit dow n with them and 
exercise my patience, and ptii baps feel the littleness of 
Turkisli tyranny in being kept to thu last, so 1 marched 
back to my boat. 

It was still an liour before smisct ; my men had laid 
in their stock of bread, the wind was fair, a boat of the 
larg<;st size, belonging to a Turkish ofliecr, with a long 
red satin Hag, was just opening Ijcr large sails to go up 
the river, and bidding good-bye to iny little Arab girl, 
we cast off our fastening to llie bank at Siout. U was 
the first day 1 bad spent on sliore in tlie legitimate 
business of a tourkst, and by far tho most pleasant since 
1 left Cairo. 


^ns back. 

5 * you any 
lorsc on 
a.s your 
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Cn A PTER VI. 

Favours tluinkfully received.— Slavery In Egypt.— .ITow to 
catch a Crocodile.— An clukorate .Tokc.— Imaginary Perils.— 
Aral);) net ^(^ bad as they miglit be. 

Tiik next day, at about four o’clock, we arrived at 
|)jid«leli, furnuu’ly the capital of Ppper Egypt, and 
the largest town on the Nile. jMy humour for going 
lo llie OuMs had been gruwing upon me, and, finding 
tliat thi-re was a Tj-aek Iruin this [daci^ aho, I landed, 
and woiking my way tiirough the streets and bazaars, 
went to ihe governor’s palai.‘>.'. As 1 before remarked, 
tlu* place where the guve-’uor lives is always, by extra- 
ordinary eoiirUsy, eulied a } alaec, 

T’lie g«*\ ernm’ wa.s iu*t at lioiue ; lie liad gone to Siout, 
on a vi.sit to my liaud-ome friend the governor there, 
but bo bad left liis deputy, w lio gave us such an account 
of tile j'Uiniey and iis perils as almost put an end to it 
for ever, at lea.st so far a.s Paul was concerned.^ Ho 
said lliat tlm road was d.nngerous, and could not bo 
trav«‘lled except under the pj’oti ction of a caravan or 
guard of .Miidier.s ; that tlie Arabs among the mountainfl 
wore a liei ee and de.'-perate people, and would certainly 
cut tlie tiiroat.s of any unprotected travellers, llu added, 
liovvevf'r, tliat a caravan was about forming, wdiich 
would prokibly he ready in feiir or live days, and tha^ 
jM'rhaps, before that tune, tlie governor would return 
and give me a guard of soldieis. It did not suit my 
view.s to wait the uncertain movements of a caravan, 
nor did it suit iny pvM-ket to incur the expense of a 
guanl. bo, thanking tho gentleman for his civility (ho 
had given Um pipes and eoiiee, as usual), 1 bade him 
good-hye, and start/^'d for my boat ; bm 1 had not gone 
far before I found inui trotting at^^' heels. In the 
jialace ho had sat vvith Ids legs endfesed, with as much 
dignity a.s the governor hinjs^^ould have displayed; 
but as soon as be slid the divan, ho seemed 

to haw* left dignity betters, and pounced upon 

Paul for bucksheg|i^ I gave him five piasters (about 
equal to a quarim^Pa dollar), for which the deputy of 
the governor ufip^iddeli, formerly tho capital of Upper 
.Egyi»t, laid liijjSand upon Iris heart, and invoked upon 
my bead the Aessing of Allah and the prophet. 

At Djidd|P, for tlie first time, I saw carried on one 
of the brunches of trade on tho Nile, a trade 

which the annals of our own country, and 

the fatal ctfocwlr wdiich we still continue to experience. 
There were two large boat-IoatUfT— perhaps 500 or 000 


1 w^ exceedingly amused at the particulars of the slaves — collected at Dongola and Seiiaar, probably 
interview, and ii^mediately rosolved to cultivate the j bought from their parents for a shawl, a string of beads, 
a-cquaintance. {^iug the long days and nights of my 1 or some trifling article of necessity. Born under Uia 






burling dun of tho tro|»l<^, several of them had tod of 
cold oven before reaching tho latitude of Lower Kg^t 5 
many were sick, and others dying. They were arranged 
on board the boats and on tho banks in separate groups, 
according to their atato of health. Among them wa.s 
every variety of face and complexion, and it was at once 
startling and painful to noto the gradations of man 
descending to the brute. I could almost see the very 
lino of sepamtion. Though made in God’s image, tlu re 
seemed no ray of tho divinity within them. They did 
not move upon alhfoiirs, it is true, but they sat, as 1 
had seen them in the slave -market at Cairo, perft'ctly 
naked, with their long arms wound round their legs, 
and their chins resting upon their knees, precisely as 
we see monkeys, baboons, and apes; and as, while look- 
ing at these miserable c.'iricatnres of our race, I have 
sometimes been almost electrified by a transient gleam 
of resemblance to hiimanity, so hero I was struck with 
the closeness of man’s npju’oach to the inferior grade 
of animal existence. Nor was there much lUfi’ereiicc 
between the sick and well ; the sick wen' more pitiable, 
for they seemed doomed to die, and death to any thing 
that lives is terrible ; but the strong and lusty, men 
and women, were bathing in the river ; and when they 
came out tliey smeared themselves witli oil, and laid 
tlieir shining bodii:s in the sun, and slept hke brutes. 
To such as these, slavery to the Turk is not a bitter 
draught ; pbilanlhrojhsts may ridine and speculate, and 
liberals declaim, but what Ls liberty to men dying for 
bread, and what liardsliip is there in being sep.arated 
from the parents who have sohl iheiu, or doomed to 
labour where that labour is light compared with what 
they must endure at home ? 

In tho East slavery exists now precisely as it did in 
the days of the y^atriarcriis. The slave is received iut<) 1 
the family of a Turk in a ridation more coiifideiitiul and 
rcr^peetable than that ot an ordinary domestic ; and 
wJieii liberated, whit;h very often happens, stands upon 
the same fooling v itli a free man. Tiio curse doesimt 
rest upon liiin for ever ; he may sit at the same board, 
dip his hand in tiu^ same dish, ami, if there are no othej* 
impedimenrs, may juarry his master’s daughter. 

In tlie ev( nhig we left .I)jidd<!li, and about ten o’eh»ek 
hauled up to the bank, and rested. qni<?tly till morning. 
Next day llie wiml wa.s fair, but light, and 1 pas.se<l it 
on shore mill my gun. d’iiis same gun, by the way, 
]noved a belt r coini)aniou to mo on my journey tlum 
I JiaJ expected. 'J'ln'iv were always plenty of pigemis ; 
iinlced, ad^ancing in l'p|»cv Egypt, one of the most 
strildng features in the \illage.s on the .Nile is the 11 um- 
ber of }»ig(.'on-eut,s, built ol’ imnl in the form of a .sugar- 
loaf, ami whlievva-slu'd. Tlu*y are iimeh more b»fty 
tlian any of the houses, and tiieir winged tenants «ron- 1 
.‘'liiuie a great ])ortiou of the wealtli of the villagers. | 
It is not, liowever, allowable to shoot at these, llnr laws j 
regulating tlie rigiit of property iu a niniuls /(*.’/•</; natura: i 
being as well established on tiio banks of tlie Nile as at j 
VVe.stminster Hall ; but there are liundreds of pigeons I 
iu th(; neighbourhood of every village whicii no one I 
claims. In sf)iiie place.s, too, tle-re ’s fine 8j)ort in hunt- ! 
iiig hares ; and if a man can bri|^g himself to it, be 
may hunt the gazelle; and almost tint whole hire of the 
river, at It.'ust above Sioul, abounds .villi ducks and 
geese, 'flies*', however, are very wild, and, moreover, 
very tough ; and, except for the sport, are not worth 
ishooting. No keeping and 110 cooking could make th'un 
tender, and good niasticatois were^ thrown away upon 
them. 

Ihit t]if3 standing sii,,ts 011 tlie Nile are er*iCodilesaiid j 
pclicanis. Thu former .-lilKdioimd, a.s in tli-! da^ s when 
tho Egyptian worshij:|)* .1 tIk -ji ; and ats you sec one 
basking in the sun, on s< m-- lin.h! bank of sand, even 
in the ac^v^f firing at him, you ' an.. i help going 
to the when the | a.s.sin^ woul -’ ha\e 

bovved as to a god; and vo i may imagine tUo 

of tliG ancient river-go j, as lie feels a k ill 
his scaly .side, invoking ;ln- sbade.^ of id'- 
telling his litthi oiu;.s <>' ihe glory 
^■HHS^stors, and ciuv.dng the march of improvement, 


which has degraded him froia the deity a mighty 
people into a target for strolling touriete. 1 always 
liked to Bee a crocodile upon the Nile, and always took 
a eliot at him, for the sake of the associations. In one 
place I counted in sight at one time twenty-one, a dc- 
gree of fruitfulnesB iu the river probably casual to that 
of tho time when each of tlimii would have been deemed 
worthy of a tcinplo while living> ami embalmment and 
a miglily tomb when dead. 

While walking by” tlie river-siele, I mot an Ax’ab witli 
a gun in his hand, -wlio [minted to tho dozing crocodiles 
oil a bank bofort.* us, and, marking out a space on the 
gi*oiind, turned to the viliagtr a little back, and niarle 
me inulerjvtaiid tliat he had a large crocodile tJiero. As 
1 wa.s some distance iu advance of iiiy boat, 1 uctroiii- 
])anicd him, and found one fourteen feet long, .stuHbd 
with straw, and hanging under a palm-tree, lie liad 
lieen killed two «Uiys before, aftin* a desperate resistuneo, 
ha\ing l>een tlisabled with bullets, and [liercod with 
s))eai*s in a dozen place.s. 1 looked at him with interest 
and <‘oiiipassioii, rellecting on tlio diflereiico betwoeu 
bis treatment ami that experienced by his aneestor.s, 
but novertbelesa ojiened a negotiation for a [)iircbasc ; 
and tboiigli our languages we'iv as far apart as our 
countries, bargain sbar[)(!ns the iiiLelleet to sueli a d... 
gree that, the Arab and I soon came to an understand- 
ing, and 1 bought Iiini as ho hung, for forty iiiastersand 
a tdiargc of gunpowder. 1 had conceived a ji»ke for mv 
own amusement. A friend had r<'([ue.ste<l me to l»uy 
for him some mosaics, cameos, «Sk.c., iu Italy, whicii 
circmnstaiicos had previ'iited im; from doing, ami 1 hail 
\vriit<‘U to him, regretting my iiiabilily, and t«‘lling him 
that 1 was going to Kgy)>l, and would semi him a 
mummy «>r a ]>yramid : and when I saw the sc;iiy 
monster hanging by the tail, wit’i bis lai-ge jaws tlis- 
temled by a stick, it struck me that lie would male* a 
still better substitute Yov cameos ami mosaics, and that 
I. wouldbox him ii:>, and, without any advice, semi him 
to my friend- 

The. reader may judge how des])erat,cly I was [msh-.d 
lor amusement, when I tellliim that 1 elmckled gi'» ally 
over this liappy c«>m*<.*it ; ami luiving sent my Niihian 
to hail the boat as slie was coming by, I followa'd with 
my little menioria.l. 'fho whole village turned out, to 
e.scort us, more than a liiimlred .Vrabs, men, womeji, and 
chililren, and we dragged him down wiiii a [>omp and 
eircnnistance worlliy of liis betti'i* ihxs. I’aul look*:*! 
a little .nstoni-slu'd when he saw ino with a rope over 
my shouhl'.r, leading the \an of this ragged eseo3‘t,,{u'.(l 
rathi-r uirned up liis no.se when 1 tolil Inm iny jokfc^ 1 
had great dillieulty in g<'ttin:r my prize on Iniaidyfujlid^ 
wlieii 1 got him tln're, lie ilei amged every tiling ef^ ; 
but the first day I was so tiekled that 1 conhl liaV 
thrown all my other cargo oveil.K)ard raiher tiiaii liini. 
The .sec«)nd d.iy tie* joke was not so goinl, ami tin; third 
1 grew tired of it, and tumbled my croeodile into tlr- 
river. I followed liim witli my eye us his body llnated 
tlowni the stream ; it was muonliglit, and tlie eivaking 
of the water-wheel on the hanks suiindod like the inoaii- 
ii .spirit of an am*i<‘nt J'’gNptian, indignant at tlio 
murder and jirofaiuitiori of hi.s god. It was, [lerliap- , 
hardly worth while to mention this little ciriuinistanc!', 
but it am ised im.‘ for a day or two, brought, im; into 
mental <Mjnta<3t with iny IVumds at home, and gave me 
tile cr< ditof having my.self sliot a. crocodile, any one of 
winch was worth all tln' trouhh.; it cost me. if the 
reader will excuse a bad pnii, iu eon.sideratiou of its 
being iny.firKt and last, it was iwit a r/riy joke ; for in 
g. tting crocodile on board I Tumbled over, ami, 
very iiiij^^ilionally on iiiy part, had a January batli 

i)ui^^Kti'ly tile whole of that day, 1 was tvalkin.i? 
mi the bS^iif the river ; there w'as more tillable land 
tliau UKum on the Avabtan .side, and T continually saw' 
tlio Arabs, uake»l or with a wreath of gmua around 
their loins, drawing water to irrigate the ground, in n 
basket fa.stened to a [lole, like one of our old-fusliioned 
well polc.s. J, 

Oil the 17 th we approached Ociidcra. I ubuimy 



TEMPLE OF 

(lin»3 b'cl^k, becttuee it was then too hot to go | tain robhen 1 ever saw aye tame In eompatison. I' 
on fihoi’o, and alao/ to tell the truths becaune it Borved have seen the celebrated Owperini, who ten years ago 
to break the very long and tedious day. I was now kept in teriw the whole country between Komo and 
jjbout four hours from Dendera by land, of which two Naples, and who was so strong as to negotiate and 
;„id a half were desert, the Libyan sands liere coming make a treaty with the pope. I saw him surrounded 
down to tho riyer. It was a fine afternoon, there w'lis hy nearly twenty of his comrades ; and when he told 
,10 wiiul, ainl 1 hoped, by walking, to have a view of mo he could not remember how many murders he had 
llio groat temple before night. It was warm enough committed, he Itadied civil and harmless compared with 
then ; hut as it regularly became very cold towards a Bedouin of the di sert. The swarthy complexion of the 
(n’eiiing, I told my N^ibian to follow me with my cloak, latter, his long beard, his picfrcing coal-black eyes, half- 
To my surprise, lu> objected. It was the iirst time ho naked figure, an enorinoiis sword slung over liis back, 
had done so. lie was ahvays glad to go a^3]lore with me, and a rusty malchloek in his hand, make the best 
indeed were they all, and it was considered that I iigure for a painter J ever saw ; but, happily, he is not 
was showing partiality in always selecting liim. I asked so bad as he looks to be. 
t>ue of the others, and found that he, and in fact all of 

them, made objections, on the ground that it was a 

dangerous road. ^ , j, j, y ^ j 

'fliis is one of tho things that ve\ a traveller in 

i:.rvnt, and in the hiast g(‘i>erallv. lie will often find Temple of Demh^ra.-rractice aRuin^t Thcriry ^RegrulatinR 

the road which h.^ wislies to trsWe*! a dangerous t)ne, ' fi’eSnn.- Jhe I'n-neh ;.t («.usc of Phoivnoh.-~A^ 

,„d, thougli iu» misadventure may have happened on j h‘»;nanu>nt.-Pvep.inUnmsfoi- l>imur.~An English 

it lor years, he will find it iiiip(»ssib!(-* to get liis Arjibs 

to aecornpaxiy him. My rais look th<‘ matter in hand, Sundny^ Jamuinj 111. — At elghr, o’clock in the morning 
),cgau kicking them ashore, and swore they should all we airivc«l at (ihemudi, where, leaving my Ijoafc and 
This I would not allow. 1 knew that tho whole crew to make a lew additions to our stock, J^iul and i 
c\>iu’so of the Nih‘ was sale as the sln.'ets of J^ondou ; cross»-d over in a sort of ferry- ))oat to Dendera. 
th;\t no accident had happened to a traveller since the The temple of Dendera is one of the finest spcelmeiis 
pacha ha<l heen on the tln one ; and that women and of the arts in iigypt, and the best preserved of any on 
children might travel with perfect safety from Al<*x- tlie Nile. It stands ah«)ut a mile from the river, on 
juidria to tin? C’ataracts ; and, M*xed with tin ir idU‘ the edge of tin; desert, and coming up, may he seen at 
fears, after whipping f’aiil over their shonhlers, who I a great, distance. 'I'ln; temples of the Egyptian.e, like 
saw was <|uite as imicli infected as any of liiem, 1 went the ehapcls in (’atholic eomitri(.*s, in many instauccs 
iisiu)re alone. Banl seemed (|nie{ly making iij) his • siainl in such pt>sitions as t«) arrest the attention of the 
mind for som<' desperate movement ; without a wor<l, j pnsser-hy ; and the figyplian boatman, long before he 
he was arranging the things about the lumt, shutting j reached it, might see the open door.s of the temple of 
tip the doors of tlie cabin, buttoning his coat, and with , llendera, reminding him of his duly to the gods of his 
my cloak under lii.s arm ami a sw'ord in his hand, he ! (Mimtrv. 1 shall not attempt any destrrijUioii of tbi.s 
i'imped as]i(<n* and fellowed me. He had not gone fur, ' hcantifid temple;; its great diimuisitnis, its magnificent 
ii awcvcr, liel'orc Ids ctuirage began to fail. 'I'he Arabs. propylon or gateway, portico, and cfdnnins ; tlic sculp- 
wliom we found at their daily labour <lrawing w:iler. ; lured figures on the w'alls ; tlu.* spirit of tin* devices, and 
si 'Mued ]tarti<Milarly Idack, naktal, and hairy. 'riK’y gave i tlieir .admirabk* e\e<Mition ; the w inged globe and the 
dubious and snspieioiis answers, and wlieii we came to j sacred vulture ; tlie hawk and the ibis, Isis, Osiris, and 
till' edgi‘ of the desert, In* began to grumble outright ; lloiais, gods, goddesses. prie.>^ts, and women ; harps, 
be. (lid not want to bo .shot down likt* a dog ; if wc w('re altars, and people clapping tlnur hands; and the whole 
strong enough to make a st(»ut r( .•'istance. it wunild be interior i-overed with Iiieroglyphie.s and paintings, in 
anoilier thing, \c. Ac. In tnitli, tin* siu iie before n.s some places, after a lapses of more than *2000 years, iu 
was (Irearv (Uiougli, the desert eonmiemdng on the very colours fresji as if but the work of yesterday, 
margin of the river, ami running back to the eternal It Avas the first temple 1 had seen in Egypt ; and 
siiiuis of Africa. I'.-ul's etuirage se(*im'd to he going although 1 oiiglit not perhaps to say so, 1 Avas disap- 
Adtlj tin; green s(til wc were leaving liidiiiul ns ; and as pointed. T found it heaniifnl, far more beautiful than 
Avc advanced where the gras.s ^e^’nu•^l struggling to re- I e\p('cte«] ; Init look- at it as J Avonld, Avander around 
f in ili(' emM «)aclmu’iils of the desort, he Ava's on tlu; it as I A\ould, tlu* ruins of the .\ero])olis at Athens rose 
point of yielding to ili»' terror of his ow n iinrgiuatirtii, hefore me ; tin* severe and .stately J'otm of the i’arthe- 
untiM siigg(;sted to iiim that Ave tciild sei; for«Mi.s non : tin* h«'antlfnl fragment of the temple of Minerva, 
the whole extent of dese’ t we w re to cros . ; that ami xhe ricli t’orinthian columns of ihe temple of 
tliciv Avas not a shrnh or hu*-h to interrupt the view, Juinter, eanic upon me wi;]i a clearni'ss and vividnef» 
imd not a living thing nioA ing that, could do us liarin. lie I could not have conc.-iA ed. The temple is more than 
tiicn h(*gan to reviv«' ; it aa hs n.>t for himself, but for half buried in the .sii ml. I or many yi‘ai*s it has formed 
mo In* feared. AV(» Avalkedou f«»r about an hour, avIu ii, the mielens of a village. 'I’lu* .\rabs have built their 
fWding that it Avas safe to tnist me alone, and being huts witliin and around it, raiig«; upon range, until 
tind, he sat down on the hank, ami 1 jtroceeded. Fear ! they reached ami alnost covered the tops of the temple, 
is infectious, hi nbont half an hour more I met three | Fast year, for Avhat cause T kiioAv not, they left their 
im*n,Avho ha'd to me a pi culi.arly eiit -throat appt a ranee; lints in a body, and tlu* village, Avliich for many years 
they spoke, hut 1 , of course, could not umlerst.;md them, had cxistctl tlu re, is luiw ciitindy desvirtcd. The ruined 
At length, finding night ai^proaehiiig, I tiirm d hac*lv to lints still remain aromul the columns and against the 
nie( t the boat, ami saw that the three Arabs hadtirnuMl hrok<*n Avails. On the vi ry top is a chamber, beauti- 
h>o, and Avero ag^.n advancing to nie(;t me, which I fully scnlptured, and formed for other uses, now black- 
Ihoiight a very ifiiispicions movement. FauTs ruliculoiis ene<l Avitli snuike, and the polished llooi*s strewed with 
k j>rs had completely in fe(*ted me, ; nd 1 Avoiild iiaAg* fragments of jioitery and culinary vessels, 
dodged them if J could ; but tlu rt; avus no bn.sli to hide Nor is tins the Avorst atfiietion of the traveller at 
behind. I almost blushed at n.yself for iliiiikiiig pf Dendera. lie secs there other ruins, more lamentable 
dodging three Arabs, Avhen 1 had a double- ba^irrcliQd than the encroachments of the desert tituijhc burial 
gun in iny hand ami a pair of tii.stolR in my sash ; l i^ in tlio .sand, Avorse than the buihiing and r^| cf sue- 
1 umst say 1 Av.as not at ail sorry, hefore 1 met thi^ cessivo Arab villages; he see.s wanton destinffction by 
to luavr Jhinl .shouting to nu', and ti the barbarous hand of man. The beanti|uLeolumns^ 

‘'^hcr to 8CO my boat coming up muier full sad^ upon which tho skilful and industrious artist 

Fno wdio has never met an .Vrah in the dc^^t, can had laboured with his chisel lor montb^Hp^^UM 
Juivc no conception of his terrible appeai’ancc. 'Iho for years Avhich Avoro then looked upon 
v'oi-.st pictures of the Ituliiui bandits or Hreek moun- f rovcroncoj^and ever since Aviili adinirati'tn, 




pieces, to biiUd bridges end 
to the great ihiriern reformer. 

It is strange how the organ of mischief devSlopee 
itself when it has something to work upon. I sat 
do^n upon the sculptured fragments of a column, 
%bich perhaps at this moment forms the abutment of 
•ome bridge, and, looking at thO wreck around me, 
even wliile admiring and almost reverencing the noble 
ruin, began breaking off tlie beautifully chiselled figure 
of a hawk, and perhaps in ten minutes had demo- 
lished the work of a year. 1 felt that I was doing 
wrong, but excused myself by the plea that 1 was 
destroying to preserve, and saving that precious frag- 
ment from the ruin to which it was dooincd, to sliow 
at homo as a .specimen (<f the skill of the Old World, 
So far 1 did well enough ; but I went iiirtlior. 1 was 
looking intently, though almost iineonscion.sly, at a 
pigeon on tlie head of Isis, tlm capital of one of the 
front columns of the temple. It was a beautiful shot ; 
it could not have been tiiuu* if the temple had been 
built expressly to slioot jiigcons from. I lired : the shot 
went sinaek into the beautifully sculptured face of the 
goddess, and ])iit out one of her eyes ; tlio pigeon fell 
at the foot of the oolumn, and while the goddess seemed 
to weep over her fallen state, and to reproach me for 
this renewed insult to herself and to the arts, 1 picked 
up the bird and returned to my boat. 

On board 1 had constantly a fund of amusement in 
the movements of my Aral) crew. During the Rama- 
dan, a period of thirty days, no good Minssulmnn eats, 
drinks, or smokes, from the rising to the sotting of the 
sun. Mv men religiously observed thivS severe requi- 
sition of the Koran, although .sometimes they were at 
work at the oar under a burning sun nearly all day. 
They could form a pretty shrewd conj« cturc as to the 
time of the setting of the sun, but neverthele.s.stliey h'll 
into the liabit of regulating them.^elves by J)iy watch, 
and I <lid not think the I’ropliet would he parlieuiurly 
bard upon them if I .sometimes brought the day to a 
close half an hour or .so before its time. Sometime.s I 
was rather too liberal ; but out of rt?spcct fur me tbev 
considered the .sun s(!t when 1 told tlieni it was; and it 
was interesting to see tbern regularly every evening, 
one after another, mount the upper deck, and, sjo ead- 
ing out their cloaks, with tlieir fuee>i towards tlio loiuh 
of the Rrophot, kneel down and pray. 

On the •JOih, tJie wind was ligiit hut favourahh*. and 
part of the time the men \^ere </U shore towing with the 
cords. We were now approaeliiiig the most interest- 
ing spot on the Nile, perhaps in the ^Yorld. Thebes, 
immortal Thebes, was before us, and a few huur.s more 
Avonld place us aipong lier ruins. 'J’owards noon the 
wind died away, and left us again to the .sluw inuve- 
ment of (lie tow line. This was too .slow' for my then 
excited humour. 1 could not bear that the rHin .should 
again set before 1 stood among tli.- ruins (d' the iniglity 
city ; and landijig on the right side of the river, J set 
out to walk. About an in.iur before dark t!ic Icd'ty 


' bank-^ single flag, the red if Sngknd, was 
dirooplng lazily against the mast ; and though it be 
death to my reputation as a sentimental traveller, at 
that moment I hailed the sight of that flag with more 
interest than the ruined city. Since I left Cairo I bad 
seen nothing but Arabs ; for three weeks I had not 
opened my lips except to Paul ; and let me tell the 
reader, that though a man may take a certain degree 
of pleasure in travelling in strange and out-of-the-way 

{ daces, he cannot forget the world he lias left behiiul 
liin. In a land of comparative savages, he hails the 
citizen of any civilised country as his brother ; and 
when on tho bank of the river I was accosted in my 
native tongue by a strapping fellow in a Turkish dress 
though ill the broken accents of a Sicilian servant, 1 
thought it the purest Knglish I had ever heard. I 
went on board tlu? boat, and found two gentlemen, uf 
whom I had heard at Cairo, who had been to Mount 
Sinai, from thence to llor, by the Red Sea to Cosseir, 
and thence across the desert to 1'hcbcs, where they 
liad only arrived that day. I sat with them till a late 
hour. 1 cannot flatter my.self that the evening pas.sed 
as agreeably to them a.s to nu?, for they had been a partv 
of six, and I alone ; but 1 .«a\v them afterwards, and 
our acquaintance ripened into intimacy ; and though 
our lots are east in dillerent places, and wo shall pro- 
bably never meet again, if I do not deceivo myself, 
neither will ever forget the aeqiiaiiitaiice formed tJiat 
night on tho hanks uf tho Nile. 

C)iir eonvor.satiuu during tho evening was lit.sub 
tory and variou.s. Wo inonnt(?d tlio pyramid.s, .v^t 
dt>wn among tho ruins of temples, groped amon-j; 
t<unbs, and, mixed up with tlies(; higher matters, 
toucdied incidentally upon rats, fleas, and all kin<!s ef 
Aermin. I say wo touelied incidentally upon tlu''':e 
things ; but, to toll ihi’ truth, wo talked so mueh ahnv.t 
tluMii, that wlnui I weiii. to my boat, J. fairly crawl d. 
I have omitted to mention that the eui>'«(? prov«died l>y 
JMiaraoh still re.‘<ts up(/ii the land, and that rats, 
niul nil those detestabb; animals into wliicdi Aaron con- 
verted tlie sands, are still the portion ivf tlie travelhr 
and sojourner in Kgyj't. 1 bad :mtfer(’d eonsidt rabiy 
during the last four <lnys, but, not willing to a 
favourable w'ind, laid })ut off resorting to the usual 
niean.s of relief. To-night, however, there wxas no «i|* 
during it. any longer ; the rats ran, .sb rieked, and .should, 
as if e(;!ebrating a jubilee on account of .some gpetut 
moj’tality among tlie eat.s, and the les.ser animals camr 
upon me as if the rod of Aaron had been lifted for »ny 
special affliction. I got up during the night, and tcM 
Paid that we would remain liereaday, and early in tin 
morning they must .sink the, boat, lb tbro 1 wtike, 
were Jialf across the river, being eliligod to cro.'^s in 
order to find a etuivenient jilace for sinking. I was 
ve xed at baving left so atu-ujitly my new' comj>aniens ; 
but it was too late to j'etiini. Wi‘ pitcln d our lent on 
tin* bank, and iiuniediately commenced unluadhig tlie 
boat. 


columns of the great Uiu]»le at Jaixor, and the still 
greater of Carnac, were visible. 'J^he glowing <!escri|.>- 
tioDs of traveil* rs had to a certain extent inflamed my 
iinaginatiou. Dfun n, in hi.s aceeuut t.i' the expedition 
to Kg} pi, .says, that wlu ii the French soldiers ffr&t 
came in sight of Tliebes, the whole army involuntarily 
threw down their arms and .stood in silent admiration — 


a sublime idea, wiiether true or not ; but 1 am inclined 
tc^hink that the I rem h sohlier.s wijiild have thro*. i 
doHiVD their arms, are' dapped tlieir hands with inueli 
Renter fcatislaction, if thr-y Juid seen a iiAing city and 
prospect of good quaitejs. For my own part, without 
Ztt this moment refenlu^ Ui parfeulars, 1 was disnp- 
pointed^^tho first view of ile l u. ..•> of 'I'hebe**. V, c 
walked W tho right sir •. of (,,, ii\ej .he its 

usual, Jgiflftypg buck to the desej' . 

ly dark when we ui • ived at the mined 
low occupitrspan .si the the « » o 

y. Tlie plougii has been ivcn over 
le temples, and gras.s was growing 'vherc 
Ma fetooeb A single boat wa« lying along the 


On a point a little above, in front of a large hou^o 
built by tho French, at the south end of tho toinple d 
Luxor, and one of tho most beautiful positions on tlu' 
Nile, we o tw'o tents. 1 knew that they boldfeged to tla? 
coPi}uirii«'ns of tlio two gentlemen on the iSjjjposite sklci 
ami that there was a lady with them. ^^'Mber jiut 
my.self out of the w'ay for it, and tho I na.t 

the tlireo gentlemen on tlie hank- 1 
ph ased with tlicm. I may have dc?M|^fiysclf, but 
J thouglit they did not greet mo as ^ 

di.spo.sed to greet every traveller J mc^y^at remote 
country. True, I was not a very inwrajj^-looking ob- 
j'*et ; but, as 1 said to myself, “ 'rak(®^ beam md 
your o’#!! eye, and tin.n — True, air 'their heart s 
'tvere i«iigcr, and ouo of thciii wa.H ijHfe r mine, 
hut I did not think that gave thorn an|ffitebt to put on 
air.s. In short, 1 left them with a JB; of go-to*tlic- 
devil ff'itjling, and did not expect to tiny more o 
do witli thorn. 1 therefore strollcda^fey* 
tlie d;;\ rambling uinong tlio temples o 

Luxor au<i Canuu,x I riudl not 


seriptSon of ;lb^ nor of the rains of Thebss 

generall^r (no easVtOsK), but reserve the whole until 
niy return from tfie Cataracts. 

At about three o’clock I returned to my tent. It was 
the first day of the feast of Bairam, the thirty days of 
fasting (liamadan) being just ended. It was a great 
day at Luxor ; the bazaars were supplied with country 
products, the little cafterias were filled with smokers, 
indemnifying themselves for their long abstinence, and 
the Fellahs were coming in from the country. On my 
return from Carnap I for the first time saw drome- 
daries, richly caparisoned, mounted by well-armed 
Arabs, and dashing over the ground at lull galloj). I 
had never seen dromedaries before, except in caravans, 
accommodating themselves to the slow pace of the 
camel, and I did not tliink the clumsy, lumbering ani- 
mal, could carry himself so proudly, and move so rapidly. 
Their movement, liowever, was very far from realising 
the extr.yagant expression of ‘‘swift as the wind,” ap- 
plied to.it in the Fast. I was somewhat fatigued on my 
return, and Paul mot me on the bank with a smiling 
face, and information that the Fngli.sli party hud .sent 
their janizary to ask me to dine with them at six o’clock. 
3^’ow things tend to give you a belter opinion of a man, 
of his intelligene<’, his piety, and morals, than receiving 
from him an invitation to <limior. .1 am what i.s eallcd ! 
a hurc man in such cases, and the reaih-r may supjiose 
that 1 was not wanting upon this occasion. 

It was an excessively hot day. You who were hover- 
ing over your coal tires, or nmviiig about wTapp<.*d in 
eloalvs or greatcoats, can hardly believe tliat on llu* 
•JOtli of January the Arabs were rerresbing tludr brated 
iKidii-s by a bath in the Nile, and that 1 was lying under 
iny tout actually panting fur breath. 1 bad pionty lo 
(H*capy me, but the heat was too intense ; the sun .^^eernud 
to scorch the brain, while the .-raiid-s blkstered the feet. 

J (hink it was the ]iott(‘.st day 1 experioueeil on the Nil*-. 

VVdiile loaning on my elbow, looking out of tbe door 
i.r iny ti-nt towards the temphi of Luxor, I raw a large 
body of Arabs, on foot, on dromedarior;, aiul on borsu- 
hack, coming d()\vn irovards tlm river. They came 
about half way across the sandy jduln between tbe 
tenijde and the laver, and .stopped nearly o|'poMt<* to 
I'ly lent, so a.s to gi\o me a full view of all their movo- 
juents. 'J’he slaves and pipe-beai’ers immediately .spro.ad 
mats on tlie sand, on which the ]triiiclpal persons sea tta I 
iliemselvotf, and, \\hiie they were, taking cofiee and 
jiipc's, others were making p<rej*arations for equestrian 
exercises. Tlie forms and ceremonies proKented torny 
mind a. lively picture, of preparing tin; lists for a tour- 
nament: and the inteinsi! heat and scorching sands 
reminded me of the great pa.ssag<? of arm.s in , Scott's 
t rusaders, near the Diamond of the Deesert, on the 
sliores of the 3)(;ad Sea. 

i he parties were on liorsehaek, hoMing in Iiieir right 
haiicLs long wooden sp(*ars, the lower ends resting on 
tin- saml, close togother, and forming a jjivot around 
which their iiiovemenls were made.*. They roda- round 
in a circle, with their s})ear.s in the sand, and their 
eyes keenly fixed <ni eacli other, watching an oppor- 
tunity to strike ; cliused, turned, and doulded, but never 
leaving tb^o pivot ; occasionally the spears were raised, 
crossed, and struck togi ther, and a murmuring ran 
through the crowd like th<^ cry in the fem:ing-hC<Mic in 
Hamlet, “a hit, a fair hit !” and the' parties se}>arated, 
or again drojiped their poles in tho centre lor another 
roiuid. The play for soino lime seemed contiiiod to 
Jjlaves and dependents, and among them, and decidedly 
the most skilful, was a young Nubian, llis master, a 
^Turk, who wiis sitting on the mat, seenied particularly 
pleased with his success. 

The whole of tliis seemed merely a preliminary', 
designed to stiyc up tho dormant .spirit of the masters, 
I'ov a long time they sat quietly putfing their pipes, 
uiul probably longing for ihe Htimnliis ot a battle-cry' 

rouso them from theiit; torpor. At h'ugth one of 
them, tho master of the N^^bian, slowly voso fi^m the 
and challenged un O^gonist. he ln*d 

down his pipe, und ritis^'d the iu his 


jbtmd f im he nbi pi$re itiaa heli roused. 4 

fresh hbi^ wte brought hlib, lUid, without taking off 
his heavy cloth mantle, he drowsily placed his left foot 
in the broad shovel stirrup, his right on the rump of 
tho horse, behind the saddle, and swung himself into 
the scat. The first touch of the saddle seemed to rouse 
him ; he took the pole from the hand of his attendant, 
gave his horse a sever© chock, and, driving the heavy 
corners of the stirrups into his sides, dashed through 
the sand on a full run. At the other end of tho course 
he stopped, rested a moment or two, then again driving 
his irons into his horse, dashed back at full speed; and 
when it seemed as if his next step would carry him 
headlong .'iiiiong the Turks on the mat, with one jerk 
he throw his horse back on his haunebeH, and brought 
him up from a full run to a dead stop. This seemed to 
warm him a little ; hi.s attendant came up and took off 
his cloak, under which ho had a rod silk jacket and 
white trousers, and again he da.shcd through the sand 
and back as before. This time he brought up his horse 
with fiiriou-s vehemence ; lii.s lurljau became unrolled, 
he flew into a violent j)iisslon, tore it olf and threw it on. 
the sand, and, leaving his play, fiercely .struck the spear 
of his adversary, and tlie battle at once commenced. 
Tlic Turk, who had seemed too indolent to move, now 
showed a fire and energy, and uii endurance of fatigue, 
that would have been terrible iu battle. Both horse 
and ridoi* scorned tho bluiiing sun and Imruing sands, 
and r(umd and round tlicy ran, chasing, turning, and 
doubling wiiliin an incredibly small circle, till an ap- 
proving murmur was heard among the crowil. The 
t rial was now over, and tho oxcited HTirk again seated 
himself upon the mat, and relapsed into a state of calm 
indiilerence. 

'I’hc exerei.se fiiii.^hecl jirst iu time to enable me to 
make my toilet Ibr dizinei*. A.s there was a lady iu 
the case, J had some douli wlielher 1 ought jiot to 
shave, not having pcj formed that operation since I left 
Oiiri); but as 1 bad already seen liie geiitlemen of tho 
party, and liad fallen, moreover, into the fasliioii of 
tbe country, of .‘having tbe liead and wearing the tar- 
boucli (one of the groater,t luxuries in Fgyjd, by the 
way), and could not in any event sit with my liead un- 
covori'i], I detennined to stick to tlio board ; and dis- 
guising myself in a. eli?:in sliirt, ami giving directions 
to my boatmen to I'c ready to start at ten o’clock, I 
walketl along the bank to the tent of my lu^w friends. 

1 <1«* not know wlietluT my notion in tluMuorning was 
right, or wJiolhm* 1 had misapprchemled th'.iig.«4 ; but 
at any rale, T h.ad no reason to coniplain of my recep- 
tion mt\v ; i thir.k inysclf that there was a difference, 
which ] .M'ciuinti d lor in my own way, by ascribing 
to tlh'ir di‘.eoverv ibat J was an AnaTican. 1 have 
o) ; ‘rvid that. Ihigli.-^li mei.ting abroad, though they 
would probably stand by each other to the death ill a 
quarrel, are ridii'uluiisly shy of eacli other as acquain- 
tances, on account of the groat difference of ca.ste at 
liuino. As regards .\meri«’an.-:, the case is difierent, and 
to them tho i-higli^h dbi'lay uune (.f that feeling. After 
I Iiad str.ried on my ramble, raid had planted my flag 
at the ikw'i* of tlie^ent, ami, anamg tlie other advan- 
tages w hicli that fi.-.g brought me, 1 included niy invi- 
tation to ilinnor, agree.-iblu ac<iiuuniaiices, and one of 
the most pit asaiit evenings 1 spent on the NTle. Indeed, 
I liopo 1 may be jiardoucd a burst of national feeling, 
ami be allowe<i to say, without meaning any disrespect 
to any oilier couniry, that 1 w ould rather travel under 
tho name of au American than under any other known 
in Kurope. Every American abroad meets a general 
prcpos.scs.sion in favour of his country, and it is an 
agreeable truth that the impression made by our coun- 
trymen abroad getierully sustains tho prepossession. 
I iiavo met with some, however, who destroyed this 
go( vl efiect, and made tlicm.sclves disagreeable and gave 
otfcnco by a habit of intruding their eoinury, and its 
institutions, and of drawing invidious comparisons, wdtli 
a pertinacity and self-complacency 1 nevt c .saw in any 
other peojde. 

Bui to return to Ino dinner ; a man m.iy nmkc along 



digi*ei^ioi^ b0f<^re a on pap<^r, wl»o wpuW acorn 
Buch ^ tning before a dinner de facto. The party oon- 
aisted of four — a gentleman and his lady, he an honour- 
able) and heir to an old and respectable title ; a brother 
of the lady, an ex-captain in the guards, who changed 
hift name and resigned his commission on receiving a 
fortune from* an nnelo ; and another gentleman, 1 do 
not know wlietlier of that family, but bearing one of 
the proudest names in l aigla nd. They were all young, 
the oldest not more tluni tliirty-livo, and, not excej)ting 
tho lady, full of tJiirst for adventure and travel, i say 
not exeV*]ding the lady ; 1 should ratlier say that the 
lady was the life and soul of the party, ^-ho was young 
and beautiful, in the most attractive style of KngUsh 
beauty,* she was married, and tiierofoi’o dead in law; 
and as w e may say Avhat we Avill of th(^ dead, I venture 
to say that she had .sliono as a beauty and a belli* in 
the proudest circles of England, and was now* enjoying 
more ])leasui’c than Almack’s or draw’ing-rooms could 
give, rambling among ruins, and sleeping under a tent 
on the banks of the >iile. Tli(*y had travelled in Spain, 
had just come from Mount Sinai and tin* Hod Sea, and 
talked of Bagdad. 1 had often met on the contin(*nt 
with Enghshinon who were out'' as tlu'v calliMi it, for 
a certain%me, one year or two years, hut this party 
had no fixed time; they “were out” for ns long as 
suited their humour. To th«*m I am indebted for the 
most interesting part of my journey iii the East, for they 
first suggested to me the I'outo by Petra and Arabia 
Petrma. We made a calculation by which w(* Imped, 
in reference to wliat each had to do, to meet at ( airo 


CII AFTER. Vllf. ; 

The Rook of the Chain.— Ravages of the Plague.— Reiiertod (lUaf « 

rio».— A youthful Navigator.- A recollection of Bam Patch 

Ancient Inscriptions.— A perplexed ATaJor-domo*— A Dinner 
without Parallel.— An awkward Discovery. 

Thr next day and tho next still brought us favourable 
Avinds and strong, and we were obliged to take down 
one of oiir tall latteeiis, but made great progre8.s Avith 
the <»lher, even against the rapid current of the river. 
The AMle Avn.s very Avide, tlio Avatei* turbulent, and the 
AA’aves rolling with .such violence that Paul became sea- 
sick ; and if it liad not been for tUb distant banks, wo 
could hartlly have believed ourselves on the bosom of a 
river 1000 miles from the ocean. 

In the evening we Avere approaching Iladjav Silsily^ 
the Kock of the Chain, the narrowost part of the riviT, 
where the raoiintains of Africa and Arabia seem march-* 
ing to meet each other, and stopping merely to leave a 
mu-row passage for the river. Tradition says that in 
ancient days an iron chain was draAvn across the narrow 
strait, Avhich checked the curnnit ; and the Arab boat- 
man believes he can still see, in tho .sides of the inoun- 
taiiis, tho marks of tlie rings and ])()lts to Avhich the 
miraculous chain Avas ‘fastened. 

We ii.anled ii]) alongside of the bank for p;irt of t];v^ 
night, and the iu‘xt nmniiiig, Avith a strong and favour- 
able wind, Avere approaching Assouan, the last town 
in Egypt, standing on the borders of Ethiopia, and ;;t 
the foot of the C’aiaraets of the Nile. Eor some tinu' 
before reaching Assouan, tho river laaromes hroadi i* 
.and (lie mountains agai?j retire, leaving space for tli.. 


and make tho .attempt together, ll Avas a great exer- | island.s, and a broad surface for tlnr body oT the 


tion of resolution that I did not abandon my own plans, 
and keep in company Avith them, but they Itad too much 
time forme; a month or two avus no object to them, 
but to mo a very groat oni\ 

All this, and mucli jnorc, including tin' cxju'cssImu of 
a determination, when th<‘y had finished their travels 
in the Old World, to visit us in tlic Ncaa’, took place 
while AA-e were aniing und«?r the tout of the captain and 
hi.s friend. The table .stood in tlu* middle on canteens. 


About lhre(^ miles this .side, on the Arabian b.mk, is 
tbe new ])alace of Jbrabim, w here be relired and sliut 
biinself up during tlie terrible plague of la>:t year. On 
the rigid, tin? top of tin* Libyan mountain is ero\vn(.'d 
with the tomb of a .Miirnboiit Sheik, and about Jia.'f 
AA'ay cloAvn are the ruins (d‘ a eonvcnl, plctur<‘s«pie and 
intere.sting, as telling ilml before tbe t'rrsctMd canie 
and tram]>i(‘(l it under foot, the Cmr.s, tlie .syinb(t) of 
the (.'liristian faitli, <nn*e re.MVinl its .sacred form in the 


sibout eight incluvs from the ground, Avith a in.attras.s on | interior of Africa. In front is tin* heantirnl Inland ei 
each side for .seats. It wa.s ratlier awlnvard sitting, Mb-phautina, Avi;li a green h:mk sloping down to tlie 
particularly for nn‘, Avlio Avas next the lady, and in that I rivi-r. On tin* left are rugged mountains; and i»vo- 
posilion felt some of the trammels of conventional life; | jecting hi mile and giatit ma>si s into tlie river are liir- 
there was no room to put my legs uudor tlie taldi*, and, ; rocks of dark grey granite, from Avluidi came the 
not anticipating the preci.se .state of tilings, 1 had not [ mighty obelisks and* monuments tint adoriu'd tbe :in- 
arranged straps ami suspendora, and my feet secincil io j cient t(*iiipli‘:. of .Egypt. 'I’he little town of As.son.in 
bo bigger than OA-cr. 1 <loublcd them under me ; lin y ■ stands on the ]»aniv of the river, almost Iiid amon-r 
got asleep, not the <[uict and tranquil sleep whicli makes j palm-tre(*H; and back .at a distance on the h(*ig]il mo 
you forget oxistenci*, but the shmdu*r of a troubled con- j the ruins of tlie old city. 

science, pricking and burning, till bumnii nature eould j From the deck of inV boat, flic a}>proMcl) fo tlic C.i- 
endmx* it no longer, and 1 kicked out the otreiiding ' taracts pivsenled by far the linesi .seem* on tlu* Nil , 
members Avith very little regard to elegance of atti- . }»os.sc ssing ji variety and wildness equallA .striking mid 
tudo. The ice one*? broken, 1 felt at my case, and the be.auiiful, after tin? nionotonons .seenery aiong the whoN* 
evening Avore away too .soon. Am einhargvi bad been , ascent of the river. W ith streamers gallantly Hying, I 
laid upon my tongue so long, tliat iny cars fairly [ entered the little harbour, ami Avith a f cling of .s^ 4 li^<- 
tingledwith ple.a.snre at Iiearing my'self talk. It Ava.s, faction that .amply repaid me for all its v» \ations, i 
in tact, a gioritnis evening; a brig) it spot that 1 love ' lookcil upon tlie end of my journey. I would have 
to look back upon, inor:? than mdemnifying me for ; • ne to the .sceond catnrnet if tiim* had been no object 
weeks of lonciincs.s. 1 .sat Avitb them till a late hour ; ! lo me, or if I Iiad had at tliat time any idea of writing 
and Avhen 1 jiurted, I did not feel a^f if it were the first a hook, as the second cataract is the usinii tcrmiiuikfor 
time? I luid yo( n them, or think it avi dd he tho ia.st, j tract Her on the Nile; ;iml a man wlio returns lo ®air« 
expecting to meet tliem a few days afterwards at the : wiilitmt having heen tlH*re, is not considered entitled b> 
Cataracts, lint J never sinv them again ; we pas.scd ! talk iimcii about, hi.s voyage up tin* rivt*r. 
each other on the river during the night. J received i I am, perhaps, publisiiing iny ovau want of taste Avln*n 
several messages from them ; and at jleyroot, after 1 * I say that the notion of going to tin* great O.asis had 
liad finished my tour in Arabia }*etnea and the Jlob* j t.Tki*ii .such a liold of im.*, tliat it Ava.s mainly for tliis 
Band, I rceoivi-d a letter from them, still on tbe Nib*, j t.bj<Ti that 1 sacrificed the vovuge to the second cata- 
I should be extremely «oui*y to think that avq a' o jica-ci* ! ract. With the feeling, therefore, that here was th' 


to meet again, and Ir -u; that, when Avearied with 
i-ainbling among the ruins ot tin? Old World, they will 
execute their purpost? of visiting rica, and that he.r..- 
we may talkover our mf- ting i ibe of t;} * Nile. 
J went back to my bo..t to groat r loneliness Bmri 
before, but there was a fine wind, and in a fi w miiu tea 
we were under way. J sat on d. ck fill a Irifi* 

hour,jqi|ik<S| twoor three pipes, and retired t . my li.cic 

cabin, ' 


Olid of my journey in thi.s direction, 1 junipod upon tin* 
bunk; and, having heen pent up on board for two dav-S 
1 put myself in rapid action, and, in one of the cant 
phraKiCtj of continental touriats, began to “ knock down 
tlie lions.** 

My first move Avas to the little toAvnof Asson.an ; hid 
hero 1 found little to detain me. It AA'.as better bniU 
than most of the towns on the Nile, and lins its Blrc^t 
of bazanpHj the filave-baJUtars being by far the be^'t 




jiiippUcd of anyi i* of tlie little caftevias opposite men toy feeling of returning lonermeiK, and gazed upon 
the glave-maricet, a Turk meanly dressed, though with the sun retiring \'ith glorious splendour towards my 
arms, and a mouthpiece to his pipe that marked him as far-distant home. 1 turned my eyes to my boat, and 
a man of rank, attracted my particular attention. He beyond it at a distance down the river, I saw a bout 
was almost the last of the Mamelukes, but yesterday coming up under full sail, bearing what my now prac- 
the lords of Kgj^t ; one of the few who escaped the tised eye told me was the English flag. I hurried down, 
general massacre of his race, and ono of the very few ami an*ived in time to welcome to the Cataracts of the 
lierniitted to drag out the reiniiuut of their days in the Nile the two gtjiiticmen I had first met at Thebes, 
mciia’s dominions. We spent the evening together, and I abandoned my 

The ruins of tlio old town ai’o in a singularly high, original intention of taking iny own boat up the Cata- 
liold, and commanding situation, overlooking the river, racts, and agreed to go up witli them, 
tho Cataracts, the island of Klepliantiiia, and the Ara- In the morning, alier an eaVly breakfast, wc started 
Man desert. More than 1000 years ago this city con- for the Island of lOiilie, about eight miles from A s- 
t:iin(‘d a' large and nourishing population; and some souan, and above all the Cataracts; an island siugu- 
i(U*:i may be formed of its former greatness, from the larly lioautiful in situation, and containing the niiiiB 
faft that more than 20,000 of its inhabitants die<l in of a magnitieent temple, 'rin- road lay nearly all the 
one year of the plague, lii consequence of the terrible waiy along the river, conimauding a full view of the 
ravages of this scourge, tlui inhabilants abandoned it ; Cataracts, or rather, if a elti/.en of a new world may 
hut, still clinging to their ancient Jiomes, commenced lay liis innovating hand upon things consecrated by 
].uilding a now town, beginning at the northern wall of tlie universal cons<*iit of ages, what we who luive lioard 
the old. The valley In re is very narrow ; and the the roar of Niagara, would call f<im]>ly the “ rapids.” 
doricrt of Arabia, with its front of darl; granite mouii- | We set olV on sliaggy donkeys, witln)ut saddle, bridle, 
tains, advances to its hank. j or lialtcr. A short distance fi-om Assouan, unnurked 

The southern gate of tho modern town o])eTis to tlu' ! by any monument, amid ari<l samls, we er(iss<*d the 
snid'i of the desert, and imnuMliately oiitsidti the walls | line which, since the days of Pharaoh, Ijas existed as 
is a larg<J Mahommedaii burying- ground, liv its extent | the boundary between Kgypt and Kthiopia. Wc* passed 

‘ through s(‘veral villages, standing alone at the foot of 
the granite mountains, without green or verdure aronr.d 
them, even to tho extent of a i»ladt; of grass, and irre- 
sistibly suggesting tin? question, “ Mow do the miserable 
inhabitants livof’ It was not the first time I liad liad 
awav. Skulls, legs, ainl arms, were scattered about 1 occasion to remark the t^ffect ol‘ blood on physical cha- 
in every direction ; and in one place w(i saw a pile of raeter, and tiu.* strong and marked diireronce of races 
sKulls and bones, wbicli seotiKnl to have been collected among pe<q.)le living iun.hr the same sun, and almost 
liv some jiious band, to savi* lliem from the foot of the on a etmimon soil. In tin.* lirst village in Nubia, though 
passing trav< ller. In another, the rist of the body not half an hour from Assouan, there is a dirr’orciicc 
still hiiried, the feet were sticking out, ainl tiie naked tihvious to the most su])( rhcial ol)S(‘7’ver, and liero, on 
skull, staring at us from its sightlt*ss sockets, seeme«l tic- very coniiin-s of i:igypt, it woiilfl bf* impossible to 
struggling to fret- itself from the bondage of the grave, mistake a border N'vihiaii for an Arab of Assouan. 
;,nirelaiming the promise of a resumption from tin* j-i«d'oiv arriving at Phihe, the river is tiili'd with 
il'aul. We buried again these relics of mortality, and rocks and islands, and tlie view' becomes singularly bold 
lioj.ing it niiglit not he our h«t to lay our hones wlnre and striking. At liie foot of one of the islands is a sort 
till* grave was so litth* nwerenced, eonlimied our way of h'rry, with a \ery big boat and a very Jiitlo boy to 
to ihe ancient granittwpiarries of .'^yeiie. manage* it ; w j* got on boanl, and were astonished to 

Thesis quarries stand about had’ an hour's walk from see with what courage and address the little fellow' con- 
tlie river, in tin* liosoin ef a. long rang<* of granite ihieted us among the islands washed by the Cataracts, 
nioiiiitains, siretebing tdV into the de.sert of Arabia. And it was not a straiglit ahcail navigation either ; Jie 
Time and exjiosure have not tonehed tlu* freshness of was obliged to take advantage of an eddy to get to one 
llu* stone, and the whole of the iTiimeiise quarry looks point, juiiq) ashore, tow the ij(»at to another, again drop 
as if it were hut ycslcnlav tliat the ligyptian left it. to anoilier, tow’ ln*r again, and so on ; and all this time 
Vou could imagine that the workman had just gone the little feilow was at tlu* helm, at the oar, at the rope, 
iM I'is noonday meal ; and as )ou look at tho mighty leading tlie «*horus of a Nubian song, and ordering his 
I'l. 'll.sk lying rude and iiniinisiied at your fe«‘t, yi.u fe».*l j crew, whieli consisted of three hoys ainl one little girl, 
disposed' to linger till the Egyptian shall eoiiu* to rc- | In tld - way we worked to an island iuliahited by a few 
Mime his work, to carve his mysterious eharaeU rs upon j inisc rahlo Nubians, and, crossing it, came to the point 
it, and make it a lit jiortal for some mighty temple. 1 of the principal cataract (1 continue to call it cataract 
Ihit tin* hammer and cIum*! wdll never In: heard there j by eoiivti sv), being a fall of about two feet, 
mere. 'I’he Egyptian workmen have passed aw a\, and i And these were, tlie gnat Cataracts of the Nile, 
tlicse immense *i|uaiTn*s are now- and for ever sik Ml ; wboM* roar in aneienc days afiViglited the Egyptian 
and d('^erted. ! bo;,tnu ii, and wlhi*}i histoiw and poetry liavc invested 

Aside from the great interest of tlioso ancient quar- • with extraordinary and ideal terrors ! Tiio traveller 
idcs, it is curious to nolici* Jiow, lung before the force • v ho has come from country as far distant as iniiie, 
of gunpewMA.*!* and the art of bl.'isting rocks w ere kinuvn, , hriuging all that freshness of feeling with W’hicll a 
iuuneiise stones w'cre separated from the sides of the i eiti/on of the Ni‘w World turns to tin* storied wonders 
mountains, and divided as the a’-tut wish nl, by the j of the (Md, and lias roamed over the mountains and 
«low process of boring smali liob aioi sphiiMig ihem 1 drunk of ihe rivers of Ureece, will have found himself 
kpart with wedges. 1 ‘dti-n cheateil by the exaggerated accounts of the 

1 returned hv the old citv, crossing its burying- ancients, the vivid descriptions of poets, and his own 
ground, which, fiko that oi' the new town, tv.’d, iii Ian- iuiagiiuilion, that lie will liardly feel di.sappointed wlieii 
gunge that could not he misiiuderstood, that before tlie ho .stiiiuls by this apology for a cataract. 

<^ity was destroyed, it, loo, hatl jiaid a largo tribute to Here the N uliian boys bad a grout feat to show, 
the grave. This burving-ground has an interest not namely, junep into the cataract and Hoat down to the 
l5o»Kett.sed by any other in Kgypt, as it contains, scat- point of the islmid. Tlie inhabitants of tlu; countries 
terod over its extended surface, many tombstones with ! bordering ‘ui the Nile arc groat swimmers, and tho 
f'optie ins<vnptions, tlie only existing romains of the ! Nubians arc* perhaps tho Ix'st of all ; but tins was no 
language of a people w ho idyle tliemselveM, and are j givat feat. The great and ever-to-bo-lamented Sam 
fctyled, tho descendants of the aiicio't Egyptam*-, - I'atch would have nuide tlu; Nubians stare, and .shown 
It Wits late ill the aftcriuv)n ns I stood. oiEthc height ' Ihoin, in his owm pithy phrase, “ that some folks could 
^‘ruw nod by the ruins of the ancient citjyi^fe.Uh a mo- I do things as wi'U ns oihor folks and I question if 


iiiiil the mimher ot its tomhstones exciting the w'unat;r 
of tlu* strang<*r how .so small a town cuiibl jiay such a j 
tribiiti; to tho king of tt.Trors. In many jilace.s tlie ‘ 
bodies wi're not more than half buried, the loose sand 
wliifli had been sprinkled over them having been Idown 





i ^taract on the Nile at which that ^Ing 
diw would not have turned up his nose in scorn. 

We returned by tbo same way we had cdtue, and 
tinder the same guidance, augmented, however, by a 
tnotley collection of men and boys, wlio had joined us 
as our escort. In paying for the boat wo showed a 
reference for our little boy, which brought down upon 
im all the rest, and lie had to run to us for protection. 
We SJived him for the present, but left him exposed to 
one of the evils attendant upon the ac(]ulsitioii of money 
all the world over, tho difficulty of keeping it, which 
difficulty, in his case, was so great physically, that 1 
havo no doubt lie was stripped of more than half before 
we w'ere out of sight. 

Getting rid of them, or as many of them as wc could, 
we again mounted our shaggy donkeys, and rode to tho 
Island of Philoe. This island inaki's one of the most 
beautiful pictures I ever saw. Perhaps the general 
inonotoriy of the scenery on the Nile gives it a peculiar 
beauty; but 1 think it would bo called beautiful any 
wdiere, even among the finest scenes in Italy. It 
brought forcibly to my mind, but seemed to me far 
more lovely than, tho Lak<i .Maggiore, with the beauti- 
ful Isola Pella and Isola Madre. It is entirely nniqiio, 
a beautiful hisus luitunB^ a little island about 1000 feet 
long and 400 broad, rising in tlio centre of a eirenlar 
bay, which ajjpf'ars to be cut off from the river, aiul 
forms a lake surrounded by dark siindstone rocks, car- 
peted with green to the water’s edge, and covered with 
columns, pro]A'lons, ai:d towers, tlie ruins ol’.'i majestic 
temple. A sunken wail encircles it ou all sides, on 
which, in a lew moments, we laiuled. 

I have avoided descrij)tion of ruins when I conbl. 
The fact is, 1 know nothing of architect nrr, o-ud never 
measured anytliing in my life ; before 1 came to Kgyi't 
1 could not tell tin? dilference l)etvvecna dromos .and 
a propylon, and jiiy whole knowledgo of Pgy})tinn 
antiquinVs wa • littlo more than eiiongli to enable jjie 
to distinguish !i('tween a mummy and a pyramid. 1 
picked lip about oiiough on tho spot to answer my ]»ur- 
pose: but 1 have too iinicli charity for my reader t«> 
impose my smattering on him. In fact, 1 liavo already 
forgotten more tlian half of tin? liulo that J tlion 
learned, and I should show' Imt a poor lelurn for his 
Kindness if I wej*o to pu 5 C^,lo him wiili the n.-o or mis- 
use of toclmical I'hraM S. Stiil i must do simielhing ; 
the tcinples of Pgypt must Jiavc a hero ; fur I 

might as W'oll leave r)Ut Jerusalem in tlio story of a 
tour through the Holy Land. 

The tenijile <d‘ Idiilii? is a niagniiicent ruin, 4 Me b et 
in length, and 3 05 in w'idth. It stands at lln‘ souili-wer-t 
corner of the island, close upon tlie bank of tlu: river, 
and the approach to it is by a grand colonnade, e.\t( jnl- 
ing ‘240 feet ahmg the edge of the river to tho grand 
propjlon. Tin.' propylon is m arly 100 feet long, and 
rises oji each side of the gatewiiy in two lofty lower***, 
in tin; ffirm of a truncated jiyramid. Tin? front is deco- 
rated with scLil})tur(* and liierogiyphics ; cm each side a 
figure of Isis, twenty feet liigli, c ith the* moon ovei'liee 
head, and near the? front formerly Btoc»d lvv’<- obcli^'k.s 
and two sp]iin?ies, tin? pedestals i^fid ruins of which stiil 
remain. The body of tlio t<?niplo eoi. aiiis eleven cham- 
bers, coycrcfi >vuxi .scul[)tnr<? ;md hjorog]yj'hic:.s, tin; 
figures tlntr;d in the most livc-jy colours, and t!io ceiling 
painted azure, and studded with stars. 

But there are other things wliicli touch tbo b’choldi-r 
more nearly tliau the majestic ruins of tlio temp’ — 
things whitdi carry liini f?*(c i the work.s of man to ;i. 
I^ander and Inglicy sMl^sit, that of mar hii self, (.hi 
the lolly towers ju the tcrnplo, among the 

mysterious and imkin..\> wiitiii'j'-' of tho Egyptians, 
were inscriptions iu Hreck a. d : hi, telling tliat ♦hey 
whose names were th. re wi\. . .. ). , i | v.mship 
the great goddess Isis , that n eu b.:,d lived and h oked 
upontae sun, moon, and stars, nmuntaius -a. { tho 
rQllin|^ivei, and worshipped a mut . id .i. Am! 

wall was the sucreil cro^^s, d - emblem of 
biiih, and tho iigures f)f the iigyptiai: 
defaced and plastered over, show'intr that 


utiother rfto« bud b^en ther4 to flNSohied 

and trampled on the gods of lae heathen* And again 
there was an inscription of later days, that in the ruins 
of the temple carried with it a wild and fearful inte- 
rest ; telling that the thunder of modern war had 
been heard above the roar of the cataract, and that 
tho arm of the soldier which had struck terror in the 
frozen regions of the north, had swept tho burning 
sands of Africa. In tho grand propylon, among the 
names of tourists and travellers, in a small plain hand, 
is written — “ L’an G do la rdpublique, le 13 Messidor, 
uno amide Fran 911 i.se, commandde par Buonaparte, e.st 
descenduo h Alexaiidrie ; I’arineo ayant mis, vingt 
join’s apre.s, les Mamekike.s en fuito aux pyramidos, 
Dessaix, commandant la premiere division, les a pour- 
auivi, au dc-Iii des cataractea, ou il est arrive lo 13 
Veiitoso, de I’an Near thi.s was an inscription that 
to me was fai* more interesting than all the rest, the 

name of an early friend, “ C B , U. S. uf 

America,’* written with his own hand. I did not 
know that he had been here, although I knew ho had 
been many ycar.a from home, and I had read in a iu?ws. 
paper that ho had died in Palestine. A thousand ro- 
eoilectioiivS crowded upon me, of joys departed nev^'r 
to return, and made mo sad. I wrote my name uuder 
lies, and loft tlio temple. 

1 was glad to get hack to my rascally donk(;y. 
a mail wen? opj)n?.ssi'd and borm’ down with ineutal 
anxiety, if he were muii ruing and melancholy, eirlur 
from tlio loss of a friend or an undigested dinner, 1 
would engage to cure liim. I w'oiild put him on a 
donk<?y without saddle or halter, and if ho difl not firni 
himseif ])>• degnais drawn from tho sense of liis ini.sery, 
and Avorked iqi into a tow<n’ing passion, gi.’tling elf aiul 
belal louring his liriilo wilh Jii.s slick, and forgettiiii; 
ev(‘ry tiling iu this W(»rhl but the olistinacy of the 
and his owm folly in attempting to ride one, man is; 
Rutre quiet animal than .1 take In’ni to be. 

As 1 intended going the m?xt day up the ( alaract'; 
with my eompanious, aud expeidt d to sjx.tuI tlu? il.iy 
ou lioa.al their luiat, I had a.sked tliem to dine with au; 
ill the eveniiv;. After giving thr? invitation, I held a 
e(»nn<'il with Laul, who told m'‘ tli.at the tiling was iin- 
possible, and, with a jirudenct worthy of Caleb Bakitr- 
sione, exprossetl his womler that 1 had not wovkod an 
invitation out <if tlieiii. 1 told him, ho\v(?ver, that th'; 
thing Avas settled, and dine with nu; ihey uiuyt. M\ 
h'jiisi>)vO< ping had never hefui very ext r;i\ again, aud 
iiMcenvoni, rice, and fow'l, li.-ul been my standing di»h< .'^. 
Taul wji.s jterlinacious iu raising ohjectiops, but I told 
liim pern»q»torily then? was no escape; that he iiuet 
buy a COW' ora eaiuel, if necessary, and left him scratcli- 
ing his Ijead and pondering ovei' tin? ta.sk before liim. 

In the hurried business of tin? <la}, 1 liad eiitindy 
forgotten Paul and Ids perjilexities. Once only, 3 n' 
incmher, Aviili a commendable jiriidenee*, I tried to g'-t 
my compaidons to ex]tend some of their force iijion 
dried date.s ;ind Nubian liread, Avldch they as maliciously 
']( dined, that tin y udglit do justice to me. Betunuiv:^ 
new, at tlio end of nine Juuirs’ hard Avork, crossing rivers 
aud rambling among ruins, tho sharp exer(?ise, and ll!*’ 
gratiu* of my teeth at the stubborn movements of my 
donkey, gave me an extraordinary voracity, and dinner 
- -tla? iiU-imj)ortaut, jiev(‘r-t<)- he-forgotteii busiiK?ss ol 
the day, tlie ilelight alike iff tin? ploughman and plnlo- 
sopher — dinner Avitli its uncovtaiu goodness, began to 
j?ress uj?ori the most tender seu.sibiiitiea of my nature. 
Aly- companions felt tlio vibrations of the same chord, 
arnl, witli an uuuecessary degree of circum.stauce, talla?'! 
of the effect of air and oxereiso in .shaiq^ening the appo- 
titf, and the glorious satisfaction, after a day’s work, ot 
silting down to a good dinner. 1 had perfect confidence 
in Paul’s zeal and ability, but I began to liave some 
mi.-»giYings. I felt a hungry devil within me, that roarei 
as if he would never be satisfied. I lookeil at inv com- 
panions, and heard them talk; and as I followed tnm 
liiinioiir with au hysteric laugh, I thought tlio genin^ 
of lamiiio was at my heels in tho .sliapo of two huUffh 
EnLdi.Jirnen. 1 Ircnibled for Paul, but the first ghmp 
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t caiigfl&t 6f bttii mastim me. He eat on the dock of 
the boat, >vith his anus folded, coolly, though with an 
fiir of conscious importance, looking out for i^s. Slowly 
and with dignity he came to assist us from our cui*sed 
donkeys ; neither a smile nor frown was on his face, 
|jut there reigned an expression that you could not mis- 
take. Reader, yon have seOn the countenanco of a good 
man lighted up with the consciousness of having done 
a, good action ; even so was Paul’s. I could read in 
}na face a consciousness of having acted well his part. 
One might almost have dined on it. It said, as plainly 
fts face could sj)eak, one, two, three, four, live courses 
and a dessert, or, as they say at the two-l'ranc rcstau- 
nints in Paris, "Quatre plats, unc demi boutcillo do 
vin, et pain h discretion.” 

Ill fact, the worthy butler of Ravcnsw'ood could not 
have stood in the Iiall of ids master in the days of its 
glory, before thunder broke china and soured buttcr- 
niilk, W'itb more sober .'ind conseicnis dignity than did 
Paul stand on tlio deck of my boat to receive us. A 
load was removed from my licart. I knew that my 
credit was saved, and 1 led the way with a proud ste\> 
to luy little cabin. Still I asked no questions, and niadi? 
no apologies. I simply told my companions W(5 wore 
in raul’s liands, and he would do with ns us seemed to 
him good. Another board had been fnlded to my table, 
:md my towel had been wasbed and dried during the 
diiy, and now lay, clean and of a rather reddi-li wliite, 
doing tlie duty of atal)le-(‘Iot!i. J Tioticed, tumlders, 

J ui\es and forks, and plates, wliicli were stratigors to 
nie, but 1 said nothing ; wo seated oui’selves and waiieil. 
nor did we wait long ; soon w<; saw Paul coming tow'ai<Is 
vs, rtag^f'ring iiiulcr tlm weight of ids hurdt ii, tluj sa- 
\fuiiy o'lour of which ]U’ce(‘de(l liinu lie eiilercd, ar.d 
l:>iil before us an Irish stew. K<.‘a<ier, did you ev<’roat 
an Irish stew ? (iiaci'<us Heaven! 1 shall never for- 
ge" tijiit paragon of dishes; Iiow often in th<; JJesert, 
ritiK/n;; tlie nKainfains <jf Sifi;n, in tlio Holy Land, ram- 
Mingalong tin* Valley of Jelioshapljar, or tlie .shores 
cf tlie Head Sea — how often hu.s llnit Irish stew li.- n 
h''i‘ore mi^ to teas<j and tantalise me, and haunt me with 
ti!(' mi’inory of departed joys 1 'J'lie is a v<'getahle 

that lines not grow in Lgyjd. 1 had not. tasted t'licfer 
niori; than a monlli, and was airiest .startled mit of my 
j'l’opriety at .seeing them ; IiUt I hehl iny peace, ami 
\..e> as soh-mii uml dignified as I'anl himself. W itiiort 
nuadi eereinouy, we threw our-eives wii.li one accord 
lipoii the stew. I ildtik 1 only do our party justice, 
wlicn 1 say that f«.‘W of tlio.se tauilslied gentlemen, from 

lie;. It emerald isle it Lakes its name, c(*uld Jiavi* shown 
iMove aHeeiioii for ihe national dish. I'or my own p.arr, 
as I did not know what was coming next, if any tiling, 
I felt loath to ]invt with it. ]\iy conijianions vvere 
knowing ones, and seemed to lie of the same w.w of 
tliiuking, and, without any consultation, all aj-]»eaiial to 
bea[)proaching the same end, to wit, the end ni ihe stew. 
VV'illi tlie empty dish befon* h uo,d: 01011 * 4 rat ive to I’au! 
that so far wo were perfectly satisfied with wlmt h- i -id 
done, that w'ortliy purveyor eanie fv»rwavd with an in* 
crease of dignify to cliaugo our jilafi's. I now saw that 
aoinothing morn w-as coming, j iiad suspedod from 
the begimting that Paul w: .s in tlie mutton liie*, and 
involuntarily murmujvd, “ Tins ilay a slu ep lias tlied 
and presently on ctiiue nnotlu-r en*^ of the murdered 
innocent, in cutlets, aecomi'anied by liied jiot.iiiM’s. 
Hicii came boiled imiUon and boi’ xl potatoes, and then 
reast imittoij and roast polatoes, ainl iheii came a mac- 
caroiii ])at(!, 1 tliougbt this was going to spo;.. ilie whole ; 
wtitil this I bad con.sidered the dinner as Homeiliing 
t-xtraordinary and recherche*. IJut the maccareni, the 
thing of at least six days in tbo w'cek, utterly diseon- 
<?erted me. I tried to give Paul a w ink to it f>aek, 
hut on he canio^ if Iio had follow’ed with «t chicken, 1 
^erilv believe I should liave thrown it at his head. But 
niyfricnds were unflinching and uncomp rotpisiug. They 
Were determined to stand by Paul to tim l*i^. and ..x> 
i‘'ti<l in the macctii’oni pale with us muelji vAur Jis if 
hud not already eaten a sheep, Paut us up 

ftnd packed U8 down with pancakes. I netfer knew a 


xnatL dat did Dot like pancakes, or who eould not eat 
them even at the end of a mighty dinner. And now, 
feeling t?iat happy sensation of fulness which puts a man 
above kings, princes, or pachas, we lighted our long 
pipes and smoked. Our stomachs were full, and our 
iiearta were open. Talk of mutual sympathy, of con- 
genial spirits, of similarity of tastes, and all that ; ’tis 
the dinner which unlocks the heart ; you feel yourself 
wanning towards the man that has dined with you. It 
was in tliLs happy sjurit that we lay like warriors, rest- 
ing on our arms, and talked over the particulars of our 
battles. 

And now, all dignity put aside and all restraint 
removed, and thinking my friends might have recog- 
iiksed acquaintances among tho things at the table 
which were strangers to me, and thinking, too, that I 
stood on a pinnacle, and, conn^ what iniglit, I could 
not fall, I led the way in .speculating upon the manner 
in whicji I’aul liad served us. The ice once broken, 
rny friends solved many of the mysterie.s, by claiming 
this, that, and the other, as part of tlndi* fnrniuire and 
stores. Ill tact, they were going on most unscrupu- 
lously, making it somewhat doubtful whether 1 had 
furnished anything for my own dinner, and 1 called in 
^‘aul. But that functionary had no desire to he ques- 
tioned ; he hemmed, and hawed, and dodged about ; 
but I told liini to make a dean lieart of it, and then it 
came out, but it was like drawing teeth, that he had 
heen on a regular foraging expedition amongtheir stores. 
The potatoes with whidi he had made such a flourish 
were jiart of a very .«m:ill stock furnished them by a 
friend, a.s a luxury not to be had on the iS^ile ; and, 
instead of tho acknowledgments which I expected to 
receive on account of rny dinner, my friends congratu- 
lated nio rather irotiieally upon possessing such a trea- 
sure of a steward. W'e sat togidher till .a late hour; 
were grave, gay, lu ughiiig, and iaeliryinose, by turns ; 
and when we began to doze over our pipes, betook our- 
.•^elve.s to .slumber. 

HHAPTLll TX. 

A' , i-nt of ilic Nautical Patriarch.— Political Inn 

riovcinont. — A Nubian Damsd’.s 'SVaniiobi.’. — A test of Friend' 
hliij*. “iiu.st and Wc-st.— .Moonlight on tiio Nile. — Usc3 of a 
7’craple. 

In* tlio morning \\\; were up botime.-, expecting another 
.stirring day in mounting tin.* ( 'ataract.s. Carrying boats 
up and down the rapids is tlie gmit business of the 
Nubians who live on the borders of Kgypt. It ia a 
bu.Hne.ss that 3*equires great knowlodgo and address; 
and the J’ais who commands the large squad of men 
nec; vir v t , mount a boat, is an important person among 
ihc".. ife was ulroady there with part of his men, 
tin.* othc.r.s being .stationed among the islamls of tho 
Lataracts, at tlie places where their si'vvice.s would be 
roetled, Thi.s rais wa.s one of the most noble-looking 
nu n I evn* saw. lie was more tlian eighty, a native 
of iJarbary, who had in early life wandered w'itli a cara- 
van across the l.ihyan Desert, and been left, he knew 
not why, on a little T^laiid among tlie C.ataracts of tlie 
Nile. As til'* Nubian docs now, firmly sc.ated on a log 
and jKiddling with his liands, lie had floated in every 
eddy, and marked every stone that the falling river lays 
bare to the tye ; and now, with the experience of years, 
he stooil among tlio Nubians, coiifcsstaily one of their 
most skilful pilots ihrougli a difficult and sometimes 
dangf'i’ous navigation, lie was tall and thin, with a 
heard of uiicuinmou length and whiteness ; a face dried, 
scarred, .ami wrinkled, and dark as it could be without 
having the blackness of a negro, llis costume was a 
clean wliito turban, red jacket, and red sash, with white 
1 roiisf'r.s, red slippers, and a heavy dub fastened by a 
string around his wrist. 1 am partichkr in describing 
the ajipearauco of tho hardy old man, for wo were ex- 
ceedingly struck W'itli it. Nothing could be finer than 
bis look, his walk, his every movement ; and the pic- 
turesque eftbet wtis admirably heightened by contnist 
w ith his ^'iwurlliy u'i.sijjtauts, mo ^t of wheui w ere despc- 
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rat^ly and many of them as nahed as they were ! 

boriEU: T& old man came on boai*d with a dignity that j 
savoured more of a youth passc^d amid the polish of a i 
Kuropean court, than on the sands of Itarbary, or tli© 
3mde islands of the Nile. Wo received him as if he 
had been the great pacha liiinseJf, gave liim coffee and 
pipes, and loft him to the greatest luxury of the East, 
perfect rest, until his services should bo required. 

In the meant iine, with a strong and favourable wind, 
we started from the Hille harbour of Assouan, while a 
throng of idlers, gatiiored togetluT on the beach, watched 
our departure witJi as inucli interest as though it w’crc 
not an event of almost daily occurreiUM'. Almost imme- 
diately above Assouan the view t'xteuds over a broad 
surfa(?e, and the rocks and islands begin to multiply. 
TJio strong wind ciiubled us to asceiKl some distance 
with the sails ; but our progress gradually diminiKbed, 
and at leiigtli, while our sails were yi t filled almost to 
bui’sting, we eainc to a dead stand, struggled vainly for 
n while against the increasing current, and then fell 
astern. The old rais, who liad sat qui<‘tly watehing j 
the movements of the boat, now roused himself ; and 
at his command, a naked Nubian, with a rope ovt*r his 
shoulders, plunged into tlu; riv«*r and swam for the 
shore. At first ho swam boldly ami vigorously; but 
sooTi bis strength began to fail, and the weight of the 
slackened rope effectually stopjMHl liis progress; when, 
resting for a little space, he tlived like a duck, kicking 
bis heels in tlie air, came up clear of f rope, and soon 
gained the liank. A dozen Nubians now tlirew them- 
selves into the water, caught tin.* sinking vo])e, carried 
it ashore, and wumul it round a rock. Again the raiv 
spoke, and fifty swarthy bodies were splasliing in flu* 
W’ater, and in a moment more tliev were on tlic rocky 
bank, hauling upon tin,* r<>ite ; otlters joined tlunn, ]*ui 
where they came from nobody could see; and by the 
strenglli of a hundred iiioii, all pulling ami slumting 
togetljer, and both sails full, we j)assed the first,! ‘atar:u‘t. 

Above tills bu; passage beeame more difiicult, and 
the old rais seemed to rise in spirit and eiu'rgy wiili the 
emergency. As we approaclied the second (’utaraet. 
Jialf a dozen ropes were thrown out, and the im-n s( t?ni'‘d 
to multiply as if by magic, springing up among tlu' 
rocks like a parcel of black river-gods, ^loi'e than two 
hundred of them were hauling on the ri'pes at once, 
climbing over tlie rocks, descending into tJie river, .and 
again mounting, with their naked bodic's shining in the 
sun, all talking, tugging, ordering, and sliouting tog«‘- 
ther; and among tliein, liigh aho\<‘ the rest, was heani 
the clear voice of the rais. His uol)U? tignn*, too, was 
seen, now scranildhig along the base of a ruck, now 
standing on its summit, ills long arms llmj^vn abnvo 
lji.s bead. Ins white beard and uinple dress .s'rcaniiiig 
in the wind, iimil the inert mass liad trimnphed over 
tlie rushing river ; when lie again t<jok his scat upon 
the deck, and in tlie luxury of bis pijio forgot tlie ani- 
mating scene tliat for a moment had elieati-d him back 
to yontli. 

At this season there was in no ]>]ace a fall v>f niort; 
than twofi’Ct; tliough tlie river, breaking among tin- 
almost innumerable rocks and i.'^ands, Imri i( d ahnig 
with great violence and rapidity. In the midst of tlu 
most furious rnsliiijg of the wat< j‘s, a<niing mneh to the 
striking wildness c)t' the scene, were two figur«*s, with 
their clotlies tied above th«*ir lieads, .sitting uj-on the 
suriuce oi the water appanmtiy, and floating as if l»y a 
miracle. Tliev were u man and Ins wife, crossing from 
one ot the islands; their bark a log, W'itli a bnniile . f 
cornstalks on each sid«‘ ; too fia d to support tbcir we ight, 
yet strong eiiougli to L rjrtin m from sinking. 

And now all was o\<*i ; •, < jiad passed ilie Catiiracfs, 
catching our dinner ;u i..t, s-i we came up. We 

had wound round the beuutiti.l Iv,;.i„d ef Phikt, and 
the boat bad haub d in. dong. (a< the b...jk le j. t me 
g;# ashov-e. The moment oi pavting and to 

niy fQi||icr loneliness had come, mid' 1 bit i„y <•( drag.-; 
faililBl^ verily believe tliat if my t)v. i, noa/bad b cn 
^^l|HKtlabiTaet.s, 1 should iiave givim ^p my own 
acconqianied my Jhiglish friends. Puiil 


was even mot*© reluctant to ^rt thdil hlft innater. Ih> 
had never travelled except with a party, where tin. 
other servants and dragomen were company for him, 
and after these chance encounters ho was for a wliiu’ 
completely prostrated. The moment of parting canm 
and passed ; warm adieus were exchanged, and, witli 
Paul and my own rais for company, 1 set out on foot 
for Assouan. 

Directly opposite tho Island of Philoo is a stopping, 
place for boats, where dates, tho great jiroduce of 
Up]>cr Mgypt, ar(* brought in large qnniitities, and 
dt‘posite(l jiroparatory to being sent down to Cairo. 
All along the iqiper part of tlio Nile the palm-trci* 
had become more jilcntifnl, and here it was the pvin, 
cijial and iilmost only priidiiet of tlie country. 11,5 
value is incstimablo to the Niibiaua, as well as to Hk. 
Arabs of Upper Egypt ; and so well is tliis value kiiownj 
and so gcni'ral is the progress of the country in Euro- 
])eau iiuprovemmits, that every trec.pays an aiiimal tax 
to tho great reformer. 

The Nubian is interesting in his appearance and 
character ; his figure is tall, thin, sinewy, and graceful, 
possessing what would be called in civilised life an nit- 
comnion degree? of gentility ; Ids face is rather dark, 
though far removed from African blackness; Ins fc:i. 
turcs are long and aquiline, decidedly resembling tki^ 
lloman ; the expression of his fact? mild, amitihle, and 
approacdiing to imljinclioly. 1 remeinher to Iiavi* 
thought, when resoling Sir Walter Scott’s (.'rusadirs, 
that tlie nu.daniorphosis of J\enn<‘tii info u Nubian 
.strained and inqirobable, as 1 did not tlien understand 
the .sbuilc.s of difference in the features and coinplexiun 
of tin? iiiliabitants of Africa ; but ob.servati«>ii has sIwavu 
m<,“ tliat it was my own ignorance lluit deceivtal mm' ; 
and ill thi.s, as in otlu'r de.-,eriptions of Eastern srrene-:, 
I have been hu’ci'il to admire the great and inlimati? 
knowledgi! of details [xissc'-'-ed by tlie un(M(UaUt.*d nove- 
list, and ids truth and liveline.‘-.i of deserijition. 

The inhabitants of Nubia, like ail who come, midi r 
tbe rod of tile ])aeha, siillV'r the aeemnulated ills r.j’ 
poverty. Happily, tiny live in a (touiitry wln'riMinir 
wants are. few’; tin* ^.^ln warms tlieiii, and tiie paiiii- 
Ine ieeil.s and clothes ihmn. Tin.* iir-e of fire-arms is 
almost inikuowu, and tlieir weaiioiis are .still tiie .spear 
aiul shitdd, as in ages long }>asl. In the njiper j'art ef 
Nubi.a till* men ainl wi>meii go en(ir<‘ly naked, oxei'pl a 
jiirce of leather about six iiiebes wide, cut in string.:, 
and lied a)»«mt tbeir leiii.s ; and oven here, on tlie cmo 
liue.i of Egypt, at lea.st om,' half of the Nubians appear 
in the same costume. 

J do. not know wluit has inadi* me introduce thesi’ 
remarks upon tlie character and manners of (he ;\ii- 
hian.s here, except it. be to jxivi* (lie way for the iriri- 
denls of my walk down to Assouan. Wishing to g' ^ 
rid <>r my imph a.saiit feeling.-^ at parting witli my coir.- 
pauion.s, 1 hcgaii to bargain for <me id' the large hejoy 
ciul>s, made of tlie jxilm-tree, wliicli every Nubian 
earrie.s, and bought wliat a Kentuckian would call a 
screamer, or an 1 vi.shmau a toothpick ; a large round 

lib, about two imriies in iliameter, wldi*b seldom Kit 
my hand tiil f lo.st it in the Holy Land, 'j'lx'ii seeing 
;t NnbiaK riding backward and forwanloii a droined.-ivvi 
sln»wiug bis }»a<M.‘K like a, jockey at a lior.se-market, 1 
begnn to ]>a.rg;*lu loi* him. 1 mounted Jiini (tln.5 first 
•itno J had UMiunted a (Iromedary) ; and as ,I expected 
to have ct nsiiiiu’able use for liim, and liked his jiaces, 
1 was on tlie point of buying him, but was prevented 
by ilie sudden relleetiou tivat 1 iiad no means ol getting 
birii down to ( niro. 

My next c.s.say was upon more delicate ground, 
began to bargain for tbe eoMtuiue of a Nubian lad\, 
and to nse an expressive phrase, though in this case 
not literally irue, 1 bought it off her back. ^ One of mv 
friends in Italy liiid been very particular in mukuig’*^ 
eollectimi id' ladies* costimi(*H, and, to a man curious iii 
j iho.se thing.s, it struck mo lliat nothing could be 
curious ihan thi.s. One of tho clemonta of 
stud to hi; Himplicity ; and if this bo not a mere 
ficth'ii, aiid beauty when unadorned ia really wdoiae 
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the most^ young Nubian girl whoso dress 

1 bought adorned in every perfection. In fact, it was 
impossible to be more simple, without going back to 
the origin of all dress, the simple fig-leaf. She was not 
jnoi’O than sixteen, with a sweet mild face, and a figure 
that the finest lady might bo proud to exhibit in its na- 
tive beauty ; every limb charmingly rounded, and every 
tuiiscle finely developed. It would have been a burn- 
ing Kliiime to put such a figure into frock, petticoat, and 
the other et ceteras of a lady’s dress. I now look back 
this, and many other seeiins, as strange, of wliicli 
1 tliouglit nothing at tlie time, when all around was in 
j.ouibrjiiity. 1 reinemljer, however, though J thought 
nothing of seeing women all but naked, that at first I 
hid feel somewliat delicate in .atteni])ting to buy the few 
iiiclies that constituted tin; young girl’s wardrobe. Paul 
bad no such scaniph^s, and 1. found, too, that as in the 
road to vice, ‘‘co n’est qne le premier pas cjui coute.” 
Ill sliort, 1 bought it, and have it witli iin; ; and to the 
curious in such matters I have no liesitation in saying, 
that the costume of a Nubian lady is far more curious 
than any tiling to bo ffiund in Italy, ami would make a 
decided scns.'ition at a masquerade or fancy ball. 

It was nearly ilark, when, from th<‘. ruined heigiit of 
ihe old city of Assouan, 1 saw my little boat with the 
ihig of my counirv, and near it, hardly less welcome 
to my eyes, the ivil-cross banner of ihigland. 'I’lie 
sitjlit of llu'se objects, assisteil by my multifarious bar- 
j'ainings, I’tdietod mo frriiii the loneliness I had felt in 
jiarting frtun my friends ; and I went <m Itoard the 
Jhiglisli boat. Imping To liiid a party v.itli which I liad 
partially arrange«l to set out 1‘rom f'airo, and which I 
was every day expt^cting. I was <lisapia)inted, how- 
iM'r; but found a gentleman ti> whom 1 was then a 
stcaiiger, the Ihiglish consul at Alexandria, lleliad 
bven t ighleen years in the country, closely dovot(‘d to 
Ids pnlilic and private iluties, witlimit ever luiving Vieeii 
ill rpper li.gM*'* ^ point ttf returning home, in 

enjoy in li's own country and among his own people 
Mho fruits of dlls lionourablc labours, be bad now for 
the iirhl time ascend<*d tlm Nile, lie was aecouipanied 
Ijy his ilanghter, who had reigimd as a belle andb«.aiuy 
ill ilie aneu'iit chy «)f ( 'leopatra, :;.nd her newly married 
hii.sband. ( ‘oiniiig from home, tlndr boat was fariiislieil 
and hltid nji with all kinds of niNuries. d'beir tea- 
talilc, in ]tarticu]ai*, inadi* smii a strong iiiqiressioii <»n 
iiK'. that when I met tlicm again at 'J’hehes, i liappeiUMl 
I') tind myself on board their huai regularly about tin* 
liinc' fur tile eiiiog meal. I was eM*eedingly j>ii‘;ised 

wiili .Mr T ; so mueli so, linn at Thebes I gavi> him 

the strongest mark of it a man could glse — 1 bor- 
iMw.-d mum y oi’ him; and I have reason lo ivniemher 
los kiiKlmr.'S in me I'rom a situation which 

niighr have embarrasse’d me. 

llarly tiu' next morning tlie sails wi re alreadv loosed 
and tin- stake piille<l up, when I’aul, from i lie bank, 
ci.cd out, <• A .-aiil” and looking down the river. I saw 
a hoat coming iq*, ami .again tin* Unghsli l!ag. I fnrh d 
lay sails, fasiened lia; stake, and wail«al till she eaim- 
lip, and found the t>arly 1 ha<l e\[>eeted. I went on 
heard, and breaUlasled w ith tiu in. d’hey laid started 
h*oni Cairo yn the same day wifli me, but with lludr 
large boats could not keep up \vit!i me again?'! the w imk 
I hey had heard of me along tiie river; ami, among 
‘'dier things, had heard of my huMiig shot a crocodile, 
^yaiting to se<^ them oil' for tln^ ( •'land of i’inhe, and 
bidding tliem good-bye nmil we should meet at 'I’liebes, 
1 I’eturm d to my lioal, ami, h ning fall the saii.s, before 
tlicy wcu'c out of sight was lU scendii.g tlie, Nile. 

l^Iy face was now iiirned towards home, VTlibns^mds 
id miles, it is true, wa-re between us; biit^Mvas on the 
hoyoin of a mighty river, w hich was C4irrying me to the 
imghtier ocean, and the waves that were roiliiig by 
‘i‘.Y side Were rapidly hurrying on, ami mig'it one day 
"^I'-'-ili tlio siiorcs i»f my native land. It was .a beautiful 
pi osjuict I had bi'foi’tJ me now. 1 could lie <m tJio dock 
el my boat, and Uoat hundreds of miles, shooting ut 
i-’i’ncodilvjs j or 1 could go asliore and vainhlo among 
I'luderii villngetf, and the ruins of ancient cities, and 


all the time I thought I would he advancing on my 
journey. . Before night, however, the wind was blow- 
ing dead ahead, and wo were obliged to furl our sails 
and take to oiii* oars. But it was all of no use ; our 
boat was blow'u along like a featlier ; carried round, 
backward and forward, across tlie river, 7.ig/.ag, and at 
last fairly driven up the stream. With great difticulty 
we worked down to Ombos ; and here, under the mins 
of an ancient temple, part of whicli bad already fallen 
into the river, we hauled up to the bank, and, in com- 
pany with half a dozen Arab boats, lay by till morning. 

^laii is a gregarious animal. My boatmen always 
liked to stop wlnri'c they saw other boats. I remember 
it was tlie same on the Ohio and Mississippi. Several 
years since, wlnni the water was low, 1 started from 
Pittsburgli, ill a tlat-bottomed lioat, to float down to 
New Orleans. There, too, we were* in the habit of 
stopping along the bank at night, or in windy or foggy 
weatln‘r, and tlie scenes and cireumstanccs were so 
different that the eontrast was most interesting and 
im]>ressive. Here we moored umltn* tlie ruins of an 
ancient ttmiple, tliero wo made fast to the wild trees of 
an untrodden forest ; liere we joined half a dozen boats 
with eight or ten men in each, and tliey all gatlierod 
round a tire, sipped cidfee, smoked, and lay down (juielly 
t(» sleep ; tiuir<? we ivii*t the dashing roaring boys of tlm 
\V'i‘st, ripe for fun, frolic, or tight. The race of men 
^ iialf horse, half alligator, ami t’other half stearn-bc.at,” 
b.'id m)t yet passed away, and when(fvi?r two boats met, 
ibeso restless rov(‘rsimi‘^t “ do something ;’^play cards, 
pitch jHoinies, fight eoeks, set fire to a lionsc, or have a 
row of some descri[>tion. Indeed, it always involved a 
long train of interesting reHections, to compare the still- 
ness and quiet of a joui-nc'y on this oldest of rivers with 
the moving castles and the splashing of paddle-wheels 
on tjio giM-at rivers of the New' M'orid. 

At daylight I had mounted the bank, ami was grop- 
ing lunoiig the ruins of the tcauple*. 'flie portico fronting 
tin* river is a iiobl** ruin, lu^arly 100 feet in length, witii 
llnxMJ vows of colninns, live? in eacli row, .‘lO feet high, 
and 10 feet in dkiineter at the base?. The princijial 
figure on the walls is U&iri.s, with a crocodile In.‘a(l, and 
the saei’ed tan in iiis Jiaml. 'I’iie Omhites were distin- 
guished for their worship of the crocodile, ami this 
noble tenij>lo w.as dedicated to that bestial god : among 
tlie ruins are still to b(.^ seen the wall on wliich tho 
sacred animal was led in religious procession, ami the 
tuidv in w iiicli he was bathed. 

Towanls notin we were njtpri'aebing Iladjar ISilsily, 
or the Uoek of liic Chain, the narrowest ]>art of the 
river, bonmk d on each side by ranges of sandstone 
immiitains. ( m the eastern side are anch*iit quarries 
of great i'xit'nt, witli the same ajniearauee of freshness 
as at Ass«»uan. Notiiing is known of the history of 
ibi'se quarries ; but they seem to have furnished ma- 
terial enough for all the cities on tlie Nile, as well 
as the tinipl('s and inoiuiments that ad<irned them. 
V\ holt? juounrains have been cut away ; and while tho 
solitary traveller walks among these deserted work- 
bliops/aiid looks at the smooth sides t»f tlm mountains, 
and rile IVagnit .‘nrs td'^inf nished work around him, ho 
ftvis a rt'spect foi* Jie ]Kople who have passed aw.ay, 
greater than w hen stamling among tho ruins of their 
mighty tempi. s ; for here lie has only the evidences 
of lliea* gigantic industry, witiunit being reminded of 
the gro.is and disgusting purposes to which tliat in- 
tlusiry was })rt)stitutcd. Tin? roads worn in tho stone 
by ihc ancient carriage-wheels are still to he seen, and 
somewhere among these e.xtensive quarries tra,vellci’.s 
iiave ibiiml an iiulinislied sphinx, I remember one. 
place w lieiv iJii're was an irregular range of uiiHnished 
doors, which might wi'll have been taken for the work 
of Ijoginm rs, jn’aetisiiig under the eyes of tlioir niastci*s. 
Taul took a philosophic and familiar view of them, and 
said, that it seemed as if, while the men \vei\' at w'ork, 
the boys playing uround had t.'iken nj> tlie tools, and 
anmsed themselves by cutting these dooi's. 

Hn the opposite side, too, are quarries, and .several 
ranges of tombs, looking out on tiic river, c.xcavated 
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(leitiM in the recessoB for the altai*s. I remember a 
beautifhl chamber overhanging the river like a balcony. 
Jt had been part of a temple, or perhaps a tomb. Wo 
thought of stopping there to dine, but our boat had 
gone idicad, aiul our nant of provisions was somewhat 
of an impediment. 

At about four o’clock wo saw at a distance the 
minaret of Edfou, There was no wind, the men wore 
gently pulling at tlie oai*s, and I took one myself, much 
to the uneasiness of the rais, who thought I was dis- 
satisfied. Sloth forms so prominent a feature in the 
composition of the Orientals, and quiet is so material an 
item in their ideas of enjoyment, that they cannot con- 
ceive why a man should walk when ho can stand, why ho 
should stand when he can sit, or, in short, why he should 
do any thing when he can sit still and do nothing. 

It was dark before we arrived at Edfou. 1 moan it 
was that period of time when, by nature’s laws, it should 
be dark ; that is, the day had ended, the sun had set 
witli that rich and hurning lustre which attends liis 
departing glories nowhere but iii Egj pt, and the moon 
was shedding her pale light over tlie vuilov of the Is’ilo. 
But it was a. moon that lighted up all nature with a 
paler, purer, and more lovely liglit ; a moon that would 
have told secrets ; a moon — a moon — in short, a moon 
whose light enabled one to walk over fields without 
Btumbling, and this was, at tlie moment, the principal 
consideration with me. 

Edfou lies about a mile from tlio bank of the river, 
and, taking Paul and oiui of the Arabs witli nu', 1 sot 
off to view the temple by moonlight. The town, as 
usual, contained mud houses, many of tlunu in ruins, ti 
mosque, a bath, bazaars, the usual ajx'logv for a palace, 
and more than the usual quantity of ferocious dogs ; 
and at one corner of this misorablo j)Iace stands one of 
the inagniliceni temples of the Nile. The pro})ylon, it-^ 
lofty proportions enlarged by the liglit of the moon, was 
the most gn.j.d and imposing portal i saw' in Egypt. 
From a base of nearly JOO feet in h iigth and .‘h) in 
breadth, it rises on eacli si<le the gate in tin; form of a 
truncated pyramid, to the height of lOO f(;ct, gradually 
narrowing, till at the top it measures 7a feet in lengtii 
and Ifi in breadth. Judge, then, what was ilio toinpi<t 
to wliicli this /ermed merely the entrance ; ami tiiis 
was far from being one of iJm hivgo. leinj)les of Egypt. 
Tt measured, however, 4-10 hot in Jmgih and L’llb in 
breadtli, about equal to tlie whole space 0 (!Ciipied by 
St Paul’s churchyard. Its dronios, ]»rc>naos, eolnnms, 
and capit-als, all correspond, and eneloMing it is ;i lii^li 
wall, still ill a state of perfect preservation. 1 walloMl 
round it twice, and, by means (d' tiie wail erijotexl to 
exclude the uuballow'ed gaze of the .stranger, i loopr-d 
down upon the interior of tlie ternph'. Jhiilt by the 
Egyprians for the liiglicst nsos to whieli ii Jojilding 
could be dedicated, for the wci.vliip of their gods, it is 
now used by tlie pacha as a granary and storeboust;. 
The portico and courtyard, and probably the interior 
cbanibers, were filled v-itli grain. A gnaid wa.s sra- 
tioned to secure it against tbo pilfering .£\rabs ; and 
secure the ndclity of the guard i^iniscif, lie was iDckf'd 
in at sunset, and thu key left with t’ e gow rnor. The 
lofty entrance Avas closed by a wooden <loor ; tiio vigi- 
lant guard was already imlecj), and we wr-re obliged to 
knock some time befoia; we <rould wak(3 liim. I 

It was a novel and t;xtraordinary Rceiu;, fjur parley | 
with the guard at the door of the temple. We v>:iv | 
standing under the gn'at p.ropylon, mere insects at im; ; 
base of the lofty to\v.Ts;jKjiiiid us at a little distance sat | 
a group of the miserah'o villager.s, and leaning against 
a column in the porch of me tcinplt! wii.s ths indistinct 
^gure of the guard, niotionlc'---;, \ ! answering in a low 

8 like an anc^^ nt pi- >•* flcli*.' j 'ogth; aiis'.vcr.s 
les. By thy mellow light tue moon o.v'ery 
led magnified; the pmpoj'ta js of 

appeared more m.ajestie, the misevable 
1 it Btill more miserable, and ?) past glory 
went rain of this once most mvoured land 
n me with a force I had not fedt even at the 


foot of the pywimide. If the ef little un, 
known city now stood in Hyde Park or the garden oi 
the TuillerieB, France, England, all Europe, would 
upon it with wonder and admiration ; and when thou, 
sfinds of years ghall have rolled away, and they, too 
shall liavo fallen, tliere will bo no monument in thoso 
proudest of modern cities like this in the little town of 
Edfou, to raise its majestic head and tell the paseiij» 
traveller tlie story of their former greatness. ^ 

Some of the Arabs proposed to conduct me to tlio 
interior tlirough a jiassage opening from tlie ruined Initg 
oil the to]) ; but after Bearching a while, the miscrahio 
village could iiotprodncoa candle, torch, or taper to lifrht 
tlio way. But 1 did not care much about it. 1 did not 
care to disturb the strong impressions and general eifoot 
of tliat moonlight .scene ; and tliougli in this, asiiiotlxn' 
things, 1 subject myself to tho imputation of liaviuff 
been but a superficial observer, I Avould not exchange 
the livi-ly rceolleetioii of that night for the most accurate 
knowhulgo of every particular stone in the whole temple. 

I returned to my boat, and to the sui’prise of my yaia 
ordered Jiim to pull up stake and dx'op down the river. 
1 intended to droj) down about two lioiirs to Elytliias 
or, in Arabic, Elkob. No one on board knew where it 
was, and, tem]>li‘(l by the mildness and beauty of tlio 
night, 1 staid on deck till a late lioiir. Several timcji 
wo saAv fires on tlui banks, where Arab boatmen weru 
passing the niglit, and Iniiled tliem, but no one knew 
the place; and tliongli .seeking and in(|inriiig of iljoa' 
Avlio liatl spent all their lives on the banks of tlio river, 
we passed, without knowing it, a eity which once carrird 
on an extensivti connnorco Avltli ilic lUul Sea, Avliero the 
traces of a road to the emerald mine.s ami the fallew 
city c»f Berenice are still to be S(M;n, and the ruins, of 
who<e templt>s, witli the boaufifni paintings in its tombs, 
exrite tin* admiration of every tra\4.-ller. 

We continued (h-hcemling witii the e.nrn'ut all night, 
and in tlie inorning 1 betook mys< if to my old sport of 
shooting at crocodiles and jH>]ic:in.s. At about eleven^ 
okrlock we arrived at Esindi, tlio aneli at Lato])olis, 
called from the wonhij) of a tisli, iiuu eontainuig l.'iOft 
or 1*000 inluihit.uds. ili.re, too, the mi.-erahle suhjeefs 
<*f the pacliii may turn from ilu- eontmnplalion of theiv 
degraded .stale to tlie greatrie.-s oftliose who lia\e gone 
lielori; them. In the centre of the vi!l;igo, alnio. t hiincd 
hy the accinmiiat ion of sand frotn the desert and liio 
ruins of Arab lints, is anotiier inagnllici nt ti niple. Bic 
.street i-i upon a loA'el with the root, .and a hole lias hi cn 
dog between two colnmus so as to give i nf ranee to tlio 
interiei*. ’fjjo traveller has by this lime Ic-st the woiiiicr 
and indignation ai tin; barbarity of converting liirweie 
• i< rfnl ri'iiiaiiiH of Egyptian .skill and labour to tin? 
meanest ns«'s ; and, desceinling Ix-twe/ ji tlie excavated 
roliimiis, finds liimself, wiliiout any hading of ‘■iirjii’isc, 
in a large cleared sjiace, filled with grain, earthen jiirs, 
ami A rails, d’ho gigantic columns, with tlieir lotus 
le.'ived capitals, ai'e familiar things ; but among tlu' 
<ievices on the* ci ilirig, bis wandering eye is fixed hy 
cej-tain mysterion.s cliaraeter.s, wliicli liavo been cailctl 
the signs of tin; zodiac, tind fnun wliicli .speculators ui 
science have <talcnl;it,ed tliat tlio temple was built more 
than ()*•()(» yo.ars ag<», before the time assigned by iliu 
Mosaic Mccunnt as the beginning c>f the world. 

But this little town conlaiiis object.s of more intenst 
Ilian the ruin of a. lu atluMi tcmjde; for here, among 
the bigoted followers of iVIaliornine<l, dwidl tiftyorsixiy 
tdiristian familio.;, being the last in Egypt, and stand- 
iiig*on the very outpo-sts of llie (diri.stiuii worhl. 'ihuy 
exhibited, however, a melancholy picture of tlic reli- 
gion they profess. The priest was a swarthy, scowling 
Ai'ah, and, as Paul .saiil, looked more like a robbi i* tlnnj 
a pa.stor. He followed us for bucksheesh, and atteiidc 
by a crowal of boys, we went to the bouse of the Idsliop* 
This Id^hop, as he is styled by courtesy, is :i miserable- 
looking old man; ho fold us ho had charge of tlm 
churches at Esneli, and of all the Christiaus m t le 
World beyond it to tho south. His flock coii^JS^ « 
about 2u(), poor wanderers from tbo true priii^plco o 
Chrisuanity, and knowing it only as teaching them 
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make tlje tfgi W Son, 

and Virgin, ^nd a fotog calendar of saints. Outside the 
door of the church was a school ; a parcel of dirty boys 
sitting on the ground, under tho shade of some palm- 
tr(5e8, with a more dirty blind man for their master, wlio 
seemed to bo at tho work of teaching because he was not 
fit for any thing else. I tnnied away with a feeling of 
jnelaucholy, and almost blushed in the pros(incG of tlio 
haughty Mussulmans, to recognise the ignorant and 
degraded objects around me os iny Christian brethren. 

CIIAPTKR X. 

I’lioboB, its Temples and great Kuins.— The Obelisk of knxor, now 
of Paris.— -An Avenue of Hpliiiixes.— Carnac.— -Tlic lUummy 
The Tombs of tho Kings.— Tlic Alctrmonluiu. 

It wius nearly noon, when, with a gentle breeze, we 
dropped into tho harbour of Thebes. The sun was 
beating upon it with meridian s])leudour ; the inhabi- 
tants were seeking shelter in their niiserahhi huts from 
its scorcliing rays; and wlieu \\o made fiist near the 
remains of the ancitnit port, to which, more than thirty 
centuries ago, the Egyptian boatman tied lii.s boat, a 
small group of Arabs, smoking under the shade of some 
palm-trees on a point above, and two or ilircti stragglers 
who came down to tho hank to- g.r/ti at us, were the 
only living beings we behelil in a city wl»i<;h liad uuiu- 
bored its millions. When Greece was just emerging 
from the .sliades of barbarism, and l)eibr<? the: name of 
Homo was known, I'jgypt was far advanced in .science 
and tho arts, and Thebes the mo.st magniticenfc city in tl)e 
world. Ihit tiio Assyrian eaimi and overthrew for over 
the throne of tho 1‘haraohs. Tho PeiMan war-cry rang 
through tho crowded stro<ds of Tbebo.s, C'aniby.-^es laid 
bis destroying hands upon the tomplo-s of its gods, and 
a great(.:r than llabylon the Great icll to ri.se no more. 

'i’he ancient city was tw( nty-tlavo miles in circum- 
ference. Tho valley of the iSilo was not large onoiigh 
to contain ir, and its extremities ro.sted upon tlio bases 
of the mountains of Aral)ia and Africa, J'loi \vh<.>lo of 
this great oxteut i.s more or le.ss strewed wiili ruins, 
Iwuken columns, and avenues of sphinxes, e<»Io.ssal 
figures, obelisks, pyramidal gateways, portico(ns, hlock.s 
of [MilislK'd granin?, ami stones ef oxiraordiiauy jnag- 
riltndt*, while above them, in all llic iiake<iness of 
desolation,” the colossal slodetons of giant temples arc 
standing in the unwatered sands, in solitude and 
silence. They are neither grey nor bUiekcncd ; lluiro 
is m lic.he.n, no nmss, no rani; grass or mantling ivy, to 
robe lluuu and conceal llieir d(;formiiies. lake the 
bones of man, they seem t(» whiten under the sun of 
the desert.” The sand of Africa has been their most 
fearful enemy; blown upon tlnuii for more than iUlOO 
years, it lias buried tho largest numiimcnts,;md,iii 
nittunee.s, almo^t entire temples. 

At tills day tlio temples of 'Jliehes are known almost 
every where, by the glowdng ix'porfs of traveJiors Ar- 
tists have taken drawings of .-ill their niinrae ut iajls. nd 
1 .sliall refer to them very briefly, (hi the A.ral»ian side 
of tlie Nile are tho great temple.s of Luxor arulG'arnac. 
The temple of Luxor stamls near the bank of the rivor, 
built there/ as is supposed, ^br tlie convenience of the 
Lp'ptian boatmen. iJefore tin' magnificent gateway 
of this temple, until within a few vears, stood two lofty 
obelisks, each a single block of red gvanitg, more than 
eighty foot high, covered with umlpturti and hiero- 
glyplncs fresh as if but yc;:ierday from tho hands of the 
Bculptor. One of them has been lately taken down by tlie 
I’Vench, and at tins moment reai-s its daHiig .«lunimit 
lo tho skies in the cemro of admiring Paris ; the other 
is yet standing on the spot where it was ♦ir.st erected. 

Between these and the grand propylon afe tw <» colossal 
statues with mitred hcatl-drcsses, also single blocks of 
granite, buried to the chest by sand, but still rising more 
than twenty feet above the ground, '.fhe grand propylon 
*8 a magnilicent gateway, more than 200 feet in length 
s-t its present base, and more tlmn (>0 feet above the 
sand. The whole front is covere^ wdth sculpture — the 
battle scenes of an Egyptian warrior, designed and exe- 


cuted witji extraordinary fopoe and spirit. In one com- 
partment the horo is represented advancing at the head of 
his forceij, and breaking through the ranks of the enemy ; 
then standing, a colossal figure, in a car drawn by two 
fiery horses, with feathers waving overhead, the reins 
tied round his body, his bow bent, the arrow drawn to 
its head, and tlie dead and w^ounded lying under the 
wheels of his c.ir and tho hoofs of liis horses. In an- 
otlier place several cars are seen in full speed for the 
walls of a town, fugitives passing a river, horses, cha- 
riots, ami men, struggling to reach tho opposite bank, 
while tho h(To, hurried impetuously beyond the rank 
of hi.s own followers, is standing alone among the alain 
and wounded wlio have fallen under his formidable arm. 
At the farthest extremity he is .sitting on a throne as a 
conqueror, with a sceptre in his liand, a row of the 
principal captives before him, each with a rope around 
his neck ; one with outstretclied hand.s imploring pity, 
and another on his knees to receive the blow of the 
executioner, w'liile above is the vanquished monarch, 
with hishand.s tied to a car, about to grace the triumph 
of the conqueror. 

Pa.ssing this magnificent entrance, the visitor enters 
the dromos,or large open court, surrounded by a ruined 
})ortico formed by a double row of eoluinns covered 
with sculpture ami liit.-roglyjdiics ; and working his way 
over heaps of rubbish ami Arab liuts, among stately 
eoluTiiiis twelve feet in diameter, and between thirty 
ami forty feet in lieigbt, witli spreading capitals resem- 
bling tho budding lotus, some broken, some prostrate, 
.some ball* buried, and some lofty and towering as when 
they were ('reeled, at tlie disLance of (500 feet reaches 
tlio sanctuary of tlie temple. 

But great and magnhiceni as was the temple of Luxor, 
it .served but as a portal to the grcaiter Gariiac. Stand- 
ing nc-arfy two miles from Luxor, the wliole road to it 
was Jiued witli rows of spliinxes, eaeli of a solid block 
of granite*. At tiiis end th»'y arc broken, and, for the 
ino-it part, buried under the sand and lieaps of rubbish. 
But appro.iching ( 'aruac, they stand entire, still and 
solemn as wlien :l!!' ancient Egyptian jiassed between 
them to worship in tlie great lemi»le of Ammon. Four 
grand pro])y Ions u rminate this avenue of .sphinxes, and, 
]>assiug through (lie last, tlie scene which presents itself 
doficH de-scripiion. Bol/.oJii remavks of tho ruins of 
'1 lu be.s gi.'ueraily, tliat ho felt as if lie wore in a city of 
giants ; and no man ean look iqtou tiio ruins of Carnac 
without feeling humbled by tlio greatness of a people 
who liave passed an ay for ever, 'i’he western (.-ntrance, 
faelng the tcnqdc of Northern l)air on tho opjiosite 
.sl<i(* of tlu? river, also approached between two rows of 
sphinxes, is a magniliceiit ])ro]>ylcn 400 feet long and 
! 40 fo*-t in tidekiiess. in the laiiguago of l)r Bichard- 
! .‘Jon, ' looking forward from the centre of this gatew'ay, 

I the vast scene of havoc and destruction presents itself 
[ in all the (*xtent of this imnu'nso temple, with its co- 
luinn.s, and walls, and iminen.se propylons, all prostrate 
in one lu-apof ruims, looking as if tln'iliunders of heaven 
had .smitten it at the command of an insulted God.” 

Tho field of rnin.y is about a mile in diameter; the 
temple it.M-li' J-iiO Cqct long and 420 broad. It has 
twelve principal enhances, each of which i.s approached 
through rowsof spliinxes, aa across the plain from Luxor, 
and each i.s composed of propylons, gateways, and other 
buildings,in tlieinselvi's larger than most other temples ; 
the sides of some of them arc equal to the biisca of most 
of the pyramids, and on each side of many are colossal 
stntm's, some sitting, others erect, from twenty to thirty 
feet in heiglit. lu front of the body of the temple is a 
large court, with an immense colonnade on each side, 
of thirty columns in length, and through the middle two 
rows of colnmn.s lifty feet in height ; then an immense 
portico, the roof supported by 1 34 columns, from twenty- 
six leet to thirty-four feet in circumference. Next w'ere 
four beautiful obelisks more than seventy feet high, 
three of which arc still standing ; and then tJie .sanctuary, 
consisting of an apartment twenty feet squaie, the walla 
and ceiling of large blocks of highly-polished granite, tho 
ceiling studded with stai^ on a blue ground, and tho 
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walls covered with sculpture and hieroglyphics repre- 
fieiiting offerings to Osiris, illustrating the mysterious 
uses of this wicred chamber, and showing the degrading 
diaracter of the Egyptian worship. Beyond this is 
another colonnade, and again ])orticoes and walls to 
another propylon, at a distance of *2000 feet from the 
western extremity of tin; t<'iiiple. 

But these are not half of the ruins of Thebes. On 
the western side of the river, besides otlu'rs prostrate 
and nearly biirietl midor the sands, hut the tract's of 
which arc still visibh\ the temples of ( rornon, Niu’thern 
Dair, Dair-el-Medinet, tlie Meninoniinn, and Aredinet 
Aboil, with their columns, and sculpture, and colossal 
figures, still raise their giant skeletons a hove the sands. 
Volumes liave been written ujxin tlieni, and volumes 
may yet be written, and he that roads all will still liav«' 
but an iinpeiTeet idea of the ruins of Tlicbos. 1 Avill 
only add, that all these temples were couture ted by long 
avenues of spliinxes, statues, propylons, ami colossal 
figures, and the reader’s imagination will workout the 
imposing scone that was prosonted in the erowtled streets 
of the iu>w desolate eity, when with til! the gnj’gooiis 
cercmonii.s of pagan idoi.atry, tlie priests, b»*.iring the 
sacred image of their god, and followetl by tliousands of 
tho citizens, made their annuai jirooossion from temple 
to temple, .tnd, witlt harps, and oymhals, and songs of 
rejoicing,” brought hairktlieir idol, and replaced him in 
Ids shrine in the grand temple at l.’arnae. 

Tlie rambler among the ruins of 'I'ln bos will often 
ask himself, ** AN' here are the jKiiaees of tb.e kings, ;ind 
princes, and ]tcopl«‘, inIkj worshipped in tliese mighty 
temples?” With tlie devout thougli degraded spirit I'f 
religion that possessed the Egyptians, they seem to liave 
paid but little regard to tlioir earthly habitations ; their 


nothing like tJieni ; ajtd he who h»8 ^eu them 
hardly believe in their existence. They lie the valley 
of Biban-el>Melook, a dark and gloomy opening iu 
sandstone mountains, abotit throe quarters of an hour 
from Gornou. The road to them is over a dreary wasto 
of sands, and tlieir doors opeu from the most desohuo 
spot that tho imagination can conceive. 

Ihodorus Siculus s:iys that forty -seven of tliese toinb^^ 
wore eiilt'rcd on the sacred registers of the Egy^itiau 
priests, only si'veiiteon of whiirli remained at tlio tiiuo 
of his visit to Egypt, about sixty } ears u. c. In our 
own days, tho industry and enterjiriso of a single iiulj. 
vidiial, the indefatigable Belzoni, have brought to light 
one that was jirobably entirely nnknowii in the tina; of 
tlie Grecian traveller. Tiie entrance is by a narrow 
door ; a simple excavation in the .side of the mountain 
without deviet* or ornament. Tlie entranee-hall, whidl 
is extremely beautiful, is twenty-seven feet long umj 
tw enty-five broad, having at the end a large door open, 
ing into another clnimher, t.w<*nty-eight feet by twenty- 
fivc, the walls eovirred with ligun^s drawn in outline', 
but ])erfeet as if recently done. Descimding a largo 
staircase, and passing tJirougli a bi'autiful eorridur, 
Belzoni came to :iiiotlu*r staircase, at the foot of whirli 
he entered another ajiartinent, twenty-four feet liy 
thirteen, and so ornamenttxi with sculpture and paini- 
ings that he called it the Hall of Beauty. Tho sidi-s of 
all the chambers and e(>rri«kn's are covered witli s<ruiji- 
tiire and paintings ; the colours .apjiearing fresher as ti;r 
vi^itor advances lowar<ls tlie interior of the toinh ; aiitl 
the walls of this chamber anr covered with tin? ligiiviv, 
»)l Egyptian gods ami goddesses, seeming to liov(;r rouiul 
and gnartl Uu! remains of the lunmur<-d dead. 

Farther on is a larg(.* hall, twenty-eighl feet long uiid 


temples and their tombs were the principal o'ojeets tliat ' twenty -stjven broad, supported by t\v«i r^>\^s of square 
engrossed the tlnnights of tins extraordinary jH'ojile. ' pili.ars, which Ih lzoni called the Hall of Fi liars ; aiul 
It has been well sai<l of them tliiit they reganhxl the j heyond this is the «*n!ry to a lai’ge saloon with a vaiihcd 
hahitatious of the living iiien'Iy as temj>orary resting- j roof, thirty-two feet in li*n;;lh ami twenty-seven ut ‘ 
plinres, w Idle I'l lombs were rt'gavded as ]»ennai3t‘nt ;*ml | breathh. Opening from this were sevej al other ehaiii-^ 
eternal mansions ; and while nofa vestige of a hahitaiion ! Iters of <lilb rent dimension'^, one of them uiifiid>he<l, 
is to be seen, thtj tombs remain monuments of splendour i ami om* forty-thri<' feet long by sev«. nteeii hf.'t six, 
and nnigidfieo'iicf*, perliaps ovaai more woiuierfid tban | mehes wide, l‘i nhiidi In; found tlie mummy of a hull; 
the rtdiis of tlit.ir temples. ( linuing to the cherished j f'Ut in the centre of the grand .-.doo'a was a saico[)hagiis 
tlocrrine of the metempsychosis, the immortal part, tai ! <»f tin* finest orit ii!.'!.! alahasler. only two inches thich, 
leaving its cartlily tenement, was snj»posed to become ; minutely sculjunred within and willioiit willi sever.il 
a wandering, migratory spirit, giving life and vitality j JminJnxl figures, and ju-rfectiy transpanad winai a light 
to .some bird of tin* air. some lx ;-,: of thefiehl. orsinrn; ; was placi'd wodhin it. 

fish of the sea, waiting for a regeneration in the natural j Ail over tin* eori'id-n's and «-]i;nnbei s (he wails jor 
body. And it was of tin* very essenee of tins faith tc* • adorned witli sculjnnres .’nid paintings in intaglio ibi'l 
iiicuicate ;t pious reganl for the security and preserNa- j relief, representing g»)ds, goddesses, ami tin; liero of th ■ 
tion o jad. The wliolo mmintaln-side on the | tomb in the most prominent events of his liie, jaie.-: , 

western of the* river i.s «tne vast necropolis. T’lie j religiiius ]»rocessi(,us and saerilic.t s, boats and agricul- 


orx.’u iloor.s of touilxs are seen iu long ranges, and at 
different ohrvallons, and on the jdaiii large pits have 
been oju ned, iu which have been found lOUO muinmjes 
at a time. For many yi.-ars, and until a late order of 
the jjucliu preventing it, the Arabs liave been in the 
liahit of rilling the tombs to .si'll the niuniinii s to travel- 
lers. 'I'housands liavi* been torn from the pla'^ es where 
l)ii»us liuud.s lia<l laid them, and tlie hones meet the tra- 
veller at every step. Tlie ArabsMise tlic mumniy-ca.sc.s 
for fii*(.-wood, the hitnminous inauf*r : h.‘mI in the 


tural scein.'s, ami the most lamiliai* pietiires of everv- 
day life, in colours as I’resli as If they w( r<; paiiiled nut 
more than a month ago ; ami tin; large .s.iloon, ligliu l 
u{» with the blaze of oiir torches, .'•i t nied nion- hitiin,' 
for ;ibanqueting-liall, for song and dance, than a bnria! 
place of the dead. All travr]lcr.s com ur in j)roii<Miin- 
iiig the sudden transit mil hum the dreary de.sert. withoiit 
tlmse inagiiiliei'iit toinhs as operating like a .scene <1 
-ca.ses I enchantment ; and wt; may imagine wliat must have 
e «*m- been the sensation.s of Jlel/.oni, when, wamlering wil'i 


balnmient being weil adapted to igiiiiion ; and tlieepieii- j the exeiicmmit of a lirst liiscoverer throngii tlu'.se heiiii- 
rean tniveller may cook his bre.'ikfast with the cofHn of | tifi I corridors and eiiambers, lie found himself in tin 
a king. Xotwithstaiiding the digirc’datioris iluit have g'reat saloon leaning ovm* the alahaster sanrojihagns. 
been committed, tlie mummies liiat liav;; heeii take:i 
away and scattered all over the world, tliose that have 
been burnt, and others tiiat now remain iu fragnieii. . 
around the tomlv,, the mimliers yi.*t nndi.stnrhed are* no 
doubt inti uitely greater; fn* tlie fu'actice of embalniiug 
is known to have existed irujii the (‘arilest periods rc- 
<tortletl in the liistory of Iv^ypt ; ; od by a rough com- 
imtation, founded upon 1 1 lo ‘age, r]u. ])opu)atioii of me 
die average do .ition of nmna*i life, h is wip- 
herc are from b,«)<jh.(H)ij to ]0,opM.<n? ’ uf 
dies ill the vast necropolis of ^Diebos- 
;ese resting-places of the dead, i turn .ol- 
io those ol more tiian i*oyal in.,gnificencc, 

[ilh'.j ui the kiiig.s. The world can ishow 



All old Aral) who acconi]»anied ns renieinhered Bclzom, 
and pointed out a eliamher where tho forlumite ex- 
nlorer entertained a party of European travollci’s wli'i 
iiajipened to arrive there at tJiat time, making the toin!* 
of Fharaoli* ring with shouts and songs of meiriniciit- 
At diH'eront times 1 wandered among all tliese tombt^- 
All were of the same general charactm* ; ail pessciisi 'l 
the same beauty and nuignifiecncc of design and liiiibh) 
and in all, at the extreme end, was large saloon, 
adorned with ticnlptnre and paintings of extraordiujjp 
heauty, and eontuining a single sareophagu.s. “ I 
kings of the nations did lie in glei*y> o' cry one in H ’ 
own houno, but thou art cast out of tliy grave like ‘i* 
* .Suiipodtd to be tho tomb of I’iniiaoh MccUo. 


ftbomina^l® branth.” Every sarcophagus is broken, 
T,ud the bones of the kings of Egypt are scattered. In 
one I picked up a skull. I mused over it a moment, 
and handed it to Paul, who moralised at large. " That 
luaiij” eaid he, “ once talked, and laughed, and sang, 
and danced, and ate maccaroni.” Among tlie paintings 
on the walls was represented a heap of hands severed 
from the arms, showing that the hero of the tomb had 
played the tyrant in his brief hour on earth. I dashed 
{lit; skull against a stone, broke it in fragments, and 
pocketed a piece as a memorial of a king. l*aul cut off 
one of the ears, and we left the tomb. 

Travellers and commentators concur in supposing 
that these magnificent excavations must have boon in- 
tended for otlier uses than the burial, each of a single 
king, perhaps, it is said, like the chambers of imagery 
seen by the .Jewish pr()i)lu^t, they were the scene of 
idolatrous rites performed “ in the dark and as the 
Israelites are known to have l>ecn mere copyists of the 
J^;gyptians, these tombs are supposed to illustrate the 
words of Exekiel : “ Then sai<l he to me, Son of man, 
dig now ill the wall ; and when 1 had digged in the wall, 
behold a door. And he said unto ni(?, Oo in and sec 
the ahominahle things that they <lo there. So I wi*nt 
in, and saw, and hediold, every form of creeping thing 
and ahominahle beasts, and all the i<lols of the house 
of Israel, ponrtrayed upon the wall round about.” — 
Kxek. viii. h-10. 

Amid the wrecks of former grentiu'ss which tower 
nhovc the plain of Thebes, tin; inhabitants who now 
liuver around the site of tlm ancient city art^ porhaj)s 
the most miseruble in Kgypt. On one side of the river 
they build tlu'ir mud lints aroundthc ruins of thetomples, 
aiui on the other (heir host liahitations arc in the tombs ; 
wherever a smal) space has l)oen eleanal <iut, the itihalii- 
(anfs crawl in, witli their dogs, goats, slie< p, women, and 
rlilldnm ; and the .Arab is passing rich who has for Ills 
.siet'ping-]>lace the sarcophagus of an ancient Egyptian. 

1 have several tiiiu's spoken of my intenih d jimriicy 
to the gri'at (Jusis. Sonietliing was yet wanting in my 
• voyage on the Nile. It was ealin, tann*, and wanting 
,^^in tliat high cxcitetneiit wliicli 1 had e\|'ectod from 
^lrav(dling in a barbarous country. A woman and child 
^:inight go safely from ( airo to the Cataracts; ami my 
; l)leod h('gan to run sluggishly in my veins, llesides, I 
■ had a great curiosity to see an <'asis ; a .small spot of 
green fertile land in tlie gn*at desert, rising in .solitary 
ln anty lieforc the eyes of tin? traveller, after days of 
jonnicying ihrougli arid wastes, and diviilcd by vast 
.sandy ramparts from ilie rest of tlie world. The very 
name of tiu; great Oasis in tin' Libyan De.sert carried 
Avitli it a wild and almost fearful interest, too powerful 
for me to ri'.sist. It \v;is beyond tlie beaten track ; and 
die sheik with wliom I madi- my arrangements insistiMl 
on my taking a guard, telling me that he understood 
tlie character of liis race, and an .Arab in the desert 
could not resist the temptation to rob an nnproteeted 
traveller. For my own part, I had more fear of b- ing 
i< llo\ved by a party of the very nnjirepo.ssessing hdlows 
wli(> were st('althiiy digging among tlie tomb.s, and all 
of whom knew of tlie prepai’ations ior our j»>uvney, ilian 
from any ,ve might eiicounfer in the de.scrt. ! must 
confess, however, that I was rather amiiM'd wlien I 
reviewed my body-guard, and, witli tln^ gravi*st air in 
the World, knocked out the priming.*, from their guns, 
•‘uhI primed them anew' w ith the best of English powder. 
^Vlieii J got through, 1 was on the point of discharging 
th<*m altogc'thor ; but it would bavi* brokrn the poor 
Mlow.s’ hearts to disapju>inl tliemoi their three piastres 
(about tiftcen cents) per diem, dearly earned byA vvalk 
ail day in the desert, and a eliauco of bt?ing shot at. 

In the aftei'iioon before the day fixed for my dbpar* 
tiire, I rode by the celebrated Memnons, tiic Datif^and 
•Sliainy of the Arabs. l’t?rhaps it was bt?canse^it was 
tlie last time, but 1 bad never before looked 
'vith 80 much intere.st. Among the mightier mouiiijlieT^ts 

TheboR, her temples and her tombs, 1 had passed 
Ikcse ancient statues with a comparatively carelc.ss eye, 
f'carcely even bestow ing a thought upon the vocal Hem- 
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non. Now J was in a different mood, and looked upon 
its still towering form witli a feeling of melancholy in- 
terest. I stood before it and gazed up at its worn face, 
its scars and braises, and my Jieart warmed to it. It 
told of exposure, for unknown ages, to the rude assault.s 
of the elements and tlie ruder assaults of man. 1 
clitnhed upon the pedestal, upon the still hardy legs of the 
Memnon. 1 pored over a thousand inscriptions in Greek 
and Latin. A thousand names of strangers from distant 
lands, who had come like me to do homage to the mighty 
monuments of Thebes ; Greeks and Romans who haa 
been in their graves more than 2000 years, and who had 
written with tlieir own hands that they had heard the 
voice of the vocal Memnon. Jhit, alas! the voice ha.s 
departed from Memnon ; the soul has Hcd, aiul it stands 
a gigantic skeleton in a grave of ruins. I x*eturned to 
my boat, ami in ten minutes thereafter, if the vocal 
Memnon had bellow'ed in my cars, he could not have 
awakecl me. 

CHAPTER XI. 

The Ar.ib.s and tlio l‘acha.— .Man h into the Desert.— Arab Chrls- 
tians.— A cold fleception. — Ari^b Punctualily. — A Nijjht in n 
Convent. — An Arab Chri.stiaii Priest. — Speculative Theology. — 
A Journey cndo<l before oomtneneed. 

EAUr.v in the morning I was on the bank, waiting for 
my caravan and guides. I liad (?very tiling ready, rice, 
mueearoni, bread, biscuit, a hai*'*, and a few shirt.s. I 
had given instructions to niyrais to take my boat down 
to .Siout, and wait fur ino tiiere, as my intention wast») 
go from tlu‘ gri'at Oasi.s to the < lasis of Siwab, contain- 
ing the riiin.s oitlu? temple of Jupiter Ammon, to de.stroy 
wliieh ( ainbyscs had 8«nit from tliis very spot an army 
of .50,0(10 nu'Ti, who, by the way, left tln ir bones on the 
.sands of .Alri<‘a ; and I need md r<‘iniiulthe reader that 
Alexander the Great had visited it in persuii, ami been 
acknowledgerl by l!n‘ jyrit'st as the sun of Jupiter. 1 
waited a little i-'uger, and then, bceoniiiig impatient, 
mount’ d a donkey to ri<le to the slieik's. My rai.s ami 
crew accompanied me a little way ; they wers: the only 
persons to hid ns far<'\vell ; and, as l*aul remarked, if 
we m.'ver got hac*k, they were tlie only persons to make 
any report of as to oar frieiid.s. 

'J’lie sheik's house was .-•itiiated near iho mountain.s, 
in the mid.st of the tomb.s forming the great necropolis 
oi Thelx's, and w<‘ found him .surrounded by fifty or 
sixty men, and women ami children witliout number, 
all inlping to fd out the expedition. There did not 
appear to be mmdi ehoiee among them, but 1 picked 
out iny boily-guard ; and when I looked at their swarthy 
visages by broad daylight, 1 eouhl not lijp asking tho 
slunk what security I had against them, riie slieik 
seemed a little louehod, but, pointing to tin? open doors 
of the tombs, and tho miserable beings around us, lio 
.<aid he bad their wives nml ehihlreu in his hands a.s 
pltnlges for iny safety. Of the sheik liiinself I know 
nothing, ox<!ept tiiat ho was sheik. I know', too, that 
though liy virtue of the paeha's finnan he was bound to 
do every tiling he could for me, lie wa.s no friend to the 
pacha or bis government ; for one e\ening, in speaking 
t)f tho general j>over^v of the Arabs, he said that if one 
fourth of them ow n* d a musket, one charge of powder, 
and one hall, liefore morning thiTo would not be a Turk 
in Egypt, ilowovi'r, I knew all this before. 

At 12 o’clock the last sack of biscuit was packed upon 
the eainel.s, and 1 mounted a fine dromedary, while my 
companions bade farewell to their wive.s, cliildrcn, ami 
friends ; a. farewell so calm and quiet, particularly for 
a pcojile who.so blood was warmtvl by the buriung* .sun 
of Africa, that it seemed cold and hoartlc.ss. 

My caravan consisted of six camels, or rather four 
camels and two dromedaries, four cmntd-drivers armed 
with swords, eight men with pistols and muskets, Faiil, 
and myself. It W'us the first time 1 had undertaken a 
journey in the desert. My first endeavcuir w as to learn 
something of the character of my comiianion.s, and even 
Paul became perfectly satisfied ami phxiscd wuth tho 
Journey, when, upon acquaintance, he fouml that their 
ugly outsides gave uo true indication of the inward man* 
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QttV guide, ho whoxras to conduct ua through the 
patUosa desert, was not yet with us ; he lived at a vil- 
lage about four miles distant, and a messenger had been 
sent forward to advise him of our coming, llioiug for the 
last time amoug the ruined temples of Thebes, beyond 
the limits of the ancient city, our road lay behind the 
valley bordering the river, and along the edge of the 
'desert. On one side was one of the richest and most 
extensive valleys of the Nile, well cultivated, and at this 
season of the year covered with the richest greens ; on 
the other were bari'eii mountains and a sandy desert. 

In about four hours we saw, crossing the valley and 
stojjping on the edge of the desert, a single Arab. It 
was our messongc?r, come to tell us tlnat our guide would 
meet us at a Christian church about four hours’ march 
in the desert. AVe now left the borders of the valley, 
and struck directly into tlie desert. Before us, at some 
distance over a sandy plain, was a high 3*ango of sand- 
stone mountaius, and beyond these was the mighty 
waste of sand and barronucss. Towards evening we 
saw' from afar the churcli at which w’o were to meet oiir 
guide. It was the only object that rose above the level 
of the sands ; and as the setting sun was fast reminding 
us that the day w'as closing, it looked like a resting-place 
for a weary travelloi*. 

Congratulating myself iipoii my unexp(*cted good for- 
tune in mooting w ith those w ho boro the name of Chris- 
tians, 1 was stiil more happy in the prospect, for this 
night at least, of sleeping under a roof. As we ap- 
2 >roached, we saw the tigure of a man stealing along the 
wall, and w ere near enough to hear the hasty closing of 
the door and the heavy drawing of bolts inside'. It was 
nine o'clock when w'O dismounted and knoekctl .at the 
door of the convent, but rect'ivod no answer; we knocked 
sigain and again w ithout success. AVtj tlieu commenced 
a regular battery. I rattled against the door witli my 
Nubian club in a small way, lilm Ricdiard at the gate of 
tlie castle of Fr.mt de Brruf ; l)ut my Idows did not tell 
like the l.)attle*a ^(^ of the laon-Iicarted, and Ihs' churlish 
inmates, secure behind their strong walls, pai<l no re- 
gar<l to us. Tir('d of knocking, and irritated at this 
inhospitable treatment from iikmi calling tliejn.s('lves 
Cludstiaus, I walked round the )>uilding to s«*e if by 
accident there was not some back-door left open. Tiit; 
convent was enc*los(3d by a square wall of unhurnt liriek, 
twelve or fourteen feet higdi, and not a door, wiinlow, 
or loop-hole, was to bo seen. It was ]»uilt for dehuiec 
against the roving Arabs, and if wo bud intended to 
Ktorni it, wo could not have f<)nnd .an assailable point. 

1 returned, vexed and disripp(»int('d ; ainl calling away 
iny men, and almost cursing the uTicbristlan .spirit of its 
imuates, 1 pitched iiiy tent under il.s walls, ainl prepared 
to pa'^s the niglit in the desert. 

I Iiad jiardly stretched myself upon iny mat before j 
1 heal'd the smart trot of a droimalary, mid pre.seiilly 
my guide, wlioui I had almost iorgotten, dismounted I 
at the door of the tent, lie was a tall, hard-facetl, 
weather -l>t}alcii man of about fifty, the wliffo hairs i 
just heginiiing to make tiieir appeai-ancc in his black 
beard. 1 wanted to have a good view of him, and, 
calling him inside, gave him a .se%^ on tlie mat, a j'ipc, 
and cotihe. iJe told me that fir nutuy years he liad 
been in the habit of going once a-ycar to th(i Oasis, 
oil a trading v*)yage, and that he knew the road per- 
fectly. Almost the iirat thing ho said was, that he 
i5Upposcd 1 inte nded to remain there the next day, 'J'bo 
Arabs, like miK-,t other ^n-ieiitals, have no respi;et f »• 
the value of tiiiu' ; m d among the ja-tty vexations of 
travelling among theni, fc'tt' annoyed me more ihan tin* 
eternal ‘Miokhara, Ijokliara” — to-morrow, to-morrow,” 
When they first sent to ihis guidi' to know wiiether lie 
could engage witli me, he said k ^ wi..^ ready at any mo- 
ment, by wJiichheprobai 'yiiKaun a wee k iiotuv. ; .^nd 
Wiicn they seiit w'ord that 1 had n.imed a partienlar lay, 
he ptobab^i^lliQIlfght that I would he along in tlie coiuso 
of tiiorcafter, and was no don),; takei. by 

messenger came to tell .nni that 1 
1 tiio march. J, of cmirsi', bad ne idea 
.ore. He told me that X had better stay ; 



that o^e dav could not make any ^ilbyenoo, and finally 
said he had no bread bahed, and must have a ^y 
two to prepare himself. I answered that he had told 
the sheik at Thebes that he would bo ready at any nio, 
meut; that it was absurd to think I would wait there 
in the desert ; that 1 would not be trifled with, and 
if he were not ready tlife next morning, I would ride 
over to his village and make a complaint to the sheik. 
After a long parley, which those only can imagino who 
have had to deal with Arabs; he promised to be there 
at sunrise the next morning, and took his leave. 

After supper, when, if ever, a man should feel good- 
natured, I began again to feel indignant at the churlisli 
inmates of the convent, and resolved upon another 
cflbrt to SCO what stuff these Christians were made of. 

I know that tho monks in tlieso isolated places, among 
fanatic Mussulmans, were sometimes obliged to havo 
recourso to carnal weapons ; and telling Paul to kei^p 
a look-out, and give me iiotico if he saw the barrel of 
a musket presenting itself over tho w'all, I again com- 
menced thundering at the door ; almost at tho first 
blow it w as thrown wide opmi, with a suddenness that 
startled me, and a dark, surly, and half-naked Arab 
stood facing mo in tlie doorway, lio liad been recon- 
noitring, and though not suflicimitly assured to coino 
out and welcome us, he was ready to open when again 
snnimoned. With no small clegroe of asperity, and 
certainly without tlie meekness of tlu' character upon 
which 1 was then presuming, I asked him if that was 
his Cliristian .spirit, to let a stranger and a Christian 
sleep out.side liis walls when he had a roof to shelter 
liim ; and before ho could interjiosc a woril, I hadiv'ad 
him a homily upon tho Cliristian virtues tliat would 
have done credit to some pulpit.g. lie might have re- 
torted upon me, that witli the CXiri.stiau duties coming 
so glibly from my tongue, I was amazingly deficient in 
the cardinal virtue of forbearance ; but 1 had the satis- 
faction of learning that I Iia<l not been excluded by thq. , 
bands of Cliristiaiis. H'hc priests and monks had go»^ ■: 
[ to a neigliliouring village, and he was left alone. l,ftf|||i 
lowed him through a sort of courtyard into a 
huh', where wa.sa noble lire, wiHi a large ealdron ho^m|| 
over if. He ueifluir asked me to stay, nor told nie^^ 
g(q and seated liiin.st'lf by the fire, perfectly iiulilft^t?l^Jp 
to my movements. As .soon as 1 liad satisfied ii|(yge§ j 
that he was alone, nml saw'tliat my Aral>s had foHs>xvo4’ 
me, I tlionglit 1 ran no risk in considering the IjuiWiaj: 
as a. castle whicii I had stormed, and liirn as the c|tptivf! 
of my bow and S[»ear. 1 therefori' rtspiiied liini tirshov.- 
me the interior of tho convent, and he iimnediaioly f. . k 
iij) a blazing stick from tlie fire, ami conducted m^xilii- 
in ; and wiien J told liim that I meant to slee|j^n’i\‘, 
he said it would be for him a night white a.s mS|c. ' 

Prom the vc.stibulo tho door opened into tiio ciuiinl, 
which coihsisted of a Jong apartment riiiiniiig tr:lll^' 
MU'sely, tho door in the centre ; the floor was eoveivl 
witli mats, ostrich-eggs were suspended from the e. il- 
ings, and thri'o or lour -( Ccsses contained ulfars to 
. vourito saints, liirectly jjipo.site the door was a linger 
recess, in wJiich stood the great altar, scjiaratcd hy a 
railing, ornamented w ith hone and inothcr-of- pearl, and 
over tilt top wore four pictures of St George slaying llm 
dragon. 1 walked up and down the chapel tw'o or throe 
tinie.s, followed in sileneo by my .swarthy friends, nut 
.iltogether with tlie reverential spirit of a pious Cliris- 
tian, blit ivith tho prudonco of a man of tho world, look- 
ing out for flic best place to sleep, and flnally depusihd 
my mat at the foot of tho great altar. 

I might belter have slept mi tho .sand after all, lov. 
tho w'alls of the church wore damp, an<l a strong curvoiif^^ 
of air from tlio largo w indow above had bfeeii })ourin^,; 
in upon me tlio whole night. W'hon 1 fijst wok*', 1 leljv 
as if pinned to tlie floor, and I was starXli|p\and alaron.'^^ 

; t the roouiTeiice of a malady, on accq^t of which t 
was then an exile from Jiome. I wc|i^ .outside, an*.-; 
fouinl, altlmirgh it was late, that tlio guhlc^id not com^ 

If ho had been there, I should no cloub tM vg 
but, most fortiinatcdy f or me, I had ti™®) 
was a changed man since the day befoj aEp ^ bu<>y*^] 


of spinttt was imd I was depressed aiid dejected. 
I sent a messenger^ however^ for tiie guide ; and while 
X was sitting under the walls> hesitating whether I 
should expose myself to tho lon^ and dreary journey 
lieforo me, 1 saw four men eoming across the desert 
towards the convent. They were the priest and three 
of his Christian flock ; and their greetuig was such as 
to make mo reproach myself for tho injustice I had 
done the Arab Christians, and feel that there was some- 
thing in that religion, even in tho coiwupt state in which 
it existed there, that had jiGwer to open and warm tho 
heart. Tho priest was a tall thin man, his dark face 
almost covered with a black beard and mustaches, and 
wore the common blue gown of the bettor 'class of Arabs, 
with a s<xuare black cap on his head, and his feet bare. 
I could not understand him, but I could read in his face 
that he saluted me as a brother Christian, and welcomed 
me to all that a brother Christian could give. 

Living as wo do, in a land wherej tho only religious 
dillcrcnco is that of sect, and all sects have the bond of 
a common faith, it is ditiiciilt to realise the feeling which 
draws together believers in the same Cod and tho same 
itedeeiiier, in lands whore power is wielded by the wor- 
shippers of a false religion. One must visit a country 
in which religion is the dividing line, where liaughty 
and deluded fanatics are the masters, and hear his faith 
reviled, and seo its professors per.s<;outed and despised, 
to know and feel how strong a tie it is. 

Alter exchanging our gnadings outside, the priest 
l(sl ilio w^ty to the church. I do not know whether it 
wus a customary thing, or done specially in honour (d 
me (I’aul said the latter) ; but, at any rat»', lie innne- 
diat«‘ly lighted up tho editice, and, sli]»ping over his 
frock a dirty white gowni, with a largo red cross down 
the back, comiiionciMl tho servic^i of the mass, lli.s up- 
pearanco and manner wore oxtrenirly interesting, and 
v<'ry dillcHMit from those of tloi priest [ laid seen at 
Msneh. His line head, his ihi])Io expression, In's oar- 
iK'stness, his simplicity, his apparent piety, liis long black 
heard and mustaches, iiis mean apparel and naked feet, 
all gav<^ liim the primitive aspect of an apostle. Ho was 
assi'^UMl hi dirty, ragged, lairei'ootcdhoy, who followed 
vouiHl^ith a censer of iiieenst*, Yigen)n>ly perfum- 
iog the church from time to time', and thou cliiulungup 
a stand, holding ou ]>y Ills naked feet, .'Ujd reading a 
h'Sson from the tinnuhtal, torn, and latlered leaves of an 
Arahic iliblc. Then' were but three persons present 
liesiiles myself; pour, igmu’ant people, far astray, no 
doubt, from the pjith of true Christianity, but worship- 
j'iiig. in all honesty and sincerity, according to tho best 
iigiit tlic'y liad, ihetlodof their fatliers. The priest went 
lliroiigli many long and nunieaning forms, w'hicli I did 
nut uiiderstaml, but 1 had sc'en things <]uite as incompro- 
heiisiblo to me in tlie splendid calhedrals of lairope, and 
1 joined, so far as I could, in the Imrnhle worship of 
theso Kgyptiaii Christians, There w'cre no vessels of 
silver and gold, no imposing away of costly implement ', 
to eajitivate tho senses. A broken tumbler, a. bt.tCe of 
wine, .and three small rolla of bread, formed tho .simple 
matouials for tho holy rito of the Lord’s Supper. Tlie 
three Arabs. part«>ok of it, and twice it was otfered to 
me; but flic foeling.s with ^=^hich I had been aivn.stomed 
to look upon tins eolemn sacriHeo hu'bade me to partake 
of tho consecr.ated eleinciils, and ir.vor did I, regret my 
unworthines.s .so bitterly as wdieu it prevented mo from 
joining iu tho Iioly fea.st w'ith the^c Bjiiiple lieartcd 
Christians, lii the inoaniime Paul camo in, and the ser- 
vice being (‘udod, T fell into converstition wdh the prio.st. 
He was a good man, but very ignorant, weak, and of 
great simplicity of cbavactcr. llo condnetod uio .around 
the little church into tho several chapels, and pointed 
out all that lio thought curious, and particularly Iho 
ornaments of bemo and inothcr-of-^earl ; and, finally, 
uith a most imposing air, like a priest in a church m 
Italy uncovering tho works of tlio iirst masters, ho 
<h‘ew the curtain from tho four ])ict.nrc3 of .St fleorgo 
claying tho dragon, and looked at mo with an air '#f 
great satisfaction to unjoy the expression of my suv- 
L*'if3e and astoiuslimciit. 1 did not disaj^point him, nor 


did 1 teA him that I had the nf^ht befoye most irr^e*' 
rently drawn aside tho curtain, and exposed these 
sacred speoimens of the arts to the eyes of my unbo- 
lieving Arabs ; nor did I tell him that, in each of tho 
four, St George seemed to be making a different thrust 
at the di’agoii. There was no use in disturbing the 
complacency of the poor priest ; he had but little of 
which he could be proud, and 1 would not deprive him 
of that. Leaving him undisturbed in his exalted 
opinion of St George and his dragons, I inquired of him 
touching the number and condition of tho Christians 
under his cliarge, and their state of security under tho 
government of the pacha ; and, among other things, 
asked him if they increased. lie told me that they 
remained about the same, or perhaps rather decreased 
X asked him if a Mussulman ever became a Christian. 
IXo answered never, but sometimes a Christian would’ 
embrace tho religion of Mahomnied, and assigned a 
causo for this unhappy diflerenco v/hich I am sorry to 
mention, being no less than the influence of tho tender 
passion. XIo told me that, in the free intercourso now 
existing under tho government of the pacha between 
Christians and Mussulmans, it often happened that a 
Christian youth became enamoured of a Moslem girl ; 
aud as they could not by any possibility marry and re- 
t.{iin their separate religions, it w'as necessary tliat one of 
them .should cliangc. ^Fhe Mo.slein dare not, for death 
by tlie hands of h»jr own friends would bo the certain 
consequence, while tho Christian, instead of running 
any temporal risks, gains wdth his bride the protection 
aud favour of the Mussulmans. I*aul seemed rather 
scandalised at this information, aud began to catechise 
tho pric-st oil hi.s own account. I could not understand 
tho conversation, but could judge, from tluj movements, 
that Paul was examining him on that cardinal point, 
the sign of tlio cross. All appeared to go smoothly 
eiiongli fora little while, but 1 soon noticed the tJasliiiig 
of Paul's eyes, c.Tid sundry other .symptoms of indigna- 
tion and conteiiipt. I asked him sevirral tinn-f; what it 
was all about ; hut, without answering, ho walked l)ack- 
ward and forwaid, slapping his hands umk.'r tho priest’s 
nose, and talking louder and faster tiuiu ev<;r, and I 
h;el to tako In.M of him, and ask him sharply what the 
plagiio wsis tlio matter, heforo I could get a word out of 
liiin. “ A ])retfy (.'hri>tian,'’ .said Ikiul ; ‘‘fast flfty-sbt 
<la>s for Lent, wlieii wo fast only forty-six ; forty that 
our .Saviour was in tlio iiioiint, and six .Sundays.” X 
told liim tlicro was not so much dilfereiico between . 
them as 1 thought, as it was only ten days ; ho looked 
at mo for a moment , and thou, a.s if fearful of trusting 
himself, bhniggo'd his shouhlers, and n'l.arched out of the 
chapid. During all this lime, the condition of the poor 
J)r^ --t was pilialde ami amusing; he had never been so 
.skcrply que.stioiied before, and ho li.stened with as much 
deference to Paul’s qne.stioM.s and rebukes as if he had 
been listening to the Pope of Pome, and, when it was 
over, looked jierfectly crest-fallen. 

It was tw elve o’clock when the man we had gent after 
the guide returned, hut before this time my malady had 
increased to such a degree as to leave mo no option ; 
and 1 had resolved %) abandon the Oa.si.s, and go back 
to Thebes. I had great reason to congratulate myself 
upon my accidental detention, aud still greater that 
tho symptoms of my malady had developed fhemaelves 
Iiefoivj 1 had advanced another day’s journey in tho 
dc. 5 ert. Still, it was with a heavy heart that I mounted 
my dromedary to return. X had not only the regret of 
being compelled abruptly to abandon a long-cherished 
plan^ but 1 had groat uneasiness as to what was to be- 
come of me on my arrival at Thebes. My boat was 
probably already gone. I knew that no other could bo 
obkainod there, and, if obliged to wait for a casual 
opportunity, 1 must live in niy tent on the b;mk.sof tho 
river, or iu one of the tombs. IVIy anxietie.s, )iow'ever, 
ware quickly dispelled on my arrival at Thebes, whero 
1 fouiul the Knglish gentleman and lady wliom I had 
mot at Cairo, and afterwards at tho Cataixacts. Thoy 
kindly took me on ho.aial their boat ; aud so ended my 
expediliou to tho great Oasis. 




CHAPTEU XII. sugar costs more than that imp<>rt0d> ftadli^ught by 

A XmTelUng Artist and Antiquary.— An Egyptian Sitgar^houac. none but governors and dependents of the pacha. Jt 
-r<lrcieian Architecture.— A Melancholy Greeting.— Tyranny of is made from Cane, contains a great deal of saccharhio 
thePacha.— Amateurs of Physic.— Memphis.— Adventure with matter, and has a good taste, but a bad colour. This 
a Wild Boar.— Perils of a Pyraraiii.— The Cataconxbs of Birds, factory, however, cau hardly bc Considered as indueutiul 
—Amor Pairia?.— Voyaging on tho Nile. upon the general interests of the country, for its priu- 

I SHALL never forget the kindness of these excellent cipal business is tho making of rock candy for tho ladies 
friends ; and, indeed, it was a liappy thing for ino that of the harem. They gave us a little to taste, but would 
my own boat liad gone, and that 1 W’as thrown upon not sell any except to Mrs S., the whole being wanted 
their hospitality ; ft>r, in addition to the greater com- for the use of the ladies. There was also a distillery 
forts 1 found with them, 1 had the benefit of cheerful attached to the factory, under tho direction of another 
society, under circumstances when to be alone would Arab, who gave satisfactory evidence, in his own person 
have been horrible. Even when we arrived at Siout, least, of the strengtli of the spirit made, being more 
after a voyage of seven days, they wi)uld not let me leave than two-thirds drunk. 

them, but assumed tho right of physicians, and pre- ^I'he s<uno evening we came to at Beni Ilassan, and 
scribed that I should be their guest until perfectly the next morning landed to visit the tombs. Like all tho 
restored. 1 remained, accordingly, three days longer tombs in Egypt, except those of the kings at Thcbcjs, 
with tlicni, my little boat following like a tender to a they are excavated in tho sides of the mountain, com. 
man-of-war, and passed my tinift luxuriously. I had maiiding an extensive view of the valley of the Nile; 
books, conversation, and a niedicine-chest. But one but in one re.spect they are different from all others 
thing troubled mo. We liad a cook wlio looked upon iu Egypt. The door.s have regular Doric columns, ami 
his profession as a liberal and eiiUghtcniod .scumce, and they are the only specimens of areliitecture ip Egyj»t 
had attained its very highest lionours. He had served wliich at all approximate to the Hreciau style. Tliis 
various noblomeu of eminent taste, had accumulated would not be at all extraordinary if they were con- 
.'iO.OOO dollars, and was now cooking at the rate of fifty structod aft(‘r the invasion of Alexander and the settle- 
dollars a-montli uj><)n the Nile. Michel was an extra- ment of the Gret^ks in the country, but it is ascertaino(l 
ordinary man. He came from the mountains of Dal- that tht‘y were built long before that time ; and, indeed, 
m^tia, near the shores of Adriatic; one of a small it is alleged by antiipiarics that these tombs and tluj 
nation who had preserved the name, and form, and obelisk at Helio]»olis are the oldest moiiunieiits in Egypt, 
.spirit of a republic against Italians, Huiigarian.s, and 'I'he interiors are large and liandsomely i)roi)ortioiif'd 
'J'urks, and fell only before tlie irresistible arm of Aa- of them being sixty fta‘t square and forty feet high), 

polcoii. He had been a great traveller in his youth, and, u»d adorned with paintings, representing principally 
besides Ins attainments in the culinary art,\\as better scones of domestic life. Among thorn Mr .S. and myself 
acquainted with history, aiieiont and modern, than made' out one, wluelt is constantly to he soon at tin* 
almost any man 1 (*vor Ho had two groat pas- present day, namely, a half-nakoil Egyptian, witli a sMn 

sions, the'love of liherty and the loNeof the tine arts <>f water across his hack, precisely like the inodoni 
(cookery included), and it was really extraordinary to Arab in the streets ot (’uiro. 

hear him, with ri ]adl<.' in his hand, and tasting, from We returned to onr boat, ami, Ix'ing now within two 
time to time, s ime piquant sauce, discourse of the re- days of (’airo, and having dilh.*i ''nt places to slop at 
publics of Home and America, of tlie ruins of Italy, below, after dinner 1 said farewell to my kind iVii'iids, 
Palmyra, and l\gyi)t. Miehers dinners, making proper | ami returned to my ow n boat. My cihjw received me 
allowa'nce for the want t*f a daily market, would have ) with tliree cheers, I was going to say, hut Uiey d() not, 
done honour to the bc'st l<»rd lie ever served ; ami J was undcr.staml or juactise tliat noisy modi* of civilised wi.l- 


obliged to sit <iown, <lay after day, to my tea, rice- water, 
biscuit, &c., and listen to the j)raise.s of Ills dainties 
while they passed untasted from me. 

it was not until witli in two <lays of Tairo that %vc 
2>arted, with an agnMunent to meet at .Jerusalem and 
travel together to ikilmyra. We tlid meet for a few 
moinents at Cairo, but the j)Iiigu<' was hegiuniiig to 
rage, tin; pacha ha<l been putting himself into ipiaran- 
tiiie, ami we hud barely time to renew' our eiigagemout, 
which a particularly unfortunate circumstance (the ill- 
ness of 31 rs S.) prevented us from keeping, and we never 
met again. Few" things conmxdeil w ith my compelled 
departure from the Holy Land ga\ '• rue more regn.'t than 
this ; and if these pages should ever meet their eyes, 
they will believe me wlnm 1 sav that I shall remember. 


to the hist day of my life, their kiodiies.s on the Nile. ; 

The st«>ry of my journeying on this rivm* F almost 
ended. Kennch wa.s our first Hm])ping- place on our 
way down ; a place of considerable n -e, there being a. 
route from it across the desert to Cosseir, by which many 
of the pilgrims, and a great portion of tin' trmlc of the? 
Red Sea, are conveyed. 

At Ramaioum, not far below Siout, w'c went a.shorc 
tp visit a sugar-factory Indonging to tho ])aclia. 'i’his 
inanuf^tory is pointfd out as one of the grerat iniprove- 
ments introduced into Egypt, and, so far it ' liow'sthe 
capabiliticH of the Arabs < f which, how ever, no one can 
doubt, it may be consider* d useful. Formerly eighty 
JSuropeans w'ere employed in ihr ^'.ctory, but now the 
work in carried on entirely) 3 rabs 'J'lie p-iiicipal 
\ .IS educated in France at t)i<? ryjMMu c of the pacha, 
and is oi^.of the few who have m d to rendei any 

country and master. The f ulightcm d 
fjinda thoroughly that lil)eral ’ rincipU? of 
my which consists in encoiiraging do- 
turos, no matter at what expense. Xbc 


I come, and gave me tho grave ami quiet salutation of 
their country, all rising as soon as I louclied the deck, 
ami one after tho other taking rny haml in his, :iml 
touching it to his foreluMd and lips. My poor rais^^guvo 
im* a im iaricholy greeting. He had been unwi'll diirlii:; 
the whole voyage, but since we parted had liei u gn)^^" 
ing w'or.se. He told me that our star.s were the same, 
ainl that lui.sfortuno had happened t«i us both as !«oi.u 
as we separated. I could hut ho]»e that our stars v.i ic 
not inseparably connected, for 1 looked iqum him as a 
doomed man. I liad saved liim at Cairo from lx iic; 
prc.ssed into the iiacha's servici* ; ami again in desccii'l- 
iiig, wlicii lie stojipcd at Kemieh, In* ami his w hole t rew 
Iiail been sei/.cd in the ba/aars, ami, in spite <d‘ their 
protestations that they were in tlu* service of an Auu'ii- 
an, the iron bonds w ero put around their wrists and 
ihc* iron collars round their necks. Tlie governor aJtcr- 
wards rod<* down to the river, and tho yViuericaii tk'g 
streamin g from tlu? inastliead of iny little boat procured 
their sp<-cily release, and siived them from tho misei’ablc 
fate of Arab solditirs. 

Hiider all tho oppressions of the 2 >acha’s governnuiit, 
there Is nothing moro grinding than this. The gover- 
nor of a town, iir the sheik of ;v village, is ordered to 
furnish so many im*n as soldiers. He fre<iucntly ha.s 
a leaning towarils his own subjects or followers, and is 
disposed to save, tlicni if lie can ; and if any unliicKv 
stntngcr happens to jiass before tlie complement is made 
up, lie is inevitably pounced ufion as one of tin* rcqnhT” 
number. It is useless for tlm jJoor captive to conqdanj 
that he is a stranger, and that the riglrt.s of ho.si>itamy 
are violated ; he appeals to those who are interested m 
tightening his bonds ; and wlien ho is transferred to t ic 
higher autiioriticH, they neither know nor oaro 
is or whtrnco he comes. He has the thews^^and biiu*w.' 
of a iniin, and though his heartstrings bo ^*ackmg) 


with A wili> Mom 


can beal^ fi liiUdkiety and th&t is enough. For ceiittirieg 
]^gypt has been Overrun by atrangera, and the foot of a 
tyrant has been upon the necks of her inhabitants ; but 
I do not beUeye that, since the days of the Pharaohs, 
thei*e has been on the throne of Egypt so thorough a 
despot as the present pacha. 

}Uit to I'eturn to my rids. His first request was for 
niedieine, wliich, unfortunately, I could not give Idm. 
The Arabs have a perfect passion for medicine. Early 
in our voyage my crew had discovered that 1 had some 
on board, and one or another of them was constantly 
nick until they had got it all ; and then they all got well 
except the rais ; and for him 1 feared there was no cure. 

On the eleventh, early in the morning, Paul burst 
into the cabin, cursing all manner of Arabs, snatched 
tlic gun from over my head, and was out again in a 
inoraont. 1 knew there was no danger when Paul was 
go valorous ; and, opening my broken slmtter, 1 .saw 
one of my men struggling with an Arab on shore, the 
latter holding him by the throat with a pistol at his head, 
'i'lie rascal had gone on shore just at daylight to steal 
wood, and while in the act of tearing down a little fence, 
the watchful owner had sprung upon him, and seemed 
on the point of correcting for ever all his bad habits. 
IJis fellows ran to the rescue, wdth J‘aul at thedr head ; 
and the ciil])rit, relieved from the giant grasp of his ad- 
ve rsary, quietly sneaked on board, and we resumed our 
progress. 

Ill the course of my last day on tlio Nile, 1 visited 
one of the gi-eatest of its ruined cities, and for moral 
rllVct, for powerful impression on the imagination and 
feelings, perluips the most interesting of them all. So 
uhsoliile, complete, and total is the ruin of this once 
powerful city, tliat antiquaries have disputed whether 
lh(*re is really a single monument to sliow whore the 
great Hein phis stood ; but tlie wiiglit of authority seems 
to be, that its stately temples and ])alaees, and its thou- 
sands of inhabitants, wne<* covered the ground now oc- 
cupied by the little Arab village of Metralieiiny. '.riiis 
village stands about four miles from tlio river ; and the 
traveller might \)ass tlirough it ami around it, without 
over dreaming that it had once been llie site of a mighty 
city, lie miglit, indebd, as he wandered around the 
miserable ■ village, find, half boried in the earth, tJie 
hrokeu fragmmits of a colossal statue ; and, looking 
from the shatteriMl ndie to the liaif-savag*' Arabs around 
liim, he miglWsay to hims»'lf, “'I’his is the work of other 
men and other times, ami how comes it heiH5 Ihit 
it would never occur to him that this was the last re- 
maining moniiuieiil of one. of the greatest cities in the 
world, lie miglit stop and gaze upon the huge mounds 
ef rains ]*ile<i among the groves of palm, ami ask 
himself, “ Whence, too, came these i” But he would 
receive no answer that could satisfy him. In a curious 
and unsatisfied mood, he would stroll lui tlirougli the i 
village, and from the oth<*r extremity would see on the 
moiiiitairis towering hefore him, on tlu; edgt^ of the dc- I 
flcrt, a long range of pyramids and tombs, some i, rum- 
bling in ruin, others upright and unbroken as when they 
were reared, and all stretching away for miles, oiu; vast 
necropolis; his reason and reflection would tell him 
that, whtve are the ehamh 'rs of the dead, there must 
also ha ve been the abodes of the living ; ami with wonder 
he would ask himself, ‘* Wliere is the miglit y city whose 
iniiahitants now sloop in yonder tombs i Here are the 
proud graves in which tliey wm**.' buried ; where are the 
Jialaces in which they revelled, and llu< temples in which 
they worshipped And he returns to the b»’6keast;ilue 

and the mounds of ruins, with the assuraiice that they 
are the sad remnants of a city once amoug’tlle proudest 
in the world. ^ 

My inovementH in Egypt were too hurried, my moans 
of observation and my slock of knowledge too limited, 
to enable me to* s])ecuIato advisedly upon the mystery 
which overhangs the liistory of her rninod citic.s ; but £ 
always endeavemred to come to some decision of my 
own, from the labours, the .speculations, and tiic con- 
fiiclvng opwiiions of othei’s. An expression which I had 
aocu referred to in one of the books, as being the only 


one in the Bible in which Memphis was mentioned by 
name, waa uppermost in my mind while 1 was wander- 
ing over its site — And Memphis shall bury them.” 
There must be, I thouglit, some special meaning in this 
expression ; some allusion to the manner in which the 
dead were buried at Memphis, or to a cemetery or tombs 
different from those which existed in other cities of its 
day. Jt seems almost impossible to believe that a city, 
having for its burying-place the immense tombs and 
pyramids which even yet for many miles skirt the 
borders of the desert, can ever have stood upon the site 
of this miserable village ; but the evidence is irresistible. 

The plain on wbicli this ancient city stood is one of 
the richest on the Nile, and herds of cattle are still seen 
grazing upim it, as in the days of the rharaolis. The 
pyramids of Sacchara stand on the edge of the desert, a 
little south of the site of Memphis. If it was not for 
their mightier neighbours, tliese pyramids, wliich are 
comparatively seldom honoured with a visit, would alone 
be decnieil worthy of a pilgrimage to Kgypt. The first 
to wdiich we came is about 350 feet high, and 700 feet 
square at its base. Tlie door is on the north side, 180 
feet from the base. The entrance is by a beautifully 
polished shaft, 200 feet long, and inclining at an angle 
of about ten degrees. We descended till we found the 
jiassage chokeil up witli huge stones. 1 W’as very anxious 
to see the interior, as there is a chamber w ithin said to 
resemble the tomb of Aganuiuuon at Mycciie ; and Iiav- 
ing once made an intere.-jting visit to tliat tomb of tlie 
king of kings, I wished to eompar*^ them ; hut it was 
excessively ch'sc, the sweat was pouring from us in 
streams, and we were sufiocating with heat and dust. 
We came out and attivmpled to clamber up the side 
from the door to the top, but found it so ditticult that 
we abandoned the effort, although Paul afterwards 
mounted, with grt‘at ease, by one of tlie eorners. While 
1 was walking round tlie base, 1 heard a- loud scream 
from that c*ourageous dragoman, and saw him .stand- 
ing about lialf way up, the picture of terror, star- 
ing at a wild l»oar that was riiiniing away, if possible, 
more frightened tl.an himself. It was a mystery tome 
what the animal could be doing tlieiv, unless he went 
iq) on purposed to frigliten Paul. After he got overhi.s 
fright, Jiowever, the boar w.as a great acquisition to him, 
for 1 always had great difficulty in getting him into any 
tomb or other place of the kind without a guide ; and 
wlienever I urged him to enter a pyramid or excavation 
of any kind, he always threw the wild hoar in niy teeth, 
whose den, he was sun* to say, was somewhere within. 

There are several pyramids in this vicinity ; among 
otliers, one which i.s called the brick jiyramid, and w hich 
has ci'umhled so gradually and uniformly that it now 
appears only a huge misshapen mass of briek, somewhat 
re.s*-iiibling a bee-hive. Its ruins speak a moral lesson, 
Herodotus says that this fallen pyramid was built by 
King Asychis, and contained on a piece of marble the 
vain-glorious inscription — '■* Ho not disparage my worth 
by comparing me b> those pyramids composed of stone ; 
1 am as miu li superior to them as Jove is to the rest of 
the deities.” 

Retracing my stetis, I continued along the edge of the 
mountain, which evt^y where sliowed tlie marks of hav- 
ing been once lined with pyramids and tombs. I was 
seeking for one of the most curious and interesting ob- 
jects that exist in Egypt — not so interesting in itself, as 
illustrating the character of the ancient inhabitants and 
their superstitions — 1 mean the burial-place of thesacred 
birds. Jlefore we reached it, my Arab guide pointed to 
a pyramid on our left, saying that it contained a re- 
markable cdiamher, so high tliat a stone hurled with a 
man’s iittnost strength could not reach the top. As 
this pyramid was not mentioned in my guide-book, and 
I hail no hope in a country so trodden as Egypt now is, 
to become a discoverer of new wonders, I at first paid 
no attention to him ; but he continued urging me to vksit 
the lofty chamber ; and at last, telling him that if I did 
not find it as he said, I wotild not give him a pam of 
I bueksheesh, I consented. There w'as no door to tUo 
pyramid ; but, about 100 feet from it base, on the uorth 





tlde^ a square excavation or ahafi about 40 tbet 
deept atthe end of which was a little hole not more than 
large enongh to admit a man’s arm. The Arab scooped 
out the sand, and with his hands and feet worked his 
meagre body through, and I followed on my back, feet 
foremost. Though not particularly bulky, I wanted 
more room than the Arab, and my shouldei*s stuck fast. 
1 was trying to work out again, when he grasped me 
by the heels, and began pulling mo in with all his might ; 
but, luckily, I had play for my legs, and, drawing them 
up, I gave him a kick with my heavy hoots tliat kept him 
from taking hold again until I had time to scramble out. 

While Paul and the Arab w'ero enlarging the hole be- 
low, the top of the pit was darkened, and, looking up, I 
saw two young Englishmen with whom I had dined a 
few days before, wliile coming down the river with Mr 
S. and his lady. They had seen iiiy boat, and come to 
join me, and 1 w^as very glad to see them ; for though 
I had no actual apprehension of the thing, yet it oc- 
curred to me that it would bo very easy for rny Arab 
friends to roll a stone against the hole, and shut me in 
for ever. It would have been something to be buried 
in a pyramid, to be sure ; but even the belief that it 
was the tomb of a king would hardly compensate for 
the inconvenience of being buried alive. We left their 
servant, a strapping Greek, at the door, and the Arab 
having enlarged the hole, wo went to work systemati- 
cally, laid ourselves tipon our backs, and, being prepared 
beforehand, were dragged in by the heels. The narrow 
part of the hole was not more than half the length of 
the body, and once past this, there was mni*e room to 
move about than in any other of the pyramids ; we could 
walk without stooping. Descending some hundred feet 
through an inclined passage excavated in the rock, with 
dad's opening from it at regular intervals, we came to 
the large chamber of which the Arab had sp<.*lvcn. As 
* in all the pyramids and tombs, tlio interior was in per- 
fect darkness, an<l the feeble light of our torches gave 
us but an imperfoet view of tlio apartment. The Arab 
immediately commenced his experiment witli the stone ; 
we could hear the whizzing as it cut through the <*Tnpty 
space, and, after what seemed .a very hmg time, lim 
sound of its fall upon the rocky floor. At some distance 
up we could distinguish a Ajor, and s<oidi?ig one of the* 
Arabs up to it, by the flaring light of liis torch, hehl as 
high as he could reach, wo thought, hut w‘c were not 
certain, that wo could make out the ceiling. 

From Iiencf3 it was but a short distance to the enf.a- 
combs of birds ; a small opening in the .side of .a rock 
leads to an excavated chamber, in the centre of wliieh 
is a square pit or w«dl. Descending the pit Ify bracing 
our arms, and putting our toes in litth? holes in the side, 
we reached the bottom, where, crawling on our hands 
and knees, we w'cre among the mummies of the sacred 
ibis, the embalmed deities of the Kgy])tians. The extent 
of these catacombs is unknown, buL they are supposed 
to occupy an area of m.'iriy miles. The birds or** pre- 
served in stone jars, piled* one upon anotbi r closely 
as they can be stowed. By the ligljt f our torcb<*s, 
Sometimes almost fiat upon our faces, wo. groped and 
crav/lcd along tlic passages, lined on each sid*; with rows 
of jars, until we found ourselves o.;^iu and again stopped 
by an impenetrable phnljuix of the little mummies, or 
rather of the jars containing th^^Tn. Once we reached 
a small open space where we had room to turn i.urselves ; 
and knocking together tw’o ihe vessels, the ol*'ended 
deities witliin sent forth voluin .’s of dust w'hich almost 
suffocated us. The bird wa^ still entire, in form and 
lineament perfect os the miunini*..*! ijj.vo, and like hirn, 
too, wanting merely the I . eatb of life. The A i-abs 
l>rOi*ght out w'ith them several jai*s, which we 
and oscarained abov(; ground, more at our ease. Wii'i 
the pyramids towering around us, it was almost inipos- 
flible to believe that the men who had raised such- mighty 
stracturea hod fallen dowm and worshipped the puny 
birds whowe skel-tons wo were now dashing at our feet. 

My last work Wfts now done, and 1 had seen my last 
the Kile. Leaving behind no for ever the 
of Bgypt, and the mountains andsambi of the 


Libyan'^Desert, I rode idotig Ihe hiuong vU^ 
and groves of pfdm-trees, and a little bdore dark arrived 
at Ohizeh. My boat was there; I went on board for 
the last time ; my men took to their oars, and in half an 
hour we were at Bouloc. It was dark when we arrived, 
and I jumped on shore searching for a donkey, but none 
was to be had. 1 was almost tired out with the labours 
of the day, but Paul and I set off, nevertheless, on foot 
for Cairo. Wo w'cro obliged to walk smartly^ too, as 
the gate closed at nine o’clock ; but when about half 
way there, vvo met an Arab with a. donkey, cheering 
vthe stillness of the evening with a song. An extrava- 
gant price (I believe it was something likoeightefen and 
three quarter cents) bribed him to disraovij^V o-nd I 
galloped on to Cairo, while Paul retraccik|^^teps to 
the boat. The reader may judge hd^“:<yotnpletoly 
“ turned up” must have been the feclili^ of a quiet 
citizen of New York, wlicii told that, in w'iiiding at night 
through the narrow streets of Grand Cairo, tho citizen 
aforesaid felt himself quite at home ; and that tho greet- 
ing of Francisco, the gar 9 on at tho Locanda d’ltolia, 
seemed tho wcleomo of an old friend. Hoping tO rq*?.. 
coive letters from home, I went immeiliately to t]^ 
American consul, and was disappointed ; there were no 
letters, but there was other ainl interesting new’s for 
me ; and as an American, identified with tlio honour of 
my country, 1 was congratulated there, thousands of 
miles from home, upon tho expected speedy and honour- 
able termination of oiir ditHenltios wiili Fr.ance, An 
English vessel liad arrived .at Alexandria, bringing a 
London paper containing tho pre.sident’.s last m<‘ss;ig»', 
a. notice of tho (»frer of mediation from the I’.nglisU go- 
vernnicnt. its .aeeeptanco by France, and tho gem ral 
impression that the quarrel might be considered sotth.'d 
and the money par i. A man must be li>iig and far from 
borne to feel bow dearly bo loves hi.: e'onntry, how his 
eye hright(*ns and his lieart beats wlien he he-ars her 
j) raises from the lips of strangers ; niul when the ]>aper 
was given me, wuh eongratiilatifoi;; and conqdimenty 
on tho snccessf’ul ami honourable i ’siie of the affair with 
France, my feelings grew prouder and proudeT ns 1 
read, until, whe n 1 had tiriished the last line, 1. throw' 
up my cap in tho old city of (’airo, ami shouted the eld 
galhei ing err, “ llnrrali for Jackson !” 

I have luiurd all inammrs of opinion exjirosRcd irt 
regard to a voyage on the Nil(', ;i.nd may b*» allowoil, 
porlia|»a, to giv«3 my own. Mrs S. used frequently to 
.*<;iy, that altimiigli she iusd travelled in France, Swil- 
zeriand, GermaM\, Itfily, and Sicily, she liail never f n- 
joyed a journey 80 much bt'Ion', .ami was always afraid 
that it would end too soon. Anotiier lady's Kentiments, 
exprf'ssed in my hearing, were just the contrary, l ur 
myself, being alom.*, and not in very good health, I had 
some heavy nioTneiitH ; but I liavo noln sitatiou in say- 
ing that, witli a friend, .a good boat well tittt'dup, books, 
g' plenty of time, and a cook like Micliel, a voyage 
on tho Nile would exceed any travelling Avitbin my 
experience. The perfect frei'dbm from all restraint, 
and from t'le couventional tramimds of civilised society, 
forms an ej.Isodo in a man’s life that is vastly agrecahle 
and f'xciting. Think of not sliaving for two months, ot 
Av.tshing your shirts in the Nile, and Ave.aring them Avith- 
out being ironed. True, iliese things are not absolutely 
necessary ; but who would go to Egypt to travel as ho 
does in Europe I “ AAvay with all fantasieH and fetters, 
is tho motto of tho tourist. We throw aside pretty 
much cvoi'y thing excf?pt onr pantaloons ; and a gene- 
rous riA'alry in long beards ami soiled linen is kept up 
with exceeding spirit. You may go .ashore AvliencA'cr 
you like, and stroll througli tho little villages, and be 
stared at T||{^,tbe Arabs, or Avalk along the banks ot the 
river till darkness covers tlie earth ; shooting 
and sometimes pheasants and bares, beside.*? tho odd 
allots from tho deck of your boat at gbese, crocodiles, 
and pelicans. And then it is so ri<liculously che.'ip an 
aniuscmeut. Y on got your boat with ton men for thirty 
or foi*ty dollars a-month, fowls for three piastres (about 
a .. lifll.ig) a-pair, a sheep for half or three quarters o 
a dollar, an^eggs almost for tho asking. You sail unde 
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votbf own 6 miiitf 3 r*i bimiidllp j ihd i^hexi you walk Along 
the river; if the Arabs look partioularly blaek and tru- 
culent, you proudly feel that there is safety in its folds. 
From time to time you hear that a French or English 
flag has passed so many days before you, and you meet 
your fellow-voyagers with a freedom aud cor diaUty which 
exist nowhere but on the Nile. 

These are the little every-day items in the voyage, 
without referring to the gre.at and interesting objects 
which are the traveller’s principal inducements and 
x‘cwards — the ruined cities on its hanks, the mighty 
temples and tombs, and all the wonderful monuments 
of EgyP**® departed greatness. Of them I will barely 
say, that their great antiquity, the mystery that over- 
hangs them, and their extraordinary preservation amid 
the surrounding desolation, make Egypt perhaps the 
most interesting country in the world. In tho words of 
an old traveller, “ Time sadly overcometh all things, and 
is now dominant, and sitteth upon a sphinx and looketh 
into Memphis and old Tliebcs, while his sister Oblivion 
rcclineth semi-soininoiis on a pyramid, gloriously tri- 
umphing .ami turning t>ld glories into dreams. History 
FinUcth beneath her cloud. The traveller as he pasaeth 
amazedly through those deserts, asketh of her who 
huilded them, and she inurnbleth something, hut what 
it is ho heareth not.’’ 

It is now more than .*1000 years since the curse went 
forth .against tho land of Egypt. U'he Assyrian, the Ter- 
sian, tho ( ireek, the Homan, the Arahi.an, the Oeoi’giaii, 
tli(' Circassian, and the OttoTnaii Turk, liav(‘ successively 
trodden it down and trampled uihui it ; for thirty cen- 
turies the foot of a stranger has been ny>on tlu? nocks 
of her inhabitants; and in bidding farewell to this once 
favoured land, now lying in the most abject degrada- 
tion and rnis(!ry, groaning under the iron rod of a tyrant 
and a stranger, J cannot iielp recurring to the inspired 
words, the doom of prophecy — It shall bo the basest 
of th(^ kingdoms, neither shall it exalt itself any more 
among tlie natimiH ; and there shall he no more a prince 
of the land of Egypt.” 
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A pfooilWord for flic Arabs.*— A 1‘rf'itbcoy fnlfillcd.— Kuin.s of a 
Li’ist Cit 3 *.— A Sboili of tbo Hedouins.— Interviews and Noffuti.i' 
lions. — A Iladj, or riliithniiRo to JMeerri.— Mahomiufd.an 
Heaven for Wives. — A French Sheik. — The IJastiiiado. — de- 
parture for tile iJcscrt. 

I HAD now iinish'^d my jiUirney in I\gypi, from the Mc- 
diten-anoau to the Ca.tnracts, or, as the boundaries of 
this .'incicnt country are given in the IVihle, from *' Mig- 
dol to Syene, even unto liie borders of Ethiopia.” For 
nearly two months I liad been floating on the colehratod 
river, Aviili a dozen Arabs, prompt to do mv slightest 
bidding, and, in spite of hugs amt all manner of eroep- 
ing things, enjoying pleasures and comforts tl;at are nut 
to be found in Eurojie ; and it was with something more 
than an ordinary feeling of regret that I y-arte*! from 
my worthy boat men. I know that it is the enstom with 
many travedlcrs to rail at the Arabs, and perhaps to 
heat them, and h.ave tlnun ha.stir.adocd ; but I could not 
and cannot join in such oyipre.ssion of this jioor and 
much abused jieoplo. Oii the cN-ntrary, I do not hesi- 
tate to say that I always found tlieni kind, honest, and 
faithful, thankful for the smallest favour, never surly 
or discontented, and always ready ami anxious to serve 
me with a zeal that I have not met in tiny other peoyde ; 
and when they came up in a body to the locanda lo .say 
fiircwell, I felt that I wa.s parting with tried ami trusty 
friends, most probtibly for ever. That such wjis tho case 
with the rais, there could ho little doubt; ho seemed to 
look upon himself as a doomed man, and a hriiken cough, 
a sunken eye, and a hollow check, proclaimed ''iim 
fast hurrying to tho grave. ’? • ^ 

I was now about wandering amid ncAV and diffol 
scenes. 1 was uhont to cross tho dreary waste of sand, 
to exchange my quiet, ea.sy-going boat for a caravan of 
dromedaries and camels ; to pitch my tent wherever 
the setting sun might find me, and, instead of my gentle 


Arabii of the Nile, to havd for my companions, the 
rude Bedouins of the desert ; to follow the wandering 
footsteps of the children of Israel when they took up 
the bones of Joseph, and fled before the anger of Pha- 
raoh, from their land of bondage ; to visit the holy moun- 
tain of Sinai, where the Almighty, by the hands of his 
servant Moses, delivered the tables of his law to his 
chosen people. 

But 1 had in view sometliing beyond tho holy moun- 
tain. My object was to go from thence tO tho Holy Land. 
If I should return to Suez, and thence cross the desert 
to El Arich and Gaza, I should be subjected to a quaran- 
tine of fourteen days on account of the plaguo in Egyi)t ; 
and I thought I might avoid this by striking directly 
through tho heart of the desert from Mount Sinai to 
the frontier of the Holy Land. Tliero were difficulties 
aud perhayis dangers on this route ; hut besides the ad- 
vantage of e5icay)ing tho quarantine, another considera- 
tion pre.sented itself, Avhich, in tho end, I found it im- 
possible to resist. This route was entirely new. It lay 
through the land of Edom — a land that occupies a large 
space on the pages of the Bible ; Edom denounced by 
God himself, once given to Esau for his inheritance, 

as being of the fatness of the earth,” hut now a deso- 
late monument of tho div ine wrath, and a fe arful wit- 
ness to the truth of tlie ^vord.s spoken liy his propTicts. 
The English friend.s with whom I had dined at Thebes 
first suggested to me this route, referidug me, at the 
same tinn?, to Keith on the Prophecies, iu whivli, after 
showing with great clearness and force the fulfilment 
of prophecy after proj>hecy, as illustrated by tho writ- 
ings and reports of travellers, the learned <]ivine en- 
larges upon the pro]>hccy of Isaiah against the land of 
Idumea, “ None shall pass through it for ever and ever 
and proves, by abundant references to the works of 
modern travellers, that though sevcr.al have crus.sed its 
borders, none have cvm* passed through it. Eurckhardt, 
he says, inaihi tho nearest approach to this achieve- 
inont ; but by reference to the geograpliii'al boundaries, 
he maintain.s that Burckhardt did not pass through tho 
land of Edom ; and so strenuously docs the learned 
divine in.sist upon the fulfilment of the prophecy to its 
utmost extent, as to contend tliat, if Burckliardt did 
pass through the l.-ind of Edom, he died inconsequence 
of tho hardsliips he siiflircd on that jonnioy. I did not 
mean to brave a prophecy. 1 htul already learned to 
regard the words of the inspired pi.'inuon with an inte- 
rest I iievcT felt before ; and with tho evidence I had 
already had of the sure fiiltilment of their predictions, 
I -liould have considered it daring and impious to place 
n-yself id tho way of a .still impending curse. But I 
did not go so far as tho learned commentator, and to 
me the words of the prophet seemed sufficiently veri- 
fied in the total breaking up of the route then travelled, 
as the great high\\ ay from Jerusalem to tho Red Sea 
and India, and the general and jirohubly eternal deso- 
lation that reigns in Edom. 

Still, however, it added to the interest witlu which I 
looked iipo!i this route ; and, moreover, in thiw dreary 
and desolate region, for more than a tlious.i,nd years 
buried from the eyes of mankind, its place unknown, 
and its very name almost forgotten, lay the long lost 
city of I’etra, the capital of Arabia l*etra‘a, and the 
Edoni of the Edomites, containing, according to tho 
reports of tho only travellers wdio have ever been per- 
mitted to cuter it, the most curious and wonderful rc- 
maiii.s existing in the Avorld : a city excavated from the 
solid rock, with long ranges of dwellings, temples, and 
tombs, cut ill the sides of tho mountain, aud ikll lying 
in ruins ; “ thorns coming up in her palaces, nettles’and 
bramhle.s in the fortresses thereof, a habitation of dra- 
gon.s, and a court for owds.” Three parties liad at 
dirtorent timc.s visited Petra, but neither o^ them had 
passed through tho land of Idumea ; and, according to 
the reports ol‘ tho few travellers who bad crossed 
border’s, the Bedouins who roame^ 
sands of Idumea w’ere the most f«?r 
desert race. It will not be considemll 
fore, that, having once conceived the j 



ing to fulftl It even at the cost of some personal difficulty 
and hazard. 

I have said that this route was entirely new. It was 
known that two Englislinicn; with an Italian, long re- 
sident in Egypt, and understanding thoroughly the lan- 
guage and character of the Arabs, had started from 
t^airo about a year before to make this journey, and, as 
they had been* heard of afterwards in Europe, it was 
known that they had succeedcul ; but no account of their 
journey had ever been published, and all the intelli- 
gence I could obtain of the route and its perils was 
doubtful and confused. The general remark was, that 
the mulei faking was dangerous, an<i that 1 had better 
let it alone. Almost the only person wlio encouraged 
rue was .Mr tiliddon, our vice-consul ; and, jn'obably, if 
it had not been for him, J should have given up the idea. 
.Hesides the difficulties of tlie road, there were others of 
a more personal nature. I was alone. I could not 
speak the language, and I had witli me a servant, who, 
instead of leading me on, and sustaining me wlien I fal- 
tered, was constantly torniriiig himself with idle fears, 
and was very reluctant to acconuniny me at all. Nor 
was this all ; my lu^alth was far from biung restored, 
and my friend \\'aghorn was telling me every day, with 
a warning voice, to turn my stops westward ; but ob- 
jections presented themselves in vain ; ajid perhaps it 
was precisely becaust' of tho objections that I finally 
determined upon attempting the journey tlirough the 
laud of Idumea. 

iJy singular good fortune, the sheik of Akaba was ^ 
then at Cairo. The great yearly caravan of pilgrims 
for Mecca was assembling outside the walls, ami ho was 
there, on the summons (jf the pacha, to escort and pro- | 
tect them through the desert as far as Akaba. He i\as j 
the chief of a ptnserful tribi? of IhMlouiiis somewhat re- 
duced by long i.ivi bloody wars with other tribes, but 
still maintaining, in all its vigour, the wild iiidependonce 
of tlio race, and yet strong enough to set at defiance 
even the powerful arm of the ]>acha. A sy?*tem of 
mutual forbearance seemed to exist between them, the 
Hedouins knowing tliat, altliongli the pacha might not 
subdue them, his long arm could reach and disturb them 
even in their sandy hills ; while tho pacha could not 
overlook the fact that the effort would cost him the lives 
of Ills bt‘st troops, and that the plunder of tlieir mise- 
rable tents would bring him neither glory nor profit. 
Thus the desert was still the possession of tlic Bedouins; 
they still claimed a tributi; from the stranger fur jier- 
mis-nioii to pass over it ; and this induced the pacha 
annually to invite the sheik of Akaba to Cairo, to C(»n- 
duct the caravan for Mecca, knowing that if nut so In- 
vited, oven tb(i sacred character of the pilgrims would 
not proti^ct them in piusing tlirough his country. 

1 found him about a mile outside the walls near the 
tombs of the califs, on the edge of tho dissert, .sitiing on 
a mat under his tent, and .surrounded by a do/.t u of his 
swarthy trlhe, arim*d with long siibres, pistols, and | 
matchlock guns. Tlie sheik was a short stout luan, of j 
the darkest shade of broii/.o; hi.s eye ];oen, ri)\i)ig, and j 
un.settled ’; his teeth white ; and hi.s suin .so dried up | 
and withered tliat it .seemed cleaving to lii.s very bones, j 
At the fir.st glance, 1 did r.ot liko^liis face ; ii wanted j 
frankness, and even boldness ; and 1 thought at tho i 
time, that if 1 had met hini uloju; in the desert, I should ' 
Jiot have trusted liini. lie r<!ceived me with great civ* 
lity, while IjIs companions ro.se, gave ine tlioir Jow 
salaam, s».atod mo on the mat beside him, and then l e- 
sumed tlnrir own cros.s-leggor: attitude, with le-ss noise 
than would have attemled lim ent-rrmee of a gentleman 
into a w ing-ivitnn on a i nornl j • ; ca i i. 1 1 Htarcd at me 

ivifh silent gravity ; and * ,e sheik, tlvingh desen horn 
and bred, witlj an air and inaniu r that shov ed m 
familiar wBh tin* usages of good sorletv in Oii;*'*, took 
the pipe from his moutli and handi d it t ) me. 

sf-ateil, the consul’s janiztiry, whw had come 
with divan ; hut he liad scarcely begun 

K’t before the whole group, sheik «lld 
“prised out of Hu h' habitual phlegm, 
‘that tlws were r.:nly to escort niCj 



and to defend me with their lives ngidhiti ev^ry danger. 
I Said a few words, and they became clambrous in their 
assurances of the great friendship they had conceived 
for me ; that life was nothing In my service ; that they 
would sleep in my tent, guard and watch me by day and 
night, and, in snort, that they would be my father, 
mother, sister, and brother, and all my relations, in tho 
desert ; and the final assurance was, that It would not 
be possible to travel that road except under tlieir pro. 
tection. I then began to inquire the teniis, when, jiq 
before, all spoke at once ; some fixed one price, somo 
another, and for buclisheesli whatever 1 pleased. I did 
not like this wild and noisy negotiation. I knew that I 
must make great allowance for the oxtrav.agant languago 
of tlie Arabs ; but there seemed to be an eagcnicss to got 
me among them, wliich, in my eyes, was rather ominous 
of bad intentions. ^J’hey were known to be a lawless 
pi.‘oplo, and di.stinguished, even among tludr desert 
bretlircn, as a wild and savage tribe. And thesii wero 
tho people with whom I was negotiating to meet in the 
desert, at the little furtre.ss of Akaba, at the eastern 
extremity of the Ued Sea ; into whose hands 1 was to 
place myself, and from whom 1 w as to expect protec- 
tion against greater dangers. 

My interview' with them was not very satisfactory, 
and, wishing to talk the matter over more quietly w itli 
the sheik alone, I asked him to go with mo to my hotel ; 
wheronpon the whole group started iqi at once, ami, 
some on foot, and others on dronicdarir*s or eii hor.se- 
back, prepared to follow*, 'riiis did not suit me, and the; 
sheik contrived t«>g<.*t rid of all excejit one, his principal 
and constant attendant, “ his black, as lie was called. 
He followed me on liorsehack ; and wln n lie came up 
into my rotmi, it wa.s, perliaps, the first time in his lih; 
that he had ever heeii under a roof. As an instance of 
his simplicity and ignorance, it. may he worth mention- 
ing here, altliough 1 did not know it until we wi'Hi on 
the point of separating after onr journey w tus conqd».‘ted, 
that he mistook the consurs jani/arv, who wove a •lash- 
ing red Turkish dress, sword, \e., lor an oiHcer of the 
pacha’s household, and, consequently, had always loolo.-d 
uj»oii me as specially rccomim*nd«*d to him by the ])acha. 
1 could not come to any definite understanding with 
him. The pi*(*cise si‘rvicc that 1 required of him wa.s 
to eonduct me from Akaba to Hebron, through the laud 
of IMom, d.iverging to visit the exeavatcM.1 city of iN^trn, 
a journey of aliout ten days. J i-ould not got him to 
name any sum as comjionsation for this .service ; he told 
iin? iJiat he would conduct me for nothing, that liwi^lit 
give him what i pleased, Ac. When I tir.^'t. spbkib about 
the terms at his tent, he had .said twelve dollar a-cameJ, 
ami, as it seeiin d to mi*, he had named this sum with- 
out the least calculation, us the first that happeneii to 
occur to Jtiin. I now referred liim to this price, wliich 
he had probably f(Hgott(*n, hoping to esthldisli it a.s a 
sort of basis upon whiidi to negotiate ;jj)i>nt when his 
eiition was called to it, he in.sisted upon the twelve 
dollar.<^, and something more for bucKslieesli. A fair 
price for this service would have been about tw'o d<d- 
lars. ! tool liiin this did not .satisfy me ; that 1 wanted 
every thing definitely arranged lieforchand, and that 1 
'* ould not give the enormous price he a.'-ked, and hiurk- 
.shee.sh in proportion ; but I could do nothing with liim: 
he listened with perfect coolness ; and taking his pi|'<-' 
r»-om hi.s mouth, in answer to t very thing J said, told 
me to eoiue to him at Akaba, come to liim at his tint; 
he had plenty of o.amels, and would conduct me with- 
out any reward, or I might give him wliat I pleiuscd. 
We parted without eoiiiing to an arrangement. Ih- 
oftered to nend one of his men to conduct me from 
Mount Sinai to Akaba ; but a.s stunething might occur 
to prevent my going, I would not take him. Ho gave me, 
however, his Mighet, whicli ho told me every Hedoiim 
on that x’outo kii^atul would re.sjiect, *and writing m*^ 
naine under it iil'eording to the Hound, 1 repeated i 
over and over, until 1 could ntoiiounco it iiitclligim}j 
and treasured it up as a pasHvVuM for tho do^rt. 

'* h‘; ext morning, under pd^nco that I 
tlie Htartiug of tho great caravfin of , 




[ rode out to tho^ «^etk $ and telling him tliat, if £ came 
io him, I should come destitute or every thing, and he 
nust have some good tobacco for me, 1 slipped a couple 
>f gold pieces into his hand, and, without any further 
L-cmarh, left the question of my going undetermined. 

Lt was worth my ride to see the departure of the cara- 
vuiu It consisted of more than 30,000 pilgrims, who 
had come from the sliores of the Caspian, the extre- 
mities of Persia, and the confines of Africa ; and having 
ussombled, according to usage for hundreds of years, at 
Cairo as a central point, the whole mass was getting in 
iiiotion for a pilgrimage of fifty days, tlirough dreary 
siinds, to the tomb of the l^rophct. 

Accustomed as I wiis to associate the idea of order 
iiiid decorum with the observance of all rites and duties 
of religion, I could not but feel surprised at the noise, 
tumult, and confusion, the strifes and battles, of these 
pilgrim-travellers. It* 1 had met them in the desert 
after their lino of march was formed, it would have 
IjiH'ii an imposing spectacle, and comj)arativt!ly easy 
to describe ; but here, as far us the eyt? eoiild reach, 
they were scattered over the sandy plain ; 30,000 people, 
>vith j)robably 20,000 camels and dromedaries, men, 
women, and children, beasts and baggage, all commingled 
in a confused mass that seemed liopelcssly inextricable. 
»Soinehad not yet struck their tents, some were muKing 
coffee, some .smoking, some cooking, some eating, many 
shouting and cursing, otliei-s on their knees praying, and 
others, again, hurrying i)n to join tlie long movingstream 
tint already extonded several miles into the desert. 

It is a vulgar prejiuliee the belief that women are not 
admitted into tlie lieaveu of Maliomnu^d. J t is true that 
tin; cunning l^ropliet, in (U’der iiot to disturb tli«‘ joyful 
.serenity with which bis followers look forwar<i to tbeir 
promised lu'aven, lias not givt.ii to women any fixed 
position tliore, and the pious Mu.s.sulinan, although 
ble.ssed with the lawful eonijilement of four wives, is not 
bound to sei: among bis seventy-two blaek-eyed liouris 
thefacesof bis eompaiiions upon earth ; but the women 
are not utterly east out ; they are deeuned to have souls, 
and entitled to a heaven of tlieir own ; ainl it may be, 
to(>, that their visions of futurity are not less bright, for 
that there i.s a mystery to he unravelled heyoiul the 
grave, and they are not doomed to etiTiial eonipani«»n- 
ship with their eartldy lords. In the ^^ildest, riuh:st 
scene wlu*re NNoinan a})i>i‘in’s at all, there is a swt'etand 
nmletinable eiiarm ; and their appeai’anec among the 
pilgrini.s, the care with which they sliromh'd tliein>elves 
from every (*}•(', tbeir long thick veils, and tlu ir tents or 
four-post beds, witli (runains of reil silk, fastened down 
all around and secured on tlie high backs of camels, were 
the most striking objects in tin; earavan. ?s«‘xt to them 
in interest were the miserable tigures of the marabouts, 
santoiis, or Arab saints, having only a scanty covering 
of rags over their .•shoulders, and tin* rest of iheir bodies 
completely naked, yet strutting about as if clothed in 
purjilc and tine linen ; uinl setting oif utterly destitute 
of every thing, fora journey of months across the desert, 
Kufely trusting to that open-handed cbant\ which forms 
«o conspicuous an item in the list of M u^^suhnan virtues. 
Put the object of universal interest was the great box 
containing the i)n;.sents and decoraMons for the toinhof 
the Prophet. The eainel which hears this saertid burden 
is adorned witlt banners and rich Jiousings, is Matched 
and tejulcd with ))ious care, and when liis journey is 
ended, no meaner load can touch i.is back ; lie has tilled 
tile measure of a earners glory, and lives and dies re- 
spected by all good Mussuirnaus. 

Ill the evening, being the last of my stay in Cairo, I 
heard that Mr Linaiit, the compauion of M. Labor<le on 
his visit to l‘etra, had arrived at Alexandria, ami, with 
Mr ( lliddon, went to see him. Mr L. is one of the inany 
Prench emigrets driven from their llati^ c sod by political 
convulsions, and .who have risen to (li.^iiu;lioii iu ;oreigii 
lands by military talents, .md the force of that restless 
energy so peculiar to hi.s countrymen. Miiliy yeai*s 
h<‘foro, lio had tlirown himself into tlie|Arabian Desert, 
"here he had become so much boloveJfcy Ujoliedouins, 
lhat on the occasion of a dispute bet'^cjrJ^’^o contend- 


ing cbuiiiaitts, the customs of their tribe were waived, 
the pretensions of the rivals set aside, and he was elected 
sbeiK of Mount Sinai, and invested with the iiatterbg 
name, which he retains to this day, of Abdel Hag, or 
the .slave of truth. Notwithstanding his desert rank 
and dignity, be received me with a politeness which 
savoured of the salons of Pai’is, and encouraged mo in 
my intention of visiting Petra, assuring me that it w'ould 
abundantly repay me for all the difficulties attending it ; 
in fact, he spoke lightly of these, although I afterward.s 
found that his acquaintance with the language, liis high 
standing among the Bedouins, and his lavish distribu- 
tion of money and presents, had removed or diminished 
obstacles which, to a stranger without these advantages, 
were by no means of a trifling nature. In addition to 
much general advice, he counselled me particularly to 
wear the Turkish or Arab dre.ss, and to get a letter from 
tbo llabeeb Ktfendi to the governor of the little fortress 
of Akaba. Mr Linant has been twenty years in Egypt, 
and is now a hey in the pacha’s service ; and that very 
afternoon, after a lung interview, had received orders 
from the great reformer to make a survey of the pyra- 
mids, for the pnrpo.se of deciding which of those gigantic 
monuments, after having been respected by all preced- 
ing tyrants for 3000 years, should now be demolished for 
the illu.str ions object of yielding material for a petty for- 
tress, or scarcely more useful and important bridge. 

Early in the morning I M'ont into the bazaars, and 
fitted out Paul and myself wiili the necessary dresses. 
}*aul Wiis soon equipped with tlic common Arab dress, 
the blue cotton shirt, tarboucb, and lb.*douin shoes. A 
native of Malta, he was very proliahly of Arab descent 
in i>art, ainl Iiis dark complexion and long black beard 
Would enable him readily to jtass for one horn under the 
•sun of Egypt. As for myself, 1 could not look the 
swarthy Arab oftbedi sert, and the dress of the Turkish 
houajaor gentleman,Milh the necessary arms and eijuip- 
ments, was very expensive ; so I providetl myself with 
tlie unpretending and respectable costume of a Cairo 
inercbant ; a long red silk gown, with a black abbas of 
camel’s liair over it; red tarboucb, Mith a green and 
yellow striped handkoreliief rolled round it its a turban ; 
>\liite trou.sers, large red shocs'^over yellow .slippt;rs, 
blue sasli, swtml, and a pair of large Turki.sh pistols. 

Having llnihlied my purebascs in tho bazaars, I re- 
turned to my iiotel ready to set out, and found tho dro- 
nu'daries, camels, and guides, and expe?eted to find tho 
letter for the governor of Akaba, which, at tho sugges- 
tion of Linant, 1 had re»juested Mr (Ilidilon to 
procure for me. 1 now' learned, howeveix from that 
gr) ilemau, that, to avoid delay, it would he better to go 
in>.self, first sending my earavan outside tlie gate, and 
rojuaxsenting to the minister that I was actually waiting 
for the letter, iu which case he would ju’ohabiy give it 
to me immeiliately. I accordingly sent Paul w itli my 
little caravan to Avait for me at tht; tombs of the califs, 
and, attended by the consul’s jaui/ary, rode up to the 
ciUulel, and stopped at llie iloor of the governor’s palace. 

The reader may remember that, on my first visit to 
his excelli ney, 1 saw' a man whipped ; this time I saw 
one baslinadoed. I had heard much of tins, a punish- 
ment existing, 1 l||lieN^,onlyin the East, but 1 had never 
seen it infiicted before, and hope 1 never shall see it 
again. As on the former occasion, 1 found the little 
governorstaiulingat oneend of the large hall of entrance, 
munch ing, and trying eaiisos. A crow'd was gatficix'tl 
around, and before him was a poor Arab, pleading and 
beseeching most piteously, Avhile the big tears were roll- 
ing dow n his chet‘ks ; iu*ar him was a man whose reso- 
luh'aud somew hat ungi'v i xpression marked him as the 
accuser, seeking vengeunee rather than justice. Sud- 
denly thi; governor made a gentle movement with his 
hand ; all noise ceased ; all stretched their necks and 
turned their eager eyes towards him ; the accused cut 
short liis crying, and stood with his niouili w ide open, 
and his eyes fixed upon the governor. The latter spoko 
a few' words in a very low voice, to me of oouixso unino 
telligible, and, indeed, scarcely audible, but they seemed 
to fall upon the quick cai*s of the culprit like bolts of 





thunder $ the agony of ^^ense was over, and, withont 
a word or look, he laid huneelf down on his face aA the 
feet, of the governor. A space was immediately cleared 
around ; a man on each side took him by the hand, and, 
stretching out his arms, kneeled upon and held thorn 
down, while another seated himself across his neck and 
shoulders. Thus nailed to the ground, the poor fellow, 
knowing tliat there was no cliahco of escape, threw up 
his feet from the knee-joint, so as to present the soles 
in a horizontal position. Two men came forward with 
a pair of long stout hoi's of wood, attached together hy 
a cord, between which they placed the feet, drawing 
them together with the cord so as to fix them in their 
horizontal position, and leave the whole flat surface ex- 
posed to the full force of the blow. In the meantime 
two strong Turks were standing ready, one at each side, 
armed with long n liips reseinbling our eominon coivskin, 
but longer and thicker, and made of the tough hide of 
the hippopotamus. While the occupation of the judge 
W'as suspended by these prepiu'ations, the janizary had 
presented the consul’s letter. jMy sensibilities aro not 
particularly acute, but they yielded in tliis instance. I 
had watclicd all the preliminary ariTangenieiits, nerv- 
ing myself for what w’as to come ; but when I heard 
the scourge whizzing through the air, and, when the j 
first blow fell upon the naked feet, saw the convulsive 
movements of the body, and heard the first loud pierc- 
ing shriek, I could staiui it no longer ; I broke through 
the crowd, forgetting the govinmor and every thing else, 
except the agouising sounds from which I Wius escaping ; 
but the janizary followed close at ruy heels, and, laying 
his hand upon my arm, hauled me back to the governor. 
If I Ixad consulted merely the impulse of feeling, I should 
have consigned him, and the governor, and the whole 
nation of Turks, to the lower ri'gioiis ; but it was all- 
important not t ; oflbiid this sununavy di.speiiser of jus- 
tice, and I never made a greater sacriliee of feeling tt) 
expediency than when I re-entered his presence. 'J’lie 
shrieks of tlie iinhapjiy criminal were ringing tlii'ough 
the chamber ; but the governor received luo witli as 
calm a smile as if he had hoen sitting on his own divan, 
listening to the strains of some pleasant music, wjiile 
I stood with my teeth clenched, and fell the hot breath 
of the victim, and heard the whizzing of tlic nccursed 
whip, as it fell again and again upon jiis bleeding feet. 

I have heard men cry out in agony when the sea was 
Imaging, and the drowning man, lising for the last time 
upon the mountain waves, turned hi.s imploring ai*m.s 
toward.'} us, and with his dying breath called in vain 
for lielp ; but 1 never heard such heart-rending sounds 
as those from the poor bastinadoed wretch before me. 

1 thought the governor would never make an end of 
reading the letter, when the scril^c handed it to him for 
his signature, although it contained but Iialf a dozen 
lines ; Ikj fumbled in his pocket for his .seal, and dipped 
it in the ink ; the impression did not suit liim, and he 
made another ; and, after a delay that seemefl to me 
eternal, erojdoyed in folding it, handed it to me with a 
most gracious smile. I am sure 1 gr^iiicMl horribly in 
return ; and almost snatching the letter just as the last 
blow fell, I turned to liastcu from the scene. 'I’lie poor 
scourged wretch was silent ; b,e Ifkd Hbnd relief in in- 
ficnsibility; 1 cast one look upon the scnHeless body, 
and saw the feet laid open in gashes, and the bio Mi 
streaming d<nvn the legs. At tliat moment the bars 
were taken away, and the mangled feet fell like lead 
floor. 1 had Uj work rny way t’lrough the 
crowd, and before I could escape, J saw the poor fellow 
revive, and by tlic flr:;l natural 'r» pulse rise upon liis 
feet, but fall again as he !> <! si(.‘j>p'>d I'ed-liot 
irons. He crawled npr. * IJs Ijaud- aao kne* s i.o the 

Uiost grati.r:d see 

that the poor miserable, mangled, and degraded 
yet had mends whose hearts yearned b w -rds b ui: 
they took him in their arms, and carried bun away. 

^ •'1' humour ro bid 

with rll their arUticial laws, their 
W^l^shments, and all the varied shades of 
xuftu to xuaxi, aud iu a few mlautes i | 


was boyond the gate, nhd gaUoj^g to toin luy 
companions in the desert. At the tombs of the cali& 

I found Paul with my caravan ; hut I had not yet 
escaped the stormy passions of men. With the cries 
of the poor Arab still ringing in my ears, I was greeted 
with a furious quarrel, arising from the apportionment 
of the money I had paid my guides. I was in no hu, 
mour to interiere, and, mounting my dromedary, and 
leaving Paul to arrange the affair with them as he beat 
could, I rode on alone. 

It was a journey of no ordinary interest on which I 
w%as now beginning my lonely way. I had travelled in 
Italy, among tlie mountains of Greece, the plains of 
’furkey, the wild steppes of Kiissia, and tho plains of 
Poland, but neither of these afforded half tho material 
for curious expectation that my journey through tho 
desert promised. After an interval of 4000 years, I 
was about to pursue tlie devious path of the cliildreuof 
Israel, when they took up the bones of Joseph and fled 
before the anger of Pliaraoh, among the mountain passes 
of Sinai, and through that great and terrible desert 
which shut them from the Land of I’romise. I rode on 
in silence and alone for nearly two hours, and just as 
the sun was sinking behind tho dark mountains of Mo- 
kattain, halted to wait for my little caravan; and 1 
pitched my tent for the first night in tho desert, with 
the door opening to the distant land of Goshen. 

CIIAPTKU XIV. 

The raravan.—Arab Political Pcononiy.— A prnjoctctl It.niiroad, 

— Tl)o Sirocfu.- Suez.— A travelUil Ku(diJ*bman.--Tho Tied St ;j. 

—Embarkation of l^ilgrims.— A Misa<lventuie.— Scriptural Lo- 

caliticH. — The biUcr l'\imifaiu. 

Tiiio arrangements for my jt>m'Tiey as far as Mount 
Sintii had been made by Mr Giiddon. it was ncre.^sriry 
to havens rny guhh's soiin^ of the lledoniiis from around 
tin? mountains, and ho had procured one known to hiin^ 

;i limn in whom 1 could place the mo.st implicit coTdi- 
deiiec; and pospofising anotliev notlc.^ss powt'rfnl I'cconi- 
mondation, in tlio fact that he luul been with Messrs ; 
liinant ami Labordo to Petra. My caravan consisfeib,?' 
of eight camels and dromedaries, ami, ns guide ami*, 
cainei-drivers, throe young Ibalouins from nineteen to 
twenty-t wo years pid. My tent rvas tho common tent 
of the Egyptian soldiers, bruigbt at tho government 
factoj'v, oHsily carried, and as easily pitched ; my bed- 
ding wasainaitra.ss and coverlet ; and 1. had, moreover, 
a ciniple of hoxo.s, about eighteen inches high, and the 
width of my inuttrass, filled with ealahlf's, which I car- 
ried slung over the haek of a camel, one upon each side, 
and at night, by the adiiitioii of two pieces of boar^iC^'^” 
verted into a liedsti'ad. My store of provisioiW^ con- 
sl^:ted of bread, biscuit, rice,n]accaroni, tea, coffee, driod 
apricot.s, oranges, a roasted leg ol'niutton, and two ofilu; 
hirgest skins containing tnc filtered water of the Nile. 

Ill the evening, wliiio we were sitting around a fire, 

I inquired the cause of tho quarrel from which I b.'i'l 
escaped and this led Tonaleb into an explanation of 
soim. ol the customs of tho Bedouins, There exists 
aiuoiig them that community of interest and property 
for wiiich radicals and visiimaries contend in civilised 
.•society. The property of tlio tribe is to a great extent 
common, and tlieir eaniings, or the profits of thoir 
l.abour, aro shared among tlio wliolc. A Bedouin’s 
wives arc his own ; and as tho chastity of women is 
guarded by the most sauj^iiinary law's, his children are 
gcnei’ally hi.s own ; his tent, also, and one or two camels, 
are liis, and tho ifist belongs to his tribe. Tlio practi- 
cal operation of tliis lav/ i.s not attended with any great 
diffi.uilty ; for, in general, the rc.vf, or th.at which belongs 
lo tho tribe, is nothing ; thero are no hoarded treasures, 
no coffers of w'eaUh, the bequest of ancestors, or tho 
gains of enierpriso and industry, to citcilo.thc cupidity 
of tile avaricious. Boor is tho Bedouin bOirii, and p<‘<n 
ho dies, and bis condition is more than usually 
roiiH 'vv-en his poverty docs not lead him to the slieur 

i hioqd^^ h ^ , J' 

1 did not Ikpcct to learn Icssonii of 



fttnoiig the : A^bn ; hat in the ootnmeiK^ent 

of niy journey with them, I found the embarraesm^t 
and evil of irammellitig individual enterprise and in* 
dufltry. The consul had applied to Toualeb. Toualeb 
was obliged to propose the thing to such of his tribe as 
vfevQ then in C^o, and all had a light to participate. 
The consequence was, that when we were ready to move, 
instead of five there were a dozen camels and drome- 
daries, and their several owners were the men whom I 
had left wrangling at the tombs of the califs ; and even 
when it was ascertained that only live were wanted, 
gtill three sunernumeraries were sent, that all might be 
engaged in tno work. In countric^s where the labour 
of man and beast has a per diem value, the loss of the 
labour of three or four men and three or four camels 
would be counted ; but in tho East, time and labour 
have no value. 

I do not mean to go into any dissertations on tho cha- 
racter of the lledouins, and shall merely refer to such 
traits as foil under my observation, and were developed 
by circumstances, ^diilo I w'as eating my evening 
lucal, and talking with Toualeb, the three young camel- 
tlrivcrs sat at the door of tho tent, leaning on their 
hands, and looking at me. I at first did not x>ay much 
attention to them, Imt it soon struck mo as singular 
tli.'it tlioy did not xu'opare their o\vn meal ; and, noticing 
them inorr' attentively, 1 tliougbt they were not looking 
so much at me as at tho .smoking pilau heibre me. 1 
asl«Ml tlu'm why they did not eat their supxK'r, and they 
toM mo that their masters had sent them away without 
a ]i:irti(*1o of any thing to oat. 1 was exceedingly vexed 
at this, inasnuieh as it. showed that 1 had four mouths 
to I'eod more than I had prej^ared for ; no trifling matter 
on a journey in the doM'rt, and one whicli l*aul, as my 
(jiiarti'rinastrr, saiil it was utterly impo.ssildo to accom- 
1 at first told oTUi of thorn to mount my drome- 
dary and go hack to Cairo, assuring him that, if ho did 
not return before daylight, I would follow and have both 
him and hi.s master bastinadoed ; but Juforo he had 
mounted, 1 changed my mind. I hated all returns and 
delays, and, smothering my wrath, told Paul to give 
them some rice and biscuit, at tl'.e risk of being obliged 
to come down to Arab broad my.self. And so ended the 
first clay of my journey. 

Early in the morning we began our march, tvith our 
faces towards the rising sun. Jleforc mid-day we were 
in as perfect a desert as if we \v(*re removed thousands 
of miles frcun the habitations of mmi; behind, before, 
and aroun^is, was oin^ wide? expanse of level and arid 
sands, altjPligli tve wito ns yet not more tlniii eight 
hours fre^ the crowded oily of Cairo; and I might 
already cry out, in tiie spirit of x\eikomm's famous 
cavatina, “Tin; sea, the sea, tho open seal*’ Indeed, 
in all the travelling in tho East uolhiiig strikes one more 
iorcihly than llm quick transitions from the noiie of 
cities to tho stillness of the unpeopled w'aste. 

It docs, indeed, appear rcmarkablo that, within so 
short a distance from Cairo, a city of so great antiquity 
and Large population, and on a road 'which we Ivuow to 
have been travelled more tlian 4000 years, ami wliich 
at this d.ay is the principal route *o the Kcd Sea, there 
is BO little travelling. During the whole day wo did 
not meet more than a dozen Arnhi.. with perhaps twenty 
nr thirty camels. Ihit a mighty change will soon he 
made in this particulai*. A railro.atl is about to bo con- 
structed across tho de.sert, over the track followed by 
the children of Israel to the Iv 'd Sea. Tho pacha had 
already ordered iron from Elngland for tho purpose when 
1 was in Egypt, and there is no doubt of its practicit- 
i>hity, being only a distanco of eighty miles over a dead 
ijivel ; hut w bother it will ever be finished, or wlietiier, if 
finished, it will pay tho expense, is much mo?-* - quesrion- 
Indeed, tho better opinion is, that the pacha dc es 
it merely to bolster ui» his reputation in liuropc as n 
1‘oformcr; that ho has begun without calculating the 
; and that ho will get tired and abaj^on it before 
it is IiaJf completed. It may bo, however Jjiit the re.ader 
'''ill one day bo hurried by a steam enginWver the route 
I was now crossing at the slow pace of a caiutd ; 


and wheh ili0 day (soines> all the excitement and wonder 
(rf a journey ift tne desei^ will be over. There will be 
no more pitching of tents, or sleeping under the starry 
firmament. Surrounded by Arabs and camels ; no more 
carrying provisions^ and no danger of dying of thirst ; all 
will be reduced to the systematic tameness of a cotton- 
factory, and the wild Arab will retire farther into tho 
heart of the desert, shunning, like our native Indians, 
the faces of strangers, and following for ever the foot- 
steps of his wandering ancestors. Elessed he my for- 
tune, iraxirovement had not yot actually, begun its march. 

In the course of the night I was suddenly aw'akened 
by a loud noise like the Happing of sails. _ A high wind 
had risen, and my tent not being well secured, it had 
turned ovf;r, so that the wind got under it and carried 
it away. In the civilised world, w'o often hear of re- 
verses of fortune which reduce a man to such a state 
that ho has not a roof to cover him ; but f(;w are ever 
deprived of the protection of their roof in so summary 
a way as this, .and it is hut fair to add that few have 
ever got it back so expeditiously. I opened ray eyes 
upon the stars, and saw my house fleeing from me. 
Paul and I were on our feet in a moment, and gave 
chase, and with the assistance of our Arabs, brought it 
back and planted it again ; I thought of tho prudent 
Kentuckian who lied hi.s liouse to a stump to keep it 
from being blown away, and would have done the same 
thing if I couhl have found a stump ; but tree or stump 
in the desert there is none. 

1 was not disturbed again during the night ; but the 
wind continued to increase, and towards morning and 
all the next day blow with great violence. It was tho 
dread sirocco, the wind that has fL»r evt?r continued to 
blow over the desert, carrying with it the fine particles 
of sand wliich, by the continued action of centuries, have 
Ituried tho monuments, the temples, and the cities of 
Egypt ; the sirocco, always disagreeable and dangerous, 
and sometimes, if the rei)ort.s of travellers bo true, suf- 
focating .and burying whole caravans of men and camels. 

1 ortimately for me, it was blowing upon my back j but 
still it was necessary to draw my Arab cloak close over 
niy beatl ; and even then the particles of sand found their 
way witliin, so that my eyes w’erc soon filled with them, 
'riiis was vtTv far from being one of the worst siroccos; 
but the sun was obscured, the .atmosphere was a perfect 
cloud of sand, and the tr.acks Avero so completely obli- 
terated, that Ji little after mid-day we were obliged to 
stoxi and take slielter iimier tho lee of a hillock of sand ; 
occasionally wo had met caravans coming upon us 
through the thick clouds of .sand, the Arabs riding with 
tlitii- backs to the heads of their camels, and tlieir faces 
cover'.'d, so that not a single feature could be seen. 

lly the third morning the w ind had somewh.it. abated, 
but tlie .sand bad become so scattered that not a single 
track o<Hihl be se('n. 1 avus forcibly reminded of a cir- 
cumstance related to me by jNIr W.agliorn. A short 
time before I met him at Cairo, in making a hurried 
m.arcli from Suez, Avith an Arab unaccustomed to the 
dosort, he encamped about mid-AA’a,y, .and stalling two 
lunira bc’fore d.aylight, continued travelling, half asleep, 
upon his dromedaj'v, jjntil it happened to strike him 
that tho sun had risen m the WTong place, .and was then 
shining in his face instead of Avarining his back ; he had 
been more than three hours retracing his steps to Suez. 
If I had been alone this morning, 1 might very easily 
have talk'll into the same or a worse error. T?lie pro- 
siH’ct before me Avas precisely the same, turn which way 
1 Avoiild ; :iud if I had been left to myself, 1 might have 
Avandorod as long as the children of Israel in search of 
the Promised Laud, before I should have arrived at tho 
gate of Suez. 

\V e soon came in sight of the principal, perhaps tho 
only object, wliicii a stranger Avould mark in the route 
from Cairo to Suez. It is a large x^^J-lui-trce, standing 
alone .about half Av.ay across, tho only green and living 
thing on that expanse of barrenness. We saw' it two 
or three lioiirs; and moving Avith tho slow pace of 
our camels, it seemed os if 'we shouhl never reach it ; 
and then, again, as if wo diould never leave it beliind 




u». A journey in the desert is so barren ot incident, 
that wayfarers note the smallest circumstancos, and oiir 
relative distance from the palm-tree, or half-way house, 
furnished occupation for a great part of the day. 

x\t about twelve o^clock tlie next day we caught the 
first view of the Red Sea, rolling between the dark 
mountains of Egypt and Arabia, as in the days of Pha- 
raoh and Moses. In an hour more >ve came in sight of 
Suez, a low dark spot on the slioro, above the coni- 
menocment of the cluiins of mountains on each side. 
About two Jiours before arriving, \vo passiHl, at a little 
distance on the left, a large khan, on the direct road to 
Akaba, built by the pacha as a stopj)ing -place for the 
pilgrims on their way to IMecca. Three days before, 
more than .*10,000 pilgrims had halted in and around 
it, but now not a living being was to be seen. About 
half an hour on the hither side of Suez we cainc io a 
well, where, for the first time since we left Cairo, we 
watered our camels. 

Even among the miserable cities of Turkey and 
Egypt, few present so wretched an appeai’aiico as Suez. 
Standing on the borders of the desert, and on the shore 
of tlie sea, with bad and imwbolesomo water, not a blade 
of grass growing around it, and dependent upon Cairo 
for the food that supports its inhabitants, it sustains a 
poor cxistcnci! by the trade of the great caravan for 
Mecca, and tlie small commerce bi twecm the ports of 
Cosseir, Djiddeh, and Mocha. A new project has lately 
been attempted here, which, it might be suppost'd, wouhl 
have a tendency tt) regenerate the fallen city. The route 
to India by the Red Sea is in the full tide of suecessful 
exjHjriivient ; the English Hag is seen waving in 

the harbour, and about once in two months an English 
steamer arrives from Rombay ; but evtui tlie clatter of 
a steam-boat is unable to iufii.se lilb into its sluggish 
population. 

Tlio gate was open, a .single soldier was lying fui a 
mat basking in the sun, his musket gleaming brightly 
by hi.s side, jtnd a single cannon jirojectod over the wall, 
frowning witli Tom Thumb greatness upon the stranger 
entering the city. Pa.ssing the gate, we found oursidves 
wdthin a large open .space crowded w ilh jnlgrinis. EveJi 
the small space enclosed by the walls was not more tlian 
one quarter occupied by building.^, and these feW' were 
at the farthest extremity. Tlie wliole intt.Tmediate area 
was occupied by pilgrims, .scattered abcuit in every ima- 
ginable position and occufialioii, who stared at me as J 
passed among them in my European dress, and noticed 
me according to their various humours, some greeting 
inc with a smile, some with a low- and respectful .salaam, 
and others with the black look ami ferocious scowl of 
tin* bigoted and Frank-detesting Mussulmans. 

We stopped in the square in front of the liarhour, 
and inquired for an Englishiuiin, the agent of Mr Wag- 
horn, to whom 1 had a letter, and from whom I lioped to 
obtain a bed ; but he had arrived only two da\s befon*, 
and I doubt whether he had one for himself, i le did all 
he Could for me, but that was very little, 1 reiiicinber 
one tiling about biin, wiiich is clKiiaetcri.stic of a cla.ss 
of European residents in J’.igypt ; he had lived foiirtc<m 
years between Alexandria and t airo, and had never 
been in the desert before, and tifiked as if ho h.ad rnudo 
a voyage to liabylon or Ragdad. lie had pi’ovided hiin- 
Bclf with almost everything tliat his English notion.soi 
comfort could suggest, ami with these In? talked of Ails 
three dajs’ journey in tlie desert as a Ihing to be done 
but onc\; in a man’s life.* 1 ought not to be J)ar.di on 
him, however, for be was ;i , kind as he could be to me, 
and in one thing j felt ^ « i v r^fni'-iley the beiudit of his 
kindness. By bad manngemei'-, nit water-skins, io.sload 
of being old and scasoin were eiitinij m;vv ; t’lesejoud 
day ou*^ the water was injured, ami * he third it w jiot 
drinkable. I did not suffer so much cii Paul iiid tin* 
Arttba did, having ialleii into tin habit of uvinkiiiu but 
littl®, and assuaging my thirst w iih an orange ; but I 
sufierod from a cau.se much worse ; niy eyc.s wore badly 

» and the wat^T was so miirh impregnated 
noxious absorption fr.>M the le ather, tha« 
^ the effect of the pow iero which 1 diluted 


ia it, and aggravated instead of treiievhig the infiamtna. 
tion. The Englishniaii had used kegsmi^e for the 
pose, and had more than a kegful left, which he insisted 
on my taking. One can hai'dly imagine that the giving 
or receiving a keg of water should be a matter of any 
moment ; but, much as I wanted it, indeed, all-impor- 
tant as it was to me for the rest of iny journey, 1 hesi- 
tated to deprive him of it. Before going, however, { 
filled one of my skins, and counted it at the time one of 
the most valuable presents I had ever received. Rt; 
had been in tlie desert, too, the same day that wo 
suffered from the sii’occo, and his eyes were in a ivorso 
condition than mine. 

The first thing lie did was to find me a place to piiss 
the night in. Directly opposite tlie open sjiaco was a 
large roquel or stone building, containing a ground hik] 
upper lloor, and open in the centre, forming a hollow 
square. The whole building was divided by })artitioiis 
into perhaps a hundred ajiartments, ami i‘vi?vy ono of 
these and the open square outside wxtc hllt.'d with jiiU 
grims. The apartmeiit.s consisted merely of a Hour, 
roof, door, ami wall.^, and sometimes one or the other 
of these roqiiisitt;.s was wanting, and its deficiency siiji. 
plied by the excess of anothm*. My room was in oiu? 
corner in the second story, ami had a most unmictjssiiry 
and uncomfortable proportion of windows ; but 1 had 
no choice. J regretted that J had not jutchod luy tent 
outside ih(' walls ; but, ealling to my assistance tlie in- 
genuity ami eontriviiig spirit of my country, fasli jad 
it up as a scrt't n to keep the wind from eumiiig u])on 
me too sevm't-ly, and walked out to see the litihj that 
was to he seen of Sm:z. 

1 hud .soon matle a tour of tin' tow n ; and having per- 
formed this duty, 1 hurried where my tlioughts smd 
fcirling.s had long been earryiiig me, to the slioi’e of tin* 
sea. Haifa doz<-n ves-^els of score c'ighty or a lumdivd 
j tons, sbarj) built, with tall sj>urs for lat U:en saiks, liisrh 
j poops, and straiigcdy paiutcMl, res<*mbling (lie uncioiit 
! ships of war, or the TnrUisli corsair or Arab }>rraie nf 
modern days, wen.' riding at am;lu>r in tin* barheur, 
waiting to take on lauml tlie tlioiisamls of pilgrims wlio 
were all around me. J followed flu* .shore till I liml 
i turned tlie walls, and was entirely alom*. I sat down 
undcT the wall, where 1 had tin i sti'iisivo vitiw d<iwii 
the sea, and .saw' tin.* place where the* watm’s diwdod tor 
the passage of the Israelites, 'i'wo lionrs 1 strolled alnjig 
the .slion;, and wlien the sun was sinking beliind the 
dark iiiounlains of Mokattain, J was bathing my ioetin 
the waters of the coral sea. 

Early in the im*rning 1 went out on the li^'lconv. and 
looking down into the ojien .square, filled w’ith groups 
of pilgriiiLS, male and fvnnale, sleeping on the bnio 
ground, in all manner of attitudes, I saw dinictly uiulu’ 

; me a dea<l Tartar. He had died during the night, lii.s 
j death-hed a single plaid;, and he was Ring in the slicep- 
! skin dress wliich he wore? when living. Two frieiuR 
Iroia the frozen regions of tin: north, eoinpanions in liw 
long pilgrimage, were .sitting on the ground ]>repariiig 
their moj-ning coffee, ami my Arabs wi-rc sleejiitig by 
his .-=ide, nnconselous that hut a few' feet from tlu'iHi 
j liuriiig ilie .stillness of the night, an imrni>rtal spirit btt<^ 
been calb'd away. 1 gaze<i long ami steadfastly upf'H 
! the face of the dead Tartar, and moralisetl very s<)b*nnily 
j — indeed, puinfuliy — upon the imaginary incidcni?^ 

' vvliieb my fancy summoned up iti connection with ln^’ 
fate. ISor was the possibility of my own death, uimW‘.ls 
; strangers in a distant land, the least prominent . of 
I least saddening portion of my reverie. 

1 1 astTibe thi.s nncoininon inojiing-Ht to my <;xposiiig 

j myself before breakfast. Tlie stomach must he 
j titled, or forei?, moral and pliysical, is gone, and mclaii- 
I choly and blue devils are the inevitable consciiuonco. 
After breakfast 1 was another creature. My acutt. 
Kensibility,niy tender syiiqiatluea, were gone. ; and 
J went out again, 1 looked upon the body ot the dc.i 
Tarta" with the utmost indifference. . 

i 'flu. pilgpkrts v.ero now nearly all stirring, ami ^ 
"■ujrc wao J|liti uiotioii. Tlie balcony* 

I every j»art ofTlio old roquel, were fiUt’d with the bet v 
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class of pilgrim#, principally Turks, the lords of the 
laud ; and in an apartment opening on the balcony, 
iijiniedifttoly next to mine, sat a beautiful Circiissian, 
xvith the regular features and brilliant complexion of 
lier country. By her aid© were two lovely children, fair 
and beaiitiliil as their mother. Her face was completfdy 
uncovered, for she did not know that a stranger was 
gazing on her, and, turning from tho black visages 
arnimd him to her fair and lovely face, was revelling in 
recollections of the beauties of liis native land. And 
lo, the virtue of a breakfast ! I, that by looking upon 
a dead Tartar had buried iny.self iji the deserts of 
Arabia, written iny epitaph, and cried over my own 
fTHive, was now ready to break a Lance with a Turk to 
Job Inin of liis wife. 

The balcony and fltaircaso were thronged with pil- 
grims, many still asleep, so that I was obliged to stej) 
,,ver their bodies in going down, and out of doors the 
case was much the same. At home 1 should have 
thought it a peculiarly interesting circumstance to join 
a <?aravan of Mussulmans on their pilgrimage to Mecca; . 
but long before I had seen thorn start from the gate of j 
Cairo, my feelings were essentially ehangeil. 1 had hired 
my caravan for Mo>nit Sinai ; but hading rather weak, 
and wishing to savi; iiiysell' six days^ journey in the 
desert, 1 eiuh'avounal to hire a boat to go down the 
Hed Sea to Tor, siipjxjsed to be the Eliin, or place of 
palm-trees, mentioru'd in the Exodus of the Israelites, 
aiul only two days’ joniaiey fr<»m Mount Sinai. Tho 
boats \M‘r<5 all taken by tlio pilgrims, ami tliesc holy 
travellers wen> pac.ktal together as eb»s(‘ly as sheep on 
board oiu? <d'onr N»»rth Kiver sloops for tho New York 
market, 'flioy were a tilthy set, many of them probably 
not changing their elutlu'S from tho linu) they left their 
liomes until tin y j’oaeln d tlic tomb of the ITophot. I 
would ratln'i' not have travelled witli them ; hnt as it 
Avas my only way of going down tho st;a, 1 applied lo .an 
Aral) to bin* a. certaij) portion of space on tin* dcadc of a 
) oat for myself and servant ; hut lie advised mo not to 
think of such a thing, lie told nn* if 1 hired and paid 
for Mich a space, the pilgidnis would certainly encroach 
upon me ; that they would heg, and burrow, and at last 
rob me ; and, above all, that they wen^ bigoted fanatics, 
ami, if ii^ storm occniTiMl, would very likely tlirou’ me 
ovnboaj^d, Witli lliis character of his Ina thren from a 
true b('li('V('r, [ ahainloiied the idea of going by sea, ainl 
ilial tile mo n* readily, ashisaceoimt was perfectly con- 
sistent w ith Avliat I had hofore lieard of the pilgrims. 

The scene itself di<l not sustain the high and holy 
cluiracUir of a ])ilgrimage. As I said hefoio, all wore 
aliomiiiahly filthy ; some wi-re sitting around a great 
di^h of jiilau, thrusting their hands in it up t»» the 
knuckles, sipiee/.ing tin* boiled rie<', and throwing back 
their heads as tl.ey crammed tin) Imge mors.-l down 
their throats; otliers packing up tin ir mereliandisi . or 
carrying Avator-skins, or whetting tlu’ir .sabres; others 
wrangling for a few paras ; ami in one jdace Avas an 
Arab butcher, ban'-Ieggeil, and naked from the Avai.st 
upward, AA^ith liis hainis, breast, and face siiu ari'd Avith 
blood, leaning over tlie body of a slangbt‘‘r<’<i c.imel, 
brandishing an axe, and cho|>ping off hum* pieces of 
meat for tho surrounding pilgrims. A Idilo oil from 
the .shore a large party Avt*re emiiarking on hoard a 
^uiall boat to go down to tlu'ir vessel, which Avas lying 
••'t the month of the harbour; tliey Avero AA idiiig up to 
their middle, ev'cry one with sometiiiiig on bis shoulders 
above liis head. Thirty or forty had abx'ady got on 
board, and us many more were trying to do tho same ; 
L'lt the boat Avas already full. A loud Avrangling eoni- 
uicnced, .succeeded by clinching, throttling, .sphishing 
hi the Avab'i*, and rmining lo the shore. I siiw bright 
sAvonis gleaming in tho ai»% heard the ominous click of 
pistol, and in one moment more blood would have been 
f^ht'd, but for a 'rnrkish aga, Avho liad been Avatchingtho 
sceno iron* the governor's balcony, and now dashing in 
‘•miong tln'iii Avith a huge silvor-heiided mace, and laying 
ubout him right and lelt, brought tlio turbulent pilgrims 
a condition more suited lo their sacred character. 

At about nine o’clock I sent off my camels to go rre.nd 


the head of the gulf, intending to oros# over in a boat 
and meet them; At the moment they left the roqnc!, 
two friends were holding up a quilt before the body of 
the dead Tartar, while a third was within, washing and 
preparing it for burial. At twelve o’clock I got on board 
my boat ; she was, like the others, sharp built, with a 
high poop and tall lattccn 8aiJ.s, and, for the first time 
in all my travelling, I began to think a voyage bettor 
than a journey. In addition to the greater ease and 
pleasantness, there was something new and exciting in 
the p4assage of the Bed- Sea ; and w'o had hardly given 
our large lattccn sails to the wind, before I began to 
talk with tho rais about carrying mo down to Tor ; but 
be told me tho boat was too small for .sucli a voyage, 
and money would not induce him to attempt it. 

Late in the afternoon avc landed on the opposite side, 
on the moat sacred spot connected Avith the A\'andcrings 
of tliC Israelites, Avhere tlu^y rose from the dry bed of 
the sea, and, at the command of IMcses, the divided 
waters rushed together, overwhehning I’haraoli and bis 
chariots, and the whole host of Egyid. With tlio devo- 
tion of a pious pilgrim, 1 picked up a slu'll, and put it 
in my pocket as a memorial of the place ; and then 
l*aul and I, mounting the dromedaries w hicli inygui«lo 
had brought down to the shore in readiness, rode to a 
grove of palm-trees, shading a fountain of bad wati r, 
called Ayoun Mouss.a, or tbe Fountain of Moses. I was 
riding carelessly along, looking behind nn? towards the 
s<;a, and had almost readied tho grove of paliii-tn'cs, 
when a large flock of crows Hew out, and my dromedary, 
frightened with their sudden whizzing, started back and 
tluvAv me tAventy feet over his head, completely clear 
of his long neck, and left me sprawling in the sand. It 
Avas a mercy 1 did not finish my Avamierings wht'ia? the 
children of Israel began theii*s; but I saved my head 
at tho expense of my hands, Avhich sank in the loose 
soil up to ilie wrist, and bore tin* marks for more than 
two months afterw.irds. I scateil myself Avhere I fell, 
and, as the sun was just dipping below the horizon, tolil 
Faul to pitch the tent, Avilh the door toAvanIs the place 
of tho miraculous passage. I .shall never forget that 
sunset scene, and it is tho last 1 shall inflict upon the 
read<T, 1 Avas sitting on tlic very sjiot where the chosen 
jieoplc of (lod, after walking ovt'r the dry bed of the 
.sea, stoppetl to behold the diviiU'd Avaters returning lo 
their place and sAvalloAving uji tlie liost of the pur.sucrs. 
The mountains on the otlier side looked d.ark and por- 
tentous, a'< if proud and conscious Avitnesscs of tho 
mighty miracle, Avhilc the sini, dc.scending slow ly behind 
tliem long aft<'r it had disappeared, left a reflected 
hri^!itiu‘ss Avhich illumined Avith an aflniost supernatural 
light the dark surface of tho Avater. 

Ibit to return to the Fountain of .Moses. 1 am aAvaro 
that llu're is some dispute as to the precise spot Avliero 
Moses crossed ; but liaving no time for scepticism on 
such inattei*s, 1 began by making nj) my mind tliat this 
Avas the place, and then looked around to see whether, 
according to the account given in the Bible, the face of 
the country and tin natural landmarks did not sustain 
my opinion. 1 remember 1 looked up to the head of 
the gulf, where Suez or Kolsmn iioav stands, and shav 
that almost to the veiy head of the gulf there was a 
high range of mountains wliieli it would be necessary 
(o cross, an undertaking which it would liave been phy- 
sically impossible for (i0l),000 people, men, women, ami 
children, to accoinplisli, Avitli a hostile army pui’suing 
them. At Suez, Aloses cOuld not have been hemmtcl 
in as he was ; he could go oft' into the Syrian Desert, 
or, unless the sea }i.as greatly changed since that time, 
round the head of the gulf. But here, directly opposite 
where I sat, was an opening in the mountains, making 
a clear }>ass.^go from the desert to the shore of tho sea. 
It is a<lmittcd that, from the earliest liistory of the 
country, there was a caravan route from the Banicseli 
of the Fharaohs to this spot, and it was perfectly clear 
to my mind that, if the account be true at all, Alosea 
had taken that route ; that it wais directly opposite me, 
between the tAvo mountains, whei'o lie licxil come down 
Avith his multitude to the shore, and that it avus tlicre 





he had found himself hemmed in, in the nuumen de- 
fiorihed in the Bible, with the sea before him, and the 
army of Pharaoh in his rear; it was there he had 
stretched out his hand and divided the waters ; and 
probably, on the very spot where I sat, the children of 
Israel had kneeled upon the san^ to offer thanks to 
God for his miraculous interposition. The distance, 
too, was in coudrniatiou of this opinion. It was about 
twenty miles across ; the distance which that immense 
multitude, with their necessary baggage, could have 
passed in the space of time (a night) mentioned in the 
jBihle. Besides my own judgment and conclusions, I 
had authority on the s})ot, in my Bedouin Toualeb, wlio 
talked of it witli as much certainty as if he had seen it 
liiinself; and, by the waning light of the moon, pointed 
out the metes and bounds according to the tradition re- 
ceived from his fathers. “ And even yet,’* said he, ‘*on 
a still evening like this, or sometimes when the sea is 
raging, the gliosts of the dej)arted Egyptians are seen 
W'alking upon tho waters ; and once, wlieji, after a long 
day’s journey, 1 lay down witli my camels on this very 
spot, 1 saw the ghost of i’haraoli liimself, with the crown 
upon his head, Hying witli his chariot and horses over 
the face of the deep ; and tiven to this day tho Arab 
diving for coral, brings up fragments of swords, broken 
helmets, or chariot-wliecls, swailo\vi;d up with the host 
of Egypt.” 

Early the next movniiig wo resumed our journey, 
and travelled several hours along a saiul}" valley, di- 
verging slowly from tho sea, and aj»proaching tho moun- 
tains on our left. Tho day’s journey was barrtui of 
incident, though not void of interest. We met only om* 
small caravan of Jk.doiiiiis, with their empty sacks, like 
the childrou of Jacob of old, journeying from a land of 
famine to aland of plenty. Eroiu time to time wo passed 
tho bones oi a camel bleaching on t'iie sand, and once 
the body of one just dead, Iiis eyes already picked out, 
and their sockets lioJlow to tlie brain. A Inige vulturts 
was standing o\er hiiu, with his long talons fastened in 
the entraiks, his botik and hi.s whole liead stained with 
blood. I drove tho horrid bird away ; but before I liad 
got out of sight, lio had again fastened on his prey. 

The third day we started at seven o’clock, and, after 
tlireo houi"s* journeying, ontt;rod among the mountains 
of Sinai. The acciio ivas now* entindy changed in cha- 
racter; the level expanse of thi) sandy desert for the 
wild and rugged raonntaiii-p.'is.s. At eleven wo came to 
the fountain of Afarah, supposed to he that at wliicli tlio 


little consequence by the Ara.bft; and ae the ' 

Arabs, it is probable that the same was a feature of 
^eir oharaoter also. At all events, I was disposed to 
consider this the fountain, and would fain have pet. 
formed the duty of a pious pilgrim by making my noon! 
day meal at its brink ; but, as in the days of Moses, >vq 
could not drink of tho waters of Marah, ‘‘ for they 
bitter.** I do not wonder that tho people murmuroj 
for even our camels would not drink of them. Tjjg 
ground around tho fountain was whito with salt. 
about two hours more wo camo to the valley of Gher. 
oudel, a large valley with palm-trees ; away at tho right 
ill tho mountains, is another spring of watcJi*, whiejj 
Shaw makes tho bitter fountain of Moses, the wakn’ 
being also undrinkable. 

That night Paul w’as unwell, and, as it always hap. 
peiied witii him wlicu lie hatl a licadache, ho thou4it 
ho w^as going to ilio. As soon as we pitched our tent 
1 made liim lio down ; and not knowing how to deal 
with his real and fancied ailments, gave him sorno hut 
tea, and then piled upon him quilts, blankets, empty 
sacks, baddlc-clotlis, and every otlicr covering I could 
Hud, until he cried for quarter. I had no difficultv in 
cooking my own supper, and, I remember, tried ’tluj 
savage taste of my Bedouins wdth the Ghiiiawccil, winch 
they liked exceedingly, when so abundantly sweetened 
as utterly to destroy its ilavour. 

CHAPTER XV. 

The Aspect of the Arab (irave®!.— Tim Puclia and 

the lludouiu5. — Tho Viiluo of Water. — lATjfloxinjjf IjiH<;ript.ioiis. 
— Ifabit-Hof tho Arab?*. — lAUicsof tho DoM'rt. — Hroaeli of t)ii> 
Alarriapo Vow.— Arrival at tho Gmvont.— An Excess of WM- 
come. — Greece and America.— Amor I'atria:. 

lx tho morning Paul wms well, ])ut I. j’ccomnieiidi'd .i 
little starvation to make all .“^urii; this, lioweier, by nu 
mt.‘aii.s agreetd witli liis opinion, or Ins appetito ; lor, 
ho said, a inan who rode a dromedary j» 11 day inuht at 
or dic\ Late in tlio afternoon wo pa.s.sc'd a lull of stones, 
which Burckhardt calls tin* toiuh of a saint; huta/iv 
c*(>rding to Toualob’s account, and he spoke of it^^iiRa 
thing witiiiu Iiis own knowh.'dge, it was tho of s 

\ery diifei'ont personage, namely, a woman who ivaS 
surprised )iy her kindred with a j'aramour, ainl luUql 
ainl buried on tho spot; on a little eminmuM* ahov«^^'3 
tow stones marked th(> jdaco whoro a slave had been 
statioiie<l to give tho guilty [utir a tiim.dy noiioo of ap- 


Jsraelitcs rested after tlicir three days’ journey from 
the Red Sea. Theye is some uiicortaiiity as to the par- 
ticulars of this journey ; the print of their footsteps did 
not long remain in the shifting sands ; tiicir dc.sceiidant.s 
liave long been .strangers in the land ; and tradition but 
imperfectly supplies the want of more accurate and en- 
during records. Of the general fact there is no doubt ; 
no other road from the Rod .‘5ea to Tllount Sinai lie 
existed siucti the days of Mo.sc.s, and tlicre is no part «;1 
the world where the face of nature and tho natural 
land-marks have remained so totally uucliaiigcd. TJien, 
as now, it was a barren inountaiuou.s region, bare of 
verdure, and destitute of streams of Lviiig water; so 
that tho Almighty was obligee? to sustain his people 
with marina from heaven, and w ater from tho rocks. 

But travellers have que.stioned whether tin’s ic the 
fountain of Marah. 'Ihe Bible account i.s sunplo ariu 
brief They went three d.iys into the wild mess, and 
foun^no water ; ami v.ben they came to Marah, they 
coutt not drink <>f the Vvators of Marah, f(,r they wer«- 
bittfl.’* Burcliliurdi ohjeci , tl the distance i - too 
short lor three days' jourj, but: ’.>1 i-« cavl’ Is sufli- 
ciently answered by otluu's; th it tho of 

such au immense multitude, of all ages ami both 40xes, 
with flocks and cattle, which they must liavo Irol for 
tho sacrifices, if lor no other purpose, inc' . necesoarily 
have been slow. Besides, supposing the habits of tho 
people to have b(?cTi the saino ;»,s wc find them now 
amonajlliff^ntai;^, tho presumptio:; is rather that th«*v 
h slowly than push Ciii with speed, afta 
pursuit was over. Time is thought of 


jirouciiing danger, but had iieg!«*ctcd hts important trust. 

Our road no w laybetvNeem wild and rugged mo||iitalus, 
and tlu> valley it.stOf was stony, brolom, and 
the washing <»f the winter torrents ; and .a few 
tliorii-biislK'S were all that grew in that ri*giou of 
lutioji. 1 Jiad remarluMl for some time, and every mo- 
inODt inqire.ssed it niovi^ and mere fercibly upon niy 
iuiikI, that every thing around me seemed old ami ir 
•lecay : tlio \allt;y was liarreii and devastated l>y tor- 
rents ; tho rocks were xamt; tho mountains craclcii, 
laaAc •, and criinihliiig into Biousamls of pieces ; aiiu 
we enc;tnipi*d at niglit helweeii rocks wdiicli seemed to 
have be«ui turn asumh-T by some violent convulsion, 
where the stones liad washed down into tho valley, 
the drifted sand almost chob.'d tho passage. It had 
been excessively hot during tho day, and at night tlu' 
wind was whistling around my t<'nt as in Tnid-wdntcr. 

Early in tiic morning w e were again in motion, jcir 
route lying m arly all «iay in tho saino narrow valby, 
hounded by llio same lofty mountains. At every stiJJ 
the scene became more solemn and inqiressive ; 
still around us; and not a sound broke tlio 
silence, except tho soft tread of our caniejs, and 
and then tlio voico of om^ of ; but tln^e was n g, 
encouragement to garrulity. Tho inouutij^ufl becaip 
laoro and more striking, venerable, and iuto^esti^K* . ® 
a shrub or blade of grass grow on their ^aked sic 
deformed with gaps and H.'isurca ; an<l ^ H|v 

by bliglH jar or shake, they would crumbl^oto im M; 

pieecH. It is impossible to ‘J^'^scribo 


uguiarly interesting appcai*uiico of 



OF WATER. 


A^e, hoary and is theprodoxninantcliaraeter. 

They looked as if their groat G^tor had made them 
higher than Uiey are, and their summits, worn and 
^y^eiied by the action of the elements for thousands 
of years, hod cracked and fallen. My days in the desert 
did not pass as quickly as 1 hurry through them here. 
They wore away, not slowly alone, but sometimes 
heavily ; and to help them in their progrewij^^^ometiraes 
dcsccjided to very commonplaco aniusemehti^N Ou one 
ocoasioii I remember meeting a party of friendly Ilc- 
douins, and, sitting down with them to pipes and coffee, 

I noticed a fine lad of nineteen or twenty, about tlie size 
of one of my party, and pitted mine against him for a 
wrestling-match. The old Bedouins took tlic precaution 
t.o remove their knives and swords, and it was well they 
did, for the two lads throttled each other like young 
furies ; and when mine r<.*ceivcd a pretty severe pro- 
stration on the sand, ho first attempted to regain his 
sword, and, failing in that, sprang again upon his adver- 
sary with such ferocity that 1 was glad to have the young 
devils taken apart, and still nioro glad to know that they 
were going to travel different r«jads. 

Several times we passed the rude burying-grounds of 
the Betiouiaa, standing alone in tluj waste of sand, a few 
stones thrown together in a heap marking the spot 
wliero an Arab’s bones reposed ; but the wanderer of 
the desert looks forward to his final rest in tliis wild 
buiyiiig-place of bis tribe witli tho same feeling that 
animates the English peasauit towards tho churcliyavd 
of his native village, or the noblo })eer towards tho 
lionourcd tomb of lus ancestors. 

About noon wo came to nil irregular stono fence, 
running across the valley and extending up the sid«.*s ] 
nearly to the top of tho adjacent mountaitis, built as a 
wall by tho Bedouins of tSinui during the war with the 
i*acha of Bgyi)t. Among the strong and eiurrgetic 
iiuasiires of his gov<‘rnnu.‘nl, Malioinnied Ali had eri- 
deavoured to roduo(' these children of the desert under 
his iron rule ; to subject them to taxes, like his subjects 
of tilt' iNilc, and, worse, to establish his oppressive system 
of military conscription. But l ho free spirit of tlie un- 
tanieahle cuuhl nut brook this invasion of their inde- 
pendence, dTiey plundered his caravans, drank his 
best Moch^ coffee, devoured his spices from Arabia and 
India, anfl clothed themst.Ivos and their wives in the 
rich silks intended for the harems of tho wealthy Turks, 
Ifassan Hey was sunt against them with ‘doOO men ; 400 
Jlod(»nius di^fernlcd this pass h'r eov«*i*al days, when, 
cralnly permitlimr him to force his way to tho convent , 
of Mount Sinai, the tribes gathered in force bcdwceii 
liim and tho Kod .S- a, nnd held him there a prisoner 
until a treaty of pm petual amity had been ralilied by 
the paella, by whiciiic was agreed that the pacha should 
net invade tlieir toj-ritoiy, aud that they wuiild be his 
subjects, provided ho would imt call upon thcr.i for 
ddtiesj or soldiers, or, indeed, for any thing which should 
abridge tlicir natural freedom ; or, ir. other words, that 
bo might do as ho plcas(;d with them, provided lie let 
them havii their own way. it was, in fact, ilie sclmol- 
boy*a bargain, “Let mo alone, and 1 will Irt you alone/’ 
and so it has been faithfully ke]»t b^ l)Ot!i parties, and I 
have no doubt will continue to b<- kept, uiuil ■ me of them 
tiliall liavo a strong probability oi ju’olit and success in 
breaking it. Upon the wholo, liowcver, the Bedouins of 
Mount ^iiuai aro rather aftaid of AlaJioiniuvid Ali, and 
b(5 has a groat rod over them in his power of excluding 
them from Cairo, wlu?ro tlu*y come to exchange their 
dates and apricots for gram, clothing, weapons, and 
aninmnitioii. As lliey told iiio tlwiuselves, before his 
time they Iiad been great robbers* j»qd now a robbery is 
seldom Jieard of among tboiii, V ^ - 1(4 
^ ^ For two days wo bad In on suffering want of water, 
i’he skins with which I had been proved by tho c .a- 
sul’s janizary .at Cairo wej o so new that lln?y eonlami 
mited tho water ; and it had at last be<;oine so bad, that, 
h^arful of injurious effects from drinking it, and prefer- 
fing tho evil of thirst to that of sickness, I had ptiured 

all out upon tho sand. Toualeb liad told me that 
sonio time during the day we should como to a fouuvain, 


' 

but Uie evening was drawing nigh, and we had not 
reached it. Fortunately we had still a few oranges left, 
which served to moisten our parched mouths ; and wo 
were in tho momentary expectation of coming to tho 
w'ater,when Toualeb discovered some marks, from which 
he told us that it was yet three hours distant. We had 
no apprehension of being reduced to the extremity of 
thirst ; but for men who had already been suffering for 
somo time, the prolongation of such thirst was by no 
means pleasant. During those three hours I thought 
of nothing but w ater. Rivers were floating through my 
iinagiiiatiun, aiul, while moving slowly on my dromedary, 
witli the hot sun beating upon my head, I wiped the 
sweat from my face, and thought upon tho frosty Cau- 
casiLs ; and when, after travelling an hour aside from 
the main track, through an opening in the mountains, 
we sjiw a single palm-tree shading a fountain, our pro- 
gress was gradually accelerated, until, as we approached, 
wo broke into a run, and dashing through the sand, and 
without much respect of persons, all tlirew oni*selve8 
upon the fountain. 

If any of my friends at home could have seen mo 
then, they would have laughed to see me scrarabling 
among a party of Arabs for a place around a fountain, 
all prostrate on the ground, with our lieads tog<’tlier,for 
a moment raising them to look gravely at each other 
while we paused for breath, and then burying our noses 
again in tho delicious water ; and yet, when my thirst 
was Eatisfied, and 1 had time to look, at it, I tliought it 
lucky that 1 had not seen it before. It was not a foun- 
tain, but merely a di‘])osito of ^^ater in a. hol!i»w sand- 
stone rock ; the suiT’ace was green, and the bottom 
muddy. Such as it was, however, wo filled our skins, 
and returned to tho main track. 

We continued about an hour in tho valley, rising 
gently until wc found ourselves on the top of a little 
eminence, from wlileh wo sawbefoi'e us another valley, 
bouiide<l also by high rocky cliffs ; ;ind clircelly in front, 
still more than a day’s journey distant, standing directly 
across tho roa<L and. as lias been f reibly and truly said, 

“ looking liko the cud of the world,” stood the towering 
monnttiins of Sinai. At the other end of the plain the 
mountains contractod, and on oiio side wjisau immense 
block of porphyry, which had fallen, probably, thousttnds 
of years ago. I couM still see where it had come leap- 
ing and crashing down tlie mouutain-side, and trace its 
deslniciivo couise to the very spot where it now lay, 
itself almost a mountain, though a mere pebble when 
compareil wiili tho giant from wliich it came. 1 pitched 
my '■-lit i.y its sitlc, with tho door 0 })ep to ilic holy mouu- 
taiii, as many a weary pilgrim had done bofore mo. The. 
rock was covered with inscriptions, but 1 could not 
re.ad them. 1 walked round and rt>iind it with Paul at 
my elbow, looking eagerly for some small scrap, a single 
Iin(\ ill a laiiguago wo could read ; but all were strange, 
ami at length we gave up the search. In seveml places 
in tho wilderness of Sinai, tho rooks arc lllled with in- 
scriptions, suppose ^ to have been made by the Jews; 
and finding those b('ii)rc mo utterly beyond my com- 
prehension, 1 resolved to carry them back to a respec- 
table antiquity, and in many of the worn and faded 
characters, to recognise the work of some wandering 
Israelite. I meditated, also, a <lespenito but noble deed. 
Those who had written before mo wore long since dead ; 
but in tliis lonely desert they had left a record of them- 
selves and of till ir hingnage. 1 resolved to add one of 
my country’s also. Dwelling fondly in imagination upon 
tho absorbiiig interest with which somo future traveller, 
periiaps from my own distant land, W'oiild stop to read 
on Hiis lonely rock a greeting in his native tongue, 1 
sought with great care a stono that would serve .*is a 
pencil. It made a mark which did not suit me, and I 
laid it down to break it into a better shape, but unluckily 
sin.*ishcd my fingers, and in one moment all my enthu- 
siasm of sentiment wC' s gone ; I crammed my fingers into 
ray mouth, and danced about the rock in an agony of 
heroics ; and so niy inscription remained unwritten. 

At seven o’clock of the tentli day from I was 

again on my dromedary, and during tlie whole day ike 
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lofty top of Sinai was constantly before me. We were 
now in a country of fritmdly Arabs. Tho BedouiAs 
around Mount Sinai were all of the same tribe* and 
the escort of any child of that tribe was a sutticient 
protection. About nine o’clock Toualeb left me for his 
tent among the nionntaiiis. Ho was a little at a loss, 
having two wives living in separate tents, at somo dis- 
tance from cacli other, .and he h<-'sitated which to visit. 
I made it my business to pry into particulars, and found 
tho substance of the Arab's nature not much dilforent 
from other men’s. Old tics'and a s(?nso ot duty called 
him to bis old wife — to her who had boon his only wife 
when he was young and poor j but soiiicthiiig stronger 
tliaii old ties or the obligation of duty impolied him to 
ill’s younger bride. Lik«' the Prophet whom he wor- 
shipped, lie honoured and respected his old wife, but 
bis heart yearned to her younger and more lovely rival. 

The last was by far tlui iimst interesting day of iny 
journey to Mount Sinai. We were moving along a 
broad valley, bounded by ranges of lofty and crumbling 
mountains, forming an immense rocky rampart on each 
side of us; and rix'ky and barren as these inoniitaiiis 
seemed, on their tops were gardens which pr<»due<;d 
orang(‘s, dates, and figs, in great abundance. Here, on 
heights almost inaccessible to any but the children of the 
desert, the Heiloiiin pitches his tent, pastures his sheej) 
and goats, and gains the sh'nder snl)sistt'nct‘ necessary 
for himself and family; and ofK'ii, looking up the hare 
side of the mountain, we eould see on its suniinit’s edge 
thewild ligureofa haif-nakiMl Arab, with his longiiiatch- 
lock gun in Jiis hand, watching the tn<»vtanent of «»ur 
little caravan. Sunietimosj too, theey<’ rested upon the 
form of a woman stealing across tlu' vail<‘y, not a tra- 
veller or }>asser-l)y, but a dweller in the land wliere no 
smoke curled from the domestic h<'arth, and n(> sign (»f 
a habitation was p('rc(‘ptihle. There was something 
very interesting to me in tin; greetings of my compa- 
nions witli the other young men of their tribe. 'I’liey 
were just returning from a journey to ( airo, an evt nt. 
in tho life of a young Bedouin, and they were bringing 
a sti’anger from a land that none of them had (wmt ln?ar<l 
of ; yet their greeting liad the coldness of frosty age, and 
the reserve of strangers ; twice they would gemtly touch 
the palms of e ach otlier’s hands, inntter a few words, 
and in a moment the wx'lcoiner.':. w<*re agabi climbing to 
their tents. One, I remember, greeted us more warihly, 
and staid longer among ns. He vas by ju’ohfssion a j 
beggar or roidjer, as occasion re(|nired, and wanted 
something from us, but it wa'i not inueli ; inendy some 
broad and a charge of powder. Not far frmn the track, 
wc saw, hanging on a thorn-hush, tlm bhack cloth of a 
Bcdouiji'steiit, witli the pole, ropes, pegs, :indovery thing 
ncccssaiy to convert it into a iiabitaiioii for a family. 
It liad been there six mouths ; the owner had gfuu; to 
a new pasture-ground, and there it ha<l hung, amltlu re 
it would hang, Kicred and uiitoiu-hetl, until iie retnri 


says thu Bodouin when lia meats the sihittget travellh^o 
through his wild domain. “ The desert is ours, anS 
every man who passes over it must pay us tribute.*’ 
These principal and distinguishing tioiits of tho Bedouin 
character have long been known ; but as I had now bep,i 
with them ten days, and expected to be with them ^ 
month longer, to see tliem in their tents, and be thrown 
among difterent tribes, claiming friendship from 
who were enemies to each other, X w as curious to know 
something of the lighter shades, the details of their livpj, 
and habits ; and I listened with exceeding interest whilt* 
the young Bedouin, with his eyes constantly fixed upon 
it, told mo that for more than 400 years tlio tent of 
fatlicrs had been in that mountain. Wild and unsettled 
robbers and plunderers as they are, they have law^ 
w'hich .are as sacred as our own ; ami the tent, and the 
garden, and the little pasture-ground, are transmitted 
from father to son for centuries. I have probably for- 
gotten more than half of our conversation ; hut J re- 
member ho told mo that all the sons shared equally; 
tliat the daughters took nothing ; that the children lived 
together ; that if any of the hrotliers got married, tho 
]>roperty must be tlividt'd ; that if any dilliculty areso 
on the ilivision, the man who w<irkcd tho place for a 
share of the profits must divide it ; and, lastly, thatth(« 
sisters must remain witli the brothers, until they (tin- 
sisbu’s) am married. 1 asked liirii, if tin* hrotliers <li(l 
not choose to keep a sistc'i* w itli them, what, becaini- of 
her ; hut he did not unclerstand nn‘. I nqieatefl iho 
question, but still ho did not eompreheml it, and looKi 1 
to his eonijianions for an ex|»ianation. Ami wIumi, at 
last, the meaning of my question became apparent to 
his mind, he nns\ven'<l, with a look of wonder, “ It is 
impossibh' ; she is his own blood.” I pressed my <pii's- 
tion again and again in various forms, suggesting iliii 
possibility tliat the brother's wife might dislihi* iIh- 
sister, and otlier vc.-ry supposaldc eases ; hnl it was ,^i» 
strangi* an idea, that to the la.-'t he did not rnliy ediii- 
pn-heml it, .ind his answer was still tin* same — It i,; 
impossible ; she is bis own bujod.” Paul was in eosU- 
cies at (be noble answers of tln^ young savage, and di*- ; 
elari'd liini the finest fellow he liad ever met since Ik;.! 
left Cairo. This was not very b.igh praise, to Ik; surir^’ 
hut I’aul intended it as ti compliment, and th(‘ yourtg 
Boilouin was willing to believe bini, though lie cuulii ’ 
not exactly eomprehend how Paul ha*! found it out. 

1 asked him w ho governed tlu'm ; be stretched him- 
self nji, and answerisl in one word, ‘‘Hod.*’ I 
Iiim if they j»ai(I trihiiti; to the pacha ; and his 
was, No, W(; (alo; trili'iti; from liiin.” I asked him 
how. “ We piiimhu’ his c.aravans.” J tesivous to inider- 
st.iiid my exact position with the sheik of .\!wili;i, 
iimliT Ids promise of protection, I :«sla>d him if ihiv 
wen; governed by their sheik ; to wliich In; ai|Sw<Tt't, 
“N<i, we govern 1dm.” 'J'lic siieik was their i^pivM ii- 
tativc, their inontlipiece with the paeli.a and wifli otlu'V 


to claim it. it belongs to one of onrtri! «*, :;rnl cursed j tribes, and had a personal inllin nce, but not nmrethan 
be the hand that touches it,” is the b'eling of ev( ry | any other meniher of the tribe. J asked liiin, if the 
Xledouln. Uncounted gold might ik; e.\pos«.-d in the j sheik hud promised a strangea* to conduct Idnmhrongh 
sanu; way ; and the poorest Bedotun, though a robber i hi.s territoj’v, whether tlic triho would not • consiil<‘i' 
by birth arnl profession, would pass by and touch it not. ; riieiiiselves iionnd liy his promise. Ho said no; tlmy 
On the very summit of llnf inoiintain, apparentlv ; would tali(; tin; sln.-ik ajiart, ask him wdiatlio was goim^ 
ensconeod behind it as a wall. Ids body not, more t.lriii j to do with the strang(;r ; how inncli he was going tog' t i 
hall visible, a B(;douiu was looking down upon ns : and i and, if they were satisiied, w’ould let him j)as.s,othcrwii^c 


one of my party, who had long kept his face turned that 
way, told me tliat then* was the t< nt o^ Id;, fatlier. I 
tiilkcd with him about lii‘, kindred and his mountain 
hoiiic, not cxp«*(t,iijg^ bewevur, to di,scovGr any tiling of 
extraordinary inton ;;t or jio^oli^, Thcsonsof Isbmael 
Ji^c ever been the - oiu', <iu, djita U ; of c d».s«?rt, 
(iespisiiig tile dwidU rs under a ro >1, wanderex’.s and wild 
men Iroiii their birth, witli their Hands against every 
man. and c cry man’s hand against tir ni * Tb^vf, 
blood between us,” says tin; Bedouin wli lie inlets in 
tho desert one of a tribe by some individual of wldcli 
an of his own wa.s kilb «d, rhaps a hundred 

a. And then they draw ihcir lovord?., and a. 

> of blood is ojiern.d, o bo ii.audod down 



tliey would send Jiim back ; but they would respect tl»i‘ 
promise of the sheik ho far as not to do him any jiersomd 
injury. In case of any «niarrol or diflereiiec between 
inenibers of a tribi*, they liad no law or tribunal to ad' 
just it ; but if one of them was wounded — and he spok* 
as if this was the regular consequeiico of a quarrel"- 
upon his recovery he luade out \iis account, cliargi^**' 
per diem price for tho loss of hifl services, and the 
must j»ay it. But what if he will not? “ Xh* 
was the reply, given in the sarncs tohd with 
liail lieforo pronounced it “ impoHsibld?v.for the br^ 
to w ithhold pi otection and shelter f^’^ sistera 
In docs not, ho will be visited with tli^ontempt^ 

H , and very soon he or one of 


cir children, “ Ihy aunt w ants thy imriie,” } he killed. They have a law which 
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0perationd as any that we have ; and It Is a strange and 
jjot unintei’cstin^ feature in their social compact, that 
what wo call public opinion should be as powerful among 
them as among civilised people, and that even the wild 
and lawless Bedouin, a man who may fight, rob, and kill 
with impunity, cannot live under the contempt of his 
tribe. 

In regard to their yet more domestic habits, lie told 
jno that though the law of Malioinmed allowed four 
wives, the Bedouin seldom took more than one, unless 
that one was barren or could not make good bread, or 
unless lie fell in love with anoMier girl, or I'ould allord 
to keep more than one ; with tliesi', and some few other 
uxtraordiniuy exceptions, the Bedouin married but one 
wife ; and the chastity of women was protected by san- 
guinary Jaws, the guilty woman having her lioad cut oil* 
by her own relations, while her paramour, unless caught 
in the act, is alltiwed to escape ; the Arabs ])roceeding 
on the ground that the chastity of the woman is a pearl 
above all price ; that it is in Inn* own keeping ; and that 
it is hut part of the intirmity of iiuiira nature to seek to 
rob her of it. 

The whole day we were moving between j)nrnllel 
ranges of inounluins, receding in some places, and tlien 
again contracting, and at about mid-day entered a nar- 
row and rngg«.‘d defile, bouiid«al on ea<di side with pri*- 
cijiitous granite roeks mor<; tlian a tbousand fei't high. 
Wo entered at tin? very bottom of this defile, moving 
for a time along tho dry hod of a torrent, now <*b- 
hlnicted witli saml and stones, tin; rociks on ev<*ry side 
shivered and torn, and the wliob; seono wild t») subli- 
iiiity. Oiir camels stumbled among the rocky frag- 
inents to such a degre(' that we dismounted, and passed 
ihvongh tlie wild th iile on foot. At the otlier end we 
came smbhuily upon a plain table of ground, and before 
us towered in awful grandeur, so huge and dark that 
it sci'ined close to u- and barring all tavther j>rogi*ess, 
the end of my pilgrimage, tin; holy mountain of hiuai. 
On our left was a large insulated stone, rudely rt‘sem- 
bling a chair, called the eh.air of Moses, on which tra- 
dilit)!! says tliat Moses rested l'iins(‘lf wlieii he came up 
with the pc(tph! of his charg<i ; farther on, upon a little 
cniinciic^f; are some rude stones, whi<*Ii aropoinle-d out 
as the rifeis of the hotise of Aaron, where the great high- 
priest discoursed to tho wandering Israelit<\s. On tin; 
riglif is a. sioiu' allegetl to he. the, petritied golden calf, 
lint it waii not nei‘es.sa)‘y to draw ujuni false and frivo- 
lous legends to gi\e intere; t to this siamc ; the majesty 
of nature was eiioiigli. I lelttliat I was on holy ground ; 
and dismounfing Irom my diromedary, loitenMl h.>r mure 
than an hour in the valley. It was cold, an<l I sent my 
shivering Bedouins forward, supposing mys- lf to bo at 
file foot of the mountain, and lingen.il there ninil after 
the sun had set. It was .'ifti>r dark, as alon<\ and on 
foot, 1 entered the last dtdilo leading to the holy r.= un- 
tain. 'J’he moon liad risen, but her light could not 
penetrate tlu’ deep ilefilo through which I Avas toiling 
slowly on to the foot of Sinai. From about half-way up 
it shone A/itli a pale and so’emn lustiv, Avhile b( low all 
wa.s in the deepest sliade, :ind a dark spot on the side of 
the inonntaiti, seeming jicrfectly bh'ck in contrast with 
the light above it, marki'd tho situation < f the convent. 
I passed a Bedouin tent, inuler 'vbicli a group of Arabs 
Avero sleeping around a large tire, and in a fewmoment.s 
stood at the foot of the eonv«'nt Avail. My ‘amcis Avere 
Iving down eating their I'vening meal, ami my Bedouins 
Wore asleep on tlie ground close mnler tho Avails, 

KnoAving that they would not be admitted tbcmsclvcH, 
they hail not demanded entrance ; and as J had not toM 
them to do so, they had not given notice of my coming. 
Tlic eouvent Avas a very largo building, and the high 
^tone walls surrounding Avith tuwds at tlie corners, 
gave it tlie appearance of a fortress;^ Fxj osed as they 
are to occasional attacks by the Bedouins, tt»o holy 
fathers are sometimes obliged to Iiave recourse to carnal 
■'veapona. The Avails iU*o accordingly mounted with 
‘^annon, and there is no entrance except by a subter- 
raneous passage under the ^nlen, or by a small dooi* 
In one of tho walls, about thirty feet from the gri' ind. 

1 ) 


My Bedouins had stopped under thi.s door, and here wo 
commenced shouting for admission, first singly, and then 
altogether, in French, English, and Arabic ; but no one 
came to admit us. I Avas strongly reminded of the 
scene under the walls of the little convent in the desert, 
on my attempted e.xpedition to the great Oasis. Then, 
as now, it was a moonlight niglit, and the scene was a 
convent, a lonely habitation of Christians, with its door 
closed against a iQXhm-Chrhtian. I remember that then 
1 had to force my Avay in and make my own welcome, 
and 1 resolved that no trillo should keep ino from an 
entrance here. Tlie convent belonged to tho Greek 
cburcli. I did not know liow many monks Avere in it, 
or Avbat Avas tln^ Siinetity of their lives, but I wished 
that some of them bml slejit Avith more troubled con- 
Rcicnce.s, for Ave madu‘ almost noise enough to wake the 
dea<l ; and it Avas not until Ave ha<l discharged tw'o vol- 
leys of fire-arms that we succeeded in rousing any of tho 
slumbering inmates. On one side aviu o twu f.’r three 
little slits or portbok's, and a monk, Avith a long Avbite 
beard and a lighted taper in liis liand, cautiously thrust 
out bis head at one of them, and demandt il onr business. 
This Avas .soon told ; Ave wt-re straiiger.s and Chri.stians, 
and wanted admission ; and had a l(;tter from tlie Greek 
patriarch at Cairo. The li(?ad disappeared from the 
loophole, and .sixm after J saw its ownin' slowly open 
j the little door, and let doAvn a rope for the patriarch’s 
letter. He read it by tlie feeble glimmer of his laraj), 
and then again appeared at the windoAv, and bade us 
Avelconie. 'i’lie rope was again let down ; I lied it around 
my arms ; and after dangling in the air for a brief space, 
sAinging to and fro against tlm Avails, found myself 
clasped in the arms of a burly, long-beardi'd monk, avIio 
! liauied me in, kis‘;rd mo on bolli cheeks, our long beards 
1 rubbing togetiu.r in frieinlly union, and, untwisting the 
I iTip<‘, set me upon my bret, and p!is.sed me over to bis 
I as.‘-oeiates. 

By this time nearly all the monks bad assembled, and 
all pressed fonvard to weleume inc. They shook my 
hand, took me in their arms, and ki.ssed my face ; and if 
J hail been llieir dearest friend just e.scaped from tho 
juAVH of death, tlii'y could not have received mo Avith a 
more cordial greeting. Glad as I was, after a ten days* 
journey, to be. recidved Avith .such Avannth by those re- 
cluse.s of the mountains, I could have spared the kissing. 
The custom is out? of tho detestable things of tho Kasr. 
It Avould not ho so bad if it Avere universal, and tho 
traveller might sometimes receive his Avelcomts from 
rosy lips ; but, unhappily, the women hide their faces and 
rnr. eway from a stranger, while the men rub liim AA*itli 
thr'. ' bristly beards. At tirst I went, at it with a stout 
heart, Hattoring myself that I could give as well as 
take; but I soon llincbed and gaA*e up. Their beards 
: AAcro the growth of years, Avhilo mim^ liad only a foAV 
months to boast of, and its downward aspirations must 
j continue many a hmg day before it Avould .attain the 
! respectable luiigitiide of tludrs. 

j During the kissing scene, a Bedouin servant came 
I from tile otin?r end of the terrace with an armful of 
[ burning brush, and threw it in a blaze upon the stony 
! lloor. 'i'he monks Avere gatlierod around, talking to me 
1 and uttering assurance^ of welcome, as I knew them to 
be, although I could not understand them ; and, con- 
fused and almost stunned with their clamorous greeting, 
I thrcAV myself on the floor, tlirust my feet in the tire, 
and called out for Pau/. Twice tho rope descended and 
brought up my tent, baggage, &c. ; and the third time 
it brought up Paul, hung round with guns, pistols, and 
swords, like a travelling battery. Tho rope was wound 
up by a Avindla-ss, half a dozen monks, in long black 
frocks Avilh Avliite stripes, turning it Avith all their might. 
In the general eagerness to help, they kept on turning 
until they' Jiad carried Paul above the Avindow, and 
brought his neck up short under the beam, his feet 
struggling to hold on to the sill of the door. He roared 
out lustily in Greek and Arabic ; and while they were 
helping to disencumber him of his multifarious armour, 
he Avas cur.sing and abusing them for a set of blunder- 
ing workmen, who had almost broken tho neck of aa 
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good a Christian as any among them. Probably, since 
the last incursiou of tlio Bedouins, tlio peaceful walls 
of the convent had not been disturbed by such an in- 
fernal clatter. 

The monks had been roused from sleep, and some of 
them \vere hardly yet awake ; tlie superior was the liist 
Vrho came, uufl hispresoiieo (pilekly restored order. Ho 
was a remarkably iioble-lcjokiiig old muu, of more than 
sixty. He asked me my country, ainl called me his child, 
and told mo that God w'ould reward mo for coming from 
so distant a laud to do hoinago on the lioly mountain ; 
and 1 did not deny the cliarairlor ho ascribed to me, or 
correct ids mistake in supposing that the motive of my 
journey was purely religious *, and looUing upon mo as 
.a devout pilgrim, he Jed me through a long rango* of 
winding passages, wljich setuned like the streets of a 
city, into a small room spread with mats, liaving a pile 
of coverlets in one corner, and w'ouring an ap»»earaj5co 
of comfort that could bo fully appnH'iated by one wlio 
had then spent ton nights in tlte desert. 1 tlirew myself 
on the mats with a feeling of gratitiule, while the siipe- 
rior renewed Ids Avelcome, telling me that the eonvent 
was the pilgrim’s homo, and lliat evi.ry thing it con- 
tained was mine for a week, a moiiih, or the rest of rny 
days. Nor did he neglect my inimerliate wants, but, 
with all the warmth and earnestness of a man wlio could 
foci for others’ woes in so iniporlant a maiter as outing, 
expressed l\is regret thr.t loi-at was ;il\vays a fov’oiildeii 
thing within the walls of the convent, an<l tijat ikvw, 
during their forty days of fasting, evt ii fish and eggs 
were proscribed. 1 tchl him that I was aa invalitl, and 
wanted only the plainest and simplest viands, but in.d- 
iiuatcd that speed was of more iiiiportartce than riehiKVs 
of fare, having eaten only a hisenit and an era :ig:; since 
Ulorniiig. 'f; cook of the convint, b«.)\vevcr, a Jay 
brother in Ids novielare, was Tiot ns>'d t.> do things in a 
hui'ry, and before he was ready I felt niys4.1f g.'adt tl i y 
the tioTid of faiidne ; and v.iu ji lie came witii a ]dait' r 
of beans and a smoking jd’an of ric<*, I made ‘■Uv-ii an 
attack upon them as inad(‘ tlie good suiierior stare with 
wonder and admiratiini ; aijd 1 have no doid.t ihat, 
ijC'fore I had done, ho mu>t Imvo tliuuglit a bn/ more 
such invalids would bring and ui: whole bri.nher- 
]io(/d to actual starvation. 

The superior wa-. a Greek by birth ; and iirr.igh If 
WPS forty years since Jm lia<l fir .r e'eeue t(» tiie coiiwnt 
at Sinai, and ivventv years since he entered it, fbr the 
last time, lie was still a flreek in lu-m t. His rt iations 
wiiii Ins nauvo land were up i>y the- oc(.^•l^ionul 

visits of pilgrims. I b* had heard of tiieir bioofly striigga* 
for liberty, aiol (d wIku. Aineriea had d*tno lor her in 
her liour <;f need, and iiO told uui tli.it, nc\t to Ids own 
country, In; loted mim; : ;nid by ills kii;dn< s.s to nv) t;s 
au iutlividual, lie sougiitto I’epr.y, in [);irt. Ins country's 
debt of gratitude. In my w a/Mbu ing.-^ in ( ii » : cir, 1 bad 
invariably found tlie wannest i'eeiing toward s iny ch ui. 
try. I. had found it in the oflicc'- of governn.eut, ju my 


liked the Greeks ; and when I talked of Greece and 
what I had seen there, of the Bavarians lording it over 
the descendants of Ciinon and Miltiades, the face of the 
superior flushed, and Ins eyes flashed fire ; and wbeo 1 
spoke of tlie deep interest tlieir siift'oringa and tlioip 
glorious struggle had created in America, tho old man 
wept. Oil, w ho can measure the feeling that biud.sa 
man to his native land ! Though forty years an oxU« 
buried in the wilderness, and neither expecting nop 
wisliing to revisit tho Avorld, he loved his country as if 
his foot now jiressed her soil, and uiidtir his monkish 
robe there glowed a heart as patriotic as ever bejit be, 
iieath a soldier’s corslet. The reader will excuse jm 
unusual touch of sensibility in mo when ho reflects upon 
uiy singular position, sitting at the base of Mount Sijiai 
and Jieuriiig from the lips of a white-bearded Greek iho 
}ir.iisos of my beloved country. Ho sat with mu till tlio 
ringing of the midnight bell for prayers, wlicn I throw 
myself iijioii tho mat, and, before the liollow sounds hnd 
died away in tho cloisters, 1 Mas fast asleep. 


CIIATTEU XVJ. 

Ascont of Sinuf.— A MiniHc.— Tho Orotto of Elias. — A Monkig] 
LL-gontl. — The Pinnacle of Sinai. •— AnchoritcK,— Mahonmiotl 
and his C.untl.— An A rcfumcnt.— Lomond of St Catharinp.— Ti;o 
llo<*k of liic Tables, — Tlio Stone sfroek by .''losos.— Dcsoiiptioti 
of tho t’oiivcnt—llabits and Ciiaraeter of itij liinnites. 

Tlin n«‘\t (Inv was one of tln^ most intorostiug of mv 
iile. At <‘ight o'clock 1 Mas bri'akl'asliug : the siipera i. 
Mu.s again at iny ; again olVoring nn^ all the convent 
could give, atid urging mo to f-tay a montl’, afortniglg, 
a week, ;it 1* a‘-i ti> spmni that day M'iili him, ainl ropoMi 
myself afti'i* tiio fatigin s of my journey ; but from tlir 
dour of the litlk* rmau in wiueii I sat, 1 .‘•aw tint liolv 
muiuitaiii, and I longed to staud (>u lofiv .^mniiii' 
■J'iion<..!i feeble and f.ar frum m< II, ! b'it tlm blviud of 
he.aith again coursing in my veins, and eongn iiikucd 
m}>«df liiat 1 wu-i iml so harm:' yi’il m fe* ling as I liad 
om-o suppos. d. I found, ami i was liaj'py to IIikI, lot 
prosp-..‘c?;vo enjoyment oi my fart in r jourir-y, that 
t tangible monument in tin* hisiury of tltu Bible, 


tin* 

ih'* lir- 

iim timt «j'ol that Cuuld )»'• caliud indy ground, r«h*C''l 
in m<‘ {e( hugs tiiat iia<l not, b('en awakened l»y the wn'-t 
<'g»:v,ic ground uf Italy and (trei.'ee, or Ihe proud' :;t 
mommienls of liie arts in Mgypr. 

ImuKuiatcly after b^eakl.l'^r. 1 ro-e |o n.‘-cv|pfl tlr' 
mountain, 'i in.' superior conducltsl iicv' thrmi^li ti:-' 
euiivi nt, M-hieli, I'veu more than at night, Hi‘ei3j||(l liiai 
a -mall eliy, llirongli Jong galJernes built of widi 

li’un doovs, and tinaily through a b ug subl«.'rr:ui'.’ni'.> 
jiassage III the outer garden, a. beamilul spot in tii' 
luiiist ofiiic .sum.'iniding barn'une- imw Idoirining '\ltii 
abi.oiids and oranges, Uanoim, dates, ami apricots, tnid 
shad- d by arbours of gi.,j»e'Viue,s to the extreme end i t 
tin; walk-.. At tin’s moment, 1 gavelmta passingglaiiC" 
at the garden ; and Imrrying on to the wall.^', mIk i'' ;i 


boatmmi, my muleteer, and 1 j-eirember a plougliman ; trusty Arab was silting as s»'ntiiiel, I dc.seeiiilcd Ig 
on immortal .Miirathon sang In my greedy cat's tin* i rope, elm t»iip< rior, or paj>a, as In? is called, bidding nie 
praisf-s of America. 1 had seen tlie ti ar ‘.tream do.vn ! l.;*anv(dl, and telling me not to fatigue myself or be lurg 


the manly clmeks of a iruistaeJm^I Greek v, he., lie talk* ■ 
of America. I bad seen those who bad r .mcived dircrUy 
from the iiands (d* my countrymen the bounty thatcauie 
from home. (,)ne, 1 I'. juemiiei*, pointf*'! me a lu. ;iiy 
of sons amt daugtderSj '.vin>, lie told me, were .vaved 
from absolute htarvi.tion by our timely help ; and so 
dearly Mas our country loved* tlii re, tliat i verily believe 
the mountain riibber v^ on jd i;av < - ' *ared tl jo unprolectnl 
Ani^tiean. 

iPlifliew that this fe .ng e\isT.-'d in Groeef-. i st. ( did 
jiot e::pect to find it thus glowing in tJm v, i'de. ol 
Siruti* kor myself, dificrent in this resnect fr irn most 
others travellers, I liked the Gn-ek-.. V* . veii-u .. and 
fitrangers condisMn tlie whole pcojde as .iwlionesb bo- 
caUKc- Miey are cljcated by their hoatmeri or muleteers, 
without ever thuik-’iig f t tiicir fom* v.rnturies of bitter 
ttde; but when 1 rcm.-mb. r..d ilmir long oppre* 


IP 


away. At the foot of the wall 1 fmunl I’mialeb M.'iitiiig 
orders for my final departure. He .said tliat he tiih 4 
con.sult with Jiis tribe before he could make any I'^u’- 
gain ; and 1 told him to come to the coiivejit in 
days, prepared to start upon the third. 

Jmincdiateiy behind the wall of the eonvent mo bvg:’” 
to ascend. A Bedouin duarf, tho first s])echucii ol de- 
formity 1 Jia<l Rta-ii among the Arabs, Icul tlio way, "ith 
a leatljor bag of refroslnneuts on his back. Atiold 
monk followed, with long white hair and beant, 
porting himself by a stali'; after him came a young ut^ 
vice from Corfu, who spoke Italiun, and then I’aul a4d 
iny.self. I’or soino time tho ascent. W‘‘^s **^‘^y* 

.since the establishment of tho convent, it Ir'cu 
biiHine.srt of the monk-s to improve the pathjdo tljc ^ 
of th ' mountain ; and for about twenty inijlUlcfi 

Inhj#'tfuhourt 


„ , . me 1 ascondiug by regular HtepBc „ ^ . 

.Ding chains, instead o. wojvdering that they 1 came to a beautiful fountarn under an ovcr]?|pil|ing i*oc^ 
d, 1 wondered that they were not worse. { ’ Besides the hallowed localities in and aroii 



luorrtrriMi. m 

coneecrateA l»y«ceiiei of Bible bietory, almost and, thanks to tny travelling experience, which had 
eve^ spot has some monkish legend, of which that con- tjuight me not to bo fastidious in such matters, found 
jiected with the fountain is a specimen. Taking a long tho bedroom of the prophet by no means an uncomfort- 
di’aught from its stony bed, our younger companion able place ; often in the desert 1 would have been thauk- 
tran the story somewhat in the usual Kasteni form, ful for such a shelter. 

§ Odco there was a poor shoemaker” who, in making Hero our dwarf left us, and, continuing our ascent, 
his pilgrimage to the holy mountain, on a hot tlay, sat the old monk still leading the way, in about a quarter 
down under the Shade of the impending rock. He was of an Iioiir we came to a table of rock standing boldly 
an industrious man, and while resting iiiinself, took out out, and running down almost perpendicularly an ira- 
Pis cobbling materials, and began to cobble ; lie was a niensc distance to the valley. 1 was expecting another 
ffood man, and while lie sat there at his work, he thought monkish legend, and my very heart thrilled w hen tho 
of the wickedness of the world and its temptations, and monk tfild mo tliat tliis was the top of tlio hill on which 
how the devil was always roaming about a! I «.‘r poor cob- Moses had sat during the battle of the Israelites and 
biers, and resolved to leave tho world for ever, and live the yVinalekltes, while Aaron and Hur supported his up- 
under th.at rock. There w'as no water near it then ; lifted hands, until tho sun wont down upon the victo- 
but as soon as ho had made this resolution, tho water rious arms of his peopli'. From the height I could see, 
gushed forth, and a living fountain has remained there* ch'aily and distinctly, every |»art of the battle-ground, 
ever since. The same year there was a dispute between and the w liolc vale of Hephedirn /md the inounlains be- 
tlio Greek .and Armenian jiatriarchs at Cairo, and the yoiul ; and Moses, wbib? on this sj)()t, must have been 
pacha gave notice that he would decide in favour of him visible to the contending parti«.*s from every part of the 
who should perform a miracle. 'This was more than held on whieh tliey were engaged, 
cither had power to do; but the Greek dreamed one Some distance farther mi, the old monk stopped, and 
night of the poor cobbler, and the next morning dis- prostrating himself before a stone, kissed it ilevoutly, 
patched a messenger to the mountain w'itii a drome- . and then told me its history. He said that the last time 
(lary, and a r<Mpiest that the holy man shoiild conn; and 1 the monks in the convent, were beset by the Arabs, when 
perform a miracle. 'I'lu* eold)h'r was a niodi-st man, \ their connnunicatiou w itii Cairo was cut off, and death 
and said he wouhl In; glad to make a pair of shoes for by tho swoni or fainim; staring tlunn in the face, the 
the patriarch, but could not jiertorm a miraede. The snpm'ior propo'^ed that tiiev should put on their holiest 
jncsstMiger, Imwaiver, insistod upon talving liim to Cairo, vestments, and, iindm* the sacred b.^nner of tin* cross, 
when;, rons('<i into a belief of ITis own powm-s, be or- ascend in a Iwidy, aiul for the last time sing their Te 
dered a mountain to approaeli tlie <!iiy. The olxMliont 1 h um on the top of tlie mountain. (.)n their return, 
uumntain marched till it was told to slop, and tln re it at this sttmo they met a woman with a child, wdio told 
stands to the pre-scriit day. ilieni that all their danger was over; and, in aceord- 

Jn half an Jmur more we eamc to a little chapel dc- auee wiili lier \vh<‘ii they ri’turiieJ to the eon- 

(li(r:i1i'd to the Viru'in, to wliiidi, some ‘2h0 or y<>ars vent th<*y found ibe Arabs gone, and forty camels from 
certain holy men, who wished to sepavat*.’ tin in- < ’airo laden with |»rovisions standing under the walls, 
selves more conijdi N ly fiMin tin? world, had witiidrawu .Since that time lie y liad never Immuj molested by the 
fnau tlie convent, and liere livcsl and died upon the Vr.ah.s; "’and tliei’e is i:o doultt,” coniiiiued the old 
nnnintain. 'I’iie chapel had hei’ii lilt'd up several times, monk, ‘‘that tiie woman was tlie motlaT of God, and 
hilt the Ih’douins Jiad always entered and destroyed tin* eliild liio Saviour of tliiMvorid.” 
everything it contained. Tim situation wars well suited Hut away with monkish yn]>ersr.ition. T stand upon 
for I’etiremeiit ; <juiet and isolated, hut net dn*;»rv, and the very peak of .Sinai, wliei-i; Moses stood when he 
fitted for a calm ami contempkari^ irit. I’aiil was | laiked wiiJi the Almighry. Can it he, or is it a mere 
particularly struck vvifh it, and in a momont of (‘nthu- Ireain 1 Can this naked rork have been tho witness 
siasm .sai^fiie \m'u1iI hUo to tuid liis d. there; and, of that great ;/ii:'rview between man and his .Maker — 
with hi«t;6}iaracteristic ju ndeiice, asked if In- could g.;t where, amid jliimdcr and lightning, and a fearful qnak- 
his meals from tin* conv< nt. 'J'ln* monk did not approve ing of the moumain, the Almighty gave to his chosen peo- 
his e;ithM!sinsm, and told him tliai his in*'piralioii was of ide tlie pn eious tables id' his law-, those rules of Inlinite 
tlie devib ami noi. of <lod, hut suddenly said that there wis<]om and goodiu'ss, wliicli to this day best teach nma 
wore no hermits now ; ll.at all men thoimht too imieli hi . •mty towards his God, his neiglihour, and himself! 

0^ eating anddrinking, and iinhilgiiig In luxuries; .‘-aghed, i he scenes ol many ol tliO iiicideuts recorded in thft 
J;issodtlu;cross,ask» (I Caul for a cigar, and then walked I.lihle are extremely uncertain. Historians and gco- 
‘ on again, l assirg through a delile of precijdieu-. roek.<, graphors pl.ico the garden of Eden, the paradise of oiir 
wt* soon reached a gale about ti live feet, wide, v-’ .*re hrst parents, in dill’erent parts of .Vsia ; and they do not 
fornierly, when ])ilgriiuages to thi.s ]daee were more agree upon the ;dte of the 'i'owvr of Ihihel, tho mountain 
frcqiienr, a guanl w;h starimied, to wlmm it was nt'ces- of Ararat, and many of the most interesting pLices in 
sary to show .a permission from the superior of the eon- the Holy Laud ; hut. of Sinai there is no doubt. Tliisis 
vent. A little beyond this vas another narrow pa‘^sagi; tlie holy mountain , and among all the stupendous works 
secured by a door, whi*rc it was formerly nece.s.v.iry to of Nature, m»t a place can be selected more tilted for tho 
show a pass from the keeper of tbe gate* ami wlu*r«* a exhibition «u Almighty power. I liavo stood upon tho 
dozen men could make a good dch iice . gainst a thou- siimmiL of tin* giant Una, and looked over the clouds 
sand, h^oon after w<* entered a large o]»en sj>aee, form- iloatiiig beneath it, upon the hold scenery of Sicily, and 
ing .a valley surrouinU'd en all sides by inoniuains ; and tho di.stant mountains (d ( ahihria ; upon tho top of V©- 
<‘n the left* high above the others, viW; th • lofiy peak suvius, ami looked down upon tlie waves of lava, and 
»'^inai. Jt is tliis jmrt of the mountaii* wlm-li' ln*nr.s tin? ruined and half-recovered citie.s at its foot ; but they 
tho sacred naim? of iloreb. In tlu' centre, enclosed by an; nothing compared with the terriftc Rolitudo and 
a stone fence, is a tall cypress^' the only tree on the bleak majesty of Sinai. An observing traveller has well 
nioimtain, plniit«;d by thc'monks more than lOh years caheil it ‘‘ a perfect .sea of desolation.” Not a tree, or 
Near it i.s a fountain, call^ the Fount.,in of Elias, slirub, or bhule of gra.ss, is to be seen upon tho bare and 
'yliich the ]>ropli(*t dug with htf'own hands w'heii he rugged sidc.s of innumerable luoinitains, heaving their 
lived in the monntaiih before l?r? wa." ord'ovd by tho naked suinmit.s to the skie.s, while the crumbling iiiasvses 
bord to Jerusalem. According to tho nie'.iks, the pco- of granite around, and tho distant view of the Syrian 
is still living some where in the world, wandering desert, wdtli its boundless tvaste of s.aiuls, form tho 
^djout, with Knocli, ami preparing for the givat linal wildest and most dreary, the most torrilic and desolatei 
battle witli Antichri.st. A little above is an old church, picture that imagination can conceive. 

"'itli strong walla and iron doors, now falling ami dila- The level surface of the very top, or pinnacle, is about 
pidated, and containing a grotto, c.alied tin* C«rut.to of sixty feet square. At one end is a single i*ock about 
filios, which, according to the legend, formed the pro- twenty feet ITigh, on which, as said the monk, the spirit 
Pnet’a sloeping-chamber. 1 crawled into the rocky cell, of God descended, while in the crevice beneath, his iii* 
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Toured servant received tlio tables of the law. There^ 
on the et\,mo spot where they were given, I opened the 
sacred book in wliich those laws are recorded, juid read 
them with a doi?per feeling of devotion, as if J were 
Standing nearer and receiving them more directly from 
the Deity liiinseJf. 

The ruins of a church mid convent are still to be scon 
upon the mountain, to which, before the convent below 
was built, monks and hermits used to retire, and, secluded 
from tluj world, sing the praises of God upon liis chosen 
hill. Near this, also in ruins, stands a Alahommedaii 
mosque j fm* on this sacred spot the followers of Christ 
and M;ilioinine(l have united in worshipping the true an<l 
Jiving God. Under the chapel is a hermit’s cell, where 
iij the iron age of fanaticism the anchorite lingered out 
Ins days in fasting, meditation, ;ind prayer. 

In the East, the fruitful parent of superstition, oc- 
curred the tirst instances of monastic life. A single 
enthusiast withdrew himself from the society of his fel- 
low-men, an<l wandered for years among the rocks and 
sands of tlie <h'.serr, devoting himself t(j the service of 
his Maker by the mistaki-n homage of bodily mortifica- 
tion. The deep humility of the wanderer, Ins purity 
and sincerity, and the lashes and stripi's he intiicted 
upon his worn and haggard body, excited the warm ima- 
ginations of tile Christians of tin* Mast. Others, tortured 
by the same ovi rpowering eonseiousness <»f sin, followed 
his example, emulating each other in .self-punishment ; 
and lie was aceounietl the mo.st holy, and tlu? mo.st 
worthy to be received at the right hand of (jt)d, who 
sIiowimI himsi lf most dead to all the natural feelings of | 
humanity. The deserts of the 'fhediaid were soon 
covered with liermits ; and move tlian 70,000 anehoriles 
xvero wasting llu'ir lives in tin* gloomy wilds of .Sinai, 
startling tin , 'litude with the cries of tlieir self-inllicted 
fortiu'c, 'flu ruins of tlieir convents are stiil to be .si'cii 
upon tlie rudest nioiintaiii side, in the most .sa> age cliasin, j 


particularly as referring, bt^sides, to oircuihBtanceg an ^ 
traditions other than scriptural, connected with the holy 
mountain. 

In the book of one of the modern travellei’s, I bclievo 
of the lamented Buvekhardt, I remembered to have 8»en 
a refei'ciiee to a tradition among the Mussulmans, that 
JVIahommed liad ascended tho nioiintain on tho back of 
bis camel, and from its lofty summit had taken bis d«. 
parturo to the seventh heaven, and that tho prints of 
the bea.st’s footsteps were still to bo seen on the surface 
of the rock. I questioned the Arab about this story, j,, 
the more engrossing int erest of the scene, I had forgotten 
to look for tho prints of tho canud’s feet, and told hinij 
with great truth, that I had e,\amined every thing care! 
fully, but had not seen them. The old monk, who had 
sat quietly iiiuncliitig his bread and tigs, scandalised at 
my inquiring into such a ])rofanc story, and considerin'* 
the holy mountain in .'i manner Ids property, broke our, 
nncevemoniou.'^ly, and di'iioiinced it as a wicked inven- 
tion of the Arah-s averring that overy body knew that, 
before Alahoinnu-d got half way up, tho eaiiiel stuinblcl 
fell, and broke the neck of the [‘rojihet. This was equally 
new ami inonstroiis to the Arab, wlu) swore that tlil. 
h'gend wa.s true, for it was written in the Koran, ami 
thatliehimhelf had often seen the print of the foot ; ami 
he aecounteil for my not seeing it by the very sensible 
and satisfactory explanation that it was visibhi only to 
the eyes of true ludievor.s. d’he good father was coin- 
])let«.dy roused by this obstinate resistance in the scandal ; 
and a rt'ckh ss l>e<iouiu ami an (dd Bulgarian monk, 
sitting by a fountain among tlie di serts td' Sinai, were 
soon di.sputing with as iniicli clamour and ]»itterm'ss as 
if they had been brought up in the midst of eivilisadon, 
to harangue, from opposing puljiils, the ]>reacli*'rs of the 
jjvoniise.s ami the deuouucor.s of tlni curses of rival 
clmrclu's. One tiling the ]>ions fa tlu're.spc dally insisted 
the strong point iu his argument, :in.l ]);u tieiilarly 


or upon tlie eraggie.st*top : and, strange as the fi'clmg j ludieroiis, as coming from such an old humlN’ of su|)tT. 
may .seem, my very soul ele.aved to tlie scene around me. !• slitioiis, was tli<.‘ impossibility of a cairn I's foot making 


I, too, felt mysoif lift.<*d above the world, and its petty ! 
cares and fronhlos, and almost hurried into the wiid | 
enthusiasm wliieli Iiad sent the tenant.s ofthc.se ruinc«l j some feehb 
convents to liv<* and die among the moiiiitaius. 

Blame me 11 

the top of the Indy mountain of Sinai, half uneon.s«‘ious j 
wiuit I did, I tin d at a jiartridge. Tho sound of my I 
pin, ringing in freqm nt etdioes from tho broken ami i 
hollow roclv‘i, .stariled and aroused mo ; and, chasing the 


an impn-sslon on stone ; and, judging from this uloir-, 
one might lia v<' susjiecteil him of having had in his voiilJi 
limuu.'ringM of common .smise ; hut a few 
1 minutes after he told me tin* l<-geui.l of Mount St l’:i- 
a<ler, nor think me impious, that, on 1 tharine. 

Mount St (.’atharlmms the gr(at ri\al »)f Sinai in (IjiP 
rang'* of inouutaiu.s in tlie Atahiaii penimuia. 'flay 
vise like giant twin l)r()iliers, towerimg above every 
tiler ; and the only thing wliieh detrm-ts in tin- sliuditc.sC 


bird down tlie mountain bide, 1 again readied *• the place <]• grec from the awful supreimiey of Sinai, is tin', 
in ll(»reh,'’ ami tlircw' myself on the ground under the that .Mount St I'atliarine i.s sonu-what tin* higlust. d’lie 


palm-tree, m ar tlie Fountain of Elias. 

I always endcavounal to make my noonday meal near 
i^oine rock or ruin, hf»me, tree (Ji* hniiitain ; and 1 could 


I leg«‘ml is, that in the early davs fd‘ the (’liristian clinivli 
the daughter of a king of Alexandria heeaiuo coiivertc'I. 
While lu r father remaimMl a pagan, .she tried to con- 


not pass by tho fountain of the projdiet. My Arab ; vert him ; hut, indignant at tlie attem]>t, lie ea.st licr 
dwarf had anticijiated my w.ants ; and now prepare'l \ into prison, wlierc slio v>as \isite(l by tlie Saviour, wlm 
some of tiicf genuine Mocha, wJiich every Arabian (ai.-: ^ ontmMsl through the lo'v-hole, and married her with a 

ring, vNhich is now in till! hands of the Eiupres.s of Ihr^' 
sia. Her fatlim* cut her head otf, and angels caiTliil 
hi. r body to tho top of the mountain, and laid it on the 
”<»ck. J'or eenturies no one kmwv whi'i'i? it was depe- 
J sited, the ('hristiaiiH believing that it had been carried 
I up into heaven, until about two eentiirii's ago, when a 
j monk at the eonvmit dream* :d w li«‘i*c it had been Iniil- 
'ITie m.‘.\t morning he took his staff and climhed to the 
top of tho mountain; and there, on tho naked I’ticK, 
fresh and hlooiniiig as in youthful beauty, after a dptli 
of more than a thou.saiid ycai'.s, ho foiiml the body of tlic 
saint. 'I'he monks tlusi went up in solemn proccssani» 
and, taking Ufi tlu* hoily, bore it in pious triumph to the 
convent below, wliere; it now lies in a coffin with a silver 
Jid, near tho gj-eat altar in the chapel, and receivc.s the 
liojiiago of all pious ))ilgriins. 

It was nearly dark when I returned to the ’ 

and, ill no small degree fatigued with the labours of t lo 
day, 1 again threw myself on the mat, and welconu?' 
re-t. Ill the evening the superior came to my 
aim again wo mingled tJie naiiies of Greece j 

I wH.; w(!ary, and talked with tho old man 


an Aruhiaii only) knows liow' to jireparc, e.Hialing an 
iirorna that refreshes and invigorate-'^tlic wearied frame ; 
and, in tiie dc.sm t, a cordial more preciou.s than the 
finest, wine.s of France or Madeira. .Seated under tlie 
palm-tree, monk.s, Bed:»iiins, i’j)iil, and my.v'lf, all o 
gether, eating our frugal irieal of broad and fruit, accoiii- 
panied with long draughts from the Fountain of EJla.s, 

1 talked with the Ifedouins about the mount.iiii .sr- 
crated in tiieeyi.s i f all true Mussulmans hv the legend 
of Mali'miinod ami In- 7'ainel. 

In one rcsjiect I was v< ry unlucky in ilii.s journey. I 
had no guide-books. Having fi rined no definite |da.n in 
my wanderings, i never knev witn what books to iirovido 
myself, and therefor*' carried j.one, t,i ,.. sting lo eiiaiice 
for finding wliat I wanted. As might be .suppose when 
I needed them most it was utterly imnossihfe o oliain 
any; and from the borders of Egypt to tie cojif...«„-s of 
tho Holy Loud, I was in some measure groping in the 
dark: tne J'lhlewas my only guide ; and though the 
bcKtAy^^i ' ^*old Jiave in his pilpdiiuig^* through life, 
j^pdifiiligwter than any othor in this particular joiirm-'. 

A. ’ r would have been ex ecdingly valuable, as j 


vuiiKiuio, I wa.'i wcaiyj una laiKou wiwi uiu J 

obscure passages lu tho sat i. .id book ; mid j rather have been asleep ; but with hi« 
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drew mate and ciisliiona around mo, and made tne so 
comfortable, that I could not refuse to indulge him with 
the rare luxury of conversation on the subject of his 
native land, and of the world from which he was shut 
out for ever. He was single-hearted and Hiinjde, or, 
perhaps I sliould ratlicr say, simple and ignorant ; I 
remember, for instance, when we had been eiiibarrassed 
for a time by the absence of the younger monk who 
nevyed as our interpreter, the old man told me very 
gravely, and as a new thing, which 1 could not be ex- 
j)cct(;d to know, hut which he did not think the less of 
nie for not knowing, that formerly, in tlip time of Adam, 
all mankind spoke but one tongin? ; and that men became 
wick<'<l, and built a tower to reach to lieavtMi (he had 
forgotten its name), and that God liad destroyed it, and 
confounded the impious builders with a variety of 
tongues. I expressed 1113' astoiiishmeut, as in dutj' 
bound, and denounced, in good set terms, the wickcdm*ss 
of our fathers, which now prevented us from emjoying 
at our ease the sweets of friendly conv(?rse. 

Before breakfast the next morning lie was with me 
again, with a striped abbas ov(‘r his black gown, and a 
stair in his hand, prepart'd to aeconipanv' me outside 
the walls. 1 was faurj>rised. lie had told mo that lie 
Jiad not left tlic convent for more than three yt'ars, wlieii 
lio had aecomjiaiiied a great apostolic vicar, hohling a 
(lihtingiiisht?d situation in the church of France ; and 
this was the last and onh' time he had ever liestowed 
such attention on a stranger. 'I’he kind-lu'arted old 
man intended it as an act of extraordinary kindness ; I j 
received it as sueli ; and, as sindi, lie told me 1 could 
luoiition it to mv friends in Aineri<‘a. Huinhlc! and 
uiiiuiportant as was that old monk in the grout drama 
of life, I felt proud of his kiml ness- - prouder than I 
slioulil have Ix'en of a retreption at a, F.uropean court, 
or a greeting from royal lips — and my jiride was the 
greater that J did mU ascribe it to any merits of my 
own. iMv' oniv’ claim was that piissi'ssed bv- all m,v 
cauiitrvmt'n - 1 was an American ; my country had 
hejird the cvy i»f his in lurr distress, and lia.m lier seat 
across the broad Atlantic bad answered that crv’. 

We passed, as bid'ore, through the suhterraiieous 
}iassages into tlie garden. 'J'lu* miserable J.hxlouins w’ho 
Were gathered around outside, waiting fu* the bread 
whicii they received daily from the eonvi nt, surprised 
at till! unexpected hut welcome appearance of the .supe- 
rior, gathered around him, and kissed liis hands and 
tlie hem of liisgarmmit. lie had providiid himself with 
an extra sack oi‘ bread, which lie distributtMl among 
them, and which tliey seemed to receive with peculiar 
pleasure from his hands. The monks of Mount Sinai 
are now no longer obliged to have recourse to carnal 
weapons for projection ; peace reigns between tln'inaml 
the Bedouins; ami ]>.art <»f th<^ juaee of pc:w«' i^ the 
distribution of 2500 rollsof bread among the ]»o«u’aroimd 
tlic iiuniiitain. I did not, think so much of this price 
when I saw the bread, hard, black, ami inouhly, and 
such us the meanest Ix'ggcr in mir country would not 
aeccjit from the h.iml of charity. But the iJcdouiiis 
took it, and thanked God and the monks for it. 

Hurrying awav' from ilu si* gmlefnl I'rnsioners, we 
doseeiidod by tlie'delih* tlu’ougli which wc had entered ; 
Jiiid again passing tin* ruhisof the house of Aaron, and 
the spot from which he luvached to the assembled people, 
we came to a long Hat stoin’, with ;i few holes indented 
in its surface, which the superior pointed out as that on 
which jVloses threw down ainl broke the tablets of the 
law, when he deHcended from the mountain and found 
the Israelites vvorshij>ping the golden cillf. About half 
an hour farther on was another stone much h<)li* *r than 
tin’s ; at first J luidcrstood the interpreter tJiat it was 
the I)(^tl•ifaetio^ of the golden calf; bUt gal bored, with 
«nnie dillicnlty, from the suiierior, thatit was the mould 
in which the" head of the golden cllfpwas run. He 
pointeil out to me the prints of the Ucaafeiirs, and boms, 
tilear even to the eyes of a man of ; nnd told me 
the story of the golden calf somewhat (lifferentlj from 
the Bihfo account. He said that the people, wanting 
nnofher god, eanie uji with one accord and threw’ tlndr 


golden ornaments upon that stone, and agreed by accla- 
mation that when it was melted they would worship 
whatever should come out ; three times it came out the 
head of a calf ; and then they fell down and worshipped 
it. 

Some distance farther on we passed on onr right a 
Hebrew' burying-ground — The burial-place,” said the 
superior, “of the Israelites who died in their forty 
3'ears* wandering among the mountains of Sinai.” The 
old man had heard these things so long, and had told 
them so often, and believed them so firmly, that it would 
have broken his heart — besides shaking his confidence 
ill my Christian princii»los — if I had intiiuatod the slight- 
est doubt. 1 asked whether the Jews ever came in pil- 
grimage to the mountain of their lather.s ; and he told 
me that, four years ago, two Asiatic Jews had come 
disguised as Kurojveans, and attempted to pass them- 
selves as Christians ; “ hut,” said tiie priest, with a vin- 
dictive .spirit iigliting his usually mild eye, 1 detv'cted 
them under their sheeps’ clolhiiig, and tlu-y did not stay 
long in the convent.” Vt‘t 1 reineinbei* seeing on the 
wall of tlu! convent, and with no small degree of interest, 
the name of an AnuM-iean Jew’. 

Farther on, turning into a valley which opened lie- 
tween the mountains on the left, we came to a garden 
belonging to tlie convent, whieli presentt^d a .strange 
appearance in the midst of the surrounding desolation, 
producing all kinds of fruits : wluTe one might almost 
wonder to see a blade of grass put forth, tlu? orange, the 
date, the fig, and the vine, arc growing in rich luxuriance. 
'J'hc soil is fornietl from the debris of rocks war lied from 
the mountains; and though too light lor strong products, 
fin* fruit it is hidter tlian the rich valli y of llu* Nile. 
Sitting under the shadir of the fig-tn.-e, the superior 
jioiiitedoultome armitin the mountain opposit**, w liicli, 
hesaid, wascaiised by an oartlnjuake that had swailowvd 
up two friends and servants of Moses, of whom 1 had 
nevi'i* heard before, and who wm-e so swallowed up for 
disobeying tlie orders of their earthlv master. 

The sujM'rior, unused to such a task as lie Iiad im- 
posed upon himself, here conqiletely gave out, and 1 
left Jiim panting under the sliade of liis fig-tree, while 
I went on to the Valiev of Hejihidini ; and, jiasshig 
anothm* garden, came to the rock of llorob, the stone 
which Moses struck witli his rod, mid caused the waters 
to gush The sttme is about twelve feet high, xuid 

on one side are eight or ten di'op gashes from one to 
throe feet long, and fi*oni one to two inches wide, some 
of which were trickling with water. These gashes are 
sio :uUir in their appearance, though })robably showing 
only the. natural etl’eet of time and e\]>osuro. They look 
sonietliing like the gashes in tin* hark of a grow ing tree, 
except that, instead of the lips of the gash swelling 
and growing over, they are worn and reduced to a po- 
lished smoothness, 'riiev are, no doubt, the work of 
men’s hands, a clumsy artifice of the early monks to 
touch the hearts of pious pilgrims ; hut the monks of the 
convent, and the i.,reok pilgrims who go there now, be- 
lieve in it w ith as much honesty and sincerity as in the 
crucifixion. 

Will tlie reader forgi' e nio if I sa\’ that this rock had 
in my eyes an interest searcely less than that which the 
rod of Alosbcs gave it i 'J'hree names were written on 
it : one of a German, the second of iiii Englishman, and 
the third of my early friend, the same which I had seen 
abovt' the Fataraets of the Nile. When, a few j'cars 
since, he bade me farewell in my native city, little did 
1 think that I afterwards should trace him tieyond the 
borders of Egypt, and through the wilderness of Sinai, 
to ms grave in Jerusalem ! 

Again 1 wrote my name under his, and, returning 
by the wa}' 1 came, found the superior still sitting under 
the tig-tree, and, moving on, wc soon reached tlie con- 
vent. Ho hurried away to Jiis official duties, aiul 1 re- 
tired to 1113' room, i staid there three or four hours, 
poring over the scriptural account of the scones that 
iialloweil the wilderness of iSiiiai, with an attention that 
no sound disturbed. Indeed, the stillness of the con- 
vent was at all times most extraordinary ; day or night 
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|i(Ot % vsm to bo heard but the tolling of the b^l 
for prayers, or occasionally the soft step of a monk steal- 
illg through the cloisters. 

In the afternoon I lounged around the interior of 
the convent. The walls form an irregular quadrangle, 
pf Jthout 130 paces on oacli side, and, as I Ijcfore re- 
. marked, it has the appearance of a small city. The 
building was erected by the Empress Helena, the 
mother of the first Cliristian emperor, and I mightalmost 
^11 her the mother of the Holy Land. Her pious heart 
flent her, with the same spirit which afterwards ani- 
mated the crusaders, to search out tlio holy places re- 
ferred to in the Bible ; and when she found one, she 
greeted a monument to mark it for the guidance of 
future Christians ; and the pilgrim may sec the fruits 
of her pious labours, from the mountain where God.spake 
in thunder, down to the place whore the cock crew when 
Peter denied his master. The convent is capable of 
containing several humh-ed pcopJt?. It was originally 
built as a place of defeneo ; hut the necessicy of keeping 
it fortified has passed away : a parcel of rusty guns are 
lying in a sort «»f armoury, and a few' small cannon are 
frowning from the walls. 'I'lie cells of the monks, com- 
pared with any thing else I had soon in the ICast, are ex- 
ceedingly comfortable ; on one side, raised about a hw»t 
from tho floor, is a stono platform, on whicli the monk 
spreads his mat and coverlet, and the furniture incliules 
a table, chairs, sometimes two or three books, and the 
fragment of a looking-glass. There arc twenty -four 
chapels erected to different saints, in which prayers are 
said regularly in rotation. I went through them, but 
jMiwr nothing to interest me until I caino to the church 
of the convent. Here I was surprised to find thohand- 
comest Greek cliurch 1 had seen, except in llu-sia ; the 
floor and steps were of marble ; and distributed around 
in various places w’cre pillars and columns, the works 
of ancient artists, plundered from heathen temples, and 
sent to this lonely sp(»t in the desert by the active piety 
of the early Giristiaii emperoi*s. Tho convent w'us 
raised in honour of the transfiguration, and the dome 
of the altar contains a coarse but nnti<|ue painting of 
the holy scene. In front, near the great altar, in a 
coffin covered with rich j»ails and a silver lid, arc tin; 
bones of St Cath.arine, the pativjiiess of the convent. 
Among the cliapels, one, I rtanemher, is dedicated to 
Constantine and Helena, and another to .lustiuian and 
his wife ; but the great object of interest is tlie lioly of 
holies, tho spot Avhero God appeared to JHoses in the 
burning bush. A chapel is now ereidod over it; and 
the pilgrim, on entering, hears at this day almost the 
same words which God addressed to Moses, ** I’ut liiy 
shoes from ofi’ thy feet, for the ground whereon thou 
treadest is holy ground I pulled off my hIhicr, and 
followed my conductor. The place is now bedizened 
with Grecian ornaments; tlie ludc .simplicity of natur* 
whicli beheld the interview between God and hia s^er- 
vant, is utterly gone, and the burning hush is the last 
thing one would think of on the .sp t where it grow. 

There are but few objects of interest besides. In one 
of the chapels are a copy of the Evangidi.stM, written in 
letters of gold by the Emperor 'Biicodosius, and portraits, 
of the four evangelists and the twelve apo.stles, and all 
the psalms of David, wTitten in an inconceivably P’ mill 
space by a young Virgin who came out and died in the 
desert. 

The condition and cliaracter of the monks formed a 
object of no little intcM^^t for my speculating ob-serva- 
tion ; and I investigated thoir bVoits and disposit'Mns 
^SS closely as biens(^allc^; and lijv .'uabiKiy for c«) .ver^iing 
vith them, except through an int tu preier, woutd p»'rrnlt. 
So far as 1 could judge, they seemed perfectly conte.-ted ; 
but they weio for the most part mere drou'^-s and h:g- 
doing little good for themselves or olherH, and 
|r' upon the misapplied bounty of Chnstian pil- 
. do not mean to say that th<?y were bad men. 

were too simple to be bad ; and if there 
r their nature, t 'ley had jo temptation to do 
, after all, the mere negative goodness which 
— “i is not to be lightly Kpeken of, in a world 
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of them had been a long time in the convent, some 
much as twenty or thirty years, and one, who was now 
105 years old, bad been seventy-five years worshipping 
the Lord, after his fashion, at the foot of Sinai. Among 
them were a baker, shoemaker, and tailor; theybako(f 
cooked, luiule and mended for themselves, and had but 
ono other duty to perform, and that was four times 
daily to kneel down and pray. Nothing could be more 
dull and monotonous than tlieir lives, and non© but tlie 
mustsluggish ortho most philosophic spirit could oiuluro 
it. They were philusojihers without knowing it, and doted 
away their existence in one unvaryinjj round of prayer 
and meals, and sleep. Their discipline was not rigid^ 
save in ono particular, and that a matter in regard to 
which there has been iiiiich discussion with us ; they 
never ate meat ; no animal food of any kind is peiTiiitted 
to enter the walls of the convent. During all the va. 
rious periods of their abode in tho convent, sonic thirty, 
.some forty, and one nmre than seventy-five years, not 
one of them had oaten a particle of animal food ; and yet 
I never saw more Iioalthy-lo/)king men. Hardier nieii 
I have seen, for they are indolent in their habits, take 
but little exercise, mid in most caaesshow a strong (IIk- 
po.sition to corpulency ; but 1 had some little opportunity 
of testing their ability to endure fatigue; and thoujrji 
the supi'rior soon walked liim.sclf out of brcatli, thf> 
monk who guided us up the mountain, and who was move 
than sixty yt'urs old, when he de.scendi.'d, after a hard 
d.iy’.s labour, seemed less tired than either Paul or my- 
.«oIf. 1 am aware that climate may make a ditl'civnct* ; 
but, from my own observation and exjicriencc, I am 
perfectly satisfied that, ev(*n in our climate, invalids and 
persons of sodiMilary habits, and, indeeil, all cxcopt 
labouring men, wiJiild he mucli l>enefit«.‘d by a total 
abstinence from anitiml food. 1 have tru veiled for a 
week at a time, night and day, not uinler the mild .‘^ky 
of tho East, hut in the rough climate of Ru.ssja, and 
found myself pcrlectiy able to endure the fatigue upon 
broad and milk dird ; and 1 have hecri told that tho 
M’artars who ride ptist from Constantinople to liagdad 
in an incredibly .short time, never sleojjing, exoi'pt on 
horseback, during the wliob* of their imrncn.se jtjurrny 
rigidly abstain I'lom any tiling more solid and nulrilioud 
than eggs. 

The night of my return from the top of Sinai 
awake 1111011 the bell tolled for midnight prayi r.s 
wrapping niysidf in my Arab cloak, took a brnaii lamp 
in my hand, and, grc»j>ing my way along the passage, 
di'scendtd to the chapel, where the monks were ail 
assembled. I leaned behind a protecting pillar, un i 
watched their proceedings ; and it was an event of i. ) 
coimnon interest, thus, at lire dead hour of night, to 
an unobserved witness of their sineority, ami earnest 
though erroneous devotion. There was not ono among 
them who did not believe ho was doing God good sei- 
vice, and that his works would find acceptance at th • 
thron ‘ of grace, and obtain for him that blesaed iinnioi - 
taiity which we arc all scekiug. 


CHAPTER XVII. 

Diet of tho Monks.— -Advantajfos of Abstinence.— -Scruple* Ovci* 
come. — A mysteiious l)rothc-i. — The Convent Burial-place. ’ 
Strange Churnd'houacH. — lieuth in a MA«k.— Familiarity bm-tn 
Contempt.— A Man of two Centuries.*— DoubU and Fears.-' 
Farting Gifts.— Tho ^’a^ewc^. 

Tiie next day wa.s Sunday, and early in the morning lli'j 
superior sent for mo to come dowm and take my nie:u 
with the holy brotherhood. The monks wore all at the 
table, and it was the first time I had had so good an 
opportunity of seeing them together. They were abou 
thirty in numbiui^iostly old men with long white bean Sj 
all Greek.s, ani^jionie with faces as noble 
chisel ever trae^ There was not a heal’d at table cv 
than eight inches long ; and my own, though it . 
have been rather distiugu6 at home, blush^ more 
its natural red at its comparative insigiMoa^^^®* ,, V 
table was a lonir naked board 5 tho 
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a drinkuig-oop m toe form of e porringer. It \f a» Lent^ 
tiio Beason of forty or fifty days* fasting, during which 
oven fish, eggs, and oU, arc prphihited. A largo hasin 
of hoiled beans was set before each of the inonKS ; and, 
Resides this, there were black olives, beans in water, 
galud, vinegar, salt, dates, and bread. My coinpuiuonB 
bad never been pampered with luxuries, and ate their 
bread and beans with as keen a relish as if they were 
feasting on turtle and venison, and drank their water 
as freely its though it were Tokay or Jjurguiidy. Tho 
meal was eaten in silence, all appearing of opinion that 
they came simply to eat; and tlie only unusual circum- 
stance I remarked was the civility of my iin mediate 
neighbours in pushing the tempting viands before me. 
Jt was curious to see how they found tlio way to their 
mouths through such a wilderness of beard, and the 
gpooii disappearing in a huge red opening, leaving the 
handle projecting from a hush of hair. TIio room in 
which we ate w.as perhaps sixty feet long, having at one 
cud a chapel and altar, and a reading-desk close by, in 
wliieh, during the whole of the meal, a monk \vaa read- 
ing aloud fi'om the lives of the saijits. After dinner the 
monks all rose, and wiping their mouths, walked in .‘i 
body to the foot of the altar, ami two of them com- 
niejjee(l burning incense. One of iny neiglibours look 
me by the hand, and led mo up with them. Then; they 
kneeled, prayed, and cluintod, and went tlirougli a lung 
1 ‘uutine of eeveinonies, in wliieii, so fur as it was prac- 
ticable, tliey earri(.'d me wilh tla’in. They could not get 
me up .and down as fast as they moved iJumisoIvcs. i)ut 
they ilung tho incouse at mo as liard as at the w oi'thieyt 
of llieru all. 1 su}>posed this to Ik? a sort of grace after 
meat, and that llicre it would eml ; hut to my surprise i 
and great regret, 1 found that tin's was mendy X)rvpara- j 
tovy to tlm adiniiiistraliini of the sacrament. Jt wa.- tho j 
b(!Conil time I had hcen plaec'd in tin* same .Mtuation ; 
and the second tinn?, and even moia? earm.'stly than he- 
foi’C, 1 wislied h)r that state of In art whicli, according 
to the iiorioiiii of its .solemnity in wJjieh I had been 
hroiiglif. up, wouM have peirnitLed mo to join in the 
saci’cd rite. I rt'fii .ed tlu? coiisecraU'd broad, and the 
monk, after pausing some momeins, ap})arently in as- 
tonishment, pass(!d on to tlie next. After he had com- 
pleted tlu? circle, tho superior cvos.v?d and brought him 
hack again to ii?e ; 1 ccitild jiot wound ilio feelings of 
tlio goud tdd man, and the consecrated I ) read and 
drank the wii;ie. May God I'orgive iiu? if I did WTong; 
hut, though jpigid cuisors may condemn, 1 cannot be- 
lieve that 1 JiieuiTed the sin of the ninvortliy partaker'’ | 
hy yielding to tlie lx.'iicvolent im])ortuijity of the kind j 
old priest. After this vo walked out on the terraci', 
under the shade of some vcncTahle gr;!}?<*-\ im ?, and 
sitting down along tlio wall, took cofr(?e. ‘J'he r. <«lmg- 
desk was hrought out, and the same monk conunued 
reading for more tlian two hours. 

I had noticed that monk before ; for lie was the same 
who had conducted me tl. rough tin? eliureh, had visit<sl 
me ill my room, and 1 had seen him in his cell. He was 
not more than thirty-live, and his face was us perfect as 
art could make it ; and the sunheams occasionatiy glanc- 
ing through tho tliick foliage cf the vines, and lighting 
np his pale and chist?lit d features ami long hlack beard, 
made him one of tho.se perfect ligurcs for skolch wliich 
1 had often di’eamed of, hut liail never teen. 11 is face 
was thin, pale, and emaciated ; the excitement of read- 
ing gave it a hectic Hush, and lie looked like a man wJio, 
almost before the springtime of life was over, had drained 
the Clip of bitterness to its dregs. If I am not deceived, 
he had not always led so peaceful and innocent a life, 
and could unfold a talc of stiri’ing incidt^'t^ of w ild and 
high excitement, and perhaps of was ‘‘com 

the island of Tenos, but spoke ItaliajdHjju I had talked 
witii him of the islands of Greece, ports in the 

Mediterranean and the Black Sea, w^Ruany of which 
he seemed familiar ; and tlien ho spoke of the snares 
and temptations of tho world, and Ihs fi eedom from 
them in the convent ; and, above all, of tho perils to 
>'’hicU men are exposed by the wiles and witcheries ol* 


fhs ifek ^ 1 could not ht;t iiimgine that spmo beautl^ 

ful Grecian girl, not less false than fair, had driven him 
to the wilderness. One of the other monks told me that 
it was about the time when the last of tlie pirates were 
swept from the Mediterranean that the young islander 
had buried himself in the Avails of the convent. They 
told me, too, that he was rid), and wrould give all ho had 
to the fraternity. Poor fallow! they will soon come 
into possession. 

In the garden of tlie convent is the cemetery of the 
monks. 'J 'hough not of a particularly melancholy hu- 
mour, I am in a small way given to meditation among 
the tombs ; and in many of the countries I have visited, 
the bui'ial-pliiccs of the dead have been the most inte- 
resting objects of examiiiaiiou. Tlie superior had pro^ 
mised to show me liia graves ; and something in the look 
of tho reader reminding me of death and burial, I now 
told the old man of his promise, and he hobbled off to 
gc3t the key ; for it a})p(iart.‘fl that tlio (leiuetcry tvas not 
to be visited without his special pej*mi.ss<on. At the end 
of a long arbour of grape-vines, a huitow staircase cqt 
ill the rock, wliich 1 had not seen heibre, led down to 
an excavated square of about twenty feet; on the left 
of whicli was a small door opening into a vault, where 
formerly tlie bodies of the dead monks were laid on an 
iron bedstead, and there sull'orcd to remain until all 
the corrtiptihlo j»art was gone, and only the dry hones 
remained. Kow tln^y are buried for about three years, 
or as long as may ho nc?cessary to efioct the same oh- 
jc?ct ; and v.lp?n tlu? fh sh and inns(?les have disappeared, 
tlie bones are <lt.?posite<l in the greaj. cemetoi >, the door 
of wliich is direr ily opposite. Within the door is a 
i small antechamher. containing a divan and a portrait 
of some saint w l*u wandered eiglitt'cn years in tho desert 
without meat or drink. I'rom this the door ojicns into 
tlio cemetery, winch was so dill’eront from any 1 had 
ever seen, that j i-tarted hack on the liirev^jliold with .sur- 
jirise. Along the wall was an ( xcavarion about tliirty 
feet in length, hnt of what depth I c?ould not tt*ll. It 
was emdo.‘:cd )>y a fence, which was tliree or lour feet 
above tho ground, and filled with homan skulls ; and 
in front, extending along the whole width (if tho cham- 
ber, was a pile (>f holies about twenty feet high, and 
rnmiing hack 1 could not (eil Jiow far. They were very 
regularly di^q):'St.•»l in layers, the feet and shoulders being 
phic(,*d outward aliernately, and by tho side of the last 
skeleton was a vacant jilace for tlie next tiiai should bo 
ready. 

I }iad .seen thousands of Egyptian innmmie.s, and tho 
••. tjuannlis of (diioff, tlio holy city of Russia, wliere the 
bodie.s of tho saints are Jaiti in row’.s, in open coffins, 
clothed in tlieir best ap])arel, and adorned wdth gold and 
jew(ds ; and in that cxtraoi-diiiary burial-place I had 
.seen, too, a range of small glasses in a dead stone W'all, 
where wdid and de.spcratc fanatics had iiiado their owni 
tomb.^, witJi tlun'r own hands bnihliug themselves in au 
upright position against the walls, leaving a small hole 
open ill front l>y wliich to reci^ivu their bread and water ; 
and wlicii they died, tlio small opening was closed with 
a pieco of glass, and tho body of tlie saint was left thus 
buried. 1 liad seen calaconihs of the Capuehin con- 
vent at Syraonso, wdicre tho bodies of the monks are 
dried and laid in open coffins, or fixed in niches iu the 
walls, with their names hvheliod on their breasts ; and 
in th(i vault of the consent of Palermo 1 had seen the 
bodies of iiohli's and ladies, the men arranged upright 
along the walls, dressed as in life, Avitli canes iu their 
haiuls and swords hy their sides ; and the noble ladies 
of Palermo lying in .state, their withered bodies clothed 
in silks and satins, and adorned with gold and jewels; 
and 1 reinemher one among them, who, if then living, 
would have been hut iwcniy, who two years before had 
shone in the bright constellution of Sicilian beauty, and, 
lovely as a liglit from heaven, had led tho dance* in the 
royal palace ; 1 .saw her in tho same white drt?ss which 
she liad worn at the ball, complete even to the white 
slippeixs, tho belt around her waist, and tiio jewelled 
mockery of a Avateh hanging at her side, a.s if she hod 
not done Avith time for ever ; her face avus bare, the fikiii 







dry» bbck, mad shHvelled^ like burnt paper ; the cheekd | 
aunkpii > the rosy lips a piece of discoloured parchment ; ^ 
the teeth horribly projecting ; tlie nose gone ; a wi'eath 
of roses around her liead, and a long tress of hair curl- 
ing' In each hollow eye. I had seen these things, and 
oven these did not strike me so powerfully as the char- 
■ l]|el»}iouse at the convent of Mount Sinai. There was 
something peculiarly and terribly revolting in this i>ro- 
miscuous heaping together of mortal relics ; bones upon 
bones ; the old and young ; wise men and fools ; good 
men and bad ; martyrs and murderers ; inastei's and 
servants ; bold, daring, and ambitious men — men who 
would have plucked bright honour from the moon — lying 
pell-mell with cowards and knaves. The superior told 
me that there were more than 30,000 skeletons in the 
cemetery' — literally an army of dead men’s bones. Be- 
sides the pile of skulls and bones, in a chamber adjoin- 
ing were the bones of the archbishops, in open boxes, 
with their names and ages labelled on them, and those 
of two sons of a Icing of Persia, who came hither on a 
pilgrimage and died in the convent ; their iron shirts, 
the only dress they wore on tlieir long journey from 
their father’s court, are in the swinie box. Other skele- 
tons were lying about, some in baskets, and some ar- 
ranged on shelves, and others tied together and hanging 
from tlie roof. In one corner were the bones of St 
Stephen — not the martyr who was stoned to death at 
Jerusalem, but some pious anchorite of later and less 
authentic canonization. 

As to the effect upon the mind of such burial-places 
as this, or the catacombs to which 1 have referred, I 
can say from my own experience that they destroy 
altogether the feeling of solemnity with wVjieli we look 
upon the grave. 1 remember once, in walking through 
long rows of dead, arranged like statues in niches of the 
wall, I remarked to the i'riar who accompanied me that 
he promenaded every day among his old acquaintances ; 
and he stopped and opened a box, and took out piece- 
meal the bones of one who, he said, had been his closest 
friend, and laughed as lie jjulled them about, and told 
me of the fun and jokes they two had had togidher. 

Returning to tlie convent, and passing tliroiigh the 
great chapel on the way to my room, I met one who, 
in the natural coui*s« of things, must soon be home to 
the charnel-house I had just left. It was the aged monk 
of wliom 1 have before spoken ; ho m Iioso years exceeded 
by thirty-five the seventy allotted to man. I hud de- 
sired an opportunity of speaking with him, and was cu- 
rious to know the workings of his mind. Tlie superior 
had told me that lie had outlived every feeling and affec- 
tion ; that he spent all his time in prayer, and had hap- 
pily arrived at a new and perfect state of iniiocenee ; 
and I remember, that after comparing him to the iamb. 


this monkish Methuselah marred and effaced by so mat. 
ter^of-fact an incident ; but X describe him as I found 
him, not as 1 would have wi^cd hint to be. 

Ever since I had left Cairo, I had been troubled with 
misgivings touching my ability to undertake the jour, 
ney by Petra. I had hoped to recruit during my few 
days* residence at the convent, but I was obliged to 
acknowledge to myself that I was, to say the least, no 
better. Tlie route through Idumea was difficult and 
dangerous, requiring all the energy of mind and body 
that perfect health could give ; and a wwing movement 
from the point where I now was might place me in a 
position ill which the loudest cry of distress conld 
never be heard. It was not necessary to inflict upon 
the reader ail my liesitations ; it is enough to say, that 
with one of the strongest efforts of resolution 1 was ever 
called upon to make, I abandoned my cherished pm- 
ject of visiting Petra and the land of Idumea ; and, with 
a heavy heart, wrote to Mr Gliddon that 1 was a broken 
reed, and was bound on tlio safe and direct road to (hiza. 
My kind friend the superior would not hear of me Ieavin» 
the convent ; but 1 resisted his importunities, and 
laughingly told Jiim I did not like that iiiicliristiaii way 
of burial, cutting up and piling away a man’s bones like 
sticks of firewood to dry. Finding me resolved, In^tooli 
me to his room, and gave me from liis little store of trt'a- 
suressomc shells and petrifactions (wliich 1 thr«‘w nwav 
when out of his sight), engravings of Mount Siii.ii, and 
incidents of whicii it lias been the scene, the rudest and 
most uncouth conceptions that ever were imagined, and 
a small box of imimia,the sann*,asIi<‘religiously believed, 
which fed tlie Lsraclitcs during their sojourn in th« 
wilderness. He gave me, too, a long letter, written in 
modern Greek, and directed to tlie governor of Gaza, 
certifying that 1 was a ])ilgvim from America ; that 1 
bad performed all tlu' duties of the }>i)griinage, and was 
now travelling to tlu' holy eity of Jerusalem. Tlie letti r 
contained, also, a w.'irm ami earnest recommendation 
to all the G’reek eonvtmts in the litdy Land to receive 
and comfort, feed and clothe, and help and succour me, 
in case of need. Last of ail, be put on my linger a 
ring of the simplest form and su) slauee, and wortliyto 
accompany the ]>a!nK'r‘s stall’ i>f an i>l<hT age. Kvery 
pilgrim to Mount Sinai receives one of these rings ; and 
like the green turban iif the Mussulman, which di.stin- 
guishes the devout liadji uho luus been to Mecca, 
the (.’hristians of the Fast it is the honoured tokcii of a 
complete ami perfeet pilgrimage. - 

.'\t eight o’eloeU in the morning the wludc convent was 
in commotion, t»repariug for my departure. My old 
Bedouin guide had been out among his tribe, and ar- 
rived the night before with three times a.s many men ami 
camels as I wanted, readv to conduct me to Akaha nr 


and every otiier emblem of purity, the good superior} 
euded, with a simplicity that ed his own w'oiiderfu’ 
ignorance of Inimaii nature, by' di'clariiig that the old 
monk was as innocent as a young girl. It eccurred to 
me that this might be a dubious coi..parison ; but as I 
knew that the monastic life of tlie old eulogist, and his 
long seclusion from the world, had prevented him from 
acquiring auy very accurate kno^^{^edgc of young girls, 

I understood him to mean tlie perfection of innocence. 

1 looked upon the old monk with exceeding intei st, 
a.s a venerable relic of the past. For more than seventy- 
five years he had wandered around the 1 oly aiountaiii, 
pr^trating himself daily at the foot of tlie altar, and, 
with three generations of men, liarl sung the praisc-s of 
Gw under the hallowed peak ot .'".’na?. 1 approached 
and told him my pleasure hi so old and 

. iOlv a man, and the wonder with whicn his ston’ c ould 
•l^hwi'd in iny own far-distant cf)untry. But'tbj old 
»a»"Jtetened with impatience. The otlu r ^noiiks '-ere 
rotherjpleased when 1 stopped to talk wdh them, but 
lie anxious to get away, and stood, as I supposed^ 

d on his heart, as ii pleading some religious 
ense for his haste ; V.ut it turned out that 
coriiplaiiiii.g of the emptiness of his sto- 
hungering for Jiis evening I'leal. I was 
Eve the iiiterc/sting picturo I Jjud conceived of I 


Gaza. I my leave of the Irnly’ brolherluiod, wlie 

lew .sped me on my way a.s kindly aiul warmly as they 
had welt •omed me on iny arrival ; and, after a long aiiJ 
most affectionate parting witli the good old .suj>erior, 
who te d me that in all probability he should never see 
me again, but should always remember me, and btg;;eil 
me not to forgt t him— -assuring me that there in tin* 
desert I always had a Iiome, ami ttflling im; that if, when 
X returned to my own country, misfortune .should press 
upon me, and 1 should find my kindred goneand friends 
standing aloof, I must shaki.* "the dust from off my feet, 
and come back and live with him in the wilderi»e.s.s — I 
fastened the rope around me, and was let down for the 
last time to the foot of the convcnt.wull. A groiq> of Be- 
douins, beggars, and depemlents upon the cliarity of the 
convent, gathered around, and invoked blessings upon 
me as I started. Twice since niy arrival tliore had been 
rain. In that dry and thirsty desert, every drop of water 
fails upon thalO^tli like precious oiiitiinmt, and ** wel- 
come,” says the stranger wlK/brings iisrani. 

I turned upon the rising aiin, and felt jy 

comparison oi?w7t*oineward way ; but a long journeN 
v an Htill b* ;fore me ; 1 had still to cross. great an 
teixibfe deserf” of the Bible, which f mil 

wandering Israelites it.s dreary and Wlids, ir 

#bo i.r Vlirvtii* lliA pMntttifiitrf T JkMIli. 




CBAPTEft XVin. 

^Iho Cartv«ii.— A fudden Change of Purposa—Perila of a Storm. 

^ComfortlewKepentaiice.— Solitude.— A Woman and n Chase. 

»-A Patriarchal Feast.— Condition of the Arab Women.— Hos- 
pitality.— No refusing a good Offer.— A Dilcninia. 

My caravan consisted of five camels, four Arabs, Paul, 
and myself. We moved silently down the valley, and 
1 tried hard to fasten iny thoughts on Gaza, the strong 
city of the Philistines, the city of Delilah and Samson, 
and to amuse my discontented spirit with imagining the 
gates which lie carried away, and tlie temple which he 
pulled down; but.it would not do — Petra, the rock of 
Edom, the excavated city, w’;i8 uppermost in my mind. 
We had been marching in jierfect silence about four 
hours, and I was sitting carelessly on my dromedary, 
thinking of every thing hut what 1 saw, when Toualeb 
pointed to a narrow opening in the mountain as the road 
to Akaha. I raised my head uncoiisciously, and it struck 
ino, all of a suddt‘n, that I was perf ectly recovered, and 
fit for any journey. It was a day such as can only he 
seen in the niouiitaiiious desert of Arabia, presenting a 
clearness and purity in the atmosphei’e, and a gentle 
freshness in the air, wliich might aliTH)st bring to life a 
dying man. I stretched myself and brandished my 
Kubian club ; my arm seemed nerved witli unconimon 
vigour ; 1 rose in my saddle strong a.s the slaycn* of the 
Philistines, and, turning the head of iny dromeilarv to- 
wards thl^ opening in the mountains, calletl out brieily 
and decitledly, to Akaha and Petra.” Paul was asto- 
jiished; lie took the pipe from his mouth, and for a 
moment paused ; tin n knocking out tlie ashes, he slipped 
from his dromedary and ran up to the side of iiiiiie, 
looking up in my face witli an exjiressioii of countenance 
tliat seemed to intimate .strong .suspicions of my sanity. 
After gazing at me as steadfastly as he could without 
being iinpertiuent, he wemt away, still apparently in 
doubt, and I soon saw him following with Toualeb, in 
«'arne.st coiivers.ation. Toualeb was even more a.stonished 
than Paul. 'I'lie Ar.' hs are not u.sed to any of these 
mercurial changes of humour ; and, acconling to their 
notion, if a man sets out for (iaza, he iiuist go to Gaza : 
they cannot tMiKJcivt* h<uv om? in his right reason can 
change Jii^i mind ; ami Toiiuleh would hav(* been very 
easily pervaded that an evil spirit was hiiiTying me on, 
particular’ as, like Paul, from the beginning he had 
opposed ^ going by IkMra and Idumea. Finding me 
resolute, however, he s<*on began to run, and brought 
hack the camels, which were sonu; distance in advance, 
and for Sj^iyeral lionrs we movc'd on in perfect silence 
llirough the w ild and rugged delilo. 

The mountains on each side were high, hiMken, and 
rugged, and ev(n- presenting the same :ipp«-arane*e of 
e.Ktreine old age. The road, if road it might bo called, 
was rouglier than any I bad yet travelled ; it '-as the 
only opening among the inonntain.s by wliu'U we could 
Jias.s at all, made, by the liaiul of Nature, and so en- 
cumbered with fallen rocks that it was exceedingly 
difficult for our camels to advance. 1 did imt intend to 
push far that day ; and a little lud.>re ilark I proposed 
to encamp in a narrow ])ass between the mountains, 
where there w'as barely I'oom to pitcl’ our ttuits ; but 
iippearaiices flireateuod rain, and Toiiah’b, ])oiutiiig to 
the accumulation of Rtone.s and rocks w'hieli had fallen 
from the mountain and been waslied thr High the pass, 
told me it would bt> a dangerous plact; to spend the 
night in. There was no enrth to drink the falling r.aiii, 
and, pouring down the hard and naked mountain sides, 
it formed a torrimt in the pa.s.s, which hurried and 
dashed along, gathering force at ev^*^. moment, and 
carrying wdtli it bodies of sand and etoncs that would 
have crusluMl to atoms any ohstriictibn they might meet 
in their re.sistless progress. I felt at once the force of 
the suggestion ;.and a.i I had no idea of being disturbed 
iu the night by siicli a knock at the door of iny tern, as 
«uo of these gigantic missiles would have made, we kept 
our difficult w ay. At dark we were still in the ravine, 
'f oualeb was right in his apprehensions ; for some time 
before we reached the end of the pass tlie rain was fall- 
ill torrents, the rocks and stones were wuHliing 


under oiir fee^ ai>d we heard the loud roar: of thunder, 
and saw the forked lightning play among the mountain* 
tops. It was two hours after dark before We reached a 
place where it was prudc'nt to encamp. We pitched our 
tent in the open valloy > the thunder w’as rumbling, and 
ever and anort bursting with a terrific crash among the 
riven mountains, and the red lightning was flashing 
around the hoary head of Sinai. It was a scene for a 
poet or painter ; but, under the circumstances, I would 
have given all its sublimity for a pair of dry pantaloons. 
Thunder and lightning nmong mountains are exceed- 
ingly sublime?, and excellent things to talk about in a 
ball-room or by the fireside ; but my w'ord for it, a man 
travelling in the de.sert h;i.s other things to tliink of. 
Every thing is wet and sloppy ; the wind catches under 
his tent before he can get it pinned dowm ; and when 
it is fastened, and he finds bis tight convass turning 
the water like a cemented roof, and begins to rub his 
hands and feel himself comfortable, he finds but the be- 
ginning of trouble in a w-et mat and coverlet. 

I was but poorly jirepared for a cli.aiigo like this, for 
I had been so long used to a clear, unclouded sky, that 
1 almost con.sidered myself beyond tlie reach of the 
changing elements. It was the beauty of the w'eather 
more than any thing c'lsi? that had tempted me to turn 
oft* from the road to Gaza ; and, hardly equal to this 
change of scene, my heart almost sank within me. I 
roproaciied myself as if for a wilful and unjustifiable 
disregai’d of prudence, and no writer on moral duties 
could have wTittcn a better lecture than I inflicted upon 
myself that evening. In wiit ciotlu s, 1 \vas liierally sit- 
ting on tlie stool of r(?pentaiiee. Drooping and disheart- 
ened, I told Ibiiil that I W’as already punished for my 
temerity, and the next morning I would go back and 
resume the road to Gaza. For the night, however, there 
was but one thing to bo done, and tliat was to sleep if 
I could, and sleep I did. A man w ho rides all day upon 
a dromedary must sleep, come wliat may, Jind even 
thunder among the mountains of Sinai cannot wake him. 
Daylight hroiiglit hack my courage ; tlie storm was over ; 
the .sun w as shining brightly as 1 ever .saw it even in the 
East ; and again there was the .same clear and refre.sh- 
ing atnio.sphere tliat had beguiled me from m}’ prudent 
resolution. J , ioo, w’as changed again ; and in answer 
to the suggestion of Paul, that we should retrace our 
steps, I jiointed towards Akaha, and gave the brief and 
emphatic onler — Forward !” 

We continued for several hour.s along tlie valley, 
wliich was closely bounded ou either side by mountains, 
high, hut hare, cracked, and crumbling into frng- 
iiiciits. The tops had apparently once been lofty and 
pointed, but time, and the action of the elements, bad 
changed tlu'ir character. The summits had crumbled 
aud fallen, so as to expose ou every side a rounded sur- 
face, and the id«‘a constantly present to my mind w'as, 
that the whok* range had be<'n shaken hy an Almighty 
liand—shakon so as to break the ruggt‘<l surface of thd 
mountains, but not with sufficient force to dash them 
into piecos ; 1 could not help thinking that, wdth another 
shock, the wliole mass would fall in ruins. I had often 
remarked the sileiiecwaiid stillness of the desert ; but 
n<?ver h.atl I been so forcibly impres.sed with this pecu- 
liiu’ity as since 1 left the convent. TIio idea was con- 
stantly present to my mind, “ How still, how almost 
fearfully .still !” The mountains were bare of verdure ; 
there wore no shrubs or bushes, and no rustling of the 
wind, ami the qiiiot was like that of the ocean iu a per- 
fect calm, when there is not a breath of air to curl :i 
wave or shake the smallest fold in the lazy sail tliat 
hangs useless from tlie yard. Occasionally we disturbed 
a liare or a partridge, but we had not met a liuruaa 
being since w o left the convent. Once we saw the track 
of a .solitary dromedary, tlie prints of his feet deeply 
bedded in tlie sand, as if urged by one liurrying wdth 
hot baste ; perli.aps some Bedouin robber flying to his 
tent among the mountains with the plunder of some 
desert victim. We followed it for more than an houi% 
and when we lo.st sight of it. on the rocky road, I felt as 
if we were more lonely than before. 





^ 1 thinking what an incidont it would be in thb the palms of his hands to a tapering point, broke off 
life of one used to the hurrying bustle of steam-boats about a foot and handed it to me. Now I was by no 
and rail-roads, to travel for days throtigU this oldest of means dainty. I could live upon the coarsest fare, and 
countries witliout meeting a living being ; and as far as all the little luxuries of tables, knives and forks, wero 
I could understand, it might well be so ; there was no of very little moment in my estimation. I was prepared 
trade even for small caravans, and years passed by with- to go full length in this patriarchal feast. But my in. 
put any person, even an Arab, travelling this road. 'I’ona- ditrerenco was not proof against the convivial eleganceu 
ieb had been over it but once, and tliat was ton a oars of iny companions ; and as I saw yard after yard disap. 
before, w'Jieii lie acooniponied M. Laborde on his way pear, like long strings of maccaroiii, down their capu- 
to Petra. I know that there wore Bedouin tents among cions throats, I was cured of all poetical associations 
the mountains, but, unless by accident, wo might pass and my appetite togetlier. 

through witliout seeing any of them ; and I was spi'cu- In the tentoftho Arabian patriarch, woman, the pride, 
lating on the chances of our not meeting a single crea- the ornament, and the charm of domestic life, is the 
ture, w'hon Paul cried out that lie saw a woman ; and mere houseliold drudge. In vain may one listen for her 
soon after repeating the oxcianuitiun, dismountcil and liglit footstep, or look to lind her hy the side of her 
gave chase. Toiialeh i‘an after him, .'ind in anotlier natnr.'i I lord, giving a rielier cliaiin to the hospitality ho 
moment or two I cauglit a glimpse and followed. is extending to a stranger. 1 1 would repay one for iniifli 

I have before lui'ntioiied that, among tlK\so barn ii of the toil and monotony of a journey in the desert, 
and desolate mountains, there was freiiuently a small w hen by chance ho found himself at a Bedouin tent, lie 
space of ground, near some fountain or tlepusite ot could be greeted by lier sunny sinihs Dark and swarthy 
water, known only to tlie Arabs, capable of jirodncing as she i‘^, and poor and ignorant, it would pay the tra- 
a scanty crop of grass to pasture a fe%v camels ami a vellor b»r many a weary hour to receive his welcome 
small flock of slieep or goats. 'J’herc the Oialonin pilches from tin? bps <»f an Arahian girl. But this tlie customs 
his tent, and remains till the seantyjirodiiet is cimsuineii : of the tribes forbid. When the stranger approaclies, 
and then packs up his household go.Kks, and seeu.s an- the wom.in retires ; and so eomjiletcly is slieaeeuKtomcd 
other pasture-ground. 'I'lie Bedouins are i sseniialiy :i to this .scelusion, tliat, however elosdy lie may w'atch, 
pastoral people ; their only riidies arc their fioeks and he can never eaieh her eva-n pi'epiiigat him from bcliimi 
herds, their home is in the with; desert, ami they liavo a screen er partition of the tent; cnrio.sity, which in 
no local attachments ; to-day they pitcli their l(?nt among civiii'^ed lii’o is ^ o nniversally imputed to the daiighleis 
the mountains, to-imirrow' in the jilain ; and wlurever of j Ai;, .«::eems entirt^ly nnkiiown tt> tlie sex in tliis wild 
they plant themselves for the time, all ilmt tle-y h.i\c region. iS’or is tliis tin.* worst, of lier lot. Kven when 
on earth, wife, children, and frieml.s, are iinnxaliale! v alom*, ilie wif«‘ of the Jh'doiiin is net reg:irii<‘d as hi.s 
around them. In fact, the life of rlie J.iedouin, his ;ip- eipial : the lioiy eompaniom lii]» (;f wisided life has be- 
pearance and habits, arc piveiselylhe same as (hosit tween them r.o on U steiiee, J'.ven when no guest is 
of the patriaieiis of old. a\l/raham himself, ihelirst of sent, slic never eats with liini. I hnMj .se< n the fatla.i.' 
the patriarelis, was ii Bedouin, and ‘1000 years ha\e md ami sons sit down tug; iher, and whm they had wide 
made the slightc.st alteraiion in tlie elui.i’aef.. r and hal)i:.s dr awn fr«)m the tent, ilie inoriier ami daughter.^ caim* 
of this extraordinary j>ooj)!e. ilead (.d the patriiireh.s in to what W'^ left. Away, th'.i, iviili all dreams of 
in tlio Bible, and it is the best <ieseription you can li:.i\e* superior ba^ijdire J in tins mur > pidmilivi,; condition of 
of pastoral life in the Kast at the prcM-nt ({ay. soeiety. (.'apiivating as i- the .\lld idea of roving a hr";, d 

The tvoman wliom wo bad jiursmal bf.Iongtyi to tlie at will, unl'eijered by tlio re.^traints of iaw' or of eouven- 
terit of a Jh.ilouin not far frmn our road, but coiii])lt'tely tional ebservanees, tlio ineanef t, tenant of a leg hat in 
hidden from onr view ; and wii n o\ ei t.iken by* Tonab b, our western prairii'S liashourees of Jiaj'piiiess w ijicli t);e 
bhe recognised in biin a friend of Ik.t tribe, ami in tin- wandering Arab can lujver known /V spirit of j.'eifeet 
same spirit, ami .ahim.-'t in tlx' .same word.s wJiieli woulil weariness and di-ssritisfactioii with tlit‘ world jnigliL drixe 
have been used by her anee.slors 40')0 years ag'S, she a man to the dc.'-ert, and, afu.T liaving falhm into the 
asked us to lier tent, and promised us a lamb or a kid indolent and mere animal liabil-> of savage life, he might 
for supj.ier. Her husl/.ind was .stretched on the ground liml it ditlieuh to j’cturn to the wholesome restraints aiivl 
in front of Ids tent, and welcomed us will) an air and dufii'.s of soeii-ty' ; but I am sali^tied that it is sheer 
manner that bJonged lo the desf.u’t, but which a king afVeelation or ignoram'iu in w liieli ;i member of fhecivi- 
on his throne could not liave excelled. He was the em- lised family sigbs, e.r j>n;lends to sigh, for the innigiuvd 
bodied persoiiitieatioii of all luy cuiicoptifm.s of .a patri- deligliis of an untried freedom. I'or my'- own part, 1 
arch. A large loose frock, a striped hamlkei'chud' on had husg bemi saliMiied of tiiis trntii, and did not need 
Ins head, bare leg.s, sandals on Ins feet, and a long wJiite ilie eiimulative evidenee of my vi.-,it to the Be^nhn’.s 
beard, formed tlui outward man. Ainui.-t ir,iim fiiately tent. Ho would liavu bad me sleep under its .sliciior; 


after we were seated, he tt'>ok his she] (herd’s crook, and, 
assisted by hks son, sidectod a lamij fj-mn ciie dock f«.»r 
tlie evening meal ; and now I would jain jnolong the 
illusion of tln.s pastoral scene. To sto]) at the door of 
an Arab’s tent, and partake with him of a hnob or kid 
prepared by his hospitabh; hcnds^all sitting together on 
the ground, and providexl with no oilier implernems 
than those which Ishituio gave us, i.s a picture of priva- 
tive and c:i])ti\ ating simplhu»y; but the derails were 
such as to destroy bn* ever all its poetry, and ♦nkoaway 
all relish for patriareh:d leasts. VVliiio we were taking 
coffee, the lamb luy blent Irg in our ears, a.s if conscious 
of its coming fati;. dlie co;f .c binil., and the p=pe 
smoked, our host arose -nd Ic.M bis hau l upon the vic- 
f vn ^ the long sword wiiodi lie w'ore over Jii.H siioulder 
■WW ^***^^y ; one man held tlie head, and an tb.er 

tlw lund^gs ; and, witli a r:i])idiiy aln.ost IneonceivoHc, 
it tvM killed and ilressod, and its sniokinp vutrailn, yet 
curling with life, were broiling on the firi,*. 

I waiii th® gnc.st of tl.'e evening, and had no reason to 
the civility of iny (‘ntertaioer ; lor, w'ltli the 
red lio.st, and an ejne >ro to boot, he drew 
ing coals one of the daintiest about 

alf in Jcijgtli, and roUijig one fuid between 


rut 1 knew that in all the Bedouin tends there were 
multitudes of em-niic.s fo rest — ereatuix'.s iliat murdci' 
bleep ; and 1 pn.lcrred tlie .solitudi? td’ my own. 

tine, word ns to tlio hospitality of the Arahs. I h‘cl 
r* :id beautiful d<.rseriptionH of its manife.station, and in 
some way or oilier had gathered up the notion that lie: 
Bcilouiii would he olibnded by an oiler to row^ard his 
ho.spif.'ility with a price; hut, feeling naturally iiiixieiis 
not to make ii blunder on either siae of a question 
delieate, I applied lo my guide Toualeb for iiiforiinitiou 
on the subject. His answer was brief and explicit. Be 
said there \va.s no obJigution to give or pay', it being the 
cnstoiii of tlio Bedouins {among friendly. tribes) to ask 
the wiiylaring man into his tent, give him lood 
shelter, and send him on his way in the morning; tii»» 
I could give or not, as 1 pleased ; butt that, it 1 did not, 
the hos]ntublo host would wish Jiis lainb alive 
and from the exceeding satisfaction with which t »a 
eHtini.iblo person received xny parting, gift, 1 
sm*(} tiiat in thi.s instance, at least, 1 did better m a 
ing k'Viualeb’s knowledge of Ins people for my gu'do t mi 
: I bl.oiild have done by acting ui)on what 1 had rea 
books, 1 1 may bo that, if 1 had gipno iLinopg them p 
I and frieudless, I should liavo b<w»^r«di»y*d m the sa 
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iu)d Qoihipg would have been expected or re* 
ceived fi^ni me ; but 1 am inclined to think, from vvhat 
I saw afterwards, that in such case the lamb would have 
been spared for a longer term of existence, and the 
hospitality confined to a dip into the dish and a mat at 
the door of the tent. 

p'^arly in the morning we left the tent of our Tledouin 
landlord. We were still among mountains ; at every 
moment a new view presctited itself, wild, fanciful, and 
picturesque ; and in t ])0 distance was still visible the 
Jung range of dark mouiitalna bordering the Itod Sea. 
Our course was now directly for tliiH sea, but the moun- 
tain range appeared so contiguous aud unbroken tliat 
there seemed no way of getting to it but by crossing 
their rugged summits. There was a way, how«)vcr ; an 
opening which we could jiot distinguish at so great a 
distance, and for some time Toualeb was at a less. He 
was so purblind that lie could scarcely distinguish me 
from one of Ids dark companions, yet he conhlread the? 
firmament like a book, and mark tlie jiroportions of the 
almost shapeless mountains; but lie v as uncurtain bow 
to bit precisely the opening )»y w'liicli wo must pass 
through. There was no danger of our losing ourselves, 
and the only hazard was that of wasting a day in the 
search ; but, forlmiatcly, at tlic commejicemcnt of our 
peiplcxity, we came upon a Hedouin whose tent was at 
tlie foot of tin? iMouiitain ; and, under Ids insi ructions, 
wc pushed on with eoididcnce and ultiinate .success. 


rilAPTKR XIX. 

i-,vcainK Anniserncnts. -A Trj;il cf the Feelinc^.—A Dl^iipnr.iut- 
ment.— A .S’.niton of the Ih'srvt, — An Arab FisliLiman. — J urk- 
Mi Coitimu-*.— A Offieia).— A ( oniAuiIevs siek iooni. -- 

A Visit from tJio >]iei)<.-- InO.n '.teil Fiieinibliip.— Akaba, — Du 
i'U Alouins.- Uncolionable 

It was late in tlje, aldn-noou wluu oar little caratan 
entered tin; narrow opening, pioseming ifs< If like a 
natural d<jor between precipitous rocks several lmndn?d 
feet in lieiglit. I’as-.ing this, and eontimdng onward to 
a vast ainjOiitlieatre, or Jio!h)w stjuarti of ioiiy roL?ks 
through a larger itpi idiig on our Irtr, we again .^aw tlie 
dark waters of ilic Jl< d l^ea. About midway acr(»ss 1 
dismounted from my dromedary to survey the sci'iie 
around me ; and among the many of higli tiiterest pve- 
.‘^^ented to the traveller in the wildenu ss of .“i^inai, 1 re- 
nieinbcr none more striking and impn . sivt'. Jt was 
neillK?r so dreary and d*.'.solate, iior so w iM aud <« rrihie, 
as others I had sc-en, but dilh'rent from a!'. I he door 
by which we «?ntered was imdistiuguishahie, tin? rocks 
in the bacUgroi.ml completely closing it to tli-.- dght; on 
all sides exirept, toward.^ ilio si'.'i, and formlog .'<osl a 
perfect .square, Wej'«‘ the naked faces td' tlie i ttcU, loUy. 
smooth, and regular, like the excavated sides of an 
ancient quarry, and quiet to that cxiraonliiiary and in- 
describ.*ble degree of w hich I Lave aireinly spoken. 
De.scending towards the opening tliat letl to the sea, 
directly under ns wa.s an extensive and sandy plain, 
reaching to its very margin ; and ncariy uppesite, rising 
abruptly from tln/elear water- . a long unbroken range 
of steep and rugged mountains, their dark irregular 
outliiio finely contrasted witli the level s irface at ilnlr 
loci, while the sea itself extended on tlie right and lelt 
tts far as the t?yo could rcacli in that clear aimosphcrc ; 
but the first stage of my journey, tlie head of the gulf, 
and the little fortj'esa of Akaba, were still invisible. 

We rode about an hour along the slioiv, passing at a 
distance tlio tents of some Bedouins ; and about an hour 
before dark, encamped in a grove of wild paJm-trecs, so 
near the s(*a tliat the waves almost reached tho d 'or of 
niy tent. When tlic iiioon rose, 1 wodke<l for ♦lu hour 
along the shore, and, musing upon the new scenes which 
every day w'as presenting me, picked up .some ah<>lls and 
bits of coral as memorials of the place. 1 am no stai*- 
gazer, but I had learned to look uj) at tba stars; and 
though 1 knew most of them merely by sight, I lelt an 
attraction towards them as fivcea I had scon at home; 


while the Gwl Bear with his pointers, and the North 

Star, seemed niy particular friends. 

Keturniug to iny tent, I found my Bedouins, witli 
some strangers from the tents which we had passed, 
sitting round a lire of the branches of palm-trees, smok- 
ing, and telling stories as extravagant as any in the 
Ariibian Nights’ Bntertaiiiments. 1 yat down with them 
a few iiioinent.s, tlion entered my tent, and lay down on 
my mat on tlie very shore of the sea, and was lulled to 
sleep by the gentle iimrnmr of its waters. 

In tlie morning Paul told rnc that tliere was a strange 
Arab outside, who wanted to see jnc. When we first 
came dow'ii from the mountain on the preceding day, a 
Bedouin had come out and requested me to turn aside • 
and visit a sick man in his tent. In their perfect igno- 
rance of the healing art, the Arabs helicvo every stranger 
to ho a hakim ; and so great is their confidence in the 
virtue of mt?diciiie, and so great tlieir iudifVerciice to the 
liaiids from whicli they receive it, that the path of th© 
traveller is constantly beset w ith aiqilicarioiis from the 
sick or tlieir Irieiids. 1 had been so often besought 
and entreated to cure. Idindness, ih.arne.ss, .and othor 
inaladi(?s l)ey<md even the reacli of medical skill, that 
now* 1 ])aid little attentioji to such applications; and 
when this host reqiu st was made, after inquiring into 
the syinptuin.s of tlio case, 1 told the niesfecnger that I 
could dt) the sick man no good, and jiasbod on. This 
morning Paul told me that the ]>atieiit liimt.elf had como 
over during the night, and was then at the door, begging 
me to cure iiini. Ikiui had told him of iny utter iuabilit)*, 
)/ut lie would lad he saiisficd ; and when I went out of 
my tent, be was t-itriug directly before the door, a tliin, 
ghostly figure; anti opening hibiuoiitii undatternptingaii 
inarticulate jabber, tliei’t? fell out a tongue so festered 
to the very throat, that the sight of it maile me sick. 1 
told him that it was utterly out t>f iny pow er to help him ; 
tliat 1 kin'w no more of tlie liealingart than ho did 10111- 
self; and tliat the only udvict? 1 eould givt; Jiiin was to 
endeavour to get to Cairo, aud put himself under the 
liainls of a [>hysieian. 1 shall never forget tlio poor 
fellow’.s look, and almost blamed mvfa If for not giving 
him some simph? prepara lion, wJiieii might liave clieated 
lijm, at lea.st for a few dav.s, with tlio hope tiiat he might 
escape the tonih to which he was hurrying. His hands 
fell lifelt ss by liis side, as ii In* had heard a Benteiice of 
(U'atli ; he gave me a iook wliich seemed to say that it 
wies all my fault, and fell senseless i>u the ground. His 
two companions lifted him up ; his faithful dromedary 
ku'^eled to receive liim ; and as lie turned away, he cast 
a •( |)roachJul glance toward.s me, wliich made me almost 
imagine ni\vejf giiiliy of Jus death. I liavo no doubt 
that, long before (ills, the jioor Aral.i is dead, ami that in 
bl.s dying inomeiiis, wiieu strugglmg with I lie king of 
terrors, he has seen in his distiacusl visions the figure 
of the iiard-hearti'il strang«*r, who, as lie thought, ixiight 
have saved Jiiin, but would not. 

Anxioimto escape an object so painful to myfeeliugs, 
I walk<?d on, auu was soon bn-ily ei.gaged in picking up 
.shells and coral : of the foriiu?!* J iie\er saw' so many aa 
at this jilace. Some were particularly beautiful, but ex- 
ceedingly delicate, :m^ diliicult to be carried. The first 
day i f!ould Jiave loaded a camel with them. The coral, 
too, such as it w as, Jay scatteredaboiit in lavish profusion. 
I ivmember, the first piei?o J^aul found, lie rubbed hia 
hands like the toiling and untiring alchymist when ho 
thinks be has discovered the pliilosopher^s stone; but 
when lie came to a second, ho threw away the first, in 
the same sjiirit iii which the Irishman, uii his arrival 
in America, tlie El Horado of his dreams, throw down 
a si.xpence which ho had picked up in llic street, assur- 
ing him.self that there w'as more where that came from. 
Some of this coral was exceedingly beautiful; wo did 
not know its value, but 1 did not think very highly of 
it merely from the circumsUinco of its lying lliore ia 
such abundance. It was not the rock or branch coi'ai, 
but a light porous substance, rescnibiing very much tho 
houcycoml). Paul gatiiered a large quantiiy of it, and 
contrived to carry it to Joriisalem, though it got very 
much brok(*n on the way. He b:id the satisfaction of 
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knawing » tiow^vev, that he had not sustained any ffreat the flavour of them still on tny toni^e ; a flatdur tit 
loss I for, on our first visit to the Church of the llofy the moment finer than that of the sole or ttipbot of 
Sepulchre, we found in tlie porch a green- turbaned Mus- ■ Paris, or the trout of Long Island. 

Sttlman, who, returning from his pilgrims^ to Mecca, In the afternoon the weather dianged. Since we firtic 
had thought to indemnify himself for the expense and struck tlie sea, our road along its shore had been one 
Dative of his long and dreary jOurney with this treasure of uncommon beauty, and my time passed very plea* 
of Uie sea. Paul took up a large piece and asked him santly, sometimes allowing my dromedary to cool Id^ 
the price, wlien the Mussulmiin, witli an air as dejected feet in the clear water, sometimes dismounting to piul; 
in telling as was that of Paul in hearing it, told him two up a shell, and all the time having a warm sun and a 
paras, a para being about one-eighth of a cent ; and the refreshing hroeze ; but it was my fortune to see this 
Aext day I saw before the door of the convent at whicli ancient country imdei* every hue of the changing 
we were staying a large lieap of the coral which Paul ments. The sun was now obscured^ a strong wind came 
had been so careful in currying ; and after that ho talked down tlie sea directly in our tetjth ; tlie head of the gulf 
only of his shells, the value of which was not yet ascer- was cut off from our view ; tlie sea was troubled, und 
tained. the white caps were dancing on its surface ; the dark 

At about twelve o’clock, close by the shore, we came mountains looked darker and more lonely ; wliilo before 
to a stunted wild palm-tree, with a small stone fence us a rainbow was forming over the point of Akaba 
around it ; and looking down from my dromedary, I which threw' itself across the gulf to the cast, inarkiij.r’ 
paw' extended on the ground the figure of an Arab. I in the firmament, with its rich and varied colours, tlie 
at first thought ho was dead ; but at the noise of our figure of the crescent. Soon after, w e w ere in the midst 
approach, he raised his head from a stone which servcnl -of a perfect IniiTicam*. Several times during the dav 1 
him as a pillow, and the first greeting ho gave us was had w ished to float upon the bosom of the trampiil sea, 
to ask for bread. Among all the habitations of hermits ami had looked in vain for some boat or fisherman's 
I had yet seen, in caves, among rocks or mouiitaiiis, skitt’ to carry me up the gulf ; but I now shrank from tke 
there was none whicli could be compared with this by angry face of tlu; dei'p, and, under the shelter of an im- 
the shore of the sea ; a small fence, but little higher than pending rock, listened to the fierce w histling of the wip.il, 
his recumbent body, protected him from the w ind ; the and the crashing of the thunder among the mountains” 
withered branches of the palm-tree were his only eover- In the morning the storm was over, and the aliiie- 
iiig ; his pillow' a stone, and the bare earth Jiis bed ; ainl sphere piirc^, clear, and refresbing as belong ; but as a 
when he crawled out and stood befon^ ns, erect as age set-off to the pleasure of returning sniisliiiie, TouaMv 
and infirmity would allow, I thought I liad never seen told me that w had passed the houmlaries of the Iriirmlly 
such a miserable figure. 1 could not bave be lievt'd, tribes, and that W(* must locik to our weapons, for vs'o 
W’itbout seeing it, tluit any thing so wretched, made in were now among strangers, ami ])erhaps enemies. Ib've, 
God’s image, existed on tlie earth, lie was more than ttio, for the first time, i pul on my 'I’urkisli dress, biMiig 
sixty; his face w'as dried, and seamed with the deep that of a merchant of ('airo, with the addition of pistols 
WTinkles of age and exposure ; his beard long and w hite, and .sahre ; but, fearful (jf taking citld, I cut down an 
and his body thin to emaciation. Over his sliouhlers old coat and tied up a pair of jiant.aloims, so as to have 
and bre.ast was a miserable covering of rags, but flu? a complete si it ui)«ler tin* large white trour'crs and rod 
rest of his body was jierfectly naked : his skin was dry, I silk gow n which fonm*d tlie ju ineipal items of my dre.ss. 
horny, and covered with blotches resembling largo scales. The red t.'U'bouch 1 had worn i:ver since 1 bad bemi in 
which, on hi.s legs, and particularly over bi.s km e.s, stood Kgvpt ; but I now j-olled round it a green and yelloW;.. 
out like tlie givave.s of an ancient coat of mail ; and lie striped hamlUerehief, t(» whicli TmiaK I* gave tiie l>ropt^; 
looked like one who literally era^vh^d on his belly and twist; and, with my yellow slippi'vs ami r(d slmes oyw.^' 
licked the dust of the e-arth. lie reminded m<' of the tln in, sa.sh, pistols, sword, and long beard, I reeeiV«a./ 
wild hermit of Engaddi, wdio came out ujioii the Saracen the congratulalimis and coiujilinients of my frit iids upO|f 
emir wdien he journeyed with the Knight of tlie Leopard my improved apj»earanc(‘. :..f' 

on the shore of the I h.*a<l Sea. Ami tins man ^va.s asiiint, Imlecil, I placed the Turk we ll. Llfl’ert'iif fnn^ tny 
and my Arabs looked on Iiiin with respect and n've- notions of the appearance of tlo.' d'urks, they ha\e An - 
reiice : and when he died, a public tomb would be erected rally light and fiorid complexions ; aiul if i could Mive 
over biin, and they upon w hose charily he now lived talked their language, dresseil as a d'lirk, they eould not 
would resort to it as:i shrine of prayer. We gave him liave jmlged from my a|tpear:uiee that 1 liad ever been 
some bread, and left him in his mlitary den : ami before outside the walls of old .staniboiil. There is no exagge- 
we had got out of siglit, he had craw led back umler his ration in tln^ unaniinous rejiorts of travellers el i lie 
I'alni-leaves, and was again resting upon liis pillow' of j elfeet wliicli the cosluim‘s of the East gi\(.* to persomd 
stone. In our bii.syand stirmig worbi, we cannot ima- Mppcar;iiicc ; and having .sc*cii .ami known it I'ven in my 
giiie the possibility of existing in such a droiiish state- ; own person, 1 am inelineil to believe- tliat tliere is fal- 
butinall probability that man would lie there till the lacy in the equally prevalent opinion of jicrsonal 
bread we gave him was exhausted, and when he bad beauty of the Turks. 'I’lieir dress coinjilelely liides all 
taken his last morsel, again lie down in hope that more deformity of person, and the variety of colours, the 
would come. | arms and the long lieard, divert the attention of tin- 

About an hour afterw'ards we <j^me upon a fisherman | observer from a close examination of fi-atures. Tlie 
fitealing along tlie shore with his net in his iiand, looking ! striking eficct of costume is .strongly jicrceptible in tin* 
into the sea, and ready to throw it w-lien he saw ny | .soldiers of the su!t:in, and the mongrel, half European 
fish. The process, like every tiling else that one secs i uniform in wliic-h lie lias jmt them, and which tliey are 
here, is perfectly j-rimitive, and carrier tlu beholder ! not by any means an uncommonly fine-looking set et 
back to the early days of thi;; aticieiit country. CaiTvirig ! men. Therse soldiers are taken wherever tliey are caught, 
tile nut on his left arm crooked, ch-ured nud prepared ami, consequently, are a fair specimen of the Turkish 

for a throw, with the ono end m ids right hand, r.nd race ; ami any English regiment will turn out liner men 

taking advantage of ripolea inad - by ,b; wind, and the than the best in the sultan’s anny. Following iny ex- 
. an throw'iiig his shadow behind bhn, he runs abc’g the ample, Paul also slippcsl into his liedouiri shirt, and 
ahore until he sees a shoal of fish, when, ivith a g could liardly be di.stinguished from the best Arab df 

jerk^ and wiihout any noise, lie throws his net, vbw;li them all. 2 

opens and spreads a.s it falls, so that a little ning, which Agah» our road lay along the shore, ao nenr fhaf 

could be put easily into a liat, expands suflicb ntly to Sometimes we had to disnumiit and pick our way 

cover of twenty or thirty feet. While running the rocks, and at others our dromedaries bathed , 

along threw several times; and ns In'; ina- fiu.-i in the water, liione place the side of the inouuta^ 

skill, iievc-r throwing until ho saw . lo.-,. so dirsetly and abi’Uptly from the water’s edge, thiwK 

alw'ay.s snceessfu). 1 corhl not make J w'o had to turn aside and pass around it, coirtiag agawg 
IHPIPIIIIPPP Arabic name of the fish, but I have ! to the shore after about an hour’s ride. Ile^ 'Vc 
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the gulf »ai*rowiiig towarda it« extremity ; and on the prostrated the last remains of my physical birength. 
appbsite side a cluster of i)alm-trees, witliiu which, and It was 60 or 100 feet long, 40 feet wide, and about as 
completely hidden from view, was the end of our first many high, having on one side a dead wall, being that 
Btage, the fortress of Akaba. Never was tlie sight of one of the foiiiress, and on the other, two large windows 
of the dearest objects on earth, homo to the wanderer, without shutters, and the door ; the naked floor was of 
land to tlio sailor, or. a mistress to the Iov(ir, more wel- mud, and so were the walls and ceiling. I looked for 
conic than the sight of those palm-trees to me. The one spot less cheerless than the rest ; and finding at the 
malady under which 1 had been labouring had grown upper end a place wliere the floor was elevated about a 
upon me everyday; and in spite of all that was rich foot, with a feeling of despondency I have seldom known, 
and interesting, time alter time I had regretted my I stretched my mattrass in the extreme corner, and, 
j’ashness in tlu'owing myself so far into the desert. The too far gone to have any regard to the presence of the 
repose, therefore, which awaited me at Akaba, seemed governor or his Arab soldiers, threw myself at full 
the most precious thing on earth. hnigth upon it. I was sick in body and soul ; for be- 

Towards evening we could see Akaba more distinctly, sides the actual and prostrating debility under which I 
though still on the opposite side of the gulf, and still at ■ was labouring, I IukI before me the hor»ible certainty 
a formidable distance to me. A brisk trot would havo 1 tliat I was completely cut ofl from all medical aid, and 
carried me there in an hour; but this Avas more than T from all the comforts which a sick man wants. I was 
(roiihl bear, supported as I was by a mattrass on (.ach side ten days from Cairo ; to go tluTe in person was impos- 
of mo, and barely able to sustain the slow and measured siblc; and if I should send, 1 could not obtuin the aid 
movement of a walk. Night was again coming on, and of a physician in less than twenty-five or thirty days, 
lieavy clouds were gathering in the east. 1 was ex- if at all ; and before that I might he past his help, 
tremely anxious to slec^p witliiu the fortress that night; When 1 loft Cairo, Dr VV'alne had set me up, so that I 
and fearful that a strang(?r would not bo admitted after held out tolerably well until J readied Mount Sinai ; 
(lark, 1 sent I’aul alu-ad with iny compliments to tlie and, moreover, liad given me sundry medicines, with 
•governor, and the modest reipiest that he would keep din.etions for their us(3 under particular circumstances ; 
llie gates open till 1 came. . hut my symptoms had s<i eoinjdetdy changed, that the 

A gov(*ni()r is a governor all the world over. TTononr clirection.s, if not the medicines themselves, were en- 
aii'l r« aspect attend him wlu'ivrver Ik* may ho; wliefhcr tirely us<'k*ss. Jn a spirit of desperation, Imwever, I 
ilie almost re gal governor-gt'JK'ral of India, the untith^J took them out, and not knowing where to begin, re- 
chid' magistrate of our own dcniocrati<5 states or the I solveel to go through the Avhole catalogiu? in such order 
governor of a little fortress oil tlu' shore of the Red Sea. j as chaiici? might direct. I began with a double doso 
ilut there are sonu^ governors one may take a liberty | of cathartic powders, and while lying on my mat, I 
with, and otlu'rs not ; ami of tlu' forimu* <dass was my | was diverted from tlie misory of my own gloomy rc- 
frii’ud of Akaba. His name was Sulimau, his title aga, i fleetioiis by the ]uoiis conversation of the Mussulman 
and ihorefortdu' was calh'd Suliuum Aga. Ho had his j govtTiior. If God wilhd, he said, I would soon get 
appoiiitiiK'ut In’ favour of the jiaelia, and permission to J well; himself and his wife had bei’n ill three months, 
retain it by favour of the Bedouins around; he liad j and had no physician, hut God willed that they should 
miller liiin nominally a garrison of Mogrehhin soldiers, 1 recover, and tliey did ; and as 1 looked in his believing 
1 lit they wire as rosti\e as some of our own unbroken face ami those of tl)o Bedouins, 1 huind myself gradually 
militia; and like many a worthy disciplinarian among falling into the fatalism of their creed. 1 sliall never 
us, he could do just as lu? ploaseil with tlu-m, if he only forget the maniu'r in which I passed that night, and 
l(.'t tbcMii have their own way. He was, in short, an the sombre fancies that chaseji eacli other tlirough iny 
e\celleMt governor, and I gave him two dollars and a brain. A single lamp threw a dim and feeble light 
I'ceoimnendatioii ar parting. through the large apartment, scarcely revealing the 

But I am going too last. I arrived heTore dark, .and dusky forms of tlie sleeping Bedouins, with their wea- 
iu such a state that I almost, fell from tny dromc'dary pons by their si<l< s, and I was the only one awake. Busy 
in dkmonnting at tlie gate of llie fortri'ss. The lirst memory called up all the considt'rations that ought to 
glaiu’i^ told im* that this wa.s not the j)lac(‘ of rest I had have prevented my taking such a journey, and tho 
lU’emised iiivseH. Half a dozen Megrehliiiis from the warning voice of iriy friemi at Gairo, Turn your steps 
shores of Morocco, the most tried and faithful of the a- < ftward,"’ again rang in my ears. 1 saw the tiguve of 
hired troops of the pacha, Avere sitting on a mat Avithin the dead Tartar at Sut'/., like me a Avaiulerer from home, 
the gate, smoking tlicir long pipes, Avitli their long guns, and buried liy strangers in the sandy desert ; and so 
swords, and pistols, liaiiging above their lientD. 'I'liev neiwous and desponding had I become, that tho words 
rose ami gave me a seat beside them, and ilie w1 de of of the prophet in regard to tlie land of Idumea, “None 
the little population of the fortress, and tin* Beilouins shall pas.s through it for ever and ever,” struck upon 
living under the palm-trees outside, gathered around to my lieart like a funeral knrll. I Avas now upon tho 
ga’/.e at the stranger, 'rhe great caravan of pilgrims borders of Edom ; and, in the despondency of sickness, 
from Mt#!ca liad left tlimn only tliree days before ; and, I looked upon myself as rash and impious, in under- 
except upon tho passing and return of tin' caravan, taking Avhat luigirt he considered a deliaiice of the pro- 
years pass by Avithout a stranger 'wer a|"pe:iring at the |»li«*tic denunciations inspiri'd by God himself, 
fortress. Tliey had heard of my coining, for tlie sheik In tlie morning I .^as Avorse ; and folloAA’ing up my 
had waited tAvo days after the d« part nri* of the caravan, almost desperate plan of treatment, commenced the 
and had only gone that morning, leaving directieiis witli day Avitli a donhlo emetic. The goA’crnor came in ; and 
the governor to send for him as soon as I arrived. I though I tried to keep the door shut, another and an- 
"as somewhat surprised at his coididence in my coming, other foiloAved, till my room Avas as public as any part 
for when I saAv him, 1 was very far from being*^ decided ; of the fortress. Indeed, it Avas by far the most public, 
hut in the miserable comlitiou*iii Avhieh I found myself, for all the rest Avas stripped of its bronzed figures to 
I hailed it as a favourable omen. The governor soon ornament my room. Annoyed to death by seeing 
came, and AA'as profuse in his offers of service, beginning, tAventy or thirty pairs of fiery black eyes constantly 
of course, Avith coffee and a pipe, Avhich I wa^ forced fixed upon me, I remembered, Avith feelings of envy, 
fo decline, apologising on the ground my extreme luy tent in the desert. There I could at least be alone, 
Indisposition, and begged to be conducted to a room by and I resolved, at all hazards, not to pass another night 
JnyNcIf. The governor rose and coiidacted me, and in tho fortressj. 

every Bedouin present folloAved after ; attd when I came In the midst of my exceeding perplexities, the sheik 
to the room hy mi/seif , I had at least fair ty of them of Akaba, my Triend of Cairo, made his appearance. I 
nround me. Once Paul prevailed on some of them to was in a pitiable condition Avhen he entered, under the 
Ko out ; but they soon came back again, and I was too immediate operation of my emetic, Avith the Avhole of 
ill to urge tho matter. the Mogrebbin guard and every beggarly Bedouin abput 

Tiio very aspect of the room into which I was shown the fortress staring at me. ilo looked surprised fmd 





lid sa^ mej but NVith a glimmeinng of 
good senae, though, as I thought, with unnecessary 
narshhess, told me that I would die if I staid there, and 
jfliat he was ready to set out with me at a moment’s 
Notice. By the advice of ^Ir (ji J iddoii, my plan had been 
to mahe this my place of negotiation and arrangement, 
ttUd not to proceed farther without having all things 
definitely explained and settled. But 1 was in no con- 
dition to negotiate, and was ready to do any thing to get 
away from the fortress. He w'aa exceedingly anxious 
to start immediately, and gave me a piece of information 
that almost lifted me from tho ground — namely, that 
ho could provide me witli a liorse of tho best blood of 
Arabia for the whole of the journey. Ho could not 
have given mb more grateful intelligence, for the bare 
idea of again mounting my dromedary deprived me of 
all energy and strength. I had endeavoured to proenro 
a sort of palanquin, to be swung between two camels ; 
but so destitute was the fortress of all kinds of material, 
that it was impossible to make it. When lie spoke to 
me, then, of a horse, it made me a new man ; and, with- 
out a moment’s liesitation, 1 told liim that if lie would 
give me till five o’clock in the afternoon, I 'would he 
ready to set out with him. One thing 1 did not like. 
I wished and designid to take* with rne my faithful 
Toualeb ; but he had told me that ho dirl not beliovo 
that the K1 Alonins would allow it ; and whe n Iiespoko 
to the slieik, the latter had positively refused, jn-ctending 
that all was arranged between us at Cairo. 1 was fain, 
therefore, to abandon the idea, not having energy to 
insist upon any thing that ^Yus disputed, and to trust 
every thing to fortiino and the sheik. 1 fold Paul to 
do all that was necessary ; and begging to lx? left alone 
for a few hoiii r, I. laid myself down upon my mat, and, 
worn out witii the watching of the last iiigijt, and tiio 
excitement of thinking and deciding on my future move- 
ments, quickly f.dl aslecj). 

At five o’clock the sheik returned, punctual to his 
appointment ; 1 had slept eoundly, and awoke soiinnvlnit 
refreshed. The room was again filled with tin? ]5e- 
douiiis, and I was as ready to go as ho was to fake me. 
He had ordered wiiat was n^-oc-sary upon flic jourm\y 
for man and beast, and provisions iVo- pix camels and 
ten men for ten days. I gave Paul my jmrse, and t(dd 
him to pay, and, Avalking to the gate of tlio fortress, a 
dozen 7\rabs helped me to iny saddle ; tliey would liave 
taken me up in their arms and carried me, and, whmi 
I had mounted, tluiy would have taken up the hoi'se and j 
carried him too. so great a friendship liad tlu^y alrea<ly 
conceived for me. Hut tlie friendship was not for what 
I was, hut ffjr wliat I had. Tlou ha<l welcomed mo as 
they would liave welcomed a bag of gold ; and f had 
scarcely mounted before tliey all, governor, Mogrohbin 
soldiers, and Bedouins, began to elainonr hirbuckshecsh. 
Tell years before^ M. faiborde liad passed along this 
route, and stopped at the fortress while waiting for the 
sheik who 'ivas to guide and jirotecr ^’ini to Petra; and 
having in view the jiurposc of ]»rcparii)g the great work 
which lias since given liim such merited repuration, he 
bad scattered money and presents with a mM:,t liheral 
hand. M. Labordc himself was^iot personally known 
to any of those now at tlie fortress ; but his C()mpanh,ii, 
Mr Linant, of whom 1 liave before spoke n, was knoAii 
to them all ; aiid they alj liad heard of tlie g ‘hj shower 
in which M. Lahorde ap]>earcd among fiicni. They 
therefore expected the same from inc ; and when Paul 
had got through his distnhmion^ ^ was startled at nor- 
ceiving the dissatisfied air w. 1: wideb they r'’*viv(;d a 
bucksheesh that woulu have overwlrdTucd uny c*ther 
Arabs with joy and gratitude. 

But I mu-t not hurry the reader from Ak..:ha with 
the same eagerness which I displajcd in ieaving >t. 
This little fortress is seldom visited by tiavellers, and 
it isr. ivrth a brief description. |t stniuls at the cx- 
D eastern or Klanitlc branch of tho Red 
gt the sandstone Miouiilains, near tin 
i buried in a gi-ove oi palm-trees, the 
' in that region of barren sands. It 
;-pUce of the caravan of pilgrims ou 



its way to Mecca, being yet thirty clays’ journey from 
tho tomb of the Prophet, and, of course, the first at 
which they touch on their return. Except at the time 
of these two visits, the place is desolate from tho begin., 
ning of the year to its close ; the arrival of a traveller 
is of exceedingly rare occuiTcnce, and seldom doe.s even 
the wandering Bedouin stop within its walls; no ship 
rides in its Imrbour, and not even a solitary fishiog! 
boat breaks tho stillness of tho water at its feet. B^|i 
it was not always so desolate, for this was the Ezion.. 
gehcr of the Bible, where, 3000 years ago. King Solo- 
mon made a navy of ships, which brought from Ophir 
gold and precious stones for the great temple at Jeru- 
salem ; and again, at a later day, a great city existed 
here, througli which, at this distant point of the wildor- 
nessjthe wealth of India was conveyed to impoiual Rome, 
But all these are gone, and there are no relics or iiionu. 
meats to tell of former greatness ; like the ships which 
once floated in the harbour, all have passed away. Still, 
ruined and desolate as it is, to the eye of feeling the little 
fortress is not witlioiit its interest ; for, as the governor 
told mo, it was built by the heroic Saladiii. 

1 had taken leave of my trusty Toualeb, and was again 
in the hands of strangers ; and 1 do not deceive myself 
when 1 sa v, that on the very borders of Edom 1 noticed 
a cliaiigo for the Avorse in the appearance of tlio 
Bedouins. Aecording to tlu* reports of travellers aiid 
writers, those with wjioiu I now set out from Almha 
belongiMl to one of tin* most lawless tribes of a lawless 
race, and tln*y were by far tlio wildest and iiercest-look- 
ing of all 1 had y»'t scon ; with complexions bronzed and 
burnt to blackness ; dark eyes, glowing with a fire ap- 
proaching to ferocity ; figures thin and shrunken, though 
sinewy; chests standing out, and ri)»s projecting from 
tin; skin, like (110*^0 of a skeleton. Tin* sln-ik, like my- 
self, was on horseback, dr(‘^s.•d in a rr*d silk gown likeiny 
ow n, and ov<*r it a large eloak of searlet clotli, both tho 
gifts of Messieurs Einaiit and Ealxirde ; a. red taihouch 
with a sliuwl I’oihxl round it, long red boots, ainl a sa$h ; 
and carried ]>istols, a sw’oril, and a s]'>ear ab sit twelve 
feet long, ])ointed with steel at both emU ; his brother, 
too, wore a silk gown, and earritsl pistols and sword, 
ami tin? rest wei*!.* armed with swonls ami matclilock 
guns, and wore the common Bedouin dri'^s; some of 
them ulmo.st uo dress at all. V/e liad moved some dis- 
tance from the fortress without a Avord being uttered, 
for they' neither .sp«)ko to me nor with each olhei*. I 
was in no humour for talking my si ‘If, i)Ut it was imploa- 
saiit to have more than a dozen nimi around, all bending 
tli'dr keen eyi's nj»on me, and not one of thi*ui littering 
:i word. With a vi(‘w to making soim? ajiproach to ar- 
qnaintanco, and removing their jealousy r>f mo ns a 
stranger, I askecl some casual question aljoiit tlioroiid ; 
but I might hotter have indil my peace, for it socuifd 
that I could not w'ell liave hit upon a snhj» ct more dis- 
plea-sing. My amiable conijianions looked as bjack a*? 
midnigiit, and one of them, a particularly swarthy and 
irueuli-nt-looking fellow', turned .short round, imd told 
me that I bad too mucli curiosity, .and that he^id not 
iiiidersfand what right a Christian had to comethfere and 
hunt up their villages, take dow'ii their nuiiies, But 
the sheik came in as imsliator, and told theiuth|it I was 
a good man : that ho liad lif-en to luy liou»o iln Cairo, 
ami that i W'as no S[)y ; ami so this cloud pas.s^ off. I 
dill not mean to go far that afternoon, for I Jiaa left tlio 
fortress merely' fo ge*t rid of the crowd, and return to 
frcsli air and quiet; and in loss tlian an hour I again 
pitclitid my tent in the (Io.sert. Finding plenty of briislq 
wc kindled a large fire, and all sat down around it. H 
was a great object with mo to establish njiysolf ^ 
good footing with my companions at tho dtUset ; 
more fortunate on my second attempt, before one round, 
(if coffco and pipes was over, the sheik* turned to me, 
and w itii all tlio extravagance of Eastern hyperbole, saitt 
ho Bic.nked Cod for having permitted us again b> ®eo 
♦ I 'tiler’s fiuv?, and that I had been recovering 
1 saw his fiico ; and, turning bis eyes 
an expression of deep and confiding pb|t/, w adae 
“ OoU grant that you may soon beconjpk “ 


iman« 
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others all took their pipes from their my escort, ^^wero a most savage and treacherous race, 
jiiouths, and turning up their eyes to heaven, the whole and that they would use their Frank^s blood for a medi- 
biiiid of breeohless desperadoes added, “ Wullah — cine and they learned on tho spot that “ upwards of 
Wullah God grant it thirty pilgrims from Barbary had been murdered at 

Petra the preceding year by the men of Wady Moussa ;** 
gpeak of the opposition and obstruction from 
the Bedouins as resembling the case of tho Israelites 
CII A V T E II X \ under Moses, when Edom refused to give them passage 

' ’ through his country. None of these had passed through 

prophecy ftntl Fulfilment.— TTn pleasant Siijrgesf ions.— Tho and unless tho two Englishmen and Italian before 

nounced Land.— Management.— A Reneounter.— An Arab's referred to succeeded in their attempt, Avhen I pitched 
Cunning.— The Camel’s Uump.— Adventuro with a J^amb.— rny tent on tho horder.s of Edom no traveller had over 
3Iount IJor.— Delicate N(?gotiaUon3.— Approach to Petra. done .so. The ignorance and mystery that hung over 

it added to the iiit<‘rest with which I looked to the land 
I HAD now crossed the borders of l']dom. Standing <,f barreuuiess and desolation stretched out before me ; 
jicai* tho .shore of the Elaiiitic branch at the lied St^a, and 1 would have rega rded all the difhculties and dan- 
the doomed and accursed land lay stretched out before gers of the road merely as materials for a not unplea* 
me, tho theatre of awful vlsitatioirs and tln'ir more sant exciteniont, if 1 had only felt a confidence in my 
awful fulfilment; given to Esau as Ixnng of the fatness physical strengtli to carry me through, lint some idelh 
of tho earth, but now a barren waste, a picture of death, may bo formed of my uiiliajipy condition from the cir- 
an eternal monument of tho w’ralh of an offended God, cumstance that, in the evening, my servant, an honest 
a fi^arful w’itness to the truth of the words spoken and faithful fellow, ■who I Lellf.’vo was sincerely attached 
by his prophets — “ Ktir my sword shall ho bathed in to me, while 1 was lying on my mat, with many apolo- 
heaven: behold it sliall coin© down upon Idumea, and gios, and hoping I Vould not tliinU liard of him, and 
upon the peojilc of my curse, to judgment.” “From praying that no aecident might Iiaj^pen to me, told me 
generation to generation it sliall lie waste ; none .shall that lie was a poor man, and it w’ould be very hard for 
p.a.s.s thi-ough it for over and ev('r. But the cormoivint him to lose his I'arnings, and that an English traveller 
and the bitt(?rn shall po.ssess it ; the owl and the had db'd i:i Syria tho yi .ar before, and his consul had 
raven shall (hvtdl in it; and ho shall stretch outn]>on it taken possession of his effects, and to this day his poor 
the line of confusion and the stoiu's of emptiness, 'J’hey .servant liad ne\cr recir’ivedhisw'ages. I at first thought 
“ball call the nobles tlieveof to the kingdom, but none it unkind of l.ini to come upon mo at that moment Avith 
siirdl ho there, and all h(?r]>rincfs shall 1)0 nothing. And such a suggestion: but 1 noon cbangofl my mind. I 
tlioriis fllmll come u]) in her palac<’S, nettles and bram- bad not pai([bim a cent since lie bad been witb me, and 
ble.s in tho fortre.'-se.s tlu'reof : and it shall be :i liabiia- liis (‘arnings were no trifle to iiiiii ; and, after all, what 
tinn of dragons, and a court for owis. The wild beasts was f to him except a deI>tor ? Jn .any event I should 
of tlio d(‘sert sliall also meet with the wild beasts of tin* leave him in a few months, and in all ju’ohability should 
island, and tho .‘^atyr shall cry to his b ilow' : the screen.' li- never see iiini .again. I told him that ho knew the eir- 
ow’l also shall r<*st there, and find for herself a. place of cuiiistauces nnii'*r whicii we had left Cairo; that I had 
Vf st. 'I.'here shall fhe great owl make her ne«t, and lay, brought with me bandy enough to jiay my expenses on 
and hatch, and gather under her sliado'.v : there shidl tho read ; nor <‘ouid f give him v.liiit lie svault'd, au or- 
the vultures also be gaflu'red, e\ ery one wiih her mare, der u])f.n my con.su! at Ib.w ioof. ; but after he had gone 
idoek ye out the book of the Ford, and rt'iid : no one of out, with .somewiiat tiu^ .same fci lings that may be sup- 
t.lic.so .shall fail, none sli-all w'anf. her mate: for my posed to posse-s a ni:ui in ex! rcinis writing his own will, 
mouth it hath commaiuled, and his it hath I wroie ;i.m oidi j*, inelndiiig a gratuity ivhich he richly 

gathered them. And In^ h;ith cast th(‘ lot for tln'in, and doscrwd, upon a nu'n.dianc in Beyroot, upon wdiom I 
(us hand IjHCith divided it unto them by line: tliey shall h.ad a letter of credit.; but the cboerU'.ssness and help- 
pi j.s.st's.s itmr ever; from genm’afion to ger, oration shall lessne.ss of n y silualioM never .struck me .so forcibly aa 
they dwell therein.” — ls:iia!i xxxiv. when I ivllecied tliar, in the uncertain position in W’hich 

I read in (he sacn-d I.>ook ]>rop]iecv upon proplu'cy T '. is placed, it Avas not prudeiif to give it into his hands* 
and curse upon eiii*se against tlie very laiel "U wUitui I A: that moment I niisl rusted every body; and though 
^tood. T Avas about to journey tlirougl' thi- l.-uid, and I IukI not tlu'n, nor at any siihserpieiit time, theslightest 
to see Avifh my own cye.s aa lief her the Aliniglity Iiad reason to <ioul>t ids fait li, I did not dare to lot him know 
'-taye!! Ids upbfteMl arm, or wlr'ther his. sword i'a i imb'cd th.it hi* eouhl in any event ho a gaiiu'i* by my death, I 
come iloAvu “ upon Idumea, and thepi'ople of his ^ i.C'-.e, considered it neec.-sary to make him suppose that his 
to judgment.” I have brforim’cferred to 1\« itii on tho interest was lileidilU d witli my sarety, and therefore 
rropluMricM, Avheve, ill illustrating the fuUiluieiit oi the folded up the ]>a]H*r, enclosed ii in the letter of credit 
prophecies against Idumea, “ none shall pa.ss throvedi directed lo the u' ’'reliant, and put it back in my trunk ; 
itforcvel' and cA'^cr,” after referring to flu* siiigukir fact and I need not .'^ay that it Avas a great satisfaction to 
that tho great cnraA'an routes existing in the d ivs of me that tlr' validiry of tho dralt AAas never tested. 

BriA'id and Sidomon, and tinih r die Ibuiuni empire, WJicii I UAVoki' in the niondiig, tlio first thing I thought 
are hoav completely brokmi np, and tliai. ilo great h.adji of wa.s luy horse. It^ilinost made me Avell to think of 
routes to Mecca from Damascu. and Cairo iie along tho him, and it was not long before 1 Avas on his back, 
borders of Idumea, hardy tonel.ing, and not passing standing lu'iiv the. shore of this northern extremity 
through it, he proves by almndpul roforeiuvis that h> of tho Red .Sea, I suav bc'fore moan immense sandy val- 
Ihis day no traA'eller has ever [las.sed through the land, ley, Avhicli, without the aid of geological science, to tho 
The Bedouins Avho vi>ain oA r t lie Land t f Idumea haA*c eye of common ol).servation and reason had once been 
been described by travellers as tlic Avorst of tlirir race, tiie bottom of a sea or tho bed of a river. This dreary 
'^Tho Anibs about Akaha,-’ says Bococke, an? a very A'aliey, extending f:iv beyond the reach of tho eye, had 
bad people and notorious robbers, and arc? at AA*ar with been partly explored by Burckluirdt ; sufficiently to 
all otlu'vs.” Mr Joliffe alludes to itasoli’e of the wildest ascertain and mention it in the latest geography of the 
and mostdangerousdivBionsof Arabia; and Burckhardt country as tlio great valley of El Gbor, extending from 
Raya, « that for the first time he had ever felt ^V'ar tiur- tho shores of the Elanitic Gulf to the southern extremity 
hig his travels ip the des>'rt, and his route Avas tuonr st of tho bake Asphaltites or the Dead Sea ; and it Avaa 
dangerous ho had ever travelUAd that he had nothing manifest, by landmarks of Nature’s OAvn providing, that 
with him that could attract tlio notice or excite the cu- over that .sandy plain those s(?as had once mingled their 
pidity of tho Bedouins,” and Avas “even stripped of f ome Avatei's, or, perha})S, more probably, that before fhe cities 
that covered his Avounded anUIe.s.” Messrs Legh of tlie jdain had been consumed by brimstone and fire, 
and Banks, and Captains Irby and Mangles, Aveiaj told and Sodom and Gomorrah covered by a pestilential 
wRt the Arabs of Wady Moussa, the tribe that formed lake, the Jordan had here rolled its waters. The yatley 
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vw-icd four to eight miles in breadth, and on eaeh 
side were high^ dark, and barren mountains, bounding 
it like a wall. On the left were the mountains of Judea, 
and on the right those of Seir, the portion given to Ksau 
as an inheritance ; and among them, buried from the 
eyes of strangers, the approach to it known only to the 
wandering Bedouins, was the ancient capital of his king- 
dom, the excavated city of Petra, the cursed and blighted 
Edom of the Edomites. The land of Idumea lay before 
me, in bari’onncss and desolation ; no trees grew in the 
valley, and no verdure on the nioiiiitaiii tops. All was 
bare, dreary, ami dt.'solatc. 

But the beauty of the weathcT atoned for this barren- 
ness of scene ; and, mounted on the back of my Arabian, 
I felt a liglitness of frame and an elasticity of spirits that 
I could not have believed possibhi in my actual statt? of 
health. Patting the nock of the noble animal, 1 talkoil 
with the sheik about his liorse, and, by warm and honest 
praises, was rapidly gaining upon tlie aHections of my 
wild companions. The sheik told mo that the race of 
these horses luid been in liis family more than 400 years, 
though I am inclined to think, from liis not being able 
to tell his own age, that lie did not precisely know the 
pedigree of his beasts. If any thing connected with my 
journey in the East could throw me into ecstacies, it 
w’ould bo the recollemion of that horse. I felt lifte<l up 
when on his back, and snutted the pure air of the desert 
w’ith a zest not unworthy of a Bedouin. liike all thcAra- 
bian horses, ho was broken only to the walk and gallop, 
the unnatural and ungraceful movement of a trot bi iiig 
deemed unworthy the free limbs of an Arab course >r. 

The sheik to-day was more communicative. Jiidf^ed, 
he became very fond of talking ; suspicious as 1 was, 
and on the watch for any thing that might rouse my 
apprehensions, I observed that lie regularly settled 
down upon tlic same topics, namely, the dung<‘rs of the 
road, the bad character of tlu‘ Arabs, his great friend- 
ship for me the first moment he saw me, and his deter- 
mination to protect me with liis life against all dangers. 
This was well enough for once or twice, hut ho repeated 
it too often, and oversliot the mark, ns 1 did when I 
first began to r(.‘Com mend myself to them. I Husju cted 
hiui of exaggerating tiie dang<*rM of tlu; road to euhanc»! 
the value of his services ; and lest 1 sliould entertain 
any doubt upon tJie subject, he b(*ti'ayed himself by 
always winding up witli a reference to* the generosity 
of Monsieur Linant. The conserpienee was, that instead 
of inspiring me with fear, he gave me confidence ; and 
by the end of rny first day's journey, I had lost nearly 
all apprehensions of tin; dangers of the road, and ac- 
quired some distrust and contempt f<;r my protector. 
We were all g(;tting along very well, however. Paul 
liad been playing a great game among tlie men, and, by 
his superior knowledge of mankind, easily circumvented 
these ignorant Bedouins; ami his Arabic name of “Os 


watching the progress of the fray. The larger of tljQ 
two was engaged with the sheik’s brother, arid theji. 
swords w'ere clashing in a way that w'ould soon ha4 
put an end to one of them, when the sheik, who had been 
absent at the moment, sprang in among them, and knock, 
ing up their swords with his long spear, whilo his scarlet 
cloak fell from his shoulders, his dark face reddened 
and his black eyes glowed in the firelight, with a voice 
that drowned the clatter of tlie weapons, roared out a 
volley of Arabic gutturals which made thorn drop their 
points, and apparently silenced them with shame. What 
ho said wc did not know, but the result was a general 
C(*ssation of hostilities. Tlie sheik’s brother had received 
a out in the arm, and Ids adversary helped to bind up 
the wound, and they all sat down together round tho 
iire to pipes and coffee, as good friends as a party of 
Irishmen with their heads broken after a Donnybrook 
fairing. I had noticed, in this flurry, the excecdini; 
awkwardness with which tlicy used their swords, by their 
overhand blows constantly laying themselves open, so 
that any little Frenchman with his toothpick of arapior 
wtiiild have run them tlirough before they could liave 
cried quarter. After the thing was all over, Paul went 
out and asked the cause ; but tlie sheik told him that it 
was an affair of their own, and with this satisfactory 
answer wo W('re obliged to rest content. 

Though all was now quiet, the clenu'iits of discord 
were still existing. The ncw-comer was a ferocious 
fellow ; his voice was constantly lu'aril, like tho hoarso 
croaking of some bird of evil omen, and sometimes it 
w;is raised to 1 lu; pitch of iiigh and deadly passion. I'aiil 
lieard him ask if 1 was a Kuropean, to which tho sheik 
aiiswercMl No ; 1 was a Turk. He then got upon tho 
railroad fo.Sui'Z, and the poor benighted BiMloniii, com- 
pletely behind tin; ago in the marcli of improveiiK'nt, 
having noY(‘r read Say’s Political Economy or Smith's 
Wealth of Nations, denounced it as an invasion of tin; 
natural riglits of the j>eop]e, and a wicketl breaking up 
of the business of the eamei-driv(irs. He cursed every 
Kuropean thatevtu* set foot in their country ; and,sp(’ak-\ 
iug of Mr (lallovvay, the engineer of the proposed rail- 
road, }i<*ped that he might sonu; day meet him, aiidsuord 
he \v<mld strangle him with his own haiuls. 

In the morning we were again under way. Oui* 
quarrelsoiiu* friend of the night before was by oursidtf, 
p<;rclied on the hare back of a dronu'darv, and, if pos^- 
sible, looking more grim and savage by daylight. • liis 
conifKuiioii was mount(‘d behind him, and h«‘ kejit near 
the sheik, occasionally crossing my path, looking hack 
at me, ami croaking in the sheik’s ears as he had ilone 
the night before. Two or three times he crossed niy 
path, as if with the inhmtion of going into the momllains ; 
and then, as if lie found it iiu]>ossible to tear Iiimseit 
aw.ny, returned to tlie sheik. At length h(‘ did go, and 
with a most discontented and disconsolate air ; and aticr 


man” was constantly in some one’s mouth. I forgot i 
to mention that, vi;ry early in my journey in llie desert, I 
xny companions, unable to twist 1113 name to suit their 
Arabic intonations, had called me Abdel 11 asis (literally, 
the slave of tho good God), and Paul, Osman. I 

In the ovening, while making a note in a littionieino- 
raudum-book, and on the point ^ lying down to .«leep, 

I lieard a deep guttural voice at sonic distance out^ do, 
.and approaching iicMrer, tih the harsh sounds grated as 
if spoken in my A'ory eavs. My Bedouirs w ro sitting 
around a large fire at the door of the tent, and througli 
the flaine.s 1 saw ( oiuliig «r.> two w ild and ferocious-look- 
mg Arabs, tlieir dark visages i iMened by the h]r*ze, 
and their keen eyes i'ashin,.; ; .uid Imrdly lad they 
“’cached iqy men, before all drew tiudr swords, and he- 
cutting away at each other with all their nj‘gl;t. I 
did no^ieel : luch apprehension, and could not bet ad- 
mire the boldness of the fellows, tw'o im- walking up 
delibe^tely and drawing upon ton. One of tlie first 
entrance into the desert 
composing iny tsciu't got into stnv 
quarjmH^cp out of tho wayaud let them fight it out 
\ and in pursuance of this afi vice, without 
HlaliWPtteiiipt to interfere, I stood in tho door 


lie had gone, the sheik told us, that wdien they came up 
to the fire, they demanded frihuto or huekshee.sh fnuii 
tho stT'iiiger passing over the BoilouiiiK’ highway ; that 
his brother had refused to pay it, which had been the 
tauso of the quarrel ; and that, wluui lu; hiniHclf came 
up, he had told tho donianders of tribute that he had 
nndortnkmi to protect mo fi’oin injury through the 
desert ; that lio luul given his head to Mahoiuniod Ali 
for my safety, and would defend me with his life against 
every danger ; but that, finally, he had pacificil them by 
giving them a couple of dollars apiece. I did not hg 
lieve this. They looked too disconsolate when they 
away ; for tho lour dollars would have made the hcar|| 
of two begg.arly Bedouins leap for joy ; andfl could nm\ 
help .a-skiiig him if wo were obliged to btiy our 
when only two came upon us, wliat wo slibjald do 
100 should come ; to which lie answered that they 
all be paid, and that it was iinpossible^to pass throng^ 
the desert without it. . £ 


Wo got Biroiigh tiie day remarkably wll> fhe 
bei .g always precisely the same; befor^VS> *‘^“8 
di mate, a«atKly valley, and on each sid^h# 
desolate and dreary mountains, 
encamped ; and after sitting some 





my compaulons, 1 entered my tent. Soon aftes*, 
the sheik, in pursuance of his pitiful plan of exciting 
my fears and raising his own value, sent in for ray gun 
and pistols, telling me that there were Arabs near ; that 
he heard the bailing of a dog, and intended to keep 
watch all night. I had already seen so much of liim, 
that I knew this was a mere piece of braggadocio ; and 
1 met it with another, by telling him that no man could 
use niy pistols better than myself, and tliat all he had 
to do was, upon the first alarm, to give me notice, and 
I would be among them. About an hour afterwards 1 
went o'lt and found them all asleep ; and I could not 
help making Paul rouse the sheik, and ask him if he 
did not want the pistols for his' vigilant watch. 

In the morning we started at half-past six. The day 
was again beautiful and inspiriting; my horse and 
myself had bccomo the best friends in the w'orld ; and 
tliough I was disgusted Avith tlio sheik’s general con- 
duct, I moved quietly along the valley, conversing with 
liim or Paul, or with any of the men, about any thing 
tliat happened to suggest itself. 1 remember I had a 
long discourse about the difference betwiien the camel 
ami the dromedary. Puffon gives the camel two liumps, 
Hiid the dromedary one ; and this I believe is the i*e- 
ceived opinion, as it had always been mine ; but since 
I had been in the East, 1 hud remarked that it was ex- 
ceedingly rare to m(?et a eamcl with two humps. I had 
seen together at one time, on the starting of tlie caravan 
of pilgrims to Mecca, perhaps ‘20,000 camels and dro- 
medaries, andiiad not seen among tlicin more than half 
.'ulnzru with tw'o humps. Not satisiied with any expla- 
nation from European residents or travellers, I had 
iiujuircd among the nedouins ; and 'foiialeb, my old 
guide, brought up among camels, had given sueh a 
blrange accmint tliat 1 never paid any regard to il. Now, 
liowover, the sheik told me tiie same thing, namely, that 
they wi'reof dilferent raec s, the dromedary being to the 
eamel as the blood-horsi; is to the eari-liorsc ; and tliat 
tiie two humps were p<.*euhur neitlier to the dromedary 
nor the camel, or natural to either; but that both are 
always born with mily om? Itump, wliieli being a mere 
mass of flesh, and very lender, almost as >oon as the 
young camel is born a pii.'Ce is sometimes cutout of the 
middle for the convenience of better arranging the 
saddle; and, l^'-ing cut out of tln^ centre, a hump is left 
on either sidq.of llie cavity ; and this, according to the 
arcount given by Toiiaieh, is the only way in which two 
hiuups ever apjiear on the iiaek of a camel or drome- 
dary. { sliould not nu'ntion tins story if 1 liud lieanl it 
only once ; but, precisely as J liad it from TouaU’b, it 
V as confirmed wirli a great deal of circumstantial detail 
hy another Ihulouin, who like hiniscdf liad livi'd among 
(.aiiiels and dromedarii’s all his life ; and his sialenieiit 
W'as assiMitcd to by all his companions. 1 <lo ii<>r give 
this out as a discovery made at this late day in ri’gard 
to an animal so well known as the camel — indei d, I 
am told that the Arabs are not ignoi’ant oi tliat elegance 
of civilised life called “ qiu/.zing I give it. merely to 
show liuw’ I whiled away my time in the desert, and lor 
what it is ivorth. 

Towards mid-day tho slndk dashed acioss flic plain, 
with his long lanco poised in his hand, and his scarlet 
dress streaming in the wind ; and about an hour .after- 
wards W’e came to his spear stuck in the .and, and n 
little Bedouin boy sitting by it to invito us to his father’s 
tent. Wo turned aside, and, coming to tiio tent, found 
the sheik sitting on the ground refreshing liiinsclf with 
long draughts of goat’s milk. He passed tlie skin to iis; 
but, as inastcr of the ceremonies, ne declined the regu- 
lar Arab invitation to stay and eat a latftb. He could not, 
however, neglect the gooils tho gods and told 

our host that wo would take a lamb with, us for y.ir 
evening meal. Tho lamb was caught> "'‘th legs 
tied, Was thrown Into a sack, where hb made music for 
tw for tlie rest of the day. To the Bedouin, next to the 
pleasure of eating a lamb is th.at of knowing he has one 
to eat ; and so the bleating of tho doomed innocent was 
merely a whettcr of appetite. After we had gone f.onio 
^listaiice from the teut, wo set down the lamb on the 
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ground, and I never saw a creature so perfectly tho 
emblem of helplessness. At first ho ran back a little 
way from us; then stopped ; and apparently feeling the 
lonoUnesB of his condition, returned and followed us, 
and in a few moments was under the feet of the camels, a' 
part of our caxoivan unwittingly moving to the slaughter. 
The tent was hardly pitched before he lay bleeding on 
the ground ; and tho hi*e was no sooner kindled than his 
entrails, liver, A:c., wore in the burning brush ; and in 
a few moments the Arabs were greedily devouring tho 
meal into which he had been so speedily converted. The 
whole seeiio wliitrli I have before described was re- 
peated ; and, as before, in the morning the skin was 
the only part of the lamb to be seen. 

One thing in the sheik was particularly disagreeable, 
lie was constantly talking with Baul about the sacrifice 
he made in accompanying me ; his confident expec- 
tation that I w'ould pay him well for it, and the gene- 
rosity of M. JJnant; always winding up with asking 
wliat buckslieesh 1 iiit»‘mied to give him. Paul told 
me all that passed, and it was evident that the sheik 
and his men were making extravagant calculations. I 
had estimated with Mr (jliiddon tiie jirobable expenses 
to Jerusalem, founded on the rate of hire for camels 
wJiich the sheil: had named at Cairo ; and as it was not 
boyond the rangeof jios.sibiliticstliat I should be stripped 
on the way, 1 had brought ivith me barely enough to 
cover my probable expenses ; and, consequently, I saw 
that my means were very likely to fall short of the 
.sheik’s expectations. 1 did not w'ant any disappoiutment 
at tlie hist, and that night I called him to my tent, 
resolved upon coming to an understanding. I told him 
that, know ing it was a (iangerons road, and that I was 
subject to the i i>lv (d’ being robbed, I had brought wdtli 
nu? a .specific sum of luomy', all of wliicli I intended for 
liim, and that all lu' scatimvd along tlie road would be 
so much taken iVoni liis own pocket in the end. He 
was eviilently startled, and ex])re.ssiHl liis surprise tli.at 
a howaga, or geiiileman, sliould have any bottom to his 
pocket, but ]>roniised to econoinise in future. 

Tlui next tluy ilu‘ g(‘m'ral features of the scene were 
tile same, eternal baiTenness and desolation ; and mov- 
ing to tiie right, at one o’clock we w’cre at the foot of 
tile mountains of ISeir ; and towering above all tlie rest, 
.surmounted by a circular dome, like the tombs of the 
sheiks in Egypt, was the bare ur.d rugged summit of 
Mount llor, the burial-place of Aaron, visible in every 
direction at a great distance from below', and on botli 
si«k's tlu' groat range of luoiiutains, and forming ono 
of '.he marks b}- which tho Bedouin regulates his wan- 
derings ill the desert. Soon after, we turned in among 
the mountains, occasionally passing small spots of ver- 
dure, strangely contrasiing with ilie surrounding and 
general de.solation. Towanks evening, in a sin.ail moim- 
tahi on our left, we saw' an excavation in the rock, which 
the slieik said had been a fortress : and, as of evei'y 
other work of whi'di ilie history is unknown, itB con- 
struction wa.s ascrined to the early Christians. It was 
a. beautiful afternoon ; gazelles were jilaying in the val- 
leys, and partridges ruiiiiiiig wild up the sides of the 
mountains, and w e pitched our tent partly over k carpet 
of gniss, with tlu^ dooi^ open to the lofty tomb of the 
great high priest of Isracd. * 

ill tlie evening the sheik came to my lent for money, 
having been very pertinaeious on that tender subject 
all day with Paul, asking him how much he thought I 
had witli me, and how' much I intended to give him. 
He began by asking me for jiay for the camels, at tho 
price agreed upon at Cairo. If he had asked me before 
starting from xCkaba, I should probably have paid him ; 
but after wliat 1 had seen, and what had passed between 
him and Paul, I did not lU;o his asking for it now'. Ho 
told me, too, tliat wo were now at the door of Petra, 
and that it would be necessary to pay a biickwsheosh or 
tribute on entering, but he could not tell how much 
would be required, as that would depend altogether ou 
circumstances. There was always a guarti stationed at 
the entrance of the dofilo lea^g to Petra, and the 
amount to be paid would depend upon tho numb^ 







we isight iia{)peil to find when w© entered. These 
were never less than thirty or forty; and if there 
should not be morCi tlie tribute exacted would not 
be more than thirty or foi’ty dollars, but there might 
^be two or three liundred ; and, at all events, I had 
better give him my purse, aud he would return me what 
was left. I suspected that, as he could not find out 
liom Paul either how much I had with me or what I 
intended to give him, this story of the tribute was 
merely a pretext to levy an immediate contribution. 
The precise danger I had to fear was, that he would g(.‘t 
my money from me piecemeal, and, whtMi we caino 
among Bedouins where it would bo necessary to buy 
my peace, go olf and leave ino to their mercy. I did 
not want to have any rupture witli him, particularly at 
that moment when I >vas at the very door of Pefi'a, 
and might lose all that I had been ciidt^avoiiring witli so 
much personal difficulty to accomplish ; and therefore 
told him, as to the Imcksheesli for eiitoriug Petra, that 
I expected ; and, when wo should arrive tlnu-e aud loam 
how much it was, would bo ready to pay it ; but, in ihe 
meantime, for any little casual expense that might be 
incurred, I would give him a purse of oOO piastres, or 
25 dollars. Touching the hire of camels, 1 said that f 
did not expect to pay it until we should arrive at Hebron ; 
and, hurling back upon him one of liis own tiourislics, 
told him that it was distrusting my honour to ai^k it now. 

I reminded him of our couversatiou at Cairo, remark- 
ing that I had come into tlic ilescrt n])<)a the faith of 
his promise; and ho replied very impertinently, if not 
menacingly, that one word lioi'e was worth a liundred 
at Cairo, i was somewhat riuised at this, and, deter- 
mined not to he dragoom.'d into compliance, forgot for 
a moment my prudential plan, and told liim (hat 1 would 
be dri\ en into that or any thing else ; and that 
lifloner than submit to his deiuaud, 1 would turn hack 
here, at the very door of Petra, aud ivinrn to Cairo. 
This had its tjfi’ect, for ho was no more ilisposcd to jiro- 
ceed to extremities than myself; and wlieii 1 found 
him giving way a little, I thrmv in a powerful arguinetit, 
which I liad .several times before Ijinled at, namely, 
that there were two panics on the Nile, w ho were ex- 
ceedingly anxious to make the same* journey, aud wlio 
would be goverued altogether by liie rejiurf 1 should 
make. I saw that his avarice aud hope of future gain 
were rapidly getting the bettor of his eagerness to touch 
iiLs money lufiore it was caniod ; and without inllicting 
upon the reader a lull account of our long iiogoiiation, 
mad© up principally of hhrumi ng and exaggeration, 
with some dijdomatic eoncessions on J^otli side.s, it is 
eiiougli to Say tlsat at last, to my great relief, he with- | 
drew his demand, and took vviiat I olfered. 

Before daybreak the next Hiorning we had struck onr 
tent, and sending it and the otlun* baggage by aiioiber 
route, the sheik being afraid tu take \vitii ns any tbe 
that might tempt the Bochmlns, ami leaving behind ns 
several of our men, the sheik, his brotlim*, three Arabs, 
Paul, and myself, with nothing hut wiiat \ve bad on, ami 
provisions for one day, starteil for VS'ady Mous:sa and 
the city of Petra. Our cour.se was a coutimied asci'ct. 

1 have found it tlu’ouglioufc difficult to give any deserip 
tion which can impart to the i^'ader a distinct idea of 
tile wild aud desoU.te scenes presented among 'luse 
TnountuinoiiH desei ts. I liave boon, too, in so many of 
the same general natflvi^, that pavtiiUilar wiics do not 
present themselves to m; mind now with the force and 
distinctness of perfect i ctiUection ; and iu tho few rough 
and hurried notes which J. »'iaa< on the spot, I !;.,fcrLod 
rather the cftcct tlnr- tlio cau; ea wl ieh pro.h.ced it. I 
remember, however, that the liioimcains wore hai'rer, 
solitary*, and desolate, and that us we ascendcu, their 
i^pect became more and more wild dUd rngg d, and 
roftato grandcvit and sublimity. J rem- ..iber, too, that 
among these arid wastes oi crumbling rock ti.‘©rc wore 
" ' ;itreams gushing out from the sides of the 

aud 8ometin40s aTuall valleys, W' Vi ere tl o 
and shrubs, aud bu hes, were putting forth 
ig ; and that, altogether, 1 ^aw among the 
m oi Arabia Petma more verdure than 



I Itad observed since I left the banks Q^tlte Nile, jl re. 
member, moreover, that the ascent ^as difficult ; that 
our camels toiled laboriously ; and that even our sure, 
footed Arabian horses often slipped upon the steep and 
rugged path. Onco the sheik and myself, being in ad. 
vance of the rest, sat down upon an eminence wlueli 
overlooked, on one side, a range of wild and barren 
mountains, and on the other, the dreary valley of ];;[ 
Ghox* ; above us was the venerable summit of Mount 
Hor ; and near us a stone blackened with smoko, and 
surrounded by fragments of hones, showing the place 
where the Arabs had sacrificed sheep to the Prophet 
Aaron. From this point we wound along the base of 
Mount Hor, which, from this great height, seemed just 
bcgiimiug to rise into a mountain ; aud I remembur 
that, iu winding slowly along its base, as our companions 
had objected to our mounting to tlie tomb of Aaron 
Paul aud I Avere narrowly examining its sides for a path,’ 
and making arrangements to slip out as soon as they 
should all be asleep, and ascend by moonlight. Nolfai 
from the base of Mount Hor we came to .some tombs cut 
iu the. sides of tho rocks, aud standing at the thrcsljold 
of tlio entrance to tho excavated city. Befons enteiiui* 
this extraordinary })Iace, it would not bo amiss, in a iu\v 
Avox'ds, to give its liistory. 
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Pktiia, the excavated city, the long lost cniiital of IMtui!, 
ill tho Scrititnros aiuijirolane writings, in t.-vory l:uigu;..f} 
in whicli its name occurs, .signili(>.sa rock; and tlirnii-h 
tile siiadowj; of its early liistory, \vc learn that its iulm. 
hitants lived in imuiral clefts or exea\:jti(uis luiolo in 
th(‘ .soliil rock. Desolate as it now is, we have it.aw'ii 
to believe that iigoos hack t o ihc 1 ime (>1‘ Ksan, “ the 
of Edom lliat prineosand dukes, eight succ(\ssi\ekiijg^-, ^ 
uid again a long lint.* of diikos, dwelt tliere before- a 
king “ reigned over Israel :imi wo recognt.-i' it fruiu 
(ho earliest ages as the centra) point to wliicli caniu the 
caravans from the interior of Arabia, I'lWsiu, and Ittfe, 
laden with all tho ])roeious ooininiuliiies of the 
aud through svlheh lliesu coinniodlties wnu.' di>.tributO{l 
through Egypt, Pah'stim*, and Syria, and all llio coun- 
tries bordering on tJio Alediterranean, even Tyii& ami 
Sidou deriving tin ir ])iirjileand dyesfroni J’otra. 
hundred years h<dore Christ, Amuxiali, tlie Kiiije d’ 
Judea, “ slew of Edom in the Valley of Salt 1 0,00(>Va;’i'l 
took Sidah (tho Hebrew name of i\-tra ) by war/^ Threu 
bundred years after the last of the projdiets, and neai ly 
a century before the Cliristian era, the “ King of Arabi;i. ’ 
issued from his jialaco at Petra, at llie liead of oO.OOO 
ineiy horse and foot, entered Jernsalern, and, uihiinit 
with the Jews, pressed llic sioge of tho temple, Avliich 
was only raised by the advanco of the Romans ; ami in 
tlio beginning of tho second century, though its imk* 
pondenc© was lost, Petra was still tho capital of a Roman 
province. After that time it rapidly declined ; its ills- 
tory became more aud more obscure ; for more than 
a thousand years it Avaa completely lost to the civilis'd 
world ; and until its discovery by J3urckhardt in IM'k 
except to the waudering Bedouins, its very site 
unknown. 

And this was tho city at whoso door I now stood. 
Ill a, few words, this ancient and extraordinary 
situated within a natural amphitheatre of two or 
inilcw in circumference, encompassed “ 

nigged mountains 500 or 600 feet in heig 
of tins area is now a waste of ruins ; di 
paleces, toinpl(»s, and triumphal archea 
I » aether in uudistiiiguishable confusionj 
ine mountains are cut smooth, in a porp^ 
tion, and filled with long and oontinued| 
ing-houses; temples, and tombs, ojtc' 
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present Nature in her wildest and most savage form, 
their bases are adorned with all the beauty of architec- 
ture and art, with columns, and porticoes, and pedi- 
ments, and ranges of corridors, enduring as the moun- 
tains out of which they are hewn, and fresh as if the 
work of a generation scarcely yet gone by. 

^’othi^g can be finer tlian tlie immense rocky rampart 
which encloses tlie city. Strong, firm, and iminov(?abIe 
as Nature itself, it seems to deride tlic walls of cities, 
and the puny fortifications of skilful engineers. 'J’lio 
only access is by clambering over this wall of stone, 
practicable only in one place, or by an entrance the most 
extKiordinary that Nature, in her wildest li eaks, h;is 
ever framed. The loftiest portals ever raised by the 
hands of man, the proudest monuments of architectural 
fijiill and daring, sink into insigiiificauco by the compa- 
rison. It is, perhaps, the most wonderful object in the 
world, except the ruins of the city to which it forms the 
entrance. Unfortunately, 1 did not enter by this door, 
hut by clambering over the mountains at the other cud ; 
and when I stood upon tljo summit of the mountain, 
tluHigli I looked down upon the vast area tilled wit li 
ruined buildings and ln*;»ps of rubbish, and saw the 
iiioniitain sides cut away so as to ft>rm a level surface, 
and presenting long ranges of doors in successivo tiers 
or !stijries, tho dwelling ami burial-places of a peo])lo long 
since juissed away ; and tliougli immediately ])efori5 me 
was the excavated front of a largo and beautiful temple, 

I was disap])ointed. I had read the unpublished dcscrip- 
ti(tn of Captains Ir>)y and Mangles. Several times the 
sheik had told mo, in the most positive manner, tbattliere 
was no other eiitramjo ; and I was moved to iudignatit)ii 
at the marvellous and exaggorated, mjt to say false repre- 
sentations, as 1 thought, (dllieonlypersijiiswlioliad given 
anv account of tin's wonderful entrance. I was disap- 
jKtinted, too, in another mattt'r, ilurckhardt had betrn 
accosted, immediately upon his ciilry, l>y a larg<‘ j>art y of 
lledrmins, and been sufh*red to remain ]>ut a very short 
time. Messrs begli, Banks, Irl'y, and Mangles, liad been 
op]iosed ])y liuinlreds of Bedouiii'^, whos.wore*^ tliattliey 
sluaild never ent(*r tiieir teiTitory nor drink of tlu'ir 
w'ati'vs,” and “ that they would shoet tliem like dogs if 
they attiunpted it.” And I exjx'Ctod sumo imme<liato 
oppo&iii(»ii Irom at least tht? tliirty or forty, fewer than 
whom, tho slieik liad told me, w ere iicvt'r to be found 
ip Wady Aloiissa. 1 expt'eted a scene of some Kind ; 
I'Ut at tlie oitranco (*f ibi) city there was not a creature 
to disputi: our passage ; its portals wciaj w)<.h? open, and 
we pass(.d along tlie stn'aiu down int(t the area, and still 
1.0 man came to oppose us, W(? im»ved to the extreme 
end of tlie area ; and when in the art of dismouiuiiig at 
tlie foot of the j’oek on wlii<'b stood tliotem]))e tiiat liad 
coiistantlyfaced u.s, we saw one solitary Arab, slrag ,,hi)g 
along without any apparent object, a iiioni wanderer 
among the ruins ; and it is a not uninteresting fact, tl.at 
t]ii.s poor Bedouin was the only living being we saw' in 
the desolate city of Betra. After gazing at us for a low' 
moments from a distance, he came towards, us, and in a 
few moments was sitting dow'ii to p'pes ai.d coffee with 
niy companions. 1 again asked tho sheik f.u’ tho other 
entrance, and he agtvin told mo "'liero was none ; but I 
could not believo him, and set out to look for it myself; 
and although in my searel’ [ had already ..ecn enough 
abundantly to repay me for all my dilticultios in getting 
there, I could nut bo content without finding this de- 
sired avenue. 

In front of the great temple, the pride and beauty of 
Petra, of which more hereafter, 1 saw anwrow opening 
in the rocks, c‘xactly corresponding with my conception 
of tho object for which I was seeking. A filU stream of 
water was gushing through it, and filling up tho whole 
Jnuuth of tho passage. I^iounteci ou the shouldlera rf ono 
t^f iny Bedouins,* 1 got him to carry mo through tlio 
swollen stream at the mouth of the opening, and set mo 
ti|)wa on a dry place a little above, whened I began to 
pick my way, occasionally taking to tho shoulders of my 
follower, and continued to advance more than a mile. 
1 was beyond all peradventure in tlie great entrance I 


was seekings There eould not he two inich, and I should 
have gone on to the extreme end of the ravine, but my 
Bedouin suddenly refused me tho further use of his 
shoulders. Ho had been some time objecting and beg- 
ging me to return, and now positively refused to go any 
farther; and, in fact, turned about himself, I was 
anxious to proceed, but I did not like wading up to ray 
knees in the water, nor did I feel very resolute to go 
w'hcro T might expose mysedf to danger, as he seemed 
to intimate. While I was hesitating, another of my 
men came running up the ravine, and shortly after him 
l^aul and the hlieik, breathless with haste, and crying 
in low gutturals, “ El Arab ! el Arab I” — The Arabs! 
tho Arabs !’* This was cnougli for me. I had heard 
so much of El Arab tliat I ba<l become nervous. It 
was like the cry of Delilah in the cars of the sleeping 
Sam.son, Tho I’liilistincs be upon tlice.” At the other 
end of the ravine was an encampment of tlie El Alouins ; 
and the sheik, having due regard to my e«miiuimicatian, 
about money matters, liad slimmed this entranco to 
avoid bringing upon me this horde of tribute-gatherera 
for a j)artici}>ation in tho spoil.'^. Witlumt any dispo- 
sition to exploni farther, I turned towards tin; edy ; 
and it was now that I began to feel the powerful and 
indelibU; impression that must be jiroduced on entering, 
through this mountainous passage, tho excavated city 
of Petra. 

For about two miles it lies between high and preci- 
pitous ranges of rocks, from 500 to 1 000 feet in height, 
standing as if torn asunder by some great convulsion, 
and barely wide enongli for two horsemen to pass 
abreast. A swelling stronm rusht?s between them ; the 
hunmiits arc wild and broken ; in some places over- 
hanging the opposite sides, easting the darkness of night 
upon tlio narrow delih; ; tlic-n receding and forining ait 
opening above, tlimugh wliicdi a strong ray of light 
tlirown down, and illuminates witli the bla/.e of day the 
frightful cliasm below. M ild fig-trees, t>Kuuders, and 
ivy, were growing out of l)io roe*ky sides of tlie clilfg 
hundreds effect above our heads; the eagle Mas sereara- 
ing ahovt; us ; all along M'cre tlie open doors of tombs, 
forming the gn-at neeropoli.s of tho city ; and at tli© 
extreme <;nd was a large open space, Mith a powerful 
bo<ly of light throM’ii down upon it, and exhibiting in 
one full view ihu f;;<;a(lo of a beautiful temple, hewn out 
of tho rockjM iih rows of C(>riinliian coluimis and orna- 
ments, standing out fre.-.h and clear, us if but yester- 
day from tile bauds of tho sculptor. Tliougli coming 
dii * 'tly fnMU the batiks of the Nile, Avh(‘re the pre- 
ser .ation of tho tem]dcfi e.xeitcs tho adiniratioii and 
astoui.shment of every travelh r, wo were roused and 
i;.\eited by the extraordinary beauty and excellent con- 
•iilioii of the groat tem]ilo at Petra. Even in coming 
upon it, as wo did, at disadvantage, I remember that 
Paul, M'lio Mas a ];assionato admirer of the arts, tvhen 
bo first obtained a glinipsoof it. involmirarily cried out, 
and moving on to Bio front Avith a vivacity I never saw 
liim exhibit before or afterMaids, clapped his hands, 
and shouted in cestacy. To tho last day of our being 
together ho Mas in tho habit of referring to his extra- 
ordinary fit of enthusiasm when he first came upon that 
temple; and 1 can moI^ imagine that, entering by this 
narrow defile, Mutli tho feelings roused by its extraor- 
dinary and romantic wildness and beauty, the first view 
of that superb facade must produce an effect M’hich 
could ui'vor ;»ass away. Even now, that 1 have vetnrneil 
to the pursuits and thought-engrossing incidents of a 
life in tho busu'st city in tlie M*orld, often in situations 
as widely diflerent as light from darkness, I see before 
me tlio facade of that temple; neither tho Coliseiim 
at .Rome, grand and interesting as it is, nor the ruins 
of the Acropolis at Athens, nor tho Pyramids, nor tho 
mighty temples of the Nile, are so often present to my 
memory. 

The M hole temple, its columns, ornaments, porticoes^ 
and porches, are cut out from and form part of the 
solid rock ; and this rock, at the foot of Avliich the 
temple stiiuds like a mere print, toM'ci*a several hundred > 
feet above, its face cut smooth to the very sunmiit, and 
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tine teinaining wild and missbai^eii as Nature made 
it* The whole area before the temple is perhaps an 
hfSre in extent, enclosed on all sides except at the nar- 
row entrance, and an opening to the left of the temple, 
•which leads into tlie area of the city by a pass through 
perpendicular rocks oOO or h’OO feet in height.^ 

It is not iny design to enter into th(3 details oi the 
many moninnents in tJiis extraordinary city ; but to 
give a general i<lea. of the character of all the excava- 
tions, I* cannot do better than go within the temple. 
Ascending sevei*al broad steps, we entered under a 
colonnade of four Corinthian columns, about thirty-five 
feet high, into a large chamber of some fifty feet square 
and twenty-five feet high. The outside of the temple is 
richly ornamented, but the interior is perfectly plain, 
there being no ornament of any kind upon the walls or 
ceiling ; on each of the throe aides is a small chamber 
for the reception of the dead ; and on the back wall of 
the innermost chamber I saw the names of Messrs 
Lf?gh, Banks, Irby, and Mangles, the four English tra- 
vellers who with so much difficulty had effected their 
entrance to the city; of Messieurs Laborde and Linant, 
and the tw’o Englishmen and 1 talian of whom 1 have 
before spoken ; and two or three otliers, which, from 
the cliaracter of the writing. 1 supposed to be tlie names 
of attendants upon some of t hese gentlemen. Tlu'se were 
the only names recorded in the temple ; and, besides 
Burckhardt, no other traveller had ever readied it. I 
W'as the first American who had ever heen there. IMany 
of my countrymen, probably, as was the ease with m<', 
have never known the existence of such a city; aiul, 
independently of Jtll personal considerations, i confess 
that I felt what I trust was not an inexcusable pride, in 
writing upon the innermost wall of that temple the 
name of an American citizen ; and under it, and flou- 
rishing on its own account in temples, and tumhs, and 
all the most con,s]>icuous places in Petra, is the illus- 
trious name of I’aulo Nuoz/.o, dragoiiiano.’^ 

Leaving tlie temple ami the open area on which it 
fronts, and following the stream, we entered another 
defile much broader tlian tlie first, on each side of 
W'hich were ranges of tombs, witli sculptured doors and 
columns ; and on the left, in the bosom of the itiountaiii, 
hewn out of the solid roelv, is a large theatre, circular 
in form, the pillars in front fallen, ami containing thirty- 
fhre*e rows of seats, capable of containing mor<^ than 
3000 persons. Above th<; corridor was a range of doors 
opening to chambers in tlie rod<s, the seals of the princes 
and w<'althi(?st inhuhitants of I’otra, and nut unlike a 
row of private boxes in a modern tlii.'atre. 

The whole theatre is at this day hi such a state of 
preservation, that if the tenants of the tombs around 
could once more rise into life, tiny might take tlieir old 
places on its seats, and listen to the declamation of their 
favourite player, 'fo me the stillness of a ruined city 
is nowhere so iinprcssivc as when sitting on the steps 
of its theatre ; once thronged with the gay and ijle.asurc- ^ 
seeking, hut now given up to solitude ami desolation. 
Bay after day these seats had lieen filled, and the now 
silent rocks had echoed to the apjik. iding shout of 
thousands ; and little could am anciimt Pidomitc ima- 
gine that a solitary stranger, from a tin u unknown 
world, would omi day be wandering among tlie rniiis of 
his proud and wonderful city, meditating upon the fate < 
of a rac(i that has for ages passed away. Where in -' 
yc, inhabitants of thiK ilcsolate city? — yo who once sal 
on the seats of this fl’eatr<*, the young, the hi. li-born, 
the beautiful, and brav*.’, who once rejoiced in your 
riches and power, and 1iv» ti as if Ihei’o were no grave? 
Where are ye now ? Even tin; ' (.tj, >ombs, whose open 
doni*s arc stretching away m long v.ojgo.s b« fore f! 3 tyes 
of »<he pondering traveller, cannot revc.al the mystery 
of your uoom : your dry hones are gone; the reh!*cr 
]ia9 invaded your graves, and your very ashes have b» 
swept away to make room for the wander ii g Arab of 

not stop at the days wlion a gay popu- 
^wding to this thoatro. In the earliest 
>rdedtime, Jc ng befoj * this theatre was 


built, and long before tlie tragic luuse known a 
great city stood here. When £aau, having sold hi, 
birthright for a mess of pottage, came to his portion 
among tho mountains of Seir ; and Edom, growing hi 
flower and strength, became presumptuous and haughty 
until, in her pride, when Israel prayed a passage through 
her country, Edom said unto Israel, “ Thou slialt lu^t 
pass by mo, lest I come out against thee with the sword.’* 

Amid all the terrible denunciations against the land 
of Idumea, “her cities and the inhabitants thereof” 
this proud city among the rocks, doubtless for its ex- 
traordinary sins, was always marked as a subject of 
extraordinary vengeance. “ I have sworn by inysolf 
saith the J^ord, that Bozrah (the strong or Ibrtifieii city) 
shall become a desolation, a reproach, and a waste, and 
a curse, and all the cities thereof sliall b'elpcrpetual 
waste. Lo, 1 will make flier; small among heathen, 
and tlespised among men. Tliy terrihleness hath de- 
ceived thc(3, and the pride of thy heart, oh thou that 
dwellest in the clefts of the rocks, that lioldcst Ihqhciglit 
of tho hill ; though thou shouldst make thy nest ^ bigli 
as the eagle, J will bring thee down from thencei' saith 
the Lord.” — Jeremiah xlix., 13, Id. “They shall call 
th(‘ nobles thereof to the kingdom, but none shall bo 
there, and all her princes shall be iiotliiiig ; and thorns 
shall come up in lier palaces, nettles ainl brambles in 
tln‘ fortresses thereof, and it shall be a habitation ibf 
dragons and a court for owls.’’ — Isaiah xx\iv.,.t‘l'^ 1.0. 

1 would tliat the sceptic could stand as J •li(l,aUi(ing 
the ruins of this city among the rocks, and tlu rQ opon 
the .'^aered bu«dv and read tin; N\onls of the iiis})ired pen- 
man, written when this desolaK; plaei‘ was one of tlm 
greatest cities in the world. 1 Mee tlu; scoll’ arrested, 
his cheek pale. Ins lip (juivering, and his heart quaking 
with fear, as the ruined city cries out to him in a voieo 
loinl and jioweriiil as that of one risen from tlie dead ; 
though he nouldiiot believe Moses and tlie pnqihets, lie 
Ix'lieves tlu* haudwritiiig of (lod hiin.self in the de.sola- 
lioii and eternal ruin anaiud him. Wa sat on the.stej)s 
of the tln-atre, end made our noonday meal ; our driiik 
was from the pure stream tlial I'dled down at bur leef. 
Bniil and mysi.lf were alone. We .seared tlio partviil.t^e. 
before us as w(; u.scend('d, ainl 1 broke for a moiiu'iit 
the stilhu'ss of the desolate city In* the report of my 
.gun. .i-;*'' 

All around ib.e tln-a^re, in llie .sides of tin: nijpjbhlaiiis, 
wore ranges of tombs; and direj.'tly opposile'thoy roM* 
in long tiers one above anollier. Jliiving looked imo 
those around the theatre, 1 eros.sod to tliose oppesite ; 
and, cari’fully as the brief tinn; f had would allow, a 
amined the whole range. Though I had no .small e.v- 
perieiice in exploring cataeoinb.s and tombs, tbesewtu'e 
so difiorciit from any 1 Jiad seen, tliat I found it difficult 
to distinguish the haijitation.sof the living from tlu.' ehaiu- 
bers of tlie dead. The facades or archili i*tural decora- 
tions of the front were everywhere handsome ; and in 
f’ i.H they difiered muterialiy from the ioml>s iu I'igyi’^* 
ill the latter the doors were simply an »>]»ening in the 
rock, and all the grandeur and beauty ol’ the work wit li- 
in; wliih* Jiere the door was alway.s imposing in it** 
appearamu', and the interior was generally a simple 
cliauiber, unpainted and misciilpturcd. 

I .say that I eoiild not distinguish the dwellings Iron* 
tlie tombs, but this wa.s not invarir.ldy the case ; some 
were clearly tomb,s, for there were pits in which the dead 
had been laid, and others were as clearly dwellings, being 
without a place for the deposit of the dead, (hie of these 
last jiarticularly attracted my attention. It consisted 
of one large chamber, having on one side, at tho toot of 
the wall, a stone bench about a foot high, and two or 
three broad, in form liUo the divans in the East at the 
present day ; at the other end were several small 
1 monts, lu.wu out of the rock, with jiartition walls lelt 
between theiji^liko stalls in a stable, and these had pi’O- 
bably lieeu sleeping apartments ot the dinoren 
members of the family, the mysteries of bars and bol i*, 
of folding-doors and third stories, being unknown in tno 
1 days r,f tlifi ancient Edomites. There were no 
I iv. roratious of any kind within the chamhci* ; but t 
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roelt out of tvhlcli It was hewn, Uko the whole atony 
rampart that encircled the city, waB of a peculiarity and 
beauty that 1 never saw elsewhere, being a dark ground, 
with veins of white, blue, red, purple, and sometimes 
scarlet and light orange, running through it in rainbow 
stroalcs ; and withiij^tho chambers, where there had been 
j )0 exposure to the action of the elements, the fresh- 
ness and beauty of the colours in which these waving 
lilies were drawn,- gavti an effect hardly inferior to that 
of the paintings in the tombs of the kings at Thebes. 
j"rom its high and commanding position, and the unusual 
finish of the w'ork, this house, if so it may be called, had 
jio doubt been the residence of one who ha<l strutted his 
hour of brief existence among the wealthy citizens of 
Petra. In front was a large table of rock, forming a 
port of court for the excavated dwelling, where probably, 
year after year, in this beautif ul climate, the Edomite 
of old sat under the gathering sh.'ides of evening, some- 
times looking down upon tlie congregated thousands 
;iiid the stirring scones in the theatre beneath, or be- 
vond upon the palaces and dwellings in the area of the 
then populous city. 

Farther on in the same range, though, in consequence 
of tlie steps of the strt'ots being broken, we were obliged 
to go down and ascend again before* we could reaeh it, 
was .another temple, like the first, cut out of the solid 
rock, and, like the first, too, having for its principal or- 
jiament a large urn, shattered and bruised by miiskot 
balls ; for the ignorant Ai*ab, believing that gold is con- 
cealed in it, day after day, as be passes, levels .at it his 
imirderous gun, in the vain hope to break the vessel 
and .‘reatter a golden shower on tli<? ground. 

liiil it would bt! unprofitable to dwell upon didaiis. In 
the exceeding interi'st of tlie scene around me, I Imr- 
ried from phure to }>laee, utterly ins<‘nsibl(^ to pliysieal 
faligue ; and being entirely alone, and baviiig a full and 
undisturbed range of tbe ruins, I elambeiv.'d up broken 
staircases and among the ruins of stnaqs ; and, baking 
into one exeavatioii, passed on to another an<l another, 
.'Old made the whole eirenit of tlie desolate city. There, on 
the spot, every thing liad an interest whieli I cannot give 
ind(‘scriptioiv; and if the remler lias followed me so lar, 
1 have too inneli regard for him to drag liim about after 
me as 1 <lid raul. I am warmal of the consequences by 
Avhat occMirred with that ('xcollent and patient follower; 
for before tin* day was over, ho was completely worn 
nut witli fatigue. 

Tlie shades of ('vening were gathering around us as 
v.(‘ stood for the la.-t time on the steps of tlie tlie.atre. 
I’frli ct as has been the fnllilnieiit of the prophecy in 
Mgiivd to tliis desolate* city, iii no one particular has its 
tiiilli been more .awfully vi vified than in the eomplete 
(leslruction of its inhabitants; in tbe extermination of 
the race of the Edomites. In the .‘^aiiie duy. and by the 
voice of the same prophets, caini^ tlu^ separate denun- 
ciations against the deseeiidants of Israel ami lal'-iu, 
declaring against hotli a com]dete ch.ange in their tem- 
poral condition ; and while the .lews liave been dispersed 
in every country under lieaven, and are still, in every 
hnid, a sej«rate and iinini\e<l peoplt*, “the IMomites 
have been cut otf for ever, and there is not any remain- 
ing of the housi* of Esaii.’^ 

“ Wisdotn has dejtartcd from T< man, .and understand- 
ing out of the mount of Esau and the miserable Arab 
'vlio now roams over tbe land cannot appreciate jOt* un- 
derstand the works of its ancient iiibabitanf.s. In the 
i^uinmer lie cultivates the few valleys in which seed will 
and in the winter makes his habitation in the 
toinbs ; and, stimulated by vagno and exaggerated tra- 
ditionary notions of the greatness and W'ealth of the 
people who have gone before liiin, his barbarous hand 
Js raised against the remaining monninent^d* their arts ; 
J^nd as he hreaksdo atoms the sculptureir^tone, he ex- 
pects to gather up their long-hidden treaaiitoa. I could 
have lingered for days on the steps of tlmt theatre, for 
J never was at a place where such a ci’owd of associations 
pressed upon tlie mind, lint the sheik" was huiTying 
me away. From the first he had told me thsvt 1 must 
pass a night within the city ; and begging mo not to 


tempt my fortune too mhly, he wad perpetually urging 
me to make my retreat while there w'as yet time. He 
said that, if the Arabs at the otlier end of the great 
entrance heard of a stranger being there, they would 
be down upon me to a man, and, not content with ex- 
torting Dionoy, would certainly prevent my visiting the 
tomb of Aaron. He had touched the right chord ; and 
considering that weeks or months could not impress the 
scene more strongly on my mind, and that 1 was no 
artist, and could not carry away on paper tlio jdans and 
models of ancient art, 1 moimted my horse from the 
very steps of tin? theatre, and follow'ed the sheik in his 
progress up the valley. Turning liaek fx*om the theatre, 
the Avliole area of the city burst ujion the sight at once, 
filled with crumbling masses of rock and stone, the 
mined habitations of a people hnig since perished from 
the face of tin? earth, and encompassed on every side 
by high ranges of mountains ; and the sides of these 
were eut smooth, even to the summit, hundreds of feet 
above my head as I rode past, and filled with long-con- 
tinued ranges of open doors, the entrances to dwellings 
and tombs, of wiiiclithe small connecting stairc.asos were 
not visible at a distance, and many of the tenements 
seemed utterly inaceessil>U‘. 

P>cry moment the sheik was becoming more and 
more impatient; and, s})urring my horse, 1 followed 
him on a gallop among the ruins. We ascended the 
valley, and rising to the summit of the rocky rampart, 
it was almost dark when we found ourselves opposite 
a range of tombs in the suburbs of the city. Here we 
dismounted ; and selecting from among them one which, 
from its fiuisli and dimensions, must have been tlie last 
abode of sumo wealtliy Kdmnite, wo prepared to pass 
the night within its walls. I was completely worn out, 
wlien I threw myself on tbe rocky fioor of the tomb. 

1 had just ct)mplet(‘d one of the most interesting days 
in my life ; for the singular character of the city, and 
the uucouimou beauty of its ruins, its great antiquity, 
the pi'oplietic denunciations of whose truth it was the 
witness, its loss for more than a tliousaud years to the 
civilised w’orld, its very i?xistenct? being known only to 
(he wandering Arab, the difiiculty of reaebiug it, and the 
hurried ami dangerous manner in whieli 1 had I’eached^ 

I it, gave a thrilling and almost fearful iiiten'st to the time 
I and place, of whieli I feel it utterly impossible to convey 
any idea. 

ill the morniug raid and I bad determined, when ' 
onr companions should be asleep, to ascend AMount Hor 
by moonlight ; but now wc thought only of rest ; and 
seldom has tlie j)ampered tenant of a ])alae(? lain down 
with greater .satisfaction upon liis canopied bed, than I 
did upon the stony floor of this toinh in Petra. In the 
front part of it was a large chainher, about twenty-five 
fe(‘t .sfjuare and ten feet high ; and bt bind this was an- 
other of smaller dimensions, furnished with receptacles 
for the dead, not arranged after tin* nianm r of shelves 
I'xteiuling along the w all, as in the eataconibs 1 had seen 
in Italy and Egyj)t, hut cut lengthwise in the rock like 
ovens, so as to adni’t the insertion of the body with the 
feet foremost. 

We built a fire in tin outer chamber, thus lighting 
up the iimermost recesses of the tombs ; and aftt?r our 
evening meal, w bile sipping coflee and smoking pipes, 
the sheik congratulated me upon niy extreme good 
fortune in having .‘^eeii Petra without any annoyanco 
I from the Hedouiiis ; adding, as usual, that it was a 
happy day for me when 1 .saw lii.s face at Cairo. He 
told me tliat lie had never been to Wady Moussa w ith- 
out seeing at least thirty or forty Arabs, and sometimes 
.300 or 400 ; that wIk'ii Abdel Hag (M. Liiiant) and 
M. Ijaborile visited 1‘etra the first time, they were 
driven out by the Bedouins after remaining ofily five 
hour.s, and were cluiscd down into the valley, M. Liiiaut 
changing his dromedary every three hours on his way ^ 
back to Akaba ; that there he remained, pretending 
bo .sick, for twenty-four days, every tlay fi'asting 
tribe : and during that time .sending to Cairo ^ 

dresses, swords, guns, pistols, amniimition, cSlc., wKclv - 
Ik* distributed among ilmm so lavishly that tbe whoW . 
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■teike emirted him in triumph to Petra. Thi* in so dif- 
Mreiit from M. Laborde’s account of bis visit, that it 
^xinot be true. I asked him about the visit of Messrs 
^egh and Banks, and Captains Irby and Mangles: and 
drawing close to mo, so as not to be overheard by the 
TWt, he told me that he remc'in bored their visit W'cll : 
that they came from Kevek with throe aliciks and 300 
or 400 men, and that the Bedouins of Wady Idoussa 
turned out against (hern more than 2000 strong. Ilis 
■uncle was tln ii the sheik, and lio himself a voiuig man : 
and if his aeeonnt i.s true, whieli cannot liowcver bo, as 
It i.s entirely dlfrertMit from theirs, ho began the life of 
a knayo bo young, that though he had no* groat, field for 
cxerci.se, he ought thou to have been .somoihing of .a. 
proficient; lie sai<l, tliat wliilo they were negotiating and 
parleying, one of the strange Arabs sliniiod into his 
hands a pur.<o with 100 pieces of gold, which lie showed 
to his micle, and proposed to liim'iliat tlu'y sliould use 

their innueiico to ]»rocuro the admission of tile strangei-s, 

and divide the money between tlieni ; and bo wrouglit 
upon the old man that ho tivociired their entrance, toll- 
ing the tribe that one of tlio s/ rangers was sick, and, if 
they did not admit them into Wadv Moiissa, lie would 
take them to his tent; and, added ‘the sheik, his eves 
sparkling with low cuiining, my uncle and I ate tin? 
whole of that gold wiilioiit any one of the tribe knowing 
any thing about if. 

One piece of infonnation he gave me, which 1 thought 
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thoiisanda of miles from each other, would be eleepJuf, 
quietly in his tomb, alike ignorant and careless of him 
for whom it was built. 


CHAPTER XXII. 

A bold Endeavour.—TTnexpected Obstacles.~-D!Radvantag6 of a 
DrcBs.— The Dciul Sea.--A Now Project.— The Tomb of Aaron. 
—A n A larm.— Descent of tho Mountain,— An awkward Meeting! 
—Poetic Lioexice.— All’s Well that ends W ell— Unexpected Dip. 
Arab Notions of Travel, 

A MAN rising from a tomb with all his clothes on doc.s 
not require miudi time for the arrangement of his toilet. 
In less than half iui liour wo hud breakfasted, and were 
again on our way. Forgi'tting all that had engro.s.so(i 
my thoughts and feelings the day before, I now fixed 
iny eyes upon the tomb of Aaron, on the summit of 
IVIount Jlor. Tlie mouiuaiii was high, towering above 
all the rest, bare and rugged to its very summit, with- 
out :i free or even a bush growing on its sterile side • 
and our road lay directly along its base. The Bcdouiii.*! 
again began to show an iinwillingnc.ss to allow my visit 
to the tomb ; and tlic siieik himself told mo that it would 
lake half the d.iv, and perhaps he the means of bringiii<f 
upon me some of tlie liorde I had escaped. I saw that 
they \vero di.sjiosed to ])roveut mo from accoinplishinff 
luy tdijeet ; and 1 felt sure that, if we met any strange 

Arabs, iny purpose would certainly bo defeated. I sus- 
, 1 , .. 


vtkfxr Ur 1 4 1 , " ‘ •“”'-1^111. I I i.ij jjni jiviMu cmiaiiiiy uc ueio:iieu. l su.s- 

^ ilivejy to^ be true; tliat tin; road to l\*tra, and | ]>ected tliein of stratagmn, and began to think of iTs.irt- 

..‘Ver could i ing to .sti’afagem for myself, 'i'liev rorncinberiMl the 


JiA t “'‘' or could j ing to .stratagem for myself, 'i’bey rorncinberiMl the 

? r" 1 f^«'ttet.y, or become a. fre- | sliee[>, Iiowever, and told me tliat the sacrifice could as 

Vvi • r’ Bedouins would always be I well be perfornn'Ml at the base as on the .summit of the 

Jjia^ uMv.ia i<,r travelU.i-s, to(^xaottrilMi(<M..r|>n'«;iits: i n.onntaiii; Iml (liis, of coitrso, ^YOHla not siiti.^fy mv 
a little might sometimes eontent them, at 1 conseieiiei>. 
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and althongli a little might sometimes eontent tliem, at 
olhcr.M their demaiid.s would bo exorbitant, and quarrels 
and bad coiisiviueuec’s to the travi'llm* would bo almost. 
sure to follow; and he added, in reference to oiiv \ isit, 


cunscii-net . 

V\ iili luy (yes lamslantly fixed on tlu' top of the 
mounlalii, J had thouglit for .some time tliat it tvouhl 
■“'t h(‘ imjiracvieal'le to ascend from the side on which 
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lo leicrcjjce lo our \ isit, ! noi i)(‘ 

f 1 ' ‘ ‘"Bvniger j 1 was. Baul and 1 examim d tlie localities as carefully 

‘V Bn y would bi.' dow'ii in swarms, j ns .a coiqde of oiigiuei'rs .seeking an assailable place to 


and periiaps' even now would follow u.s into the vallev. 
1 was sati.sficd tiiat 1 liad made a fortunate even jx', not 
perhaps, from jier.sonal daiigei-, but from grindim.- exac- 
tions, if not Iroiii robbery ; and, congratulatim'' mvself 
upon my good fortune so far, f began to feel Hiv'w.-iy 
for wlijit I nmv regardefl as iiiq>oj*(aut as before *1 had 
thought the journey to Betrn, iiamelv a visit to tho 
tomb of daron. 

My companions opposed my goijj^r t,, if, .sayimr that 
no (.liristmn had evi.r done Bn; and tli.it iioiie but 
AIu,s.sulinaus went thei-i?, and they onlv to .sacrifice a 
sheep upon the tomb, 1 told them tliat‘'l also designed 
to .sucriiice, and that, like tlu-Mu, we ri'garded Aaron as 
a prophet ; that juy vi.sit to Betj.-i was nothimr unless I 
made the sacrifice; and tliat my coiesciemre would not 
be at ease nide.ss 1 performed it according to my vow 
i n«s notice of my pious piuqio.sc .<mc>otlied .some of the 
diihciiltie.s, asthoAraLs knew t.hat after (he saeritiee 
tl;o .slieep must be <:at(>n. The .sheik wa.s jniirh man 


scale tint wall of a forlilied eit;, ; and afraid to wait till 
j th(*y hud maturt'd some plan of opposing nu?, 1 deter* 

I mined to fake them liy surprise. ; and throwing myself 
I troll) niy liorsf*, and ti'lliiig Baul to say wi* xvould climb 
the mountain Inu’e, and meet them on the other sideft 
was almost out of li(?aring before tliev had rccuvoVod 
from iheir a.stonishiiu'nt. Baul followed me, and the 
sheik and liis men stood for some tiiiu' without moving, 
irresolute what to do ; and it was not until we Jiad ud- 
vaiicod oonsiilei*ahly on thi* moiiiitain, that we saw tlio 
eara van again slow ly moving ahmg its liasi*. iS'unodf 
them ollcred to accompany ns, tliongh we should have 
been glad to have one or two with ns on our expedition. 

1* or .Some distance we foiuui the aseent suHiclently 
smootb and easy — mneJi more so than that of Moiiut 
,'^inai — and, so far as we eoiibl sec; before ns, it was 
bkely to contimu; tho same all tin; wav up. Wo were 
iailiugat the sheik for wanting to carry us round to the 
other .sid(‘, and congratulating ourselves ii])on having 


liherd MV iM. .. . • ri' ' .l/ ybcik w;i:> mn(*h more other .suhq and congratulating ourselvi's luion haviii'j^ 

was til,-, 11 V r.nr. u! ^ 'VC came to a yawning and piv- 

di.sc-iJs.slon •ibonf tVio ’a- "inding up a long j cipiunis chasm, opening ita horrid jaws almost from tlio 

held out to the I'lsit Aaj-on, one of them ' cry lase of the mountain. From the. distance at wdiicli 

that Aaron wtis a .Mns.-;uhn:itK . um ImmI ...o *i,„ ; -.ini.... ...r. 


held out trt Him i..^-* *i! * B ’ ■ ,'i'’ ' “•wnniaiii. r rom me. uisranec at v 

would not believe Hi.if 'l t,ut onr route, the inequalities of r^i.* 

had an hide/inite ideVt^t 'tri be.orc Alaliommcd. Il(‘ j fiice could not bo distingiii.shcd, but liero it w-as quiti 
man that ever live i • '' «B)od on the brink of the cliasiii 

fiistent vltli H • i ’ '1 Bus wa.s not coii- ' ^ — 

AIv nl'inti '*+7' d b< Tore him. 

ber while I -.V'' ' ‘ m the outer eham- 

back as 1 could lind, l'‘ On. 
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and looked at each other in liiuuk amazement ; and at 
a long (ILstancc, as they wound along tho basi;; of the 
mountain, 1 thought I could .sec a quiet smile of derb 
sioii lighting nji tne grim visages of my Bedouin ccrtti'- 
paniou.s, W^o ujion tho edge of the 'chasin, looking 
down into itf dooj^^Sbyss, like Iho spirits of the depap^d 
lingering on the ftiiibres of tho Styx, vaiiily wishing for 
ft ferryniaii to carry us over, .and our-oase seemed fjr- 
fcctly bopclesa without some such aid* But tlie' days 

when ifcjlii and sintvif.n loiif. flioiv birtrl n& 
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when genii and spirits lent their kirid.assi.sfance to the 
sonsot lueii arc gone ; if a man finds j&itusclf in aditeii, 
Liuie did lie 1 get out of it as well .as he din, and so it ^Ya^^ 

keattored to the wino'V a, of this chasim: .Bad, however,^ 

a horde of IMuid’.’ n, i I *' m looking forw|X‘d> we had not y6t 

tH .uu.,, Uvuiglbeginitolooklmk; aiul as 

• -.Xv- ■fii 





waA ho poBsibiUty of gtattihpovet it, we began to descend ; 
and groping, Blimng, jumping, and holding on with hands 
and toot, wo reached the bottom of the gully ; and, after 
another hard half hour’s toil, were resting our wearied 
limbs upon the opposite brink, at about the same eleva- 
tion as that of tbe place from wliich we had started. 

This success encouraged us ; and without caring or 
thinking how we should come down again, we felt only 
the spirit of the seaman’s cry to the trembling sailor 
poy, ‘‘Look aloft, you lubber;’^ and looking aloft, we 
saw through a small opening before us, though still at 
a gi’eat distance, the white dome that cov(;rod tlie tomb 
of the first high-priest of Israel. Again with stout 
liearts we resumed our ascent ; but, as we might rea- 
Bonably have supposed, that wliich we had passed was 
not tlie only chasm in the mountains. What had ap- 
peared to us slight inequalities of siirhice, we found 
great fissures and openings, presenting themselves 
before us in quick sueceasion ; not, indeed, as ahsoluto 
and insurinountahle barriers to farther progress, but 
aii'oi’ding us only the encouragement of a. hare possi- 
bility of crossing them. The wliole mountain, from its 
base to its suniinit, was rocky and naked, affording not 
a tree or bush to assist us ; and all that we liud to hold 
on by Avere the rough and broken corners of the porous 
sandstone rocks, whiidi crniiihled in our hands and 
under our feet, and more tliaii once put us in danger 
fif oiir lives. Several times, after desperate exertion, 
we sat down jif.rfectly discouraged at seeing another ainl 
another chasm before ns, and more than once we were 
(111 the point of giving nji th(> attempt, tliiidsing it im- 
possible to advance anyfartlicr; hut wc had come so 
Jar, and taken so little notice of our road, that it w;>h 
ahnoKt as impossible to return ; and a distant and aeci- 
denlal gliini)se of tlio wliitened dome woiihl revive our 
cnuvagt*, and stiinulato us to aiiotlnu* effort. Sevi'ral I 
times I mount(Ml on Paul’s shoulders, ami with his help 
readied the top of a precipitous or overhanging rode, 
wlu'i'c, lying down wiili my fact; over the* brink, J took 
up tlie jdstols, swords, and tluni hdjx'd liirn up in 
aJilnvn ; sometimes, again, he was the cliuilier, and iny 
^'bhonl (J ots were tlie ste|>pit)g-sU)ne ; and in tln^ rough 
grasps that, we gave caeh other, ndtln.'r thought of the re- 
lati(jn of master and servant. < )u the sides of ihat rug- 
geil inoiintiiin, so desolate, *^0 eoinp]('t'.'ly removed from 
the world, Avliose difficult accent liad been attempted by 
few Jnmnui footsleps sine(* Hie days when “Moses and 
Aaron went iqi in sight of all tJio congregation,” the 
master and ilie man lay on tin? same rock, eiieonnter- 
iii.g the same fatigues and dangers, and inspiri'd by the 
same hopes and tears. My dross was particularly J>ad 
for the oeeasinn ; for, hesi(U.’s the enmnuhrauee cd’ pistols 
and a sword, my long silk gown and large sh'eves were 
a great annoyance', as J wanted every moment a long 
reach of tlie arm, and full |)l;iy of tlie Ic'gs ; even our 
liglit Turkish slippers wei-o inipedlinents in our despe- 
rate scramble, and we w'cre obliged to pul! them olf, for 
the bettoi* hold tliat could ho taken with tin? nak<Hl feet. 

It will he roimnnhered that wo wore ascending en 
Hie eastei'ii side of the inouutain ; and in one of our 
imuscs to breathe, when about IiaH' wav up, avi* looked 
back upon the high rampart of locks th.at enclosed the 
vity of lk''tr.a; and on the outside of the rock avo saw 
fho facade of a beautiful temjile, resembling in its ju’o- 
ininont feature.^, but sia'iniug larger and more beanti- 
hil tlian, the Khasiie of I’haraoh, apposite the pi Iiicipal 
eiitriinco of the city. 1 have no doubt that a visit to 
Hiat temple AVoiild have abuin.i.'intly repaid me for the 
day I should have lost ; for liesid^ its architectural 
beauty, it would have been curionB j^p e^fjiuine, and, if 
possible, discover A\’liy it AA'as coiistnictedyjlfifaiidmg alone 
ootsidc of the city, and, as it appeared, apart from every 
thing connected \vith the habitation.s of the J’domite.s. 
Lilt as yet avo had work enough hi‘foro ns. liisciicuin- 
bciing onrseh'cs of all our useless tfappingr., shoes, 
Pistols, swords, tobacco-pouch, and water-sack, which 
''e tied together in a sash and the roll of a turban, by 
dint of cUtiibing, pushing, and lifting ojicb other, aiter 
most arduous upAvaru scramble 1 ever accomplr hcd, 


we attoiiied the bald and hoary ramfnit of the rnotth^ 
tain ; and before we had time to look around, at the 
extreme end of the desolate valley of El Ghor, our at- 
tention was instantly attracted and engrossed by one 
of the moat interesting objects in the Avorld, and Paul 
and I oxclainicd at the same moment, “ The Dead Sea 1” 
Lying betAveon the barren mountains of Arabia and 
Judea, presenting to ua from that height no more than 
a small, calm, and .silvery surface, was that mysterious 
Boa Avbich rolled its dark waters over the guilty cities 
of Sodom and Gumorrali ; over Avhose surface, accord- 
ing to the «iipcr.stition of the Arab.s, no bird can fly, 
and in avIiosc Avators no iish can swim ; constantly re- 
ceiving in its greedy bosom the whole body of the 
Jordan, but, nnliko all other waters, .sending forth no 
trihiito t»» the ocean. A now idea entered my mind. 

I Avoiild follow tlie desert valli;y of YA Ghor to the 
sliores of the Dead Sea, along Avliose siiA'age borders I 
Avonhl coast to tlie ruinod derieho and the liallowed 
Jordan, and .search in its deadly waters for the ruins 
of the (iooinod and blasted eitii's. 

Tf J had never stood on the. top of Mount Sinai, I 
should say that nothing could exceed tlie desolation of 
tile view from the summit of Alount ]Jor, its most 
striking objects being the dreary and rugged mountains 
of .Soil*, bare and naked of trees and verdure, and heav- 
ing their lofty summits to the skies, as if in a vain and 
fruitle.s.s effort to exc(d tln^ mighty pile, on the top of 
A\hieh the higli-priest of Israel w;is buried. Before mo 
was a land of hurremies.s and min, a land accursed by 
God, and against which the prophets had set tlieir faces ; 
the land of Avliieh it is tliiis Avritten in the Book of Life 
— “ MoreoA'cr, the word of the Lord came unto me, say- 
ing, .Son of man, set thy face against Mount Seir, and 
])ro)>lu‘.sy against it, and say unto it, Thus saith tlie 
Lord G(al, Behold, oh Mount Seir, I am against thee, 
and 1 wilt streleli out mine hand against thee, and 1 
Avill make thee most de.solate. 1 Avill lay tliy cities 
Ava.'de, and tlioii .-halt be desolatf.*; and tlioii .shaltknow 
that 1 am t!u? Lord. Beeanse th.jii hast luol a per- 
petual hatred, and ha^t .sln-d tin* blood of the children 
of Isr;iel by the force of tile .sword in tln.^ time of their 
calamity, in. tln^ linn.! that their iniipiity had an end: 
therefore, as I livi', .-.iiith tlie Lord tjod, .1 \vili prepare 
thee unto blood, and blood slaill pur.siio thee : sith thou 
ha«t not hatcvl blond, oA'ei.* blood .shall pursue thee. 
Thus Avill 1 mnko Mount Seir most desolate, and cut 
oil' from it him tliat ])assi'th out and him that returiieth. 
And I Avill lill his mountains Avith his slain men : in thy 
liills, and in tliy valleys, and in all thy rivers, shall 
til ; fall that are slain Avitli the SAA’ord. I will mako 
th- e. ]>cr]>etnal dcsolalion.s, ami thy cities slia.ll not re- 
turn : and ye slriU knoAV that 1 am the l.ord.” — Eze- 
kiel, XXNV. 

The Bible accounl of the deatli of Aaron is — And 
tlie children of Israel, oven tlie Avliole congregation, 
journeyed fi'om Ifadesli, and came unto M.ount Hot. 
And tho Lord spake unto Mo.-es and Aaron in Mount 
Bov, ]»y the coas? of the land of Jidom, saying, Aaron 
shall be gathered unto his people; for bo shall not 
into the land wdich I have given unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, Ix eanse yo ri'hellcd against my word at 
tlie nater of Aleribali. Take Aaron and Eleazar liis 
.son, and bring them up unto Mount Hor; and strip 
Aaron of his garments and j)ut them upon Eleazar his 
son : and Aaron shall ho gathered unto his people, and 
shall die tluTt*. And Moses did as tho Lord com- 
manded ; and they Avent up unto Mount Hor in the 
.sight of .‘dl tho congregation. And Moses stripjied 
Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his 
sou; and Aaixm died there in the top of the mount; 
and Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount. 
And Avhen all tlie congregation saw that Aaron Avas 
dead, they mourned lor Aaron tliirty days, even all the 
house of Israel.” — Numbers, xx. 

On tlio very “ to]) of tho mount,*’ revert'iicod alike* by 
Mussulmans and Clivistians, is the tomb of A.’iron, The 
biiUding is about lliirty feet square, containing a single 
chamber j in front of the door iy a tombstone, in form 



; like tiie obtoiig slabs in our churchyards, but larger and 
kighek*; the top rather larger tlian the bottoin, and 
, ebvered with a ragged pall o? faded I'ed cotton in shreds 
i^d patches. At its head stood a high round stone, on 
i^icn the Mussulman offers his sacrifices. Tlie stone 
•1^ blackened with smoke; stains of blood and frag- 
ments of burnt hriisli were still abtiut it ; all Wiis ready 
hut the victim ; and when I saw' the reality of the pre- 
parations, I was very 'veil satisfied to have avoided the 
necessity of conforining to the Mussulman custom. A 
few ostricli eggs, the usnal ornaments of a mosque, were 
suspended from tlie cc'iling, and the rest of the chamber 
was perfectly hart*. After going out, and from the very 
top of the tomb surveying agj'iin and again the desolate 
and dreary scone that presented itself on <Jvory side, 
al'vays terminating with the distant view' of the Dead 
Sea, 1 returned w ithin ; and examining once more the 
tomb and the altar, walked carefully around the cham- 
ber. There was no light except what came from the 
door ; and in groping in the extreme corner on one side, 
my foot descended into an a])erture in the floor. 1 put 
it dow'n carefully, and found a step, then another, and 
another, evidently a staircase leading to a chamber 
belo'V, I went down till my head was on the leycl of 
the floor, but could se(* notiiing ; all was dark, and I 
called to Paul to strike a light. i\lost ])rovokingly, he 
had no materia Is w'ith him. lie generally curried a Hint 
and steel for lighting his pipi? with ; but now, when f 
most wanted it, he had none. 1 w'cnt back to the stair- 
case, and, descending to the bottom of the steps, at- 
tempted to make out what the place might ; but it 
was utterly irnpo.ssiblc. I could not see e\en the sh'ps 
on which I stood. I again came out, and made Paul 
search in all his pockets for the steed and flint. !My 
curiosity increased with the dilliculty of gratifying it; 
and in adittlo wdiile, when the thing scorned to be utterly i 
impossible, with this hole unexplored, Petra, Mount : 
Hor, and the Dead Sea, a])pcared to lose lialf tludv into- ’ 
rest. 1 Kin up and down the steps, inside and out, 
abused Paul, and struck stones logotlier in the hopes 
of eliciting a spark ; but all to no purpose. I was in an 
agony of despair, wlnui I found myself graspingeoiival- 
sively the handle of my pistol. A light broke siuldcnly 
Upon me. A j)ile of dry brush and cottitn rags lay at 
the foot of the sacrificial altar ; .1 fired my pistol into it, 
gave one puff, and the whole mass was in u blaze. I'iach 
sei'/x‘d a burning brand, and w-i* dosct'iidod. At the foot 
of tlie steps was a narrow chamber, at the other end an 
iron grating, opening in the middle, and behind the 
grating a tomb cut in tlie naked rock, guarthnl ainl re- 
verenced .as the tomb of Aaron. J tore aside tin? rusty 
grating, juid thrusting in my arm u]) to the slioiilder.s, 
touched the hallowed spot. The rocks and mountains 
were echoing the discharge of my ])istol, like peals of 
crashing thunder ; and while, with the burning brand 
in one hand, I was thrusting tin* other tlirough tin? 
grating, the deafening reverberations seemed tti rf?bukc? 
me lor an act of sacrilege, and 1 rushed u]> the stejw 
like a guilty and fear-stricken criminal. .Suddenly 1 
heard Iroin the foot of the inonrit.ain .* quick ami iire- 
gular discharge of tire-arms, wliieli again rcsoundc?d in 
loud echoes through the moiiufains. It was far from 
my desire lliat the bigoted Miissulinans slnniid come 
upon mo, and find me witli my jii.stol still smoking in 
my hand, and the brush still burning in the tomb of tin- 
prophet; and tearing off a pi«*ce of the ragged pail, »• .. 
hurried from the plac*^ awl dashed down tin? 'fountain 
on the opposite shlc, with :i speed and roeklessness tiiat 
only fear could give. If tliore was room for question 
betwcjen a scramble or a jump, vo gave the jump; 
and when we could not jump, ot- sln rs wen «.ir m a 
>..omeut; one leaned owu- the brow o*' the pA-r iplco, 
and gave the other his hand, and do.vn wo ' rtv.’- 

ing nothing t. stop us. Oiu?e for a Tuoinent we were at 
a loss ; hut Paul, wJio, iu the excitement of o:>c suc» .;s- 
ful leap afer another, liad become aniazingiy confident, 
8aw 'd* water, and made for it with the giorious i 

hyr. wat(?r descf?ndcd wo could; and the | 
'bved correct, althou <;li the water lotind 



much less diflioulty in getting down ihgn We did. 
short, niter an ascent the most toilsome, , and a descent 
the most hair-brained and perilous it was ever my for- 
tune to accomplish, in about half an hour we were at 
the base of the mountain, but still hurrying on to join 
our escort. 

We had only to emsa a little valley to reach the rc- 
gnhar camel- track, when we saw from behind a slightly 
elevated range of rocks the lic?ad and long neck of a 
dromedary ; a Dcdoiiin was on Ills back, but, riiling 
.sidewise, di<l not .s<?e us. Another candle, and another, 
and another ; then two or three, and, finally, half a 
dozen at a time, the bliickest, grimmest, and ugliest 
vagabonds I had ever yet seen. A moment before Paul 
ami I had both complained of fatigue, but it isastonifdi- 
ing how the sight of these honest men revived ns; any 
one seeing the manner in which we .scoured along the 
.side of the mountain, Avould have thought that all our 
consciousness was in our J(?gs. The course w'e were 
pursuing when we first saw' them would have brought 
us on tin* regular camel-track a. little in advance of them, 
but now' our feet sf?oined to cling to the sides of the 
ni»»iintain. W'e were in a humour for almost calling on 
tlie rocks to fall upon us and cover us ; and if there had 
l.H‘t?ii a good (lodging-j>lac(‘, 1 am afraid I slioiild liere 
have to say tliat wo li:ui taken advantage of it until the 
very imwadconie caravan passi'd by ; bur the whole sur- 
face of tlie country, wlielln'i* on mountain side or in 
vallt'v's deplli, was bare and naked as a floor; there 
was n<»t a bush to obstruct the view ; and soon we stood 
revealed to these iinpUaisant witnesses of our agility, 
TJu'y all shouted to us at onei? : ainl w’e returned tlm 
salute, looking at them over our shoulilers, hut pushing 
on as fast as wo could walk. In eiviliseil society, our 
course of proceeding would havt* heen considen'd a <]<>- 
eided cut ; but (he unmannerly savages did not know 
when they reeeive<l a civil cut, and wore bent fui culti- 
vating <»ur aequalntanee. W ith a loud shout, slipjiing 
oil’ their c.'(mels and whipping up their di’omedaries, 
they left till* track, and dashed across tlu‘ valley to 
interc».])t us. 1 told Paul lliat ii was all over, and now 
w(‘ must brazen it out; and wo had just (inu' lo tni’n'';' 
around and reconnoitre for a moment, )>efore \v(? wort* 
almost tnulden imdm' foot by tlu’ir droim'daries. 

W'ith the accounts tiiat we bad read and beard of 
these JJedouiiis, it was not .a ]deas;nit tiling to fall into 
their Jiunds alone ; and witlioat the j)r(»tei?tion of the 
sheik, we bad reason to njqirebend bad tn atment. We 
w(‘re on a rising ground ; and .is they eanie bfuniding 
towards us, I had tinu; to nonark that iheri? was not a 
gun or pistol among tliem ; hut »*very one, old and 
young, big and liille, e.arried an enorrnou;-, swonl .slung 
over his liaek, llie hilt coming up tow.irds the left., 
shoulder, and in his Iiand a larg(; club, with a knot at 
the end as large as a douljled fist. Though 1 liad no 
id<?a of making any K'sistanee, it was a salisfaetion to 
feel th.'it they migliT have some r(?spcet for our fire- 
u -ms; ;is even a Bedouiirs logic can teacli him, that 
tliough a gun or pistol can kill but om?, Jio man in ft 
crowd c.in tell but that lie may be tiiat one. Onr 
armrnia, however, was not in tin? be.st condition for 
immediate use. 1 had fired om? of my pistols in the 
‘onih of Aaron, atid lost the flint of the other ; and Paul 
iiad burst tlie priming cap on one of hia barrels, ami 
the ()tln?r was cliarged with bird-shot. 

J t .seemed tiiat therf? was nol h ing hostile iu tlielr inten- 
tions ; for though th(‘y came ujioii us with a wild and 
clamorous shout, their dark cyi?s appeared to sparkle 
with delight ;i.s tliey shook us by tlie band, and their 
tuimiltuous greeting, to compare small things with great, 
rcinindod me of the wild w(?Icomc which the Arabs ot 
Saiadin gave to tlie litter of the Queen of England, when 
approaching the l>ianiond of the Desert on the shores 
of tile Deafl Sf‘a. Nevertheless, 1 lootvcd suspiciously 
upon ;dl their demonstrations of good will ; and tliough 
I roturiied all their greetings, even to the kisd on 
black faces, 1 would rather have been lookirf^^t theni 
through the bars of an iron grating. But / 

’i'.c ;• hero, although lie was a supvcuio 



admitt*® it I knew that everj^ thing depended 

upon hiitt ; hut they had come upon ua in such a hurry, 
and 90 few words had passed between us, that I had no 
idea how he stood affected. His first words reassured mo ; 
and really, if he had passed all his life in taming Be- 
douins, he could not have conducted himself more gal- 
lantly or sensibly. He shook hands with one, took a 
pipe from the mouth of another, kicked the dromedary of 
atliird, and patted hisowner on theback , smoking, laugh- 
ing, and talking all the time, ringing tlie changes upon 
the Sheik El Alouin, Habeeb Efteiidi, and Abdel Hasis. 

1 knew that he was lying, from his remarkable ampli- 
tude of words, and from liis constantly mixing up Abdel 
llusis (myself) with tlie Habeeb I'^fiendi, the prime 
minister of the j)acha ; but be was going on so smoothly 
that I had not the heart to stop him j and, besides, i 
thought he was playing for himself as well as for me, 
and 1 had no right to put him in dangiT hy interfering. 
At length, all talking together, and Haiirs voice rising 
above the rest, in force as well as frequency, wo returned 
to tho track, and proceeded forward in a body to find 
tlie sheik. 

Not to be too heavy on I^aul fortlio little wanderings 
of his tongue, I will barely mention siieh as be reiiieiu- 
hiTcd himself. Beginning with a solemn assurance that 
wo had not been in Wady Moussa or .l*ctra (for this 
was his cardinal point), he alliriiK'd that 1 was a Turk 
making a pilgrimage to the tornl) of Aaron uiid<‘r a vow ; ' 
and that, when .Sheik El Alouin was at Cairo, the 
Halierd) Klfendi had taken me to the slunk's tent, ainl 
liiul told hiju to conduct mo to Djebel Haroun, or Mount 
llor, and from thence to Ib'broii (Khalil), and tluit, if 
i arrived in safety, be, tho Ilaboeb Etfeiidi, would pay 
him well for it. VV<‘ wont on very well for a little 
while ; but by and bye tin? JJodouins b«‘gaii talking 
earin'stly anmug tln'insolvos, and atiin*, wicked-looking 
]h)V, h'.'uiing down from the hnmp of bis bare-backed 
dromedary, with sparkling eyes thrust out bis baud and 
whispered bucksheesli ; an <»ld dried-up man echoed it 
in a hoarse voice <llrectly iu my ('uvs ; and <)ue afttu* 
another joiue<l in, till the whole party, \\itli their deep- 
toned gutturals, were croaking the odious and ominous 
(leinaiul that grated liar.sbly oti my u(’rv('s. Their black 
eye's were turned upon me with a ket'ii and eager 
brightness; the harsh cry was growing louder every 
moment; and I had already congratulated myself upon 
having very little about luy person, and Taul was look- 
ing over bis shouhi<.'rs, and nourishing the Habeelj 
Kil'endi and the ^lu-ik K1 Alouin with as loud a. voice 
as ever, hut evidently with a fainting heart ; bueksheesh, 
I'Ufkshet'sh, biickslu'esh, was drowning every other 
noise, when a sudiltui turn in the road brought us upon 
the sheik and his atteiidauls. TIkj whole j»arty were 
in confusion ; some were <lesccnding the l>are sides of 
tlie mountains, others were coming doAvii with tln*ir 
(Ironiedarios upon a full run; tin* sheik's brother, on 
iny horse, was galloping along tin? base ; and the sheik 
himself, with his long red tlress streaming in tho wind, 
and his spear poised in the air, was dashing full speed 
across tly? plain. All fi<?eTui'«l to catch a glimpse of ns 
at the same moment, audat the same moment ailstoj)pod. 
The slicik stood for a little space, as if astonished and 
confounded at. si'eing us attc'inled by .such an escort ; 
and then spurring again his fiery horse, moved a f(?w 
paces towards us, and dismounting, .struck his sjiear in 
ilie sand, and waited to receive us. 'J’lie men eame iu 
Irom all quartet's ; and almost ai tlie same iiioinent all 
had gatht'red around tho spear. The sheik seemed 
Jnore alarmed than any of us, and Paul said lie turned 
perfectly green. Ho liad heard the report of the pistol, 
which had given Iiim much uneasiness ; the men had 
answered, and scattered themselves abroad in search 

Paul’s explanation of hi^ owanlico was .somewhat remark- 
iihle, uml jicrbaps voracious. 1 Jo said tliat he was by na‘^urc Lruve 
fnoufrh^ I,,,!; whcMi tiavL'lling iu Syria, iK»ut ycaiH 

l»eforc, with Mr Wellesley —a natural son of tlic Duke of Welling- 
tttn— their party w'as stopped by Arabs, and their tw'o kervimlies, 
'vithout any parley, rai»»<;d their musketa ajiid shot two of the 
poor savages dead before his face ; which hjad^uch an cllcet upon 
his nerves us to give him a horror of lead a]^d ^i^d steel ever siiieo. 


of US ; and now seeing us come Up in the midst of such 
a horde of ’Bedouins^ he supposed that we bad opened 
an account which could only be settled with blood. 

The spirit of lying seemed to have taken possession 
of us. Thinking it would not be particularly acceptable 
to niy pious friends to hear that 1 had been shooting in 
the tomb of Aaron, 1 told Paul to say that we liad shot 
at a partridgi'. Even before saluting the strangers, 
with a hurried voici' and quivering lip the sheik asked 
the cause of our tiring ; and when Paul told him, ac- 
cording to iny instructions, that the cause was merely a 
simple bird, he was evidently relieved, although, unabio 
to master his emotion, ho muttered, Cursed be the 
p.art,x*idgc, and cursed the gun, and cursed the hand that 
fired it.” He tiu n salultid our new companions, and 
all sat down around his long s])(?ar to smoke and drink 
coliee. 1 withdrew a litthi apart from them, and threw 
myself on the ground, and then began to suffer sc? verely 
from a pain wbicli, in my constant excitement since the 
cause of it occurred, I had not felt. 'Pho pistol which 
f fired in the tomb had been cliai’ged by Paul with two 
1 b.alls, and powder eiioiigli for a musket ; and in the 
living it rc^coiI(?d with such foree a.slo lay ojten theback 
of my band to tin? bone. Wliile I. was binding it up as 
w<‘li as I could, the slieik was taking care tliat 1 shoidd 
not sulb'r from my withdrawal. 1 have mentioned 
Paul's lying humour, and my t)\vn tendency that way; 
but the .sbeik cast all our doings in tlie shade ; and 
particularly, as if it liad been concerted beforehand, he 
averred most solemnly, and with tho most determined 
look of truth imaginable, that we had not been iiiWady 
Moussa; tliat i was a Turk on a pilgrimage to Mount 
Hor ; that wlien be was in Cairo waiting for the ('aravau 
of pilgrim.*^, tlu' pacha s(*nt the Habeeb Effendi to con- 
duct iiim to tlu? citadel, wliitlu r bo went, and found me 
sitting on the divan by the side of the pacha ; that tlie 
pacha took mo hy tlie hand, told Iiim that I was his 
(tin? pacha’s) iiariieular friend, and that he, .Sheik El 
Alouin, must conduct me first to Alount Hor, and then 
to Khalil or Hebron, ami tliat be had given his head 
to Malioinmed Ali for my safety. I’aul was constantly 
moving betwei'ii me and tin? group around the spear, 
and ailvisiug nn? of the progress of affairs; and vvhen 
J heard who I was, and of my intimacy with the pacha, 
thinking that it was not exactly the tiling for the par- 
ticular frit'iid of tlio Vict'roy of Egypt to be sprawling 
on the sami, 1 got up, and, for the creilit of my friend, 
put mysf'lf ratlier more upon my dignity. We remained 
liere half an hour, when, seeing tlmt, matters became 
no worse, I took it for granted that they were better ; 
ami, after moving about a little, 1 began to arrange the 
f-a<idlc of my horse ; and hy and bye, as a sort of decla- 
ration of indejiemience, 1 told tbein that 1 would ride 
on slowly, and they could follow' at their convenience. 
'J'lu? sheik reniaim (I to settle with my new friends. They 
were a caravan belonging to the Ph Alouin tribe, from 
the tents at the mouth of the entrance to Petra, now on 
their way to (iaza ; and tho sheik got rid of them by 
paying them something, and assuring them that we had 
not been in Eetru. 

Early in the afternoon a favourite eamcl was taken 
sick, stumbleil, ami ii'll ; and we turned aside among 
tin? mountains, w lu rc w i* were completely hidden from 
the view of any jiassing lledouins. The camel belonged 
to a foriiu'r iemalo slave of the sheik, whom he had 
manumitted and married to his black,” and to whom 
ho had given a tent, and this camel a,s a dowry. He 
had been very anxious to get aw’ay as far as possible 
from Wady Moussa that night ; but as soon as the acci- 
dent happened, with the expression alw’ays uppermost 
ill the mouth of the followers of the Prophet, “God wills 
it,” he began to doctor the animal. It was strange to 
bo brought into such imniediato contact wdtli the disci- 
ples of fatalism. If we did not reach the point w’O w ere 
aiming at, God willed it; if it rained, God willed it; and 
1 suppose that, if they had happened to lay their black 
hands upon my throat, and stripped mo of every thing 
I possessed, they w'ould have piously raised their eyes 
to heaven, and cried, “ God wilh'd it.” 1 remembei* 





' ' iSx Wolf/ 41b6 conyerted Jew missionaiy, told me »n that myeterioiui sea which 1 had first looked ti^il ft«tn 
Itne^Ote illustrating most strikingly tlie operation of iho summit of Mount Hor. I had spoken to the sheik 
tto fatalist creed, lie was in Aleppo during an earth- before, and again I tried to prevail upon him to follow 
<iai^e, and saw two Turks smoking tJioir pipes at the the valley directly to its shores ; but ho told me, as 
biise of a house then tottering ana ready to fall. Mo before, tliat he had never travelled that road, and the 
cried out to them and warned them of their peril ; but Bedouins (whom ho had last night declared to he total 
they turned their eyes to the impending danger, and strangers) were deadly enemies of his tribe ; in short, 
orying,‘‘Allahcl Allah,” ‘^(jod is merciful,” were bui’iecP it was impossible to prev.ailupon him; and, as I found 
under the ruins. ^ afterwards, it would have been physically impossible to 

It was not more than four o’clock when \vc pitched proceed along the mountainous borders of the sea. 
our tent. The Arabs all came under the shade to talk Wc pursued the route which I had originally contein- 
more at case about our ascent of Mount I lor, and our plated, through the land of Idumea. In regard to this 
adventure with the Bedouins of Wady Moussa; and part of my journey I wish to be particularly understood, 
wishing to show them that w'e Christians conceived TJiree different parties, at different times, and under 
oui’selves to have some rights and interests in Aai'on, different circumstances, after an interval of twenty 
I read to them, and Paul explained, the verses in the j'ears from its discovery by Biirckhardt, had entered 
Bible recording bis death and burial on the moimtain. the city of Petra, but not one of them had passed through 
They were astonished and confoniulod at tiiidiiig any the land of Idunieii. The route of the two Englishmen 
thing about him in a book; records of travel being and Italian before referred to was not precisely known ; 
entirely unkiiow’ii to them, and books, therefore, re- and, with the exception of these three, 1 was the first 
gardedas of unquestionable veracity. The unbeliever truvtdlcr who had ever attempted to pass through the 
of the previous night, how'ever, was now as obstinate, doomed and blighted Edom. In very truth, the pro- 
as if ho had come from the banks of the Zu} «ler Z(*e. i>hecy of Isaiali, “ None shall pass through it for ever 
He still contended that tlie great liigli-priest of the and ever,” seemed in a state of literal fultilment. And 
Jews w'as a true follower of the iTopbet ; and I at last now', wifhout coiisidoring that I w'as perhaps braving 
accommodated the matter by allowing tliat he was not the malediction of Heaven, but stiinnlated by the inte- 
a Christian. of associations connected w'itli tlie denounced region, 

That evening Paul and the sheik liad a long and and tlio excitement of travelling over a now and ini' 
curious conversation. After supper, and over tlu ir | be afrn track, 1 was again moving along the desert valley 
pipqs and coffee, the sheik asked him, as a brother, why j ol Id Giior. 

we;hV<i.conie to that old city, Wady Moussa, so long a I In the j>resent state of the world, it is an nnusufd 
jourffey through the desert, spending so much mmiey ; j thing t<) travi.l a road over which hundreds have not 
aiud W'lieii Jkuil told him it was to seiHlio ruins, betook j ]^a^s(•d liefore. ihiropt?, Asia, and even tho sands of 
the pipe from his mouth and said, “'I’liatwill do very Africa, ha\e been overrun and trodd<'ii dow’U by the 
well before the world ; but, between oiu’selves, there is leet ot travellers ; Vml in tho land of Jilninea, tlie oldt sl 
soinetliing else:” and when Paul ]>cr.sis(ed in it, the country in the world, tho asju-et of every thing is new 
sheik said to hiin^ ^GSwear ])y your God that you do not j and sli-ange, and the very sands you tri ad on liave 
come here to searchfor treasure and when Paul luid 1 ui v<r been trodden by ilie h.'et of civilised lunnaii 
sworn by his God, tin? sheik rose, ami, jvoiniing to liis | Ijoings. Tho iiedoiiin roams over tlieni like the Indian 
brother as tho very acme of honesty and truth, saiil, | ‘»u our Jintive prairies, 'ihe road along wliidi the 
after a moment’s hesitation, Osman, 1 would not be- j siranger jourmys was far belter knowm in tlio days ol* 
lievc it if that brother Itadsworii it. No,” he. continued ; | Jkivid and .Solomon tlian it Is now; and when he tiri;s 


“the Europeans are too cuuiiing to sjieud their money 
in looking at old .stone.s. 1 know there is treasure in 
Wady Moussa; 1 liave dug for il, and I mean to 
for it again;” and then agaiii hu aski'd Paul wliellu'r 
he had discovered any, and where ; telling him that he 
would aid in removing it, without letting any of the rest 
of the tribe know any thing of tlic juatter. 


CllAPTKU XXIII. 

\:iUoy of El Olior. — I’rophocios ag;iin-t l^doiu. — Tlic Sheik'.s 
Treachery. — An Explosion. — rcrsimial of the Arab;;.— A inur- 
ing Eotrospoct.— ."Money 'Troubles. — As|K-ct of tlie Valley. — 
Death of a Camel.— Tho Desert Iforscs.— Native Salt. 

Eaiu.y in the morning w’o continued our descent down 
the mountain. Every turn was presenting us with a 
new view of wild, barren, and de.solai^* .^eeiiery ; and 
yet frequently, in little spots wuitered by the mountain 
streams, we saw' slirubs, and patclics of green grass, 
and odoi’ifi'rons bushes. At aliout nine o’clock we were 
again at the foot of the mountains of Seir, again moving 
along the great desert valley of El Glior ; and again 1 
saw, in imagination, at the (jxtreme end of the valh*}, 


* The Re.'. Ju^-i y.b WolfF Is kow in Aineri'.n, ;• id 1 .s f.'ikcn 
onlers in the l^jiiscopul Clmvi :i. Wlicn f lo.^t Jlgvjii, he hxid set 
out on his long-projt oted journey ui 'J inil.iicror. lie v'as taken 
sick in Abyssinia, and, luiabk- to c- nrii' w‘ ids pro^^reae, iin.lLr 
groat personal hardship and Futrymi;;. tuo. •. d \hr dew-rt t- 
Ilod Sea, and went down to li .uihay. it . , -reati\ be re.,rctted 
thl. Mf Wolff’s health failed uim. From hi-, cxtenwvo tra^. 1 h 
in Asia anaAfrioa, and his intiiunu; kno.i lfi’jije of tho utuyuof vs 
and cuBtom.s of the wild tribiis Puat roam ovoi their deK» r..s, 
wasprobably lietter qualified, andhadab. ttcrchaiui’./ ruacJij. t 
that city, thaji Any othyr man now living. Jt wiii iobaldy bo 
long bofflMjiC attemjit is made by another. Mr Wolff has not, 
^gwevcrj|jyj|i|Jdoi:wd his i.iiipr, e. An boon a, UPs health will 
tor -111. le liiT journey; a>'d ;f the d ifticu’ Itc-S 
iv.'iler than ni'ii: csiu vreouic, we mil v vet. 
ohc.irlef '.J. ill * - • 


w iili tlu; contemplutiun «.)f harreuness and ruin, ho may 
take tile Bibie in l!i.s Jiand, and read w liat Edom was, ' 
and Imw God, In* tin; motitli of bis jirojiliots, cnrsetl it; 
and ;.ee with bi.s own cyc.s wlietlier (.h>d’» words bo Irm*. 

“ A!.-^:o J .dom shall ),(' a desolation ; every one that goeth 
by it siiail l.-o asiouislied .and .vhall hiss at all the ]>lagni’Sv 
tlieri of. A.s in tin? overthrow of Sodom and ( lomorrali, 
and the neigiilmuring cities thereof, saiili tho l.ord, no 
m.;n shall abi<le tliere, neither sliail a .‘^on of man dwell 
ill it. Therefore, he'.ar the counsel of tin; Lord that la; 
hath taken against J'klf)in, and Ins purposes that In* 
Iiatli purj>osed against the inhabitants of Teman; surely 
tlie least of the Hock .shall draw' tliom out; surely lie 
; hall make their habitations desolate w'ilh them. The 
t til is moved at the noise of their fall, at tho cry, the 
noise thereof was heard in the Ived ^>ea.”— Jeremiah, 

xlix. And again 'rims ^ahli tlio Lord God : Because 

tliat Ivdu' liatli dealt against the hou.se of Judah by 
faking vengeance, and liath greatly offended, and re- 
v -ngod ijim.solf iijion tlu.mi ; tiiend'ore, lliiis saith the 
j.ord God, I will also stretch out mine liarid upoii Edom, 
and will cut off man and hcastfrotp it ; ami 1 will make 
it. desolate from 'J’einnn.” — Ezid.icl, xxv. “ Edom Kliall 
he' a desolate W'ildcrness.” — *Joel, iii. 19. “ p*'or three 

transgressions of Edom, and lor four, I wall not turn 
away the pnnisliment thereof.” — Amo.s, i. Jl. “Thus 
Sait) I t1 io Lord God concerning Edom; Behold, I have 
made thee .small among tlie lieathea; thou art greatly 
despised. 'I’bo pride of tin no heart hath deceived tliee, 
tliou that dwellest iu the clefts of tho rock, whose babi- 
tatioii is liigb ; that saith in his heal t, Who shall bring 
mo dow u to +liG ground ? Though thou exalt thyself as 
the eagle, r.ud though thou set tliy nest among tlie stars, 
thence will I bring tiieo down, saith the Lora. Shall 1 
not in that day, saitli tlio Lord, even destroy the w^e 
t '’li Ol... i.f Edom, and understanding out of tho 
Ox J And tliy mighty nicu, oh Toman, sh;w|f|bi^ 


to the end that every one of the Mount of 
Esau may bo cut off by slaughter.” — Obadiah, i. 

Ail that day the sheik was particularly disagreeable, 
lie was constantly talking of the favourable circum- 
stances under which I had seen Petra, the bad character 
of the Bedouins, his devotion to me, and the generosity 
of M. Labordo and Abdel Hag. Ever since we started, 
one of his standing subjects of conversation with Paul 
liad been what he expected from me ; and to-day he 
pressed him particularly, to learn how much money I 
liad brought with me. Tn the evening he came to ray 
tent. He was iu the Inahit of coming in every evening ; 
and though I did not lilve him, I was in the habit of 
talking with him ; and, according to tho Arab custom, 
1 always asked liim to take a sliaro ()f my meal. In 
general, appease tlie stomach, and you gain tlio heart 
of the Arab; but the viscera of iny sheik were of im- 
j>onctrable toughness. They produced none of that 
delicious repose, that ‘‘ peace on earth, and good-will 
towards all men” spirit, which comes over au honest, 
man after dinner. “ A child might play with me,” 
paid the good-lieartod son of Erin, as ho threw himself 
back in his chair after dinner ; but it was not so witli 
my sbeik. While ho was eating iny bread, he was 
plotting against me. 1 bad smoked my pipe, and was 
lying on my mat reading, wliilo a long eonver.sation 
was going on between him and Paul, and my sus]»icH)iis 
w tiro aroused ; for, on the part of the .sheik, it was 
canned on in a low wl)is]a?r. 'riiongh lu? knew T could 
not understand a word, h(! Iiad the indcdluile fear that 
indicates a gniliy intention ; and, as I lookcal up oc- 
casionally from my book, 1. saw liis keen and cunning 
eyes turned towards me, and withdrawn as soon as they 
met mine. He nnnaineil there more than au lunir, 
conver.sing in the same low whis^ior — .1, meanwhile, 
watching his bH)ks from tinn* to tiin<^ ; and w luni lie had 
gone, I ask('d what it all meant. At Paul liesi- 
taled, but finally saiil, that it w;’,m tho old story about 
.'\hdel TIag’.s generosity, an<l what Ik; expected fj'oin 
).ie ; for liiinsidf, iheslu.-ik e\})eeted at least dollars ; 
his hrothi.u' would not oxjtect so nuieli : but that lie was 
on an entirely ditfertuit footing from tlx' men ; and he 
had eonclinh-'d, by atteni]iting to bribe P.ml, to lind out 
liow much money I liad with me, and ln;w much I in- 
lemb'd ti» give him ; and, in going out, had sli]>pcd a 
couple (if into I’anl’s hand as an earnest. I have 

not trouhltMl tlie reader wi:h the many petty diflieiilties 
1 had willi the sli(‘ik, noi’llie many little eircu mat aiiees 
iliat wen; constantly occnrriug to irritnti* me agniint 
him. I had been s(?veral tiim s worked np to sueli a 
]'itcli that it was diilicmlt to keep within tin; bounds of 
pi e.deiice ; and I now broke tlivougli all restraints. 
Prom the beginning he* had been eMaggeradng the dan- 
ger of the road, and iiniking a parade* of d<‘\ otioii and the 
value of liis services ; and only the last iiigbl. I bad been 
drlvi'ji out of my tent by four <.*iiorinous tires w.heii I;(^ 
bad built at tin.* four corners, as Ik* said, for lin* men to 
slet'i) by and keep guard. I eonld iiardly restrain my- 
self tlieii ; but merely telling liim that I wamhl ralhi'i* 
be roblx^d than roastc'd, I reserved myself for a better 
inornent. 'Pluj fact is, from the beginning I bad b<;eii 
completely mistaken in my opinion toiu'b.hig the ch;i- 
rachir of tho chief of a powerinl tribe of lit;denins. 1 
bad imagimsl liim like the (diiei of a tvilie of our own 
Indians, wild, savage, and lawless, but generous and true 
>vhen he had once ofu nal Ids pro <vtioii ; one who might 
rob or even murder, but wlio vvould mjvcr descoiul lo 
the mounness of trickery ami falsehood. 

I had been smothering my feolings of contempt 
through tho whole journey ; but now 1 hrd seen Petra 
arni Mount Ilor, and it was a I’clief to havtj .somethhig 
to justify mo in my own eyes in breaking thi'ougli all 
restraint. I hatl caught him in tho very act of base- 
ness and villany, corrupf iiig the faith of my dorvaiit; 
bribing under iiiy own eyes, and while CUtiUg niy broad, 
fho only man on whom I could rely at all ; and the 
proof of his treason, the accursed gijldf ^^8 liofore me. 
With a loud voice I called him back to f^e toni, Siiid 
charged Jiim with his basences; reproacltii^ byw tliat I 


ha.d could into the desert upon the faith of hh) promises^ 
and he had endeavoured to corrupt my servant before 
my eyes ; I told him that ho was false and faithless ; that 
I had before distrusted him, but that I now despised 
him, and would not give him a para till we got to He- 
bron, nor would I tell him how much I would give him 
then ; but that, if he would take himself off and leave 
me alone in tho desert, I would pay him the price of his 
camels ; I as.surod him that, bad as he represented them, 

T did not bediove there was a worse Arab in all his tribe 
than him.self ; rind, tinally, throwing open my trunk, I 
told him I did not fear him or all his tribe ; that I had 
there a certain .sum of money, whicdi should belong to 
tlie man who shoiiM conduct me to llcbr(m, whoever 
lie might bo, and clothes which would not suit an Arab’s 
back ; that 1 knew I was in his power ; but that, if they 
killed me, they could not get more than tliey could 
without it; and added, turning my pistols in my belt, 
that they should not get it wliilo i'could defend it. All 
this, passing through an iiit(‘rprctor, had giv»'u me time 
to cool; and before coming to my grand climax, though 
.still highly indignant, I was able to obs(‘rvo tho effect 
of my words. At tho first glance I saw 1 had the van- 
tage ground, and thatthe consciousness of Ix/mg detected 
in bis baseness scaled hi.s lips. 1 am iiicliuod to think 
that lie would Jiave been disgraced in the eyes of his 
tribe if they had been ac(iuaiiit(‘d with the circum- 
stances ; for instead of resenting my passionate lan- 
guage, lie earnestly bi'gged me to lower my voice, and 
freciuently looked out of tiu3 tent to see if any of his 
companions \v(*re near. Kec}) cool, is a good ipaxim, 
generally, in a man’s walk through life, and it is par- 
ticularly useful vith the Bedouins in the desert; but 
thoiv arc time's wlioii it is good to be in a passion, and 
I this was OIK? of them. AVithout attempting to resent 
what 1 said, even by word or look, lie came up to me, 
kissed my hand, and swore that he would never mention 
the snbj(‘(,*t of buckshc'csh again until we got to Hcbrou> 
and li(* did not. I rtfained my command over him 
through the whole journey, ivhih* Ikj wos constantly at 
my sid<', taking my horse, l-.olding my stirrup, and in 
(•v(*ry way trying lomake himself useful, I am not sure, 
howeier, hut that in his new charachu* of a sycophant 
he was worse than b<*fore. A sycophant in civili.sed life, 
where flu? usages of society admit and perhajis demaml 
a certain degree of unmeant civility, is the most con- 
temptihlo tiling that craw ls : but in a. wild Arab it was 
inioierahle. 1 really despised him, and made no secret 
of it; .and sometimes, rash and imprudent as was the 
hare thought, it was with diftienhy that I could keep 
^ < ai giving him my foot. After he iiad gone out, Paul 
sewctl twenty gold pli ces iu the collar of my jacket, 
and 1 loft the rest of my inoiuiy open in my trunk. 

I have fre()ii('Utly boon astonished at the entire ab- 
?^eiice of ;ipprelieusiou which aciiompanied mo during 
the whole of this journ(.?y. I fortunately ohsciwed, at 
the very first, an intention of exaggoratiug its danger; 
and tills and other little tiling:, cari icil me into the other 
extreme, to sucl: a degree, that jierhaps my eyes W’cre 
clo.sed against the real dangers. Among all the pictures 
and descri]‘tioii.s of irobbi*rs and bandits that I have 
.seen, I hav(? nevi'r met with anything so unprepossess- 
ing as a j>ai‘ty of desert Arabs coming down upon the 
traveller on th-.'ir ilromedai’ies ; hut one soon gets over 
the ctlVct of their dark and scowling visages ; and after 
becoming acejiiainted with their weapons and bodily 
strength, :i. man of ordinary vigour, well armed, feels 
no littlo contidenco in liinisclf among them. They are 
small iiifnaturc, under our middle size, and thin aliuo.st 
to ein.aciation. Iiidei'd, the same degree of spartmess 
in Europeans W’ould be deemed the effect of illness or 
starvation ; but with them it seems to bo a more drying 
up of tin? flui ds, or, as it w ere, an attraction betw een 
skin and bone, wdiicU prevents flesh from insinuating 
itself between. Their hreast-boncs stand out very pro- 
miuently ; their ribs arc as distinctly jnu'ccptible as tlio 
barsof a gridiron, and their cm]>ty stoinaolis seem drawn 
up till they touch the back bom" ; and their weapons, 
tiiough ugly enough, ju-c kir fivm bi*ing formidable. 



llliB ;83ieilc only Olid of out party wlio carried 

plstolefi^aAd 1 do not believe they could have been dia- 
cluLrff^ without picking the flinta once or twice ; the 
rest nad sw^orda and matchlock guns; the latter, of 
course, not to be fired without first striking a light, 
which is not the work of a moment ; afid although these 
inconvenient implements do well enough for contests 
witli their brother lledonins, the odds are very much 
against them when tlu?y liave to do with a W('ll-armed 
Fl*ank ; two pairs of good pistols and a double-barrelled 
gun would have be(Mi a match for all om* matchlock 
muskets. Besides all this, one naturally feels a confi- 
dence in himself after being some tinu! left to his own 
resources ; a (level opement of capacities ami energies 
which he is entirely unconscious (»f possessing, until ho 
is placed in a situation to call them out. A man must 
have been in the desert alone, and Ix^vond the ri‘:ieli of 
help, where his voice can never reacli the ears of liis 
distant friends, with a strong and overwlu'lining sense 
that every thing depends upon liimself, his ow n coolness 
and discretion ; and such is the elasticity of the human 
character, that his spirit, instead ()f sinking and quailing 
as it w’oiild once have done under difficulties and dan- 
gers incomparably less, risivs witli tlie occasion ; and as 
he draws his sash or tightens his sword-belt, hestretcli(‘s 
himself to his full length, and is prepared and ready for 
any emergency that may befall him. Indeed, now that 
I have returned to the peaceful occupations of civilised 
life, I often look back w'itli a spcci(?s of mirthful fi'eling 
upon my jourii(?y in the dtJsert us a strange and amusing 
episode in my life : and wdien laying my head on my ((iiiet 
pillow’, J can hardly beli(?ve that, but a few montiis ago, 

1 never slept without first placing my ])istols carefully j 
by my sid(', and nevi'r w’oko without putting foi'tli rny 
hand to ascertain that they were near, and ready for 
instant use. 

I had scarcely mounted the next morning before one 
of the men came up to me, and, telling im^ that lie 
intended to return home, asked foj’ his hacksli(!esh. I 
looked at the sheik, who was still sitting on the ground, 
tmjoying a last sip of coffee, and apparently taking no 
notice of u.s, and it immediately oecurred to im; that this 
W’as another scheme of his to find out how much 1 in- 
tended to give. 'J’hc idea had no sooner oecurred to 
me than f determined to sustain the tone I hadassimn'd 
the night htdbre; and I therefoi'e told tlie fellow' that 1 
should not pay any one a piastre until I arrived at He- 
bron. This occasioned a great elamour; tlie sheik still 
remained sihmt, but all the otherstook up thoinatter, and 
I do not know how far it w’ould liav(? gone if J had j)cr- 
sisted. 1 w'as the only one mountcMl ; and having given 
my answer, I turned my liorseks head, and moved on a 
few' paces, looking over my shoulder, howt ver, to watedi 
the effect ; and when I saw tlumi still .standing, as if sjieil- 
bound, in the nnfinislKMl act, one of mounting a droim?- 
dary, another of arranging the baggage*, and all appar- 
ently undecided what to do, I r( lleet'‘(ltlint no go<»d could 
come from the deliberations of sindi men, and he-^an 1o 
repent sonunvhat of the high tone J had assumed, i only 
want(*d n. good excuse to retrace; my so ;.>s ; and afti.*r a 
moment's reflection, I laid hold of sometiiing plausible 
enough for immediute usi*. Tlie nftui wlio wanted to re- 
turn was rati un* a favourite with im; — the saim; w'hoiiad 
carried me on his .shoulders up the stream in tin* entrance 
of Petra. — and, returning suddmily, as if tlic thing had 
just occurred to me, I called liini to me, :u;d told him 
that, although I would U(»t-^p-ay liirn for aceom: .inying 
mo on my pjornev, as it was not yet ended, still, for iiis 
extra services in Peto, i would not let Jiini go d *sf itutc ; 
that 1 loved him— -by whu h I m< a. ‘ fliat t liked him' 
an expression that wouM hav* 1 'xm ei cold 

for « the land of the I^ast ..nd tin; clinn. of the .sun," or, 
as f shou d rather say, for the extrovagaiit and infla. id 
style of the Arahs^that if the same i liing had hapix ned 
with any of tlie others, I would not have giv i, him a 
para ; and now ho im;st uudevstand that I omy paid him 
for his sm vices ii. Petra. 'I’his seemed natural enough 
to the other Bedouins, for they all km^w that this man 
Uaid TCturned from the defile the best friends V.i 


the world, calling each other brother, See . ; and iii the 
end, the wrhole affair turned out rather fortunately ; fo^ 
understanding me literally that I paid only for the day 
in Petra, although not understanmng the rule of three 
as established in the books of arithmetic, they worked out 
the problem after their own fashion, If one day gives 
so much, w’iiat w’ill so many days give V* and were ex- 
ccedingly satisfied with the re.siilt. Indeed, I believe 
I might at any time liave stopped their mouths, and 
relieved myself from iniieh annoyance, by promising 
them an cxtrav.ngant sum on my arrival at Hebi.’on ; Init 
this 1 woiild’not do. I had not, from the fir.st., held out 
to them .my extravagant ex))ectations, nor would 1 do 
so Ihcii ; perhajis, aftt;r all, not so miudi from a stern 
sense of principle, as from having conceived afV*elingof 
strong though smothered indignation and contempt for 
the sheik. Indeed, I should not have considered it safe 
to tell him w’liat 1 inteiuhxl to give him ; for 1 .soon saw 
that the amount cstimatt;d by Mr Gliildoii and myself 
was very far from being .suflieiont to satisfy his own and 
liis men's extrav.agant exjK’ctations. My ajiparont in- 
difference perple\<si the sheik, and lie was sorely con- 
fomided by my valiant declaration, “ 'J'here is my trunk ; 
all that is in it is yours wlnui wo arrive at Hebron ; rob 
me or kill tne, and you g('t no more and though lie 
could not conceal his eagonu'ss and rapacity, he f it 
himself trammelled; and my plan was to jirolong his 
ind(*cision, and postpone our diMiouement until our 
arrival at Hebron. .Still, it was very uiipli*asant to h(> 
trav(dling upon these ti'rms with iny protectors, and 1 
was exceedingly glad when the joiirnev was over. 

\V(‘ were again jourmying along the valley in an 
obliqm* direction. In the afternoon we foil in with a 
caravan for (iaza. 1 1 may he that 1 wronged the slieiU ; 
hut I had the idea that, whenever w e saw' strangers, his 
deep and luirried manin'r of ])ronoiim*ing Ml Arab, his 
fixing himself in his saddle, )>oising his sjiear, and get- 
ting tlie caravan in order, tVeqnviitly nceompanying 
these movements with (In* cautioning words not to he 
afraid, that he xvouhi fight for mo till death, wt'ie in- 
tended allog(;t]ier for (.fleet n}>*m me. ^^’lIether he 
had any influence or not with t’oe caravan for fla/a, I 
cannot .say : hut I know' that I would liaw' been ghul to 
leav(' the waiulrn’ing tribes of tin* land of Idumea, and 
go witli my in.wv (*o:npanions to the ancient city of the 
Piiili.stinc-J. M’liilo we niovtsl along together, Paulafid 
iny.seif got upon cxcidhuit ti'rnis with tiiem, and eon- 
sulte<l for a good wliile about asking tliein (o take u.s 
under tlieir escort. J have no doubt tin y would have 
(lone it willingly, for they wen* a fine, manly set of^fuh 
lows; hut W(i w'ere deterred by tlie fear (d‘ involving 
tlnmi ill a ({uarrel, if not a fight, w ith oiir own iinm. 

Tlie valley continued tlie. sumo as before*, presenting 
sandy hillocks, tlioni-hushes, gullies, the dry Ixds ‘d 
.streams, and famishing ail the way incontestihle* evi- 
d(*nce that it liad once hoeii covej’ed with the waters of 
a '*iver. To one travelling along that dreary road as a 
geologist, every sti*]) opens a new ])age in tin* great hook 
of Nature ; carrying liim hack to thetinn; when all was 
chaos, am' darkness covi risl tin* face of the earth ; the 
impressions it conveys are of a confused mass of inattf’r 
.settling into ^‘form and sukstanci;,’^ the earth covered 
w ith a iiiiglity deluge, the waler.s retiring, and- leaving 
h.are the mountains above him, and a roiling river at 
his feet ; and, by tlie r(;gular ojieration of natural cau.scs, 
ti;e riv(;r contracting ainl di.sappeariug, and for thou- 
sand.s of years l(*aving its ehannel-bed dry. And again, ^ 
ho who ill the w'onders around him seedis tlie evidcni'c.s ; 
of events recorded in tin; sacred volume, here finds (hem ^ 
ill the abundant tokens rJiat the sliowm* of fire 
brimstone which descended upon tin; guilty cities ofj 
Sodom and Gomorrah stoppi'd the course of the Jordan, | 
and formed it into a ])c.stileiitial Jake, and hjffc the dry 
bed of a river in the desolate valley in w hich he is jour- 
ueyiiig, 'riiis valley is part of the price populous JamJ 
(»f Idumea; in the days of Solomon,. the gn^at tra-velled 
highway hy which lie received tjiq of Ophir for the 

teuipli* • and by which, in the imperial RomCi 

t ’ * w xuth of India was brought 
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About the middle of the ilay, as usual, the sheik rode The aheik^d>as au extraordinary animal. The saddle 

head, and, striking bis spear in the sand, he had coffee had not been off her back for thu’ty days ; and the sheik, 
)repared before we came up. While we were sitting himself a most restless ci-eaturo, would dash off sud- 
iround the spear, two of our camels so far forgot the denly a dozen times a-day, on a full run across the val- 
*alni dignity of their nature, and their staid, quiet ley, up the sides of a mountain, round and round our 
labits, as to get into a fi"ht ; and one ol them, finding caravan, with his long spear poised in the air, and his 
liinaelf likely to come oft second host, toolc to his heels, dress streaming in the wind ; and when he returned 
iiid the other after him ; they were baggjige camels, and brought her to a walk at my side, the beautiful 
)iic being charged with my box(‘s of provisions and aiiiTnal would snort and paw the ground, as if proud of 
lOLisekoeping apparatus, and his movements indicated what she had done, and anxious for another course. I 
leatli to crockery. I will not go into pai*ti<;ulars, for could almost imagine T saw the ancient war-horse of 
ri(to, maeearoni,and lamp-oil, make a bad mixture ; Idumea, so finely di^scrihed by Job — his neck clothed 
iucl although the race and light betwc'oii the loadtid with thunder, l.'anst thou make him afraid as a grass- 
iianicls were rather ludicrous, the conse(iuence was by hopper? the glory of bis nostrils is terrible. Ho paweth 
no moans a pleasant thing in the desert. , iu the valley, ami roj»)icetli in his strength ; he goetli 

TJie next morning we had another camel scene, for on to meet the armed mtm. He mockctli at fear, and 
rnie of tho combatants was stretclied upon the sand, his is not aftrighted ; neitlier turneth he back from the 
beil of death. Tlie Bedouins had cxamin<*d him, and, sword. The quiver rattleth against him, the glittering 
satisfied that tho liand of death was upon him, they left spear and the shield. Be swalloweth the ground with 
liiiii to breathe Ids last alone. 'I'lic camel is to the Arab fierceness and rage ; neither believeth he that it is the 
a treasure above all prie(\ He is the only animal by sound of the trumpet. He saitli among the trumpets, 
nature and constitution framed for the desert, for he ha, ha; and he smelligh tho battle a,far off', the thunder 
alone can travel several days without eating or drink- of tho captains, and the shouting,” 

ing. Every ])art of him is useful ; his milk is their .Nothing .showe<l the hardiness of these horses more 
drink, his tlosli their food, ;ind his hair supplies mate- than their drinking. Several tiines wo came to depo- 
lijils for their rude garments ami tents. Besides this, sit<‘s of rain water left in tin; hollow of a rock, so foul 
tlu! creature is dcunostieated with tho Bedouin ; grows and dirty that f would not have given it to a dog; and 
u]) in his tent, feeds from his hand, km^els rlowii to re- while tlicir sides were white with foam, the sheik would 
celvo his burden, and rises as if ghul to carry his master; take the bits out of their mouths, and sit down with 
and, in short, is so mueli a part of a Bedouin's family, the; bridle in his liands, and let tliem drink their fill; 
that often, in speaking of himself, tlu* Bedouin will say and I could not lu Ip thinking that a regular-bred Eng- 
thathe hassomany wives, so many children, and so many lisli groom, acenstumedto insinuate a wet sj)onge in tho 
camels. All these! things considered, wlien this morning mouth of a heal<.*(l horst*, would have been amazed and 
thry knew that tlu; eanu'l must die, 1 expected, in lioiTilled at siieU a barbarian usage. Tliese two horses 
a rough way, something liki; Sterne’s picture of the old were* twedvo and tw(*iity years old respectively ; and tho 
man and his ass. But 1 saw notliliig of the kind; they h)riner was mere like a cult in playfulness and spirit, 
left him in the last stag<;s of his siraggh; with tho great and the other like a. horse of ten witli us ; and tho sheik 
enemy with as inueii imlitterence, J was going to say, told me that he could eOLint u]Km tlie services' of both 
ns if iie liad been a brute ; and he was a brute ; hut it until tJiev were tiiirlv-live. Among all the recornmen- 
was almost worth a i)assing tear to leave even a brute dations of the Arabian horse. 1 know none gri'ater than 
te die alone in the <ies('rt — one that wt; knew, tliat liad this: 1 Iiave known a man, from long habit, conceive a 
travelled with us, and formed part of our little world ; liking fora vicious jade that )io one else would mount; 
hut tlu* ouly lament the slunk niade \v;is, that they had ami one can imagine liow warm must bo the feeling, 
lost twemty <lollars, ami w(; h it him to di(; in tlu; sand. wlu‘n, year after year, tho best of Ins race is tho com- 
1 could almost havt* nmiaiiud myself to close liis eyes, panion of the \\aiideriiig Arab, and tho same animal 
The viihiinss wen; already liovoriug over him, and once may bear him from the time when he can first poise a 
i went hack and drovt; tlunii away ; but 1 have no doubt spear until his aged frame can scarcely sustain itself in 
that lu'fore tlu* poor beast was dead, tho horrid birds the saddle. 

had ])iek<'d out his ('Ves, and thrust their murderous Before leaving tho valley, wo found in one of the 
beaks into his brain. gullies a largo stone vi iiu'd iu that peculiar inamicr 

it. was, as usual, a line tlay. Siuce we left Akaha wc w!;i<di I had noticed at Tetra ; it had been washed 
had a ciMitimied succession uftlu; must delightful weather d.evn from the mountains of Wady Moussa, and the 
I had (;v(;r e\])ei'ieiiccd. 1 was, no doubt, peculiarly Arab told mo that stone of tho same kind was found 
susceptible to tlu; iiiflucuce of weather. WilhainaUuly nowhere else. Towards evening wc had crossed the 
constantly hanging xihout me, if 1 drmiijcd, a bright snii valley, and were at tlic foot of the mountains of Judea, 
and an iincloudcd sky couhl at any tinu; revive nu; ; in the direction of the soiulu;ra c.xtrcmity of the Dead 
and more tliaii once, "wlu n I havi; risen Unshed and Sea. TJiat evening, I remember, I noticed a circum- 
f<;verish, and but little refreslied w ith sleep, the clear .stance w hich called to my mind the wonderful accounts 
pure air of the morning has given men new life. LTom luuided down ti» ns by Strabo and other ancient histo- 
dragging^me leg hlow’ly afier the other, 1 liavi- fairly riaiis, of large cities built of salt having stood at tho 
jmiipcd into the saddle, and my noble Arabian, in such southern extremity of the Dead Sea and the valley 
rases, always completed what tlu; fresh air of tlu* morn- beyoiul. In the esi^pade vi our runaway camels, 
ing had b.egun. Indeed, 1 felt (hen that 1. could not be bringing about the cattustroplic which one of them had 
too thankful for those two tilings, iincoinmoiily line since’ exinated with his life, they had mingled together 
'veather and an uncommonly iim* liorst; ; and I eon- iu liorrible confusion, contrary to all the rules of art, 
sidcred that it was almost .^di ly those ( wo tliat sus- so many discordant ingredients, that a great portion of 
tallied me on that journey. It is part of the historical my larder was sjioiled ; and, among other things, salt, 
account of the BedouinV burses, tliat the mares are almost as necessary to man as bread, had completely 
1‘cvor sold. My sheik would have sold his soul for a lost its savour. But tho Bedouins, habituated to want- 
juicc; and as soon as ho saw' that I was jileased with ing almost every thing, knew where to find all that their 
iny mare, ho wanted to sell licr to mo ; an«l it was sin- barren country could give ; and one of tliem leaving tJie 
gular and amusing, in tdiaifering for tins aiiiiiial, to tents for a few moments, returned with a small quantity 
>»urk how’ one of the habits of liargain Tuakiiig peculiar that he liad pickwi up for immediate use, Indiig a cake 
b> the horse-jockey with us, existe d ill full furc“ un.ong 
the Arabs. Ho said that ho did not want, tuse’lkev; 
tkat at Cairo he had been oft'ered two hundred and fifty 
•lollars, a new dress, and arms complete, and he would 
not sell lier ; but if / wanted her, there 1 icing nothing 
ke Would not do for mo, &c., I might ^vc her. 


or encrustation aDoiit as large as the head ot a bari'cl ; 
ainl I afterwards saw regular strahi of it, and iu largo 
quuntiiics, in the sides of the mountains. 




'A" : CHAPTER XXIV. 

Ti>«.E<WldtO Caaa.— Unknown Ruin9.~A Rfisadvf'ntiire.— Poato- 

r4 Bedouins.— A Flower of the AVil(lernes3.-Tho Ravages of 

Wajf.— Testimony of nn Kyewituoss. 

Started at six o’clock the next day, the morning 
ra^er cool, thougli clear and bracing ; we wero again 
among the mountains, and at about eleven, a track 
scarcely distinguishable to my eye, turned oft* to Gaza. 
To a traveller from such a country as ours, few of tlie 
little every-day wonders he is constantly noticing strike 
him more forcibly than the character of the great 
public roads in the East. Ifo makes allowance for the 
natuml wildness of the country, tlio impossibility of 
using wheel-carriages on the ni(uintains, or horses in 
the desert as beasts of burden, but still lio is surprised 
aud disappointed. Here, for instance, w a.s a road lead- 
ing to the ancient city of Gaza, a regulav • '.van route 
for 4000 years, and yet so perfect iu the wdldnoss of 
nature, so undistinguishablo in its aj)]a\arance from 
other portions of the wildornoss around, that a stranger 
would have passsed the little opening in the rocks pro- 
bably without noticing it, and certainly without iina- 
ginuig that the wild track, of which it formed the 
entrance, would cemduct him to the hirthplaco and 
ancient capital of David, and the holy city of Jtu’usalem. 
The solitary trail of the Indian over our prairies and 
forests is more porh'ctly marked as a road tlian either 
of the great routes to Gaza or Jonisalcrn, aud vet, near 
the spot where these two road.s diverge, are the ruins 
of an ancient city. 

Little, if any tiling, has been known in modern days 
concerning tlie existence and distinguishing features 
of this road ; and it is completely a tc'rra incognita to 
modern travellers. All tlio knowledge possessed of it 
is that derived from the records of ancient hi.stt)i*y ; and 
from these w'o h'arti that in t!io lime of David and 
Solomon, tiud the later days of the Homan empire, a 
great public road existed from .Jej’usalem to AKaba, 
the ancient Kl<Jtli or Ezion-geher ; tlmt several cities 
existed upon it between these torniinating points, and 
that their ruins should still ho visibh?. Delieving that 
I am the first traveller who lias ever seen those ruins, 
none can regret more than myself my inahiliiy to add 
to the scanty stoclc of knowledge already in jiossessiMn 
of geographers. If my lieahh had permitted, I miglit 
have investigated and explorcul, noted <»bservations, and 
treasured up facts and circnmstaiiees, to place them in 
the hands of wiser men for their ctmclnsions ; but I 
was not equal to the task. The ruins wlileh 1 s.’uv were 
a confused and shapeless mass, and I rode among them 
without dismounti-Mg ; there wove no columns, no blocks 
of marble, or large stones wliich indicated any archi- 
tc?ctural greatness, and the appearance of tiie ruins 
would answov the liistorical descri])tion of a third or 
fouvth-rati^ city. 

About three hours farther on, and half a imlo from 
our path, on iho right, w'as a (juad range Irir arch -with 
a dome ; ami near it was a low stone building, also 
arched, which might have been a sinrU temple. The 
Bedouins, as usual, referred it to the times of the 
Christians. For about a mile, *111 ditfm*ent places on 
each side of us, were mounds of crumbiiiig ruins ; and 
directly on tlie caravan-track wcj came to :t> little eleva- 
^on, where were tw'o reniarkahlo wells, of the very bo^^t 
Banian workmanship, about fifty feet decj), lined Avitii 
jar^e hard .stones, as fii-m ^^nd perfect as on th*' day in 
which they were laid. The uppoririost layer, round 
the top of tho well, which was on a hw i;! with the pave- 
ment, W’as of marble, and had luarv grooves cut iu it, 
apparently worn by the l-ng-c. - thi'ucd of rfoes in 
dr ‘wiiig water. Around i ..eh (d’ tlu; wells wero ('IrcuLiv 
ranges o columns, winch, wdien the city cxisied, » ud 
the inhabitants came there to drink, might and i^robahh 
did support a roof similar to those iio\v set p iver tne 
Constantinople. No remaias oi such roof, 
howeyfM||L. 'ii'Q fixisting; and liie columns are broken, 
Hgf^rjjjjtfaem .sbmdiag not more linn three or four 
mPm^IHld the top.s seooned out to serve as troughs 


for thirs^ QOTels. On the other side, n tittle in the 
rep of the wells, in a hill oveidooking the scattered 
ruins below, which may, some hundred years ago, have 
been tlie Acropolis of the city. A strong wall seems 
to have extended aroimd the whole summit level of tlm 
hill. I remember that I rode up to tho summit, wind, 
ing around the hill, and leaped my horse over the broken 
vyall ; but there was nothing to rew’ard me for the exer- 
tion of tho undertaking. Tlie enclosure formed by the 
wall was filled with ruins, but I could give form or fea- 
turo to noiio of them; here, too, I rode among them 
witliout dismounting ; and from here I could see tlio 
whole extent of the ruins below. As in tho ruined city 
I had just pas.sed, tliere was not a solitary inhabitant 
and not a Jiving being was to be seen but my companions 
watering their camels at the ancient wells. This, no 
doubt, was another of the Roman cities ; and although 
it w’lis probably never celebrated for architectural or 
monumental beauty, it must have contained a largo 
population. 

Wo were now coming into another country, and 
leaving tho desert beJiind us; a scanty verdure was 
beginning to cover the mountains ; but tho smiling 
t>rospcct before mo was for a moment overclouded by 
ail unfortimato accident. Paid bad lent his dromedary 
to ono of the men ; and riding carelessly’ on a baggage 
camel, in ascending a rough liill the girths of the sailJlo 
gave way, and Paul, boxes, an<l baggage, all came down 
together, tlio unlucky dragoman completely buried 
under tho hurd<‘n. 1 was the first at Ids side ; and 
when I raised him up Ik? wa.s scnseles.s. I untied his 
sash, and tore open his clothe.s. 'IMie Ilodouins gathered 
around, all talking together, pulling ami Jiauliiig, and 
one of tiicm drew his .sword, and was bending over my 
prostrate interprtder, with its ])oint but a fow' inches 
from Ids thr<.>ut. J'oor I’aiil ! with his mortal antipatliy 
to Cold steel, if ho eoulil have opisied his oyt^s at that 
moment, aud seen tlio fiery orbs of the lledouius, and 
the point of a sharp sword apparently just ready t(> ho 
phiiigedinto IiIh laxly, howouhl have utti ri.'d one giviaii 
and given up the ghost. It was a startling moveim nt 
to im^; and for a inoinout 1 thought they werii going 
to employ iu Ids behalf that mercy whleii is .sometimes 
shown to a <ly ing brute, that of killing 1dm to put liim 
out of misery'. J pressed forward to shield Jiim with 
luy own laiiiy ; ami iu the eonfusion of the moimmt, and 
my inahiliiy to umlerstaml wliat they meant, ilie selll-'li 
feeling came over mo of tho entire and ahsolute lielp- 
lessuess of my own comlilioii if Faiil should die. Ihifc 
Paul was too good a Catholic to die out of 4-)ie pale of 
the chiu’eli ; lie could never liavo rested »|uietiy in liifl)’' 
grave, unless lu^ had been iaiil there amid the waltiiig 
(if incense and the clsanting of pru'sts, Tin; salV U of 
tho ])utiont often consists in the (piarrels of tlie plivni- 
eians,” .say.s Sancho Fan/.a, or some other eciually great 
authority, and perhaps tins saved 1‘aul ; the Arabs 
a •lilted to cut open Ids cloilio.s and bleed him ; but T, 
uuf. liking the looks of their Jaucets, would not sulfcr 
it ; and, hetween us both, Paul v\7ts let alone and cairns 
to hiinsel *. But it was a trying moment, while 1 was 
kneeling on the sand supporting hbs senseless hixid upon 
my knee. No parent could have waited with more 
anxiety tlie return to life of an only child, .or lover 
ivatelu'd tlio beautiful htce of hi.s adored and aw'ooning 
mi8tre.ss with more earnestness tiiau 1 did tho ghastly 
and gri.'^Ied face of my faithful follower ; aud when lie 
.dr.st opened hi.s eyes, and stared wdldly at me, the bi‘ight- 
cst emanations from tho face of beauty could not at that 
moment have kindled warmex' emotions in niy luart- 
I never thouglit 1 bhould look on his ugly face with so 
much pleasure. I put him on my horse, and took his 
dromedary ; and in half an hour wo came to a Bedouiu 
encampment, iu one of the most singular and interesting 
spots T over saw. ^ 

We should have gono on two hours longer, but I*aul a 
accident made it necessary to stop as soon as we found 

a proper place ; and 1 should I lave regretted exooedin|fly 
to T)H^‘i by this without a halt. There was soinetlimg 
h i sung even iu our manner of approaching it. Wo 



^vcro ftUtnWwy up thd side of a mountain, and w© saw physiognoiiny, Abovo all, they wore whiter ; and this, 
on a little point on the very summit tiie figure of au with the ciroumstance of the women being lessparticu* 
Arab, with hia face towards the tomb of the prophet, lar in keeping their faces covered, enabled me to pass 
kuceling and prostrating himself in evening prayer. He an hour before dark with much satisfaction. The change 
bad finished his devotions, and was sitting upon the rock from the swarthy and beai'ded visages of my travelling 
when wo approached, and found that ho had lite- companions to the comparatively fair and feminine 
rally been praying on his house top, for his habitation countenances of theso pastoral women, was striking and 
was in the rock beneath. Like almost every old man agreeable, and they looked more like homo than any 
one meets in the East, lie looked exactly the patriarch thing I hud seen for a long time, except tho cows, I 
of the imagination, and precisely as wo would paint cannot help thinking wiiat a delight it would luivo been 
Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob. Ho rose as wo .Mpproaclied, to meet, in tliat distant land, one of those beautiful 
and gave us the usual Bedouin invitation to stop and fairies, lovely in all the bewitching attractions of frocks, 
tho night with him ; and, loading us a few paces shoes, stockings, ch iui iacf>s, A:c., of whom 1 now meet 
to tho brink of the mountain, he showed us in tho valley dozens every day, wLlli tho cahu iridifierenco of a stoic, 
below tho village of his tribe. since, oven in spite <jf bare feet and dirty faces, my 

Tho valley began at tho foot of tlio elevation on heart wanned towards the women of the desert. I 
which wo stood, and lay hetwecu ranges of broken and could have taken liicin all to my arms ; but there was 
overhanging rocks, a smooth and beautiful table of one among tbeiu who might bo iiceouiited beautiful 
green, for perhaps a quarter of a mile, and beyond that oven among the beautiful women of my own distant 
distanco broke off and expanded into au extensive home. She was tall, and fairer lliau tin; most of her 
tucadow, Tho w'liole of this valley, down to the meadow, tribe ; and with the shephei'd’s crook in her iiand, she 
was filled with fioeks of sheep and goats ; and for tho -was driving lu r flocrk of goals up tho valley to the little 
first tirao since I Iqft the banks of the Nile, I saw a enclosure before the door of her rocky dwelling. There 
lierd of cows. I did not thinlc 1 should over bo guilty was no colour in her cheek, but tlnn-ij was gentleness 
of a sentinnmt'at beholding a cow, but so it was ; after in her eye, and delicacy in every feature ; and, moving 
luy long journey in tho desert, my fi-eliiigs w(n-c actually among us, she would Ite clierislied and cared fur as a 
cvcitcdto tenderness by the sight of these old acquaint- tender plant, and servaal witli all respect and love ; but 
;jj]ce 3 . hero she was a servant ; her tlays were spent in guard- 

lUit where Avero tho dwellings of tin? pa'^tors, tin* ing her flock, and at night her lender limbs were 
tents in which dwelt tho shepherds of these Hocks and stretched upon llie rinle Hour of licr rocky dwelling. I 
lards i In Egypt I had seen tho Arabs living in tombs, thought of lier much, and sho made a deep impression 
and among The ruins of touiple.s ; in the disert I have upon me; but I was prevented from attempting to 
Koeu tliein'dwolliug in tents ; but 1 bail Ji(?v(.‘r yet seen excite a covre^-pondeiit feeling in her gmitlo bosom by 
them inaking their habitations in tlie rude eroviees of the crushed state of ITiul’s ribs, and my own. inability 
the rucks. .Such, however, wtu’o llu ir habitatious h(‘re. to s}H?al: her Im/mage. 

Tlie rocks in many place-: were overhanging ; in others In the evening the men and women, or, to speak more 
there win’o chasm, s or tissuivs ; and wherever there was pastorally, tho shepherds and sheplierdesses, came up 
any thing that could afford a partial pr(»tection from one after another, with their crooks in tlieir hands and 
die wt'ather on ou(‘ sidt?, a Icnv, rough, circular wall of tlu.ir well-trained dogs, driving before tliein their seve- 
stoiie was built in front of it, and funned the aliode of ral Hocks. .Sumo entered little enclosures before 
a. largo family. Within the small cnel<;suro in front, their rude haliitations ; but many, destitute even of 
ihe woim'u \\ajro sitting winnowing or grilling grain, tbi.s miserable slielter, slept out.-sido in the open valle;y, 
or rather pounding and rubliing it between two stones, with their lloeks nrouiid them, and their dogs by tlieir 
in the same primitive manner practised of old, in the .side, presenting llie same pastoi'al scones which I had 
day.s of the putriarclis. We d<‘scemled and pitclied onr s<> ofien looked upon among the mountains of Greece; 
tents in tho middle of the valh'y ; and my first business but uuliapj'ily, lc..‘rt‘, a.s tJiore, the .sliopherds and shep- 
va.s to inahe sumo liot tea fur Ikiul, i*oll Inm up in lierdesses «lu in.t in the least res(mible the Chloes and 
liiankots and cuverh i.s, and thus repeat ilio sweatitig IMiillisos of poetic dreams. lu the evening we seated 
operation that had dune him so much good before, lie ourselves round a kirgo howl of cracked corn and milk, 
was badly hurt, and very miieh K'" A '“i Tho boxes so Ihh^k as to be taken with tlio hands, unaided by a 
liutl fallen upou him, and the butth hea.'y g.iu, which spoon nr ladle, followcnl liy a Rinoking marmite of stewed 
Jio held ill Jus left hand, had struck wiili all the mo- k’.u ; and after this oxereho of liospitality to the straii- 
inentum of its fall against his breast. He thought his gers, some withdrew t.o their rocky dwellings, others 
ribs were all broken ; and when I ])er.suadLd him that laid themselves down around tho lire, and I retired to 
Ihey were as good us over, he was sure there was my tent. All jiight I heard from every part of tho 
some inward bruise, that would he follow* .! by m.'rtili- v.illey the lowing rd' cattU', the bleating of lambs and 
cation ; and until w o sei-aratcd, especially wlieu w e bad goats, and tlio loud barking of the watcli-dog. 

.any hard w'ork befon? us, bo continued to complain of Early in tlio morning, while tlie stars were yet in 
his hurt.s by this uulucky misadventure. the sky, I wa.s up ami out of my tent. The Hocks were 

Having disposed of Haul, I strode out to examiiio still quiec, and tlic shepherds aiul shepherdesses were' 
more particularly the straugo and hUore'^liug scene in still sleej)ing with the bai’c earth for their bed, and tho 
the midst of which wo were. The liabitation.s in tho canopy of heaven thee only covering. One after the 
crevices of tlio rocks, bad a.s they would be considered other they awoke ; and as tho day was breaking, tlioy 
any whero els(‘, I found nmcli more comfortable than were milking the cow's and goats, and at broad day- 
most of the huts of the Kj;vptiaiw on tho bauk.s of tho light they were again moving, with their crooks and 
Nile, or tho rude tents of* the Bedouins. It w'as not dogs, to tlio pasture-ground at tho foot of the valley, 
sheer poverty that drove these shepherds i o take shelter Wo set otf at an early hour, Paul again on my Imrse, 

in tlio rocks, for they were a tribe mort; than 300 strong, and [ on his dromediu'y ; tho patriai‘chal figure who 
and had Hocks and herds such as are seldom soon among had welcomed being tho last to speed mo on my way. 
the Bedouins ; and they were far better ckul, and bad At ov(;vy step wo were now putting tho desert beliind 
the appearanco of being bettor led, than my worthy com- us, and advancing into a better country. We had spent 
panions. Indeed, they were a dift’erent race from our last night in the wilderness, and were now ap- 
iniue ; and here, on the borders of tho desert, I was preaching the Holy Land ; and no pilgrim ever ap- 
again struck with what had so forcibly Impressed me proached its border's with a more joyous and thankful 
in crossing tho borders of Ethiopia, the strong and licart than mine. 

J'larked dififerenco of races in the Etist, The Bedouins' At niuo o’clock we camo to another fie ld of ruins, 
amongwhora wo were encamped were tailor, stouter, and where tho relics of an Arab village were miiiglod with 
had longer faces than the El Alou ins; an<lsoTuetiDi<?s I those of a Uonian city. The hands oT the difierent 
thought I saw in them strong oiarHs. of tho Jewish builders and residents were visible among them ; two 





8(|tiare 'buildmgs of largo Roman stone were still stond- 
ing like towerS) while all the rest had fiillen to pieces, 
end the stones which once formed the foundations of 
palaces were now worked up into fences around holes in 
the rocks, the burrowing-places of the miserable Arabs. 

And here, too, we saw the tokens of man’s inhu- 
manity to man ; the thunder of war had been levelled 
against the wretehed village, the habitations were in 
ruins, and the iiiliabitants whom the sword had spred 
were driven out and scattered no one knew whither. 
On the borders of the Holy Land wc saw tliat Ibra- 
him I’aclia, the great .Egyptian soldier, whose terrible 
war-cry had been heard on the ])lains of Egypt and 
among the mountains of Greece?, in the deserts of Syria 
and under tlie walls of Constantinople, was ruling the 
conquered country with the same rod of iron which his 
father swayed in Egypt, lie had lattdy been to tliis 
frontier village with ti»e brand of war, and burning and 
desolation had marked his ]);itli. 

Soon after, wo came to an inhabited village, the first 
since we loft Cairo. Like tlio ruined and deserted vil- 
lage we had left, it was a mingled exhibition of ancient 
greatness and modern povt'rty ; and probably it was a 
continuation of the same ruinecl Roman city. A large 
fortress, forming part of a battlement, in good preser- 
vation, and fragments of a wall, formed the nucleus of 
a village, aromnl which the inhabitants had built tliem- 
selves huts. The rude arti/ans of the pr(?sent <iay knew 
nothing of the works which tlu;ir predecessors had built ; 
and the only care they had for them was to pull them 
down, and with the fragmeut.s to build for themselves 
rude hovels and enclosures; and the sculptured stones 
which once formed the ornaments of lb>man ])alaces, 
were now worked up into fences around holes in the 
ground, tlm poor dwellings of the miserable Arabs. 

The stranger from a more favoured land, in looking 
at the tenants of these wretched habitations, <?amiot 
help thanking his God that his lot is not like theirs. 
"When I rode through, the whole po})ulation had eciiwled 
out of their holes aud hidirg-jdaccs, and were basking 
ill the warmth of a suinmor’s siui ; and I could not help 
seeing the kindly haml of a benefactor in giving to them 
wiiat ho lias deni<?d to us, a idimate where, for the 
greater part of tin; year, tliey may spend their wliok? 
days ill the open air, and even at niglit hardly need the 
shelter of a rot>f. 'J'his is probably tlie last of the citi(?s 
which once stood on tlie great Homan road from J<;rii- 
salem to Akaba. While riding among the ruins, and 
slojipirig for a moment to talk with some of the Arabs, 
1 saw on the left, in the .side of a mountain, an open 
door like those of the tombs in i'igyjit ; a simple oritice, 
without any ornament or sculpture. A woman was 
coming out with a child in her arms, a palpable indica- 
tion that hert?, too, the abodes of tin; dead were used as 
habitations by the living. In Raur.s disiibled .state I 
could ask no questions, and I did not .stop to explore. 

1 cannot leave this interesting ri'gioii w'ithont again 
expressing my I’egrct at ])eing able to add so little to 
the stock of useful knowledge. 1 can only testily to tin? 
existence of the ruins of citie.s whi(?h have Ijeen known 
only in tlie books of liistorians, and I (?an bear witness 
to tin? fle.solation that reigns in if dom. J can do more?, 
not with the .spirit of scoHing at pro])hecy, but of one 
who, in the .strong cvidenc(? of the fulfilment of predic- 
tions uttered by tlic voice of insj>iration, has seen and 
felt the evidences of the sure foundation of tlio Cliri.s- 
tian faith ; and having I’egard to what 1 have already 
said in reierence to the intcrprctiitioii of tin* prophecy, 

None shall pas.s tlirough it for ever and ev(;?r,” J can 
that 1 have pas'acd lirmufjfi i1n^ land of Idumea. 

-My route was not open to the o'l' jein.hju made t*) that of 
Burckliardt, the travelk . who eauie luwrejst to passing 
(htintgh tho land ; tor he entercil from Damascu.'j, on 
the east side of the Head Sea, and stiniek the borders cf 
Eddni at such a point that literally he ('aimor besaio to 
have passed through it. ^Vty route, tlieix iore, is not 
opn to. the critical objections made to his ; and beyond 
^ all pe Milktt ure i did pa^'s directly through the land of 
crossing its northern and 


sonthom larder ; and unless the two Englhilimon and 
Italian beforo referred to passed on this same route x 
am tlie only person, except the wandering, Arabs, who 
ever did pass through the doomed and forbidden Edom 
beholding with his own eyes the fearful fulfihncnt of the 
terrible denunciations of an otFended God. And though 
I did pass through and yet was not cut off, God forbid 
that 1 should count the prophecy a lie. No ; even 
though I had been a confirmed sceptic, I had seen 
enough in wandering with the Bible in my hand in that 
unpeopled desert to tear up the very foundations of 
unbelief, and scatter its fragments to the winds. In my 
judgment, the words of the prophet are abundantly 
fulfilled in the de.struction and desolation of the ancient 
Edom, and the complete and eternal breaking up of a 
great public highway ; and it is neither necessary nor 
useiul to extend the denunciation against a passiu<» 
traveller.^ 

CHAPTER XXV. 

Approach to ircbron.—A Sick Governor.— A Prescription atRan- 
dr»m. — Hospitality of tho Jews,— Finale with the Bedouins.— A. 
Storm. — A Cjihu after tho Storm. — V'enality of the Arabs,— 
Hebron.— A Coptic Cliribthui.— Story of tho Jtabbi.— Profejj. 
bional J'hnployment. 

I HAD followed the wandering jiath of tho children of 
Israel from the land of Egypt and the liouse of bondage, 
to the borders of the pronu.scd land ; Jiad tracked them 
in their miraculous passage across the Red Sea to the 
mountains of Sinai, tlu’ough tho great and terrihle 
wild(‘riK.*ss that leadeth to Kadc.sh Baruca and among 
the stony mountains tlirough wliicli 1 was noiv jouniL'y- 
ing must have been the Kade.sh, in tho wild(,*rnfss of 
Paran, from which Mo.ses sent the ten chosen men to 
spy out the laud of Canaan, who went “ unto the brook 
of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch with ono 
clii.stcr of grapes, and bare it bi.'tweeii two ujion astaif; 
and though they brought of the pom<;granaU;s and figs, 
and said that surely the land llowetl with milk and liomiy, 
and the.se wei’o the fruits ther<M>f, yet brought up siicli 
an evil report of the land that it ate up tlie inhabitants 
thereof, and of tlie sons of Anak, tin? giants tliat dwelt 
therein, tliat the heart.s of tin? Isratilites .sunk within 
them ; tlicy murmured against Aloses ; jind fur their 
muiinurings they were sent back into the wilderness ; 
and tln-ir earcass«‘H, from twenty year.4 old and upward, 
were doomed to fall in the wdldenie.s.s, and the chilclrcn 
of tJie nmrnmrers to wainler forty years before they 
should enter tlio land of promist'.” — Nnmber.s, xiii, ‘2.'h 
I followed in the track of the s})ic?s ; and tliough I saw 
not the Vale of Eslicol witli its grapes and ji^niegva- 
nutes, neither did 1 see the sons of Anak, the giants of 
the land. Indeed, the men of Anak could not have made 

^ Keith’s celebrated treatise on the Prf>phecic.shnsp;i.sscd through 
fourteen editioriH, diffeiiog hi » *'Tno few particulars. In tho sixth 
!ition ho says that fsir Freilenek Jlenniker, in his notes tkitcl 
from Mount Si! lai, states that Seetzen, onavchHclof paper pasted 
against the wall, notifies his having pcnetrati'fl tho country ia a 
(lireet lin • between tho Dead Sea aud Aloiint Sinai (through 
Idumea), /» rouU', m rrr before acvomplMu’d. lu a note to the same 
eiliiion, tho learned divine says — ‘'Kot even tho cases of two 
individuals, Ncetzeu and Burckhardt, can bo stated up at all op* 
powd to tlio literal interprotution of tho prophecies. Seetzendiil 
iuUeiHl paas through Idumea, and Burckhardt traversed a CHmsi- 
dorablo part of it ; but the former mot his death not long after 
tho completion of his journey through Idumea (ho diwlnt Akaba, 
fcTijqjosed to h.av«j been poisoned) ; tho latter never recovered from 
the effects of tho hard.shlps and privations which ho suflVivd 
there; and without even oommenoing tho exclusive design which 
ho hud in view, namely, to explore the interior of Africa, to 
which all hia jouriiuyiiigs in Aala were merely Intended as pro- 
paratory, he died at Cairo. Xoither of them lived to return to 
Kurope. ‘ I will cut off' J font Mount Seir him that paucth out and 
him that ivturnrth."* In tho edition whicli I saw on tho Nile* 
And w'hich first tuirned ray niton tion to the route through Idumea, 
I have no reooUection of having soon any reforenco to Seetaen. 
It may havo been tUore, however, without my portioulatte^P®* 
tieing 5t i as, when I read it, 1 had but little cxpcotatlQli(^^l®S 
. >io nycclf to undortako the route. ...vm 





jnetnim badk from ihelanj of p)?otniso* I was soheartily 
tired of the dosert and mv Bedouin companions, thafc I 
vrould have thrown myself into the arras of the giants 
thomBelves for relief. And though the mountains wore 
aa yet stony and barren, they were so green and beauti- 
ful by comparison with the desert I liad left, tliat the 
conviction even of ranch greater dangers than 1 liad 
yet encountered could hardly have driven me back. 
The Bedouins and the Fellahs about Hebron are 
regarded as the worst, most turbulent, and desperate 
Arabs under the goveruniont of the pacha ; hut as 1 
ni(*t little parties of them coining out towards the froii- 
tior, they looked, if such a character can be conceived 
of Arabs, like quiet, respectable, orderly citizens, when 
compared with niy wild protectors ; and th(?y greeted 
us kindly and cordially as we ])asscd them, and seemed 
to welcome us once more to the abodes of men. 

As we approached Hebron, the sheik became more 
and more civil ancl obsequious ; and before we came in 
siglit of tlie city, he seeiiuid to have some misgivings 
fthout entering it, and asked me to secure protection 
from the governor for that night for himself and men, 
which I did not liositate to promise. I was glad to be i 
approaching again a place under the established govern- ' 
ment of tlie ])acha, where, capricious and despotic as 
was the exercise (if power, 1 was snixj (jf protection j 
against the exactions of iny Bedouins; and the reader | 
may judge of the difierent degrees of security existing j 
in these ix.'gions, from being told that I looked to the 
pi'otection of a Turk as a guarantee against the rapa- 
city of an Arab. After <;]ainbering over a rocky iiioiin- 
t.'iin, wo came down into a vailey, Ijouudcd on all sides, 
and apparently sliut in by stony mountains. Wo fol- 
lowed the valley for more tlian an hour, finding the 
land good and well cultivated, with abuiidanee of gra])cs, 
vines, and olives, as in tlie day when the spies wmt by 
Moses entered it; nnd I can only wonder that, to a 
Ijardy and warlike jicopio like tiu' T.si*aelites, after a 
long journey in tin* desert, the rich products of Hebron 
dhl not ]>n,*scnt more powH'rful eonsidi'ratious than the 
cUmity of tlie mi'ii of Anak. We turned a. point of tlie 
nioimtaiii to the h.ft ; and at the extrcino end of the 
valley, on the .side? of a hill, bounding it, stands the little 
(viy of llcbrim, the anchmt eai>ilal of the kingdom of 
David. But it hears no traces of the glory of its Jewish 
king. Thunder and lightning, and earthquaki‘s, wars, 
pestilence, and famine, have pas.sed over it ; and a small 
lowu of white houses, compactly built on the side of the 
inountain, a mosque and two minarets, arc all that mark 
tlie aiitient city of Hebron. 

As soon as; w'e came in sight of the city, the sheik di.s- 
inoimted ; and arranging his saddle, made Paul take 
back his dromedary and give, me my horse ; and plaeiiig 
me on his right hand, and drawing up the caravan witli 
tile order and precision of a troop of “ regulars,” w'o 
made a dashing entry. It was on Friday, xlie Mnssul- 
liiaii’s Sabbath ; and several liuii<ired women, in huig 
white dresses, W'ere sitting among the tombs of the 
Turkisli bnrying-ground, outside the walls. We juussod 
this buryjng-groitiid and a large square fountain con- 
nected with the ancient city, being regarded at this day 
as one of the works of Solomon ; and leaving the bag- 
gage camels at tlie gate, with our horses and drome- 
(Jarios oh full gallop, wc dasliod through the narrow 
^itreets up to tlie door of the eiiadel, and, in uo very 
modest tom?, demanded an audience of the governor, | 
fhe Turks and Arai».s are proverbial fr.r tlie indifJe- 
rcnco with which they look upon every thing ; and 
lliough J knew that a stranger coming from the desert 
'vas a rare object, and ouglit to excite some attention, 

1 wjuj amused and somewhat surprised at Mie extraor- 
dinary seimtion our appearance created. Men stopped 
m tlie midst of their business ; the lazy groups in the 
cafes sprang up> and workmen threw' down their tools 

run out and stare at us. I was surprised at this ; 

I afterwards learned that, since the pacha had dis- i 
am^d all Syria, and his subjects in tliat j^art of his I 
do^ihions wore arms only by atoalth, it was a strange I 
‘‘‘ndfistartling occurrence to see a party of lawless Be- j 


donins corning in the desert^ armed to the ieetli^ 
and riding boldly up to the gates of the citadel. 

The janizary at the door told us that the governor 
was sick and asleep, and could not be disturbed. He 
was, however, a blundering fellow ; and after a few 
moments’ parley, without giving his master any notice, 
he Imd us all standing over the sleeping invalid. Tim 
noise of oiir entering and the clang of onr weapons 
roused him ; and staring round for a moment, leaning 
on his elbow, lu; fixed liis eyes on tJie sheik, and witli 
a voice the like of wlucli can only issue from the bot- 
tom of a 'lurk’s throat, tlmiuUjred out, Who are vou?” 
'rile sheik was for a iiiomciit confounded, and made no 
answer. “ Who are you rf;it(?ratcd the governor, in 
a voice even louder than befon*. “1 am Ibrahim 
Pacha’s man,’’ said the sln^ik. “ 1 know that,” answered 
the governor ; “none but Ibrahim Pacha’s men flare 
come hero ; but have* you no name “ Slioik FI 
Aloiiin,” said tlu? Arab, with tlie )>ri(te of a chief of 
Bedouins, and looking lor a moment as if ho stood in 
the desert at the head of his lawless tribe. “ I con- 
ducted tlie paclia’s caravan to Akaba ;” and pointing 
to me, “ I have conducted safe through all the bad Arabs 
Abdel Hasis, the friend of the pacha;” and tluMi tlie 
governor, like a wild animal baulked in his spring, 
turned his eyes from the sheik to me, as for the lirst 
time sensible of my presence. I showerl him my fir- 
man, and told him that I'did not mean to give liim 
much trouble; that all 1 wanted was that he would 
send me on immt'diutely to Betlileliem. 

I had no wish to stop at Hebron, though tlie first 
city in the Holy Laml, and hallowed by liigli and holy 
a.ssociations. The glory of the houno of David had h>r 
ever departed. I was anxious to pnt an oiitpo.st )>e- 
tweou myself and the destu-t ; and J laid an indefinubic 
longing to sleep my lirst night in the Holy Laml in the 
city where our Saviour was born. But tln^ governor 
positively refuseil to let me go that afternoon : lie said 
[ that it was a bad road, and that a .Jev\ had been rohh<‘d 
j a few days before on liis way to Bethi(*lii‘m ; and again 
lying down, lie silenced all objeelions wirli the eter.’uil 
but liatefiil M'ord, “Bokhara, l)«>khar;!” — “To-morr«.w, 

' t<»-morrow.” .Seeing there was no help for me, 1 inado 
I the best of it, and asked liim b) inrnisli me with a place 
to lodge in that night. He immediately gave orders to 
tlio janizary ; ainl as I was rising to leave, asked mo 
if 1 eonld not give him some medicine. I had some 
expectation and souks fear of this, and would have 
avoided it if I could. I hadofttsu drugged and physicked 
a connnoii Arab, but had never been called upon to 
prescribf* for such puns porcelain of the eartli as a 
goverimr. Nevertheless, I ventured my un.skilful hand 
upon him; and having with all due gravity a.sked liis 
symptoms, and felt his pulse, and made him stick out 
his tongue till he could hardly get it back again, I 
looked down his tln-oat, and into liis eyes, and covering 
him up, told him, with as much solemnity as if I wau 
licensed to kill secundum artcni, that I would send him 
some medicine, with the necessary directions for taking 
it. I was quite equal to the governor’s ca.se, for I saw 
that he had merely half killed himself with eating, and 
wanted clearing out, ^nd I had with mo emetics and 
cathartics that I well knew were capable of clearing out 
a whole regiment. In the cour.se of the evening he 
sent his janizary to me ; and, expecting to be off before 
ilayliglitjl gave liim a double emetic, with very precise 
directions for its use ; and I afterwards learned that, 
during its operation, his wrath had waxed warm against 
me, but in tlie morning ho was so much better tliat Jie 
wa^ ready to do me any kindness. 

'rhis over, I followed the janizary, who conducted 
mo around outside the walls and through the hurvir.g- 
groiuid, whore the women were scattered in groups 
among the tombs, to a distant and separate quarter of 
the city. I had no idea where he was taking me ; but 
I had not advanced a horse's length in the narrow 
streets before their peculiar costume and pliysioguo- 
mies told mo that I was among the nnluippy remnant 
of a fallen people, tho persecuted and despised Israel- 




itejj; ; tetrtoved from the Turkish ouai^r, ] 

ae if the elightost contact with this once- favoured people 
'would contaminate the bigoted follower of tlie prophet. 
The governor, in the haughty epirit of a Turk, pro- 
hably thought that tho house of a Jew was a fit placo 
for the repose of a Christian ; and following tlie janizary 
through a low range of narrow, dark, and filthy lanes, 
mountings, and turnings, of which it is impossible to 
give any idea, with the whole Jewish population turning 
out to review us, and the sheik and all Ids attendants 
with their long swords clattering at iny heels, 1 was 
conducted to the house of the chief Rabbi of Hebron. 

If 1 had had iny choice, these were the very persons 
I would liavc selected for iny first acquaintances in the 
Holy Laud. The desct'udants of Israel were fit per- 
sons to welcome a stranger to tho ancient city of tlieir 
fathers ; and if they had been then sitting under the 
shadow of the throne of David, they could not have 
given me a w'ariner reception. It may be that, stand- 
ing in the same relation to the Turks, alike the victims 
of perst?cution and contempt, they forgot tho great cause 
w'hich had torn us apart and made us a separate people, 
and felt only a sympathy for tho object of mutual 
oppression. But whatever was tho cause, 1 shall never 
forg(it tho kindness with which, as a stranger and 
Christian, I was received hy tlio Jews in the capital of 
their ancient kingdom ; and I look to my reception hero, 
and by the monks of Mount »Sinai, as among the few 
bright spots ill iny long and dreary pilgrimage through 
the desert. 

1 had seen enough of the desert, and of the wild 
spirit of freedom whieh men talk of without knowing, 
to make me cling more fondly than ever oven to the 
lowest gra<le of civilisation ; and 1 could have sat down 
that night, provided it was under a roof, with the 
fiercest Mussulman, .ns in a family circle. Judge, then, 
of my satisfaction at being welcomed from the desert 
by tho friendly and liospitahlc Israelites. Returned 
once more to the occupation of our busy, moucy-making 
life, floating again U})on tho stream of business, and 
carried away by the cares and anxictii's whicli agitate 
every portion of our stirring community, it is I’cfresh- 
ing to turn to the few brief moments whej.' far otlun* 
thoughts occupied my mind ; and my speculating, 
scheming friends and fellow-citi/.eiis would havcsiuile<l 
to see me that night, with a Syrian dress and long 
beard, sitting cross-li'ggod on .a divan, with the chief 
rtibbi of the Jews at JlcJirnn, .and half the .synagogue 
around us, talking of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as of 
old and mutual friends. I 

With the few moments of daylight tli.at i*emaim-(l, | 
my Jewisli friends conducted me around their miserable 
quarter. They had few lions to sho>v me, but they 
took mo to their synagogue, in which an old white- 
bearded Israelite was teacliing some prattling children 
to read the laws of Moses in the language of their 
fathers; andwlien the sun was setting in the west, and 
the Muezzin from the top of the minaret wa.s calling 
the sons of the faithful to evening prayers, the old 
rabbi and myself, a Jew and a Christ an, were sitting 
on tho roof of the little synagogue, looking out as by 
stealth upon the sacreil mosque containing the hallowed 
ashes of their patriarch fathers. The Turk guards the 
door, and tlie Jew and tlie Christian arc not permitted 
to enter ; and the old rabbi was pointing to the diffe- 
rent parts of the mosque, where, as he told me, under 
tombs adorned with cai pi^ts of silk and goM, re sted the 
xnortal remains of Abraham. Tsaac, and Jacob. 

But to return to my Itedouin companions. The 
sheik and his whole suite had bijOii foliowiag <doflc at 
xny heels, through the n.uTow hu es arc’i streets, up to 
very doors of the synagoguo ; and their swarthy 
fignr^ their clattering swords, and grim visages, pre- 
vented nay seemg the face of many a Hebrew maiden. 

I expocteu a scene with them at parting, an X was not 
disappoit^^* Returning to tho rabbi’s, they followed 
m e after a few preliminaries, I 

pnee of the cameds, and laid down a 
each separately. Not one nf i 


touched all look^ the money and at me idtet?. 
nately, without speaking a word (it wasabhut ten times 
as much as 1 would have had to pay for the same ser- 
vices any where else) ; and the sheik seemed uncertain 
what to do. The janizary, however, whose presence I 
bad almost forgotten, put liimself forward as an actor 
in the scene ; and half drawing his sword, and rattling 
it back into its scabbard, swore that it was a vile ex- 
tortion ; that the governor ought to know it ; and that 
the firman of the pacha ought to protect a stranger. 
This brought tho sheik to a decision ; and taking up 
his own portion, and directing the rest to do the samv; 
lie exprc.sse(i himself satisfied, and, without moving 
from his placo, betook himself to smoking. It was 
evident, however, that ho was not altogether content • 
and the janizary leaving us soon after, hardly had tho 
rattling of his steel scabbard died away along the nar- 
row passage, when they all turned upon me, and gave 
voice to their dissatisfaction. 1 told them that I had 
paid them an enormous price, much more than the 
sheik liud spoken of at Cairo ; that 1 had brought with 
me more money than he had given me to understand 
would bo necessary, and that it was all gone ; that it 
was impossible to give them any more, for 1 had it not 
to give. In fact, 1 had paid them extr.avagantly, but 
far below their extravagant expectations. One would 
not have come for ‘200 dollars, another for 100, &c. j 
and from the noise and clamour which they made here, 
1 am well .satisfitid that, if tho denouement liad taken 
placo in the desert, they would have searched for them- 
selves whether there w'as not something left in tho 
bottom of my trunk ; and from what happened .after- 
wards, I am very sure that tlioy would liave stripp(?d 
me of my '.rurkish plumage ; but now 1 was perfectly 
.safe. I considered a Turliish governor good protection 
against tho rapacity of a Bedouin Ai*al). 1 did not oven 
fear tiieir future vengeance, for 1 know that they did 
not dare set their feid outside of any gate in lltd)nm, 
except that which opened to their own tents in tho 
tlesert ; they s-^'emed to think that they had let me i^p 
through their tingi-rs ; and wlnui they pushed me to 
desperation, I told them that I did not care whetlior 
they were satisfied or not. As 1 rose, the sheik fell ; 
and when 1 began working myself into a passion at his 
exorbitant demand, ho fell to begging a dolhii* t,wo, 
in such moving terms that 1 could not resist. 
tinued yielding to liis potty extortions, until^, ha^^g 
.ascertained tlm expense, 1 found that I ha4 n^V‘i 
ilollar more than miougli to carry me to Jei^al<^n ; 
and at this moment he consumniatod his inipud||||p hy 
bogging my dress from off* my back. ' Tlio dri'S^fws of 
no groat value ; it had not cost much when .and 
was travel-worn and frayed wdth liard usage it 
had a value in my eyes from the mere circumstatice of 
having been worn iqioii this journey. I had given him 
nearly all my tent equipage, arms, ammunition, ocr., 

' nd 1 liail borne with all his twopenny extortions ; but 
lie urgo*d and insisted, and begged and entreated, watli 
so much }>ortinacity, that my jmtience w'as exhausted, 
.and I to’d him that 1 had borne witli him long enough, 
and that he and hi.s whole tribe might go to the d— 1. 
'Phis waas not very courteous or dignified between 
trcaty-inakiug powiirs ; but considiiring that tho im- 
mediate subject of negotiation was an old silk dress, 
and tho parties were a single individual and a horde of 
Redouins, it may perhaps be allowed to p.ass. All the 
nice web of diplomacy was now broken ; and all spring- 
ing at the same moment to our feet, the whole gr<>yP 
stood fronting me, glaring upon me like so many w'jM 
beasts. Now the long-smothered passion broke out ; ana, 
wild and clamorous as tho Arabs always were, I haj 
never seen tliem so perfectly furious. They raved like » ! 
many bedlamites ; and the sheik, with torrents of vocjj^ 
femtion and reproach, drew from his bosom the 
he had accepted as his portion, dashed it on the nooWj 
and, swearing that no Frank should ever pass 
his country again, poured out upon a volley » 
curses, and, grindiug his te etj|^]gi th 



then Kie saying ; but I optiH judge, istened till I board the last clattering of their armouiv 

fjom the almost diabolical expression of his face, that and I never saw nor do 1 ever wish to see them again, 
be was not paying mo very handsome compliments ; 1 am sorry to entertain such a feeling towards any who 
and Ifolt a convulsive movement about the extreme end have been the companions of my wanderings, and 1 
of my fpot, and had advanced a step to help him down hardly know another instance, from the English noble- 
Stairs, but his troop followed him close ; and 1 do not [iian down to a muleteer or boatman, at parting with 
Ijiiow how it is, but when one looks long ut the ugly whom 1 have not felt a certain degree of regret. But 
figure of a Bedouin, he is apt to foiygo a purpose of when I parted with the Bedouin chief, though he kissed 
vengeance. There is something particularly truculent me on both cheeks, though ijc gave me his signet and 
and pacifying in their aspect. lias mine in return, ami though four Arabian girls are 

A moment after he had gone, I was exc(;odiiigly sorry ready for me whenever I choose to put my trust in 
for what hud happened, particularly on aceouiu t)f his Alohammed and Sheik El Aiouin. it was delightful to 
oath that no European should ever pass through his think that 1 should never see his face again, 
country. I felt unhappy in the idea that, when 1 ex- One by one I hud seen the many illusions of my 

pected to be the pioneer in opening a new and interest- w'aking dreams fade away ; the gorgeous pictures of 
ing route, 1 had become the means of more ettectually oriental scones melt into iiothiug ; but 1 had still clung 
closing it. With a heavy heart, I told l^iul that 1 must to the })rimitive simplicity and purity of the children of 
have another interview ; that tlie old dress must go, the desert, their teiuperauee and abstinence?, their con- 


arid any thing else I. had ; and, in short, that 1 must have 
peace upon any terms. To dispose of this business 
without mixing it with other things : in about an hour 
the sheik returned with his brother, and, walking up 
to me and kissing my hand, told mo that he had just 
heard of a robbery on the road to Jerusalem, and came 
to tell me of it ; and looking me in the face, added that, 
when he luul g<tt back to his lent, hi? felt unhappy at 
having left me in anger •, that he had been so used to 
sitting with mo, that ho could not remain away, &e. tStc. 

I was not to be outdone ; and looking him back again 
in the face, 1 introduced him to my Jewish compamous 
as my dearest friend, the chief of the tribe of El Alouins, 
who had protected me with his life through the dangers 
of the desert, .and to whoso held arm tliey were in- 
debted for the privili'ge tliey then enjoyed of seeing 
Tuy face. The sneik looked at mo as if lie thought me 
iu'earnest, and liiniseU entithid t<f all that I had said ; 
and, S4atisiied so far, ho sat down and smoked his pipe, 
and at parting disclosed the object of his visit, by ask- 
ing me for a letter of rceommendation to the consul at 
Cairo, and to the friends of whom 1 had before spoken 
as inteinling to follow me to J’etra. (Had to patch up 
a peace, I told him to come to me early the next iiiorn 
ing, and 1 would settle every thing to his satisfacliou. 
Before I was awake, Ite was shaking me by the shoulder. 

I jumped up, and roused Paul ; and now wishing to re- 
tli.xan my ungraciousness of llio day before, 1 may say 
literally that 1 parted my raim(?nt among them,*’ and 
gave away pretty much every thing I hail tixcept my 
Kuropeun clothes, completing my present with a double- 
barrelled gun, railier given to bursting, whicli 1 gave 
the sheik's brother. The shiiik had clianged his lone 
altogether, and now told me that he loved me as a 
bro^i^j and, pointing to the brother at his side, that 
he loiW me as well as him; and with great warmth 
assured me, that if I would turn Mussulman, and ooine 
and liv^ with him in his tents in the wdkleriiess, he 
Would give me for wives four of tlie most beautiful 
girls of hia tribe. He did not confine bis offers to me, 
but told r^o that he would receive, guard, and pmtecl 
any of my friends :us if they were of liis <>wn blood ; 
and warming with his ow n generosity, or perhaps really 
feeling a certain degree of kin<iuei.s, he asked me lor 
Some symbol or sign which should be perpetual between 

stick of seaiing-wax and a lighted lamp were on the 
low table before me. I made a huge plaster with the 
sealing-wax on a sheet of coarse brown paper, and, 
stantping it with the stock of my pistol, chased and 
carved in the Turkish fashion, 1 gave him a seal with 
such a device os would havb puzzled the professors of 
heraldry, telling him that, when any one came to him 
'vith this seal, he miglit know he was a frioiid of mine ; 
and I added, tlwt 1 would never send any one without 
plenty of money ; so that any one who visits the Sheik 
El Aiouin with my recommendation, must expect to 
tuake up for my deficicuicies. . we bade each 

other farewell, the sheik and tliijK^iiole of his swarthy 
J^mpanions Idssing me on bothf^gides of my face. 1 
looked as long as th^oontinued in olght, 


tent«‘il poverty .'lud contempt for luxuries, as approach- 
ing the true nobility of man’s nature, and sustaining 
the poetry of the “ land of the J’^ast.” But. niy last 
iream was bri»keii ; and 1 never saw anumg the wan- 
Jerers of the desert any traits of character or any habits 
<d‘ life whicli did not make me prize and value more tho 
privileges of civilisation. 1 had been more than a 
month alone with the Bedouins ; and to say nothing of 
their manners, exeluding women from all compauion- 
sliip ; dipping their lingers up to the knuckles in the 
same dlnh ; eating shee)»s’ insides, and sleeping under 
tents crawling with vermin engendered by their fflthy 
habits, their temperance and frugality are from neces- 
sity, not from choice ; for in their nature they arc 
gluttonous, and will eat at anytime till they are gorged 
of w'hatever they can get, and then lie down and sleep 
like brutes. 1 have sometim(?s amused myself with 
trying tlie variety of their ajipelites, and 1 never knew 
them refuse any thing that could be eaten. Their 
stomach was literally their god, and the only ch.ance of 
doing any thing witli them was by first iiutking to it a 
grateful offering ; instead of scorning luxuries, they 
would eat sugar as hoys do sugar-candy ; and i am I'cry 
sure, if they could have got poundcake, they would never 
have eaten their own coarse bread. 

One might expect to liiid these children of Nature 
free from the reproach of civilised life, the love of gold. 
But, fellow'-citizi'iis ami feliow-worshijipersi.f Mammon, 
hold up your Jieads ; this rejiroach must not be coa- 
fined to you. Jt would have been a pleasing thing to 
me to tiiid among the Arabs of the desert a slight simi- 
larity of taste and pursuits with the denizens of ray 
ii.n ive city ; and in llie early devel()])einent.s of a thirst 
for aeqni^,itiou, I would l;ave hailed the embryo spirit 
whicli might one day lead to stock and exchange boards, 
and laying out city lots around the base of Mount Sinai 
or the excavated loty of I’etra. But tho savage was 
already far beyond the civilised man in his appetite for 
gold ; and though brought uj) in a school of hungry and 
thirsty disciples, and know ing many in my native city 
who regard it as the one thing needful, 1 blush for 
myself, for my city, ami for them, when I say that I 
never siiw' one amoii‘^ them who could be compared 
with the .Bedouin ; I never saw anything like the expres- 
sion of face with which a Bedouin looks upon silver or 
gold. M'lien he asks for bucksheesh, and receives the 
glittering metal, his eyes sparkle wdth wild delight, his 
lingers clutch it with eager rapacity, and he skulks 
away like the miser, to coimt it over alone, and hide it 
from all other eyes. 

Hebron, one of the oldest cities of Canaan, is now a 
small Arab town, containing seven or eight hundred 
Arab families. The present inhabitants are the wildest, 
most lawless, and desperate pckiple in the Holy Laud ; 
and it is a singular fact, that' t)iey sustain now the same 
mutinous character with tlie rebels of ancient days, who 
armed with David against Saul, and with Absalom 
against David. In tbo late des^rate revolution against 
Mohammed Ati^ they were foremost in the strife, the 
first to draw, the sword, and the last to return it to ilo 
scabbard.' A petty Tui’k now ivields the sceptre of the 






; i&r JoBsei and a Hmall remnant of a despised and would perhaps not have naesod inuater iieeor^o to 

/toerseoiited people still hover round the gi’aves of their the strict canons of a Catholic church. My Chri^ji 
laibexs; and though degraded and trampled under foot, friend, however, was more of a Jew than any of the 
lri>m the very dust in whicli they lie are still looking to descendants of Israel around me ; for amid professions 
the restoration of their temporal kingdom. of friendship and offers of service, he was not forgetting 

Accompaniodby my Jewish friends, I visited the few his own interests. The European and American go. 
apots wliich tradition marks as connected with scenes vernments had been appointing consular agents in many 
of Bible history. I’assing through the bazaars at the of the cities of S}Tia, and this office, under the govern- 
oxtremo end, and descending a few steps, wo entered a ment of the present pacha, exempted the holder from 
vault containing a large monument, intended in memory certain taxes and impositions, to which the fellahs and 
of Abner, the greatest captahi of liis age, the favoured rayahs w’ere subject. America is knowm in the Holy 
and for a long time trusted officer of David, who, as the Land by her missionaries, by the gi*eat ship (the Dela- 
Jew s told me, was killed in battle near Hebron, and his ware) which a year bcfoi*e touched at the seaport towns 
body brought here and buried. The great mosque, the and by tlie respect and character which she confers on 
walls of which, the Jews say, are built with the ruins of her consular agents. My Coptic Christian knew her 
the temple of Solomon, according to the belief of the on the last account, and told me, in coutidence, that he 
Mussulmans and the better authority of the Jew^s, thought America had need of a consular agent in lie- 
covers the site of the Cave of Machpelah, which Abra- bron, to protect her citizens travelling in that region, 
ham bought from Ephron the Hittito ; and within its I was the first American traveller who had ever been 
sacred precincts arc the su])j)osed tombs of Abraliani, there, and yt^ars may roll by before another follows 
Isaac, and Jacob. The doors w'cre giiartlod wdth jcii- me ; but I fully concurred with him in the necessity of 
lous care by the bigoted Mussulmans ; and wlieu, wdth sucli an officer: and when he suggested tliat there was 
iny Jewish companion, I stopped for a moment to look no better man than himself to hold it, I concurred with 
up at the long marble staircase leading to the tomb of him again. Little did 1 think wdien, years before, I 
Abraham, a Turk came out from the bazaars, and, with w:is seeking to climb the slippery rungs of tiic political 
furious gesticulations, gathered a crowd around us ; and ladder, that my political inHuonce would ever be sought 
a Jew and a Christian were driven with conteraj>t from for the office of consul in the aneieiit capital of Daviii ; 
the sepuleliro of the patriarch whom they both revered, but ho it was ; and without questioning him too ciosely 
A special tirnuin from the pacha, or perhaps a large about his faith in the principles and usages of the demo- 
bribe to the governor, might have procured me a ])ri- cratic party, the virtue of regular nominations, Ac., 


vato admission ; but death or the Koiiin would have 
been the penalty required by the bigoted people of 
Hebron. 

On a rising ground a little beyond the mosque, is a 
lai’go fountain or reservoir, supported by marble pillara, 
where my com})anions told me that Sarah had washed 
the clothes of Abraham aud Isaac. Leaving this, 1 
W’ent once more to the two j)ools outside the walls, and 
after exaininiiig them as the so-called works of Solomon, 
1 had seen ail a stranger could .sec; in Hebron. 

I cannot leave this place, however, without a word 
or two more. I had spent a long evening with my 
Jew'ish fricmls. The old rabbi talked to me of tlieir 
ju’ospects and condition, and told me how he had left 
his country in Europe many years btdore, and come 
with his wife and children to lay their btjues in the 


Holy Land. He w as now eighty years old ; and for 
thirty y<‘ai*.s, he .said, he had lived with the sword su.s- 
peiided over his head — hud been reviled, buirett«’d, and 
spit upon ; and though sometimes enjoying a respite 
i‘i\»rn persecution, he riev<T Knew at what moment the 


bloodhounds might not be let loose upon him ; that, 
since the country had been wrested from the sultan by 
th(? Pacha of Egypt, they had been comparatively safe 
and tranquil ; though some idea may be formed of this 
comparative security from the fact, that <luring the 
revolution two years before, when Ibrahim Pacha, after 
liaving been ])ent uj) several months in Jerusalcn], burst 
out like a roaring lion, the first place upon which his 
wraili descended was the unhajqiy IL'bron ; and while 
tiielr guilty brethren were sonieiiiTies .spared, the un- 
happy Jews, never offending hifc always suHering, re- ; 
ce.ived the full weight of Arab vengeance. Tlieir houses 
W'ere ran.sacked aud plunderi’d ; their gold and silver, 
and all things valuable, carried away; and their wd* vs 
and daughters violated before their eyes by a brutal 
soldiery. 

During tlio evening a fine portly man, in the flowing 
Syrian dre.ss, came to p:iy iiu* a visit, llis eomploxiou 
proclaimed him of Coptic origin, ;i descendant of *lio 
ancient lords of ICgypt ; his iuAh. in i;i h;;. .stisb oold me 
1 mt he was a wTiter, and his cord'.ul salutation tlvi.fe he 
was a Christian. Living among Turks, Arabs, aud 
Jews, he greeted me as if it w’cre a rare th«ng to t o '•! 
a professor of the same faith, and a believer hi the same 
God and Saviour. He regretted that he had been away 
when i arri voxi, and said that ho ought by right to have 
Jiad me at his house, as ho was the only Christian in 
j||iebr^/ax)d he, even where pro.'elytes were wanted, , 


hiking his name w'ritten in Arabic, and giving him my 
e;ird that ho might know' the name of his political bene- 
factor, I promised to speak to the consul at Iluyroot iu 
his favour ; and he left mo with as much confideiict'. as 
if he had hi.s commi.ssion already in his pocket. 

A mortj interestifig business followed with the o!il 
rabbi, probably induced by what had ju.st pas.m.‘<l 
between the Christian and rnysiOf. lie told me that 
lie had lately had occasion to regret exceedingly tlio 
lo.ss of a paper, which would now be of great ii.so ro 
him; that he was a Jew of Venice (I can vouch for 
it fluit he wa.s no Shylock), and thirty years befon; 
had left his native city and come to llehron with a 
regular passport ; that for many years a European 
passport was no protection, and, indetid, it liail been 
rather an object with him to lay aside the European 
cliai'acter, imd identify liimself with the Asiatics; that, 
in consequence, he had bc'ini eandcss of his jiasspoiT, 
and had lost it ; hut that now', since the coin[ue.st uf 
Mohammed Ali and the government of Ihrahiin Pndia, 
a Eurojiean passpoi't was naspocted, and saved its 
holder and his family from Turkish impositioii.s. Ihs 
mourned bitterly over his loss, not, as he siiid, for 
hinnself, for his days were almost ended, and the storms 
of life could not break over his heail more heavily 
than they had already done ; but ho mourned for his 
•hildren and grandchildren, whom his carelessness had 
deprived of the evidence of his hirtisright and tlie ])ro- 
tection of their cuuiitry'. I was intort^sted in the old 
man’s s oiy, and particularly in his unobtrusive inauiior 
of telling it ; and drawing upon the reiniiiiscenees ol 
my legal knowledge, 1 told him that the loss of his 
passport had not deprived him of his right to the pro- 
tection of his country, aiid that, if he could establish 
the fact of his being a native of Venice, he might still 
sit down under the wings of the double-hi^adcd eagle of 
Austria. 1 afterwards w'ont more into detail. Learning 
that there were in Hebron sonic of his very old ac- 
quaintance.s who could testify to the fact of his nativitv, 
1 told him to bring them to me, and 1 would take their 
affidavits, and, on niy ai’rival at Beyroot, would repre* 
the matter to the Austrian consul there ; and 1 
thought that with such evidence the con.sul would not 
refuse liim another passport. He tliankcd me vei^y 
warmly, and the next morning early, wdiile I was wait- 
ing, all ready for my departure, he brought m Ins 
witneMos. It u’ould have been difficult for the old nw-u 
to produce doponent-s who could swear positively to ins 
.lati .'ily ; but of those whom ho brought any one oonw 





look farther than it is usually allowed to man. 
They were all over sixty, and their long white beards 
gave them a venerable appearance, which made mo 
attach more importance to the proceedings than I in- 
tended. These hoary-headed men, I thought, could not 
gpwik with lying lips ; and taking my place in the middle 
of the floor, the witnesses seated tlunnselves before 
me, and I prepared, with business-like formality, to 
examine them, and reduce their examination to writing. 
Since I left home I had rarely thought of any thing 
connected with my professional pursuits, and I could not 
but smile as I found myself seated in the middle of a 
floor, surrounded by a crowd of Israelites in the old 
city of Hebron, for the first time in more than eighteen 
months resuming the path of my daily walks at home. 

1 placed the scribe before mo, and with a little of the 
keenness of the hunter rtJturniiig to a track for some 
time lost, I examined the witnesses severally, and <lic- 
tatecl in good set form the several requisite affidavits ; 
and then reiuliiig them over distinctly, like a commis- 
sioner authorised to take a<^kiioNvledgmeuts under the 
act, &c., 1 swore the white-bear(l(?d old men upon the 
table of tlieir law, a Hebrew copy of tlie Old Te.sta* 
meiit. I tluMi dictated an aflidavit for the rabbi himself^ 
and was al)out administering the oath as before, when 
llic old man rose, and taking the paper in his hand, 
and telling me to follow him, led tlui way through a 
range of narrow lanes and stri^ets, and a crowd of peo- 
])lc*, to the little synagogue, where, opening the holy of 
holies, and laying his handiipon tile sacred scroll, ho read 
over tlie affidavit and solemnly swore to its truth. U did 
not lUHui this additional act of solemnity to convince 
im^ of his truth ; and when he gave me hack the paper, 
and i s.aw the earni'stnoss and deep interest depicted 
iji the faces of the crowd that had folhnved us, 1 again 
resolviMl that 1 would use my best exertions to gladden 
once more tlie oUl man’s lii!art before ho died. I. added 
to the several atfidavits a brief statement of the cir- 
euinstances under which they had been taken, and 
putting the paper in my j.)ocket, laqurnod to the hous 
of the rabbi ; and 1. may as well incntiuu here, that at 
Iloyroot I called upon the A usJrian consul, and before 
1 left had the satisfuctioii of receiving from him the 
assurance that the passport should be made out forth- 
with, and delivered to the agent whom the old rabbi 
had named to me. 

1 had nothing now* to d,’tain me in Hebron ; my 
mules and a kervash provided by tln^ governor were 
waiting for me, and 1 bade farewell to my .Jewish 
iriends. I could not offer to pay the old rabbi w ith 
jiiuiiey for his hospitality, and would have satisfled 
■^y conscience by a eomjiliment to the servants ; but 
the son of the good ohl man, himself more than sixty, 
told Paul that they would all feel liurt if I urged it, I 
did not urge it ; and the thought passed rapidly through 
my mind, that while yesterday the children ol the 
desert would have strippe'd me of my last farthing, to- 
day a Jew would not take from nl(^ a para. I pass<Mi 
throiigli tlio dark and narrow lanes of the Jewdsh 
quarter, ”1110 inhabitants being all arranged before 
their Jiouses ; and all along, even from the lij>s of 
maidens, a farewell salutation fell upon my ears. They 
did not know what 1 had done, or what i proposed 
tu do ; but they knew that I intended a kindness to a 
lather of their tribe, and they thanked ino as if that 
kiiulneas were already done. W'itii the last of their 
kind greetings still lingering on my ears, 1 emerged 
from tho Jewish quarter; and it was with a warm feel- 
ing of thankfulness 1 felt, that if yesterday I had had 
au Arab’s curso, to-day 1 had a Jewish blessing, 

CHAPTKll XXVi. 

An A rnaout.— The Pwls (»f Solomon.— TJetblehom.— The impress 
Helena.— A Clerical Kxquibite.— Miraculous Localities, —A 
floon Companion.— Tho Soldier’s Sleep.— The Jflrthplaco of 
Christ— Worship in tho Grotto.— Moslem Fidelity. 

I Had given away all my siipertluous baggage, and com- 
oieaoed my journey in the Holy Land with three ipnles, 


one for myself, another for Paul, and the third for my 
oaggage. The muleteer, who was an uncommonly 
.diriviiig-looking, well-dressed man, rode upon a donkey, 
and had an assistant, who accompanied on foot ; but by 
far tho most important person of our party was our 
kervash. He was a wild Amaout, of a race that had 
for centuries furnished the bravest, fiercest, and most 
terrible soldiers in the array of the sultan ; and be 
himself was one of the wdldest of that wild tribe. He 
was now about forty, and had been a warrior from bis 
youth upward, and battles and bloodshed were familiar 
to him as his food ; he had fought under Ibrahim Pacha 
in his bloody campaign in (i recce, and his rebellious 
war against the sultan ; and having been w'ounded in 
the great battle in which the ligyptiun soldiers defeated 
the grand vizier witii tho flower of thci sultan’s army, 
he had been removed from the rt'gular service, and 
placed in an honourable position near the governor of 
Hebron. He was above the middle Iwiiglit, armed like 
the bristling i)oreupine, with pMstols, a Damascus sabre, 
and a 'i’urkisli gun slung over his back, all viiieli he 
carried as lightly and easily as a sporisman does his 
fowiing-pieee. 11 is face was red, a burnt or baked red ; 
his mustaches seemed to curl s])()ntaneously, as if in 
coiitexnpt of dangers ; atnl he rode his higli-mettled 
horse as if he were himst'lf a ])art of tho noble animal. 
Altogether, he was the boldest, most dashing, and 
martial-looking figure 1 ever saw : and had a frankness 
and openness m his eouutenanee wliieli, after tlio dark 
and sinister looks of my Bedouins, made me take to 
him the moment I saw him. 1 do not think I made as 
favourable an impression upon him at first ; for almost 
the first words he sjioko to Paul uftc-r starting were to 
express his astonishment at my not drinking wine. Tlie 
janizary must have told him this as \w sat by me at 
suppler, though f did not think he ^vas wgiteliiiig me so 
closely. 1 soon succeeded, however, in <.'stai)Ii.shiiig 
myself on a good footing wdth my kervasli, and learned 
that his reading of tlu? Koran did not forbid the wdne- 
cup to the followers of the projdiet. He admitted that 
the sultan, as being of the blood of the prophet, and 
the vicogcTcnt of God ujirm earth, ought not to taste it; 
but as to the Pacha of Egypt, he drank good wine 
whi'iievcr he could get it, and this gave his subjects a. 
right to drink as often as they phrased. 

Wo were interrupted by an Arab, wliotold us that a 
party of soldit'rs had just caught tw'o robbers, Tho 
kervash pricked up liis t'urs at this, and telling us that 
he would meet us at a j>laee some distance fartlier on, 
he dn>vc his heavy stirrups into his horse’s sides, and, 
d isking up the hill at full gallop, was out of sight in an 
instant. I did not think it exactly the thing to leave us 
tlie first moment we heai’d of robbers ; but 1 saw' that 
his fiery iinjiatienco to lx* present at a scene could not 
be controlled ; and I felt well assured, that if danger- 
should arrive, w o w ould soon find him at our .side. Soon 
after we found him waiting with the party he had sought; 
the two robbers chained together, and, probably, long 
before this, they have expiated their crime with their 
lives. He told us that from Hebron to Jerusalem was 
the most im.safe road in tlio Holy Land; and that 
Ibrahim Paelia, who lAtcd the Arabs in that vicinity, 
was deteriiuned to clear it of rebels and robbers, if ho 
cut oil' every man in the country. 

About half an hour from Hebron we came to a valley, 
supposed to be the Vale of Eshcol, where the spies sent 
out by Moses found tlie grapes so heavy, that to carry 
one biiiieli it w as necessary to .suspend it on a pole. Oil 
the right we passed a ruined wall, by some called tlio 
Cave of MachpoUih, or sepulchre of the patriarchs, but 
which the Jews at Hebron had called the House of 
Abraham. 

We were on our way to Bethlehem. I had hired my 
mules for Jci'usalcm, expecting merely to stop at Beth- 
lehem and push on to Jerusalem that night. Tlie road 
between these oldest of cities was simply a mule-path 
over rocky mountains, descending occn.sionally into rich 
valleys. We had already, on this our first journey in 
I the Holy Land, found that the character given of it in 




ihft Bible is true at ibis day; and tliat the Land of 
Brbitiise & not like the land of Egypt, watered by the 
. dews of heaven, but by copious and abundant rains. 
Indeed, the rain was falling in torrents ; our clothes 
wore already dripping wet, but m'o did not mind it, for 
we were too full of tliankfulncss that continued sunshine 
and clear and unclouded skies had been our portion, 
when wo most needed them, in tho desert. 

The heavy fall of rain made* tho truck slippery and 
precarious ; and it was four hours before we r€‘a.chod 
the celebrated reservoirs, known to modern travellers 
under tlie luinie of tlie Pools of Solomon. These large, 
Strong, noble .stru(;tures, in a land where every work of 
art has been hurried to destrmaion, remain now almost 
as perfect .'is when they were built. There are three 
of them, about 4hl), (iOO, and (ib'O feet in length, and 
280 ill breadth, and of dilleroiit altitudes, the water 
from the first running into the second, and from the 
second into the third. At about a Imiulred yards^ 
distance is the s])ring which supplii's tin? reservoirs, 
as the monks say, tho seah'd fountain referred to 
in Canticles, iv. 12. The w;iter from these reservoirs 
is conveyed to Jerusalem hy ii small aqueduct, a round 
earthen pipe about ten iiich<'S in diameter, wliich follows 
all tho sinuosities of the ground, being sometimes above 
the surface, and soincliines nmler. It is easily broken ; 
and while 1 was in J(‘riisalein, an accident happened 
which entirely cut oH' the water from tin? j)ools. 

There is every reason to believe that these pools havo 
existed from the date assigiu'd to them ; and that this 
was the site of one of King Soloinoirs liouses of ph'asure, 
where he made himself “ gardens, and uieliards, and 
pools of w’ater.” The rain here, ceased fur a few' mo- 
ments, and enabled mo to view tlicin at my leisure ; and 
as I walked along tho hank, or stood on the margin, or 
de.scende(l th - steps to the water's etlge, it seemed 
almost tho wiki suggestion of a dream, to imagine that 
the w'isest. of men had looked into the same }m)o 1, had 
strolled along the same bank, and stood on the very 
same steps. It was like annihilating all tlie intervals 
of time and space. Solomon and all hi.s glory are de- 
parted, and little could even his wi,s(l()m have foreseim, 
that long after he should be laid in tlie dust, and his 
kingdom liad passoii info the hands of strangers, a 
traveller fiom a land he never dreaim’d of would he 
looking ujion Ids wanks, and laurmnring to lumself tin* 
words of tho preacher, “ Vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity.” 

A little to the right of tlie pools, towards the region 
of tho Dead Sea, is a very large grotUi, snp]>(trted hy 
great pillars of the natural rock, ])erfectly dry, vvitliout 
petrifaction or stalactites ; it Isa perfect luhyvitith within, 
and, as in many of the ancient catacombs, a man might 
easily lose himself for ever in its windings. It lies in 
the rnountainoiis wildernes.s of Kngaddi, and is .supposed 
to he the Cave of Adullarn, where David received the 
mutinous arid di,scontented spirits of his d.iys, and where, 
when Saul was in pursuit of him, he cut oif tiie skirts 
of his garment, and sidfered him to go away .inharrned. 

In an liour more wo came in siglit of IJethlehein, 
seated on an elevation, a cuiifusi.d and irregular pile of 
white buildings. The .star of the east no lung* r Inivcrs 
over it to mark the sjiot where the Saviour was horn ; 
and the mosque and tlio minaret proclaim the hirthpiaco 
of Christ under the dominion of a pisiplo w'ho re^. d 
and despisir Idin. 

Heaps of ruins and ITouses hlackeneu with smoke 
abow that the hand ef w.ti h.a.s been there. Ibrahim 
Pacha, on his surti(^ ir-im .lem-ale.m, .ind on bi.s way 
to Hebron, had lingered on hi nail, of ile.struetion long 
. enough to lay in ruinH i .df tin: i..tle of iidehcm. 
jLt is a siijj^ular fact, and e.\liibi:..a I heraJitv . Isr oorc 
unknown in the history of the 'I'lirks m* t.].e'Mit.s^nluian 
religion, that the height of his indignation f Ii upo.. tlie 
Araba. He spared the Christians for areai. oi that never 
before <.p^‘ratcd with a Turk— because they had not of 
fended* Ho did, too, anoih<*r lihtu'al tiling j saying ihut 
^ d^bjc llHiania and Mussulmans could noi live together in 
drove out fruux Detlilehvni tho Arubd whom 


the 8wo^ bad ^ared, and lefl; the plaee cotisemied by 
the birth of Chriat in the exclusive poasession of hig 
followers. True, he stained this act of clenienoy op 
policy by arbitrarily taking away thirty Christian boys, 
whom he sent to work at the factories in Cairo ; and 
the simple-hearted parents, hearing that I had conia 
from that cit}', asked me if 1 had seen their children. 

It is a happy thing for the traveller in the Holy Land 
that in almost all tho principal places there is a Chris! 
tiaii convent, wliose doors are always open to him ; and 
one of the largest and finest of these is in Bethlehem. 
Hiding through the wdiolo extent of the little town 
greeted by Christians, who, however, with their white 
turbans and fierce mustaches and beards, had in niy 
eyes a most unehristian appearance, and stopping fora 
moment on the high plain in front, overlooking the val- 
ley, and the sides of tho hill all cultivated in teri’aces, 
we dismounted at the door of tho convent. 

Begimiing my tour in the Holy Land at the birth- 
place of our Saviour, and about to follow him in his 
wanderings through Judea, Samaria, and Galilee, over 
the ground consecrated by his preaching, his sufferings, 
and miracles, to his crucifixion on Calvary, I must pre- 
pare my readers for a tlisappointrnent which 1 experi- 
eiiceil myself. Tlie immediate followers of our Saviour, 
who pm'sonnlly knew tho localities which are now 
guarded and reverenced as holy places, engros.sed by 
the more important husincss of their Master’s mission, 
never marked these plac(*s for the knowledge of their 
descendants. Neglected for several centuries, many of 
tliein were probably entirely unknown, when a new 
spirit arose in the bkist, and tlie minds of the Christians 
were inflamed with a passion for collecting holy relics, 
and foi* making pilgrimages to the places consecrated 
hy the acts and snfi'erings of our Hi'deerner and his dis- 
ciples ; and the Empress Helena, the mother of Con- 
stantine, the first Ciiristian cinpi’ess, came as a crusadrj 
into the Holy Land, to search for and determine the 
then unknown localities. And the traveller is often 
astonishe<l that with so little to guide lier, she was so 
succe.sbful ; for slu* not only found all the holy places 
mentioned in the Bible, hut many more ; tind the piety 
of (diristians will never forget that ii was through lier 
iiidefatigahle exertions tho trim cross was drawn from 
tho bottom of a dark jiit, and is now scattered in pieces 
all ovi.'r the world, to gladden the hearts of believers. 
It may be that tho earnest piety of the empress .some- 
times deceiveil lior ; but then she always covered a 
douhlfiii jdaee witli a handsomer monument upon nuicll 
the same |)rineij)lo that a jockey praises a bad ho]^ 
and says iiotimig of a good one, heeauso the had one 
wants praising and the good one can spmik for himsolfit-' 
Besides, the wortiiy etnpres.s seemed to think tiiat a 
little rnarhic could not hurt a holy place, and a good 
deal inight help to make holy wliat was not so witlgjiut 
it; and so think most of the Christian pilgrims, fori 
lave observed that tliey always kiss with more devotion 
the polished marble than the rude stone. 

But the Christian who goes animated by tho fresh, 1 
may ah • mat say virgin feeling, awakened by the perusal 
of his Bible, e.\peetiiig to see in Bethlehem the stable in 
wincli our .Saviour was horn, and the manger in which 
he was cradled, or in Jerusalem the tomb hewn out ol 
tlie rock wherein his crucifievi boily was buried, will feci 

nuother,add(.>d to tho many grievous disappointments of 

a tnivcller, when he finds these hallowed objects, or at 
least what are pointed out as these, covered and enclosed 
with party-coloured marble, and bedecked with gaudy 
and inappropriate ornamonts, as if intentionally 
impioii.siy to destroy all reseinblanco to the descriptions 
given in the sacred book. 

I liad intended going on to Jerusalem that afternoon ; 
hut the rain had retarded mo so much,, that as soon as 
1 .saw till, interior of tlie convent, 1 determined to 
roniain .Jl night. My muleteer insisted upon procoea- 
ing, iv 1 had arranged with him when 1 engaged * 
but III • kervjish sdenced him by a mp over the bs-o 
" <d| :J;o flat of his sword, and lie wont off on his donkey 
alone, leaving bohiud him hia companion and his 
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i^terlug by tbe small door of the convent, I heard in 
the distance the loud pealing of an organ and the 
solemn chant of the monks ; the sound transported me 
jit once to scenes that were familiar and almost home- 
like, the churches and cathedrals in Italy; and the 
appearance of ono of the brothers, in tlie long brown 
habit of the Capuchins, with his shaved lioad and san- 
«lals on his feet, made mo feel for tlie moment as if I 
were in Europe. The monks were then at prayers ; 
and following him through the great church, down a 
niarblo staircase, and along a subterranean corridor, iu 
five minutes after my arrival in Jititlileliem 1 was 
standing on the spot where the Saviour of mankind was 
horn. 

The superior was a young man, not more than thirty, 
with a face and figure of uncommon beauty ; thoiigli not 
unhealthy, his face was thiu and }jal«.‘, and his high, 
projecting forehead indicated more than talent. Genius 
tliished from his eyes, though, so far as I could judge 
from his conversation, lie did not sustain tlui character 
his f(jatures and cxprc.ssiou promised. 1I(.‘ \vas not 
insensible to the advantages of liis personal appearance. 
The rope around his waist, with the cross daiiglijig at 
the end, was laid as neatly as a soldier’s sword-helt ; 
the top of his head was shaved, his Ix'ard combed, and 
the folds of his long coarse dress, liis cowl, and llu; 
sandals on his feet, all were arranged with a precision 
tliat, und('r other circumstances, would liave iiiado him 
a llrummel. '.I'liero was something, too, in the display 
of a small hand and long taper lingers tiiat savoured 
more of the exquisite than of the recluse ; hut 1 ought 
not to have nutc'd him loo critieaiU, for he was young, 
liaudsome, and gentlemanly, and lit for hotter things 
than the dronish life of a couv('nt. 1 am inclined to 
believe, too, that ho somotirnes thought of other things 
than his breviary and his missal ; at all (•vents, li<^ was 
not particularly familiar with Ihhh; liistory ; for in 
answer to Ids (juestioii as to the route? by whie’n 1 had 
come, 1 told him that I had ]»ass(Ml llirough the land<;f 
Idumea; and when 1 expected to see him tipeii his eyes 
ttitli wond(.*r, I found that lio did tiot kintw where tin.' 
laiiil of Jdiimea was. 1 iTiiioinijer that lie got down a. 
huge voluiito in Latin, written by saint somebody, and 
we pored over it together until our attrition ,was drawn 
otf by something else, and we forgot what we were look- 
ing for. 

Tlie walls of the convent contain all that is most 
interesting in liethlehem ; hut outside the v ails also are 
places eoiiscerated in Bible history, and which the 
pilgrim to Bethlehem, in sj)itc‘ of doubts and (‘onfusion, 
will look upon with cxee(?ding interest. Standing on 
the high table of ground iu front of the convent, one of 
the monks pinnted out tlie fountain when', when David 
was thirsting, liis young men procured him water; and 
in the rear of the convent is a beautilnl valley, h iving 
in the midst of it a ruim;d village, marking tlie place 
where the Bhepherds were watching their flocks at 
uight when the angel canio down and announced to 
tliem till# birth of the Saviour. The sci^ne was as pas- 
toral as it had been 1 HOO years before ; the .sun was 
going dowm, the shepherds were gathering their Hocks 
together, and one could almost imagine tliat, with the 
approach of evening, they were preparing to iveeive 
another visitor from on high, in the dislaiiee beyond 
the valley is a long range of luountaiiis 'uclosing the 
Dead JSea, and among tJieui.was the wilderness of Mn- 
gaddi ; and the monk pointed out a small opening as 
leading to the shores of tlio sea, at the precise b^iot 
where Lot’s wife was turned into a pillar oi’ salt. 

Mi.xed with these references to Bible idstory wore 
idle legends of later da}s, connected with places to 
which tho monk conducted mo with a;. nvu )j soieinnity 
as he had displayed when indicating tlie holy m’ac s of 
Scripture. In a grotto cut out of the rock is a chapel 
dedicated to the Virgin ; and ho told mo that the mother 
of Christ had here concealed herself from lierod, and 
^lursed tho infant Jesus forty days, before she csea{)ed 
^to Egypt, Mear this is an()th(.?r gvoti9, in which the 
Solug to visit a ueighbour the cliUd *a her 


W 

arms, took rpfage from a shower, and her milk over- 
flowed ; and now, said the monk, there is a faith among 
all people, Turks, Greeks, and Armenians, that if a 
woman to whom Nature has denied the power of nurs- 
ing her child, comes to this grotto and prays before tho 
altar, the fountain of life will bo opened to her. Nor 
was tho virtue of the place confined to those who should 
resort to it in person ; for the monks liad prayed for 
and had obtained a delegation of the Virgin’s power, 
and a small portion of powder from the porous rock, 
swallowed in a little water, would be equally efficacious 
to women having faith. A huge chamber had been cut 
away in the back of tho grotto by pilgrims, who had 
taken with them to llieir distant homes .some of this 
beautiful provision for a. want of nature, and Paul and 
myself each took a pilgrim’s sliari'. 

It was dark when 1 returned to the convent, followed 
by my wild Aruaout, whom, l)y tlso way, 1 have ne- 
glcctiid for some time. T had told him on my arrival 
1 that 1 should not need his escort any fartlua* ; but ho 
swori.' that ho had his orders, and would not leave me 
until he saw mo safe within tho walls of Jerusalem; 
and so far lu' had heijii as good as his word ; b>r, wher- 
ever I went, he was chjso at my heels, tullowing with 
iuvincihlc gravity, hut never intruding, and the conti- 
nual rattling of ids stct'l scabbard being the only inti- 
mation I had of liis presence. Ho was now following 
me through the stone court of tho convent, into tho 
room litt<-d up for tho reci^ptioii of pilgrims and travel- 
h?rs. 1 liked him, and 1 liked to hear tho (daiiking of 
his sword at my heels; I would have staked my life 
upon his faith ; and such oouiidenco did he inspire by 
his hold, frank Ix'aring, his manly, muscular figure, 
and his excellent weapons, that with a do/eu sueli I 
would not have fear<;d a whole tribe of Bedouins. In 
.‘mother country ami a former age In; would Jia\e )>een 
tli(i bcfin idad of a ihisliing cavalier, and an imfliMching 
coinpauioTi at the wineeup or in the hatile-lield. 1 bore 
ill mind our conversation in tin? immniiig ab<mt wine, 
and was determined th.at my liberal exju'undcr of the 
Koran Hionld not .suHlt from my ab.-tinence. The 
superior, apologising lor tho want of animal food, had 
told me to call for any thing in tho convenr. and 1 used 
tho privilege for the IxMielit of niy thirsty Mussulman. 
Tho fir.-vl lijiiig I i.*allod for was wine; and while supper 
w.MS preparing, we were tasting its qiKiiity. He was no 
stickler for Irilh's, and accejiTed, wiiliout :iny diiliculty, 
my apoltJgy for not hiiug able to pledge him in full 
bumpers ; and ahhough mo•^t of this lime Paul waa 
away, aiui we could not exeliango a Avord, the more he 
lir :nk the hettei' 1 lik(;d him. It was so long since I 
had had with me a Companion 1 liked, that 1 ** cidtoncd” 
to him more and more, and resolved to make the most 
of him. i had a plate for hiju at table by the side of 
me; and when Paul, who did not altogether enter into 
my feelings, askeil him if he would not ratlier eat alone, 
on tlu; lloor, he half drew his sword, :iiul driving it back 
into its scabbard. swt>rc tliat ho would eat with me if 
it w.as oil the toj» of a minaret. We sat down to table, 
and I did the honours with an unsparing hand. Ho 
ttUenipt<}d for a niome^it the usi? of the Uiiifc; and fork, 
hut throw' thorn down iu disgust, and trusted to the 
means with which nature had provided him. The wine 
he kmnv how' to mnuage, and for the rt;st he trusted to 
me ; and I gave him bread, olives, fish, milk, honey, 
sugar, tigs, grapes, d:Ui‘s, ^Stc., about as fast as I 
could baud them ov(?r, oueafmr tlieotlier, all together, 
jK'lhncll, and with sueh an utter coiitorupt of all rules 
of science as wouhl have luaJi? a Freuchmuu go mad. 
Paul by lliis time entered into the spirit of tlie thing; 
and when my hold guest licld up for a moment, lie 
stood by with a raw egg, tlie shell broken, ami fiii-ning 
back his head, jioured it. down his throat. I tellowed 
with a plat'.; of brown sugar, into which he thrust his 
baud to tho knucUlc'S, sent down a huge mouthful to 
sw'eet('u the egg, and, nearly kicking over tho table 
with an ejaculation about equivalent to our emphatic 
“ enough,” threw himself u]>oii the divan. 1 wound 
him up with coifee and pipes ; and u hen the superior 
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came to me m the eveniiig, to tlie sjc.'iiulal of the holy might have satisfied the most bigoted Christian. Indec^d 
brotherhood, my wild companion was lying asleep, as it was a thing to bo noted, with what respect and revo,! 
drunk as a lord, upon the divuii. rence this wild and lawless Mussulman regarded tlie 

Several of tlie monks came in to seo mo, and all holy places, consecrated by a religion he believed false 
loved to talk of the world they had left. They were and the worship of a people he despised. Nevertholess’ 
all Italians; and in the dreariness and desolation of Paul was scandalised at the eyes of an unbeliever hoinfr 
Judea, in spite of monastic vows, their hearts turned periuitt<*d to see the lioly places, and stopped at the 
to the sunny ski(?s of their beautiful native lami. They top of the stairease, to urge upon mo tlu; propriety of 
left me at ail t‘arly hour ; and 1 trust the reailer will making him stay brliind. The kervash s(‘eiued to iindoi*. 
forgive nx', if, in tlie holy city of Ih'tlilelieiii, I forgot .stand what he wjis saying, and to intimate by his looks 
for a moment the liigli and lioJy ;issoeiations c-onnt'cted tliat it would not be an easy matter to turn him back, 
vith the ]»Iaco, in tin* .smiso of enjoyment awakened by J did not tliink, however, that the feet of a Mussulman 
the extraordinary luxury of a pair of sheets, a luxury would be in tliemselves a profanation, and tlie monk 
I h:i<i not known since my last night in Cairo. making no obji'etioii, I silenced f’auPs. 

Tempted as 1 was to yield niysi'lf at oiic(‘ to the on- Passing through the chapel of the Catholic conviMit 
joymeiit, 1 jia.used a while to look at the sleeping ligurc wliere the monks were teaching the cdiildren of tlie 
of my kervash. lie lay extended at full length on his : Arab Cliri.stians the principles of tin? Catholic faith, 1. 
back, Avith his arms folded across his breast, his right I was conducted to the room of the superior, wlieie, 
baud elutehing tlu? hilt of his swm‘<l, ami his l<‘ft the ! among otluT relics Avliich I now forget, he showi'd me 
handle of a pistol ; hi.s liroad chest rose and fell with | th(^ Avitliered liand of an infant, preserved among tin; 
his long and ln‘avy ja.'spirations ; and he .slept like a ; treasures of tlie convent as having belonged to one ef’ 
man who expected to he roused hv a cry to battle. His \ the innocents massacnal by the onler of llm-od. Xe;ir 
youth and manhood liad liei’ii spi'ut in set'iK^s of vi(d<'nee ; j the door of the (dia]x*I we descended a flight of st(jn(‘ 
ids hands were red with blood ; murder and rapine had i steps, and thmi a second, until wo came to an excava- 
been familiar to him ; and wlum his blood was up in j tioii in tlu' solid rock ; and following a passage to tlio 
battle, tlic shrieks and groans of the dying were music right, canu'to a little <rhap<‘l, wdth an altar, dedicated to 
in his ears; yi't lie slept, and his sleep was calm and Josejdi the husband of Mary. At. the end of this ])ass:iir(‘ 
Bound as that of childliood. I .stood over him witli the was a large eliamIxT, called the .school of St di'roiiie, 
candle in my baud, and Hashed ilu' liglit across liis faec ; i wln-n* that gr(*ut Catholic saint wrote his version of l!i(> 
his rugged features contracted, and hi.s sword rattled in ; llihle, the ci'lelirati'd Vulgate. Passing out through ilie 
his convulsive grasp. J hh'wout the liglil, and jumped j door of thi.s chainher, on the right i.s tlx' tomb of tlie 
into bed. f.tnce during the night I wtis awakened by j .saint ; and diri'ctly o))]>o.sit(5 are tin' tombs of Santa 
his noise ; by the dim liglit of a small lamp that hung j l‘aiila, and another wliosi' name I. have forgotten — \,.>ry 
from the ceiling, I suw' liiiu stumble t(» the tahltg seize y >d ladies, no doubt ; hut who llu'v wen*, or why Ihev 
a huge jar of water, and apply it to his H])S ; 1 saw him j wi've buried in that holy plain', I did not understand ; 
throw' hack hi.s head, and Jieanl his long, regular, and altlioiigli they must liavi'died in tlie odour of saiiciitv, 
continued swallows ; and nlieii he hud lini.shed tlie jar, as llieir hodi( s liavi' since l»(>en I'emoved to tlie pnpnl 
he drew' a long breath, wi nt to tlie window', eaim' to my eity. Iveturning inr<» the first |)as!-age, and advancing 
bedside, looked at me for a nioTiieiit, probably tliinking a few steps, on tlie left isanaltaroier (lie )dt into which 
wliat a deal of useless trouble 1 took in pulling olf my j the bodies of the umnlered iiiriocent.s wi-re tl 
clothes ; and, throwing liiiuself upon tlu.' divan, in a. few | Pnder the altar is a reees.s with an iron grating, o])ening 
moments lie was again aslei'p. into the pit, or rather vault below. P.y the light ol a 

111 the morning, iminediati'ly afiei* breakfast, one | loreh I gazed loiigandearneslly w ithin, hut could soeiiD- 
of the monks came to cendncl me (hroe.gh tlie convent, j thing tlialg.iviM'oniirmation to the store. Over tlu* altar 
The luiihling covered a great, extent of ground : and fm* was a rmie painting, representing the massacred infaiits 
streiigtli and solidity, as well a.', si/.r, resejiihled a for- | held up by their heels, with tlii'lr tliroats cut, and their 
tress. It was hiiilf. by the Kmpri'.ss lleh.na. ov<‘r the | bowels gushing out; the anguish of tht' mothi'i's, and 
spot consecrated as tlu‘ hirtlijiiaia* of our .Saviour, and :ill the ncce.ssarv and fearful accoinpanlim-'nts (»f such .*1 
was intendoj, so far as human handiwork could do so, scene. A feu paces farlhi'i' is an altar, over tlu' split 
to honour and revei-ence the holy spot. The iiisufiieieiit where Joseph sat during the birth of the diviiu' infant, 
means of tlie jiious empress, howi'ver, or soiiu* otlier meditating upon thiygreat event ; and fartlier on, to tho 
cans<-, ]irevented its being liiiished according to the left, is tlu* entrance to the ( Jrotto »if the Nativity, 
plan slie laid tlesignetl ; and tlie eharity of snh>equent It was the hour imsigni'd for the use of tho Armenians, 
C'liristians lia.s hai’ely siiHiced to kee[) it from falling to ami the monks were all there chanting the praises ef 
ruin, 'file great church would liave lu'en ;i magnifi- j tlie Redeemer. Tin; ehamhor of the grotto is thirty- 
'Mt huihling if finished aeeoi'diiig to her plan ; hut now, ‘veii feet long and elev«‘ii wide, with a, niarhle floor 
iiiits incomplete state, it i.s a imlancholy monmnenl of . ..nd walls, the latter adorned with taju'stryuiid paiiilings. 
defeated ambition. (.)ii each side is a range of noble j l.Urcctly in front of the door by which we entered, at 
columns, sn[iporting a frieze of wowd whicli the monk i tlie otlmv end of the (Irotto, is a semicireiilar n'ce.ss, 
told iiu‘ was ci'iiar from Leli.-inon, and still remaining lined and floored witli small blocks of marble; and in 
almost as sound as the .solid .ston^*. I’lu.* wli.ile building j tin.- centre a .singh? .star, with the inscription, “ Hie natiis 
is divided among the ratliolics, ( iiTek.s, and i\nnenians, «.-.st Jesus (’liri.sins dir Virga.” ■ here ('lirist wais born of 
the tlnce great bodies wlio rejiresent, or ratlicr mi.sre- the \drgin. Tlie star in the east whieii went before the 
pres<'nt, f iiristianitv in the Mast. Mach has its limits, wisi; mmi, says the tradition, rested ovm* this sjiot; ami 
beyond which the otliers must not [>ass ; and again tlaic fnurteen lainjis, the gilts of (’hristiflu princes, burning 
are certain part,- whicli are common to all. Tlu* Turkish ! night and day, constantly illumine tin.' hirth-]>lacc ol 
government irxercise.s a eontnd over it ; airl t.'ikiiig a«I- | salvation to a ruined worm. On the right, descending 
vantage ol the dissensions ’ tjtween tliesc Uifh'reiii pro- two ste]>s, is a chamber paved and lined with marble, 
fessors, sella the ]»rivi!( g(!s to tli ■ ' igliest bidder. !u j having at one end a block ]>olished and liollowed out; 
the great chnrch the (* reeks, » mt lening to ha^e h< | and tliis i.-i the manger in which our Saviour was laiik 
foe richt.*.st, are tin ^ la.yest propri<’1oj*s, to tJu' gie,it Oa'c;* the altai' is a jiieture rejireseuting a stable witii 
scandal of the Catliolic.-*, who liate vlie (Ireek-i woU a ijorscs and caRle, and heliiiid a little iron wickerwork 
most orthodox virulence. ^ fj^'c lamp.s coiisfantly burning. i)in;ctly opjxxsite is 

The Grotto of the Nativity is Lruh'r the f. or of .ue i the altar of the magi, where the throe kings s«at wlien 
church ; the Greek . having an emraiure di> .jctly hy its j they came to oiler presents to the Son of God. Gyei 
Bide, and tuo ( allmlics by a lougtT and more distant it is a picture representing them in tho act <»f making 
passage. 1 descended hy tlie latt« r. My Armiout wits | their t herings ; and one of the kings is represented as 
close at ray heel.s, grave and sohei if he had never ■ Fthaipiaii. 

lowii tJietasteofwijie,andudIowii)g wilii a respect that ‘ All this lias but little conformity with the rude scene 




of the stable and the manger as described in the Bible ; 
and in all probability, most of the holy places pointed out 
in Bethlehem, and adorned and transformed by the false 
blit well-meaning piety of Christians, have no better claim 
to authenticity than tlu» credulity of a weak and pious 
old woman. But amid all the doubts that present tliein- 
selvi'S when wo stop to ponder and retl(‘ct, it issuilieieiit 
for onr enjoyment of these scenes to know that we are 
jo “ H<*thlehem of Judea,” consecraliid by the greatest 
i vent in tlie history of tlie world, the birth of th(5 Sou 
pf (hid. We know that, within the atmosjihere 
lo’eatln*, Christ first appeared on earth ; that one of 
the starsof heaven left its jilaeoainong iluMionstellations, 
:ind hovered over the spot on which w(; stand ; that 
tlif' kings of the earth came hen; to offer gifts to the 
lidly eliild ; and beholding multitudes of pilgrims from 
far-distant lands constantly yirostrating themsfdves be- | 
fdiv? the altar, in the earnestness and sincm-ity of un- ; 
doubting faith, we give ourselves up to the illusion, if 
illusion it he, ami are ready to believe that we are indeed 
stnmling wliere ('lirist was hern. 

My Arnaoiit hehavorl ninarkably well, though once 
b(‘ broke ll»e stillness of the grotto by an invelnntary 
owlamation ; his loud harsh voice, ami the rattling of 
Ills armour, startled for a inonuMit tlu‘ monks and pray- 
ing pilgrims. On eoinlng out, I told him lliat theClsris- 
tlans were mueh mor(‘ liberal than the Mussulmans; 
for we had ])erinitted liim to see all the holy places in 
rlie elinrch, while I had been violent ly driven from the 
door of tlie mos<|m? in lIe})ron. lie railed at the igno- 
ranco and prejudices of his <‘ountrvmen, and swore, if 
1 would go baek to l lelinm, lie woubl earrv me. throiigli 
lie* mosipie on the p«iinl of his s\vor<1. I did not luuch 
relisli this method of entering a mos<pie, but took it, as 
it was meant, for a wainii e.Npn'ssion of bis wiliingness 
to servi' me ; and we returned to tin* apartimuit of the 
unjierio)* to bid him farewell. 'l’b<.' siipen-ior aecoinpanit'd 
us to the door of tin* convent ; and, without meaning 
to he seamlalons, oi* insinuati? tliat There was any thing 
V nmg in it, althougli Im was a young and handsome 
man, 1 leftliiin talking with a woman. 
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(IiviMi a last look to the A a.. ^ d* tlu' Slieplierd.s, we 
Were soeii on t!u* mountain's side; and 'arv soon all 
the inti'ivsi with which 1 had reganh'd Uetblehem was 
lost, in the more absorbing feeling with which 1 looked 
forward to deriisalern. My muleteer luul gone on tin* 
night before; mv Arnaont knew' nothing of the holy 
places on tlie road, and w*- to<di with a i iirisliou boy 
to point them our. Tlu* lirst was the tomb of Kaclu'l, 
a large building, with a wbitmied dome, and having 
within it a higli obUnig inoiuiment, built of brick, and 
stuccoed, over. I dismounted and \Yulke<l round the 
toiulr, inside and out, and again rcMiim'd my journey. 
All that we know in regard to this tomliis, tliat Kacliel 
died wh(?ii jonnu'ving with Ja^'ob from 'syeln'm to lle- 
hi’on, and that .la’cob buried her near Bethlehem ; ami 
'V'liether it be her tomb or not, i could not but remark 
that, wliilo youth ami beauty have fadi d away, and 
the queens of the h.'ive died and been forgotten, 

and /enobia and Cleopatra sleep in unknown graves, 
year after year thousands of ])ilgriius are thronging 
to the supposed last resting-place ol a poor Ueln*ew 
woman. 

The hoy next comliict(?d us to a stony field, by which, 
as lie said, the Virgin om*e pa.ssed and askeii for beans; 
the owner of (Jie Held told Iku* tl'ore woro none ; -Mid, 
to punish him for his falsehood and lack of charity, the 
beans were all changed into stones, and the country 
bad remained barren ever since. Paul had been twice 
to Betlilehem without seeing this tiidd ; ami he imme- 
diately dismounted ami joined the boy iiT’Scarebing for 
holy petriliictioiis. ** It 'vus wonderful/' said Paul, 


as he picked up some little stones as much like beans 
as any thing else ; “ and see too,” said he, “ how barren 
the country is !” In about an hour we came to the 
Greek monastery of St Klias ; a large stone building, 
standing on an eminence, and commanding a fine view 
of Bethlebeni. Stopping to water my horse at a foun- 
tain in front of the monastery, 1 turned to take a last 
look at Betlilehem ; and my horse moving a few paces, 
when 1 iunied again I saw in full view*^ tlio holy city of 
Jeru.saiein. 1 did not expect it, and avhs startled by ita 
proximity. It liMiked so small, ami yet lay spread out 
before iiio so distinctly, that it seiMuod as if 1 ought to 
perc(*ive the iuhahiumts moving through the streets, 
and hear tlu*ir voic(‘s hiiniining in my ears. I saw that 
it was walled all around, and that it stood alone in an 
extensive wa.sto of mountains, without suburbs, or even 
a solitary lia))itatiou beyond its walls, 'i’here were no 
j doriie.s, steeples, or turrets, to br(*ak the monotony of its 
! aspect, and even tlie inos<[ues ami minarets made no 
show. It w'onid liave beem a reli(‘f, :ni(l afforded some- 
thing to excite the IV-elings, to beliold it in ruins, or 
dreary and desolate like 1‘etva, or with the liannev of 
the I‘ropliet, tlie lilood-red Mussulman Hag, waving 
higli above its walls. But all wjis tame ami vacant. 
There was lU/ihiiig in its a]tpearam*e ibal alford-d tne 
a sensation ; it did not (!V('U inspire me with inehm- 
eboly ; and I probably convict iny.self w ben 1 say that 
the only image it presented to my iniml was that of a 
I city lavgt'i* :iml in belter condition tluin the usntil smaller 
j class of those within tlx; 'furklsh dominion. 1 was 
j oblig(‘d fo ri>u.se myself l)y reealling to mimi the Umg 
I train of extraordinary incidents of whicdi that little city 
I had lieeii the tln'atre, and which made it, in tlni eyes of 
i the C'hvistian at least, tlu* most hallow'ed spot on earth. 
One thing only partienlarly struck me — its exc<'e<ling 
stillmrss. It was a))()Mt. mid-day ;biii there was no rlirotig 
of people entering or dej)arting from its gativs, no move- 
ment of living er('alures to be .seen bene;ith its walls. 
All was as (juiet a.s if tin* inliabitanls were, lilo' tlio 
Spaniard.s, tuKir.g tlieir noonday sle«.'p. A\'e passed tlie 
Pools of lle/ekiali, and came in sigiit of tlie Mount of 
Olives; and now, for llie lirst signs of life, we .saw 
streaming from llie gate a long ]>roce.ssion of men, 
woiiK'n, and ohildn'ii, on droinedtiries, camels, and 
I horses, :nid on foot ; pilgrin'.s wlio liad visited Calvary 
1 ami the holy s<'pulehre, and wenj now bending their 
j st<*pH towards Betlileliem. 

At ovtTv moment the a])proach wa.s gaining interest ; 
but ill a -'ew minutes, wliile yet about an hour distant 
I fnnn ibe walls, my attention was diverted fnmi the (?ity 
1 b\ the sudden a\qK‘araiu‘e of our muleteer, who had left 
I us ih.e day Ijefore in a ]>. t, and gone on bebire us to 
! Jeru.saiein. lie was sitting on the ground alone, so 
j wan ami wo-begone, so eiianged from the spriiec and 
I w<*ll-dressed ninlet.«i'r wlio liad aceompanied us from 
Hebron, that I seareely i'eeognis«?d him. Bvery article 
of his fonm*r dress was gone, from Ins gay turban to 
Ids long hoots ; and in their stead he disjdaved an old 
yellow St riped sliaA'l, doing duty as aturbaii, anda ragged 
lh‘<iouin gown, l.att.* in the afternoon, while hurrying 
on to get in before the gates should l.ui closed, he was 
hailed by four .\rabs;*and when he at I i*nip ted to escape 
bv pushing his donkey, ho was brought to by a muskot- 
ball pas.sing through the foKls of liis dre.ss and grazing 
liis siile. A hole in his coal, liowevt'r, did not save it ; 
and accoj’ding to the Arab mode of I'obbery, they 
stripped him to his skin, and left him stark naked in 
the road. I ’roiii his manner of telling the story, 1 am 
iuelined to think that the poor ft'llow had not conducted 
himself vi'vy valiantly ; for though he did not regard 
the .scratch on his si<le or the risk he had run i>f his 
life, he mourned bitterly ovi'i* the loss of his garnieiifs. 
Arriveii in the Holy Land, I had thought dangeu* of all 
kinds at an mid ; and I could not help recognising the 
singular good fortune which had accompanied mo thus 
far, ami eougratulatiug myself upon the accident which 
had di taiued me. at Bethlehem. 

We were soon approaehiug the w alls of Jerusalem, 
and «ceined to be uhiiost at tlieir foot ; but wo >Yere on 





one of the mountains that encompass tho cityj and the 
deep Valley of Jehoshaphat was yet between us and the 
holy city the sacred burying-ground of the Jews, tho 

galhering-placo of nations?’ Crossing this valley, 
wo descended on tho other side, and in a few moments 
were on one of tho seven hills on which tho city is built, 
and entering at the llethleherii gate. It was guarded 
hya Turkish soldier, and half a dozen more lay basking 
in the sun outside, who raised their heads as I ap- 
proached, tlieir long mustaeln's curling as they looked 
at me; and though they gave me no greeting, tliey lot 
me pass without any molestation. On the right was 
the citadel ; a soldicT was on the walls, and a small rod 
flag, tlio standard of iMohammed, was drooping against 
its staff. In front was an open place, iiTegular, and 
apparently formed by ch'aving ;iw:iy Mu' ruins of fallen 
houses. As in all Turkisli cities, the stillness was un- 
broken ; there was no rattling of wdioels over tho pave- 
ments, nor even the tramp of horses. 

We wound around the walls, and dismounted at tlui 
only asylum for strangers, tho Latin Convent. I ]>re- 
sented myself to the superior ; aud after receiving 
from him a kind and cordial wt lcome, with the usual 
apologies for meagre fare on account of its being Lent, 
went to the room assigned nu; ; and had just p;it down 
to dinner, when my poor muleteer entered in greater 
distress than ever. 

Afraid of tho very thing that happem.'d, he had 
started immediately on his return to IhLron, audat the 
gate his mules were seized by a soldier for the use of 
the goYornmoiit. It was in a s]drit of perfect wretch- 
edness that tho poor fellow, still simfriing niuh'r the 
loss of his clothes, almost threw himself at my fee:, and 
begged me to intejvedo for liim. 1 wjis, of cou^^e, 
anxious to help him if 1 could, aud iniiucdiiately rose to 
go w’ith him ; i ..it Caul told me to reiiiaiu quiet, and lie 
would settle the matter in five minutes, raui was a 
great admirer of the pacha. Wherever his gov( rnment 
was estahlislied, lie had made it safe for the traveller ; 
and Paul’s courage always ros(?and fell aei-ordingto Mie 
subdued or unsubdued .state of the population. In the 
city of Jerusalem the wind could scarcely lilow w iiliouL 
the leave of Ibrahim Pacha ; and Paul liad iiu)uriU;d on 
stilts almost as soon as \v<i cro.-^^ed the tlires^hoid ofilu.. 
gate. He had already been at his old tricks of juishing 
the unresisting Arabs about, and kicking ibeni out <. f 
the \v.ay, as in the miserable villages on the jN'ile; and, 
fctrong ill the oirmipotenee of tho firman, he now huiTie(l 
to tho gate ; but ho eaine back faster than he wetjt. 
I have no doubt that ho was very presuming aud impu- 
dent, and richly deserved more tiuiu be got ; but at ail 
events he returned on a full run, aiul in a lovvering 
passion. The soldier had given him the usual .Mussul- 
man abuse, slnjwcring upon liini the accuhlomcd '•‘dog'’ 
aud “ Christian and, moreoi or, had driven him to the 
verge of madness by calling him a “Jew,” and threat- 
ening to whip both him and his inaster, Paul ran away 
from what 1 am inclined to })cJicvo would liave been his 
sliarc', as tin: Arabs laid taken part ;■ -ainst him ; and, 
burning with tho indignity of being called a »Jew, be^rged 
me to sc('k redress of Mie gfua rn^u*. 1 vvos j*ou.-icd my- 
self, not );o much hy tho particular insult to Paul, a'-; !>y 
the general intention of (ho thing, ainl the discousohe •• 
figure ol my poor muleteer ; and leaving iny unlinisimd 
meal, with my llnmiu ju my Ij.-uid, ami J’aul and ti.., 
muleteer at my liceis, I litartc d for tiie palace of tho 
governor. 


Old things and now are strangely blended in Jcni- 
salem ; and tho ri^sidr'iioc thi, " fffjvciyior in in 

the large building wind- to tii- l'>y i- ir- the v-i;;;,. of 
Pontius Pilate. Paul . i<] too its'hisi v as ,/(. wm-c 
ascendii g the stops; ami it pare d .hrough i md 
as a strange thing, tiiat aimust (.1;,* fp-st olorm nC afi. r 
entering the city, I was uvaking a eomplair ' ••riuip-, in 
the same hall whoi o the Jews haq complaiacd of Christ 
before^' »ntio -« Pilate, having with mo a follower of that 
Christ whom tin' Jews rovdled and buffeted, bu.niie' 
under the indignity of being eall< d Jew. * 

iw is the custom of governors in tiic 


East, and probably as Pontius Pilate did in the time o# 
our Saviour, sat in a large room, ready to receive 
every body who had any complaint to make ; his divau 
was a raised platform, on an iron camp-bedstead, covered 
with rich Turkey rugs, and over them a splendid lion- 
skin. Ilis face was noble, and hia long black beard the 
finest I ever saw ; a pair of large pistols and a Damascus 
sabre w ere lying by liis side, and a rich fur cloak, throwni 
back over Ins slioiilders, displayed a form that miglit 
have served as a model for a Hercules. Altogether, 
reminded me of Richard in his tent on the plains of Aero, 
At the moment of my entry, ho was breathing on a 
brilliant diamond, and 1 noticed on liis finger an uu- 
eommonly beautiful emerald, lie received me with 
grt'ut politeness; aud wOien I handed him the pacha’s 
lirman, wiMi ,a <lelicacy aud courtesy 1 never saw sur- 
passed, he returned it to me unopened and unread 
telling me that my dn'ss and appearance were sufficient 
recommeiidaiioii to tho best services in his power. If 
tho reader would know' wliat dress and appearanefe are 
a sullicient reeommeiidatioii to the best otiices of a 
Turkish governor, 1 will merely mention that, having 
tlirown oif, or rather liaving been stripped of, most of 
my 't'urkisji dress at Hebron, I stood before tho governor 
in a red tarboueli, w'ith a long black silk tassel, a blud 
roundab(Jut jacket huttuned up to the throat, grey paji- 
lalooiis, boots splashed with mud, a red sash, a ]>air of 
large Turkish pisLtus, sword, and my .Nubian club iu my 
hand ; and the only di.'euk.'d mark of aristtieracy .about 
me was my heard, whieh, though not so long as tin: 
gov('rnor’s, far exceeded it in brilliancy of eoinplexiim. 

The few mumenls I liad had for observation, and 
tlio eourieous <ii'nn'anf)iir of the governor, disarmed 
me of my ang<‘r; and coffee* and tlie first j'lpo over, I 
.sjaled my gri<‘van(.-i.s very disp-assionat^ly. PauPs wrath 
was still dominant, and 1 baM'iio doubt In.* represonled 
Die coaduei of the soldier as mueli worse tli.'iu it was ; 
for Die gov<‘nn>r, turning to me without any furlhrr 
inquirie*^, asked ii be .>-liou!d have liiiii bastinadoi.'d. 'fhis 
sunniiaiy jnslh'e *^iavtled even Ikiul ; and feeling a lltfl'.' 
a^hann-d of niyow n prt el pilatlor., 1 was now moreanxi'se 
to preveni. pniiislinn. nt than I iiad bi-foru been to jno' 
cure it ; mul b<'gged 1dm to sptire tie.* seddier, and merely 
order bini to reit.a.se tlie mules. A\ itliout anollier word 
In.' ea]ie<| a jani/.ary, and n'questing me to wait, ordi.'ied 
him to accompany Paul to tin.; g;d.e win're the scene biuk 
jdaee; and win u Paid retarne<l, tlm mid(‘l<‘tr, with a 
flianki'ul Iieart, was already on Ids way to Heln'on, i 
had tin; .‘^-aii.'-factiori of learning, too, that tho oflieiTS 
were <»n tlie ti'ac ; of tin robliers who had stripped Jdni, 
and behii'e' morning liie : overnor e.xpeetcd lo have tlicm 
in custody. 

Several iimi;safierw:ir»is 1 called upon thogovf rnor, 
and was always treated with tho same politeness. Once, 
when I W'as walking alone outside tlio w alls, 1 met liim 
sitting on Mio grass, w iMi his janizaries and slaves stand- 
,.ig up around liim ; and Die whole Turkish population 
being out waudei'ing among t lie tombs, lie procured tnr 
me a r'>pecl and consideration wliicli 1 think wu're 
useful to me afterwards, by calling me to a S(‘at besidt: 
Inm, and giving me tin: pipe from liis own moulh. Some 
months aiierward'^, at (lenoa, I saw* a brief article in an 
Italian juiper, refcj-ring to a previous article, giving au 
aeciuiiit of a Mum late ri'volutiiiu then*, in wliich tlie 
governor was on the point of falling into tho hands ot 
Mie insurgeut.s. I have never seen any accornt ol the 
particulars of Mds revolution, and do not know whether 
he is now living or dead. In the East, life h.'iiigs by so 
brittle a thread, that wln n you part frmn a man in power, 
in ail jirolxilfilitv yon w ill nt:ver sec him again. I oaii 
onb; hope, that the Governor of Jerusalem still lives, 
ami time his coiiditJou in life is as happy as w hen 1 
liim, 

1 1 was Saturday aftcniooii when I arrived at Jem- 
Kalem, 1 had a letter of introduction to Mr Thompson, 
Jill A:, rican mi -ionary, and tho first thing .1 did was 
b* Ur k for him. Gne of the monks of the convent gave 
e: M,. direction to the American priest, not 
his name ; and instead of Mr Thompson, I fonna i> 
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WhitiiAgj had been there about a year in his place. ’ 
Jjike the governor, Mr Whiting did not want any cre- 
dentials ; but here, being among judges, it was not my 
dress and appearance that recommended mo. I was 
all American, and at that distance from home the name 
of country man was enough. In the city of Jerusalem 
such a meeting was to him a rare and most welcome 
incident ; while to me, who had so long been debarred 
all conversation except with Paul and the Arabs, it was 
li pleasure which few can evm* know, to sit down wiLli 
li compatriot, and onoo more, in niy native tongue, hold 
converse of my native land. 

Each ot us soon learned to loolv upon the other as a 
friend ; for we found tliat an old friend and fieho»)lmat(? 
of mine Imd been also a friend and sehoolinate of his 
own. lie would have had me stay at liis house; hut f 
returned to the convent, and with my thoughts faraway, 
and full of the huints of which we had been talking, 1 
; 3 lept for the iirst night in the city of .Jerusalem. 

The first and most inti'resting object within tlui walls 
of the holy city, the spot to v* hich every pilgrim first 
directs his steps, is tlie Holy Sepulchre. T’lwi travel!. -r 
wIjo has never read the de.Mcriptinns of those W'bo have 
preceded him in a iiilgriinam^ tlirougii the Ilidy J.and, 
liiids his expectations .strangely disappointed, wlieii, 
iijiproaching this hallowed tomh, ho sees around him il 
li itering li()use.s of a ruined city, and is conducted to 
the. door of a. gigantic chureh. 

This edifice is another, and perhaps the prineijnil, 
nionument of tlie Kinpress Helena's itii ly. What au- 
thority she had for fixing hero lli<' site of the Itedeonim-’s 
hurial*plu<re, I will not stop to inquire. Honbiless .she 
had hiU' r(?asons ; aiol iheri: isinon.' ph'asun; inl.a lieving, 
than in raising doubts witich eaiinot h<; eontii-nied. In 
till.’ front of the ehurcli is a large ceiii-tyanl, hihdwith. 
dealers in bi.ad'-, (U’licilixes, and l eiics ; among 'lie most 
conspicuous of wlmm arc the Christians of Pcthlehem, 
with figures of the ."^aviour, the Virgin, and a ho;-i of 
‘•alnts, carved from motlier-ofjicr.rl, in all kinds of faii- 
lastii.’ shapes. It was preciM ly the time at which 1 liad 
Wished and e.\p*.’cU d.o bo in JcrnsaK in — the s> aeon 
of Easti’r — ami tinnisamls <d‘ pilgrims, Iroin every part 
of till! Eastern world, had alri'ady arrived for thi’giaat 
ceremonies of the holy week. T'ln- court was thronged 
with tiioni, crowdei] togcthei*. .•'O that if was almost im- 
jiossible to !no\e, and waiting, like ngvbclf, till the door 
of tlie clnirch siionld be opened. 

he Holy .Sepulclij-e. as in the dav.swheii all the chi- 
valry of Europe armed to wrest it from them, is still in 
die hands of llic infideU; and il would have madti ihe 
sword of an old ernsader lea]) from its ^eal)l)al•vi to 
behold a lianghty Turk, wiili the .air of a lord and 
master, standing seniinel at tlie door, ami \Mt)i his lung 
inace heating and driving haektiie cn.'wd ot struggling 
( iiristiaiis. As .soon as the door was opinied, a laisli 
was made for entrance ; and a.s 1 was in tiie f rom i.,nk, 
h'dore the impetus ceaseil, ainid a jtorfeet .‘torm if 
pushing, yelling, and .shout ing, i was carried ahnest 
headlong into tin* body of tin.- ciiiirch. 'flu* pre.^s co»n 
tiimed behind, hurrying nu? along, and kicking oil' my 
^hues ; and in a state of desperate excitt.’incni hi'th (*1 
mind and body, utterly nnsuited to the place and time, 
I f'Huid.iny.self standing over the so-ealied tomb of 
Christ; where, to enliance tlie iu'oiigruiry of tin? semv 
at the head of the sepulchre stood a loiig-bearde*l monk, 
"hh a plate in his hand, receiving tin.’ paras of the 
pilgrims. My di •ess marked me a.s a ditferent j)er.bon 
ffoin the miserable, begg.n’i\ crowd beI«.>ro me; and 
expecting a better contribution from ino, at the tomh 
®f him wlio had pronounced that, all men are equal in 
^he sight of God, with an expression of contempt like 
fho ‘‘ cuiuiille’^ of a I’T’cnchnian, and with kiek.s, cull's, 
•tad blows, ho tlrovo haek those before nu . and gave 
u place at the hetid of liic sepnlclirc. My 'eidinga 
'''ere painfully disturbed, .ns well by the m.imior of nlv 
entrance as by the irreverent demeanour of tlie monk ; 
nnd disappointed, disgusted, and sick at heart, wliile 
hundreds were still struggling for admission, I tui-ned 
»nvay and left the church. A wurmcr imagination than 


mine could perhaps have seen, iu a white marblo sar- 
cophagus, “ the sepulchre hewn out of a rock,” and in 
the fierce struggling of these barefooted pilgrims the 
devotion of .sincere and earnest piety, burning to do 
homage in the lioliest of place.s ; but 1 could not. 

It was refreshing to turn from this painful exhibition 
of a deformed and degraded Christianity to a simpler 
and purer scene. Tlie evening before, Mr Whiting had 
told me tliat religious exorcisos would be performed at 
his house the next d:iy, and I hastened from the church 
to join ill Iho grateful si rvice. 1 found him sitting at 
a table, with a large family liihle open before him. Hi.s 
wile was prcsmit, with two little Armenian girls, whom 
she was educating to assist her in her school ; and I 
was not a little surprised to find tliat, when T had taken 
my .seat, the congregation wa.s a.ssemhled. In fact, Mr 
Whiting had only been waiting fur me ; and as soon a.*) 

I came in, he coinmenced lliii .service to which I had 
been so long a straugur. it was lung since I had heard 
the words of truth from tlie li])s of a jireaclicr : and as 
I sat with my eyes fixed tipou the Garden nf Getliseinane 
and the Mount of Olives, I eonld lot help thinking of 
il as a strangely-intcn’sting fact, that lu re, in the holy 
city of Jeni.'^aiein, where Christ preached and died, 
tliougli thousands were calling upon his name, the only 
^ persons who wa re jnaising him in simplicity and truth 
1 w ere a. missiuiiary and his w ife, and a passing traveller, 

I all from a far-tlliaant land. 1 had, moreover, anollier 
.subject of ridb ctn’ii. In (.Irtece 1 had been struck with 
the fact tliat the only .schools of instruction Avere tho.se 
cstahlished by American inissionaries, and snjijiortoil 
by the liberality of American (dti/.en.s; that our young 
republic was thus, in ]>art, diseharging the debt whicli 
the world owes to the ancient mi.stres.s of .science and 
the arts, by sending forth her sons to bestow the elp- 
m< nt.s of knowledge upon the dcscendant.s of Homer 
and ih’rieh’s, Idato and Ari.si(.)tl(' ; and here, on tlie very 
s’pot whence* the ajuistlcs had gone forth t(.» preach tho 
glad lidingn of salvation to a ruined world, a inisssionary 
from the same distant lamJ was staiiding as an apostle 
<)V<*r the grave of Cbristianity, a solitary labourer 
.striving to re-(.‘stahlish (lie ]>ure faith and worship that 
were founded on this sfiot eigliteoit centuricjs ago. 


CHAPT.E11 XXVIII. 

( iiiircii ef the tloly .Se{)idi.’in'e.— An iinexpectcd Discovery.— 
JMi.uut (.’ah ary. — 'I'lii! !S(.'j)iil('liro.— 'I'lie Vailoy of Jelio.'>hajiliat. 
— 'I’l-.r (i inifii v)f Gcih.'.i-uiaiu'.— I'iace of tho Temple.— Tho 
f a»r (treat Tuiubs.—- Sihia’.s lirouk. 

1): KING my stay in Jore.salein, a day seldom passed iu 
which 1 dill not vi.sit, tie' Cliureh of the Holy Sepulchre, 
hut my occu|)aTioji was ehietly to (»hscv\e the conduct 
of the pilgrims; and if tln^ reader will accomjiauy ma 
into the interior, ho will aco w hat 1 was in the habit of 
1 seeing; every day. 

Tli«‘ key uf the cliureh is kej>t by the governor of the 
city ; the di^or i.s guarded by a Turk, and opened only 
at. fixed lionrs, and then only with tlio consent of the 
! ihnu' coiivt iits, and in tho presence of their several 
I dragomen ; an arrangement w Inch often causes great 
I and \ e.xatious delavs to suedi as desire admittance. This 
nalily was ])rol)ably intended for solemnity and effect, 
hut ils consequence is exactly the reverse ; for as soon 
as the door is opened, tlm pilgrims, who have almost 
alway.s boon kept waiting for some time, and have na- 
turally Ikcoiuo impatient, rush iu, struggling with each 
otlier, overturning the dragomen, and thumped by the 
Turkish doorki’eper, and aro driven lilvc a herd of wild 
an. rials info r.lie body of the church. I do not mean 
to exaggerate a picture, tlio lighte.st of whose shades is 
already too darl . I tle.seriho only w hat 1 saw, and with 
thus assurance tlm reader must believe niv’ wiieii I say 
that. 1 Irequently considered it putting life and limb in 
ptu’il to mingle, in (hat crowd. I'robably it is iiotalway^) 
so; hut there were at that time within tlie walks 
Jerusalem from ton to twenty tli»»n.>-aiid 
all had conic to vijjit the iluly Jr-. pulcl.ov. 
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Supposing, theii) ilio rush to ho over, and the traveller Going ba.ck again from the door of the ohapel of 
to have recovered from its cflects, lie will find himself apparition, and turning to the left, on the right ia the 
in a large apartment, forming a. sort of vestibule ; on outside of the Greek chapel, which occupies the largest 
theleftjin arecessofthewall,is ji large divan, cushioned space in the body of the church ; and on the left is a 
and carpeted, where the Turkish doorkei^per is usually range of chapids and doors, the first of which leads to 
sitting, with half a <lozen of his friends, smoking the the prison wheri‘, they say, our Saviour was confined 
lono pipe and drinking eofibc, and always conducting before he was led to crueifixion. In front of the door 
hin?self with great dignity and propriety. Dii-eetly in is an uniiitelligihle machine, described as the stone on 
front, surmounted by an iron railing, having at each which oiir J^avioiir was placed wlion put in the stocks, 
end three eiionnous wax candles more than twenty feet 1 had never heard of this inci<Ient in the story of man’s 
hifdi, and snspendiKl above it a number of silver lamps redtrmption, nor, in all probability, has the reader; but 
of different sizes and fashions, gifts from the C'utholic, the f'liristians in Jerusalem have a groat deal more of 
(Jre('k, and Armenian convimts, is a long fiat stom.*, such knowledge than they gain from the Bible. Kvon 
called tlu‘“ stone of unction;” and on tins, it is said, I’anl know much that is not recorded in the sacred 
tlie body of our ]x)rd was laid wlien tak<ni down from volume ; for lie had a hook, written by a priest iu 
the cross, and washed and anointed in preparation Malta, and giving many particulars in the life of our 
for sepulture. This is tin* first object that arrests the Saviour which all the (evangelists never knew, or, know. 
]»ilgriins on their entrance ; and here tlu'v prosti*ato ing, have entirtdy omitted. 

themselves in succession, the old and the young, women Next is the clnuiel where the soldier who striuik his 
and children, the rich man aiirl the beggar, and all kiss spi'ar into the side of tlie lledeemer, as he hung ujuoi 
the sacred stone. It is a slab of polished wliite marble ; the ei'oss, ri'tlred and wept over his transgression, lie. 
and one? of the monks, wdioin J (tnestioned on the sub- yond this is the cliapel wluu’e the Jews divid(;d Christ's 
ject as lie rose from his kii(‘es, after kissing it most raiment, and “ cast lots for his vesture.” The next is 
devoutly, told me that it was not tli(‘ genuine stone, one of tlie most holy place's in the ehnrch, the ehapHl 
which lie said was imdtT it, the marble having hi*en of the cross. Descending tw(‘nf,y -eight broad inari>Io 
]dace(l thoiH' as an ornamental covering, and to protect steps, tlu* visitor conies to a large eliamhc'i* eighteen 
the hallowed relic from tin; abuses of the Greeks. ]>ae(.‘S square, dimly lighted )»y a few' distant lamps ; 

On th(i left is an iron circular railing, in the slia]ie the i- 0 (d is siqiported hy four short columns wdth enor- 
of a largo parrot’s cage, having within it a lamp, and mous ca]>Itals. In front of tlw' steps is the altar, and 
marking the spot where the wonu'iisat while the body on llui right a seat on wliieli tlie ICmpress Ilcdena, ad- 
was anoiuU;d for the tomb. In front of this is an open vised hy a dream wliert' the true (U’oss was to lie found, 
area, surrounded hy high .square eolunins, .supporting a sat and wat<died the w(»rknieii w ho were ‘^iok'hig hek.w, 
gallery above. The area is coveri'd hy a dome, iinpos- l>es(*ending again fourtemi st(‘})s, anotln.T chaniher is 
ing iu appearance and (.'ffect ; and directly under, in the n aehed, darker and more dimly lighted tlian the first, 
(a'Titre of tlii^ area, is an oblong building, about twenty and hung with fadecl I’lol tap(.*Ntry ; a marble slab, Iniv- 
feet long and twidve fi'ct high, circular at the hack, ing on it a figiirv* of the eros.., covers tin' mouth of the 
hut S({imre and finished with a platform in front; i>it in wliiidi the triu' cross was found. Tin* next (di.ipil 
and wiihin this building i.s the holy sepulchre. is over the spot where our Sa\iour was crowned with 

Leaving for a inomeiit the tlirimg tliat is constantly thorn.:.; and under th(> altar, ]iroteel(‘d by an ireii 
pressing at tlio door of the sepulchre, let us make the gr.-iting, is Ti:e vt'vv slom' on wliieli he sat. 'Dieii the 
tom* of tJic church. Around the open spatv* midi'r the visitor arrives at Mount Calvaiy. 

dome are .sniali cliajx'ls for the Syrians, (’opts, Maron- A narrow marbh' .staircase of eiglileen steps lead.s to 
ites, and other .s(?ef.s 01 Christians wlio have not, hke the ti chapel about Jifteeii ieet stjuan', paved with niarhle 
Catholics, the Gi’iu-ks and Armenians, large chapels in in mosaic, and Jiung on all .sides with silketi tapt'stry 
the body of the cliurch. lletvveeii two of the j>i)iar.s is and lamps dimly burning; tln.‘ eliajK'l is divided hy two 
.'inall door, opening to a dark g.’iliery, which lead.., short, pillars, hung al.so with silk, and supporting (piad- 
as th.e monks told me, to th(‘ toinlis of Jose])]i and Nieo- raiigniar arches. At tlur t'xtremity isa large altar, onia- 
demns, between wlucli and that of the Saviour tluMv is menied with ])aintings and figures ; ;uid und«T the altar 
a subterranean eeimiiiinication. These tonihs ar<' ex- a eircnlar silv(>r ]»l;ile, willi a. holt* in llieei'iitre, ip.di(*at- 
(ravated in the rock, wiiicli here forni.s tlie floor of ' ;; tluj sj)ot in which n'sh-d the s((q» (»f the cross. On 
till.' chainljcr. Without any expectation (d' making a l*Ii .sidi* (d‘ tlc' liole is anotln r, tlie two designating the 
discoviuy, 1 remeiiiber that oiiee, in }»rying about this places when’ the eros.ses of tin* tw d thk'vcs were erLcted ; 

] art of the building alone, I took the little ta]>er that and near liy, ui\ the .'■•ame marble jilatfonn, is uerevic<; 
iiglitod the chamber, and st(.'p[M.‘J down into the tomb ; about thi'i.'e fi et long and three inche-s wide, having 
and I had just time to .set; tliut. one of the exitavalions hra.^s h;irs(»vi'r it and a covering of silk. Kemoving tlie 
never could have been intended for a tomb, being not covering, hy the a»d of a lain]) 1 saw hemx'ith a fissure 
nmro tlian lliree feet long, vvlicJi I heard the foolstejv in a rock ; and this, .say tiie monks, is tlie rock which 
of pilgrim visitors, and scrainided out with .'Ucli ha.st(? vvas n'ut asunder w lu'ii our Saviour, in the agonies of 
that 1 let the taper fail, put out tJie Jiglit, and Iiad to death, cried out from the eros.s, “ My (h)d, my Go^l^ 
giiipe my way hack in the dark, vvJiy 1 ..st thou for.sakeii im; ?” Descending to the Hoer 

I’avther on, and nearly in range of the front of llie if tl. . ehnrch, iimh'nieath is an iron grating which 
sc])ulchi’e, is a large opening, ifjrming a .s<nt of court shown more distinctly the I'essun; in tiie rock; and 
to til 'iitrance of tin? Latin chapel. On one side ! diiarctly oppo.site is a. large inuaument over thg head ut 
gallery, containing a fine organ ; and the chapel it.self — Adam. 

s neat enouglj, and (h'liers liut little from those in the The reader will probably fliiuk that all thc'SC tliiiigi? 
churches of Italy. Tiiis i.( called the chapel of appari- are enough to he comiirisc'd under one roof; and hav- 
tion, where Chri-^t a]>per;red to the V'irgi'i, 'Vitliin the ing finished the tour of the cliurch, I returned to the 
door, on the right, in ,iji ■' nclosurc, <;oinplctely hidden giaxit. object of tlie pilgrimage to Jerusalem — the Holy 
from view, is the l ill o’ H' fiogelkition, to wliicli our .Sepulclire. Taking off the shoes on tlie marble pk'd- 
Saviour was tied when In: nv's :.. **urged, before h-;ing form in front, the visitor is tidinitted by a low door, on 
taken into tiie])resein of 1 A • mg .stick entering which tlie proiuhiist head must nconls do reve- 

la passed through a hole in the onclosure, llu^ ’nndle riuicc. In the centre of the first chamber is the stone 
being outside, and the pilgrim lln usts it in till if b.rikcs which w'as rolled aw*ay from the mouth of the scpulchio 
against the pillar, when he draw.s it ou.. ard kiss' ■ Oie —a square block of nuirhlo, cut and polished; and 
point. Only one Imlf of tlio j.illar i.s In • ; the other tinmgh the Armenians Jiave lately succeeded in esta- 
iialf is in one oi tJie churclie.s at itoine, wherij may also hli.shmg the grjnuinciie.s.s of the stone in their chapel on 
be bocu the j^ble on wliicli our Saviour ate hi.s last Mount Sion (lijc admi.s.sion hy the other monks'; how- 
^uisciple.s, and llio btonc on winch tin' ‘x being ahvays accompanied by the assertion tlia 
Peter denied 1 is mtuster ! j,. y ..lok it), yet the iufutuated Greek stUl. kisses and 




adored this block of marble os the very stone on which declivity of the mountain, 1 had no doubt I was looking 
the angel sat when he announced to the women, He upon that great gathering-place, where, throe thousand 
is not dead ; he is risen ; come seo the place where the years ago, the Jew buried his dead under the shadow 
bord lay.” Again bending tlie head, and lower than of the Temple of Solomon ; and where, even at this day, 
before, the visitor enters the inner chamber, the holiest in every country where his race is known, it is the 
of holy places. The sepulchre “ hewn out of the ro(dv” dearest wish of his heart tliat his bones may be laid to 
ia a marble sarcophagus, somewhat resembling a com- rest among thos(; of liis long-buried ancestors, 
inon niavble bathing-tub, with a lid of the same material. Near tlio })ri(lgc is a small table-rock, reverenced as 
(jver it hang forty-three lamps, whicli burn without llicspot where Sfopheii the Martyr Avas stoned to death ; 
(‘casing night and day. The sarco])liagus is .six feet but even here one cannot go far witlioiit finding tlio 
Olio inch long, and occupies about one half of tlie hamliwork of the Lady llehMia. A little to the left is 
cliamber ; and one of the monks being always present the tomb of .]ose])h and Mary. Descending a few steps 
to receive the gifts or tribute of tluj pilgrims, there is to a large marble door, opening to a subterraneous 
only room for three ()r four at a lime to enter. The church, excavated from the soliil rock, and thence by 
wafis arc of a greiniisli marble, iisiially called verd- a flight of fifty marble stcj)s, eacli twenty feet long, avo 
antique, and this is all. And it Avill be borne in mind come to the floor of the clnimher. (Jn the right, in a 
that all tliis i.s in a building above ground, standing on large recess, is the tomb of tin; N'irgin, having over it 
the floor of the church. an altar, and over tlie altar a painting representing her 

If 1 can form any judgment from my own b'clings, deatli-hed, with the Son staiiding over her, to comfort 
every man other than a blind and determined entliii- her and receive licr blessing. Tliis is an iiitere.sting 
t-iast, Avhen he stands by the side of that marble sarco- doiiu.'stic reflation in Avhicli to exliibit a motlier and her 
])hagus, inii.st be ready to oxelaim, ‘‘ This is mit the sou, but rather ineousistent Avilh the Bilile account of 
place Avhero the Lord lay and yet I must la? Avroiig,fov the Virgin Motlun* being present at the crneiiixioii of 
sensible iiieii have thought otJicrwise ; and Dr Riehiir<l- our Lord. Indee«l, it is a singular fact, that Avith all 
son, the most cautious traveller in the Holy Land, tlie jiious homage which they pay to the Son of (lod, 
speaks of it as the iMansion of vietory, Avliero Clirist adoring liiin as c<jual with the Father in poAver and 
triumphed over the grave, and disarmed death of all goodness, and Avorshipping the very ground on Avhicli 
its terrors.” The fijolings of a man are to be mivied he is supposed lo have trodden, there is still among the 
wlio (Mil so b(‘lieA’c. 1 (Miiiiot imagine a higher and Christ tans of the Fast a constant tendency to look upon 
liolicr enthusiasm ; and it would lie far more agreeable bim as a man of flesli. lu a community like ours, go- 
to sustain than to dissolve such illusions ; but although verned by an nniv(‘i‘sal sentiment of the spiritual cha- 
1 might be deceived by my own imagination amt tlie ractm* of om* Saviour, it would be regarded as setting 
glowing descriptions of travellers, 1 Avould at least liavi* at d(‘liance the religious impr(*sHioiis of the people oven 
the merit of not decei>ing otbt'rs. Tlu‘ sepulchre of to repeat Avliat is talked (d‘ familiarly by tin? people of 
t'lirist is too holy a thing to be imule tli<‘ subject of tin; Ikist ; but at the risk of imuirrlng liiis rejiroacli, it 
Ifickt'vy and (h'cejition , and I am perjiuaded tluil il is n<‘cessary t<» illustrate tln.ir cliavacter, to say that I 
A\(.'uld be far lx tter for tlie interests of Clivistianity that bavi; heard them talk of tlie Saviour, and of every iuci- 
iT had remained for ('ver locked nji in the hands of the dent in his liistovv, as a man with whom they had been 
Turks, and all acces.v, lo it, l.ieen denied lo Christian feet, j familiar in liis life ; of the Virgin muring tlii‘ Jitth; 

Ihit I was nut disposed to eavil. It was far (.*asier, desus of his sialnro, sLiviiglh, age, tin; colour of his 
iiul suited my luimour far belter, to take things as 1 hair, his complexion, ami of every incident in liis life, 
louiul them ; and in this spirit, umler the guidance of real or supp»»‘^ed, from his ascension into Jieaven down 
a monk, and accom].»anied by a proees^ion of pilgrims, to tin; wasliing of his linen.” 

1 Avandert.'d tlirough tlie streets of Jerusalem; visited 7 \t. ilie foot of ilie liillon the bordt'rs of tlie Valley of 
the I’oe.l of llethesda, wlnn-e David saw Bethsheha bath- J\diosljapliai, beneath the Mount of Olives, we came to 
iug ; tlie live porches Avlien; tin* sick Avere* brought to ih(‘0:irdt‘nof(lellist'm;nie. l.ikethegrear liutllo-grounds 
lie healed ; tin; house; of , Simon llu* I’hariset*, where where kingtloms havt* l)e('n lost ami won, the stubborn 
Mary Magdalene coidessial her sins; the prison of .'^t earth bear.*? no traces (»f the s(‘enes that have jiassed ujxni 
i’eler ; till' house of .Mary tin* mother (»f .Mark; the its surface ; and a .stranger miglit easily pass the Carden 
inansion of .Dives and the liou'-e of Lazarus (which, by of Oetbsemane without knowing it as the jdace where, 
the way, not lo i)e sceptical again, did ma look as if its on tin* night on Avliieh lu' was la'lcayed, the .‘sa.A'ioiU' 
ti'iiant had ever lain at its neigliboiu'^ gate, and beggeti j w.iiidnxl with his disciples, it was enclosed by a Ioaa', 
for the ‘W'rumbs wln’idi fell from tlu' rich man's (able”) ;; broken stone fence, and an Arab I’eiiah aams quietly 
and entering tlie Via Dolorosa, the ^\ay by which the i turning np the ground with his spade. According to 
Saviour passo<i from the judgment-hall (u I’ilati; to ■ my measurement, tin* garden is ibriy-s('veu paces long, 
(’ulvary, .saAV tin; spot where tlie p(xq»!.> l.Tul ’'’.)ld of and forty four wide. U eonlains eight (dive-trees, which 
Simon the Cyreme, and cvnnpelh'd him to be ar tlie ciws ; the monks believe to hav»; betm standing in the days of 
tlire(‘ dilfeiviit .stones on Avliicli ('hrist, fainting, sal t.iir .Si a ioiir, and to wliieli a g(*n! lem.iii, in wiiose kriOAV’- 
down to rest; passed under tin* airh called Ih-ce Homo, IiMlge J iia\'e coidideiiee, asenlaxt an age of more than 
and look'd U}> at tin; Aviudow from aaIhcIi the Komaii | eight humlred yi ars. ( )ne ot tliese, tlie largest, barked 
judge exclaimed to the jjerseculing Jew.-, ilchold tin; j and .scarllied 1 >n tin* knives ol pilgrims, is reverenced 
man !” j as the ideinieai tree U)jder whieli Christ was bi'traved ; 

lint if the straiig(*r leaves tin; '.valf. ef (he city, his ; and its enormous roots, growing high out of the earth, 
faith is blit so severely te.sted : and for mv e-wn* pari, i could induce a belief of almost, any degree of antiquity, 
disposed to indeuinily myself tor my unwiiling scepti- j A little oniside tlie fence of tlu; garden is a stone, reve- 
cisiii, the third day after my arrival at Jeru.s.ib.n), »)u j renced as marking the hallow-ed place Avhere Christ, 
a bright and beautiful morning, with my .Nubian club I in tin* agony of bis spirit, prayed that the cup iniglit 
iu my hand, Avhicli soon heeamo tin; terror of all tlu; pass from liim ; a little farllicr, Avlnnx; ho “ sAvate great 
cowardly dogs in Jerusaii.iii, .1 stood on the llp'esliold drops of blood and a little tartber is the spot to whicli 
of St StuplnuTs Cate. Paul Avas with me ; and .sto))])ing be returned, and found the discijdes slettping ; and n > 
f<>r a moment among tho tombs in the Turkish burying- good pilgrim ever passes from the. Garden of Ceth^e- 
ground, avo deseonded towards tho bridge across tlie mane to tho .Mount of Oliviis A^’itliout doing reverence 
brook Kedron, and the inysterioiis valley of Jchoslia- in these holy places. 

phut, llerci 1 was indeed among the hal’owed places of In eoiupfiny with a long procession of pilgrims, who 
the Bible. Here all Avas as nature had lef( it, aiul spared had heeii a-ssembling in the garden, avc ascended the 
by the desecrating hand of man ; and a.s 1, g.tzod upon iMouut of Olives, 'riie mount consists of a range of four 
the vast sopulciuxd momiinent.s, tlu; t^nbs of Ah.sahmt, mountains, Avitli summits of unequal aJritude.s. The 
Xachariali, and JeJioshapli.it, and tlie thoiiyands and Jiiglicst rises from tlic Garden of GctJiscmaiio, and is 
tens of thousands of llebroAv tombstones covering the the one fixed upon as tho place of our i^aviour’s ascen- 



f)4 TRAmi IN THSi l86l>^ tAM). 


Hiou. About half way up 5s a ruinprl n)ouast 0 i 7 , built, 
accoi*ding to the monks, over tho spot where Jesu« sat 
down and wept over the city, nud uttered tliat prediction 
which has since been so fearihlly voritied. The olivo 
still maintains its ])lace on its native mountain, and now 
grows spontaneously upon its top and sides, ;is in the 
days of David and o'ur .Sjjvit>ur. In a lew moments we 
reached the sinninit, the vit^w from which embraces, 
perhaps, more inten'sting objects llian any oti\er in tlie 
world ; tlie Valley of Jc'boshapliat, tlie (lardeii of Geth- 
senni!ie,and the city «d‘ J(*rusalein, tli<‘ IMains of Jerieho, 
the Valley of tho Jordan, and the Dead Sea. 

On the top of the inoiinlain is a miserable Arab vil- 
lage, in the centre* of wliich is a small octagonal building, 
erected, it is said, over tiie spot from wliicli our Saviour 
ascended into heaven ; and the print, of his foot, say the 
monks, is still to be seen. Tliis print is in the rock, 
enclosed by an oblong border of marble ; and pilgrims 
may at any time bo seen taking, in wax, impressicnis <d‘ 
the holy footstep; and for this, too, they are iiuh‘l.»tt‘d 
to tho research and bounty of the Kinpivss Helena. 

Descending again to the ruined monastery, at the 
place where our .Sa\ionr, more than IJUK) years ago, 
wept ON'cr tho city and pvodicted its eternal ruin, I sat 
down on a rough stone to survey and muse over tlie 
favoured and fallen .Jeriisah'iu. The whole city lay 
extomh'd before mo like a map. I could sec ami <lls- 
tinguishtln* strect.s, and llie whoh* interior to the inner 
Bide of the farther wall ; and oli ! bow diJlerent from 
the city of our Saviour's love ! 'i'hougli t'vou then but 
a mere appendage of imperial Hoim*, it retained the 
magnificent wonders of its Jewish kings, and, pre-emi- 
nent even among the splendid faiu.'s of iK-athen worship, 
rose the proinl temple of tin; great King S<»!oin()n. 
Solomon and all his glory have departed ; et'utnries ago 
the great temple which lie built, the gl«)rv of the wlmle 
earth,*’ was a heap <»f ruins; in the propiu tic woials of 
our Saviour, not one siom* was left, upon anotlier; and, 
in tho w’anton spirit of trinrnjih, a eomjnering gimeral 
iirove his plvmgli over its site, i'or y. ars its very j-im 
lay buried in ruins, till tlio Saracen came with Ins ter- 
rible war-cry, “ The Koran or lh<? swor<l and th<' great. 
Mosque of Ornar, the holy of Ijolies in tin.* eyes of all 
true believers, now rears its lofty doim.? upon tlie fonn- 
dations of the Temple of Solonmn. 

From the place wliero f .sat, ilje Mosque of Omar was 
the only olijeet tliat reJieve^l thog<.iierai dulness of lln; 
city, and all the rest waas <lark, monotonous, and gloomy ; 
no spires reared their taiierlng points to tlie skies, nor 
domes nor minarots, tin; ])ride and ornament of otlo r 
Turkish cities. All was as still as death ; and the only 
apparent sign of life was the sti-aggling figun' of a Mus- 
sulman, with his slippers In lii.s ]i.i.n<l, stealing up the long 
courtyard to tlie tlireshold of the mosque, 'flu* Mosque 
of Omar, like the great ino.squeat Mecea, tlie birtlqdaei* 
of tho Prophet, is regardi’d with far nior* veneration 
than even that of St Sojjliia, or any otlier edifice of i\ 
Mohammedan wor.*^hip ; and to tlii.s d.a v tie Koran e,r 
the sword i.s tlu^ doom of any hold infrud.-r vitliln irs 
Bucred ])rocinels. At the noi-tJun/i exlrianity of the 
mosque is the Golden (jate, for manvyrai's clf»Sf‘d, and 
fl:ink(!(l with a towm.’, in wliich a Mu.ssnl 11*00 s(*J<lier 5 
constantly on guard ; for tin; d’nrks bt-ii'-ve that, by 
that gate, tl'o Christians will one day enter aitd obtain 
posscssir)!! of tlio city —city of mystery and w«auier, ’.nd 
still to he the seen.: of iniraeh.s ! J t shall he trodden 
down hy tho Geniiles itnlil the time of die vlenCh's be 
fulfilled;” and th e xinie sliail coijie when tlie crescent 
shall no longer gliiU** over batlienient.s, nor tlie 
banner of tho Protiliet wavf: uw. its walks. 

Returning to the \ Iley oi .j, lioshaj/iaf, and pri: sing 
along its eastern side, wc canu* ir the gr-w. ; r, iiig- 
grouiid of the Jews. Among its. nioiiumeilts ii*'- f iiir, 
unique in their appearance and eonstnieue and .lown 
from time immemorial as thetomhs of .^salom, John- 
shapbat, St Janie.s, and the prophet Zaelianah. Ail 
are cj^t.put of the solid rock ; the toiob of Ahsalom is a 
gttjgii^ftpne, aw large as «n or linaiy two-.story horn. 

with twenty-four .scmi-coUmins of the 


Doric order, supporting a triangular pyramidal top. 
The top is battered and defaced; and no pilgrim 
whether Jew or Christian, ever passc?8 through the 
Valley of Jehoahaphat without casting a stone at the 
sepulchre of the rebellious son. No entrance to this 
sepnlcdire has over been discovered ; and the only way 
of gt'tting into the intt'rior is by a hole broken for the 
purpose in one of ihe sides. 

liehiiul tlie tomb of Al»salom is that of Jehoshaphat 
“the King of Jiidali, who walked in the ways of the 
Lord.” It is an (‘xcavation in the rock, tlie door In mg 
its only ornament, 'fhe interior was dani|j, the water 
trickling from the walls, and nearly filled with .sand aiKj 
cruinhling stones. Tin* next is the tomb of St Jaiiits 
standing out holdiv in the side of the mountain, with a 
handsome portieo of four columns in front, an entraiieo 
at the sid(‘, and many chanihers within. After this is 
the tomb of /aeh.ariah, like that of Absalom hewn (up; 
of tlie .solid roek ; anil like tliat, too, liavin’g no known 
entrance. Notwithstanding the speeilic names given to 
tliese tombs, it is altegetlu'i* uiict.'rtaiii to what age tlicy 
beloiig ; and it is gcnu'rally considered that the style of 
architect lire precludes the supposition that they are tho 
\\«)rlv of Jewish budilers. 

Leaving them aiti'r a cursory examination, wc dc. 

I sceiuled tho valley ; and following tin? now dry bc'd of 

I the l\<‘tii-on, we e.aine to “ Silon’s brook, that Ihnvcd 
fast by the orach* of (jod,” wliich, coming from tlii'toot 
of Mount /ion, )ii*ro pri'seiii.s its<>lf as a, bicintiful 
stream, ami runs wiudiug and innnmiring througli tho 
valloy. Humlreds of pilgrims wore strctelied r.n its 
hank; and a little ;d)ove is tlie sacred pool issuing Irom 
flu* rock, f'lieloM'd h\ sfoiu* w.ills, with a descent l.iv t\A’o 
Mights of .‘-feps, “ Go n.'isli in tin* pool ef Siloam,” s;ii(l 
(.'hri-t to ilie in;m wlio w.is liorn I'liiid ; ;ind. like myself, 
a mnuher <'f pilgrims were now lioiiding over the por.l, 
and washing in it' Imliowed wa.n rs. Falsing by di,: 
grea': tre<* umim* which tin.* Fi'ojvhci, Isaiah was sawed 
a*-umler, I turned n]> towards the city, and in a lew 
minnics was standing on Mount /ion. 


rilAPTMU \X I \. 

The Field (‘f T{lcu)fl.—.\ 'l iavrlh i ' ’(iTnj.linicat.— roiy- 
inony. — A ll.ii'ta.l U.tHeah -- O.-'lemalicm lluinilil;.’." I'lidc 
niu--t h.'ivc a FiiU.- -Au Aack nt Ki'lie.- .si.iniin;iry ]ji igi>laiJoxi, 

Alt. th.at is interesting alioul, Jernsaleni may lx.* seiai in 
a few (jays. My In . a 1th eompelled me to remain there 
mon* tlian three wetdas, during v. hii-li 1 iinidt* two ex- 
eur.shfiis, one to the aiieieiit eily of Joppa, and tlie other 
to tlu* Dead .^('a. As soon as 1 (ton d do so, however, 
I visited ail tile places, to see whlcii is tlio business (»f 
a ]>ilgrlm to tl holy city, 'flic fonrtli morning after 
my arrival, I »'nt, out at tlio Dethiehem (.kite, and, 
crossing the V ey of i.he sons of llimnon, on the sido 
(J‘ the opposil(? inountaiu I came to the Aei'ldama, er 
lield of blood, tluj lield honglit with “ tin.' fldrty piccert 
of .silver,” wliieh to tliis day remains a puhlic huiying- 
pl'ieo .u- potter’.s lield. A large chaniher exeavated in 
rlio rock is still the chai’iiel-lioiise (d‘ tlie poor and uu- 
honoui*ed dead of Je rusalem. 'I'hi* fabulous aecvuiut i.‘!» 
lli.at. thv*eartli of that lield will iti forty -eight hlmrs con- 
sume the ile.sh from off the b(.n(\s coininilted to it. 

Leaving this n'sting-plaee (tf poverty, and perliaps of 
crime, i w’ander(*d ani(»ng the tombs on the sides ol tlio 
mountain — tombs ornamented witli sculpture, and di- 
vided into eb.irnbers, tbe last abodes of the great ami 
rich of Jerusaiem ; but the beggar, rudely thrown into 
tin.* common pit in the p(»tt(*r’s held, and the rich man 
hnd by pious hands in the scniljitui’cd .sepulchre oi h«S 
aiicestor.s, are alike nothing. . 

Outsuio the Damascus Gate, and about half a 
distant, is wliat is lailh d tlio Sepulchre ol the Kings qf 
J ndah. This sepnlidi re is hew n out of the rock, and 
I in Ir 'it a large square excavation, tlKscntrance to wlncu 
' i- u; der a sniaii anth. To tho loft, on Js ® 

l.'irg portico, nine pncea long, and four wi4‘&> with 
jircldtravc, on which arc sculptured fruit and now^i 
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niucli defaced ; and at the end, on the left, a hole, filled 
j,p with stones and rnhbish, barely large enough to 
».nal)lt' one to crawl through on hands and knees, leads 
to a chainbor eight paces square ; and from this cham- 
ber there are three doors, two directly opposite, and one 
to the right. Entering that to the right, wo ibniid our- 
j^olves in another chamber,' on each of the three sides 
of which was a large door, with smaller ones on eit.iier 
side, opening to small rece|)tacles, in each of which were 
places for thive bodies. 'J’he door of this chamber, now 
Iviiig on tli<^ floor, was a curious work. It had hcf'u cut 
from the solid rock, and ina(l<5 to turn on i(s liinges or 
fidckets withemt having ever Ixaui j-emoved from its 
place. On the right, a singk' dour l('a<]H duwji reveral 
ytej)S into a dark eliamber, when' wo luuiul the lid of a 
wircophagns elegantly carved. 'I’lie other doors ojxming 
from the great cliamher lead to otlu. rs inferior in si/e 
and workmanship. On coming out of one of tlunn, at 
the very moment when I extinguislied my light, the 
lioleof entrance was suddenly darkened and stop]M d up. 

J had left a strange Arab at the door ; and renuMiiher- 
ing the fearful fJioaght that had often come; over nn; 
wliile cree]dng among the tombs in Egypt, of being shut 
vip and eiit(»ml)<‘d alive, my first impulse was to ciirsi- 
niy folly in corning into such a place, and h aving myself 
c() completely in tlie power of a stranger, Out I was 
taking the alarm too soon. It was onlyiise Arab Iiiin- 
.si'lf coming in. lie, too, liad liis a]q)relienHioii5'i : and, 
from my remaining so hnig witliin, iM gan to h artbat 1 
had crawled out sone Ijuek way, ami given bis bnek- 
sheesh the slit*. 

Ihit enougb of the tombs, i h :\\o iLe abodes of the 
dead, and turn to (lio living ; rnd aimnig the living in 
flernsalein, thev<‘ are few wlm live b'-rter than lliemonks. 
Cliaieanbriand, in his po-'lleal «!eseription of his pilgri- 
mage to the Holy Land, givi s an <‘>a'fedii!g intere'-t t(» 
the eliaraeter of tin s<.‘ monks. {i<’re re'-ide," sdd h.-, 
‘‘ coinnumities of Christian nnnd^s wlioin tnohing run 
compel to forsake lln* tomh of Christ ; m itlior plnmh i*, 
riir pej'sonal ill ireatim.-nl, nor inenaet s of d<Mih it^-lf. 
Aight and day tin v eliant tin ir hymns avo- nd tbolndy 
nejinlelire. l.)riv<‘n by lln.’ cudgel and tin* sabre, wonum, 
children, lloeks, and liertls, seek r« luge in tin* eloi'-u rs 
,a- o WI...+ 1 nh 1 

Iroiit pursiting bis prey, and eoa'i-tlj rowing '•n ebl 
vamparls ? the charity of the monks. 'I'ln* • dejndv «. 
theins<'i\('s of ibe l.r-t resotin’cs of life to ran am tln*ii 
.sii|i|)liaiits,” 

The first glance at. the well-n'd snjierlor of tbe con- 
vent, of derusah ro dispelled in my mind all sneh pcM-lic 
illusions, though tin* beantifnl rlmpsody was fully a p- 
prcciat(*d by tli(.>s(* of whom it was uifered. thi my lir'st 
itflcrvii’W with the superior, an old itnuik <*Mtere»l dio 
room, wlio wfLS in the convent at file (lino <d iJio visit ot 
Cliateaiihriainl, and both said thi»t, tin y b.ad r- a'l the 
accounts of several travellers in tin- Jbdv i-amt, ainl 
HOIK? could be conqiared with bis. 1 do no\ mvan t»* sp-*a]v 
barsldy of them jK*rsonaliy, f<n* tbv'y wevo my Imsl and 
every KMsteni traveller knows the comfort ol a cell in 
a convent compared with ;my otlu’r slieiier lie can find 
ill the Holy Land. I'ai-ticularly 1 would not speak 
harshly of tlic siqierior of the e; Mvei!i at .li rusah in, 
towanis whom 1 have an exc<.*..*ding!y kind leeliiig, ami 
^\ith whom I w^as on tertns of i at Inn* jocose intimacy. 
Tlie second time 1 saw' him ho railed at ru* witli much 
good-natured indignation for Im-ing taken oif two or 
three inches of my lieard, ami, during tlie wlmle fiiiiG 
I was in Jerusalem, 1 was in the habit of calling upon 
him almost every day. 1 owe Idm soiiielhing, too, ou 
I'auPs account, lor lie did that w'orthy inau-of-all-work 
H most t?Fpecial honour. 

Since our arrival at tlic convent, Paul had rf?tuvncd 
to tho essence of liis Catholic faith, to wit, tlm .strict 
ohRcrvance of its forms. In the dest?rt ho i.ad often 
grumbled at being obliged to go without aiii.nal foud ; 
hut no sooner did ho come within the odour of burning 
license, than he felt the enormity of ever liaving ent(?r- 
f«tiued so impious a thought, and set liiniaelf down like 
a martyr to tho table of tlie convent. lie w as, m his 


yrSLy, an epicure ; and it used to amuse me, while plac- 
ing before him the breast of a cbicken, to see him turn 
his oyc?s wistfully towards me, and choke himself upon 
pidso and beans. He went through it all, however, 
though with a had grace ; and his piety was not lost 
upon tlie superior, who sent for himafew moniing.s after 
our arrival, and told him that a grand ceremony of 
washing tlie feet of tlie discijiies was to take place in the 
chapel, and desired him to otfitiiatc as one of them. It 
wasaimisingto see Paul's alt(?red manner on his return. 
With a dignity, and at tlie same time a respect, which 
he .se(*ined all at once to li.'ive acquired from his clear 
understanding of iiis iv.'lativedutie.s, liciiskedme whether 
1 could .spare liiin tin* ni*\t afii rnoon, .stating the rea.son, 
and the honour tin; sujiorior had done him. 1 told him, 
of course, that I would not interfere witli his jilaying 
such an iinp.trtant ]>art ; and as it would he a mnv cha- 
raeter for him to appear in, 1 siiould like to he present 
at tin; representation. Tiie next day he came to me 
with bis coat l.'Ultoned tight aeni.^-s bis bi’east, his boots 
poli.slu*d, and liat smoothed to a hair, ami told me, with 
great gravity, tliat the supt*rioi* had st nt me his parti- 
cular eoinpiiinenlH, and an invitation to bo jirosent at 
tin; ceremony ; and turning away, he remarked, with 
an air t‘f nonchalance, that a Sicilian priest, who had 
jn.st left UK*, and \vlio was arranging to accompany me 
to t))o Dead Sea, was to I'C one of his as.sociates in tho 
ci'reiiiony. 

Ikiul was evidently v(-i*y mucli lifted up: ho was 
constantly telling Elias, tin* eook of the convent, that 
In* \\ant«.*d Mieh ami such a thing for to-morrow after- 
noon ; lagging me not to iv.ake any ('ugagemeut for 
lo-inorvo\v afleriK'on ; and, in dm; sea -on, lo-morrow' 
afti-niooii e.'nne*. 1. ( liter; d my room a little before 
tin* tinug :nid found him at relu'arsal, witli a. large tub 
of water liefiirf* liiin, (prudently washing Ids feet beforc- 
hami. 1 was a good (i; :i1 di^.posed to bring dow'U his 
dignity, and t'-M him that it was well enough to re- 
hearse Ids part, hm tiiat lie (-n-iiir to l;.*a\e at least one 
ft'oi uiiw;;.'.!'. d. /i.s a .snrr of Ijonu.'S for Ids frit.*ml llio 
snpeiEo*. J'anl wa--^ .i good d; ai .scandalise*,! at my 
!e\i*v oj‘ manner, niel got out of my reacJi as soon as 
in* cmild. .Af.< r\\ard-, Imwevc-r, 1 saw him in om^ of 
iili til* ith L'uter 

oil of dignii v than i-ver. .1 .saw him again in the 
of 111 ;* ;'*>nv('nt, .siamiing in line with his asso- 
ciates ; ami (*xe«'})ting liim, the Sicilian prit’st, and one 
. wii*t uaa ]nit ill to till up, I never saw a set of 
iiarder- -Ling seoumivels. 

'.1 h* ; lu emony of washing the fcet of (In' disciples, 
i'i -id* hy our .'‘'^avimir as a heanlifnl loshon of humility, 
is ]»erl(j ned troiii yeai* l*» year, ostensibly to teach the 
Mine lesion ; and in ilds c;i.m* tin* humility of tluj supe- 
ier was i \ai{*-(l s.]iam**iuliy at ih*" e.xpcnse of the di«- 
iph's. .M*»M ol the twelve Avonld ha\e come under the 
• im aning, ihoiigh nieNi-licabl**, t*'rm of “ l(»afer but 
1 om*. a Migrant Pol*-, was, Vn*\eml all j'cradventuve, the 
: greate.^d i>lackgnar*l 1 i‘\*.‘V saw. A black muslin frock 
I coat, dirty and ; !*(ssy from l;nig List*, buttoned tight 
I across tia; breast, and reaching down to his ankles, 
j ami an old b'xy, low-cr*)win*d liat, too hig for him, ami 
I almost. coveri;:g his e?es ami ('ar.s, formed his entire 
! ilri't s, for lie liad no tr*)nsi*rs, .shoes, or shirt ; he was 
I siiuii-iiosed, po*.*k-mark*'d, and son‘-oycd ; wore a long 
bi'urd, and proliahly could not rcimmiber the last time 
j he jiad washed Ids faei* ; think, then, of his feet. If 
1 Paul had been dignitied, fir was putVed up filmost to 
j hurst ing; ami tho self-complacency with which ho 
looked u]>on hiin.self and all around liim was adinirabl;. 
beyond description. Hy great good fortuin; for niy 
de...igns against Paul, the Polo stood next, and before 
bim in the line of the guasi disciples ; and it was re- 
fi*eshiiigto turn from the consequetttial and complacent 
air of the one to the crestfullen look of the other ; and 
to si'i; him, the moment he caught my cyi', with a sud- 
deniu*ris tliat iimdi; me laugh, turn hi.s head to the other 
sidt; ; Imt ho had hardly got it there before he found 
me on that side too ; and so I k(?pt him watching and 
dodging, and in a perpetual fidget. To add to his mor- 
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tiBcation^ the Pole seemed to take particularly to him ; 
and as he was before him in the lino, was constantly 
turning round and speaking to him with a patronising 
air ; and I capped the climax of Jiis agony by going up 
in a quiet way, and asking liijn who was the gentleinau 
before him. I could see Jnni wince, and for a moment 
I tlmught of letting him alone; but he was often on 
stilts, and I seldoju had such an opj^ortuiiity of pulling 
him down. Besides, it was so ludicrous, I could not 
help it. Jf I liatl laid any one with me to sharti the 
joke, it would have been exquisite. As it was, when I 
saw his determination to dodge mo, I iu‘glectt.‘d c;very 
tiling else, and devoU'd niysell' entirely to him ; and, let 
the poor fellow turn whore he would, he was sure to 
find me leaning against a pillar, with a suiihi on my face 
and my eyes intently iix(‘d iq>on him ; oecasioually I 
would go up and ask him some tjnestLoii about his 
friend heforti him ; and finally, as if 1. couhl not joke 
about it any more, and felt on my own aeeoiint the 
indignity oli'ort'd to him, 1 told him that, if 1 were he, 
J would not staml it any longer; that I was ashamed 
to see him with such n> pack of rascals ; that they had 
made aeatVpaw of him, and advised him to run for it, 
saying that I would stand by him against a hull from 
the }) 0 ])c. lie now spoke for the first time, and told 
me that he had been thinking of the same thing; and, 
by degrees, aetually worked himself up to the desperate 
j)itch of ineurring the hazard of exeoinnumieation, if 
it vniist nee<ls be so, and had his shoes anti stockings 
ill his hands ready for a. start, when 1 lirought him 
down again by telling him it would soon be ovtn* ; and, 
although he had been most shamefully treattMl, that 
he might cut the gentleinau next to liim whemwer lie 
plcas(?d. 

After goading him as long as he could jiossihly b(‘ar, 
I left him to observe iht* eereniony. At th<‘ upper end 
of thechapt i, jdaeed there for the oceasitm, was a large 
tihair, with a gilded frame nn<l vt.*lvtd hack and cushion, 
intended as the seat of tin? nominal disciple. Before it 
was a largo copper vase, filled with water, ami a pleii’ 
tiiul sprinkling of rose-leaves ; and liefore that, a large 
red velvet cushion, on which the supei'ior kinaded lo 
]>erform thoofHco of lavation. I need not sugg».*st how 
inconsistent was this disjday of gold, rost‘-\vater, iind 
velvet, with the huinhle scene it was intended to repre- 
sent ; luit the tins(?l and show imposed upon the eyes 
for whieli they wore intomled. 

One after the other the disciples eaine up, seated 
themselves in the chair, and ])nt their feet in the copper 
vase. The superior kneele<l upon tlie cushion, with both 
his hainis washed the right foot, wiped it with a idean 
towel, kissed it, and then held it in his hands to receive 
the kisses of the monks, and of all volunteers that offered. 
All went on well miougli until it <‘aine to the turn of 
Paul’s friend and fon-runner, the doughty Bole. 'J’here 
was a general titter as he took his place in the chair ; 
and I saw the superior and theinonk w ho assisted hit.: 
hohl down tlndr heads and laugh almost convulsively. 
The. Bole seemed to hi; eonseions that he was creating 
a sensation, and that ail eyes wert tijion him, and sat 
w ith his arms folded, with an ease and seli-(r(*nipla<rency 
altogether iiuhiseriha hie, lo«)]dn^; down in the vase, and 
turning his foot in the superior’s hands, ht.-e] up, toe up, 
so as to iaeilitatii the process; and wlum the siqurior 
had washed and kissed it, and was holding it n > for 
others to kiss, hti looked about him with all the gran- 
deur el a mmiareh in the act of coronatioi. Keej»ing 
Ills arms folded, lie h iriy threw liiinself back into the 
huge chair, lool.ing IVimo his foot to the monks, and 
from the monks to his foot aga as one to wlioi” the 
w«mld had nothing im.rc* to tf -v. I r/as m., -e tlian a 
minute before any one would venture upon the perilouM 
task oi kissing those very suspicions toes, and Bit monk 
tvho was as isting the superior had (o gm roun 1 and 
drum tliem up ; though he laid already ' tssed h once 
in the way of his particular doty, to set an example lie 
kissed, it a sec-ond time ; and now, as if ashamed of their 
backwardness, two or three rusiie I forward ilv once: 
and, once broken; the effei t seemed electric, an- 


there was a greater rush to kiss his foot than there 
been to any of the others. 

It was almost too hard to follow Paul after this dfs. 
play, I ought to have spared him, but 1 could not 
His mortification was in proportion to liis prodecosBov’s 
pride. He was sneaking up to the chair, when, starthid 
by some noise, lie raised his head, and caught the evo 
which, above all others, he woiihl have avoided, '-y 
broail laugh was on my face ; and poor I’aul was s > 
discomfited that ho stunildod, and ciinif: near iiitehiurr 
headlong into the vase. 1 could not catch his eye again • 
lie seemed to Iiave resigned himself to the w'orst. i’ 
followed him I'oiinil in the proctcssion, as he thrice inaili* 
the tour of the (diapel nnd corridors, with a long liglit(i,[ 
candle in his hand ; and then wo went down to the 
superior’s room, where the monks, the superior, ih„ 
twidvo, and mys(*lf, were entertainod with coffee. An 
the Bole, who had lagged behind, entered aft(*r we weiv! 
all scateil, the superior, with the humour of a gf) 0 (l 
fellow, cried out, “ Viva Pohicca all hrokii out into a 
loud laugh, and Ihuil escaped in the midst of it. About, 
an hour afterwards I met him outside the Damascii:; 
(Safe. Bveii then he would have shunned me ; hut ( 
called him, and, to his great relief, neither tlien nor .u, 
any other time referred to the washing of the fee t ( f 
the diseipk's. 

The reader may remeinlx'r tlu; kindness with wliif‘!i 
I had been received l>y tin' chief rabbi at Ih'bron. Uis 
kindness did not end tliere ; a few' days after niy arrival, 
the child* ruhbi of JiTusalem, the high-priest of tin- 
dews in tin? city of tlnor ancii'ut kings, called upon mo, 
ueeompaiiied by a ( liliraltar Jew who spoke Englisli, 
and who tolfl nio that tiny had come at tin? ri'qiu'st of 
iny frii'iid in llehron, to noeive and wel(?ome me in 
tin? city of tlieir fathers. 1 had already sei'ii a gre:ii 
deal (d’ the Jews. I liad si'cn them in tlie cities ef 
Italy, every wlu'i'e more or less o])pr(‘H.'=<ed ; at Ibniii', 
shut up <‘very night in their inisi.'rahlt? (piartej’s as if 
they were noxiiuis beasts : in 'I'urkiy, pm'seeuted am! 

! oppressed; along the shores of the Black .Sea and in 
tin? heart of Russia, looked down upon l»y tin' sej-fs of 
‘ that great empire (d* vassalage ; and, for the elima.'v i l' 
misery, I had seen them eontemned and f^pit upon even 
by the iginu'ant and enslaved boors id' INiland. I Inid 
seen them scatU'i'ed abroad among all nations, as it lind 
been Ibretidd they w'oiild ho, every whi'i'c a si:parat<‘ 
and peenliar people?; and every w hen', under all poverty, 
wn'tehediK'ss, ami oppression, w aitlngfor, and anxiously 
expecting, the eoming of a Messiah, to caB togelln i' 
tlieir seattereil tribes, and reston? them to tin? kingdom 
of tln'ir fathers ; and all this tin' belter lilted nu' lo.' 
tin.' more interesting spi'ctaele of tin.* Jews in tin? holy 
city. hi all eliang<‘S and revolutions, from the day 
w hen the kingdom of Solomon jms.sed into the hands at 
strangers, under the Assyrian, the? Roman, the Aral', 
and the Turk, a re?nniant of tliat once-favoureil jicoj k 
has always hoven'iA around the? holy city ; and now, as 
in the days of David, old nn ii may be seen at the foot 
of M unt /ion, teaclnng their I'iiildn n to read from 
that mysle'i'ions Ijook on which tlii.'y have ove?r fondly 
built their hopes id* a ti'inporal and eternal kingdom. 

The friends made? for nu? by the rabid at lleht’^^'i 
we i-e the? very fidends above all otln'i's whom 1 woiiM 
have se!(!ctf*d for myself. W liile the Cliristian.s were 
preparing for the religions ceremonif'S of Eastf?r, tin) 
Jew.s were imiking ready for the great feast ot the 
Bassov<?r; and ouo of tlie first offers of kindness they 
made me, was an invitation to w'ait and partake ot it 
with them. The rabbi was an ohl man, nearly .seventy, 
witli a long whit(: beai’d, and Aaron himself need not 
liave boon a.sha,me(l of siicli a ref»rcscntative. I woiull 
have pref(?rred to attach myself particularly to knii , 
hut as I could speak neither Arabic ran* Hebrew, an 
the Englisli Jew was not willing to play second, aim 
serve merely as interpreter, 1 had but little bciient o 
the old man’s .society. ^ , 

"'he Jf'ws are tlie best topographers in Jcrnsaiei , 
a^^hol]gh their authority ends where the great intere« 
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of the city begins ; for, as their fathers did before thom, By the JcAvish law the men and women sit apart in 
they deny the name of (’hrist, and know notliing of the tho synagogues; and as I could not understand tho 
holy places so anxiously sought for by the Christians. . words of exhortation which fell from the lips of tho 
That same morning they took me to what they call a j preacher, it was not altogetht'i* unnatunil that I ahouhl 
part of the wall ol Solomon’s toinplo. Jt forms part of turn from the rougli'hcardcd sons of Abraham to tho 
tho soutlici'u w'all ot the Mosque of Omar, and is evi- smooth faces (*f their \vivos and daughters. Since I left 
(lently older than the rest, tho stones being much larger, Kuropc, I had not been in an apartment Avhere tho 
nieasnring nine or ten toot long; and I saw that day, Avomcn sat Avitli their faces uncovered; and, under 
as other travellers inay still s(!o very Friday in tho these eircuinslaiuM-s, it is not surprising that 1 saw 
y(’aT, all tho *Jow.s in Jeriisah'in clothed in tlicir best many a dark-eyt'd Jewi^ss who appeared well w'orthy of 
raiment, winding tlirougli the narrow streets of tlieiv my ga/c ; and it is not a. vain Ik'usI to say, that while 
jjuarter ; and under this liullowed wall, with the sacred singing the songs (d‘ Soh)m()n, niaiiy a llehnjw^ maiden 
volume in tlieir hanils, singing, in tho language in which turned lier bright black orbs upon me ; for, in the first 
they wer(i written, tlie Songs of Solomon and the Psalms j)laee, on entering wo had disturbed more than a hun- 
of David. Whito-heardodold men ami .smootli-elicekod dro*! sitting on tin? steps; seitondly, my original dress, 
PoY« were leaning over the saiiio l)OoU ; and Jewish lialf Turk, iiulf Kraiik, attracted the eyes even of the 
piaidons, in tlu'ir long white robes, were standing Avith imm ; ami, thirdly, the alleged universal lailiiig of the 
tlieir facias against the wall, ami praying throngli craeks se\ is not wanting among the danglilers of Jmiali, 
and crevices, '.riie tradition which leads them to pray Tlu; service over, avo siopjicd a moment to look at the 
ihroufjh this Avali is, that during the building of t!u‘ synagogue, which was a m‘w building, with nothing 
temple a cloud rested over it so as to J»rl^vent any en- | about it that was peculiar or inten-esting. It lind no gold 
trance ; and Soloiiioii stood at tin; door, and j'rayed tliat j or sih er oriuiineiits ; and the sacred scroll, the table of 
the cloud might he removed, ami promised that the j tin* laiw, contained in the Imly et liolics, was all tli.at 
temple should be always open to men of every nation ] the pri<le of the Jew could show. M y friend, however, 
desiring to otter up prayers ; wlierc'iipon the Lord re- ! did not ]mtJiiso\vn light under a bushel ; for, telling mo 
moved tlio cloud, and promised that tlie ]»rayers of ail tlie amount he liad liimself contributed to the hiiihling, 
peo]*le (Ule]M«d up in that phna* should find ucee])tanca‘ lieeomluetcd im* to a room built at his own expense for 
ill his sight ; and now, as the Mussulman lords it over a schoolntonr, witli a stone in the front svall recording 
the pliKM*. wlieretho tem])lo stood, and tlie .lews art; not his iiaim; and gt'iierosity. 

permitted to toittu’, tlu'y endi'avoiir to insinuate tlieir We tlien returned to his house ; ami being about to 
ju’iiyers lliroiigh the crevices in tlie wall, that thustliey sit tloAvn to dinner with him, 1 tmght to introduce him 
limy rise from the. interior tt> tlie 'J'lirone of (Irace. more imrticnlarly to the reader, lie Avas a man about 
'I'he tradition is eharaeteristic, and servt s to illustrate fifty-five, horn in Gibraltar to the same abject poverty 
the devoti'd constancy with which the IsraeliU’s addien* which is the lot of most of his nation. In his yoiilli he 
to the e\t«‘rnals of tlu'ir faith. I had been fortunate in his little dealings, and had been 

Ixcturning to tlie eonveiit, and pas.-,ing throngli one i wliat we call an enterprising man ; for lie liad twice 
<if lilt; ha/aars, w<^ saw an Aral) nioiuited on a i>eneh. ' nunle a voyagt' to Kngland. and Ava.s so feiicce.ssful, and 
ami making a pr<.)clainutlon to tin; ci'owd around him ; liked the country so mucli, that lie always called himself 
and my frieml, ilu; (iiiu’allar .Jew, was iniim'dialely 1 an Lngllshnian. .Having accumulated a, little proiieriy, 
among them, hst<Miing earnestly. Tlie subject A\as om.* j or, as he t'xpve.ssed it, haAiiig hecoine very ricli, lie 
that touclied Ills temh'rest seiisihilitii's as a dealer in : gratifu'd tin* darling wish of his heart by coming to 
moiK^y ; for the (sliid. jiroclaiineil was oih.‘ chaiigiiig llio ; .J<'rnsal<‘ni, to die and 1)(‘ buried wath liis fathers in the 
value Of tin; current coin, redueiiig the lallalu'ee or | Valley <d’ J(*lioslu 4 )I)at. Put this holy purpose in regard 
dollar from twenty-one to twenty j.iastm-.s, I'onmiamliiig to Ids death and burial did nut make him nndervaliK? 
all the sul»j(‘cts «’.f Moliamnimr Aii to lake it .-it that i the iinporlance of life*, and the advantages of being a 
value, and com-lmling witli the usual finale v)f a. 'i’urkish | great man now. He told me that he was rich, very 
proclaiuatiiui, “ Jleutli to the olieiider.” My Jew', a.s ; ricli ; that lie was tho richest, ami in fact, tlie only rich, 
he had aln'ady t»)id me several tinie.s, was tin* richest | Jew in Jerii.saleni. .Hi‘ took nu; through Ids house, and 
Jsraelin; in Jerusalem, and eon.sc’qneiilly took a great | .sliowed me. Ids gold ami silver ornunieiit.s, and talked 
interest in every thing tliat relati'd to imumy. Ho told j of his money and tho uses lie made of it ; lliat ho lent 
me that Ik.' alwaNs cultivaU.'d an iiiliinacy with ilie j t'* 1 1n; Latin v’ojiveiit on in./or.s/, without any security, 
oiiicer ,,f the mint; ami by giving him an occasional i wlmncver tlu'v wanted; luil, as h*r tho Greeks — he 
jU’e.M ul, he u!wa\s got intiinaliou tifaiiv intended cliangi.' i langlied, laid hiS finger on his nose, and said he had iu 
ill lime to save fiim.- elf. We j'arted at llu; door of the ]»ledge jewels l)* longiiig totheni of tlK'valne of niorcthaii 
convent, Iiavlng arrang«'(l that I should go with liini -(>,1)00 dollars. He had liad his losses, too ; and while 
tile next day to ilie syiiagogiu', and afterwards dim.' at wc were enjoying the luxuries of his table, iho leaven 
bis house. of ids nature broke out, and he ('luleavoured to sell me 

a note h)r I'LaOO, of tlie Lady Lstlur Stanhop'C, Avhicli 
ho ottered at a diseount of tifty per cent. — a bargain 
(' 11 APT L it \ X wliich I dieliiied, as being out of the line of niy busi- 

Tho Syn.igofi:iie.--l(leal Spoculiitinn.-.V Uidc in tho Kaui.-Au tlfj? Ameritam fever came upon me 

t.x-offidal.-Jopi.a.-A Moi al IMicnoiu.iKui.-^ Itevcvcncy: for the 

■ pulis, upon a broken column of tin; Parthenon, 1 speeu- 

Aiioi T nine o'clock the next morning J was Avith him, laled upon tlic growth of the city, 1 bought, in 
and in a fcAV nionicnts Ave wi'rc sitting in tho Idglu'si imagination, a piece ot ground, and laid it out in lots, 
H'ats in the synagegiu', at tin; foot of Mount .Sion. Aly lithographed, and handsomely ]>ainted red, blue, and 
old friend the rabbi was in the de.-ik, rea.iing to a small Avhite, like the maps of Chicago, Dunkirk, and Hinsdale ; 
I’cniiiant of tin; IsraeliU's the same law which had heen lujilt u]) tho ancient harbour of the Piriuus, and ran a 
I’fad to their fathers on tho same spioL evor sinco tlicv railroad to the foot of tho Acropolis ; and I leam'd my 
A-aino up out of tho land of Kgvpt. Ami thore they sat, In .id upon my hand, and calculated the iminenso in- 
Avhcrc their fathers had sat before them, with high, crease in value tliat must attend the building of the 
black, square-topped eap.'=‘, w ith shawls wound around, king’s now' palace, and the erection of a royal rt'sidenco 
crossed in front, and laid very lu-atly ; long go vns fas- on tho site of Plato’s academy. 1 have since regretted 
toned witli a sash, ami loug heaixis, tlie feehio remnant that I did not “go in” for some up-towii lots iu Athens; 
^1' a niiglity people ; thero Avas stornuess in their faces, but 1. have never regretted not having shaved the note 
I>»t ill tlieir liearts a spirit of patient endurance, ami a of the Queen of tho Ea^t, iu the liamls of tlie richest 
and settled resolution to die uud be buried uiuler Jew in Jerusalem. 

^be sluidoAv of tlicir fallen temple. It Avas {Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath. The comniaud 




to do no work on tlio Sabbatli day is observed by every ing on the grass. Afraid to disarmngo my umbrella 
Jew, as strictly as when the commandment was given and cloak, 1 sat for a moinont irresolute ; but the brute 
to his fathers ; and to such an extent was it oheytid in turned his face ronnd, and looked at me with such por^ 
the houso of my fri^md, that it was not considered al- feet nonchalance, that I could not stand it. I raised 
lowablo to oxtingulsh a lamp which liiul boon lighted my club for a blow ; the wind opened my cloak in front, 
the undit before, and* was now burning in broad day- putting it out like a sail ; caught under my umbrella 
liMit over our talih*. extremely strict tibservaiice and turned itinsidc out ; and the mule suddenly starting 

O? the law at hrst gav<r me some iiiieasiin'ss about iny uinim* a deluge of rain, I Ibuud myself planted in nj'f! 
dinner ; but my lio.- i, with great b,elf-comt)l‘UH.‘ncy, re- mud on tlio ]»liiins of .Sharon. An hour afterwards I 
lieved me iVom all ap]»rehen.s'ums, by dehioabaig tlie was drying my cliUlies ill tlie house of our consular 
admir.'ibJe contrivance he had iiiv('nte<l Cor reconciling agent atKamla. Tlnu’c was no tiro-place in the room; 
appetite and duty — an oven, lu.ated the night before to hut I was hovering over a bra/.iiTof burning ehmvctal. 
Mich a degree that the proc(\ss of cooking was coutinueil 1 spent that night and all the next day in iSiinlu, 
during the night, and the dishes wi.iv ready when wanted alllniugh a quarter ofan hour would have been sutheieut 
the next day. 1 must not lurget the Jew's laiuily, which to see all that it eouiaiiu'd, whieli w’as simply nothluf^r 
consisted t>f a .seeoiid w iny about sixteen, alivadv tile more than is to lie found in any other village. 
mother of two ehiKiieii, ami Ills ami son's wiTe, the txmsul gave nu' a dry coverlet ; and while .some of liis 
liiishaiid twelve, and the: wife ten years old. Tlu; Jiltie fri( mis eaino in to look at and welcome tlio stranger, 
gentleman was at the table, and beluivt'd vtuy mdl, I laid myself «lou n upon the divan and wont to ska [>. 
except that his fatln r had to clieck liiiu in eating sv.i ei- 'i'iie next moriilng I was unahle to move ; the fatigue, 
meats. The ladv was ])layiug on the lloor with otin'i* and j articularly the rain of the precetlingday, had hocu 
children, and I did wiili lu r what 1 could not have d<uje loo much for img ami 1 reinaiued all the morning in aij 
with a biggor’.s man's wile — 1 ti'ok lu r on my kui'eaml up-slairs room, witii a high ceiling and a stum: Ik, or. 
kissed her. Amcng the J'. ws, matches are made* by the lying u.i a rng in oiu^ eoj-ner, cold, desjujiidiug, aaul 
parents ; and immediaieiy upon the marriage, tlie wile misevahle. I u tin* ai’u'rnoun J went down iiitotlie !:ivgr 
is brought into the heiisehuid of tile husband. A young room, to talk with tin; consular .agent. Ihit a ye;i>* 

goiitleiiiaii was tumhiing about the llo«*r v. ho was cm bidbre la had lionrished in nil tlie poinp and pride oi' 

gaged to the daughter oi llie eiru. !' r.ibhi. I did not ask oibce. The arms (d‘ oiir eoiiutry v.ero lilazoiu d o\. r 
the age of the lady, of eour.-je ; but llii.* geiuleman boi’C bis door, ami the slurs and stripes h;ul protected lii^^ 

the heavy Imrdmi of three yi ars. lie luol not yet dwelhiig ; bur a. change liad couie over him. d 'i < 

learned to wlii->per the elory of his l.-ve to hiibhishing Vic'.-i'')> id' Syria had (u’dered tlso ilags of the eoiisul- it 
inistre.ss, bii*. in hiet, ho could not mil: lie wa •. b. ula id forldddc _ 'id 

ii great bawling boy, and eared me.ch jm.re for bis h els to la-'d t l.o of u’c exiagt in the st.'ajiorl towp.:-. i 
broad ami butter than awife; but hii prmkia iai’ar C'.uM m>r I.* Ip iidiikijer ti-ai piud'cctly rigl:!, a-, 

had alre'July jirovlded him. ir was m* iv ly allov. ing thoin the ):'( mdit id' a Jmv'iLm 

On the ii.t vning t»f tlie '-'Isr j drj-.afed i'-w ohnia, pr<;(celii,u', to sav e ih) o. aid (i,< ir I'.imibes, witli iwm i' 
the ancient Joppa. .It was a f rieiu. .-e.'.d b; audifnl j thrci* jani/ari. q I'iom ili. ir ii> liim.sell'; Isit I 

umrning when 1 left the Ik.iliieheiu Oai-' • " • ’ Jisiem d a:t-’. a. i ly (o eMiuf-aiuU of iho j.eor icp ui. 

1 liad been ail hour on my w, ay, ii b.'g:;rj ii.a d'igiiity : ..d bi i u t'. uc!i-d, and Ins pride hem'. i I 

contimied nearly tlm wliole day. About thr uin'.M in tlie <-\e . i.f Ij. ^ tievusim-u ; lor tin.: go\c'r:ior 1 

Jerusalt m we eauu: to i he i illage of Al-ou , tlio* t ik-ue mk il liu; n a, 1 «luly fr.oa lii.s .•Mae., and isad m i.;, 

(if the most povv'erful iainilic^ of' ri llaii.s in the i.hjjy Id-i e\c‘*utivo oiuevrs with tlie Munuiary oi'der, tlie do. y 
Land, .^iea^ly all l.'is life lie laid been inoro or b-.s in or ilie bas.du.oio. '.flie a;g iu iu'.a d his .appoiidim ut to 
ariri.s agaiiist tli.e goviU’nment : and isio. i.-ame was i.u'iwn < ’omnujdoro l'idie:-.-..>n, and laikcl <d’ him ami (’.naa'.u 
among all the (.'hristians in u'le a-; the roid.-er of '>ic!i'U,-.;.ui as frii ml-; wiio \,ou!d .-a -r jus:. ice <]oiu; ip!!i if 
the jdlgrims t(i the Ib.iy .S-iudclire. 1 lia I iuet ami In* could C'>:)mmni(MU; witli them. I wa.s afu.rwai'f! 
spoken willi him uUT..side of liie ^v'aljs of Jenu^alcin, and j sivn*;'; wiili u ui-.p!ay ( f (kdieacy and a sens' of ]':o 
during llie rain, as f app^aiciied in.-. ^ illage, 1 detc i*- j-ri- (v Ijsit 1 hs.d ma (uxj.ecli'd from jiini ; i'or ahlp,M.,’i 
mined to slop and tlirow my, .elf upon bis luisjiimliiy for i.e cjr.ii ;.;. d me with many me.-^sages (!.» t’ommc.iio.t 
the night ; hut tin; relumiier suiisldm: d' l-.-iv cd me, uud i ’'a»rer/.;on, he ieioii.;,f,t.*d i.c'. not iu nn ulioii his d.'s 
I jaisstnl t'!i, .oinilring (lie appe;iraiieo‘ of hi., viliagig culties in ilie m::; r of ilm ageney, us lie had air, :.:ly 
wliicli h.'ul nmeh :he l)i..st ei'any I liad -• • :i inefie lioly made rejiCe-onlaliou.-^ lo tlie eousul .at lleyroot, wliol,;iil 
Land. Abouiaii honralterwai i.-; f w.asre,. ming, umlec iai-l tliem iiel'oro Commodore Corler at (a.>iisl.;inl ■ u 'jT' : 
a merciless rain, that 1 had n .it fnidll'.si my pi;j pi).-<-. and an applic.ilion in anoiln'r (imirter would look kl.c 
Kidiiig three* Jiours longer, sto’.ping i'roiu time to time .li:, trusting i.li..ir ability, or ilw ir w iliingue;-,s to I'cs. iil 
uud(;r a, rocli or tree, 1 was ::.'.cend.ing tlie];. I- vairo .if wliat ho called au imkypihy oll'ered to the. .Xmeric.'m 
mountains ; before me w-ere tlu A rtlk.- piadns of obaio.o iiag. Annoyed at .seeii g the v.oiuen dodging by, war 
and ueroas tin; plain, still at a great di‘-i:nu;-:.‘, w a.s llamiu, Cjeir face.s covered, and al way. s avoiding me, 1 toldl.’ijJU 
the aneitmt Arirnaib.ea, the city o'- .’o.:u-p!i the eonu- that beijjgu (:hrl^.tian and Imldingan appointment nud. i 

.'•^cllor, the good Ju.m, and just."' i’>i tm: j-igisi, horflering I our g ^ermnenl, he onghi; to conform to our eustoic-:, 
tlie ^,e:t, wa.s tlm range of i\IoiniL Carmel ; hut the rain ) and treat Jii.s women more as eompanions ; or, at lead, 


was pelting ill jriy eye.s so that [•'could see j,. ■ hiug of i- . 1 
1 had ],eeii eight he.ur-, on the b;ick of mi..; <d' the mo.Dt 
stubborn mules tli.it eva'i* jax^isied in liavln.; tlieir iwn 
way ; ti.>ii)ng witli iJl my iniglit, with blows; ml 1- ks, 
but fiinling it impo-isible vj muk<,; h'nn move one step 
faster than he pii and v, Imn lim lovver, the 


1.0 lei tliem come into the .same room, and sit at the 
ramc tamo with him. lie listened, hut could not .'■‘ C 
any reason in my jiropoiiition. Uesaid it might do f'>r 
lus; for with ns the \vi\e.salwu \k brought their hushaiub 
money (tlio ignorant, imlid'orsnt.d barbarian), hid i’l 
.Syria (he sighed a,s he saifl it) they never added a. para 


mosque, and tin; iniuaiei < f Uainia, \»eri: before me, at to the riche;-; of their lord.s. ^ 

theother side of a )< vc l i iaiii, and an liuur'ii smart riding The next morning I std out again for’ Jalui. The 

would have eai.v:od n, tlier.u 1 vvas eornpletoly worn road lies tlirough tw rich plain; and iii three hours, 
out with urging tile ol. inale b.. L.l(j ; ;.ud w ltl: ijud?.ered jmssing a largo detachnmnt of Turkish soldiers eii- 
chreat ol luturi: vi weieul uy cloak ''Tiui.ciimg camped outside, and waiting a transport to carry them 

and hauling my umbrelia close <! jwn, end gi iudiug my to Alexandria, I was entering the gate of the anciont 
tei^th, I tried to tliink myself v sigm.d to uy hrl. . A idl v of .ropjia. Relieved to have oxftt(;d bcloro in'* 

strong wind wa.s driving tin vuin itireci. , in my farar, tit ln'.»e, the city where Noah dvvelt and built his ark , 

and Tji;. mule, iny curat d inuk , stn|>p(;(l moving wbeii wheuec Jonah embarked for Tarsliish, when ho was 

1 stopped beating; and in the very hardest, t>f th<; thrown overboard and h wallowed by a whale ; the pori 

storm, when 1 would have rusr.e l like a bird ;.n tlo umiI by ^olomou to receive timber from Tyre for the 
wing, tamed off from the path, an ..fell quietly to brov.b- , buihhngof the temple, and by ail the kings of Judah 
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connect the city of Jcmsalcm with foreign people, Jaffa 
i,; now a small Turkish town on the shores of the Medi- 
ierranean, but on a little cmiucnco projecting into tlie 
pcfi, and containing a population of from 10,000 to 15,000 
Tui’k«) Arabs, Jews, and Christians. It has a tine 
cUnnitc;, and a line eoimtry around it ; and the orange 
giirdoiis are tlio tincst on the shores of the ]MediU;r- 
Jaiiean. Aithongli tlie seaport of .1 (n*usaleni, its liarboiir 
lias always been bad ; and when 1 was tlier(', the wveek 
of a Turkish man-of-war was lying on the beaeh ; and 
that same night, there being a s<3Ve‘re storm, tin; little 
nn'ck pilgrim vessels were considered in great danger. 

Tliere is notliiiig of interest in the modern city of 
Jalfa. U« history is connected with the past. 'J'hc 
traveller must stand on tlui shoiag and lill tlio liUlo 
luivboiir with tlu! ships of Tarsldsh, or imagine Noah 
entering the ark with his family, by ^\iJom tlu^ earth 
was to bo repoopled ; or wander through the narrow 
.streets and ask himsedf. Where is the house of Tahi- 
tlia, whom Ector “ raised from tlui deadl'’ or tiiat of 
hinioii tlie tainuir, where Peter ‘‘tarried many daysP 
and lio may feel a l(.‘ss h(dy, but liardly l(3ss powerful 
interest, in standing by the gate wliere, for manyy«‘ai-s, 
a larg(‘ ])yi’arui(l of skulls attested the des))erate struggl*.; 
ef Napoleon ; or, in walking through the diamb'-rs of 
the Cn ek eouvent, then used as an hosintal for the 
tV'meli, and tlie nnniks will show him an a]iariment 
wIk'I'i', wl.'eii all hearts were sinldjig within tiiem for 
kar, lie visited and toneheil the siek of tiu3 ]»lagiie, 
ri'stori’d tlie ilrooplng (.enrage of Ids soidii'i-.s, airl 
almost raiseil the u}ing from tin lv l.)('d of d.r.-di). 

Ijesides the interest allaelied to tills pl.n‘<3 I y n ason 
of its great anlh|nity, and liie inaiiy initi-irtanr events 
of wliieli it has been the scmie, 1 renieniher it wiih nincli 
IdndiK'ss on account o)' (he .American eonmdar agent, 
;md tile cordial manner in v.ijieh he j*( cciv' d lu'.-. lie 
w.isnotiit home when I arrived ; )jnt in a few m-mi 
lu.* came in, and, Ijiklii;' hi...h my hands in hi3', ju-iured 
la till.! .American arm.s (.-n tin; ’walk ( rderi'd ihe st.ii'.. 

I he Jh 

\Mili all the extravagune.c of th.* Masi, inld loe tl:at all 
!:e liad was mine. 1 had a gr*. a‘ mind t(* taki* ini.i at 
l.is \\ord, and hi gin hy ajipia.-priating a f'eanlil'iil eine. 
raid fliat I saw mi hishngiv; bnl, far ihe |.i<*senl, I 
eoutenfed my^i If w itli asking iiunu'! ( l'<»r a dinner, v. Ideh 
v.as .soon prepared; and I .-at down to dim* in ihe an- 
cient city ofjepp;}, ^. itli mveuumry’s aviii.s helmv me, 
aud my eouniry’s haimcr waving al' 0 \c. 

ddi(3 agent was an .Armenian, and a 3-h’ii‘t uh*-er\er 
of all th(* rcijiiisirions of his exacting cr* id : he was rieh, 
mid had no cliiMreii; and, N\hal I iievv r heiovc. Imanl 
troiu the Jip.s of man, Im said that lie was ji-. rleetly 
happy, 1 wa.s the !irst .American wiio lac! vi.ated him 
i iiiec Jie lunl received I’.is aitpointment, and u .•■.cenrHl 
as if lie could not ih» enougii lei* m.*. lie ha i ley Iv-sl 
and reconstructed the whole* voml from datiVi to .ieni- 
salein ; and when I asked him what reward he promised 
Jiiiiiseif for this, he answered that he had dv»]\e it lu.- 
bod, the^pilgrims, and hi own honour. I r'‘m.ii’a*d 
witli him that night, and w oul.l have g ne *. arlytlie 
next morning, but ho would not jKirt with me .-o soon. 
1 dined with him again ; and ie tin afti rueoj^vJCscortt'd 
to the garto by tw'O janizaries, c,:eh w'itli a l.irge .silver- 
headed mace ill his liand, 1 left, |)ri iiahly fur ever, my 
Armeuiaii friend and the ancient eiiy of hippa. I ilo 
not know w-hen 1 paried from a man witli more regret.’* 
I slept that night at Jvamla ; and the liVxl da\, about 
lour o’clock, in company Wiih several hundred ])ilgrinis, 
I w'lia again entering the Jiethlelit*m Uate. Notwith- 
f^taniUng llic munilicence of my Armenian friend, the 
load from Jerusalem to Jaifa, a road travelled from tho 
hino when Jonas went ih'.fher to embark Tai slnsli, 
now' a mere iimle-path, on which I was . everal li ic.s 
^•kliged to stop aud turn a*dde to let a loaded mu!'* pass 

Tho town of J.afta has .since been ilosti oyod by an fartliquatfo ; 
•'^nd of i.-i^ooo iuhabitnnts, IS.IKW W'cro buried in the ruins. Has 
Armenian friend escaped ? 


I had seen every thing in Jerusalem that it was tho 
duty of a traveller to see. My time was now niy own, 
for idling,''lounging, or strolling, in the luxurious con- 
sciousin^KS of having nothing to do. lu this humour I 
used to si.t ferth from the convent, never knowing 
where I blioulil go, or what I should do; and whenever 
1 went out willi t he deliberate intention of doing nothing, 

I was always sure of finding enougli to occupy mo. My 
favourite amusenieiit in the monn'iig was to go out by 
StSiephea’sbato, and watcli tho pilgrims as they began 
tlieir daily round of \ isir.s (o the lioly placc'.s. rrequeiitly, 
if 1 saw a group that intcic.sted me, 1 followed them to 
tlio tiax’deii of ijletli.semano and tho Mount of Olives; 
aoim tiino.s I. stopped in the Valley of Jelioshapliat, aiid, 
sitting dow-n on llio grave of an .Tsraoiito, watched tho 
Jow'iidi pilgrims. One morning, J reiiieiiiber, Paul and 
I were togtither; ;iiid wo saw' a young girl kissing th6 
toinh of /achai'iah, and wcejdng as if Iier heart would 
lireak. i’aul asked her ratlior roughly what slic was 
crying about.; and the poor girl, loolving at him for a 
moment, buri-t into a Hood of t ;ars, and told him that 
she was wee[)ing over tho tomb of the blessed prophet. 

Ihit tliere are few- things connected v. ith my journey- 
ing in tlio Ibdy hand which I look l.iack upon with a 
mure ijuict satisi’act ion tiiaii jny oite*n repeated and 
almost daily walk around iho walls of Ji.?rusalem. It 
was a walk of Ijct'-vetn three mid four miles; and I 
al\v;iys (.‘oiitrlved, ab-oiit half an liour hefore the gates 
wen.’ clo:;S3(!, to be .‘ditiiig on a faioiirito tombstone near 
.'^r. Mephoii’s Gate. Thi.‘ great d’uj‘l.isU burying-ground 
j 1 .:. out-’ido the wail, m a,r this gati* : and regularly, on a 
liiie afternoon, tow ards suiisot, tho whole Turkish pojiu- 
I laiion, in all tiicir gay and striking eostumos, might bo 
j ;-.C(.ii wrindoring among tho tombs. Pew things .strike 
I a travel!'. ;r in the Iknt more than this, and h’lv .are to 
i:s im.rc inexplicable. AVe teldom go into a graveyard 
exei pt to ]«ay tlie last clHccs to a departed friend, and 
!•,•? u. ir.s a'li r-.vanls wo iicM’i* lind mirsclvos in tho 
. iiv.Vi place again williout a s)i:ui<.* oi‘ i/ieiaiielioly cmning 
over us. Not so in the Jki.st; to-day ilicy bury a friend, 
to-morrow' they plant ilowor-; ov(a' hi.s grave, and the 
next day, and the m xt, tiny find and water them, and 
once a-wcek, ivgulirly, they sit hy the grave. On every 
lieliday it is a n.iigions duty to go ilu re ; and as often 

ih.-y walk out I'or health or pi'.asure, they habitually 
turn tlii'ir foof-rep.s to the buriai-gronnd. To them the 
grave i.s not clothed with the .‘aiih? terrors. It is not 
;-(» dark and gloomy a.s to us. Xijoy ai'o tinner boiievora 

, though, as wo think, in a fal-.e and fatal 

cj- ''tl; ;t:*d to illeiii thero is a. ligiit beyond the grave, 
wl -di \v.j of a bottov faith (*an seldom .see. It was a 
be.int'ful pietiire to l>ehid<l the graveyai-d thronged with 
Turlvi li women, in tlieir long wliite veils. Itw’ould, per- 
haps, be fiio poetical to li id: upon tlieni all as monriiers. 
Perliap-, iiitieed, 1‘ 10111 ! nor, bo too much to say, that 
of the immenso nmltiiudv^ who, day after day, are seen 
Hitting a.mong iim lomli:;, many a widowed fair one, 
over tie? tomb of a dead lord, is dreaming of a living 
lover. 

lint tliero wa.s one whom 1 nolicv^d every day ; she 
wa.s always sitting h;|tlie same stone, aud I always 
jiuiiced Ic r as one of the ilrst to come out, and one of 
ilie k\.'.l to retui n. bhe was a young Scioto girl, mourn- 
ing over the Tomb of Ik r young lord; and well sho 
might, fin* he had been to her a friend and protector, 
and .-In* had l‘een his only bride. AVheii her fathers 
Jioiiso was la id in ruins, and her giv v-hoaded sire and her 
manly brothers were slain boforo her eyes, he had .saved 
lii*i* from tho bloody scinicier, or from a fate worse than 
de.-ith ; and he had wooed her, not as a Turk and master, 
hut as a lover. Ho hud won hf.*r young heart ; and she 
had forgotten country; he had 

•bed with l\U>o,dyA6eifii^leif -Ki- his'*^ and she 
thought^<fhlj; of tlm (kttd wlieu Aio ^tooi^ Reside hid 
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CllAVTEll XXM. 

DeSfcrt of St John.— A Midnight Procession.— Roud to Jciiclio. 

—A Ct)ninmnity of W«)mcn.— A >iavigator of the Dead fc>e;i. — A 

Dunce by Moonlight.— A rude J.odging. 

In company witli iNh* A\hitin<;, I Hlartc'd for the 
Desert of St John tlu* Jhiptist. J'assinj^ tlte Pool of 
tiilion, nliciv Saul was anointed kin^ hy >Iadoo and 
^Nathan, \\ e raine totlu^ t'onvontof tin* Holy Cross, the 
|»rejit altar <d‘ tluj chapel being erected, as the monks 
prcieiid, over tile .s])ot wjiere grcMv the tree from which 
ilu! cross was made. Moving on among hills and 
Aallevs, on our riglit was a distant view of Itamah, the 
country of Samuel tlio.scer; and before ns, crowning 
the v«*ry t«*p of a high hill, weiv tlie ruins of tlu' jialaec* 
and the burial-place of the warlikt; .Maccab*‘<'s. ’Hie 
Convmit of St Jolni is built on tin' sjiot wlu'n' John the 
Baptist was born. 'I’liere Is no doubt of tills, s;iy tlie 
monks ; for beneatli the great altar of tbe ehureli is a 
eiivnlar slab of niarlde, with an inserijdion almost 
effaeed : “ Hie natiis est pivcursor Dei’’ — here tin* fore- 
rnniier of the Lord was lioni. 'fljis eonv<‘nt' is in a 
flue sitnaiioji ; a small (.’liristiaii village is attached to 
it ; tlie top eonmiands :i beautiful view of tlie inoniitains, 
enltivated in terrace's ; and elirecily in front is tho gre'at 
ValU'V (tf 'l'ur]u*ntino, nr Llab,tlie liattlc'-gronnd of tlu' 
lsr;udit,('s and IMiiiistlnes, of David and Holiatli. 'Dik- 
ing a Christian boy '.Nit li us as guide, nm; ('uteivd llie 
valley ; and following tlie stream to its source, in uboiil 
two ]mur.s w(' eanu* to tin* place wlu'ro, it is saiel, S.iul 
and the nun (»f Israel j. itched hy the valley of Klah, 
and set the battle in array against the Philistines. It 
was precisely the sjiot where the seem* so grapliiealiy 
recorded in Scripture might havi' taken plaee. “ Ami 
the Philislii;. s stood on a moiimaln on the mie side, 
and Israel st<t()d on ;i mountain on the other and 
there wa.s a \ alloy between tlu'in.’’ On I'.aeli side i.f 
toe wjis a liionntain, and the hrook was still running 
tiear from Nvliieh tlie sJiejdierddioy gatliored tlie iiv(i 
.smooth stones. 'I’lie boy wiio aee<»inj.»anied us told me 
that the prcci.se .stem's hail m'ver yot been found, thongli 
the nionks had oAcri searched for tliein. 

At llie extJ'cme end of the valley is the Desc'rt cd’ 
Joliii, wlieiai was heard, for tlio iir^t time, the voiee of 
one crying in the wi!d('rjn'.-.s, “ Prcjiare ye tin? way of 
tin* Lord ; make hi^ paths straight.’’ J )ir<'etly in front, 
at tin.' top ol* till' mountain hounding the valley, is an 
ojfcn flooj- in tIk' rock le.'tdiiig to the grotto in whieli the 
j'j’ophei li\ed. 'rii(.*r(' i.s no appearance of a de-^ert in 
tliis ])I:ic<', c'vccpt soiiinde ; ami if it he iiierely a loca- 
lity nxed (ij oil by tiie luojd..--, tin y coulil imt have 
sclei-ti-d one more inapj'ropriaTt.'. It is om*. of tin* ]>ret- 
tiest and be.-^t cultivaled .spots in tin? Holy Land; and 
.''billing in the door of tlie grijtio, witii an Armenian pil- 
grim by m*. .Side, atid l(;ol.ing out upon tin* valley a; I 
tin..' mountain-, all around terraced .'iml enJiivated to 
the Ncry summit: , all still and bcaiitlfnl, i tiioiiglit J 
liad never .seen a place better « ndifi- d to in.spire a 
piou... pliilosojj!‘(., ;ii,d liappy .state of niiml, than ibis 
Dosci I of ,St .Jolm. A\'e rctn.rii/*d by a diH'ereiit road, 
searching on our way for tin; ]»ool wln-re Jdiilip )»:ip- 
tiscf.l the cnnwcii of tj|.iiceii Candace ; but aftei* li.siug 
ourseh.os om-e or twice, and fearing a tbre;*' niiig 
bhowi r, N\c relurin d to tJie city un.sm;e(;.*-sfui. 

At aijont n il <i’«*jo<*f tljat evening, tin* i fjiik.s, under 
a guard ot sijldiers ond a crowd of pilgrims, each witli 
a caudle in bis hand, leit St Stepln ipH (late in .solemn 
procession. \\ iik a. i,,ud i lnyp ‘.hey crossed the Valh-y 
of Jchoshapliat, \vo\:i>d a: i *1 I tl « '-'Ot <if *]ie Mount 
of Olive.s to J.>ethpa;,,e ami J'lrhaiiy, .said jua-s in the 
toino of liazarns, and returning, pravr.'i and hanted 
on the Mf nut of Olives and in il|.; (ha*d*;n of L . thse- 
lonno ; and at about dayiiglit the next ne- ning rciunicd 

convr lit. 

several days 1 had been pre])uring for a journey 

IjDead ;h‘a, but a mystt'v^ms iuUuenco seenu d 
laiig about the borders . f that \/ater ; and u ■ 

■ the rest of the Uedy Land was perfectly trau- 


ipiil, the Fellahs were in commotion among the barren 
mouiitaiiiH around it. I had w’aited two or three <layy 
at the rcipiest of the governor ; but liearing of mitliiujr 
ill particular to prevent me, I determineii to set out. 
'Phe Sicilian judest who had jn'oposed to accompany niy 
could not go; ami at about eight o’clock i was .sittlui^ 
on my hor.se alone, outside St Sujplien’s Cate, wmn 
ing for f'aiil, wdio had gone to the governor for a Icttci* 
which he had promisetl me to the aga of Jerirlm, 
.Attracted by the uncoiniimn heaufy of the nioniinjr 
half the population of Jerusalem had already gatlieivij 
witlioiit the walls. Joining a party of pilgrims, I f,,i. 
lowed once more the ] ath 1 had so often trodden across 
the Brook Kedron and tlu* N'alley of Jehosliaplnd *11111 
]»ai‘ting witli tli(*m at the foot of the .Mount of Dliviy^ 
1 Wound around its base, and fell into the i-oiul to 
Jericho and tin* Jordan. We must liave pa.'-si*d Petli. 
page, tlioiigh there is nothing to mark wh(n*e it stood; 
and ill about an hour wc came to Bctliany, now a ruiuiMl 
Arab \illage, tliougii tlu* monks still show the liuti.sn 
of Martha and Mary, the tomb of Lazarus, ami cmd 
the barn*ii lig-tree which was ciir.st'd by our Jaml. 'i’lic 
tomb of La/.ariis is a large excavation in fin* rock ; ;iii,i 
the sepniehral eliaiiiber is at the foot of a staircase of 
tell or tw(*lv(' sti'ps. 

Not farfrom Ih'thany we came t<» a foiintain em*lf)S''(l 
witli mar)»!e, and soon afrer to a. \ alley, wln rc, th*' 
monks say, our Saviour, in coining from beyml ik,. 
rbualaii, at (he jtr.'iyer of I lie ‘dstv r.s of Lazarus, repoM d 
with tile <li.-a-iples. In aliout t\No hours we were ainoii^ 
the mouiitaiiiH. 'Die scorn • evi*i*y moim iit liecame wikii j- 
aiul more ruggetl ; and i-xcepi in tin* w ihlei iie.-^ ei” .'■'in.ii 
ami among tiu' wn^'li'S of lihiim a, I m v(>r tiaseiie.l 
dri'.iry a isiad as ‘••in going doNvii to J<*rieho,’’ It isf.ii 
this (I *solat<' i-oiite that oiir .'^aviour lavs the scene of 
the pjivahle of the good Samarit;)ii ; and iiowhei 
a mots* foreihle illiist ration be !',i\en of ; lie he;ij’i. 
of tlie )>riesi, ami the I.eviic, in *• ]'.•l.••:dng h\ the 
olii(.*r ^;ide,“ Aseeiiding for *.eme di^i.mee I y lia jo 
eipilfiiis side of a \ awning ej.asm, whi le a lal.-e moi 
iiieiit of iiiv hors • iiiigiit ha\ e da.*- In d me to atom.*', fi’eiu 
the top uf tile Mountains of 'Desolation 1 loolvcd to ll i; 
left upon a. higlu r and still wiliieraml iimre tinarv 
r.’int'e ; ar.d, towering aho'.e all the re^i in iJ.Miniy 
grandeiir, its naked .sides ]ti» rt*i*il v. itli doiu's no* iL 
cells of ]»crmil.s, was llie moiintam ol‘ om* Sa\ ioiir’.' 
fasting and tem))talion ; )»elo]‘e im; were tlu* plains t.'i 
Jeri<*lio, the Va y (tf the .loi-dan, tin' Mom. tain- of 
Arabia, am.l the I)ead St-a. A liigh, .s(|u;ire Jaiildiiig. 
liice ;i tow<'j’, markeil tin.* site ol J. lIio, and a mi.-hI 

.stream, nnniing hi tween two liaiil uf .-and, was ti. ^ 

hallowed Jordan. 

D. *sc(*miiug the. mounlaiii, mi our h it, directly at *!.•' 
foot, were (la? remains of an miiu duct mid oilier nine, 
wbi<*)i, ill all ])robabiln V, wen* part of tin* ancient ci'y 
of Jerielio, ’Pile jikain i-ommeiices at tlu: loot ol iIm’ 
inomitiiins ; the land is ieriih*, ami well watered wna 
streams tinplyiiig into the Jordan, bid tor the laesi. 
part wild and uncultlvate*!. About half N\ay acros; 
].a..-.:.->e«l the edge «.»f a stagnant ])ool, nearly (•ov(*riiig a 
Mu.ssninian buryiiig-gronml ; the toinlistunes nn' 1 ’<’ 
washed from tli(*ii* places, ami lu're ami there tlu* gli:etly 
.sk<*letoiis were visilile al.'mi* the nimldy wati'i*. In <'U'' 
pla<re, crossing a. si r<*am, Nve metliirec .Ahy.ssiinans, 'nIio 
liail come from tlu* reiiiotesl. jioint in tlu* interior 01 
I Afj’ica. whoj-e the name of (.'Ju istian is kmuvn, to laitii'* 
j in the saert'd Jordan. ’Pwo or tliri'e tiiiu's we Nvere 
! ob.stnutted iiy bri<*k fences, intended as ram]iarts to 
protect llie inhabitants and tiieir lloeks agiiiiist lh'“ 
incursions of v.ulves ; and at about tuur o eluek we 
arrived at the ruined village of Jericho. 

i have observed lliat 1 i\*iv el lers gi'iu orally, wlieii 
arrivii at any jilace of extraordinary iutt*rest, tindp 
rigjit gtoNv of fei'liiig coming over them pnansely a.yt 
proper moment. J never luid any diiliculty in lud> , 
for there, in the u.sefiil guidehuok of JMadamo te, 

1* autifully interspersed with valuable inloi’jnatioiiauou 

, hoicis, post-horfces, and the prict^ of washing linen, 
j readier may lind prepared for hiui an appropriate ca * 
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logue of sensations for almost every possible situation tereating journey, and, most unhappily for himself and 
and ol>ject, from a walk in the Coliseum by moonlight the interests of science, died almost in the moment 
to a puppf-t-sbow at ,San Carlino in Naples ; but in a of its dhccessful accomplishment. He bad purchased 
country like this, a man is thrown u]jon his own re> his boat at Tk^yroot, and, with a Maltese sailor for liis 
sources ; and notwitljstanding the intenrst attached to servant, in spite of many difhcnlticK and impediments 
uanu; ol Jericho, I lound it a hard matter to feel from the Ai*abs, Iiad carried it across the country on a 
duly excited. dromodary, and laimclied it on the Sea of Galileo ; ho 

.joricho was the first city in ('aniiaii wliioh fell into had explored tliis most interesting water, and entering 
the hands of tlm Israelites. 1 1 was long the second city tlu? Jordan, followed it down until lie narrowly cscapoii 
of Judea, and, accru'diiig to the Jewish Talmud, con- with his life among tin' rocks and rapids of that ancient 
t:iliK‘d tw(‘lve thousand jiriests. It liad Its liippodronu* hut unknown river ; and tlien constantly ohst.ructed by 
itiid amphitheatre, and in its royal jialacc Herod the tlie Arabs, even the governor of Damascus refusing him 
'JVtrarch died. Jhit the curse of Joshua seems to rest any laciliti<‘S, witli great dillieiilty In* succeeded in 
upon it now : Cursed he thiMnan lic'fore the liord ^\ho bringing his boat by land to tlie Dead Sen. fii the 
shnll rebuild Jerielio.” It consists of lifly or .sixty middle of July lie had (‘inharkeil with liis servant tr> 
laiserjihle Arab houses, tin' walls of wliieh on three make the tour of tlie .sea, ami eiglit days aftf'rwards the 

of sto , piled up lik( /. old woman in whose tmit I lodged liad found him lying 

f;\rnn‘rs, most ol' llnun not so higli as a man's head, and the shore alone, gMS])ing for Vir«*atli. She liad liiiri 
tl-e front and top either ontlndy op(Mi or covered with ' carried to her hut, where luDay till the Hev. >D> 

Iniisli. j aist n, the Knglish missionary at JernsaliMvi, cann? for 

Tlie old fortress in wliich 1 expected to sleep, 1 found j him. and the second day after his andvai in Jerusalem 
f‘iitireiyn)tandoned,andtlioaparMnentsus<nl asa shclu-r I he dk'd, Witli his dying his atli he hon* the same tes- 
f(ir slh-ep and g(>;!ls. J expected to iiml there the aga, j tiiiiony to the* kiiidm'ss of woman iiiah r tlm hiirning 
(juietly smoking his pipe, and glad to receive and gossip j son <d' Syria tJiat our countryman Ledyard did in the 
^^ilil a. strangm* ; Imt I laid nioniited to the to]>. and . wilds of Siberia ; lor wliile lying upon the slu.res of 
liKiIced out upon llie (‘xttmsi vi' jdains of J evieho and the . tlie Dead Sea, tlie Arah’^ giitlu-red round him only to 

\ alley of till* Jordan, withoni meeting a single pi*rson : ; ^ M ha\<‘ iid'l him to <lii' tiU're if tliis old. 

and it was not until 1 iiad goiu' out of ilie gang and wiili ' w<iman had not ]u’e\ ailed upon two of lier sons to carry 
the bridle in mV hao<l was \\alking hack lut<> the vil- > liim to lit r lint. 

laire, that 1 iiotiei'd the reinarkahle eireiimstanee. so That boat v>as interesting to tnt' for anotlier reascii'. 
dill'er' iit. from tlie usual eourso of matters in Arab vil- Nothing, imt even tin.* tlioughl. of visiting Petra amitia* 
lag. -, that no throng (d‘ idlers had gatheretl artuiml m<‘. ; land of Idiinit'a, affected me so strangely as i!ie idt'a of 
In fact, I liad passt d ilireiigli tin* village, gone to file , making tlie ttuir of tliis st'a ; and mitwithsttnnling tl t' 
r.ii t re-s, and eoiue hack, witlniut seeing a man ; and mi:-eraid(‘ state of my health, shattered liv my jonniev 
found tliat there was not a. male in the village 1 in tlie tlt‘S(‘rt, as soon as 1 heard, after my arrival at 
ahi,\ e. ten years oi<l, exeejif tlie aga, and one ]*assing Jevnsaleni, that there was a boat at Jericho, J began 
Arab. It liad iimnhere«l sixty men, of whom Ibrahim to think of taking advantage of it. If I had sueceedHd 
I’aeha liad ordi'n d a h vy of twent \-fonr for his army. , in tliis, 1 should eiuisiiler niy tour the nmsr ix rldet and 
The misernhli' inhahiianis had deeiiled among lliein- <*o'.ii]>li ie ever made by any oriental traM'llee. I liad 
^rhesiijton ninetei u wlio euuld lie.-^t !.'• spared ; and, . Imined up the oars, sail, iVi.x : hut on m\ return from 
unable to supply ilu‘ rest, in a spirit ol' despei-ation liad d.-ilhi 1 was <*ompe)Ied to abandon all thoughts of making 
al ainloued tln-ir village ; and, laldng witli them all tlu* . ilv.- attempt. Still, when J saw tlu'hoat, all my ardour 
|..)\sahove ten Nent-^ old, tied to the mountains aroinnl ; re\ ivcil ,* and ne\er, in tny lonel\ jouriieving-; in the 
ti'.e l).-a I Sea. where thev were now in arm;, ripe for | Past, did 1 wish so (‘ariustly for tin- comfort and snp- 
, 1 'eh. llion, rol.dterN , and munler. j port of a friend. V.’iili a emn]ianlon, or even with a 

1 foim-i msself sers imieli at a loss : tin* aga was a • servant, who would ( iieonrage and support me, inspire 
vtranger thelx', an. I kin v. nolhing of tin* localities ; ami of my health I slimdil e. rtainly have imdenaken it ; 
i eoidd not. lind a hov old enough to comhml me to tlie . hut j’aul was ])a.J'ticuiarlN aversi' !<► tiu' aiieinpit ; the 
..f Kiisha. Sona* of tin* women knew wlien' it , boat, was barely large enough for two; and I wasceiu- 
va,, leal tla v w mid no! go with me, tiiougli f askisl i ].< ''<'d to giv(‘ up tin* tlionghi. 

tiiein in all eonrtesy ; and, taking my dir.rtioii fr.mi . fliat evening 1 saw at Jevielm what I mwi'V saw 
da 111 , ami fixing mv eves on tlie naked’top of the imnm- ' )>elore. It was a heautiful nuamliglit niglit, ami all the 
t:iin of onr Saviour's temptation, in almiit Imlf an hour , w.niien were out of doors singing and .iancing. Thv‘ 

I reaelieil tile miraeiilons loimtaiii w here, at the re.pn^t , dance was altogether Imlescriliahle ; eonsisiing not oi 
of llie men of J.-rieho, Klisha, “ <‘ast salt into lie -ering j w.anton movement-, like tlinsi* of the .ianeiiig girls in 
and li. ;ded the water." It is enclosed in a largemiirhle ‘ K.gyi>t, hut men'K in joining hands and moving round 
i'ledii. and sevi'ral stri'/inis, constantly nmniiig from it,; in a cinde, keeping linn* to me music of tlieir own 
I'lTr.-sl) ami fertilise tin' jilalns «.>f Jerielm. Kidiiig on a voic<'s. I had nevi'r seen so ga_\ ami j(,»yons a secne 
short di^.-anee farther, l , ame m an aqueduc! and the : among tlie w.iiiKui in the Past : ami though their fathers, 
villus of a t ireek coiivmit.at the has. of the e.^eceding and brothers, and liushands, ami h.veiv, were away 
higli moimlain" from whose mp the iK \il -.li.Aved (.»iir among the monutaiiis,^! did not feel dl,>^po.sed to judge 
Salionr all the l.ingdoms of tli. world. Tie.' nalo'd sid.-s ' them hai’shly. It was so rare, in that unhappy eountry, 
»'f the maintain are studded wirli doors, opening to the | to are any thing like gaiety of heart, that if they had heut 
cells of anehoritosaml liermit.s, who tin re tnrniMl tindr I <lancii.g over the graves of tlieir husbands, 1 slionld 
harks upon temptation, and, amid desol; .ion ami soli- | have been inelliied to join them. And tlnyv did not shun 
tilde, pass.'d their davs'iu iM iiaiicc and p ay.'r. • ns as tin* Moslem women g.nierally do ; they talked with 

It was dark wlimi ) r.'lmned to .lericiio. Defon* j us with their faces nncovere.l ; and 1 remember a young 
K'hngaway. tin' aga liad taueu in.' to his hut, and \. ished ; Arab girl, not more than sixteen, who had a child in 
to pass llie niglit witli him ; hut as two liorses h.ad [ her arms, and wln> told me that its father had H.'d to 
already lakmi tlunr plac.'s hefove me, and dm hut was ! the mountains ; and she put the child in my arms while 
r'' vfeetlv o])eii, having im rely a iW of hmiicli.’s, .and she joined in the dance. In fact, my situation began; 
fcthing'ai all in front, I lunl look-, .! romnl amlsrlected to be peculiar ; the aga had gone olV to look for somo 
JinothcT for iny.iodging-piaee, eliielly from tiie circ'un- one who would accompany me to tlie Dea.l Sea : and 
stance of its liaviim-^i small boat set up on its side before among ])erha]is iiioj'o titan a Itundred w ..men, that night; 
‘^<1 as to form al'ront wall. l*aul, ami I, and my muleteers, wer.' the otiI\ men in 

i'hat boat told a mi'ianclioly tale. 1 1 was tiie only one Jericho. I n justice to the poor Arab worn, in how over, 
hud ever floated on lhoVl).'a.l Sea. About eight 1 wouhl remove from them any imputation of want of 
Juoulhs before, Mr Gostigan, an Irish traveller, wlm had feiding or hardness of heart ; for I have no douhti the 
some years in the Kast, had pvoj. cti'd a im .st in- young gild wlio left her chihl in iny arms lov. d its father 
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as warmly as If they were all clad in purple and fine 
raiment every day. 

I would have been bettor siitiafiod, however, ‘if that 
night they bad ceased their inerriraent at an earlier 
hour; for long after 1 Jiad Iain down on iny stony bed, 
their song and laugh prevented my sleeping ; and when 
they had retired, other noises followed : the lowing of 
cattle, tho bleating of sheep and goats, the stamping of 
horses, the crying ot‘ children, and the loud harking of 
the watch-dog; and, iinally, the liereo assault of the 
Voracious insects that always swarm in an Arab’s hut, 
drovi> mo from iny bed and out of doors. Tlic cool air 
refreshed and revived mo, and I walked by tho light of 
a splendid moon among the miserahlo huts of the village, 
hunted and barked at by tlie matching wolf-dog, and 
perhap.s exciting the apprehensions of tho unprotected 
W'omeu. 

I li'inied against a high fence of brush onelosingsorue 
of the huts, and mused ii])Oii the winulerful events of 
W'hich this miserable p)a<!e had bemi the scene, until my 
eyes began to irlose; wlien, opening a place among tin* 
bushes, I drew my cloak around me and crawUsl in, 
audsooii fell fast aslt^cje (.)ii(v‘ duiing the niglit I was 
worried and alinos! dragged out of my burrow ing-place 
by tliedogs, lnit 1 kicki'd tic’m away, and ‘^lept <*ii. At 
daylight the aga was ]>uilirig me by tlie sliouhU'r, armed 
to tlie teeth, and rca<ly to escort me. I slmok myself 
and my toilet was made ; and In.fort^ the laiight'rs, and 
singers, and dancers of 11 m’ ju't'vious night, had waked 
from their slumbers, w <; w'evi’ meunted and tui our way 
to the Jordan. 

('.iiAi‘’rKid X .\:\ 1 1. 

The Hivor .'JortlJin.— The Ho.’ul Soa.— <■! hxar>)pa-. — I'.iii'y- 
ancy of tJu' j • 'lul Sea. — A. I’orilaus A.seent.— A A.ivi ;!lt' l’ "f the 
DcaU Sea.— Story of the Voy:uri'.--'Jho Gjuvc-iit *>f Sauta Saba. 

IMovtng dlr(?ctly from the rniiiod villag;', \v»- s(- ui l- b 
the fertile jdaiiis of Jericlio, and euteia d lie? l arrt :i 
valley of tin.; .Ionian. It w'a.*': wa>.l)ed and torn by the 
mountain forrem^, full of ge!li(‘s and large .-and-lnlls ; 
and in alioiit an lioiir and a half wn* wc re .-.landing on 
the ha].'.ks <.f iln- river, at themost hallowccl .<j)ot on flu.; 
margin of tliat sacr-'il str.'am, wh.-ro, l!>00 yenir- ago. 
Jolni baptised the Kedeu'nu r oftlu* world ; aiul where, 
year aftfm year, tlu<m.and'< of pilgrim.s throw tliemselva.< 
itito the rivt.-r, with I he blind belief that, by batliing in 
its water.<, they wash away their sins, ..'is a pi<He- j>ii- 
grirn, it would liavi.* b< < ti my fluty, perhaps, to do ih-.' 
same; but the n.-ider v. ill remember tl;.‘;t it wa;, 

tlj(.‘ best day ef Mai’eh ; tlia.’. I had slept ia a Im.di ; 
tiiat my ilmi.s were .'>.'111'; ar'l that it w;ts nai y t. si\ 
o'elock ill llie moniiug, and that 1 h.ad rn.-l })real:i’a-ied. 
Sitting down, then, on the haul:. I made ir.y morning 
ni.'.il, ami drank as devoutly of i:..s w.it' i a^^ any pilg:’i:a 
wlio 1 \or .stood by .lord.'in. 

1 afterwards folitnved tlie river clo->' ahe-.g its bauK 
till it emptied iulo the Dead Sea, a.n.l t.owlierf found 
any sp(.t iliut, for beauty of set <j;.? . , eouid !}e<;ompared 
with this consecrated halhiiig-ijl::(:<' <tf the pilgrim.-. 
d,he hank liei’e i.s aliout ten or twelvi* j'l < Iii. )i ; a cierT*, 
level talde of land, covered wirri rielj gr...s':, au-.l ia'-j.. 


place I saw an Arab wading across ; and the river thoiv? 
so far as I could judge, had not fallen more than two 
feet. I followed it as closely as the cracks and gullien 
w'ould allow, cutting off none of the bends. For thi; 
liist two or three mil(;s it runs between porpondiciiUp 
banks of sand, from hvo to ten feet high, and its puvy 
waters are already corrupted by the pestiferous inducncti 
of the hitiiminou.s lake. On tlie left it stops even witli 
the shore ; but on the right the bank runs out to a low 
sandy jioirit, round which a cpiantity of driftwood ii., 
collected ; and here, with a gtmtio rijiple of its waters, 
tlie Jordan i.s lost in the Dead Sea. 

I followed it almost to tho very point, niitilniy horao s 
feet sank above liis fetlocks in the w'et sand. It was 
the old opinion, and w'as counted among tho wonders of 
the Jake A.sphaltite.s, that the river passed through w ii]|. 
out mingling witli tlie water.s of tlie lake; and i*ococK.> 
says, "•! llmught 1 saw tho stream of a dillercnt colour 
but Fococke did not follow tho river down to the e.\- 
treinc point. 1 did ; rind could see most distinctly tlie 
vt'vy spot where the waters mingled. Instead of llir 
river Ju-ejiing its way through, its current w:is ratlu r 
.stojipiMi at once' by the demser w.ater of the kilo*; ;jn !, 
ill fact, for two or tlna’O niih'.s abovi‘ its mouili, liu. 
•Iordan is iiujiregiiati;«d with the salt and bilumineii-; 
matter of the Itikc. 

Almo.stat tlu' moment of my turning from tluj Jonliii 
to the Demi Hca, notwithstanding tho long-er'‘diii' I 
aceounts tliat no bir*! could fly over without dropping. 
dc.:d iijKja it^i .surfaci', 1 .saw a lloek of gulls littatiii;' 
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h.ct ill till.* water, ami twici jiielo'd up a larg<‘ 
bitunHii, almost li\e e.iinmoii pitch, ?eapj>M.-»;;it lo b 
tlirown iij> from the Ir-ttoin nf tin- lain*. 'i'h«' s'uul i-; 
not bright liki; iljat of an Athmiie or M( dih rr.iu' .ia 
beaeli, hut of a dii'iy, dark brow n, d lie water is e\ 
cet dihgly (;!ear :i,ud transparent, but its tar te and .-rUi* il 
are a t.amponnd id’ all that i.-, bad. 

Jf w'l-^^K.w rliei last day of .Mai-cli, and t’Vi'u l>i‘iei<: 
we !• ft the plains of the .birdaii tin* sun bad bica 
iutcir-ely hut ; whliout a hranah or le.af to hreab H'' 
force, it poured upon the divaii'v waste around the i>' ' ^1 


bushes on the i •Igo (A'crliangiiig the river. Jc-i.ung .S..:i with a .scorching and w itiu ring hca.t. I't was 
by the eye, tlie rivrv i.s ju re- .ahont thirty pne^.s ^ -oad ; this «diorf‘ tli.'it tl:c Knight of tho Leojiard ciicoiuueiy.l 
tho earrnit is \(‘ -y raje 1, .and tho iiiignm, in batiiiug, tiio Saracmi Ihnir ; and in the ; andy ]>liiin above is lU*' 
is ol>lig« tl to h<.i! l ^..u'' iiy tho Im-lo .s, in ^ eder to [*ro- beautiful scene of the Diamond of tho Desert, in tli'* 
vent Idm.seif Ir iug (f.'.rried away. I'ere, jt is raid, op(?inng id' Scott's (iru.sader.s. Tlio g^aieral li^aluves Oi 
tho wild b'-asi. sii'l 1; . his haunt; and tho iriivi-hor thefcemry along the nortlier.n Hhoro of the Dead Jje.i 
Sonictinics, wh'^ n il: r vivi '• 1 - i-ir.g, may reah ’-* iho arc admirably dt'senhed. Tho Diamond of the Desevt 
expression, “ lb* si, d e<-. p id i lio- ■•ot of tUo is, of course, tho creation of the am luxv’.s fancy ; 
swelling of Jordan, :!,r. i- '• 'v, nnd rljo only actual error is in placing tho wihlcrncirm o 

the mushes grow d'iWii to tie; w m i'.'. fdr,»-. Jr.’.n 'di.itoly KngaiMi, which Scott has confouiidi'd with the 

bolow this, llie river narrows io }e;i p:..'*(’s; 1 ».!h.tc tains of (^uaraiit.'iiii;;, hnt which is I’cally half way 

is not another spot, on tile line <i{ tin*, .j .i.ui wbicli can the bordcr.s of tlic.'^s a. i f 1 

attract the c}e oi tho trnvelU'r. it if, -i «nial!, bribon, It was two »)V.lock when my guards, bavlng cnnductc< 

muddy stream, numur'' bet .vefm hanks of baiTcii me along tii. lu-ad of the sea, pro]»o| 8 cd returning to 
bloont «>v vi r.hn-' , i ikI if h. we.'c r.ot bir e lir-ho. 1 had alreafly had some difiiQulty with 

coma efed w it it, a n»:ui wouhl h. .. ' u.eo disaj’pointed in my purposed exploration ot o 

Rfi the most uninteresting of '•'•ver... \t\ oia- sva; once in my wish, conceived mt t)io top of Moun 



feUOffiGt' or fflMil) SfiA.' 


ids 


ITor, to strike it at its southern extremity, and coast 
along its borders ; and then in the still more attractive 
project of exploring it in a boat. Instead of returning 
to Jericho, my desire was to go down the borders of the 
sea, and turn up among tin; mountains to tins convent 
Banta Saba. At Jerusalem I could not hire horses 
for this convent, because, as they said, it was a danger- 
ous route ; and 1 took them for Jeriehf», lioping in some 
^vay or other still to accomplish my object, jlyacci- 
(loiit, an Arab from Santa Saba liad come to Jericho 
(luring the night ; and in the moj-ning 1 told the aga 
niid his companion that 1 would not have them as iny 
c.-cort at all, unless they would go with me to the con- 
vf'Ut. They at hrst objected, but afl(;r\' anis promised 
to go as far.'is I ivanted them ; now they again made ob- 
jrctions. I ibonght it was merely to enhance the value 
of tlna’r scTviei's ; but. in a tew moments ibr-y told nn? 
tlK'Y would not go any iartlicr ; that Die onler of i.lie 
;_rov<'nior was to protect nu? to the JJoad Sea, and bade 
10 Jericho. The worst of it wa*^, tliat my mnlet' ors 
refused to go without tlie guard ; and altiionglj wi‘ liad 
a r nlde with us who told iistherf' was no danger, though 
^ve i»a<l not met a singh* Ai'.'(b siiuv? we left .jeridio, ami 
(liongli W'o C'Uild see many miles down the lake, and 
]ilain!y disi ingnisb 1 he w Ild track up tin- kar'* side of the 
laoiintain to the open country above, iltey wer) 
of the had Arabs.” I was detennin(.d,lio\vc\er, no. to i 
> ])aci^ to Jerich.o. J had no idea of sleeping in tlc' 
lii:-lics .again ; and sjuin’ing my liur'-t , 1 told Paul to 
iollow nn*, and tliey mlgkl do as they p!eas('d. Theaga 
au'l his cominnion hade me fansve ; .and, da* 

> arid plain, wei-o soon Jo’daien Irom \i. -v hy 
,!' said. I continu' d along tlo' s’jt.v' ; ami al'ii. 

! \v iiieanent;.’ eon: uliatiim, my Ar.ah^ l!y f<'il(e\\'.‘l | 

ear!; 1 

■.taady before iny evt W’ldi' lailio',-; ’■sle norp 

lia.re, the general a,--; ee! v.;:s very n 

■«' soon as j turned tie- la ad, ami h. 

il,,-ide, the iii-eenlain ; e\ery m-im- .g .a--->v.e< .1 a. di 

1‘. I’l'Ot aspect, alliiougii (,'very ii< v.ild. i-ngged. at'. 

h'na*eii. At Ihrt'f ue v. er<- approacliln;;- a plu'. 

Nsi ere tin- mount . precgidon-ly irein the lak* 

lea. ing 1)0 rt>e;r) for a jta raae .al trs ptoi ; m\ eyis Wei<‘ 
ri.td upon ili«' !ai-,o, mv t'oo'i'dn--, upon it-- niv.-)t( laoi;-; 
pi’opi'iait • . 'I'iio aiicu-ae-^ lulii'Ned (hat Ilvii'g hodi< 
;i!ide\', n iu a vy no t';!-;, V(Ht].| loa sit'k in it ; .and 1‘iiny 
aii'i :'ir.iho written (-fir-, exl raordiiiary hu(.y;;ne\. 

h' I'e.jN i l.-l't Jerusalem, I li.rl rcsolxed no{ lo ha'.lu:- 
ill if, on aecom.-t of my heailh ; mid I !iad. ^tisfaliied my 
rc'^ehii ion during tlie wiiele oi i iv day'.s ri'i'.* along ie-. 
tlioi'e; hilt, on l!)e poi'iv of I'.jrniiig np ..'inong (in' 
iiio'iiilains, I et>nld re.- i -t nolom.j M y ei.nlie.s se*. nn-d 
ro coiue <jt!’ oi r'leir own ace(n’«! ; and helon’ I’aul had 
tinie t\i ask' nil' v, hat. J ^^:!S going lo do, I v.js I: atiug 
oil its water.s. f’au! atid iho Arai's followed : and riter 
i-phishiiig ahont for .a while, we lay like ;i parcel of 
corks upon ils Hiirlhce. 

1 rein in y own »'\p(‘rie"ce, 1 can ahimsi <.*o;vv hocrlc 
tile most: ('xtra.vagant aecoimts’ (J' thoanei n: - . I know, 
in ret’erencf! to my ov.n speeil’c gr.as.rv, t-ad in lire 
Atlantic or Mediierraiii ;n 1 c iim.ol w iMtout sonu; 
little nuivenuMit of liie hands*, and (‘veii liieu my body 
is almost totally snhn-orgcd ; hat liere, vJmi I threw 
iiiys(;lf upon my hack, mv body* w:>. • bait ‘.ut ,.{ v\.itev. 
It '^^as an ('.xerlioii e\eii J'or nij' lank \rahs ro kee]> 
llieinsolves undm*. When I .struck out iti s\\immiug. 
it wan i;.\<a.'edingly ;iwkw..nt ; for mv l‘’gs were eou- 
^^tantly rising to tin; surface, ami even a);o' ‘ t iie w.a.er. 
J coiiid liave lain tlun-e and read with pevf *ct. ease, lu 
hict, 1 could have slept, and it would Jiave beer a much 
^'asier )M;d than the hushes at J cridio. 1 1 w.a., ludicrous 
h.> se'c one of tin; horsi’s. A.s soon as hi • l;ody ioiudicd 
^I'c water, lie was ath’at, ai;d lur.u'd over on ois .side; 
lie struggled with all. hi.-i f<»i*ct; io preserve iiis eqmli 
hrluin ; hut the luoim nt Im stoppi'd moving, ho tiicnod 
c-\er on his side again, and uhiio>>t on his hack, kicking 
his f<M;t out of wafer, ainl snorting with t«*i.Tov h'he 
of my hath was, after it was o>er, my sk' * was 


covered with ti thick, ghitinoas substance, which it 
required another ablution to get rid of ; and after I had 
wdpod inyflclf dry, my body burnt and smarted as if 1 
had been turned round before a roasting fire. My lace 
and ears w'cre ejicrustffd wdth salt ; niy hairs stood out, 
“ each larticular hair on end and iny eyes were irri- 
tated and ini lamed, so that I felt the eflects of it for 
several days. In spite of all this, however, revived 
and rofreslied by my baili, I mounted iny horse a new 
man. 

Modern science has solved all the in ysti'ry about this 
water. It has her n .satisfactorily .'inalysed, and its spe- 
taiic gravity ascertained to ho 1.211, a degree of den- 
sity unknowm in any fitlier, the spoeitic gravity of fresh 
water being 1.000; and ir. lias iieen found to hold in 
solution the* following projiovtinns rJ' salt to 100 grains 
of water : — 

(IrauiH. 

ATuriulf' nf hme, A.fcJO 

ATnrIato of magnes'C, i 0 J-lO 

Mui‘i;de «)f fofJa, It!. .‘ISO 

Snli hat ;• of ]ini'‘. - o.O.Vl 


lli.oUO 

Vh-mept I'iie vitim.d of rei'r.a, I never felt 
miwillmg to leave any f was unsati.^ficd. 1 liad 

a longing de ‘ I'.vplore i very part of tliar. unknow'ii 
water; to sj/irnd upon ii;> -e.rfaco ; to ccast along 

its sluti’e.s; lo ‘-ouinl its mysteriodS ilepth.s, and search 
Ihr the ruins of Hie guilty eiti'vs. And wliy not ^ If 
we believe onr i.hhkg that bituminous lake cover.s the. 
oiiei; fertile vale or Sid-lim, and the iiiiiis of .Sodom .and 
< Joijim<»r:io ; and vvliy may we not s* (* tliem ? d im ruins 
Ilf 'I'lielies still eovtr lor miles th ' I'auks of tin.; aNile; 
the pyi tiutids rtrmd towering as when tliey were hiilll, 
and i:o man know their huildi ; and the ti-aveller 
may ^'^i^ trace, I y “ tlu* gi'eat river, the Ihijihrafcs,” 
li e ruins f.f tiie Towei- <A' ikihel. Ilesidi's, tliat water 
•.!(‘e.s not df.sir..;-'; it preserves .ail tliat it touelios ; tho 
wajod t).:P fails inio it heeon:t p>t?’itieii by its action; 
.'iud 1 can .s.-e m* good reason wliv it shonitl hide for 
ever fr.au ineei's eyes tl;<' monmm.'.ut.s of that fearful 
anger whiciitln.; erinr.'S (J’tiie guiliy liad so rigliteousJy 
provoke- 1. 

Ihvccpi 1 ' !/'.• seniMiii ATeunt, Ih-]’, I ne\('rlia(l 
so de'-perai.'.' a. ellfiil-a > I’li li lia-Ti n iiKnintain on tin; 
h-irder.- of ilu* i Jead ."•» a. Vv'e Imd m't foimd any water 
t(f to drink > inee we jc'ir th.e Jordan, and inrned nn a 
litiie h k'Tc we rt'aehed (iie [liaee we had iiitciidecl, the 
g .do e.'.iiii.; us that here we ws.idd fim.la .'-'pring. AVo 
were Sv i.u tJ.iliged to (linuount; root even our siire- 
focned !i )r;n traiivd .'is tlu'V sve-re to eiimhiug inonn- 
taii-.s, slijiaii kiltv rod, and •mniJ.etely Our 

gui«!e told ms tiie’ liad m. vn* a-(‘ended wiili hor.ses 
hefon' ; '. rorw nr-l, tlieattoiujd M'emed utterly 

im| ' * ' ' e ueiilc anirnals climbed with the 

inieliigei)''i; I'f men, ludding eii with their fore-feet as 
if limy were li.-n Is, :(ud the Arabs above pulling them 
hv tin* mane, or pu.-hing from 'n iow. One of them, in 
eiimhiuga-i ahni-;.; peiajendieul.'S'c lu.-ight, fell over back- 
ward. I tliought lie Was killed: and my Arabs, irri- 
1;.led hv toil, tiiir.st, .ind the danger to their horses, 
sjirang mpen lIu; guide, ;ind I Ix lieve would have killed 
iiini it Paul nud J_ l ad not interferial. Taking off the 
(uu'rmoiis .wuidie. we all joimMl above and Ixdow*, and 
lioisted and pm.hed iiim np almo.st bodily. 

It was m'ai'iy d.;rk w lieu we r-'ached (ho to]» of tlu' 
mountain, ami I .sat ilown for a ^^(‘ment lo take a las'i. 
hiuk at tl’.o Dead Sea. Pi'om this distance, its aspi'ct 
fuhy jnslilied its name. It was ealin, motionless, and 
seemingly dead ; lliero was no wave or ripple on it.s 
surface, nor w is it hurrying on, like other water.s, ta 
pay its tnhnt(' to the (tcan ; tlu' mountains aroimd it 
wer<‘ also di'nd ; no trees or shrubs, not a blade of grass, 
grew oil their naked sides ; and, as in ihe d:l^s of Mosos, 
- lirlmstoiu; and salt, it is not sown, nor bearcth, nor 
any grass grovveth tlu la'on.” 

Vhie thing had especially apr.icu d my aifeutiou in 



ascemlingthewotintain : on attaining a particular point, I 
we had a clear view of tJie whole sea, and at the c^xtreme | 
end \ve saw distinctly what l^aul and I both at once 
called an island. ]\I. Seetzen, one of the earliest modern 
travellers who visited this sea, imagined that he had 
discovered a largo island in the same direction ; and 
though no one believed in its reality, T had then seen 
no f 5 iitisfactory explanation of tlie appearance. [ cuiihl 
not be deceived in what I s;i\v. TJiero never was any 
thing tliat looked inore like an island, and 1 afterwards 
received an explanation whicli to me at least was per- 
fectly satislactoiT. It comes from oiu? who ought to 
know, from tin* only man wlio over made the tour of 
tliat sea, and lived to tell of it ; and, relying upon tlie 
interesting nature of the subject, I make no apology for 
introducing it Ijere. 

When the iinhap])y C'osfigan was found l) 3 *the Arabs 
on the shore of the Dead Sea, tlu‘ spirit of the enterpris- 
ing Irishman was fast lleeting axvay. 1J(‘ lived two 
days after he Avas carried to the conA'(‘nt, at .J»Tusalem, 
but lie never one(i referred to his unhappy voyage. 
He had long been a traA'eller in the l iast, and long jire- 
pariiig f«)r tliis voyage ; lia<l rea<l ov(*ry book that 
treated of the mysterious water, and was thoruuglily 
prepared Avith all the knowledge' necessary for exploring 
it to advantage, riifortniiately ftu* the interests oi‘ 
science, he had always bem in the habit of trusting 
greatly to liis ineniory ; and, afte-r liis death, th(‘ iitis- 
sionari(vs in »Jenisalem lonnd no regular diary or jour- 
nal, but merely brief notes a\ ritieii ou the margins of 
books, so irregular aud confus^sl that tlu’V could make 
iiotliiiig of lliem ; aud, «’itlu‘r from inditfenmee, t»r 
because they ha«l no eonlldmce in him, they allowed 
Costigan’s seiwant to go witlunit asking him any (pie.-,- 
tions. 1 took Bonn* pains to trace out this man: ainl 
afterAvards, ^ Inle lying at Dovroot. stdlering fr*»m a 
malady Avhieii abruptly ))ut an end to my travels in tin* 
Hast, Haul limited him (Uit and iiroiiglit him to nio. 
JIo Avas a little, dri('<hu]i Malt<'se sailor : had roAved 
around that sea Avilhoiit knowing why, excejit tiiat he 
Avas paid for it : and Avhat lie told me liore tlie stani]> of 
trutli, for lie did not seem to think that he liad tlone 
any thing extraordinary, lie knew av; little about it as 
any man could know A^llo hafl lut n over the saini* 
Avater ; and yet, after all, jj" ’ . he ki 

any one else eonid !<'arn. 1 le semied, however, to have 
observed the eoast and the soundings with the eye of 
a sailor. Tiny were eiglit days in aecomjilisliiiig (lie 
Avhole lour (d' tin* lake, sleejeng every night on shore 
except oiiee, when, afraid of some suspicions Arabs 
Avlioiii they saw on the mountains, they slejtt on ho.ird, 
hevt.md the reaeii of gun-Iml fi'om the land, lie told 
me that tlmy had niOAod in a zigzag dive<dion, «-nissing 
and I’ecrossing tlie lain* se\( ral times; that r*v<*rv day 
they sounded, fj't*{(nently willi a line of 17o hraeliia 
(ahuut six feel, each) ; that lii^y fmind the I o-ttomroekv 
and of very une<pial depth, sometimes ranging thirty., 
forty, eighty, twenty luvieiiia, ;iil witiiin a I’e-w boats* 
lengtli ;■ that soiiieiimes the lead )•*■.;., igin up sand, likt* 
that of tile mountains on each .si<ie ; liiat tiny fail<*d in 
tuidiiig bottom hut once, and in liiat ])lru-e tliere wanv; 
largi* bubbles all armnid for llif/ty paer-., rising ])r 
bahly Iroin a spring; that in one place tiiey fouml on 
the liank a hot solpliur spring; that at the s»)mheni 
extremity Mr Cost ig . ,11 bn-ked for tiie Ui\ei of 
])Ut did not t:ud ir ; that m four dlfl'-rent niaces they 
louiid ruins, and could elearly dislinguish large licAvii 
stones, Avhicli s.eemod to Ijavo lieeu nsefi lor hiiildings; 
and in one place they ;,^v ruins hieh Mr Costigan Raid 
were tlie ruins of tuMrra . 1 h.-iA^- nV, iloubt 

that Mr CWigtni tall, d with i.im a- Cr y \ , nt along, 

'S' I would '"IfTgOSt AVhethor tins UM'pu’.iiP i do( net. iced to 
show the fallacy of the opiniim, that the t itle . • : he verc 

by i. voCanic erujition, :irnl that th--. lake covers the 
■ f wiiextijict V(ilcan(>. .1 Icivc w'on tin* rratersot V^cHiivhjH, 
Ktii.'t, and Mont^ .Ho.vsd, and all prosimt the snniO form 
^ ^'f excavated in tlic for.*: of a ounc;, without an;* 

piWitios found in the hottem f ihii gen. 


and told him wluit he told me ; and that Mr Costigan 
had persuaded himself that he did see the ruins of the 
guilty city. Ho may have been deceived, and probalily 
was; but it must have been the most intensely interest, 
ing illusion that ever any man had. Hut of the island 
oi-Avliat Paul and I liad imagined to bo such: — He 
that they too bad noticed' it particularly ; and whojj 
the}' came towards the southern extremity of the lake 
found that it was an o))tical deetrptifni, eaiisi'd bv ;t 
tongue of high land, that |»iit out for a long distanec 
from the middle of the soutiiern extremity ; and, li(‘iii,r 
mindi higher than the Aiilley beyond it, intercepted the 
view ill the manner Ave had both notici'd. Tliis tongia* 
of land, he said, Avas eomposod of solid sarf; tending t,) 
emilirm the assertion of Stralio, to Avhielm I’eferred ii, 
my journey through Idumea, that in the great valley 
south of till' Demi Sea there Avere fornu rly’ large cities 
built entirely of salt. Tlie ri*ad(’r Avill tala* tlii.s foy 
Avliat it is worth ; it is at least new', and it comes from 
the only man living who has explored the lake. 

lie told me some oHut jiarliciilars ; that llip boat, 
Avlien empty, lloated a ])alni liigluT out of tin? AMiicy 
than on tlio MediteiTanean ; lliat (’ostigan lay on Hu- 
water, and ])ieked a low' I, and tric‘d to imhtci* him to 
come 111 ; that it was in tlie nimitli of duly, and from 
iiim* to till* dreadlully hot, and «‘v«‘ry niglit a north 
wind blew, ami the waves were wc»rse than in tlie (Inif 
of Lyons ; and in n ferema* to their ]K‘cnliar expo- 
sures. and lip' eirmimstaiiet's that linrried }ioorCosriL;;)ii 
t(* liis nnliappy fate, in* said tliat they had suffeii'ij 
('\c«*(Mlii!'jly from tin* heat, tlie iii-st live days (’ustigan 
taking his tmai at tl;e t>avs ; that on tile sixtli dav th( ir 
water was exhaiistt'd, ami (’ostigan ga\e out ; that on 
the .‘•(•N <'ntli day they wen- obliged to drink the water 
of till* sea, ami on tin? eiglitii they were inmi* tin.* hi :nl 
of the luk(*, ami In* himself exlmustc.l, and miahle miv 
longer (o pull an oai*. There he madf? cioTei* iV(<m ilo? 
water of lilt* S!-a ; ami a i’a vouralile v, imi ?■ prijiging up, 
for (In* tirst linn* they Inii-led their sail, and 
hours readied tin* head of tlie lake ; that, fet*ii!e as la* 
was. In* .-el. oil’ for deridio, ami, in tlie nieaiilime, the 
unhappy (.’ostigati wa*-; found hy tin* Arah.>-oii the shore 
a <1\ ing man. ami, hy tin* intereession of tin.* ohl woman, 
carrietl to deridio. I ouglit to a<hh lliar tin* next linn* 
In* cann; to me, like ( loon? < iihhie, lie had tried w hether 
tin* iiimiey 1 gaA <* him was good, ainl reeolharted a grer.t 
many things In* had forgofFen iielore. 

The re;ider cannot feel tlie same inten'st in l!mf 
wliidi I tlid. ami ihen'rore I a\iI 1 not detain him heig. r. 
In three h«turs, crossing a ri(?h ami ferliU* (*onn;r_\, 
Avlien* lloAver.s were l)h)oining, and Arab slie])Ia*ri.ls 
A*. cn* pasturing tlidr jhicks of slicep and goat.-., we li.d 
tlescemicd tin* Inti of ;i ravim*, where tin* IvedroTi pa^ei-*’ 
from d(*rusal(*ni tt) tin* D(*ad Sea, at tin- foot t)f l!ic 
nionntains t»f S.anta Saha. It was night wlien we ar- 
rivt.tl ; ami gro])ing our Avay hy the uncertain iigld of 
tin* mot)!!, Ave arrived at tin* door oi’ the convent, .i 
l(»fty and gigantic structure, rimng in stories or o r 
raeis. one a.ho\e tin; other, against tin* sides of iiic 
nieaiinain, to its very toy* ; and then crowned with 
t.in*ret'', tliat from the ha.-.e wln ri; 1 stood, s( eined, like 
the tower at \virn*h tin* Avickednes.s of man was I’oie 
loumled, striving to riradi to hea\<*ii. 

Wo “ knodvf*d ami it was oyn-ned to us ascended 
two or tlin;e tliglit.s of •-teyis, dimlM d ny* a. ladder, 
(*r;iAvled through a small door, only large ciioiigli b> 
admit one at a time, tmd found oni*s< lve.i in an {tide- 
diaiiiher, surrouinlod l>y nioia* tlian 100 Creek ydlgviuis. 
A ;mmk conducted us up two or three (llgldsof steyis to 
the chamber of the siijierifjr, wiiere w<; look cotfee. 1>> 
a few iiKonents avc followed him again ny* two or three 
jnon? flights of steyis to a neat little room, with a divan 
and a. large pile of coverh'ts. 

I 1 bought of tin* bn.sli in whicli 1 had lodged th‘- 
niglit before, spread out a fmv of ibe coverlets, crawled 
ill aoiong theni^ and in a few moments the D(‘nd Swi, 
mnl Hie Holy iLaiid, and (‘very otl)<;r land and sea, wep 




CHAPTER XXXTTI. 

(^(vnvCTit of Santa Saba.— A strange Picture. —relebration of 
(loo<l Friday.— Palm Sunday.— A Strupglo for Life.— The Grave 
Qf a Friend.— A (^mvert.— Hiirlal of a Missionary. 

J f;LKT*T till nine oVloek tlio next mornint;. 'I'lie 
iliin" I after breukfust was to mount to the tower 
at tlio top outlie convent. This is tlio larj^est Creek 
,M,uv(‘nt in ™*Boly Luiul; niul I rmriarked tiiat it was 
in a "00(1 state of repair, and tliat large and expensive? 
iinprovi!inents were then in ])rogress. Tiie tower com- 
jnatuh d a view of the whole convent, huiJt in terraces, 
i}i a .sort of ainphitheatl’o, in the side of the mountain. 
All .around,* ])artieular]y in tlio rnounfain oppo.site, wen? 
I’.'inges o| grottoes, iormerly tlie I’esidenees of ancho- 
rites and^lfermits, admirably situab'd for cherisliing 
jiioiis thoiij^hts, and Iea<ling a lioly lib*. An ol«l wliitc- 
))earded^(>nk, leaning on liis staff, was toiling np it 
sides, letiatng a long ]>roeession of })ilgrims, ]»robably 
to sonui V(*ry Imly plaee ; and below me, a])pareiitly 
p’owing onf of the rock, was a hu’g(* ]?:ihn-tree, ])lanfc(i, 
:is th<'Y .say, ]»y Santa Saha himself in tli Ibnrtli 
tiirv. 'J’he eenn*t<')*y is about half way d' wi , . a vault 
under an optui an^a. 'Die flat stoia* that efo erod llie 
ciifr.anee was fastf'ued down with eenit nt. The monk 
tnid nie that the bodi('S of tin* <l( ad were laid on stone 
ii.Miehi's, where lime wjis llii*owii ove ■ tliem ; and as 
scan .as docom]n)silion liad takeji ]>’ the liones weia* 

]'i inov('d, and thrown upon a pile in anotlier part of tlie 
(••■iiv'tj'i’y. ^ 

The eh.apel, like nil (lie otiu'r (ircek eliapels, was | 
fell of gaudy .atnl ridiculous ornaiiK'iits .and p.aintings ; 
.and, .auKrug tlte l.alter, tljere was one tliat attracted th<‘ 
particular adinii.alion and lau'creiice of the jiilgrinis. 
Al tlu' to]) <»f the jtieiure <;it tlie fatlie]*, surrounded by 
:'.iige!s, and patriarchs, and good roeii ; aJid on his right 
v.;is a range of t\vo-sloi*y iioui^es, iN ter >t.anding 
luTore them vitli tin* keys in his li.ainl. llelow tin- 
fi'di'S* was a l;trg<', iMiwerl'ul j'na!i, w th a luige ]t.air <tf 
scales in Ids Iniud, wa lghlng simuM’s as tin y came n]), 
and hilk.'ting on each t!i<‘ weight of li s sins ; hidow liim 
wej'e a nuinher (d‘ naked (iguvc>, in a. sitting posture, 
with lln ir arms spre.ad out, and llnar k gs cindoscd iii 
long ln.*\«.‘s extended hori/ouf allv. On the left ;i .sir.‘am 


priests, monks, pilgwms, Paul, and myself, all assembled, 
every one holding in his hand a long lighted candle. 
The superior, with his gold mitre and black velvet 
cloak trimmed witli gold, iny friend the Sicilian pnest, 
and some <itht;r digrutarie.s of tlio church, were pre.sent, 
very ritrhly dres.scd. On a large cross \vas tht? figiu’e 
of a man, rej)rc,senting the Saviour, the crown of thorns 
oil his head, nails in lii.s hands and fort, blood trickling 
from them, and a gaping w'ouiid in his side. Before 
setting out on the jirocessiou, the lights w'cro c‘xtin- 
gui.sliod ; and, in total darkness, a monk commenced a 
sermon in Italian. Aft(.*r this the candies were re- 
lighted, hanner.s and crueifixes rai.sed, and the proces- 
sion moved roinul tli(? eljurch towards Calvary. Stopping 
i at the Pillar of i‘'k*ig« "ati(jn, at the prison wliero they 
I .say Chri.st was eonilupd, wlierc the crown of thorn.s 
I was put n})on Iiis ln‘ad, wlicre his raiment was divided, 
tVc., and giving a chant, and .'in address liy one of the 
monks at each placi*, they ivonnd round tlie church 
until they came to the staircase heading to ralvary, and, 
leaving their slioes bedow', mounted l)avefoot to tlie place 
of crucifixion. 1 1 ere they first went b) an altar on the 
right, where, as tliey have it, (.’hrlst was nailed to 
the cross; and laying tlie figure down on the door, 

I alihougli they liad lu'cn hearing it for more Ilian 
two iionrs, tJiey now’ wauit llirongli tlie c(;n‘inony of 
nailing it ; .and vi.'tiirniiig to the adjoining altar, pa.ssc<l 
the fo»»t of tlie cross through th<‘ marble floor, and with 
the ])le(‘tling figure uj)oii it, sr t it u]) in tlio liole in the 
natural rock, according to ilie tradition, in the very 
S])ot wh(.‘re, lohh years ago, (.‘iirist was crticiluMl. At 
tin* foot of till* cross a monk pixaeimd a MU'inoii in 
Italian, w.'irin, earnest, and iiiqtassioiKil ; iVeipuntly 
fuming round, and with l»oi}i liaiids extended, apostro- 
I pliising tin; bleeding figui'c ab*>vc bim. In .spite of my 
I sci'ptiirism and incredulity, Jind tny contempt for 
: monkish tricks, 1 could not behold this .scene unmoved. 
I liVery attendant, rtjton tlu* crncifi.xiou w.as iv} 'resented ; 
, for the (lovenun* of .Ji-rusalem was })re.scut, \)ith ji 
I .smih* of scorn u[M»n liis handsome featiiri-s, and Turkish 
i and Afussiilman soldiers breaking tlio .stillness of the 
I sci'iu* with loud laughs of deri.sioii : and 1 could aImo,st 
I iiiiagiiie that I heard l!ie uubi’lii'ving dews, with gibes 
! and sneers crying out, ‘‘ If lie h»* the King of Israel, 

! let liini eoiue do)\ n from tlie cross I*’ 


of lire was coining douii from t)ie fa I her, and coDi'ct- 
iiig in tlie moufh ef a huge nondescript sea-nu>nster, 
uhile ill fninh.sr( lid ;i grear half-naked ligun*, pitching 
ill the sinner.s just as the fireman oil hoard a steam- 
boat j)iltdii‘S in the long sticks of wood, and tlu* dainneil 
wi'ie kicking about in liie Ik-mu s, On tlie rigl«t was 
iilias doing liatth' willi Antiehrist ; and heiow' was a 
rf|iresent.atioii of tlie hi.st day, and the graves giving 
lip their de.ad, in almost every conceivable variety of 
ioriii and siiu.atlon. 

In another chapel, dedic.'ded to .Jolin of I >ani,ascn.s, 
wild formerly lived there, behind an iron grating in a 
grotto of tlu* nud\ was a kirge ])ile of .skulks ami hones, 
tlie rcnr;dus of I d.OdO lieouits who dwelt among tlie 
tniiuiitiiius, and wt-rc slain by tlu* 'rurks. 

Tlu* superior liad been waiting some time to accom- 
pany me to dei'iisaleiii. W'iil tlir rcu'ier believe it I 
hi.s in.gii hail lived twenty vi'nrs in the convent, and 
had never been to the Head Sea ! I was so tli.sgusted 
'vitli liini tliat J rod.* on and Id't him ; cud following 
flu* Valley of the Kedron, me< ting on tlu way linndrcds 
f'l (Ireek pilgi-ims, in three hours 1 was again in Jeru- 
>»alem. 

Tlie next night being ( lood Friday, tlio monks of tbo 
Katin Fonvent ju'rformed ibe ccroiuoiiwi f the cruci- 
fixion. Tlio d<iois were open at an early hour for a, 
short time, and then closi'd for the night, so that we 
"ere obligcntto bo there two or fhreo honr.*r. before the 
<^oroinoiiy began. M o.* t of tJie pilgrims liad j'repared 
■tgaktst the tcdiousncs.s of waiting by bringing w ith them 
Jl" ir bods, mats, and coverlets ; and all aroinul the 
tiooi* of the church, men, women, and children, wore 
taking an intermediate nai>. The iiroeeedings com- 
bU’iiced ill the chapel of the Latin Convent, • lu*re 


After the Imdy li;id remaiiieil some lime susjieudcd, 
two friars, personating Josf]di of .Vrimatlua and jNico- 
demus, a]>proached the fool, of the cross; and one of 
tlu iii on flu right, with a long ]'aii* of jiiucers, took llu* 
crown of thorns from the lu ad, waved it around slowly 
N : I) a tlieatrically mournful air, kissed ii, and laid it 
down on a talile before liim ; he tlu n drew long spike.s 
from the hands and feet, and moving tliem around, one 
by one, slowly as before, kis.sed them, and laid (hem also 
on tlu* t.'iiile. 1 ne\ ‘>r .s.-iw any thing more affecting than 
this rcpn’.scntation, hail as it w;is, of tiie hloody drama 
of the criicitixion ; and as the monks drew* out the long 
nails from the hands and feet, even the .soolling Mussul- 
mans sto]>])ed th. ir laugh of derision. 1 stood by the 
table whih* tlu'V laid the luuly uj'ou it, and wrapped it 
in a cdeaii linen cloth ; followed them when they carried 
it down from Calvary fo the stone of uuctioii ; stood by 
till.) head of llu* .sfoue while tlu'V washed and anoiuteil 
it, and prc'pared if, for burial, and followed it to the door 
of the sepulchre. It was now lu’ar two o’clock; the 
ceremony was ended, tlu* Mussiilnian soldiers had re- 
tired, and Paul and I returiiod to the convent. We 
had no lamp; and as, in all the Turkish cities, every 
one i.s oliliged to carry a kimj) at night, and, in fact, it 
is necessary for hi.s own security, we walked through 
the narrow* streets of Jerusalmu bearing the same long 
candles witli which we had ligured in the proces-sioii of 
(lie crucifixion. 

On Sunday morning, hriiig Ika.ster, nr Palm Sunday, 
I visited, for the last time, the ('’iiuveh of the Htdy 
.Sepulchre. It was more crowded than I hail ever yet 
.seen it. Tim courtyard literally sw*arined witli venders 
of amulets, crucitlxe.s, and holy orn;nnei)t.s ; and withm 
The church were tables of oranges, tigs, dates, iSce, Tho 





Arab bftk^ was walking about, wltli a largo tray on his 
head, crying his bread ; and in each of tlio altars was 
a sort of shop, in which Greeks were making and selling 
chaplets and wreaths of palm-leaves. 1 1 Avas altogether 
a lively image of the scone when Clirist went into the 
temple, and ‘^cast out tlicm that boight and sold, and 
overthrew the tables of t he money-changers.*’ 'J’he ce- 
remonies of tlie day wore in comnioin oral ion of that on 
which our Saviour entorod into derusalcin, riding n])()n 
an ass, when thcimiltitudo followed him, strowing their 
garnumts and bniiiclics of p.'ilm-troos in liis path, and 
crying, ‘niosannah to the Son of David I” When f 
entered, tlie monks of the Latin Convent w(n‘e ceU'])rnt- 
ing grand mass before tlie holy si'pnlehre; and, in the 
meaii time, the ( Greeks Avero getting ready for iheirturn. 
TJieir chapel Avas crowded, and ail along the corridors 
the monks were arranging the p(' 0 |)lii in ])rocessioii, and 
distributing banners, for whieli the young tlreekswero 
scrambling; and in one place a monb, wirli a standard 
ill his liand, AA'liicli luid just been liandtMl doAvii from 
above, Avitli his back against Iho Avail, Avas knocking and 
kicking aAvay a crowd of young Greeks, .struggling to 
obtain it fir tin.' proce-sion. 

As siiiin as tlio LaUnsIiad tinisbed, tin* Arab F-i-ld.'ers, 
Avliom I always Ibund regular arti ndants at llu j oseenes. 
as if tlU-'Y kncAv Avjiat was iMmiing wlicn tl (ir^eks 
began, addressed tliein witli loud shouts of ■ A'eilali, 
yellah — conic (ui, conn; imi.'*’ A J;.rg<* banner was sta- 
tioned at the door of t!ie sepnlcin id ilie i*us!i ot tin; 
pilgrims to ju'osti’ati^ tbeneeha s ar it, and tu touch 
it witli tlieir pahn-b]*aiicbe.s, was irimiei A tall 

y».>uug (.ireek, with a larg*’ turban nn Ir 1, Avhde 
his h'ft hand siU'perted tiio ban ivas laying alioiit 

him Avilh his right as if lie AVer< Iv dvl; t'diog ibe 

sepulchre itself fiami the hands of lb .ihi* Is. 'fi:!- 

piVtcessioTi advanced undev a. loud elja prt etas d !,y 

Ji body <d' Ibirkish ohicers to clear tlio - ; t'n n eaur' 

the ]'.ri('st:'-, wa-ariiig their rieln-sr dre s s, tin • nn! !•'••• ■ 
and Cap'S rieliiy ernan 'ented witli prec! a?.d i 

carrying abd'i sacia il banners, arid one : j.rink- { 

ling lioly Avater. Wlierevcr lie <-ame, t! sii w s f-r-; 
rible ; the Greeks became excited t.> a p 

ill the cli id' appi 

fellow*, bnrstirg tbrougli riie r*'ar ranlc--, iliru/M. hrs lac- 
over iuv shoulder, and bawh d <'iit “ l'a)-.a, papa,*’ in 
sucii an agemiMiiiLi voK-e, tiiat tiie ‘•‘paiga” aiun.-d lit him 
a copious discliargf. of which iiiy lae-' received tlie 
pi'inc'ip.'il boin.'tit. hen the larges; bnno- r cannj rouiei, j 
tile slrngghi to 1. inch it with the j>;iiin'hraiiein v,;j- I 
incoiuv.hvai/le. A 'J'u.vkish uuicf'r had, until this tiro -, j 
Covered rr.: \vi:li jiis body, and, liy dint of rlmnlin'.:, { 
kicking, and iTrikiiig luriou-ly tbont bini, 5-i«ved n.o ti.l ! 
tlic jiruce-ssiotj [lassed by ; hot . iu-r this tb<, i-ii di bt-eani'- | 
di-eadfuk J c.tnld f- «)! inv ribs ylt.l'.ling under tbe i»rcs- j 
sure, and was really aiavnn-d A^ln-n a Muld'-u ;.nd niigliiy j 
surg(? of tin struggling ma-s hnrri:‘d me ir.rij the sf ! 
in trade of a nn-rciiant of dadi-s and orange". In .n .i.c ■ 
of picking up his got)f|.s, the b lluw gi-apj>led r.t me; Imt i 
1 gut, fiiitof his ehiieiies us Avell r-s ’ e-.-ul I ; and, setting ; 
op for myself, tvic-l.'ed, tlium])eil, and. scuriled nnti! i 
made my way to the tlof»r ; and that wa-', my ia -.t. vi -it te. 
the (dinrch of flm- IJidy S? j-nlch-f'e. j 

J. liad r' gn.;ttcd that 1 e.niid. m-t .'day for the 
Greek j magi ery, tlie drawiiig doAvu lire trmn h'-von, * 
AA'hen evi-ry piigri’o cons’e r:'. himself heiuei f.ol'gwL S.'s 
taper at ila; saeri.-d b.'arn.' ; and tiles'-* who ;;]it tirstare i 
COlisitici’cd tbr TOO ;t ' .e-hmate and Gioie istfavouj'ed in j 
the sight of ( io-h [ r.,-.. iaiagino 'he wi’ 1 rmi frantic i 
struggling among mere tl.an ' hOh bigots and f'mati.’s i 
for tJie first rays *>1. .n Jn- •, . 'y p. |,f . p,,; an what 
I saw that day, 1 h-iL that il weeid' ,,e put'.hig life and 
limb in peril to be amenir ihe.o. Two ^rani :* iore, a 
lloiribJe Ca "astrophe had hapj,. ,b,, .-.aielrn. nfcof 

this ceremony. Tlie air of tia ejinreb " .d he '..in'- .so 
contfimhiatcd by tlie e.\ha,lalions from mo bodies ef (he 
thi^Ui^ailds i?row*ded within it, that j^spiralien bcs'ainc 
, eoibusion, and -t. rnslj for tiu: doo’g 
\ raolri AAas eairii ri out m n:n es-, < . 
people, by r. sU’on';; body ..f his byi«lcT.s ; i 


and between 200 and 300 pilgrims were trodden doun 
and trampled to death. Their bodies were laid out 
next morning in the court of the church ; and so do, 
graded is the character of the.se Christian pilgrims, that 
iis 1 was told by Mr Nicolaisen, the English missionarv 
to the JeAvs, Avho AA*as looking among thorn for a servant 
of his oAvn, the friends and relatives of the slain carried 
them away in triumj)!), as martyrs in the cause ei' 
Christ. 

My last visit in Jorusalcin Avas to Alonnt Zion. ) 
liclicA'c r liavo imi mentiomnl that on this liill stands 
tlio tomb, or the supposed tomb, of David. .It is covi-rci 
by a mosque ; the tomb is Availed in, and, as the Aral, 
doov-kci'iior told nu*, oven the eyes of the pacli.a are Udi 
pcj-mittcil to loolc Avithin the holy place. Here, too, is llif. 
cmiiacuhiin, or chamber where our Saviour ate his 
siipjvr Avitli his disciples ; in the Armenian oliapc l is 
^ tlio n-al .stone that was rolled from the door of the sc, 
j pnlchre : and lien* also is the house of (niaphas, tin 
j higliqmicst. Avith a tree marking the .spot where the cod, 
crew when IVter denied his master. 

ihit, there was one spot on Monnt Zion far moi' . 
lnt(*restlng to me than all these, or even t ban any thin.; 
ill Jonmalc'in. It w-as tin* grave of my early fri» iii!. 
AAiioni I had Iraeki'il iu his wanderings IVoin tin* C ti:,, 
Tacts of the iSdio, tlirongb tlie Avibh-vm-ss of Sinai, 1o In,: 
last resting- place* in Jerusalem. Veai's bad rolh d ;r.ec, 
.since 1 Isn!*- Ihin fai’i'-sVe-li in the stree-ts of uin- nnh-.i 
city. 1 bad lieavd «'f him iu (In* gay circles of [’ai i ic; 
about to Ave.'l wiilt omMiflhe proudest names in rraiii'c; 
again, as a wanderer in ihi* I-!;ist, and tln-n as (]••:!. 1 i;i 
I’nle-dine. I hit a. i’ -w’ i liovi ye;ii-s It.ad jcisscl aw;;v, 
a’l'l Avbat eii.aii'r*''^ ! .My old selmol-mati-s, tlu' eunnin- 
ehui'i of niy yomli an I ..ji'-nln;!; maiilnt.iil, Avhi-n.* w 
i (hn’,i‘. *.eatter.‘d, <l!.‘-i)i-i*si .<] -li ail ; 

tl-'em was-. : h-ej'i. ; in the r I ('.'irtl li.> 

leid left hi-: horn , and 1" ( 

ih'- J h Laud e ami I 
(■re Die h'a' i 

at slur i I m’ a wfui Ih 

di al!i ? Wli ' d bis t!vi Whori-eeii 

; ]). * '■! \\''li(ilm! 

i Ab.-(m I had Is 1 )>i -nf 

a .eee-ne wlueli lilmesi T.’U'.de me v p •. tile burial •■( : 
.Aruii Ilian jsilgvim. lb* w.is bron.-ht bn* huna! m ilii 
<-!• ?he"in '\Iii.-h Ik* I-addii'd; the grave was aii'i 

to h.- enlarged ; lln* priect. s(e>nd ;i( tli*- Imad cf di.- 
giMve* i;nd'. r il he.tvv show i-r .tf rain, and, a - h“ iitlhi' i! 
me liis ■ !iufr-i'0.\, ; rnmhli d at Is'iiig ohiiged To waif ; 

whi-u tl.o gi'ave wr. ■ enlarged. ;md the hod\ fliowM) 
in, and tlm v,t.-r dirt ea-d, upon it, heniunihh'd a. i Ik'!’ 
jjrax 'T. and linn all ImriT d a way. And (his wm- 
tlie gravo (»f my j'ri' mi ; and. 1 <.''ail(l nm-. l.iiit a■■^lv mv <■;: 
wiio had Vniried hirii, and wlio ii.el inenriual ovt r !;•; 
gi’avf*. Tlie inscri;.rion on his tomhstone aihn-d-'d h :* 
vague answers to my qim.s'ti.ms, aod they wc-iv d a. 
painful cbaracler. It lan tlnr; : — 

T>. t). :>r. 

1 ! if jlK'i 

: , f :: ATricrc- 
Kc 

.im'.'ainl ticliiiJ' < 'on 'iMIu'm '■)' f; t im hit riii 'Cf'U ’ 'pf '* ■' 
MiTfoii'iM f! (.'.ihirn ' iX, 

CadK-ilicani r- 'ii'.iainan umf* sviimmi he- < ni rrafii 
I', vita ilcL-b.'-ir IV. nouas .MlXag.W.N . a. - 

X V V. 

A uiiei TIM ;•!■»•! il. -i pcenu-n: 

OMit-i imi eo. 

He Ire: die'i a? (im cruvent, and died! ;doiie, Tlisira • 
Veiling eompanimi liad accidenliilly rcruaiiiod at datla, 
ha.d i*,)T, heard of hia pieknesw, and did not arriv'C iu 

dei n.-alern untii poor I» was in his grave. ^ It-Avas 

n'-ccssary to be wary in my inquiries ; for the Catliohcs 
licre arc ever on t.he watch for souls, qnd witli ^rcat 
^ ‘-tentat.ion had hki?:om‘f| his conversion upon hi.s tonun 
Tiu! hrrst time f inquired about liiin, a young monk told 
me Lont ho r< meiuberod him well as on tho day of lus 
a - -i val, a liin', haudsome young man, full of Ijcaith and 
and that lie immediately commenced talknig 
abor.i i’ciigioiK aurl three dny.H afterwards the»Y 



PltGRiMAGfe to THE JORDAN. 107 


niasSi Bud took the sacrament together in the chapel of 
the convent. Ho told me the story so glibly, that I was 
confident of its falsity, evon without referring to its 

improbability. I had known B well. I knew that, 

like most young men with ua, though entertaining the 
(lc(!pest reaj)eet and reverence for holy tilings, in the 
pride of youth and health ho had lived as if there was 
jio grave ; and I could imagine that, stretched upon his 
Ibt'ji of death in the dreary cell of the convent, with “ no 
r)(.* to pity and no arm to save,” suiToiinded liy (’atholic 
jiioiiks, and probably enfeebled in mind by disease, ho 
}i!id, pcrliaps, laid hold of the only hope of salvation 
((ll'cred liini ; and when I stood ov{‘r his grave, and 
thought of the many thorns in his pillow in that awful 
jjour — ^the distracting thoughts of liome, of the mother | 
vliose name had been the last on his lips ; the slmd- j 
dcriiig consciousness that, if he du‘d a l‘rotost;uifc, his 
hones would be denied the rites of burial, 1 pitied, 1 
i^rit'ved for, but 1 could not blame him. But w lu'ii sus- 
jiieioii was aroused by the manner of llie monk, I re- 
solved to iinpiire furtlier ; and if his tale sliould prove 
untrue, to l»‘ar with iny own hands the liiiellous slone 
i'roiu my friend's grave, and hurl it down Mount /.ion. 
i afterwards saw' the monk who bad shrived him, and 
was told that the y{/nng lonn with wlu.in I bad eon- 
;ei'.S('d was a, jirater and a fool ; that lie liiiv.self bad 

)!i\er beard 15 Sj'eak of religion until after bis 

r. lurii from tbe Dead .‘‘.'ea with lip.! liandof ileJit'e 
liiai ; that, lie had a<ljujnit tev'^l tbe sJUTani'.'iit to hini 
liUt llirt'o days befure bis deaili, win n ail liope « f life 
IS I'U.-d, ami tliat even yel if miglifc be a fpie.stiun 
letber 1 didreally n iKUiuef* bi^ laltli, for tlie ‘..(Ic'viui 
jurat io] was nunb' m a laiigua:/* be but irniierb'ctly 
uiideivlood ; aliil be ne\ rr sjude* al -xee^it, 

ilie wiliine!-s of dwlirimn, 1o imi na.u'.e 

“ nniln r.'’ 

1 liave said lli.t! in hi : liv:;'.;' u 

lir.riatw od t'V ilie llaaa. bi liia bis ].« i!d Ik 

deuivd «'f' t ‘iii'i'-i-uii burial. Mr V !>r. 
paiiii d m<' on niy I'.V ' \ i. lt (■) lp‘s i me tliat 

;i\'; i.'atlailies wen'd ba’ 'd i ju'siiag 

;>la<‘i- in emiMcralMl haniiii:- me a sluu t | 

iii-'tiiiiee la ib<‘ grave id ielh»w ioi o:o!).'*,ry j 

vdi't I-.id liiv d ;-i;u'e Ir: el i:, ■ eriisal>.‘i:i, I'er.rrib ■<! 

t') me what lie liae st ef t.li 'iiri-liau ‘•jdrit ot l/’O 

istiaiis d (iie Iw'l; ^ lie ed bv tit ; Latins, the 

fra uds (d ])r Dedge bahl a-.ked pi. ruilssieii ot tin 
Lit ly 111 ly lei* a ’itiUiwbik in tlieiu biirv- 

':-gveiuid 1 and, ik gitlaiing v irli tlie dragom.-iii of tli< 
L.--Mgb( tliaf ]K i iiii jell b.atl I -‘(.•i: grauie.l : 
but while ibey Wi re ill tin? ael of 'I'jorniiiig (be fniiei-.d 
5-erviee, a mi’ssenger i*ar.ie in to 

iiad bei‘ii tilled Uja d'bey ]n’oi • si vviee tii! 

die delay I xelled tln' atleid of liis iml api'V widow 
;iud llievv.ere obliged to tell heri]>a 
vJicre lliey could ia\ tlu’ le'.'l'i of her yoio.g l.’li-hao.i 
A r< liietaiit perrnis'dun was at l.-ugih graoied, audtb.*^ 
buried him by the light of tin’elr s ; .md nldiongb lia r' 
bad beew no gravi's in tlr^t part (d' the gi’eiiml before 
lb«‘Lrc('ks had buried all around, to pp-vi-n'. any aji 
]di(.*atien for permission to lay by lii*^ s’-de tl I-*, 
allot her Jierotic. 


CllAD’rr.D ?v\Xl v, 

b'i'.airnafto to the .lor l.iti.—l’iljn im’s (VrUri.-ate,— The V-.m.'U ef 
— DcjKU’turo fi 0111 J( . ii '.iloin. — view of the Doao 

Soa.— Villaj-o of Vlinlwoot.- Oeparturo from .Lalivi.— .Mounts 
btriaim and Ebal.— Au Antique Manuscript. — “ban?.*' in Sama- 
ria. 

'I'hk next day I left Jc riwalem ; but V.efor • l- avlng it, 
1 was witness to anotle.'r striking .scene, wnadi £ shall 
I'UVor forget ; the dejiartm o of tlie pilgrims, iiueen or 
fwt'iity tliousiind in mini her, for the dordai.. At an 
early hour I was on horsebaclv, oiit.side St Stejihen s 
bate. It was such a luoviiiiig as that on which 1 .‘darte«l 
the Bead Sea^ clear, bright, and. beautiful ; the 
Greets of the city were desertcal, and the v.holc popu- 


lation were outride the walls, sitting under tho shadow 
of the temple, among tho tombs of tho Turkisli bury • 
ing-ground; tho women in their long white drcRses, 
with their faces covered, and the men in large flowing 
robe."?, of gay and varied colours, and turbans of e<"cry 
fashion, many of them green, the proud token of the 
pilgriinagci to Mecca, with pipes, and swords, and glit- 
tering arms ; tho whole Valley of Jehoshaphat was filled 
with moving beings, in every variety of gay apparel, 
as if tlio grtjat day of resurrection had already come, 
.and the tenants of the dreary tombs liad burst the 
fcttcr,s of tho grave, and como forth into new life and 
biainiy. 

I had received an invitation from the governor to 
ride in liis suite ; and w'liile wniting for him at the gate, 

I he terrible Abougtis, witb Ids; rrt.iiiiers, came out and 
beck ned mo to pjiu Inm. I followed liim over the 
K Keaton and ibo Valley of Jelioshajdiat to the 
11 of (retli'^emane, wliere j stopped, and, giving 
my horse to an Arab boy, I sto]i])ed over the low fence, 
and, si'aling myself on the jutting n.'i.t of tho tree 
marked by the knivc.s of pilgrims as that under which 
our Isaviour was befrayed, looking ovor tbe lu'ads of 
Ibe'i.’in-kisli women seated on tbe b iieiMielow, 1 saw the 
w hole ]»roee<sioii .streaming iroin llie gate*, crossing the 
\''aib y of delu siiapliar, and hiiiig along the foot oi the 
garden. 'I.liey weri* on i(jota.nd on horseback, oil don- 
keys, limb s, dn-medarit.'i', and eanieis ; and here and 
there U'-re well-e«piij>ped caravans, wiili tents and 
previ'-.iuiis f"!’ the monks of llie <1 die* rout convents. It 
would be iumossible lo give any idea of this sivange 
ai:d exuaeii'dinary procession: lui*..! might bo seen a 
I woman on liorsoliack, with a idiild on eaeii arm ; tbero 
I a large pannier on eaidi side of a mule, whli a man in 
1 tnie* and a woman in tlie idhe-r ; or a large frame on the 
1 hi'di bark of a e.aiiKl, like a. dindmitive ark, carrying a 
j wbob* family, with all their ijuiits, ooverk-is, cooking 
! uteii.-uis, Ainoiig tlu*m, ridirci; alono on a raw-boui'd 
i horse, was a beggarly liaban. in a worn and shabby 
j Lnropean ilrcss. with a iowling-]di‘e(' and a. fame-bag, 
and (‘Very l;"dy mad.o way for him ; and there was a 
general (aiiirb wlu'i'v.vt'r lie came. Aiid now a body (’f 
'j'ln’ki^b ]m r.M:Tnt n,wit!i lira w n «-ei’jm*t(.‘V.s in their bands, 
rii.-bedont ft bo gate, dai-lmd down i bo valley, and uplho 
i idt. of tlu' iiuainlains at fol! gallop, eh'aviiig the way 
lV;r tlie gove .‘nor ; and thmi t ame the governor liirns(*if, 
under a salt 1<* from llie fortre<-s, on a horse i>f the be.st 
b'l^od of Ar ibia, riding as if lie were part of tlu‘ iioblo 
animal, ].reced-. d by the music of tlie Turkish drum, 
and l.ewttig Avith a iitdiilily and digni: y of mamu'r known 
I .,.y in the Last, and wdiich I marked the more parii- 
Ciil.-triy, as lie sto|>ped oj'-posite' to m(‘ and beckoned to 
me to join him. Then came ilm pi'grims again, and I 
sal then? till the 'no t had '.tone l)y. Lalioping back to tlm 
gate, I. 1nn\ed tol' i,]; iit tl.em Idr tin; la-.t tinu', a living, 
moving mass of tbnii.-and.s, tlionsands of mile.s from 
their lionics, lioun l ihr the sa- t-ed diu-dan, and strong 
in tlio faith ibat, bailiing in ns lail’iiwed waters, they 
should wasli uw:g. ibeir sins. 

Tn a f'-wv nvimenm 1 was at tlu* eonvent ; and, sending 
I’aul !>'. tone me to ihe l.>am;'e;(‘us t bite, 1 went to take 
my IcaAc of the siqieifor. lie told iiu‘ iliat, though T 
was ;iu American (the only Americans be bad seen 
were inissiimaries, and lie did not like them), be liked 
m(‘ ; and bidiliug me a kind and alTee.tionato farewa'll, 
lie put. into my bauds a pilgrim’s certificjite, which 
follows in thesi' words-- 

I'll. FMA.\nsrr.SXArF.T?TUs a Ml-dd l'A, 

Or linis iniuorum ivcuUnis obscrv.mtiio S. I’, X. Franrisci ; eie> 
tO(li:e Tui-litnisi.-i U'el'.u* (beolegu'i; ex ilofuiito : !?i;icv:p oon!:;u'- 
jr.'ilionis prop:i;uiuda‘ fulei rcsponsalis ; mis.-^ionuni «'t 

t'vpii {ira'foctiis; in pai tibu:ioriontisr(uniTiissarius iipii'. Unions ; 
{•:iori -Monlis Finn, ct sanetissirai sopuleri 1). N. .Ii'mu 
K uaiUianu.s; LUiiri Xtrcic 8aucl:»? custOii, vLiiatiir, ct hiimilli 
in lioniuio i-ervus : 

lllustvissimo Domino '•i' Auiorican.i libenter 

boo pro.ion.Mlestimnuium Uaums, ot omnibus, ae sinvjiilL bos pne- 
sei;U;4 poslras Uttenw Icciuris, \('l insipvcmris notimi, f\(lcXQ(|[uo 
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facimus, Tjaudatiim IJliwtrlssimum Domfnum Jerusalem per- 
veniase, «t omnia principaliora loca, quje in tota Paleslina visi- 
tari BQlent, presertim Ssm. Sopulchrum Pom. N. .Tosu Christi, 
Calvaria Monteni, PraHopium Betlehcinitioum, etc., visitasAc. 
Kt quod ita Kit. atto'.tntioncm injinn nostra snbsoribimus, et 
FiRillO inajori officii nnstri jiiunitani cxpcdiri maiulannis. 

Datis Jeriisaloin, I'x hoc W nerabili Convcntu Sancti Salvatoris, 
die 3 Aprilis, Ann(» Poniini Ut trijrtsimo-acxto. 

Fr. Franciscus Xavcrius u Mclita, Custos Terra' Sancta*. 



Po Mandato Jhmdmi In Xpto Patri'?, 

Fit. PFltPKTPrs A SOFFi;i«‘. 

Socrctariiis Terra* Sane: '*• 

Wliidi, being intoriirctcd, is ar^ Iblluves: -- 

riROTIlKIl I’RANCTS XAVIIIIJ. OF MAI.T A, 
llrother Francis Xavier, of Alalra, of tloMHilerof monks of iiic 
regular rule «if our I'liilu r Saint V’vam.i'.; tbe-ilov-ical rea<l(' 
tho oniiT of Malta; (*.\jumiulei-, irii>sioriary of the *--i<ri*tl « 
grcgJition for propauatiug the faith; prefect < f the mi-''io’.i 
Kgypt aiul yprus; apostt»Iieal ccunnir-sary in tic* Fa'tt'rn 
world; giianiian of the Indy Motint Zion, and of tie* iiu.st Indy 
Scpulchn* of our Lord .lo.iUs ('hri-t; ke'-p'-r :Hid visiter of ..il 
the Holy Land, and hnmhl-- s.-.-vant in tlie Lord : 

To the most illustrious f.(*rd * •' >'ic' .. Ai urie r;, 

Wi? give this jn'C'Cnt testimonial; aud to all ai'.l ev<‘r> cite who 
hhall read ()r inspect those our pri seat lei ter-, wo do make ki'.ow n 
and certify that thi.s eelohratod and nio^t illustiiou*' lonl ha-c.'tti ' 
through dfrusalem, ami lias v isired all the prineipal jdaoe-. wdiieli 
arc accustomed to ho vi-itod in all I‘ale-.,tit!t‘. e-pet ially the mo-t 
Poly S<*pulehre of eiir l.crd -L'-os Ciiri-t, the Mount of t'alv.ary. 
tlu* (.’oijvcnt at, lielhli hetii, >Vc. ; and th.'it it so we ‘'Hh'^erihi* 
this attestation with oiir liatnl. and eausc it, to • jmt fuirh loiti- 
lifd hy the creat se.il (d't/iir ofiiee. 

(liven at .L-rusah-in, from tlii-i venerable ^ai of th l!'<1y 
.‘•'^aviour. on tlie dd d.iy of Apii!, the year of our l.ord vnv 
inonsand ei‘_'ht l'i/ndr( li and thirt, iv. 

Urolher Frae.ci.i Xavier, of (Juardiau' f the lli !> t.'ind 


.nf.i 



Given by comm.'ind. in the p. iva fhee r,f the Fruin-r 

F-.W'd'' cilJ-'Mf;, 

1 i rjictn il Sece.ajM l•.^n^ 1 . 

Whereby reader will sm*, ih.-.t w Imt. vt j i.me im liis 
fate Jiereiafter, a piJgntuao,. f,, 

temporal lionotirs, ami bas Iratisronh. a a repnbliean 
citi: * 1 of .\inonca into an ‘‘ illuMti isnimim rlomimis.’^ 
With ovickneo of my pilgrim ehai’mdor, I 

moimte^,^^? horse for tbf: lam 'jim. .,.t tin* din,!* oi‘ - ■ 

iJania-eiis (.late, 


but a friendly Jew conducted mo to it ; a Jew was tlie 
first to welcome me to the Holy Land, and a Jew w.an 
the Ja.st to spt^ed me on my way from the Jioly city of 
Jerusalem. J^iul was waiting for mo ; and for lialf ^ 
mik; we passcil mounds of ru ius, tlic walls of the oli^ 
city having extended some distance boyoiul tlm DjJ 
imiscus Oate. In about three (luartcrs of an hour, 
little to the right, wo came to what an* called iho 
Tombs <if the Judges, excavations in the ruck, um. 
tliem full of water. J have no satisfaction in the reeol. 
lection of these tombs, for tlu're J lo,‘st my old coin|.;L. 
nioii, the terror of evil dogs, my IVnbiaii t*kib; u hieli 
since 1 bought, it in ^iiilua, bad seldom been out (tf my 
band. In aliout tliree hours w’c were mounting Idjclx'! 
.Samvel, tin* highest mountain about .Jerusalom, crow ncil 
with the ruins of Hamah, the l)irtli])laee and tomb 
Samuel the* seei’. A few Arab huts anr around tlie 
ruins: and a ruined mosniie, the minaret of whieli has 
falli'ii, i'< the most jirominent building on the mountaiji. 
We entered the mosijue ; at the fartlier end was a dour 
lockerl, but with a key ill it. 1 turned tin* key, ;nid c-n- 
t»*red a dai k eliamher. Uy the light fmm tin,* door | 

. ceiild ,si*e at the Ik.r end a dark, somhre-lookiiig o)ij('('t^ 
ami gr<'.j»ed my way to the tomb of Samuel ; I kepi jny 
hands on it, tiud wallu'd arouml it ; aud Imaring Miin! 
of she \ iIia'.‘.ei*-> at the door, 1 tore olfa ])ieee of the p;!!!, 
as I h:id dune IVem tin* tomb ef Aaron, and hnrri'd 
oot. i stojijii d lor a monn-nl on the tup <(f the nn.ai! 
mill, n!id, looking Ic.elv toward', the In-ly (*itN, ,-a,v ih;' 
the last time (lie .Musijue of Om.'H' rising |)romlIy over 
tin* I'uins of tin* I'l injile of Solomon, the l.'lmreii oi’ iii.> 
Holy .Sclpule’nre, the waMs of .Jerusalem, and tiie iF .iii 
,My li ' tills ialier iiad hem tVoin Hi,. 

Tf>ml» of Aaron ; and I on.-Itlered ii a not uiiln'irre, lin - 
etdn. ideiiee dial I was now d.iii:.', unoii it for ik' 
time* iVoni lii * (omh of ^anun l. 

1 n about an hour, j’iiiing o\ .o* a I’i'iieh road, we ca’.v. 
I to the village of r>» t*r, .'-i: j)|>' i,-( d t- 1 keiia- H ei* lo u i;!e'i 
’ dothani il'. d lin* ieai* ol Id-, hrolh- r Abinie!. .(■!<.'’ .y 
j vniin d kluei v.:;- -P iln* * :iti'an('f. u!’ ll,e \ ii!a'.';e. aiiil 
: near it a l.ir'.*- al v. lueli lie* wonn-u w. i-e 

i v.a .hing. M.'uil an hoiir beyoini thi*;, lo tin* ri jii. ea 
j .'i lilt! * elevation, er.* tin' rnins of Ibfe, 1, {hr aiiei<'iii, 
i Hetln I, Il w.'is liert* I !iat tin* bear-, (‘anie (uit :iii I ler.i 
•in }.i» e(*.s Iln* eliildivn tlial nn.icked tlie bald-iiernled 
j Jii-opln t I'ilisha, .'ind il wa*' liere that .bieub lank- “die 
i sfwiii s of the |iiaee Ibi* his [iilov., and d:‘e:, 'i!. and 

j beheld a Ia<kier j’eaehing to h-aveii, and the 
j (iod .'iseeodiiig andd<-sei mbing tin-reoii." 'I'je ui'.' ii 'Hi'. 
rounded by stony moiiiilains. it w;.-. jua tdly siuun* i; 

1 ro<h* annmg tile rniim widioiit dismoiintiirg. ’lin- 
; pkieewas solita.ry and d' :-t'rted, and not a Iminan 
a|'}»'.'ir<'d to dwell in it. At one rinl were tin* rnii; - ei 
: a elnirei), .and near if was a large fountain in a. ^t"ne 
ja*-ervoir; .-i single cow was drinkiiii!; at die foani.iia, 

! and at the moment a ))o\ w.^s dri' ing j^et a lloc!^ ui 
: g<*als to hi'; v illa'ge lioitn* in dnr moniibains. 1 b* win. ‘t 
j Christian, and railed me ( hri^alan, and Innlji or ]>il::riin, 

’ and gave ini* :i vviiil Ihever, wlui.-h be phielved li'niii 
i.mk s' my hor-e's b-el. It was :i beandiid afieiiieua, 
ami .,il wa- -.o still and (jiiiet dial I felt strongly temj'led 
lo Jit* tlttwnaml sleej» wln'i'e .Jaeobdid ; but 1 liad '.’iveii 
j .away .ny tent ami camp e.'inij'i'gi*, and I ndleetud that 
■ uhih* I was sure id' the paliiarelrs pillow of stom*, 1 
.b;o| but little pr«»sj>eel of being l;le.*s(*fl with tJie pronii*'' 
that softened it, ‘‘thaf the land on which In* lav .slietiM 
j be giv(-n to him ami liis s('c*(l, and that, in him all tin* 

' families of tin* (*arth shonM h'* blessed.’’ 

hi ubmd an hour we came to the village (jl I'/mln’t>'it, 

; pr<*tti!y situated on an emim*nee, and commanding e’a 
! il! i.ides a. view of fertile ami w<*ll-eultivat«*d valleys* 
^^^* were looking for J iinliroot : ami as the village to 
wliieh wo bad eoino lay a little off tlie road, we 
U ii. suK* it was th(i j)ku;e we wanted. ’A woman tok 
us it was a man assiiri'd us that the sh(*ik wa‘J tie 
a< ! <»me, and there Ke(^med clearly a disposition to seffi 
n- 111 farther, and this lietermiiunl us to stop. , 
j ’■* u]> to the village, and inqiiire<l for pp 

I 'dll igeivs gave ii« eva.sivc nnswi'rs, one s«aylng 
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wa.saway> and another that he waw sick; but a little 
ln)y> ]>ointing with his linger, told us that he was there, 
praying ; and looking up, wc saw liim on the top of tlie 
JiouHo, on his knee s, praying with all His might, and oc- 
casionally looking over his shoulder at us. By his not 
coining to weleoino me, f saw that he did not wiidi me 
lo slay ; and aft(,T luy setmes with the Bedouins in the 
Josert, having a <*oinpijrative cuntt‘in]jt for thvellers in 
lioiises, 1 disniounti'd and sat down, deferinined to .s(.‘e 
wlie woiikl get tired hrsl. In tlio mean time the vil- 
higers gatlicn'<l around as speetatoi's of our contest, and 
fli<‘ slieik, as if ashamed of himself, at length linislu'd 
)iis pravi'i'S, and ('anio down to nceivoine. lie told jiu^ 
lliat. he had no ]>lac(i for ns, and sliowed un; to a large 
i-»)oin, fifty «)r sixty h.’ct square, wliieli seemed to he 
llie eonunou resort and sle<‘piiig-])laee of all who had 
jio jiartienlar Iioiiie. Aft(‘r t!ie comforts of the convtmt 
lit flernsalem, I did not like tlio loe)k of things in the 
))(‘gininng (d' iny journey; hut consoling mystdf with 
llic redc'ctioii tliat it nas only for r)iu‘ niglit, 1 spread 
my mat in a. corner, and liad jnst, time to stroll around 
the village heforo dark. 

The houses were hnilt of r«)iigh stone, a. single sloi y 
in lieiglit, with mud rmjfs, many of them overgrown 
uilli grass, and now pre.senting, towards sundown, tlie 
.oegularly pieturesque .sj'i'etaele, Avliieli I liad often 
jieiici'd in Syria, of tile iiihahitams sitting out upon tJi*. 
Icrraees and roofs of tlu'lr houses, oj*, peidiaps, tin; 
‘:!i(l more strikingjiieture of a single old wiilti'-hearded. 
piti iar<*Iial ligiire, silling alone tipon Ids lioust‘t«)p. (hn* 
of these veiiertihle ])er>onages etdh'd im- up to his siile ; 
i i'.d 1 Wits \M {I nY,ard<‘d lor m} trouhle, and eotdd 
iiilly appreeiiite the ‘^aiisiat-i ion with uhieli th<‘ old 
matt, day after day, hjoked oni u]ton tho he.amifid and 
well-cultivated \ alley, the let races, and the r^mding 
village,', ou the mouniain side, 

.^I'A eral of the N ill.lgel^‘^ weia* hfilowing us. and ajiioiig 
them a fine old man, tiie hrotlier of lii.- sheii:, and for- 
merly slnih him- elf. lie told me that, since tile .-.toniiy 
ti = a‘,‘.-> (»r Moiianmied Ali, he liad resigned tin* slieikdom. 
MH! comforted hioi-'’!f I'or tlie lov. of station in tlh* 
arii.'^ of a. youtig wiie; and hefore A\e part-'d wi* wen* 
oji .siieh go<.(! toi'ii.,s liiat Ik' told n;e th«‘ u-asoti of their 
iniw illingiiees (o reeei\e te, ; namely, Itiat they thought 
we weia- otliet t's of .MoliaTiimod Ali, sent to -py out tlii*lr 
(‘(tiiditioii, and a-eeriain tlio iminher o!' llnhr itu'ii a.hle 
t'» )!( ar arms*, her sali^'lied tl.at we were merely tra- 

ilers, ami warmed hy toy honest disclaimer of tin* 
iiiipiiied < liaraet( r, he inviii-d me to hi.-' lioiist', and hoth 
i.e, an<l the siieii.. an I all the villagers, seeim-il st j iving 
I'ew lo alone for the eUurli.'liiu's^ of llleij* liigl la'cep- 

Tim old man wa,-. a ■> him! as a man eoidd he; in fact. 
Ins, Kiniliuss, oppressed me; fn- having hut oiie room in 
ilis limise, he sojjt, both his wi\os out. of dooj-s 1 "leej) 
at a iieigli)>oiij''s. In Aaiji I ttild iiim not to disarrange' 
hiinsell' on jny aee<mnl : to mahe mj stranger of me ; to 
let. tlient stay: and that it was tioiliing- t.* tne if the 
wimle li.'rn-jn of the sull.e was tla re ; l.e 'o-is positivi* 
aud deeided. I ealeeliised him aljoi-t lii'^ \*lv< s, and he 
f'aid that lu* had heeii a ]wior man 'ill Ins life, and could 
IK ver allord to keen moi’e than eim till : ami now 

tlie ctiiupanitU) of Iiis yoiali ami ' he sharer of Ids ]M»verty 
"as thrust away into a, corner, whil * with ail simjdieny 
and liom'sty ho .showed me the hv'.- t )>lace in (he house 
appj'ojjriated to ])is young hride. lie tah.ed as if it had i 
hecii the* hardest tiling in the world that lu* had heen | 
ohliged to content, liimsell so long with his first wife, j 
Thus it seems, that lu-re, us with us, < slravagam-e 
vomes witli wealth ; ami whereas yvith us, when a man 
grows rich he arids auotlier pair of horses to hi.s csta- 
hlislitiu'iif, so (lie Jioue-g Mussulnwifi Judnlges him.sdf 
'^Ith another Iv'lpniatt*. 

Two Turks and mi Arab slept, in (lie room vdi) us; 
and before going to hi'd, that is, heforo lying down uii 
l^K* mud floor, and tlie first thing in the moniing, they 
hirnetl their faces to tin? tomb of tin* I'ropliel, kneeled 
•^hiwii and prayed. In the evening one <d' them had 
complained of u headache, and another, stauding over 


him and pressing his loraple.s with the )mlms of his 
hands, repeated a voi*se of tho Koran, and tho headache 
went away. I asked him whether that was good for a 
.sore throat ; he told me that it was, but, after giving 
me a vov.se or two, said that hi.s remedy could only have 
full effect upon true believers. 

Early in tlio morning 1 set off, iny host and the sludlc. 
and half the village gathering around me to bid me fare- 
well, and ijivoke blessings upon me. I did not know tho 
extent of the sacrifice my host had made for me until 
at the moment of parting, when 1 got a glimpse of his 
young wife. 

Wo were now entering tho region of Samaria, and, 
thnugh the mountains wei*e yet stony, a hcautiful 
country was optming before us. We soon came into a 
smiling valley full of larger olive-trees, and rodo for 
some tiuu^ in a pleasant sluule. Every ^vher^; we wero 
meeting streams (»f pure watej-, templing us ])erpetually 
to dismount aft(‘r the sandy de.scrt through which wo 
had Ikh'u so long travelling. We jiassed, too, several 
villages, among wliieii 1 romemher was tlie village of 
( -owara, heautilully situated on the .‘'ide of the mouiitaui, 
<»v< rlouking a fertile a alley, and all the NMuneii of the vil- 
lage* were in the field picking tlie tare.s from the grain. 

1 was now ahmit entering oju* of tin* most interesting 
conntrie.s in the* Holy l.and, consecran-d hy the pre.senco 
of our Sa\ioar in the body, arnl ]»y the exercise of his 
divine and miraculous powers. Tlie ihhki Avas again in 
my hand, and 1 read there th:it .lirsiis Chri.st had left 
“’dinfea and dejtarted into tialilee ; that he must needs 
pa^'S through Samaria, and tiiat he came to a city of 
Samaria called Syciiar, near to tlie parcel of ground 
the.t daceh gave to lii.s sou doseph.'^ And “ dacoh’s 
well wa •^tln.'Ve.and .fc^us, l.x'ing am ary Avilii his journey, 
sat down on tl; * well, :iiid it was afioiit the sixili hour. 
And there eometh a woman of Samaria to draw' watei’ ; 
and dt sus saiih nnio her, (.live me to drink.'’ Jt i.s 
A\ith no irn.’verent fe»diiig that I dra'.vilie ]>arallc‘l, but 
1 was I'oilowim^ in the vciy footsteps of tiu: Sa\ iour ; I 
too liad left '‘dmlea, and liad departed into Calili*e;’’ I 
too *• nui.st iieed.s go through Saujaria and 1 too was 
of d ; and, 

l»i‘lore eini.-riiig the city, I NMudd f;.ni sit down on tlio 
w«*ll <if d.iceh, when.' our Saviour talked with the Sania- 
rilaii w<»man. 

At (iowar;* ! to»»k a guide to conduct me to tills well. 
In about (wo iiours we won* winding along the side of 
Mount (o'l'i/im, Avhuse suinniit wr.s coveri j] with tiio 
whiti* dome tif ilio tomb of an Arab saint ; and jjassiiig 
on-* wt ii ou the deeii\iry of tin: uiounl.iin, going Jow’n 
t I tin* Aalleyat it.s base, avc came lo daeob’s well, or 
tin* Ib'cr Sumai'oa t»f tU-- Arabs. 1 knew that there 
was a ililVcreiK’c of opinion as to tin: preeisi* site of this 
iiitert ^ting monument ; hut a\ In n I found m vseli at the 
month of iliis Avell, 1 liad no wish to look farther; 1 
id feel and alit vlmle 1 id \ j oiil* 

Saviour coming out from dmUa, ainl travelling along 
tins valley; 1 could st*e him, wearied with hi.s jour J lev, 
.sitting (town on ;liis w«‘1l to and the Samaritan 

woman, as 1 .saw them at every town in the Holy Jjaiid, 
I’omnig out for water. 1 could imagine hi.s looking up 
to Alouiit- (i’eri/iini, amt prodieiing tile i*uiii of the temple, 
and (eiliiig lier tliut tin* hour was coming when neither 
I on tliat mountain nor yet in dertisalem would she wor- 
sliip tlie (iojI of lier fatliers. A large, eo hi inn layaeros.s 
tin* ti*p ef the avcII, and tin* month Avas filled up wiili 
huge stoin s. 1 could set.* the Avater through the cre- 
vices, hut, c\cn Avilh the assistance of I’aul and tin; 
Ava.h*', found it imposNihle to ivmoAe them. 1 j>lncked 
a Avild flow or grow mg in the mouth of the well, ami 
passed <* 11 . 

d'lie gr*)iind wliieli I was now tvixiding is supposed 
to be the “ parcel of ground” wJiicli Jacob hougbt ('f tim 
.sons of Hamor, tho father of Shechein, for a hundred 
piec<*s of .silver, ami gave to his son Joseph, 'rurniug 
the point of the iiiountaiii, we eaim* lo a rich valley, 
lying betwcA.*u the mountains of tierizim and Ebal. 
(Tossing this valley, on the si<les of tiie mountains of 
Ebui is a bug range of grottoes and tombs, and a little 
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before cemiog to them, in a largo white building like a learned with regard to this sinjplar people, and sovera] 
slieik’a tomb, is the scpiilchro of Joseph, aid it is written, of the most eminent men of their day, in London im(j 
“the bones also of Joseph, which thecliildren of Israel Paris, have had correspondence with them, but with, 
brought up with them out of bigypt, buried they in out any satisfactory result. Tho descendants of the 
Shecheni.” I disnionntod and entered tlio building, Israelites who reinainod and were not earided into 
and it is not an nninteresting fact tliat I found thoro a captivity, on the rebuilding of the second temple W(.r,j 
•white-bearded Isratdlle, hneeling at the tomb of tho denied the ]>i*ivil{‘ge of sharing the labour and expunsy 
patriarch, and teaching a rosy-cheeked boy (his descen- of its reconstruction at Jeriisaiem ; and in mortilicurion 
dant of tluj fourth generation) tlu; bcaiiLiful story of and i\;venge, tliey built a temple on Mount (iori/jni 
Joseph and his brethren. and ever since a deadly hatred lias existed betwcf-u 

It was late in the afternoon wlion T was moving up their descendants tho Samaritans and tho Jews, t;:),, 
the vallt y of Naplous. Tlio mountains of Gerizim and bon, speaking of them in (he tiino of Justinian, s;ivh, 
Ebal, the iiioimtains of blos-siiigs and curses, were tower- 'fhe Samaritans of Palestine were a motley race, ;in 

ing like lofty walls on either side of ii'.c ; Mount Gerizim ambiguous sect, rejected as Jews by tlie pagans, by tlaj 
fertil<',and Mount Ebal barren, as when God cumiiiandtal ^ Jews as schisinaties, and })y the Christians asidolatoi^. 
Joshua to set up the stones in Mount J’ihal, aiul pro- I 'i’he ahominatiuii of the cross had already been planted 
noiinced on Mount Gcri/im ])lessings upon tlii! cbildreii ' on their Jioiy mount of Gcriziiu, but the persecution of 
of Israel, ‘‘ if they would hearken diligently itnlo (ho Justinian ottered oidy the alternative of baptism or re- 
voice of tho Lord, lo observe and do all bis command- beliion. They c’noso the hitter; under the srandanl of 
jnents,”" and on J:^bal tlie williorlng curses of di^obe- a despm-alc leader, fliey rose in arms and ladaliatod 
dienco. A beautiful sir(\ini, in two or tliive place's their wrongs on t'ae lives, llu* property, and the ti'nipl* s 
tilling large resc rv oirs, v as i tmniug through the valK y, of a defenceless jieopie. The Samaritans were finally 
and a slu'plu'rd sai <.»ii its l>ank, playing a reed pipe, sidulued by the regular forces of the Ikist ; *2u,0(i0 
Avith his Hock fi'cding ipiietly around Jiini. ^J'he shades were slaitt, ‘J(>,h^>('' \\ere sold by the y\rabsto the' inliiicLs 
of evening wortj gailiering fast as I ai>pn»aeln d lln‘ of I’orsia and India, and lluj lanuaiiis of that \iidi;!]>jiv 
town of iS’aplous, tin? Shcehem or Sycliem of the (Jid nation atoned for tlie crime of tri'ason by the sin ef 
Testament, and the Sychar of the New. More (ban a byjMicri'iy.*’ About sixty (amilies are all now remiiin. 
dozen lepers wers' silting oiii.>idc tin; gale, their faei's ing, and these few relies oi’ a enee jiwwi'rful p(*o}»li.‘ 
shining, pimpled, and bloated, cov('i‘etl with sores and dwell in tln ir ancient cajiital, at the basi; of Moin.t 

pustules, their nostrils open and tilled with ulcers, and Gerizim, umii r tin* shadow of their falh'ii (I'lnple, 

their red (wes fixed and staring ; with .swollen feet (In.'V i he broilu r my l ost was pariicuku'ly fond (,f 
dragged their disgnsTing bodie.s towartls me, ami wiih lali.iug' about i , lb* was very old, ami tlx* njost 
hoarse voices exlemled their deformed a.nd Idd'.n.iis : <1 en !. ( ' t saw wlio ii\i'd nt attain a g:'i;!t 

hands for cliai'ity. i ag^ lil: long, ami. all his lindis w< 

We rod« Mp the ]a’incil'al street ; atid at ll;e dor.?’ of of a (id mini hut la* ‘aa.i so hum]t-bacived tliat iiisliiuig 
the palace i juet tiie govr-rmu’ just mouutin;'; his hoj’se, he rest .d iqx u ins hum g. 1 !e a^hed me many (jm'-tdirs 
AAatli a liirgi* rctiinic of oihcers and slaves .1 hi . li:..' .‘lainarilans in i aigl.in-.l (oi Ainenca Iik hiul 

We exchanged our greetings on lior.fehack. .1 sliowcd no knowl and seemed di termim d fo l;<*lieve 

liiramyfiri.ua]], ami he .si'iit a jaiiizarv to ci'inhiet mo ihero Wv'i yin ih it fountry, ami rohl me tiiat 1 

to tho house of a .Samaritan, a writ<'i‘ to th .* govern- might say to tiiem, v.ia .a vtc 1 loiiml them, that, tln re 
menl, where I was received, fed, and lotlged, b ■rve-r tiian they believ<‘d in <me lii .dij-oleiit, and iicimal G. d, di*.* 
in any other pliu’C in tlie ll<.»iy Land, always excepting (lv«- IdooK.s </f Mti-cs am a iu»ure Mi - >ia!i, iiudi li.e diiy 
the abodes of 'host' sujre,rliig mnrisr-, tlie 'J’er-ri. banCi of tlm Messiali'.s emniui lo be 'li'ar at hand ; ihm tin y 
monks, practised ciivuimd.sion, wi nr. liir ..•e times a-ve:u' iin !■> 

.1 had just time (o vi^it tlie Jfainnritan s; Mount Gei izim, . he i \ .ng m 'iimam,'’ te woi'-uip 

Leaving luy .shoes at the <lo(n‘, Avitli nahcilfoei 1 ( ufeiN-d and etier '-acrith-i-, and ,:e a-w.ar [.ilcdied ilieir ti iu's 

a smaii rot-m, aliou: liuei'n feet square, A\ifh notiiing an. I lelr, liu.li’ Atigm.s m.* on tii.' mount for ‘-ev.'ii 

strihing m* iiitci’esling about it e\(,*e]>[, what llio .'^'aina- day-g e\ eting liiao oj if tin-Tu would conecivi a.iid 

rifans say is tlie oldest manuscrijit in tiie wor!<l, a. copy biiug Idrth a son, v. hi ioiild ho ’.ho Me.^Niali ; ili.i' 

of the ih nfaieucli, writu n hy AbiMma, tlie gra ml. on j ' -y allowed twf, w ivr'-;, 1 in case of ban\nm .-^:> four : 

of Aaron, three yiai'safter the -hiatii of Mo.se.^, <ir ab«.>nL j ■ t the wons ii weri.* m.il, pi-nuiited to entor tlie sviia- 
d.'iOl) yiurs ago. The priest e as a man of fony-liv'*, j ■ ;u(;, (.'.xct.-pi cnee a-} l ur during last, hut ou m- acC'UiM; 

and gav<.* mo hat a poor idea, of llio oharacrer of the j re tie \ perinito’d lo touch tin' sacred sendl : .ih'I 
iSainarifan.s, for he reficned t<j show me* the* .-■acre d .sert.ll ; I t aKiiotigh i]]i; Ji \vs ami S.imaritaim had dealing- in 
unless I wumld pay him lir.'-r. He iheii )>'. ougiit dow ihe market-place*- , tS '* they luiicd cacli otlier now i.s 
an old iminuscrlpt, whii-li, very much to hi-s asie-m much a.s ilicir fatlicie^ .ii.l b.-toro them, 

ment, I told him was not lliO ge-imim* jef.>rd ; givi/i J ashc.l Inmaljont daeobe. avcH ; h>.: said he* kn'''W t!:e. 
him very plainly t-) understand tiiat I was not. to 1 j plat***, am! that la* km’w 'Hir Niviunr, .Jc.-uis ( ini’i, 
bamboozle-'t in tl;;* matter. I Iiau Oeoii ad\ ir,( d id' f h j as 1: lainiiiarly eaile*d him, very well; In* wa.s J":-,. jh 
trick liy the Engli.sb ch'rgyrnan W'hom J mot in Joru-i . '.he r;.rj'enl>-r'.s .*- 011 , of Na/aretii ; but tliat the story 
Iciu ; and tlie; piit'.st, laughing my doi. etmn i>i ;! ; wliieh tlm ( hri.sliuns laid about the wnnian at the* i\(’!l 

cheat, while some f)f lii.s hopt iul fji.ck *.\1.',< had foilo .* ( ; was aT a (ietion ; tlwil (..’liret did not convert her ; hii'. 

me joined in (lie laugh, lirmight down tlm other, ]-re- | (hat, iJi • mtrary, sJie i.iuglicd at him, anel cie." 
eervod in n lin ca.s< It wu.s Avritten in sorm- eiui < efused (<, him waim* to drink. 

I did not umh I'sta 1 aiel (■» ])e the Hamarilan, taite 'fin infoi’inatioii I re-ceiM-d from theses old nu n is 

and Avorii, ami bear’og ihe marks of c.vtrciiie age ; ard more tlian 1 liavn over seen in print about thi.s reduced 
though I knew noThm,'j :.lx.>iitiL, 1. admitted it to be the and ringnlnr peo])lo, ami 1 give it for Avliat it may he 

genuine inamisci lpi : and il all laughed Avhen I tidd worlh. I caiiiu»t lu'li) mentioning a little circumstance, 

the prie.st what a re rijc h -.^a. n r tiying t* «i .:ceiAe which serves to iliii.stratc the jiroverb that boyi? will 
me; and this j'ric.st hey b.-ij. vt; lo . .- of 'i..* i.-ibe of bo boy;^ all the world over. While I Avas exploringtlm 

Levi of the seed of Aaron, i-' 1 had left ^’ vp! o > then, Toysu-ric.s of tho hamaritaii crewed, it being the season ol 

I should probably have repriii, q the word , -5 tmr our i'iaster, a fine chubby little fi llow came toino Avith » 
Stiviour applied to lijcra in liis da\ , “ . *.0 ud 11 . * can conpl,* of eggs dyed yclhnv, and trying thoin on hi.s tcc*tli, 

come out 01 Sainaria:” but 1 spi'nt a h. ^ evening, and jn.st an avo used to do in iny boyish days (<lid wo learn 
had u iiitercKiiiJg conyer.satlou with my lio.vt and his it Iroia them or they from us?) gave mo a choice, 

brother, and in thmr kiinlm ss, sim erity, uiid honesty, aim, though ii may scorn a trifling incident to tho reader, 

forgot the p^lJUy duplicity oi tin Lcviie. ' ji .v. is not an uninteresting circumstance to me, tins 

Much €|PQdity has existed .11 Kuropo umoug tim i cAeti ration of my “ paas*’ iu tho ancient 3 ychoJ», crack- 

jf Deuteronomy, xxviii. 1. ' ing eggs with a .Samaritiui boy. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

jjf-hasto.'^RuIns of the Palaco of ncrotL—Mount Tabop.—Nuza- 
. ' j-otl).— MpCural T.onalitiea.—TiboriaH.—An Jiuglish Kportuman. 
^jluthf-iuida and Chora/m.— Caiicriwium.— Zaffad.— Anivul at 

Ati-e. 

A'c iiboiit o’clock in tlio moiMiiiig wo left Nnp- 

; tilt* k‘I>f*rs Avcro lying at tlio gate ns iicforc ; not 
to enter the waljs of tlic city, l»iji living apart 
find jicrpetuating among theinseJvt's tlieir loutlisome 
TJio valley of* Naplmis uas, if possibJe, m.ire 
],<antifiil hy morning than by evening liglit, sliaded )>y 
jri'ovcs of figs, olives, and apricui.s in full bloom, 

and bounded by lofty mouiitain.s, witli aeli'araiid beau- 
tiful stream winding and mnrmnring llirongh its centre. 
XJntil 1 caiiiotothis place, 1 liad fVetjuenlly said foiny- 
sdf that I W'ould not, give the estate of a wealt hy geiitle- 
inan in Gencseo for the whole kliigduin of David; bni 
Ihi'i’e wjisti .rare and extraordinary beauty h(;re, even in 
till' hands of the Arab Fellahs. Men a.iui women were, 
stealing among llie trees, lii gaily- coloured appaia-l, 
and, insi<a\d of the tnrhan or Tarhoiieh, tin; men won- 
;i long red cap, with the tascM-l lianglng jauntily like that 
(if a Neapolitan. For more than an hour we Ibilowt-d 
the course of the stream, and nothing could be more 
li(';!.ntifiilly ]iicturos(|ue. than tin? little mill:, on its banks ; j 
l(.\v, coinjdrtely embosomed am-ing trees, and w ith theU’ 
r.iofs covered with grass, and somedines tiij agivea.l*:i- j 
‘•ound of a wjiterfall was tiii^ lir-.t iidimaiiou we had tif 
their ])reseneo. There was soiiietaing exceedingly rural 
;ind poetic in t In n.’ apjiearance. i wem down (o one of 
t!:eiu, more, lluiii mandly i. autifal, hupiiig to lie <:ree(ed 
|,v some, lovely ‘Muaid oi the ml!l bu(, a.-^ if n. were 
(i< !r:'Mtiiied that, every ihing ide- ion In l!ie lai-t 
diouldhe destroy*] for iiiy <.•-(. <-ei;fl b an ilt, ihe l ight 
of’ Olio chamber, tilled wiiii sae’e> of grain, f-iieep aa<! 
i.iiats, and all kind,^ ei' ii!!h.. auid .a ymng gd'l sltiing in 
die d<ior, sviil) tin d (d .i/i old wo:n.:;i in her lap, 
ix'i iipied as i.s ( ry ]ij town 

?;i 1 laiy, drove gi. -.p'lj, 

,l.!•a,^■ing lh(.‘ ro li: - rigiir, an-!, 

<'r"s,''ing am njg tin; in ohouis e.ann: m 

if])!, of tlie vnins (.f Ti anei.. lit .Samaria, 

;iii(iing ".n a .sliigiii.'iriy landaiid ii. iilaled inoimtaiii, 
crowned v, i.h vuin-. h’iu- e.iiiitai of i! 

Isriu'l, wiu'i .' Ah.d) h’dit. ^ p.iiaee of ivory ; w i 
di;^'. s ef der<'h' am, in r eifi/.t ii-^ -:.I in tin- 
iuMiry, saying ',o tin ir m.a-t'. r:-'. “ eoine and lei usi 
dc'troyed bytl'o A,’.- M'har;:-, but r'-oaDi and. ivs.f 
ni'We ihan its origina.l .'-{dendonn by ih vt.d, now- 
die state foreleid I y ihe iiropinn dicuis 
traits and tlteir po-a.-riiy are la’-n-a awa' . ’ fin' ane.ev.t 
''aniarltan? aiv.’ ad g'ni.', and aroiiud rl ■ ruin. ; of tln ir 
i^aiuces and lein jde.s a re gadm-red diem -N.-r.ib.t. huN of 
die Arab Fellah.-i. t’liniiM!;:; U[> the pr ■eipitise-. .i.-c ni. 
‘d the lull, wo cana; to tile rums ef a einirrlu or tow er, or 
roluething else, built by our oid IVh.'ud tin- i.ady ! leiea.-i. 
and r-ecu to great advantag*- irom the >'ailoY delmv, \ he 
Lady Helena, liowtwe osd I'et put. logetn- all this 
•stoiu! and luortav for pieiuiv-'tn ' it was 

''reeled <iv(n’, and in lionom- of, iho pi :-, u v, i-, .lohn 
th'? Hnptist was heheaded, and hi.s grave. 1 ’ v w (iiat 
tlu'.5 spot* Was guarded with Jeai» ii:s eare by l Arah->, 
•md that nOlie but Arussulnuins were permiiied to mo 
it; but this did not jna vrmt my .. 'Uiiig athuissiim : and 
''Ikii the lamosheik said tlait iioncooiiid enter nuhout 
it special order from th(‘ prcii.i, lA\uI rated him soundly 
h»r thinking wo would be such Lxels as to come witlmut 
l^no; and, handing him oiir travelling lirinmi, tliobheik 
ki.s.s( (l tli(‘ seal, and, utterly ntiabic to di termino for 
hiin.scif w'hctlicr the order was to fnrni.sli mo with 
^lor.ses or admit mo to in()s((U(’H, said iu* knew i:e was 
^'otind to obey that seal, and do w hatever ill.- bearer 
him, and Imbblod off to got the key 
Louvhig our ftlio(.‘s at the door, iu one corner of the 
<‘nclo.snre, w’e entered a small mo.sfpio with whirowashod 
avails, hung with ostrich eggs, clean mats for the j raying 
Mussulmans, a sort of pulpit, and tho usual rov«*^« of 
the Kehla, In the centre of the stone floor was a hole 


opening to tho prison below, and, 'going owtsldo, and 
descending a 'flight of steps, wo came to the prison 
chamber, about eight paces square; the door, now 
broken and loaning agaiii.st the wall, like the doors in 
tiu; sepulchres of tiic kings at Jerusalem, was a slab 
cut friun the solid stone, and turning on a pivot. On 
the oppo.site side were three small hule.s, opening to 
another chamber, wliicli was the tomb of the JIaptist. 
1 looked in, but nil was dark ; tlio Mussulinari told mo 
tliat tbo )jo(ly only was th(;re ; that the prophet w'aa 
beiu'aded at the n.Mjiu: t of the wife of a king, and I 
foi-get wliere lie said tin? head was. Thi.s may bo tho 
pri.sjin wlicro tin.* gri ?it forerunner of the Lord was 
beheaded, at lea.vt iio inau <*an say that it is not; and 
leaving if wiih .he.- t- divp()..,)tion to believe, I ascended 
ii» (la; 1 ’uiiK‘d j .iLu o of Herod, bi.s persecutor and inur- 
doror. TlilriV or forty coh.miu.s were still standing, 
tin; inoiiuiiu iits ofllio dvj./artod gi-catiiess of its former 
tenant. D;i oue- side, towards the norlh-c:e t, wliero 
ari! tin* ruins of a, gate, ib ,-re is a double range of Ionic 
<;oIuuiiis. i eoiiuied uu.iro than .sixi.v, and, from tho 
fragii’v-ni.s I \vas eonslxntly uo.'-iiiig, it W'ould seem as 
i-'a. doiiiiie (adouu.tde liad exteU'.hjd all a round. 

i'ho |>a!aee td’ Herod stau.ls on a table of land^ on 
the. very saimiiil, of the liill, overlooking every part of 
tin* suiroundmg cv.-uiifry ; mid .siioli were the exceodlng 
.voltiu'ss and lx.auty of ibe sevni’, under tlie wild- 
and wa-^le < f d. I'alMautlvatieii, tiuit tlie city soinned 
smiling iii iheraid.si of her de v.j.'aiou. All arouirl was 
!a beautiful val!. y, warn'd by running streams, and 
j eovci't d by a rich carnc-t of grass, s; rinkic.'d with wild 
j iiov. ev.s of I'very iiue, am.l i^eyoial, siretcJied lii.o an open 
; bi.-'ik bt Ibvo me, a liemidary of iVuiifu! mouuluins, the 
I \i‘:e r.i.-l (li-.:; (•bvi: fi.-.iii-.:; in. f err;(<.‘.'.r to tlieir vcivsiim- 
I loii". 'i'ii’...'c, aK'.'C ‘i;iy, the ba lighiv i.lerod had sat 
id io all tlioso 

I - b.i id become liardenc-d with prospe- 

, ’ tij’.V'.u'ijig eoinimi.s, (ho 

; p. el ; ir.d J ol.* a Mipp* r* ‘Mo hi.s loni.'^, and 

. nigli eap-mms, :i».d ebb !' e.-j.ip s <.l { i.-jlil* liore tlio 
daugbji i* •>f i |ei-(;dA.s, i bi'i 'I ]j e)’’. i wife, dauCed 

; bciore liim, ;.jel bn- [>rei;-i kiiig pi'e.ni..'. d wish an oath 
; lo i,dve Jit r a iiale'. .‘i‘ shi- .shmiid a.-k, e'Ven b> tho half of 
! ni.s kingtioiii.'’ .\!id wbilc ih(> f. it.-.iand dauco wi'iit on, 
»dt sbi eh; rger, 

and give-ii to tiio dam-'e!.’' And Hereid 1 in s gone, ;ind 
j ierod;.,--, j U red’s brotller'.s '.Wl'e, ii:..s gei;e, ;md ‘’’the 
iei’U -, nii-' die higli c;.j‘’i::.!n.s. ami llie chief estates of 
(laiiu ef ■ .ire p.om; ; blit ihe ruins of tlio palace in which 
• itr.-'.ed an.' .- till lieiv ; tile priouruaiu.s and \alley.s 
^dneil b' iu-id lliMf revels are bein' ; ;ni«-l oh ! what ri 
e<i;n:neiit upon lim vanity ni' wonl'.y greatness, a Fellah 
w;m turnbe;' ids ]'i«'Ugli around one uf tJie columns. I 
w.is .sitiiiig nil a brivveii eapiial iiuder a fig-tree by its 
side, mui 1 a;Aed mm wiiat w ere liie ruins that wo saw ; 
au'.iwidle hi.s oxi'iiwere i|uiLtly er<'p]):ng the grass that 
yivw ameng tbe fragnu nis t-f tl»e m..i-bie floor, ho told 
m.e t'lat tnev wer tliC I'ninsi't tin' palace of a king — he 
In !iev.-d., the t lii’isAaiis ; auvl wdiile ]>ilgrims from 
e> vry (piar’*- r tiie woild turn asidt* from their path 
10 d.o iiomai;'; in liie pys.mi nf liis beiieaded victim, the 
Arab who was driving ids ]>!uugb among tho columns 
of id ^ palace, knew uoi ; iu; name of the haughty llorod. 
liven at this distance of lime 1 look back with a feeling 
of uucommou iutereid upon my rumble among tlioso 
ruin;-:, talking willi tlie Arab jdoughmau of tho king who 
built it, leajdng agaiiisi a roluimi which perhaps had 
ofieii .snp{ioried tho haugbty Herod, and looking out 
from this seeiu; of di’solaiiou and ruhi upon tho mo.se 
be-j ttiful coimiry hi tlio Holy Land. 

Desct'udiijg from ibe ruined city, avo continued our 
wuA ahuig tile A.iiley. in about, an hour we came to 
tlie viflago of l.kdeen, sta tiding oil the side of a moun- 
taiu, ovi;rioo]cirig a Ib'rtilo valley : liie women were in 
the ileJtls, as I had seen thorn before, picking the tiire.s 
from tbe wheat. Killing along through a .succession of 
hi.-aiitiful valleys, nearly all the Avay dose to tlio banks 
(if a running stream, and stopping under a line shado 
of olives for our noonday meal, Ave came to Sanpoor, 



il2 TRAVELSlN UOhY LANi). 

Btanding on nn insulated hill, commandiug an extensive from falling into the hands of tho Pliiliatiuos ; beyon i 
view of the country, and once a strongly fortified place, the Sea of Galilee, or Lake of Gcnesareth, the theatv! 

with a tower and walla, supposed to have been built of our Saviour’s liiiracles, where in the fourth watch f 

during the time of the crusades, but now totally demo- the night he appeared to his terrified disciples, walliin,^ 
lished and in ruins. About; three years ago it was on the face of the waters; and to tho north, on a 
taken, after a six months’ siege, by Abdullah racha, eminence, high above the top of Tabor, tlie city'.^ 
the great soldier of tho stillau ; the insurgent inhabi- Saphot, sup])c>sod to bo the ancient iiethiilia, alliwl,.Ii 
tants were put to the' sword, and their bouses burnt to in tho words “ a city that is sot on a hill canuot he 
and razed to the ground. A little beyond this, the hid.” 

continued falls of rain have lornictl a small lake. In Hut if the tradition be true, wo need not go bevoiul 
ail hour and a lialf wc passed the village of Abattia; the mountain itself, for it was on this high nioimtaij, 
and late in the afteriiouii we fell in with a party of that ‘‘ Jesus ('brist took Peter, and James, and Join,' 
Turkish travellers, one of whom was the ‘Miiggest in his brotlier, apart,” and gave them a glimpse of i,i^ 
the round” of all the men I bad S('en in the East. His glory before liis death, wlieu ‘■Mnsfuco did shine as tho 
noble horse seemed to complain of lii.s extraordinary sun, and Jiis raiment was white as tho light; and a 
burden. At about six o’eloclv wo bad left the beautiful voice out of tile eloinl was beard, saying, Tliis is my 
country of Samaria, and were entering the litth' t«)Wii belovc'd son, in whom I am well pleased.” I stood on 
of J<‘imin, or Janeeii, standing on the ])orders of Galilee, tb(‘ very spot where this Iioly scene was enacted 
at tile (;ommencenicnt of tin; great ]»hiin of Jezreel. 'W'ithin the walls of an old fortri'ss is a vuiiiod grotto 
Ivirly in the morning, leaving the villagt' of Jain-eii, with three altars built as Peter had proposed, one for 
wc entered almost immediate ly tlie great plain of Jez- (.'lirist, one for Moses, and one for Klias; where, once 
reel. Tlie lioly places wen? now crowding upon me in a-ycar, the monks of the convent, and all the Cbristiiuis 
rapid succession. 1 was on my way to jSazareth, the of Nazareth, ascending in solemn proci'ssion, offer ado- 
city of Joscjdi and Mary, wb{?re Christ sptait nearly all ration and ])raise to tlie Saviour of tlie world. The top 
liis life; but I turned otf tlu et road t<i d<i li»» of tin? momitain is an oval, about half a mile long, and 

on Mount Tabor, rec()gnised tin of our encompassi'd by a wall built liy Josephus when he was 

Saviour’s traiisHguration. We passed two iniserabh go\ ernor of t lalilec? ; within this oiiclosuvf? is a table (d 
villages, looking at a distjjnce like little mounds or ex- luxuriant grass and wild flowers, sending forth smtli 
crescenees on the surface (d' the great plain : ami, turn- an odour, and looking so clean ami ndVesliing, that 
ing to the viglit, around the luomitains of Samaria, saw when my lior.si? lay down and rolled in it, J felt tlit? 
afar off the lofiy summit of ITenmm, crow’iied with a , irit of boylmod coming ov<‘r me again, and wa?, 
sheik's tomb. On tiie right, towards the Sea of Galileo, strongly Itunided to follow his example, 
was the village of Pisan, the Helhsliaii of tlu? liibh*. We desccmled ami hurried on towards Nazarelh, 
where the Philistine's fastened tlu‘ Inxlles of Saul ami Wimling along the valley, an aecidental turn hrongli! 
his three sous to tlu? walls after liiey havl fallen in the mountain again full hel me, alone, and stmiedv 
IMouiil Gilboa.'^ ileliiiejl agaiiOsL tlu.? sky; the ligiire ol’ a man coiild 

lh?fore us, and tlie most slriking ami inij)Osing <J>jcet liave been s<‘<m stamling «,>n tin? lo]» as on a pedestal, 

on the wjiolc of the great plain (»f J^sdraehoi, was Momil f Know m»t w iiether, in tlie sjih'mlid ehort of Jlapliacl 
’I'abor. It stao'ls perfecfly isolated ; rising alone from tliat now adorns tin? Valiean, lo' liad any idea of this 
file plain in a. icuiided tajiering form, like a truncated particular mountain; hut, I reiiienilur iliar, looking 
c?om', to tlie lieigiit of .‘’(jop feet, covered with trees hack upon it at this (iine, it striiek nu' that it was ex - 

grass, ami wild i'owers, from the base to its summit, actly tlu* :u*em wliieii the daiiiig geiiin? of tin? ii.-iiiit^ r 

and prt'scMiting tin? comhiiiation so ran'ly fuiind in j might lia \ sa ted ior the tran.oiguralion of the t'iiii 
iialtir:'! scenery of the bold ami tlu? l)eauliful. At twelvi' j of ( hnl. 

o’clock we werc/at tho iniserahle village of i)ehorah, at In two Innii'S and a half wo were in tlie vah' of .\a<. 
the foot <d‘ tin? moimtaiu, suppiised to be the p]ac<* zera, and apj'roachiiig tin- eiiy of Nazareth. 'J’lu'vaih y 
when' Di'I'orali tlie ])rophetess, who then jinlgt'd Israel, fertile, sni-rounded hy hiils, and the ity stands :iL 
and Jkirak and J tl, POO men after him, th'sei'inlt'd ujion tin- extreuiie e nd on tin- sid«- of an eli-valion. T!ie 
Sis('ra, and discomtiti d liim and all his ehaiiots, ovu'ii houses are white, and in the plaei- of Cl risks resideiici', 
.'too chariots of iron, ami all the ]ieo|de that were witii as of his hirih, the ino.S(jue with iis luii aret, is the iiie'l 
him/’ 'I’he men mnl hoys hail till gone out to the «'oiispicuou?- <d»jeei, and next to that the coiiveiil. A 
daily labour, and vve tried to [tersnade a woman to liltic' on thi?- side is a Grej-k eiiureh, Iniill, as rlie fli'i 
guide us to the tup of tiie immntain, hut she turmd say, over tin? spot w in.-re liio angel Gabriel aj»| 
away with coiiti niju ; ami having liad soim? ]»ractic<? the Virgin Mary, and aiiiionm-ed to lier the hirtl 
in clirnhlng, we moved around its sides umil v\«; found sun, ‘G)f whose kingdom there should he no (;inl.” A 
a regular path, aiifl ascentled m ariy to tin; top without litlli? fartlier is a fountain, wlien? the A’irgiu is said to 
•lisinonuting. Tin? ]>alh vvouml around the mountain, have been in the habit of going for water; a procession 
and gave ns a vi( \v from all its dill’ereiit sides, «-v<‘ry ! »d women, with laige jars on their Jicads, was eomiiig 
.step ])reseiiting something n(?w, and more aad mujx? ; <iutfrom the city, and one 'J* them, a Cltrisl.ian woman, 
beautiful, mitll all was eomjdelely forgotten and lost in . . V(? us to <lriMk ; a eoinlortahle-looking monk, taking 
the t'xeet'ding loveliness of tin? view from the .-mmnit. | his aflermjuu'.s iiromenade in tin* subiiiljs, was tlie hr- 1 
Stripped of ova ry association, ?<nd •'(Mi^-idere I merely ■ tf> greet ns, and following him, vve dismomit(?d at tli'; 
as :ui elevation commanding a view (jf .mknown valley.-, j do(;r of Ju? eonveiit — om? of the largest ui ilie Holy 
and mountains, 1 m-vei’ .saw a moimtaiu whii-li, for I iaiml. 

b<?auty of .‘■cene, better repaid the toil of asci-mling j In tlu? city vvln-re Joseph ami Alary lived, and vvheii? 
It; and 1 need not say what an interest war> given t«» j ojir t^aviour ])assed thinyyear.s of his life, there is of 
every leature when we .sa.w in the valley beneath , etuir.se no la<-k of holy ]jlaceH ; and as in tin? ixiso of tin? 
the largi; |»lain ol Jezi'o -I, tin? great batth'-gro'iml < • Church of the Holy t^ejuilclirc, as manyorthe.se placi'S 

jiations ; on tlie south tin? .''iippo.scd range of Hermoii, j a.s possihli? have, with ailmirable economy, been In’oiiglit 
with wIio.se dews tin- ^),-idnTist com iiar<-s 1 In. ]»i 'aHi»nt- j under one roof. The Church of tJie Anmiiiciaiion, 
ljes.s ol brethn-u dwi'lling together in unity ;” beyond, within the walls of the convent, iie.xt to tin? Church of 
the ruined village of la d'-r, v/liere dwelt tlie witch j tin? Holy Sepulchre, is the iine.st in tho Holy Land, 
vyho raised up the prophet Samm ; ; and near it the ' 'riiere are two organs, ami the walls , and pillars ar«? 
litt-e city of Nuiii, vvlu?ri our /.,r. ;our j u. '. d IV-un tin? hung with r<'d damask, Uinler the principal altar is 
dead the vvidovv s .sou ; on the oust, the inomuair. ' f tho house of Josej»h and Mary, eoirsisting of several 
Giihoa, where .Saul, and his aritioor-hearei’, ai- 1 m.-? grottoes, kitchen, parlour, and bedroom, lii front ot 
tliree sons, fell upon their swords, to savx t'.cmsol ^ the .same ahar are two granite cohnunSj designating 

the spots where? the angel and tho Virgin stood at the 
* Jobh'ia, xvii. 11; 1 Siunucl, xx.xi. 1/; Kings, iv. i-j. lime of the (tnuuiieiatioii. One of tlieui is brokcu oh 
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below, and the upper port hangs from the roof—tlie 
monks say by a miracle, but others by mortar ; and all 
over Galilee the miraculous pillar is celebrated for its 
virtue in curing diseases. Outside the convent are the 
^vorkshop where »Jbseph wrought at his carpenter’s 
iriulo, and the synagogue, where Christ, by reading the 
book of Isiiiah, and applying to liiiiiself llie words of tlie 
pn^pbt-tj so exasperated the Jews that they rose up and 
thrust him out of the city. A lamp was burning dimly 
Jit tlie altar, and an Arab ('liristian prostrating himself 
before it ; and, lastly, I saw the tahbi on which, say the 
monks, our Lord dined with his <liseiples both before 
jnid after tlie resurrection — a largo flat stone about 
tliree feet high, and fifteen paces iji circumference. I 
was about knocking off a piece as a memorial, when 
tlie friar clieckial me, and turning round :i nail in one 
of the many iioles in tlie surface, he worked off a little 
powdi.*!’, lai<l it carefully in a paj)er, and gave it nu*. 

In my liiimour there was no great interest in visiting 
these so-eaJled holy places ; but luu'o was tlie city in 
wliieh our Saviour liafl been brought up. I could walk 
in the same .streids whore he had walked, and look out 
iijion the sanui hills and valleys; and a man of warm 
jnid impassioned )»iety might iinagino. that, in breathing 
the saino atmosphere, he was drawing nearer to the 
person of the Saviour. I went back to lluj convent, 
joined the monks at vespers, ristoiicd to ib<' Hohinn 
cliiint and tb.e majestic tones of the organ, and went to 
bed. 

Karly in the morning, ebanging for the first time flu* 
horses with which I had come from Jerusalem, f took 
a Christian of iNa.zareth for my guidi*, and started for 
Tiberias and thi; Sea. of Galilee. In about an Innir we 
eaiue to (.ana of tJulileo, when' our Saviour pi'rformed 
Ills first- miracle by turning water into wine. At the 
eiitj anee of the village is a fountain, w hen; the women 
wf'n* lirawing water in large jars, and near it a Greek 
ehui’eli, built over file house of the young man at whose 
wedding the. miracle was performiMl. Gen*, too, are 
large stotu' jars, being, as the monks say, the identical 
\<.‘ss(;ls in wliieh tlie water was elianged. AN'ar, bloody 
aial releiith's.s war, lias swept oxer tin.* litth' Gana <d' 
Galilee ; fire and sxxonl have laid wasti; and destroyed 
ilic peaceful viilagu in wliieh t'hri; t met the rejoicing 
xxoddij)g-[)arty. 

In .'ihout two hours, lejiviiig Mount llermon ami 
.,^lollnt Tabor on onr right, we jias.sed through f lie held 
wlK've thi; disi’iples pliu’.kiMl the iMirn on tiie Sahhalh 
day; about lialf an hour farther (.ui is the inountain of 
tin; ileatitude, whor(> Cliri'^t jireaehed the sermon on 
tin. mount. AVlutlier the tradition be triu' or no, it 
was just the ]iiaee where, in those primitive days, or 
even in the state of soeiety xvhi<di <‘\ists now in the 
Holy Laud, such an « xcul. might have taken place; tile 
preacher standing a little distanei? up the hill, and the 
uuiltiiiide .sitting (loxvn Vieloxv him. Indeed, so strikingly 
similar in all its details is the state of society existing 
here now to that which I'xisted in the time of onr .Sa- 
viour, tluit 1 remeiiilier, when standing on the rmiis of 
a small church supposed to cover the precise s]’oi wlu- re 
Christ preached tliat comyu'udiiim of goodness and 
^vis(l^)m, it struck me tliat if i or any other man should 
preacli new ami strange tilings, the ]p< ople wauiJd conn* 
oat from tin* cities and villagi-s to listmi and dispute, 
as they di<l under the preaching of our L'*r»l. 

Naif an hour farther on we came to a lurgi* stone, on 
M’hich, tradition says, our ►'^avioor sat xvheii he blessed 
the live loaves and two ti.slics, and the immense* rmilli- 
tiide. ate and were filled. Tlie.se hiealitie.'^ may be, ami 
probably aj*e, mere monkish eoiijectures ; but one tiling 
''VC know', that our JSavionr ai ii hi.s disci[»le.s joumeyod 
on this roail ; tliat he looked ujxni the same seimes, and 
that, in all probability, soinexvliero witliin the range of 
my eye these Yleed.s aiid miracles Wi*re actually per- 
formed. At all evoijt.s, before me, in full vi..*w, was the 
baliovved Lake of Gonesareth. liens wt eaiiuot bo 
"I'oug; Christ walked upon that sen, ami ;;t'dled the 
I'jiging of its waters, and preached the tidiiigs of saiva- 
tion to tlie cities on its banks. Hut where are tliobc 
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cities now? Chorazin and Botlisiiida^ and thou, too, 
Capernauin, that wast exalted unto heaven ! The wholo 
lake is spread out before me, almost from where the 
Jordan enters unto where that hallowed stream passes 
on to discharge its 'vaters in the bituminous lake which 
covei*s the guilty c.ities ; but thf;ro is no city, no habita- 
tion of man — all is still and quiet as the grave. But I 
am wrong ; toxvards the .southern extremity of the lake 
I s<;t; the citx' ()f Tabhcreeah, the niiaerahlc relie of the 
ancient Tiberias, aiiotlior of the proud cities of Herod, 
•standing on tlie very shore of the sea, a mere speck in 
the distance, its walls and turrets, its mosques ami 
minarets, ttdling that it Is possessed by the persecutor.s 
and oppressors of the folloxvers of Clirist. 

We descended tin; mountains, and passing under the 
\v.alls of the city, continued on about lialf an hour to a 
large hath erected by Ibrahim I’acha over the hot 
springs of Linmans, celehrateil for their medicinal pro- 
perti(*H ; amt finding that xvo could pass the niglit thcit?, 
left one baggagi; and reUirm d to the city. The w'al].s 
and (;ircnlar towers, Moori.sli in their etmstrnctio?!, gave 
it an inqiosing a])pcarance ; out.*^ide tin; gate was the 
li'iit of a harlot, tliat iinhapjiy ela.ss of women not licing 
permitted, by the Alii.ssuliuan law, to enter the walls ; 
within, all xvas in a most niincd and desolate condition; 
a grt;atpart being entirely vacant, and, w here the space 
xvas occupied, the houses or huts xvere built far ainirt. 

T'ibm'ias was tiie third of the holy cities of tlie Jexvs ; 
and licrc, as at Jerusaiiiu and IJchrou, the unhappy 
remnant of a fallen ])eop]c still hover arouml the graves 
of their fathers, and, though degraded and trampled 
under loot, are still looking i\n* the restoration of their 
temporal kingdom. 'I’hero wen*, two classes of Jexvs, 
Lastoi'ii and liurojiean, the latter being Muscovites, 
I*ol(.*s, and G(*rmaiis ; all had come merely to lay their 
hones in I lie Holy Land, and xvere nuxv .supported by 
the charity of tlieir bretiuHai in Europe. Tlicre were 
txvo synagog'.i id tv id it ’ 

an int(‘re.sfing sight to .see them, old men tottering on 
the vergt* of tlie grave, and bear(llc.s.s boys studying in 
the same mysteriou.s book wliat iJiey believed to be the 
road to heaxa.n. 

I inquired for their rabbi, and tiny asked me whether 
I mi'ant tin* .Asiatic oi* Europi'aii. 1 told them the 
greater of the txvo, and xvas conducted by a croxvd to 
bis bouse. I laid no diflidence in tlio.se days, and in- 
vited mysilf to sit down and talk xvith him. Ho was an 
ohl man, and ttdd me that tlu‘y were all poor, living 
upon jweearions eharily ; and that their lireihren in 
America were so far off that tlu'V hud forgotten the land 
of their fathers. Everything looked so comfortable in 
Ids house, tiiat 1 tried to gi'i an invitation to stay all 
night; hut tin; old rabbi xvas t<n) cunning for mt?. It 
wa^. ,a fete day, hut my notes are so imperfect that I 
ca'.nmt make out whether it was their Sabbath. All 
were dressed in their best ajipan l, the women sitting 
in tin; door.s or on the terraces, their heads adorned with 
large gold and silver ornament.s, and their eyes .spark- 
ling like diamonds. 

JL'iiindn.g, 1 noticed more particularly the ruins 
hiyond tin; southern xvall. 'I'icy extend fur more than 
a mile, and there is #io doul>t that this ground was 
covi'red |.> the aneient city. I'lie plain runs back 
abt)ut half a mile to the foot of tin; mouutain, and in 
(lie sides of tlie imnintaiii an; long ranges of tombs. 
It xvas from one of tliese tombs, said our guide, that 
the man ])ossessi*d of «]t.*vils rnslied forth when our 
8avi<inr i\ baked the iiiicleaii sjiirits, and made them 
enter into a In'rd of sxviiie, wliieh ran violently down a 
steejj place into the sea, and xvere drowned. 

.1 hissing the bath, 1 walked on to a point where I 
could see the extreme end of the lake, forming near 
the other side into the Jordan. It was a bx'antilul 
cv' iiiiig, still and quiet as the most troubled spirit could 
wisli. The .sides of tlio moimtahis wore green and 
verdant, but there were nu trees, and no rustling of 
tin; wind among the branches ; not a boat was upon 
the lake; and, except the city of Tiberias^ ^;>vhich, 
enclosed within its walls, gave no signs of lifrj 1 
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tlio only living being on its shores; I almost felt myself an hour came to a small Mohammedan village, called 
alone in the world; and surely, if ercr there was a Magdol, supposed to bo the Magdala into which our 
spotwhere a man might bo willing to live aloiio, it would Saviour came when he had sent away tlie muilitude 
be* there. There was no desolation, hnt rather beauty alter leeding them with the seven loaves and two 
in the loneliness ; and when thl^ sun was setting, I w^as It was along this shore that J esus Christ hogaii to 
bathing my feet in the waters of the halloAvod lake, and preach the glad tidings of salvation to a ruined worh]^ 
fast falling into the b(dief that I could sit me down on 1800 years ago, walking by this sea, lie saw two bretli- 
its banks, the world forgetting, by the world forgot i-eii, Simon Peter, and Andrew liis brother, casting 
but just then I saw filing under tlio W'alls of Tiberias a their nets into the sea, toiling all day and catching jit 
long procession of men. They w’ere coining to the baths iisli ; and he told tlu'ni to thrust forth from the l7ii„i. 
of Pminaus; and, in a few moments, I, that was nms- and tluMi* nets brake, and their ships sank with iho 
ing as if 1 were alone in the world, was struggling with muJtitinh? of fish ; and lio said unto them, Pollow inc 
naked Arabs for a place in the bathing apartment. and t w ill make yon fishers of men ; and they forsook 
A largo bathing-house lias been built over the hot ail and followed him.” 
springs by Ibrahim Pacha — a circular building, with a We were now crossing a rich valley, through whlcli 
dorm* like the baths at Constantinople ; and under the several str<?ams were running and emptying into tho 
douHi a large inarblo reservoir, t w f iit y feet in diameter, lalcc ; and towards the «)1 her end, at some distance f roni 
and nearly six feet dee]), into which the Arabs sli})])ed the sea, we eamo to a small mound of crumbling brielu, 
off from the sides like turtles, darkuming the whit«) and stones, almost overgrown witli grass ; and this is 
marble and the clear water with tlieir swarthy skins, all that remains of the city of lictlisaida, the city of 
I could not bear the lieat, which .si cnied to me scalding. Pidcr, aiul Andrew, and ITiilij). If we had diverged 
A separate room, with a single bath, had been built a linndred yards one way or the other, 1 should havo 
c.xpressly for the precious body of Ibralihn i*aclia. ; ]>as.sed without seeing it. A short distance off, anioj,rr 

and as lie was not at liaiid to use it, I had it prepared the hills that border the jdaiii, aliki^ in ruins, is luj 

for myself. ll(n*ow:isa theme Ibr moralising! J had sj.st<‘r city (Tiorazin. Leaving the valhy, and erossinir 
stood on the top of the ])yraniids, on Aloiint .Sinai, and a i‘iuk‘ point of llie mountain, which runs boldly to ilu. 
tho shores of the Dt'ad .Sea ; I. had hten in close con- lake, tl>o road beljig so narrow that we wen ohligj'd to 
tact Avith greatness in the tombs of Angnstus, Aga- unload tin? baggage-lioj se, avo deseende(l to the phiins 

memnoii, and tlie Sci})ios ; but Avhat Avere the com- of Letiesareth, tin ri«;liest and ni ist fertile plain i i,l,c 

pared AV’iLli bathing in the same tnhAvitii the „x>-at hi.,. . f ilic kdu d, ])erhap , I'or a coiubina if 

dog warrior of the Last, the t('ri-ible ihrahiui Pacdia ? [ natural advanlngi s, soil, beauty f seem^ry, (/‘ina(<',ai!(l 
I spread my rug in an adjoining chainhca- ; the long teniperaturc, exceeded by no ]>lace in the wei-id. \ 
window o])ened directly ii])oii tlie Sea <n‘ (la)ilee ; Ibr sliert distance acro-is tlie tdain we came to alitile mill, 
more than an lioiir my eyes wma? fixi'd upon it.s calm set in motion by a. laige, clear, and beautirul sireiun, 
and silvery .surface; and the last .semuls that l.roke conveyed in two stom; minclucts. Poin' or live Arab 
uj)Oii my ears were tlio inurmnrs of its waters. familie? I there, in Imts imule w ith palm h aves ; ih.e 

P.'irly ill the morning Ave startl'd. Stopping again men lay strctelu on tin' gronnd, lulled to .-di'i'p by lii ^ 
at T'iberias, the soldier ;it tlie gate udd ns tliat a Knro- j murmur of tin. f: m:^ waters. 

peaii had arrA. d during tlu? iiiglir. 1 Inmted Iiiui (»ut, j brom iu'rid.o'ra lioim,Tiiesu]>pos( d sitcorPapevnainn, 
and fouiul jjim to bean b’.ngli^hmaM, a.s I afterwards f the rich plain of t i'iie:-;i ret li vv;, ig :i wild and luMiii- 
learned, a morehant of Damasmts, and a sportsman, ant Avasle, < ntir.dy .nurultii afed . 1 neglected, e\c( pc 

(.(juijiix’d Avitli shooting-jacket, gun, dog, t\:c. lie was in one place. w!i it an Arab was ploiiLdiiiig a .-eiail 
in a iniserabh.' liov(?l, and, baviug; just risen, was silting plot, for toliaee A pproaeburr. Hie smgh.: A’-di foot- 
apart from the Arab family ; Jiis rug .miuI coverlet were jaitli 1 • ■ ; io-g and tl:e road wi-.iidi our .'^avioiir had 

lA'ing on tile mud lloor not yot rolleil uj) ; and heseeim'ii '••■en Ibl d iijx u bis greal errand of redem]tiion waa 
in am<»Ht rueful nio<nl, olijurating all truvt 1 for jih'asung h,ng gives, bushes, ;ii)d 

and whistling eariiesfly 'riu re's no place like lioiiu*.’’ .e the lamk el' my hor.-^e, and I iouiid i*. 

1 knoAv his humour, for T ha'.l ofti'ii leii. it my.-clf, and • to omit and ]>iclv my w.ay on foot, 

could hai'diy keep from laogliiug. !!<• was not more 'I'!. f (’apernamu exteurl mort* tliari a mi!'! 

than half <lresHt‘<l, and reminded me of the caricature aloU'. sa: and back towards the luomitaiu, 1,'Ufc 

of an LnglisliTiian standing in his nether garnu'ut, with they Avere so tuorgrown with giviss ami Imslu'-i ihat ir. 
a pil'd) of cloth in (.ne hand and a {>air of scissors in was diliicn'i to niove amoe.g them, (.’limhing iipoit 
tin* other, as not being resolved after wliat fashion to high Avail, wliicli, tliougb I’umen itsi'lf, seemed jnoiid of 
luivc his coal cut. its pre-eiuinenct? aboAo the rest, 1. iia«l .a lull vii. w' el' ihe 

“lam an ycntloTnan, aTi-i nab'cfl T .‘-tancl biuc, ruins of the city, of the plains of ( d‘m'sar(!th, and tiio 

^Musing in niy iiiiinl w]\;it ininicfii I sluill wear; wholecxteutof the Seaof (ialilee, from w liere the Jordan 

For iiiivv 1 will wear this, and now 1 will wear that, (rjuiU'S down from the mountains until it ]tas.ses out ;iiid 

And now J will wear-J eunnot ft 'I wlial/' i-„lls on l«) the 1 lead S(.'a, it is about si\te('n miI(-*.-» long, 

spent half an luiiir together, :;nd pat ted, lb- and six with' ; at each e!.id is the narrow valley of tiu*. 
was an old stager, .and did not tr.ivi'l Jor sduiery, .'isr.o- Jfird.an ; on jlic < ast a range of mountains, rising, not 
ciatlons, and all that, hnt he e-jiild tell everv pla<*e precipitmisly, but roliiiig ba«.‘k froin the shore, green ;iiid 
Avhere lie had liaggiMl a iiird, fro!h ! kemisen.. to the Sea I v<'rdan‘., but d< stitnte of ir on the west ar<‘ imuiu- 
ol Lalilee. j fail s, ii, two places coming lown to the lake ; and tlio 

Stopimig for a moment at tb*’ only tuoimment of j V'- r. is a rich and beautirul, Imt wild .and unciiltivvited, 

antirpiity, the clmrch of St Ih ler, ;i„ Jong buildmg, Avit!-. j jilaiii. Jfc was by far the most imposing view . I li.'id 
a v.aultc'd stone roof, built, as I lie monk; say, (*ver the j en joyed, and I anidtiot sure that in all my journeying in 
place where the house ot >St Peter stood, and th the East I hatl a moro interest iijg moment than when I 

corner stone laid by onr Saviour; a burly nunk . e.s r.at among the ruins of Captmauin, looking out upon 

in the conressioiud, rnd a young Clirisiian girl pouring tlio Lake of Gcne.saretli. 

into Im greedy cars p' l Laps a story of un!iiipi»y love ; Travellers have often compared this lake witli tlio 
we loft lor tho last tinu; ib * gato^ of the city, the tent Lake of Geneva. I could see very little reyeinblaiico ; 
of tho harlot fstandlng d-t-ru sidh ajid commenced our it is not .so lai*ge,and Ava?.its the variety of .scenery of tho 
journey along the shovi • o1 ib h :, . Luko.of Geneva, and, aboA^e all, the lofty summit of Mout 

A short diatanco lr<-: i Tiberias w(> ; u ssed point Blanc. Tho banks of the Lake of Geneva are crowded 
cl a mountain running down ime n,-* Jake, a”d fujut i iroiii one end to the other with vilkige.s and villas, and 
♦About six nonths after, this gate ^\;is h.- eiiurvr.i ie» hy an surface is covered w'ith boats, and all the hurry and 
cnrthjma^o; the wall and tho Avholo of tiuxi. qn-n ;rol fl'. city bustle of a travelling population ; this is, in the Avild- 
were do.vn and donioliMhed, u«d a gicn: |>ortina ot the ui‘.s.s of nature, all neglected and uncultivated ; ana, 

InhaW^lfjSjp bm ied under the ruins. e.xccpt the little toAvn of Tibcria.s, not a habitation, not 
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^veti an Arab’s hut, is seen upon its banks, not a soli- 
tiiry boat upon its watei's. A single pelican was floating 
jit my feet, and, like myself, he was alone. Ho Was so 
,icai* me that I could have liit him with a stone ; ho was 
the only thing I saw that had life, and he seemed looking 
at mo with wonder, and asking me why i still lingered 
in the desolate city. I was looking upon the theatre of 
mighty miracles ; it was liere that, wlnm a great tem- 
pest arose, and the ship was covered with waves, and 
liis disciples (?ried out, Save us, or we perish,” Christ 
ruse from his sleep, and rebuked the wind and tliescra, 
and there wjis a great calm audluire too it was that 
in the fourtiv watch of tlie iiiglit he ajipoarod to hister- 
ritied disciples, Avalking on tlio face of the sea, an<l crying 
out to them, It is J, ho not afraid and again the 
wind ceased, and there was a calm. 

But this scene was not always so desolate*. The slioi'('s 
of this lake were once covered with cities, in which 
Clirist })r<.‘aclicd on the Sabbatli day, healed tho sick, 
gave siglit to the blind, cleansed tho h jxn-s, cast out 
devils, and raised the dt’ad. Belhsaida andChorazin 1 
had passed, and i was standing aintaig tlu^ ruins of 
Capernaum, tlie cily that was exalted to Inxiven in our 
Saviour’s love ; where Christ first raistai liis warning 
voice, saying, “ .Rep»'ut, for the liingdom of heaven is 
at hand and J. could feel llic fullilment of his ]»i’o- 
(ilietic w’ords, “ Wo unto thee, Cliora/in, wo unto thee, 
lii'tlisaida ; it slia.ll he more tctk-rahlo fur Tnii* an<l 
Sieh.in in tlie tlay of judgment Huui for you. And 1 lion, 
t'a]H'rna.um, which art exalted iiniu heavoii, sliall be 
l.j'eught <hiwn lo hf‘!l, and it shall bo inoiv tolerabit? for 
land of .'.■iodom in (lie day of j udgmeni tlinn for Thee.” 

I am aware lha,l iab ly tlo re has l)een some dispute 
\shetlier this be tile site of ( ’apei'uauni, but I had now 
jia^'sed along the whole svesteni shoi e of tlie la be, aii<l, 
jC this 1)0 md. ('ajiernaiini, my hofM-'s li.iol’-, )nio,t liavo i 
liMoij>h‘d uj)()n eity i>i' our Saviour's love w®kout | 
my Knowing wln ve that, eiry ^tood. 

I T lioiigiit to enhance the iiilc of lids day*-- iv».ii‘ii«'y 
by ju.'iKing my not>iiday nn al Irom ihi* of ihi* JaiKo 
of tiejiO'-^a retli ; obiI,'M.’d to go liacK by llie inili.*, and 
having on iiiy way up sotoi a. in.t <lr\iug on tin.' shoi-e, 
i iiad roused iht; >leejdiig Aiahs, and tiny Imd prmni.-'.i'd 
io iliiMW it idr me ; but when I relnrneil, i found tliat 
like Sinum I’eter and the son.-? of /ehei.lci.\ tlnyv laid j 
toiled ail d;;,v, and liad caiiglit no 

Here iurnc«l away Ji'cnn tin- lamst eraled laK..‘,and 
■i.M'd onr eyes on the end ol’ mv <lay's journey, tie* 
towering eity of Zaliad. lint tlie intejast i>f tin* day 
w;is iioi Net oV(.'V. A^ceinliiig ferahoutaii hour from 
die sliore of ihe lake, w(; calm.' to ihe great carc.van road 
h oiii .Ji'ni,'*alcm to Damaseiis, and a huie t)tf fj’oin this 
1o a Jaige khan ; and will. in tliis Khan, aceunling to 
iratiliiou, is the pit into wliieh do-;? jdi was ilij-own by 
hi.s hn'thren bebna^ they sold liim to ilm Islnnaelit? s. 
i’lie Khan, lilar all fjthei* carav aimcrai.-, i- a large stem* 
binlding, » ludosing a liollow s(|nari', w iriisinadeliambers 
ari.)uii(i it for tin* acaamnnodation ed ca.raNan travellers. 
The j)it i'l a solid plei*e of inason-wairK, like a w eil ; ami, 
when 1 FMW' it, was nearly lull of water, liotli .Miis^id- 
nians and Christians reNerence tins as a holy plac'o : 
laairiteyea Mussulman jnosfpu' and .a Christian chapel ; 
Jmd l(wv travellers pass this way, wln-tlnr .M n>.-i’ihoans 
or Cllri^tians, witliouf prostrating thci]].:?elvcs Ixdoiv the* 
altar of Josepli tho diisi. 

iti all probability, the Jegoiid establishing lids localily 
has no better foundation tha.fi inosj of the others ui the 
Ihdy Laiui ; but 1 rrimioi lielj» reinarkirg that- 1 d'>not 
aitaclithe importanee a.'-?sign(-d by other-, to tiie eircum- 
•staiico of its <iistance from Ib'bnm, at that tjine dacob s 
dNvelliug-placc. AV'e know iliat .Joseph's brethren were 
Ihediiig their fatlu'r’s JloeK at Slieclu ni ; ami when 
»h)scph came thither ** watuhn-ing in the fiold.heinqulvitd 
alter Ji is brethren, and a man told him, d’luy are de> 
parted lumce, for .[ heard them .say, let ns go to l>o- 
tlian ; and Jo.seph went after Ins Jirethi vii, and bmml 
I'bcni in Dothan.” If thert* be any good reason tor calling 
tjiib place Dothan, to me it does not seem at ail strange, 
that, in the pastoral state of society which existed then, 


and still exists unchanged, Jacob’s sons had dri ven their 
flocks to a pasture-ground two days farther on ; and 
aflbrdiiig a striking illustration of the scene supposed to 
have taken place hero, while we w'ere loitering aroii nd-the 
khaii,a caravan of inerchaiitK from Damascus came up, on 
their way to Hgypt ; and tho buying or selling of slaves, 
white or black, being still a part of the trade between 
tluisc places, I have no doubt that, if 1 had oft'ered Paul 
for sale, tliey would havi.* bought him and carried him 
to Egypt, wJiere, perhaps, ho might have risen to be a 
grand vizier. From licnco we continued mounting 
again, the city of Zatiad seeming to detach itself more 
and more, end to rise highi r and higher above sur- 
rounding objects, and the atmosphere growing percep- 
tibly colder ; and at four o’clock we liuil reached the 
city. 

Zaffiid is the Iasi of the four holy cil.ios of the Jews. 
My iiiterc(jur.se with the Jews in the Holy Laud had 
been .so interesting, that T dehTininrd to prolong it to 
tlie last, .and having lurai d afavourahle ri port of a Jew, 
the Jhiglish consular ag<‘nt. at Zaifad, I rode directly to 
his house. He was a very poor and a very amiable 
man. I went, with liim to llie gov'ernor, showx*d my 
lirnian, and demanded permisHion to sc'c the grotto of 
daeoh. 'I'he ge»vernor was sick, and tidd me that God 
had sent me there expressly to cure him. Since my 
sueees.sfnl e\]ierimenT, n])on the governor of llehrou, I 
l.M gan to think do<;io.i’ing guve rnors was my ft>rte, and, 
after feeling his pulse, and making him stick out his 
tongue, uj.on the prim ipK* that a governor was a gover- 
iKM, and wJiat w.is gtsod f(*r one was good f.n* another, 

I gave him an emiric which almost turned him inside 
out, and ciUiiph'tidy eiii-ed him. One thing 1 (tannot help 
ub.s*Tving, n(»t wltli a vit.w of intpeac.liiug any thing that 
is written, hut as illustrating the state, of society in the 
Ka .si, that if a sKiifn). phv sji.jijjjj ])v the apjilieatioii of 
hi.H inrdieal s<*ionci', Hiould raise an ..\ral) fiann what, 
vilholU oueli ap]dje.i1 ion, would be bis bed of death, tlio 
a'uorant \»i'ople v. nulfl be vi.ry likely (o believe it ti 
mraek.*, and 1<> follow lorn with tliat degree of faith 
which would e credei tin _ of touch- 
ing tli<‘ hem of In.s garment.” ^ 

^’l•om tli(‘ j'alace of ilu.* euvenior we ascended to tlio 
ruiin tl b.Tti’e.s-; erow iiing llie vny t-.-p of tlie hill, and 
from or.i: of tin* window, > ot tin.' rower .1 J<jo]o d down 
upon an extoodve prospa'et of lulls and vall<'y.s ; the 
hake (j!‘ih lu^sareilisei niedaimostaimv lei.. I*, liie stately 
.•nid majestic Tabor was far beiow' me, and Ix'yond was 
the gnat pkiin (.f Jezre(,'l, '^retching oif to llie inoun- 
l.'iins of Carmel and ilu' shoi'es of slu' Medlierranean. 
Ill all my wanderings in ilu* luoi-t remote jdaces, I had 
b'M'ii iMiiistantly seeing \N iiat I may call the luindwriting 
of Aa]*oit'«(n. In Italy. I'tdand, Hei niany, and the burnt 
: :<1 11 1 uilt cajdial of ihe czars, at the jiyi’amids and 
I ataracl'iol the Mle.and e.ow, on iliis alinosL inaccessible 
Iieiglil, tli<! turrets of lie.^ fortress were battered by tho 
Freticji cainK'ii. 

AVe dv --eeuded aipen to the .bwv.s’ quarter. Their 
lu.iisi s Wi re on llu' si-.le e.f the liill, ovi-rlooliing a beau- 
tiful valley. ]\ v as tlte ki.-t ikiy of eating tndeavened 
bread, e.iid tin' wiiole .Jow isli pojuiiatiou, in their best 
attire, were sittmg ciMlie terj’aees aiul on the top.S of 
their housos, in gay, striking, and beautiful costuine.s, 
the Nvoiiii n w iili tlu.'ir gold and silver ornaments on 
thoir Iieads ami ;a’ouiKl tiieir nei'ks, enjoying the halinv 
niil<lm\‘-s of .a Syrian sunset ; and w lu'ii the shades of 
evening h.ad driven tlumi to tiit'ir houses, [ heard all 
anmnd me, and for the. last time in the Holy Laud, 
rising in loud and solemn chant, s, the Songs of .Sdomon 
and the .rsaims of David, 

'j'liere are about 1200 families of I.sraclites in Zalfad ; 
they coUK' liieiv' only to lay their bones in tho laud of 
tlmir fathers ; have no occupation or meairs of liveli- 
hood ; spend all tlieir lime, in reading the Hiblo and 
dahnud, and live upon the charity <'f iln ir .Lnropeaa 
hnvlhren. 'I'h ' agent told me that ilnring the late revo- 
hiiion they hud been .stripped of mery thing; that, as 
at Hebron, they had ‘ouilercd robhery, murder, and 
rapine ; that t!ic go'Ncruor luul allow cd Uicni to Utko 
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refuge in the fortress, where they remained, 3000 in 
number, without a mat to lie on or l)r<5a(l to put in their 
mouths ; many of them had died of starvation, and the 
living remained beside tlie bodies of tho dead till the 
whirlwind passed by : tbat, thinking himself save under 
Ills foreign protection. In' had j'einained below, but that 
his hat with tho consular cockadt' had been torn oft' and 
trampled under foot ; and liis wife, a lovely young wo- 
man sitting by our side, llu'n not more than nineteen, had 
been thrown down, wljii>ped, and he did not t<dl me so, 
butl inferred tliat far worse had befallen lier ; and the 
brutal Turk who committed the outrage still lived, and 
he nn-*t Jiim in the stretJts every day. 

During the evening a Christian from N.-izaretli came 
in, and it struck mo as an interesting (‘irennistance tlnit 
1 was iatrodue«.‘d to him as a brother Nazarene. 

A Jew welcomed me to tlie lirst of tlie holy eitit's, 
and a Jew' accompanied me on my exit from tho last. 
Doth received mo into tlu'ir houses, .ntul gave me tlie 
best that tliey had, and botli refusc'd to accept a price 
for their liospitality. 1 had a liard djiy's journey bcdbre 
me. My Jewish friend had told me tli:it it wtmld be 
necessary to make a very early start to .arrive at Aero 
that night, hut it so happi'iied that I sot oft* kite. We 
had a ravine to cross, the worst I ha<l met in Syria. 
Paul and 1 were some distance jiln ad, wIkmi we heard 
the shouting of our muli'K'er ; our biii:gngt> muh* had 
fallen, and caught on the brink of a preeipu'c', w liere lu' 
W’as afraid to move until we came tti his lu'l)) ; and tliis 
and the cxceeiliug roughm ss of tlie road detained iisso 
much, that when we reaelii'd the other side of the 
ravine, my guide told me that it would he utterly im- 
possible to reach Acre that day. 1 would liuve nAurned, 
but I did not want to throw' myself again upon the* lios- 
pitality of my Jew fih'iid. 1 was in a had condition fur 
roughing it; hut at the rl.-k of being obliged to sk-i‘p 
in some iniserahlo Arab hut, or yierliaps under the walls 
of Acre, I puslu'd on. 

for two or i! i'ee liours there was no im)»ro\ein<'nl in 
the road; we uin'o ohligc'd to dismount several liiiu's, 
and could not do nior«.* than ytiek our way on a walk. 
We tin'll ciuinrJo the village of Jtiiiah, .situated in a tine 
olive-grove. TIk* villagers told us it W'ould Im‘ impos- 
sihlo to reach Acre befon? night, but a bribi* to niy 
guide iiuliured him to h'ad oh' on a brisk trot. (M'ev»Ty 
man we met w e .asked the distance ; at Icnglli wo came 
to one wiio told ns he tliouglit we iiiiglit do it. I could 
almost alway s U'll beforehand tlieansuer we should get ; 
when we came to a lazy fellow', sprawling on the ground 
and busking in the sun, he iuvariahly .said no; and 
when we met an Arab, riding nimbly on bis iiinle, or 
striding over the groniid as il' he had sometiiing to do 
and meant to do it, his aiiswi'r was always ye.-, ; and so 
we were alternately cheered ami discouraged. M'e 
watered our horses at tin; stream witlnmldiMiioiinting. 
About mid-day J^aul handed nn* a hoih'd fowl, hohling 
on by one leg w bile I pulled at tin* other ; the fowl c;ime 
apart, and so we dined on horseback witbout sto]n»ing. 

1 am not .sure, but I do not tbiiik there was any tiling 
particularly interesting on the road ; once, I'iding over 
a line, well-enltivated valley, we saw at ;i disi.mec on 
tho right two handsome villagesf and staininig ;i.lone, 
something which a{>pearcd to be a large wliite iiios<|ue 
OJ* sheik’s tomb. 

aiioiit tour oarlock we came in sight of tin* Aledi- ' 
tcrrainran, the great ydaln <if Acre, the low circuhir j 
shore extendir.g to Cui|)ha and Mount Carmel ; ami I 
before ns, at a great distariee, on an extrc'ine point .:i ' 
the sea, tin; am-ieni J'tnk-mais, tho St Jean d’ Acre of 1 
Richard and the eius:Mk;vs, Still we w.-ia; not r;afc. 1 
The sun w'.as settling away luw.'ivfls my distant home, 1 
when we reached iIk; si f ft;,. ..,ea. 1 .shall never j 

forget my sensations at the me: luijr when I gai i- :1 :i:at 
shore ; after the lied S a aim tii * |h-: a Sea, md the 
Sea of Galilee, it seemed an old aMjuainfai;'^' d I 
spurred my horse into the watm.. to -.re. t i . iJr.t 
1 had ni^ytime to dull}, for as yet 1 wa.> st c 
I joined Ifee. last of the loungers outside li. vs alls ; the 
heavy gjii^l^cre ftwung to as I entered; and >s hen 1 


pushed my jaded horse over the threshold of the gate 
I felt aa happy as the gallant leader of the cruaa(l(.,.g 
when he planted the banner of England upon the walls 
of Acre. Soon in the peaceful ceil of the convent, f 
forgot my toil and anxiety, as well as Richard and the 
holy wars, 'j’he night before 1 had slept by the quiet 
waters of (lalilec, and now' the last sounds that J hearil 
were the rolling w'aves of the Mediterranean. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 

A Hide on Donkeyback.— ('.lipha. — Adventure with a ronsul. 
— Mount Carmel. — Tho TJain of Jezrcol.-’- Con vent of iMnurit 
(’annel. — Kindness of the Alonks. — Curiosity Gratified. 

1 ito.SE next morning much fatigued. My strength luwl 
been greatly imjiaircd by sickness ami exposure, and 
1 int.cink'd to give mysedf a day of rest, instead of which 
1 committed an act of ftilly. ’I’hc night before I Idt 
Ji'rusalcm, I had sc'cn, at the lionst* of my friend Air 
M biting, the poetical pilgrimage of M. do Lamartine; 
T had not time to reail it through, .and by chance opened 
it at the chaptc'r containing the particulars of liis visit 
to Caipha ; and the glow'ing account which he gave of 
tJi two sisters of the Sardinian consul had inliauicd 
in some ilegree my imagination. 1 had found it orio 
of the most annoying circumstances attenrlant uprvri 
travelling in the l-kist, tliat, in .s])ite of the ^loetical :u*- 
comits of Ka.stern ht'aiiry. Though 1 had seen (k'orgian 
and (’ircassian women, I had nev(>r yet met with aiiv 
thing that to my miinl was equal to the beauty of 
Kunq»e:niand Aiiu'riean women. 1 liaii ])asse(l ('aip)ia, 
and it was a diri'ct ri'trograch' moxeineiil t the 
but early it tlie n oriiing, as 1 was w’alkiug i iln' ram- 
parts of A I looki'd back towards th little, eitv, 
iiid the beautiful creations of the poet rosi* before mo 
luo.st ravishing colours. 1 w'as v lowii, 'J'Ik re 
was no jdiysician ij Aeri* ; and, jicrluips, to bask aii 
hour in the sunshim of lx aiily niiglit revive and rcslonf 
me. Paul, too, wa> uml<‘r tlie wx-aflier; ever >iucc lii- 
fall from the droim lary Ju; ha<l wautt'd bleeding, and 
i it might do him good, Jn short, 1 bad bci'u rambhiig 
j for months among ruins and old cities, working as hard 
! as if I. were to lx* paid for it liv tin* day; 1 liad liad 
enough of these things, and one glimpse <.»f a heaidifiil 
girl was worth mori; to nn* at that moment tli.iu all 
tlie ruins of tlio Holy Laml ; but I would not admit In 
inyseJi, mneh less to I'anl, tliat J was making tliisrctri)- 
gra<fe inovenieiit merely to s('(' a couph' of pretty faces, 
.and I ordered horsi s for (.'aipha and Mount Carmel. 
Horsts, however, wt’ro in.tt tt» lx; h.ad, and we were 
obliged to tala* donkeys, which I efmsidt'red unhu'Ky. 
For till' first tinu; sinct; 1 hdl Jerusalem, 1 bruslmd my 
tarboiich, niy blue jacket, .and grey pantiilions. 

J started on donkeyback. Caijilia. is distant a ride 
of about tlii'i e hours and a Jialf from Acre, all the way 
;ih»ng the slion; of tin* sea. About half an liour from 
Acre, we cro.ssv-d the rivi'r lieliis in a Ixxat, It was on 
the hanks <»f this stream i,kat I'Jij.ali killed tin; -Hit) pi'"- 
. liets of Haal, gathered unto Mount Carnn'l by tin; 
oiak.TS of Alial). A dead level jilain, fertile but uncul- 
tivated, stretclu'd baek idr many mih;s into the indM’ioi', 
and ill ti.e front to tlie foot of Aioniit CAirmel. Wo rode 
eJ<‘se along the slioj'e, whei’c the sand was every mo- 
ment washed and Iiardened by tin; waves. The sea 
was calm, Imt the wn'cks on tin* shore, of which wo 
cminted seventeen on our wav to Caipha, told ns that 
tin; elements of storm and ban pest might lurk under a 
fair and beautiful laec ; all which was apropos to my 
iutendid vi.sit. On the way 1 thought it iiecesFary to 
let I’aul into part of my plans, and tohl him that I 
waiib'd to .stop at tin* house of the Sarilinian ccmsid. 
Paul asked me wlietlier J Jiad any letter to him ; I 
b.»ki iiim no; and by degrce.s disclo.scd to him the 
reason of my anting to go there ; and he surprised 
me by ti lling me that he knew tho young ladies very 
well ; iuid Alien L iisUcd liim how and when, he told 
me llutt lie> had a.s.sisted them in their cooking when 

lie stopped there three* years before with Mr Wellesley. 
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This was rather a damper ; but I reflected that Haidee, sian, Jews and Gentiles, crusaders and Saracens, E^ p- 
011 her beautiful little island, prepared with her own tians and Turks, Arabs and Frenchmen, w'arriors of 
}iand8 the food for the sliipwrecked, and revived at the every nation, have poured out their blood on' the plains 
thought. ^ of Kfldraelon ; and Jierc, said a g-entleraau v/hora I met 

We were now approaching Caipha. The city w'as in Palestine ekilled in the reading and interpretation of 
called all around ; without the walls was a Mohammedan the prophecies, will be fought the great final battle with 
Imrying-ground ; and the gate, like the shields of antichrist, wli(»n circumstances which are now supposed 
Jloincr’s heroes, was covered with a tough hull’s hide, to be rapiilly developing them.selves shall bring together 
1 rode directly to the consul’s house ; it was a miserable- a mighty army of the followers of Christ, under the 
looking place, and on the platform directly before the bannt'r of the cross, to do battle in his name, and sweep 
door stood a most unpoetieal heap of dirt and rubbish ; from the earth liis eonteniners and opposers. 
but I didn’t mind that ; the door was open, and I went The convent on Mount Carmel is worthy of the place 
in. Tlie table was set for dinner, and I could not lielp where it stands, and, like the mountain itself, is the best 
remaj’kiiig a few rather (pie8tiona])le spots on the table- in the Holy Land. The church, w liich is unfinished, is 
cloth ; but I didn’t mind that ; knives, forks, and plates intended to be a very fine building, and the interior of 
were a spectacle towdiieh I had long been unaccustomed, the convent is really beautiful. 1 could liardly belkwe 
niid my heart W’armed even to th<‘ empty j>laiters. 1 my own eyes w hen I saw', in rooms pnjvided for tra- 
tlioiight T had come at the witching moment, and 1 vellers, French bedsteads with curtains, and French 
felt as sure of my dinner as if I liud it already under drcssing-tahle.s. The rules of tlieir order forbid the 
niy jacket. The consul was sitting on a settee, and I Carmelite fi iar.s to eat meat ; but they set me down to 
began the acciuaintaiice by asking him if there was an such a dinner, to say nothing of the wines of Mount 
American consul there, lie told me no; at which 1 Lebanon, that, so far as regarded the eating and drink- 
was very much surprised, as we had one at Jaffa, not ing merely, J was glad I had not invited myself to dine 
so much of a place as Caijdia. ; and 1 invited myself to w'ith my friend the consul at Caii>ha.. Lr{)m my seat at 
a seat beside the consul, and made my.self agreeable, the table 1 looked out upon the distant sea; the monks 
1 soon found, however, that 1 was not so pleasant a were all gathered around me, kind, good men, happy to 
fellow as 1 thought, 'i'he consul uiisw(-r<‘d my <picstions, receive and talk with a strangtu' ; and it is no extr.ava- 
but his manner might be interpretiul, “ Don’t you s<*o gance to say, that, after ha\ ing been bufietted about for 
vou are ke(ijung tlie dinmu- waiting C’ 1 didn’t mind month.s, 1 felt at tluj iiionient that 1 could be almost 
that, however, but talked about tlie nec(‘ssity of my willing to remain with them for (‘ver. I ought not to 
^r()\(Tmnent having a eonsul there to entertain Aineri- tell it, but tbe fact is, tlie extraordinary c(>mfort of the 
can trav('ll(.*rs, and suggestefl that at dall'a the govirn- convent, and Hk* extraordinary beauty of the scene, 
iiK'iit bad given tbe a]>i»ointm(‘nt to the then acting dnm? away all the associations connected with thks 
Sardinian consul ; still my friend was impenetrable. 1 gathering-place of tln^ ]iropbets. I wanted nothing but 
tri(Ml him \ipon several other tojocs, but with no great what 1 saw IxTore me. The monks told me that tlioro 
success. During this time tluMiiotlier entered, (‘videiitly was fine shooting on tbe mountain. I could throw' my- 
in disliahille, and (u'casionally 1 got a glimpse of a pair | self into the clearest of waters, and liatlie, or, w'itli my 
of fine black eyes jieejiiug at metlirongli tbe door. At | little boat, could glide over to ('aiplia or Acre. For an 
last, when 1 found that be was bent on not asking nu^ { invalid in search of retirement, witli every bc'anty th;it 
t(» dine, 1 rose sitdth'iily, madt; a bimdred ajuilogies for climate and natural sceiu.'ry can oiler, 1 know' no platu' 
inv bast(‘, .sliook liim eoialially by tin' luiiid, and, with superior to thi^eonvent at Mount (.'arinel. It is one of 
*ist eonsumuiate linpudenei*, told him that I woiibi the few j)laces 1 ( versa w where a man eowld lu; cheerful 
call again on my return from Mount (.'arinel, Faul and liappy in ])('rfect .seclusion. Ihioks, the mountain, 
rather crowial ovi'r me, for he had met and si»ok('n to the sky, and the sea, w'ouldbe companions enough. It 
the young ladies, ami in the sanu' place wliere In? had w'onld be the Hweetc'st H])Ot on eartli lor a crri/ young 
.'U'cu tliem before. couple to test tbe stn.'iiglh of their poetic drt ams ; and 

In about an Imiir we iiad reached the top of Mount knocked about and bulfetti'd as 1 bad Ixs'u, when the 
Carmel; this celebratr.’d mountain is tin? only great | supt'rior told me that, in .s/ite of tin? inscription over 
lU'oinontorv upon the low coast of Palestine, and it is, | tlie do<»rs of tln?ir convents, ‘‘Clausui'a per le donna,” 
beyond aircomparison, the finest mountain in the Holy | I might buihl a house on the sp(>t where 1 stood, and 
Laud. The traM-ller at this day may n’alise fully the bring wln'in I jileased there, it instantly brought to my 
iKK'lical deseri])tion by tbe ins^piri'il writers, of the mind tlu' beautiful bir<ls of paradise of lie LamartiiU', 

“ rxcellcucy” of aMount Carmel. The pine, oak, olivi', ar.d my engagt'im'nts wiili my friend the consul at Caipha. 
and laurel,* grt'W' above a beautiful c.'irpet uf grass ami whole of tin? fraternity accompanied mo down tlie 

w ild tlowiTs, and from amid this luxuriance 1 looked (uit sub' of the mountain ; aud 1 beg to i\\cei»t them all, 
ui»<)ii the plains of Acre, the little city sirelcliiiig out on inelmliiig the cook, from any thing i may have said boar- 
a low point, like a mere sj-eck in the water, and beyond, i ing harshly upon the monastic character. The rccol- 
the monntainH of Lebanon ; on the lelr, along the shore ' b'ction of my engagement, however, began to hurry me. 

tb(! M(?diterraneau to the ruins of Ces.irea, the once 'I’he friars were pursy and shortwinded; one by ()no 
I>roud city of ami of Cornelius tlu' centurion, they bade mo good bye ; ami tlie eiudv, a most dcs(n'ving 

xvheri' I’anlmade lA lix trcinbh' ; in front, tlu? dark blue bro’tlier, and unnaturally h'an for bis profession and 
sea, on wIiom* bosom two transports, witli Fgyptian positi(»n in the eonveid, was tlie only om? who heM out 
soldiers /ni lioard, were at tbar time stretcliing under to tbe foot of tin? mountain. 1 crossed bis hand w'ith a 
easy stiil IVom Acre to Alexand'da; ami beliiml, the piece of money; Paul kissed it; ami, alier we had 
great plain of J('zreel. started, turned his inaid and cried out to the holy cook, 

One word with regard to Ibis great ]daiii. 1 had ‘Mlrale pro inibi’’--^* I’ray for nio.” 
travelled aroimci, ami about, and aeross it ; badlooki'.l At Caipha. wi? found the consul in the street. 1 do 
at it from hills ami nionntaius, and 1 was now' on the not know' whether he was t'xpecting us or not ; but, 
\K)int of leaving it for ('vc'r. This plain, coin]nitcd to whether or no, I considered it my duty to apologise for 
be about tift(?en miles siiuave, is tln^ ‘‘ mighty plain,*’ as having staid so long on tbe mountain, and accompanied 
It is called, of the ancients, and ct'lebrated for more than him to his house. Unluckily, it w as so that Paid 
3000 years aa the ‘‘great battle-ground of nations.” said if we stupjicd wo should be shut out from Acre ; 
From Jiere Elijah girded up hi.s kuns, ami ran before and wlieii 1 looked at the sun aud tlie distant city, I had 
Ahab to the entrance of J(.?zrcel ; it was eii tnis plain great mi.'^givings, but it wiis only for a immient. The 
that Barak went down, and 10,000 men ofter him, and 818101*8 w'cre now dressed up, ami standiiu ' docir aa 
<liscoinfitod Sisora and all hia chariots ; it was bci\. that 1 pas.sed. Their dresses were Asiatic, c(>usisting, from 
•Iniiiah, king of Judah, disguised himself, that in; mi'^ht the waist downward, of a variety of wrappers, the out- 
bfiht with Neclio, king of Egypt, and fell by the arrows eimost of whieh was silk, hiding tlu? most beautiful 
of tile Egyptian archers. The Assyrian and the Per- figure.*? under a more buiullo of habits. 1 went into the 
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room, and took a glass of lemonade with my watch in 
my hand. I would not speak of her in the morning, but 
now, ill full dress, the iuterestiiig mother, so glowingly, 
described by do LMiuartine, appeared in a costmue 
a groat deal beyond what is usually culled low in the 
neck. I do not nKUitiou it as a reproach to her, for she 
was an Arab woman, and it was tin? custom of her 
country; and as to the young ladies— M. do Lamartine 
had never been in Aim'rica. 

I had irit^mded ibis for a day of rest ; hut 1 had, if 
possibl<^ a harder task than on the preceding day to 
reach the city ))eforo the gates were closed. We pushed 
our donkeys till they broke dow'u, and then got off and 
wliipj)ed them on before ns. It was like the Irishman 
working his pa.ssage by iiauling the tow-line of the canal 
boat ; if it was not for the name of tlm thing, ive might 
as well have walked ; and when I lay down that night 
in my cell in tlic convent, I prayed that age might ttan- 
per enthusiasm ; that even the imagination of M. de 
Lamartine might grow cool ; and that old men would 
pay respect to tlieir lawful wives, and not go in ecstacies 
about young girls. 


ClIALTEU XXXVIL 

St Jean d’Acre— Kxtortiou.s of the Pacha.— Tyrc.—tiuostionablo 

Company.— lauly F.stiKr htaohope.— i>epart»ui from the Holy 

Land.— Ooncliisiion. 

1 SHALL say biif littlo of Acre. 'I'he age (»f cliivalry is j 
gone for evei-, hut there is a green spot in toery man's | 
memory, a h-obh; but undying sjiark of romaiute in every , 
heart ; and that man's feelings are not to lx* en\ied who 
could walk mi tin' ramp:irt< <'f St .It.'nu <{*Aere witjiout 
culling up Hichurd and Saladiii. the erusad* rs and tlie 
ISaraceiis ; ami win Ji t'in‘ 'ml'’i val of e* nturie.s is for- 
gotten, and the imagimuion rev<‘!ling in the scene*; of 
days long jiassed away, his ilhisiou ri-ses to the vividm'^s | 
of reality as J * sees dasliing by iiim a gallant array of j 
'J'lirkisli horhennm, with turbans and glittering salire.-*, | 
as when they salii-. d forth to drive hai'k from 
tile cliivalry of i ’.iirojie. ..Near ihe eity is a moi 
is still called Uieliard (\.mir de Lion, and from wuicdi | 
Isapoleon, jioiniing to tiu; city, .said to Mural, *• T 
fate* of the Eabt (l<[)>-inis upon yonder poHv t<>wi 
Constantinople and the Indies, -i nt.-w <•mpl^e ii tin* 
.Easl,aiid a e.liang'’ in the I’aeee* tin xln orld ! Eight 
tirne.s he led Iiis velerau soldier*; to the av-jault ; elevtai 
tiimes lie ^tood the d ^i'crate sallies e»f the M;imelii!v('. 
sabres. J’rltish soldiers under Sir Sydney Simtli 
came t«i tin* aid of the In. .'.ieged ; llic ruins of a bivucli d 
wall servisl a^> a hre*ar,1.^\ ork, tin* niii'/./.lesof Eriti-sli ami 
Ermich ninslo;ls louclied eeicii other, and the oj’oarlieuds 
of theirstandartis w'« re locked logcLliei’. 'I’lie brav<‘st of 
hi.s otlieers w.-n; kiUod, and tlie beidies of the d\-ad sol- 
diers Iting ai’ound irntrihed imder tlie burning sum. 
The paelui (I)jez/ar the Ihiteiierj sat <m the floor of lii.s 
palace, surroniide*d by a lieaj) of gory beads, di;-,iributing 
inom'v to all who brouglit in tlie beads of Ft- iiehmc'ii ; 
and lie who was destined to (;\ ertiii'n e^verv thrones in 
Europe was foiled under tlie walls of Aen*. Tiiree years 
agf» it sustained, under Abdall.lb 

bloody .siege from Ibrahim Fanha, and when it fell into 
his hands, was given e.p to pillage ami tlm tl;o,ne.s. It 
has since bix-n relmiit, fiU’t ilv'di witii .skill ami seif iice, 
and is now alino-t iinjiregnaliie ; lull of tli«3 t.-lite of the- 
Egyptian army under < o!om I Seve (I'brmorly aid 
Murshal i^h-yj, now .suliin:;;! I’aeha, and euiisUiu 
stored with live V'-ar.' pu-o , isions. Tlie pai-h.'*- h:is lately 
beenbuiiding lineho* pi: -ds fv»r lii.s soldiers,;iM(t an 1 ialian 
apothecary, licensed i.o kii! -eeundnni -irte-m. islet 
upon tho sick at the 1 raie oi > hundred dollaj-.i ]>cr 
annum. 

I was so much -d wbii do- i .\v: h !■ t 
who w’tnt with me to Mount t , i, that 
donl;eys for another )(.)ni o-. v. iL- wa . a Id 

Egyptian from Fhamictta ; four o; his t loi.h . i liml 
taken for jipldiirs. and he and Ids old v..e and ilirt 
-4oiilvey,, d lljeiii aht'Ut wheicvev lliey went. il 


had had two wives and sixteen children, and these weivs 
all tliat were left. They were all now stationed at Acre 
and when we started, two of them, not on duty at the 
time, were with the old man at tlio convent, arranging 
the baggage while he was taking his coffee and pipe ; they 
accompanied us to the gate, received the old maii’a 
benediction, and returned. 

A short distance from tlie gate we met a Turki.Mi 
grandee, with his officers, slaves, and attendants. He 
liad formerly been a collector of taxes under Abdalliih 
raclia, and would liavo done well as an office-holder 
under a civilised government, for he had abaudoned tlie 
falling fortune.s of liis master in time to slip into tho 
same office under his successor. 

LooL'ing bade, Acre appeared to much better advan- 
tage than from the other side, and the mostiue and 
minaret of Abdallah Padia were partieiihirly conspi. 
CHOUS. Wo rode for some distance by the side of an 
aqueduct, which convoys water from the monntain.s 
twenty miles di.staiit to the city of Acre. In the plain 
towards Acre two upright pillars, in which tlie water 
rose and descended, formed ])art of the aqueduct. Our 
road lay ae.ro.ss a plain, and scvitral time.s wo ph*kod 
up musket balks ami fragments of bombs, hdt there by 
tho French and Napoleon. We passed two palaces of 
Abdallah 1‘acha, where tho haughty Turk hail revelled 
with his fifty <>r a hundred wivi-s in all the luxuries of 
tlie East. The plain was very extensive, naturally rieli, 
bur almost entiridy nnculiivated. Over an <;xtt*iit of 
several n “ we would perhaps .see a .single Arab 
tun iq* wliut on tlie groat plain appeared to be 
merely a. few yards; and the op[iri-.ssivc iiatiiro of tlie 
govmiim-nt i.s niaiiifcxt from t lie fact tliat, wliile tlio 
whole of ibis rich plain liosiqioj) to any one wlio elioose,; 
to till it, Immlrods pri'lt r to drag out ii ]ialf*sl;ir\( il 
oxiMoiico witliin tlio walls of Acre; for tlie fruit of 
tlk-ir labour is not tiieir own, and aiiotlx .r will 
whore thoyoio.v; tin* tax-gaflion'i* como.s and Itioks .'il, 
tlio ])rod -is, and takes m>f a, lilrli. or ;i sixth, Jior juty 
othovtlx 1 proportion, but jismncli as tho ]ia«’hn no 
till ipiostio’! I,**, not iiow m oh hi* shall lake, bi 
• III* shall leave. 'I'axatiou, •u* ralliov oxtoi", ton, 
ii>r oiig to call il by so niiid ;i naim*, from oanlars 

of lowiiTo ‘;iiigum''ja'^ grinds llio Arab to iFo 

ilu.-t ; a.ml y<-t, said ibe old man, ovi'ii tbi.s is bi'tter iliiiu 
oiir lot iiiidor the, sultan ; o\oii ibis vvi* could bear, if 
tito p.ieiia. Would only .-^pare' ns our cliildreti. 

Along tiiis]ilain w<* pa-si'd a large boma\ iu agardep 
of oraiigos, loiiioiis, almonds, and tig.-, w ith a row of e\ ■ 
pro.'-.s- trees along ilie ro.-ol, I'ornierly tlio re.'-iiloiieo (;f 
the Iri'ju nrer of Abdallah Facli:». Ho hini.-.elf h;id been 
a great tyrant, and oppre.-sor, and h;id la lien into lb'* 
bauds of a greater, and now waml' r.g with both hi, s eyes 
out- a beggar in tlio streeis of Fairo. 

hi aliout fivi* hours we camo u]mii the so;i, on a boM 
point projei ting (»ut like (.'arim l, the wliilo jiromoiitorv 
of I ’liny, the ancient. .Scala of tin* Syrians, thi tlioi 
jioiiil stood an old khan, and wo sat. down unde r the 
■shadow of tho wall for oui noonday hineli. From lu re, 

■ oo, the view was exeeodingdy fine. On the left were Aero 
ami ..Mount (.’armel ; on the riglit the Ihirkish city of 
Soul’, the aneieut lyre: and, in front, the horiz<->n was 
darkeiie-l by the isliind of Cyprus. Almost at iiiy t<*i t 
\v)s tin* wreek of a scliooiior, driven on the rocks only 
tin* night beji.n*, lier shi\ered sails still Hying from tiic 
j uta.^ luid tin* luckb'ss marim*rs wi-re alongside in ii 
oat hriiigliig aslion* llio remnant of the cargo. 

V UK*, and, like me, looking out iijMn tho movcnu nl.s 
I of tin; .shipwrecked .‘;aiIor.*;, and ;ip])arcnt]y bciiioanuig 
j Jiis own uiihajipy l(d, was a long, awkwtird, dangliog 
1 young man, on Jiis way to Aon* ; smit by tin* slx'ik < ‘ 
iiis village to work in 11 rahim i’aclni'n faetoj'y lor tlireo 
i-oijs of brcafl a-day. I askeil him why he did not ruii 
aw iv, but whore (knild he go ^ if he went to a strjmg*' 

I vill.ige, he would imm'diatidy bo delivered up on tla^ 
j never-failing di'iiiand for soldiers. Tlicre w^a.s no he p 
for h .111. J le <hd not know that tliero were other land*-, 
wliere . ten w'cre fj’cc ; and if he had known iE ^ 
cuibc =>f poverty rested upon hini; and bound liini wIn.‘io 
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j,c was. I had seen misery in Italy, Greece, Turley, to those of the lady. My bagga^^e, with my writing 
Husisia, and gallant, but conquered and enslaved Poland, materials, had not yet arrived. I had no time to lose ; 
|,ut 1 saw it refined and perfected under the iron des- ilio Arab agent gave me the best he had ; and writing 
potisni of Mohainnicd Ali. a note about as “big as a book'’ on a piece of coarse 

I'voni hence the road continued, for about two hours, Arab paper witli a reerl pOii, ami sealing it with a huge 
over a rocky precipice overhanging the .sea, and so Arab wafer, 1 gave it to a messenger, and, tumbling 
narrow that as I sat on my horse, I could look down him out of the house, told him he must bring me an 
tl>c steep and naked sides into the clear water below, answer before daylight the next morning, lie pro- 
Iii one i)laeo wei’O tlie ruins of an old wall, probably, bably rcaclic<l Lady ►Stanlu)p( 3 ’s rcsideneo about nine or 
when the city before me w'us in its glory, deh.nding the ten o’clock in the evening; and I liave no doubt he 
precipice. In the narrowest place wc met a caravan iuiiihled in, just as he had hoen tumbled out at Sidon, 
of camels, and from hero descended into a sandy plain, and, demanding an ininiediate answer, he got one fortli- 
and passing small rivulets and ruins of castles or^)r- with, “ Her ladyshi]j’.s coin.pliineiits,” &c. ; in short, 
tresses, came to a fine stream, on the banks of wdiiedi soniowdiat like tJiat wliich a city lady gives from tlio 
were soldiers’ barracks; tbo lior.se.*^, witli their gay head of the stairs, “ I’m not at. lionm.” I have sinco 
accontroinents, were tied near the doors of the tents, read M. do J.amartim;’s aeconnt; of liis visit to her lady- 
constantly saddled and bridled, and stiTiins of inilitaiy ship, by which it ajtpears that her ladyship bad regard 
nnisic were sw'clling from a band among the trt-e.s. to the phras< ology nt' a iiolc. Mine, as near as I can 

Near this are what ;ire called Solomon’s cisterns, recollectit, was as follows Mr S., a young American, 
bU]>posod to have been built by King Scdomoii in pay- on the point of leaving tlin llidy l.aiid, would regret 
incut for the materials furiii.sliod by Hiram, king of exceedingly being obliged to do st> without first having 
'i’^TC, towards the building of the temple. Oireuni- paid his respects to tluj La ly lislher Manhopc. If tho 
.stances, however, abundantly ])rovo that tlu sc cisterns, f^ady Esther StanliojK; w ill allow' him that honour, Mr 
ami the aqueduct connecting them witli 'l yre, have lieen S. w ill prt'smit himself /o-morrnit\ at any hour her lady- 
])uilt since the time of Alexandm* the tireat. sliip Avill name.” If the reader will compare this note 

Oil llie (ixtreino end of a long, low, .sandy istlnnus, with the h lLer of M. do LaJiiarlinc, he will alnm.st 
whicli seom.s to have er;i\vlc<l out as far as it ctudd, i wonder that uiy poor ine.Ksengcr, demainling, too, an 
jdands the fallen city of 'I'yre, seeming, at, ;i distance, t(» immediate aiiswei, was not kicked out of door.<. My 
rest on the hosom of this sea. A Turkish soMii-r was hor.--e,s were at ihedom*. eitlserfor Beyrootor herlady- 
slaliniK'dat ilie gal(?. I eiiiered un<hn’ an areii, so low ship’s la^sidiaice ; and v\hcii ohligeil to turn away from 
that it was maa ssary to stoop the hack of my horse, the latter, 1 coiiifm-ted myself w ith :i good g:\lU>{) to tho 
and ji.a.sst'd through dark ami narrow slreeis, sheltere»l former. Jl(‘r l:nlyshi[) was ♦‘Xtaadingly lucky, hy tho 
hv mats stia tidnal over the lia/.aai-s from tlie scorching way, in not iiaving reecivcil im; ; for that night I broke 
jicat of a Syrian sun. A .sIngh; fishing- boat was lying; down :«l .Beyroot ; my travels in the Lasi were abruptly 
iji th<! liai'bour of “ lln'enavning cily, wliosir im.rcbaiits Im-ininated ; and after lying ten days under the atteml- 
were jirinees, wlio.sij irafiickers were tin: hoiuiurable <)f j aiicc of an old Italian t[uaek, with a Idtio frock' coataiid 
the earth !” j gn at frog button.^--, who I’righlemd ine to death every 

I lett the gate of 'I’yre beiwca'U as honest a. man .ami • nine lie approaclud my heiUide, f got on hoaril tlu; first 
a.s gi'c.’it a rogue as llm .sun <.'vee .slmne uj>on. 'flie i ves-el bound for st-a, and saih d lor Alexandria. At 
honi'st man was rnv old Arab, wliom f kept witli me in. j Beyrool 1 n eeived a lett,>r from iln* friend who had 
."pitt: of his had donkey ; and the rogtt-"* ''-as a liinjfing, ! taken me on hoard liis l.Mi,'if at 'i'lie)M'<-;, ad\ising im? of 
scre-eved Ai’ah, in an ohlaml j’a'.rged suit of n giimntal.', tlie sicknos of in', holy and that le.* li:id prevailed ujuiii 
l^hon/ I hii-e(l for two day, s to n lievi the old man in the Kngli-h d= :‘tor at Ih'vroot to a<M:oinp;iijy him to 
wlii]tj)ing the donkeys. lie was a liisini.sed soldier, Haiiuecn.s and B.iallu . I heard of tho 

lUi’iM’il out of Ihraliiln 1‘aclia‘s army as of no n.-ewh.-it- <leath of .Mr i.ov\elj,a.i enth.-inai iVoin Bo^ton, who laid 
ever, tlnm which then* could not he a sirenge-r ci riifi preci-ded me ii many parts oi' my i.mr in the I'.ast ; 
caie, of W(n-ilil( ssne.'-s. lie lohl me, lio\ve\< r, that he ami wiio liad ( very v\hi‘re ieit. I ehind him Midi a namo 
jiad once been a man of ]iro]iei’Ty, ami, like honewt, ihatitwasa p leasur*; for a n A .nerican to follow in hia 
Jtogbi'rrv, had ha<l liis lo-se.s; he Ir.nl been worth >i\ly st ps ; and lie e, too, I I'earh of the e.ri at fu'e, w liidi, 

jM.ister.s (nearly lliia'e dofiars), w itli which Im h.'td conn: bv tin' lime it ri aclr d this i lain land, Ind laid the 

to live in tin* <ntv ; ami hemi imlnced to embark d mv native c tv in ri In the mid-t of my 

lerin iMs that had turned out union nnatels, and he had ironi 1. nvever, 1 had ili things iliat gave me 
J,, St his all. ' 1 Diet lie ' friends wiih ivliom I 

On inv arrival at Sidon I drove immediately to tin* I mounted the c.atar; tin- Mh', one ot whom 

Aral) consnlar agent, to consult, him about paying a. 1 hope one day to see i my vn i-onnlrv ; 1 received 
visit to Lady Ikstimr Stanhope. He told me that I musi from the An.-irian eoir ;ii :ls^nl•alK•t• tliat the pass- 
send a note to her Imlyship, rctpiesling pa-i ir hs.'on to port of iny dew ir!»'ml ; dn on shonlJ 1 m' made out, 
present my.self, and wait her ph'.isure' for ana "wer; and delixeiiMl fordiwitl to Ins trieiid there. For ten 
that soinelimenj she was ralln'i* capricious, and that tin* day.s J lay on ie“ di k ot a i.tlo Aiistii.ui schooner, 
I'.ijglisli comstil from Bc>root had lasni <>biiged to wail j watching the mo\enients ol t p.dr ot turtle de'vos ; and 
two days. 'Llm slate oi' my health would not permil j on the morning <d‘ the eleve, ih I was again off tlie coast 
Hiy waitjing an V where upon an uncevtainiy. I was but 1 oi iigypl, and eutei'liig ll ) harbour of A h.'xandria. 
'He day from Bevroot, where I jOi)keii for la'st and Hen* *1 intrn«h!ced :'elt to tin* ri'adi'r ; and hen*, it 
Hu'dieid aticiidanco ; hot I diil md like 'o go ]»asl, and he have nut ialh u from me by the way, I lake my leave 
1 iiiado iny application perhaps with more regard to ol him, willi tiiaiiks lor his patient courtesy. 

Hiy own cuiivciiicncc and fVelit'gs than the respect due 



120 


NOTE. 


By the arrival in .America cf my friend Mr Cliddon of Cairo, 
of >vhuni mcntiDti has Ium-ii several times made in tho fore- 
going pages, tlic autlier Ij.is received the following notice of tho 
Egyptian Society. Tho objects of tho society are sufliciently 
explained in t)ie notice; and they are such as cannot fail to 
recommend thcinsclvi'sto all who feel any interest in Egypt, and 
tho East genorally. Tho author is pei*sonally acquainted with 
many of tlu* members, particularly with Mr Waliie, Ifon. Sec., 
wlio. be.sidcs being a gcntlcni:m of high literary and professional 
attninment.s, lias devoted much attention, and Avith griuit sucee.s.s, 
to tho study of hleroghphics and Egyptian antiquitie.s ; and the 
author feels great s.dihffU'tion in being permitted to say that any 
individual, or literary or scientilie institution, may, without 
further introduction, correspond with Dr Walnc in relation to 
any of the objects set forth in the notice. 

NOTJCK OF THE EOVI^TIAN SOCIETY. 

The impulse of modem di.scovcry has excited a general and 
incrca.sing interest n'.‘'jK'oting the antiquities of Egypt, Avhilcfhc 
unusual facilities of aeet’ssbotli from India and Europe, coupled 
with the intcrnnl tranquillity of the country, arc more than ever 
cjdculatod to inrlnce travellers tovidt the Valley of the Nile, ami 
examine personally the extiaovdinary moiiunicnta with wliich 
its banks abound. 

Hy the munifi(-eneG of his highnes.s tho viceroy. Tairo will, it 
is prosumod, posse.ss, at no distant jxinod, n Tuus(?am that, in 
Egyptian antiquities, may be expected to rival all existing col- 
lections. .!.Uit the stranger visiting tlie <Tipital, removed from 
those conveniences to which he has been accustomed in European 
cities, has particularly to regret the absence of a public lihranj of 
rifroicr, so essential to his losoarelies. 

Tiic want «jf an institution that should at once oiler this desi- 
rable res()uri;e, servo as a point of union for social intercour.se, 
and bo a medium for obtaining additional information relative to 
jigypt .and the :n..!acent countries, lia.s long been felt ; and it is a 
<lesirc <>f supplying this detieieney that has .suggestuil the forma 
tioii of the I'igyptiau .Society. 

Tl>e objections of the a-.sociation are:— 

first, 'Jo form a rendezvous for travellers, with the view of 
.nssociatiiig liteiiiry iuid stiouliiic men who may from time to | 
time A i-it. hie>i't. 

Sr.om. l, I'o eoih’ct ;iinl record infonnatiuii relative to Egypt, 
and to tlio-c prjils of Afvicii and A ia which are coiiiKcted Avith 
or tribufary to tiii.i c oLiiitry. 

Thi d, To fjitiiitate K scareh, by enabling travellers to avail 
taein‘a.lves of .'Ucli iiifuiniiitiuu as may bo in the jMfAver of the 
socivty toobwiiu, arid byotlei ing tliem tlur advantage of alibniry 
of rofi‘i\uc(> corit;uniii:; the most \iiiuiibl(i Avoiks on the I’.ast. 
Tlie l\gyi.vri:.iii tsociely i.i opi-n to gem Ionic n of all natotri.s, and is 
composed cf ^lemheis, lleue.rary .Member.-, and assoeiatc .Mem- 
bers. 

'rile .''lemlu r.-, itb.e mimbor of aaIioiu is :it prc.scnt 
limited to tv.-euiy) ;iie th'.- tnistee.i of :lie iostituti(*n, direct the 
di.‘'po-,al of tli"inj’id-, end have the ;;ei;er.il government of the 
Focieiy. 'Po be eligible as a Menihei-, a gentlem.-m iiuost b.aw . 
been at least (ioe a ear ;in A'-'-otriate I'loinhcr, aisd be re.-oinmonded ' 
Sn Avriting by tiuee. Members. 'J'he election must, take place; at 
a general mecUng. ji’id he by ballot, oj’.c hJack hall to exclude. 

Mt inl)i rs ];ay an .imna.i sub.ieripf ioifcof one giiim a ; hut thir-c 
clecu-d rifier the ; .dll .M.a’eli, l.J.iV, .' ill pay m addition nu nd- 
nii.ssjon fee of otic gnuiea. 

'I’lic contribution of ten guixiv.'as at (.nee Ci/nsliLuiCi.'i l.ifc Alem- 
bcr. 

Jhniorarii Honorary Membi-rs Avill bo elected erd:' ‘ 


from literary and scientific men, whohatP partioiilarly di.stin. 
guished themselves in relation to ligypt, or from gentlemen Avho 
have especially promoted the object.s iind interests of the sooicty. 

Associate ..l/mifrerj.— With tho exception of taking a part in tlio 
government of tho Bociety, Associate Members enjoy tho saino 
privileges as the Members. 

To be eligiblo n8 ;tt- AsROclate Member, a gentleman, if not 
iis^lly rc.sident in. must at least have visited Egypt, and have 
paMed two months cither in this country, or in those parts of 
Africii and Asia which are immediately connected with ortribu- 
tary to it. It is necessary that ho bo recommended in Avriting by 
tAVo Members : the election must take place at a general meeting, 
and bo by ballot, two black balls to ex elude. Assueiato Mcmbiu s 
pay an annual subscription of one guinea. The cfintribution of 
live guineas at tince constitutes a Life Associate Member. 

Jlonoyartj ()[ficirs. — I'he Presj«lent, 'J i-easurer, Secretary, jinq 
council of management, arc nnmuUly elected from the JMenibei-s. 

The funds arising from subseription.s and donations Avill bo ap- 
plied, as far as po.ssible, to the formation of a library, to whioh 
the Members and As.sociato Members ran ahvays have fr(?e access, 
and to Avhich travellers can bo introduced, till such time as they 
bccomn eligible to join tho society. Dooms haA'c Ix'en oja>iu*i|, 
the association po.vse.s.scs the mielcu.s of a library, and tlu riiiMu- 
bcTS have every reji-son to hoj)e that, by their own exej tion.s,.antl 
witli the assistance of those Avho take an interest in tlu; iiu-litu- 
tiun, they Avill soon succeed in feruiing a eellectiou tliat, Avbilv 
it inelude.s m;my iiitere.sting volumes on the J-last in general, may 
contain the Avoiks of all the ancient and modern authors win 
have made Egypt the stibject t>f their obscrvation.s. 

Ai.i- iucn W,\o.*;k, lion. See, 

(.'.tiro, IH'lh. 

Since the above was in type, the author has been favoured w ii!i 
a communication from tlie Egyptian Society, by Avhieh it appear-, 
that the objects of the .‘-otdety have been duly appreciated, ajid 
that ii is now established upon a foundation eahmlated to render 
it cmim-ntly useful to those who may visit Egypt htr the purpo c 
of iintiquarkm, literary, nr scientific rese.iroh ; but llie partieular 
Jav<uir Avhich the autliorha.s to aclcnowledge now, is tlie inierc.si,- 
iug information that Colonel Vyj-e (lu-fon' referred to a,-, eu^.dicd 
in exploring the ]iVTannds) hasdi'.i.overed no tluin tlin *; m.\v 
ohamlier.s over tiic king’^ eh;nnber in tlu; great pirainid, Avliich 
he calls by tlie names of Wellington, Ni ls.m, and hady • - . 
’J'he last h, icmurkable as containing the following e.-irtmu he. 



T(o.v-f lliiii, a It'arned Italian, now editing tusecoml edition of 
Tianipollion’.s works, Avho found this cartouche in one of tho 
tombs, reads it “ Stsamphis.” Tliis cstablishe.s tlie fact that tiie 
p> ramid^ ^v<‘TC not built anterior to the use of bicrog1yphic-s, and 
:il.so Mint ..•npbisor Saophi.s, Avasthe builder, as statist by Maiu tlio, 
acoi.rding to Mr Wiikinsim’.s l.able, ;ihoiit ‘.th.’d yi'ar.s n. » • 'I ho 
par'ieidarnof this interesting di.seo very, and the details eonneeJeil 
.VMli till! J'rcf-eiit. exploring of tlic pMMmid.-, Avill inobably bi'toi 
be given to the public throush .Air \Vtlkin:.'Oii. 
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xoTM K I3Y 'rm: pchlisju-us op the ntESEXT edition. 


Tub present work. Travels in HniiMAii, or Hiinnun Empire, 
foi uis tin? tlrst hcction cf tlie antJiers “ Travels in South - 
I'lastern Asia,” i)ublislii;il in luyp, in Ho.ston, Eiii ted States, and 
i-; followed hy tlio Hoeonvl, which eoiuprehi'iul;, lIiNni.sT \.v, 
3 L\LAVA, Siam, and China. As the two arc fpiite disliiurt, it 
lias been considered advisable to separate them, for the ai «-om- 
iiiodation of the class of purciiasers for whom Use present edition 
is (lesigned. 

Tiie author, wlio was engaged in the philaiithnipie object «'f 
exploring new fields t>f mis.-,ionar>’ <'nteri)risc, in;elL\cs the follow- 
iiig preface (daled “ |{o!stoji, Eebruary to the «)riginal 

edition 

“ The only aim of tlu? following pagt's is utility, flail a place 
iHvn sought ainoug admired travellers, .1 tihould havegisen iu<»ro 
(icM riptions. iueideiits. and ileliiu'atiuus of private chanu ter, 
and fewer faets, opinions, and reflections; wliich wouM at oiac 
]i;{V(> saved lahonr, and rendered me less \nliieral)le. 

Honest infentioiis, diligent iinpiiries, and I'orfnnale i.pporlii- 
lU 1 I tr eller fit 

Aiiieriea, M here in every placi* we nu'ct persons of \enu iiy, and 
jree to inipai t iafonnation. In the I’aist, the ea e is mm h wor-e. 
Tlie foi'eigner. dreaded for his power, and aldiorred forliis reli- 
gion. excites lioth «. ivil and ri ligions ji-aloiisy. 1 1 is inamn oi'U'U 
di''ple:!'.e, by the omis-,ioii of h’lrnis of wliieii lu' in.iy b<‘ ignor.mf, 
or to >vliieli l.c e.uniot sva eninb. 1 li' met w ith taciturnity, or 
wilful misrepresentation; and if be esi ape theT.e, he will ^•clll.•- 
r;d!\ eneonnter ignoiMin-e. If In' be so bapiw a^i to tind botii 
jntijUgein 0 and eonmnmiealiN eiie.'S, thew.int of l ool.s, inaps. 
diiirts. and statistics, nndej s the infonuat ion of nati\e-» merely 
local, and often (•ondietini;. Addi.vl to all, liis interpreter may 
lie lilisUilfnl. If be depdm^ upon residciif foreigiun-s, (lu-ir 
hi lu n(, ' til irtii 

tl'iir iminirie- negligent, or ibe statements of one maybe Hally 
i iiitrailkted by llinsc of anoflier. All llie-i* embarnissinenfs liaM* 
nioi me by turns, .si) that fre.iuentl,) , alter laboiioiis and eoii- 
tiniicd inipiirii's. i lia\o been eoiniiellcd to lay aside tlie wlnde 
iiiass of notes, in the utter inalnlity to tb'eide whom to bidieve. I 
]ifetened silein e, and .ijipan nt di lieieiicy, to »|uesiional>!o statc- 

llli'lll.S. 

'ly adviintagi ' have, nevertbe'a ss, been great. I wa- 'cnt cut , 
listin' (lipatyand reprosen tatiM; of one of the great Anierie.m 
Mi..-.ioparv t'oeieties, toexaniiiu* into, and with ilie niissionaries 
.•■djnsl. many jioints imr eadly -(.tfie,! hy eorre.spondenee : to 
«oin]iare till’ various nioiles of operarion in ditrerent missions; to 
fiiirwy the Held ; toeomf)are tlu* claims of jnojiosed new stations; 
to cninfort, cneonrage, and .strengtlien the mi.ssionaries in fheir 
ail iiioiis Work ; and to gather details on every jioini where flie 
Hoard lacked information, ^n(•ll a niissioii gave me eoniivlenee, in 
llic eyes of all classes, wherever I went, and toli’iation in ’.'.'king 
insestigai ions, wliieli niiglit o'.herw ise lia\e been deenu-ii imper- 
tiiielit. The time spiait at each place was sntbeii-ii’ lofnilelibeiMie 
iiujuivies, from various sonrees. In most place . I found mission- 
aries and civilians, who liad li » ed long on i!ie .'pot, and xvbo gavi* 
iiie tlic friijis of inalnrc and exiended obseiw aliens. !>?y inler- 
prctei eye in general not only t lioroiigbl.v conv« nli iht 

langiia.ge, hut in the Jiabii of tamiliai* infe'cour-e v- nil tlu eople, 
aiiil possti.ssiin, I'.cfore leaving a plan- gi?ne- 

lally Mibinitted my notes to severid pei sm:, for a eaiviV.l i 
If. therefore, I hlionUl be eonvieted of errors, theyare sue :is tlie 
host inforituid persons on the epot hav ' talU>n into, ;.*nt ns niy 
1' .iilor Would have imbibed, bad be licen in my platv. 

In every part of the work I lia ve s- ndiously sought bri’vi Ic-st, 
^'.Vdiininisliing its cirenlatioii, my great object should be ci feated. 
Voluminous cumnuimcations in relation to my ollicial 


iiK'luiries, and coneliisiims, arc in yiossC-nsion of the himrd, which 
will not be wiijilield from the examination of proper applicants. 

Conversations w ith heathen, emu cried and unconverted, often 
deeply' interesting, are omitted, heeaiisc tlicym.'cur so abundantly 
in the prinfed eoinmunications of mis. ionaric.s. Descriptions, 
.‘ul ventures, and scenery, as well as g'-ograpbieal, eommcrchil, 
and political memoranda, are in-crtifd only .so far as comported 
w ith the iwceisi^ ohjeet in vii w . To liavc .ihstainod w holly from 
such oh.-.ervalioiis, woiiM luivi.? heen to witliliold facts necesMary 
to a ])roper knowledge of tiio eoiniliies to which our friends 
extend their bcinwelence ; iiesiih's w hich, many of the friends of 
missions Jiave ac-s-e-is In lint fiwv b.xdvs; and .some will be indi^btcd 
to tliese p.iges for most of their information on llic siihject.s which 
are introdneed. 

All works (ill the East differ from each otlii'r in ilie oi thography 
of name.s, and few are even eonsi.stcnt. with tlunnsclvcs. Soirvo 
seem to lake pride in a new orti'.ograpby of old tcmis ; and no two 
have the same sy.stem as to new <ini‘s. 'I'bis didiciilty cannot bo 
snrmoniited. till .some mode of Hoinanisiiig foreign langiiage.s 
h( al. ids ell b; spi .'d i ablisln^d 

hpelling, J have so giu’n. Other-, arc w vitti.'n as directed by some 
one skilled in tliat partiiailar l:ingii:.ii.'e. AVJu'n no aid was at 
band, tliey are given just a-; they soiindc i to my ears, from the 
lij)s of the nali .es. 

Every one i'- cndi.irras-.ed, in v‘'' iding W'ovks on India, bv met't- 
iiig terms not found eitlier in dictionaries or ene> clopicdias. An 
e.xpl.inatioii given in the ni.irgin, when tlie term first occurs, 
cannot be alwavs reeolleetcd. and llic note is not I'.isily found 
again. To avoid this dis;;dvantagi.\ 1 Jiavo tlirown fogi.-fher the 
neee.'.s iry expl.aiialions in a gl()'".;iry, .'^oiiie ferm-., not used by me, 
biif often oeeiirring in (h it nial work*', mv addi-d, tomalcc it more 
, useful. 

Dednir.g i* ind'sjicKvili] ' that a liook of ir.iwN, in a ivgi on so 
nnkiiown, .sla.nld ( .uilain imnieron.s pi( lorial iiliistrations, 1 
applied my.self from the hcgiiining to making .sketches at every 
opportunity. .V number of tJiesc are in-erted. and constitute an 
' entirely lu'w eoiitribiition to our .-.toek of Oriental jiietiires. 

, 'I’be map has been constnieted with great care. On arriving 

■ in Indi.i, an outline was drawn on a very large scab*: and as local 
; sun e\ s or iiarrativ esof recent jonnuw s came to liand, ci'rroctions 

w. re continually made. .My own tours and convcrsnlions with 
uijssionavie'.;, and idbcr gentlemen, fiimished more. .\t tlie snr- 
veyor-geiii’r.d's office in Caleiifta, I was allowed an insjieetion of 

■ various r«( (‘n( mipiiblisbed maps and ebart.s of Farther India, 
'f: • oini-' ion of imimportanr. towns, and iinei.'vtain rivers {uni 
m..iiiit.iins, makt's sunic parts of it. look meagrt'; iuit confusion is 

: tliii.'. asoidod w iilumt dimiin''liiiig tlie amount of L'cncnil infor- 
mation. i' 

If. would be a grateful ia;.l: to aeknnw ledge tlic kindnesses which 
' were mnUipIied upon mo In every idaee. lint .■'iieli matters bcilong 
to tile sacred rceellecM'oMs of private history', 'i'o luiblish them all 
would isspiirt' ooutgant repetition-., in which thi^ reader could 
. tak(! no intere.'d ; and to name a i»art, would be doing injii.stkre tu 
, fiu.' rest. Moiiee it to that I was cveiy wbove most utfee- 
1 tionatcly' and respeetfidly reet-ived, for iny work’s sake. Never 
liad a man kinder iioiiu s when far from his own, not only among 
mi''''ionari('S, but with priv.ite, civil, and milibiry gontlemon. 

' May He who blc-sed t lu? ciiterprisi*, and bore me safely through , 
j bless the publication !" 

j In the present (l’en[)le’s) edition, a. map (M less dimensions, 
! Init inebiding the jirineipal places, has i)ceii given ; and it }ia.s 
j onl.vhivn found possible to pre.sent a selection of pictorial illus- 
; trations, eon.'-istenlly wdtli the low price which tlio publisher;) 
• kceji in vitwv in this scrievs of reprints. 
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CHAPTETl I. 

DrpnrtUTO. EmplojTnents. lllriosH. Cornet. Company. Pre.nclj 

on deck. Sqiijill. JVIngollim Clouds- {Send Letters. Trado-Vinds. 

AnoUier Illness. Tristan d’Aeimlia. Portuguese Men of- War. 

Ship Tigris for (.’('vlon. JMioounter between a Whale .and a j 

Thrnsher. “ Dojihling Capo iif ( j<H)d Hope. ’ Day of I’a.sting. 

Knorinous Shark. iNieohar Islands. T’irst Sight of Idolaic'i s. . 

K'cdgereo. Heavy Dews. Andaman Ish'iiids. 

)lo\v eordinl and coin])reliei)sive aro tlie sympatliioH of 
{} ije religion ! \Vl)o .saw tliat flic I.ouvro, wiih her 
eleven ordained rnini.sterp, ahoul to sj>read )u'r oanva's.s, 
eoiild fail to contrast iIk^ seein; willj <tr<linary slilpping 
Operations ? Over all the wharf is one dense mass oi' 
grave and .silent spectators, whih? tiie decks an<l ri^giu^ 
of tlio .a<ljaeent slops are tilled with yuufjger, I>ui. iiof. 
less inteiit, ohser\ ers. No sound interru])tst he ascending | 
prayer. 'I'he fidl harmony fif a. thousatnl \oiees wafts * 
10 heave)\ the touehing liymn. Countless hand-, tlirii'^t 
towards the narrow })a'^s\\ay, seek tin- la.st token ot re- 
cognition. Kv(mi tiioa<ged, unaeen.sif)ined to tt.'ur.s, vve< p, 
]i(.| j‘rom bitteriie.ss, liuf in e\uhi'rane(' of hu e. 

Hut Itere are none of llto eustomary indueenu'nts to 
convf'im ji crowd. A ship sailing with }>assengev.s is no 
e.ovc-lty. (liieol thi' ntunher wa*^, inde<*d, the jai.storof ; 
a large and most :dle(diunate congregation ; hut witli the j 
( thcr.v;, in general, the innltitude had no acfjuaint.anee. j 
Personal altaehinent.^^, tlierefoi*e, had not ns.seinhled the ‘ 
Jieoplo. '.riierc was, in fact, nothing in the -eenc which 
could call fortli a gtuieral interest, Init its religious elia- 
racUT. 'Die legniar pa<‘ket, eiowdi'd witli jiassengers, 
!e:iv(‘s our .shores, while onl> liere and theia* a. giant p tif 
j'-er.sonal friends look on with ijtlerest. Tin' nuwehant- 
.mau uid'urls hin sail.s, hut his de.stination ami olijeeis 
are not rogardt'd. Hut tlie mi.'^sionary ! — lie awakens 
tin; sytnpatliy »)f every heliever. .Stranger though ho 
he, all prc.ss to grasp liis haml, and, wlicn gone, all inter- 
cede for him witli (hnl. liven <it iiominatioual prefe- 
I’once.s are forgotten, and every .si’cL mingles in the 
throng, oxiilting' in a cojinnon joy. 

Hut ail thi.s is a more fraction of the fruit.«of t ‘Indstian 
charity. I'lio .same expansive hene\(dence einl/ruee.s 
tile nn.scen, iifiknown heathen. Intense interest for 
those .sends forth tln>se .self denying (uu’s, and dmws 
from Christian.^ at Initne tlie r<’qiii*-iii.e fimd.s. The 
trnrld is the fudd over which tin; eye of the t 'hristian 
'vanders, and for all of Mhieh he will latuuir ainl pray 
'vliile he lias hciiig. Oh hlessod gi>spcj, which tliiis 
makes man tlie fricml of man, 'iid excites in the heart 
all that i.s pure, joyou.s, and hmievolent ! 

Never did a ship leave Hoston hnrlion ' move nobly. 

A lino wind, and favouring tide, bore ns on so rapi<l(y 
as scarcely to leave us time to gaze one lingering fare- 
'vcll to the faint outlines of tlie great and heautihil city, 
ill two lioura the pilot left ns, hearing brief notes of 
affectionate remembrance to friemls heiiind. Soon 
found ourselv<!8 in the midst of .score.s of Lcautifid 
Rchoonors, engaged in mackerel fishing. .S» thickly did 
they lie along the liorizon, as to I’esemblc strcchs of 
Htately white houses. Even these, at length, sank ie,to 
me dim distance, and wo dashed on till night closed in, 
hushed itself to rest. 

Wednesday, Sept. 23, 1 835. Light winds and a smooth 


.sea gave ns a night of rpiiei repo.so ; hut a.s the sun rose 
cloudle.tjs out of tlie .sea, the nind freshen(;d on our 
quarter, and amid an array of studding-sails we made 
hn<; progrcs.^j. Mo.st of th^- j>a.‘-:r<'nge]s, alas! feel no 
reli.sh for the nolile .sight of (.ecan, and the rapid plunging 
of ''Mir gallar/t '^i-a-siekiK .ss, that mo.^t ui.spiriting 

of all maladi(*s, ojijiresse.s tln ju. Mr .Sutton and myself, 
Jiowever, Iteiug inured to the unnatural motion, arc so 
far exem]»t as to la’ a!)le to act tin; jairt of nurses. He- 
tveen artendiiig tin; sick, and making fast tlie baggage, 
1 found ample enijtloyment for tin- day. 

.My heart hi.'s willi tj'nder and grateful emotions, as 
I arrangi’ iln; varlfjtis gdts of frinidsiiip and regard 
which almost fill my staie-roitm. Notliiug that expo-* 
rienct* c<iuld dictau*, or iTuaginniioii snggost, as ri-quisiie 
for my comfort, st'cnis vvanting. My sweet hot ojjpres- 
si\ <’ I'lnotioiis I'md reJiiTi)idy in pmu-ing out hefVna' Go<l 
f(;rv<‘nt liiank<, ami Imjilering him to launcmher his 
promise, that a cii]> of ethd water given to a (liscij)Ic 
i)ec:ui.Ne he is a disciple, sliall nor lose its rowarcl, 

‘21. — 'fho witid has eoiuinued favoiirnhlo. and we are 
alrea<ly advaneinl on oiir \\ay ne;ivly oOll niiles. The 
.Mv\ light ill mv ^tat•;-^ooIll pr<n i.;- siiMii’icnt. The round- 
houso (so call'.'o) <'n deck, is an iiitahiahle comfort, 
and will la; e>j ceiaily s.i in rainy weather. In the 
e\<-ning, .such as \\ei<’ r, ei). enough coinineneed family 
worship in the eahin. 

’ 27 . ."till lino and favouring hriM'/cs. The 
awning lieing extemled, and ■-eals ai'ranged, Vrotlicr 
."ntt(»n }»n’;ielpsi tins morning an .ippropn.it*; and intc- 
re.sting di>e«.nrs» . .Mo'-t of tlie pa-seiigers ahle to attend. 
.\s many M r” .singers, I led the p^almolly willi my 
llnr«>, and we raised ho...aniia.s, not niKo'ceptahlo, we 
trust, even to the e.ar of (lod. K<<nr of liio crew at- 
leinJed. f)ur entire eonq'any then i (.solved tjiem.selves 
into a Hible-ei.'r'S. to meet ..very l,ord%. day afternoon 
at half ]>a.st thn'c, ami reqm'sted me to take charge of 
it, M'e .selected file “Actsofllu' Aposth.’s,'' a.H most 
appropriat<‘ to mis.sionary work, d ill thcarriA'al of tho 
appointed hour, ou cM-ry si(le were se(;n tho hrethreu 
ami sisters, btisy wTli l.>(»ddridg'‘, Henry, .“"ca.dt, Hariies, 
.Adam Clarke, Ac. Ac. l-iaeh recitation will embrace 
a chapter, and oeci.py from one two Innirs. 

!S\T\ ut>\v, <.h r. Hh — Amid tiu' miineruiis discomforts 
of a long sea voyage, oiu; is tlircvwii untm his own rc- 
.souj-ees hotli for inqft-ovement and pleasure. But the 
mind accustomed to view witli intelligent and devout 
contemplation tin* woiks of God, can seldom be without 
mat-'i-ials for lofty ami imrifying tlionght. And surely 
the w ide ocean and w idi'rsky pvestuit a rich field for the 
expatiation of our mddest thoughts. Pacing iliO deck, 
or leaning against the hnlwarks, towards setting sun, it 
woiild seem as though tin; most gross and thouglttiess 
mind nm.st rise, and expand, and feel delight, l ar and 
near rolls ‘•old ocean.” Hefore Jehovah spread out the 
fcM'er sciMiery of tlie dry laud, tliese restless billows 
swellt'd and sparkled bcm‘alh tlie new-made finnament. 
Thousand of y ears tlieiv wide expanse remained a track- 
less waste, 

rnoonqucrablo, imreposcd, uutired, 

And rolled the wild, prolbund, eternal ba#s. 

In nature’s anthem." 



I- 

The storm then found no daring mainner to brave its Wliat a blessed home would this world bo, if Christiati 
fury, and tlie gentle brcozo no , repose on the fair can- lovo pervaded every bosom ! It is exceedingly gruti, 
yass of the lordly ship. Age after age, the fowls of fying that harmony and kind feeling prevail among all 
heaven and the tenants of the deep held undisputed our passengers, though so different in temper, age, and 
empire. But now, every ocean is added to the dominion pluvious ptirsuits, and comprising, as wo do, four dia- 
of man. lie captures its rulers, he makp its surges tinct denominations. 

his highway, and so dexterously adjusts his spreading Sailing for the last two days along the coast of Africa 
canvass, as to proceed, in the very lace of its winds, to it is impossible to avoid frequent thoughts of that dc- 
his desired haven. But oh ! how many have found in voted land. How deep the darkness whicli covers it ! 
these same billows a grave ! How many a gallant ship How few the points wlicre Christianity kiiiclles her 
has “sunk like lead ill the mighty waters,’’ where beauty fire! How wretched, even in temporal things, its 
and vigour, wealth and venerahlencss, learning and thronging millions, and liow’ utterly secluded from Iho 
piety, find imdistinguished graves ! To tlicse lone improvements of the age ! Yet the word of the Lm-ti 
deserts of pure waters man pursues his brother with once resounded along these shores, and trium plied over 
inurdiTous iutent^ — the silence is broken by thundering tlie vast interior. African philosojihers, ministers, aiul 
cannon — the billows bear away the stain of gore, and generals, came not beliiiul tlio greatest of their time, 
all that storm ever swallowed np have been mit-mim- \Vl»y, and how', the dreadful change i “ Verily, there 
bored by the victiiiis of a battle. Oh war! whm will a tiud that rnleth in the eartli !’’ 
thy horrid banner bo for ever iurlcd ! Yesterday we caught the first faint zepliyrs of tho 

Betlection, following the chasing waves, passes on to north-east trade-wind, and to-day it has increased to 
the sliorcs they lavi', and llnue looks over nations, and its regular veioeity : that is, we go at six or seven miles 
beholds men in tlieir manners, customs, follies, and an hour. are all glad, and, J trust, thankful, 

crimes, their loves and hates, their joys and sorrows, Satuioav, 1. — Have been dee])ly interested to-niglit 
their enthusiastic pursuit of wealth, and amazing dis- in ohserving the comet, wliieh cloudy nights have 
2 *egard of Heaven. How interniinablo and salutary are hitherto kept invisible, llerc w(; are, calmly gazing at 
the thoughts thou ijisj)ireFt, t)cean ! wliolhcrwt! regard the identical tiling, which, by its amazing hrilliancy, 
thy age, thy heaiitii's, thy wrath, thy silence, thy trea- spreadsneh inn\'ers;il panic in 1 lod. All Biiropc seemed 
bures, tliy services to man, tliy praise to (lod, or the to believe that the day of judgment was at hand. The 
scenes w'hicli liave been acted on thy surface! pope (('alixtus 111.) pai'took of tlie alarm. Ordering 

But while wo thus muse and speculate, the glories of all chureh hells to l)e rinig every day at uooii (a prac- 
bunset fade into sober grey, the billows take a deejicr tiec which has since widrly prevailtal), lie ri’ijnired all 
tinge, stars nmltiply, and soon we stand beneath a hr- good ( hristiaiis to say the Avo ?\laria’ tiu iia* a-dav, 
inamont glowing with t(.*u thousand tires. Hero are with tliis addition — >\{rr ns fromlhr ihe f)cvif, 

vaster, suhlhiier, fiehls fur thoiiglit. and ihc Conicf,'^ lie w i-nt fartlu r, and had the comet, 

Hail, Souive of JJeing! l.'niscr.-.tl Suit in regular form, exeomniunieati'd trvery day ! But t ho 

Of hoavai and oai-tli ! Jlv^-ntial l’tv;s iKv, ! patient luininary tilled tin; collers of its glu>st]y aiiallic- 

To Tlu>c J bead tJio Jaioc; to 'rtieoiiiy fli'i.iKiit '. inatisei’f-. 1 ncaleiikihle treasiires were poun.-d into the 

('ontiiuial climb; who. witli a m.M.stor lumd, of piarsts from the guilty and the afl'righlod ; and 

lla.'.t the gnat whole iai(> iKT;c(.Li..nt«aieh* .l.” tlm vililieil comet, holding on the evmi tenor td‘ his 

flow ennobling and purifying is the study of astronomy ! way,” passeil out of .‘-iglit. It has app(‘;n.'.Ml eveiy 
How delicious the (Jhri.stiairs hope of soon rouiuing seveiity-tivo ytars .since that time (tljoiigh with dlnii- 
among these works of iniinite wisdom and jiowei*, ever ni^3l!cd Itrighlncss), ;ind seimiee, tiie handmaid of r. li- 
learniiig, adoring, rejoicing, iuijivoving; ever hecomhig gion, has now luadi' it an objeeL of calm calculation and 
more full of Gmi, and of glory, and of j<iy! ennolded pi<*ly. 

1 ought to mention, that ou the i’fltii Septendier we We luiAcfor some d.ays had n eoiitinual tempcniliire 
liad a meeting to agree upon .some general measures for of about bO '. With an awning o\or the deek, and our 
the prolitable employment of our time. Jt wa.s unanl- 1 thinnest clothos, we keep eomiorUiLle on deck, tJiuugh 
iiiously agreed, tliat iu addition to our daily ftimily ’ liardly so below. 

worship, prayer-meetings should 1)0 held every .Sunday | *27. — Am nearly well, ihougii not yet aide (o })artaK«: 

and Wediie.-<day evenings ; that the biellireii officiatt} | of common bH^k 'i'hanlv.s io my gracious kord, pa^t 
alphabeticjilly at public worshij) ou deck, and in a.sking sulierings have m.il laa ii so nifex’ly nnimproved, ;is to 
a blessing during one day at table; that the monthly j>erinit me now' lo be eithc. i* rorrlilcd or ipiorulouMunkr 
concert of prayer be held at tin? same hour as the other tlie enduraneo of e\ il, so called. 1 le< l that repeated 
evening meetings ; that 1 sliould deliver on Thursday aillietions come not as liglitnings on the .scathed tree, 
evenings a course of lectures on inissieiis, missionary blasting it yet more, but as the strokes of tlie sculptor 
measures, and missionary lields ; and that lirother on the marble bloi k, forming it to rlie image of life and 
Sutton should deliver occasional lectures on modern lovidiness. f.ei hut the divine presence he felt, and im 
mythology and the state of the lieatheii. j lot is iiard. Let me but si'e liis luiud, and no event is 

12. — Head-winds, tbe past tim e or four days, ]ia\e 1 u i welcome, 
kept us pitching sharply, and put all our invalids again | I'hiiiiAV, .*'•0. Tin' monotony of a calm (for the trade- 
011 the sick-list. To-day wu! have a fair wind, which has j Avind lias already failed ns) has been agrei^ably reli<?ved 
already smoothed the sea, and oii«r friemls are better. | ycslerda^ ami to-day l>y the neighliourliood of two sliip.s, 
AVe are within twelve ('r thirteen degrees of the ('ape much larger tiian our own — oncKiiglish, theoiluvr Anie- 
Verds, but expect to go much nearer, thougli not pro- neaii. The ilnglish .ship (the John iittny^ of London) 
bably in .sight. lj;t.s 2(»(t convicts for Sydney, in New' Soutli Wales. 

Sunday, (J(T. 1}}, — ( j’ossed the tropic of (.'anecr. Not Tlioy swarmed on the wliohi decl:, and in the riggingj 
being able to coininuud voice enough tojireach on d.ec; , wliiJe men under arms stood sentry ov'in’ tliem. There 
1 attempted it this evuiing, by general reitne.st, in the w'cre jirohahly some troops also on board, as there wi re 
cabin. Other brethren pevfonnod all tin devotional several oliieel’s ou the (jiiartm’-deck, and a line hand ui 

exercises, but my tbroat hoHen'd coii.siderably. It is music. This was politely mustered yesterday, when 
remarkable that we liav'c not yet met the north-east wo wore as near as we could .safely sail, and jikiyed lor 
trade-wind, wliieh prevails generaily as high as 2.*>' . an hour or two very delightfully. As the iiiiaue swelled 
But H6 who sent iL-i will dve u.-. .vi’ch .spc-d as ideases and died away in heaving and exquisite g^idcncos, now 
hh... g.iy, now plaintive, and now rising into marshal pomp, 

23.-^Have been ciuiIiiiimI to my bed with an athmk it not only' relVeslicd, and .soothed, and exhilarated, 
on the bowels, which on Monday laid a seven* bold uj. n but awakened trains of not nnproritablc thoukdit. 'I'hey 

me. now about, but able to cat nol - .iug but a belonged lo our fatiier-land ; they came from tiio noblest 

little gruel. The tender care and eympatliy of nation earth ever saw; they were but lately arrayed 

briilfcpn, and still more of the sisters, is very sweet* against us in horrid war ; tlit^y bore to a distant homo 
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ft motley crew of reftned and vulgar, educated and 

any oj , 

ill exile finish an inglorious life, and meet Ihc second 
death? Or, will some faithful preacher find them 
there, under wlioso admonitions they may recover 
earthly honour and find eternal life? Oh that their 
native land may long remain tlic pillar of freedom, the 
source of noble missionary endeavour ; that her stupen- 
dous navy may rot in peace ; that this ship may liavo 
souls born to God among her crowd ; and that the 
eonvict colony may soon be a part of (.'lirist’s precious 
clnirch ! 

'I’he American ship was tin* Canmfa, of New York, 
Captain Hicks, a noble ship, wh.osti sailing greatly sur- 
passes ours. Wo went on board, and s|)ont half an hour 
Aery pleasantly. 

Mondvy, Nov. !2 — A perfect calm yesterday enabled 
me to preach on deck, livery person on board was 
jircsent, except tlic man at tlie wheel, and one sick in 
the forecastle. Our national flag wrapped round the 
capstan made aroniantie, pulpit ; while anotlier, extended 
across the sliij) just hiihiiid my hack, from tins awning 
tf) the deck, made iis a heaut'l'ul tabernacle, and g.ave a 
clianning aspc’ct of cohipaetness and sociability to oiu* 
little convoc,ation. Oil that (hx I warn hi bless the endea- 
vour to the souls of oiir uiieonverted fellow-voyagers ! 
We often converse with the iiKsi iiidivi<lually ; but 
tliongli they rec-eivi' remarks with kindness, and S(*em 
toiiossoss many good qualities, 1 perceive no particular 
anxiety on the sn))j(n't of religion r<*sting on tlie mind 
of a»iy of them. Tin' brethiam and sisters* secan truly 
prayerful for their eonversion. This was peculiarly 
iiianifest this evening at our monthly concert of prayer, 
and is shown at all onr social meetings. 1 visit the sick 
sailor fre«|uently, and carry him little delicacies, hut 
his extreme suljV'rljjgs ai'e as vet fruitless of spiritual 

Tmnenrw, o. -lleached the south-east trn<lo-wind 

end are going gaily with a steady l.'nu'ze at the rate of 
seven miles an hour. Those wlio lia\e not been to sea 
can scaretdy realise tlio t'xhilaration of spirit piaxluced 
by a strong favouring wind, aftei' wearisome delays. \\\ 
liad scarcely made .any advanci'for ten day:!, and were 
ahnost weary (d‘ delay, ^V]len wc had w ind, it was in 
s(‘\(!r(' squalls, acconi]>anie(l with heavy slmwers. 'J’hc 
niaji'sty of a far sliarp S([ualls, however, repays om; 
for the (hinger they may iiivolve, ami femjds tlie timid 
passenger to ])rave the w imhind a wetting for the plea- 
sin' of the sight. la, ery sluggish sjiilor is eoinerted 
instantly into a hero, l ivi ry order Is obeyed on the run 
'i'lie lofty (lisjilay of canvass w hich had been flapping 
agiinst tlie nnists, is rapidly redni’isl as the th.reateniiig 
elmnl draws on. Kegarclle.ssof the linge drojiswliich now 
begin to descend, the captain stands at the wi'atbcr bid 
w.arl;, peering tln’ougli half-closed lids into tl-e gathering 
gloom, fitful gusts Jierald lilt! approaching gale. Mort 
canvasF* is tak<?ii in, tlie waves are lashed to foam, tin 
wind howls tliroiigli the rigging, tlie builv-lieads cre.ak 
mul strai'A, tlu‘ ship careens to tlo' water's edg<*, an * 
the hiigt! spray springs over tin’ wi.alln. r liow ; tliei 
conies tlie rain in torrents, the mahi-sail is furled, th- 
spankt'v brailed u]>, and the man at the wliocl is chargei 
to ‘hnind his wcatlier helm.’’ Jr^ooii tlio whole force ti 
tli(( blast is upon us, Hard up»I” roars the captain. 
“ Hard up, sir 1” responds the wateb.ful ]ieh».sinan. riie 
nolde thing turns In r back to the tromemlous iqiroar, 
JUid away w e scud, conscious o^‘ safety and tliriiling with 
emotions of siihliniity. 

Tlie rush is over. The dripping seamen tetpand 
tigiiin tiie venturous caiivas.s, the decks are swabbed, 
the tropical swn comes out gloriously, we pair oiir.sc'lves 
to pronienadi’, and evening smiles fi()m -,,!den clouds 
that speak of day-glad(h‘ned r<’alms beyond. A rd now 
the rolling billows, di.srolK'd of their foaming glitte-^, 
qoiot tliciii.selvcs for the repost; of nigld, ivliiio the 
bloused moon beams mildly from inid-licaven. 


“ Tlion art, oh God ! the life and light 
Of all this wondrous world wo see ; 

Its glow by day, its smile by night, 

* Are but reflections caught from thee. 

■Where’er wo turn, thy glories shine, 

And nil tilings bright and fair are thine." 

Friday, Nov. G. — Just before sunset emssedthe eqiia- 
or, in longitude off" W., forty-five days from Boston ; 
laving sailed by log 404 0 miles. Among the improvc- 
nent.s of recent years is the abrogation in most ships 
)f the absurd and inhuman practices which used to 
irevail at this point of a voyage, in regard to such as 
crossed the line for the first time. Strange that a cus- 
tom .so barbarous should ever have existed, more 
strange that it still is tolerated liy some captains, and 
almost incredible that Christian missionaries and vene- 
rable father.s in the chureli should not he exempt. But 
two or three years since, two young missionaries from 
England to India wei-e subjected to its full rigours, and 
even Tyerman and Bennett did not wholly escape, 
Alas! how many proofs there arc of our slowness to 
‘ *arii to love onr neighbour as ourselves. Our captain 
pei*mitt(;d nothing of the sort, and remarked that the 
sight of these inflictions early detcuanined him, that if 
ever ho became master of a ve.ssel, he would utterly 
forbid them. 

Numerous birds, but of what species I cannot learn, 
liave been around us for several days. Sometimes wo 
are surrounded by thcmi in flocks of several kinds, gene- 
rally v(‘ry large, ’riie lino brisk tradi'-wiiid we now 
enjoy, imparts a diiightful coolness to the air on deck, 
though it is difli(!ult to he comfortable below. Thermo- 
meter 7.0'" to }w>'. 

!). — I’or some days wo have been indulged with 
aquatic novelties, which servt; to vary our monotony, 
and ereat(! tojiics for our many joiiriialisers. Bl.ick- 
tish, bonetas, flying-fish, dolpliins, porpoises, gulls, Ac., 
summon oiir new voyagers to the side, mid (;xcite no 
little interest. I'lnse are so ahiimiantly described in 
elementary books, that no description of them need be 
given h(‘re. W<; found Iho dolphin vi'ry good eating, 
white, dry, and resembling tin; pike, or pickerel, in 
Tile deserij>ti()n« of the flying-flsh wliieh I have 
read are not correct in stating tliat tlioy ban; no power 
ri'ally to ily, but only spi'ing from tlie water, and, guid- 
ing tliemselves witli tludr Imge pectoral fliis, keep up a 
little wliile, in the direction of the w ind. We often see 
them aetually flying, and skimming up and down, ac- 
euimiRukiting tlienuselvi's to the waves, and going sixty 
or seventy yards at a time, but generally in a direction 
from till' ship, which th<‘y seem to think is somo enemy. 
P<»«>r things ! tliey h'aJ a jirccarlons life ; for many, 
both of tlie w.itery an J feathered tribes, make them a 
constant prey. 

Last evening caught a hoohv sida)^ and 

to-day I .Micci'eded in getting a AIoTln r ( an y’s chicken, 
or .stormy ]>etrel {pmer/.'dritr pr/aaicu), by trailing a 
thread in which w ings became entangled. The booby 
sat doggedly on tie' miz/.en royal yard, and, as the mate 
approached him, kept edging off till he got to the very 
end of the .spar, but l/uuid not fly, and suffered himseif 
to be caught. As they will ])ite severely when attacked, 
lie w.as suddenly s(!i/,ed by the neck and brought below, 
lie hasremaineil on deck all day, Avithout attempting to 
fly, and looking as si upid as possible. The stormy petrel is 
about tlie si/e of a small robin ; dark browai, with a broad 
circle of while at the root of the tail ; black, hooked bill ; 
long, slender legs ; and ample, w'cblied feet. Fond of 
the bits of grease, Ac., thrown over in the slops, they 
folhnv us often whole days, and in large numbers. Not- 
! withstanding the scorn W'ith Avhieh the proj)osul w'as 
' received, I had the petrel broiled, together with slices 
from the breast of the booby. They were both pro- 
tioimced excellent by all who could bo prc\ ailed upon 
to taste them. As the plumage of both birds was irf 
fine order, 1 preserved and stuffed tlieir skins. 

Nov. 11. — Saw this evening the Magellan clouds. 
Tnste.-id (*f ])cing always at the w.nter's edge, as Colonel 
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; be eJmost vertical ae we paae round the Cape. We 
j^h perceive but two, both bright ; but it is said there 
is ft third one, dark. TJiose wo see are oval, about tno 
size of a cart-wheel to the eye, and exactly resembling 
the milky waj'. It is supposed by astronomers that 
' they consist of just such a collection of stars as form 
that beautiful pathway across the heavens. The present 
residence of the younger Herschel, at the Cape of Good 
Hope, with liis stupendous instruments, will doubtless 
furnish the learned world with some new and important 
facts in regard to these famous clouds.” 

The clearness of the atmosphere in this region is 
very strildng. So pure is the air, that the stars shine 
with a glory not inferior to tliat of our most resplendaiit 
jiorthern nights. Jii one respect, they transcend oven 
those, viz., the visibility of stars down almost to the 
very horizon. Shooting-stars are numerous, and of 
groat apparent size. Delicious weather, smooth water, 
ftud tine winds, make up thu monotonous hut attractive 
scenery of our oveniiigs. 

“ Such beauty, varyiiiff in tho llglit 

Of gorgeou.s nature, cannot be pourtrayed 
By W(»r<ls, nor by tho pimcii's bileut skill; 

But is the pro|«‘rty of alor.c 
Who have bebehl it, notc^d it Avitlj c?ure, 

And in tJieir minds recorded it with lovc.“ 

The comet has become more gloriou.s, and its train 
is visible to the naked eyi', stretching upwards, almost 
a fourth part to the zenith. Seen through the ship’s 
glass, it is luilf the sixo of the moon, and of a dazzling 
brightnes.s, resembling Jupiter. It appears low in tlie 
west, and sets about half juist nine. 

Thursday, 12. — Had tlie groat pleasure, to-day, of 
sending letters directly to Dostou, by the .ship Susan^ 
Captain Jennings, from Rio Janeiro, .Judging by .ap- 
pearances tb.at .she was an Atnerican vessel, and bound 
for the United States, we eheelv(Ml (jiir way tio meet her, 
and finding our iiope.s eoiilirnied, asked the captain to 
heave to, ami take letters, which he readily di<l. 1 had 
seven nearly finished, and, among us all, inadc! i.ipnu»re 
than sixty, W'liicli will gladden our friends, by a-s.suring 
them that we are, so far, all well. .Sucdi o|»j»ortuniti( s 
are very rare at sea, and we le< 1 grateiul tliat our 
friends will tlms be able to hear from us seven or eight 
months before (lioy could from Calcutta. 

We are now in south latiLiule lo^" df', and west longi- 
tude d2® 20', going so\en miles (or knots) an hour, d;iy 
and night, fanned and fi>r>sard« d by the invaluable 
trade-wind. There are on the globe two trade-winds ; 
one north of tho equator, for ever blowing from the 
north-ea.st, and the other .south of the equator, and 
blowing a] way.s from tlui .south-east. ^J’hey extend about 
28 degrees eacb side of the equator, but a<ivam!e and 
recede several d»>greeB according as the sun is north 
or south of the line. They blow with suflieieut force 
to propel a ve.s.sel generally about seven miles an hour, 
and with sueii uniformity, that for many days a ship 
scarcely alters a ri>pe ; and are attended with delightful 
weather. Tiiey extend (juitc round tho globe, exeep 
where tlie action of the sun on mitoses of lard, or high 
islands, obstructs it for a limited .space. They ai’c gene- 
rally attributed to tlie rarefaction oi tlie air, under (he 
path of the sun, cnu.sing an influx from towards tlie 
poles. The wind thus created is drawn westward )>y 
the combined action of the sun in its path, and the rapia 
^rotatory motion of the earth, d'he north-east trade-wii.d 
' gtopl^ short of roachirg the <.«|uator by several deg- 
and is less regulai ami strong, whicli is attributed to 
the great contmetiun off tlie Atlantic between Africa 
and Brazil, and to tho g. laor quantity of land in the 
Bortheru hcmispliere, p oflucing ;,n amount of rai’efae- 
tion which allow's le.s.-’ cold air .'■n* the supply ef the 
tropics. At the We.'^t Indies, iiie iu gj of ocean 
^ the eastward gives uiiiformity to the tivid: vviud; 
and hence the term Windward Islands.” \N hutever 

; * Author of the theory that the intcrioi: of tl ^ .uih U IjoIIow 

ai'bd iuhab'toih 


may be the $eoM tKixm of theMi gmt imd j^rpetnal 
phenomena, we oertahily owe the g^at Flnnt iinm un- 
speakable thanks; for they impart most important 
benefits. 

November 19.«— Another severer shaking of my clay 
house has been reminding me a^in of the Master’d 
warning, " Behold, I come as a thief!” An attack of 
cholic on Monday, reduced me in a few hours to extre- 
mity. It was more violent than most previous attacks 
but yielded sooner. Precious days, however, have these 
been. What fresh and endearing benefits do sicknesses 
impart I No height of worldly honour, or richness of 
bodily enjoyment, would iuduco mo to part with tho 
salutary iessojis derived from even one of tliese attacks. 

We have now probably bid farew'ell, for the present, 
to wiiivn weather, being in latitude 30®. Thick clotlie.s 
are in requisition, and tho thermometer ranges from 
(>0® to 65®. It will probably remain cold with us for 
five or six weeks, perhaps more. We had the pleasure 
to-day, for tho first time, of seeing Cape pigeons, and 
that kind of aquatic birds, the albatross {diomedea 
e,ruhnii). These, with gannets, molly mawks, boobies, 
pintadoes, and other birds for which those on board 
have no name*, are almost constantly round the ship. 

S.\TUiiDAY, 21 Well enough to be on deck and enjoy 

the tMlni and delicious vernal sun. Tin? present season 
in this latitude nearly corresponds with our Mav at 
home*. At evening, after watching a gorgeous .sunset, 
1 was sitting in the round-house to avoid the dew, wlien 
cries of admiration called me out ; and there was Venus, 
queen of all stars, gradually de.sceiiding into ocean, 
unobscured by mist or cloud ! Nothing could benutre 
beautiful. It gave a strong proof of the exceeding 
purity of these skies. 

'J'ln'RsDvv, 26. — Feasted our oye.s with tho .sight of 
“luiul,” which for sixty-live days wo have not dune. 
But imagination had to spread tlu; haiujuet ; for few of 
us would have sn.-pecled that nvo saw land, had we net 
been told .so. The dim, cbnul-luoking crags of 'JTi.slau 
(rAcnnha showt.d theii* (juestu.nable oiUline au^id fogs 
and rolling mists, for about an liour, and then left us 
to .sjieiid another sixty-live d.iys, or imu'o, beloro we 
again st^'G aught hut sky and water. This lonely spot 
is occupied l>y but a single faHiily of fifteen or twenty 
persons. 

C'apo weather’ is no\v upon us— -foggy, damp, and 
cold, but- with a noble \vi*sterly gale, driving us on inag- 
uificenily. <Jur pronu-nadi'S on deck aro suspended; 
but the (juol weather enabk-.s us to sit in our .state-rooms, 
and the priviieg(} of nnreslricteil retirement makes 
amends for the ab.sencc of many othcr.*^. 

.Saturday, 28. — .Succcodi'd, this morning, in harpooir 
iiig n porj’oiso {dclphirifis phorania), and getting it on 
board. It measured seven feet in lengtli, and more than 
three feet in girth ; of a pure white under the belly, 
and ricli lead colour on the back ; with largo fins on 
each side, near tin; liead ; and tlu> nose long and pointi d, 
not unlike that of a hog. This latter /c«ture is no doubt 
the riMsou vvliy in French, Italian, and German, the 
creature is called hog The Hpoiit-hole i.s not on 

the crown of the head, as is said in the I'lncyelopicdia 
Americana, but quite forward of the brain, on the snout, 
and d'vid(‘d, by a stq»tum of solid bone, into two oval 
apex'lures, each capable of admitting a finger with ca.'^e. 
'j’ho Iiarpoon entered its heart, so tliat it never moved 
after being brought on deck. Its blubber (that is, the 
coat of fat lying under the skin) was stripped off for 
lump-oil, and tlie carcass hung up for food. Tho kid- 
neys exactly resembled a i)iiit of small grapes enclosed 
in a tliiii, transparent pellicle. The rapidity with which 
thdse creatures .sw'ini is astoiii.shing. J nstead of tumbling 
and rolling lazily, as in smooth weather, they seem to 
gather spirits with a breeze, playing back and forward 
across tlie bows, though Iho ship is going eight or ten 
niilue an hour. Their movements indicate perfect ease 

and gaiety, and not unfrequently they leap wholly out 
of the water. ^ 

AVe had sifarcely done with the porpoise, when ^ 
sail” wuB amiounced. We soon came near enough to 



perceive that lehe had a whale alongaido, from which 
were hoistieg the laet eheete of blubber, and soon 
aW cut adrift the carcass. It floated by us at a little 
distance, covered with huge and ravenous birds pulling 
it to pieces, while a multitude of smaller ones swam 
around, picking up the scattered fragments. We soon 
apoke the ship, and found her to be the Samuel Rohert- 
m of New Bedford, out ninety days. The captain 
politely oftered to send a boat if any of us wished to 
gratify our curiosity, and several of the gentlemen 
gladly availed themselves of tho opportunity. They 
found her a temperance ship,” in fine order ; and 
after spending half an liour, and leaving some tracts, 
newspapers, &c., returned with a present of two fine 
albiitrosses, measuring cloven feet across the wings. 
Unaccustomed to injury from man, they sct?me(l nowise 
affrighted, and sat quietly on dock. Their long wiiigs 
and short legs render it impossible for them to rise in 
flight from a flat, solid surface. When provoked, they 
snapped violently at tho person, uttering a shrill, loud 
sound, not unlike the braying of a mule. Tiicy canm)t 
stand up on tlun’r feet a minute, but continue squatting 
as on the water. In walking, their awkwardness is 
really ludicrous, while their enormous palmated foot 
conies down each time with a heavy slap, 'f hough the 
largest of all aquatic birds, they fly with great ease, 
seldom moving the wing ; now skimming gracefully 
.along the surface of the water, adroitly ctniforming to 
its undulations, and now soaring aloft like uii eagle. 
They are continually seen in this region, hundreds of 
miles from land, and at night repose at pleasure on the 
surface of the dec)). They prey upon flying fish, 
sjiawn, niolluscte, dead carcasses, and are generally 
in good condition. 

SiJNOAY, — Fur an cnliiv we(?k we have gone six 
or seven miles an hour, day and night, on our exact 
course, enjoying mi 1<1 weather, hut wdth exeehsLve dews, 
'fills morning, at sunrise, tlu; wind lulled to a three-knot 
Ireeze, and lias continued so all day, giving iis a fine 
op))ortunity for worshi)). It is remarkable, that as yet 
every Sabhatli but one. has been calm, and pleasant 
enough for service on d(.*ck'. 

An iincmnmon seem* lias hoeij bdovc ns all tlay. 
From daylight till <lark w<* havi* been sailing through 
vast mullitudes of tlie ‘‘ I’ortugnese rnaiwtf-uar,” 
iholothuria pbpsalh)^ though we have gone forty mih*s. 
Tliey extended on every siih; as far as the eye could 
ri-ach, varying in .size from that of the palm of the 
hand to that of a finger nail, and close enough to 
avor.nge, prebably, one to every two cubic fi'et. Wo 
readily laiught .some in a basket. Tliey art: cdliplical in 
sliajie, about as thick as common pasteboard, with a 
.•-ail of the same thickiu>s, I'xteiiding diagonally from 
one end to the otlier, 'fhis position of their sail makes 
tiiiin always .seem to he sailing “ on a wind, ^ and not 
dire ctly before it. Beneath is a cavity, cmTcsj)oiurmg 
to tile base of the sail. The interior of this is filled 
witli small .short tubes, like mouths, and fn>in the edge 
of it hang numerous long tentacles, like roots. 'Fhe sail 
is white, and file body, or horizontal part, of a hi antilul 
silvery lead colour, inclining to a deep blue at the eir- 
euinfereiice, and taking on an edge tint of rose, afou* it 
has been kept some time in a glass. 1 1 ha.s neither 
hone.s l/or shell. TIic sailors consider it ixii.Nonons to 
tile touch ; but I handled them (cautiously at first, of 
courst;) without any ill (effect. 

Our Bible-class continiicB exceedingly iu Leresting, and 
generally holds nearer two bmirs than one. It costs 
me, however, more €?flort than I anticipitcd. The 
tjueations asked by such a class are no! of ready solu- 
tion. All take u iloep interest in it, and prepare them- 
selve.s by study. We us*' no text-book. 

Tuesday, Dec. 1. — liust evening, a sail wa.*j descried 
directly astei*n, which, by three o'clock thi.s morning, 
proved to be the f roiii London to Ceylon. They 

passed ahead; but tho wind dying away, they after 
breakfast put ofl* a boat, and the eaptaio (JStephens), 
Colonel Maephersonjof the Ceylon regiment, a .surgeon, 
and several young officers^ catuc on boiu’d. Lear:*inS 


from them that the Rev, Mr Hardy and wife, Wesleyan 
missionaries to Ceylon, were on board, Mr Sutton and- 
myself, with two or three of the brethren, went to him, 
and had a pleasant interview. On returning, we found 
our captain had rigged my arm-chah* with nice tackle, 
to the yard-arm, and was prepared to give the ladies 
an excursion. The two boats took them all, and they 
remained an hour with tho ladies in the Tigris, during 
which a genteel repast was served to them. Our first 
visitors remained with us, and took luucli. From Colonel 
M.acpherson, wdio had served in the Burman war, I 
learned a few particulars respecting that people, and 
also the Shyaris, for whom I feel deeply interested. 

During tho .absence of the ladies, wo observed an 
encounter between a humpbacked whale and a thrasher. 
'J’hc whale seemed greatly lu’ovoked, floundering, and 
blowing with violence, while tho thrasher adroitly 
evaded the stroke of liis flukey, .sometimes by leaping 
entirely out of tho wat(n\ J ’resent ly after these com- 
batants disappeared, lour or live other wlialcs were seen 
rolling and playing w'ithin one hundred yards of the 
ship, their hacks rising live or six feet out of tho water, 
while, ever and anon, us tlu«y dosoondod, thoir broad 
tails rose high into view. Towards evening, a hreezo 
sprang up, the Tigris passed on, and wo parted company 
with tho rogr<*t of sovonul noiglihours. 

‘J.^. — In iatiUnJlp 87'" 80', lougitndo 70'’ east. Never 
had ship a finer run than ours since \vc loft the equator. 
We got up to latitude 80'" ou tin- 'j8d ult., being then 
ill longitude \v(;st. Wo have thus run niiioty-threo 
degrees of longitude in ihirty-thri.'o day.s, and have 
jiasscd the (’a|)o willieut tho semblance of a .storm. It 
being nearly mklsniuinor hero, we have had mild though 
damp weather, the theriiioiiioter never sinking below 
oO'k 

T had no concojitiou that “ doubling tho Capo of Cood 
IIo)»o” meant passing near tho coast of Souili America 
I to a higlior Uililudo than tho Ca))o, aiul then proceeding 
as near as p'jsMb" in a straigl't iint.; six tliou.'M.nd mites 
(*a.stwaril, botoi'i ‘ turn norilnvard again ; in iliomcaii 
time not coming witliin one humlroil ami tifiy or two 
hundred miioo of (.’aix.'. But buch is the course 
roiut<“r»’d m.'cv.sary by tlic* trade-windy. Persons 
omharlJng f«»r India at any tin:o except from about 
till' fii>t **f Oelolier !•> the lirst of damiary, ought to 
h(? )»i‘()vi(U'd witli Ilamu'J^ for tive or six weeks’ use. 

jl.avlng fomid the flesh of our jiorpoise exceedingly 
delicate, we liavo sunght cvi'ry op'jioriunity to harpoon 
aiiolhcj*, but without success, lili yoHrerday, when wo ‘ 
w'ehanuod one on d».-ck. All agree that they never ate 
more delieious nu'at lliau this is, after it has been kept 
a *lay or two. It. has no resemidaueo to tish iji ajqjcar- 
aiice or tasi«* ; but. w hen eookod, is of a dark ce.loiirlike 
v*‘nlson, and eats like tlu; teiideres!. Iieef. Tho liver is 
• *'ry tin*', Tiii^. )iorpoise was instantly recognised as 
oi’a ilitferent .•species J rom the oilier, though of the kind 
usually caugiit in this region. It had a strong, thick, 
colter-shaped tin on tin; back. The liglit colour of the 
belly was ditfusiMi t)ver the back lewariis the tail. Tho 
other, whieli the sailors calKxl Cape Horn porpoise, 
luul in) till ou the ])aeU, and was of an uniform dark 
colour tho whole lei^glli of i‘a; hack. The captain as- 
sures us that tl;e ))orpoi:sc3 wliich tumble about in our 
bays are quite e<|ual to tlic.so for food. It is a pity, in 
this case. That tliey arc nut hvougiit to market. Being 
easily taken, tliey w ould form at once a cheap) and dcli- 
ciou.s food,' besides the advantage of the oil, Pci-haps 
they are not kept suflicieiiily long to become tender. 

.J.\m:auy 1, 1H3G. — Our iliie run coiitinuos. For 
fifty- four days past our progres.s has averaged F72 miles 
a-d*ay, which is seventy miles more thanthi' average of 
the first forty-livo days. Wc now sem no albatrosses, 
and few' birds of any kind, no wluiies, no ships. Tho 
reflection that as we walk the deck, we can turn 110 whore 
;.i\d look towards home, that friends ami countrymen 
arc beneath our feet, and that tho thickness of the globe 
divides us, makes this new' year’s day memorable. 
Absence indeed it is, Avheu one can get no furtlier from 
his coiuitry. 



MoNbAiTi 4^ Aecoi^Inff to pluvious Agreement^ inr« 
obserirfld tiiiB afl a day of fasting And prayer^ as is adne 
by ^ many associations at home, having reference to 
our own spiritual improvement and the advancement 
of true religion over all the eartli. Had a prayer- 
meeting from ten to half past eleven, a. m. At one, p. m., 
1 preached in the after-cabin from Habakkuk iii. 2 — 

Oh Lord, revive thy workl” and in the evening we 
Observed the usual concert of prayer. I trust the 
season was not wholly lost to us. But, alfis! how 
strongly are we reminded at the close of a day so desig- 
nated, that our righteousnesses arc as filthy mgs.” 
ATy throat suffered less than it has hitherto from similar 
exei*tions, for which 1 am truly thankful. Wo had a 
filiglit breakfast and supper, but dispensed with dinner. 

Wj 5 I>nesday, (>. — Were visited yesterday by an enor- 
mous shark. We were going but at the rate of two 
knots (miles) an hour, and some men were at work 
over the side, wdiose feet occasionally dipped in the 
water, and it is possible this may have drawn him. He 
was about thirty feet long, and four or five broad, the 
head flat, and nearly squarii across the snout. After 
he had accompanied us S(»mc time within eiglit or ten 
feet of the ship, the captain liad the harpoon thrown 
into him. It entered near his head, and passed deeply. 
Por some moments ho seemed unconscious of the wound, 
and then moved off abeam. In vain the sailors litdd 
on to the rope ; it passed irresistibly througli their 
hands till it came to the end where it was made fast, 
and then, tlioiigli an inch in diameter, broke like a 
thread. The sailors call this the Jtis, 1 
am pretty confident, the basking shark (schicfie ma.vxnut) 
of the books, not iinfrcquently seen on the American 
coast, and wliicb greatly resembles a huge ent-lish. Its 
flesh is said to be good eating, and a valuable amount 
of oil may bo got from if. Around him as usual were 
pilot-fish (scnm/irr ductor), slia])cd lik(5 a jiereli or small 
fat herring, and girdled beautifully with alternate rings 
of blue and wbiu\ 

Monday, II. — Preached in my turn last evening, in 
the small cabin, and sufierod still less Ilian before. Pur 
several Sabbaths we have had a separate meeting for 
the seamen at four o-cloek, held in tlie forecastle or on 
the forward deck. 'Phey all attend, and give respectful 
attention. I sometimes eonverso with them individually 
at sunset. They admit the importance of personal 
jiiety, and one or two are serious; hut their great 
objection to giving themselves uj) nainrdUitclif to God 
is, that they cannot maintain a devotional life, situated 
as they are at sea. Alas ! there arc always sonit; to 
scoff at .a religious messmate, and a sailor can bear any 
thing better tlian scorn. Sad are the re.spoiisibility and 
danger of the one sinner [ ///«/] destroifr/h nwrft 

Friday, lo Are at length north of the line again, 

and have been for a <lay or two witliin twenty-four 
hoiiiV sail of Sumatra. Sixteen thousand miles of our 
voyage are now accomplishoil in safety. 1 1 has been 
oppressively lint for a fortnight, with ilaily .showers of 
rain. Some of the gentlemen have refreshed them- 
selves by swimming at the side of the vesnel wlnui it 
was calm, and the captain lias “ rigg(;d up” a nice bath 
on dock lor the ladies, of which tliey ladly avail theni- 

S(‘lvOS. c< 

Jt is pleasing to liave ocular evidence in rock-wccil, 
tropic birds, tVe,, of our a])proaeli to ji urea i 'hersonen- 
sig and Anjentea Jfroin^ as the aiieieiits called Biirmah 
and JSiam. They knew little more of tlie.se regi* us 
than that they existc'd, and few moderns know much 
more. But the eyes of X’hristians are now ^urned on 
these lands with strong benevolence', and the world will 
know not only tlie’r rielicH in gold and sllvc*', in ivory 
and spices, but the couditicu ei tlndr teeming popula- 
tion and ihe character v.m\ te d 'ncies of their 'xdigion. 

missionary shall fee. at home on lumis w hich white 
men know not, and the knowlodg.r of God supplant heir 
gloomy superrtitions. Soon we shall 'say, ITi y hglit is 
come!” 

January Ifl, Sailing to-day only eighty miles 

from the Nicobar Isliinds, aii<l (‘lubaved among pagan 


oQuhtties, makM one ali^ady fttn^ the heathen. 
On these pleasant islands the gospel was long and faith« 
fully dispensed, , and deliberately and finally rejected. 
Mingled emotions of jpityfor the deluded people, and 
admiration of true missionary zeal, force themselves 
upon us, when we remember the struggles and martyr- 
dom of the faithful Moravians on these coasts. Eighty 
years ngo they began by sending six men to convert 
and civilise the people. Others came, as disease made 
breaches in their number. Thirty years long did these 
holy men exert themselves amid both hardships and 
discouragement. Obliged at niglit, in their preaching 
tours, to sleep in trees, or bury themselves in the sand 
of the shore to avoid venomous insects ; often escaping 
as by miracle from alligatox’s, serjxuits, and wild beasts • 
feeding on wretched shell-flsh ; lodged in poor huts; 
and labouring with tlieir own bands fur a subsistence-^, 
they fainted not, nor ceased their toil. But no oar 
gave het'dto their heavtmly message, no heathen began 
to adore the true God, no idol was cast to tlio rnoles 
and the bats. Thirteen of the brethren, with ruined 
health, returned to 'rranqiiebar and died, while elevoii 
more found graves in their little cenuitery. The society 
at length orden'd the only surviving missionary to 
abandon tlic undertaking, and bear his rejected tidiiMfij 
to another people. The lonely labourer, tlierefore, after 
kneeling on the green sod, where lay liis loved compa- 
nions and predecessors, and ottering one more fervi'nt 
prayer for the pitied islanders, loft the eoiintry ( in ITlIT j, 
and “ the voice of frix' grace” has been heard among 
them no more. Oh ye Nicoharians ! how liave yo t)iit 
from you the teachings of Jesus, and counted your- 
selves unworthy of eternal life !” Jbit the light now 
kindling on Jhirmah's slionjs shall strike your silent 
mountains, and walce from your dank valleys the exul- 
tations of the saved, 

Tur.sDAY, 2() Jb‘(?alined. JnggernauFs temple about 

ninety miles distant. Jt is dilficult to abstain from 
gazing over the side ])er])(.'tually at tlie countless 
numbers and variety of jujiiatii; creatures, which, far 
ami neai’, sport themselves on the smooth, warm sur- 
face of tlie sea. Through tlie glass wt^ discern nume- 
rous turtles, ]jufring-pigs, &:c., w hili* nearer at band are 
sharks, dog-lish, sim-lisb, toail-lisli, enttle-ttsli, porcii- 
piiie-fish, snakes, sea-liei', spidiTS, Ac. ; and on cMuy 
fragment of bamboo, or wood, or eoc*oa-nnt busk which 
floats along, arc? various slu'll-fisli, sucktu's, and worms. 
Diflerent parties take tlu^ lioat from time to time and 
row about, getting tine turtles, and picking iq) a great 
variety of creatun.'s, w Inch wo should b(i glad to pre- 
serve, if we had the conveniences. I began my port- 
folio by making drawings of several of the fisln s. B'e 
got six or eight crabs, about as large as a lialf dollar, 
exceedingly lieautiful and various iu their colours, lii 
a pit'Ce of porous wood not exceeding four incln-s S(juare, 
we found jierhaps fifty dittin-ent insects, all, of course, 
new and curious to us. What an opulence of divine 
power and skill is sei'ii in this endless variety of ani- 
TTialed beings ! — all peiTect in their kind — all liajjpy in 
their way — all fiilfiliing some object for which they 
were made. “ Oh that men would praise tlie Lord for 
his goodness and his wonderful works!” 

AioNDAV, Fun. J. — At our conceit of jvraycr this 
evening, it was an .attecting consideration that; on all 
this coast, from (hiltack to Galcutta, not a solitary 
evangelist holds forth the word of life ! Commerckd 
Z(‘al maintains, at great expense, buoys, light-liouscs, 
telegraphs, and pilots, l(?st projierty should lie lost on 
the.se numerous shoals ; but Christian zeal lias not lit 
up the torcli of truth, to save tlic thousands of thcsi.* 
people from the loss of the soul ! How many other 
districts of eitual magnitude are similaidy destitute! 
Oh Zion! thy wealth caiiker.s. Thy worldlinoss in 
expenditure, in fashions, and iu pursuits, oppresses thy 
greatness, destroys thy power, and leaves whole nations 
uiiblest with tliy light ! Oh for some such devotedness 
as men of earth exhibit in tlie ways of pleasure and of 
gain ! Oh that the iiiillionB of money annually wasted 
by professed Christians in the* United States, were 



expendeif hjary io th« clitirc^, but in 6l«vatitig 
from bai?b»ri8m, miaery, and deatb 5 the untaught miU 
lions of heathen ! 

3.^ Yesterday, about eight o’clock, a. m., we got a 
pilot, and are how slowly ascending the Hoogly, hoping 
to find at Kedgeree, about sixty miles up, some con* 
veyance for our friends who are going to ('alcutta. The 
lioat which brouglit on board the pilot was manned 
with nino lascars. My heart melted at this first sight 
of poor idolaters. Compassion and awe have been 
seldom more strongly excited. Looking round on the 
otliers, who stood looking over the ship’s side, 1 found 
my eyes were not the only fountains of tears. To-day 
we have seen many more natives, wlio came oft' to us 
in thc’ir boats. Most of them liave a very small white 
cotton cloth wTnpped round tlunr loins ; some have it 
long enough to cover the shoulders also, when they 
choose to loose it for that purpose ; and a few wt'ar 
turbans of the same mat(!rial : none have any defence 
to the feet. Their complexion is not mucli different 
from that of coloured poo])le in onr Northern states, 
who have not generally the jet coh)ur of Africans. Some 
of the younger ones wtTe not so dark, and had more of 
the red tint of the American aborigines. 'riu?ir stature 
is small, limbs well proportioned, eountcnance intclli- 
goiit, nose aquiline, teeth very w^hite, hair black, and 
inclined to curl. A fishing-boat attached itself to our 
stern as ve lay at anchor, and remained during tlie 
clih tide, in company with anothci*, which had come to 
efier aid in working the ship. It was interesting to 
oljserve the nicety with whicli tliey pre])ared their rice, 
and the enormous quantity they devoured. I should 
judge that each man ate two quarts ; but it was boiled 
dry, ‘Tud lay loose. It is to considered, however, 
that tli(?y eat little else, 'fhey ate with the fingers, or 
rather the hand, pressing together as much as they 
foidd w’ell grasp, and erannuiug as itmcli of it as they 
could into the mouth, letting tlie remainder fall back 
into the dish again ; tlieu })ickiiig up a small morsel of 
fish. It was au ocular proof of tin? propriety of tin 
enstern custom of ‘‘washing hefoi’e meat” — a custom 
which a mere AnuTiean rc’ader might regard as foimdcc 
oil superstition. After dinner, and smoking, they lay 
down to sleep. Untying the cloth round their loins 
they made it answer as a sheet, and the bare deck 
formed their coiicli. Though we find it warm in the 
middle of the clay (tliermonieter in the shade, 7^^') 
tliey all c()ni]ilained of the eoUl, afid laid tlicmselvi's ii; 
th(* full hl.'i/e of the sun. 

The l»oafs are. similar to ours, hut pointed at each 
<‘nd, Iieavier, ainl decked over, so that the rower.s sit 
hat on the floor, or on a very hov stool, liaving tlie oar | 
fastened at the to]) of two small slicks, ahout two feet 
long, set U]) like* tin* lettc’r A. Most of the oars were 
hamhoo rods, with a flat pieec, ahout cigliteeu inelu s 
huig, at tln^ (uid. 'J’liey an* slioi’t, and the row'crs sit in 
l>airs, side fiy side, while the bout is steered hy an oar 
at the stern. 

o. — W(*iit ashore, and, aft<*r visiting the teh*gra]di 
oUicer at this st«i.tion, strt)lli'(l tliiamgh the ]ia/.:iar. \\ e 
found rioe, grain, sugar, milk, eggs, fowls, eocoa-mit 
and imistjird'seed oil, mats, oranges, guavas, liau.auas, 
plantains, shattiuiks (called here prw/i'Af.s), ])ine-apple.s, 
yaiiiH, s\veet potatoes, onions, cabbages, carrots, Irish 
potatoes, lettiiec, N. c. \c., hut no hutelier c. meat. ( ienc- 
I’allv, the prices were vjfjr// elicajun' than with us; hut 
Riich of the articles as do not ])roperly belong to a tro- 
pical climate w(?re of vc*i*y poor c]uality. xMiistard is 
cultivated in largo fields sinqily for the oil, which is 
prized not only for burning but for cookery, and espe- 
cially for anointing oil, in which last mode the consump- 
tion is very great. 

ti — Having parted with Mr Sutton and liis company, 
Y weighed anqlior about two o’clock, and dropped down 
the river, to resume our voyage to Jhinnali. The navi- 
gation here is so intricate as seldom to be attei>»ptc*i at 
b»ght, especially during this iiioiith, when fogs occur 
every night. From midnight till this morning at eiglit 
0 clock, the fog and dew sent down from tlie rigging a 


continual like a smH afiower; A goo^ >ain 

of an hour’s duration would not have wet the ground 
more deeply. What a merciful provision, in a country 
where no rain oeours for bo long a period I A fine 
wind and ardent sun clear the atmosphere about eight 
o’clock. 

Feb, 12.— Just now we have to the south of us the 
Andaman Islands. The chief of these is 1 40 miles long, 
and 2.5 wide, divided, however, in fact, into three islands, 
by channels which extend across the whole breadth. 
This archipelago w’as known to Ptolemy, who calls it 
JnsuJ a; hot! ai fortune He declares the inhabitants 
to be anihropnphngi, which horrid fact is confirmed bv 
late travellers, though it seems they eat human flesh 
only in revenge towards enemies, or when impelled by 
famine, to wlijch they are often exposed. They are 
genuine negroes, and unusually repulsive in ap^icarance, ■ 
having limbs disproportionally slender, protuberant 
bellies, bigh, round shoulders, very large heads, woolly 
hair, thick lips, and sooty skin. The average height of 
the men is about five feet. No two races of men are 
more distinct than this people and the nations around 
them. How tliey came here is a problem not solved. 
The general conjecture is, that a Portiiguese slaver from 
Mozambique was some time w’rocked here, and thus 
jM'Opled the island. Ihit we have llie account of two 
Maliomelan travellers, who journeyed eastward in the 
iiintli century, (JfiO years before J’ortugu(?se ships found 
their way to the Indian Ocean. Their description of 
these ishmdors is quite correct. They say, “ The com- 
])lexion of the people is black, their hair frizzled, their 
coimteiiance frightful, and their feet very large. They 
go quite naked, and eat human fiesh.” Perhaps no 
p(*o]>lo on earth stand lower in the scale of humanity. 
Going utterly naked, and therefore (‘xpo.sed to the an- 
noyance of various insects, they are in the habit of 
daubing tliemselv(*s from liead to foot with mud, whiclf, 
hardening, forms a complete defence, but givc.s them 
a hideous appearance. Their habitations are scarcely 
superior to the lair of the monk(*y. Four slender poles 
stuck into the ground, tied together at the top, and 
covered with leaves, foj'in tlie w hole structure. A few 
leaves scraped into a corner make tln^ bed. Their only 
manufactures are some jioor bow’s and arrows, hardened 
at the end by fin*, or jiointi'd with bone ; and some 
simple fishing-tackle. Addicted to war (!) and kept 
down by scanty food, tlieir numbers amount to less 
than souls. \Mio will go to these J Who will 
carry the torch of truth into that thick' gloom ? Lord, 
send hy whom tliou wilt send! 

1 I. — I’assed not far from the I’rcparis and Narcoii- 
dain Islands. The former is accessihlt* only on the 
ea tern side. It is ahout seven miles long, entirely 
coviTetl with a dense forest, and uninhabited. Monkeys 
and s(]uirvels, said to he the only quadrupeds, are ex- 
ceedingly iminerous. Narcondam is regarded as of 
volcanic origin, and lias on its summit the a])pai*ent 
crater of an exhausted volcano. Its form is conical, and, 
though the island is very small, its height is computed 
at 2.500 feet. It is visible in very clear weather seventy 
inih 

17. — Since leaving Kedgeree, we have held meetings 
every evening with the men iii the forecastle, and are 
rejoiced to find eight out of the ten avowing themselves 
subjects of d(a*]) conviction, and declaring their full 
pnr]n).si* of heart to follow Christ in all his appointed 
ways. We usually preach a familiar discourse, and then 
converse with them personally. Their gradual progress 
has been very perceptible, and so far very satisfactory. 
Several of th(*m pray in our little meetings with groat 
propriety. Three of them gave good evidence of con- 
version, and desire baptism. They arc much the most 
sensible in the crew, and one has an excellent education. 
We hope they will be found true to their new purpose, 
amid the temptations of the future, and redeemed at last 
by the grace of God. 



, chapter.il ■ 

jl^¥i|ll at Amherst. First Sabbath at bfauImaiiL Coasting 
‘^OyagOi Moung*)na>goung* Curiosity of tho people. Wolkover 
the Mountain. Tavoy. Mata. Karens ; their Piety, Liberal- 
ity, Temperance, Gratitude; Letters from young converts 
Churches ; Books. Mergui ; Population ; Chinese ; Mussulmmis 
fmd Christians; Siamese Shaiis; Imi)ortiuit as a missionary 
station. Tena8s<.?rim Islands. Se-lOngs. Storm. Disagreeable 
Insects. Variety of costumes. Karen Juggler, Gravo-yard. 

Monpav, Feb. 21, 183G. — Cast anchor at Amherst. 
Thanks to God for his great mercy in brmgiug us to 
our desired haven in safety and peace I 

Having yesterday scuta line to Mr Judson at Maul- 
main, by a small boat, wc had scarcely anchored before 
Mr Osgood was on board to welcome us. It was a 
joyous meeting, saddened, however, by seeing in bx'othcr 
Oagood'’s face evidence of infirm health, lie brought 
covered boats to take us to Maulmaiu, and at ten o^clock, 
the tide being favourable, we set out, and arrived about 
day-break. Brother J. received us with exultation at 
the aid we brought, and wc were soon comfortably 
quartered — myself at brother J.’s, and the rest at tlic 
houses of brethren Osgood, Hancock, and Vinton. 

Our first Sabbath in this dark land was, of course, 
full of interest. In the morning, wc worshipped with 
the Burman congregation in the zayat. About .seventy 
were present, nearly all Christians. Seldom have I 
seen so attentive and devout an audieiic(3. They sat, 
of course, on tlie ilooi‘, where mats were s})r(‘:ul for 
their accommodation, a largo bamboo, about eighteen 
inches from the floor, serving as a rest to the back. In 
prayer the Americans knelt, and the rest, without rising 
from the floor, loaned forward on tlieir elbows, putting 
tlieir palms together. At tho close of the petition, all 
responded an audible Annni !’’ — a practice truly a[»os- 
tolic, and .strangely discontinued with us. Mr J. 
preached with much apparent eariK.'stTiess, and all lis- 
tened with n- pt attention . .Several iinjuirers were pre- 
sent, some of whom applied for hapti.sm. 

At night, attended at the chapel, where worship in 
English i.s regularly iiiaintaiiied. About one hundred 
wore present, chiefly soldiers. During the whole day 
the gong resouiidod in difh.'rent j)artsof’ the city, and in 
the evening several theatres were opened. W'e wMjrc 
informed that oik-* of tho chiefs was giving a feast cd’ 
seven days, on the occasion of his lust child having his 
ears bored. 

After holding a meeting early on I'donday morning, 
to decide on tho dcstinalion of Mr Davenport, 1 returned 
to the ship, to su])eriiiteiid the discharge of the cargo, 
and got hack in the night on Tuesday, During the 
intervals of loading lighters, I went ashore, and sketched 
Mrs Jiidsoifs grave, and the tree over it. Tlie head 
and foot stone.s are in perfect order, and, vvitli the little 
grave of “ Maria,” are enclose'! in a liglit bamboo fence. 
Themonth of the Sal wen and the bro.ad expanse of ocean 
opens on the left, lit is a holy sjiot, calculated indeed 
to awaken the emotions which the sweet poetess has 
ascribed to the travell(;r. 

Instead of attempting to describe my thoughts and 
feelings as I gazed upon the spot, I will give some 
stanzas written by Mrs Sigouiney^to whom I forwarded 
a copy of the piclm'e, wdih the reijuest that she would 
furnish a few lines. 

HIE llOl'JA HIKE, 

rj-ANTCl) OVKIl THK TiitA VK OK MIIS -AVrf M. JM»So;.. 

“ Best! The liopia tree is 'j[rec* , 

Aiul proudi y M ;ives its leafy screen 
Thy h»-.! t,!jov(r ; 

And by thy side, no nior. tr< weep. 

Thine infant sharoM 1’ c;(‘ntle a .en, 

Thy youngv i bud of mw. 

. How oft its feebly-vvailitK 

Dr^uined unsealed thy w jociif,,! . 

And pained that partin;; hour, 

IVlien pftllid death, with steaUlty tuud, 

ItCHoried tliec on thy fever-bed, 

And proved Ins fatal iKJNver ! 


Ah 1 dd X MO, wjth fadod ohaftt^ - < 

Thy hoad on thiho atm. 

The ‘ Teotffter’ far away?— 

But now, thy mission labours o’eTy 
Host, w*oary clay, to wake no more 
. Till tho great idsing day." 

Thus spake the h-aveller, as lie stayed 
His step within Unit sacred shade: 

A man of God was ho, 

Wlio his lledoemer’s glory sought, 

And paused to woo tho holy thought 
Beneath that hopia tree. 

Tho Salwcn's tide went rushing by, 

And Burniah’s olondlcss moon was high, 

AVith many a solemn star ; 

And wliilo he mused, inothought there stole 
All angtd’s whisper o’er his sold. 

From that pure elimo afar— 

AVlicrc swells no more the heathen sigh, 

Is' or ’iit'ath Uio idol’s stony eye 
Dark sacrifice is done ; 

And whore no more, l>y jirayers and tours, 

And toils of ugonising years, 

The martyr’s crown is won. 

Then visions of tho faith that blest 
’J'Jic dying saint’s rejoicing breast, 

And set the pagan free, 

Onne throii'ting on, ::.erenely bright, 

And eln'cred tlio traveller’s heart that night, 

Beneath the liopia tree. 

Tui’iiDAV, ‘2y — Waitofl, witli Mr on Mr Blundell, 
the commissioner of the province, or governor, as he is 
here commonly called, and on Mr Condaniii]e,tlie secojul 
in oftico. They received ns jiolittdy. and W'ore able to 
aii.swer me many iinjmrtant (lue.stions. Mr Blundell is 
regarded as a skilful and prial<*nt governor, and as 
earnestly desirous of tlie true prosperity of the count] y. 
He estimati's the (utiro population of the provinces 
under his can* ;it less tlian 300,000 souls ; the proviucos 
of Amh(‘rst, 'J’avoy, ’^ eh, and Mergui, at less tliaii 
I00,h00 ; and Arracan at about 200,000. 

Having coiicluded mianiruously, at a full meeting of 
the hrethroii, to call a general convocation of all our 
missionaries who could attend and velum bi‘fove tlie 
rains, it has hecoim.; ncci'ssary that niy visit to Tavoy 
and Mergui should la? made liefore sueli nngding, \vhi(;h, 
in view' of all considcu'ations, w e appointed for tlie 30 l1i 
■ f March. In order to he exempt from tlui delays and 
disap]»ointmejitH alteiidanl on waiting for casual vessel:-, 
we cliartei'tMl a small cutter. Shi> is a tiny craft, of 
forty or fifty tons, hut has a little eahin, wdiich accoiiiiuo- 
dates Mr Abbott''' ;ind myself very well. 

^riie coast [(resents noble niouiitain scenery, but is 
eiitin ly uninliabita)»le, ns is the case also with nume- 
rous islands, and which foj*m almost a continuous chain 
a fc*w' miles from shore. Denso forests cover the whole, 
]»rcseiiting tlirougliout the year a rich and varied ver- 
(lur(*. To avoid lliree, or [lerhaps four, days’ delay in 
;oing round Tavoy point, anil up tho rjvcr, I was set 
.shore, with a few articles of immediate necessity, at 
Moni'g-ma-goung, a small Burman village, eight or ten 
miles walk from Tavi.'y. It stands nearly a mile from 
the shore, with wide paths and good liouses, beautifully 
shaded by noble trees, espi'cuilly the huiiyatlia'or jack, 
a specie's of the hre.ad-fruit. While the necessary pre- 
parations wej*e being ma'ile, I w^aa conducted to the 
cool zayat, and w^as scarcely seated cm its floor ol 
split canes, w'hen a woman brought a nice mat for nui 
to lie on, another presented me with cool w ater, anil 
the head man went and phickiul for me a Jialf dozen ot 
fine oranges. None sought or expected the least re- 
gard, but disajiiiearcd, and left me to my repose. A 
■onsfant succession of children, however^ came to gaze 
t the foreigner, and some women, carrying babes, 
qnatted at a little distance to gratily their curiosity ; 
all, however, behaving with decorum and respect, y* 
a Bui man village, the zayat is the only tavern. D 

^ A feU^w -pusbvnutr from Amwica, ilctitlucd fvr the Karens. 



eotiBisift of a Mih a floor Mined three or four feet 
from the p^rouud, and wide verandas to keep off the sun. 
The quality of the building varies with the wealth and 
generosity of the villagere. Some are truly splendid. 

chairs and tables are out of the question, and as 
every traveller carries his own provision, here is an 
ample hotel. The neighbours readily furnish water, 
and fruits seem free. A little fire, kindled near, cooks 
tlie rice, an bourns slumber follows the unpretending 
meal, and all things are ready for a start. 

After sumo repeso, tlio cooley (or porter) having 
tt<l ju8ted the baggage at the <?nds of a polo, placed it oii 
his shoulder, and walked on as guide. A fter passing 
some patches of pine-apple, and nuiny noble fruit-trees, 
of kinds unseen before, we entered the jungle, and 
began to wend our way over the mouiitiiins, which 
extend along all this coast, and terminate at Tavoy 
Point. Though no rain has fallen since October, th 
foliage was fresh and intense. Tie great and 
small, beamed on ns at every step, and in some places 
filled the air with fragrance. Iminuierablo vinos, 
creeping, climbing, and depending, seemed to inter- 
twine the trees for mutual support. A great varit‘ty of 
parasites clung to the branches, someiiim^s with very 
large leaves, forming a complete and beautiful slioatli 
to the entire trunk, and sometimes seudiiig down long 
stems thirty or forty feet, waving to the bveezo like 
small ropes. The lower portions of tlie inoinitain arc 
of coarse grey granite, the higher parts of some friable 
stone with winch 1 w'as not ue<piaijited ; the soil gene- 
rally a stilf reddish clay. -Near the summit of the 
ountain we sto])ped at a shallow well, and, spreading 
a ch)th on the ground, my servant produced the result 
of his morning cooking on board the cutter, with fine 
cool water, drawn in a joint of bamboo. In the midst 
of our frugal meal, a couple of ponghees came up, fol- 
lo>Yed b} servants la.-aring their baggage, and stop]»ed 
under the shade of the same grc'at tre<i, though on the 
opposite side. After dining, an aiiqile ]>lateful was given 
to th? coolcy, while .Jesse sat down and helped himsc.lf. 
Tlnj }U)or cooh'y took tho plate, and, s<{uaaing down at 
Some distances from the elder priest, reached finwvard 
with great reverence, and prcsent<*(l the whole. 'I'he 
old man and his followers took a little, hut w ith iudifi’er- 
enco. Tlu; bread he smelled, and oxaminetl, and tasted, 
but threw it away, liis palate, I suppose, was not 
adjusted to such a noveliy. 

As w’o sat W'aiting for tluj snu to deeliae, Jesse en- 
gaged the old man in a religiotis discussion. Tiiey both 
j’leaded with gr(?at earnestness and much gesliuv, 
mg ten feet apart. I couM but pray ear- j 
iiestly that the ]ioor gri*y- beaded idolator might be 
convinced of the truth, and my recently-coiivert**d man 
be able to set Jesus savingly before him. I low I longed 
to be able to proclaim to them tho great salvation ! 
The old man at length got. out of ]jatienee, and moved 
oif, followed by his cotnpany. I’he Lord grant that this 
pco)»lo may be inclined to acccj>t the lieavenly boon 
which Americajj (.‘hristiuns are ofiering them ! About 
fcunset arrived at Tavoy, and was most kindly recidved 
by Airs , Mason and Aliss tiardiier, the only missionaries 
now at tile station. 

MAucti 14. — I’ho ten <hiys in this ciry h:ive boon 

much occupied wdth the niissioiiarics i:i hearing state- 
ments, asking questions, exaii'ining accounts, visiting 
schools, giving advifce, and such oiiier ofilcial duties as 
will recur at every station. Such matters do not be- 
long here, and my readers will not expect to find tliem 
In subsequent pages, thou they form, an important 
part of my duties. 

The tow'll and suburbs of Tavoy contain, as I am 
mlormed by the acting governor,* 1845 houses, w'itli a 
population of ,9045 souls, giving a fraction iess than 
Jive to a house. Of these, about two lumdred aro 
Chinese men, generally maiTied, aud, of cours'N to Bur- 

Hr Uichardson. To this gentleman, W'ho baa travelled more 
oxtensively in Burmah aud these pioviiicres tlniii any otlicr Eiuru- 
Pwin hero, I mx Indebted fer niueh viduablc iufonuutio’u 


man females. There are also Malays, Malabars, Mus« 
sulmans, Ac. The streets are in good order, with much 
shade, and exhibit some stir of business. Good vessels 
are built here, atid a regular trade maintained with the 
chief places along the coast from Singapore to Canton. 
This secures bakers, aud many other convenient me- 
chanics. 

The province, exclusive of the city, contains 4768 
houses, and *25,143 inhabitants; or rather over five to 
a house. There aro from thirty to forty criminal con- 
victions per annum. The revenue is more than equi- 
valent to the expenditure of the company in keeping up 
its military and civil establishments, which is said not 
to bo tho case w ith any other of these provinces. The 
number of priests is estimated at about 400. Of nuns 
there arc about 50 ; of whom all I saw w'ero beyond 
middle life, and generally wore the aspect of mendicants. 

The dialect of Tavoy is a sort of obsolete Burman, 
.scarcely intelligible to those who spfMik the pure lan- 
guage ; but no difference exists in w'riting. 

The missionaries at this station are Mr and Mrs 
Wade, Mr and Mr.s Mason, and Miss Gardner. The 
latter alone and Mrs Mason attend to tlui Tavoyers, and 
only in the way of schools. Of these there are gene- 
rally live or six, coiitaiiiiiig about 1 50 pupils. 

Tile nuiiTied missionaries, though obliged to reside 
here part of the year, on account of the unhculthiness 
of the Karen forests during the rains, give their whole 
time and attention to that people, 'flie dry season they 
.spend among tho mountains, sometimes several months 
in a plac(!, particularly at M ata. From April to October 
they remain at Tavoy, engaged in the study of Karen, 
and preparing books in that language, while their w ives, 
assisted by Miss Gardner, attend to boarding-.^chools 
for Karen children, who come to town for this purpose. 

rnblic worship in tho Burman language i,s held every 
1 .Sunday morning, in a convenient chapel, of ample di- 
] mensious, at which tlio children of all tho day-schools, 
with their titaehers, aro re«piired to be pre.sent. Few of 
llio other heathen citizens att«‘iui ; seldom more than 
two or throe; and as there are but five native Christiana 
in Tavoy, the congregation is very small. Some that 
w'ero ba)»lised here, have goiu' to other places. Worship 
is also held every ( veiling at the house of one of the 
luissiouaries, at wliich the native Christians, and pupils 
in the boarding-schools, attend. Seven soldiers have 
been baptist.'d, ))ut all aro now gone, and only a gentle- 
man ill iho inedicail service, and the mi.ssionuries, form 
at this time the Baj)tist coinmunioii in Tavoy. In no 
part of our hold is help more wanted than for the 
Burman department of tho Tavoy mission. 

Two days’ journey from Tavoy, a considerable number 
Karens, converted in difierent places, liave been 
brought together, and formed into a Christian village; 
the iieads of every family being meniber.s of the church. 
'I’heso Christians now amount to about ‘200, and con- 
duct tlieiuselves with exemplary rectitude. By the 
aid of the mis.sionaries, they liavc obtained goats, bul- 
locks, oil-mills, seeds, Ae. ; aud with these, and still 
more hy tli(‘ increased industry they have been taught 
to practise, tlu'y liavo been enabled to cease their 
wanderings, and ac([ifiro many eornforts to which their 
country nieii are strangms. Cleanliness, in wdiich Karens 
are imiversaliy delicimit, has been attained in no small 
degree. The mmi have been exhorted to raise plenty 
of cotton, and the women induced so to apply them- 
selves to spinning and weaving, as to furnish everyone 
of their families with a change of raiment. They now 
Avash their garments often, which before they scarcely 
over did. Their ground under their houses, which 
always used to be receptacles for filth aud vermin, is 
aU swept out clean every Saturday afternoon, and the 
rubbish burnt. On Sunday they come to public ivor- 
slii}) perfectly clean, and, as their costume covers tho 
person entirely, the sight would please the most fasti- 
dious Auicrican eye,* 

* Friends Avho w Kh to nmko little presents to tijoKnrcn CUHs- 

tianii, luigUt send fine twth'wmhs, hrowu soup, wriiing-iiftjper^ 



tfte change visible at Mata>* which 

iil deiightful. In this i-espect they present a most 
i^ti^tlve spectacle. Punctual in all public services, 
they fill, a large zayat on the Sabbath, and manifest a 
decorum and devotion far superior to any thing ordi- 
narily seen in America. Being a musical people, and 
having a book of over a hundred hymns, composed by 
Mr Mason, they, almost without exception, unite in the 
singing; and to my ear their psalmody was correct and 
sweet. After a prayer or a benediction, they all utter 
an audible Amen,” remain silent on their knees for the 
space of lialf a minute, and retire in perfect silence — a 
practice which w ould greatly improve our meetings. Mrs 
VVado has been in the liabit of liolding daily a prayer 
meeting with them at sunrise. Almost every morning 
before daylight, many gather at tlie zayat, and com- 
mence singing liymns. As soon as Mrs Wade is seen 
issuing from her door at sunrise, they strike the gong, 
and presently the multitude come togtihor. It is remark- 
able, that not one man or woman refuses to pray when 
called upon. On Sunday a Sund.ay school is hold in 
the morning, at which all tljo children of ]n*oper age 
attend ; those that are not professors being formed into 
one company, and the others into another, superintended 
by the missionary and liis wife alternately. Public 
worship and preaching arc held morning and evening. 
The afternoon is often employed in baptising, or admi- 
nistering the communion ; and w hen tliis is not the case, 
prayer-meetings are held at tlu; liouses of the sick. 
Some fifty or more members of the church live at diffe- 
rent distances in the country, as far I’onnd as five or 
six miles. These attend punctually, generally w'alking 
in on Saturday afternoon, that they may lose no part of 
the blessed day. 

It wdll of course be supposed that tins p«?ople, so lately 
wild and wandering, without books, without even tlu' 
forms of religion, and furnished as yet w ith no part of 
the word of ^Jod in their own tongue, and but a single 
manuscript copy of the Gosjiel of ]\'lattliew, w(Uild be 
exceedingly ignorant of the claims of Christianity. 
They aro indeed so. J>ut it is exhilarating to see tin* 
readiness and cordiality with which they enter into the 
performance of every duty, as s<»ouas it is made know n 
to them. Time would fail to descrihe all the instances 
which illustrate this remark ; but one or two may be 
named. Mrs Wade Iiad on om* oceasi<jn read to them 
that chapter in Matthew, which, <loscril)ing the judg- 
ment, speaks of visiting Christ (as rcjn’esc'uted in Ins 
disciple) w'heii sick or in prison, &e. They at once saw' 
how regardless they liad been of persons under sicknos.s 
and sorrow’ ; and the very next day began to pei'form 
services to the sick, such as they liad never thought of 
doing before. A poor widow’, who had a leprous sort 
of disease, and si child about tw'o years old, similarly 
affected, were visited by many (>f them the very next 
day. They performed many repulsive ofliccs for lier 
and her child, brought water, cleaned the house, gave 
them rice and other articles, and so (Miriched and coiii- 
forted the poor creature, that she was bewildered will 
delight. These attentions have cojilimied constantly. 
Another, who w'as bed-ritldeii with loathsome sores, 
was attended to in the same wayi Since that time no 
one is suffered to want any tlujig w’hich the rest enjoy. 
These kindnesses are done with studied concealment, 
and can be learned only from tlic beneficiaries them- 
selves. 

On being told of the persecution of Monng Sa». lone 
and others at Rangoon^ and how they Iiad beuu chained, 
imprisoned, and exc* ssively fined, thuy unexpectedly 
proposed subscribing towards paying his fine and releas- 
ing them from prison ; and out of their deep poverty 
aictlljally sent to Rangoon fiCy rupees for this pui-pose. 
They have built, of t; cir ow n accord, •>. sufficient house 
for the residence of their missionary and In*^ furn-uy^ and 


slates and pt.icUs, qnillH, stronn wi^sorM, mitcn cloth, tv-fead, 
liu^e needles, and penknives, (iarnicnts of rju', descriiKion are 
not wanted. 


* I Jio name given their villape, importinj?, litcrnlly, ' Lore.” 
Bomotlme^ they cull it or t’Oy of Lo\c. 



a zayat. A greater eridetide of dirlHikn genei^sity h 
seen in their missionary zeal. Those whose abilities^ an 
assistants or schoolmsaters, warrant the missionaries 
in ^nctionhig it, are ever ready to part with their 
families, and go wearisome journeys of six months at a 
time, among distant vill;iges, where they are utterly 
unknown, carrying on their backs tracts and food, sleep- 
ing on the way in trees, or on the ground, and enduring 
many privations. Young men whose services are very 
important to their aged parents in clearing jungle and 
planting paddy are readily spared, and go to various 
points during the rainy season teaching schools, for wh ich 
their salary is from two to tiiree dollars a-month-— half 
what they could earn in other employ. About twenty 
schoolmasters and assi.stants are now thus employed, 
Mr Mason has, in his excursions, baptised many con- 
verts, who were brought to the knowledge of the truth 
by these assistants. H is last journey among the retired 
villages between Tavoy and Mcrgiii lias been cheered 
by tlie reception of a number of such. 

The change in regard to temperance is not less 
remarkable. Unlike the Hurmans, w'hose religion 
utterly forbids strong drink, and w'lio scarcely ever use 
it, the Karens use it universally, and generally to excess • 
every family make arrack for themsidvcs, and from 
oldest to youngest partake. Drunkenness, with all iu 
train of horrors, is of course rife among them. But no 
sooner do any become serious inriuirers, and consort 
with the disciples for further instruction, than tluy 
totally abandon the accursed tljiiig. 1 n Mata, tlieridoiv, 
not a drop is made or drunk, 'flic childnui of the very 
men who w'oro sots, aro gi'owiiig up without having 
tasted or seen it. The constMjucnces to domestic pence 
and general welfare may hi‘ supposed. 

It will Ih* rccolh'cted that they know nothing nf letters 
or books, till Mr Wade reduced tlieir language to writ- 
ing about three years ago. It is found that the system 
he has adopted is eminently jdiilosojdiicnl, and so easy 
for learniu’s, that, in a few w'ei^ks, pupils who liave never 
seen a letter learn to road w'ith facility. 

As evidence at once of tlie lioncfit of Mrs Wmle’s 
sidiool, and the piety of the young converts, I will licro 
give translations of some letters ri'Ciaved from pupils 
on coming away from lavoy. They aro part of some 
twenty or more, and are .a fair specimen. 

Lrttr)' from aftnnale achohir fijjcd Jiftnot year:;, 

“ Oh vreat teneja r! — Wc put our trust in .h‘sus (’lirisl. ll.t* 
cfernal <um}. Oli icrcat tcnclici’, Iiavijit.* hoard that you liavo cojUi* 
t(i Tavoy, 1 have a groat do^lro to soo thy hio(‘. Tiuivfidv, oh 
great teoolier, when thou prayost to (Jod, 1 h(‘g thee to pray for 
me: whoa I ]iray, I w ill reiueuihev tlioo, oh groat teiu la r ! Wlu ii 
I liwird of thy .irrival, I had a groat «h sin* to go to you. 1 saiil la 
jiiy i'ather. 1 will go, hut ho dul not give jirnnissioti. .i\ly luiii I 
was oast dortn, and niy toars fell niuoh, oh great teacher I Uli 
ja-ayfor me, ami 1, v.lieu I pray, will nuieli } nay for thee.— A 
letter of atlVctiou from Na w !*»»() Moo.” 


J'nmi a yir/ ofsii lecu, n ho had him In achonl nhtr 
numlhit. 

“ Oil gi’ent, tea<'h( r ! Sir — (In'.nt is tlie gnoe ami glory of 
f'hri.sl . the son of the eternal ( iod ! In former times we heard uo‘ 
the Word of (Jod. But now. Sir, wo endeavour verynuic.-h to loop 
Ids commands, f Ijcard of your coming, and my mind was 'very 
happy. But I grj'atly desin- to mC 4‘ you; tliendore do ooiuo to 
^lata, oh groat teacher ! Jiy hearing of your arrival, my tears Icll 
much. fJreat sir, in order that I may koe}) thew’ord of the hord, 
do pray for me, uml tluit we may moid together amidst the joys of 
heaven; ns for me, I trust 1 exert mysvdf in }>rayor trul}' to t<od. 
The afhvtioriate letter of the disciple I'iwo ^ at. 


From a rjirl shvleen years of aye. 

“Oh gnat terrtuT !— Wo Xnit our trust iu .h’sus (Minsf. the 
wm of the etenial ( hal. When you pray to (Jod, pray for ns ; aud 
wlveu we pray, w’C will pray for thcc. ‘Wlien I w't out to retnni, 
by moans of irmging after thee I cried much ; but by thinking on 
tlie grace of God, my mind w'lvs somewhat let down. Notwith* 
stfinding, during the wdutlo day in which we w-ei'c sopTiratod fmui 
you. my longings did not cease. I thought that in this state wo 
see r-aoh othtT but a small moment; but when we arrive in 
luvv. en, w e sliall ochold eaeh oilier age upon age. Tlitu we ran- 



Oh groat teacher, I hate a paSnhtl dctAie Ho see 
yuur cuiinl^y* In order to go wiUi you, I aitked and obtained por- 
niisaion of my mother. U you consent, ploaso write, mo a kind 
letter immediatdy. But if you do nut give permission, do not 
As for me, I have an earnest wish to aoo the country of 
tlic tciicUcrs and their wives. Nau Moo Klur. 

I niiglit add many interesting facts and incidents, 
which tilled ino with pleasure and thankfulness ou their 
heluilf. But I am not drawing a picture, for the sjike 
of exhibiting glowing colours. Ohristiau benevolence 
does not depend ou success. If it did, the town of Mata, 
aiiiid the solitude of the great iiiouiitains of Tavoy, 
cxliibits facts, which, if they were all the eH'ects our 
wliole missionary operations could boast, arc sufheiout 
to assure the most incredulous of the blessedness of our 
uiiter])risc. 

Wluiii endeavours to do gooil fail, it is a kwgoI re- 
ward to see those wo meant to benefit grateful for our 
interference. And when good is really done, our plea- 
^iure is often neutralised ))y the pain of being ungrate- 
fully rtnpiited. Those* who support our enterprise 
ought to know that this people testify ahmd their con- 
tinual gratitude towards the Christians of this country 
for the knowledge of Christianity. They often compare 
tln ir former degradation and misery with their present 
comforts and hopes. The pastor of tlui l\lata church 
frcMiuently sptiaks of those things in moving terms — him- 
h»t,lf onct! a s«)t, and cruel. The niissionaries cannot re- 
ijuiia in tho forest <hiring the rains, so that this church 
is left six months in the year to itstdf. 'riiom return is 
the occasion of a general rejoicin.g. AVhen tijey are 
ready, many come to 'favoy to accompany tlunii out, and 
to carry porti<jns of the articles to he transported; and 
wlnn'c the way is sutlicieiitly l<!vel, carry Mrs Wade or 
Mrs Mason iii a litter. As the long tile winds under 
ilio trees, along tho narrow erag, or up the bed of a 
torrent, songs of Zion echo among the* dark recesses, 
and nature rejoices to si'c her male^r glorilied by men 
who for agt.‘s received his favour.s bimtislily. Warned 
(tf their u})proach, the? villagers come forth in troops, 
fiomo hours’ walk, and after glad greetin.gs, fall in 
beliind (for the path admits no double tile), and the 
lengthened train comes into the village with resounding 
joy. 

Nor is Mata alone in ils brightness amid lUirman 
shades. All along the jungle, as far as Mergui to the 
south, and above Maulmaiii on tlie north, Karons are 
turning to Cod. The missionaries ]iroperiy discourage 
their always collecting into exclusively Christian vil- 
iages, but in some cases it seems expedient and ncccs- 
wiry. Among tin? Karens in the Tavoy provinces are 
the following eliurches, besides Mata, whieli are also 
rigular out-stations: — Tonn// iit/ouk two and a 

half days’ south of, Tavoy — Id memliers, *2d imiuirers: 
/Vv>A’a/<, four days* south of the last-named ebureh — 1.> 
humuIh'I’s, 4IJ imiuirers: J\a/i-pah, three days’ south of 
Pec-kah, on a stream of the same name, navigable for 
boats — 20 members, and, within a day's walk, .‘>4 in- 
quirers, most of whom have asked for baptism; Tah- 
on the Teiiasseriin, three days’ from Mergui — 
niembersf. All tlieso have good places of worsiiip, built 
by tlieinpelves ; and each has a native pastor and a 
Christian schoolmaster. There are also in the region 
six other schools, under Christian masiers; and mea- 
sures are in train to form others. On an average, last 
year, ten learned to read in ouch school, some of whom 
middle aged, and some quite old pt:r.sons. The 
names of the pastors are not given here, liecanse, being 
young men, tliey are ehaiiged every year, to give each 
opportunity of being with the missionary half liis 
dine iu the acquisition of Christian knowledge. 

The only prijited books in Karen aro three tracts — 
Mrs Judson’s Catechism, ti’anslated by Mr Wade, with 
Ihc commands of tho New Testament as cmitaiiicd in 
the « View Sayings of the Fathers, a small ti act coii- 
taiuiug traditions and commands, winch remarkably 
coincide with biblical history ; and Mrs Judson’s (/ate- 
cJiiem versitied, both tlie latter by Mr Mason. There 


are in the Tavoy pi'oviuods about *250 Kareha who have 
learned to read. The younger part of tlieso generally 
show great eamestuoss in copying such other works as 
are prepared by the missionai^y, and not yet printed. 
The works which have been widtten or translated, and 
the j)rintiiig of tVhich is greatly needed, are as follows ; 
Gospel of Matthew ; Vado Mocum, containing passages 
of Scripture, wdth rciiections for every day in the 
month, and embracing an extended View of the Chris- 


tian religion, and translation of most of Mr Boardman’s 
Digest, both by native Christians ; a tract consisting 
of didactic and hortatory j)ifccs, by native preachers ; 
Mr Judsoii’s View of the Christian religion, versified, 
by Sau Panlah, a native assistant ; Bible-class Questions 
on Matthijw, by Mr W ade; Brief Biograpbies of Joseph, 
and other Old I’estament Characters, by the same ; 
Child’s Catechism for Sunday schools, by Mr Vinton ; 
Lee-mo-pga, or spelling-book of the Chegau or Myettho ; 
ditto of tlie Pwo or ^1 yet kyeii (the two ilialects used 
by the Karens), Iiy Mr Wade. Besides these, there 
are a Grammar liy Mr Mason, and a Dictionary by Mr 
Wa<le, ill an advanced state of ])reparation, and a con- 
siderable mass of manuscripts, for the use of present 
and future missionaries, which it is not intended to 
print ; such as customs and demon worship of Karens ; 
fables and legions, amounting to more than 100 ; 
Karen poems and traditions ; many letters from Karens, 
copied into a book to show the structure of the language ; 
an extensive vocabulary of common things, in Knglisli 
and Karen ; another in Bnrmau, Karim, and Finglish ; 
and a phrase-book for beginners, in Bunnau and 
Karen. 

i was happy to find that the Christians here partook 
of the zeal of their transatlantic friends, in giving for 
the support of a pi’ouclied gosjicl. A society has been 
formed, called tlie Tavoy IVIissionary Society, auxiliary 
to tlio Baptist Board of Foreign Missions,” which has 
been in existence four years. For tho last two years it 
has supported four native iissistants. Jt is sustained 
chieily by the Furopeans and Americans at the station, 
but several of the natives pay their regular monthly 
contribution. 

T had tlie pleasure, in my voyage from hence down 
the coast, to be accompanied by the Rev. Mr VVado ; and 
after four days, arrivinl at IMergui. The only European 
with whom wo luid intercourse there was Captain 
Macleod, tlui commissioner, or acting governor of tlie 
province, who received ns at his house w'itli tho utmost 
cordiality, lie communicated, with great frankness, * 
many important facts, besides patiently answering a 
w t arisoine romul of questions. There aro but tliirty- 
tivc British iiihabitauts in the place, including common 
soldiers. 

Mergui, or, as the natives call it, Hike, is beautifully 
situated at the mouth of the middle j^ratlch of tho 
Tenasscriin. This iiohlo river lias threo principal 
mouths, ami several minor om^s. The chief is that 
about four miles Tiortli, and receives, a few miles before 
it enters the ocean, tl^* Byng river from the north. A 
line island, opposite the town, shelters it from the south- 
west monsoon, and makes a safe though small harbour. 

The site of the city embraces a high hill, surmounted, 
as usual, with conspicuous pagodas. Next to tho sea it 
rises abruptly ; and the houses of the English, which 
arc erected on its sinnniit, have a magnificent view of 
the lower town, the harboui*, and tho ocean. The rear of 
the liill slopes gradually, and is thickly built with iiativo 
houses, on regular streets sheltered from tlie sun by 
fine fruit, and other trees, almost as close as in a forest. 
Among tliese, the cocoa-nut, jack, and papaya, are tho 
most frequent. At tlie time (.Captain Alexander Hamil- 
ton visited this city, it w'as in possession of Siam. He 
calls it Merjee, and says that “ in former times there 
were many English there,” The massacre of these, 
which was succeeded by the expulsion of those in 
occurred iu 1607. The chief exports are sapau 



[tt^,toHoisd-sliel],an4 edible 
bMe’ nests. It was founds within a century by the 
Btanane. The ancient fortifications are still seen, 
though rapidly vanishing by the use of the bricks for 
Other purposes. It is thus with the ramparts of all tho 
towns in British Burmah, it being useless to retain ex- 
tensive walls for a handful of troops, which, if occupied 
by hosts of natives, might help them in resisUnce. 

The whole province of Mergui has a population of 
only 10,000, of wliich above 6000 are in this town. This 
great scantiness of people in one of tho finest regions 
of the earth, is cliietiy owing to the intolerable govern 
ment under wliich they have lived. About twenty 
years ago, it was unusually severe under the viceroy- 
ship of Daiiig-woon, who was engaged in repelling the 
Siamese. The atrocities of this monster were incredible, 
and drove forty or fifty thousand inhabitants from the 
province, besides the multitudes wliich he destroyed, 
in speaking to the Burrnans of liell, oven at this day, 
no circumstance is so appalling as to assure them that 
Baing-woou will be there ! 

Here, as at Maul main an<l Tavoy, I find numerous 
Chinamen married to Burman wives. They are at 
once the most valuable of the community for mechani- 
cal and inercantilo conveniences, and the most perni- 
cious for introducing and vending, wlicrevcr they go, 
arrack and opium. Without them Europeans would 
suffer many discomforts, and through them the natives 
are greatly corrupted. Their sujieriority in civilisation 
and intelligence to the various nations with whom 
they are iiitoriuixed in every part of the l^ast, is very 
striking. 

Besides tlio usual quantity of pagodas and Icyoiiiigs, 
there are four mosques, for the use of tlie Miissuhnaii 
part of the population, and a Topisli cliapel. About 
400 of tho inliabitants, descendants of the early Portu- 
guese, profess to be ('liristinns. No eonverts that my 
informants - new of, have joiiu'd the number from among 
tho Burmese, except some who unite in order to be 
inari’iod to those who belonged before. 

Mergui has been put down as one of our stations, 
but it was only oecnined by a native assistant for si\ 
months. We have but one professed (’hristian in the 
place, and that a woman. ]\ir Mason has lu-i.m thrice 
through tho town, on Jiis way to the Kairns up tho 
Tena-sserim ; and tho efforts ho ami liis assistants liavo 
made have met ericonraging results. I n tills respect, 
a very great change has been wrought, >v<? trust, by Ibe 
good hand of tho l.ord. Ko 1 ng w'as greatly persecuted, 
and could got but few Iiearers. lie was reviled as lie 
walked along the street, and souk; wonl(l even throw 
stones. At his death, tlie jieople showed no disposition 
to listen ; and his wife, w'itli the above-named woman, 
w’crc the only Christians. 11 is death robbed the mis- 
sion of one of its most valuable assistants, and the sub- 
sequent marriagi! and removal of his wifi’, left the 
solitary widow to hold up a taint light in a dark place. 
Now', the case is quite diffei'eiit. A large part of the 
people readily receive tracts and New 'j\?Ktanients , .o 
much so, tliat when Ko Myet-lay lately visited tho 
place, taking loO Testaments and many tracts, all were 
gone in two days, without going ^abroad to offer them. 
All were applied for at his lodgings, and received with 
many expressions of thanks. Not only did he thus 
impart the blessed truths to Burrnans ; the Chinese 
and Siamese, hearing that ho also had tracts in tiieir 
languages, came for them ; and he entire]^ di.spu.^ed of 
a considerable quantijvKcnt by Mr .Jones ♦roni Bankok. 
It is now easy to oluuin attentive hearers, though fre- 
quently some dispute. Not only do many listen with 
apparent candour, but somr; soi’m really tinder serious 
impr^sions, and about twelve profess to have embraced 
the gospel. These h. ve noi y.-t been haptked, for want 
of cpportunity sufficiently to examine aad r/ vthem; 
but they arc said to be steadfast, tbongh much reviled 
by their pagan acquaintance. They^.'r© like sheep 
without a shepherd, and need immedi’xie care. More- 
over, they would probably form an encouraging church 
at qttce>,8^a missionary could be placed there. The 


husband of the disciple aboire named/and ah latetfest* 
ing daughter, are desirous of baptism. 

Bate circumstances have conspired with the above 
facts to make Mergui now a favourable opening. A 
years ago, the two chief ponghees came to an open 
rupture, and all the people took sides with one or the 
other. Great animosity and confusion prevailed for a 
long time, each party denouncing hell to the other, 
few months ago one of them retired to Tavoy, and there 
died. His ^mrty have ever since utterly refused to wor* 
ship the priests who remain, or make them offeringa, 
and, in fact, have almost ceased from religious ohser^ 
vaneos. Those are now particularly ready to hear our 
preachers. 

The fact, too, that Siamese Shyans live here, most of 
whom, the men at least, speak Barman ; and that on 
the Tenasserim and its trihutaiy streams, and on the 
emist below Mergui, they have villages, one containing 
800 souls, urges ns to make early efforts here. If any 
of thi'so Shyans .should receive Christ (and surely we 
may hope and believe they would), they would be iu- 
valuable in carrying the gospel to their countrymen who 
inhabit the hills and mountains from the Tenasserim to 
Hankok. Tracts, &c., in this language can at once ho 
had from Mr Jones, and all things seem to bo ready. 
The intei'conrse between Bnrmali and Siam, so far as 
tho natives of tho two countries are concerned, is ppr- 
feetly unrestrained, thoiigli no w'hitc man is allowed to 
pass tho frontier. 

Many Karens, too, ore conveniently accessible by 
boat from Mergui, by the TiMia-sscrim and its hrauclio.-i. 
Mata village stands on an extrenio brancli of thi.s riv(‘rj 
accessible by water only to vi’ry small boats. Tenas- 
sorim city, once very large, but now containing a pupu- 
lation of only abunt -oO, is )>ut forty miles up the river 
from Mergui. It is resorled to from different placts 
fur gold dust, an<l. would l)o tin importtint outpost I'w 
a native assistrint. 

Tho islands on the Tenn^fiserim coast are quite pojm- 
lons, and, tis ypt, have never Ix'on visited by (.'liristiaii 
letichers. Then? are tlirei' largo islands in one elnstor, 
inhabited by 8e-longs, willimit a writti?n langnaitje tiinl 
in a viTv degraded .stato*. d'hese would claim .ioinc 
of the time of native assistants from IMorgni, and occa- 
.sional visits from the missionary. 

All the.so facts conspire to urge ns to place a iiil.s- 
sioiinry here as soon :is possible. In order to tliis the 
man must lie sent out, as no missionary on tho grouiid 
c.an be spared from Ills present post, 'fhe place is as 
salubrious, ])C'rha])s, as any ptirt of the cartlj^; and the 
]>re.sence of tJio British officers .seciire.s nearly all tho 
convonicncos of liou.sckeeping with intire regularity. 
The co.st of Jiving is less than at Manlinain. 

Learning that Mr Mason was at a village not far 
distant on the coast, intending to remain a few 
and then cmne to Mergni for a passage home, I sent an 
f'xpress, and had the ploasnro, in due time, of welcom- 
ing him on hoanl tlio cutter, with tmi or twidvc coolic.s 
who had b»'en carrying his tracts and* baggage in tlie 
jungle, together with .some Karen native proaclicrs. 
Tlie I'eport.s of his joiiriioys are deeply interesting to 
the friends of missions, and eminently excnn>lify tlie 
ii.sefulness of native assistants. 

Tho jircsent period of the year on this coast is the 
lattci* part of the dry season, and is marked by lieayy 
.squalls and showers. After the.so there are about six 
weeks of clear weather increasingly hot, after which 
tho monsoon changes to the .south-w'cst w’ilh violent 
squalls, and the rains set in for six months. In this 
return Vf»yago to Manlmain we expericnct’d three (>f 
these storms, accompanied by much thunder, cadi 
severely testing tho power of our anchor and vc.ssd. 
I’he rocky coast fui»ni«ho.s no harbour except Mergm, 
Tavoy, and Amherst ; and the high mountains which 
skirt tho shore seem to draw together tlie utmost fui’y 
of the elements. . ... 

One of* these storms, experiencdd off Tavoy Point, wiU 
be memorable to all on board. As night drew on, tne 
thunder, which had been growling on the mountains* 



rtfow t»oto Violent. It wan evident we elionld htive a two or three nimble liearde. These I earefolly befriend, 
hard blow ; and the tide turning against ns, we were and they consume as many of the vermin as they can. 
obliged to anchor in an exposed situation. After dark | But what are these among so many I Besides their 
the wind and lightning increased, and we got top-maat, services in the butchering department, they interest 
gaff, &c., upon deck, and paying out much cable, waited me by their sudden and a<&oit movements on the walls 
the issue uneasy. At length it blew a hurricane, and and ceiling, and, withal, sing for me every night, as 
the lightning kept up a glare bright as mid-day. It soon as the candle is out. 

was but at intervals that it was dark even for a moment, The variety of costumo on board is striking. My 
the light flickering constantly like a torch in the wind, man is from Madras, and wears generally nothing but 
We were in the very midst of tlio electric cloud, and a pair of calico drawers. The captain has nothing but 
the sharp, crackinc thunder was deafening. Torrents a piece of check wound tight round his loins, and drawn 
of rain drenched the poor fellows on d(ick (for there up between his thighs. The owner’s agent, or super- 
was room for only tw'o or three b(dow), and even in the cargo, is a Mussulman, and wears, besides the waist- 
cabin I bad to gather my desk, &c. under an umbrella, cloth, a muslin jacket witli sleeves, tied in front, so as 
for the neglected scams let in the water in twenty places, to discover the left breast. The sii-cun-ny, or steera- 
The little cutter pitched lujavily at her anchor, and the man, is a half-blood Portuguese, and weai's drawers, 
loud roaring of a lee surf told wliat we should expe- and a short shirt or jacket, of red calico. One of the 
rience if she parted her chain. We loft all in the hands sailors has a regular short gown and petticoat, and the 
of God, and were sitting in silence heknv, when a uni- other short drawers only. The Karens wear nothing 
versal shout of terror brought us on deck — a ball of but a long shirt without sleeves, made of substantial 
fire rested on tlic inast-Ijead ! llie consternation was cotton cloth, ingeniously tignred in tlie loom. Diversity 
universal ; the captain and every one of lljo crew voci- in dress is still greater in tlie towns, arising from the 
ferating prayers, one to the Virgin Mary, another to great mixture in the population. I have, however, 
Miihomet, &c., each in dift'eront language. They seemed alrea<ly become so accustomed to it, that it ceases to 
frantic, and their voices rose on tlio tempest like the excite ath’ntion. 


swelling wail of dying men. One declared it was the 
devil, and proposed to drive him away by burning a 
rei’tain mixture to inako a horrid smell. They seemed 
comforted, however, to see ns confident, and aware of 
its cause. The Christian Karens were trainjuil but 
awe-struck, and lay on their knees with tlieir faees to 
the deck, uttering prayer each fur himself in a low but 
audible voice. It staid clinging to tli<‘ mast amid all 
the rocking of the sux'ges, tdi th.o laseurs \vero nearly 
ready with their incantations, and then disaiipoared. 
It was an hour of gr(!at danger ; hut the good hand of 
the liord was upon us, and our frail bark rod(‘ out the 
storm, which abated in its violence hoforc? morning. 

Aside from tin? danger of navigating tins side of tlu* 
lliiy of ileiigal (<\\copt from JSepiember to March, when 
the weather is exceedingly tine), tlu* ineonviMiieuces 
are not .small, from tlie bad coiislrnction and manage- 
ment of tlu? vessels employed, and tlu? ainioyiiig insects, 
&c., witli which they abound. iMy little cutler is .supe- 
rior in ail those i’es[>ects to tlio Ihirmau vessels which 
1 cx]»ect generally to sail in from place to place. I can 
stand lip in the c.'thin, while in those one can only sit, 
and that tm the floor. I have a little quarter-deck, 
which tlu’y know' notinng of. And wo have an iroi 
anchor, while tlieirs is but a piece of wood shaped like 
alish-hook. On the score of insocls,too, 1 am informed 
that my conclitif)!! is far better. In tlie latter point, 
however, 1 can by im nu'ans boast. Ilundredsof ants, 
groat and small, black and red, move in endless tiles 
every w here. Cocki'oaelies, flying and er<'ej>ii)g, spotteil, 
.striped, and plain, walk over me and about me all night, 
but tlirougli mercy they Jo not bite, and arc, withal, 
quite sliy w hen there is a light burning, ami st) do not 
iiiternipt me ylien engagtal. 1 now and then kill a 
forwaril fellow’, but it is in vain to tliink of ab^ting-tlio 
nuisance, for their “ name is Icgioji,!’ .Jhrtvd nice Kngar- 
caiio lafid in a corner for the ants, to keep tlu in away, 
but Some of them aro liloixl-tliirsfy, aiul bite me w'itli 
all zeal. 1 sometimes watch a bold fellow, iis he runs 
over my hand ; uiul;^bpii be linds a suitable spot, he 
raises himself pei^|)*«^ndicular and digs into me, kicking 
and struggling as if he would go through the skin. The 
spiders 1 kill without mercy, and busy enough they 
kept me the first day or two. Some of them have 
bodies as big as tbo joiiit ef one’s thumb, and occupy 
as they stand a space as largii as the top of a coff'ee-cup. 
Mice nibble iny clothes at night. 1 have seen but two 
uv three centipedes, and succeeded in killing them ^ but 
there aro doubtless more on board. But the musqui- 
foes! They are a torment day and iiigiit. I am cora- 
^rted with the assuranco that strangers &i.frer most 
'vith them, and hope they will not “ B|k^e a stranger of 
^0** much longer* 

Among all these enemies, I have no auxiliaries but 


AVc have ont; person on board w ho excites my notice 
— a Christian disciple, w’ho was a ivaren Hhookoo, or 
prophet. Jle was so struck with fear, when the great 
teacher” sent for him into the cabin to ask him some 
cpiostions, that I got but little from him. He declared 
that at first he felt impelled, he knew not how, to pre- 
dict the coming of a deliverer in six months, and sin- 
ccTcdy believed it. But w hen the lap.se of that time 
proved him wrong, ho became wilful, and deliberately 
endeavoured to impost? oj) the peot>lo*.s credulity, to keep 
up his influence. 

Among my luxnrios at Tavoy, were several vi.sitfi to 
the grave-yard, where, among others, is tlic tomb of 
Bonrdmati. It was once a Boodliist grove ; and a dila- 
pidated jiagod.'i. .still remains within the encloHure. 


(MIAPTEU 111. 

Return io .Mi^M'onnry Conferenoe. rroacliing. Ralu 

Islainl. Kami Cliurciu-i ut'iir ."Maulm.'iin. Water Festival. 
^'h^le^e rcreiiioijy. Tho Rohurriim. River Rxeursion. Ile- 
marlfable Kaii'ii t’liristiaii VIUmko. Chiiruh-mcseting 

and llaptisjn. l*o])iilativ>u of Arauhnain ; Onmmi.T(:e, Stato of 
Rotvlliiiin. .State of flu'. Alission, Kn^flish Iiifluenee. 

Bv the utmost diligence in overseeing the boatmen, and 
taking advantage of evi'ry ti<le ;ind every breeze, I got 
le.ckto .Muuhiuiii), in mercy, tlu? morning of March 30, 
the very day on which our conference wa.s to convene. 
We began our sossk.u accordingly, having present 
brethren »Judson, Wade, Kincaid, Bennett, Hancock, 
Mason, Osgood, Vinton, Ilow'ard, Wb'bb, llaswell, and 
Abbott. Kveiw day, except the Sabliath, was diligently 
spent in the business, and besides many important topics, 
w hicli, though fully discussed, did not come to a formal 
vote, the follow ing subjects wore acted upon, besides 
minor ones : — the csfRhlishment of a seminary for native 
assistants ; its location, temporary preceptor, and course 
of studies and by-laws ; new' flt?lds of labour proposed 
and described ; native schools ; polygamy amongnatives, 
and tlio management of such cases in regard to appli- 
cants for baptism ; reducing tlie size of tlie Buniian 
character ; the plan of giving English names to native 
children ; boarding-.schools, and tlio best mode of their 
endowment. Considerable time was taken up in desig- 
nating the new jni.s,sionaries to their fields of labour. 
They sec'iu to ho as jewels, which each was anxious to 
.>eizo. Every man felt keenly the claims of ids station 
or iieiglibourhood, and longed to see more labourers in 
what ho deemed so promising a field. It was a nobld 
strife of disintorested love, and so small was the rein- 
forcement, compared with the admitted wants, on all 
sides, that it was difficult to decide where aid ahotild 
first be sent. 



Tho'n^nt Si^bftth, boin^thefii'sUn April, I pr^bhed 
Idi the.bi*«thren and sisters by vote of tlio conyooatioti. 
We met in the new and unfinished chapel, built for the 
native church. The building, though large for Burmah, 
is scarcely larger than many dining-rooms in India ; 
"yet, as our little band arranged themselves in one corner, 
we seemed lost in tlie spaco. 'fhere was, however, 
moral power in the meeting ; and when I reflected on 
the recent oidgiii of the mission, its small beginnings, 
and its various dangers and hinderances, the company 
before nie was a most refreshing sight. Here were 
twelve missionaries, besides Misses Gardner and ]\Ia- 
coinber, and tlio missionaries* wives. Elsewhere in the 
mission were four evangelists and a printer, not com- 
puting those in Siam. The text was, Gloidfy ye the 
Lord in the fires;’* and every heart seemed to say 
Amen, as sentence after sentence came forth. It 
delightful preacdiing to greedy listeners ; and long liad 
most of these been deprived of the refreshment of sitting 
under a gospel sermon. Mr Judsoii luui noi heard a 
sermon in English for fourteen years. 

As my ey(? rested on tliis loved little company, it was 
sweet to contemplate the ventjrable founder of tlie mis- 
sion, sitting there to rejoice in the growth of the cause 
he had so assiduously and painfully sustained. Ills 
labours and sufferings for years, his inaHt(?ry of the 
language, his translation of the whole Word of God, 
and his being permitted now to he the past(»r of a eliurcli 
containing over a hundred natives, make him the most 
interesting missionary now alive. What a mercy that 
he yet lives to devote to this people liis eidarged powex*s 
of doing good ! And \V(i may hope he will very long he 
spared. His age is but forty-seven ; liis eye is not dim ; 
not a grey hair shows itself among his full auburn loeUs ; 
his moderate-sized person seenns full of vigour ; he walks 
almost every evening a mile or two at a cjuick ]>acc, 
live.s ivirh entire temperance and regukirity, and t'lijoys, 
in general, .-teadfast liealtli. May a gracious (iod coii- 
tiiiuc to make lihii a blessing more and more ! 

A day i)r two after the close (»f our conferenct', I 
accompanied Mr Vinton to Halu island, tocounstd with 
him on the final clioice of a spot for a new station, and 
to visit some Karen villages, when! us yet the gospel 
had not been dispensed. This island forms llic right 
bank of the Salwen river, from Maulmaiii nearly to 
Amherst. It is about stwentecn miles long, and six or 
seven wide, settled chielly by Karens. No portion of 
these Tenasserim provinces is more fertile, or moni 
carefully and successfully cultivated. The population 
of course is dense, amounting to over 10,000. Along 
tlie whole island, from north to simtli, stretches a tine 
chain of moderately elevated mountains. 

passed down its western side a few miles, we came to 
a creek, navigable for row-boats, except at very low 
tide, and pulled up it to within about two inib.js of the 
proposed spot, i’rom the mouth of the cre<jk, the ri<^e 
fields engross each si<lo as fur as the cyc can reach, 
covering an immense flat but little above coittttiou bif*: 
water mark. The walk from the boat to the S}H)t pro- 
posed led tlirougli villages and riee-tiel<ls, till we began 
to ascend the mountain, and tlierf presented enough of 
the beauties of uii oriental forest to keep a traiisatluiitic 
eye intent. Being tlie midst of the hot season, we of 
course were deprived of its full glories ; hut many trees 
bore large and gorgeous Howers, besides slu’ubs and 
smaller plants in grt at variety. American f<*r<'st 
more large trees, and less undergi’owtli, but they have 
fewer leaves, and seiacely any llowt r-bearing trees. 
We were never a monu n l without a variety of blossoms 
in sight, and many fruils. 

Arrived at the spot, 1 found it near one of the lower 
summits, overlooking riet;-htids, hmlted north and 
soutfj only by the extent of vision, and to the v. • d con - 
mandiug a wide view of ocean, distant live or six miles. 
From the summit of that ledge, a few yards ea ^ward, 
a view scarcely less extensive is had "wf the Salwen 
river. Amherst, and the ocean. 

It would that^ though iu tlie jungle, this spot 


mnat be salubrious, from its complete exposure to the 
sea-brbeze, and its great elevation ; but I fear it will 
prove too much out of the way from the main path. 
After breakfasting on the spot, we descended to the vil.' 
lage of the Karen chief, and spent the day making con< 
tracts for house materials, and testifying to them the 
grace of God. 

Though wo lodged each night in the boat, we spent 
our time and ate among the people. Tlio glance thus 
gained at native character was very gratifying. Wq 
saw no liouHe where poverty seemed to dwell (though 
wo passed tlirougli four or five villages), and no dia. 
order in any ])lace. Wlierever Wo stopped to eat, we 
entered a house freely, ainl were immediately offered 
clean mats, and treated witli the utmost hospitality. 
Able and willing to supply our wants, they sometimes 
expostulutixi with the servant, as ho was cooking oup 
meals, tliat he had brought rice aud fowls, instead of 
allowing them to iuniish our table. Tliis trait is pro, 
valent among the Karens. Native assistants go from 
village to village among them, even where the gospel 
has never been heard, and take literally neither scrij> 
nor purse.'’ 'J’liey are bountifully supplied, even whero 
their message meets only with opposition. Mr Vinton, 
on one occasion, went several days’ journey among 
Karon villages, w illiout servant or food. Every whore 
they killed for him their best fowls, and spread before 
liim rice, fruits, Jioiu'y, and whatever they had, and 
gave him their best place to sleep. 

Among that port ion of the Karens lying contiguous to 
Maiilmain, Mr Vinton is the only laboun r. There are 
in this province three churches — 1st, at Ko (Tu‘t.-thin^, 
village, on the Salwen river, two days’ above Maulmaiii 
— thirty-seven members, live or six impii revs, KoCliot- 
tiling pastor ; ‘J«l, Xr(vt'i//f\ on the Dagaiiig river, tliroo 
days’ from Maiilmain — twenty-eight niemb(!rs, KoTiui- 
pau pastor; .’Id, on the river Attaran — thirty- 

four mombevs, Ko Taimali jiastor. The station at 
(’liummerali has hern abolislu'd l)y the removal of all 
tlu' peoj>b‘. The ])laee is no longer iidiabited. 'I'liiH part 
of tlie mission to the l\arcns has five valualile native 
assistants, including the three ]>:i,sLors just named, bo- 
sidcs several young im.'iiibcrs of the (diiirch, in training, 
who give evidoiiee of being calb d to tlie ministry. Oiui 
hundred and twenty-three persons liave been baplisi.il 
I ill all. 

I When tlio ;iniomit fff lahour wliicli has been bestowed 
j on this jiortion of tlie Sgau Karmis is considered, these 
I results Avill appear exceedingly encouraging. Miss 
Cummings went to Cliunmierah to acquire tlie language, 
but died before .she was able to speak it. Mr Jiulsoii 
coiimiciiced this dc;partment of the mission, and resided 
among the j)eople a few months, lie, however, retired 
thither cliieily to be uiidLsturlicd in translating, and 
devoted but a small jiai’t of his time to direct misaioii- 
ary lalKiur. Mr and Mrs Vinton came out iu Doeeinbrr 
lljffl; and tlieir time, of ia)nr.se, has been almost wholly 
occupied in getting tl.e language. They have already 
made a beginning iu proclaiming the gospel, but iniich 
of their time will still have to be sjieut in study. 'I’hey 
j are now the only hibourei's among this people ; and six 
I moiuas of the year they must leave tlic.se infant churchi.vs, 
I and retri’c from the jungle to their new station .on Ikilu 
I Isliuid. The past dry .season, they vi.sitt d them each, 
and passing up the Uii-/.u-lon river, twelve days’ froai 
Maulmaiii, establi.4li(.‘d several .schools in important vil- 
lages. They hope to be alilc to reside on this island 
iluriiig the rains, continuing the itinerant system in the 
dry si.*uson. 

Tlie festivities which usher in the new year (coin* 
nnmeiiig at the Ajiril new moon) have, for several days 
jiust, kept the town excited. Before every Burnuiu 
I10U.S0 is croctifd a slight bamboo ]>alisade, six or eight 
feet long, decorated very tastefully with young 
trees, aud jiots of water, filled with various beautiiul 
blossom.s. The moistened streets send up an enlivening 
freshness, wliieh, with the odours of the flowers, 
the street like a charming avenue* iu a garden. 
ab-surd yet anmoing eorc^niony to whicli these arc pie- 



porations^ seenis peculiar to Bumans. It is a general 
war of waters Ev^y pn© is at liberty to wet his neigh- 
bour, but the oomplimont is chiefly paid by women to 
men, and men to women ; the children taking the prin- 
cipal share of tlie business into their hands. 1 have 
just been riding along the principal streets to witness 
tlio scene; but no one offered to compliment me, Or 
other foreigners, Avith a bowl of water. They know 
that foreigners, whoso raiment is not so easily changed, 
do not relish the sport ; though sometimes, out of ill- 
timed complaisance, they submit to it. Almost univer- 
sally the people take it pleasantly ; but occasionally 1 
saw little felloAvs chased and overthrown in the dirt, 
Avho played off on men. It certainly requires some 
command of t(;mp{'r, to show'^ entire nonchalanco when 
the children project a forcible stream from large bamboo 
syringes directly into the eyes and ears, creeping up 
slyly for the purpose, and running off with exultation. 
Not a native is to be seen with dry clothes ; but ‘‘ holi- 
day clothes,” on this occasion, are their poorest. 

No one can assign any origin or signification to this 
custom. It seems as if it must have originated in some 
notions of purification from the sins -of the old, and 
entering cleansed upon the new year ; but Boodhists 
liave no idea of the remission of sins in any way. 
Their only hope is to balance them Avith imnnt. 

Besides this harmless and merry custom, the religions 
celebrations of several classes of foreigners have kept 
llie town in confusion for a fortnight past. The Chinese 
Ikivc; just had their amiiial ceremonies in memory of 
deceased ancestors. Hearing, a few mornings since 
an uncommon din of groat gongs and otlujr discordant 
instruments, I Avent to tlio veranda, and saw the pro- 
cession pass to t!i(3 cemetery. It was a int'agre affair 
as to pom}*, hut doul)tl(‘ss ^juite as absurd as if it ha<l 
been in their own country. A succession of tabl(‘s. 
borne, like biers, on iinni’s shoulders, weia? spread witli 
hogs, goats, and poultry, roasted whole, and various 
other eatables ; the horrid music followc.'d, and a pro- 
cession Avith streamers, terminated by a jnan (ii* two 
Avitli muskets, tiring at shoi’t intervals. A priest, ii 
proper costume, Avalke<l on each sid(! of the tables. 

Nothing can exceed the revoking exhibitions made 
by the Hindoo Mussulmans, Avho also are now bolding 
their amiiial ft!aht of Moburrum. By nature almost 
Ijiack, they make themselves entirely so witli paint; 
many of them adding hhUclies and liiileous tigun.’s, not 
only on their faces hut on (!V('ry part of tlieir body, 
and of every cokjiired earth tlu'y can find. Some go 
further, and put on masks of internal ugliness, Avith 
liorns, snouts, and iiidescribabltr distortions. 1 never 
belK.'ld them but Avitli fresli horror. ]\loviug about tlie 
streets in compani<‘s, they writhe every muscle, some 
tlirowing their arms about as if rt'ady to attack every | 
one th(?y meet, otliers slapping kmg Hat sticks together ; I 
some beating on drums, and pieces of brass, others till- | 
hig the air with yells and clamour. Man could not : 
more brutify himself, even in the madness of inioxiea- 
tion. 

These three fioremonies are, pevliajis, pretty fairspe- 
oiinens of the habits of tlie tliree nations of idolaters, 
l^urely flioy furnish no ground for the boast of the in- 
lidel us to the purity and nohleiie.^s of himiaii nature, 
eviiK!(>(p.hy j)agn.ns Avli<»se moj'als have not been conta- 
ininated by Burojx'ans. '''v 

Desirous of seeing the people, ae much possible, 
in their own retired villag(,'s, wnere foi’cigii iniluenee is 
unknown, and of aseertaining the numhe! locality, cVe., 
from p<!rsoiuil observation, 1 occui>ied the latter part 
ol April in making Iavo cxcnrsi(»ns into the interior ; one 
up tlie Dagaing, and tlio other uj) tlieSalwen river. In 
tile first, Sira dudson accoinjianied me, and in the lust 
and loiigc'st, Mr J. himself. Wo slept generally in the 
boat, stopi>ing*ut shady villages to cook our food, dis- 
tribute tracts, &c. 

The whole region immediately ahovo ^i.‘>ulir.aiu is 
alluvial; the rocks chiefiy blue limestone of i XcoHent 
quality. The country is fiat, fertile, and beautiful, but, 
though once populous, is now thinly inhabited. Tho 



Bcenery is roihahtie and peculiar by small < 

mountains, rising, abruptly from tho level fields to the 
height of four, and six hundred feet ; the base. ; 
tcarcely exceedingthe size of the summit. In most parts, 
rees and shrubs cling to the sides ; but here and there 
ho castellated and perpendicular rocks project above 
he foliage, like tho turrets of some huge ruined tower. 

On the summits of many of them, apparently inacces- 
sible to liumaii feet, Boodliist zeal has erected pagodas, 
whose Avhite forms, conspicuous far and neai*, remind 
the traveller every moment that ho surveys a I’egiou 
covered witli the shadows of spiritual death. Some of 
the smaller of thi?se hills I ascended. My heart sick- 
ened as I stood beside the dumb gods of this deluded 
people, looking down and around on a fine country, half 
peopled by half civili.sud tribes, enjoying hut half the 
blessings of their delicious climate, borne by Avholo 
generations to tho cluimhers of death. They eat, and 
drink, aud die. No inventions, no discoA^eries, no at- 
tainments, no enjoyments, are tlieirs, hut such as have 
descended to them age by age ; and nothing is left to 
prove they have been, but their decayed pagodas, mis- 
shapen gods, and unblessed graves. 

Most of these mountains contain caves, some of them 
very largo, Avhich apjxjar to have been, from time im- 
memorial, specially devoted to religious purposes. The 
wealth and labour bestowed upon tlu‘se are of them- 
selves sufilcieut to prove how great tho population has 
been in Ibrnicr ages. I visited, in these excursions, 
three of the most remarkable — one on the Dab (.lyieng, 
and two on the Sal won. They differed only in extent, 
and in tlic apparent anticiuity of the idols they contained. 
Hugo stalactites descended almost to the floor in many 
places, Avhllo, in others, stalagmites of various magni- 
tudes and fantastic shapes were formed upon tho ttcxir. 
In each, tlie hats occupied tlio lofty recesses of the ceil- 
ing, dwelling in deep and everlasting twilight. In ono 
they seemed immmerable, 'I'lieir ordure covered the 
Vuittom, in .some place.s to the depth of many feet. 
Throwing up some fragments of idols, Ave disturbed 
tlioir iKxni-tide siuml>ers, and tho eficct was prodigious. 
The fiutler of tlndr wings creati'd a trembling or pulsa- 
tion ill the air, like tliai, proiiiiced liy llie deejicst baftS 
of a great organ, in the diisk of tho evening they 
issue from the cave in a tliick eohiimi, Avhich extends 
unhrokt'n for miles. The natives all aiiirmed this to be 
tlie case every evening; and Mr Judsoii hiiiiself, when 
licri* AvIth Major (hawfurd and others, .saw the almoet 
incrediblii fac 

Tills cave has evidently been long deserted, except 
that a single large image at the eiilraiice is kept in 
repair, htfore Avhich Avero smne recent ofieriiigs. I 
might, therefore, liavi' easily obtained images for my 
l!-iemls ; but Mr J. h<*ing afraid of an injurious infiu- 
Mic<^ on the native Hljnstiaiis who were with us, I 
abstained, and afterwards obtained a supiily by regular 
purchase. 

q’lie last one a\(? visited is on tlu‘ Sal won, about fifteen 
or twenty miles above Muulmain. The entrance is at 
tlie bottom of a perpendicular hut uneven face of the 
mountain, onelosed in a strong brick wall, which forms 
a large vestibule. Tlie entrance to this enclosure is by 
a ]>atii, wiiullng along the foot of tho mountain ; and 
nothing remarkable strikes the eye till one, passes tho 
gate, Avliere the attention is at once poAverfuUy arrested. 
iShit only is the space wUliiii the wall filled with images 
of Claudauia of every si;:e, hut the Avhole face of the 
mountain, to the height of eighty or ninety feet, is 
covered Avitli them. Un ever} jutting crag stands some 
marble image, covered with gold, and spreading its un- 
couth proportions to the setting sun. livery recess Is 
converted into shrines for others. The smooth surfaces 
are covered by small fiat images in burnt clay, and set 
in .stucco. Of these last there are literally //ioiwmrfj. 
In sonio places tlioy have fallen off, Avith the plaster 
ill Avhich they Avero sot, and left spots of naked rock, 
against which bees have built their liives undisturbed. 
Nowhere iii the country have 1 seen such a display of 
wealth, iDgciiuity, and industry. But imposing as ia 



tbi# &]p$ct^le, it fibrlnks to inBigniflcaTice, coinp^fod to 
thi^ scene which opens on entering the cavern itself. 
It is Of vast size, chiefly in one apartment, Avhieh needs 
tio human art to render it Biibliino. Tlie eye is confused 
and the heart appalled, at the prodigious exhibition of 
infatuation and folly. Every 'svliero, on the floor, over 
head, on the jutting points, and on the stalactite festoons 
of the roof, "are crowded together images of Gaiidaina 
« — the oflerings of successive ages. Sonio are perfectly 
gilded ; others eiicx*usted with calcareous matter ; some 
fallen, yot sound ; others mouldered ; others just 
erected. Some of these are of stu[)eijdous size ; some 
not larger than one’s linger ; and some of all the iiiter- 
mediale sizes ; inarbh;, stoiu?, wood, brick, and clay. 
♦Some, even of marble, a re so timeworn, tlioiigh sheltered 
of course from changes of temperature, that the face 
and fingers are obliterated, lit some dark recesses 
bats were h(*ai‘d, and seemed niiineroiis, but could not 
b<i seen. Here and there are models of temples, 
kyouiigs, &c., some not larger than a lialf bushel, ami 
some ten or fifteen feet .square, absolutely iilled with 
small idols, heaped promiseuously one upon anotlier. 
Ah we followed the paths wliieii wound among tJie 
groups of figures and models, every new aspect of tlu' 
cave prt'sented new multitudes of images, A ship of 
five hundred tons could not carry away the half of them. 

Alas ! where now are the successive giaierations 
whose hands wrought these wonder.s, and whose hearts 
conflded in these (iecoits ? Wlun-e now are the millions 
wlio came hither to confess tiu'ir sins to gods that can- 
not hear, and spread tlK.'ir vain oblations to him that 
cannot save ? The multiuides an.' gone, but the snper- 
Btitiou I'emains. 'flie people are h li like the gh'.anings 
of the vintage, but the sway of a senseless,, hopeless 
system is midiininished. Ecwc'v bow in these dark 
.rec*cs.ses, but no bettor altars witness holier devoti<*ns. 
May we not hope great llnngs from tiie (‘fleet of a full 
tolcKition Beeured by the jiresent rul ('rs, and a full tide 
of missionary oflbrt .s(*t Corward by Anien(.‘an cluirelies ! 
Thanks be to God that a ( 'liristian nation rules the u' 
proyinecs, and a (.’hristian eoninnmity sends I'orlh Jiglil 
and truth. Happy and aus[)ici(»us is (he mental dawn 
which now begins to lireak ! May t 'hrisiians pray it 
into perfect clay ! 

On the third day after h'aving JManhnuin, ve arrived 
at the lunvly-foriiied (‘livisiian vdlage t»f whieli Kot.’het- 
thing, so well kmjwii in Ann riea, is jiaslor. It numbers 
as yet but tliirk't ii houses, of which most of the adults 
al•(^ Karen disciples, drawn together to enjoy tlie means 
of luiitual cdifu'atioii. Thirty-nine members constitute 
the church, and others art? abfuit to veinovc tliitlier, 
Eow of the great eflects produced at Mata an' yot visible 
here ; hut ndigioii has :ilveady jdaced thi.s littk; band 
far above their wandering bnuhren in many respects. 
At least, it lias saveil tiieir s-juls ! Did it leave them 
all in their destitution of comfort and n.'llnement, the 
deflciency, wlien compared to the gain, would l»ea grain 
<»f sand — to the iinivei-se ! 

Mr Vinton Avas absent on a jircacliing tour u]i o 
river. Mrs Vinton rccelcod ns with, a heaJdv welcome, 
and tb.c disciples were not behind in paving their cor- 
dial respects. My intended visit? had bei'ii announced 
to them a fortnight ago, and a -meeting and 

communion season a])pointed. Some (.'Iii istians IVuiri 
other villages had arrived, and otliors kejd- eriu'rgiiig 
from tin,* jungle all day. Several brought prestnta of 
eggs, plantains, h(>iiey, and the occasioii ev. lently 
po«.sessed in their minds gicat interest. A number of 
serious inquirers :m<n;opeful converts nresented them- 
selves. Several, wlio iiail for .some months given evi- 
dence of a fej)iritnai ehungv. asked baptism, and ihc 
evening W'as spent in w'arn, devotnmal exercises. We 
lodged in little rooi: ; partitioned oh at tin- (uu* of the 
chapel, and most of those w ho eaimj from .. distance 
lodged in the building. It wu:; truly iMdrcshing t.) hear 
them conversing, till a late hour, on th, thing of the 
kingdom. As one after another at IcngJi grew sleepy, 
he < ngaged in private prayer in a low tone of voice, 
1 himself for repose on tlic clean bamboo 


floor. , TJie voice of prayer was in this manner kept un 
till midnight. ^ 

Next morning we had a church-meeting, at which 
among other business, three candidates for baptism 
were received. Some others were deferred for tlm 
present. The rudc-looking assembly (lately so rude 
indeed, and so ignorant of eternal things) transa(;to(l 
their business with much order, and gi*eat correctness of 
judgment. Now, and several times before,! addressed 
them officially, through Mr Judson, examining into 
their degrees of religious knowdedgo, and leaving them 
various injunctions relating both to temporal and cteiv 
nal things. In the afternoon we met again, and, after 
religious exercises, walked in procession to the water 
side, where, after singing and prayer, I baptised the 
can(lid.'ittf.s in the name of the Holy Three. Tlie river 
wa.s perfectly serene, and tlui shore a clean sand. Oim 
of those lofty mountains whierh I have described roso 
ill isolated majesty on the opposite shore,'* iutercepiin^f 
the rays of the setting sun. The Avater W'as perfectly 
clear, the air cool and fragrant, the candidates (ralm 
and liappy. All was good. May that lonely mountain 
oft(‘ii, ofieii echo with the baptismal hymn and thu 
voice of prayer! Next morning w'e had the Lord's 
sup])er, and depart<?d, amid tlie tear.s and prayers of 
these lovely eliildren of the forest. 

How blessed and golden are these days to Ihirinali ! 
Men love to mark the glorious sunrise. l’.ainti')-s (-(.iiy 
it ; poets sing it ; all derive pleasure and elevation jiu 
they gaze while it blazes iij) the lieavunis, turning m 
gorgeous j)urple every dull cloud, gilding the inouniain 
tops, ami chasing the mists from the valley. (Jod seems 
pr<*seiit, and creation rejoie.c's. lint liow' mneli imuvj 
glorious is tlie dawn 1 am pi'rmitted In'rc to w itm'.ss I 
All tile ronianee which swells the bosom of the semi- 
iiK'Ml.ilist, gazing on early day, is coldness and triHing, 
compart'd to the emotions a (.'liristian may cherish when 
he sees the gospel liegimiing to enlighten a great nation, 
Suredy Ave may hope .such is the iMs(‘ here, and that the 
little light whicli has invaded this (intdre of darkness 
will issue in })erlbet day. 1 see a dim tw'iliglit ; others 
will rejoifi. in the rising sun, and others in the meriiiiau 
(lay. Oh Lord, come w'ith lliy great power! Inspire the 
clinrches to do all tlieir duty, and ))r(*parc all jn.'ople 
lor thy truth. 

I hav(; now Kinni much of the Kannis, and gallu.-ivd 
AvJiat inrorniation there is re.speding them, Avhicli w/ll 
be introduced, with notices of other tribes, in a suh.'n- 
i (jueiit chaph'r. 

The city of Maulniain was only a finv y(\ars ago :• 
jungle, iliougli some intc'liigent natives affirm tlml it 
was once a large city, and tho metropolis of a Shynn 
kingd<»m, then iiidejR'nrU'pt. After tin* cession nf riu-se 
provinces to the English, it was s(‘lected as a iihlitai'y 
jiost, and a town .sprang n]>, Avhicli lias continually in 
creas(jd, and numbers now l}{,()()t) .souls. Tin; rest of 
tlie province contains about more, of Avlnnn some 

tliousand ar(* Ivarens and 'I’oungtlio(»s. The city <'on- 
sists principally of one street, Avhieli extends along tlu' 
river about two and a half miles. The river is about m 
mile with', with a tide of twenty feet perpendicular im^e. 
In 'ic rear, distant about a <juart(!r of a. mile, is a hmg 
! narroAV liill, ruimiiig ))arallel to the river, presimting 
along its simnnit a string of pagoflas mostly Tallen to 
I min. From a fine road, made Jiere by »Sir A. ('iunpbell, 
tlie Avhole city, Avith the rivt'V, shipping, and higli hilU 
on tlie opposite island of flalu, are in full vicAV. Tho 
location of the city has b(jen found exceedingly salu- 
brious, and gentlemen in the company’s service are gl.'ol 
tn resort hitlior for health, from tho oppositt^ shore ol 
tlie Bay of Bengal. Tho setthnnent is too recent to Im 
adorned with noble shade trees, like Tavoy and Mcrgui, 
but is well laid out, and the Burniaiis, always tasttJiul 
in such matters, have planted them to a sufficient extent. 
(Jver the water-courses are handsome bridges y 
stautkl masonry ; and fine roads are made, and being 
made, ill various directions. 

Contafninpr also a cavern filled Avith Idols, whfcli, kowevcii 
ha't uot time to 



Beiilg inet^polis of British Burmah, the com- 
missioner or acting governor resides here. The gar- 
vi.son consists of a rcgiinont of the lino, a detaclniient 
of artillery, and some eompanies of sepoys. The ollicers 
of this force, and the gentlemen connected witli the 
civil service, make a considerable circle of hhiglish 
society, which, with soldiers, traders, &c., and their 
families, ensure all the conveniences of an abundant 
market, various mechanics, and well-supplied shops. 

In the market may always bo had fresh beef, pork, goat, 
voniaon, and poultry, butter, eggs, milk, <ScC., with great 
plenty of the finest fish, fruits, and vegetables. In 
passing througli it omi (hiy, I counted thirty-two difie- 
rciit kinds of fruit la sides v(‘gctablcs. The jirice of ^ 
articles, with some excej>tions, is ch(?aper than in our 1 
cities — fowls, two rupees a dozen ; rici', half a rupee a 
busliol. Tlic best of bakers’ wlieat-bread is sold at j 
about our rates, and British goods are in general cheaper 
than with us. On the whole, it is [jerliaps as pleasant 
and desirable a residence as any part of the cast. 

On comniorcc and trade there arc no rest riel ions. 
Vessels pay no tonnage, and merchandise no duty. 
Kven fiilotago is established at low i-atcs, and such as 
choose to dispense with a ]>ilot, jiay only a small sum 
for the benefit of the buoys. JSliii) and boat liiiildiu, , 
on Knglisli and native modols, is done to the amount of 
^iomc thoiisand tons per annum. 

Tlie irnjmrts from 'J’avoy and Mergui are prinei]tally 
ritta])S, or deiinees (li.-aves stitched upon strips of ratan, 
ri'miy for thatching), darnar torclies, lairdamoms, sajem 
wood, gnapee, ratans, prest>r\ed doryaiis, mats, salt, 
vams, .and ivory, ]ii return are sent to these tdaces 
c.otton, oil, hinglish goods, paddy, lu.'t.'l’, lime, and tama- 
rinds. 

J'rom Rangoon are Imported cntch or catechu, i^iick 
l.ic, grain, oil-S(‘ed, earth-oil, Hesamum oil, lappet (tea), 

IV heat, ivory, laeloTod ware, gla/ed pottery, jaggery 
(black sugar), Burman silks, tamarinds, ehillies, garlic, 
\c‘. ; ami in return are smit a,reea-niits, eotton, dates, 
Knglisli gomls, coiMja-imts, i\c. 

From .Fenang are lirought uinlmdl:'.', innskeis, 
torches, da tes, cotVei', \c, ; and in return ar<‘ sent chieilj 
padfiy and rice. 

Fnmi ( alcnlta ari‘ brought specie, Knglisli goods, 
wines, ginger, steel, I’ose-watej', sugar : and almost tiie 
only imp(»rtaiit return is teak iiud.ier. 'I'he same may 
be said of ^Madras. This is about tin' w hole C(»jumerci* 
of iMiiulinaiii. From eight t(v twelve vessels enter ami 
eieav poT mouth. 

Among the inhabitants ,aiv‘ oUO f'liiiieso, and above 
LMiOll iither foreigners, mitsl (.1 whom are from Bengal 
and Madras. Kacli class has a. jilaee o( vvordii}?, and 
adloTi's to its u.'itio])al eoslinne and liahits. 'j'lie F.ng- 
lish have a eompjinv'selniplam, and a capaiaous c in-li. i 
iIe^(^ service is regularly perlornu'd, and the iro ipsan ' 
I’opiiiaal H> atlemi. T>i<- l'aigii>h Ihiplist elmre i havt j 
albo a, good nif’eting-honse of teak, and om- of I’ e mis- | 
fiionnries always acts as pastor. At present, .Mr Osgimd j 
discharge's tins fluty, in coniiectiou with hiseugagcimmls 
at till' jiriiiting-ofJice. 

Tlun-^rb tliere is not the slightest restraint upon ido- I 
kdry in thesis provinces, the peoj.le. an; eertainly le.'^s 
devoted. to their superstition than befo’-e the war. li 
is scarcely jmssiblo to discover, from F.ic appearance e-f 
the streets, when tile woivb’p days occur; and the 
iininber of priests is uiucli less than ii wouid bo anioug 
an efjual population In Burnudi Frope . The- people 
are evidently ripening for some change. Tlmre is there- 
fore eminent neci'Ksily for following np. witli tiie utmost 
'•gour, ilie means for extoudiiig Christianity. Tlui 
itiorals of the people wouhl gr< *at]y sufVer by the loss of 
fheir religious .system, if iio otlier wen? to ue substituied. 
Such u crisis* is not .ahogether improholile, and the 
people of God arc most nlfectiiigly culled cipon, by the 
state of the ease, to send out more tcaciicrs forth with. 

Still, Boodhisrn is as yet by no means a r.eglected 
system. New pagodas are making their appearance in 
different parts of the city. There are twenty-nine 
hyoungs, containing somewhat more than oOO priests, 


Including nbvioiaf eSj wlio arc plentifully supported. The 
kyoungs aro vastly superior to tho dwellings of the : 
common people, and some of them are situated in de- 
lightful groves with ample grounds. Here and theije 
is a sacred baimian-trco, carefully nurtured, and occa- 
•sionally lighted with lamps at night. In the city and 
Hulmrbs are seventy-eight pagodas. 

My evening walks witli Mr and Mrs Judson were 
upon the hills, and near the principal of those pagodas. 
The ascent is fatiguing, though part of the way is faci- 
litatiid by brick stairs twelve or iifteen feet wide. The 
pagoda, as usual, is entirely solid. Around its base aro 
snialh'i* ones, and numerous shrines built of brick nicely 
stuccoed, like little tem[)les, from the size of a large 
<l()g-house up to the size- »>f a small dwelling. Within 
ami around thes<? are images of Gaudaina, precisely 
like the pictures of him common in America, generally 
ell gilt. Ijittlc ] taper Hags, Ac., Ac., arc before them — 
tlio offerings of tho devout., 'fall flag-staffs arc nume- 
rously planted on the crown of the hill, with various 
f:treamer.s, some of wliich are tasti.'fiil ami elegant. 

A large and .substantial house stands beside the pa- 
goda, literally filled with images of Gaudama, mo-st of 
thf-'in of colossal size, 'fliesc are mad<; of brick, with 
a thick coating of pla.stor, perfeirtly smooth, and re.sem- 
hliiig nuarble. There are sonu; humlveds of these, all 
in pcrft'cir<;pair, many of them ajuiareiitly placed there 
Itv thesii dec‘‘iv«‘d idolaters latt'ly. The number 

eoMlimially inen a.-es. One of these imagc.s is in a re- 
cumbent posture, and must be at least forty feet long. 
Some of the images veju c.st'iit \vorshi]»pers, in a most 
reverent altitudi', before certain figures. 

While walking among tlieso distressing evidmice.s of 
1 folly and misery, wo often saw sireuoslikii the following: 

! - A poor m.'iii struggled up the back part of the inoun- 
! tain with a little chibl on his back, less than three y(‘ar.s 
' old, plucking a lew gri i-n twigs from tlie hushes as ho 
■ pas.s<-.d. lie. svent up to a great bell su.'*p(‘iided in the 
ar(‘a, and Inking a deer^s lion) lying on the ground 
for tile pm’j>o.-;e, .struck it fwiciMir thrice. Then, reve- 
rently euti'i’ing ilie ii ing«'-iiou.st‘, he pro.strali'd him- 
self, and tnuglil Ids lit !e one to do the same, which it 
did so ivndily ns t-» ni ike ir eeriaiu it was not its first 
att(‘!npt. Il«* th(‘ii prnyi'd uitii iIk* palms of ids hands 
placeil togi tin r, ami v.’dseil to Ids forehead, while tho 
poor jittle lisjied out some of the same words. 

At tin* eoiichisimi, In' walked u]» to the idol ho had 
addressed, ami laid lu ldre ii, with great solemnity, 
hi;^ olieriug of giveii lea ves ; and taking up tho babe, 
de.scemh-d ihe mouiilain. 

Oh ve parents, wlnt take no ]»aiiis to teach your little 
'•lies t<» ailon', and irust, and serve the <;ti‘i*nal God, be 

rovi-(l :i 1 .alxi.sluHl That poor idulator may Coll- ' 
front and < ndonm vm t iln* awliil day! 

Thank lioil, ilie giopel is slowiy extending its happy 
coin(Ue-.ts in this phieo. 'I'wo very respectable ])cople 
applied for leapt i-m t Lord'.s d.ay, and many are per- 
snaih'd that I'oudli no Goil. A hundred fdinstiaiis 
hold toi-rh tlu' n ut ami ;i teeming press presents to 
tlie poop!*' the dtviu .•.-tiniony. But we must pray for 
the spirit’s iiiihieiiC' .May not this be our ediiof dcft- 
eu'ucy ! 

Tile mis';!.)!! here was t'stahlislied by Air Boardman 
with the tirst settlement of the town by the British in 
lh'27. Mr .fud-sou eaiiie ill a few moiith.s, and Mr 
Buaivlman left liie j)laee to conmieiice the .station at 
Tavoy. It is now tlu* jiriiicipal point in our mission, 
having the ]>riuting-()lHee, livv- houses for iiiissii»naries, 
an Kngli^h elia[)el, a large toakwood zayat, and smaller 
zayata in dilVeronl parts of the town. Belonging to ll'e 
station are Ah* Judson, Air Hancock, Air Gsgood, and 
Mr Bi'imett. The iatter is wholly engaged in teaching 
an Kngli.sli high-scliool for native chiltivcn, and is nearly 
supported by tho salary allowoil by tho company. 

The priiiting-oflico is of brick, two stories high, 136 
feet long by 5G wide. It contains four hand-presses, 
and a power prcoS, equal to two more ; twelve small 
founts of English typo, one of Burman, one of Karctn« 
and one of Taling. For these last there are punches 




«»ty5c(6it; oast awwat 

'!t]bi© expense has, of course, been enormous, 

; ihm being about one thousand matrices for the Bur- 
Itttift fount alone. A new set of punches and matrices 
bas just been ordered for the Burmaii character, on a size 
deduced one third. Tli© upper rooms of the office ai*e 
devoted to a bindery, storage, &c. ‘ The capabilities of the 
bindery are fully equal to the work of the printing- 
‘ office. Every part (}f the labour, in printing and bind- 
ing, is performed by natives, of whom, on an average, 
twenty-five are constantly employed. 

The n-ative church under Mr J udson’s care has more 
tlian a hundred members. Some sixteen or eighteen 
are valuable assistants, of whom a part are generally 
employed at other stations. Such as are employed here, 
meet Air Jiidson every morning at sunrise, and give jin 
account of their labours during the, previous day, often 
rehearsing the very conversations. An excellent op- 
portunity is thus obtained for enlarging and rectifying 
their views, and giving them helpful ideas in particu- 
lar cases. On Sunday, the congregation consists of but 
few besifles the church inernliers. If any attend tliree 
or four Sundays, they are pronounced disciples by their 
friends, and indeed generally become so. 

Scarcely more direct missionary labour is expended 
on this city than on Tavoy. l\Ir Hancock is not yet 
suflicioiitly master of the language to be able to preach, 
and Mr Osgood lias of course made still less advance. 
Kor do the printing-office labours of these brethren 
allow them to devote much lime to study. Mr Judson 
lias been so much engrossed witli revising the trans- 
lation of the whole Old Testament, and [iroof-reading, 
for several years, ns to be wliolly }n*e vented from 
labouring publicly, cither in the zayat or from bouse to 
hou.so. Mr Bennett is coiilhied to tin' school, the labours 
of which are truly arduous. Thus this great city, with 
nominally four missionaries, has no evangelical labour 
done for it, except by the native assistants. 

Mrs Hancock has under her care two schools, con- 
taining together, twenty-live scholars, a few of tliem 
females, wliicli she examines montlily. One of the 
teachers is a disciple. It is very common for the pupils 
to bo withdrawn after a while, sometimes even lud'orcj 
they learn to read. All are re<{nin!d to attend worship 
on Lord’s day.s, and are both then and at other times 
instruct(‘d in religion. From four to eight of the 
scholars are supported by the mission, at an expense of 
about three rupees a-month. Oik; of these schools Ii.as 
been in existence three years, and during that time six 
of tho scholars have passed from death unto life. Tlie 
otlier school is but of four months’ standing. 

I\lrs Osgood*" has two schools for girls, which con- 
tain together nineteen scholars. One of tin; t(;achers is 
a Cliristian. Christian instriietion is imparte<i very 
much as in the hoys’ schools. None of the pupils are 
boarded at prc.sent. One of tln-se schools has existed 
ten months, the other has just now gone into operation. 
No conversions have taken ])laee. 

Mr Beiinotl’s school is largo and flourishing. He 
possesses a hapjiy talent in imparting instruction, ;in ’ 
the 8ta.ted|exami nations abundant W attest his diligeiic<\ j 
The Englisli language is the priimpril object, and many 
of the pupils have made surpri.sing pioficieney. 

The labour which lias been bestowed on schools at 
this station shows little fruit. There are, however, a 
few pupils, who, having long attended, are obviously 
elevated by the; jirocess. 1 givi; a specimen of the com- 
position and spelling of one who was a .scholar of Mrs 
Boardman’sin loIlO, and is now a pupil in Mr iicniiett's 
school, and a promiring member of tlu' ch irch. Jt is 
a letter to one of the loisdoiiarics in Tavoy, and is given 
ag he wrote it in literatim, Tho penmanship 

ia beautiful. 

“ Vvhrvfu,! 1,^, im. 

Your young brother Mv.ung Hw.ih f.rTul.. t(» ymi iKnfvolence, 
love, aad iu 0e faith, grace, mercy, j.nU irom • lo<t oiir 

* of consiimptioM, Oct. r>, :r /, having been 

in the country. 



Father, Je^is Christ out tod. llektisA o# God, love, and 
beiievolenee, my soul and hotly are well. 1 am still iti Maulmeio 
ever learning wisdom and Instruction of the teacher. I endeavour 
to follow the teacher’s words, and learn my lessons with diligenc-p 
and not to be idle. * I pray Jesus Christ for you and yoiir’s, neigh!" 
hour. Pray, you to God for me •, I with rt;spcct b«^g you to. 
Through tho Saviour, Lord Jesus Christ’s mercy, I ani quite still 
In God’s oomiuandmeut. 

All who love tlic Lord .Tosus Christ’s glory, liopo in our way. 
This world is like a wild Ishmd, with many ferocious wild ani- 
nml.s. Tho Saviour Jesus, to save us, oome from the Father’s 
neamess with the savC'Ship, that w^(5 jioor sinner might bo savfil. 
But w'o every day hope hi God’s increy, and desire a gcutlo nn«l 
quite mind. 

Before time, first man Ailam, first w^onian Kv(‘, two person*! 
sinned. We liave all gone out of tho way , we are tOKotlua* boooi no 
iin prod tabic, there is none tliutdooth good, m>, not one, .wlion wo 
trust in .Jesus, we nil ride the gavc-ship, ami free from sin, juvl 
wiW animal’s liann. That nearness to the Lord, free us from, 
harm, and make us quite and happy. Theixw'C al•^^ near tho Loni, 
aiul worsliip with respi’et. God’s inerey on me that 1 may Kunv 
wiser in good w isdom, my elder sister, if God give me permission, 
you will again st'o me, then I should be very glad. Your aflectioji- 
ately, JMecNro Bwam.” 


Englhsli intliience in a variety of w'ays improves the 
tem]un*al condition of these provinces. 1 1 has aholisliod 
those border wars, which kept this people and tlieir 
neighbours continually wretcluMl. None but those 
familiar with the country can describe the evils pro- 
duced by a Bnrnian war. The troops are drawn fj-oiu 
tile I'cmotest provinces, and as they march, lubonrers, 
stores, money, boats, and eatth;, arc taken withoui; 
compensation. 'They have no tents, no pay, no regular 
rations, and .suHcr every sort of hardshii). Every 
where as they go, tho peojile fly into the jungle, and 
such property as cannot he carried away is plundered 
without restraint. Foverty and distre.ss arc thus spread 
over the wltole kingdom, even by a iietty border con- 
flict. Of course, at the seat of war, (?very evil is magni- 
fied a hunilred fold. Tlio mode of raising troops is the 
worst po.ssilih;. Each chief is reijuired to furnish so 
many, and is .sure to get rich by I he operation, lie 
calls tir.st upon those who liavi' money, and suffers them 
to buy thems(!lve.s oif, taking finally only those who 
have no money. So, if ho want boats, the richer hoat- 
ineii pay a bribe*, ami g(;t olf, and the poorer must go. 
So with carts, and in fact, every tiling. 'J'he snppres- 
sion of war cuts oil’ a large portion of tho ehaiiees for 
these extortions. 


In the Tonas.sorim provinces various improvements 
arc perco]>tibh;. (’oin is getting ii)lrodnc(*«l instead of 
nms.ses of lead and .silver ; nuiMufactiires are im].>roving ; 
implements of improved construction are usimI ; jnstico 
is better .administ^’red ; life is .secure; ])ropiTly is 
•sacreil ; religion is free ; taxes, thougli heavy, are more 
equitably imjiosed ; ami courts of ju-tiee are pure, gene- 
rally. l'\>rinerly, men wma* detrvri’d from gathering 
round them crunforts superior to their neighhoiirs, or 
building better bouses, for fear of e,\a(;tioijs. Noiv, 
being secure in their earnings, the m;wly-huilt Iious<!S 
are much improved in size, iiiaterials, and workmau- 
.ship. There are none of tlio.se trajis and trammels 
which embarras.s courts in England and America. The 
pi esitung officer in each province, Ainher.st, 'ravoy, and 


.Mergui, sits as inagi.strate on certain days every weeu ; 
and before him every citizen, male or female, without 
the intervention of lawyer.s, may ])Iea(l liis cause and 
have inimediate redress. < ry wlu;re in British Bur- 
inah, the people jiraise English justice; but they are 
not yet rt'concilcd to regular taxation, 'rhongli the 
Burmaii goveriiinent, or its oppressive agents, took from 
them more than they pay now, yet it was occasional, 
consisted cliiefiy in labour, and they were not under 
the necessity of saving any thing against a certain day 
•—a matter to which they have been altogether unac- 


customed. . * ^ 

Vresuming that my readers would be glad to see Mr 
Judson’s residence, and desirous of giving a specimen 
of tile houses of our Burnian missionaries, I inaue a 




(trawin^j is given in a reduced size below. It 
contains three good>sized rooms and two small oneSt 
It is built precisely like the natives* houses, only larger 
nud betteV, and cost about three hundred doUars. All 
our Bur man missionaries use similar onegu During 
juy pleasing residence with this great and good man, 
lli(i small room on the extreme left was my chamber, 
jind the largo one, with two little fir-trees under the 
windows, my stud}'. The centre room is the dining- 
hall, and tlie farthest one Mr J.’s chamber. Mis study 
is a large apartment partitioned off from one end of the 
chapel. The kitchen, or ‘^cook-house,” is always a 
small, separate building. 



CHAPTER IV. 

of Kftugoon ; Coimncroo; Prices of J.ivin". Slioodapon 
I'agoila. Slav(e of the I’ugixla. f^unT'ise Worship. Rainy 
[Moiisnon. History of the ^Mission. iVIanheo. I.aboiir of Native 
iVssUtunts. Interestins: Case. Voyage to JVgti. Kvidences of 
former (ireatnoss. Shoomjuloo Pjigoda. Voyage up tluj Irra- 
waddy. Roats. Modii of J’Msljing. Prome. la'per N'illage. 
(hmdajun's Ihirinaii PiuM’gy. Earth-oil Wrlls. Shymi 

Eiij’avan. Jluiiis (.f Pngliau. Attempt to l)uy R'..u‘f. RuHalo 
Jlei’duu'n. (.'lU'io^ity of Natives. Toddy. ArruaiatAva. 

On the l ltli of May, the sad hour of bidding adieu to 
tlie dear inissiuiiarit^.s and their interesting disciples 
arrivi'd, and 1 tMubarked for Rangoon. Every day 
had increased iny rtigard for tliein, and tli<5 probability 
of set'ing tliein no more made the last few da.y.s truly 
sorrowful. 

'rile ebango of tlio monsoon, wbicli now tukt s place, 
is often accompanied with .‘■•evcrc squalls; but these 
coasting vessels have little fear of them, and never lay 
uj) oil that account. Oft(.*n the si'asfjii passes without 
any that are serious, as it has this year. We had two 
or tliree Hurries with rain ; but they helped us on 
I'owerlully, ami the 17tli (of May) found meat llangooii, 
uilhout acciilent. The (Milranco of the river, though 
six miles >vide. Is dittieuU to liud, the channel v(*ry 
narrow, and the coast a ei*y shoal fora great distaiiec 
above ami I)i low ; whih’ a perfectly Hat slutro, .scarcely 
above high tides, gives the mariner no certain land- 
marks. There are no pilots to he had, hut by sending 
a boat to tlio city. f)ii one jioint is a cluster of trees, 
which lias been* called tlu' elephant,” from a lancied 
re, semblance to tliat animal ; but my iinaginalioii was too 
<lull to discern much shajie. Tlic .sands lia ve extended 
^'>me miles to the southward, siiujc the coa.st was first 
survl'yed. 

i hiving passed tlu.‘ ordeal of the custom-house, w'itli- 
out any special vexations, I found Mo-srs Wehl) and 
Howard, with their wive.s, in usual health, and received 
h'oni them a kiii<l and cordial rec<'plion. 

The luimo of Rangoon is so conspicuous in the .annals 
hi our mission, and occurs so often in the narratives of 
travellers on this coast, that I natyrally entm’cd it with 
feelings of peculiar intei est. Association of ideas, of 
course, keiqia up some of that interest ; . but so WTctched 
a looking town*, of its si/.c?, 1 have iiowI\e”c seen. The 
^ky is spread upon part of a vast meadow, but little 
above high tides, and at this season resembling a ne- 
R^ected swamp. The approach from the sea reveals 
iiothiug but a few wooden liouse.s between the city wall 
aud the shore. The fortifications are of no ax ail against 
ntodern modes of attack. They consist of merely a row 


of timbert set M iW gi'otihd^ rising to the height of 
about 18 feet, wdth a narrow platform running round 
inside for muskoteers, and a few cannon, perhaps half 
a dozen in all, lying at the gateways, in a useless condi- 
tion. Some considerable streets are back of the town, 
outside the walls. 

The entire population is estimated at 50,000, hut that 
is probably too much. There is no other seaport in the 
empire, but Bassoin, which has little trade, and the city 
stands next in importance to Ava; yet there is nothing 
ill it that can interest a traveller. A dozen foreigners, 
chiefiy Monguls, liave brick tenements, very shabby. 
There are also four or five small brick places of W'or- 
ship, for foreigners, and a miserable custom-house^. 
Besides these, it is a city of nainboo huts, comfortable 
for this people, considering their habits and climate, 
but in appearance as paltry as possible. Maulinain haa 
already many better buildings. The caves of the houses 
generally descend to within six or eight feet of tho 
ground ; very few being of more than one story, oi* 
having any other covering than thatch. Cellars are 
unknown, and all tho houses are raised two or three feet 
above the ground for coolness and ventilation. As the 
floors are of sj>lit bamboo, all dirt falls through, and 
what is not picked up by crows, dogs, fowls, &c., is oc- 
casionally swept out and burned. For nearly half tho 
year, the city presents a most singular appearance, half 
sad, half silly. By a standing law, on the setting in of 
the dry season all the thatch must be reiiiovod, except 
a particular kind, not common, made partly of split 
bamboo, which will not easily burn. Were it not for 
the people in the streets, and tho cloths of various 
kinds put up in the houses to keep off the sun, it would 

seem, at these times, like a city de.serted. 

'riic .streets are narrow, and paved with Iinlf-bumt 
bricks, which, as wheel-carringcs an; not allowed within 
the city, are in tolerable repair. There is neither wharf 
nor quay. In four or five places are wooden stairs, at 
which small boats may land passengers ; but even those 
do not extend within twenty fii(?t of low water mark. 
Vessels lie in the stream, ami iliseharge into boats, from 
which the packages, slung to a bamboo, are lugged on 
men’s slioiilders to the custom-house. 

The comniereo of the place is still considerable, 
though greatly crippled by enormous \)()rt-chargcs, and 
absolute prohibitions against exporting rice or the pre- 
cioius metals. Specie is exported, hut only by adroit 
smuggling. Could rice bo exported freely, a most 
beneficial trade, both to government and people, might 
be carried on, the agriculturist receive a bettor reward 
for his toil, and the ])rice of land bo raised throughout 
tlio kingdmn. Paddy is now selling at live rupees the 
Imndred liaskets ; that is, about t^\•o dollars fifty cents 
h>x* a Imndred bushels ! 

TJie best of cleaned rice is four annas a basket — about 
twelve cents a bushel ! AVheat, as good as 1 have ever 

seen, is selling at twenty dollars per hundred bushels. 
.Such prictis wouM .send Jierc half the vessels in Bengal 
Bay. I low strange that governments must always be 
doing damage, by dabbling in matters whielK if left to 
themselves, would }>|’Osper! However, the policy is 
certainly more wise than that of Great Britain, w'hich 
lets Hoim? of her subjects annually starve, and others 
constantly sutthr, by keeping hread-stufls away. 

Other necessaries arc eiiually cheap in Rangoon — 
fowls, about one dollar })cr dozen ; black tea, brought 
down the Irrawaddy from China, twelve cents a pound ; 
rice, one cent per pound ; coffee, six cents per pound ; 
sugar, six ; bread same as in Boston ; eggs, fifty cents 
per hundred ; milk, forty-five cents per gallon ; wages, 
six dollars per month, without food or lodging; oil for 
cooking and larnp.s, fifty cents per pound ; washing, four 
dol Ini’S per huiidx’ed ; fuel, about seventy-five cents per 
month. Almost every kind of British manufactures 
may bo had in the bazaar, at rates not higher than they 
cost in Boston. Medicines are not easily procured, and 
many kinds are excessively dear. 

During the long wars of Europe, in tho days of 
Napoleon, many vessels were built here, chiefly by the 




0 E^UiI )9 amounting, on an avehige, from 1790 to 1802, 
' to or four thousand tons per annum. At the 
•toe of Colonol Symmes’s visit, in 1796, there wore 
'toveral ships on tho stocks, of from 6*00 to 1000 tons* 
: hurdeii. This branch of business is now almost auni- 
hUated. 

Two miles from llangoon is the celebrated pagoda, 
called Shoodagoii. J t stands on a small hill, sur- 
rounded by many smaller pagodas, some fine zayats 
and kyoungSjUiul many noble trees. The hill has been 
graduated into successive terraces, sustained by brick 
walls ; and the summit, which is completely levelled, 
contains about two acres. 

The two principal a]>proaclies from the city arc lined 
on each side, for a mile, v^ith tine ])agodas, some almost 
vieing for size ^ith Shoodagon itself. These are in 
every state of repair ; from beautiful white new oikjh 
to mere grass-grown heaps. In most of them the aper- 
tures still remain through which the Knglish soldiers 
penetrated, to take tlie treasure always deposited in 
them. Even the great pagoda did not es{?ape ; but it is so 
perfectly repaired as to show no signs of tlm indignity. 

Passing these on your way from the city, you conic to 
aflightof fime-Avorn steps, covered by a curious arcade 
of little houses of various forms and sizes, one above 
another, some in partial decay, others tinily beautiful. 
After crossing some terraces, coveroil in the same 
manner, you reach the? top, and, passing a groat gate, 
enter at otici; this sad but imposing Iheatro of tJau- 
dama’s glory. One's first imfiressions are, vvluit icrrihlr 
grandeur! what .vicArcabo; niugnificenco ! wJiat absurd 
imagery ! what extravagant cxpeiidiluro ! wJiat long 
successions of devotees to prociire this throng of build- 
ings of such various dates! Avliat a \u>or n ligion that 
makes such labours its chief meritoriousnesa ! ilefore 
you stands tlie laigi? Shoodagon, its top among the 
clouds, and its golden sides Idazing in tho glories 
of an eastern sun. Arouml are pompous zayats, noble 
pavements, O ./thic mausoleums, uncouth colussal lions, 
curious stone urabrollas, gvaci fully cylindrical buniiers 
of gold-cmbroidored muslin lianging from lofty pillai’s, 
enormous stone jars in rows to receive* oiferings, tapers 
burning before tlic? images, exijiiisite tlowi'vs di.splayed 
on every side, filling tlio air with fragrance, and a mul- 
titude of curved tignrea of idols, woi'shijipers, grillius, 
guardians, Ac. 

Always, in the morning, nioii and women are seen in 
every direction kneeling behind their gift, and with u])- 
Jifted liunds reciting tlieir devotions, itfre'u witli a string 
of beads counting over each repetition; aged persons 
sweep out every jilaec*, or pick llie grass from the 
crevices; dogs and crows straggle around the altars, 
and devour the recent oti'erings ; the great bells utter 
their frequent tones ; and ibi; mutter of j*raying voices 
mako.s a bum like tlie buzzing of an exehange. Tin? 
whole scene is so strange, so distressing, that one is 
relieved to stroll away among tho lingo tri'cs, and gaze 
from tlic parapet on the unlimited scene aromnl. It is 
one wide, flat jungle, Avitliout a single liilb but that of 
Syrian in the distance ; but it is n<ilurr. It is the 
temple of the true (bxl ; tlie onlyr.’ejn’cseniation he has 
given of bis natural perfections, as the Ibble is of his 
moral ones. All the rest is distortion, ahsiirtlity, and 
crime, Uf inferior pagodas (lliougli some suj'pass in 
size any f have seen elsewluTi?) there ar*- in lvango!':i 
more than five Imndivd, occui'ying as much spac«? as 
the city itself, ju'ohably more. Most of tiiem .srand a 
little out of the <-ity, .nlcrsjiorsed with groves ernh , ./(_>•- 
ing costly kyoullg^ ami lominodious zayats. Tlie latter 
are particularly mu; n reus, to accomuiodate the hosts of 
worshippers who resort iiither at certain seasons of 
the year. 

In tho vicinity of tiu.- ii.i' rvo j >0 families oi*'’* slaves 
of tho pagoda,” coi: aiiiing aijo.:t •>.v.> hn idred men, 
and, .is tlm^, chief told me, “ eU i ty of wo. ..on. They 
do not apj^jfetp be poor or d<'-pis«‘<l. and th 'd- .|u;a*tor 
of the eity'&npt distinguishxl !>> anv .. iruci:. tr fea- 
ture. ^^Theyi^ome so, not ui\va>s be. ausc of crime, 
-;iut .'..(ttiu by lauitely ineuiTiug the displeasure of a great 


man ; or he gives them as an act of Moist of 
them are so bv birth, for the progeny of such persons are 
for ever in tno same obildition. They are not allowed 
to marry, except among themselves. * 

I visited the pagoda frequently about sunrise, as it is 
the only direction in which one can ride. There were 
always twenty-five or thirty worshippers scattered uji 
and clown, and on tho regular worship days, several 
hundreds. Thi?y come and go during the cool of the 
morning, remaining about fifteen minutes, and amount- 
ing, J Avas told, in tho avIioIc, to tAvo or three thousand. 
A foAv remain all day in the cool zayats, often r(?peat- 
ing their worship, and spending tho intervals of tho 
time in friendly chat. Some, as an act of particular 
merit, stay all night. No priesus are in oiHcial attend- 
ance, nor, indeed, did 1 ever see any there perforftiino' 
their own worship. The act of worship is called shec~ko^ 
thougli the name is often given to the mere act of pro- 
stration Avliicli accompanies it. 

.livery one brings a present, often a bunch of flowers, 
or only a foAV green twigs, plucked ou the AA'ay, luir. 
geiicraHy tlu? nicest eatables ready cooked, beautiful 
buiielies of llowers, articles of raiment, Ac. The amount 
of offerings here is very great. Stone vases, some of 
which Avill hold fifty or sixty gallons, stand round tlu; 
pagoda, into Avliicli the devotees carofiilly lay their 
leafy plates of rice, ])lantains, cakes, &c. As these nre 
successively filled, appointed persons from am>mg the 
pagoda slaves, empty them into their vessels, assorting 
the various kinds. Tho b(;autiful flowers remain all 
night, and are swept out in the morning. No one ever 
objt?<?f( (l, Jiowever, to my gatliering them at iiicasiirc. 
A gift once dt*po.sir.cd is no more regarded. 1 havi' 
b<?on crows and dt>gs snatch the gift ero the olb.’ivv had 
Avcll done his prayers, Aviihout tho shadow of resistaiu-o 
being oifered. 

Tlie reju’oof of debovah to Israid Viy tho jiropln l. 
often came strongly to my mimi, as these croAvda passed 
ou Avith their Iteautiful flowi'rs, and the finest of llie 
fruits of the earth. »Slie did not know that 1. gavi* 
her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied hiT .silvi r 
and gold, Avhich tliey pri'jairc for liaal: <.heri;fore 1 
Vkili take? aw.jy my corn and iiiy Avine, an«l will reeoser 
my Avool and my Ha.\.” Ifosea ii. o, 9. Ilow bound] •-.s 
the goodiioj’S and forbearanco of (iod! Will a man 
rob (dod i Yet the.si' rob l»im of the tithes and oiferings’’ 
))e?%to\ved on their sens(?less iinagf'S, and take fiis frnili-. 
of the earth to do honour to the things his sonl abliors. 

I could not but feel, as I gazed upon the. rich lam[sea)»e 
and bright heavens, and niarki.sl the joy of the young 
men and maidens as tiiey )utssed on, that lie who tln n 
forbore, woqid, in Ills abundant nierey, “ give them I'le.- 
tors after his oavu heart, .vlic. shall teach tlieiii know- 
ledge and uudershtnding.” 

Tfic rainy monsoon has been considered fairly set in, 
since? the lOtli of Alay, but it rain.s as yet gem.- rally 
only towards night, and the Aveatlier is i:very way di li- 
eltius ; cv(?ry tree? being evcj’green, a lew showers bring 
forth all the beauties e^' mitlsummer. Though the snii 
i.s nearly vertical, tlu? clouds and showers st) cool l.'ie 
air, that tho thermometer seddoni rises above IhJ" or 
67'" at noon, and goi'S down ti» {{O'" bi.'lbro morning. 1 
liriA'e .low ]msscd the e>rdeal of the ('iitire h ot*. season ; 
and of nothing am I more convin(?('d, botli from expe- 
I j*ieuco and observation, and (.spiicialJy from tho loti 
mony of very many intelligent foreign resielents, tlian 
ihat the cliniati? i,s as saliibrimis and as pleasant as.iny 
other ill the world. 1 liai c sulVerod from lit?at greatly 
more ill Italy, and even in riiiladelphia, than I havo 
over done here, and have never found a moment when 
I could not bo perf(?ctly comfortable by sitting sb • 
T«.*go ubr(»ad in mid-day, is, lioAvcver, more intolcrabit , 
and, for any but natives, i.s eminently lu'r/.ardous. 

TJie mission to this city has bad great disadvantage^ 
and ilio ajiparont results are at ibis lime very snn‘ 
The fii*st jnissionaries, who were Englisli, chose a **bia' 
tion ou'tsifie the town near the pagoda, and erootci a 
Imiid'.'ig far too sumptuou.i. One afterwards chose an- 
oUj*?r field, and the other auotlicr cinploymcut^ l 



Btatlott wa« fww etfetidvrfy occupied till by Mr Jud- 
6on, ^bo being without native assistants, without the 
language, without traotsj without experience, and living 
in the same house, was here many years before he began 
to make direct evangelical efforts among the people, 
part of this time was spent in acciuiring the Pali,* or 
sacred language of the Burmans, on which he was 
erroneously led to place a high value. At length he 
was able to preach, and some souls wore won; but 
scarcely had a little church been gathered, before the 
war broke out, in which he suffered so dreadfully, and 
which suspended all missionary effort, and scattered all 
the converts. At the close of it, ho did not resume his 
place in Rangoon, but proceeded to tluj provinces ceded 
to England, where ho lias remained. 'Die liower of the 
church followed him to Maulinain. 

b’rom that time there has never been a missionary 
btationed hero who could fully preach in Burinan ! 

Mr Wado was at the station a few months, in so bad 
health as to be thought near his end, and sailed for 
America. All the others have spent their time chiefly 
in study. 

The spirit of iiersccution has never iutennittiMl at 
Rangoon, and the acts of it very seldom. Wi- Judson 
never had public meetings of the church, oitlier for 
worship or business, and the disciples came to him 
privately. When Mr and Mrs Bennett attenijdcd to 
establish a school, an t.‘\citenu*nt was created which 
immediately soaltercd it. The master was publicly 
whipped, ami the old pastor, Ko Tluva, was imprisoiuMl 
and ])ut into the stocks, and la li'used only by paying 
sixty riijH'es. Mr and Mrs Webb took tin? station two 
years ago, on tb<’ r<?moval of Mr Bennett to take charge 
()f the government frec'-selux*! at Maulinain. 'I'liougb he 
bad only made a good beginning in the language, yet, 
with the aid of the old jiastor, and a native assistant 
from Maulinain, he began to look out and draw forth 
the very few <liseipli‘s who wen? now U.ft, and to meet 
and act without coiuu'alinent. After a ff'W niontlis, and 
b(.‘lbre any new (?onvcrsioiis occurred in tin* city', per- 
secution was vecummeiiced, which put a not only 
to IIk? nie(?tiiigs, I ml- all missionary (Tfort. Mr Webb 
and wife bad gone to Maulniaiii for their lu'altli, ami 
]\h' Howard, wlio bad been in tli(‘ eounfry Imt a few 
iiiuiillis, was left in charge <.if the siatiuii, wlitii the 
troubles began. J\o Saidone,-!* the ])reaelier (the old 
p:ihtor has been delernd from jmblic labours since his 
siifli-rings), was seized wliih? preaching on the veranda, 
and tliuiigli Mrs 11. procured from the wooii-gyee an 
tu'ik r lor liis releas(’, the iiderior rulei’S ri'fuseil to exe- 
cute jl, ami at last succeeded in iiieensuig his mind 
also. Tlufy demamled .Sa.iilone’.s death, ami possibly 
might have procured it, had he not been a Maulinain 
man, and of course a Hritisli subject. .Six or eight ^ 
Jvareiis, Avlio formed Mrs II. ’s school, and as many j 
more who liad at that time visited Jhuig<»oii to receive 
baptism, were seized, [mnislied in the stocks, ami, after 
.'i week, sent away into the jungle. .Seari-ii was made 
for disciples lii^oughout the city, but nom? were detected. 
Various tortures Avere iiiHieted on San lone, to make 
him renounce hi.s faith, and the iinpxvssion tlirougliout 
the cii v was, that he would be ]mt to death ; but after 
several ’aums of money had been paid liy lits Avife, he 
was at length turned out, Avith eliains on his legs, to 
Work ill the Avoon-gyer’s yard. After a time, by paying 
more than two liiimlred riiiM Os, ho Avas set at. liberty, 
^ith the ex})ress injunction not to preach or distribute 
tracts again in tin? jiiri.sdiction of the Aveon-gyee. From 
tins lime, none of tlio discii)le.-3 dur.st avow tliemsolve.s, 
except the old pastor, Sanlono’s wife, and a fi?Av more. 
Mo meetings were held ; the jieople durst not come 
ticar the missionaries, nor receive a tract, nor even 
^‘iigage as servants in their iainilies. A poor woman 
"'ho took care of Mrs Webb’s cliild for a short time, 
"us lined flfteen rupee.s for so doing, \ftci* tlirei? or 
mur months, tho alarm subsided. The peop ’ j now 

* I’ronoiinc!C?d Pah-lty, ucccfttflig lodi alike. 

\ Accent on last .s) UiAhIc. 


accept tracts, and asaiatftnt^ Maolmain preocK 
unmolested ; but no Rangoon native Christian dares dd 
it, or give tracts. Tiie church cannot be assembled ; 
but few members can be found at all ; and the church 
may almost be said to be extinct. It is not probable 
that any native would be allowed openly to confess that 
he had changed his religion. 

In the mean time, God has been carrying on his 
Avork among the adjacent Kart?ii.s, particularly at Mau- 
bce, through the instrumentality of Ko Tha-byu.* 
Many have been convi>rt(?d ; the old members, though 
fined upward.^ of six hundr£?(l rupees, and suiTOundod 
hy reproach and injury, continue steadfastly to avow 
their faith, and keei) up tlieir im?etiiig. Mr Webb has 
baptised about forty, avIio have cfmie to Rangoon, for 
that purpose ; some of them since the pei*.s<?cution. Ko 
Tliii-a lias been out to them, ami baptised tAvonty-nine 
more ; ami sixty or eighty are now asking baptism. 
Within t.Ii(? past two inonlhs, tlu?y liavo again been fined, 
and they are still greatly op])ress(?d. Here is certainly 
an example of fortitude and meekness Avortliy to bo 
recorded Avitli those of (?arly Gliristiaiis. JSix liundred 
rupees could only be extorted from tlic.se mlserablo 
Karejis by the .seizure of their entire substance. Many 
of them had not left a bullock, or an implement to till 
tlic ground. I’ho case furnishes an an.swx?r to such as 
ask cA'ideiice of tin? reality of a work of grace on tin 
' hearts of our converts, and should animate u.s to send 
the? gos]iel to a peo]ilt? avIio so sincerely receive it. 

Tlie iiatiA'e assistants avIio accompany me labour dili- 
g( ntly, and ar(? grixitly pleased with ai)i'earariC(?s so far. 
The <lay after arriving, they sprearl nice mats on tho 
porch under my Nvindow, and, taking their seats, Avith 
a pile of tracts bc'.side them, si'oii bad an audience. I'hey 
I have coiitiinied thus ev(?ry day, having almost ahvays 
j one or two, and s'.unetimi.s tNvonty or thirty, to listen 
or dispute. So little labour will supi'ort a family in this 
country, that m.any arc always at leisure to sit tims. So 
far as 1 have sei'ii, tl:oy uniformly conduct witli doeoi'urn 
and good b.'inper, Mr W(?})b is gi.iiei’ulJy at hand to 
Avatcli tlu' cour.sv? of diTiati', and take a jiart when it 
seems useful. Aftc.'i’ eight or ten duy.s, two of them 
projiosed a Avnlk of twohe or fifteen miles, to preach 
ami distribute tracts in the villages round about. They 
took a goodly (piantity, ami, alter a foAv day.s’ absence, . 
returned tleiiglited. In evi'ry village they Avert* Avell 
received, and Avlujri' they stopp(?d, the best food and 
Imlging Avert? given them Avilli the kinde.st hospitality, 
'riu'ir tract.’, were gone long before tliey got liaek, and 
eighty or ninety jiersoiis api)H(?d in vain. They met 
Avitb sevi?rai interesting cases. ( )no of these Avas a man, 
Avho, being on a journey, by ebanee as Ave say, stopped 
at a bouse Avhcri? they wi'rc? resting lli(?insclves. The 
moment he saw tlu* tracts, he fell upi^n his knees, and 
shee-koed to the ground. I le received tAVo or Ih dth 
the greatest r(?\(*renee and gratitude, olfering sevei*al 
rupees in return. He had for years felt burdened witbv 
pin, ami deeply felt the iiiipidoiicy of the Bunnan re- 
ligion to grant him relii'f. !ii some of Ids travels he 
had nu't a man ayIio liad a litlU? book Avliich disclofied a 
iioAv religion. On b#i?omirig anxious, he ottered twenty 
rupees if any Avould bring him .such a one ; but he sought 
ill vain. At length, some one told him there wei*o 
foreign teachers in Rangoon, avIio had such books to 
give away, lie inim.cdiately travelled there, but sought 
them through tlm city in vain, and returned more sad 
than ever. His delight at now meeting Avith tho books 
and teachers Avas great, With a mind pr(‘par(?<l for 
instruction, ho at onct* understood and ri?ccived tho 
truths disclosed to liim, and sat from hour to hour 
listeuing to tlie Avomlrous truths of tin? gosipel. Ho Avas 
furnished Avilli the Life of Christ,” tlu* i)igesL of tho 
, Kcav Testament,” and one or tAvo smaller tracts, and 
J did not leave tlto assistants Avhile they remaim?d. May 
the kind providence Avhicli brought him to tliat liouse 
make liiiu a monument of mere)', and an instrument of 
good to benighted Burmah ! 

Luijt syUj\l>ly accented, aii<.l pronounced like ii in. inibm, ■ 




All ti^Vellers ftceovd to Burltianis the ptaif» of uni IW lormer eitent miay still be traded * btit I found 
oommon energy, and in this respect they doubtless stand almost the whole site covered with water a few inches 
veryfar above their neighbours. But though possessed deep, owing probably to a neglect of the drains and 
of much muscular power, and ready at times to exert sluices. The present town is upon the site of the old 
it all, their activity will not compare with that of and consists of but two streets, one parallel to the river 

northern men. In negotiations of all sorts, they are and the other leading out to the great pagoda. The 
particularly slow, crafty, and suspicious. From the late king endeavoured to restore the city to consequence, 
daiy of my arrival, 1 looked out for a boat to convoy me as the Feguans are no longer a distinct people. For 
to Pegu, Ava, Ac., and several times thought 1 had this purpose, he removed thither, in 17.90, from Ran- 
succccded ill Iiiring a suitable one ; hut have been finally goon, the seat of the provincial government. Tlie effort 
' compelled to purcluisc. Being a mere hull, it has been proved abortive. The merchants and majority of the 

• ^ .necessary to build ujion it the customary appurtenances, people remained at Rangoon, wliere all business advani 
and I have found it impossible to <;xpcdite the business, tages were so greatly superior, and tlie government was 
Through the kind olHecs of Mr Lanceigo, collector of soon reseated at Ivangoon. Tho ilese.ription of the city 
the port, I have an excellent and expcrienc(al old pen- given by Colonel Syiiimes, who visited it in 1795, will 
in, or head boatman, wdio, with six men, engages to not now apply. 

take me to Pegu and Ava for a given sum. Desolate ainl diminislied as is the city, its huge Shoo- 

On the 1st of June, 1 set forward to visit Pegu and ma-doo pagoda, and some of its appendages, are in good 
adjacent towns, accompanied by j\lr Webb, two of the preservation, and worthy of all admiration. It stands 
native assistants, and a servant. A clear sky enabled on a fine hill, of gradual ascent, the summit of which 
ns to get every thing on board without wetting, and we has been llattencd into a plain of about three .'icres. 
got on finely for a couple of lioui’s, when a squall eunie The sides are sloped into two terraces, asctuided by 
up, which nearly swampisl us; but it was soon over, steps of hewn stone. Tho top is oceupied not only by 
and we baled out the boat, and proceeded with renewed the groat pagoda, but by zayats, kyoiings, trees, tS:c. 
obligations to praise Him “who walketli upon tlie wind 'I'lie pyramid is of the usual form. The base consists 
and maketli the clouds his cdiariot.” of two octagonal stories, much larger than the pagoda 

Thecomfortaiulconfidence with wliieh, in this region, itself, and v/ide enough to sustain <‘a(di a ring of sixty 
one may travel for half the year, seeuri' from storm or pagodas, about thirty ft'ot high, similar to each oth(‘r, 
shower, arc now reversed. It rains daily. The atmo- though not alike, and many of them much in jured by 
sphere, loadcal with moisture, insinuates its danipne.ss time. The diameter of this octagonal base is 100 feet, 
everywhere, making musty and mouldy tho very clothe.s and the entire lieight of tlie building .‘hiO feet. 'I’liis is 
in one’s trunk. Thost? who are at homo hero can do tlio pagoda. ropr(!S('nted in my Bible Dictlon.ary, and of 
very well liy wrapjiing things in llannel or wax<Mlclotli.'^, wliicli alone ]>rints are common. 'J’hc! country round 
or putting them in tin boxes, Ac.; but tho travelh'r, is that same uniform level which distinguislio.s the whole 
and the voyager in a small boat, has none of thesti con- of what was the kingdom of Pegu, 
veniences. Having made considerable alterations in my lioat, 

Entering the Pegu river about an liours pull below suggested by experience in g« dug to I'egu, I left Rangoon 
Rangoon, we ascemded to tin* aneient and famous city for Ava, aec<»inpanied by .Mr Howard, as interproKo', 
of Pegu in li roe tide.s. Had we not sfopjied to look outlie litliofJune. The weather was fine, and before 
at town.s, di.sti’ibuft^ tracts, \e,, two tides would have tiu? end of the Hood tl(h‘, we had rowed twenty-live 
an.sw'ered, by wliich 1 judge the distance to be about miles on the i’anlang, one of the mouths of tlie great 
sixty mile.s. Tho river empties into the Rangoon river of Bnrrnah. Tlie country was flat, inundated at 
by a wide mouth, but soon narrows to *200 yards, and high tide.s, and iincullivated, till towards evening, wlu ii 
before wo got to tlie city, to as many feet. Only .small the banks were higher, the lands laid out for rice, mid 
boats ascend it farther. The hanks are luxuriaut Hats, villages numerous. 

covered with a grass ten or twelve feet li/gli (tho ,^voN Stopping, at the i^\]nratioii*of the next tidi*, at Kew- 
charum sponimieum), much used in thatching. For new, Iweiity-tive inili.'s fartlu'r, wt? found a cluster of 
the first forty mih s, no liabitatioiis are to be sei'U. large village.s, amounting to fifteen or sixteen hundred 
Monkey.s, alligator.s, cranes, and vultures, were nuiiic- houses. Innumerable boats, large and small, wi re 
rous. Elephants, deer, wild hogs, tigers, cVc., are .said taking in ric<*, .salt, tit.li, Ae., for the upper country, 
to be abumlant, but we ^<a.wnoue, ^I'liis fair and fruitful Hiring two small canoe.s, which could ])eiiotrate among 
region is almost abandoned, while wliole nations struggle tho crowd of boats, we suj)})Iied tracts to all who would 
to glean from barrenness and frigidity aliardsubsisteiiee. aceei»t them, on both .sides of the river ; tines smidiiig 
Within twenty miles of Pegu, we found villages, and the truth to perhaps a hundred illH'erent villages. Bc- 
gave tracts, accompanied with exhortations from Mr fore getting tlie canoe.';, I gave to all the boats jia.ssing 
Webb and the assistants. In the.se towns no tracts by, and wa.s affected to see .some who could m.t come 
had ever been given, no Cdiristiaii Uxudier bad ever near, pliingo into the river and swim to mo for them, 
Ijeen seen. Many rei'u.sed our books, ’suspecting some and, bearing them back with upraised hand, sit down 
snare ; but the most received them gladly. 'Most of the instantly to read then, aloud. Some women aj>plied 
tx’acts Avere extracts from tlie (Hd Testament, .Mari.; for book.s, wlio proved Jieir claim by reading Hueiitly. 
Luke, and Life of Christ. Tlic laper is a copious liar- In most of the boats, large and small, were women ami 
mony of the four Gospels, wholly in Scripture language, children, who seemed at home, and, I am told, spend 
The Lord bless tlie seed of Iii» own truth \ TJie people much of the yiiar (in some case.s all bf it) in tlils way. 
are principally I’egiiuns (or dalings, as the Buvnians In the small cral't, tliey goiierally steer the boat wliile 
call them), and .sjieak tliat language chieily, though the husband row.s. 

nearly all of tlie men under.stand Bui’inan. There are The boat.s on this river, tliongli of all sizes uj) to 200 
some Karens also, and lartiier inland they form ahno.st toms, are but of two general descriptions. All retain 
the entire population. tlio canoe sliape, sharp at oacli end. Large boats luivo 

I found the once pvmid and imperial citv sunk to a one mast, and a yard of long slender bamboo, to which 
common village, /anghoniang, a tov/ji opposite, whicli, is suspended a squares sail. Tiie .sail is nunle in seeiionH, 
with a considerable^ reg On ailjacent, is ruled by an the centre ones only being used in strong winds, 
upright Armenian (^linstian, i*- ofiw greater in size and the others arldcd at the .sides when necessary. Soino- 
prospeiuty. In fact, on tie* sidi , for tnany miles, is a times a small sail is temporarily fasteiHui above the 
constant succession e.' thriving vilUq-eh. ^ yard to the ropes, by which it is sustained. The deck 

While iVgii was tho metrepol s of an ’n<l«-'.'-iidenfc extends from five to ten feet beyond the sides, with 
kingdom, a population of l."0,ofi0 souls. But large bamboos fastened beneath; making at once a 

Aloinpra, destruction old st . ve to platforiu for tho men, when using their setting-poh-^> 

perpetuaj^j^*%?n quest of tho countr^., destroyed it, &c., and an outrigger to prevent their upsetting. 

yleayiiig i5|[|4l^|acred edifices. y^i itself wholly covered with a regular Burmau 








hous6> vrelUhatphed^ which carries part of the cargo, 
^nd famishes cahios to the family and boatmen. This 
gives them just the appearance of the pictures of Noah’s 
•irk in children’s books. Over this roof is a platform, 
wliich the men stand to work the sail. They arc 
jiianiied by from fifteen to twenty-five or thirty men, 
and sometimes forty or more ; the cajdain, or owner, 
having his wife and whole family on board. 



A.scc'inlin^f the Irmwaddy. 


My boat is a sample of such as persons in moderate 
cireunistances use for going from town to town, and 
in the small way of trade along thf3 riv(.*r. It is a 
cinioc liollowod out of one log forty-six. feet long, deep- 
( nt^d 'liy a single plank fiisteiu^d on each si<l(‘. The 
stem and sttnai are left solid for three or four fi^et, and 
curve upwards out of the water, espc'eially aft. The 
forward lialf is decked witli hainhoo and thatch. As 
Ibirniaiis sit cross-legged on a tloor to row, this aecom- 
inodates them in using both oars and poles, and furnishes 
a sleeping-])laco beneath for the native assistants. The 
Ijoatuien always sice]) on deelc. About twelve feet of 
tlie after half is occupied by two little cabins for myself 
and Mr Howard, one for sleeping, and tlic other, wdiieli 
contains a table, chair, ^:c., scu’ving as a ])arlour. 'riu? 
sid(‘H of the latter are made of light mats, the upper 
half turning up for a ^^ilulow, Tiie slee[»ing-roon\ is 
but three feet high, as baggage, food, \.c., must be ke]»t 
under it ; but the tloor of the sitting-room, being near 
the bottom of the boat, enaldes u.s to stand ii]» in it. 
Ikhind the rooms is tlie kitchen, namely, a shallow 
box filled with earth ; beneath whicli is wood and water; 
while at the side hangs a hen-coop. Round the rooms 
is an outrigger, to enable the men to pass back and fortli 
without intruding on me, and to ])revent her oversetting. 
This hist ai)pendage is not common to boats of this .size. 
I'indiiig Vier to roll heavily, wo fastened at the water- 
mark a bamboo, ten or (‘levcn inehos in diameter, run- 
ning nearly the longtb of the boat. 4'lie sail, whieli is 
s(]nare, is fastened b('twe<ni two bambot)S, which stand 
up al)(‘am of each other, iu the form of the lottor \ . 

Such is my //ouie for much ot tlii.s rains. ’ I' or the 
first few days, 1 was so cramped f"r room and so in- 
connno(J('d with rain, beat, smoke, and inusipntoes, that 
it was difficult to do any thing in the way of study. 
Ihit now I am* quite at ease; the mus(iuitoe.s art; lett 
bobiiid; my little matters are all atljusted, and I find 
it luxury to enjoy the entire command of my' time — a 
luxury’ for many years almost unknown. 

Ten'’day.s» diligent progres.s brouglit me within a day 
or two of ih’ome, wlierc tlic iiubrokeu level of tlie vast 
delta of the Iri’awatidy’ begiu.s to b<' relieved by’ llie 
occasional sight of distant bills. A few miles onw'urtl, 
they apiu’oach the river, wiicre llunr abraded base.s 
present the now m>vel siglit of stones and gravel. The 
rocks are red ealcart'ous saiuh.one, «]Uartz, and breccia, 
the gravel chiefly <]uartz. IJ ndiilatioiis now begin to 
appear in the surface of the country, and on tlie wliole 
the scenery is attractive. More delightlul weather 
could not be.' A fine shower or two, m'urly every day^ 
lasts half an hour or so, and the ,.teni]»oraturo varies 
ngrecably from eighty to eigbty-fivo degrees in the 
' <lay, descending two or three degree-, at night, while 
*^t all times there is a fine breeze. This, lor the hot 
Season, as it now is, was much cooler than 1 had ex- 
pected. The l>Aiik« now begin to be high, and dry 


enough to admit walking along the eliore, and X find it 
pleasant to pass through the beautiful groves of mango^ ’ 
tamarind, and palm trees, which divide the villages. 
Hitherto, we have had villages in sight almost every 
moment, sometimes several at a time. It is so stilf; 
but on Jiscendiiig the bank, we find otbers, not visible 
from the boat, .‘^tretcliing along a mile back from the 
invci’. Beyond arc extensive paddy-fields, wdth largo 
herds of buffaloes. 

The river is now thirty feet above its lowest stage, 
and spreads for a mile or two on each side, not in one 
vast sheet, but cutting up the country into innumerable 
islands. We follow the remote windings to avoid the 
powerful current of the main stream, and thus find 
many villages where no white face was ever seen. 
The.se are gciK'raily small, but consist soinetiincs of 
several bundrod Ileuses. As no missionary has gone 
up the river to give tracts iu the rainy scastiu, there is 
little doubt but that many of these people now for the 
th-st time receive the knowledge of the true religion. 
i >11 the gi’cat riv(.*r, wo often find iiersons who have had - 
tracts, and now utterly refuse them. But in these 
byw'ays all receive tliem v itli gladness. 

J f*(;el esjieeially anxious to furnish the boats with 
hooks. Issuing, as they' do, out of evoiy crook, they will 
carry some knowledge of the eternal (led to buiidrods 
of villages where no missionary is likely to penetrate for 
years. 

Several times, lately, I have observed an ingenious, 
and to me, novel moile of fisliing. A score or more of 
gourds are suffered to float dowm the stiH'am, fixim each 
of wliicli d< pends a liook and Hut*, 'flic fisherman, in 
bis little canoe, luisslug from one to another, takes up 
what is caught, baits the liooks ; and w hen he has fol- 
lowtid them a mile or two, returns witli his lisli, or 
begins again. 

A strong southerly wind lirought us to Promt; (/T/rt7- 
as the natives call it) early on the afterjioon of the 
24th, and gave us sufficient tipportiiiiity of viewing tho 
city. For eight or nine miles the villages had been 
eoiitiguous, some of tliein very large. We walked over 
a good dt-'al of tlie city. It exhibits every where symp* 
toms of |K)verty and ileeay ; and JTom an estimate made 
on a height in the suburb, 1 should judge it to contaiu 
less than five Ijiiiidred hi>iise.s. The walls are mostly 
fallen down, the ditch filled u]>, and the stately remains 
of nneient .super.stition hastening to ruii^. We w’ent a 
little w'ay beyond the city to a fine hill, on wliieh stands 
a, ]»ngoda not much smaller than that at Rangoon, and 
gilded from top to bottom. The ascent is by brick stairs, 
covercil wdtli a succession of zayats. In some respects 
it is a more interesting spot than the hill of Shoo-da-gon. 
Tlie city is mure plainly st'en, tlie vieiiiity is far moro 
kt'.’iutiful, and tlie distant mountains lurm a fine back- 
ground. Around the pagoda are many smaller ones, 
containing beautiful marble images, some as large as 
lil’e. A profusion of trees, gilded streamers, and other 
objects usually seen around i)agoda.s, occupy tho eu- 
elusure ; ami tlie w hole air of tlie place is that of solemn 
antiquity. In om; of the zayats sat an old man, thin, 
and of a fine intelljjctiml countenance, eating a nice 
dinner, which some w omen bad brought him, wdio were 
sitting lu'ar to return with the dishes. Ho has deter- 
mined to spi’nd Ills remaining days or years on that 
v(*iierated liill. What is brought him, he eats. When 
nothing comes, he fasts. In ditterent places were seen 
persons at prayer, or ])ionsly cutting uj) the grass which 
obtruded itself in the joints of the flagging. The bells, 
struck by coming worshipjiers, yiedded deep, soft tones, 
and the chime from tlie lofty teo was particularly clear 
ami sw’ect. The sun, descending with iiiicommon 
.splendour, threw his mitigated rays under the roofs of 
tlie ancient tcnqiles, casting twilight pump upon tho 
stately idols in the deep niclics ; silence reigned among 
the retired terraces and time-worn sliriiics ; the free, 
fresh breeze difiused luxurious cooliics.s, and, as tho 
shade of evening gathered on, the place seemed just such 
as a devoted Boodhist would clioose fur his absti'actiohs. 
A Christian could not but recur to holy thomes, and 



; '^firmed with temxit‘’ti^irati(ms for the comim^ of 
tboXtotd. 

Bescendiog by different stairs, a polite citi 2 sen pointed 
the evidences of a magnificent arcade, which was 
; accidentally burnt several years ago. It was the ruler’s 
. way to tho pagoda. Over the low grounds beyond it is 
' 4 fine causeway of brick, some hundred yards long. On 
/ each side, groves of palm, interspersed with kyounga 
' and little bridges, formed altogether a scene of groat 
hcauty. All tliis to the honour of a frail man, who died 
and Avas buried, Us his owm worshippers admit— while 
Ho who gives the rain in its season, and in whom they 
live, receives no reverence ! All this to change tho 
glory of the incorruptible flod into an image,’’ and the 
truth of Clod into a lie !” All this to ‘‘ worship and 
serve tho creature more tlian the creator, who is Clod 
over all and blessed for ever !’’ <.)h that this people may 
goon know tho riches of tho goodness and loiig-siitferiiig 
of God ! Alas ! that the best we can liop(i of this un- 
happy people, is, that having ‘‘ sinned without Iu\y, they 
shall perish without law !” 

Ilefore ro-onteriiig the city, we passed throtigh a little 
village allotted to lepers. Four men and a woman 
seated themselves in a row, by the wayside, as we came 
up, and modestly solicited alms. Ihdbre giving any 
thing, I stoppoil some miimt(.!S to observe the eflects of 
this terrible disease. 'J’hey mad(i no clamour, <Iid not 
repeat their solieitations, sIiowimI off no affectations, 
but were ehoeyi’ul, and entirely without pain. Much 
bodily suffering is not endured in this disease, except 
at the coinmencenient. One was nol. much affected : 
each of tho otliers hud lost all of their fingers, and most 
of their toes. They were tliiii and haggard. Tiic dis- 
tressing scene brought powerfully to mind the gracious 
cures of our divine muster. There are about tbirly- 
fivo or forty of those }>c:rsoiis in the city, occupying two 
villages. 

A couple of lioiirs’ sail from i’rorne; with our fine 
monsoon, brr.nght tis to a narrow pass in the river, 
re.sftmbling tlio higlilatids of the ITudson, On oiui of 
the highest western suirimits is the famous pagoda I ’oo- 
o-dong, visible among the tret's. Here Gaudama livtMl, 
and here is shown on a rock tlie print of his fijot, tivi- 
(ientli/ fabulous, one would tliink, even to a Ihirman ; 
for DO Immaii foot was ever of such a shape, (’ojues 
on stone, in plaster, or in j)uintiiig, <»1‘ iliis great wojider, ' 
arc preserved in many places, and i’egard(.'d with great | 
veneration. 

On every side, for some days, we have indigo grow- 
ing, and the large jar.s in which it is steeped fnsjuemly 
stand in rows beside tlui river. TJotli .soil and climate 
here are said to be eminently fav(»urable to this plant, 
and the cultivation of it in experienced and scientific 
hands would certainly prove lucrative. Most of the 
product is consumed in this region, which is particu- 
larly devoted to riaiuiiactiir< s. Largr; (juaiititios of 
cotton cloth are daily seen hanging up at the villages, 
in tile coursi! of being dyed. (Some of it is of a brilliant 
• red, procured from native woods, called ner-pc-xaif aii'l 
soo-han. These are preferred even to the sapau woo..^ 
as yielding as good a colour, and i^pre durable. 

In every ri-spcct the laiidscapo lias n.^w changed. 
Instead of an interminable level, devoted mainly to 
coarse grass and paddy, without trees, without birds, 
and without bouses, except in large villages, w'c Iiua ' 
every variety of beautiful landscape; fine hills, culti- 
vated in patches, oven to the .summit, scattered houses, 
fenced fields, noble trees : with horses, cattle, 
fowls, and immmous birds. Among the trees the 
beautiful and stately taT.iarind nov/ begins to be .seen. 

The number of tradirur ooals on the river is astonish- 
ing. We pass scoi’cF. i vcryd/: v. and sometiiric.s liun- 
dreds. My boat being snuiih in mere balla.st t * uu, and 
well manned, we pas- every ming. iici thus have an 
opportunity of supplying iiimio >i>, of them witi. Uiicts. 
Tho largesif "of them carry U u w twelve Jiou;.and 
> bushels 0 # ^m?leaned rice, the smaller J-rec oi four 
htmclWMj, chief lading seemed i • bo rice, salt, 

’ la ascending, they arc, for vhemost 


par^ with 4 tuspe fifbm ike Wt, 

propelled by aetting-poles ; sailing only when the wind 
is fair, and neither too strong nor too weak. They are 
generally from three to four months in ascending from 
tlio delta to Ava. 

No one can ascend the river without being impressed 
with the hardihood, skill, energy, and good humour of 
Burman boatmen, and the happy adaptednesa of their 
boats to the navigation. In ascending, much of th(‘ 
way must be accomplished by setting-poles. For these 
they use straight bamboos, of a species which is almost 
soUd, and very strong. Tho end is applied, not to the 
front of the shoulder, as with us, but above tho collar 
bone, or on the top of the slioulder. Bending forward 
till their liands touch the deck, they bring the r(5sistanco 
perpendicular to the spine, and thus pos.sess far greater 
power than is jiossiblo by our mode. When but slight 
exertion is required, tho polo is applied as with us. On 
many boatmen and coolies, a callus is formed on the 
lop of the shoulder, which looks like a small swelling. 
Getting aground is a daily occuiTence, and .sometiiut s 
frequently in a day, owing to the continual shifting of 
the sands, and uncertainty as to the heiglit of tlu; 
water. In such cases tho meu are instantly in tin; 
Avater to shove off. In imlling the boat by ropes, wn 
frequently meet stroam.s and nullahs, over wliich Ihey 
swim witliout a moment’s hesitation. Jf a bamboo or 
an oar fall overboard, lliey instantly jdiingij in :iijd 
recover it. In fact, they seem almost amphibious ; and 
Burman costume is most happily adajdtul to ai{ii:iti(r 
exigencies. 'The strength and energy with which they 
.snrinoimt difiiculties, transcend any thing I I'vor saw 
among tlio hoatmeu on our own western Avaters, and 
in point of li'iiqx'r and morality they arc immeasurally 
superior. In this tri]), and jny various previous oiifs, 
1 Inivc n(;ver seen a quavnd, or hoard a hard Avon!, 
Cross accidents li.nvti oceunvd, and avc have fre(|U('nlly 
hoeii mitangloil Avith oUkt boats, hut all <l)(ricultii ', 
luiA'o been met and surmounted Avith good temper, and 
oven hilarity. 

Familiarity with tlicAvatery element seems to prevail 
ill Burmah, Avherevi'r there an- stn'anis. I havi ^een 
women and cUildri'n swinmiing with ease and eiinli- 
deuce; and .several times littli* eliiblren, s(‘arcely alilc 
to walk aloiK', iTightiuied at tlie Avhite Ibnugner, liavi* 
plunged into tlu; Avaler to .sayItu to tiuar motliers in ilif 
boats. The practice of motln rs taking tbeir infaiits 
daily to bathe, renders tlieiii perfectly leailes.s ef tlu' 
Avater. 

-Ti:xe '27. — I' or some d.iys tho rner scenery lias h('» n 
incn'a,singly interesting. The country seems generally 
under tillage; cities and tOAvns line tin* shores, and llie 
lulls ai'C covered with fine forests. Italy itself iniLdit 
justly be proud of tlio scenery. The imju’ovianeuts and 
po|>ii]aliun appear to extend, however, in some places 
at least, but a sliort distance from tin; river. 

Before sunset, dune ‘ill, came to for Iho night :it 
\'’ay-nun-gf)uiig, i\ Aillago important oiil^y for its trade 
I ill petroleum. 'I'lic avlTs being but two mill's from tin: 
village, I immediately .sot out to Avulk to thorn. Tho 
Avay Ava.s Avell beaten by bullock carts, often cimsing Die 
])cd of tlic torrent (uoav dry), whence the villugo^derivi's 
it.*; iiaiiie. A more rugged and desolate region eaii 
carcciy be imagineil. The rocks are sandstoru', pudding 
stone, and jictrifacdions ; the soil, sand .and blue clay, 
oinall hills on every side rise abruptly, like Avaves in a 
chopping ,sea, sterile and unsightly. One plant only 
seemed to find a congenial .soil. It resembled a prickly 
! pear, growing to the height of thirty feet, Avith stem a 
foot in diameter. 

The wells arc very numerous, said to Ik* more tli:m 
400, occupying a space of about 1*2 squarejnilcs. They 
arc from 200 to dOO feet deep, of .small calibre, anti sus- 
tained by scantling. Tho temperature of tho oil, avIuui 
fir.st raised to the top, is 0.9“. Men do not go down, but 
an earthen pot is loAvered in and drawn up over a beam 
acro.ss tiio mouth, by two men running off with tho^ropc. 
The pvA is emptied into a little pool, where the w»ahT 
with which it is largely mixed subsides, and the on 



^ It » iasiported in earthen .1ai«, eon- 
taining about 30 pounds. The price now, including the 
pots, is about a tical for 2i vies, or about 60 cents for 
ten pounds, A well yields about 400 or 500 visa per 
day, and is worked by three or four men. Sometimes 
70 b are obtained. The amount depehda on tlio quantity 
of water drawn up with the oil. A duty of one-twentieth 
is paid to government. 

This most useful oil is very extensively used for 
lamps and torches, and is exported to all parts of the 
empire whither it can bo taken by water. It is also 
used for preserving wood, mat partitions, paim-leaf, 
books, &c., from insects and from the weather, and is 
an admirable article for these purposes. Even the 
wliite ants will not attack wood which has been brushed 
with it. 

-Ji’or several days wc have noticed on the shore great 
<jiiautities of petrified wood, and have gatliered speci- 
inons, whicli exhibit tlie fibres and cells jjerfectly. 
Some trunks of trees, ten or twelve feet long, lie in the 
edge of the water, <mtiroly petrified. Teeth, bones, 
Ac., are found in the same state. The inhabitants 
assured 1110 that they sometimes picked uj» petrified 
leaves. 

Sal-lay, a day’s sail above the oil wells, th(*ugli not 
large, is an important eity. it is th(.‘ metropolis of a. 
fertile district, and drives a consiJerablo trade in jag- 
giTy, cutcli, etdton, ouh)iis, tSce. Hero, as at several 
plac(‘s l)efore, we found Shyans, comfortably bivouacked 
on shore, and bartering bhu* jaclvots, stick lac, Ac., for 
salt and salt fish. Their commodities ai*<‘ brought in 
carts, and in j^anniers on tluj backs of bullocks. 'I'hey 
seemed in no haste, were engaged in littleinanufactures 
fur sale, and would probably remain till the close of tlio 
rains. They an) instantly dislinguisiied from Ihinnans, 
by wearing a I’egnlar round-about jacket and wide 
Irouscrs of bine nankeen, reaching to the knees. TIn‘ 
jackets are fre<jnoiitly (juiln.al very iioatly. 1 havcpts-u 
v.'iiious companies of them in ditfen'Ut places, trading 
ill the same manner. They always a])pear decidedly 
suju'rior to Jlurmuns in iiitelligejice and civilisatbui. 
'Plierc is, liowevm*, great dillorence in tin's respect be- 
Iwet'ii the diflerent tribe's. 'I’iu; information 1 have 
oMaine<l respecting this nation, from the people tlu'm- 
sclves and other source:^, with what 1 may horcafier 
collect, will appear in anotlu'r place. 

The scenery since leaving the oil wells is wdioHy 
cliiinged. Tlio hills arc more naked, and the whole 
cuimlry wears a peeuliar aspi'ct of th'oolatiou ; villages 
are few, and the ]K»pulaiiou evidently sparse. In some 
]ilaccs the western short? rises abruptly to the height 
of two or three hundred feet, of very soft sandstone. 
The eastern bank is less elevateil. Thousainls of lords 
liiive matk; perforations in tlic side for their nests. 
Among tlu?se, the eomnion sparrow and the wihl pigi'On 
seemetl must jiumerons. Inland are nigged ainl bleak 
hills, eovored with shrubs and stuiimd trees. The soil 
of tlu' valleys is the debris of sandstone ami breccia, 
with vej'y littli? loam. 

The remains of the once magniticenL iVighaii stand 
in the ntidst of this region, so destitute, appiarenlly of 
the means of supporting human life. Such a locality, 
liow’e\<er, liave some of the greatest cities in tho world, 
lUidstill more fre«|uently the ruins of great cities. Alan’s 
presence and ptnver can in.-ike .1 gartien in a desert, and 
bis departure brings desolation over the fairest scenes. 
This City is said to have bot >i founded a. n. 107 ; but 
none of the ruins have ascribed to them a higher date 
than A. 1 ). 0()0. An American could scarc(;ly assign half 
this age to any building of brick. I hit these bricks arc 
uncommonly tine, the masonry exceedingly massive, 
»tiidthechumiam, or stucco with which they were coated, 
almost indestructible, in so mild a climate. Tbe tidiftces, 
being regarded with religious voheration, have been 
presf?rved from all intentional dilapidation. The plants 
and trees too, wliich overgrow di!S'‘rted ediliecs el.se- 
where, and, by iushmating their roots iuio crevices, 
hasten their ruin, are liere not seen. Tliis ia.st pecu- 
liarity has been thought to arise from the inllueuce of 



sphere. 

As would be expected by all who have seen a Burman 
city, these ruins are of sacred edifices only. The frail 
bamboo houses of the people perish almost as soon as 
deserted. I entered the place from the north, where a 
common cart- way crossed the crumbled ridgo of a great 
wall. Gullies and torrents cut up the environs on this 
side, and it is probable that the city never extended over 
this region. Every spot, however, which would accora- 
ruodate a pagoda, has one upon it. Within the wall, the 
ground is level, though very high, and commanding a 
wide prospect. Here, for the fir.st time, I saw buildings 
which could be called temi)les ; many of the pagodas 
being built hollow, w ith noblo rooms devot«?dto images 
and image wovsliip. Some of these, as well as those 
which arc solid, are of the noblest description ; littlo 
injured by time, wdtli here and there some remains of 
the exterior gilding in shc'ltered i»laces. Wo entered 
some, ajid found superl) c:irv(;d and gilded ceilings, 
sheltering at oner? great, ghastly, half-crumbled Gau- 
damas and hci’ds of cattle. Marks of fire in some, 
showed tlicm to be used by the people for occasional 
homes, or perhaps by lierdmon. 

1 could not attempt to count those \cnerablc piles. 
They are thickly scattered, not only over all the site of 
tho city, but lor miles round. Many of them arc inoro 
thuTi a hundred feet liigh. One, which seems to have 
boon occasionally repaired, is two hundred and ten feet 
high. The tUlh roneo botw'cen their shape and that of 
those in the lower provinces is very striking. Instead 
of tVie soliil mass of masonry, rising with a tapering 
K]»ire, these are poinleroii::, wide-spread buildings, whoso 
noble interiors entitle them to tlio name of temples. 
The arches are lofty, in hutli Grecian and Gothic forms, 
and the ceilings in many cases gilded and ornamented 
with puiiiting and tracery, 'I'lie exterior is equally 
uid'dve the pagodas of i’egu, from tho profusion of 
laboured cornices, turri'ts, anil sjdres, which are scat- 
tered ovi'i* the whole surface. 

It IS evident that great n vereiicf' yet exists for this 
spot ; for many of tlic pagodas, of a size scarcely info- 
ri<»r to their venerable neighbours, tiro certainly modern, 
and a f(?w are new’. Sueh a firature, in a landscape of 
rniiiH, is truly rare, and kot ps the mind fastened on the 
sad thought that the cold and gloomy system which 
I’eari'tl tlieso ‘‘ vain oblations” lias not passed away 
witli the infatuated generation who constructed thorn. 

'i'hnt tht' pi'oplo should eoiiic to these abandoned 
shrines^, and add others also, to be left unhoiioured by 
tho passing throng, is perhaps accounted for by the fact, 
that on this s])ot this religion was first proclaimed in 
Ilurmah. Ah-ia-liaii, tl;o successful luissionary of 
Goodhism, here proclaimed its doctrines nearly a thou- 
sand yi'ars ago. At this ]»lace (then tho metropolis), 
under the patronage of King Ali-naii-ya-tha-inon-zan, 
he taught his ‘‘ new religion and its spreading influ- 
ence utterly sujqilaiited polytheism, and all tho ancient 
superstitions. 'J'liiis may man, w ith kingly aid, chaugo 
th<^ Jo>'uis of liumaii faitli ; Imt oh, how hopeless are 
our ert'oi'ts to cliaiigi) the Ju arts of this people, without 
divine aid ! G-ud grant that the period of Boodhist de- 
lusions may soon cease, and leave those new' structures 
only to mark the iiK’laiiclioly provalonco of former sin. 

The beahiion having intimated, some days ago, that, 
cattle were very plenty here, and that 1 might get a 
talf chea]), I inquired if they wanted veal tliemselves. 
They rather reluctantly confessed their desire, knowing 
mo to be aware of their religious scruples ; but I 
readily agreoil that, if tliey W'ould procure mo a calf, 
my Aiadras .servant should kill it, so that they might 
eat without compunction. Accordingly, at Koimg- 00 , 
tho peiiiii bought a fat yearling for a rupee and ;i half, 
( 0 * 7 A ceiit.s). But as the late owmor wiis leading it to 
the river, half a dozen of the neighbours set up a cla- 
mour, because lio had sold lii.s beast to be killed ; a 
cn>w'd gathered, the penin slunk away, and the di^p- 
pointed owner led back liis heifer ! The proper way 
to get mwit iii to shoot any fat animal you sec^ thjgu iKvy 



; its ill® damlEigo) and dff your priz^ 

owner ill such case escapes blame, and is gratified to 
g^t tjie money. 

• In this region cattle are very numerous, both buf- 
faloes and the braminy breed. We were offered, at the 
next village, a fine pair of very fat oxen for six rupees. 
The roads are good here, and mueli inland transporta- 
"^tion is carried on. We every evening saw herds brought 
I oyer from the islands, where they had been pastured 
during the day. It was amusing lo observe the skill of 
; the herdinen in swimming them across tlu> wide and 
rapid current. With a sliort stick, they swam behind, 
making them keep their lu'ads up- stream, bringing up 
those who lag, jumping often on their backs, and walk- 
ing from one to anollar ; now standing up on an ox, 
now sitting at ease upon him, now daslhng down or up 
for a straggler, and seeming to bo as mucli in their 
element as the buffaloes tliemselves. 

it has often been very amusing to see the consterna- 
tion or the curiosity of the people, many of wliom have 
never seen a white man before. Kven tlie dogs set up 
an unusual barking ; but tlie fiercest of them run, if I 
stop a moment. 1 have sometimes put to partial flight 
a herd of buffaloes, to wliom my wliitc face and white 
dress are as terrific as to the dogs. As J sit to eat in 
the boat, a range of women and chlldrt'n often squat on 
the ground to gaze. If 1 go towards them, they geiu'rally 
vanish. Often, on entering a liouse among the Karens, 
on some of my tours, the whole family would run away, 
and leave me in sole possession. iMaiiy times, as ( walk 
along the bank, and, by turning a corner, come sud- 
denly upon young girls drawing \>ater, tliey instantly 
leave their pots and fly. 'fo those who are too old to 
feel terror, I am generally an obj(!et of curiosity. 'J'hey 
turn up my pantaloons, admire the seamless stuckiiigi.!, 
feel under my vest, and wonder that we .'should wear so 
many garments. Sometimes tliey call me a nat. I am 
constantly struck with tlicir politeness, 'i’hcy desist 
from any thing on the slightest intimation ; never crowd 
around to be troublesome ; and if, on showing my 
watch, pencil-case, or any thing whicli particularly 
attracts them, there are more tliaii can get a sight, tiu; 
outer ones stand aloof, or kecji seated, and thus wait 
till their turn comes, or, as is often<‘r the case, wlicn I 
have not time to wait, forego the siglit altogether, with- 
out any signs of turbulence. 

After passing Puglian, the palmyra is very common. 
This is the species of jialm whicli lien- yields the toddy, 
and is therefore called by foreigners tofUhj-huw. To 
many of tliem slight perpendicular ladders are fastene«l, 
by which the owner ascends every iiiorning to obtain 
the saji from a cut made for the purpose. Ibit the 
regular climbers want no such aid. Tiit^y tie their feet 
together, about six indies apart, and thus can apply tlie 
soles of each foot to the tree, laickiiig their lingers 
together, they clasp tlie trunk witli tlieir .arms, and 
thus ascend witli rapidity and ease. I’lie sap or toddy 
is generally drunk immediately, wdieii it is sweet and 
wholesome, or made into sugar, whicli resembles that 
obtained with us from the majde. When suffered 1. 
stand four or five hours, it ferments, and beco-nes more 
intoxic.ating tlian wine ; but is rarAy used in this state 
by Burnians, and almost never to th.. point of intoxica- 
tion. From Jhiglian to Ava, tins .‘-•pedes of palm is very 
abundant, and produces a largo amount, of jaggery, 
which sells for two thirds of a cent, our money, lu r 
pound. 

July 5th, H)3(), brought n.s in sight of tiie ^^goV'en 
, city,” after a voyage of throe weeks. 'J'lio distance is 
about 4()0 miles by my r^ompiitation, tho;:gii it is gene- 
rally made 500. Since ii aving the Delta, it has seldom 
rained, and only in wa-in and transient sliowers. Wc 
had .some perils, at one time hax.i-g the m.asl arid .luil 
carried away in a sipiall, Mover;.-.! time;', rolling 
heavily in rough places, bo ar; t(.- dij. water on bot». ‘.hies. 
We were never without apprehonsiuus of i-obl>ci'H, who 
■ always infest^J^e river more or lo‘.,s. Si voral ' u»es, 
- when we hafiftoored for the night, tin diief of the 
village camp us tkit innuy bad men lived iu 


that niighbourimod, and that we could not be safe with, 
out moving farther to where many boats might be lying, 
or a village. On sevcml occasions, suspicious boats 
hovered round, which my men affirmed were robbers 
but I was never attacked. 

Thus a voyage in which X expected only discomfort 
and peril, has been pcrfoi’ined with safety, and many 
conveniences. How foolish are uncomfortable aiitici- 
pations, while we have reason to think we are in tho 
path of duly ! 

On the way up, wo have visited and distributed tract.s 
ill eigbty-two towns, cities, and villages ; supplied 
boats and vessels, many containing families, and from 
fifteen to thirty men; besides handing them, in a'lnul- 
tiliide of eases, to jiersons along shore. Generally, wcj 
moored before* sundown at some village, where the 
a.ssistaiits would divide thein.selves, and, getting twoVr 
tliroe congregations, spend the evening in preaching 
and discu.ssions. In general, the tracts wore received 
witli the iitmo.st avidity, and those who got one would 
often elamour for another. Scores waded or swam to 
the boat after them ; and often we wore so thronged 
witli applicants, when moored to tlie sliore, tliat wo 
could scarcely eat or sleo]). Jhit this fact is far from 
jiroving a general desire among tho people for the know- 
ledge of the new rtdigion. A tract is in every respect 
a curiosity. 'I’liey have never seen such jjaper, tlieir 
own books being made of palm-leaf, or black pasteboard, 
whicli is writti'ii uy>on with a steatite pencil. 'J’lu; 
prinfinf/ is a grc*at curiosity. The ahripc nf Ihe hook i*; 
a ciirio.sity. liesitli^.s, it is property^ and no Burmaii 
will refuse a gift, without a strung reason. 


CIIAFTFIl V. 

Av.i. KyooT);;s. rrwstfl. I’jilaro. ropiilii- 

tioJi. Art*'. I’ricc.s 'Fho ;Mok-!i r;i. Priiicf. Mim W< inii 
Kyoo. 'I’hi' Uonoan I’unlitV. Sui--r:!-wa < 'liinntf of 

Av.i. UKton of tJic .Mi-slon in Avii. hre.-ent St.’itool' .Mis.-ittii. 
.Sifoty of til'* .Mi-isi'inj'.n’c'.-i. I’oin.-in Cittliolics. iMjirhlL* 

<iiuirrii-:>. ytongood rnu-rajiuor:!. 

My stay in Ava amounted to four \v(?cks. The con- 
cern.s of the mi.ssion. and the aequi.'tiition of inforinatioii 
respecting tlie country and its tributarits, occupied, 
of course, all busine.ss liuur.s. l>aily liabiLs of active 
exercise, liowever, gave me an i^pportunity of making 
HUeli observations on the city ami vicinity as naturally 
find a place in the diary of a traveller. 

The name of the city is Aiig-wa, or Awa, jironounced 
by Kuropeans Ava, a term wliieii they .sometimes apply 
also to tlie kingdom. 'J'he city is suiToiimled by a wall 
twenty feet high, embracing a .s}>aco of about seven 
mile.y in cirenmferenee. Within tliis is a considerable 
urea, eiielo.sed by a betti'rwall, witli a broad, dec*]) ditelj, 
called “the little city.” Tills space is cliielly occupied 
by the palace, ball of justice, conucildiouse, and tin* 
dwellings of some of the nobility, but contains also some 
well'l>uilt strei*ts, .ami irany inliabitaiits.* 'flio palace 
itself, .and public biiil<lings, are e*mjlosed in a tliird wall, 
which is itsedf enclosed in a stockade. A very large part 
of the city is outside of all tlie.se walls, on the margin (»!' 
the ia\ rs. On the e.ast is tlie river ISIyet-nga, or 'Little 
FiA'er, a fine .stream, 150 yards broad, t*xt(*mling lar 
into the intrrior. The Irrawaddy, opposite the city, 
i.s wdthoiit island.s, and compre.ssed to a breadth of eleven 
or tw'elve hundred yards. 

The s.acred edifices, as usual, are tho prominent ob- 
jects, wdiicli on every bide seize the attention. Tliey 
arc almost as numerou.s .as at Faghaii, and some of them 
of e(jnal siz(*. Viewed from the rivep above, their white 
ami gilded .s]nre.s give tho city an exceedingly imposing 
appeiirancc, which is not reali.sed on oiitcrhig it. 

I shall not attempt minute details resjicctiiig the.so 
edifice.s ; hut Ava has little else to describe. Here are 
no liospitals, pri,sons, schools, societies, factories, Ac., 
whose pri’iciple.s or modes would aid tho philanthropist, 
or tlir» w light on Burinan character; no literatuie, 
nor literary men, to describe ; nor even sects whose 





opinions/ &c., .tnlglit be uiseMy 

traced. I will try, however, to give my reader some 
farther ideas of Ava. - 

One of my first visits was to Bong-jeaw, a kymiiig or 
jiionastery built by the present king. Tlicre are throe 
separate houses, each as large as a common church, 
connected by galleries, and occupying a noble enclosure 
ill the midst of tlie city. The roofs liave of course the 
royal and sacred peculiarity of Successive stages, one 
above another. Every part, except the very tiles, i« 
richly carved in bas-relief, and covered with gold. 
Every inch of surface in tluj interior, except the Hoor, 
is similarly carved and gilded. The effect is dazzling, 
but rather childish tluiii sublime. We found the pong- 
liee, ra-han, or president, in a vast apartment, with lofty 
ceiling supported by many pillars, reclining on tlie floor 
near the principal image, with his couch, books, writing 
ii}>paratus, beiol-box, &c., by bis side. Me was modest, 
sensible, and frank, utterly unlike the great majority of 
his brethren, so far as I have hitherto known them. 
Me conversed freely for half an liour, and seemed much 
pleased with our visit. While we were there, a young 
priest came and worshipped him, precisely as the idol 
is worshipped, and on going aw’a.y, j)rescnted aii offering 
of flowers, which he took in his hand, and laid on a v;iso 
near him, which w'as already piled with flowers, appa- 
rently received the same w'ay. 

X afterwards inspected several other kyoungs, ipiite 
as splendid. Certainly none ])ut the monarch himself 
has so splendid a dwelling as tlie priests. 

Tlie }jagodas are (jven more various in tlieir sliapes 
than at I’aghaii, and far surpass in taste and beauty any 
( liavo seen. iMost of them arc over 100 feet high, and 
sfune more than *200. Colossal images of beli-inctsil, 
marble, and brick, covered with stucco, are iimumer- 
alde. Cue which had just hoeii finished out of a solid 
block of white marbh*, is truly stupendous. I had no 
mode of taking his vast proportions, but measured his 
hand, and found tlio breadth tw'onty iindies. As his 
))roportions were just, this would make his lieiglst, had 
lie Ixioii ill a standing posture, about thirty-five fe<d. 

It is said there are iu the city 20,000 priests, includ- 
ing noviciates ; and tluj number anti size of the inonas- 
teri<‘S seem to f-am^tion the computation. 'J’lie <|iieen’s 
monastiTV has oOO ; and that which T. have described 
above bad IlOO regular priests, and about the sanu* 
miinbcr of noviciates. It should be reimnnbered, they 
arc in fact colleges, and nearly :dl who are re(?eiving a 
zvgnlar c<luc:ttioii are in them as novices. 

These buildings are found in almost I'very pari of the 
city, enclosed by tine brick walls and shady walks. 
They are the only specimens of beauty and grandeur 
which the city can boast, cxcej)t the ])agod:is, the })alace, 
and a few zayats. A ristov'ratic feelings jirevail even hi 
tliese abodes of ])retended sanctity, and into st)ine of 
tliem none but youths of the higher classes are admitted, 
A number of our diseiples wJio hav(^ been novickites, 
H])oak unfavourably of tin* morals of the priesthood. 
iJressed like other eitizens, they may go ;ii»y where. 
alLc'r dark without being reeognised. 

'Idle palace is entirely of wood. It consists of nearly 
a hundred buildings, of different sizes, and occupies a 
Kpact? *about a ijinirter of a mile long, and almost as 
broad.* The I'oofs liave all the royal order of architec- 
tuiMj. The hall of audieiieo ’S in a sumptuous and con- 
venient building, standing on a tcrjat.v of stone and 
tnortar, wdiieli constitutes tlv’ floor, and is coated with 
ftucco, hard and polislied. Lofty pillars, richly carved, 
support the roof, and, like the r<'.st of iho bnihiing, are 
covered willi gold. Idie roof rises like a steeple, with 
many stages, and is IflS-fciH high. 

In looking at such buildings, or the imincrous 
boats of his luajosty and the iiobilily, of wliich every 
p!irt, and oven the pars, are covered with gold, one 
Wonders whence all this wealth is derived, and is dis- 
tressed that it should be so absurdly bestowed. The 
money expended in pagodas, kyoungs, temples, uiid gold 
and silver baubles, would fill the country with canals, 
bridges, and durable houses. 


the'fitfeeft if . Ava each cither at riglit andea, ! 
and are ivide, straight, and clean, but not paved. The - 
centre is kept smooth and clean for foot-passengers, 
while the sides are appropriated to wheel-carriages, 
elephants, &c. Much of the labour of transportation 
is done by bullock carts. Their bodies are framed of 
timber, with bamboo yoke, and the wheels of wood, 
without tire. I saw no horses used for draught ; but 
handsome bullock carriages are used by the wealthy. 
They arc without seats of course, and the floor is nicely 
matted or cusliioned. The animals,* being used only 
for this purpo.se, trot along quite briskly. Around 
their necks are strings of bells. The houses are not 
geiierally bettiu* than in other large town.s, but thatch 
being entirely proliibitcd, they look more respectable., . 
The roofs arc‘ 'covered witli short pieces of bamboo, SO 
arranged as to look exactly like shingles. Great men 
generally live iu the centre of some sejuare, surrounded 
: ])y the houses of their many retainers. Alo.st of them 
have a good brick building, of tw'o or tlireo rooms, 
intended not for occupancy, i)ut as a fire-proof deposi- 
tory for their valuables. Tht*sc liave very lately 
become common, and, w itli some fine brick monasteries 
just erected, and a sort of arsenal now in progress, indi- 
cate a general introduction of brick houses. Nothing 
hid tlio absurd prohibition of the government has pre- 
vented this long ago. In some of thcs^Hmosures are 
pleasant gardens and fruit-trees. 

As to the popidation of the city, I w’asTrorniich pains 
to obtain correct information. The accounts obtained 
from government otHeers diil not differ much from each 
other. They said a census was recently taken, which 
gave .‘>0,1)00 houses for the city and suburbs, without 
iiiciuding any' adjairent villagers, and that ten per cent, 
ought to be nddeil for omissions. 'J'hcy computed seven 
persons to a house, and thus m.ako the jiopulatioii 
200,000. As tlie government actually receivcH taxes 
on 30,000 liorsi's, there doi's not seem room for esti- 
mating th(5 nuinl>er lower; hut I am confident it must 
inchule the district. Air (’!rawfurd allows only 30,000. 

A .sovi'n* lire ocenrred just before my arrival, which 
was reported bv tluj ])roper ofricers to the king as hav- 
ing destroyed 1000 houses, besides huts and temporary 
residenco.s. 1 examined tlio ground carefully, and 
compared it with the rest of the city, over all of which 
1 rode r<‘pcatedly. I’he result of the whole induces me 
to estimate the populutiou of Ava at about 100,000. 
'flic whole city and kingdom being divided into tens of 
houses, imdcr an ollicer, and every ton of tliese officers 
being under a supc'rlor, w ho has charge of thorn, and 
their Imiidrod houses, a cimisus, at least under the very 
eye of government, must be tolerably correct. Taxes 
are asbissed on families as such, without riigard to 
! wealth. The head man is the tax-gatherer. If he can 
tax a hundred houses, and ri'port only ninety, he puts 
I the balance into his pocket. \ Burinan census is thus 
1 almost always less than the trutli. 

The city abounds with shops, containing nearly every 
article of I'ori igii goods, and an ample number of me- 
chanics ; tliougli in some jiarticular branches there are 
none. 1 purchased siiecimeiis of carpentry, jewellery, 
tinware, toys, das, Jftekerod boxes, earthenware, gongs, 
tkc., whicl/wcro higlily ereditahleto their skill. Their 
boat-building, carving, sculpture, gilding, basket-making, 
aiuj weaving, are as gooil and ingenious as in America, 
for aught 1 could see, making duo allow'auce for the 
differences of form, Aic., established by national custom. 

1 got some paintings, executed in their best style by 
nativt? artists, one of wdiom is the king’s painter, which 
are about c«|ual to the pictures on common clocks and 
looking-glasses. In landscapes they fail utterly, having 
no idea of juu’spective. Many of our trades are wholly 
unknown to the Burmaiis. 

The market is abundantly supplied with fruits, vege^ 
tables, fuid fre.sli fish, of various excellent kinds. Beef 
and veal are generally to be had, but not every day* 
Fowls are much dearer than at llangoon, costing, geuej* 
rally, a tical (about fifty cents) for four. Hice la also 
nearly double iho price wiiich it bears at KaDgOon* 




^ five ticaLi (two dollars fifty cents) a month 
fW; meh^ or four annas (twelve and a half cents) per 
day ; the labourer finding his own food, 

baving scon much of hurablo life in retired villages, 
and among individuals of this class, with whom I am 
; , constantly coming in contact, I was glad to multiply 
‘ opportunities of noting the condition and manners of 
ttie great. My second visit of this kind was to the 
/ widow of the governor of the city, wdio so greatly be- 
friended Mrs judson in lier trials here during the late 
war. She was surrounded by retainers, and had as 
visitors at lier liouse some distinguished feinales ; but, 
except in the costly jewels about luu* person, and various 
valuables in her coon-box, *was not to be distinguished 
from connnon people. Her house, in America, would 
have been deemed the abode of poverty. She was glad 
to see one who had been personally acquainted with 
Mrs J., and several titnes remarked tliatslie had always 
loved her as a daughter. Slie listens respectfully to 
i*eligious subjects, but docs not appear to bo shaken in 
her attachment to Boodhism. 

My next visit of the kind was to tlic JMek-a-ra prince, 
gon of the late king, and uncle to the present one. He 
is grandson to the famous Aloniju’a, and is said to hoar 
a remarkable family likeness to that iiionarcli and his 
descendants, 11c received us with gix'at urbanity, and 
readily g^U|i||||||||po information on various points, for 
which I myself witli ([uestions. My hav- 

ing been tli^ntiiuate friend of Dr Price, whose memory 
ho cherishes with very allbctionate respi*ct, seemed of 
itself a passport to his regard. 

Ho is much tlu^ most literary Burman in the king- 
dom. He reads English, is a good matln'inalieian, is 
well acquainted with googra]ihy, and has coiisid<*rable 
mechanical ingenuity, lii his library arc a iiumb<'r of 

f ood Eiiglisli books, among which is a coinpleto set of 
lees’s Cyclopredia. lie has also various instruments, 
models, Ac. Withal, Burni;m-lik(’, he is an alclnsnist. 
Mathematics is his favourite science, and he rejects 
every tiling wliicli cannot he demonstrated like a pro- 
blem. 1 carried for my jiresent^ some small cliarts, 
exhibiting a condensed view of language's and their 
classification, governments and their eoinlition, heights 
of mountains, leiigtlis of river.^, Ac., Avith wliicli he ex- 

S ressed himself pieasc.'d, and iqion which he a^^ked Mr 
lincaid many questions, indicating both .an excellent 
intellect and extensive inl'orination. He gave me mi- 
nutely the last census, and Jiis own ojiinioii respeeting 
the amount of population, voluntarily writing for me 
the items on the spot. He is said to ho remarkably 
free from national prejudices. A slight evidenet; of 
this occurred iioav. VV'e all (Messrs Jviiicaid, Simons, 
and myself ) sat on the lloor, of course, on a rug wliicli 
was laid down for our aceoiiiinodation ; .and 1 was pn Uy 
comfortable, with my back against a post. But one of 
my feet was bidoro ju<;, and his wife pointed the atten- 
tion of a servant to tliat fact, 'fhe piince instantly 
forbade tliat I should be; disturbed, ami liegged me to 
sit in anyjiostun? which I. found most convenitnu. .Sil- 
ting with the feet towards aiioilier is eonsiiierod pan- 
cularly disrespectful, aTidaBnrinan Avould hardly <lar<*, 
for the price of his head, to take sn^h anatiitude before 
one of the royal family, i have sirure Icarnecl to sit /i 
la mode, that is, with my fcM't hchiiid me, on one side, 
QV crossed in front, as a tailor. 

Though far from lx.inga bigoted Boodhlst, the prince 
with all his reading seems to lie* decidedly attuche<l to 
that system. ^ Mr Kincaid gave him (lallamhit’s • 'ok 
on the soul, just isyiied from our pr(.‘ss at Maulmain, 
translated by Mrs Beiolet. He roeciv» d it with plea- 
sure, but said he could n.> . believe it, unl(?.ss it proved 
the matter clearly, by n;. king it just as plain as that 
two and two make four. I i '.!d uurt it presented a dif- 
• ereiit kind of evidence , aiuh udcavour.-dtorxplau] the 
iUilero:ice between a mathematic." 1 and a mo. . « eer- 

, ♦ In all visitsMthe principal men , it U cxi»o( t.- 1 i hal :i ,.f:rson 
Vhen first IntjoSS^ will make an offering. 1. . iced, it h com- 


taintv. But it twiS all in vain, till I Ibej^^d him just to 
take nis pencil, and prove to me, by figures, that h® 
was not a dijjad man I He looked perfectly nonplussed 
for a moment, then burst into a laugh, and seemed by 
further explanation to get the idea. He promised to 
read the book with earnest attention, and, ou takinrr 
leave, begged Mr Kincaid would bring me again. 

Under the auspices of Colonel Burney, I had a very 
pleasant interview with the Mea-Ava-dc Woon-gyee. Ilo 
has long been chief Avoon-gyee, or prime minister 
though much of his power is engrossed by SalO Men 
tho qiiceii’.s brother. The venerable old man, Avlmso 
couTitenaiico is very fine, received us very kindly, and 
Avith (jvidmit pleasure. Colonel Burney had told liiia 
that I had visited various parts of Europe, and he is 
very fond of hearing of foreign countries. He spoke ef 
tlio great distance of America, and, taking up his cir- 
cular coon-box, pointed out accurately, as on a globe, 
the relative positions of Biirmah, America, Eiiglaini, 
tScc. He addoil, liowevcr, perhaps on account of bis 
retainers present, ‘K)ur system has a Myenmo mount/- 
and puts your country so and so.” In accepting my 
presents, lie said ho knew not what to give us Anu - 
ricaus and English, for we seemed to have every tliiiifr 
already; and neither he nor any other sent mo any 
tiling. Producing ii gilded casket, lie (?xhibite<l, ap]>a- 
reiitly in corroboration of liis remark, various liandsoiui; 
articles, chielly of English manufacture, which had been 
given him ; among tiie rest, a watch pre.seiited liy the 
famous (h'ueraJ Haiidula, just before the conte.st witii 
ilie Briiisii in Avhieli lie lu.st his life, 'riiere Avas also 
bis tsal-o-ay’, Avbich ho liauded ns to inspoid, and tboii 
Avore during the rest of the intcrvicAv. He sjtoke of our 
country Avith iniicli .a]>[)robatiun, and lixpressedastrom; 
desire.' that Ave should open eommevcial relatiein.s. It, 
Avas replif-d that tji(*ir present restrictions on exports 
disabled our vessels from selling tht.'ir eargo('.s ; tlial il* 
Sjieeie and rice AVero allowed to be (‘xporUM.l, they coiil.l 
j)i(?k lip what litihi lae, ivory, Ac., lliere might be in the 
inai’kot, ami, selling the rest of tlieir goods for ric' or 
spi'ci*', |»roe<*ed elsi-ovliere to cionpliae their honunvard 
cargo ; Imt he could not see tlie |>ro|.rlety of semlnig 
away rice or sjieeic. 'I’he wisdom and candoni* nirmi- 
fested on several tthnes wliieli came uj), enc.on raged me 
b.) lay lx.'fore him tlie ojipri^i-.sivc eomhict of liie ml- rs 
at Baiigoon, and csjx'cialJy at Maiihee, toward ; ilu' 
nii .sionaries and diseqdes. 1 b.- declared liiinself entin-!v 
ignorant of these transactions, and much disjileascfj. 

I remarked, among otlu'r things, that lie knew tli ' 
Karens had no religion ; that their coii\ ersion threw no 
slur on. tlie stati; religion ; that ( 'hrlstianity must ime .* 
hotter sulfpads of these Avild and unciAilised peopk- ; 
and tluit m onr country (‘iitiro freedom of religiou.’ 
opinions was allowial Avithout injury. He .assented hilly, 
and said, if f Avould have a full .statenii'iit of the 
Avritten and laid bidbre liini, lie would .sift to Hie 
bottom, and ellectiially prevent the i-(.pctitbni of such 
acts. This Avas accordingly done aflerwarils tlirdii';!! 
Colonel Burney. • 

Tliis Avoon-gyeo v.'as a iioor boy, and has ris('n,c]iiel’ y 
by bis OAvn im-rit, tlirough many graeles of office, to bis 
present prc'mierslilp ; tb us furnishing a .strong « \i iii- 
plific:. ionof ;i jieculiarity in tliLs government,resoTnbllMg 
a hoasfed trait in our own. IS'o offices or title.y lu're ;n c 
lU'rcditary hut the kingship. 

During th(‘ visit, two Shyan Chobwaus c;ime in, and 
gave mo. an opportunity of «.* '.t»'iuling my inforina* ion 
respecting ronti's to China. Tlu'se men are, in }>oiMt 
of fact, kings at home, but they approached the minister 
with the greatest d(*ference. Tlicy were Avaiteil on l>.y 
the late iJurman governor of Bainoo, anotlicr of tlm 
routes by whicli I tun seeking to ascei'tiiiii the acccs- 
.sibleiicsH of China. 

A visit to tho Tha-tlien-a-byng', or supremo pontiff 
of the empire, was less ple«asant. 1 was not surpri-sed ; 
much less displeased. He of course saw in me a patron 
and .stroAigtheiier of the mission— an object he naturally 
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abhors/ He as a sbtt of excuse for 

jiiH reserve, that we did not sheekoo at our entrance. If 
tfiis was really his diflRculty, it adds a proof to many 
I have had already, of the excessive pride of those 
priests. His monastery was as splendid as Burmans 
know how to make it ; carved and gilded in every part, 
within and without. ^ 

Tho Snr-ra-wa prince, to whom Mr Kincaid next 
introduced me, received me with the greatest urbanity. 
Jle is the only full brother of the present king, a few 
years younger, and is more likely to succeed him than 
tho proper heir apparent.* He is said exactly to re- 
semble the king, and certainly there could scarcely he a 
more intelligent and manly countenance. The Alompra 
forehead, which distinguishes this family, slopes back- 
ward somewhat too rapidly for a good head, but is high, 
and has great breadth. Wlimi speaking, his counte- 
nance is lighted up with great animation. Though less 
literary than his uncle, tho Mtjkara prince, ho is con- 
sidered more talented, and to possess more general 
information. He spoke in high terms of our country, 
and acknowledged the impolicy of the restrictions on 
exports, and other impediments at Rangoon. In re- 
marking on various countries and their institutions, he 
showed not only an enlight.eno<l, hut a ladlectivc and 
strong mind, llespeeting tlio tribes hetAveen hero and 
Clhina, he gave mo mucli valuable informatiou. 'J'he 
object of my visit to the golden city being cx])laiiiod to 
him, I ex])ress(id much satisfaction, in linding our mis- 
sionaries hero fully ]U'oiecti;d and enjoying all the rigld^^ 
of citizenship, lie immediately drew a comj>arison 
]ii'two(ui the liberal usages of this coiiiitiy, in receiving 
and protecting all londgners, and the [)olicy of China 
ill excluding them ; invited me to jdace teachers in tho 
adjacent citi('s ; aiul recomineiuled mo to travel in the 
interior, and fseo more of the country. 

During the inti'i’Niew, his lady was intiaxluced, with 
a lovely iulant, two or three years oM ; and iiotliing 
occurred to indicate that odious hauglitiness whicli so 
goiK.'rally attaches to men of liis rank in tho east. On 
taking leave, ho invited us to visit his garden next day, 
vvliicli wo (lid ; for 1 (kiem a garden a t(.‘st of civilisa- 
tion. c found a large spac(‘, jun'liaps an acre, well 
laid out, with raisc’d brick' foot-patJis, plusteiv.'d, and 
ri'sembliug stom*. Marble tanks, artilicial ]>onds, wiili 
gold and crimson lisli, nniiK'i’ous water-courses and 
resi.rvoirs, and several men eirgag<?d in drawing water 
I'rnni wells, sliowed iiow irnndi atK'iilion to irrigation is 
ne,(M*ssary l») a gaixb'ii at A va. 1 1(! liad the peach, apple, 
cofiei’, tig, and many (»ther foreign fruits, besides tile 
varieties <»f lus(*ious ones whieli are native. Jii an ad- 
jacent «:noloKuri' hc! had wild animals and seme singular 
liirds, perfeetly gentle, and going at large. Du the 
wlnde, it was a tasteful and pleasing spot. Men of rank 
in tins city, ginieraily have such gardens, on which tlicy 
bestow great expense. 1 visited one or two otliers, 
wliicli bad liandsoine /ayats in tlieni, where the owner 
VipDsed sometimes as in a sumnier-lionse. or rcccuved 
liis intimah^ fiycmds. 

Not to multiply accounts of \ isih. to great incni, it v\ill 
be eiioiigb to remark tliat 1 found all to whom I was 
introduced iiiteUigmit and aHablo. Having read of 
tlicin a#;. gorg(H)iisly arrayed on days of state ceremony, 
1 "as disapj>oiiit(’(i t«( liud ihem dresscil jna cisely like 
other nuai, with waist-cbdii and turban only. These, 
lio\v(;vcr, were of tho best materials. If it was llujcool 
nl tlnj day, they wort^ also tin' en-gy, or muslin coat. 
Their dwellings now are temporary Iniildings, oulsido 
<>1 the city wall, and arc, in fact, mer shanties. By 
"luit is, perhapH, a ncei'ssavy precaution, in such a 
government, when tin? kiQg goes out of the city, all the 
nobles must go out also, ^d stay out till he returns. 
H*' is now residing at his v\'ater-palace, so called — a 
<-oll('ction of wooden houses, one story higli, between 
the citjr wall and the winter. 

During my whole visit here, Cokmc! ibiniey was in 
^ the liabit of sending to me the distinguished persons 

^ He lusoendcd the throne, on the death of his brother, in 18JI7* 


Xfho called Mnj, who could give mo mformation, ; i 
from their own kaaowledge, of tlie tribes between this ' 
city and China. Among others was the lately famous , 
puphd Gdm, who mice tho largest part of the Sing- 
phoos. He came with a sera-dau-gyee, or chief secre- 
tary, and rode a horse richly, caparisoned. Tho skirts 
of the saddle wero circular, a yard in diameter, and 
completely gilded. lu other respects he had no marks 
of a prince but his intelligence. Among other inquiries, 

I asked if he w'ould protect Christian teachers, and 
suffer them to give ])ooks, if we sent some to his tribe. 
H(j assured me that ho would, and that all quiet foreign- 
ers were secure in any part of his dominions. Besides 
a small present of penknife, scissors, &c., ho accepted 
a c()]>y of the New Testament, an assortment of tracts, 
and a map of tlm world, Iat(?ly lithographed by the 
missionaries, with the names in the liurmau language. 
Mr Kincaid endeavoured to impress on his mind some 
leading truths of religion. 

Besides the information gaimul from such persons, it 
was no small advantage to liavx* the populace, vvho^ fol- 
lowed them, see the mission tlms noticed by great men, 
and sec their nunu?rous I’ldiiiue going aw.ay with our 
books and tracts in their hands. I’he iiiHuenco of such 
a sight can only I'O I’ealised by those who have seen 
tin- profound respect paid by orientals to persons in 
authority. 

The climate of Av.a, most of the year, is delightful. 
The cool season lasts fi-om the middle of October till tho 
early ])art of April. During this period, heavy fogs 
}n*evail early in tin; inorniug, but they soon disperse, 
and leave a snimy sky. Tin? tluTTrumioter at night, 
and towards morning, descends to 1.5'^ or 50'^ ; some- 
tinu's, though very rarely, to 10'^ ; rising in the middle? 
of the day to or 70 \ Towards tho end of April, it 
begins to get hot, uud ibe last of that montll, and w'holo 
of May, aiM? the trying portion of the year. The tlier- 
mometi'i- ranges I'rom to 100'-, rising sonudiines 
(‘veil to llO^, in a lair exposun! at mid-day ; but it is 
always many degrtjcs (?ooiei; at night. About the 1st of 
•Juin', ,^ome dashes of J*ain (jeeur ; the sky is always 
(rioudy, and the periodical inundation of the river 
sj>r(.‘ads vast slieets of water over tlie low grounds. 
'I'lieso, with the south-Wtvst monsoon, which rarely inter- 
mits, sprea<l a cool fre.sl mess on eva-ry side. The present 
is th(' rainy sea.s(»u on llio coast, and on the? mountains 
iiortli of Ava, bi;t ai'ound tlu? city it rar(?ly rains ; in 
sor.u? years, so iitilo ns to cut off all crops, and create 
almo.-it a famine. It was during this jx-riod that my 
tinu? was spent in Ava, and more didieioiis weather 
eould not be. The t!iorinomet<.‘r has not been above 
•b.'D, and r;»r(‘ly above? 87 The average at mid-day 
has been a))Out ' or b t''. Bi loro nioniing, 1 always 
* 01(1 it necessary to draAv over mo a llannel sheet. The 
> ivei* is now from tliirty to forty feet above its common 
le\el, Alxuit tho middle; of August, the Avaters begin 
to .subside ; the clouds are less elciiSv? ; and for a short 
tilin' very hot AAOiitlu-r returns, but not so oppressive us 
ill May. The (‘<>t)l soaseui tli(?n s('ts in, as above men- 
tioned. The river owes its rise; not so much to rain in 
the upper country, as to tlx? rapid melting of the snow 
on the lofty inoiintiftns connecteMl AA-ith tlie Himalaya 
range, Avlie're? tiie; IrraAvaekly rises, in common with tho 
IvyendAve’oii, Biirampoote'r, and great Camboja rivers. 

M issionary elforts were begun in this city by Messrs 
JudHoii and l‘rice in ItfJw, but Air Judsoii very soon 
returned to Rangoon. Immediately on rejoining Mr 
ITiee, Avith Airs Judson, in 1 11*2 4, tho Avar broke out, 
during Avliich the missionaries Avero called not to act 
for Christ, but to suffer. At the close of tho war, Mr 
.ludson jiroce?eded to Amherst. Thus scarcely any thing 
was done? to create a general knoAvledge of Cliristiani*^y, 
or to convert individuals ; Dr Price being chiefly en- 
grosse'd Avith his medical profession, and a school of 
noblemen’s children. He Avas, hoAvcver, a faithful and 
laborious man, so far .os bis bodily strength, wasted by 
a sioAV consumption, would perraft. He pix;ached to his 
retainers, and such as would come to his house, every 
Sabbath, and impressed religion on many with whom 



' in daily cantict, but nevar went aihong tl^ 

eenimdxi people as an evangeUst. Had bo lived to com- 
^"^tete ,th6 education of the yolith entrusted to him, he 
Would have done an incalculable service to the country. 
"He had obtained permission to carry several of them 
- to Oalcutta, to finish their studies at Serainpore ; and, 
/ though worn down by disease, could not be dissuaded 
from making it the last effort of bis life. In spite of 
. weakness, which confined him almost constantly to his 
: bed, be finished all his arrangements, and tho day of 
sailing ari*ive»l. He arose and dressed as usual. But, 
though he could disregard debility, he could not escape 
death. On that morning, his attendants, having left 
him for a short time, returning, found him dead in his 
chair ! The British residciiit lias since tried in vain to 
obtain another set of youths to go to Calcutta for edu- 
cation. 

No conversion occurred at Ava, nor indeed can the 
mission be regarded as fairly begun, till the arrival of 
Mr Kincaid, in June 1833. Ho liacl b('on in tho coun- 
try since November 1830, and Jiad so far acquired the 
language as to bo able to pray and expound a little, 
but liail not attempted to deliver regular discourses. 
Ho took a large quantity of tracts and books, of wliieli 
ho gave away 1 7,800 on tho way up : this w'as the first 
general distrilnitioii made on tho river. A house was 
obtained ; preaching was kept iij) regularly on the 
Sabbath, and every week evening ; ami Ko Shooii and 
Ko Sanlone, excellent assistants fVoni Maulmaiii, occu- 
pied public zayats, and taught from house to house. 
The first convert was Mah Nwa ()o, wife of a disciple 
whom Dr Brice had brought with him from Baiigoon. 
She, w’ith another, was baptised in October of the same 
year. Since then, twelve others liave bet*n received 
into the church ; all Biirmans but one, an Indo-Briton. 
Mr Kincaid’s published journals make any further his- 
tory of this station unnecessary, ('xciipt to say, that in 
September 1835, Mr Simons joined the station, and lias 
been employed chiefly in teaching schools, and giving 
tracts to sueii as came to the hoiis('. Ho has not yet so 
far acquired the language as to preacli, or communicate 
much with the natives. 

The present asjiect of the station is full of encou- 
ragement. Mr Kincaid is (toinpletely at home in the 
language, and tho native assistants, among whom is Ko 
Shoon again for a season, are Inboriously engaged. 
Besides these, KoGwa, the deacon, a wise aiul invaluable 
old man, is employed nmeh (d' his time very u.sefiilly in 
private conversation thriuigh the city. Ho had cliargo 
of tho laic king’s bearers, amounting to sev(*ral liuiulred 
men, and possesses not only a large acfiuaintance, but 
Some influence. Two or three of the other members 
arc of very resjK'ctable worldly standing, and three young 
men give promise of becoming useful in the ministry. 
They are studying English, geography, t^c., at the mis- 
sion house, under Mrs Simons, and two of them will 
probably join tho school at 1 avoy. 

All the disci ple.s except two, -who reside forty miles 
off, and one who is often kept away in atteiulaneti 
upon his sister, a maid of honour in the pahux*, :?”e 
regularly at worship every Sunday, and attend urn 
concert of prayer, and such olhcivincetiiigs as may be 
appointed. 

Ava is the great centre to which |)ersojis I’osoi't from 
every part of iJurmali and its tribulary states. Many 
of these come to tiie mission for books, not so much to 
bearabout “the new religion,” us to see wliiti’ foreigners, 
especially ladies. Except Mrs Judson (wlio, of c ourse, 
was little seen abroad iliiring the war, and, as the 

f )vernor’s widow part of the tune wore tho full 

urman costume tojivoid molestation), no white female 
has ever been sc^en lu > till ilie establi-diraeut of the 
British residency. There tb, ^ dare not go to satisfy 
their curiosity, and they j’ cV to ihc njissie!i-]ioiise,lbr 
the ostensible purpooc of obtaining a tract. During my 
stay, there were always soim^ in the Imuse, ofu i a com- 
plete tliroiig, staring at every tiling, heeling everything, 
pondering at evcjry thing. Often, wh« r ttieir attention 
i secured for a iS^ent to divine truth, they bt^gin to 


feel your* band«jj| Jor exaiwiflo the of your 

raiment, or the joints of your table, and you perceive 
your words are lost upon them. Sometimes they seem 
absorbed with wonder at the tract you have given them 
and, in trying to find out how' it is put togcither, pull it 
to pieces before your eyes. Many have heard that Mr 
Kincaid has globes *and an orrery, and come avowedly 
to see those. Our mode of eating is an especial marvel ; 
and w'e generally have many spectators in the room, m* 
at the dooi*. Such facts, together with those 1 have 
already mentioned in relation to tracts, must be remem- 
bered by tile friends of missions at home, lest they make 
very erroneous inferences from tho naked statements 
of inissionai*y jouriuils. 

It has been inferred from thc.se, that person.s have 
come hundreds of milesfor a tract, or to hear of Christ, 
from its being stated, that a person from such or. 
such a distant point came for tracts, Sic.; whereas the 
pci-son, being at the station on other business, came as 
a matter of curiosity. It has been inferred, too, that a 
general spirit of inquii’y has been excited throughout 
the empire. Alas ! the very contrary is tho fact. In 
gonci’al, tracts are received more cordially atfii’stthan 
ever afterwards ; and often, on visiting a village a secojul 
or third time, few will accept a tract at all. A writer 
ill America has stated that “whole villages have been 
converted unto God.” There lias been no such event. 
Two Christian villnges have been formed by colleeting 
converted Karens together, and others may yet In; 
formed ; but, as a general measure, it is deenu'd un- 
safe and undesirable, 'riie great stumbling-block w'iih 
Biirmaiis, as with those to whom apostles preached, is 
“ Christ crucified.” They cannot giT tlu; idea of an 
elcrnul God; and that Christ was a innn seems to put 
liim on a footing w'ith Gatidama. Tli(*y bring up the 
fact of Ids being “ born of a virgin,” just as infiilels do. 
Thus that glorious doctrine, which, to such of them as 
come to feel the power and guilt of sin, is tho sweet 
theme that fills tlu.nr heart with peace, is to the multi- 
tude tho “liard saying,” which they cannot bi!ar. 

Vet lhcr(?are some jirominent eneouragi'inents at tliis 
station. ^i'Jiat tracts and books may be distributed from 
hence to the inmiotest parts of I lie empiin;, is a very 
important eircumstaiice. 'I’hat lliey come from the 
imperial city, gives them augniented influence. That 
they are frequ(;ntly taken by li('ad mon and ]U*incipal 
citizens, gives more. Tliat government is liilly awaro 
of ourmissionavy e fforts, having had Mr Kincaid several 
times before them, gives the })eo])le an impression lliiit 
his conduct now is at least winked at. It is a.s(;ertaiiicd 
also that some tliirty or forty persons in tin; cily an* so 
entirely convinced of tin; trulli of Ghristianity as to 
liave forsaken the forms of Boodhism, and worship in 
secret, a.s they aflirm, the eti'riml God. 'riiey dare not 
come to public worship, and some of lln'in not i:veii to 
the missionary ; but they rem.'ive gladly the visits ol tlu; 
native assistants, and, we may hope, will yet heeonio 
decided Christians. 

As to the ])ersonal safety of tho misf^ioiiarles, there 
is no apparent grounu of ajiprehensioii. The govei n- 
meiit would not drive them from tin; country, nmch less 
offer personal violence. Their late limniiiation hy the 
British has greatly altcretl their tone towards wlnti; 
ioreigiiers. It is altogether ju’ohable that the threats 
of the w'ooii-gyees, and ord(;rs to stoj) giving hooks, are 
intended merely to exempt tlieiiiselves from hlaine. H 
it should come to the king’s cars that missionaries are 
giving hooks, and ho shouhi choose to be angry, they 
wish to ho able to appeal to their record, aii<l show’ that 
the niissioiiaries have continued in spite of prohibition. 
To forbid a thing, is often, with Burinau oflicers, then* 
iinal measure, after whicli, having thus thrown off the 
responsibility, they are often pleased to see their orders 
di.srcgard(;d. At present, too, the (piostion who shall be 
tho next king, is probably one of engrossing inag^ntu^ ^ 
to tho rulers. It is also to us. If a certain candidate 
succeed, Boodhisin will revive on every side ; if another, 
toleration will probably be allowed. Let us earnest y 
commoud tho result to Him who ©xalteth kings at h 



pleasure, tf ihe missiooaries slibuld <!nVeu aWay, 

[t would probably be by such measures being talven with 
the natives as to render a further stay useless. One of 
the highest oliicera proposed, it is said, in a late couver- 
giitioii respecting the crowds who came for books, the 
frucitixion of some six or eight caught so doing, and that 
they bo suspended before Mr Kincaid’s door till they 
rotted away. There is much reason, however, to think 
this was said for mere effect ; for the speaker is known 
to he specially indifferent to Iloodhism. 

Near Ava are oight or nine hundred Catholics, chiefly 
the descendants of French and other prisoners, brought 
by Alompra from Syrian, at his conquest of that place 
ill They are settled in six small villages, the 

chief of which is Kyiin-ta-yiiali, which has 100 houses. 

] 11 1 7 84, two priests wore sent hy the Propaganda. The 
troubles of jMiropo prevented their receiving any remit- 
tances for thirty years ; but their scanty wants w'ere 
supplied by their poor flock, and by the practice of 
medicine. They were quiet, littJrary men, and much 
resjiected. One died in 1023, and the other in 1832. 
Their places have been supplied by young priests from 
Italy. I eannot find that here, or elsewhere in Bur- 
nmh, the Catholics make much effort to gain converts 
to the Christian faith ; and though half a century has 
elapsed since the arrival of the first missionaries, they 
liave never given their people any portion of the Scrip- 
tures ill their vernacular. The service is in fiatin, of 
course ; hut such as preach, do so in Burmau. The: 
('at holies live and dress just as other Bunnans, and are 
only to be distinguished from ihcm by iheir deeper 
poverty and grosser immorality. 

A visit to JSagaing, opposite to Ava, and once fho 
metropolis, gave me not only an opportunity of noting 
what iny official duty re(iuired, but of visiting the tomli 
of Br Price. The intimacy that subsisted betwecui us. 
and tlie fine points in his character, camo vividly hefoia 
me as I walked over the fallen walls of his dwelling, or 
ill his garden in ruins, 

’• Ami still where many a j^iirden- (lower j-i'ows wild,” 

or under the huge tamarinds whicli shaded his walks. 
’Twas a dark day for Burmali when lie died. The Lore 
lias blesfiod liis memory by the conversion of liis tw'< 
sons, now in America. Alay they become apostles for 
Jhirmali ! 

The population of Sagaiug is perhaps 50,000, and tlr 
.small district or township belonging to it about 80,00(1 
more. Tliero seein.s to be no obstacle to the immediat' 
settlement f»f a missionary, except that we have no oiv 
familiar with the laiigiiago who can be spared. Many 
( hineso reside here, who read tracts and Bibles in thei; 
own language. T’he few we have been able to distribut* 
ill tliis vicinity for a lev/ iiionilis past, have been mos 
gratefully received, ami sundry individuals, in applying; 
lor others, liavc proved they had been attentively read. 

Three miles north-west of the city are tlio qiiarric! 
of .statuary marble from w hicli most of tlie stone image 
of Caudama are made. J t is also used for water-spouts 
and other purposes about sacred edifice.^, and sliiiu 
conspicnously rouml all tJie ])agodas in this jiart of tk 
country, in the polished claws and grinning teeth * 
tlic himc lions (so called) which guard the precinct: 
Tlie veal lion is unknow n in Burma li ; and these image: 
which, though of all sizes, arc perfectly alike, are th 
most atrociou.s caricatures of tlie king of bemsts. 

From eight to fifteen miles farther north is a rcgioi 
I’cscmbling the “ licks” of our wc.stevu country, wlicr 
vast quantities of salt are nuulo. 

Five mile.s south-w’ost of ►‘Sagaiug, and about a mi 
from the great manufactory of idols, is the Ivyoung 
moo-dau-gyee pagoda, famous for its size, I ts shape i 
precisely like a tluniblo, 170 feet high, and 1000 feeti: 
circumference at the base. 1 1 looks, in ascending tli 
liver, like a little mountain. An inscription within th 
enclosure gives the date of its erection^ which corr« 
Spends to our a. n. 1()20\ 

Tlie Mengooii pagoda, above Umcrapoora, would I 
vastly larger if finished, surpassing some of the pyramk 
C 


•f Egyft.' Wfen liot ttioipd thaii half advauccil, 
gi^vv 80 towards Boodhisra, and ha4 so 
ixhausted Ins mbatis and the liberality of the nobles, 
lat he abandoned the undertaking. His Brahminical 
itrologers furnished him an excellent pretext by giving 
ut that so soon as finished he would die, and the 
ynasty be changed. The lions were finished, and 
' ough intended, of course, to bear the usual proportion 
the size of the edifice, they are ninety feet high. A 
igc bell was also cast for it, stated, in tlic thirty-fifth 
olumc of the authorised Buriuan History or Clironicles, 
weigh 55,500 viss (about 200,000 lbs.) ; but the Chief 
/con-gyeo declared to me that its weight was 88,000 
is.s. 

(Jn the way to Umcrapoora, we saw the royal barges, 

,nd visited the pagodas and zayats of Shway-kyet-yet, 

<v ‘^the scratch of tlio golden fow'l.” T'he group stands 
•11 a bluff jutting into the river, oppo.sito the range of 
fills back of Sugaing, which terminate at the shore. 

.'he whole is now in fine order, some having been lately 
e-coated with stucco, and the whole fresh whitewashed, 
tforins the most beautiful object from Ava, resembling, 

,t that di.starice, a noble palace of w'hitc marble. 

Hero Gaiulama wears a form not given to him else- 
where, T believe, except in paintings, nanufiy, that of a 
5ock. The legend is, that when he was iii that form 
f existciicii, be was king of all fowls, and, passing that 
luce, he scratched tluue ! Hence the sanctity of the 
pot, and hence the noble structure.s which dibiinguish 
; ! The face of the stone ciicks which ornament the 
idles is somewhat human, the bill being brought up 
,0 his eyes, like a huge hooked no.se. In the zayats at 
his cool and delightful r(?troai, commandiilg the best 
iew of Ava and much of the river above and below', 
ive found a number of well-dressed men reposing on 
3leau mats, to w'hom we preached “Jesus and the 
e.surrection.” Tluy readily accepted tracts, and we 
u‘it them intently ]>crusing them. 

A« short row farther brought us to Umcrapoora, 
seven miles above Ava, on the same side of tlic river, 
whicli licre takes a sudden bend to tlie iiortli. It ex- 
tends back to a noble lake, and is shaded charmingly 
w ith trce.s. 'I’lie location is, however, very inferior to 
that of Ava. A low island and an extensive fiat obstruct 
the harbour, and, except at high wat(?r, the lake behind 
’la.s not a good entrance from the river. At Ava., 
the shore is bold, and the water always deep, and the 
Myetnga, or Litile Kiver, wliieli passes through tho 
eastern suburb, is a fine navigable stream, opening a 
trade to the interior for two liuiidrcd miles. 

Umcrapoora was nearly desolated by a dreadful fire 
ill 1823 ; but though within the walls it remain.s deso- 
late, the siiburb.s have grown to a city at least as popu- 
lous a.s Ava itself. A large number of Chinese reside 
here, and carry on a considerable trade with their own 
country by the annual caravans. They arc Boodhists, 
as mo.st of the common Ciiincsi; are, and have a showy 
temple, w ith an ade(|iiatc supply of priests. We sought 
refuge there in a shower, and were coiirteoii.sly received. 
They listened to the good news with decorum, and ac- 
cepted Burmaii tracts, in which language many of them 
read. During our v^sit, a number of Bunnaus camo 
and made their offerings and sheekoo to tho image. 

There are various wonders at Umcrapoora, such as 
the great and boasted bell (Burnuiiis are marvellously 
fond of vast bells) ; the brass cannon, almost tlie largest 
ill the w orld ; tlu; stupendous brazen image of Gaudama, 
brought from Arracan ; the girl mentioned in Mr Kin- 
caid s journal, and by Major Crawfurd, os being covered 
with long fine Iiair, Ac. ; but I could not spend the time 
iicce.ssary to see them, and, procuifitig a bullock cart, 
rode about to see the localities, extent of popukition, 
Ac. 

It seems important to locate at least two missionaries 
at this place, not only for the 100,000 inhabitants, but , 
for the thousands of Chinese who may hero be reached. 
One of tho missionaries might study Cliinese, and bo 
prepared at a future day to accompany the caravaa to 
Yunnan. The government would not interfere to . 




converftloti o£ forfeign6W,'aia5 the mw^esis 
•whichj Wa are bound to hope and believe, would be. 
mada, might become most emcient missionarioB to their 
countrymen, 

A few miles back of the city, tho Chinese have some 
: ' plantations of sweet caiio, and manufacture a largo 
, of excellent brown and yellow sugar. I pur- 

i^ased some as good as our best yellow llavanna, at 
: about four cents a pound. 

Tho iinincdiatc cognisance of the king secures this 
part of the cinpiro from many of the severe oppressions 
under which more distant sections constantly groan ; 

; and tends in several other ways to increase its compa- 
rative population. It is beyond doubt the most densely 
inhabited part of the kingdom. Those whoip I deemed 
best able to inform me, stated, that within a radius of 
twenty miles, there must bo at least half a million of 
people. 

On the 3d of August came the sad adieu to the kind 
friends in Ava, who for a mouth had left nothing untried 
to xnake my stay pleasant, and aid my official duties. 
To Colonel II. Burney, the British resident, I am under 
many obligations, not only for attentions and assistance 
in the acquisition of iul'ornmtion, but for personal kind- 
nesses bestowed in the most delicate manner. To him, 
and scarcely less to ]\Irs Burney, the mission is largely 
indebted. At 'j’avoy, of which province Colonel Burney 
had charge some years, they were as parents to tho 
lamented Boardmaii. At Rangoon, whore lie lias occa- 
sionally resided, since holding his present appointment, 
they wore not less kind to the missionaries, oven watch- 
ing tliem day and night in tlieir sickness. At Ava, our 
bretlircn and their families not only receive daily ami 
expensive kiudnesses, but are over so treatf;d us to give 
them tho liigljost possible estimation among the people. 

The first two days of tho (lescendiiig vopge passed 
delightfully. My boat, too small for two, is ample for 
one, and I soon got all my matters nicely adjnste<l. 
Secure from interruption, and being alone, little exposed 
to distraction, it was encouraging to be able to get to 
work in good earnest, to arrange and digest tlic hoard 
of memorandums gained during tin? past busy month. 
It creates, too, something like a feeling of Z/ow/* to lie, 
any whore, “ monarch of all you survey,” and to be 
surrounded by none but such as you may command ; 
and especially, there is satisfaction in reviewing your 
steps after an errand is pleasantly accomplished. With 
all these advantages, the river, now forty feet above its 
common level, bore me along at the rate of lour miles 
an hour, and so loftily, that 1 could see over the coun- 
try far and near ; the Vianks being ])ut a foot or two 
above the flood. Instead of being draggeil only by 
ropes, under a sultry b.mk, seeing only such houses 
and trees as stood on tlie brink, or, if under sail, 

‘‘ hugging the shore,” to avoid the ciirrent, wo now 
swept gallantly down tho niitl stream, higher from tho 
top of the boat than the level country, and seeing tlio 
noble hills to their very Inise. The whole landscape, 
refreshed by occasional rains, presents, at this season, 
scenes which are not surjiasscd on the Rhine, or on • r 
own more beautilul Connecticut. 

7th. — Alas! a traveller lias**llttle cause to give 
patience a furlough because he gets a visit from pl(?a- 
Bure. Here I am, the fourth day of the trip, m(»orcd 
not ‘‘ under tho lee,” but alongside of a iJiindy islrual, 
just enough a-leo ” to got a constant drizzle of sand 
upon every thing, and not enough to sbclter us from 
the huge waves tiiat render it inqjossihlo to .’o any 
thing, while tho ^vind has full sweep at me, and will not 
Buffier a paper to lie Tn its place. The men have done 
their best to “ keep moving,” but the wind defies both 
oars and tide. Vchteruay v o luid much ado to make 
headway against it, and it probably will not alter much, 
as it is the midst ci tho monsoon, (t, however, genc- 
j., rally subshles before night, and we must . atch our 
chances. If my Master be Jiot in baste to get mo to 
\ Rangoon, whyishould I bo I iMy pax !y from 
fVver-nse, and jiurtly from tho glart upon the water, 
bei^nnie bad again ; and as there is no one to 


speak to, I ani ehabdheed hare, deprived of bOjok, pen 
and conversation. If this order of things should oon^ 
tinue, I shall soon have a satiety of my lordly lone- 
someness. 

August 13 — Through divine goodness I am now in 
siglit of Rangoon, having made the passage in eleven 
days, without accident. For the sake of expedition, 1 
fioated a good deal in tho night, as the wind then 
always subsided, and wo made better progress tliau in 
the daytime with six oars. But the boatmen were 
sadly uneasy at doing so, and wero constantly assailed 
by accounts of recent I’obberies aud murders. At one 
village, we found in the liouse of the head-man sevei’al 
persons who had that afternoon been robbed of their 
boat, and all it contained. Frequently, as we passed a 
village, the officers would call out that we must wait 
for other boats and proceed in company. Sometimes 
they would take a boat, aud come out to compel me to 
.stop, saying that, if I was murdered or robbed, they 
might have to answer for it with their heads. I always 
answered that I must proceed ; and making them some 
little presents, they would desist. On several occasions/ 
they had no sooner left mo, and it was perceived along 
shore that I was going on, than a littlo fleet of boats 
would put off, and I went abundantly escorted. Tliey 
had all probably been detained for tho same rcasuin, 
and supposing me well armed, as foreigners always are, 
were glad of my protection. 

What a wretcliod government is this, vvliicli, wliile it 
taxes and burdens tho people to the very utmost, grants 
them, in return, no security for person or property ! 
Hence the huddling together in little wretched villages. 
A Burmaii with any thirig to lost? would not dare to live 
on a farm even one mile from a village. JNo siuih case 
probably exist.s in tho empire. 'I’lie very poort.st, and 
the Ivarcns, who are always vei*y poor, vtoituro to live 
ill villages of tlircc or four houses in the jungle, mid 
ciiltiviitc patches of rice. 'J'ho peo[)l(} at large live in 
the bondage of constant fear. Not only is thieving 
common, but robbing by bands. Thirty or filly men, 
well armed and disguised, surround ;i housi', wliik- a 
detachment plunders it, ainl permit no one to go to their 
aid. On the rivers, rid 3 beriea are (“veii more freepu-nt, 
as tlio chance of detection is less. Wo have scarei ly a 
missionary family that has not bi'en rofibed. So much 
was .said, by some of my kind Kiiglish friends in Ran- 
goon, of the folly and danger of going unarmed, as! 
had hitherto done*, and of the imputations which would 
bo cast upon them, if they sufl’ered mo to go in lliisi 
manner, that 1 consented to borrow a pair of pistols 
and a bag of cartridges. 1 never opened my bag of 
cartridge.s till to-day, when, seeing alligators ahnig 
.shore, and desirous to sec if they Avirro as iinpeiirtrahle 
as ti’avcllers assert, I went to iny bag, but found they 
were all musket cartridges, and not one would go in ! 
Surely, in closing this mi.ssion, 1 may .sing 

of the mercy of tho Lord, and cheri.sh an incrraseil 
confidence that his goodness will lead mo “all my 
journey through.” r 


CHAPTER Vr. 

i7iUt;igong. Cox-’a I»;wa;ir. Aky.ab. Kyonlc Phyoo. Jfajiir;.^ 
Arnicuu. 

Tiierk being no mode of getting into the Arracaii and 
(diittagong provinces but by way of ^Icutta, uiy next 
voyage was to that city ; but to avoid disjoining the 
notes on Biirmah, I postpone any account of Bengal, 
and will finish, in this chapter, my travels on this side 
of th(‘. bay. 

I embarked, November 27, from Calcutta for Chitta- 
gong. U'lie voyage coubumed a fortnight. 

Idas town lies about teu miles from the mouth of tho 
river, on the right bank, and is the head-quarters of a 
eorapaiiy’s regiment, and the civil officers of tlie pro- 
vince. The Rev. Mr Johannes, who has laboured hero 
for sixteen years, in connection with Serampore, rc- 








me with hospitality^ a.)]d in a few days I 
was provided with a passage one stage farther on my 

way. ; ^ , 

Chittagong, or Islam-a-bad', is situatod on and among 
sniall abrupt hills, which furnish beautiful sites for the 
mansions of the English, some of which command a 
view of the sea. The natives live along the valleys, 
among plaintain, olive, mango, orange, and alinoud 
trees, with neat gardens of esculents. The streets are 
in good order, and the bazaar abundantly supplied with 
every soi‘t of domestic and foreign produce. The town 
includes T2,000 people, and immediately adjacent arc 
many populous villages. The language, the mode of 
building, and the general aspect of every thing, arc 
decidedly i>engalc(‘. About three hundred vessels, 
chieily brigs of from forty to a hundred tons, are owned 
in the place, and nuiiiy vessels from other piaccs resort 
there. The chief exports are rice and salt. I saw 
lying at anchor several largo IMaldive boats of inde- 
scribable construction. Tliese vessels, with a deck 
made of thatcli, venture annually, during tliis fine so.a- 
son, from those distant islands, ])ri]iging cowries, tor- 
toise-sludl, cumela, cocoa-nuts, and coir for rope^ and 
carry away rice and sniall manufactures. No mis- 
sionary has ever been sent to that numerous aii<l inte- 
resting ])cople. 

Mr Johaunos preaches in Ihiglisli and Bengalee, 
both of which are v(;rnaeular to him, but devotes most of 
his time to a v(U’y large scliool, which was commenced 
bv the Jvov. Mr iVacock, in IblH. it was iutendod, and 
has always bemi coiitiiiucd, for poor Uoiuuii Cutholic 
children, but there liave geiH?raliy been a few Benga- 
lese. Several of the pupils, on hnishing at scliool, liave 
obtained places under government. Only two schoJars 
have ever lieeii coiiviirted. 

Accompanying M r Johannes into thebazanr to ]iroaeh, 
we soon had an uudionee of ten or til'teeii, who paid good 
attention, and aski'd some (pn^stioiis, but seemed firm 
in tlieir own faith. A Mussulman Vogec passing by, 
smeared with cow-dung and OangiJS mud, I felt anxious 
to converse kindly with him, and did so for some time 
llirongli Mr Johannes. J!is coiinleiuiiiee was anxious 
and care-worn, and In? declared that the sole object of 
Ills life was to appease tin* severity of llie angel of death. 
1 pointefl him to the Lanili of ( lod, and endeavoured to 
make clear to his understanding the way of life. It 
was not necessary to dwell on his sinfulness and need 
of a Saviour, for ho was buialimed with conscious guilt. 
Ibit he was afraid to give up his austerities, and depend 
on free grace; and ended with the usual ctinclnsion, 
that onr religion is excellent for us, but their religion 
is better for them. 

There has for ages been a tnixed progeny of i’ortu- 
giiese in (Tiittagong, who liave iimltiplied to about two 
tliousaiid .souls. Tliey linvc? two places t f worsliip, and 
at present one priest, who, being ignorant both of Ben- 
galee and English, is restricted to the more perform- 
ance of liis Latin ritual. Tliis class show no anxiety, 
in g(?neral, fo*r the conversion of the pagans, and in 
many cases arc less moral, if possible, than the licatliens 
tl ionise Ives. 

Tlie^district of Chittagong is about 1*20 miles long, 
and (iOSvide. Jt seems to have belonged originally to 
Ti))(?rali, and to have become a part of the kingdom of 
Bengal early in the slxt<’entli centuiw, atter which it 
was annexed to the I^logul dominions. It was ceded 
to the (lompaiiy by Jatlier Ali Khan in ITo'O. The 
l>opulation is about 1,01)0,01)0, of wliicb two-thirds arc 
l^lussulnians, and tbo residue eliielly Hindus. There 
were formerly many Mugs, but since the tranquiliisa- 
tioii and security of Arracan under British rule, most 
of these have returned to their country. 

Most of Chittagong is fertile, and rieo is largely ex- 
ported. Salt is inadu and exported in great cpuintitics, 
and much is used on the spot iu curing fish, which 
abound on the coast. Tho iiihabitant.j are in goiirral 
W’retchcdly poor, but tiu? company derive annually from 
tho province about 1,200,000 rupees. The taxes being 
collected, not on the system of Arracan and tho Tenas- 


serim provliii^0i but on tho Zemindar system of Bengalj " 

the people pay perhaps nearly double that sum. 

Finding a coasting- vessel of about thirty tons, bound 
to Akyab, I embraced tho opportunity of going that far 
towards my destination, and, after an uncomfortable 
voyage of tivo days, reached tho place. 

A little to tho south of Chittagong, we passed the 
mouth of the Criiscool river, where is situated the Mug 
village of Cox's bazaar, containing perhaps six hundred 
houses. Hero the excellent Colman laboured a few 
niontlis and died. Loath to quit the place at the be- 
ginning of the rains, ainl spend that long period aw'ay 
from his people, ho remained, and fell at his post. The 
insalubrity of tliis spot to foreigners seems not easily 
accounted for. It stands only two or three miles from 
the open sea, on lofty ground, at tho termination of the 
“ White CTifls,” and lias no jungle very near. Colman’s 
biingalo stood on a hill facing the sea, and there seemedl' 
no reason Avhy a temperate and prudout man might not 
remain safely. But this wdiok? coast seems deadly to 
foreigners. , 

Of such cases as that of Colman, I have learned the 
particulars of .some twenty or more, wlio, trusting to 
caution and a. divine blessing oil well-meant endeavours, 
and willing to hazard all tilings for the heathen, have 
I stai<l wliert* others dare not stay, and, sooner or later, 

I fallen by tln^ country fever. Tbo Lord forgive those, 
who, without having seen a mission, pronounce tho 
j ivholo sclienio merc<’nary. An idle, luxurious, and 
selHsh missionary, I liave not yet seen. 

No missionary has resided at Cox’s baza.ai* since Mr 
ColmaiTs decease. Mr Fink has sometimes visited tho 
place, and for a few niontlis two native assistants were 
stationed there. About twmity of tlie iiiiiabitauts had 
become Christians before ^Ir ColrnaiTs arrival, some 
of whom removed to Akyab. The n?sfc are dead, ex- 
cluded, or scattered. The tow n must be an out-station 
from Chittagong. Tlie pojuilation is coiisiantly dimi- 
nishing. 

At Akyab, tlie Bi'V. Mr Fink, .a converted native of 
Ternate, ivlio has b<M‘n a missionary here for ten years, 
in connection with Sorainpore, received mo into his 
largt? family with great kiiKlness. The English oflicers, 
as ev('ry where else, bestowed upon me every attention 
in tlu'ir power, and adde<l many valuable facts to my 
stock of oili(?ial memoranda. 

'fhe (?iiy is situated on the northern mouth of the 
Arracan, or iiioro properly the Kiilladine river, about 
a milo from the sea, and lias a spacious and secure har- 
bour. It is tlin cormm'rcial inelrojuilis (*f Arracan, and 
generally has mucli shipping in port. Rice is obtained 
in unlimited qiiantiues among the numerous islands 
which form tlie delta of the Kiilladine and Comher- 
! ioero bay. it costs, on an averagi*, cleaned from tho 
liusk, ten rupees jier iiundred ma es, and tho export 
amounts annually to more than .jiJO,()00 rupees. The 
price of i?a<My, or uiicleam d rice, is about tivo rupees 
a humln'd aree-^. A eoiisider.able quantity of salt is 
expoiMed, which is li(;re bougTit at three maunds for a 
riipcva, or about 'JoO pounds for forty-live cents. The 
population of tlie cj^.y is about oOOO, of wdiom many are 
BongaI(‘se, aiul some Chinese. 

Tin* (iistriet of Akyali comprises the whole of An*a- 
can as far sou ill as Comberniero bay ; but in all this 
region only about 20,()0t) dongs are cultivated. Each 
dong of tilb'd land will jiroduce about 280 bushels of 
paddy, yielding tho ciilti\ator about seventy or eighty 
ruj)Oc.s, when delivered at market. 

Tho number of meii(lieant.s in tho wliolo district, ac- 
cording to the last census, is tliirty-one Mugs, and 210 
Mussulmans. Of loose w omen there are but two Mugs, 
while of tho comparatively few' Bengalese there are 
over lifty. These wretched beings are licensed for live 
ruj^ces each per annum — a system which is pursued iu 
other parts of the company's territory, lii relation to 
this licensing prostitutc.s, so common, not only iu Xudia, 
hut Europe, I wish all conoenied in making such laws 
could be reproved in the language of that truly great 
man, President Dwight, in his sermon on the seventh 
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Wild could believe that March lB35, l)avlug provioiialy studied Burtuan ia 

other rulers of mankind, have taxed and licensed these America, and during the voyage,, under Mr Wade, 
houses of ruin? Who could believe tliat sin would be He now begins to converse freely with the natives, and 
thus b^tered in the market, and damnation be held to preach a little. He has distributed tracts, and con- 
up as a commodity for bargain and sale '{—that the de- versed with the people not only at Kyouk Phyoo 
Structioii of the human soul would bo publicly granted but at some sixty or seventy villages in the <li.strict. lu 
axi4 authorised as a privilege? — and that patents would March 1836, he began two schools, which had an avc- 
ho imide out, signed, and scaled, for peopling more cx- rage of twenty-five scholars. ’ Tho repeated sicknesses 
tensively tlie world of woe i” of both himself and wife have interrupted them very 

J\Ir Fink niaiutains, with the aid of his w'ife and son, much, and considerably i*educed tho attendance. Tho 
and a native assistant, three schools — one for males, scholars, with two or three adults, form Mr Comstock’s 
and another for females, in the vernacular; and one audience on the Sabbath. Part of the day is spent with 
for boys in EngUsh. All arc in a weak state, and pro- the pupils in Sabbath school exorcises. Several of the 
sent few encouraging appearances. No conversion has boys evinced a good proficiency in reading, writlji<r 
occurred in either of the schools. Helms baptised here geography, and arithmetic, and answered (|uestions (m 
eleven Arracanese and two hkist Indians.^ Tiie whole the principal points of Scripture trutli w'ith great cor- 
iiumber of members in his church is about forty. Of rectness. No conversion is known to have taken place 
these many reside at Kroo-day, a village on the other at this station, and hut one individual seems to hi* 
side of the island, eight miles distant, containing ten or sorhnisly examining tlie claims of Ciiristianity. This, 
twelve families, most of whom arc Christians. Four however, is by no means discouraging, when it is con- 
of tlfe natives are employed as assistants, wdio daily sidored that Mr Comstock came here, nearly ignorant 
distribute tracts, and preach from house to house. None of the language, only eighteen months ago, and, of 
are at present known to be seriously examining the course, has not been able to communicate divine truth 
claims of Christianity. to any advantage, nor has he en joyed the services of a 

The principal articles of living are cheap in this pro- native assistant. 1 procured one for him at Aliyab, 
vinec. Eread as good as that of our bakers is supplied and with this aid, and his present knowledge of th« 
flaily, at one rupee for fourteen loaves a little smaller language, liave no fears of his success, if heallli ix; 
than those sold with us for six and a quarter cents; spared to him. 

fowls, one rupee per dozen; ducks, eight for a rupee; This port is a watering-place for numerous tr.ifliijg 
best cleaned rice, one rupee per bushel ; eggs, six cents vessels from Bassoin and other ])lacc.s in Burniali, (,u 
per dozen ; milk, about fifteen pints for a rupee; ser- tlicir way to Chittagong and Calcutta. Tb(*y generally 
vants* wages, si.x rupees p(H’ month, without board. several days, and traffic a little. Many of tlujja 

Fuel costs about one rupee pen* month. cari*y forty, fifty, or even more men. These ofieii 

I embraced the opportunity at Akyab, ns at other resort to Mr (’oinstock’s house, to hear alxnit tlie m;\v 
places, of preaching to the few who uiKlerstaud English religion, and receive tracts. Some of tluMu come from 
(about a dozen, including Mr Fink’s family), and to tho places which no missionary has yet. visited. As ilic 
natives through ^Ir Fink. In addressing iiativ<; Chris- rc?gion round Kyouk IMiyoo is barren, and thinly 
tians (for in general none otliers attend public worship), peopled, almost evi ry eatable and many manuiactiires 
1 generally <{uestion them respecting tlie great trutlis are brought from adjacent places, and fnnu Aeng, 
of religion, and lind tliem, as might bo expectt?d, mere wliicli extends still more the o})port unity of (listributini;' 
babes in knowledge, but often very iutelligont and firm, gospels and tracts. 'Fin? employnuMit on pul>lic works, 
A weekly exerc'ise, on the plan of our Bible classes, ! Ac., being greater tban the supply «>f resident iabouna-s, 
would prove, at every station, of great utility. many come eveu’y »lry season, and return to their 

No vessel being ready for K'youk Fhyoo, I h.ired a families at the beginning of the rains, by whom llic 
fishing-boat, leaving Mr Fink to engage nu; a passage j trntli may be (Jis.seniinated. 'fhe very extensive arclii- 
in the first v(!Ssol for Madras. With <uglit stout oar- p‘-lago to the east and nortli of Kyouk Phyoo, enables 
men, and a promise; of bucksliee (ju'eseiits) if they made a inksioiiury to roach mueli of Uie population by water, 
great haste, I arrived in tw'eiity-tbree hours ; the time in a convenient boat. Thus, althougli the j>opuiation of 
being usually from two to three days. The litlle Hin- the town is .small, not exceeding, probably, witliad jaccat 
dnstanec I endeavoured to pick up it\ (’alcutta prove.s j village’s, -JOtM) souls, it, is an important location h^ra 
every day important, but on this occasion quite iieces- missionary. It, moreover, has the advantage of a 
K;iry, as not a soul ill the boat .speaks a word of English. European ]>hysieian, and a bazaar containing every 
Tlie Hindustimee is tlie universal language of India, necessary. 

undex'stood by some pc/r.-^sons in every region, and spoken Jlamrec, at the south-east imd of tin; island, abonf, 
generally by servants. Foreigners ac«|uire it in prefo- twenty-four lioiir.s’ sailing from Kyouk Jdiyoo, .staiuls 
rcnce to any of the other vernaculars. Ihlty or sixty on a large creek of tlie same name, eighteen ov tweuly 
travellers’ phrases, w'ith sundry single w’ortls, enable | miles from tlie inoutb, an<l has 7dtJ0 inhabitants, coin- 
me to get along somehow, but often leave mo at a loss j pactly locatc'd. It occupies botli banks^of tlio cn.'ck, 
in cases of special necessity. | connected by iiobh* bi ldges, and enpjys a large bazu ir, 

Through divine goodness in restoring Mr and Mi’s and much commerce. Though very Iiot, from its l)L,ng 
Comstock from late .severe illne.ssw?, 1 found them at low and surrounded by hills, it hears a liigh eharacM.i’ 
tlicir post in Kyouk Phyoo in heal ;i, and was received for salubrity, and hitt(;rly has been prcfeiT(;(l, in this 
with great joy. A week soon rolled aw^ay in friendly respect, even to. Kyouk Phyoo. One or two *Briti.".!i 
and olficial intercourse, and resulted, as in previous officers reside here. It has all the iidvantag(;s, as a 
cases, in a strong personal regard, which made parting missionary station, which have just lieeii attributed to 
truly painful. We vi.sited all tiie adjacent villages, and Kyouk Pliyoo, besides having a mueii larger population, 
settled various plans, which I trust w*il I prove imp^ rtant and ought to he occupied as soon as jiossibie. Tla' 
and aucce.ssful. I availed myself of my present ini- largo and very populous island of (Jiicduba is imine- 
proveiuent in voice topreacli totlui niifitai/gimtlemen diately adjacent. 

of tho station, and such ether.s as understood English, Eastward of llaniree about half a day, is a consider- 

and had an audienoo of ab.out twenty the, OTily sermrm able sect, who imiintain that tliero is one eternal (oid, 

they had heard during the two vears of the regiu'ent’s wiio has inanifestt;d himself in the diliereiit Boodhs. 
stay in Arracaii. They deny tlie transmigration of souls, aif<l affirm that 

Mr and Mrs Comstock arrive 1 at Kyouk Pliyoo, and at death tlie future state of every human being is 

began the first labours of our Board in An-.. can in nally fixed. They worship imagas of (laudania, merely 

>. >> as inmges, to remind them of deity. Tlicy 

♦ The teimno^ign^ally applied to ir. > hoin kyoungs and priests, and conform to all t m 

Biirup<voi and who u:>c(l to be callo-l “ country Burmau usages, though rejected as heretics by the 

countrymen. TJierc ha8 been no attempt made to 



Rscortein their number, tliowgiv it ia certainly consider* 
able. Many tracts and portions of Scripture have been 
distributed among them, and some liave expimsed 
strong desires for the visits of a missionary. 

Sandoway, the capital of the district of that name, 
which embraces all the soutliern part of Arracaii, is 
situated on the Sandoway river, about twelve miles from 
the sea. It has a population of 4000, chiefly Burmans 
and half-Bnmians ; the rest are Mugs. No spot in 
India is considered more healthful than this. From 
lienee a missionary might operate extensively, not only 
ill south Arracan but up tiie Basseiii river, and the 
iHlands at its mouth, in Burinah Proper. The British 
(iliicer there is anxious for the settlement of a mission- 
ary, and would afford liini every possible facility. It is 
the only spot, besides those which have been named, 
where a inissioiuiry could hope to live during the sickly 
season, exci^jit, perliiiiis, Aeiig, wliere a British com- 
missioner, cVe., reside throughout the ye.ir, though at 
great lia/ard. No officer has been able to rctoiii his 
health there, and several have* dii'd. 

Of the jirovince of Arracan, 1 need not add much to 
the remarks on particular districts which Inave already 
hceii given. It is called by the natives Iteklmriy and 
is bounded north by the River Naaf, and a line from 
near its sources, eastward to the A-iiou-pecvtoo-niiou, 
or Yoniadong Moniitains, whicli divid<‘ it from Ihirinah 
tlie whole length down to ('aiie Negrais. On the west 
is the Hay t)f Bengal. The length is about 470 miles. 
Tlu? breadth never exceeds 100, and .sometimes is only 
10 — average aliout (iO. It is estimated to contain aliont 
] 7,000 scjuare miles, of whicli hut. one twenty-fourth 
part is cultiv.atod, thougli uhnost every part is capable 
of tillage. 

The population is usually given in liooks at h00,000, 
Init, by the last oflieial returns, is only ‘247,000. The 
country is divided into four districts, namely, Akyah, 
Kamn'e, SandoMay, and A<?ng; of which Akyab has 
inhabitants ; Ramrec', ; Sandoway, 

22,.O70 ; and At-ng, ll,7ol. In addition to these, tlier<‘ 
are hill trib(‘s, not regularly numbered, amounting to 
about 2.-), 000. 

4’he country ap]ioars to have pre.served it-s iinh'pen- 
ib'iiee from the eaj'liest peritals, thougli often invaded 
and overrun, for a time, by its more powinful neigh- 
bours. In 1704, Miiuleragyee, emperor of Hurmah, 
resolved on annexing it to his dominions, liaising an 
oNcrwlielming ior(‘e, hi‘ invade(l it in various placets, 
lidth by sea and laud, and, though vigorously resisted, 
eonijiletely compiered all the more l^^el portions on 
the sea-board, and took the monarch prisoner. Several 
hill tribes, Iiowevi r, remained free*, and do so to this day. 

Among the spoil on this oceasifni, the most valued 
articles, and those wliieli })erha]vs bad a large share in 
inducing the war, were .a colns.sal bronze image of , 
Boodh, and ;i cannon measuring tliirty feet long, ainl 
ten iiielu’S in calilm*. Tliese were transported in j 
triumph to Ihnerapoora, the then eajdtal, and are still 
shown tlu're ^vith inneh pride, 

he cession of the country to the British, the 
de.*^icen< knits of the old I’oyal family of Arracan have 
several times endeavoured to regain tin* government. 
3)urii;jg the presi'iit year (lh4()), an .attempt of the kind 
was inadn. Some of the hill tribes, and various robbers, 
joined the conspirators, and an army oi consider- 
able force was iiuistereil. Some villages were burnt, 
and the city of Arracan taken ; but the .sepoys drove 
them from tin? place witiiout coming to any pitched 
battle, and tlie leaders at length took refuge in Bur- 
inah, nnd emled tlie {.triiggle. The governmeiit at Ava 
has given up most of the chiefs, who are now in prison 
at Akyah. 

Thi.s province has always been deemed particularly 
Unhealthy to’ foreigners, though the natives luivo as few 
di.wases, and ns little sickness, as in other parts ot 
Ihirmah. Kyouk Rhyoo, Kainree, and Sandoway, are 
t'crtainly^ salubrious ])oints, particularly tho latter. 
Most of the face of the eountry is rugged rnonntain,* 
Covered witli forest and jungle. The .soil ot the low’ 


lands is luxuriant^ and well watei*ed by baantiful 
streams from the mountains^j^The coast is particularly 
desolate ; and except at three or four places, show's no 
sign of any inhabitant. The ranges of hills along the 
sea-board are composed of grey sandstone, intermixed 
with ferruginous clay. Coral abounds along the whole 
coast. 

The proximity of the mountains to the sea precludes 
large rivers. The only one of importance is the Kul- 
ladine, wliich rises about the parallel of Chittagong, 
and after a southerly eour.se of 250 miles, including 
its windings, disembogues by several mouths, the prin- 
cipal of which is at Akyab. The Arracan river dis- 
(diargcs by the same delta. Hie innumerable islands 
wliich cxttmd from tho latitude of tho city of Arracaii' 
to that of Kyouk Hhyoo, give complete access to most 
of the agi'icultural region. 

Arracan \va.s once famous for cocoa-nuts, but in 
former wars they were nearly exterminated. There 
are now' scarcely any tree.s of this sort in tho province, 
and quantitie.s are im])orted. Tho fruits and vegetables 
are much the same as in Burmah, but in generaf less 
abundant, and of inferior quality. Oranges (called by 
tho natives sweet limes) are very plenty and excellent. 
Tho proper lemon, J was told, is not fijiind, but there 
arc sour limes as large as o.strich cgg.*^, with skin as 
thick as that of tho .shattuck. In some places there 
are mangoes, and the jack is pretty common. Tho 
w’ihl tig is excellent. Other fruits are much the same 
as in liurmah, but scarcer and of inferior (juality. The 
annual fall of rain is about two hundred inches. The 
.season.s aixj the same as tlio.so of Pegu. 

Arracan w'as formerly the principal city, and very 
large, it is now’ reduced to 4000 inh.ahitauts, and is 
still diminishing. Its trade has passed to Akyab, at 
the moutli of the river, a site, selected by tho English 
for its a<lvarit.ageoiu; po.‘'ition for health and commerce, 
and now’ rapidly grow ing. The old city has been always 
i fatal to foiadguers, though a favourite residence w'ith 
j the Mugs. The Burmans, who u.sod to come with the 
governor when iIkj country was their province, could 
not endure it. When the British took it and c.stabli.shcd 
a camp there, two full European regimeiit.s were re- 
duced, in a fi'w months, to tlirco hundred men in both 
— and even of sepoys and camp-follow(;r.s from forty to 
fifty died per day. Berhaps the particular circum- 
stances of that army gavt* force to the pe.stilcnce, for 
nearly the .sami; dreadful diminution attended thi3 army 
in Rangoon, eon]'c.s.sedIy one of the healthiest pk'ices in 
the world. 

This country is regarded as the parent hive of the 
Burm.an race and language. They are certainly much 
le.ss intelligent than the Burmans, and the country less 
pro.^qieroiis, doubtless in eonscuuoiice of frc(]uenti and 
<lesol:iting war.s, and long opiire.^sion. The written 
language is preei.sely the .same as the Burman ; but the 
pronunciation of many h'tters is aodittereiit as to make 
a dialect not very intelligible to Burmans. Why the 
language and ]K t)[)le are called J/uf/s rather than Arra~ 
er/ntw, is not very ele.ar. I was generally assured that 
it is derived from a race of king.*-', who reigned at the 
time tile country fifst became much know’ii to Em*o- 
jieaiis. TTiey regard tln^ lorni as a contemptuous 
nickname, and universally call themselves Mrammas. 
This name they <leclare to bo usuvi>ed by the Burmans, 
whom they eall ()uk~tha^ or people of the low country, 
Tho Burman in turn taki?s this epithet as an insult. 

Many Be'ngaleso are settled in the maritiino sections 
of the country, who retain their own faith. They are 
called by the Arracane.se Knla-yekein, Their moriils 
arc far wor.se than those of tho natives. 

The trade of tho country never w'as considerable, till 
I since the late removal of transit dutic.s. 1 1 is now large 
I ainl increasing. There is no mint in the province, ua 
' erroneously stated by Hamilton, but company rupees 
and pice are the uniform currency. 

Tho taxes are very burdensome, and levied on almost 
every thing — land, fruit-trees, fishing-nets, spirit-shop.*?, 
boats, butfaloes, toddy-tiTc;^', pleugks, hucksters, traders^ 



right of collecting wax and 
ate of cutting timberymc. &c. All the nionopolies 
ai?e now abolished, except opium and salt. The opium 
Tender must buy only of govcrnraent, and must also 
Jay twenty-ftve rupees per annum for a licence. For- 
merly tho inhabitants were forced to make a certain 
quantity of salt, and sell it to the government for two 
atinas a roaund, wliicli was carried to Bengal, whero 
also it is a monopoly, and where none could bo bought 
except from government at four to six rupees per 
maurid — a clear profit, in that short distance, of about 
forty times the price. Tho people aro not now forced 
to make it, but all they do make must ho sold in the 
province, or, if exported, must he sold only to govern- 
ment at twelve annas the maund. The entire revenue 
derived by the company from Arm can amounts to about 
600,000 rupees per annum. 

Slaves were much more numerous under the Burman 
government than at present, and modifications of the 
system have been cstablislied very much like those of 
the Tennasscrirn provinci's. Sucli as were taken in war 
have been released. Persons may sell themselves for 
money, but cannot soli one another, or their children. 
Fifteen rupees per annum is now required to ho de- 
ducted from the debt of ii man, and eight from that of 
a woman. 

Though the Arracanese are Boodliists, and as tena- 
cious of their system as others, yet tliey seem less de- 
voted to its prescribed observances. Little money or 
time is spent in religion. I saw no })agoda in the pro- 
vince, except a .‘?mall one, U'f't half built, near Akyab ; 
nor any person carrying ofierings, or attending to Iiis 
religion in any other way. The kyoungs which J saw- 
are but WTetclicd huts. There arci more? in the interior, 
pagodas, &c., in greater abnadaiico ; but Mr Fink, who 
lias travelled mncli in the province, lias seen but three 
now pagodas in the whole district of Akyab, for ten 
ears past. His opinion is, that the influence of Hood- . 
ism is sensibly on the decline, while no other system 
is taking its place. At Akyab .-ire only about tw-enty 
priests. At Ixamree, which is I bo ojiiscopal residence 
and religious metropolis of all Arraean, tboro aiv not 
more than two liundred. 

Among many incidents illustrative of the declining 
power of Boodhism over this people, ]\lr I’iiik relato(l 
the following. Jn one of his excursions, a man com- 
plained to him (Mr Fink lutlds an ofliee under govtu’u- 
merit) of liis neighbour for deinolisbing an idol. The 
man defended himself by tlie follow iiig rc'pn'scntatioii : 
—He hud been fishing at some distance from liome, and 
was returning witli a ckih in his hand to defend him- 
self from wild boasts. As bo approached tho village, 
and w-as passing by an image of Laiidama, ii<* saw some 
of his buffaloes wandering into the fori st. < ’lunmeiid- 
irig his net and string of fishes, tliereforc, to the care 
of the idol, lie set off to recov'-r his bc?ast.t:. I'his object 
accomplished, he returned ; but as he drew near, a 
bugc bird descended, and bore away his .string of fish. 
Angry at the image, and excited by his loss, he iij>l)raideMl 
it for stupidity, and dealt upon it such blows with I*, 
club as knocked (df its head. Mr I'iuk, of course, 
endeavoured to .show tho folly of Tiotli him who still 
venerated, and him who had rudely broken the idol. 

To one who lias (bserved the awful reverence paid 
by idolators to tlicir idols, tliis incident is not merely 
amusing. A few years ago, no man in ^Vrj’acaii w*>uJd 
bavG dared, mider any temptation, to commit sii. h an 
act, and e.specially t«, c;xcu?-o liirnself for it. This .ittle 
ifSact, too, shows that, .ns in Popery so in Boodhism, 
though the more euligriieued regard the image only as 
an image, and a remeniinancer of Deity, the common 
pe^le pav it, truly ami lilerai’v. divine honours. 

Some thousand of tracts fuid portions of ^'l••liptu^e 
have been distribute-' in An.ican, ,ui f the iruiii pro- 
claimed in many places; but it is know;- tl..., largo 
numbers of the tracts have bc' o df'simyiMl, u id in ge- 
neral spirit of investigation jjrcvails. i w; few .iUtivo 
Ohristiani^ in cm nection with ^Ir I 'ink ,ue all that are 
300,000 Arracanese. j 


tba hiiy k tho Sfrw 6t Mroon$ ftliout 
fiOOO. Beyond these, oh the lower hiU^ are the Kyens, 
amounting to 15,000 ; and beyond these, on the Yoina- 
dong Mountains, are tho Arungs, or Arlngs, amounting 
to 10,000. Of these tribes and others on the hordei? 
of Burmah, mention will be made in another place. 

None of them have received tho ‘‘ good news,” and 
little of them is known to the British governmenf. 
Missionaries among either of them would be obliged to 
reside lialf tho year on the sea-board, on account of the 
in.salubrity of their country in its present uncleared 
state. 

Tho return to Akyab was rendered loss dreary than 
the voyage dowm, by the society of brother Comstock. 
There was no more room indeed ; as, though I had a 
larger boat, th(?ro were now two of us ; and tho mon- 
soon being against us, wo wore much longer. But 
Christian converse is sw'ect in this land of idols and 
iniquity. As wo now were obliged to stop at night, and 
for cooking, it gave an opportunity of seeing some of 
the people in their villages, and presenting them the? 
first tract-s they had ever seen, as w'ell as walking a 
little among tho solitudes of everlasting green. 

The region between Kyoiik Phyoo and Akyab is an 
exti?iisive and yet unexplored arcliip(.'lago of small billy 
islands, for the most part miiiiliabited. In wdiidins; 
among the.se, instead of putting out to sea, the scenery, 
though wild, is often very fine — 

“ An orient panorama, glowfiif(, grand, 

Strange to tho eyu of Toesy; vast deptlis 
Of jungle slKule; tlie wild iinmonsity 
Of forests, rank with plenitude, wliere lives 
Fiireign to song di.-play tlx-ir mighty fornix, 

And clotho tin uiw'lvcs with all tlie pomp of l»lo 

J;A W .^O.', , 

The .short's for tb?^ most jiart aro coral. Specimens 
of grt?at .size and beauty, white, yellow, red, and black, 
are gatbcreil here. To walk ’'on ctu’al strands'’ was 
not b*8s n<?w' to me than to scj-, Ijcautil’iil slu'lks, siicli as 
arc oil maiitt'l-picccs at home, nutving ovei- tlie moist 
sand, in t very dii't'ction, each borne by its little t(*naiit. 
Tilt? .study of coiichology ha^ long s«'eintrd to nic tobt.-ar 
about the .eamo relation to t.be animal kingdom, that 
tlie study of the coats of unknown races of men would 
be to the human family. But to see tin? cn'atures in 
flieir rolios; to w'uleh them as they sought their food, 
or fled to their boles at iiiy approach ; to mark wliat 
they att?, how tliey made their holes, and how, wdien 
overtaken, they drew all in, and .sei'fiied di'ad ; how 
they moved and how they saw, Ac. — was deliglitfiil. I 
felt, myself ga/aiig at a new }>agc in nature’s vast volume. 

I rejoiced that w///( iod i.s .M) vise*, .so kind, so great, ar:d 
that one day I should z'ead Jii.s works in fairer worKls 
on high.” 

Some of flies(? shells re.m'inhkrd largo? ?maiN, but of 
beautiful colours ; otlu?r.s, still larger and more t?lcgaiit, 
were of I lie shape used for siiuH-boxea ; otlier.s were spini I 
cones, five or six iiiclies’ diameter at tlie base. Each had 
claws, which it juit fo.' Lh on each siile, and walked as 
a tortoise, but imicli fa?der. When alarnicd, tho head 
and edaws W’erc drawn inward so far a.s to make the 
slicll .seem empty. As my ignorance of conchology 
|;rcveutcd my distinguishing common from rare speci- 
mons, I refrained from cncunibcriiig my luggage witii 
cither diells or coral. 

1’lie fore.st w-a.s too tlii(?k and tangled to allow us to 
penetrate many yards from shore, exccjit where there 
were villages. Recent tiger tracks, too, adtnouislied 
us not to attempt it. Alas i here is a fine country, with 
but oiie-fortietli of tin? land inhabited ; and the forests 
tlins left render the climate injurious to tho low wlio 
ronuiiu. Sucli are the bitter fruits of waiv War ha-.^ 
mad<* thus wilderneBs, wdiere there might have been a 
garden, jiiul given back the homes of men to beasts ot 
prey. 

. Leaving tlie sliores of Burmah, probably for ever, 
iiiflicicd on me no small pain. The dear list of 
who compose our band of labourers, there seemed beioro 




yenderedendeariiig b^riiftim^, try mutual prayers, by 
official ties, by the kindest attentions, by a common 
object of life, and by similarity of hopes for the world 
to come. ^0 part for ever could not but wring my 
heart. 

»* 'Tis sa4 to part, o‘en with tho thought 
That we shall moot again ; 

For then It is that wc are taught 
A lesson with deep sorrow fraught, 

How firmly, silently, is wrought 
Aft'cction’s viewless chain. 

Long ero that hour, we may have known 
The bondage of the heart; 

But, as ui)rooting winds niono 
Disclose how deep the tree has grown, 

How much they lovo is only known 

\Vlien ttiose who lovo must part.’* 

Happy I am to be able to bear solemn and decided 
testimony to tho purity, zeal, and economy of our mis- 
sionaries and their wives. 1 have nowhere seen per- 
sons more devoted to their work, or more suitable for 
it. Nowhere in all Burrnah have I sceti ‘‘ missionary 
palaces,” or an idle, pampered, or selfish missionary. 
As to the female missionaries, I am confident that, if 
they were all at borne this day, and the churches were 
to choose again, they could not select better. I bear 
testimony tliat what has been printed rc.spcctiiig the 
state and progress of the mission is strictly true ; though 
1 found that the inferences which J and others had 
drawn from these accounts wore (‘xaggerated. Every 
thing 1 have set'u and heard has tended to satisfy me 
of tlie practicahilily and usefulness of our enterprise, 
and to exeito lamentation that wo prosecute it at so 
feeble a rate. 

Divintj ai)prol)ation evidently rc'sts u]K)n every part 
of the undertaking. 'Fhe life of Judsoii has been spared 
so long, that wo have a translation of tfio whole Hible, 
and several tracts, more 'perfect than can be found in 
almost any other mission. A\’e have nearly 1(100 con- 
verts, Ixjsidcs all those who have died in the* faith ; 
and sixty or seventy native assistants, .some of them 
nieu of considerable religious attainnients. A general 
knowledge of Christianity 1ms been difiused through 


some luttge o{ tlie empire. Several of the 

vounger missioiiaries are sow so far advabced in the 
language, as to be just ready to enter on evangelical 
labours. Very extensive printing operations are now 
established, producing about two millions of pages per 
month ; and the whole aspect of the mission is highly 
encouraging. 

Tlie little churches gathered from among the heathen 
added nmch to the sense of bereavement inflicted by 
this parting. The faces of the preachers and promi- 
nent members bad become familiar to me. With some 
of them I had journeyed many weary miles. Through 
them I had addressed the heathen, and distributed the 
word of God. To .some of them I had endeavoured to 
impart important theological truths. I had heard them 
pray and preach in their own tongtie to listening audi- 
ences. I had marked their behaviour in secret, and in 
hours of peril. Not to love them would be impossible. 
To part from them for life without ])ain, is equally im- 
pos.sihle. May it but lU’ove salutary to myself ! 

The consciousness of a thousand imperfections in the 
discharge of my duty, forms the principal trial. Still 
there has been good devised, and good begun, and evil 
cheeked, and plans matured, which 1 trust w'ill be found 
in the great day among the tilings which perish not. 



A stu'li as guarti the gates of Burmari (cniplci. 


DUIESTED KOTES ON 'j 


tMl.Vr'J'KU I. 

T)ic Torni India, llitlua' and l^artlier India. Boinidaric’^ of 
Hnnnah. History of the Tilmiiire. AVarw’ifli llio British. Bis- 
moinberment of the Teiiasseriin Provinces. ,S(;iteof the Suc- 
cession. 

Uli-orh pasHii^g to other countries, 1 will heii; insert 
tlic result of my observations and inquiries respecting 
the natural, moral, political, and religious state of the 
country. 

The- term India seems to be derived from the Greeks, 
'vlio applied it to the vast regions beyond the river 
Indus, to them almost unknown. It never given to 
«'ii!y jiart of this region by the natives tluniiselves. Both 
Burins and Alexander imshed their conquests beyond 
thi.s famed river, though not so far as the Ganp^s; and 
from tho officers emiiloyed in these .ixpodifions, the 
hrst historians seem to have derived all tlieir accounts. 
When the country, some centuries afterwanls, came to 
po better knowm, it was dividt'd by IToleniy (a. D. 150) 
into « llitliew and Farther India;” makhig the Ganges 
the boundary. This distinction i.s still observed, and 
Boeins exceedingly proper. Hither India ^ is but an- 
other name for .Hindu.stan, including the wdiolo peninsula 
oetween the Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal, and ex- 
tending northwards to Persia and Thibet. Farther 
India,” or India beyond the (Ganges, embraeegt Bunnah, 


im BUJ^MAN EMPIBE. 

Asani, Muniiipove, h'lam, Camboja, iind CGchin-China ; 
or, to spe.ak more compreliensivoly, .all the region 
between Cliina and tho Bay of Bengal, soutliw.ord of tho 
Thibet mountains. 

'The term ‘‘ Chin-Imlia,” vvliieb lias been lately given 
to this region, set ins to have no propriety, and creates 
coiifiKsion. MaltoBrun increases this confusion by 
inventing the name Indian Archipelago,” embracing 
Ceylon, the Laccadive.^, Maldives, Andaman’.s, Nicobars, 
ISIoluecas, PhilippiiJi^s, Borneo, Sumatra, Java, Celebes, 
and all ilicir minor neighbours. This name is adopted 
by some other wrlter.s but with very different boun- 
daries. (T-awfurd, in his Ili.story of the Indian Archi- 
pelago, limits it thus From * the western end of 
Sumatra to the parallel of the Aroe Islands, and from 
the parallel of IP south to 39'" north, omitting the 
islands of the Bay of Bengal. Of tho countries which 
compose Farther India, iiunnah is the most important, 
and in all India, is second only to China. The natives 
call their country Mijnmma in their writings, and in 
common parlance Bifam^ma^ which id six lled Bram-ma, 
of which foreigners make Bunnah. The Chinese call 
the country MeVn-tc'Cn, It included, before tho late 
war with England, vvhat were formerly the kingdoms of 
Ava (or Bunnah Proper), Cassay, A rracau, Pegu, Tavoy, 
Tenasserim, and the extensive tt'rritory of the Shyans, 
c.xtendiiig from Thilict on tho north to r^iam ou tb© 



fein the Bay pf fieuftalon Alompra, <^>!i«m, vetained hie ^re^smbience,. and 

/■ 0 ii the xhift territory is about 1020 miles long, took possessioa of tliie throne he had established. Pro- 
V ^O'brehd* It how includes Biirm^ Proper, the ceeding in his suceessful career, lie attacked M unniporo 
5 griMet part of Pegu, a'stnall part of Ca^y, and nearly oi^ Cassay, and reduced to complete subjection the 
idl the Shyan territory. The extreme length of the Sbyans. With scarcely any cause, he attacked and coii. 
^ . Iciingdom is 720 miles, and the extreme breadth about cmerod Tavoy, then an independent kingdom. The 
400. ^ Tavoyors, however, instigated by Siam, who was jealous 

iho rest of Gissay is now independent ; while Arra- of her growing neighbour, revolted, and were aided hy 
, can and the Tenasserira provinces, embracing a tend- many Peguana and Siamese. Alompra soon cruahod 
. tory of about 40,000 square miles, noiv belong to the the rebellion, and advancing against Siam, invested 
V Britisli. Alergui by sea find land. It soon submitted, and with 

Innumerable fables, founded on a wild chronology, it the ancient city of Tenasserim. 

. make up the Burman history of the origin of their After resting and refreshing his army at the latter 
■ nation, which they throw hack several millions of years, place, and effectually reducing the entire province, h« 
The earliest probable date in this stupendous chronology |uissed through the whole length of Siam, and invested 
is the epoch of Anjina, the grandfather of Gaudama, its capital. This was on the point of yielding, which 
which corresponds to the year GOl n. c. In the sixty- without doubt would have been followed by his annex, 
eighth year of that epoch, or before Clirist 623, Gau- ing the wholh country to his dominions, when he waa 
dama waa born. From that period their tables seem seized with viohmt illness, and died in a few days, agod 
worthy of regard, and are certainly kept with groat fifty years. The fact was concealed from the army, 
appearance of accuracy. There is, however, nothing which broke up its camp in good order, and returnJd 
in tllem that demands a place Imre. without much molestation. On arriving at Martaban. 


The seat of government can bo traced hack to Prome, 
which seems to have been founded in the year n. c. 443. 
About this time, the Boodhist religion is sujiposcd to 
have been introduced. Prome continued to bo the 
metropolis 39o years, when the government was removed 
to Paghan, where it continued Jiearl y twelve centuries. 
During this period was established their common vulgar 
era, the commencement of which corresponds to a. i>. 
639.* About A. n. 1300, the government was removed 
to Panya, and soon afterwards to Sagaing. Both these 
cities were destroyed by the Shyans in 1363, under their 
king Tho-ken-bwa, in revenge for his father’s being 
given up to the Chinese, after having fled to the Bnrman 
court for protection. 

About 1526, the Shyans from the region of Mogonng 
invaded Burmali, put the king to death, overran the 
country as far as Prome, and for nineteen years reigned 
at Ava over these acquisitions. The Biu'maiiM then 
recovered their old boundary. The <ly nasty at this tinu* 
seems to have been Peguau. 

About A. D. 1 546, the more hardy natives of the high- 
lands threw off allogiaiice to this dynasty, and esta- 
blished one of their own families on the tlirone, Pegu, 
however, was never regarded as a conquered province, 
hut remained identified with the northern districts. 
Soon after this, the territory of tho Shyans was con- 
quGred,aDdthe kingdom began to assume a eonsetpieiice 
it had never possessed before^ It was, howt'.ver, much 
less extensive than now. In .1 567, the Burmans, aided 
hy Laos or Shyan tributaries, conquered Siam, and 
held that country in subjection for thirty years. It 
afterwards regained its independence ; hut a deep- 
rooted enmity remained hetwijoii Ihe two nations, and 
%var frequently recurred. 

About the year 1740, the }’('guans, gathering a strong 
faction in Prome and Martaban, raised the shiiidard of 
revolution. For twelve yeai’s, a ferocious and obstinate 
civil Avar distressed tlui trounti’y. A t Iciigtli, being aid' 1 
by the Portuguese, the Peguans piislKsl their conquesis 
to the metropolis, which surreiidrred at discretion. 
Dweep-dee, the king, was made pri )ner, and a southern 
king ouco more ussumed the throne. But a year liud 
scarcely elapsed before Alompra (more properly spelh;d 
Alouny Pra), the courageous cliief of JMoke-so-h<v|' 
gathering a few intrepid adherents, coninienced a resist- 
ance wliich issued in a revolution. After some ninor 
successes, his coitntrymcn Hocked to his standard, ai;d 
marching to Ava, Ihat eity fell into liis ha* ds. FiXtra- 
ordinary courage, prudence, and wisdom, marked his 
movcmeilts; success every where followed; and, after 
a SMiguit^aiT J^ever.il -irs, Peguaii authority' 

was once more sub.crteti, ;.;,d I'.m iievei dtice been 
ascendant. 

*' 

* April 1838.:WAS the comnunonceuiom ol' year 1 x . 

t-A twelve miles north of Av.t juI the dis- 


in his own dominions, then a great city, the sad diseh». 
sure was made, and the funeral rites took jilace. Siam 
has never recovered tho province of Mergui. 

Alompra was succeeded by his eldest son Nam-do- 
gyee-pra, who made Sagaing again the caj)ital, hut 
reigned only four years, llis tleath brought to tlio 
tlmmo Shon-bii-yen, the next younger brother. Ho 
removed the caj)ital again to Ava, and reigned twelve 
years with considerable eclat, though lie was regardtHl 
as a prolligate prince, lie invaded and conquered 
Cassay, suppressed a revolt among tho Shyans, and 
a<lded to his Shyan dominions the region of Zeiiiniai. 
In 1767, tho Chinese, elated with their recent conquests 
in Bukharia, seemed resolved to annex Biirinali to their 
already vast em})ire. An immemu; army crossed the 
frontit:r, and, after a few skirmishes, approached tlu‘ 
capital ; but after b(?ing reduced to extremity for want 
of pi'ovisions, they were routed in a pitched battle, and 
so many made prisoners that hnv escaped to report the 
disaster. A second army shared a similar fate, and tlie 
two countries have since liv<Ml in ])eace. 

On applicatiim of the Shyans at Zaudaporl for aid 
against the Siamese', the Burman king s(*iit a lai*go army 
into Siam, whicli reduced the counlry to great straits, 
and again took AyuPhia, tho then capital. The Siamese 
give a boiTul description of the comluci of the con- 
querors, though not unlike other histories of easterJi 
warfare, riunder and slaves seem to liave been tlm 
chief objects ; and in getting the former, every atrocity 
seems to liave been committed. Shenhuyen jirepnred, 
in 1771, another exjiedirion against Siam, w hich failed 
in consequence of <iisaffeetion in the army, a large paid 
of w'liich was raiseft in Martaban and Tavoy'. 

Shenhuyen died in 177ti. Bo was succeeded hy his 
son Slieii-gii-za, who, after a reign of five years, w:is 
assassinated in a mutiny of his ofiicers. Th(?se placed 
oil the throne Moung-moung, sonietimcfi called J*iwu- 
yo-za^' from tin? place of Ins residence, son of Mam- 
dogyee. Tliis man was almost an idiot ; hut having 
been brought np by' this faction, and being thoroughly 
under their influence, w'as deemed a fit tool for their 
! ambitious projects. But he was too imbecile, and his 
, party too discordant, t«> resist tho aspiring energies ol 
! Meii-dcr-a-gyce, fourth goa of Alompra, who now 
I claimed the throiu' of liis father. Mouiig-inoung was 
I seized and imprisoned, and, on tho eleventh day of his 
I reign, was publicly drowned, in conformity to the Bur- 
I man mode of executing members of tho royal lainily* 
I I’orty of the lat (5 king’s wives, with all their childnni, 
j were place'd in a s<?parato building, and blow'ii up w'*th 
i . 

j ^ It IK exccpclini?ly difficult to ascertain tho private niitncs of 
, Bui'isiuk s<>v(‘roii?ns. It is eonsideml prtjsmiiptuous W'd 
j I oroiH in any subject to call the king hy his youthful name, 

; deed, mnst persons chan|^> tho name in growing up. It w as of x i ^ 
iiiquiivd wliat niy name wn« when a child, and great fturpn‘'t 
oxliibitcsl to find tl)ftt'it re)nain<*d unolinngc'd. 



Wttli nuinjr otti^ cwelti^ he pottfirmed 
himself m the kingdcitn* 

Menderagyee* was in tlie forty-fourth year of his 
age (a. p. 1782), when he found himself seated on the 
throne of his distinguished father. He soon detected 
several conspiracies — one by a general in the anny, 
who was put to death ; another, by a descendant of the 
former dynasty, was near proving successful. This last 
effort having originated at Tanya, ho put every soul in 
that city to death, destroying the houses, and obliterating 
every trace of its existence. His reign lasted thirty- 
seven years, during which the country remained in a 
high state of prosperity. He founded the city of Llmera- 
poora, six miles farther up the river, and transferred 
to it the seat of government. In he added Arra- 
can to Ilia already extensive dominions. in 1780’, 
renewing the old feud with Siam, ho contended for the 
provinces of Tavoy and Mergui, whicli had revolted 
under the patronage of the Siamese. 'J'his war con- 
tinued till 1798, w'heii he finally succeeded, and tlie 
provinces continued to be a part of Tnririah, till given 
up to the BritisJi at the close of the late war. The 
Siamese, however, several times made irruptions into 
these provinces, held them a few weeks, and retired 
M'ith what spoil and captives they could carry away. In 
1810 h(j fitted out a respectable annaineiit to take .Junk 
Ceylon from the Siamese, and for a time lu‘ld posses- 
sion. But the enemy soon mustered a formidable force, 
and comptdled the Bunnans to surrender. On this 
occasion, some of the eliiofs were barbarously beheaded, 
and others carried to Baukok to work in chains, wlnu’c 
C'rawfurd saw some of them so einpIoy<ul in lO'ilil. 

This monarch seems at first to have been inclined to 
b(’ religious, or at least to have suffered strong compunc- 
tions for the violent and murderous manner in whicli 
he came to the throne. In tlie second year of his reign, 
he built the costly temple caUe<l Aong-myo-lo-ka, at 
Sagaing, and gave it four hundred and fiuty slaves. He 
studied the Bedagat, consorted much with priests, built 
various religious stBucturcs, and commenced the stu- 
pendous pagoda at Mengoon, which, if finished, would 
equal in size some of the I'lgyptian jiyrumids. At length 
he kmjNViSO iniudi of the hooks and the priests as toover- 
tlirow all his piety, and exasperate him against the 
whole system of popular religious helit!f. Ho built and 
gave gilts no more. The iinmeiiso <'difico at Mengoon 
was left unfinished, on the pretext that the Brahminicul 
astrohigers predicted liis dcatli as soon a.s it should he 
Odinplcted — a decision obtained probably by himself. 
Be proclaimed the priests to be utterly ignorant, idle, 
and luxurious, reprobated their fine bouses, and finally 
issued an edict expelling them all from their sumptuous 
abodes, and requiring tiu?m to live according to their 
neglected rules, or return to labour. Tor a long time 
tlienj w'as scarcely a priest to be seen ; but, falling into 
his dotage, and dying soon aftcT, in his eiglity-iir.st 
year, things reverted to their fiirmer order, and they 
an? now as nuinerou.s as ever. 

The throne >vas a.sceuded, in 181.9, by Kun-sun, 
(literally, ‘^he*enjoys a juilaee,”) gra.ndson to Meiider- 
agyee. ‘ills father* had Jong been Iieir-appaivnt, and 
'vus eminently loved and revered by the people, but died 
before Bie throne became vacant. The king iirnmnli- 
atoly adopted Nun-sun as bis .sncc(‘ssor, to the exclusion 
of his own sous. The kingdom liad now become exten- 
sive and pow'erful, embracing not only Ava and Tegii, 
but Tavoy, ' Tenasscrim, Arracan, and Munnij)ore. 
Caehar, Assam, Jyntca, and part of Lao, were ad<hHl by 
Nuihsuii. 

Bo w’as married in early liiV^ to a daughter of his 
uncle, the Mckara prince ; but one of hi*^ inf'oi'hn* wives, 
‘biughter of a comparatively humble otlicer, early ac- 
•[iiired great ascendancy over liis mind, and, on liis 
coming to the ‘throne, was publicly crowned by his side. 

** (5yeo ” is tlie term for Greats and “ Pra ” i- l‘ 0 rtU or an ob- 
jeetyf revei-eiieo. Tlie expression Grr^it hont is tUiv a Konenil 
for royalty, like PhanutJi, or Gu'sat'y but luw been .*pproprl- 
‘h'dtotldsmouHrch. 


On the mn^ c^y. ihc hrdper queen waseent out of the 
palace, and now liTeB In ohsctirity. His plans for secur- 
ing the succession ehow that he was aware that even 
the late king’s will would not secure him from powerful 
opposition. The king’s death was kept secret for some 
days, and the interval employed to station a multitude 
of atiherents in different parts of* the city, to prevent 
any gatlierings. On announcing the demise, the cere- 
mony of burning was forthwith performed in the palace 
yard, at which he appeared as king, with the queen by 
his side, under the white umbrella, and at onco took 
upon himself all the functions of royalty. Several sus- 
pected princes wore soon after executed, and many 
others deprived of all their estates. Some of the latter 
still live at Ava, subsisting by daily labour. The Me- 
kara prince, liis uncle, eitlxer bc?camc, or feigned to be, 
insane, and his papers show’ing no indications of his 
having interfered in politics, he was spared. He be- 
came rational two years afterwards, and has since de- 
voted himself to literature. My interview with this 
prince is mentioned in a previous chapter. Two ypars 
after his acce.ssion, the king resolved to restore the 
scat of government to Ava. To this be was induced 
partly from the great superiority of the latter location, 
partly from IIk; devastation of a lire which bumt a great 
jiart of I'merapoora, w ith the principal public buildings, 
partly from a desire to erect a more splendid palace, 
and partly (perhaps not least) from the ill omen of a 
vulturt* ligliting on tlie royal spire. ^ITie greater part 
of liis time, for two y<*ars, was spent at Ava in tempo- 
rary buildings. snp(?vintending in person the erection 
of a palace twicij tlie size of tlie old one, and other im- 
jiortant buildings. During this period, many citizens, 
especially those who bad been burnt out, and numbers 
of the court, settled in the new city, and the place be- 
came populous. On completing the palace (February 
1821), the king returned to Uinerapoora, and, after 
brilliant parting festivities, came from tiicnee, with 
great ]»orap and ci.'remony, attended by tim various 
governors, Clu'bwaiis, and highest officers. Tlie pro- 
ee.ssion, in which the white elephant, decorated with 
gold and gems, was conspicuous, displayed the glories 
of the kingdom, and great rejoicings pervaded all ranks. 
Uinerapoora still retained a numerous population, which 
even at this time is supposed to iMjiuil that of Ava. 

It w'as blit a few w’eeks after this festival that news 
arrived of a declaration of war by the East India Com- 
pany, and that their troops were already in possession 
of Bangoon. Difficulties on the Chittagong frontiers 
Iiad been inereasing with that government for tw'ciity- 
five years, in regard to numerous emigrants from Bur- 
rnah, wdiosc leader.s w'ere averse to the present govern- 
ment, and even laid some claims to the throne. They 
had bei'ii in the praetiei? of making predatory incursions 
into Arracan, and retiring to the British side, where 
Burman troops w(*re not allowed to follow. Some de- 
cisive measiiri's of the emjieror liad recently ripened 
the quarrel, and the giivernment of Briti.sli India deemed 
it proper to proceed to open war. 

The court of Ava learned the fall of Rangoon with 
surprise, but wdthout alarm. So confident Wei*© they 
of capturing the eiitife British army, that tho only fear 
was that they miglit precipitately retire ! Many of the 
court ladies actually stipulated with the field-officers for 
a number of white slaves, and the army, collecting to 
proceed to Rangoon, manifested the most exuberant 
.sjiirits. 

There w'ere three English gentlemen at Ava, wdio 
naturally fidl under suspicion ; especially when it was 
discovered that some of them had been apprised of the 
declaration of war. They w'cre all imprisoned, and 'to- 
gether with Messrs Jud.son and Price, who were soon 
jvdded to the number, experienced for many months 
excessive hardships. 

Calculating on friendly co-operation from the Pegu^. 
ans, who, it was thought, would embrace this opportu- 
nity to throw oi’i* the Bnrman yoke, and knowing thai 
the best period for rapidly ascending the river is durinz 
the fioutii-west monsoon, the British forces arriyca 



' Mftj" lOili, 1024^ jaat itt the heghtnintf of the tdins. But 
the tnniiimerable boats ordinarily found on the river 
V-' had aU disappeared, partly perhaps by order of the 
viceroy, and partly from fear. The boats of the trans- 
• torts were as nothing towards conveying an army, and 
■' ft became necessary to halt in Rangoon. But even this 
f was well nigh fatal to the army. The city hAd been so 
completely evacuated by the affrighted people, that not 
a soul was left but a few aged and helpless persons, who 
either could not fly or had nothing to lose. There w'ere, 
of course, no servants, no bazaar, no provisions. Sick 
officers in vain offered five or six rupees for a single 
^ ' fowl, and the wliole army was obliged to depend on ship 

Stores. This, with the nature of the season, and the 
fatigue of frequent sldrmishes, produced sickness among 
the troops, and some thousands were cut off before any 
advance was made. After the lapse of nearly a year, 
the array proceeded up the river, receiving but one 
serious check, and retired, Juno 1825, into barracks 
at Promo for the hot season. On tlie 3d of November, 
hostilities recommenced. Melloon was stormed on the 
19th of January l}i2(), and Paglian on the 9th of Feb- 
ruary. On til e *24 th of February, a treaty of peace was 
formed at Yan-da-bo, and on the 8th of March, the 
army took boats for llangoon. 

By this treaty, the Ijurmaiis relinqiiislied part of 
Martaban, and the whole of Arracan, Ych, Tavoy, and 
. Mergul ; and agreed to pay the Knglish five million 
rupees towards defraying the expenses of the war. At 
the same time, Asara and Miiimiporo were taken from 
them, and the latter declared independent, under British 
protection. I 

From that time, the kingdom lias been rather ad- 1 
vanciiig in civilisation and prosperity. No longer at 
liberty to make war upon its neighbours, its frontier is 
quiet and secure. Acquainted better with foreigners, 
its pride is abated, and beneficial iimo\ations are less 
resisted. The government, though imalteved in its 
model, is in some respects better administered, and 
commerce is increased. 

TIio king is at this time subject to periods of insanity, 
and has little to do witli public affairs. The chief power 
is in the hands of tlie Sallay-Men, or prince of Sallay, 
the queen’s brother, generally called Mcn-Sa-gyee, or 
great prince, lie is probably tlie richest man in tlie 
kingdom, Sallay being one of the most lucrative fiofs ; 
in addition to which lie receives the duties on the 
Chinese inland trade, besides large jirescnts from olFice- 
seckers, and litigants in tlie Lotdau. 

Several individuals are regarded as candidates for tlie 
crown on tlie demise of the present king. One of them 
is the Men-Sa-gyee above niention(*d, who is a devoted 
Boodhist. He may prefer to espouse the cause of the 
present king’s youngest brother, the Men-dong prince, 
who is married to his daugliter. Another candidate is 
the Ser-a-wa prinei?, the king^s brother, next in ago, an 
accomplished and talented prince, remarkably free from 
prejudice for a Burman, and probably better acquainted 
with foreign countries ilian any other native. As bo 
keeps a lai*gc number of war-lioats and armed retainer.-, 
and has a considerable inagazl lie gf arms in his com- 
pound, it is generally believed that he aspires to the 
throne.* No other man in the empire is so qualified for 
that high station, so far as the foreigners at Ava are 
able to judge. 

The proper hoir-appannit, only son of the prc.sent 
king, is popular with the common people, but has j.hnost 
no power ; the queen’s bivither bolding liis pTiico in tho 
Lotdau. Though ponjutted the insignia of his rank, he 
is kept studiously depressed, and seems destitute of 
either the means or the qualifications for making good 
his title. 

i VtTiis prince did, in, fact, become! on ;■ "d. , .u'of l.H 

late majesty in 1837. 


CHAPfEEE It. 

Featui^ of CoUnli^. Cilmate. Mountains. Minerals, 

Soli. Proctuotions. Agriculture. AnimaLa Birds. Fishes. 

BeptUes. Insects. 

The general features of a country so extensive, are, of 
course, widely diversified. It may be said of it, as a 
whole, in the language of Dr Francis Hamilton,* that 
“ this country, in fertility, beauty, and grandeur of 
scenery, and in the variety, value, and elegance of its 
natural productions, is equalled by few on earth.” Ho 
adds, It is occupied by a people of great activity and 
acuteness, possessed of many qualities agreeable to 
strangers.” 

The upper country is monntainous throughout ; the 
liighost ranges being to the north and north-east of the 
capital. The scenery of these elevated regions is beau- 
tiful, and the climate highly salubrious. Extensive 
forests, comprising a great variety of excellent timber, 
cover the heights ; while the valleys are jungle, f culti- 
vated in many places, and abounding in fruit-trees. 
Tlie coasts and water-courses are eminently fertile, and 
contain the chief part of the population. By far the 
largest portion of the country is iiniiilxabited. 

The extensive delta of the Irrawaddy is for tlie most 
part scarcely above high tides, and evidently alluvial. 
Much of it is overfiowed during tlie annual rise of tlie 
river. Rocks are not found, except a cellular orange- 
coloured iron ore, which occurs on the gentle swells. 
Therii are a few liills c()m])osod of tlie iron ore above* 
named, breccia, calcareous sandstone, blue linu'stone, 
and ijuartz. In the lower part of the course of the 
Salwen and Dagaing, some of the low mountains aiv 
almost entirely quartz. Some hills, rising abruptly 
from the levels, are blue limestone, of the very bi'st 
quality. In the most of these are caves, remarkable 
not only for their natural grandeur, hut for tlio religions 
veneration with wliich they have been regarded, and 
the multitude of mouldering idols wliicli they contain. 
All account of some of them lias been already given. 
The great rangc.s of mountains, both on the sca-ylioro 
and inland, arechi'dly granite and mica-.shite. 

The climate of Buriiiah diffm’s greatly in the higlM.T 
and lower districts, but is every \vh(;re saUibrloiis to 
natives where the jungle is cleared. Ample proof of 
this is visible in their ivdnist appearance and muscular 
power. J'’or(‘igners find most jiarta of the sea-coa.'t 
salubrious, to a degree not found in most other parts 
of India. 

In the maritime part of tlie country, there arc U o 
seasons — the dry and tlie rainy. The latter begins witli 
great uniformity about tlio IDth of JMay, with slit)wcrs 
which gradually grow more frequent fi>r lour or liv( 
M'ceks. Jt afUu'wards rains almost daily till the miiMlu 
of September, and occasional showers descend ibr a 
inoiith longer. From 150 to *200 inches of waterfall 
during this pei’iod. This quantity is truly astonishing, 
as in the moist ’western counties of England it is but. 
sixty inclies in a year. Jt seldom rains all day, so 
that exercise and out-door Imsincss may be contimied, 
though at time's it rains almost incessantly for several 
days. As the sun shines out hot almost daily, vegi ta- 
lion proceeds w ith amazing rapidity ; and ovqvy wall 
or building not coated smoothly with plaster, beconies 
ill a few seasons covered with grass and weeds. This 
is the only ])eriod wJu;ii any part of the country becoTiies 
unhealthy to foreigners, and even tlien, the courses of 
great rivers, and parts ox tiuisively cleared, remain salu- 

=t' Jidinburgli Pliil. .Toimml, vol. ii. p. D.O. 

t Tho ditforence bt'tww'n a jungle and a forest ought to ho ine 
dorstood by every reader of oritfntal travels. A forest is the si'inc 
as with us— land coveretl w'ith large trees, growing thicbly iogc- 
thcr, and almost nninliabite«l. A jungle is exactly w'bat is calU’d 
in beripturo a wilderness; that is, a region of many trees, but 
Bcaltercd, with much undergrowth, and often tliichly Inhabited, 
though generally somewhat siMirsely. The open spaces very gene- 
r?dly bear a tall, coarse grass, resembling that of our pniiiiw. 
which, when near villaget-, is annually burnt over, to improve t ve 
[ piuture. 





fcrioufi. On the snbsidlngj of the rains, the idr is cool, The principal lumber mines aije in and round the Ilu- 
the country vei^ant, fralts innumerable, and every lcOngvalley,onthe Asam frontier. It is very abundant ; 
thing in nature gives delight. The themometer ranges but the natives having neither spade nor pickaxe, and 
about 60® at sunrise, but rises 12® or 15® in the middle ising chiefly a sort or spear made of a cane burnt at 
of the day. In March it begins to grow wann ; but he sharpened end, they accomplish very little. Most 
the steady fanning of the north-east monsoon makes it (f it is carried at once to China. * 
always pleasant, when out-door exertion is not required. Iron ore is found in large quantities, from which the 
In April the heat increases, and becomes for two or natives make sufficient iron for the consumption of the 
three w'eeks oppressive ; but the first dashes of rain countiy ; but, probably from the imperfect mode of 
bring relief. smelting, it loses thirty or forty per cent, in the forge. 

Between tide-water and the mountain regions at the The principal supply is furnished from the great moun- 
jiorth and cast, there maybe said to Iks tliree seasons — tain of Ponpa, a few days’ jouiney east of Ava, about 
the cool, the hot, and the rainy. The cool season begins latitude 21° 20'. 

about the same time as ill the lower provinces, and con- Tin is plenty in the Tavoy province, and perhaps 
tinu(!s till the last of February, making about four el.sowherc, and has been occasionally got out in con- 
months, The thermometer now descends to about 40®, liderable quantity; but at present little is done, 
at the lowest. This temperature is only just before Resort lias been had, almost exclusively, to the gravel 
morning. In the middle of tlio day it is .seldom colder and sand of water-courses; and there is little doubt 
than 60°. The greatest lieat is far less than on the but that a proper cxainination of the hills w'ould show 
]\Iadras coast; averaging, in the hottest weather, from the existence of extensive beds of ore. 


05® to 00", hut rising sometimes much higher. 

In the most elevated districts there are severe 
winters ; hut of those sections no precise accounts have 
been received. 

Mucli of Burmah is deci(l(Mlly mountainous, particu- 
larly to the north and east of Ava ; hut few of the 
ranges have; names, at least not in our language. 
The natives s(?em to designate particular heights, hut 
not entir(^ ranges ; and Kuropeaiis have not explored 
tlu'se parts of the country. The harrii.r which divides 
Burmah from Arraean, calk'd in maps A-nou-pec-too- 
niioii, is lofty and well defined. The coast lujur 'favoy, 
and the islands adjacent, are moimtuiiious. But at 
present nothing instructive can bo said as to this fea- 
ture of the kingdom. 

'Die mineral riches of the country, though known le 
he con8i<lerahlo, havij been but scantily developed, f jr(»l«l 
is obtained from mines in Barnoo, towards the (’hiiu^st 
frontier, and is found also in the shape of dust, in the 
head waters of all the prineijial streams. It is no 
obtained in largo quantities, probably only from wan 
of enterprise and (%'ipital ; and a c(tn.si(lerable amoun 
is annually received overland from China. Nearly tlu 
whole is used in gilding .saered cditiecs : tlu; rest goes 
into j('wels, or is used to gild tlio ntmisils of tlie great 
As eiirreney it is scarcely ever ust'd, and then only ii. 
ingots. 

'file princ'ij'al, if not t lie only silvor-rnincs, are in Lao 
about twelve da} s’ journey from Bam oo, where the} 
arc wrought liy Chinese. 'Tlu; cstimat(;d ])rodaco i.s 
about 500,000 dollars ])er aiimini. About 1000 miners 
are einjiloycd. 'The contraetors pay government 
fixed rent, amounting to about 25,U0O doll.ars per 
aiimini. 

Knieralds arc not found in tlio country, and th 
ilianionds arc small ; hut imbies, r(.*pntt;d to ])C tli 
finest ill the world, are obtained in considerable qiian- 
lities, ])artieularly about five nr six days’ j<junii / from 
Ava, in an cast-sontli-ea.st direction, near the villages of 
Mo-gout and Kyat-pyaii. I saw one, for which four 
bounds of pure gohl were demandetl. 'riie king has 
some wl;ich are said to weigh from one Jiimdred aiul 
twenty ft) one hundriMl and fifty grains. Sapphires arc 
Very abundant, and often of surprising size. Some have 
h<‘on obtained, weighing from three thousand to nearly 
four thousand grains. All over a certain size being 
claimed by the crown, very Jargo ones are almost 
always broken by the finders. .Jasper, amethyst, cliry- 
Bclitc, loadstone, noble .serpentine, and amber, are also 
^uud ; tije latter in almost unlimited qiuuitit} . 
Aoble serpontine is obtained chiefly near Alogonng 
where, at particular seasons of tho year, .about a tliou- 
®‘jud men, Bfirmans, Laos, Siiikphoos, and Chinese 
«hyans, arc employed in quarrying or iniiimg it out. 

Hanuay saw Tioats laden with it, of which sonic 
lueses required three men to litt them. From 400 to 
0 traders from China annually resort to tho iniu(?s 
purchase serpentine. The majority of these are from 
‘Uita, but most of the wealthier ones come by Bumoo. 


Lead is nbuiidant, but is chiefly got out by the ShylEins, 
and brought dowui for barter. Jt contains always a 
little silver, about three-fourths of a rupee in thirty- 
five or forty pounds. 

Nitre is Ibuiid in considerable quantities, enernsted 
on the surface of the earth, in several places among 
the hills north of Ava. Probably, through imperfect 
management, the quantity obtained is not sufficient to 
prc.'vent the importation of a considerable umoiint from 
Bengal, for the niaiiufaeturc of gunpowder. Natron is 
obtained in the same disthets, and is used forsoaj). Its 
price is only eight or nine dollars per ton, but it ks by 
no means pure. 

Salt exists, in several places, in the upper country. 
From eight to twenty miles north of Sagaiiig, are many 
places reseinbling our great “licks” iu the western 
country, and some smtill saline laki's. Large (jnantitiea 
of salt are made by leacliing fho earth, very much as 
we do ashes, and boiling down the water. On the head 
waters of the Ivyeiidween, a large ([uantity is made 
from springs and wells, the waters of wliiidi yield the 
large |)roj>ortioii of onc-twenti('th of their weight in 
salt. 

Sulphur and arsenic are olitaiiied in abundance. The 
latter is lor sale in all the bazaars in its crude state; 
but for what it is used, except a little for medicine, 1 
did not learn. 

Petroleum is obtained in great quantities at Ya}maii- 
gyoung, on the Irrawaddy, above Prome ; and the sup- 
ply might be largely increased, if there .should be a 
demand. 'J'ho w'clls are two miles back from the river, 
thickly .scattered over a region of several miles iu 
('xteiit, remarkahle for its barren aspect, each pro- 
^iiicing a daily average of one liuiulrcd and fifty gallons 
of oil, which sc'lls on tin; spot for threo ticals per 
hundred viss, or about forty cents per ewt. The gross 
animal produce is ab(>ut eighty millions of pounds ; it 
is carried to evciy ]>art of tlie kingdom accessible by 
water, and is used for lights, f'aying boats, and various 
other purposes. It h;is the vaiiiabL* quality of securing 
w'ood from tlie attaiks of insects. A boat’s bottom, 
kept pro]»erly in ordi'r with it, is about as safe as if 
copj'cred. It is thought to be a defence even from white 
aiits. 

At Sagaiiig, and some other places north of it, are 
quarries of marble, some of which is very fine. It is 
a primitive limestone, of snowy whiteness, somi-trans- 
liicent, free from all cracks, and capable of tho 
higliest polish. The almost exclusive use made of it, is 
in the inanufacturo of images of Gaudama, and other 
sacred objects. 'This employs constantly a large num- 
ber of persons. Similar marble, but of inferior quality, 
i.. foiiiul iu various other places, and is largely used for 
lime. It is apt to contain hornblende and mica, with 
occasional cr\ stals of felspar, and to be found in con- 
nection with pure mica-slate. Limestone prevails along 
tho whole river. Near the statuary marble quarries, 
it is blue, of tho iinest quality ; between that place and 
P.agluut, it is dark, bituminous, .and slatey ; lower down, 



near Fi^oin^ it ia ^arse-grained aM sandy.' ^ C 
’w^acke is lUab found, in numerous places, ftrom Ava to 
ttangoon. Steatite is very abundant, and in various 
parts of the kingdom. Pc^arls, of good quality, are 
often picked up on the coast of Mcrgui and its islands. 
They are not, however, fished for, and only such are 
obtained as are found in shells driven ashore, or lying 
above low'-wiiter mark. The pearls are small, but of 
. regular form and good colour. 

Petrifactions of w^ood, bones, and oven leaves, ai*e 
' common on the banks of the Irraw’addy. So far as yet 
. known, they are most numerous in the region of 
Yaynan-gvoung. Crawfiii’d transmitted to Phiglatid 
several cliests of these. The hones proved to bo of tlui 
mastodon, rhinoceros, liippopotainuH, tapir, hog, ox, 
deer, antelope, gavial, alligator, emys, and tryonix. Of 
the mastodon there are evidently two species, and 
both these entirely new', making eight know n species of 
this extinct genus. I picked np as many as 1 could 
transport, and forwarded them to the Boston Society 
of Natural History. They comprise fossil bones, and 
w’oo'd, and calcareous concretiims without any organic 
nucleus, and resembling the tuberous roots of vege- 
tables.* The natives, as might be sup])osc<l, attribute 
these petrifactions to the waters of the Irrawaddy ; Tint 
this must be erron(*ous. The specimens are washed 
out of the banks by the encroachment of the river, and 
are found in beds of sand and gravel, thirty or forty 
feet above the highest Hoods. I’lie matrix adhering to 
many of the bom*s, si'ems to he qiiartii and jasper 
pebbles, united by <*arl)(niate of lime, and sometimes 
hydrate of iron. Logs of wood, whieji have evidently 
lain long in the river, are not changed. Bones are not 
found of the elephant or tiger, both of w’hi<‘li are now* 
abundant in the country, but of the mammoth, which 
has been extinct for ages, and of tlie rhinoceros, hip- 
popotamus, tapir, and gavial, which are no longer 
inhabitants of Burmah. All these reasons conspire to 
assign these fossils to an antediluvian epocli. Some 
of the vegetable fossils are iiupi’egnaled with carbonate 
of lime, but jno.st of them are .silicifiecl in the inoht 
beautiful manner, show'ing pei-fectly the libres of the 
plant. The bones are in admirable j)re.servation, owing 
probably to their being higldy impregnated with liydrate 
of iron. 

Coal of excellent quality, both anthracite and bitn- 
ihinou.s, has been discovered in various places, but has 
not been brouglit into use. 

The principal river in the empire, and, indeed, in all 
Farther India, is the Irrawaddy, wiiich rises in the 
Nainean Mountains, a range south of the lliinmalaya, 
hut belonging to that great chain. After a course of 
1200 miles, it falls into the Bay of Bengal, by several 
mouths, near (^^ape Nigrais. Most of these mouths are 
navigable for largo craft ; th.ose of Bassein and Ban- 
goon, for vessels drawing five failioiiis. It may be 
ascended as far as Ava at all .st’asons, by vessels of 
200 tons ; and in the rains they may proceed to 
Mogoung riv£U’, a distance of about HOO sailing miles 
from the sea. Abovf? this point, in the dry season, t 
winds along a very tortuoii.s chamnrl, at th(‘ rate of tw'o 
miles an hour ; but in its inumkttioiis, from June to 
September, it rises high, How'.s lupidly among small 
islands, and presents a comparativc'ly straight conr.se, 
having a breadth of about a mile at Bamoo, and in 
some places below Ava, from four to six. At Ava tiu^ 
rise is about thirty-three hxjt. At this time, boats 
ascend most easily, impelled by tlie .south -wes: mon- 
aopii. It i.s not confined to an annual freshet, but, 
during the monsoon, rises and falls three or four times. 
On its banks, between A va and llaugoon, are numerous 
villages and cities, some of ^hem very large. Largo 
villj^es and towns arc al .o i raldished a !;ttle back 
from the river, by " liich iho inlu'b.tauts avoid many 
exactions of boat-service, both ie peace r-’d 

♦Similar concretions, often rnistMa'P f.,r r a-ifarf, .mu and 
Stalactites, are fo^nid in Austria. Sanliuiu. .upland, and else- 


Th^ Sal wen, or Martaban river, rises among the satne 
ranges which originate the Irrawaddy, the Burampooter 
the Meinam, and the great Camboja rivers. In the 
first part of its course, it is called Louk-chang by the 
Chinese. It has a coui*8e of several hundred mihis, and 
disembogues by two mouths, one at the north of Bnlu 
Island, and the other at the south. The northern 
channel, though very wide, is navigable only for snuili 
boats. 

The Kyendween ri.ses near the sources of the Irra- 
waddy, and, after watering the Kubo valley, and passiirr 
through some of the best and most populous parts of 
Burmah, enters the Irrawaddy about fifty miles below 
Ava. 

The Setang river makes, at its mouth, an imposln.r 
appeai’ance upon the map, being several miles w'id*^, 
hut is nearly usele.ss for all jnirposes of internal com- 
munication. At low w'ater there is no continuous; 
channel de(*ppr than four fei't, but various spots give ;» 
dojith of from ten to fifteen feet. The tide, coinpri'ssod 
by the funnel form of tlie shores, and collecting tlie 
w'hole fore<j of tlie flood from a great distanee in tlio 
bay, acquires fearful velocity. Except at the lowest 
neaps, tliero is a ‘‘ boro” on the .setting in of the Hood, 
w'hieh subjects small vessels to the mo.st inmiiiiont 
danger. Some years ago, a surveying vessel Ciom 
Maulmain re])orfed that it had set lier in a westerlv 
direction at the rate of twelve miles an hour ! 

The Myct-nga, or Little river, eiiter.s the Irrawaddv 
on tlie north side of the city of Ava, and is ii:ivi::al»le 
for largo bo.ats to a very conskhmable tlistaiuM-. 

The Mogoung rivt'r enqities into the Irrawadtly ia 
lat. 21'’ !)7\ ami is hoalable for a hnmlred miles. 

There are some other rivers in the empire m avly 
i\'^ important, and soim; fine lakes, hut liie only giK.il 
har))our.s now’ h it to Burmah are tho.se of Bangoon and 
Bassein. 

The soil of the maritime jiovtions of Burmah is per- 
haps unsurpassed in fertility. Tln^ iiiconsideralile trac- 
tion which i.s cultivated, though after a most iinpei’lVct 
manner, yields not only ahnndance of rice for tin' iii- 
li.-ihitants, hilt a great amount for ('xportation to tin- 
upper provinces. 'I’lie paddy-fields yii'ld gi'iierally from 
eighty to one liuiulred fold, tind in soim* cases twin* 
tluil ;imc)mit. 

Farilier inland, the country becomes undnlatliig, Init 
is .scarcely h?.ss tertile, thougli for the mo.st part a iin iv 
jungle. M'he region still farther e.asi: and north is niomi- 
tainous, and bears the usual eharaeteri.sthis of mkIi 
districts. 

There are said to be sa/veral deserts of con'^i.h'ralli' 
si>a*, but tliey have never been explored. 

Ill this favoured country are found iie.'irly all tiu' 
valuahle trees of J- arther Imlia ; but wliile tlie people 
are thus supplied with a profusion of valuahle tinihor, 
they are fur below’ their neiglibours in tin.' ease of frmt 
trees, and have them generally of an inferior qiialitv. 

'J’he following list is by no ni(*ans oliV-red as aperlect 
cafulogue of Burman f”nits and timber.-> It is intended 
to sliow the resourec.'^ of the country in thi'se matters. 
The infiirmatioii was cliieHy jiickeil up on the w'ayside 
from native.s, sometimes with tlie plant in sight, but 
ofte er not. 

The Rcientilic names have been given, when know'ii, 
in order that those who choose in.ay irlentify the plant. 

Th«* l)a-nyan,or Dnri'an {flu no ^r6^>c//n'«?e‘.),tlourishes 
in the provinces of 'J’avoy and Mergni, but not elsewlu'rc 
ill the empire, d'he tree is nearly as large as the jacb, 
and the fruit greatly resemhh's it, but is .smaller, scarcely 
.attaining t|io size of a manVj head. It is esteemed by 
the jiatives the mo.st delicious fruit in India. JOuropeaiis 
are not fond of it until after repeated trials. Those who 
])ersist, alw'ays uiiiLO with the natives in tluiir jn-cference. 
J t contains ten or tw’td vo sced.s, as large as jiigoons’ cggN 
winch, w’hon roasted, are not inferior to chestnuts. U 
is the most costly fruit in India, and is never 
propagating itself in a wild state. The tre<‘ i.s high an 
spreading, lives a Inindred yo:ir.s, and produces abou 
two hundred dureans in a ye.ar. 





Jack Tree and fruit. 


Tlio Tiiin-ya, Picii-iiai, or .Jack {artocurpus intrf/ri- 
Jo/ia), is tlioiight not tf» bo iiKli''(;nouH, but thrives well 
in all the lower province.s. Its inline seems to iinlicuto 
the peninsula of Hindustan us its proper country, and 
it certainly is vc'ry common there. In the Telooj;oo 
Imiguage it is called Jaka, It attains to tlu^ lieight of 
eighty or one hundred feet. IJranehes, thiek, alternate, 
and spreading; leavi's, very dark green. Tlie full- 
grown fruit w(?igli8 from thirty to fifty pounds, growing 
not from tlie t wigs, but in young trees from the thick 
branches, afterwards from the top of the trunk, and, 
when very aged, from the roots. It is covered with a 
very tliick, rougli, green skin, and is full <jf white .stones, 
the sir.f of a pullet’s egg. Few per.sons are f«md of it 
at first, hut by repeated trials soon become so. I found 
it very indigestible. There are two kinds, which, how- 
i.'vu-, do not. greatly differ. ITie timber is very val'.i- 
able, and used for musical instruments, cabinet ware, 
•ind ornamental work. 

The Managoot, or Man.gostcen {(/airhiin ni(nif/o{;(a?i<t)^ 
grows in Mergni province, )»ut is not common, 'rin* 
tree is low, aljont the .size and sluqie of an a])ple.tri'e ; 
li’avos, dark green. It is raised from tin* j^eed, and 
bears tin? seventh year. Some trees yield annually fnan 
a thousand to two tliousaiid inangoste('us. The fruit 
is generally deemed liy foreigners the lincst in India, 
and indeed in all the world. I’oreigners are fond of it 
from the tirst. It resembles the lilaek walnut in rizo, 
ami the ])omegranat(‘ in its ir\ierior. A liull like that 
of the black walnut is to bo removed, and the fruit 
appear-s white, ]>ulpy, gra]*elike, about tlui size of a 
small plum, and having one or two very small stone.-^. 
Its taste is mildly acid, and extremely delicate and 
luscious, w’itliout a tendeiiey to cloy the appetii.i; and 
almost any <[i1antity may be eaten by most persons 
witliont danger. It seems to Iiavc; been introduced 
from the Indian Archipelago, and is far from attaining 
ki the jiands of the 'I'avoyers the perfection it tln've 

'I’l'.e Tharrat or TImyet, or Mungo 
{inapnij't'm itiflicn), called by 'I’avoyers 
Thiirrupcc, is one of the largest fruit 
trees in the world, reaidiiiig a height of 
one hundred feet or no rt*, and a cir- 
cumference of twelve or fourteen, some- 
timt\s even of twenty-five. JJraiiches, 
thick, spreading ; leaves, long, juirrow, 
smooth, shining ; tlowors, small, white. 
^’'lan}?o. • The fruit is delicious, about four inches 

“Jig, and two wide ; thin, smooth, greenish .skin, and 
^‘-ry large hairy stone. TTiere are as many kinds as 
are of apples, and diftering about a.s nmeli from 
“‘iili other. Tho timber is excellent, and is used for 
“Ms, pestles, mortars, &c. 

^be Thimban, Papaya, or Papaii {carica papajii)^ 


grows to the height of fifteen to thirty feet, without 
branches or leaves, except at tlie top, where tho fruit 
grows close to the stem. Leaves twenty to thirty 
indies long. Fruit is of a grccii colour, and closely 
resembles a small musk-melon, with round black seeds, 
wliich, wlien very young, have the taste of capers. It 
seems to have been introduced by the Portuguese. It 
comes rapidly to maturity in any soil, bears fruit all 
tho year, and i.y exceedingly prolific. It is inferior in 
flavour to our musk-melons. There are several kinds, 
all highly prized. The sap of this tree is a most deadly 
poison, taken inwardly. T’he French doctors use it as 
When exposed to the air, itTesemblcs salt. 

Tiie Ong, or Cocoa-nut {cocos nucifera)^ resembles 
other palms, especially the palmyra or toddy-tree: the 
leaves are longer, 'flio fruit is too w’cll known to need 
description. The envelope or husk furnLshea a large 
jjart of the cordage, called copa or coir, which is not 
surpassed in excellence by any other, tliough little is 
inado in Hurniah. From the nut, an oil of good quality 
is obtained in largo quantities, used botli in cooking Mnd 
for light. The top ()f tlie tree is tapped for toddy, by 
cutting off the end of the stem wliich bears the blossom. 
It is generally made into sugar, or some is drunk fresh. 
In other countries, arrack is distilled from this species 
of toddy. 

Tho tree is scarce, particularly in the upjDcr pro- 
vinces, and ahno.st entirely w'untiiig in Arracan ; so that 
largo quantitic.'s are imported from the Nicobar islands 
and elsewhere, which are chiefly used in making curry. 
For this purpose tho whole fruit is scraped, and this 
juice squeezed out. The pulp is thrown away. 

The ( ocoa-nut tree delights in a sandy soil, and at the 
same time requires to bo much watered. Hence they 
are generally found by rivers, or on the sea-coast, Tho 
X>ahnyra, on the contrary, grows every where. 

The Nep-yan, or 
Plantain {musu para~ 
disiuca)^ is one of tho 
most valuable gifts of 
Frovidenco to a great 
j>art of the globe, 
growing wherever tho 
na an temperature ex- 
ceeds Go-’. The stalk 
seldom exceeds seven 
or eight inches in dia- 
meter, and twenty feet 
in height, bears but 
one biiuchof fruit, and 
<lies. The stem is cut 
close to the ground, 
but from the same 
root, how'ovcr, the tree 
is reiiowedmany years. 
The loaves, when 
young, the most 
beautiful in India, ex- 
panding, with a smooth 
surface and vivid 
gi’i-en, to six feet in l^nigth, and tw o or more in breadth, 
but, soon after attaining full size, tlic edges become tom 
by the w'ind. TTie flower is very large, purple, and 
shaped like an car of Indian corn. At the root of the 
outer leaf, :i double row of the fruit comes out half 
round the stalk or col). The stem then elongates a few 
indies, and another leaf is deflected, revealing aiiotlicr 
double row’. Thus tho stem grows on, leaving a leaf 
of the flower and a bunch of tlic fruit every few inches, 
fill there conic to he twenty-five or thirty bunches, 
containing about Jol) or HK) plantains, and weighing 
from sixty to eighty pounds. Tho weiglit bonds over 
the end of the stem, and when ripe it hangs within 
reach. Like other palms, it has no branches. 

Humboldt calculates that thirty-three pounds of 
wdieat, and ninety-nine pounds of potatocv^j, require tho 
same surface of ground that will ]>roduce 4000 {Himids 
of ripe plantains, which is to potatoes as forty-four to 
one, and to wheat as 13;i to one. What a mercy is 





in a ciilihtry Whew haM labour is opj^s- j It is/IbelWo, neyo^ distilled. The fruit is black, oWl 
r slvie by reason of heat! There are. as many varieties shiny, two inch^ in diameter, and used after cobkinir in 
of this fruit in Bunnah as there are of the apple with a great variety of ways.' The stone of the fruit ia « 
ns; some preferred for cooking, others for eating iii a third of its bulk, and is buried in the ground for the 
raw state ; some sorts grow wild, hut in general it is sake of the large sprout it produces, which is prized as 
exclusively the result of culture. an esculent, livery part of the tree is made usofui. 

The suiall-fruited Plantain, or Banana (musa sapien- The sap is boiled down as we do that of the maple, and 
is cornnioii in the southern districts, but is not yields the tolerable sugar called jaggery in commerce, 
mucii cultivated. It is found wild, and in that state Large quantities of this are made, 
has seeds, wliicli the cultivated plantains never have. The May-u*ah is the size of an apple-tree. Fruit 
The Cooii-the, or Betel catechu)^ another excellent, size of a plum, purple colour, sweet, small 

species of palm, grows both wild and cultivated, attain- seeds. It is said to grow in the celestial regions, and to 
ing tlie liciglit of thirty to fifty feet, but seldom so thick be a favourite food of the Nats. 

as a man’s thigh; without limbs or leaves, except at the The Aw-zah, or Guava {psidium pomiferum), is 
top. Bark, smooth, ash -coloured, and marked with abundant in some places, but is not extended over tlio 
parallel rings. The fruit, is tin? size of a nutmeg, and whole country, and is certainly not indigenous. Jt 

resembling it in structure. grows to the height of twenty or thirty feet, with leaves 

Near it is generally scon growing the Pung, or Betel of pale grtion, and beautiful, large, white blossoms. The 
Vine a slender annual, whose leaf, touched fruit is about the size of a pear, and a little yellowish 

with a little lime, is the universal accompaiiinicnt to when ripe, full of hard seeds, the 'size of buck-.sliot, 
th^ ureca-mit and cutcli for cliewiug. It is cultivated Foreigners generally despise it, as tluiy do many other 

on a trellis like the grape. Indian fruits, whicli a lew experiments would teach 

It would be tedious to describe all the other palms, them to admire. There are several varieties, 
which are exceeding numerous, difibrent species being The; Custard-applo {itnnona squamosa, Ac.) grows 
applied to dilferent uses, but all of them of primary well, if planted in proper places, but receives little can' 
importance. One of the most widely disseminated is and is not so common as its extreme delieioiisin'ss 
the cocos 7iypa, From this arc obtained the best leavt?s tlescrves. The fruit resembles a large pine bur noL } et 
for thatching, called by Burmaus deuce, and by Euro- opened, or a pine-apple cheese, and is about the sizt' of 
peans atap, from tlu? Malay word for thatch, and by a large apple, 'fhe skin is thick, and the inside IijUmI 
them Bpocilieally given to tin's i)lant as furnishing the up with seeds mixtul among a yellowish ]>nlp, so ch^^c ly 
best. It yields abundance of toddy and sugar. resembling soft custard as to fully justify its name. Its 

The Magee, or Tamarind {tamarindus Judicus), is Javanese name has the same all trsion. 
not found upon tide waters, but is very abundant The Ta-lain-no is a vino which attains a diannder of 
throughout the upper provinces. Jt becomes ninety or eight or twelve inehes, J'^riiit, yellow, peax’-shapi d, acid, 
100 feet high, and twelve or fifteen in eirciimforenee, with six or eight stones, sizti of an egg. 
and, like the mango, is j)lantcd not less for shade than The Zee, or Crab-apple, ii moderaic-si/.cd trc('. Fruit, 
fruit. The branches extend widely, with a h-'hage size of a largo cdierry, one largo stone. T'wo kind-, 
of bright green composite loaves, very much like those sweet and .sour. The timber is highly prized fur irs 
of the sensitive plant. The Jlowers are in clusters, of fine grain, toughness, ami elasticity, 
a beautiful yellow, veiiu'd witli red. Mdie fruit hang.s The Zim-byoon {dilleuia) is of several kinds. Tlioy 
like beans. The pods aro long(?r, darker, and richer are largo trees, but the timber is worthless. I ’riiit, si/.u 
than the tamarind of the West 1 ndies, and aro preserved of a small plum, sour, ri'd. 

without the addition of syrup. The timber Is like ebony, The Ka-ling grows twenty. or thirty fed high, gene- 
very strong, and used lor rnallcts, by coolies for bear- rally wild. Tlie iViiit is the size of a. child’s marble, 
ing-poles, Ac. The young loave.s, as well as the fruit, used more as medicine than food, 
are used in curry. Theho-tharet, or Ka-shoo, Ca- 

The Toung-i)i(.n-nai, or Mountain Jack, grows like show or Acaj(.u {uunreardium occhlrn- 

the Jack, but the fruit never <*\eeeds the size of a goose’s is a sjircading tree, si^hlom in-nv^ 

egg, and has tlic taste of a tart cherry. fifteen or eighteen feet higli. Tlio 

The Mayan, or ^lariaii (mangifera opposUifo/ia), fruit resembles a pear, but is remh iLcl 

grows wild in most part.s of the country. It is a lofty, feSaSR]; I: ; \ very remarkable by a eresccuit-shaj ctl 

spreading tree. Fruit yellow, tho .size of a plum. -,!j nut growing on tin; end. It is iiuich 

There are several varieties, of which .some are sweet ])rized by lUirmans, though not l»y 

and othei's sour. It is an excellent fruit, but docs not foreigners. Tlio roasted nut is o.’veelkait. 

grow in the upper provinces. t^ishew-Nut. Tlie Kyet-mouk, or Cock’s-cMunh, is a 

The Sabu-tlia-bey i.s one of the largest of trees. Fruit, moderate-sized free, found wild in most jiarts of tlu? 
size of a small peach, rod, very many ai.-eds, Jiangiiig in country. I’lic fruit is red, sour, Iho colour of a 
clusters from tlio trunk. comb, and has similar corrugations on tho skin. It 

The Palmyra {Oorassns) grow.s every wdiere, Imt in grape-like cluster;;. • 

abounds chiefly in the upper })roviiices, especially i.- vr The Zoung-yaii is peculiar to the upper proviecpp. 
Ava. There are several varieties. It isK»ic.s from the F’mit, size of a guava, iiiiik, full of seeii, smooth skin, 
ground the full thickness it is evl^r to bu, about three FTmit, leaves, and root, aro use«l as medicine. Tlu- tree, 
to four feet diameder, and gains a few inches in height is of good siz<;, but useless as tiinlxm. 

every year, throwing out no branches, and bearing Tlie La-moo is a small tree, like a willow, growing 

leaves only at the summit. It reaches the height, of only near salt water, and generally in the very cdgi’, 
about forty feet ; and sometiTues, but i-arely, fifiy-five twelve or fifteen inches in diameter. The blossom i-' 
or sixty feet. Tlu) leaves arc of great size, standing very beautiful, a little like a thistle, very fragrant, pule 
out from a stem like the fingers of an extondeu hum!, green, large, iimbrella-sluqied pistil, imiiimerable sta- 
From this species of palm, the li.-aves for Avriting are mens, no corolla, but a thick calyx, which remains, and 
prepared. The tree c>)mes to maturity in about tliirly liold-s the fruit like a dish. Monkeys are fond ol the 
years, but often tain s forty. Tho male trees afford fruit, and are often seen in the tree. The natives 
juice for toddy throe mont’uH in tlio year, the female it in curry. Timbi'r useless, 
seven or eight, each giviu:; daily one lo three gal- Tho Na-uali is a very large tree, thorny. Fruit, 

Ions, which is gathered )jy (Mitting olT a shoot which rod, size of a small plum, skin very thin, full of bait 
would h^ar fruit, and fiaspeudiiig a pot vc a I' iinboo to white, triangular scc<ls. Prized only by tho natives, 
the end. ^ Most of this is made into molasMos or j.'tggery. The ^J’han-lwcn, or Olivo, grows plentifully roum 
Some of it is drunk fresh from the tree, when resera- Morgai, but not of very good quality, as it is entire y 
; hies new cider. By standing a few l.oura, it ferments neglected, 
rapilly, and in thitt state is considerably intoxicating, Tho Lep-han grows every where in the upper 




•n< 5 ef< and is oiio of the largely* trees in the country, 
ten and twelve feet in diameter. The ripe seeds 
!Jro contained in pods, enveloped in a fine cotton, of 
tljich inattrassea aro commonly made. Both blossoms 
and fruit aro eaten, when young, chiefly in curry. 
Tindjer inferior. 

The Ka-na-zoo, or Saul, or Soondry tree (herieteria), 
js a inucli larger tree than in Bengal ; chiefly found on 
the tide waters. Fruit hangs in loose bunches, size of 
grapes, very pleasant, one seed. Leaves, large, alternate, 
smooth, green on the upper side, and silvery-white 
beneath. Timber, hard, straight-grained, elastic, and 
durable ; used for mill work, spokes, shafts, oars, &c. 
There , a re several species of this valuable tree. 

The Tlieet-chu, or Chestimfc {cas/anca mariabanica), 
is abundant in the upper districts, but seems not known 
on the coast. 

The Thit-to {jsandorwum indicum\ a very large tree. 
I’ruit, size of an a])ple, with three seeds, yellow when 
ripe. Timber is used for most common purposes, but 
not much valued, being soft and of uneven grain. 

Th<5 Lieng-maw, or Orange-tree {cilrus), is found in 
several varieties, but growing wild, as do almost all 
Ibirmaii fruits, is generally of inferior ipialiiy. T be- 
lieve the Biirmans ncivtn’ graft or inoculate any fruit. 

The Tb(ui-ba-yab, or Lime (ci/rw.v, medica^ Ihuctla^ 
&c.), has its several varieties, and is excelhiut. 

The Lieng-maw, or Lemon (^citrus limonum, &c.), is 
also common and good. The name in Burinan, it will 
be observed, is the same as for the orange, though the 
term is often given to the latter as a distinction. 

The Piimplenosojor Pomidow, culled with ussliattmdi, 
or sliaddock {cilrus ticcummana), is prized, but is rare 
in Burmah, though so abundant in most parts of the 
cast. 

The Khan is a shrub, throe or four feet high, yu ld- 
iiig a valued fruit which rtisenibhis a sweet grape. 

Tlie (lO-nycn, a vine producing pods thre<i or four 
feet long, containing t('n or twelve beans, ten inches in 
(•ii’cinnl‘erenc<;. These beans, well boiled, are sometimes 
used for food. 

The Myouk Go-nyeii, a smaller vine, bearing in its 
|i(id blit OIK? bean, the size of half a dollar. iMonkeys 
arc said to ho very fond of it, but Burinans do not cat it. 

The Soiiiig-ya grows six or eight f(.:(?t high. Fruit, 
the size of an apph‘, elongated, deeply Ihitetl, brilliant 
yt'llow, contains ti'ii seeds in live apartments. Cluelly 
used to acidify curry. 

The Tlioet-kya-po, or Cinnamon {laurus cintunno- 
tiiiiin)^ grows wild, .at least in the Martaban province, 
but is not of go<Kl (juality, doubtless for want of culti- 
vation, A great variety of the laurus tribe is foiiml 
besides this ednnamon. 

The Shah-zoung (ahr) is in many varieties. Fsed 
both for medicine and clnjwing with the betel. 

The Vay-yoh is a yiretty large tree. Jjcaf, large, ainl 
very dci'p grisui. I'ruit resmiiblcs a pine bur, with soft 
and tender covering to a solid mass of hard seeiis occu- 
pying six sevenths of the >vhole bulk. WIk'ii green it is 
cooked, and when ri]>e, eaten r;iw, as valued suiicc to 
ej'.lt lish. 

The .t^|J,uah-lay {miicuua pruricus)^ a celebrated ver- 
mifuge, abounds every where in the jungle. In a tender 
*^tate the natives use it .as food. 

The Kyah {^uclumbium spreiosum) is a sort of lih% 
g)’o\viii«r ill tin, >vat(U* ; ilowei* very large, pink and 
^vliite ; fruit is as large as one’s fist, Jforming an exact 
bcniispliere, on the flat siuTace ot which about twenty- 
four seeds are embedded, which, when ripe, aro black 
‘tnd hard. Prized for eating. The flowers are a favou- 
I’ite offering at the pagoda. 

C herries atjd plums aro common and good in the ex- 
treme north-west portions of the country ; and in the 
<^xtreme north-east the apple and peach flourish, but 
^re little cultivated, if at all, and are of Tiiicx’ior (jiuility. 

I’obacco grows vvith vigour in most parts ol the 
rnuutry ; often lai'go spaces are covered with the wild 
plant. The consumption is not great, as it is used only 
smoking ; and then the wrHjT^i’ foimied from the 


leafof tbd ihe 3*oois are uged as 

well as the leaf* It is cultirated along the margins of 
water-courses, but in a slovenly way. 

Besides these, Burmah has a great variety of fruits, 
such as castor-bean, anise seed, capers, cardamom, cap- 
sicum, pine-apple, raspberry, whortleberry, tomato, &c. 
1 have no means of enumerating the entire list. Visit- 
ing the bazaar at Maulmain, about the close of the dry 
season, for the express purpose of counting what might 
be there exposed, I found more than thirty. This was 
not the most abundant season of fruits, but the contrary. 
I presume there are not less than 150 or 200 fruits in 
this favoured country, besides numerous varieties of 
some of tliein. 

As to the value of these numerous fruits, compared 
with tliosc of our own country, testimony differs, as on 
otlier matters of taste. The Burraaii and Karen who 
visited America, deemed the best of our fruits very 
insipid. Americans at first admiix) few Burmau fruits, 
but those who persist in eating even the most repulsive, 
soon become fond of them. The enjoyment of them, 
therefore, rests with oiKi’s self, as it does in regard to 
drinking the water of some mineral springs, or eating 
olives. In my own opinion, India has greatly the ad- 
vantage of America and J^mropo in h(?r fruits, both in 
inmibcr and (piality'. Tho plantain itself may be con- 
sidered ail equivalent to almost the whole of our fruits. 
It may be had fresh every day iu the year, and, in its 
nnmerons varieties, makes both a vegetable and a fruit, 
of which none aro ever tii*cd,aiid by partaking of which 
none aro ever injured. 

Among their edible roots, they have ginger, cassia, 
liquorice, arrow-root, yarn, swoi^t potato, Irish potato, 
onions, garlic, as])aragus, ground-nut, &c. 

Tht'y also find in the woods, plains, and lakes, innu- 
merable esculents, in the Hidection of ivhich tho very 
children becoini? ex[)ert. Most of these are prepared 
in the form of curry, and eaten in small (pianlities, as 
condiments to their rice. 

The principal grains will ho mentioned when we como 
to speak of agriculture. 

The country is scarcely Jess favoured in valuable 
timber-trees, some of which have been already named 
as b(‘uring useful fruit. 

First to be named among tlicso is the Kewn, or Teak 
{tcctona flrandis)^ wliieh is hero far more abundant than 
ill any other j>art of India. It is probably, on the 
whole, the most valuable timber in the world, for 
stnuigth, timuicss, and durability ; and in this country 
esp’ceially so, for being alway'S safe from white auts. 
It grows to an enormous size, attaining maturity in 
about eighty y(?ars. Wood, reddish, and susceptible of 

very line polish. It is one of the few tropical trees 
.vhich shed their loaves annually, and at once. It has 
tliis advantage over oak, that, wliile oak has an acid 
which destroys iron, teak has an essential oil which pre- 
serves it. Fruit, rougli, brown, size of cherry, worth- 
less. There is also another species, the tcctona hamil^ 
touianay much smaller. 

Next to the teak, for timber, is the Thingan {hopia 
odoraia of Dr Gardner), very abundant, especially in 
the lower provinces. It is as tall as tlie teak, but less 
spreading. This, and tho teak, make the best canoes. 
This is tlie trei? which spre.ads its branches over tho 
graves of Mrs Judson and her infant. But that parti- 
cular specimen is vi?ry aged, and decaying. It was 
called the i/ope-tree, in honour of a distinguished gentle- 
man of that iKiine in England. 

Tho Fee-mah {lagerstromia ?) is a vei*y large and use- 
ful tree, somctiincs twelve or fifteen feet in circumfe- 
rence, preferred for some parts of ship-building to teak. 
Leaf, very small ; fruit, like a lemon, and very sour ; 
wood, reddish, hard, tough, and durable. From tho 
bark constantly exudes a yellow gum, like gamboge. 

Turra-fee {cnhphglum) is a largo tree, timber excel- 
lent for most purposes ; very different from 

The Thur-ap-pa, or Tirbrc {quercus amkerstania of 
Wallich), which is a noble tree, used for all purposes w 
timber in tho lower provinces. 





The Pipal, often called Banniah {ficm religidsa), is 
the saorod tree of the Burmans* llnder it Gaudama 
is said to have become a Boodli. It is common in every 
part of the country. The branches do not descend and 
take root like tho genuine bannian. It is a very noble 
tree, and beara a fruit the size of a grape, of which birds 
are fond, but which is not eaten by man. One of these 
grows over the brick baptistery, in tho mission com- 
pound at Maulmain, extending its branches also over 
the street. On its young and flourishing branches the 
Burmans sometimes hang lighted lamps as a deed of 
merit. 

The Nyoung-bawdee {ficus hcugalensis) is the genuine 
bannian. Hoots descend from every part of the stem, 
and many of the branches, which, on reaching the earth, 
become themselves trees. Those which descend along 
tlie trunk, give it the appearance of being enveloped in 
brawny vines, and afford a shelter, by the crevices they 
make, to numerous insects and reptiles, while under the 
wide shelter of tho foliage man and bi'ast may repose. 
It ifi a favourite resort of monkeys, wlio eat both the 
leaves and the fruit. The leaves are dark, large, smooth, 
glossy. Its venerated character prevents its use as a 
timber, in which respect it would, however, not bo very 
valuable. Tho tree is uncommou in Burniah, but some 
fine specimens are found at IMergui. 

The Tay, or Ebony {diospyrus ehenum)^ is ideiity in 
, the upper provinces, growing generally in tho neigh- 
bourliood of teak. Leaf very small. Towards the close of 
the dry season, the leaves are annually shed, like those 
'of the teak, ataparticular season, which distinguishes it 
prominently, in a country where almost every tree is 
evergreen. Little use is made of tlu; timber. Tho 
specimens brought to me wore blach, and of tiiU! grain, 
but inferior to that used by our cabinet-makers. 

Tho Teng-yet, or Ten-yet, Sapaii-wood {eufsufjuitia 
sappan^f grows abundantly in tho province of Mergni, 
and adjacent parts of yiain, in several parts of the 
Shyan territory, and among the mountainous regions 
of Munniporo. Tlic full-grown tree is seldom higluir 
than from fourteen to sixteen le(;t ; thorny, bearing a 
large yellow flower in the month of August; leaves, 
small and of a dark green. It belongs to the saim* order 
of plants with BnizU-irood, and has been sometimes so 
called. It makes a rich red dye, and is exported for 
that purpose. The name is derived from the Malays, 
who call it sapany. 

The Shall, or (Jutcli-trec {mimosa cafccliu)^ is indige- 
nous, rising sometimes to the lit'ight of forty fei^t. 
Timber, tough and durable, much used for ploughs, 
A:c. From this tree is made tho eatcchu, cuteli, or 
terra japonica, chewed generally witli tho betel mit.^' 
Tlic wood is hewn into chips, boiled, and the liquor in- 
spissated till it becomes thick enougii to spread on a 
mat, when tlie drying is completed in the sun. It dis- 
solves completely in water, is slightly hitter, liigiily 
astringent, and contains tirty-fivc parts in a Imndrcd of 
tannin. Burmans make two kinds, the red ami the 
black ; both from the same tra-o. The red is preferr 1 
in Bengal, and the black in Lliinu. It is chiefly made 
in the neighbourhood of Prome, thtiigh tin* tree is found 
in all parts of tlie country. 

Tho Silk Cotton-tree {bomha^v rcilui) adorns many 
parts of the country, and is one of the l.irgcst trees. 
Its beautiful and soft iios is used for pillows and thin 
roattrasses by the natives j but whotlier the W(»od is 
valuable 1 did not b urn. 

The Par-o-wah is a shitely tree, a foot in diameter. 
Timbei', very hard and tough, ancf of a ye llow colour. 
It is somewhat scarce, and of but little account, as tlie 
Burmans have no toels with which to w'ork such a wood 
to advantage. 

The Thub-byu is a larg- iree, five feet or 

more in circumference ; pretty gomitimbov. The fruit, 
about the size of a goose’s egg, grows in a tiilt oi leaves, 
* Tho same articlg i» produced in Malay v, inm, the ph- it called 
imrnria painbiry and- in Kgypt and Arabia fr. -utho acf/cia. It 
has IsJCf-ly been tiingapore to England, in lirge 


like a cabba^je 5 used to acidify curry. Prom it is ob- 
tained a glutinous oil, which dries rapidly, and makes 
a good varnish. 

The En, or Ain {dipterocarpus grandfiora), grows 
tall and slender, to a prodigious height, throwing out 
branches only towards tho summit. It yields a valuable 
resin, used in torches, and for paying boats. The 
timber is excellent, and is used for masts, bridges, and 
long reaches. 

The Kun-nyin-ben {dipterocarpus)^ and tho Kuu, 
iiyin-80, are two trees of tho same kind, one bearing a 
wliitc fruit, and the other red. Both arc very large 
trees, and excellent for planks, boats, &c. The boiled 
sap is a very beautiful varnish. Torches are often 
dipped in it, to increase their brilliancy, and sometimes 
made of it, mixed with saw- dust. The varnish at Han. 
goon costs, at retail, four annas a viss, or about twelve 
and a half cents for four pounds. 

Tlie Tlicct-say (inpAimorrhaut usitatc) is the tree from 
which the celebrated black Burman varnish is made, 
and W’hich, wdien propiirly prepared, is superior to copal. 
It seems to have been first known to the English by its 
Mimniporo nauK*, Kuy-00, or Khue, 

Tile Tali-noung is a most beautiful, though rather 
small tree. Leaves, very .small, composite, lively grei:ii, 
rising from the base of a double thorn. 

The Taii-ma-gyeo {c/ararpus) is generally very larrjf. 
Gi*ain, clear and straight ; timber, higlily prized. 

Tlic Yu-ma-nay {euphorbia). Large and valiiahift 
tree. \V\)od, soft and light, but very tough ; aiid is 
list'd for turned wooden ware, and light domestic 
article.s. 

Tlie Tan-tlie-ah {hnpea fioribanda Wairudi). Very 
large, somewhat abundant, and a use fill timber. 

The Thud-dot(‘, a very largo tree, hut not prized for 
timber. Fuel, good ; fruit Ubcil a little ; leaves used to 
rub furniture, and tho body. 

The Thub-bie {oiimusops) is a liirge tree, valued in 
sliip-building. Fruit, size of a grape*, containing one 
larg(i .seed. There is also another spc(d(?.s {m. ebnfi)^ 
whieli is calh'd in Bengal JiucooL 

The Jhi-donk, or .Mahogany {snuctenia mahoyoni)^ 
is plenty in the ii])per jirovinces, especially round Avaj 
found occasionally in J’l^gu. It grows very largi*, aud it. 
mostly of the hraiiclied or knotty kind. Lillie used 
exc(‘pt for their great horizontal rockct.s. 

Tho Tienyo, or Bin(‘, of sevi'ral varieties, is ahinnlnnt 
in tho dry and hilly districts, reaching a good size*, often 
lifty feet without a linih. One or twospoeies are Ibniid 
in the Tonasseriui provinces, but not freqiionlly. It is 
neglected as timber heeauso of its .softness aud exposure 
to ant.s. Some turptnitine Is manufactured from it. 
I’ieircHof it arc every year waslu.-d down tlie Irrawaddy. 
As all India now depends on .European and Anierieaii 
spar.s, whieli often .strll at most oxorldtaiit prices, it is 
probable that Burmali will one day he enriched by the 
export of its lir timber. 

The 'roiing-sa-g;i {myristira) is a very large tree. 

Of Oak, eight or ten .species are found in dilfeiTiit 
parts of the upper country, some of them .stately trees ; 
but the abundance of teak and of tliiiigan prevents its 
gen I’ul use. 

Cedar is corniiion and of a gigantic size on tho lefty 
summits of the mouiitaiii ranges on the Munniporo 
frontier. In the same regions, tlie ash is abundant, and 
of tile host quality. 

Laucewood is common, at le.ast in the southern pro- 
viijce.s. It grows lifteeii oj* twenty feet high, very 
straight; bark, grey; woorl, light yellow. 

The Ale-yah {r/rctna ^) is a niiddling-sizecl tree, of 
pretty good timber. Fruit resembles tlie whortleberry 5 
two seeds in each. It is eaten sometirrves, hnt is not 
prized. 

Tho Ne-pc-say-gyee attains a diameter of six or eight 
inches. 1 11 tlie manufacturing towns on the Irrawaddy* 
pcrliap s elsewhere, it is very much used to dye a lino 
red colour, and might probably be exported for this 
purpose with great advantage. 

'I'he Tht'p-on is a large tree, excellent for fuel, but 



•?&t gvcatly valued as timber. The leaves and fruit are 

yged in curry. . 

The Mai-kia {marrya) is not a large tree, but is 
highly esteemed for handies to spears, knives, &c. The 
crain is like box-wood, but tough and elastic. Found 
only in the lower provinces. 

Tlie Kun-ne-an {myrktica) is a very large tree, found 
in the lower provinces, on high ground, and therefore 
probably common in the upper. Considered one of the 
tost of timbers in the kingdom for <;anoes, oars, houses, 
1111(1 most other purposes. 

The Kcc (syndesmis tavoyana of Wallich) is a large 
tree, making good timber, but not much used as such. 
Tlnu’e are at least two kinds, one being a wliite wood, 
and the other red. The root chopped up, dried, and 
ground to powder, is a favourite medicine, and is also 
rubbed over the body for cutaneous diseas(>s. The 
bark, chopped fine, and thrown into the water where 
there are fish, produces the same intoxicating eflects 
upon them as does the coccnlus indiens. 

The Than-ben {ariocarpus) is a large tree, sometimes 
used as timber, but generally spared for its gum, which 
is excellent for paying boats, and is regarded as a cure 
for the itch. The fruit is a bean, two feet long. 

The Thah {bipnonia) is a noble-looking tree, furnish- 
ing a straight timber for posts of houses, &c. 

The Tiib-bo {ttvaria) grows to a large size, and makes 
smooth, handsome posts, but is not used for boats. It 
bears a large, brilliant, yellow, fragrant flower. 

The The-myu-zoo grows only in the lower provinces, 
whore it is i)U‘Mty. From the kernel of the fruit is made 
an oil highly esteemed for the hair. 

The Cow-moo is found of at least two species, one 
having a broad U'uf, and the other narrow. Both are 
very large. Canoes of the largest size arc made of 
them, and considered nearly as good as those made of 
teak. 

'J’lie Mien-ga {cynomr(ra') is a small tr('o, and makes 
good small posts, tS:c., but is cliietly used h)r fuel. It 
is abundant in the low(.‘r provinces, hut grows in the 
upper when planted, which is somotimes (loiuj for fuel. 

The lloo-so-paw’, or Cork-tree, is indigemous in the 
lower provinces, and, it is believed, in tlie upper also. 
I'nlikc the jiropor cork, the hark is thin ajid worthless. 
The wood itself is soft, tough, fine, and makes a cork 
c([ual to any other. 

The 'J’hcn-nat is a moderahvsized Irtio. Spreading, 
thicjk foliage', soft, smooth leal'. The fruit rescmble.s a 
gooseberry, very glutinous ; <»ue hard seed ; not used. 
Wood, a good deal used f<»i* sandals ; hut the principal 
value of the trec^ is in its l(^av(-s, which are preferred 
above all others for wrappers to cheroots. 

The Lazuri {powf/aniia afropiirjmrca of Wallich). 
V('ry large tree, abundant in Tenasserini provinces. 
Flower, a beautiful purjde. 

The Thik-ad-do (strrvulia ftvlida) is a very large and 
valuable tree. The wocal isodorifenms, straight, strong, 
takes a fine polish, and is ])referred for furuitme. 

The Pah-ouii {^osyris prlldfa) is found in all the 
maritime districts, and probably in the hills alsc^. 

The Kagle-wood {ar/uUnriu aya/Zockuw), commonly 
vailed l,ignuin aloes, is said to h(i ahiindant in the 
southern parts of the Tenassc'rini provinces. It yields 
an incense much valued in the east, particularly (Tiiiia 
and Japan. 

The Kid-lo-wali {/nurifs) is an interior sort of 
camphor-wood. Bark, fragrant. 

The Soo-han is a shrub exceedingly prized by the 
llurmans, as yielding the best red dye of any wood they 
have. It is sold at a tical ])er viss, and seems ratlirr 
rare. The leaves arc a favourite article for curry. 

The Gamboge {^yarcinia cntnhojd) is found in the 
southern provinces, growing fifteen feet high. Leaf, 
bread, pale greeji ; hark, light lead colour. A gum of 
^ beautiful yellow is abundantly yielded by its bark 
"’ithout incisions, but seems not to bo used, excep t to a 
extent as medicine. 

. I"® Nah-oo attains a diameter of eighteen or twenty 
inches. Blossom, very beautiful and fragrant, yellow, 
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size of a lai*^ rdfloj grows only in wot places. Timber, 
very worthless. 

The Ind-way abounds in the forests, and is a largo 
tree. Seed, the size of a small egg. It yields a very 
useful resinous gum, of a light-grey colour, used in the 
scams of boats, &c. It is obtained not only by incision, 
but drops on tho ground, and is gathered without 
trouble. It is very much used, and may always bo 
bought in the bazaar. 

The Myouk-gno, or Monk-chaw, i.s a largo tree, of 
excellent timber. Bark, perfectly smooth ; flower, very 
small, on a long stem. 

Tho Them-men-sa-bo is about the size of an apple- 
tree. Several varieties. Has long tliorns. Fruit, an 
inch in diameter, pungent, and full of seeds, like a 
guava. The bruised fruit, and the ashes of the wood, 
are mixed with indigo, to make a fine blue. 

The Hnaw-hen is a large tree, of pahi-yellow w'ood, 
preferred for making combs. It bears a large, fragrant 
fruit, but worthless. 

The In-jeeii is a large tree, common in the upper pro- 
vinces. Flowers, .small, pDiiikish-yellow, very fragrant, 
growing in clu.sters, and celebrated in Burinan poetry. 
This is the species of Avood generally found pAetrified 
near tlie earth-oil wcdls on the Irrawaddy. Gauilama 
died near one of these trees. 

The Byouk-saik is a large, tree, common in tho 
jungle. Small, yellow llower ; wood, hard, tough, 
straight-grained ; and chosen, wherever it can be had, 
for the broad centre-piece of Burman wheels. 

The The-diii, or Anatto (bi.m orellanci)^ is abundant, . 
at least round llangoon. Trero, twelve to fifteen feet 
high ; leaf, very small ; fruit, like a bean. For dyeing, 
the pods, which ai’o I’ound, tho size of an egg, are 
crnslied, washed, and the sediment dried for the p)ig- 
ment. In this form it is exported to a small extent. 

Several beautiful and vigorous thorny shrubs are 
common in the iip-country, suitable for licdgcs, and a 
good dt?al used as such. But instead of b(Mng planted, 
the bushes are cut up), and laid along. Of course they 
are not durable. 

The Wall, or Bamboo (artindo bumbos)^ is what is 
generally called in Anjerica canc, and is used for fish- 
iiig-jjok's. It is one of the most useful, if not tho most 
so, of all Burman plants. It grows from forty to eighty 
feet high, in clusters or stools, of thirty or forty to- 
gether, and perfects its timber the scicoiiu year. There 
are forty or fifty varieties, some a hundred feet high, 
and twelve inelies in diameter. Some are small, thin, 
and light ; some are almost solid, and much stronger 
than wood of tho same diameter. Of it are made houses, 
bridg(?s, furniture, masts, rigging, cordage, ptaper, 
baskets, tools, nets, pumps, pitchers, fences. Indeed, 
t'> describe its uses would be to notice all tlio opera- 
ti(jnsof the household and fi('l(l, of trade and mechanics. 
The inspissated juice, called fabasheer, is used in. 
medicine, and is regarded by chemists as a very re- 
markable substance. Dr Brewster calls it “hydrate of 
silicia that is, li(iuid flint. The young plants are 
agn.'oably esculent, and pri ced for food. 

^ Among the varieties of cane are several of the ratan 
kind {nt/fr7nus), ealleiJ Ke~ain. or h’yein, growing chiefly 
in the senthern provinces. Souk* kinds are nearly aS 
thick ;is the wrist, growing 100 or 200 feet long, and 
very strong. It bears, in large clusters of eighty or 
ninety, a bea\iliful imbricated fruit, the size of a musket 
ball, not edible in its raw state, but sometimes pre- 
served. The English name is adop>ted from the Malays, 
who call it liotan. 

liuc, Avbich is largely exported from Biirraah, id 
obtained chiefly in the Shyan districts. It is the pro- 
duct of an insect {coccus lacca of Linna'us), which 
exudes the gummy matter upon twigs, to pArotect its 
eggs, and create a sort of habitation. It lives on various 
trees ; in Asam, chiefly on the jlcus religiosa. The lac 
is assorted into (pnalities, which arc called stick lac, or 
that which has the twig in the centre, lac, lump 
lac, shell lac, 6 lc, 

Thorc ax’o several very common j)kints, uhich form 



nsi excellent sul)st5tnte for seap, ind are jjjxteneively 
used for such. Of some the bark is used, and of others 
the bean : one is the sapindus of Linnaeus. Europeans 
use these for their hair, iu preference to any thing 

else. 

Of dye-stuffs, both shrubby and arboreous, there is a 
good variety, embracing nearly all the sorts known to 
exist within the tropics. The turmeric, which is very 
common, seems to bo less used as a dye than as an 
ingredieiit in curry, to which it imparts an aromatic 
^vour, and rich yellow colour. 

Besides those mentioned as medicinal, the natives 
regard numerous others in this light. Indeed, almost 
any thing uncommon is made to enter into their phar- 
macopoeia. The stalls of the apothecaries, as they may 
be called, exhibit the most whimsical variety, I have 
seen the shells of English walnuts among the number. 

Several vegetable poisons abound iu tlio w'oods, of 
which the Karens avail themselves to poison their 
arrows. 

Flowers are innumerable, and for the most part as 
superior to ours in size and splendour as they are infe- 
rior in fragrance. Fragrant tlowers, howevt;r, though 
few in proportion, are perhaps us numerous, ou the 
whole, as with us. ; 

Tillage is performed in some places almost exclusively i 
with the hoc and mattock ; in others, the ])lough is used, ■ 
and sometimes rice-lands ar(} broken up, after b(‘ing j 
kept wet for a time, merely by the feet of oxen. Tin? | 
plough resembles in shape the spado on a playing-card, 
has no colter, and cuts to the depth of three or four 
inches. Horses are never used for draught. Bullocks 
are managed by a rein, passed through the septiuu of 
the nose. "Kicc-lields are soinotinu's prepan.d by merely 
treading up the moist earth with oxen, raking olF the 
weeds, and sowing the seed broadcast. The K.arens, 
and some of the Biiriiiaiis, transplant the rice, wlicii 
about six inches high, into regular drills, which thus 
produces far better liuiii when sown broadcast, lleap- 
mg is performed with a sickle, like ours, hut smallm*. 
The grain is trodden out by oxen, and the straw care- 
fully saved for fodder. 

In the flat and tloodable districts, divi.-jions arc marked 
by ditches, or narrow embankments ; in the uj)per 
country, often by hedges of tliorii, cut up and br<mght 
to the spot. Tliere is an ijidigcnous thorn {zhip/im 
jujuba) admirably adapted for quick-set hedges; but 
such are not cultivated, except those of a thorny bam- 
boo, which grows too tall, and is iu otliev respects ill 
adapted to the pnrposi*. 

The lower country has no roads for waggons. Boat- 
able streams are almost the only moans of coinrmmiea- 
tion, and the only parts settled. Adjacmit villages are 
often connected by footpaths. In the higher districts, 
roads are general, and kept in tolerable repair. 

Cultivators of the soil do not reside on <leta(:hed 
farms, but always in villages, for mutual protection 
against wild beasts and robbei?;. Indeed, as to a/c/r 
there is no such thing in Burniah. Each family culti- 
vates a piece of the neighbouring ^-uiig](', and brings the 
product* into tb»^ villagt?, where lUc cattle also are 
brought for security. \Vhcii there are neither water- 
courses nor springs, wells are dug, which yield good 
water. Instead of a bucket, a basket, is used eoaii:d 
with damar, and attached to a i‘o[ic held in the hand ; 
but often it is fastem d to a long lever, balanced >n a 
high post, preeiseiv like the well-sweeps of New Eng- 
land. 

Tho wages of labour a>;e two or three times liighcr 
than in any other par. of India — a fact which strongly 
indicates scanty populatioji. A ec.inmun coolcy, oi* iield- 
hand, receives five or ix rupee . per month, ides iiis 
provis-'ons, which are worth alHJiit two rup^'es ir.ore. 

Rice beint^ universally preferrc'd to every thing else 
for food^it is raised wherever it will giov, ; and ’n the 
vast delta of the Irrawaddy, is almost t vciusivel^ cul- . 
tiy^d, Ii|. mo and quality it is greatly superior to I 
tw of The riverdands are surpassingly rich, ’ 


and, even under their present imperfect system of ]iu« 
bandry, yield more than a hundred fold. Two crono 
in a year may bo raised. The Burmans mentioned 
me about forty kinds of rice, and I saw at least eiido 
or ten. “ ^ 

Cotton, of various kinds, is raised with tho utmost 
facility, in every part of the country, but chiefly in 
region extending from Promo, on both sides of the river 
some sixty or seventy miles above Ava. It is sown aj 
tho same time as paddy, viz., May, and gathered about 
November. The same ground is seldom used two sue- 
cessive years. A space is cleared of brush and grass 
burnt over, and the seed sown broadcast. The annual 
kinds are exclusively cultivated ; but the British have 
introduced into their portions of the country tho Per- 
nambuco and other perenniiil kinds, which promise to 
succeed well, and attain to a great size. Much of tlio 
crop is exported across tlie country to China, but the 
principal part is consumed in household manufactures! 

Tlie nankin, or red cotton, is cultivated largely, and* 
is preferred for vvonien’s en-gyecs or short gowns. 
This kind is chiefly obtained from tho Shyaiis, wlio also 
manufacture tho cloth just named, and find a ready 
market for it at Ava. 

Though eotton-seed iu America has been till lately 

sod only for manure, and rarely (tven for that, not a 
kernel is wasted in Burinah, nor oven used as manure. 
Some is used for oil, for the expression of which tluy 
have good mills, turned hy bullocks. Some is made 
into torches for public feasts, by being placed in a nar- 
row jar, and sprinkled with oil ; and a very consider- 
able part is eaten. It is sbjeped till it sprouts, and is 
a^ higlily-prized food in districts where rice is scarce. 
The young j)lant is sometimes used also as an esculent. 

'J’obaeco grows wild in many )>lac(‘.s, and is ciiltivnti d 
in most parts of tho country. 'I'here are several kinds, 
some of which is not .surpass(*d for .smoking by the lim ht 
Havana. The be.st .sorts and qua liiii’.s sell at about, a 
rupee avis.s; tlie middling sorts, about half that jtrico; 
and the j)oor(?st, four or tivi; viss for a rupee*. Tlie 
best i.srai.sc‘d on the rich levels of the maritime districts, 
ami water-courses, Tho culture of this articK’ lui^iit 
be alnio.st indefinitely increased ; but it has not l)ecoiiic 
an article of (‘xport. From 1000 to 1200 poimds arc 
yield(?d per acre, on an average. 

A little is used for chewing ; Init tlhU!onsiimptlon tni* 
.smoking is very great, not in i>ip< s, but in cigars, or 
cheroots, w ith w rappc'rs made of tlie leaves of tlie Th'*!!- 
net tree. In making them, a little of the dried rn.a, 
choppeil line, is added, and sometimes a small porliui 
of sugar. These are sold at a rupee a thoii^^aiul. 

The uplands produce wheat, and various (;ther gniiii.s 
with scarcely any lahour, as w<dl a.s hean.s, ;iini 

e.sculents, in great variidy. The wheat cr(.q» is from 
twenty to fifty fold; the grain is heavy and .sound, and 
the success of the crop us lilieJy as any oilier. The 
jndcc at Ava is ahvays greatly less than that of rice, 
viz., about fifty cents oer buslicl. , 

Rice, too, is iiotexc'iided from high land cultivation. 
The belter (jualities cannot be raiseil, nor a gr«'at (piaii- 
tity ; but many varieties are produced, chieily those of 
flic f Titinous kind. Of this sort, some kind.s ary.a btau 
liful ]>urplo, or indigo colour: another kind, called tlio 
Kouk-ynycn-phuoo^ is a largo and very white grain; and 
another, called Kofflc-mytu-nny is a briglit red. Tlio 
avci-age crop, on tii(?.se high lands, is about fifteen fold. 
Between the Jiilly districts and the low flats, inundated 
by the pc;riodLcal risc of river.s, are extensive fiats, well 
adapted to rice, and made to raise it in large (iuautitie.s 
by artificial irrigation. Tho moment is seized when 
the water-course is at its height, and it is thrown up tho 
few remaining feet. A shallow basket, coated with 
damar, is fastened to a long handle, and so balanced by 
a cord from above, as to make the dipping of the water 
an easy and rapid process. 

Several kinds of millet (holcus), among which is the 
andropogon cernuum^ are largely raised for food iu the 
upper provinces, where rice is comparatively dear, ami 
to Bom^ extent in alk They luxuriantly witn 



very liitle care, and yield a Hijfhly nutritive food, though 
little valued in comparison with rice. 

Indian corn, called hero Pyoung, mws well wher- 
ever planted, but is cultivated iu too rfovenly a manner 
to produce as it might. It is rarely given to cattle, 
but is consumed by the natives in a green state, and is 
sold, ready boiled, in all the bazaars, at a mere song. 
The common yield is from fifty to seventy fold. 

Among the most esteemed varieties of pulse are a 
sort of kidney-bean {phaseolus ; and several kinds 
of French bean [tiolichos^ ; and Gram {cicer arieiiniim)^ 
called by the natives Kula-paiy or “ foreigner’s bean,” 
wJiich produces very abundantly, but is raised in small 
(juantities, and chiefly in the nortliern districts. 

The Nhan {sesamum orientate) is largely cultivated, 
chiefly for an excellent oil, which it yields abundantly, 
and which is used both for food, unction, and light. It 
seems to bo the same plant calh'd Vanglo in the West 
Indies, and Bonny in our southern states. It is a de- 
licate anniiaJ, from two to five feet higli, leaves three 
inches long, opposite, downy. 

The Mong-nyen {sinapis orientalis) is also raised in 
considerable quantities, chiefly for tlic oil, which is an 
excellent substitute for butter, and is much used also 
as ail unguent. 

The certainty and regularity of the periodical rains, 
ill the western and easU:ru districts, render a general 
failure of crops altogether unknown. In the middle 
region, round Ava, the reverse is Koinetiincs true. 

Wliether the true In^mp is cultivated in Burinali I 
know not, but Dr Wallicli saw the beautiful singUi 
iancoolate-Ieaved erotalaria raised for that purpose. 

'I'he tea-plant grows indigenous in all the upper pro- 
vinces, and is raised in large quantities for exportation 
to tliy rest of th(} eountry. I’art of it is prepared as a 
pickle, ill wliieh form it is a favourite article of food 
among all classes ; and part is dried and put up in hard 
round balls. 1 useil the latter during iny whole rcsi- 
<leiiee in the country, and coincide witli all the inis- 
hionaries iu iironouiieing it ciiual to tln^ best black teas 
of Cliiiia. The taste, however, is somewhat peculiar, 
and few arc fond of it at lirst. It is generally su])posed 
te Come from China, being mostly brought by the 
Cjiincsc and Shyaii caravans ; but sevi'ral (»f the cliief 
men at Ava assured mo it is thi' product of their own 
territories, purchasc il on the way. It stdls at Ava, at 
about one rupee a viss (t\V(dvo cents per pound). In 
the lower provinces, it brings double that [irico. But 
fven at llie laltm’ rate, it is exceedingly cheai». There 
is no obstruction to its exportation. 

illack pepper is indigenous, and in some places small 
vjuantities arc cnltivatitd. It might be made a great 
iO’tieb.* of cx])ort ; but tbe natives do not esteem it as a 
ciMidinund, iirefcrriiig the long red pejiper, or chilly. 
Tile lattor article might also be made an iinponaiit 
article of eoinmcrce, and is noiv exported to some ex- 
h at. Wiih it the pcojile of the upper districts pur- 
cliase rice, A.c.j from the lower districts. Jt i- louiid 
^vild iu great quantities. Cultivaiion st'eins to iiici’casc 
flic size but not the pungency of the plant. 

Tlie sugar-cane attains its hill size and richness in 
ftrtili? {jphts, and sugar might be exiiorteil to a great 
extent. Millions of acres, adapted to its most success- 
hil cultivatiiui, lie wholly uniiihabued. Though almost 
every Burmau raises a little sugar-cane, it is merely to 
bo eaten in its natural state, ami none, that I know of, 
I’osort to it fur sugar. The Chinese round Uny*ra- 
poora make a considerable qua i tit y of exeeJlent light- 
brown sugar, which is .sold very cheap. They also clay 
some of it, and produce an article as iviiite as our loai 
fsagar, but much aliridgod of its sweet m\<H. 

Indigo grows wild, and is cultivated also to some ex- 
tent. The mode of extracting the dye is unskilful, and 
Ibc whole product is used in the fabrii^s ot the country. 
The high price of labour will forbid the exportation of 
this article. 

The ground-nut (arachis hypogasa) grows well, and 
fn many places is attended to, and produced^ in consi- 
derable quantity : but as a general thing, it i& entirely 
disregarded. 


The pro<{i&fiia of faidiog gardoh vogeiiibles Is much th<i 
same as with us. 

Honey is exceedingly plenty, but always derived from 
wild bees. It is less prized than that from Yannan, 
and is of a darker colour ; but is consumed largely, and 
exported to some extent. In obtaining it, the bees aro 
not destroyed. 

The wild animals of the country aro the elephant, 
elk, tiger, leopard, buffalo, doer (of several species), 
antelope, bison, nylghau, rhinoceros, wolf, goat, hare, 
racoon, serval or mountain cat, civet cat, tiger cat, 
pole cat, hog, black bear, porcupine, ichneumon, squirrel 
(of several kinds), baboon, and monkey (of many kinds), 
mole, otter, and rat. Some of these are scarce, others, 
particularly the elephant, tiger, deer, hog, and rat, ar© 
very abundant. 

Elephants are most abunclaiit and noble in Pegu, but 
arc numerous in some of the mountain districts. The 
feline animals aro most abundant in the maritime dis- 
tricts. Much is said of the white elephants of Burmah« 
There is now but one known to exist in tho empire— 
an old and remarkably line animal, which has long been 
the pride of royalty at Ava. He seems to he an albino. 

It is very remarkable that the jackal, though found 
in gi(‘at numbers over nearly all the warm regions of 
tlie Avorld, and particularly numerous in Bengal and 
(Tiittagong, is wholly unknown in Burmali. Yet the 
mountains which divide Burmah from the adjacent 
jackal regions, aro not only jiassable in many places for 
travellers, but have open roads or paths, constantly 
used. Tile whole cants genus, except the common 
house-dog, seems wanting in Burmah. Neither the 
jackal, fox, wolf, nor hyena, have yet been found in th© 
country. 

Tlicro aro alligators of at least two species, and some 
attain the largest size. Inthetidc-waters they literally 
swarm, and not uufrequcntly kill men sleeping on thd 
little boats. >^}iarks abound at the mouths of the rivers. 
Turtles and tortoises are very common on the coast ; 
and some places are so frequented by tluirn to lay their 
eggs, that tho s])uts arc farmed out by government for 
a consid(*rable sum. 

The domestic animals are the buffalo, bram iny cattle, 
horse, ass, mule, goat, dog, hog, cat, sheep. Some of 
these are very ran*. Jiuleed, none are common but 
horses, horned cattle, ami dogs. Animal food being 
prohibited by their laws, none are raised for food ; and 
woollen garments being little known, sheep arc not 
wanted for wool. Exet pt a flock owned by the king, I 
heard of none belonging to natives. KngUsh gentlemen 
sometinu'H keep a few fitr the sake of the mutton, w'hicli 
run with tho goats, kept for milk, and are tended by 
tin same man. l^o entirely in lliese hot climates do 
slicep lose their dislincuvc features, that, in seeing 
them niixed with goats, 1 never could tell them apart. 
Tliey are never white, as w ith us, and tlicir wool dege- 
nerates into liair. May not this illustrate Matt. xxv. 
3*2, 3.3 — JIc shall separate them one from tho other, 
as a shepherd uivideth the sheej) from the goats!” 
Though an uuaccustomed eye could not discern thd 
dilft'ivm'e, the .'ihep^erd knows each perfectly. So, 
though, in this W’orld, Iiypoerites mingle with God’s 
people, ami resemble tlieili, the ‘‘ Great Shepherd” in- 
stantly detects them, and, at the appointed time, will 
umMTingly divide them. 

Tlio br.aminy cattle arc not numerous. The buffalo 
is used instead, and is tho same which is common in 
Siam, Asam, and Chiini. A correct idea can bo had 
from the annexed drawing. It is of twice the size of tli© 
bramiiiy ox, of a dark dun colour, w ith huge black horns. 
Tho animal is remarkable for its aquatic habits. 
Being nearly destitute of hair, insects annoy it exceed- 
ingly, and it goiiorally takes its repose in the water, 
with but a part of its head visible. He is managed by 
a cord passed through the septum of the nose, and 
draws in a yoke like ours, gouerally single, and not id 
pairs. To see an animal so huge, and generally 86 
ferocious, thus easily humbleil and restrained, thro^ a 
strong light on the 19th chapter of 2d Kings ; aud oiten. 



1 tew a lihM lead a buffalo thus> 1 wae reminded of 
Sennacherib, the mighty, the prosumijtuous Sennacherib. 
Full of conhdenco in his overwhelming force, he stands 
ready to devour Israel, " as the green herb, and as the 
grass of the held,” (v. 26), and, like a roaring bull. 
Utters** his rago against God.” Ilow calm and con- 
temptuous are the words of Jehovah ! “ Because thy 
rage against ino, and thy tumult, is come up into miue 
ears, therefore T will put my hook i:i thy nose, and my 
bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way 
by which thou earnest.” (v. 28.) I am still struck with 
it daily. The contempt expressed in comparing him to 
a beast of burden, and the ease with which God could 
lead him away, like a bullock by the nose, are very fine. 



The Uuffalo. 


The breed of horses is .small, but excellent, resem- 
bling in many points the Canadian pony. They are 
capable of enduring great fatigue, and never need shoe- 
ing, but arc not used for draught. For this latter pur- 
pose the buffalo is principally employed. 

Dogs, breeding unrestrained, arc so numerous iu the 
villages as to be a sad nuisance, to foreigners at least. 
Receiving very little attention, they are compelled by 
hunger to eat every species of offal, and in this respect 
are of some service in a country whore scavengers are 
unknown. 

The elephant must of course be named among do- 
mestic animals, as W'cll as wild. All, wild and tame,aro 
owned by the king ; but great men keep more or less, 
as they are perniitted or re(|iiired. There are said to 
betw'o thousand of them in the empire, properly trained. 
Next to the white elephant, tliose are most prized who 
have most flesh-colour about the ears, liead, and trunk. 
This always appeared to me a blemish, and has a dis- 
eased, spotted appearance. Tlie other points of beauty 
are to have the lore legs bow out much in front, and 
the crupper to droop very low. 

Buriiians rarely use them for any other purpose than 
riding or war. Instead of preferring females, as do the 
more efleiuinute Hindus, because more docile, Burinans 
will scarcely use them. They are kept for breeding, 
and for decoys in capturing the wild animal. It lias 
been often denied that the elephant will breed in a 
domestic state; but it is most certainly the fact in this 
country, .and to a considerable extent. J have often sv. n 
them in the pastures with their young. The process of 
catching and taming elephants it too similar to that 
practised elsewhere in the east to need description here. 

The ornithology of Burmah has never yet been given, 
but is probably similar to that of Hindustan, on which 
splendid and extensive works are before the public. 

The Henza, or Braminy goose, a si»eeieb of kite, is 
the symbol of the empire, but is not regarded with 
religious veneration. Ivites seem to remain only iu the 
dry season. In the foroiits are found the vulture, hawk, 
partridge, parrot, pheasant, bird of paradise, doves of 
several varieties (one almost as large as a lien), raven, 
two species of pheasa its, a great varieiy of ^foodpeckers, 
spanows, and martins. Bea-fo ,vls are*both • lid and 
tame, as rre also pigeons and parrots. Jungle-fowl 
abound in the forests. It resembles the 'ominoa barn- 
yard fowl, except that, like other wild lowl, ita plumage 
IS invariably the same, namely, a dark red, with black 


breast and legs. The n/ale crows like the common 
cock. The flesh is excelient food. 

Wild ducks (of several varieties), cormorants, pdi, 
cans, plovers, snipe, teal, and a variety of other aquatic* 
birds, are common. Sparrows are so numerous as to 
in some places a serious injury to husbandmen. The 
beautiful and sagacious bottle-nest sparrow (some- 
times called to(My-hird) is abundant. It has no song, 
but a cheerful chirp ; and as tlioy associate in conunii! 
nities, they enliven the place of their retreat most 
agreeably, 'riie nest lias often been described. It may 
rather be called a house, as it is seldom less than a foot 
in height, and twice as much in circumference, contain- 
ing not only the nest where incubation is porforniod, 
but an apartment for the male bird, who gives much ol 
his time to his mate during this process. Few Burnian 
birds have a pleasant song, though some arc by no 
means disagreeable. 

Around villages, crows are Imiinnerable. Secured 
from molestation by Burman faith, and ft:d by the pa- 
goda offerings, they multiply without restriction, 'riiongli 
valuable as general scavengers, they are often very 
troublesome, oven coming into the. houso and stealing 
food from the table, 'fhe noise of them at Tavoy, ]{an- 
goon, and some other places, kept up all day, by tliou- 
sands, was to me, for the first few days, exceedingly 
annoying. 

I Domestic fowls arc common. Among the varii.'tiosis 
one w'hose feathers, skin, and bones, are perfectly blaidc. 
I often ate tliein, but perceived no difler(*nee in the 
taste, except, perhajis, that tlioy^ are more tc'iuler. 1 lucks 
are somewhat common, but geese are very rare, and 
tui'keys have not been introdueed. 

Fishes are iu multitude s on all the coasts, and in 
ev«Ty river, creek, and even tank. I'ew of tln'in re- 
semble tliose of onr honiispliere ; but in qualitysoine 
are quite equal to the best we liavo. About JiJ'/f/ kinds 
have been noticed, but I cf)n!d only get the Ibiglisli oi’ 
Bengalee names of the following: - cokiip, beckty, mul- 
let (four or five kinds), jiomfn r, liilsali or sable, salii r 
or luckwali, riu'c, sole, mango, catfisii, (m> 1, bunn la uv 
latea, carp, ikitina, pimga, flounder, skate, and rock-cud. 

J^rawns, crabs, oy.ster.s, mussels, periwinkh's, eociJt s, 
«S:e. A;c., are fouiul in any ((iiaiitity on the sia-board, 
and ill some place's are a gooil deal ri'Iied on for food. 

i{eptil(?s are numerous, but less troublesoiiu' or 
dangerous than is .sup] H>sed in this irountry. Injuri<s 
from th<?ni are very rare, even among native.s wIidm: 
habits expose tliem more than foreigners. 

Serpents are numeroii.s in some ])laees, lint few .'ire 
venomous. A species of water-snaluj is dveailed asino^t 
poisonous. The boa constrictor, and several specii's * ! 
cobra, are occasionally seen of large size. Tlie forim i' 
are .sometimes killed with a kid, or even a calf, in their 
stomachs entire ! TIio rat -snake is often six feet long, 
and even more. One of the most dreaded snakes is a 
species of viper, which is perfectly deaf, and cannot be 
aw’iiked by any noise ; the slighte.st touch, however, 
ron.ses it in an instant. • 

iSeorpion.s an; of two kinds, lilack, and wliitisli brmvn. 
The former attain the length of tive or six inches, and 
their bite i.s often fata). The latter are more coininon, 
but smaller and le.ss venomous. At Mergui, and po.s- 
sibly elsewhere, tliere is a flying lizard, about live 
inche.s long, not unlike the common picture of the ilragon. 

I procured and preserved several in alcohol, which are 
now in the Museum of the Bo.ston Society of Natural 
History. The wings are leathery, like those of a bat, 
and extend along the wholfi side of the body. TJiey b^' c 
about the same power of flight as tho flying squirrel ol 
our country. • v. i f 

iiizards of various kinds are conmion. They inhabj 
pagodas, trcc.s, rocks, and tlie roofs of luaises. A sma 
kiiul, w'liich feeds principally upon flies, inhabits a 

dwelliiig-hou8e.s. It is always a welcome resident, and ^ 

allowed to run about tho walls, and even come upon the 
table to catch the insects which gather round tho lamp. 
The Touktay, or Gecko, is a beautiful creature, about six 
inchea long. Some consider it venomous, but this ts no 




clear* the Pa-dat attamd a ttlucli gteatcrsizo than the 
Touktav. The Then4ike ia apt to sting, arid is by some 
aeemed poisonous. The Poke^then, a sort of chameleon, 
with a mane along the top of his neck, which changes 
colour beautifully. It is called in Madras the blood- 
sucker. The Iguana is generally from two to four feet 
long, including the tail. Sometimes they are seen as 
largo as a child seven or eight years old. They are not 
common, except in the jungle ; and are prized as a very 
adicate food. 

Spiders of various sorts are, of course, not wanting ; 
some of them are as largo as a common crab, and as 
poisonous as hornets. 

Leeches are inconceivably nurnoroiis in many places, 
and so large as to create serious inconvenience to i)er- 
sons who are obliged to work in the water. 

Centipedes are very common. The most common 
kinds are two or three iiudies long ; but some arc double 
that size. Their venom has been greatly exiiggeratcd. 
Many persons wdio have been bitt(ni by them assured 
me that the pain and irdiannnation were not greater 
than are produced by tlie sting of a common bee. It 
varies, as that does, in different persons. 

Insects, in all the varieties coimnoii to a tropical 
climate, abound in Ilurinah ; but there is no record of 
their having been so numerous as to create local devas- 
latioMs. The white ants are most destructive. These 
j;re abundantly described in encyelopmdias. Theniiis- 
<|uito is troublesome in low pl:i(!(?s, but seems not so 
])oisonous as ours, or at l(?ast only to now comers. On 
tlie delta of the Irrawaddy, and some other moist dis- 
Iricts, they swarm so as to fill the air as soon as it is 
dark, and cattle can only bo kc^pt alive, by placing them 
at night in the midst of a thick smoke. 1 have been 
in many i>arts of America, however, particularly the 
Kca-coast of Jersey, where th(‘S(i insects ar(.‘ as trouble- 
some. Papiliones, lihellulje, scarabei, cicadie, eantlia- 
rides, and many mort^, are active? all day, but give 
j>laco to far gn?at<*r multitude's, which fill the air at 
night. I belie'vo no colle?ctioii e»f tlurmaii insects has 
over been made? ; but it was utterly out of my power to 
g:\llior any. 


Cll APTKIl Til. 

I’l-imhition. I'oi'm jind Koaturev. IJuildings. Food. Dress. 
.Manufin and t'lisUuus. Charaeter. CimdUioii of Women. 
Marriaiie. Folygamy. Divtnve. Diseases. Modieal Pnie?tiee?. 
•MidwifiTy. I'^inerai'. Aninsenient.s. 3iasual Iiistruiucuts. 
iManul’actuivs. 

l'i;\v countries have liad their j)e»pulation so variously 
estimated. Uld geeigraphics stated it at JO, 000, 000 ; 
Svnimos inaele it 1 7,000,000 ; Cox afterwards reduced it 
to U,(l(U),00U ; and IJalhi allows it only 3,700,000. The 
cliiet'woou-gyee? at Ava iiifemmedrne that the last census 
gave a total e»f 300,000 hemses. Allowing a fraclie.m short 
eif se?vcn persoifs to .a house, this w'oiild make ‘2,000,000 ; 
jiresmnmg one-third of the' houses to liave csc.aped eiiu- 
iiieratioii, wo have 3,000,000. After the? most cartifiil 
innuiri^s, 1 am le*d te? put down the number of the in- 
habitants, te) wbeim the! lJurmaii tongue is vernacular, 
at 3,000,000. This estimate was confirme'd by many 
persons and numerous facts. 'I'he Shy.ins are probably 
3,000,000 more, and, w-itli otTier subsidiary tribes, Imng 
up tile? total population to about tin? estimate of Cox. 

The people, though not so tall as Hindus, are more 
athletic. Tdie iiverage height of men i.^ abemt five f(?et 
two inches, and eif women h'ur feet ten inches; that is 
to say, about four or five inclie^s slieirto* than the 
average height eif Europeans. Women have more 
f’lf.'ndeii* limbs than men, but are universally squaro- 
*>hould(?red. Corpulence is not more frequent than in 
this country. In features they arc totally dissimilar to 
|ho Hindus, and rath(?r refteniblo the M.alays, cstKcially 
hi the prominence of elH?elv-l)oncs, and siiuaivnos*- of 
the jaw. The nose is never prominent, but often flat, 
and the lips generally thick. Tlie complexion of young 


children^ arid those ^ho have not been exposed to the 
sun, is that of our brightest mulattoes. Few, except 
ainorig the higher classes, retain this degree of fairness, 
but none ever become, by many shades, so black as 
Hindus. I saw few whose complexions were clear 
enough to discover a blush. The standard of beauty 
seems to be delicate yellow ; and in full dress, a cos- 
metic is used by ladies and children which imparts this 
tint. It is remarkable that this hue should be admired 
not only here, but amongst the almost black natives of 
Hindustan, and the many-coloured inhabitants of the 
islands of the Indian Ocean. 

The hair of the head is very abundant, always black, 
rather coarse, and rendered glossy by frequent anoint- 
ings. On the limbs and breast there is none, strongly 
contrasting in this respect with Hindus, whose bodies 
are almost covered with liair. Their beard is abun- 
dant on the upper lip, but never extends over the 
cheeks, and is but scanty on the chin. 

Puberty does not occur much earlier than with us ; 
women bear children to nearly as late a period. The 
average length of life sceqis not perceptibly different 
from that of Europe. 

Dwellings arc constructed of timbers, or bamboos set 
in the earth, with lighter pieces fa.stened transversely. 
When good posts are used, they are set seven feet 
apart ; lighter ones and bamboos are placed closer. A 
frame set on stone or brick pillars, is never seen. The 
sides are (?ovc?re(l, some witli mats, more or less sub- 
stantial and costly ; or with thatch, fastened with split 
rataiis. 'J’he roof is usually of thatch, even in the best 
houses. It is very ingeniously made and fastened on, 
and is a perfect security against wind or rain. The 
cheapest is made of strong grass, six or seven feet long, 
bent over a thin strip of cane four feet long, and stitched 
on with ratan. A better kind is made of attap or 
dennee leaves, in tlie same manner. Tliose are laid on 
like wide boards, lapping over eacli other from twelve 
to eighteen inclujs. They eost a mere trifle, and last 
about three years. 

T’lie floor is of split cane, elevated a few feet from 
the earth, secures ventilation and cleanliness, and 
makes them far more comfortable and tidy than the 
houses of Bengal. Tlie open crevices between the slats, 
however, too niton invite carelessness, by suffering offal 
and dirty fluids to pass tlirough ; and not imfrcquontly, 
among the lower ranks, the space under the house is a 
nasty mud-hole, alive with vermin. The doors and 
windows are of mat, strengthened with a frame of bam- 
boo, ainl tied fast at tin? top. When opened, they are 
propped up with a bamboo, and form a shade. Of 
course, there arc no chimneys. Cooking is done on a 
sliallow box, a yard square, filled w'ith cartli. The 
whole house may he put up in two or tliree days, at an 
expense of from .sixty to one hundred rupees, though 
many do not cost half that sum. Posts of common 
timber last from ten to tifteen years, iron-wood forty or 
fifty, and good teak eiglity or a hundred. The houses 
of the more ojnilent, in large toAvns, are built of wood, 
with plank floors and panelled doors and window 
shuttei*s, hut without latli, plaster, or glass. 

Such houses furiiisR a flin? liarbour for spiders, W'orms, 
lizards, and centipedes, but eri?ate no inconveni^ce in 
gcncml, except the particles of dust which are con- 
stantly powdered down from tin? thatch, as the w^orms 
eat it up. The lizards arc? not only harmless but use- 
ful, consuming flies, musquitoes, A.c. The centipedes 
are poisonous ; but it is vex'y rare that any one is bitten, 
and the result is merely a painful swelling and iutlam- 
iiiation for a few days. 

The rank of the opulent is particularly regarded in the 
architecture of the dw'elling, and a deviation from rule 
w'ould be instantly marked and punished. The dis- 
tinction lies chiefly in hips or stages in the roof. 

The whole of the architectui’al skill of this people is 
by no means exhibited in their dw^elliiigs. Some of the 
zayats, pagodas, and temples, are truly noble. There 
can bo no doubt that if the people were not probi- 



bi^thdjr 0^ eY^tfer tliemiselve^ ^bgUiiitM 
•tone ot brick bnii4iiig9. It has been said that they 
have lost the art of turning an arch, but this is wholly 
a mistake. I have seen many fine arches, of largo span, 
evidently erected witliin a few years, and some not yet 
finished, constructed wholly by Burman masons. The 
stucco, which covers all buildings, is put on witli extra- 
ordinary durability, and generally with tasteful orna- 
ments. Floors and brick images, covered in this way, 
have often a polish equal to the most exquisitely wrought 
marble. The mortar is made of the best lime and sand, 
with a liberal mixture of jaggery, but without hair. 
No one can form a proper estimate of Burman archi- 
tecture who has not visited Ava, or one of the ancient 
seats of government. Religious structures are there 
far more numerous and magnificent than in distant 
parts of the empire. As in other countries, tlie slate 
religion shines most, in temporal endowments and 
honours, in the neighbourhood of the metropolis. 

Though Barmans spend all their zeal on useless pa- 
godas, there are near the capital some other structures 
©r public utility. Some tanks have been constructed, 
which secure irrigation, and consequent fertility, to a 
fine region of adjacent country. One of these, near 
Mokesobo, is truly a noble work. Across the little 
river at Ava, and the marsh adjacent, is a very long 
bridge, which I have not seen surpassed in India, ami 
ecarcciy in Europe. Various other edifices, both civil 
and railitax'v, ornament the metropolis, and would do 
honour to any people. 

The favourite food, in common with all India and 
China, and universally used by all who can afford it, is 
rice. This is often eaten without any addition whatever, 
but generally with a nice curry, and sauces of various 
stewed melons, vegetables, &c. Except among the very 
poor, a little meat or iisli is added. Sw(‘ot oil, made 
from the sesamum seed, enters largely into their season- 
ing. But the great condiment is ehillio, or capsicum. 
From the highest to tlie lowest, all season their rice 
with this plant. The consumption is ineiuMiibly great, 
and in its dried state it forms a con.sideral)Ic branch of 
internal trade. The wlK»le pod, with its se^ids, is ground 
to powder on a stone (a little water being added if tlie 
peppers are dried), and mixed with a little turmeric, 
and onions or garlic, ground up in the same manner, 
and generally acidified with some sour juice: often, 
instead of water, the expressed juice of rasped cocoa 
nut is used to make the curry. In this the fish or 
meat is stewed, if they have any, and a very palatable 
•auce is made, at almost no expense. Sweet oil, made 
of the cocoa-nut, sesamum, or mustard seed, is a very 
admired addition to their various messes, and almost 
entirely supersedes? the use of butter. The latter is 
used only in the clarified state, called pau-hof, and by 
jEuropeans glice. 

In the upper districts, where rice is dearer than 
below, wheat, maize, sweet pf)tatoes, onions, peas, beans, 
and plantains, enter largely into the common (bet. 
Indeed, a Burman seems alinf)st literally oumivorouH. 
A hundred sorts of leaves, suckers, blossoms, and roots, 
are daily gathered in the jungh’* and a famine seems 
almost impossible. Snakes, lizards, grubs, ants’ eggs, 
&c., are eaten without hesitation, and many are deeiiioil 
delicacies. An animal which lias died of itself, or the 
awolleu carcass of game killed with poisoned arrows, is 
just as acceptable as other meat. Like the ancient 
Romans, the Bunoans are very fond of certain wood- 
worms, jparticulurly^a very large gpccier found in the 
trunks of plantain-i rcc-s. 1 have seen scvenil foreigners, 
who had adopted it one of their delicacies. 

Though the law forbids ihe taking of life, no ono 
9<pl*aples to eat wh it is r. r.^j^dy .;,d ; »»•'! tlicre are 
dlways sinners encAgh to teanctiinonious ones 

supplied with animal food, i rubbed, vory I'v scruple 
to take game or fish. Thousand.. <>f the natives are 
fishermen by profession. 1 aslu^d som-: of these what 
they thought would booome of tliem iu the next state. 
They admitted that they must suffer myriads of years I 


for taking eo nduuiy lives, but wcuU g^erally ad^ 
WhiU can we dot — our wives and children muE 
eat,” 

Cooking is done in a thin, earthen pot, narrow at th 
mouth, placed close to the fire, on throe stones. Ver 
little fuel is used, and this of a light kind, often th 
stalks of flowers, reminding me of the remark of ou 
Saviour (Matt. vi. 30), when he reproved unreasonabl 
anxiety about raiment. The variety of modes in whic; 
the difierent kinds of rice are prepared is surprisin' 
With no other addition than sugar, or a few nuts, or , 
rasped cocoa-nut, they make almost as many delicacic 
as our confectioners ; and such as I tasted were equal); 
palatahlo. 

Though their wlicat is of the finest quality, it is mud 
less valued tlian rice, and sells for less money. It 
n.amo, “ forcignoi*’s vice,” shows it not to be indigenous 
but wlien it was introduced is not know'u. Its bein 
also called gyong, which is a Bengalee name, intimate 
that it might have been received from thence. Animal 
are fed with it, and, in some places, it forms a larg 
part of tho people’s subsisteiico ; not ground and inadi 
into bread, but cooked, much as they do rice. Tin 
bread made of it by foreigners Ls remarkably whiti 
and good, the fresh juice of the t<iddy-tree furiiisliiiii 
the be.st of leaven. Tho bakers are generally Benga 
lose, wdio grind the flour, in tlie manner so often aIJu(J('( 
to in Scripture, in a haiul-Tnill. Wherever ther(? an 
Europeans, there are some t)f these baktu’s, who funiisl 
fresh breatl every day, at a rate not dearer than witl 
us. 

Ill editing. Barmans iis(‘ their fingers only, :ihvuy! 
washing tlieir bauds before and after, and geiieraJly 
their mouths also. A largo .salvor contains tho 
boiled rice, and another the little dishes of varioui-: 
curries and sauces. 

They taluj Inigc moutld'uls, and chew the rice a good 
deal. Soinetiincs a handful is pressed in the ]»alm fill 
it re.sembles an egg, and is in tliat form tliriist into the 
moutl). Tho qaantity taken at a meal is l.aige, but 
I scarcely half of tliat devoured by a liengaU e. Onl> 
tl’.c right hand is used in (‘ating, the left being cmh- 
.signed to the more uncleanly .acts, '.riiey eat but twici’ 
:i-(luy, oneo about t'ight or nine o’clock, and again ic* 
wards sunset. They avoid drinking before or during 
eating, on tlie plea th.nt they then could not cat 
much : after eating, tiny take free draughts of pure 
water, and lie down to take a sliort nap. 

The dress of men in tlio lower elasses, while eiigagod 
in labour, is a cotton clotlj, called pett-sv, about four and 
a lialf yards long, ;iud a yard wide, jiasst'd round the 
hips, and between tlie thigli.s, most of it being gatlieivd 
into a knot in front. Wlien not at work, it is loosed, 
and j>aK.scd round the hips, and over the shouldor. 
covering, in a graceful inanner, nearly the whole body. 
A huge part of the people, especially at Ava, wear this 
of silk ; and tliero is scarcely any one w’ho has not silk 
for special days. A jacket witli sleeves, called 
generally of whiles muslin, but sometimes of broadcloth 
or velvet, is added, among the liiglier ckusses, but not 
habitually, except in eohi w’eatlior. It buttons at tho 
neck and bottom. Dressed or iiiidrossed, all wear the 
turban, or goun-honvg, of book-inu.sliu, or cotton hand- 
kerchiefs. The entire aspect of a respectable Burmsin’s 
dress is neat, doeorons, and gi-aceful. Ou the feet, wlit'ii 
dre.s.sed, are worn sandals of wood, or cow-hide covered 
with cloth, and held on by straps, one of W’hich passes 
over the instep, tho other over the great toe. On enter- 
ing a house, these are always left at the door. 

Women universally wear :i tc-mine, or jietticoal, or 
cotton or silk, lin(‘d with muslin. It is but little wider 
than is sufficient to go round tho body, and is fa.stcne< 
by merely tucking in the corners. It extend.^ froni t lo 
arm-pits to the ankles ; but labouring women, 
after they have borne children, generally gather i 
around the hips, leaving uncovered all the upper pa 
of tho form. Being merfdy lapped over in front, an 
not sewed, it exposes one leg above tho knee, at evei} 
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Qthm when not at wprk, i$ worn^ 
in addition^ an in-gee, or jacket, 
open in thp front, with close, long 
sleeves. It is always made of thin 
materials, and frequently of gauze 
or lace. liabouring women and 
children frequently w’ear, in the 
cold season, a shorter gown, re- 
semhliug a sailor’s jacket, of com- 
mon calico. Nothing is worn on the 
liead. Their sandals are like those 
. of men. The picture represents a 
^ genteel woman, with a cigar, as is 
gr: very common, in her hand. 

- IJoys go naked till they .are five 
" or six in cities, and seven or eight 
country places. Girls begin to 
Bunniin Lady. wear clotliiiig .several yviiva earlier. 

Both sexes wear ornaments in their cars. They are 
not rings, or pendants, but cylinders of gold, silver, 
horn, wood, marble, or paper, passed through a hole 
in tlie soft part of the car. The perforation is at first 
small, but the tube* is from time to time enlarged, till 
it reaches tlic fashionable dimensions of about an inch 
in diameter. As in all countric's, some are extremt; in 
tlieii’ fashions, and such enlarge it still more. I have 
seen some of tliesc ear ornumejits larger round than a 
dollar, 'i'lie boring of a hoy’-s ear is generally made, by 
those wlio can afi'ord it, an occasion of a profuse feast 
and other ontertainments. After the period of youth, 


to por6on« who sit on tho floor with their feet at their 
side, and froni the great fleKibility of the joints of orien- 
tals. It is deemeaa beauty in proportion to its degree 
of flexure. I fbund the same fashion prevailing in 
Siam. The stories, in some books, of Uieir dislocating 
their elbow at pleasure, and even putting up the hair, 
&c., with the joints reversed, are absurd. 

The mode of kissing is curious, though natural. In- 
stead of a slight touch of the lips, as with us, they apply 
the mouth and nose closely to the person’s cheek, and 
draw in the breath strongly, as if smelling a delightful 
perfume. Hence, instead of saying, Give me a kii^,’* 
they say, Give me a smell.” There is no word in tho 
language) which translates our word kiss. 

Children are carried, not in the arms, as with us, but 
astride the hij), as is the custom in other parts of India. 
Tho cradle of an infant is an oblong basket, without 
rockers, suspended from the rafters. The lea.st impulse 
sets it swinging ; and the child is thus kept cool and 
unannoyed by the flies. 

The custom of blacking the teeth is almost universal. 
It is generally done about the age of ijuberty. The 
person first chews .alum or sour vegetabhis several 
hours, after which a mixture of oil, lamp-black, and 
j)erhaps other ingredients, is applied with a hot iron. 
When done by the regular professors of the art, it is 
indelible. At the metropolis, tlic practice is getting 
into disrepute', and still more so in tlie British pro- 
vinces; and as intorcoux'so with foreigner.^ increases, 
tlio practice may become obsolete. Whenever I asked 


few seem to care for this decoration, and the holes are 
made to serve for carrying a spare cheroot, or a bunch 
i»f llowers. 

Mini generally w ear mnstachios, but pluck out their 
beard with tweezers : old ])eople sometimes siilVer it to 
grow ; but it never attains to respectable size. Both 
M.'xes, as a jnntt(*r of modesty, pluck out the hair under 
the arm, w’hieh (jcrtainly diminislies the repulsive aspect 
of the naked bust. 

Both sexes Wi'ar tlieir hair very long. i\Ien tie it in 
a knot on the /07> of the head, or intertwine it with their 
Invhan. Women turn it all hack, and, without a comb, 


tlio reason of this custom, the only answer was, What ! 
should wc have white tet.ali, like a dog or a monkey I” 
Almost everyone, male or female, chows tho singular 
mixture called noon: and the lackered or gilded box 
containing the ingredients is borne about on all occa- 
sions. The quid consists of a slice of aroca-mit, a sm^l 
piece of culch, and some tobacco rolled up in .a leaf of 
betel pepper, on which has been smeared a little tem- 
pered quicklime. It creates profuse s.aJiva, and so fills 
np the moutli tiiat they seem to be chewing food. It 
colours the mouth deep red ; and the teeth, if not pre- 
viously blackened, assuiiu? the same colour. It is rather 


form it iut(j a gnu^cliil knot Infiind, frtMjucntly adding expensivt', and is not taken very often through the day. 
chaplets or fe.stoons of fragrant natui'al llowcr.s, strung Smoking tobacco is still more prevalent among both 
(.11 a thread. As much hair is deeiinMl ornamental, they sexes, and is commenced by children almost as soon as 


often add false tresses, which hang down lieliind, in the 
jnainicr shown in the last picture. Both sexes lake 
great pains witli their liair, frc(]uently wa.shing it with 
II species of hai'k, which has the properties of soap, and 
keeping it anointed with s^\cet oil. 

Women are huid of remiering their complexions more 
fair, and at the same time fragrant, by rubhiiig over 
tli(' face the delicate yellow powder already mentioned, 
vliich is also found a great relief in cutaneous erup- 
tions, and is often used for this jairpoBe by tlie mis- 
sicaiary, with success. They occasionaliy .stain the nails 
of the lingers and toes witli a scarh't pigim nt. Bathing 
is a daily haUit of all wlio live in tlu^ vicinity of con- 
venitMii water. I was often reinindc'd, w hile sitting in 
llieir liousc’s in the dusk of the evening, ol our Saviour’s 
rcnuu;lv (John xiii. Id), “He that is washed iioedeth 
not sa.vc to w'ash his feet, hut is clixan every whit. ’ TJio 
nien, having linfslicd their labour, hatln.', and clean 
tlu'insolvos at the river, or tank ; bet walking up with 
wet feet deliles thetn again, so that they cannot with 
propriety come ami take thcii place on the mat or bed. 
Taking up some water, therefore, in a cocoa-nut dijqior, 
out of a large jar wdiich staiivlb at the door of every 
house, tliey easily rinse their feet as they stand on tlie 
st(‘p, and “ are clean every whit.” 

All ranks aro exceedingly loud of llo\v('rs, and dis- 
play great t^iste in arranging tlicra on .dl juiblic occa- 
siens. The pagodas receive daily offerings of these in 
great quantity, and a lady in full di os^* throws festoons 
4 them around her hair. Drc.?sy men, on soccir ’ occa- 
sions, put a few into tho holes in their »uirs. 

In all Burmah pictures, it is observable that the 
arm, when used to prop the body, is curved the wrong 


they aro weaned, I have seen little cieaturcs of two 
or three years, stark imla.'d, tottering about with a 
lighted cigar in their mouth. It is not uncommon for 
them to become smokers even before they are weaned^ 
tlio mother often taking the cheroot from her mouth 
and putting it into that of the infant ! Such universal 
smoking and chewing inalvos a spittoon necessary to 
I cleanly persons. It is generally »ade of brass, in tlie 
shape of a vase, and quite handsome. Hookas are not 
uscul, .ami pii)e.s are uncommon. The cheroot is seldom 
wholly made of tobacco. The wrapper is the leaf of 
the then-nat tree ; fragrant w'ood rasped fine, the dried 
root of the tobacco and some of the proper leaf, mako 
the contents. 

Men are universally tattooed on the thighs and lower 
part of the bod} . Th^' operation is commenced in patches, 
at th(j age of eight or ten years, and continued till tho 
whole is finished. The intended figures, such as animals, 
birds, demons, iu*c traced with lamp-black and oil, 
and pricked in with a pointed instrument. Frequently 
the figures are only lines, curves, &c., with an occasion^ 
cabalistic: word. Tho process is not only painful but 
expensive. 'J'he tattooing of as much surface as may be 
covered by “ six fingers,” costs a quarter of a tical w hen 
performed by an ordinary artist ; but when by one of 
siiiierior qualifications, the charge isliigher. Not to be 
thus tattooed, is considered as a mai’k of cflerainaoy. 
The practice originates not only from its being consi- 
dered ornamental, but a charm against casualtiea. 
Those who aspire to more eminent dccoi’ation have 
another tattooing wdth a red pigment, done in small 
squares upon the breast and arms. 

A few iudividuab, especially among those who hare 



<vnnd 1^ profes&lon, insert under the nkin of the 
anh, just jbelow the shoulder, small pieces of gold, 
copper, or iron, and sometimes diamonds or pearls. 
One of the converts at Ava, formerly a colonel in the 
Bnrman army, had ten or twelve of these in his arm, 
several of which he allowed me to extract. They are 
thin plates of gold, witii a charm written upon them, 
and then rolled up. 

The upper classes sleep on bedsteads, with a thin 
mattrass or mat, but most people sleep on the floor. 
Some have a thick cotton cloth to wrap themselves in 
at night, but the majority use only the clothes worn in 
the day. Sheets are not thought of by any class : even 
Europeans prefer to have their mattrasses enclosed in 
the flue mats of the country, and sleep in suitiible 
dresses. 

Respectable people are always attended in the streets 
by a few followers, sometimes by <iuite a crowd. A 
petty officer of middling rank appears with six or eight : 
one carries a pipe, another a coon-box, another a water- 
goblet, witli the cup turned upside down on tlie mouth, 
another a spittoon, another a nienioraiidum book, Ac. 
All classes use umbrellas wlien walking abroad. Pea- 
sants and laboui’ers, when at work, generally wear hats 
two or three feet in diameter, made of light bark. 

It is scarcely safe for travellers to attempt to pour- 
tray national character. Calm and prolonged inter- 
course, at every place, with men long on the ground, 
and daily contact with natives, mcrclmnts, civilians, 
soldiers, and missionaries, gave me, liowe'vcr, opportu- 
nities for forming opinions such as fall to the lot of few. 

The Burman character ditfers, in many points, from 
that of the IBiidus, and other East Indians. They are 
more lively, active, and industrious, and though fond 
of repose, are seldom idle when thert) is an inducement 
for exertion. When such inducement otters, they 
exhibit not only great strength, but courage and per- 
severance, and often accomplish .what we should think 
scarcely ix'ssible. But these valuahh; traits are ren- 
dered nearly Tiseless, by tlio want of a higher grade of 
civilisation. The poorest classes, furnisluMi by a iiappy 
climate with all necessaries, at the price of only occa- 
sional labour, and tin? few who are abt)ve that necessity, 
find no proper pursuits to fill up their leisure. Jhioks 
arc too scarce to enable them to improve by rc?ading, 
and games grow' wearisome. No one can indulge; pride 
or taste in tlie display, or scarct.'ly in the use, of wealth. 
By improving his lands orJioiises beyond his neighbours, 
a man exposes himself to extortion, and perhaps per- 
sonal danger. The pleasures, and oven tlie follies, of 
refined society, call forth talents, diffuse wealth, an<l 
stimulate business ; but here are* no such excitements. 
Folly and sensuality find gratification almost without 
effort, and without «fctpcn(litiire. Sloth, then, mu.st be 
tlie repose or the poor, and the busines-s of the rich. 
From this they resort to the chase, the seine, or the 
athletic game ; and from those relapse to quie.sceiit in- 
dulgence. Thus life is wasted in the profitless alterna- 
tion of sensual ease, rude drudgery, and active sport. 
No elements exist for the im[)i ovement of posterity, ’....d 
successive generations pass, like* the cro]»:s upon thtdr 
fields. Were there but a disposUioii to improve tlio 
mind, and distribute benefits, wliat majesty of piety 
might we not hope to sec in a country so favoured with 
the means of subsistence, and so cheap in ifs modes of 
living! Instead of the many objects of an American's 
ambition, and the unceasing anxiety to amass property, 
the Burman sets a limit to his desires, and wh«.ij that 
is reached, gives himself to repose and enjoyment. 
Instead of w'earing hiVnself out in tudeavouvs to equal 
or surpass his neighbour in dress, food, furniture, or 
house, he easily attain^ the customary standard, beyond 
which he seldom desires to go. 

When strangers e >me to ilicir h<)u..ies, ihvy are hos- 
pitable and courteous; and a mu i may travel <ri,m one 
iend of the kingdom to the other without money, feeding 
and lodging as well, as the people, iiut otlierw .oc they 
have little idea of a^g their neighbi, ar. If a boat or 
a wpggop, Ac., get difficulty, no one stiisi to assist, 


vxim requested. The aeeornmodation of strangers 
and travellers is particularly provided for by myuu 
or caravansaries, built in every village, and often found 
insulated on the highway. These serve at once for 
taverns, town-houses, and churches. ' Here travellers 
take up their abode even for weeks, if they choose ; here 
public business is transacted, and here, if u pagoda be 
near, worship is performed. They are always as well 
built as the best houses, and often are amongst the most 
splendid structures in the kingdom. Though they fur- 
nish, how'ovcr, no accommodations but a shelter, the 
traveller procures at tlie bazaar all he finds necessary, 
or receives, with the utmost promptitude, a full supply 
from the families around. A missionary may travol 
from Olio end of the country to the other, and receive, 
wherever he stops, all that the family can otter. 

Temperance is universal, ^fhe use of all wine, spirits, 
opium, &c., is not only strictly forbidden, both by re- 
ligion and the civil law, but is cntix'ely against public 
opinion. 1 have seen thousands together for hours, on 
public occasions, rejoicing in all ardour, without observ- 
ing an act of violence or a case of intoxication. Burins 
a residence of seven months among them, I never saw 
but one intoxicated ; though the example, alas ! is nut 
wanting on the part of foreigners. It is greatly to be 
deplored that foreigners, particularly Moguls and Jews, 
tempt their boatmen and labourers to drink ardent 
sjiirits, and have taught a few to hanker after it. 

During iny whole residence in the country, I never 
saw an immodest act or gesture in man or woman. The 
female dress eertainly shocks a foreigner by revealing 
so much of the person; but no w'omeii could behave 
more decorously in regard to dress. 1 liavo seen 
hundreds hatlie without witnessing an immodest or even 
cureless Jict, though, as in the ease of woman’s (lr(*ss, 
the exposure of so much of the person would, w ith us, 
be deemed immodest, biven when men go into tljo 
water by themselves, they ke(*p on tlunr pisso. As to 
general chastity, my infuriiiants dilleredso greatly tliat 
1 cannot speak. It is certain, that among the native 
(Jiristians there lias b(‘en mucli trouble produced hy 
the lax morality which prevails in this respect among 
married peojilc. 

Children are treated w itli great kindness, not only by 
the mother, hut the father, w lio when unemployed takes 
the young child in his arms, and seems pleased toalteiul 
to it, while the mother ch'ans her rice, or perhaps sits 
iin<*mj)luycd by liis side, in this regard of the father, 
girls are not made secondary, though, as witli ns, boys 
arc often more valued. I have as oltcn seen lathers 
carrying about and caressing female infants us male. 
Infanticide, except in very rare cases by unmarried 
females, is utterly unknown. A widow with children, 
girls or hoys, is much more likely to be soiiglita.gaiu in 
iiiarriagc than if she liad none. The want of them, on 
a first marriage, is ono of the most frequent causes of 
polygamy. 

Children are almost a.s reverent to parents as among 
the Chinese. They cv/iitiiuio to he greatly controlled 
by them, even to middle life ; and tlie aged, when sick, 
are maintained with great care and ttuiderness. Did 
people are always treated witli inarkeil deference, and 
in uil assemblies occupy tlie best scats among those ol 
their own riuik. 

They are called an inquisitive people, luid may be 
more so than other orientals, but 1 saw no particular 
evidence of it. Ferhaps much of what travellers call 
inquisitiveness is no more than tho common form ol 
salutation. Instead of “ How do you do V* their phrase 
is, “ Where are you going Tiiey eertainly seem fond 
of news, but not less fond of their own old customs, to 
which they cling with great tenacity. 

Gravity and reserve are Jiabitual amongst all classes ; 
caused probably by the despotic character of 
verumeut and the insecurity of every enjoyment. 
are seldom betrayed into anger, and still less 
come vo blows. Tlie women are more easily provoked, 
and vent their spleen with the most frantic violence |» 
voice and gesture^ but do not stvike, Botli sexes uttenii 



their quattelfl, in default of profane oaths, of which ilioir 
language is Imppily destitute, such obscene expressions 
aa can scarcely be conceived; and not content with 
applying them to their adversary, they heap them upon 
his wife, children, and parents. They are certainly far 
from being irritable, and one daily witnesses incidents, 
which among us would excite instant strife, pass off 
without a sign of displeasure. 

Gratitude is a virtue of great rarity. They never, 
on receiving a present or any other favour, make any 
acknowledgment ; nor is there any phrase in the lan- 
guage equivalent to I thank you.’^ Those who have 
associated much with Christians, and especially Chris- 
tians themselves, are exceptions to tlie general rule. 
These, and whoever else wdsh to express thankfulness, 
use the phrase, I think it a favour,” or ‘‘ It is a favour.” 
Buodhism necessarily tends to suppress gratitude by 
keeping up the coustant sense of mercenaviness. I f a 
man docs another a favour, he 8iip])oses it to be in 
order to obtain merit, and seems to feel as though he 
conferred an obligation by giving the opportunity. 

Thieving and pilfering are common, but perhaps not 
more so than in other countries ; and much less so than 
wo might expect, considering the frail and accessible 
nature of their houses. These crimes, too, are for the 
moat part perpetrated by a few of the basc'st sort, and 
cannot be regarded as stumping the character of the 
nation. Tlie inadequacy of tiui government to the pro- 
tection of the people makes it surprising that criminal 
offences are not more common. Sometimes gangs of 
robbers eirennivent a house, and while some plunder 
it, others preclude all aid. Boats are very frequently 
robbed, as the offenders then are not easily traced. 
Murder not unfrequeiitly accompanies these depreda- 
tions. 

Lying, though strictly forbidden in the sacred books, 
prevails among all classes. They may be said to bo a 
nation of liars. 'I’hty never place confidence in the 
word of each ether, and all d(‘aling is done with chica- 
nery and much disputing. Kven when detected in a 
lie, no shame is T)uvnifested ; and ujiless put on oatl 
which a Bunnaii greatly dreads, no reliance whatever 
can be placed on Ukj word of any man. Of course there 
are honoural)lo exceptions to this general character, as 
there are in the other vices. 

Never, perhaps, was there a people more offensively 
proud. From the monarch, who adopts the most grandi- 
io(pient titles he can invent; to the pettiest officer, every 
man seems bloated with self-conceit. Accustomed t 
compiest under every king since Alompva, and holding 
all the adjacent tribes in vassalage, they carry them 
selves in a lordly manner. The meanest citizen seems 
to feel himself superior to the I’cgiians, Karens, Tor 
thous, cSlC., around him. Gradations of rank are most 
minutely and tenaciously maintained, and are .signified 
in every thing. Houses, dniss, betel-box, water-goblet, 
cap, iimbvellu, bor.se-equijnnents, tVe,, are all adjustcul 
by rule. To ride on Jin eli.'phant is the privih'gi? only 
of royalty and high oliice, though often granted us an 
indulgmiee to others. Tlie king alone, and his imme- 
diate family, use a white umbrella ; the next have them 
gi!ded 5 Ihe next red or fringed, next green, Ac. Siib- 
divi.sions of these grades are marked by the number of 
umbrellas of each particular colour. Thus ono has 
twenty, another ton, another eight, and so downwards. 

The very language in which epmmon actions are 
luentioncd, is made to minister to this nlei ty. Thus 
there are three or four w’ays to spealv of oi ory thing, 
such as eating vice, walking out, sU^eping, speaking, 
dying, one of which is alv\ ays used of the king, another 
uf priests, another of rulers, another of common per- 
sons. It would be an insult to use a lower phrase than 
tlj« person is strictly entitled to, though a higher one is 
sometimes used as a sign of special resp(?ct. The same 
difference is made in the w'ords for w aikiug a broad, and 
Juauy more. 

This haughtiness is manifested as grossly to foreign 
atnhassadoi’s as is done in China. They are treated as 
8ui>pliants ami tribute-bearers. It has generally been 


contrived to have them presented on the great ^<beg. 
pardon day,” which occurs once in three months, wh^ 
the nobles are allowed an audience with the king, and 
lay at his feet costly presents. 

Both their religion and government contribute to this 
pride. Holding it as certain that they have passed 
through infinite ti’ansmigrations, they are sure they 
must have been highly meritorious in former states of 
existence to entitle them to be human beings, who are 
but little low’er than Nats, and stand the highest pos- 
sible chance for heaven. 

Burmans seem particularly addicted to intrigue and 
chicanery. The nature of the government tends to this, 

IS will be seen in a subsequent chapter. In dealing 
vith Europeans, they are also tempted to such practices 
)y consciousness of ignorance, and by having often been 
ihamefully overreached. But while evasiveness and 
subtlety are discernible in all their intercourse with 
■vernment men and foreigners, those of the same vil- 
lage seem to do business in good faitli ; and when a 
ruler or European has established a character for.fair 
and jiunctual dealing, he is seldom deceived by those in 
his employ. 

That polished suavity of manners which so strikingly 
characterises Hindus, even of low caste, is w'holly 
wanting amoiig the Burmans. They have nothing 
which resembles a bow, or tlie .shaking of hands. When 
one is leaving a house, he merely says, “ 1 am going,” 
and the other replies, “ Go.” On receiving a gift or a 
kind oflice, an acknowledgement is scarcely ever uttered 
or expected. When great reverence is intended, the 
palms of the hands are put together, and thus raised to 
the forclujad, adoringly, as in worship ; but this, of 
course, rarely occurs, except in addressing superiors, 
and is then never omitted. 

In general they are uncleanly. Some regard, to be 
sure, ought to he had to tlie light fabric.s they wear. If 
we wore a white jacket a.s long as we do one of black 
bombazine, it would look filthy enough. Vet it is not 
more clean. Barmans are fond of appearing neat, and 
the better classes, when seen abroad, are generally very 
tidy. But their skin, their hair, and their liouses, are 
decidedly slovenly. lV*rsons are always seen bathing 
at the river or public wells, but the proportion to the 
whole population is very small. Very little is accom- 
plished towards removing the filth from their bodies by 
their daily ablutions, as they seldom use soap, and their 
skill is generally move or less moistened with oil. Few 
are without vermin in their heads, and washing com- 
mon clothes is done only at very distant intervaLs. 

This brief delineation of character may serve to show 
how distorted and partial are the views which mere 
theorists take of hoailieii society. Formerly, it was the 
fashion to ascribe the greatest purity and dignity to an 
uncivilised and jirimitivo state of manners, and to ex- 
patiate on tlie crimes, follies, and effeminacy, of more 
artificial and polished communities. More recently, it 
has been the fashion to consider all who have not re- 
ceived onr customs, and our religion, as sunk in degra- 
dation, devoid of every nu'ral and natural excellence, 
and destitute v f every species of human happiness. The 
truth, as to Burnnfli at least, lies between these ex- 
tremes. 

Women lu’obably have their place assigned them as 
correctly in Burmah as in any other nation. Their 
intercourse is open and unrestricted, not only with their 
countrymen but with foreigners. The univei*sal custom 
is to give them the custody of their husbands* cash ; 
and by them is done the chief part of all buying and 
selling, both in shops and in the bazaar. They clean 
rice, bring water, weave, and cook; occasionally as- 
si.stiiig ill tile management of a boat or the labours of 
the field. But hard work, of all kind.s, the univei^l 
custom a.sslgu8 to men. They are by no means denied 
education, nor is any impediment placed in tlie way of 
their attaining it ; but the monastic character of the 
schools prevents admission there. Private schools for 
girls are not uncommon in large places. Females of 
the higher classes do not contemn industry, and affect 



the itun^h os wife whieh common law ^snlfibs^ a mueh 

their s&vants wit^h useful employmeht, over which they easier Ml often morte4 to with complete success. The 


formally presented to the mother of the queen, observed 
in on© of the galleries three or four looms at work, ope- 
rated by the maidens of her household. Such a fact 
reminds us of the occupations of Greek ladies, as inti- 
mated in the advice Telemachus gives Penelope, in 
Homer’s Odyssey ; — 

Retirf*, oh queen ! thy houi^ehold task rcauino ; 


matrimomal bond is at once dissolved. They may re- 
turn to secular life at any time, and marry another ; 
but for appearances’ sake, this is generally deferred 
some months. 


In the British provinces, considerable effort has been 
made to check the frequency of divorces, but without 
much success. 


Tend, witli tliy maids, the labours of the loom. 

There rule, from public care remote and free : 

Tliat core to man belongs.” 

Burmans cherish none of those apprehensions re- 
specting surplus population, which dishonour some 
countries in Europe. Like tlic Chinese, they deem the 
increase of subjects the glory and strength of the throne. 
Hence their readiness to have foreigners marry Burman 
women. Hence, too, they are not allowed to leave the 
kingdom, nor are the female progeny of ini.\cd mar- 
riages. Every ship is searched before leaving the 
country, and lieavy penalties would b(3 incurred by the 
attempt to smuggle away any female. 

Marriages are not often contracted b(?fore puberty, 
and are consummated without the .sanction of priests or 
magistrates. I‘arcnts do not make matches for children ; 
and every youth look.s out his own companion. As in 
more civilised countries, however, this reasonable boon 
is denied the children of j’oyal blood. Among common 
people, when a young man has made liis choice, he 
declares himself to the mother, or some friendly matron ; 
and if there be no objeirtion, be is permitted to frequent 
the house, and ,somethinglike a regular eourtsliij) takes 
place, lie continues his intimacy till all parties are 
agreed, when he is admitted to eat with the daughter, 
and sleep at the house. Ho is then her husband, and 
the neighbours gradually ascertain the fact. Tin? rati- 
fication of marriage consists in eating out of the same 
dish. Whenever this is seen, marriage is inferred: 
indeed, if it can be proved, they arc married, and must 
live as husband and wife. After marriage, the young 
man must rc.side with bis wife’s parents three ycar.s, 
three mouths, and three days, serving them as a son. 
If he choose not to do this, and the bride be willing to 
leave her parents’ homo, ho must pay them sixty ticals ; 
and if, at a subsequent stage of bis domestication, be 
choose to depart, he pays sucli a proportion as can bo 
agreed on. 

Among tlio lilghcr classes, marriages are more cere- 
monious. On the wedding day, the bridegroom sends 
to his intended suits of ajiparel and jewellery. Mutual 
friends assemble with him at the bouse of the bride, 
where a liberal entertainment is given. Tlio bands of 
the couple are solemnly joine<l, in the presence cif tlic 
company, and they partake out of the same dish a little 
pickled tea. 

Polygamy is authorised by Jaw’, but is exceedingly 
rare, except among the liigliest classes. Tlio original 
wife generally retains prc-cminence, an<l the otlu . 

erforni subordinate duties in the liouse, and attend 

er when goes abroad. « 

Divorces are .shockingly eommon. If botli parties 
agree on the measure, they have only to go before a 
magistrate, and declare their desire, when he grants 
the separation, without any furtlier ceremony than re- 
quiring them to eat pickled tea before him, as was done 
at them marriage, if ono* party seek to put away the 
other, more trouble and expense i.s lecjuisite. A pro- 
cess of law must be commenced, and aregiiiar trial had. 
It LS therefore seldom .attempted. Women may put 
away their husbands in the same manner, and with the 
aame facilities, as liusban'l-si p.it anny Each 

party, in all divorcf s, in at libon y u> marry again. 
Accovding to the written law, vljcu a man . nd who 
aeparate by mutual consent, the liousrdiohl good ; arc 
equally divided, the father tiiking tiio ^ons, aud the 
mother the daughters. 

li»t!ead of tlie ex|»(|}nsivc mode of putting away a 


It will be supposed, from the description given of the 
salubrious climate and simple diet of the Burmans, that 
diseases are few, and the people generally In^althy, 
Such is the fact. Life is often prolonged to eighty, and 
even ninety years, though a person is old at sixty. No 
general pestilence has ever been known but the cholera, 
which seldom appears, and thou in a milder form than 
in most other countnes. 

Tlio principal diseases are fever, rlicuniatisin, con- 
sumption, and bowel complaints. Consumption is n 
common mode by which old persons are carried oil’, 
but it attacks youth comparatively seldom. Intonnit- 
tent fevers are scarcely known, but remittent and eon- 
tinned types are very common. The stone and scrofula 
are almost unknown, but dropsy, and asthma, and 
hernia, arc not uncommon. Tiie small-pox coini's 
round occasionally, and carric.s off gi’oat numbers, esjie< 
cially children. Inoculation iias been a good deal re 
sorted to, since the English Avar; but though great 
efforts liavo been made, for tu enty years, to iutroduoi.' 
vaccination, it lias not succeeded. Matter has bn-ii 
brought from Bengal, Madras, England, Eraiice, and 
America, put up in every possible modi*, but in vain, 
Fifteen or twenty he.althy persons, in tlie full eour^^eof 
cow-pox, were sent to Maiilmaiu, a few yi'ars since, at 
the expense of the East India (’ompany, froni whom 
many were vaccinated, but only a f(*\v successfully ; and 
from those it could not be propagntorl again. Ja'prosy, 
ill several forms, is seen at the great eiiies, wheri* its 
victims eolleet in a se})arate qu.-irtor, and Jive elmlly 
by begging — the only beggars in the cuunlvy. Tin.* 
general form is that which attacks the smaller juint^-. 
1 saw many who had lost all the fingers and toes, and 
some both hands and feet. In some cases, the nose 
also disappears. It does not semn much to shorten 
life, and is not very painful, except in its first stages. 
I’liose witli whom J conversed declared that they Inul 
not felt any pain for years. In many cases, it ce.'tses 
to increase after a timii ; the stump.s of the limbs heal, 
and the disease i.s in fact cured. I could not hear if 
any effectual remedy: it seems in these cases to stop 
of itself. It can scarcely lie considered contagious, 
though instance.s are soinetime.s given to prove it 
I*erson.s suffering under it, arc by law separated imtiroly 
from otlier society; but tlieir familie.s genei-aily retire 
with them, iiiingliiig and coJiahiting for life. 'I’hu 
majority of the eliilclreii arc sound and Jiealthy, but it 
h said frequtiiiily to jeappear in the sc.wond or third 
generation. Lepers, and those who consort with tluiu, 
are compelled to wear a con-spicuous and peculiar liai, 
made like a shallow, conical basket. Tim cbildron, 
v/heiher leprous or not, arealloWL'd to iiitonnarry only 
ivitli their own class. 

Cutaneous disea.ses are common, arising, douhtJesS; 
partly from general want of eloauliness, and partly 
from the frequent cheeks which perspiration luusi 
receive, whore so little clothing is worn by day or Highl- 
it i.s thought by the natives that those diseases arise 
from the habitual and free consumption of fish, dho 
itch is very common. I have seen neighbourhoods 
where almost every individual was affected. A sort ot 
tetter, or wJiitisli spots, spreading over parts of the 
body, is exceedingly common, but does not seem to 
affect the general health. It is of tw'o kinds ; one, m 
which the spots retain sensitiveness, and another, uj 
which they are entirely insensible. The natives rcgai< 
tlie latter kind as indicating approaching leprosy. 

Ophthnlmin is common. Besides the brilliancy ot a 


trcmic^ from ^hlcbtHeirUght turban in Hq dogr^ 
delfenda the eyee, it ia probable that the general practice 
of keeping new-born infants inrooms but little darkened, 
and taking them into the open day, may have a tendency 
to produce this. I never saw a Buinnan squint. Lues 
venerea is much more rare than with us, and generally 
wears a milder form. There are, occasionally, some 
horrible cases. Of the gojtre, said to he common in 
the Indian Ocean, I never saw a case ; nor had any 
person of whom I inquired. 

Among children, worms seem to . produce the most 
frequent and fatal diseases, probably owing to the want 
of animal food, and the unrestricted use of vegetables 
and fruits, ripe and unripe. Teething is far less 
hazardous tlian with us, an<l is rarely fatal. The 
natives scarcely think of ascribing any bad symptoms 
to the process of dentition. 

There arc many medical men, but few who are re- 
spectable ill their profession. Asa body, tiiey are the 
worst of quacks. They are dividcnl into two schools. 
One is called />«/, literally element.” These give no 
medicine, hut operate wholly by regulating the diet. 
They are in general the most respectable class, and 
in many cases succeed very well, particularly in fevers, 
where they allow an unlimitc^d quantity of acidulated 
drink, jiarticularly tamarind water, 'i'ho other class 
is called Say, literally iriedieine.” Tliese go to the 
ojiposito extremes, giving enormous doses of the most 
lieterogoiieous substances, 'fhey soiiK'times boast that 
a particular pill is made up of foi'ty, fifty, or sixty in- 
gredients, deeming the prospect of hitting the cure to 
be in proportion to the jiumbt'r. The iiiodieines arc 
generally of a heating kind, even in fevers. In all the 
bazaars art' stalls of ap(.>tli(H’aries, who display a most 
nnimagiiiahle assortment of roots and ])arks, pcjds and 
seeds, 1. have seen Knglisli \valnnt-sh<‘lis exhibited 
prominently ; indeed, whatever is astringent, is carefully 
savtMl. Mercury and arsenic have long lieen in n.se, 
and art', in general, given with discretion ; but nearly 
all llieir remedies are drawn from the vegetable king- 
dom. 

Itoih classes of doctors, oeciisionally, add conjuring 
and charms to their otlu’r practices, and many medicines 
are veiidc’d to neutralise the effeels of those dreaded 
mysteries. As to anatomy, tliey know notliiug. They 
indeed make prctensioiLs to this s(.*ien(M‘, and have books 
upon it ; but the sum of their knowledge is, tlint the 
human body lias TjOt) bones, 000 veins, 000 muscles, 
<liseliarge.s imjiurities 0 apertures ! diL\ iJissection 
is never thought of. 

A favourite treatment, ])artlcularly for local pains, 
is Inu-kiny — a iiractice similar to the chanipooiiig of 
the Hindus, but sometimes perft)nne(l more I'oiighly. 
for ordinary jiains, the Jiiribs and bculy are gentl} 
squecjzed with the hands, or pressed and kneaded. I’or 
sharper pains, the elbow is employed, and for extreme 
cases, operation is pcrft>rmed by standing i*n the patient 
with naked feet, and earefiiliy moving uU-iti on the 
I>art atloetod.* I found the gentler plan a great relief 
for pain in the bowels, or rheumatism, and exceedingly 
refresliing after great fatigue. It often proved a de- 
lightf>il sopox’ilic, when nothing else would enable me 
to sleep. 

The treatment of small -]) 0 \ is very like that formerly 
I>ra(*tised in tliis country. The air is earefiiliy excluded 
by curtains, and little or m ; incdicino is given. The 
skin is occasioiuilly washed with spirits, or the patient 
bathes in water. The lath'V plan ‘^».-ems eminently 
hazardous, but missionaries liave not only bathed daily 
iu cold w^ater in every stage of the ])U^itu]es, with safety, 
but found it a delightful relief. 

The profession of midwifery is confined wlioily to 
^'omcn, an^ it is exceedingly rare that any difliculty 
occurs. Their practice, liow'over, seems very bar- 
barous. It consists chiefly in chanipuuing the patient, 
5ind frequently with the most revolting vicN =’ce. After 
delivery, she is roasted before a hot lire i^r sc'/eral 
while fresh air is carefully excluded from^ the 
i'p*trtmcnt. If any difficulty afterwards occurs, it is 


attributed io not hovlug been aufficiently sweated* 
This roasting succeeds in seventy any thing which we 
should think endurable. The amount of wood allowed 
for this purpose would suffice the family, iu ordinary 
times, for months. 

Funerals are conducted with many demonstrations 
of grief on the part of immediate relations, or hired 
mourners. No sooner is a person dead than the near- 
est female relatives set up loud lamentations, talking the 
while, so as to be heard far and near. The house is 
soon tilled with the friends of the family, who suffer the 
relations to vent tlieir grief, while they assume all the 
necessary cares ami aiTangements. The body is waslied 
iu warm water, and laid out upon a mat or couch, in 
good clothing, generally white, wdiich is the mourning 
colour. A coffin is prepared, ornamented more or less, 
according to station, in wliich the corpse remains several 
days, when it is carried in procesflion to the place of the 
dt'ad, and therii burned, with the coffin. Sometimes the 
place of the viscera, and parts of the coffin and fuperal 
car, arc .stuffed with gunpowder, so that, when the con- 
flagration I'l'aches a certain point, the deceased is blown 
up to the Nuts! — exploded into heaven ! The charges 
are borne by the friends, who bring to the house money 
and gifts, amounting sometimes to a considerable sur- 
plus. Tlio principal expenses are the customary dona- 
tives to priests, wlio benefit largely on thi.‘se occasions ; 
but the funeral cars are often costly, and it is usual to 
giv(3 alms to the poor. 

Infants are carried to the grave in their basket cradle, 
suspended from a pole between men^s shoulders, with 
a neat canopy of fringes, drapery, &c. The mother, 
instead of being dressed up for the occasion, follows 
weeping, clad iu the cominoii and soiled i*aiment, worn 
during her maternal assiduities around the bed of 
death. They are not burned, but buried; and the 
cradle, placeil upside down on the grave, j^reserves for 
a while thi; idcjitity of the s])ot, in an appropriate and 
touching manner. All aie hiu'icd, without burning, 
wlio are under lifteon years i.f age, or die of small-pox, 
or in child-birth, or arc drowned. 

When a rich man dies, the body Is cleaned of the 
intei’iial vi.^eera, and the fluids squeezed as much as 
possible from tlie flesh. Honey and spices are then 
introduced, and the body, encased in bees^wax, remains 
in the house sometimes for mouths. When the time 
for burning arrives, the town wears the appearance of 
a holiday. I^lusieians are hired, relations are feasted, 
and throngs of pi.ople attejid in their best clothes. The 
body, win n brought out, is jdaced on a sort of triumphal 
car, some resisting, and others propelling, witli such 
“a most ness and confusion, that the coffin seems in 
danger of being drt'ppiMl between the house and the car. 
One yiarty cries, “ Wo will bury our dead !” the other 
vociferates, You shall not take away my friend !’* 
When placed iu the car, the same struggle is renewed, 
and two or three days arc sfx'iit in this manner ; the 
people jnanifesting all the jollity of a festival. It is, of 
course, understood tliat the resistance must not be 
serious, and the }>arty who carry out the body ulti- 
mately succeed. 'Pile rest of the ceremony resembles 
th(? funeral of a priest, described in a subsequent chap- 
ter. yoinetimos tlie body is carried round about, that 
the ghost may not find its way back to the house. The 
remains of gn at personages, after burning, arc collected 
in small urns of glass, ivory, gold, or silver, and pre- 
serveil in the family. Persons dying of cholera, which 
is deemed infectious, arc not burned, but must be buried 
the same day. 

The following account of the burning of .an Al-wea- 
woon’s wife, from Crawfurd,* gives a very satisfactory 
idi’a of a court funeral, which I had no opportunity of 
scidiig. 

“ 'I’Jic insignia of the At-wen-woon were borne in 
front ; then came presents for thi? jiriests, and alms to 
be distributed amongst the beggars, consisting of sugar- 

^ Journal of an Embassy to the <.'oiirt of Av«. 



lltid oth^r witli garments. An 
^lephani^ on which was mounted an ill-looking fellow, 
dressed in red, followed these. The man in red had in 
his hands a box, intended to carry away the bones and 
ashes of the deceased. This, it seems, is an ignominious 
oflace, performed by a criminal, who is pardoned for 
his services. Even the elephant is thought to be con- 
taminated by being thus employed, and for this reason 
an old or maimed one is selected, which is afterwards 
turned loose into the forest. A band of music followed 
the elephant ; after which came a long line of priestesses, 
or nuns, all old and inhi'm ; tlien came ten or twelve 
young women, attendants of the deceased, dressed in 
white, and carrying her insignia. Tlio state palanquins 
of the deceased and her husband ; the bier ; the female 
relations of the family, carried in small litters, covered 
with white cloths; the husband’s male relations on 
foot, dressed in white, followed in order. The queen’s 
aunt, the wives of tho Wooii-gyeo, the At-wen-\voon’s, 
and Woon-dauks, with other females of distinction, 
closed the procession. 

The body was conveyed to a broad and elevated brick 
terrace, where it was to he burnt. We assembled on 
this to see the ceremonies to be performed. Tlio cotliii, 
which was very splendid, was stripped of the large gold 
plates with whicli it was ornamented ; and the class of 
|>ersons whoso business it is to burn the bodies of the 
dead, were seen busy in preparing the materials of the 
funeral pile. This is a class hereditarily degraded, 
living in villages apart from the rest of tlie inliabitants, 
and held to be so impure that tho rest of tho people 
never intermarry with them, lly tlie common people 
they are called Thuba-raja, tlie etymology of which is 
uncei'tain; but their proper iiaiin; is ChandaUt^ pro- 
nounced by the Eurinuns Sandata. 'J’Jiis is obviously 
the Sanscrit name of the Hindoo outcasts. The (!han- 
dalas, united with the le])ers, beggars, and coffin -makers, 
are under the authority of a wiiii, or governor ; hcaice 
called Le-so-wuii, or ^governor of the four jurisdictions.’ 
He is also occasionally called A’-rwat-wun, wliich may 
be translated, ‘ governor of the inonrahles.’ This per- 
son is by no means himself one of the outcasts, hut, on 
the contrary, a dignitary of the state. Like all other 
public fuiictioimrics, he lias no avowed salary, hut 
draws his subsistence from tho narrow resources of the 
degraded classes whom he rules, 'flieir villages are 
assessed by him in the usual manner ; and being invested 
with tho administration of justice over tlmse outcasts, 
lie draws the u.sual perquisites from this resource. A 
considerable source of profit to him also is the extortion 
practised upon tlie more respectable part of the com- 
munity. The scar of an old son,* or wound will often he 
sufficient pretext to extort money from the individual 
marked with it, to enable him to escape from being 
driven from society. If a wealthy individual have a 
son or daughter suffering from le])rosy, or a disease 
which may he mistaken for it, he will have to pay dearly 
to avoid being e.vpelled, witli his whole family, from the 
city. The Chandalas, or burners of the dead, were 
represented to me us having originated in criminuio 
condemned to death, but having their punishment com- 
muted. They differ from tlie Taon*-nrim in thi.s — that 
the punishment of the former descends to their poste- 
rity, wliereas that of tho latter is confined to tlie indi- 
vidual. 

In a short time, the mourners, consisting of the 
female relations and servants of the deceased, sat down 
at the foot of the coffin, and began to weej) and utti.v 
loud lamentations. 'I'luiir grief, however, v’us perfectly 
tinder control ; for tliey ceastnl, as if by word of com- 
mand, when the religinus part of the ce’*cmony com- 
menced. It sometimos liapncrs that, when the families 
of the deceased have lew pr rvants or redation,-., hired 
mopmers are emplo^ cd for tiie ee jubiou. The first 
part of the officG of the burners v.as to open th coffin, 
turn the body prone, bend back tlie hnver Kinh.^, place 
six gilded billets of wpod under its side^ , .md four over 
it. The rabans, prjgjiests, had hitherto iieitlier joinf*d 
the irow&fiiotk any share iu the funeral rites, 


but were wsembled irf great numbers under a shed al 
no great distance. The high-priest, or Sare d’hau, and 
another priest, now came forward, mid, along with tlie 
husband, took in their hands tho end of a web of white 
cloth, of which the other was affixed to the head of the 
coffin. They sat down, and the friends and principal 
officers of government joined them. Tho priest, fob 
lowed by tho assembly, with their liands joined, mut- 
tered the following prayer or creed, namely : ‘ VVq. 
worship Boodh ‘ Wo worship his law;’ ‘ Wc worship 
his priests ;’ and then repeated the five commandnierit.s 
— ^ Do not kill ;’ ‘ Do not steal ;’ ‘ Do not commit adul- 
tery ‘ Do not lie ‘ Do not drink w'iiie.’ 'JTie husband 
poured water upon the cloth from a cocoa-nut shell, 
pronouncing, after the priest, these words: ‘ Let the 
deceased, and all present, partake of tho merit of the 
ceremonies now pt;rformiug.’ The assembly pronounced 
tho words, ‘ Wc partake ;’ or, ‘ Wo accept.’ ^.flie pour- 
ing of water upon the ground is considered by tlu* 
Eurmans the most solemn vow. It is as if it were 
calling the earth to witness, or rather tho guardian 
Nat, or tutelary spirit of the placi*, who, it is supjiosod, 
will hold the vow in remembrance, should men forget 
it. Two other jiriests followed the first, repeating the 
same, or similar prayers and ceremonies. After this, 
the ccmqiany retired to some distance, and fire was sot 
to the funeral pile. Notwithstanding the ponqi and 
jiaradc of this ceremony, it was, upon the whole, not 
solemn, and indeed, in all respects, scarcely even deco- 
rous. The persons not immediat(?ly concerned in tloj 
performance of the funeral rites, laughed and talked 
as at a common meeting; ami the solemnity of the 
occasion .s(?emed to aifoct no one beyond the liiibhand, 
the son, and the female relations.” 

Among tho chief anmscsments an; the drama, dancivig, 
tumbling, nm.sic, athletic feats, and chess. 'J’lio lir.^t 
four of tiiese, as with otlnu* nations, are generally con- 
nected in one exhibition. The dramatic representations 
arc rather res])ecta]d<; ; though tin; best performers are 
generally Siamese, who, in these mathu’s, an; said to 
excel all others in India. ThepoiTorinaiices are always 
open to tho pnl)lic, generally nniler a tmnporary canopy, 
extended over tlie street; .‘ind in jiassing, I soniidimts 
stopped a few moments, hut not long cMioiigh to imder- 
stand tin; plot. The (lress(;s are modi‘st, hut showy, 
and apparently' expensive. Symines prononncc.s tin; 
dialogue to he “ spirited, without rant, and the actin^ 
animated, witliout being extravagant.” 

CTowiis, harlequins, and hufioons, whose pert'ormaiico'; 
.are not liittereiit from our own, fill up the interval 
hetwet'ii the acts. Theatres .are not e-stahlished at any 
appropriate building. Tlie ;ictt»rs aia; always peram- 
hulatory, and perform at the sole expense of jiersoiis 
giving an entertainment. 

The dancing is the reverse of ours ; being ] (*!•- 
formed with very slow' and stately movements, and li ss 
witli the feet than with other parts of tin; body. The 
dancer walks round the stage, extending his arni.s, and 
placing himself in every possible attitude. Tho head, 
arms, hack, wrists, knees, ami ankles, arc .straiiK'd this 
way 'lid that, keeping time to loud music. No figures 
or combination.s are attempted, but each dancer makes 
gc.sliculations, according to his own ideas of grac(*fal- 
ness. Males and females do not dance together ; indeed, 
there are scarcely any female dancers, the men assum- 
ing female costume for tlic occasion. Their long hair, 
done up a la J'cmine^ makes tin* deception so complete, 
that strangers are conlident they are females. Tim 
English practice of dancing, vne^a aidfy for amusement, 
is quite astonishing in all jiarts of India. The clfort 
seems downright drudgery, and the more absurd as 
they can have it done for th(;m better, and yet so cheap, 
by tliose whose profession it is! 1 have often been 
watched witli astonishment while walking backward 
and forward on the shore, when my boat was moiirct 
for the night. They are amazed that a man who nugnt 
sit, siiould elicose to walk, or that, if ablo to lio don ih 
he Hiould clioose to sit. 



The boxing differs little from BimilAr abominations 
in England, except in being conducted with far less 
l)arbarity. The first appearance of blood terminates 
a contest. 

Cx)ck-fighting is very prevalent in some parts of the 
country. The fowls are of extraordinary courage, and 
the spurs arc armed ivith gaffles. Engagements of this 
kind may be seen daily in the streets. 

is very common, and played with great 
skill. The ball is a hollow spliere, of split ratan, from 
six to ten inches in diameter, which, being perfectly 
liglit, is thrown high in air at each stroke. 'J'ho object 
is to keep it aloft. It is struck not only with tho instep, 
but with the head, shoulder, knee, elbow, iieel, or sole 
of the foot, with almost unerring precision. This is 
certainly a remarkable anuisementfor sedentary orien- 
tals, and seems to be do'rived from the active Chinese, 
whom 1 liavo seen at this game iu several other parts 
of the east. 

Chess is common, especially among tho better classes. 

It is in some sort sanctioned by the saered books ; at 
least, instances are there recorded of celestial person- 
ages liaving played at the game. Tho board is like 
ours ; but instead of a <|iu!en, they have a prime minis- 
ter, whose moves are more restricted. 

All games of chance are fitrictly forbiddc'ii by their 
religion, and may be said to bo generally avoided. 
.Several such games are, however, in use. One of these 
is played with c!owri (?3 thrown into a bowl, ami s(.‘eius 
to be the same praetised by sclioolboys in America, 
eall(Ml propa. It j)r<.‘vails extensively, and tiio jingling 
of the sliells may oFteii bo lieard all night. I several 
tiim?s .saw domino(?s pluyofl. Card-playing is by no 
means unknown, tliougli l(.ss general than many other 
games. The eaivl is about tlie size of oni's, but tlr 
j)ack is more numerous and more boautirul. 1 bad 
iiju! oilered me for sale for about twenty dollars, which 
had elaborate j)aiatii)gs on every card. 

The ]ieop]o may ho said to bo addicted to music, 
though few are skilful in producing it. Tho common 
stret't Tiiiisic is horrible ; l)ut among the great men I 
found sevc'ral pcn’forim.TS, who sliowed not only great 
skill but genuine taste. It is remarkabk* that all their 
tunes are on a minor ami plaintivci k('y, abounding in 
seinitones ami slurs. 

Their variety of instriiinent^\ is not largo, and, I. think, 
;ire all s[)ecitied in tho following enumeration : — 

'fhe Ma?!7i(fy or gong, is a sort of bell, shaped like 
that of a clock, or a shallow wooden bowl with the edge 
turiuMl in, comj)Osed of tin, hismuth, and copper, it is 
evidently borrowed from the Chinese, though mad(? by 
lluuiscdves. It is of various sizes, from a diameter t*f 
three or four inches to that of twenty or thirty. It is 
struck witli a mallet covered w ith rags or leatlier, and 
produces a clec'p, sob inn tone, not unpleas.'int. 

The ratfmu-pyrr^ or ilrnm, is m>t nnlik<5 our great 
baiid-driim, hut mucli lu'avier, being made, as all their 
drums are, of s<did wood excavated. The parchment 
is slretclicd ity tlie saiiU! arrangement. 

The I'sernffy or or JimuKlnu', is a collection of 

small drums, snsp('nd( d round tlie inside of a richly 
carved frame of wood, about three feet liigli. Tlu'y 
regularly diminish in size from that of a two-gallon 
nua.suro to that of a pint, 'rbt; player sits within 
llic circle, and wdth his hands produces a rude time or 
aciornpaniment. Drum-sticks are liot often used. In 
the full band tlie boinulaw is never omitted. 

The JMepoum^ or Me-kyi^uny, Is a guitar, in tlie shape 
el a crocodile, with the strings extending from shoulder 
b) tail, supported by a bridge in tln^ trentre, and played 
'vitli tho fingers. 

The ISouny is a harp, and resembles tb.at used in 
Wales, but*iuuch smaller, and loss perfect. At one cud 
'd a hollow base an arm rises with a fell curvt*, to which 
fbo strings being fastcnetl, it gives tlioui ihtiereiit 
lengths. The performer gives semitones by applying 
hie finger of tho left hand, occasionally, near the end of 
a string, which has the effect of shortening if. ile per- 


forms, hoWom*, m general, with both hands. I have 
heard really delightful music from this instrument. It 
is of various sizes, from two to four feet long. 

The Tey-auy or Ta-yaw^ is a violin, with two or three 
strings, played with a bow. The belly is sometimes 
carved out of a solid piece. Tho tone is far from being 
pleasant. 

The Kyay^injng is a collection of twelve or sixteen 
small gongs, set either in a squaro or circular frame, 
arying in their tones according to a just scale. They 
arc struck with small sticks an inch in diameter and 
six or seven long, covered witli cloth. From this in- 
strument, also, accompanied by the voice, I have beard 
very sweet music, particularly when performed upon 
by tho Moaw ado VVoongyee at Ava. It is an instrument 
common to all Farther India, and deserves to be intro- 
duced into Eurf)pe. 

The Kyay-Kuuk, callinl by Sy mines Kyezonp, is a 
similar instrimnmt, dilfering only in the form of tlio 
frame in which tho gongs are fixed. 

Th(i Pa-to4ah is a row of flat pieces of bamboo, the 
largest tw'o inches broad, and tw'elve or fifteen long, 
placed on horizontal strings, and struck with a little 
hammer iu each hand. It is very ancient, aud has 
doubtless given rise to our instrument resembling it, 
made of pieces of glass. 

The l*ay-lonay is a sort of hautboy. Tho sound is 
that of an inferior Hute. Tho iiiouth-piecc is like that 
of n. clarionet. 

The U}K'h is a clarionet w ithout keys, the end open- 
ing very wide, like a trumpet. The sound is keen aud 
shrill. It is always iu tho public bands of music, but i 
never heard pleasant tones from it. 

It is remarkable tliat Burnuins ari^ eiitu'ely ignorant 
of whistling. I have seen them stare intently on a per- 
son who did so, and saying l«» one another, in surprise, 

“ Why ! ho makes music with his moutli ! ’’ 

The manufactures of this country are by no means 
contemptible, and many trades are carried on skilfully, 
imrticiilarly in large cities. 

Ship-building, on European models, is conducted on 
an extensivi* scale at llangoon. (‘oloncl Franklin com- 
putes that, from 17.‘)0 to HlOl, .3000 tons w’ero built 
thus in that city. TJie cost of such vessels is a third 
less tlian at Calcutta, a iialf less tlian at Bombay. Native 
vj'ssels arc very numerous, owing to the absence of 
roads, and the great size and number of the water- 
courses. 'J’ht'so are very ingmiiously constructed, and 
admirably adapted to inland navigation, though utterly 
unlike any thing se(M\ in this country. Some of them 
are of two hundred or two hundred ami fifty tons bur- 
den. 'I'he canoes are often large enough to carry eight 
or nine tons. In excavating these, they do not first 
remove half tlie tree, hut open only a narrow groove, 
and, after the excavation, widen it by fire. A single log 
thus makes a l)»)at seven or eight feet wide. When 
opened to this t xtont, it is common to add a board, a 
foot W'ide, round the edge. 

(rood earthenware is made in several parts of the 
empire, some of which is exported. It consists, for the 
most part, of watoTvjars and cooking utensils, of various 
sizes, generally ungiazed. These are said to be the best 
made in India, and are very cheap. A jar tho size of 
a common dinner-pot costs but about three cents. Some 
of tliem aro the largest I ever saw, and contain from 
sixty to one hundred gallons, thick, black, and well 
glazed. 

3’Iio lumps are of earthenware, about eiglit inches 
high, much on tlie ancient classical model. Tho wdek 
is the pith of a twig. 

TJiey make no porcelain, and indeed need very little, 
their utensils of turned wood, and their lackei*ed cups 
and boxes, answering the purpose. Specimens of this 
lackered ware have been sent home by many of the 
missionaries. They are first woven, like a basket, of 
fine split ratan, and rendered water-tight by successive 
layers of varnish. The figures aro scotched on with a 
tiliarp style, and coloured by spreading on paint, which 




in these traces^ hot is #iped efF in^ith a cloth ilreni 
the smcioth surface. Of these boxes, &c., there is a 
g*eat variety, some large enough to contain a bushel. 
Those about four inches in diameter, and tho same 
depth, are generally used as coon-boxes. Tho best of 
this ware Is made by tho Shyans. 

Jewellery is made at all the principal places, but it is 
rare that any thing of much taste and beauty is pro- 
duced in this way. Embossing and filigree work form 
their chef-d’-aHivres ; and some specimens which I 
brought home would do honour even to a Chinese. 
One of these is a silver box, such as is used for the 
tempered quicklime in coon; another is a cocoa-nut 
shell, on which are the twelve signs of the zodiac, ac- 
cording to their names and ideas. I have never seen 
more beautiful embossing than these present. Gems 
aro beautifully cut and polished. 

In gilding they certainly excel ; putting on tho leaf 
. with great precision, and making it resist dampness. 
No European picture-frames, though kept witli tho 
greatest care, withstand tho long and pervasive damp 
of tlie rainy season. But these artists make their gild- 
ing endure not only in the house, and on the iron tees 
of pagodas, but even when spread over common mortar 
on the outside of a building. To give both smoothness 
and tact, they uso nothing but the common thitsay 
(literally “ wood-oil”) of the country, which is laid on 
repeatedly, like successive coats of black paint. 

The assayers of precious metals ani ox])crt and 
exact; and as money goes by weight, and is there- 
fore constantly getting cut to pieces, and alloyed, tiK?se 
persons are numerous. I saw a couple of them at work 
in the Rangoon custom-house. A small furnace is set 
in the earth, urged by a double Ik’Uows, made of two 
large bamboos. From <jach bamboo a small tube near 
the bottom conveys tlie air directly to tlie tiro. 'I’lie 
melted metal is east into cakes, weighing two or three 
dollars, and thus passes into circulation, to b<‘ again 
cut into piec. s as occasion may ro(piirc. 

Cotton and silk goods are made, in suincieni ([uaiitity 
to supply the country. Some of them are tine and 
beautiful ; but in general they are coarse and strong, 
and always high-priced. Jn getting the seed from the 
cotton, they universally use a small and ingt’iiions 
machine, of which a good idea may be got from the 
picture. Jt consists of 
two small cylinders, in 
contact, one of which, 
moved by a crank, turns 
the other; the cotton 
is drawn through, and 
leaves the seed beliind. 
One person cleans thus 
Cieuning Cotton. t(?Ji viss, or thirty-six 

pounds per day. About two-tliirds of the weight is left 
ill seed. .The seeds, sprinkled with oil, art; used for 
torches at festivals, &c., in the open air. The whole 
process of making cotton and silk goods from the raw 
material, is managed by women. TJio spiuning-wlu’' ' 



bur. This beinjg i^eiuoved^ leaves a sharp, strong hair 
which makes an esieellent brush for the purpose. ’ 
The process of dyeing is well understood, and the 
colours beautiful and various ; but, probably for want 
of proper mordants, or from frequent wetting and strong 
sun, they are apt to be transient. The colours of silks 
however, are permanent. ’ 

Near Summei-kyoung saltpetre is obtained ; and tho 
principal occupation of many of the inhabitants of that 
region is the manufacture of gunpowder. This is of 
pretty good (piality, but the process of making it I liad 
110 opportunity of seeing. In making fire-works, which 
are liberally used on public occasions, particularly 
rockets, tliey display groat ingenuity. Some of them 
are of incredible magnitude. I have seen some from 
eight to twelve feet long, and four to seven inches in dia- 
meter.' They are som(?tinies still larger. Cox declares 
that when he was at Ava, he .saw sonic made which con- 
tainod 10,000 pounds of powder cacli. If such were the 
fact, whicli seems impossible, the powder luiist have 
been exceedingly weak. Largo rockets are made of a 
log of mahogany, or other tough wood, hollowed out, 
and well hooped with strong ratans or thongs of raw 
hide. 

Iron ore is smelted in several districts, and forged 
into implements at all the princiiuil places. But they 
cannot make steed, and receive that article from Kng- 
l.'ind, by way of Bengal. Their chief tool, and one used 
for all manner of purposes, from tho felling of a tree 
to the paring of a cucumber, is the d.'ili. The handle 
is like that of a cloavoi’, and tlie Made like a drawing- 
knife, It is also a promiiKuit wea]»on, and when nuido 
for this purpose, is somewliat more long and sleinler. 

Brass is compoiiiuled and wrought with more skill 
than is sliown in almost any other of tlieir mnnufac- 
tnn.'s. A good deal is made in sliecds, and wroiiglit 
into water-vases, drinking-vossels, spittoons, iScc. The 
latter arc always of one form, iianudy, that of a vase 
with a very wMe tup. 

In casting Ixdls, Burmali transcends all tlie roir.t of 
India. They aro disproportionately thiidvjbut ofdelighi- 
fill lone. Tin? raised insi'riptions and liguret, are as 
beautiful as on any bells I have seen, 'fluy do not 
dare open at the mouth, JilvO a trumpet; but .are piv- 
cisoly the shape of old-fashioned globular wine-glasses, 
or senii-sph(‘roitla.i. .S<.*voral in the empire are of enttr- 
inoussiz<‘. 'fhat at Mengoon, near A\a, weighs, as tlio 
j)rim<; minister infoniKMl mi', J!({,<)0d viss- inoro than 
pounds! It .si'onis almost incredible;; but if 
any of iiiy readers, intt'rested in such matti'rs, \'i!l 
make a computation for tlnnnselvos, they will lind ir. 
true. Tho bell, by actual nieasuri'iiKiit, is twenty 
inches thick, twenty fetd high, inch.nling tlio ear, and 
thirteen feet six inches in diameter. '’ The weight ^ous 
ascertained by tho Buriiiaiis, befon; casting, aiul its 
bulk in cubic inches jiroves thiim eoiToet. It is f us- 
peuded a few inches from the ground, and, like their 
other great bi'lls, is without a tongiu.'. That .'it Rangnun 
is not much smaller. It will bo recolli<i*ted that the 


is like ours, only smaller, and without legs, a.s tim 
people sit on tho floor, in preparing the rolls, they 
have notliing like cards, .and .after fhipping it line with 
a furrii^r’s bow, they form tin; rolls with their fingers. 

Their loom differs in no rcsp(;ct that I could dis- 
cover from our common h.om in America, except that 
for foot-paddles they have rings or stirnqiy, in which 
the feet arc placed. When figures arc to be; introd iccd, 
however, tlie mecltanism is ingenious, and tho labour 
very tedious. The coiemrs for this jmrpose ire each on 
a separate bobbin, or hhuttle, passeil lack and forth 
with the finger, as tli .' weaving advances. In this 
manner, the stripes }iav(3 boti; warp and woof of the 
same colour, like ribbons pat togetlc r. .S.> nefimes a 
more curious proces.s is adopted, which car'des tho 
figure aside into other stripes, in a manner wi.ich no 
Rritish lootki could imitate. To com!' tlio war* *hey 
use the fruit of tho Sahtha, a strong gra? , eight or ten 
feet high, with thorny leaves. The fruit is the 

euse of ati ostrich1B|p having a shell like a young pine 


largest bell in tho Uniti'd .States does not cxcoimI ot.'OO 
pounds. 'I'ho Great Tom, at Gxfovd, in Fughuu!, is 
17,0f0 pounds, and the famous but useless bell ;i.f. 
Moscow is 444,000 pounds. 

Gongs are made at or near Av.a, but T could not sec 
tlic process. Kettles, ornaments, images, kc.., arc nieely 
cast at tlio capital. 

Two kinds of paper are made by Burmans. One is 
a thin, blackened pasteboard, made of macerated canc, 
and used for writing upon with a pencil of soap-stono. 
From tliis tho writing may bo rciiioved with a sponge, 
as from a slate. Sometimes, though rarely, it is made 
white, juirl written on with ink. The other is a thin, 
but very strong paper, rather line, and used in the 
manufacture of umbrellas. English and Chinese papers 

■'?' A fr’end, distinguished as a civil engineer, computed tho 
weight , from this measuremont, to exceed 500,000 pounds, sup* 
posing the beU-taotal to oonaiat of three parts copper, and one 
pari tin. 




are sold In tho ba2aars* ^he ttmbtellas are framed of 
bamboo, and covered with glazed paper, and orna- 
inented inside with flos silk, like a rose on a blanket. 
They cost from twenty-five to fifty cents a-piece, and 
>vill last two or three seasons. I saw various manu- 
factories of them in the upper cities ; but the seaboard 
is chiefly supplied from China, by way of Penang. 

Along the coast, salt is made to a considerable ex- 
tent ; but solar evaporation, so far as I could learn, is 
jiot resorted to. It is a monopoly of government, and 
yi<'lds a considerable revenue. The process is hasty 
and imperfect, and so conducted that little or nothing 
can bo done but in the months of February, March, 
and April. Each manufacturer pays a tax of about 
forty ticals, without refi.'rence to tho extcnit of his 
works. Tho articl(', thoiigli thus taxed, is hut half the 
price, or leys, which it costs, when cheapest, in Bengal, 
seldom averaging more lliaii fifty cents per bushel. 

The inanufacturo f)f marble is almost confined, as 
lias been statijd, to images of Gaiidama. Tlujy are 
made principally at tho rpiarrios near Sagaing, a few 
miles from A va. The lixport of these idols is prohibili'd, 
but some may bo obtained from the Tenasscrini pro- 
vinces. 

Glass is not made at all ; nor do tluj habits of the 
peo])le reipiin^ it. Good cordage, even to lai'gii cables, 
is made of coir, or coya., tlu) bark of the cocoa-nut tree. 
Fisliing-nets and .sir.all cordage are truly beautiful. 
Sandal -makers arc nimiercms, and their work handsome 
and durable ; but boots and shoes, in our moile, tliey 
cannot inako. Fondgners, liowover, find no dlfficnlty 
in getting them made by (Jliineso, wlio live in all tlie 
towns, and mako almost any thing if the pattern be 
furnislK'd. 

(Ml APT Ell 

Cdwrniiifal. OrdiTs of .Vohility. Cnnuli-.s of C.'unjiminity. 

JUvis-ion of I'luiKrIy. 

Tni’ monarch is absolute. (Justoiu an<l eonvenieiico 
require liim to ask eonnstd. of tlie nobles touching im- 
portant matters, but he is not bound to adopt it. In- 
d(‘ed, lieofti-iitiH.-atsIiis courtly advisers with conteinjd, 
and sometiimrs with viideiice, even chasing them out of 
liis jircsenco with ;t drawn sword, (hi a late occasion, 
far a very slight otb'iice, ho liad forty of his lu’ghcst 
ollicers laid on tludr faci‘S in tiio public streid, before 
the paltico wall, and ke})t for liours in a broiling sun, 
with a beam exti'ieieil across tbeiv bodies, lie is, liow- 
»'vcr, scddoin allowi?d to ki:ow imudi of passing events, 
.'Old particularly of the delinquencies of j>articiilar otli- 
ci rs, who arc ever ready to luish uj) accusations by a 
bribe to tlieir immcdiati! superior. No olUce, title, or 
rank, exce|)t tlnit of (ho king, is licreditaiy. l.‘roiiio(ioii 
is open to all classes. 

Next ill rank to tho royal family arc th«i woon-gyees 
ffritm woon, //oivrnor, and gyce, ijreni)^ itr jiublic mini- 
sters of state. Of these there are coininonly tour, but 
soiii(‘tiines five or six, fornjing a court or covuicil, which 
sits daily in the lOi-daii. llis majesty is soniiaiuies, 
lliougli rarely, present at tlie ikdilierations. lioyal acts 
are issued, not in the king's name, but in that of this 
eonncfl. (’ausos of every kind maybe liroiight hex*olbr 
decision. 

Below these arc llu^ woou-doiiks (from woon, governor ^ 
and douk, prop)^ or assistant .vooiis, who attend at the 
lut-d au, and express tluar opinions. They have no right 
'olo, but may record their ilisseiit. Tiny co-operatc 
iii carrying into execution great matiors of state policy, 
iuul are often exceedingly influential. 

Of about the .sanio grade, but rather inferior, arc tho 
a-t\ven-vvoons (from a-twen, i«.s**V/6f,and \ioon, r/otrr/ior), 
<jf wliom thtre are generally from four to six. These 
constitute the cabinet, or privy council, mnl have access 
his majesty at all times. They do uot act publicly 
king^s officers, nor sign imperial docuiiicut**, but are 
in daily session in a room near the palace. Their influ- 
ence with the king procures them great respect, and 
many bribes. 


There are idk or eight goTemment secretaries, called 
sa-redau-gyee {preat government writers^ whose busi- 
ness is similar to that of the state secretaries. It is 
not necessary to describe minutely the other grades of 
ofticers. They descend in regular progression, down 
to the head-man of a hamlet, each exercising arbitrary 
sway over those next beneath. 

Tho life of men in power is divided between idleness, 
.sensuality, intrigue, and oppression. To their superiors 
they cannot witiiout danger avoid flattery, fawning, and 
deceit. From inferiors they derive a maintenance by 
fraud, deceit, bribery, and violence. General know- 
ledge is beyond their reach, for the books of the country 
do not contain it. The liberality and intelligence gained 
from intercourse with foreigners is wanting, for this 
also they do not have. From first to last, they are, with 
few exceptions, harpies, w'ho seek only their own advan- 
tage, and neitlier love nor jiity the people. The country 
labours under the curse which Jehovali threatens to 
send upon a wicked people — “ (governors who should 
be like fire among tho w ood, and like a torch of fire ih 
a sheaf ; who should devour all the people round aSout, 
on tho right hand and on the left.’^ 

Orders of nobility are marked by tho tsa-lo-ay, or 
gilded necklace. The particular grade is indicated by 
the number of chains composing it, which aro united at 
diirercnt places by bosses. Three .strands of common 
chain-work indicate, tho lowest rank ; three, of more 
curious construction, the next above ; then come those 
of six, nine, and twelviq which last is tho highest for a 
Hubject. Chief princes of the blood wear eighteen, and 
tho monarch himself twenty-four. 

Tho community is, Viy common estimation, divided 
into eight classes — tho royal family, great officers, 
priests, rich men, labourers, slaves, lepers, and execu- 
tioners,* and perlia]is some others. Even among these 
arc different degrees of J'espeetaldlity. None of the 
classes constitute an hereditary caste, except lepers 
and slaves of pagodas. The latter are the most respect- 
able of all oul easts. All, o.xeept slaves and outcasts, 
may aspire to th(i highest nfiiees, whieli aro frequently 
filled by persons of low origin. 

'j’lie legi.slativo, e.xecutive, an<l judicial functions, aro 
not si'parated, but a measiiro of power in each is en- 
joyed by every officer. JIcneo arise innumerable and 
fcliameful abuses. Having no salary, every government 
man regards his district, or office, as his field of gain, 
;ind hesifntes at no measures to make it profitable. 
Most of tin.' rulers keep spies and retainers, who dis- 
cover who has inonoy, and how it may be got. Accu- 
sations of till .sorts aro invented, and the accused 
no way of escape but by a present. Heal criminals 
may almost invarialily elude jtislieo by a bribe, if it 
bear .some jiroportioii to tluj magnitude of the offence, 
(iar.gs of robbers frequently practise their trade by the 
coMuivance of a ruler who shares their gains. One of 
the native Chri'-^tians, wlio had been in the employ of a 
ruler before his conversion, assured me, that often, on 
linding some one who hud laid up a little wealth, his 
master ivould employ sonn^ retainer to place a few goods 
under the intended victim’s house by night, in order to 
bring against him tho charge of theft. In the morning 
it would be loudly proclaimed that this retainer of the 
great man hud been robbed. A general search would 
oihsuo, and the goods being soon detected under the 
victim^s hou.se, tlio evidence would be declared com- 
pkde. Tlio wrctclied man, whoso only fault was thrift 
ami saving, would bo condemned to some severe punish- 
ment, and o.seape only by paying :i lino as groat as it 
was supposed ho was able to hear. 

It would require greater space than can Jiere be 
sjnircd, to give any correct conception of the general 
misrule of men in jiower. We give one other instance. 
The late war having introduced into liaiigoou and 
* Executioners are reprieved felons, dead in law, and marked 
by a tattooed circle on tho check, anil often liy the name of their 
crime tattooed in legible letters upon their breast They ate not 
ftllowctl to sit down in any man's house, and aU intinuM^ with 
them is forbiddon. 



vici^iy tlie Bengal coihfi,* tlvo woon-gyee cngai 
loi^Iy in tnaliing four-anna piecos^ which were reauy 
worth but two. They were soon well Imown, and only 
passed for their real value. The incensed great man 
sent the herald about the city, proclaiming that who- 
ever objected to take them at their nominal value, 
ehould suffer a specified fine and imprisonment. Busi- 
ness wiis for a while completely checked, and at length, 
after making some severe examples, ho was obliged to 
let the people return to weighing their money as before. 

An absolute monarch being, in fact, proprietor both 
of his domains and his people, he cannot hut see that 
tho number of his subjects, and their prosperity, form 
his true greatness and honour. Hence, though ho may 
be a bad man, prudence and policy dictate a rule which 
shall minister to the general good. It seems ever to 
have been thus in Burniah. The king enacts salutary 
laws, and views his people with kindness; but syco- 
hauls and intriguers pervert his plans, and frustrate 
is intentions. Around Ava, his personal knowledge, 
and accessibleness to petition tlirough many avenues, 
chebk the movements of unprincipled nobles and spread 
comparative peace and security. Hence the superior 
populousness of that vicinity. The following account 
of tho system of provincial administration is extracted 
from “ Crawfurd’s Embassy to the Court of Ava that 
gentleman liaving had, by several months’ intercourse 
with Burraau officers, a better oppoHunity than myself 
of ascertaining these points. I allow myself to dwell on 
this topic, as giving the reader an opportunity of 
judging of the state of the country and degree of civi- 
lisation. 

The country is divided into provinces of very un- 
equal size ; these into townships, the townships into dis- 
tricts, and the districts into villages and hamlets, of which 
the number in each is iiulehnitc. The word Myo [MyuJ, 
which literally means a fortified town, is applied botli to 
a province and a township, for there is no word to dis- 
tinguisli them. The proviiice is, in fact, an aggregate 
of townships ; and each particular one derives its name 
from the principal tow’ji within its boundary, being the 
residence of the governor. Tlie district or subdivision 
of the township, in like manner, takes its naiiio from 
the principal village within it. Tliis arrangement some- 
what resembles that which prevails in China, although 
much ruder. The governor of a province is trailed Myo- 
wun, and is vested with the entire charge of the ]*ro- 
vince, civil, judicial, military, and fiscal. The Myo-wun 
commonly exercises the power of life and death ; hut 
in civil cases, an appeal lies from his autliority to tho 
chief council at the capital. All the piihlic. business of 
the province is transtictcd in an open hall, called a rung, 
with the epithet <Vhau, or royal. 

The government of the townships is entrusted to an 
officer, named.a Myo-thn-gyi. These words, connnoiily 
pronounced by us, and by i\laliomedans, Myo-su-gi, may 
be interpreted ‘cliief of tho township;’ for the w'ord 
*thu’ means head, orhead-ma?i; tho others have boon ex- 
plained. The districts and villages are administered by 
their own chiefs, iiamod Thu-gys; in the latter inst<iu ;e 
tho W'ord ‘ rua,’ pronounced ‘ yiia,’ a village, or hamlet, 
being prefixed. These are all res»K;ctiveiy subordinate 
to each other. 

No public officer under tho Burmese government over 
receives any fixed inonoy-salary. Tlio principal offi- 
cers are rewarded by assignments of land, or, more 
correctly, by an assignment of the labour and industry 
of a given portion ot the inhabitants ; and ilie iuioi ’or 
ones by fees, per(pnsvJ:cs, and irregular t;molumcnts, as 
will bo afterwards cx]>lained. Extortion and bribery 
are common to tho whole class. 

The executive ajid judici;i) functions are ho much 
bleAdod in the Burmese *' fnn of administration, that 
the establishments peculiarly hch'nging to the latter 
fire not very numerous. At the capital thoxo is judicial 
officer o£ !ugh rank, called the Ta ra ma-thu-gyi ; the 
principal aomiuistration of justice at ho capital, at 
fe^t, appears iu former times to have been conducted 
by this officer, but he seems now to have been deprived 


of the greater pari of it by the encroachments of 
two executive councils. The inducements to this, of 
course, were tho profits and influence which the mem- 
bers of these bodies derived from tho administration of 
justice. The three towns, with their districts, com- 
posing the capital, have each their Myo-wun, or 
governor, and these are assisted in tho municipal adpij. 
nistration of their respective jurisdictions by officers 
named Myo-chard, commonly pronounced Myo-saye, 
meaning * town scribe.’ They are in reality, however, 
a sort of head constables, and w'ell known as such to all 
strangers, as the busy, cor rapt, and mischievous agents 
of the local authorities. The palace, from its peculiar 
importance iu Burmaii estimation, has its own distinct 
governors, no less than four in number, one to eacli 
gate ; their name, or title, is Wen-m’hu ; they have the 
reputation of li.-iving under their authority each a thou- 
sand men. In the municipal or provincial courts there 
is an officer called tho Sit Kai, who is a kind of sheriif 
or principal conservator of the peace, and in imitation 
of the councils at the capital, an officer named Na-kan- 
d’hau, wlio discharges the office of public informer. 
Most of the Bunnan officers in the provinces, down to 
the Ilua-thii-gyi, or chief of a village, have assessors 
of their ow'n nomination, called Kiiiig, who take the 
drudgery off the hands of their chiefs, leaving the de- 
cision to the latti-'r. A Myo, or town, it should b(! ob- 
served, is divided into w^ards, or Ayats, each of wdiich 
is under the direction of an inferior police officer, called 
the Ayat-gaoung. The most intelligent and active 
officers connected with the administration of justi(‘e, 
are the Shenes, or pleaders. These persons are de- 
scribed as being tolerably well acquainted with the law 
and its forms, and are occasionally useful and indus- 
trious. To eacli court and jmhlic officer there an: 
attached a competent nun iber of Na-lains or messengers; 
and annexed to the principal courts is always to he 
found the T’h.aong-m’hu, or executioner, witli his band 
of branded ruffians. 

The Myo-thu-gyis and Ilua-thu-gyis, or chiefs of town- 
dii}»s, districts, and villages, exercise a limited judicial 
authority within their respective jurisdictions, and are 
answerable for the conservation of the peace. A]))>eal.s, 
in most instances, lie from their authority to tluit of 
tho provincial officers. In civil cases, these inferior 
officers try all causes subject to ajipeal ; hut in criminal 
ones, their authority is limited to iiitlicting a few strokes 
of a rntaii, and they can neither imprison nor fetter, 
in all cases of any aggravation, it is their duty to trans- 
mit the otFeiidi r to the ^’’iiaong-in’hii, sheriff*, or exe- 
cutioner of the provincial town. The aiith(u*ity of the 
chief of the township was, of course, somewhat more 
extended than that of the district or village, and it 
rested w itli him to hear ami decide upon causes where 
he parties belonged to different districts or villages. 
When the cliiefs of towns or villages failed to produco 
offi‘ii<lers under accusations, they were made to answer 
lie accusation in their own persons at tho provincial 
courts.” 

Tlio written code, civil and penal, though .severe, is, 
on the whole, wise and good, hut is little hotter than a 
dead letter. It is principally derived from tho Justi- 
tutes of Menu. This work, of groat celebrity among the 
Hindus, was translated into Englisli by the late l?ir IV. 
Jones. It seems to have been received by tlio Bunnaus 
from Arracan, but at what period is not certain. Their 
translation is called Dam-adhat, Every monarch adds 
to it, or alters, as may please h.iin, and under soino 
reign.s it bears little resemblance to tho original, rm’ 
all practical purposes it is almost a nullity, being never 
produced or pleaded from iu courts, llulers, from 
JiigJie.st to lowest, decide causc.s according to their own 
jiidgraent, or, more frequently, according to their in- 
tcr«>st. As a great part of their income is Arrived lixim 
law'suits, they generally encourage litigation. 
receive bribes unreservedly, in open court, and oo no 
hesitate to accept the gifts of both parties. Their oppres- 
sionii have scarcely any restraint but the fear of 
ing their own interest by carrying matters too far. 



‘BURMAE 


to seeking the good of their country, or the promotion 
justice, there appears to ho no such thing thought of, 
except perhaps by the king and a few of those iiumedi- 
att'ly about him. 

The form of a judicial oath deserves insertion, as a 
curiosity. It is as follows « I will speak the truth. 
Jf I speak not the truth, may it be through the influ- 
ence of the laws of demerit, namely, passion, anger, folly, 
pride, false opinion, immodesty, hard- hearted ness, and 
scei)ticisin ; so that when I and niy relations are on 
laud, land animals, as tigers, elephants, bufhiloes, poison- 
ous serpents, scorpions, &c., shall seize, crush, and bite 
us, so that we shall certainly die. Let the calamities 
occasioned by fire, water, rulers, thieves, and enemies, 
oppress and destroy us, till we perish and come to utter 
destruction. Let us be sub ject to all the calamities that 
are within the body, and all that are without tlie body. 
May Ave be seized with madness, dumbness, blindness, 
deafness, leprosy, and hydrophobia. May we be struck 
Avith tliunderh(jlts and lightning, and come to sudden 
death. In the midst of not sp(‘aking truth, may 1 he 
taken Avitli vomiting clotted black blood, and sud- 
denly die before the assembled people. When I am 
going by water, may the aquatic genii assault me, the 
boat be upset, and the property lost, and may alligators, 
porpoises, sharks, or otlnu' s<?a-nionsters, seize ainl 
crusli me to death ; and Avlum I change Avorlds, may 1 
not arrive among men or iiats, hut sulfer iinmixed 
]niiiishin(Mit and regret, in tlie utmost Avn'tcliedness, 
among the four states of ijunislimeiit, 1 [ell, I *rita.,l leasts, 
and Athurakai. 

If I sp<‘ak truth, may 1 and my relations, through 
llie iiilluenec of tlie ten hiAvs of merit, and on account 
of the ellicacy of truth, he fi'eeJ from all cal.aiiiitics 
Aviiliin and witliout the body; and may evils which have 
not yet conu‘, be Avai’d«*d fur aAvay. May tlie ten eala- 
inities ;in(l the five enemies also be kept far away. May 
till- thumlerlxdts and lightning, the genii of the Avat<.‘rs. 
and all se-a-aiiimals, love me, that 1 may ho safe from 
tlieiii. May my prosperity inerease like the rising sun 
and tlie Avaxing moon ; and may the seven jiossessions, 
the seven hnvs, the seven merits of the virtuous, ho per- 
manent in my t»ersoii ; and Avlieii I change worlds, may 
1 not go to the four states of }uuiishineiit, but attain the 
liaiiiiiness of men and iiats, and realise merit, reward, 
and annihilation.” A Hurnian .seldom veutmajs to take 
the oath, not only from his terror of its imprecations, 
hilt from the expense. ( ’aptaiii Alves’^' siaU's the follow- 
ing to hfr the chargi s in a certain ease — “ Adininistra- 
tlou of the oath, ten ticals ; messenger for holding the 
hook over the head, one tical ; other me.s.scngers, tAvo 
ticals; recoiah'rs, two ticals; pickled tea used in the 
ciTcinony, half a tical.” 

Trial i>y ordeal is v< ry seldom used, hut is not AvhoIIy 
unknown. 1 1 is practised in various Avays, Sometinies 
tile parties an; made to Avalk into the AvatiT, and wliieh- 
cver ean hold out longest under the surface, i-aiiis the 
cau.ve. .Sometimes it is by trying wliicli can hold the 
liiigm* longest in hot water or melted lead. A very 
coniinon inode of piiiiishinont is the stocks, used also 
iis a torture to extract confessions t>i* bribes. The 
iiistrinnent res(;ml)les the one Avliich is well known in 
Kurone, only that it is so eoiistruclt'd as to raise the 
feet from the ground, if de.sin-d. TI:e accused is thus 
raised sometimes till his shoiiMersor head barely touch 
tile floor. In this painful jiositiun, he is glad to pay 
any demands in order to he hiwered again. r»uniiaii 
prijioiis are so insecure as to make it necessary to re.sort 
generally to the stocks or iron fetters. 

The folloAving notices of Burnian Juavs are deemed 
iniportant, as throAving light on the characti'r ot the 
people. The Avife and childia-n of an absconding debtor 
arc responsible for his debts ; hut a Avoiuaii is not 
Required to pay debts contracted by her liusbaiid during 
n lornier marriage. If a debtor Avish to prosee^.te Ids 
♦-‘i’editor for vexatious endeavours to get bis pay his 
cause cannot bo heard by the judge till the debt is tirst 

* lU'purt fin Jliibbcin. 
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paid. Where several person.? are securities for a debt, 
each security is responsible for the whole amount, bo 
that the first one the creditor can lay hold of must 
liquidate the debt. The property of insolvents must be 
divided equally, without any prefercnco of creditors. 
Property proved to be lost in any toAvn, must be made 
good by a tax on the inhabitants, if the thief be not dis- 
covered. A man finding lost silver or gold receives, on 
restoring, one-sixth ; if other property, one-third. The 
eldest son inherits all the anns, apparel, bed, and jewels, 
of his father ; the remainder of the property is divided 
equally into four parts, of which tlie Avidow takes three, 
and the other children one betAveen them. If a father 
give one of his sons a sum of money for the purposes 
of trade, tliat son returns the capital, Avithout interest, 
at the death of the father, to be divided with the rest 
of the inheritance ; but the gains are his oavii. I3cforo 
a man’s jiropiirty can be divided, the Avidow must pay 
ail his debts, and give a portion in alms. 

The common jmni.shmcnts are, for minor offences, 
imprisonment, labour in chains, tin; stocks, and fines. 
Then folio av flogging, branding, maiming, slavery to 
pagodas, and death. 

Theft is puiiLshcd by putting the ofTonder in tho 
stocks, Avhere ho .stays till his friends ean raise money 
enough to appea.se the great man, besides making resti- 
tution. For re])eated ofleiices, imprisonment and fetters 
are added : and the incorrigible, Avhen no longer able 
to pay fiiie.s, are tatooed Avith a circle on the cheek, or 
the name of tlie olfence on their breast. Persons thus 
marked are deprived of all civil rights, that is, become 
dead in laAV, and are consigned to tho class of execu- 
tioners. 

Capital imiiishinent seldom occurs, .and almost cxclu- 
.siv<;ly for murder and trea.son. It i.s inflictisl by behead- 
ing, drowning, or eiaic.lflxion. The number of executions 
in the viceroyship of Rangoon is about tAveiity in a year. 
Killing a ])erson of tlie labouring class, in the heat of 
passion, is piiiiislu'd by aflin; of ten slavc.s, and propor- 
tionally up to seventy or J0(.) .slaves, for a person of 
higher rank. If a man iasiilts aiiotlii'r grievously, he 
must, if able, pay a. jiroper tine ; but if very poor, he is 
to he led through the town Avitli his face smeared Avith 
charcoal. A libel is punislied by inflicting the same 
penalty Avliieli Avould have btx'ii incurred by the fault 
unjustly cliarged upon another. Put if the truth of the 
charge he proved, it is not a libel. Wlioever refuses 
to appear before the judge, loses his cause. 

A hushand may administer corporal punishment to 
his Avife, for encouraging too great intimacy Avitli other 
men, neglect of domestic duties, quarreksomciiess, gad- 
<ling about, meddling too much in the concerns of neigh- 
j oours, or extravagance, lie is first required, liOAveA^er, 
to adiiioiii.sli her rejx'ati'dly in the presence of witnesses. 
If sho.still remain incorrigibleafter a reasonable number 
of floggings, he may divorce her. 

If a man accidentally set fire to a neighbour’s house, 
he is fined om‘-third the value of his body;^ hut if 
he Avas drunk, or in a vioU nt passion at the time, he 
must pay the full v:dne of his body. A Avoman Avboso 
husband lias gone a-i a soldier, may marry again if she 
hear not from him for six years : if he Avent on business, 
seven years are requii t'd, and if on a religious object, 
ten. If a Avoinan buy a man and marry him, and aftcr- 
Av.irds divorce him, he is no longer a slave. If a fiithcr 
sell his child, and aftei’Avards die possessed of property, 
so much of it as is ecjual to the price for Avhich the child 
AViis sold must he paid to that child, in addition to his 
sliiirt* of the iiiheritaiiec. A slavi; sent to AA ar and cap- 
tured, is free if he escape and return. If a master 
violently heat his slaAc, his bond debt is reduced one- 
third. If death ensue, the parents of the slave may 
clalui twice the value of his body ; and if there he no 
parents, that sum is paid to the judge. If a slave ab- 
scond from u master knoAvn to be cruel, there is no 
penalty for the person who receives and harbours liim. 
[f the master has not been cruel, he may exact full 

* A^ ill generally pay for the liuusc of a eemmoii person. 
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of slave’s servicca for tho time. If a man 
permit hia runaway alavo to be maintained by another 
during a time of scarcity, he cannot afterwards claim 
him. A master may not seize his runaway in another 
Village, but must notify tho hcad-nian, who shall deliver 
him up. If a stranger harbour a runaway, knowing 
him to bo such, he is punisluiblc as a thici ^ but it he be 
a near relation, there is no penalty. 

If a man die insolvent, and cliaritable people choose 
to defray the expenses of a regular funeral, they are 
not chargeable witli any of his debts ; but if tlit‘y be 
pai^ticular friends, or distant relations, they must pay 
one-quarter of his debts; and if near relations, one- 
half. The head-man of a village or district is lield 
responsible for all robberies conmiitted in his jurisdie- 
tion, and must make good the loss, with lieavy lines, or 
produce the offenders. 

Changing a landmark is punished hy a heavy fine. 
Debts contracted by betting may bo recovered from the 
loser, but not from liis taiiiily or heirs. A man liurt 
in vrrestiing, or otiior athletic games, cannot recover 
damages ; but if ho be killed, tin; iiijurer must pay th< 
price of his body. A Avornan or a cliild cliargiiig a luaii 
w’ith bodily hijury, may adduce, as evidence, marks of 
violence on their persons, lint if a man charge a 
woman or a child in tho same manner, such marks ar 
not received as proof, but Avitntvsses nuist he adduced. 
An empty veliicle must givo place, on tlie road, to one 
that is loaded, and if loaded men meet, he Avho has tlie 
sun on his ))ack must give Avay. 

Tho value of tin? bodies of men and animals is fixed. 
Thus a new-born male child is four tieals, a female 
three, a boy ton, a girl seven, a y(niiig man thirty, a 
young Avonuin thirtv-five. Of rich persons twice tliesc 
pricijsare exacted ; and of princii)al othc<*rs still larger 
sums, rapidly increasing in proportion to rank. 

In the provinces hehl hy the I:^ast India Com])any, a 
sahitai'y change has taken place in the administration 
of justice, tiiongli it is still susceptible of great im pro at^- 
ment. Tlie criminal code is nearly like that of Ikmgal, 
and the civil is founded on IJurman practice, the ])am- 
a-tliat, and the Yesa-that or Uaja-tliat, Avhicii last is a 
collection of decisions and kvAvs ina(i(; by succcssIa'c kings. 
A qualified Burnian is connected Avitli every eulehery, 
who explains provincial customs for the Inlornuition of 
tho magistrate. The only tax on justice is a charge of 
ten percent, on the ainouiitofa suit, paid by the jilaiii- 
tiff, but Avliicii i.s not exactisi of the very poor. One 
rupee is paid fora suiuiiunis, and half a rupee for each 
fiubpmna to Avitiicsses ; but tliese also arc? remitted to 
tho indigent, rrofessional pleaders are not allowed, 
but each party manages his own cause, or gets afrieml 
to do it for him. Tlie trial by jury lias been partly 
introduced, and delights the natives. I’licy deem the 
oflice of juryman Imnoiirablo, and will accept no pay 
for their services. Changes also have been made in 
the mode of taxation, Avhich tend to alleviate the con- 
dition of the people, though tho entire amount assessed 
is about as before. 

Perliaps no country could have a belter system for 
the division of property. The layd is i»U regarded as 
belonging to the croAvn ; but any one may occupy as 
much as he pleases, and in any place not already held 
by another. He li/is only to enclose and cultivate it, 
and it is his. If the boundary be not iiiaintaiiic«I, or 
the enclosed sptico bo for several successive years un- 
improved, it reverls to the king, and may be t; ;.en up 
by any other. Of there are no very large land- 

holders; and it is Av^irtli no niaiYs while to hold large 
unimproved estates. 

This system does riwt in iniv degree prevent tho regu- 
lar inheritance, sale, or ri ntii.g of estates, Avldch pro- 
ceed just as with us. The Ki..g hii.n, :if ofien purchases 
landj. Mortgages, leases, Ac., are als'^ tal. u ; bui a 
man who loans money on mortgage has tin; entire use 
and income of the land or house, insLcad of a 1‘ tid rate 
of interest, and if not .paid in three yt - tig, the property 
is forfeited to the Icn^r, bo it what it may. 



CHAPTER V. 

Revenue. Commerce. Currency. Army. Navy, felavorv. 

Division of Time. Weights and Measures. Language. LiLo^ 

rature. Degree of Civilisation. 

The revenue of the croAvn is derived from a tenth of 
all importations from abroad, tonnage, o.xport dutii;s, 
a stated tax on every family, and an excise on salt, 
fisheries, fruit-trees, and petroleum. Exe<?pt the tux 
oil families, which is generally required in specie, these 
are taken in kind. Whatever tlie government is 
obliged to purchase, is generally paid for in articles so 
obtained. A small jiart is excliaiigcd fur tho precious 
metals. No tax is levied on lands or personal property. 
UnnuuTied men are not taxed, cjtcept in bearing tin ir 
proportion of the assessment on families. The r(»yul 
treasury is further replenished hy tines, escheats, eon. 
fiscatioiis, presents, the jiroduce of eroAvn lands, aiul 
ivory', all ef Avhicli belong to tlic king. 

Arbitrary assessments are made from time to time 
on jmrtieiilar provinces, districts, cilii's, or villages, from 
Avhieh the people have no (;scape. The i-oyal order for 
a certain amount is transmitted to tlio local ehi(?f, Avho 
projH>rtions at liis pleasure tho part eaidi family sli;i|( 
pay, and takes care always to k'vy a l.irger sum tlnm 
ho is requir'd to transmit. If a few men or boats ;ii(- 
required, lie is almost sure to on 11 on those Avhoni lie 
knows will pay to ho excused, and tliiis makes it :ui 
opportunity' for taxing to hiri own benefit. The sani ' Ih 
done when artificers or soldiers are required. 'j'Jnis 
the general goviu'iinient is re.-illy pool*, Avliile (he jioojh'o 
are o)»preSHed. Jt of course ofti'ii li;ij)pens I hat imli. 
viduals assessed for their proportion of lliise niiihi. 
farioiis exactions ]»li'ad poverty. In sindi cases, il,,'. 
stocks or the rataii soon extract consent, and oftni 
compel persons to sell tlieir little property', or ei i n 
tlunr children, to salisfy tlie demand. 

All the worst fcaluris of this horrible system ave 
seen in the case of tht; Karens, 'ronnglhoos, Zi ljain.-j 
and other tribes inix< il among tbe Ihirniaii-J, ai' I 
fix'utcd as inferioi’S and vass;als. These poi»r iTcaiurcs 
an? ta?cO(l about filtei'ii licals p(‘r family }a r aiiinim^ 
besides being snbjei't to llio e\a(?ti<»ns al>uve named. 

l*rinc('S, gov'ernors, and oilier ]»rincipal oflicci'-, arc 
llowcd to colb'Ct, for their own lieiieiit, the taxes iVem 
pecified villages or districts, ainl generally exercise aa 
unbridled spirit of extortion. Lower eliiefs Iiave (Iic 
costs of litigation, Ac., for their sup[»ort, to which tlicv 
add the ju'olits of slianieiess luiheiy. The nieaP'st 
subordinates contrive to make tlu ir posts hicratiw; 

nd even till} keeper of a city gate e\[>ects occa^'iciial 
fees for allowing persons to jiass through Avilli tlulr 
common burdens. 

Of course, tlie wclfan' of every little province depend ; 
gn-atly on its local riik'r. 'Mie only remedy, wlieii 
xactions become iiitok.-rable, is to remove into a dis- 
trict more equitably gov'criied. .Suidi a course is neces- 
I sarily attended with loss and incoiiviaiieuico ; and soem i’ 
than resort to it, the pcojile (uidure much and long. It 
is, however, by no means uncommon for them to seelc 
tin' relief. As tlie grants of district revenues are made 
by the fiat of tin* king, and revokial at his jileasHrc, iu> 
great man is .sure of eoiitimu?d Avcalth. I'lie loss oi 
fiiA'our at court i.s attended Avith the immediate loss ol' 
hh estates. All the local ageiitH and oflicers being 
dependent on their feudal lord, they, too, hold an un- 
certain tenure. Thus, from liigliest to lowe.st, there is 
. - cucourageniont to attempt the imjirovement ot land 
or people. In all its ramifications, the goveriiinont is 
a system of covetousness. 

Among the pos.sessions of tho king, w'c must not oini 
to notice his elcpliants, He is regarded A’’ 
ill the kingdom, and has generally from 1000 to - 
wJiich have been caught and tamed. The Avlnto c 
pJiant, of which there is uoav but one, is 
beyond all price. He is treated like a prince o 
blood, and has a suite composed of some , 

prominent oflicers in the court. Indeed, the vu g* 
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{idiiaily pay him divine honours, though this is ridi- j Madah, thirteen miles north of Umora])oora, inhabited 
c ulcd by the intelligent. chiefly by Cassayers. Extensive enclosures are ther^ 

! in which the fair is opened, while the cattle are sent to 
Bnrinah has considerable foreign commerce, but ' graze. They bring raw and flos silk (which the Bur- 
^^}loUy carried on in foreign bottoms. The natives, mans weave), satins, velvets, crape, cordage, yellow 
liowcver, perform coasting voyages, which they some- sulphuret of ai’senic, tea, spirits, honey, paper, gold 
times extend to Mergui and Chittagong, and, in rare leaf, hams, shallow iron pans, sweetmeats, dried fruits, 
cases, to Calcutta, Madras, and Penang. walnuts, chestnuts, and apples. They take back chiefly 

The limited extent of sea-coast now left to Burmah, raw cotton, Bengal opium, British goods, gems, amber, 
furnishes but two good harbours, namely, Rangoon and ivory, hetel-nuts, sharks’ fins, and birds’ nests. Many 
Bassciii. Those are both excellent ; hut the latter has of these merchants avail themselves of the Irrawaddy 
very little trade, and foreign vessels never go there. river, for a considerable distance above Ava. Craw- 
Thc harbours iu the British possessions aro inferior furd estimates this interior trade with China to amount 
to tliest?v Mergui is very safe and easy of access, but to nearly two millions of dollai's per annum, 
very snuiU. Amherst is middling, but approachable There are several caravans of Shyans, who come 
tmly by a narrow cliaifnel, which extends across the tide, annually to the city of Ava, where a large suburb ia 
,Slnps*of 300 tojis or more may witli caution go up to appropriated. They come and go in troops of fifty OV 
.Maiilmain, the channed being well liuoycd, and pilots one hundred, from December to March, and amount in 
always to ht; had at Amherst. the whole to about a thousand. Their goods are brought 


The iiMinbe'r of clearanci's of square* -rigged vessels 
from the port of Uangooii amounts to aliout a hiiudrcMl 
.'innually. 

'I'lm exports are teak-wood, cotton, ivory, wax, eutch, 
and stick lac, and in small ({uaiititics, J('ad, copper, 
arsenic, tin, ediblii birds’ nests, indigo, iunher, tobacco, 
honey, tamarinds, guapee, gems, sharks’ tins, orpinient, 
sa pan-wood, and soa-slugs. The nine last named 
avtieles are of snek limited amount as scarcely to 
floservo noiici'. By far the most important item is 
teak, •which is ehif*{ly s<.‘nt tt> Caleutta and Madras. Tlio 
value of tliis artiel(> alone amounted, in former years, 
10 ,l“20(),0()() per ainunii. 11 is now not mor<i than a 
jilih part of that <jMaiitity. About two million pounds 
of raw e«)tton is sent to Jhieea, where it is used in the 
niamdaeluri* of the line nnislius for which that place 
liasbei'ii so (U'lebrated. 'I’lie Burman collector informed 
a merchant at Ava, that about tliirty million ])ound 
:in* sent np Mio lrr;!wa<ldy, annually, to (.liina ; but 
roltuiel Burney ('stlniate.s it at al)Out four millions. 
Is’early four niillious [icr aummi arc sent to Arracaii. 
None is exported i)i tlie seed, 'i'lie sea-slug is tlerived 
from the. coasts of Mergui. It is commonly call 
ti'n.'hr oV u.'cr. It is a, lai'ge marine woi’ni, somewhat 
r('s'.‘ml'ling a leeeh, wliicli, when ]'.rop< rly cured, ir 
r.*g:irded as a gia-at luxury by tlic (.'hinese. Tlie 
mode of euriug i.s to boil tlu in in salt water, and tlnm 
•in, or ])( rba}'.s .smoln* them, 'flu-re are three prin- 
cipal kinds- black, red, and wliite. The white stdl at 
ten to twolvo- dollars per pieul (133 pounds), tluj rod 
ii)i- tuenly-live doilaiv, and the black for fifty dollars. 

I f eacli of lhe.se tliere are vm-ions .sizes. .Some, wlieii 
(h it'd, are seven or eight inclie.s long, and one and a 
half iu diaineler ; otlier.s are not, larger than ti iiian’.s 
linnf.r. The sharks’ lins have a skin which is Aailueil 
fur }M)lishitig sniistances, in (he manner of liiu? sand- 
31i(’ir t-iiief value is lor the tendons, which aro 
all iii'iicle of food with liie CliiiH se. 3 la y are drawn 
out and dried, resombling in ihis state silver wire, ;n\d 
nre used in soiV]), a.s the Italians use vermicelli. Unapee 
is made frf>m prawns, sliriiiqi.s, or any elu-r.p lish, salted 
and jK.nndcd into a consistent mass. It is frequently 
allowed' to beeonu! partially putrill«'d in 'i he process. It 
is .sonietinn-s e;dle<l in commeree Jiafurhonij. 

All active trade is cai-ried on .vitli ♦ liina, <*hu'i'ly l)y 
""'V of Vunnan. Small caravans begin to arrive at 
Ava from that province, in Beceiubei. Aliout the Ist 
"1 February, the great caravan arrives, -nd aftevw^ards 
•■smaller ones, till tlie Ist of March. The smaller con- 
sist of fifty, a hundred, or two hundred men, and tlie 
{Treat one of about a thousand. Each man has several 
I'onies, or inuli^s, sometimes fifteen or twenty, who 
cari’y, in panniers, from one hundred to two hundred 
iHiiinds. Being twenty-five days on the roa<l, ihe beasts 
in low condition. They are guide d h\ large, black, 
filiaggy dogs, some of wliich go before, and other.s letch 
jq» .Stragglers. These .are sometimes sold at A/r at 
h’om twenty to thirty ticals, but they generally pine 
in the hot season, and die. 

Ihe Chinese mart, whcx*e these curavaus 


on bullocks, which are in fine order, and often on their 
own backs. They bring a few horses, but only for«ale, 
and they are not loaded. Tlieir goods are stick laOy 
umbrellas, black jackets, cotton cloth of various sort® 
and colours, lackered boxes (which are far superior to 
those of Burman manul'acture), ground-nuts, sugar, 
load, Ac. 'J.’hey take back salt, gnapee, dried fish, and 
betel-nuts. 

Monay is a great mart of internal trade, and sends 
annually to ^laulmain a trading caravan, and many 
cattle f»)r the supply of tlio British troops. The jour- 
ney ocenpie.s from tw’onty-livc to thirty days. The 
amount of the trade is about 7o,0l)0 rupees per annum. 

Considerable inland trade i.s carried on from one part 
of the kingdom to anotlier, by boats and vvaggons. 

The lower provinces send up tlio country salt, rice, 
dried fish, gnapee, and foreign uianufacture.o ; receiving 
ill return peirolcum, saltpel re, paper, piece goods, sugai*, 
tamarinds, and various otln-r arlides. 

In Begii, a region scarcely equalled in facilities for 
inland navigation, trade is carrii d on almost wholly by 
boat.*'’, and few' roads exi.st ; mere paths connect the 
towns and villages, lii the upju-r provinces, which aro 
hilly, and have few boatable streams, good roads are 
maintained, and merchants transmit tlieir goods from 
town f town, in waggons drawn by oxen. 

'file trading vessels on the Irrawaddy aro all con- 
structed on tiu> same plan, except tho.se built by or for 
fereigiKT.s. They aro long, fiat, aud narrow^ the lai’ger 
ones b<‘ing ]irovidi'd with oiitriggcra to prevent their 
overmen iiig. < )ars and setting poles are almost entirely 
depended upon to jn’opel tiiem, and tracking is often 
resoried to, but square sails are spread, when the wind 
is lair and the watm; liigli. Thosi* of the larger sort 
liavc one mast, and a )ard of great lengtli, on which 
arc suspended as many sails as tlie case requires, one 
being slighilv attached to tlie oth*‘r. Smaller boats 
hav<‘ the .sail ;:;iretched between two bamboo masts 
fiistencil to the sides near the bow. Uf these, a good 
idea may bo obtained from ibe ee.t on page ‘27. Theso- 
sails, in very small boats, ollen consist of the pessos of 
the boatmen. » 

The waggons and carts are superior in construction to 
those of Bengal, and seme other parts of India. The 
w hei-l consists of one strong piece of wood, the length 
of the diameter, ;ii)d about two feet wide, through which 
the axle passes, ami the remainder of the rim is made 
of fellahs. 

When used for morcliaiuliso, they are tvell covered 
with bamboo mats, over whieli a }>ainted cloth is often 
s])road. A travelling team consists" of four or six 
bullocks, and proceeds about 15 miles a day ; a spare 
bullock or two following, in caso of any becoming sick 
or lame. Merchants generally go in companies, and at 
iiiglit draw' nj> the waggons iu a circle, to secure them 
ami tlieir ciittle from wild beasts. AVit.hin this circle 
the drivers .Tud their passengers light tlieir fires, dre^ 
their food, attend their cattle, tell their romances, aud 
pass the night. 

anoI the slightest restriction is laid on merchants or 
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todeta from any nation. On the contrary, they are 
invited and encouraged, and generally accumulate pro- 
perty* They may go and come, or settle in any part of 
the kingdom. 

In the Tenasserim and Arracaii provinces, no duties 
are levied on any articles from any country, and pro- 
bably will not bo for many years. The policy is to 
Open markets for English manufactures, and this is 
gradually being done, not only in the provinces under 
their sway, but in adjacent districts, especially the 
Shyan cou’^ntry round Monay. 

The commerce of particular cities and towns, such 
as Rangoon, Maulmain, &c., is more fully stated in my 
accounts of those places. 

The country has no coinage. Silver and lead pass in 
fragments of all sizes, and the amount of every traiis> 
action is regularly weighed out, as was doiui by the 
ancients. (Gen. xxiii. 16. Ezra, viii. ‘J5.) It is cast by 
the assayers, in thin round cakes, weighing two or three 
ticais, but is cut up with mallet and chisel, to suit each 
sale. The price of a thing, therefore, is always stated 
in weight, just as if we should say, in answer to a ques- 
tion of price, “ an ounce,” or “ a drachm.” When an 
appearance like crystallisation is upon the centre of the 
cake, it is known to be of a certain degree of alloy, and is 
called “ llowered silver.” Of this kind, which is called 
Huet-nee, the tical is worth hfteen per cent, more than 
the Sicca rupee. The Dyng has tlie flowered appear- 
ance ov€T all the cake, in larger and longer crystals, 
and is cast into cakes winghiiig about twenty ticals, but 
varies exceedingly in fineness, being of all qualities, 
from Huet-neo to ten per cent, purer. It is assumed to 
be live per cent. [)urer. 

An inferior kind of silver, even to twenty-five per 
cent, alloy, circulates freely, for smaller barter. The 
people, liowever, are not deceived in its quality, for the 
degree of |>nrity is detected by them witli great readi- 
ness, chiefly by the appearance left on the cuke at cool- 
“‘o'* 

Silver, in passing from Jiaiid to hand, becomes more 
and more alloyed, so that, when a man is asked the 
price of a thing, he says, l.et me sec your money ! ” 
He then regulates his charge; by the (piality of the silver, 
and a piece is cliopi)ed ofi’ to meet the hill ; change, if 
any, being weiglied in lead. 

Gold is scare<dy used us a circulating medium, being 
absorbed in gilding sacred eilificcis, or in jewels. Ily 
Burmaii estimate, gold is eighteen times the value of 
silver. It often rises to twenty or more, when the 
people are coiiijjelled to obtain it at any price, to pay 
their tax towards the gilding of some pagoda. 

.Small payments are made in lead. Each vender in 
the bazaar has a basket full of this lead. Its general 
reference to silver is about five hundred to one. It 
varies exceedingly, liovv(»ver, in its proportion ; some- 
times fifteen viss of lead is given for a tical, and some- 
times only seven or eight, at Ava. In distant p.arts of 
the country, where the silver is more alloyed, thrt. or 
four viss is given for a tical. 

The late king, Mendcragyeo, aVenipted to intnxiuce i 
email silver coin, which he made with a mint establish- 
tnent imported from England. Hut ho roquircid his 
ticals to pass for sixty per cent, above tlieir real worth, 
and the copper for nearly three times its worth. The 
consequence was a universal stagnation of business ; 
and after urging Ids law so far as to execute s.>iiie for 
contumacy, lie was aj; hnigth obliged to let silver and 
lead pass by weight, ^according to their real worth, as 
before. The people are not anxious for coin. They 
cannot trust their ruiers ; iliey love higgling in bar- 
gains ; they make a profit oii tlieir money, as well as 
goods, by increasin^^ its alloj ; and a miinoroua class of 
asK^yers, or brokers, called rvui-zahs (by 1< n ignei*s, 
P^-zahs)i subsist by melting up sUver, to improve or 
deteriorate it as they are desired. Tld> liiey .o before 
the owner'A face, and have only the crucible and scorue 
for their trouble. 

At Rangoon, the Madras rupee circulates generally 


for a ti^t ; and along the rivers to Promo, it is 
known, and will be received. But at the capital, and 
throughout the interior, it is weighed, and deemed an 
inferior silver. In Arracan and the Tenasserim pro. 
Vinces, rupees, pice, and pie, now circulate os in Bengal, 
and money is scarcely ever weighed. 

The common rate of interest, when collateral security 
is deposited, is two or three per cent, a month ; wheJi 
there is no security, four or five por cent. If the interest 
become equal to the principal, the debt is cancelled. 
Creditors, therefore, exact new notes from their debtors 
every few months, if the interest he not paid. 

There is no standing army, though a few men aro 
hired by the month, in soino principal places, to hour 
arms, as a sort of guard. There is no military class in 
Hurmah, ]>robably owing to the religious prohibition 
of taking life. It is indeed never difficult to raise an 
army, as each petty ruler is obliged to bring forth his 
men by conscription; but when raised, it is a inoro 
rabble, destitute both of the spirit and the officers re- 
quisite to constitute a respectable force. They maivli 
under the same men who rule them in privjitc life, aiul 
can seldom have the slightest inducement to leave their 
liomcs. There is no cause of exemption from militarv 
duty, but bodily incapacity ; and every man wIjom- 
immediato ruler selects liini must inarch. In general, 
he receives neither pay nor rations, but shares the 
plunder. But in the late war, the government ])aid wa^ s 
and a large bounty. The marcli of an army th rough 
their own country is marked with nearly tho same ex- 
tortions as in a conquered province. Case's of desertion 
or disobedience are severely punished in tlu; persons of 
the soldier's family or relations, who, for his miscon- 
duct, are spoiled of thc‘ir goods, sold, or even j)iit to 
death. Of late years, muskets have hot*n imported in 
considerable quantities, and some cannon. 'I’lie I'or- 
mer are of tho j)oorest (piality, and the latter lie aliont 
for the most part without carriages, and are of little 
conse(jUcnce. 

Hurman soldiers arc crafty, hardy, an<l courageous. 
Though, in the late war, cannon and Congreve roclo t-, 
rohlsnl them of mueli of their established cluiracter for 
valour, yet, ou all occasions, llnjy behaved with ;i 
bravery which British troops have seldom met in tin* 
East, discarding the turban in the hour of battle, tiny 
rush rapidly on, with dishevelled hair and fierce gesfi- 
culatioiis ; and whatever personal courage without 
per arms can do, they generally accuinplisli. 

TIk.tc can scarcely be said to he any navy, as it con- 
sists only of long canoes, wholly untit for sea. Tlu t^c 
are rowed and fought by the same men. They gent- 
rally contain forty or fifty men, who sit two on a seat, 
using short oars, and having tln;ir dab hesidt; tluMii. 
As a river police, they are all-snlKeient. Many of tlicsi! 
are perfectly gilded, within and without, and <;vei] ilie 
oars. Some of thei.; are intended to convey the king 
and royal family, and have handsome ca*iiopies, built in 
the centre or bow, for that purpose, 

I liavery exists throughout tin; kingdom and its tie- 
peinlencies, and of eourse in tin; provint;es lately eedeil 
to the British. It is produced both by debt and capture. 
Around Ava, most of the slave's are prisoners ot "ar 
and their descendants. In other places they are cliiellv 
bond-debtors. A. few are annually introduced throiigli 
a slave-trade habitually carried on along tlie Iroiitieis. 
I cannot learn that Burmans themselves engage tins 
traffic, but they do not hesitate to purchase. Muninj|o- 
rians ainl Arrucancse are brought into Ava, especiallv 
on the Siam frontier, where they are often caught inn 
carried across the ill-defined boundary. * The entno 
number of persons brought into bondage by this slave 
trade is proportionably small. Debtor slaves are nume- 
rous in every part of the country. The king’s brotlioi 
told me he estimated their proportion to the rest o 
tl’.c population as one to seven or eight. This nngnt 
tiuo at Ava, but 1 think it much more than the geneii 



average. Persons borrowing money, mortgage them- 
Belves whien unable to give other security, and become 
servants to the lender, till the money is paid. The sum 
])orrowed is sometimes very small, perhaps only a few 
rupees ; but this makes no difference in the condition, 
or in the services required. 

] n Burmah Proper there is no remuneration towards 
liquidating the debt ; so that the person continues in 
bondage for life, except the money can somehow be 
obtained. In the provinces ceded to Britain, it is pro- 
vided by law, tliat^the debt shall diminish at the rate of 
four pice (about three cents) per day, by which process 
freedom is ultimately obtained. Tlio master has power 
to inflict corporeal and other punishments on bond- 
servants as on other slaves, but not to the extent of 
drawing blood. They are .also bought and sold with- 
out their consent, but may change masters at pl<*Jisure 
]>y obtaining a person to offer for them the amount of 
the debt. On the sum being tendered by the servant, 
the master is not at liberty to refuse*. 

The progeny of servants are free. Bytlie written 
laws, if a man become father to a male child by his 
slave, he may keep it, but the woman is thenceforth 
free. If it bo a female child, the father and mother 
are considered to own but half; and if she pay, or pro- 
cure to bo paid, the other half, the cliild is necessarily 
fre(?. Blit this rule is olisolote ; and, by universal 
custom, a slave who boars to lier master a idiild of 
eilh<-r sex is free. If slio choose to rinnain, be is ob- 
liged to support her as his wife. Fathers may pledge 
their wives and ehildron for money horrowell, or in 
otlum words, sell them, as the money is often taken up 
without intention of ri'payinent. The only escape from 
slavery from life, in such a ease, is for the ])crson to 
olitain by somo moans the amount dm*. Such sales are 
very cotnmmi, as a man seldom has any other security 
to give ; but in most cases a man redeems his family as 
1500H as he can. 

81av(‘s are not treated with more s(;vority than hired 
l:ibour<*rs. A state of society where tlie modes of living 
are so simple, renders the condition of the slave little 
diHereiit from that of liis master. His foo<I, raiment, 
and lodging, among all the middling classes at least, 
arc* n(»t essentially ditlerent. Being of the same colour, 
they and their children incorporate without diftieulty 
villi the mass of the jieople on obtaining freedom. The 
same fact tends to ameliorate their condition. In fine, 
their state does not much difl’er from tliat of hinui ser- 
vants who liave recciviv] their wages for a long time in 
adMinee. Ib'longing to ])ersons in the higher condi- 
tions does not inen'ase the severity of the bondage; 
lor though tlu' distinction is greater, the services are 
h’ss. iMany slaves live at their own hoiisos, just as 
otlier Jieople, hut liable to he called on for labour, which 
in many cases is required only at certain seasons of 
the year. 

In a country wliore rank is never for a moment | 
forgotten, and where the master has the power of a 
magistrate ov^'r all his dejiemh'iits, servitude creates a 
houndary which is in no danger of being jiassed. The 
ellt et is to make the si'rvant, in many eases, the friend 
and companion of tln^ master, to a di gree not ventured 
npoii’Iiy masters in countries where employment does 
not create dependence, and where familiarity may induce 
assumptions. Still tlie slaves of a desjiotic master can 
never be certain of bis favour, and can seldom afford 
or dare to be lioiiest. d'hey enforce his most unjust 
exactions as readily as any otlu'r <!Mminands. From 
infancy they an^ trained to craftiness, and all their life 
serves to confirm this vice. 

The slaves to pagodas are in some resjiocts better oft’ 
than other slaves, or even than common poor people, 
though it is considered as a condenmation. They be- 
coiiui such, chiefly by being given to some jiagoda by u 
great man, as a meritorious offering. Souietnrvs they 
whose punishment is thus c»'mmnted. 
More generklly they are uiioffending inhabitants of some 
district, whose prince or ruler, for any cause, chooses 
t'J make such a dotiation. 


The Burman year consists of twelve lunar monrfis, 
making the year only 354 days long. To supply this 
deficiency, a whole intercalary month is introduced 
every tliird year. The further rectifications which 
become necessary, are made, from time to time, by royal 
proclamation, at the instance of the astronomers. The 
common era corresponds with our a. d. C39. The year 
commences about the middle of April, so that tho 15th 
of April 1830, is the first day of their year 1201. In 
numbering the days of the montli, they go no higher 
than fifteen ; that is, from new moon to full, and from 
full moon to new. 

They have four worshiji-days in a month, namely, new 
and full moon, and half way between them ; so that 
there is an interval, sometimes of seven days, and Some- 
times of eight. Without any regard to this arrange- 
ment, time is divided into exact weeks of seven days 
each. What is very remarkable, the days are called 
from the planets, as .are ours. Thus they name the 
first day of the week from the sun, the second from the 
moon, third from Mars, fourth from Mercury, $ftb. 
Jupiter, sixth, Venus, seventh, Saturn. The aiTange- 
inent is the same in Siam. 

Both day and night are divided into four equal parts. 
I nevtir found any instrument for keeping time, though 
there is a sort of clepsydra at A va. In the “ provinces/' 
our mode of arranging the hours is becoming common; 
aiul time-pieces arc not uncommon in the hands of 
wealthy natives. 

Burmaii weights are exhibited in the follow'ing table, 
aufl are used both for goods ami money : — 

2 small mays equal 1 large may, or 1 pice ; 4 large 
mays equal 1 bai or may, or 1 anna ; 2 buis equal 1 
inoo, or 2 annas ; 2 moos i*(pial 1 mat, or 4 annas (624 
gr. troy) ; 4 mats equal 1 kyat, or 1 tical ; 100 kyats 
equal 1 piakthah or viss (3 G5-100ths pounds avoir- 
dupois). 

The small may is the little scarlet hean {abrtis 
eniorhts)^ with a black spot upon it, called in America 
t’rwA’i! et/e. Tho large may is the black oblong bean, of 
the adenanthcra pnvoynna. The other weights are of 
brass, handsomely east, and j)olish<‘d. 

By late cxpi rinieiits at the Calcutta mint, the tical 
is found to be 252 grains troy, and to weigh exactly 
one cubic inch of distilled water, at the temperature of 
i)0". 

The kind of silver used may make the value more or 
less than these rates. 8ee more on this subject, under 
the li(*ad Currency. 

JMcaaures of length. — 8 tbits (finger’s breadtli) equal 
1 inaik (bi’cadth of the hand with thumb extended);. 
1.^ inaiks e(jnal 1 twah (span); 2 twahs equal 1 toting 
(cubit); 4 toungs equal I Ian (fathom); 7 toungs equal 
1 tall (bamboo or rod) ; 140 toiings, or twenty taha, 
equal 1 okethaj>ah ; 7000 toungs, or 1000 tahs, equal 

1 taiiig (2 miles, 581 ft., 8 in.) ; 0* 4-lOths taings, or 
daings, or (MOO tahs, or .‘520 okethapahs, equal 1 uzena, 
or about 12 7*2-1 UOtlis miles (in little use except in the 
sacred books). 

Measures of capacity. —2 lamyets equal 1 lamay; 

2 lamays equal 1 salay (about 1 pint) ; 4 salays equal 

1 pyee (two quarts) ; 2 jiyees equal 1 sah (a 

2 sails eipial 1 saik (a peck) ; 2 saiks equal 
2 kwais equal 1 ten; 100 tens equal 1 coyan. 

'J’lie ten is what Europeans in the country call a 
basket, from tlie basket measure of that capacity. Tliis 
full of clean rice is a common allowance to a labourer 
for one month. It is deemed to weigh fifty-eight and 
two-fifths pounds avoirdupois, or sixteen viss, or forty 
Feiiaiig catties. 

TIio language is remarkably dissimilar to the other 
languages of the east. Tlie character is beautifully 
simple, and is written with facility. Tho style of form- 
ing letters, whether in printing or writing, is pmcisely 
the same. There arc eleven vowels and thirty-three 
consonants. About a thousand characters must be used 
in printing, in consequence of the numerous combina- 
tions. 



the structure of the language is natural, but very 
unlike the English. The pronunciation is difficult, 
owing partly to the gutturals, and partly to the extreme 
aicety of the difteronce in sound between words which 
mean verydifferentthings, andarcoftenspclled precisely 
alike ; and, on tlie whole, it is a difficult language to 
acquire. All pure Eurman words arc monosyllables ; 
but there ai*o nunioroiis polysyllables, derived chiefly 
from the Pah. U'licre being no inflections to any part 
of speech, greatly simplifies the grammar. Number, 
|)erson, mood, and tense, are formed by snflixes. Ne- 
gatives and adjectives are formed by pi'etixes to verbs. 
The fastidiousness respecting rank, introduces a per- 
plexing variety of phrases to mean the same action in 
different persons, to which allusion lias .already betui 
made. Even in regard to common actions, tho verbs 
used are widely different ; for example, for our term 
to teas/if are many words ; one is used for washing the 
face, another for washing the bands, anollicr for wash- 
ing linen in mere water, another for washing it with 
SoalT, another for washing dish(?s, &.c. 

Instead of a perplexing variety of spelling-books, 
they have a Thcm-bon^-f/f/ec, or spelling and reading 
book, of about forty jiages octavo, of great antiquity, 
and so perfect, that no otlier lias (‘ver been deemed 
necessary by the missionaries. It is drawn up philo- 
sophically, and Avhen committed, the learner is in pos- 
session of every possible sound in tho language, except 
a few from some Pali words which have crept into 
common use. 

Books, as is generally known, arc written usually oii 
palm-leaf, with aii iron jicn or style. The leaf is pre- 
ared with care, and of good books tho edges are gilded, 
ome have tho margins illuminated, and gilded with 
considerable elegance. The book is defended by thin 
slabs of wood, more or less ormimeutod. Sometimes 
thin leaves of ivoiy are used, and oecnsionally gil<lt‘d 
sheet iron, i’or common books, a thick black paper is 
used, wliich is written upon witli a pencil of steatite. 
The writing may be removed with <he hand, as froin a 
slate ; and such books, calk'd Tha-^nke^ last a long time. 
They are in one piece of s('V('i.al yards long, and folded 
like a fan. They can, of course, be used on lioth sides ; 
and every portion may bo sealed up by itself, thus fur- 
bishing a good idea of the l)f)ok' juentioned Rev. v. 1, j 
which was written within and on tin; hack side, sealed | 
with seven seals.” 

The number of hooks is, (d’ course, iKjt large, in a 
country where printing is unknown. >'M1 ]»rincipal 
citizens, however, poss(‘SS a few ; and the royal lihrary 
at Ava contiiins .some thousand. volume.^, k(’})t in large.* 
and elegant chests, assorted under different heads, .siudi 
as law, history, medicine, poetry, ])aiiiting, ;iu<l music. 
The greater ])art of the literatuie is metrical, and c»‘n- 
feists of balluds, legends of < iaudama, histories of tho 



admitted, they alfe becoBfiaidly loft untaught, except 
where the piireuta can afford to pay a schoolmaster. 
Boys begin to attend the Kyoung at eight or ten years, 
but do not assume the yellow cloth till several years 
after. Tliey learn slowly, and, at tho expiration of four 
or five years, have attained little more than, in a very 
bungling way, to read and write, and to add, subtract, 
and divide. Those who take tho yellow cloth, and live 
in tho Kyoung, become able to understand a few books, 
and learn their system of tlio universe. If they continue 
priests, and aspire after literature, -they go on to got a 
smattering of Pali and astrology, and if thc^y mean to 
reach llic summit of Parnassus, study the Tlicn-gyo, or 
book of metaphysics. 

Jt lias been often said that the Bunnans are a read- 
ing people.” Tliey miglit more properly bo called “ a 
people tliat can read.” The written and colloquial styles 
are so diffci'cnt, that f(;w understand readily tho senti- 
ments of a book, d’lio mass of the people being wholly 
witbout books or periodicals, their reading is confined 
to tin? short written instruments (unployed in the trnns- 
action of business. It is truly remarkable that so many 
cliildreii arc taught to in'.'kI, when it is foreseen so littk) 
use can ever bo made of the acquisition. It certainly 
is a providential jireparatioii for the difTiisioii ()!' tin.' 
word of ti’uth, and ought to ('ucourage tlie I'ricuids of 
missions in their design of distributing the ISeripturcs 
and scrijitui’al tracts. 

Projicrly speaking, there are no literary iiistitiitioiv. 
in the country, and iew' ever go beyond their acijuisi- 
tions at the Jvyouiig. Sucli as the literature is, it is 
almost abandoned to tlie pougyties. A vi'ry iV'>v, esiu-. 
cially among the nobles, are addicted to reading. Tic* 
most (li.stinguislied now is the Mekara pi'incc, w ho read-; 
Knglisli, and collects foreign pictures, maps, coiiir., 
imjdcinenls, ivc. 

As to astronomy and g(M>grajihy, fin;* more they learn, 
the more they a.ro in error, for a inoia.' absurd sy.-vi**iii 
could not be. They d(*sc)’ihe eiglit ]>lanr(s, nanu ly, tii'' 
sun. moon, .Miu’cmy, Venus, Mars, tlupitcr, Saturn, ;md 
Ituku^ tile last being invisibk*. All l.lu**sc rovolvo round 
tlieeartli, the sun going •|ui(*Uer than tin.' moon, .\oiii* 
of these planets are round, hut ai'o extended plains, 
Ibrrr.ed in the manner explaiin'tl in tin? ( hapter on rili 
gion. .McJips('H are jirodiieed by .Kalin (prmuuinenl 
an iinm(‘n-<e mnnsler, w ho pots th<^ ;-uu or inooM 
undt-r his chin, wlu'ii the (.*cli})se is jau'tial, or takes ii. 
into Ills huge mouth, :ind tlien tin; eclipsi.* is total. 

Tliey art' not without mans of various jairtions of 
their country, hut sadly riuie and impeiTect, Ix.-ing iiiafi-' 
without m.’itliernatical or astronomical instrunienis oi 
any sort. 1 s;aw’ some, in whicli ilic artist, coming to tin: 
etigo of the paper in tracing out a river, tui-iied up i In- 
side, and round tlie lop ; thus placing (.•itit*s and sfreaiiiS 
to tho north and north-west, w hich, in fact, were diu; 


kings, astronomy'’, and geograiihy'. 

The sacred books an? in Pali, atliaicct or corrupiion 
of the Sunscrit. It is wholly a dead language, ft'W e’ ' 
of the priests being able to read it, and still fewer 
understanding wiiat they read. .U was pirobably the 
vernacular tongue of (.laudanui, tkdt is, flio Magdob (,*r 
. Magadeh of Jiehar. Bucliaiian seems mistaken in 
supposing tho Pali of Ceyhni, Burinah, and Siam, to 
l)e different. He wms probably h?fl into the error by 
the language being wTitten in the i’esp(?ctivi* cliartu tcrs 
of those countries, ris it often is. !Mr Wilson tl dvs it 
a misnomer to e ill tin language /by/i, and that that 
term belongs properly to the eharact*.!-, and Magmlrh 
or Puncritte the language, corresponding to the terms 
Magari and Suni>cr>i. lie remarks, also, that the 
language differs from Sv '}s(:r:.i only in emiru iation, 
being more soft, and hquilylog all th * lun*:.;. sounds. 

The rudiments of educati(;ii are wniely difl’ —d, and 
iinost men, even common labourers, learn to rt ad and 
write a little. But few go beyond liio. ' atfa! ments. 
Women of respectability generally ca?r .ead, but com- 
paratively few of thpwj in huinblo life. 'Jd'cre is no 
objection nianifestfe^ to their learuing; but as almost 
the only whools arc the Kyonngs, whm* glrin *01 


t*;ist I 

No braiicli of knowledge Is enfflvated wllli avluifv 
butalclunny, in wdiieli absurd pursuit nci^vly tivcry 1 "'^' 
son pretending to lileratiiro ('ngagi*s more or less. I’lj'' 
royal family is not »?xempt frimi this folly, 'i’lieir oiuy 
I jioj) is traiuunute b;iso nu.*tals, iniiK'rals, Ac , hiU> 
1 gold. In proeiiriiig apeeimens of iniiierulogy, the ualivt s 
j ulway.s siijtpoHed thia was iny sole? purpose ; and in every 
I baz.'uir arc ho Id atones and petrifactions, for theo]w- 
I rativ(‘.s -in this aublimo science. As to the elixir ot 
I iminortaUty, whieli former lunatics of tliis sort hojied 
to discover, it never enters into tJie luiad of a Jlurnuui 
alcliemist. He has no i<Ioa of immortality. Neither 
bis religion or philosophy p(?rnnts the thought. Hid k^* 
obtain it, it would dash all his hopes of uic-ban. 

Whether the state of society exhibited jn Burnuih 
be, on the avIioIc, inon? conducive to liappiueas tljan 
tlie species of civilisation whicli wo <?njoy, is a question 
I leave to philosophers. It ill ljeconie.s us to .scorn a 
stall s of society wliicli differ greatly from our owib 
without inquiring liow far our estimate may be 
by mere education and habit. 1 would certaiidy pit- 
c to engraft science and rt'llgion on the condition 0 



jttan in Bumali, to having thorn aecottlbanied by out I a hunted tribes of people, ovev none of whom irfiber 
forma of society and social constitution. There, human influence less than that of France over the smallw 
wiiiits have a definite limit, easily reached, and leaving ' states of Europe. Let Burmah embrace the Christian 
uinplo leisure to almost every member of society for faith, and she has at her command money and mia* 
the pursuits of religion and science. With ua, it is sionaries for all their tribes, 
scarcely possible for the great majority to fulfil the pre- 
cepts of religion, or cultivate by science their immortal 

powers. The labouring man can only by incessant CHAPTER VI. 

efforts keep himself and family supplied with what they Extent of Boodliisni. Moaning of the Term. Antiquity of the 
think necessaries. ^ With every grade above, it is the System. History of Gaudama. The next Boodh. TheBedagat. 
same. Not only is religion, but reason and health, Theory of tho Universe. Moral Code. Discourse of Gaudama. 
sacrificed, in our pursuits, exertions, and amusements. llcUgious Edifices, &o. Remarks. 

Ill vain do sacred teachers and philosophers cry out BoormisM is, probably, at this time, and has been for 
against the universal perversion. So Jong as society is many centuries, the most prevalent form of religion 
so constructed, the evils must remain. Prisons, liospi- poii earth. Half of tlm population of China, Lao, 
tals, poor-rates, executions, poverty, disease, celibacy, Cochin-China, and Ci^ylon ; all of Camboja, Siam, Bur- 
and innumerable siiflerings, grow up from these evils, mab, Thibet, Tartary, and Loo-choo ; and a great part 
On the wliole, the Burinaiis are fully entitled to he .lapan, and most of the other islands of the southern 
called a civilised people. A rt'gular government, a seas, are of this faith. A system which thus enchains 
ivrittcn lariirnaire, an established literatun?, a scuttled the minds of half the human race, deserves the atten- 


ahode, foriagu commerce', respectable architecture, 
good roads and bridges, competent manufactures, ade- 
quate dress, gradations of rank, and tlie conditions of 
women, conspire to establish their claim to he so con- 
sidered. Their exact place in the scale of civilisation 
is not so easily settled. In intellect, morals, manners, 
;iiid several of the poinis just named, tlioy are not sur- 
passed by any nation of tlin East, ;uul are certainly 
superior to any natives of this peninsula. Prior to the 
recent entrance of Eurojx'ans, the degree of civilisation, 
whatever it was, sec'ined to bo fixed and complete. No 
eliang(; in laws, habits, nianufaetures, fimrl, dwellings, 
poeliy, jtainliiig, or indeed anything else, had been 
.made for centuric's ; or ifimi'h', yet so slowly as to im- 
))art no excitement to the puhli<? mind. Now the ease 
is decidedly dilVen'nt. 'I’liey not only have e<»ntaet with 
.Europeans, hut confess int’eri(»rity ; and iu some things 
an.* adoiitiiig our inodes and inanufntdure. In the 
Tennssorim provinces, this is espt'claliy the case ; and 
slmnid Enuland resign those, possessions, the ofl'ecls of 
lier dominion on the population williannain and extend. 
If tli(‘ pn.sf.-nt king sluiuld retain tin* views of state 
policy wh it'll ho e\})ressed to me wlii!-* a subject, and 
wliieli he is the fittest man in the kingdom to execute, 
Jlnnnali must rajiiJly rise in political Importance. 

The introductitm of the art of jirinling would, pro- 
liahly, do mori; for tliis people than any other in India, 
Active, intelligenf, and ptu'severing, the whole eom- 
mniiity would ft'cl the impulse of diffused knowledge. 
All Would read, all wamld lx* <|uiekened, all w<mhl coii- 
tnhnto to tlu? general ittiproveiin'iit. It woultl bring 
with it that stupendous intlnence, wliieh i.s the wonder 
of the.se latter days- -tin* pow(’r of voluntary association. 1 
Men and women would form small eomiiumitles for the ' 
accomplishment each of sonn* favourite aim. Every 
improvi'meiit eouM ho made general, livery useful 
proj(‘ct would find friemls, and siiecc'j’ding !j"iierations 
<Mij(ty accnmnlating light, 

Jhit iu alltwing myself these aniieij'tntions, I take for 
granted that mis.sionary (’tl'orts will I.m' hugely ineroased, 
and their effetus fall ujiou the wliolo community. 'IT-ue 
religion can alone eiiaole the press to produce its fullest 
blessings. Without this, it may elevate the arts, im- 
prove science, and advance li e general weailli ; hut it 
leaves them a race of relxds against tin* eternal Lord- 
a kingdom of Satan. 1 ndeed, without religion, the press 
«uul(l not aeeomplish tiie worldly prosperity ul the state. 
A press, direel(‘d hygenuiiK, steady, ami p<*rsf*vcring 
henevolenee, must oper.'Tlfe for Burmah, ero she rise 
from the dust, and sit joy«msly among tlio nations. As 
y^‘t all the power of the press is in our hands. VVdiat 
a trust! How arc the Baptists in America hound to 
follow up, .with t(‘nfold energy, the work tliey have so 
^veli begun ! How should the friends man lend their 
ttid in disseminating among this jieoi.le tiie ri^ limcnts 
of true .s(5ience, the principles of right govOTiiient., and 
the blessings of pure religion ? Even now’ slie is the 
first native power in Farther India, and is second in all 
the Eiist only to China, Within and around her are 


lion of both Christians and philosophers, however^abu- 
lous and ab.surd. 

Chinese accounts make the intrcducticm of Boodhism 
into that empire to Inave occurred about a. d. 65. 
Alarshman .suppt)ses the Siamese and Laos to have re- 
ceived the systf'm about tlirec centuries before Christ. 
A A'cry great increase of the Boodliist faith is known 
to have occurred in China early in the? sixth century, 
which may have resulted from tlie flight of priests with 
him, about that time, from the persecution of the Brah- 
minists. 

Boodh is .*i general term for divinity, and not the name 
of any jiartieular god. TJiere Inive been innumerable 
Boodle, in difierent ages, .among different worlds, but 
in no world more than five, and in some not any. In 
this world there have been four Boodhs, namely, Kan- 
ka-tlnm, Caii-na-goug, Ka-tlia-pa, and Gaiidama. In 
the Siamese language, these are called Kak-a-san, Ko- 
na-goii, Kasaj), and Kudom. One is yet to come, namely, 
Ar('e-ina-day-el). 

It has he(>n often reniarla'd, that. Gaudama was ono 
of the incarnations of Vishnu, and appeared in tho 
form of a cow. I’his ide a lias probably originated with 
(ho llindu.s, and is advanced to support their assertion, 
that this j’cligion is a hi'aneh of theirs. But no two 
systems can be more oj>po.site, or bear less evidence of 
one being ilerived from the other. Brahminism has 
inearnaGons, l)ut Boodhism admits of none, for it has 
no permanent (iod. If, in its endless metempsychosis, 
any being should descend from tho highest forms of 
e\isrei'e«; to take human nature, it would not bo an 
ineaniatjtm of ,l)('ity, hut a real degradation of being, 
and the person so deseending would become titerally 
a man. If he ever rise again, it must be by another 
almost infiniio ehange, now to better, and now to worse, 
as merit is gaiioMl or lost. While llindiii.sm teaches OHO 
eternal deity, Boodhism lia.s now' no god. That has a 
liost of idols ; this only oik'. That enjoins bloody EUicri- 
iici's; this forbids all killing. Tliat requires atrocious 
self-tortures ; this inculcates few er austerities than even 
Popery. Iliat n^akos lying, fornication, and theft, 
sometimes eommendahle, and describes the gods as 
<*xeolluig in these I'liormities ; this never confounds 
I right and w rong, and never ('xcuses any sin. That makes 
' absorption into deity the supreme good; this annihila- 
tion. In fine, 1 Imow' of no imporUvnt resemblance. 
None of the Braliminieal hooks are regarded by Bood- 
hi.sts as authorit.itive, and no pr:ictic(?s seem to be de- 
rived from them. The fact that BoodhUt priests often 
worship kneeling on a cow'-hide, is no evidence of affilia- 
tion to nraliminism, as lias been assorted. They dia- 
elaim any religious preforence for tho hide of a’ cow. 
It is, in fact, just a piece of leather of any kind, folded 
np like a hook, carried either by tho priest or ,his 
attendant, and laid on tho ground when ho kneels before 
ii pagoda, to keep him from soiling his robe. 

Tliere are some reasons for eonaidering Boodhism, if 
not tho parent system, yet probably more ancient than 
Bmhminism. In various parts of Hindustan axe found 



iifu^tipns that Boodhism was once the prevailing faith, i 
The caves of Elephants* and Eloraf contain images of 
Gandama of great antiquity. J Colonel Fianklin dis- 
covered one of colossal size among the ruins of Pali- 
hothea. I have one of terra-cotta, bearing inscriptions 
in the ancient Devnagari character. The Vedas them- 
selves mention Boodh. The Poorannas were unques- 
tionably written some centuries l.Mtor than the period of 
Gaudama. The splendid ruins at Prarabana, Boro 
Budo, and Singa Sari in tin* interior of Java, are re- 
garded by Sir Stamford Rattles as having claims to the 
highest antiquity of any such structure on the island ; 
and from Captain Baker’s descriptions of these, there 
can be no doubt of their Boodhist origin, 'fhe images 
are of Boodh. The very term Itndo^ or IhuVhoy is in 
the Javanese language synonymous with “ ancient” or 

pagan.” The Javanese speak of tlio tinu^s when 
Boodhism was the religion of their country as the 
“ ancient times.” Their ancient laws make no dis- 
tinctions, in the award of punishment, in lavonr of a 
Brahmin, but always in favour of a king. 'J'liis is so 
oppe^ite to the religion of the Hindus, tliat when they 
were made, Brahmins could have had no ascendancy. 
They, however, early acquired power, and when Maho- 
metanism was brought to Java, it found the Hindu faith 
established as the religion of the country. 

Brahminism w'as introduced into Bali between three 
and four hundred years ago, previous to which, the 
reigning religion was Boodhism.§ I’ho existence of 
caste, and the position of Brahmins on the pinnacle of 
it, indicate the seniority of Boodhisin. H:id the reli- 
gion of the latter been the progenitor, the whole aystem 
of caste would have been inherited, almost beyond a 
doubt. We can scarcely imagine that an established 
priesthood should r(5sign such j)owor and rank us is 
field by the political, money-making, haughty, and sen- 
sual Brahmins. 

Boodh is possibly tlio Budda or Butta of Boohart 
and Beausolre; the Bod of the Arabians ; the Boiitta 
of Clemens Alexandrinus ; the Baouth of Geiitil. The 
pyramids of Egypt arc so similar in their structure to 
a pagoda, and .so evidently contain sacred relics, and 
not the bones of kings, that they bear strong evidences 
of being Boodhist pagodas. 

The probability sc'cins to be th.at Bralmiinism grew 
out of Boodhism, and gaiiu'd power and numbers in 
Hindustan till tlio close of the first century of the 
Christian ora, wdion they wi’n.- able to commeiici) that 
persecution of which their own records speak, and 
W'bich drove out the teacluo’s of Boodhism into Farther 
India, whence it extended into China. 

Gaudama w'as the son of d’holve-daw'-da-reh, or, as it 
is written in Sunscrit, So<idawdaneh, king of Ma-ge-deh 
(now' called Beliar), in Hindustan. He was born about 
B. c. 626. 

He had previously lived in four hundred millions of | 
W'orlds, and passofl through innumerahh; conditions in 
each. Ill this world, he had been almost every sort of 
worm, fly, fowl, fish, or animal, and almost every grirh} 
and condition of human life. Having, in the course uf | 
these transitions, attained immense merit, he at length I 
was born sou of tlie above-named Wng. The moniont 
he w'as born, he jumped upon his feet, and, sjireading I 
out his arms, exclaimed, “ Now' am f the noblest of ! 
men ! This is tlie last time I .shall ever bf? born !” His i 
height, when grown up, was iiiiui cubits. His ears w'ere | 
80 beautifully long, as to bang upon bis .shoulders ; liis | 
hands reached to Ids knees ; his lingers were ol eq,:al 
length; and with, hisjtongue he could tou ;h the end of 
his nose 1 All which are considered irrefragable proofs 
of his divinity. 

* On an Island of tluit nuiuc t. mv 

t In the province of z' runKJihm;. 

t For descriptions of thest; ver^ n-jo trk.iblo ffvps. - « Wcckj’fl 
Wonders of Flora; Mulct; 'I’nin-iutums oi Hihjimuj Lit. .six*. 
nrt.9an<l iri; Danld’s Voyage U) ledia ; I’rui. .ju i;( i; Asi;it. 

Sot. voL ii.; Moileni Traveller, vol. iv; Diq). i I'n lnn. ItttK,*. 

to his Z.md Avista ; Asiatic Rcfx*arclK-s, vol. i. 

5 eniwfuHl’s Indian Arclii|X*lago, hrxik vi. ch. 2. 



(laiulamu. 

till the devtdopemi'nt of Die next 


When in this mind wa^ enlarged, so that 

he remembered his former eohditions and existences 
Of these he rehe^d many to his followers. Five 
hundred and fifijjr of these narratives have been pre. 
served, one relating his life and adventures as a diuir, 
another as a monlcey, elephant, fowl, &c. &c. The 
collection is called jDjsat, and forms a very considerable 
part of the sacred books. These legends arc a fruitlul 
source of designs for Burman paintings. Of these I 
purchased several, wdiich do but bring out into visible 
absurdity the system they would illustrate. 

Ho became Boodh in the thirty-fifth year of his ago, 
and romained so forty-five years, at the end of whidi 
time, liaviiig performed 
all sorts of meritorious 

deeds, and promulgated 
excelhmt huvs, far and 
W'ide, he obtained “ iiie- 
baii,” that is, entered 
into annihilation, togo- 
thor with five hundred 
priests, 

liad been long attended. 
Tliis occurred in 11 in. 
dustau, about 
years ago, or w.c. .Hij. 
The Cingalese make his 
de.ath to have occurred 
B. {'. and the .sia- 
in(*se, who also reeloni 
time fnuii that era, 
make it n. e. .>M. At 
bis death, he advised 
that, besides olu'yiiig 
|his laws, his relics ami 
image should be wtir- 
shi[)p(Ml, and })agoda« 
built, to liis m<‘inoiy, 
Boodh. He is 
invarijibly nqinjsented in llu* same mami(?r, cNcrjit 
that soinetimes lie is made to wear a crown, necklace, 
firnaments on hi.s arms, Ac. The comnuni representa- 
tion is given in my Bilde Hictionary ; the other is exhi- 
bited in the accompanying cut. I htivi? set ii them ot’ 
all sizes, from half an inch long to seveuty-iiv(.‘ feet.™ 
of wood, stt)ne, brass, brick, clay, and i\ory. 

'riie next Boodh is to a]q)ear in about si^veii or eiidil 
thou<;uid years fnnn the present time. His height \m! 1 
bo eighty cubits ; his mouth will lie five cubits wide, 
and the length of the liairs of his eyebrows five euliii.*;. 
Tin* j>rt‘ciso time of his arrival is not predieted. 

No laws or sayings (J tin; first, tlireo Boedhs ace 
extant. Those of Gaudama wi'ie transmitted l»y tra- 
dition, till four liuiidrod and fifty years after his decease, 
when they were reduced to writing in Geylon, that is, 
A. n. ,'H. These arc the only sacre(l hooks of the Jhn’- 
man.s and arc all in the Jkili language. They are cdiu- 
prisiil in three divisions, oi* books, namely, Thokc, 
Winnee, ainl Abeedamali. JCaeh of the-so is di^ided 
into distinct books, or sections. The whole is called 
the Jtrdaf/at. ( 'onies of j>arts of ilu'se works ;ir(; nut 
.scfir'*e, thongli found chiefly with the priests. Entire 
copies are rare. Some of them are truly elegant, tlie 
leaf being covered with black varnish, iia fine and glossy 
as enamel, ami over this tho words written in gold 
letters. 

They are all in the same form, and strung on a coni. 
The outsides arc often di'fended by a liandsomely carvod 
and gilded board, of the sa#i^‘ size as tho letives. '1 lie 
strings with wdiicli they are tied are about an inch wide, 
and a fathom long, witli some sentence woven in " ilU 
the texture. These are either some quotation from a 
sacred book, or some pious sentiment. Gne of tbu.*^e 
ill my possession reads thus: — “ This boo'k-string 
ottered yon, with affectionate* regard, to tie 
sacred book ; that precious book where you will iim 
the door by which to enter nic-baii.” , ^ ... 

Tlio cosmogony of the Bedugat is not precisely a ‘ ^ 
in the different books ; and oven in the same booK i 



consistencies often occur. The following sketch, there- 
fore, though derived from the best informed priests and 
inisHionarioB, differs in some respects frohi various 
statemciita which have appeared, and is to be received 
as the scheme set forth in such books as my informants 
liad read. 

Tin? universe is composed of an infinite number of 
systoms, called SaU-yaa. These systems touch each 
other at the circumference, and the angular spaces 
between them are tilled up with very cold water. Kacli 
si<lc of these spaces is 3000 uzeiias long. Of these 
innumerable systems, some are constantly becoming 
chaotic, and reproduce tliemselves in course of time. 
Of these lorniations and dissolutions there was never a 
bt.'giimiiig, and will never he an end. 

Kach system consists of a great central mountain 
surrounded by seas, and four great islands, each sur- 
rounded by r>00 smaller ones, and with ccdostial and 
internal regions. Of this great mountain, the eastern 
side is of silver, the western of glass, the northern of 
gold, and the southern of dark rii])y. It is called 
iUycnwn), and is 34,000 iizenas high. Its base is efjually 
deep. Tlu? top is Ihittoned to a plain 40,000 nzenas in 
di.ameter. Seven chains of mountains, and seven great 
rivers or seas, onc?irelo the mount on every side. 

The four great islands Ijave each a shape, to whicli 
that of the smaller ones belonging to it is exactly 
conformed. Ours is oval, the western is round, the 
northern is a ]>arMllelograni, and the eastern .semilunar. 
The colour of each st't of islands is derived from that 
sidt? of tlio mountain next to them. The inliabitants 
have both their eolour and tile shape of their faces 
conformed to tlnat of the islaml on whicli they dwell, 
'i’ho.se on tlie eas.tern islands are nine cubits high, those 
on the western six, those on the northern thirteen. The 
inlialjitants of the eastern and western islands practise 
agrieulture and tlu! arts, much as we of the southern 
do; but those of the northern have uo such emjiloy- 
mc'iits. A tree is there which yields all manner of 
garments, meats, lisli, t*ve. They have uo .sorrows or 
pains; and every individual lives just 1000 years. 
IJelwecn the great islands sliips cannot pass. The sea 
there rises in waves sixty or seventy uzeiias high, and 
contains lislus liOO and 700 uzeii.is long, the mere 
nioveinent of whose bodies often creates tempests whicli 
reach Jiuiidreds of u/.(*nas ! 

'J'liis earth is: the .southern cluster of islands, and we 
are living on the large one. U is a convex jilane, not 
a spill VC, and is divided ]»y mountains and navigable 
seas. Its diameter is 10,000 u/.enas, and the thickness 
of the crust or surface on wliicli we live is ‘2-10,00u 
u/cnas. Below this is water twice as deep as the eiirtli 
is thick. The wliole is siijiported on ;i stratum of a’r 
twice as deep as the water, and whicli supports itseii | 
by internal concussions or explosions. Beneath is 
viicmim. 

Ill tlie other three islands and their dependencies, 
the inliahitaiits have always had the same length of 
life. Jlnt ii^ ours, tlie jieriod constantly varies. At 
first, our race lived as many years as tliere would be 
drops of rain if it rained three years ince.ssantly. In 
a .SiAineso version of the same book, it is given as a 
period of year.s (‘iiiliracing KiO cipliin-s. Falling off in 
virtue and correct liabils, the tv nii gradually eontr.'icted, 
in till? course of myriads of ages, to ten years. Then 
mankind was led to roHect and reform, ami the period 
gradually enlargi'd, as they became more temperate 
and correct, till it rose i?ven to the primitive duration. 
By succeeding degmiera#^, it gradually contracted 
again to ten. (4f these iiu ri'ases and diminutions there 
have lioeii eleven, and will be tifty-tliree more, before 
the sakiya Bysl(?ni, to which we belong, will be again 
jlcstroyed. At this time, the period of life s.s contract- 
ing through our increasing degeneracy, and lias fallen 
to oiglity years. 

The inliabitants of the three other i.shniu.s Jiud their 
tlependencics are always reproduced in the same island. 
l ;Ut our world has this advantage, that by nierit wc may 
Use to the soveral heavens, and even to nic-ban itseii. 


When hy the power of ftte s e^viem is t(»4e 
destroyed, it occurs either by fire, water, or triad. The 
process of renovation is exemplified in the following 
account of our own world, which, like the others, has 
repeatedly been destroyed and renewed. After lying 
in a state of chaos many ages, the crust of the earth 
recovered firmnes.s, and was covered with a thin crust 
of sweet butter. The grateful fragrance ascending to 
the heavens, celestial beings were filled with desire to 
c'at it, and, assuming a liuman shape, came down in 
large numbers. Their bodies were luminous, and they 
neetlcd no other light. Becoming quarixdsome and 
corrupt, the delicious criLst disappeiu’s, and their bodies 
become dark. I n their distress, the sun appears ; and 
afterwards, the moon and stars. Compelled now to 
seek other food, they find rice growing without a huslf^ 
and thim needing no labour. Fire, spontaneously issu- 
ing from the .stones, cooks it. This gross food at 
length excited various passions, and mankind became 
divided into sexes. Marriage followed. The race 
degenerating still more, was obliged to choose a king, 
(iiiarrels multiply, ami men disperse over the Wbrld. 
(.Tiinate, water, and food, then produce the diversities 
we sec among nations. 

The celestial regions consist of twenty-six heavens, 
one above another ; and the infernal regions of eight 
principal hells, cacli surrounded by .sixteen smaller 
ones. The base of Myenmo Mount is inhabited by 
dragons, great birds, and animals of unknown shapes. 
The middle region constitutes the lower of the six 
inferior heavens, and is inhabited by jiowerful beings, 
called SecdoQ-mahah-Tdjah. The summit is the next 
inferior heaven, calleil Tah-iva^ling^lha. Above, in 
open space, are the four otliers, namely, Ya-mah, Toke- 
the-dahf Par-nit-iny-metiiy and FAha-wa-dee, The in- 
habitants of all these are called Nats. 'ITicy never 
perform M?rvile labour, for trees bear in profusion 
every object of neces.siity or gratification. The term of 
tlicir lives is about nine million times longer than tlie 
present ti'rni of ours. Their children .are born with 
the degree of maturity tliat ours have at fifteen years 
old. What we call thunder, is the noise they inako 
when at play ; and rain is jiroduced by the agitation 
they make in tlie air in running about. 

In tliose first six heavens, the inhabitants have body 
and .soul, like ourselves ; in the next sixteen, they are 
pure matter ; and in the last four, pure spirit. 

The aim of mortals is to attain, after death, to Tah- 
wa-ting-tha, the diameter of which is the same as this 
earth. Like the abodes of the Nats, it abounds in good 
tilings, of which the Bedagat contains copious and 
minute details. Among the glorious possessions of 
Thig-ya-men, its king (whose principal residence is 
fully described) is a liuge white elephant. Thiaaiiiraal, 
named Ay-ra-woon, is fifty u/.enaa high, and has seven 
heads ; each head has .seven tusks, and each tusk seven 
tanks. Ill eacli of these tanks grow seven lilies ; each 
lily lia.s seven blossoms ; eaidi blossom has seven 
petals ; each petal bears up seven palaces, and in each 
palace arc? seven iiyniplis, or wives of the king, each 
surrounded by oOO atteiidauls. Another elephant has 
one great head, tlitrty uzeiias long, on which the king 
occasionally ridi's ; and tliirty-two smaller heads, for 
the thirty-two royal princes. 

Of the jirinciiial hells, four inflict punishment by 
heat, and the other four by cold. Each of these is 
lfi,O0U uzenas wide. In the sixteen minor liells, the 
w icked sufler evi*ry conceivable misery, not connected 
with cold or heat. Worms of vast size bite them, tlieir 
bowels arc torn out, their limbs racked, and tlicir bodies 
lacerated or beaten with dreadful hammers. They are 
pierced with rod-hot spits, crucified head dowmwards, 
gnawed by dogs, and torn by vultures. These and a 
thousand otlior evils are described with minuteness in 
the Bedagat, and often depicted in the drawings of 
native artists. The inhabitants are six miles high, and 
are continually creeping and roaming about, in the vast 
caves of their dreadful abode. 

For killhig a parent or a priest, a man will suffer in 





on^filie hells of fire, during the whole period of a 
sakiya system. To deny or disbelieve the doctrines of 
Oaudama, incurs eternal suffering in fire. Killing men 
or animals, causing criminals to be executed, insulting 
women, old men or priests, cheating, receiving bribes, 
selling any intoxicating liquor, and parricide, are 
punished in the worst licils. In some books, a regular 
scale is made out for estimating the gradation of guilt 
in all these crimes. 

Merit may be gained by good conduct in any of those 
hells, so that except the criTiiinality has incurred eternal 
torment, the sufferers may rise again to become insects, 
beasts, men, nats, &c. 

Such aro the accounts which fill the sacred books, 
and with which 1 niiglit fill many pages, it is not im- 
portant that I quote more. 1 have quoted thus much, 
as part of the history of tlie human mind, and as neces- 
sary to a j)ropGr estimate of the Boodliist religion. 

Of any supreme God, or any eternal self-existent 
being, BoodhisTn affords no intimation, nor of .‘iny erea- 
tioi^or providence. From the amiiliilati«)n of one 
Boodh till the developement of anotlier, there is literally 
no God. Infiirvening generations must worship liis 
image, law, and priests, ainl for their rules of life keep 
the sayings of the last Boodli, namely, Gaiidama. 

Not only has the universe and all its sakiya systems 
existed from eternity, but also the souls of all the inhabi- 
tants, whether animals, men, or celestials. Tlieso s<»nls 
have from eternity been transmigrating from one body 
to anotlier, rising or falling in the scale of existence' and 
enjoyment, according to tlio degree of merit at each 
bii'th. This rise or fall is not ordered liy any intelligent 
judge, but is dt^cided by iinmutable fate. In passing 
through these various lorms of (existence, the amount 
of sorrow endured by each soul is incalculable. Tlu; 
Bedagat declares that the tears shod by any out; .soul, 
in its various changes from eternity, arc so nnraerouH, 
that the ocea i is but as a drop in comparison ! Fx- 
istenbo and sorrow are declared to be necessary con- 
comitants, and tliend’ore ‘MIic chief end of man” is to 
finish this eternal round of eliangos, and be annihilated. 

The great doctrines of this faith are live, painel}, 

1. The eternal existence of the nnivers(*, and all beings. 

2. Metempsychosis. .■). Nie-ban, or annihiljitiini. F 'ihe 
appearance, at tlistant periods, of beings who obtain 
deification and subsequent annihilation. 5. Tlico]>tain- 
ing of merit. Of the lirst four of tiiese, enough lias 
been already said. The last is mon* <l(‘S(.Tving of notice, 
embracing, as it does, the whole system of morals. 

Merit consists in avoiding sins, and performing 
virtues, and the degn'o of it is tiio sole hope of the 
Boodhist. The forgiven(?ss of siiis, and the receijjt of 
favour through the merit of anotluir, aro doctrines im- 
knowii. Tliat sulfcring can be in any way regarded as 
a bles.sing, is to him absurd. 

The sins which are to be avoided are cieserihcd in a 
moral code, consisting of iivc^ ])rincipal and positivi^ 
laws : — 1. Thou slialt !iot kill. 2. Thou shalt not sti r»1. 

3. Thou sh.alt not commit adultery. A. Thou .shalt j:>.i 
lie. .*5. Thou shalt not drink any iiiloxicaiing liquf)r. 
These are explained and branched pat, so as to iiichj<le 
all sins of the samo kind, under e.aeli head. T’iie lir^it 
of these laws is exteiuUal to all killing, c ven that of 
animals for food. 'J'he very I’cligious will not kill vernj:;i. 
War and capital punishments an; considered furbiddeii 
by the first law. 

Sins are divided into throe classe s : — J. Thosf; of the* 
body; such as killing, iheft, fornicaiion, .V". 2. Those 
of the tongue ; as hiiseliood, discan d, ii.irsli larigu.age, 
idle talk, &c. '1. Those of tin' mind ; as pride, cove- 

tousness, envy, hcreucal thoughts, adoring false gods, 
&c. 

The sacred books pourtray Rtr(,nn<y jls of pride, 
anger, covetousness, and jnor«.:iii:u.e appeiites. . Ion are 
urged to avoid excessive perfumos, ovcan.oiii.ti, lone liter, 
vain joy, strong drink, smoking opium, n ,.ideiii.g about 
the streets in the night, exetssivti lomineHs for aniuse- 
tneuU, frequenting bad company, and idleness. Those 
who aspire to nic-ban are cautioned to abhor sorcery, 


not to credit d/eama^ nor be angry when abused, nor 
elated when approved, not to fiattcr benefactors, nor to 
Indulge in scorn or biting jests, and most carefully to 
avoid enkindling strife. 

The states of uie mind aro resolved into three classes ; 
— 1. When we are pleased in the possession of agiH;eable 
things. 2. When W'o are grieved and distressed by evil 
things. 3, When neither do good things gratify us, nor 
evil things distress. The last is the host state, and in 
it a man is rapidly prejiaring for nic-ban. in this there 
is no small resemblance to tlio doctrine of the Stoi(!?, 
and some approach to the Christian doctrine of w'eano<l- 
iicss from tln^ world. Some of their books abound in 
good comparisons, siicli as, that he who runs into sinful 
enjoyments is like a butterlly wdio flutters round a 
candle till it falls in ; or one wlio, by licking hori(;y fron^ 
a knife, cuts liis tongue with the edge. There is scarcely 
a prohibition of tluj Bedagat Avhich is not sanctioned by 
our Holy Scriptures, an<i the arguments appended to 
them are often just and forcible. 

IMerit is of thret; kinds ; — 1. ThceJa, or the observ.ance 
of all the prohibitions and precepts, and all duties fairly 
deducible from them ; such as benclicenct’, genllem ss'^ 
integrity, lenity, forbearance, condescen.sion, veneration 
to parents, Jove to mankind, iVc. 2. Dann^ or giviji*. 
alms and offerings. Tliis includes fec'ding ]U-iests, Ijuild- 
ing kyoungs, pagodas, and zayats, phieing bells at pn- 
godas, making public roads, tanks, and wells, plaiitijiL'; 
trees for shade or fruit, keeping })ots of cool water hy 
the way-side for the use of travellers, feeding criminal, 
birds, aniinals, tVe. 3. Ituieomi^ or repeating prayeiv, 
and reading religions hooks, (tf this last, then; are 
throe degrees, or sorts ; the first consisting in merely 
reciting prayers, or reading thoughtlessly ; tlie seeon.i, 
and more nu'ritorions, is ]»raying or reading, with a 
mind attentive to the exereisi; ; th<' 1 bird, and ino'-t v\ 
eellent, is tin; jierlorining these exercist s with 
I desires and awakened feelings. He who jiegleets to lay 
up merit is compared to a man who sets out on a ie-u’- 
m-y Ihroiigli an uninha])ited eouniry, bcM’l, with wild 
l)easts, and i)r()vides liiinsell neither with food imr 
weapons. 

Alms-deeds ore meritoritais Ju*(‘ordit)g to tin' ohi. cis 
on which tlioy are hestowtal, according to lln* rDllouing 
general scale*: — 1. Animals. 2. (.'itiniinm lal.ioiir.T'^, 
Itshernun, Ac. .‘k Merchants and llie np]w r eias-''^, 
will'll in necossify, 1. JT'iests. l\»r alms ef the lii-'; 
class, tlie rewards are long life, ]»oaii1y, si renglh. \ - 
ledgi', and prospi'rily, during a hundri'd liaii 'n:’a;;'a- 
lions ; for thoso of the second class, tlio sann* ihiri: 

! a tlionsand transmigrations ; tor tin* third, liic. saiii'\ 
j iluriiig ten thousand ; for the fourth, a va'-tly gi'i'an r 
numhi-r, Init indefinite, being graduated .■ii,*eor<iiiig t.* 
tlie degre»; of sanctity the particular prii'sts may pn^'-c'o 
Alms given hy a ]ioor man are ih'elared to h^* iiicon;* 
p;ir.'ihly more mei'itorions than lliose given by iiic 
rich. So great merit is conforred liy acts of 
that persons are distingnisin'd in society hy hononi alfl'' 
apjM.llatioiis on this .iceount. I'In; 7/?of/ un ritoi i ns 
de<’ti is to make an idol, and this in j)roportion t » i'-' 
size ind valui'. lie avIio lias done this isiNillod ilioina'- 
; fartli Ife who builds a pagod.i hecoines a 

Tsu-o're-lfu/u. Next is In* who Imilds ;i ky<>nng — liffbnn</- 
] (rff/if. He who lias saeri'd books transcribeil is a >*.//< • 

I He w lio intni's the expenses of making a jo iost. 

I is 'rhetkjjan-inya, TJie Jmihh r of a zayat is \ 

the maker t»f a tank, yayoiun-toya. I'in se, and siimiar 
titles, are in common use.^inl are regardi d with tin. 
.same respect as squire, cjipi'ain, colonel, deacon, Ac., 
are Avitli us. 

Jii attaining Itnienna, the third .sort of merit, a pro- 
minent excrci.se is the frequent repcMitioii of the 'vorOs 
tmeit-iiii, (lokC'kha, Ah-nah^ta.'* The tir.st <>1 these 
words implies our liability to outward injuries ain^ 
evils; the second, our exposure to mental ’ 

the third, our entire inability to e.scape these evils. le 
repeiition of this prayer or soliloquy is of far lye.i ei 
nit rit than even alms-giving. To keep hoUIO l eckminig 
in ihi8 luo.st important pju’ticular, the voUiry comniun y 



uses a siring of beads^ and passed one through his 

fingers at each repetition. 

Many discourses said to have been delivered by Gau- 
dania, are given in the Bedagat, Ijn these, the duties of 
parents, children, husbands, wives, teachers, scholars, 
jnastera, slaves, &c., are drawn out and urged, in a 
manner which would do honour to any casuist. 

The following is part of ono of those, ^ddressed to a 
distinjyiishod personage, who sought his iristruction liow 
to avoid evil : — 

Know thou, tliat to Ivo*ep from tlio company of the 
ignorant, and choose that of learned men, to give 
honour to whom it is due, to choose a rcsi«lenco proper 
to our station, and adapted for iirociiring the common 
wants of life, and to maintain a prudent carriage, are 
means to priiserve a man from evil doings. 'I’lie com- 

} prehension of all things that are not evil, the exact 
{iiowlcdgo of the duties of our station, and the observ- 
ance of modesty and piety in our speech, arc four excel- 
lent inodes of renouncing wickedness. 

By ministering a proper support to parents, wife, and 
family, liy purity and honesty in ev(?ry action, by alms- 
tlecds, l)y observing the divine jirecepts, and hy succour- 
ing r(‘lations, we may lie preserved from evil. Jly such 
a iroedoui from faults, tliat uot even the inferi(‘r part 
of our naturo manifests any alleetion for them, by ab- 
stinence from all intoxieatiiig drink, l)y the continual 
practice of works of ])iety, by showing res])ectfulness, 
bumilit}’, and sobriety before all, and gratitude to our 
benefactors, and, iinally, by listening often to the 
pr<'a.ching of the word of Cod, w(^ ovi rcome evil incli- 
nalion.s, ainl keep ourselves far from sin. Docility in 
receiving the admonitions of good men, frocpicnt visits 
to ju’iests, sj)iritual conferenc('s on the divine laws, 
paticMic(‘, frugality, modesty, tin? literal observance of 
tlio law, ke(‘]Miig befijre our eyes tlio four states into 
which li\ing creatures pa.-s after death, sind meditation 
cm tlu! ha]ii'y repose of iiic-ban — thes<' art^ distinguished 
rnies for iireserving man fivun wicIo'diu'Ss. 

That intrej»idity and serenity whicli good men jnv- 
'aTvo amid tin; eight ils of life (abiiiidaiici? and want, 
•joy and sorj’ow, j^jipularlty and al);m(ioi]jneiif, censure 
aiul praise) ; lludr freialom from fi'ar and iiupiiidude ; 
from the ilark mi,>>ts of eoneupisf iice ; and, finally, 
tbeir insensihlliiy to sull'eriiig ; these an; four rare gifts, 
that removi; nun far from evil. Therefore, oh sir! 
imprint wi.'ll upon your heart the thirty-eight precepts 
I huA e just delivered. Let them bo d(?eply rooted there, 
and s<‘e that you }iut them in })ractice.‘‘’ 

J’agodas are iimnnierable. Jn the inluihite<l parts, 
tlien; is .scare dy a mountain peak, hlulf bank, or swell- 
ing liill, withoiir one of th.e.se struetun. s upon it. d'lu'-i 
of Ih’gu and .Siam are all Ibrmed upon r iu’ model, fhougii 
the cornices anddecijrations an'accorilingtothe builder ’.s 
taste. Ill geiu raJ, th^y are entirely solid, Jiaving ncitlu;r 
door nor wiiulow, and (smtain a deposit of nu)ney, or 
some supposed relie of fiaudama. Lroui ih. liasetliey 
narrow rapitlly to about mul-w'ay, and tlum rise willi 
a long spire ^uriuounted with the sacred t(*e. Some of 
tlio.se around Ava, and especially tbo.se at Pagban, are 
Jessdapering, and men; resembling tempiea. 

The sacred tee is of sheet iron, wrouglit into oj»en 
work* and gilded. It of eour^^e rust.s oil* in time, and is 
neldoin seen on an old striictiiro. Jt t shape is that of 
a bell, or the bowl of a wi ec-glass. Jtound the rim are 
suspeiide<l small bells, to the cla]>pers of wliieli bang, 
)iy a sliort chain, a slieet-iron leaf, .dso gilded. The 
wind moving tin; juaula^^ ieaf, strikes tbo clappers 
against the belW, and kei i s up a plea;.aiit cbime. Around 
all chief pagodas are smaller ones, sometimes amount- 
ing to liundreds, and of great size. 

1 am not sure of the origin of the term pitffodiff ap 
plied hy Kdropean writers to tlii.s structure. Tiie term 
is unknown to Jiurmans or t?iam( se. The former call 
it Tsa-diw, and sometimes /Vo-/.s^/ f/tv, b,t move com- 
monly simply r^hra- -god. Tlio latter cell it Cha~dcc, 
or /VooAarfrt’. 

l^ayats ai’e not exclusively religious buildings." Some 
Si’e intended to contain idols, and some are lor the ac- 


coixixnodatioti of worsliippei^s and traveller!?, ano/br 
town-halls. The majority contain no idols, and are 
intended only to afford shelter for worshippers and 
travellers. Some of these are mere sheds, open on all 
sides ; but In almost all cases they are built in a far 
more durable and costly manner than dwelling-houses. 

Every village has a zayat, where the stranger may 
repose or stav for many days, if he plea.se j and many 
a time I found them a comfortable lodging-place. Like 
the chultrics of Hiiulufitan, they aro of unspeakable 
utility in a country destitute of inn.s, and where every 
lioiiso has its full complement of inmates. 

Many zayats, especially iK*ai’ great cities, are truly 
hcautiful, and very costly. The ceilings and pillars are 
not only I'hiborately carved, but completely gilded, and 
the stucco fioors rival marble in hardness and polish. 

Near all considerable citii;s art; a number of zayats, 
wliicli may be called temples, erected to contain collec- 
tions of idols, amounting in some cases to hundreds. In 
general tlicso arc all colossal, and some are huge. In 
e.ach collection will be found a recumbent image, sixty, 
eighty, or even a buiulred feet hmg, made of brick 
covered witli .stucco, and often gilded. Almost all the 
idols wliicb are larger than life are thus formed; but 
so skilful are the arlist.s in working in lime, that the 
images have tlu; oppoarance of poli.slied marble. Groups 
of images representing Gaudama walking with his rice- 
pot, followed by attendants with theirs, or illustrating 
soino conspicuons passage in his life, are not uncommon. 
Tlie doors or gatewaj s of religions edifices aro generally 
giiardo<l by huge Baliis and lions, as they call them. 

Sometimes otlier images aro added, as crocodiles, 
turtles, dogs, ^c. In the compounds of the host pago- 
das aro various structures, more or less elegant, pre- 
sented hy w'caltliy w orshippers. Some of tlie.so resemble 
uinbrolIa.s ; otliers ari; lilo; sbrinc.s ; but tlio most com- 
mon arc .streamers, fasti;ned to a mast. Some of these 
are truly bcauliful. They are cylinders of fine book 
muslin, ke])t round by light lioops of ratan, and orna- 
mented with figi!r(;s cut out of .silver or gold paper. On 
the top is the oarviMl and gilded hcjisaty or sacred bird 
— :i crcaluro of imagination, resembling nothing in 
heaven a])0ve or earth beneath. 

Imagc.s and sacred cdilici's pass through no form of 
consecration ; and an intoiligent JJurmau, when pressed 
ill argument, .strenuoii.sly denies that ho worships these 
(hing.s. He claims to nsi; them as papi.sts do a crucifix. 
Ho placcH no trust in them, hut uses tlu'ni to remind 
liim of (luudaina, and in eompliance wdth Caudama’s 
commands. Hence lie feels no horror at beholding 
I In ‘111 decayed ; and the country is full of such as have 
gone to ruin. Tlie merit of making a very small pagoda, 
or image, is mucli greater than the repairing even of 
the larg(?.st. The son, therefore, suffers the father^s 
sLrnctiire lo sink into ruin, though trilling repairs 
might proltnig its existence for years. The builder 
himself seldom attempts to repair the ravages of time, 
whieli in thi:! country proceed with extraordinary rapi- 
dit\ , preferring to build mu w, if again prompted to the 
same s]M'ci' > of piety. 'J’h.at the common people do 
really and truly wMi’shiji tlie very jiagodas and images, 
is most evident. Indee d, .such .seldom deny it. Few 
would dare to strilu; or di'faee one. Even the Chris- 
tians are often unable to .summon courage to do such a 
deed. 

Inipros.sion.s of Gaiidama’s fiiot are shown in various 
places, and rece,ive religious worship. Sevei*al of these, 
not only in Burniah, but iii Ceylon, Siam, and Lao, aro 
affirmed to have been really stamped there by the deity 
himself, and are adduced as evidences of his extensive 
travels. 'Jdio i-est are avowed copies of these impres- 
.sious, and aro more numerous. Some are in stone,' 
and some in stiieco, generally handsomely gilded and 
canopit'il by some respectable striietiire. Those of 
Hnrmah and Ceylon seem not to be precisely alike. 

Wor.ship is not performed collectively, though crowds 
assemble at tiio same time ou .set days. Each ono 
ntukes his oiferings, and recites his prayers alone. No 
priests officiate ; no union of voice.s is attempted. Ou 



jin^ting at the pagoda, or image, the worshipper walks 
reverently to within a convenient distance, and laying 
his offeirmg on the ground, sits down behind it, on his 
knees and heels, and placing the palms of his hands 
together, raises them to his forehead, and jierhaps leans 
forward till his liead touches the ground. This is called 
the sheeko. He then utters his prayers in a low tone, 
occasionally bowing as before, and having tinished, rises 
and tarries forward his gift, laying it somewhere near 
the idol or pagoda. Some proeeecl first to one of the 
great bells which hang near, and strike several times 
with 0110 of the doer’s horns which always lio beneath. 
When one goes alone, this is sehlom omitted. 

The prayer consists of the form already quoted 
(“Aneitsa, Dokekhu, Ahiiahta”), or of a repetition of 
certain protestations, sucli as, “ 1 will not lie, 1 will not 
steal, I will not kill,” A:c. Kacii speaks audibly ; but 
no one is disturbed, tliough scores kneel side by side. 
No greetings or recognitions are seen ; nothing seems 
to divert their attention ; and the profound humility 
of both posture and gesture, gives a solemn aspect to 
the whole scene. Old people, who cannot remember 
the forms, and persons who are diftident of their ability 
in this exercise, get some priest to write them a few 
sentences, w'hich they carry before the pago<la or idol, 
and fastening it in one end of a stick, stick the other 
end in the ground, and put themselves for a time into 
the posture of prayer behind it. At Ava, quantities of 
these may bo gathered any worship-day. The beads 
used in worship are made usually of black conil, or of 
the hard shell of the cocoa-nut. There are fifty or sixty 
on a string. Some persons carry them at all times in 
their hand, especially the jiriosts, and appear, by priss- 
ing over one at a time, to be saying their prayers, even 
in the midst of conversation. 

Frequently a worsliipper spemds an entire day or 
night at the pagoda, reclining in some of the zayats. 
When the night is chosen, he takes his bed and some 
refreshments, candles, Ac. Thes<^ are so light tliat the 
most aged persons carry them with ease, suspending 
the bed from one <*nd of a jxde, and the water-jar, 
offering, &c., from the otlier. J often met these jieople 
in the zayats lying about, reading from jialm-leaves, or 
returning in the morning to their lionies. They re- 
minded me of the embarrassment 1 felt when a child, 
in reading of our .Saviour’s ordering men to “ take up 
their bed and walk.” These beds consist of a clean 
mat, which weighs but three or four pounds, and a 
short round pillow, with sometimes a cloth or sheet. 
The latter are rolled up in the mat, and tied with a 
twine, .so that the whole is both light and jiortablc. 

None but pric.sts go to tlie })ag<*da witliout carrying 
some offering, tbough it be but a flower, or a few sprigs 
plucked fj’OTii a bush iu passing. A tasteful nosegay is 
the common gift ; but those w ho can afford it, carry, once 
a week, articles of food and raiment. 'J'he former is 
always cooked in the nicest jnann(.*r, and d»*licatoIy 
urranged in saucers made of the fresli jilantaiii leaf. 
Women carry their gifts in shallow baskets on .!ieir 
heads, and men in t]ic:ir hands, or suf.pciided from the 
ends of a shoubler-poJe. They proceed in groups, gos- 
siping and gay, and display their jllety with oxuberaii*^ 
self-compliicenc>. 

There .are four days for public worship in every lunar 
month ; namely, at the new and full moon, and seven 
days after each, so that sometimes their sabbath occurs 
after seven dayy. and .sometimes after eight. I'lni new 
and full moons aro^tiie principal .sabbaths; but few per- 
sons observe even all of these. JOven tUuse w ho attend 
the pagoda, always continue their bu.siiiess, except 
during the brief absemre. Tho aspect of the city or 
Ullage, therefore, isiv t cliang»'(l, .and tho stranger 
would not know tiie day iiad ai ri ed, <*id bo not vi.sit 
tl.e pagoda, or the princip;d avcnue.s Jer; to it. TJiero 
is, in fret, no sabbath in Hurmah, nor is any required 
by their religion. It is ninritoriou.s to obsei j the day, 
but not sinful to disregard it. 

The number of worshippers at the chief pagodas is 
til ways sufficient on Sundays to jiroduce a large amount 


of offerings, and on such days tlio slaves of the pagoda 
take care of such as are useful, and divide the whole 
among themselves. On other days, dogs and crows 
consume the offerings, often attacking a gift tho moment 
the worshipper quits it, and devouring it without the 
slightest molestation. 1 used to supply myself some- 
times with a handsome bouquet from before the idol, 
w'lilking unmolested among prostrate worshippers. 
Whatever flowers or fragments are left to the next 
inorning, are swept out like common dirt. 

Ilurmans are oppressed with a multitude of incon- 
venient superstitions. They observe dreams, onimiH, 
lucky and unlucky days, and believe in the casting of 
nativities, supernatural endowments, relics, charms, 
witclicnift, invulnerability, Ac. 'J’hc aspect of the stars, 
tho liowl of dogs, the flight of birds, the involuntary 
motions of tho body, tho caw'iiig of crows, the manner 
in which fowls lay their eggs, the lioles made by rats, 
and a hundred such things, are constantly observed. A 
man will not muko his canoe of the intended tree, if it 
falls in an unlucky maimer, or the knots arc discovered 
to be unfortunately arranged. They arc e.specially 
observant of tlie lines in the palms of one’s hand. If 
tile lines on the end of the fore-finger are disposed in 
circles, it indicates prosperity ; if in arcs of a circle, 
great unhappiness, Ac. 

Amulets and charms are worn by both sexes, but not 
by a largo number as among Hindus. One of theso, 
eominoii among military men, is tlie insertion of pieci*s 
of gold, or otlier metal, and sometimes small gems, 
under the skin of tho arm, between the elbow aixl 
shoulder, 1 was allowed, by one of the IJhristiaiis ai, 
Ava, to take from his arm several of these. I’hey an; 
of gold, inscribed w ith cabalistic letters. 

Circumslunces, of course, often tend to coufirm tbe-»> 
imaginations. The fall of tlic royal spire when the king 
removed his re.sideuee from TTnerapoora, w'as inimedi 
atciy succeeded by the news of the capture of Rangoon. 
Comets are iHJgartled as poi temling great disastm’.s, ami 
one appeared (luring the advance of the Rriti.sli ai'int. 

The fear of witches prcivails univor.'^ally, and pbs.^i- 
cians derive inueli of tlu.*ir [)rolits from tlie salt* of innli- 
ciiies which are to j:ive .security from their arts. As in 
other couiitrie.s, tli pcT.sons eliargcMl with ]iossessuig 
infernal powers are geii(*rally ]xi()r old women, 'flu - 
sometimes favour the suspicion for purposes of gain, and 
.sometimes are subject to maltreatment. Vultures anil 
owls are birds t>f evil omen, and families will sonu rimes 
vacate ahoiiHc on wbicli one of these birds lias alighted. 
The tatooing of tin* body is regarded as a charm, i'.ndaa- 
vouring to ridicule an individual, once, for the extent 
to wbicli he had carric-d this operation, lie gravely 
assured me that it reialered him invulnerable, i’ullmg 
out iny knif(^, and offering to test tin; assertion, lu* 
iii.staiitly declined, aflirming that if he wen; a //oof/ tuan, 
such would indeed be the effect, but that he was not a 
good man. 

Many of the pc^qde, especially among the Karens, 
Touiiglhoo.s, Ac., vorsliip Nats, which luyk'c been men- 
tioned as inhabiting the six lower heavens, and arc; 
.snppo.sed to posses.s great power in liiiinan affairs. In 
li.iiionr of the.se, little lints, resembling a common dog- 
liou.se, arc? erected on a post ; and on another, tin; 
same iu?ight in front, is fastened a flat board, on which 
tli(' offerings are placed. Images of Nats areolten seen 
among coliections of idol.'^, in tlie capacity of attendaMts. 
'I’hey bc!ar a human form, and arc jumrtrayed as being 
very elegantly drc.s.scd. Such figures fre([tnMifly orna- 
ment the base of tho llag-sc^/fs, and sacred umbrellas 
erected near pagodas. 1 never saw ai^^', however, m 
or near the little huts erected for tlieir worship. 1 
are often mud' to them, to avex-t calamity, or to 
lieaK d from sickne-ss. On these; occasions, r ilv 

Ivor of the family, far and near, assembles; and ii j 
be ab.scnt, the service? is considered nullifled. , 

This worship of Nats forms no part of lioodlnsin,^ 
y. in fact discountenanced as hctei’odox. It 
be a relic of the ancient polytheism, wliich 
the country before its present religion was intnu 



The Burman term applied to a priest is Pon^gyee f OV 
Bon-ghee ; literally great exemplar,” or great glory.” 
Tlie Pali terni Rahariy or “ holy man,” is seldom used, j 
Tlio Siamese name is P^hrasong, Some authors speak i 
of the priests as Telapmis, but the term is never used 
by Burraans or Siamese. It seems to have been given , 
to the priests by the French and Portuguese, ‘perhaps ' 
from the custom of carrying, over their shaven heads, ; 
tlje large fan made of Tal-apot leaf. 

l^ongyces are not a caste, or hereditary race ; nor, 
as has been remarked, is there any such thing as caste 
in Burinah. Any one may become a .j)riest, and anj' 
priest may return to secular life at pleasure. Thou- 
sands do, XU fact, thus return every year, without the 
least reproach. Tlie far greater number enter with 
the avowed purpose of remaining only a few months, or 
years, for the acquisition of learning and merit. Indeed, 
the majority of respectable young men enter the novi- 
ciate for a season, not only to comi)lete their education, 
but because the doing so is coiisidei'ed both respectable 
and meritorious. The more acute and energetic re-enter 
society, and, as the phiwse is, 'Mjecome men again.” 
The dull, the indolent, and those who become fond of 
religious and literary pursuits, remain. 

When a youth assames the yellow robe, it is an occa- 
sion of considerable ceremony, of iieiglibourly festivity, 
and of emolument to the m|>nastery.* The candidate, 
richly clad, is led forth, on a hoi'se handsomely capai'i- 
soned, uttenckMl by a train of friends and relations, and 
passes in pomp through the principal streets. Before 
him go woinen htsiring on their Iiea<ls his future robes 
of pi’ofession, and the customary utensils of a priest, 
with rice, fruit, ciotli, china cups, &c., intended as pre- 
stmts to the kyoung, and iis superior. 

'Diis s[)letitlour of array ht'ars a striking similarity to 
the display of dress, Ac., made by a iiuii when about to 
renounce tlie world, llt'iictd'orth, at least while he 
i‘(.^mains a jtriest, the youth is no mort's to wear orna- 
ments, ritle oil horseback, or even carry an umbrella, 
'riuj candidate is also made to pass an examination as 

* to his belit'f, motives, (S:c., and to take upon himself 
certain vows. 

Priests are not only to observe all rules binding on 
common peopl(“, hut many more. Tliey are bound to 
celiliacy and chastity ; and if married before their ini- 
tiation, the boml is dissolved. They must not so much 
as toucli a woman, or iwen a female infant, or any female 
animal. They must never sleep under the same roof, 
or t raved in tlie same carriage or boat with a woman, 
or loiicli any thing which a woman has worn. If a 
priesPs own mother fall intc* the water, or into a pit, he 
must not h(dp lier out excejit no one else is nigh, and 

* - then Ik'. must only reach her a stick or a rope. Th«'\ 
'^are not to ri'cognise any relations. dTiey must not hav. , 

or even touch, money ; nor eat after the noon of the 
day; nor drink without straining the water; nor build 
a tire in any new ]ilace, lest soim 
insect bo killed ; nor spif in water, 
or on grass, lest some creature be 
detiled liy eating. They must not 
dance, sing, or jday upon inusicu 
instruiiients, nor stand in conspi- 
cuous jdaccs, nor wear their hail 
long, 01 any onianieiits, nor hav< 
a turban, umbrella, or shoes; am 
tlieir ; aiment must he made of rag 
and fragments gathered in th' 
streets .As tlu' burning smi make 
somi^lelter ulisolutely necessary 
<oi' a shorn, uuturbaiied head, the; 
are allowed to carry their liuge fai 
rrk'st Walkmg out. fo^ this purpose, as shown m th 
cut. They must hold no secular office, nor intei’fi r 
in tlie least with government. SecJusi<»n, poverty, coi 
templation, and iiidifierence to all worldly good or evi 
are henceforth to distinguish them. 

* Ho who inems the oxponso on this occasion, is said to ha 
xaadc a lu-icbt, and l>ecomcs a Thengan-taKU or ron-cycivlcga. 


In eating, a priest must inwardly say, " I eat^ia 
ice, not to please my palate, but to support life.” In 
iressing himself, he must say, “ I put on these robes, 
ot to be vain of them, but to conceal my nakedness.” 
Lnd in taking medicine, he must say, “ I desire reco- 
ery from this indisposition, only that I may be more 
diligent in devotion and virtuous pursuits.” 

All this strictness, though required in the sacred boolcs, 
by no means exemplified in the conduct of the priests, 
'hey wear sandals, carry umbrellas, live luxuriously, 
lid handle money. They not only wear the finest and 
ost potton cloth, but some of them tlie most excellent 
ilks. They, however, preserve a shadow of obedience, 
ly having tlie cloth fii’st cut into pieces, and then neatly 
owed together. They even look at women without much 
eservo. The liuge fan, peculiar to priests, is intended 
•artly to prevent tlie necessity of their seeing women 
k^hen preaching, &c. ; but the manner in which they 
,ro represented in native pictures, as looking over 
hem, is not more amusing than true. 

Their dress covers much more of the person than that 
•f the laity ; indeed, it veils them completely from fifcck 

0 ankles. It consists of two cloths, one put on so as 
:i form a petticoat, and fastened with a girdle, the other 
lirown gracefully over the shoulders and round tho 
eck. Tlie rule is to keep the head shaved entirely ; but 
Lune permit it to grow an inch or two. I found the 
lie ill Siam was to shave the head twice a month ; and 
robably tho sanui prevails in Burmah. Yellow is 
ppropviateii as the colour for tho dress of the priest- 
lood, and it would be deemed nothing lcs.s than sacrilege 

1 any one else to use it : so peculiarly sacred is it held, 
bat it is not uncommon to see one of the people pay 
is devotions in duo form to the old garment of a priest, 
■uiig oil a bush to dry, after being washed. 

Kyoungs arc found in all cities and villages, and often 
II very small liamlets. As a partial compliance to tho 
aw, whicli foi’bids them to be erected in such places, 
-hey are generally placed at the outskirts. They aro 
Luiclosed within an ample space, generally set out with 
ruit and shade trees. The grouiul is kept clear of grass 
)r weeds, in propoi’tion to the strictness of tho superior. 
The kyoungs arc always vastly bettm* built than the 
Iwelliiigs of even tlio richest among the laity ; and near 
-ho metropolis many of them are truly gi’and. With 
cw exceptions tliey are built in the same manner as 
good dwelling houses, only decorated with carved work, 
mid having massive sh'ps of brick and mortar leading 
ip to them. The distinctive mark between common 
!in<l religious or royal ro.sideuces, is always observed, 
iiaiin ly, the stages or hips in tJie roof. The number 
f these breaks depends on the b(\iuty, size, and sacred- 
ICS.S of the structure. The apartments are all on one 
iloov, and oftiai rendered truly imposing by the height 
ind decorations of tlie roof. I have been in somo 
iiioiiast erics of great size, which wore solidly gilded, 
within and without, from top to bottom. 

As to the morality of the priesthood, my information 
s too vague and contradictory to allow me to venture an 
ipinion. Pm'haps, however, this contradietoriuess arose 
from a ri'al divi'rsity in the characters of the priests 
whom my difrereuP informers had known. It is certain 
that if they choose to transgress, they may do so with 
little dangm* of detection, by assuming tlie turban and 
robii of the laity. They cannot he distinguished by their 
shorn lieads, as that is a sign of humiliation practised 
by all who go into mourning for relations. Sometimes 
half the community adopt tliis sign at the death of some 
very great man or member of the royal family. 

Such as their literature is, it ischietly confined to the 
priesthood. Few others can so much as read, wiihout 
hesitation, a hook they never saw before, still less un- 
derstand its contents. The thousands who “ finish their 
education” in the monasteries, furnish but few excep- 
tions to this remark. The nation Jias acquired the cha- 
racter of “ a reading people” from the fact that nearly 
all males do learn to read in the kyoung. But it is as 
the bulk of the dews read Hebrew, without under- 
standing any thing they read. 




^oir office tnay Ije calJfed a aineotupc. Few of thorn 
j^reaoh>and ^ose but seldom, and only on special re- 
quest ; after which donations of clothing, &c. are 
always ^ade to them. On these occasions, though 
■ only one preaches, there are generally several present. 
They sit cross-legged, in a row, on a raised seat, and 
each holds up before him his fan, to prevent distraction 
by looking on the audience, and especially to avoid 
gazing at 3io women. In public worship, as lias already 
00^ remarked, they have no services to perform. At 
fhnerals, they attend only when desired, and, after 
' reciting the prayers, retire, with liberal gifts borne on 
the shoulders of boys. Jllarriage being utterly unholy, 
they have no services to render there.* Part of them, 
in most kyoungs, spend a portion of every day in teach- 
ing tiie noviciates, and whatever hoys may come to 
learn. Deeming it wholly unprofessional to do any kind 
of W'ork, most of them spend their time in sheer idleness. 
During their season of leut^ as it has been called, the 
principal priests, especially some few of great reputa- 
tion, are almost every day called to preach at some 
house. Liberal gifts arc always expected at the close 
of each service. 

It is the rule that each priest perambulate the streets 
every morning, till lie receive boiled rice, &c., cnoiigb 
for the day. Prom the dawn of day till an liour alter 
sunrise, they arc seen passing to and fro, in groups and 
singly, carrying on their ai'in tlie Thahikc, which is often 
sustained by a strap passing ov<n’ the shoulder. They 
walk on briskly, without looking to the right or left, 
stopping when any one comes out with a gift, and pass- 
ing on without the least token of thanks, or even look- 
ing at the giver- 

The Thahikc is a black cnrtlion pot, containing about 
a peck, with a lid of tin or lackered ware, which is 
made to fit when inverted, so as to bold little, cups of 
curry, meat, or fruits. Tiie more dignifie<l priests omit 
the morning perambulation, and (Mtlicr depend on a 
eharo of wiiat their juniors receive, or have their own 
servants, and supply their ju’ivaie table from the 
bazaai’, and from otferlngs which are brought them by 
the devout. Except in times of scarcity, the daily sup- 
ply is superabundant, and the surplus is given to day 
scholars, poor ]>crsons, and adherents, who perform 
various services round tin; monastery. These retainers 
are very convenient to tlicpriest.s in many ways. Tin y 
receive money, which the [iriests may not openly toiicli ; 
go to inarki t for such little luxuries us may be waiitni; 
sell the superabundant gifts of clothing, mats, boxes, 
betel-nut, iV.c. Some of the priests are known to luivo 
thus become ricii. Fatln*r ►Sangcrinaiio, who spent many 
years among them, «leclares that they make no scTuj)le 
of receiving wen largo* sums, and that “ they are insati- 
able after riches, and do little else than askforthcin.”t 
Sometimes enormous swiin^ arc kcj)t under (he monas- 
teries; for what purpose I could ijf'.ver learn, except 
that it is meritorious to feed dumb animals. 

The daily gift of food to priests is supjH>sed to bej en- 
tirely volujitary, uinl doubtless generally is so. .Ih( I 
have often scon them make a full stop beJure a lumsc, 
and wait for some timo. A gift is generally brought at 
length ; but it not, the priest moves witliout remark. 
This certainly amounts to a demand. If any family is 
noticed constantly to neglect giving, complalut is lo/f./ed 
with the ruler, and fines are sure to follow'. In some 
parts of the country, the priest, a.s he goe.s Iji.s round, 
rings a little bell, that all may know of his nj*, 'oacli, 
and bo ready. As tlu: lime of going round is long b<r- 
fore the common houl* of breakfast, fuinilies wdio intend 
to give to the priests j’J' o before day to cook, the rice. 
They give but about a coffoo.cuj) full to each, and stun»l 
betbro their door, dealing ouL till tlr ^pmntity 

,• lu was some timo l^eforo tlio (. liri. ti:in eon\»;. •• ij«t Iwj re- 
conciled to 'Xr Judson's perfonnin;-, tli'.- cepMiony, or 

being present in any way. It scenicd to tlicio u v-Uiucij o!)j»cc*iic. 
In Siam, prieats are often present on thc.so of . u&iojiH, 
t lu Siam, those who are reputofl for loaniing and sanctity, re- 
ceive a regular hut small salary from government. 


thejr’have prefared ia g6ne. They commonly add such 
fruits as are in season ; with segars, betel, candles, and 
particularly curry, or sauce, in small saucers. 

The company of priests is very great, hut I found 
few places where the exact number was known. From 
the data I was able to obtain, I think their proportion 
to the people is about as one to thirty. In some places 
it is greater, in others less. Ava, with a population of 
200,000, has 20,000 priests. The province of Amherst, 
with 3G,000 souls, has 1010. Tavoy, with a population 
of .0000, has 450.' 

Jlesidcs the Fonglioes, there arc at Ava a consider- 
able number of Brahmins, who are liighly respected. 
They hold tho rank of astrologers and astronomers P 
his majesty, in which they are supposed to bo emi- 
nently skilled, and have committed to them tho regula- 
tion of tho calendar. They arc consulted on important 
occasions, and give forth auguries, which aro received 
w itli great confuiojice. The ancestors of those Braliiniiis 
appear to have conie from Beiigml at no distant period. 
Occasionally, new' ones come still. 

The prie.sthood is arranged into a regular hierarcliy. 
iiio highest functionary is the Tha-tliena-hipuj^ or 
archbishop. 11<^ resides at Ava, has jurisdiction over 
all priests, and appoints the presid(‘nt of every monas- 
tery. lie stands high at court, and is considered one 
of tho great men of the klrigdoin. Next to him are tlit> ' 
/*oo///ov'.s-, strietly so called, one of whom jnvsidi's in 
each inoiuistery. Next are the (h-pc-x'ms, comprising 
tlio.so who liavc passed the noviciate, .sustained a regular 
examination, and ehoseii tho ]>riesthoi.)d for life. Of 
this cla.ss aro tlu; teachers or profes-ors in the monas- 
teries. One of the.se is generally viei'-prosidr'ut, and is 
mo.st likely to .succeed to tho lieadsliip on tlic demise of 
tlu? Fonghco. Both tlieso oi'iler.s an; sonierimes called 
yf<//uo'i.s,or VahiDis. They aro considertMl toundersnm I 
religion .so wadi as to think for themsidves, and (‘Xjionr.d 
llio law out of llicir own hea rts, wdthout being oldignl to 
follow what they h.avt; nsul in bonks. Next are the 
/vo-7/cn-///f-/d//, who have retinal from tho world, and 
wear the yellow cloth, hut an? not all .seeking to pas.s 
the oxainliiaticni, and hi.s^oioo Uo pe-zins. d'ii«.;y liave 
<‘ntei’c«l tor an education, or a livt'lihooil, er to gaiis 

divorce, or for various oljects; and jnany of hueh. 
return aimualiy to secular life. i\Iany of this cla.'-. 
remain for life without rising in gradt*. 

Those wlio remain five yeans lionourahly, are called 
Taf/j that is, .simply priests; aiul those wlio nm iiii 
twenty, aro .Malid preat or apcil prirsfy. They 
might have hecoiuo lN.)nghe,e.s at any stagt* of this period, 
if their taleiit.s and ae'julrenu-nts luul amounted to l!u; 
re<(nired .standard. By cf>iulcsy, all wdto wear liio 
yellow cloth are called Foiighees. ■* 

Tile deatli of a Bonghee or president of a kyonng is 
regarded as a gre.'it evtmt, and th<; funeral i.s ewndiicied 
NMili ponijt and ceremony, d’ho body laung ('iniiowclh d, 
ind it.s jnice.s jinsssed otit, is tilled with honey, :iinl 
swathed in many of varni.slied ckdfi. d’he ;vhr)|o 

is coated with bee,s’-wa\ ; that w hich coven^tlu* fact aicT 
teirt being so wrought as to ntsoiublo the d('c<*a.sed. 
These parts an; tln.'ii gilded. The body often lies in 
stat ' for many months, (»n u platform liiglily ornanu.iite l 
with fringes, coloured jaiper, jiiidures, c\c. 

During my stay at d'avoy occurred tlu.; funeral of a 
distinguished I'ongliec. Us rarity, and the great ]>rc- 
paratioiiH. which had been ii:a(l(j fox* it, attraetisl almost 
the entire populace. The body bud b(;(;i%{»ing iii “^tate, 
under an ornamental canoj^v, for several Jmnth.s, em- 
balmed Burman fasliion. Mi face and feet, wlu're tin* 
wax preserved the original siiapc, W’f;f% visible, and 
cornpletcdy gilded, h'ive cars, on low wheed.s, liad been 
))n*pared, to which w'cro attached long ropes of I'atan, 
and to some of thotn at each end. They >vere con- 
structed chiefly of canc, and not only were in pretty 
good taste, but quite costly witlial, in gold leal, em- 
broidered inu.slin, A c. iS: c. , 

Vtdieii the set day ai’i’ived, the concourse asscMbloci, 
filling not only all tho zayats, but all tho groves, dressed 
i u their best clothes, and full of festivity. N ot a beggar, 



ov i\l-dres8cd person, vftA to bo seen. Almost every 
^)orsoti, of both sexes, was dressed in silk ; and many, 
cKpocially children, had ornaments of gold or silver in 
tliL-ir ears, and round their ankles and wrists. Not an 
instance of drunkenness or quarrelling came under my 
eye, or, that I could learn, occurred on either day. 
^I'be body in its <lecorated eolliii was removed, amid an 
imnieiiso concourse, from its place in the kyoung to ono 
of the cars, with an (ixeessivo din of drums, gongs, 
cymbals, truiniiets, and wailing of women. When it 
was pr()j)erly adjusted in its new location, a number of 
men mounted the ear at each end, and liundreds of 
p(M)ple grasped the ropes, to draw it to tho place of 
b urning, Iialf a mile distant. Hut it had not advanced 
iiiaj;y i)aees, be fore those behind drew it back. Then 
came a. jn'odigious struggle. Tho thousands in front 
exci ted all their strength to g(!t it forward, and those 
behind with equal energy hidd it back. Now it would 
go tell or twelve jiaces forward, then six or eight back- 
ward ; one jiarty pretending tln.'ir great zeal to perform 
th(‘ last honours for the priest, the oilier declaring tliey 
couJd not part with the dear remains ! The air was 
rent with the shouts of ('ach parly to encourage their 
side to exertion. 'The other ears of the procession were 
dragged hack and forth in the sanuj manner, but Jess 
vehemently. This frolic continued for a few hours, ami 
‘tin; crowd dlsju-rsial, leaving the cars on the way. I'or 
jioveial (la)s, the poiiulace amused themselves in tile 
saiiui maimer ; but 1 alti'iided no iiK're, till informed by 
th<^ governor that at three o’clock that day the burning 
would ('('vlainly take place. 

Repairing again to tho spot, I found the ailvanciiig 
])arty had of course sucesuahid. The empty cars were 
in ail o]u.'u iiehl, while that which bore the body was in 
the )tlac(‘ of hurning, enclosed l.iy a light fiaicc. The 
Jielghi, was about thirty feet. At an elevation of about 
lilh.eii (ir ylxtren had, it contained a sort of sepulchral 
mouuiiieiiT, like the s(|uur(.* ioiiii)s ill onr cluirch-yards, 
lii'jilily oi'iiameult'd with Chinese ]iaper, bits of vuriou?- 
colouretl glass arraugisl like Jiowers, and various my* 
lliologieal jigui'i’s, and tilled wilh combnstihlcs. Oi 
tliis was the body of tin' j.riest, A long sj lire, decorated 
to the 111 most, and festooned with tiewers, completed 
the structure. Shortly after tlie appointed hour, a 
prooeNsion of [iriests aitproached, ami took their seats 
on a platform within the eiielosure, while in another 
(lin'i’lioii came “ ilie tree of life,” borne on the shoulders 
of nii-n, Avho reveia ntly ])lace(l it near the priests. It 
was ijigeiiioiislv ami tastefully constructed of fruits, 
rice, boxes, cups, umbrellas, stafls, raiment, cooking 
utoiisils, and, iu short, an assortment of all the article}- 
deemed useful and couvenieiit iu Burinauhouso-koopiiig 
L Women followed, bearing on their heads baskets of fru: -^ 
•^‘.iml o'.lier articles. All tlu'so otferings, J was told, wciv 
primarily for tlio use of the* deeeaseil. But as lie only 
iieodetl their s})iritual essence, tlie gross and substantial 
substances reiiiaiiual for the use of ♦!!.* neighbouring 
immi^^tery. 

The ])rit'st^, with a small audience of elderly pm’sons. 
now mumbled ovin* tho appointed i)rayi‘rs, ami having 
performed some tt'dious ceremonies, retired. Innnedi- 
ate(v sky-rockets ami other ^reworks wau’c let oil* at i 
little distan<*e. From the jilaoo of tlio pyrotechnics. 
]()ng^ri>pes extendetl to tin, funeral i.-ars, to which won 
fasieiied liorizontal rocki 's bearing Mii’ioiis pastcboar» 
ligures. Bre.sentiy, men w . 'li slow inatclie}j touched oJf 
one of thost^Aut ir whi/zi^d forward only a little Avay, 
aiuwxpiredp Auotln'r fail* d in the same manner, ami 
shouts of (Ibri^ion roso^om the crowd. The next 
rushed forwa%<i, ami smashed a portion of tho car, 
which called forth strong applause. Another and an- 
other daslual into the tottering liibric, while soAmral 
men w(‘rcy;cen tlirowing faggots and gunpowder into ii, 
till, tinally, a furious rocket eiitorliig tlie midst of tho 
j»ile, the whole hlu/ed up, and the p«H>v priest vvaa ex- 
ploded to heaven ! Fancy hre works v.,>nc.luded tho 
ceremony, and the >ast crowed dispersed. 

The circumstance that a great proportion of the males 
of the country are for a time members of the priest- 


hood, while it selves to confirm and pevpetua^ 

national faith, tends also to lower the inliuenco of the 
clergy. Political influence they liavo none, and have 
never sought. They aro respected while they continue 
to wear tho yellow cloth, but on relinquishing it, retain 
no more consideration on that ground. Comparatively 
few remain permanently in tho priesthood, and these 
not often ilio most intellectual. Their literary pursuits 
(so called) have, of course, no tendency to exfiaud or 
jlcvate, being a tissuo of fables and extravagances ; 
l)ut these books ascribing high merit to seclusion and 
contemplation, those wlio persist generally become calm, 
|uict, and austere. They maintain r(?.spect, not by 
ioi'dly assumptions, but by a character for humility 
and piety. TIu) liiglier jmlests aro seldom intolerant, 
xeept when they consider their religion in danger, 
and are often men whom every one must respect. 
Imrcignors generally receive at their hands kindness 
and ho.spitality. The inferior priests and novitiates are 
often the reverse of this in all things. Proud, empty, 
and presumptuous, they claim honours from foreigners, 
wliicli they cannot receive, and display, in all tkeir 
ways, bigotry and folly. 

Tliough nowhere required, or even authorised, by 
the Bedagat, there} are in many places bands of priest- 
eH.ses or nuns, called Afn-thrhi-shcjif or sometimes A/a- 
Ihaodaw. They aro few in number, and regarded 

til but little viimu'atioii. Like priests, they may ro- 
tuni to common life at pleasure. Most of them are 
aged, thougli some are young. 'I'lio latter often avow 
tlu^ir obj(?ct to bo a Ix^tter selection for a husband, 
through the conspicuity given them by tho oflice. In 
most cases of the old people, the ju’ofession is regarded 
as little else than a jiretext for begging. Unlike priests 
in this respect, they are seen about tlie streets all day 
long, often asking alms openly, and sometimes clamor- 
ously. Tlicy are known by dressing in w'liite, which 
no other women do, and liaving their liead shaved. 
They dwell, ajiart from society, m!ar tho kyoungs, into 
which they have free access, and w'hcro tlicy perform 
various m».ijial services. 

Iloth priests and nuns ani under tlie control of a civil 
oflicer, called Ay()w/q/-.sY'm/, or clerk of the monasteries, 
who derives liis appointment from tljo Tha-thena-byng, 
but is considered a crown oflicJT, Tie kniips a register 
of all kyoungs and their lands, inqnir(’s into all disputes 
among tho priests, or between tlumi and tho citizens, 
ami in giuuu'al watches over the outward demeanour 
of the clergy. 

Though ivmarkably united in their religious opinions, 
Burmans aro not entirely accordant. Sects havo arisen, 
tlio chief of which is that of tlie Kohim, who are said 
to ]>o niimerou.s and spreading. Jvolan was a X’eformer, 
who lived about iifty years ago, and taught a semi- 
atheism, or the w orship of Wisdom. Homage Avas to 
be paid to this, w lierevi'r found ; of conr.se not a little 
w'as to be rendered to himself. IT’eachers and teachers 
of this .sect, always from among tho laity, frequently 
rise, and gain many followers. Many of the nobles are 
said to bo of this seiitimeut. Tuost of this sect are near 
Av!i, and i t tho towns on tho Irrawaddy. They ai*e 
called raramatsj Ifom a word wdiich signifies the good 
law.” They discard tlio worship of images, and liavo 
neither priests nor sacred liooks. Kolon took tlie Be- 
dam-nia (the lirst part of the Bedagat), and, after re- 
vising it, adopted it as a good creed, but it is not much 
copied among his followers. Until lately, the Kolans 
have been greatly persecuted, but at present little 
notice is taken of them. 

J t has been observed by travellers that this people is 
remarkably tolerant in religious matters. In a re- 
strieteil si^nse, this is certainly true. F'oi’oiguers of 
every description arc allowed tho fullest exercise of 
their religion. They may build places of W’orship of 
any kind, in any place, and have tlu^ir public festivals 
and proci'ssions witliout molestatiim. But no nation 
could bo more intolerant to tlu'ir own people. No Bur- 
rnan may join any of these religions, undei^ the severest 
penalties. Despotic as is the government, in nothing 



more ihoTOuglily display t)iat despotism titan iii 
its measures for suppressing all religigus innovation, 
and supporting tlie established system. The whole 
population is divided into allotments of ten families, 
under a petty ofticer. Over every ten of these allot- 
ments is another officer, to wliom the others report. 
These chiefs of a hundred families are under the super- 
vision of a higher officer, wlio takes cognisance of all 
causes. On stated dajs, every chief of ten families is 
required to bring forth his company to the appointed 
observances. He docs not indeed notice mere remiss- 
ncH but if any perst^u be habitually absent, he must 
pr , *ce either a good reason or a bribe. The whole 
pt‘; ulation is thus lield in chains, as iron-like as caste 
Itself ; and to become a Cliristiaii openly is to hazard 
every thing, even life. 

In the ilritish provinces, the national faith being 
robbed of the support of tlie secular ai*ni, seems to be 
cherished so much th*' niore by national feeling. Kx- 
pectancy that the religion of the now rulers may spread, 
seems to awaken greater vigilance tJjat it may not. 
Pat,o<las, kyoungs, and priests, are well supported, and 
the clergy seem anxious to propitiate popular favour to 
stand them instead of government patronage. It is there- 
fore no easier to distriljiito tracts, or obtain an audience 
ill Mauhuain, than in Hangoon or Ava, tliough schools 
are more easily established. Persecution is shown in 
every fohu except official. Neighbourly acts are often 
refused to Christians, and in some cases, were it not 
for the missionary, tlio convert could scarcely escape 
absolute want. 


in this single doctrine of iii the utter destruction (j 
all excoUehce. It leaves no place for holiness; foi 
every thing is done for the single purpose of obtainin' 
advantage. ^ 

Sympathy, tenderness, and all benevolence, wouh 
become extinct under such a system, had not Jehoval 
planted their rudiments in the human constitution. ] 
his neighbour’s boat bo upset, or his house on fire, wh;j 
should the Boodhist assist ? Ho supposes such event: 
to be tho unavoidable consotpicnces of demerit in i 
former existence ; and if tliis suffering bo averted 
tliere must be another of equal inagnitiuh*. lie eviM 
fears, that by his interfering to prevent or assuage hi: 
neighbour’s calamity, ho is resisting establisheil late 
and bringing evil on his own head. 

The same doctrine of merit destroys gratitude, eithei 
to (lod or man. If he is well otf, it is because he de 
serves to be. If you do him a kindness, lie cannot b< 
persuaded that you have any other object or roasoi 
than to get merit, and feels that he coinpeusates yoin 
generosity by furnisliiug tJie occasion. Jf flu; kindnesj 
be uncoinmon, ho always susjiects you of sinistei 
designs. In asking a favour, at least of an equal, lu 
docs it peremptorily, and often Iiauglitily, on the jive 
.sumption that you will embrace tho opportunity oi 
getting merit ; and when his request is granted, iviiro 
without the slightest expression of gratitude. In fact 
as has boon already stated, there is no fihraso in Jr' 
language that corresponds with our “ J tiiank you/’ 
The doctrine of fate is maintained with the ohstinae; 
and devoteduess of a Turk. While it aceouuts to tli< i 


HEM All KS. 

No false religion, ancient or modern, is comparable to 
this. Its philosophy is, indeed, not exccedeil in folly 
by any other, but its doctrines and practical jiioty bear 
a strong resemblance to those of the Holy Scripture. 
There is scarcely a princijilc or pre<tept in the Ih'dagat 
which is not found in tho Bible. Did tlie people but 
act up to its j>rincip)es of peace? ami love, opprc.ssion 
and injury would be known no more within their 
borders. Its deeds of merit ai\? in all casi'S either 
i*eally beneficial to mankind or harmless, ft has no 


for every event, it creates iloggediiess under mist'oi lum*. 
and makes forethought usel(‘ss. 

Hoodliism allon s evil to he halanced wifli goojj, hy a 
scale which vc'duces sin to tlu; sh.'ulow of a. ti ille. T<: 
sheelio to a pagoda, or oiler a Hower to the idol, or i‘e»-(i 
tho jiriests, or set a pot of cool water by the waysah , 
is supposed to cancel a multitude ot sins. 'I'he building 
of a kyouiig or ]tagoiJa, will (»uf weigh enorinoiis crimes, 
and secure prosperity for ages to come. Vice is thus 
robbe<l of its terrors; for it can be overhalaneed hy 
easy virtues. Instamu s are not rare of robbery, am! 
evem nuirdiu*, being conuuittefl, to olitaiu the means .if 
I.'uying merit. All the terrors, therefore, with which 
hell is repia-senled, do but serve to exmte to the oii- 
.servanco of frivolous rites. The inaKing of an itloi, an 
offering, orsoine such act, is substiriited for repentanri: 


mythology of obsccfne and ferocious deities, no .•Bangui 
nary or impure oJiservanccs, no self- inflicting tortures 
no tyrannising priCvSthood, no confounding of right aiul ; and reparation, lor all inward excelhuice, and i". cry 
WTOiig, by making certain iniquities laudable in wor- 1 outward charity. 

ahip. In its moral cod«’, its descriptions of the purity | It ministers also to the most extravagant pride, 'fhe 
and peace of the first ages, of the shortening of man's j I5oi»dhist presumes that im*aiculahl<! meril, in j»revioas 
life twcausc of his sins, Ac,, it seems to luive followed I incariiatitms, has been g.'iiuecl, to give him the honour 
genuine traditions. In almost every respect, it seems i of now wi'uring Jiunian nature. Jle considers his emi-^ 

to be the be.st fuligion which man has ever invented. ! ,.t *i. 

At the same time we must regard Boodliism with 
unmeasured reprobation, if vve compare it, not witli 
other false ivdigioiis, but with truth. Its entire base is 
false. It is built, not on lo'e to (lod, nor even lov ? to 
man, but on personal merit. It is a system religion 
without a God. Jt is literally atheism. lnst<?ad of a 
Heavenly Father forgiving sin, and filial service from 
4, pure heart, as the effect of love, H presents nothing 

to love, for its Deity is dead ; notliiug as tho iiltiinao* , ^ _ 

object of action but self; and nothing for nutiTs highest j to pre.seut of infants destroyi-d, or widows iniriu'd, or 
and holiest ambition but anniliilatioii. j parents smothered in sacred mud, it is enough tluit /Ac// 

The system of merit corru]»ts and fiervert - to evil \ are prrisainf/ in tfnir sins, it mutters little whether 
very precepts whose prototypes are found in the a soul pass into eternity from beneath ilj; ? wIkh^ ot 
iible ; and cause?# aii injurious effcci on the lu’art, Juggernaut, or fr<«ii amid j^drele of wee ting Irumds. 
from the very (iuiie.s y,] iic.il have a salutary effect on - The aw ful scene is beyoinl^V May thclavoiirod ones 
uociety. Thus, to tay notiiing of its doctrines of eternal ! of our happy laud bo induced to dischitfgo their duty 
(irauianigratioii and of in vjui reliable fate, we 'nay sec, to the.se beiiightt'd im^ipiis ! 

ii 

KNU (IF TUAVE/SvIN IIUIIMAN EMl’j'im.- 


ditioufar suyierior to tliat of tho inhabitants of the nir.-r 
i.slauds in tins .sy.stem, and Ids cbanci? of exaltaii'iii to 
be of tlie mot.t animating (diaracter. Conceit, tliereloi-e, 
bet rays itself in .all liis ways. 'riie. lowest man in Koeicty 
cai’rics himsedf like the *'^tv,iee bom” brahmin oUU.ii^ 
dustau. • 

Wc n<?ed not multiply the.so r<*m;i.i‘k,s. It is enough 
to move our .sympathy to know^ that lliis redigioii, liow- 
ev«T superior to any otiu'r inveiit(?d by man, lias no 
power to .SUM'. Tluuigli w’e have no stirring aeeopnts 


I’xhilcd by \V. .V H. 
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ajpree v. cm the e^en& of 

l^t empire, eiOier 1^ » revolution at Conii&Mmople, 
or by a sttcc^lon of iteiemberments, tho European 
powers will each take, under the title of protectors, 
that part of the empire assigned to it b^ the stipulatiouj 
of the congress ; that these protectorates, being defined 
' and limited as to territories, according to neighbour- 
hoods, the security of frontiers, and the similitude of 
religions, manners, and interests, shall not interfere 
with the rights of local sovereignties, pi‘e-existing in 
the protected provinces, but shall secure only tho feudal 
superiority of the powers. This sort of sovereignty, 
thus defined and consecrated as a part of tho European 
code, will principally consist in the riglit of occupying 
paiiiicular portions of the territory or the coasts, for 
the purpose of founding either free towns or European 
I colonies, orports and depots for commerce. Tho diflb- 

ii rent divisions of nations, the classifications of tribes, 
©luting rights of all sorts, will he recognised and maiu- 

u tained by tho protecting power. It will be an armed 
a and civilising guardianship that eacli power will excir- 

iii else ; the existence and elements of nationality will he 
u guaranteed under its protectorate, and under a more 
ij powerful flag ; iiiviisiotis, dismemberments, discords, and 
el anarchy, will be averted, whilst all pacific means of de- 
if velopiug commerce and industry will be abundantly 
.^d furnished. 

nl These positions assumed, the modes iii which the 
M protectorates will act upon and influence the jirovinces 
A of the East assigned to them, will vary according to 
U localities and manners, and will be directed according 
' to peculiar circumstauces : let us see how things will 
! go on. 

^ They will found, at first, one or several free European 
towns, upon a part of tho coast or territory, the most 
favoured by nature and circumstances. These towns, 
open, as well as the country around, to all tl)o protectecl 
populations, will be governed by the legislation of the 
mother-country, or by colonial legislations ; on entering 
them, the protected will acquire tlie right of citizenship, 
and shortly afterwards of nationality ; they will cease 
to be subject to tho oppressive and barbarous govern- 
ment of their tribe or prince ; they will enjoy, in all 
its sacredness, tho right of property and transmission 
k,to heirs, wdiich is now almost universally denied to them, 
and which is the first lever of all civilisation ; they will 
’’■possess such immunities as to coniiner’cc, industry, and 
arms, as tho^roteeting state, in its Avisdom, shall sec 
fitting to conm’ iipon ttunn. The coninierciai relations, 
with these concentrations of liberty, proi)erty, and civili- 
sation, will inevitably extend from point to point ; towns, 
villages, and tribes, will not be Jong before they solicit , 
in a body, tho nationality and the social rights which 
result from it. The protected country Avill ])ass, in a few 
years, altogether into the system of the protecting nation. 
Uniformity in laws, and in political and social advan- 
tages, will be promptly and liberally exteud< ^; to them ; 
all these advantages are already appreciated, an<l 
ardently desired. Weary of the tyranny, and of the 
barbarous and oppressive adcninistratioii wliicli >vcighs 
upor^ them, eager above all things for individual liberty, 
and the rights of property and commerce, there is no 
doubt that tho first opened towns will bo immediately 
filled. Tho influence of example, r.ud the secure pro- 
sperity which these towns i)nd their lands will enjoy, 

■ will draw, by little and little, eiilire populations. There 
are biic two things to Immourand respect, religion and 
manners, and this is very easy, for tv lerance is the law 
good sense and of Europe, and the ineffaceable custom 
the East. All the creeds should continue to live side 
r side, in all their mutual freedom and independence, 
jrnc conditions of a purely civil nature can be imp^ed, 
ily gradually, however, on those who .shall establish 
leiusclwss in the European towns, and in what concerns 
gislation, and not creed, their usages may ‘»e inodified. 
ho municipal and supremo law will saindion r dthc'i* 
10 plurality of wives nor slavery, but it will interdict 
^ thing of what is simply the private concerns of family 
conscience. 

Inhere will be two sort^ of legishition in each protec- 


some degree^ a 

tion, wiii^^wUl rebate the general relatio 
protected races ana tribes, amongst thomsel 
with the protecting nation, such as the cout 
M taxes, to the militia, and the limitations of tei 
and a European legislation of the free Europea 
analogous to tho spirit of the protecting nation, 
ing a model as an incessant example and stinin 
the backward and barbarous legislation of the 
bouring tribes. It is indispensable tlmt these .s 
both ill theory and in practice, be permitted to co 
separate. It will be merely requisite to oblige 
men of distinct nations, tribes, religions, and ma. 
in the common compact, to live at peace undv 
guardianship of the protectorate ; to accustom th» 
understand a community of interest, and to collect 
iuto deliberative assemblies by uatioiis, and by n 
for certain objects ; then to n (ke them name depi 
chosen from tho most enlightened amongst them, 
will deliberate with tho deputies of the other tribes 
nations, upon the common interests of tho whole 
tcctorate, so as to habituate them by degrees to frioi 
intercourse, and to amalgamate them insensibly, n<»i 
the force of laws, but by that of manners. The Kas 
so prepared l>y its municipal habits, and by the gr 
diversity of its races, to this state of things, that 
protecting nation will experience no difficulty, exc 
in one or two large capitals, like Damascus, Bagd. 
Cairo, and Constantinople. These diflicultics will ne\ 
be solved by force, but solely by a temporary cxclusi 
from commuiiicatioii witli tho rest of the protect 
territories. In tho East, tlio cessalioii of commer 
is the cessation of life. Ilepcutauce \/ill soon brii 
about a reconciliation. 

Tho possibility, I will ev(!n say tin? extreme facii 
of a similar organisation, is clear to every one w 
jouriK'y.s in these countries, 'l lu^ absolute slavoi 
ruin, and tlepopiilation, tin? aliscncc of all rights of pn 
perty and Ivgal transmissitui, the arbitrary will of , 
)acha, who ceaselessly tin ea tens botli fortune and life 
lavo so <l('nalionalised these glorious countries, that 
any flag that shall ho unfurled with these conditions, 
would soon unite tho major part of the population^ 
under its /ihade. The grviater j'art of these people arc 
ripe for tliis gn^at change ; all the nations of Turkey ir 
Europe, and all tho Givek, Armeuian, MaronitCa and 
Jewish jufpulatloii.s, arc laborious, agricultural, and 
commercial, and revpiire nv)thing but security and 
liberty to inulli[dy and cover this islands and tho tw. 
continents, li) twenty years, tho measure w! ch . 
pr»)poso will have ereatod prosperous nations and mil- 
lions of men, marching imili r the jn’otecting shield of 
Europi‘, to new developeuients of civilisation. 

But I am askovl, What will you do with the Turks j 
I answer by another question, “Where will be the 
Turks When the empire has once fallen, been 
divided ami dismembered, the Turks, pressed by all 
the insurgent pop illations, will either be confounvi^i!^ 
with them, or will tly to (. eiistantinople, and into sohie 
parts of A Fin Minor, win re they will be tlio majority. . 
They will ho too %w, too Iiemiiicd in by implacable i 
foes, too dislioarteiied by the blow of fate, to reconquer;^ 
their vast possessions. They will themselves form one' 
of those nations, guaranteed and protected by the. 
European power, which phall accept the sovereignty ol 
the Bosphorus, of Constant inoplc, or of Asia Alinor; 
and they will be too happy to have such an. mgis, te 
cover them from the vengeance and attacks of the 
people who were subject to them. They will proserve 
their Jaws, manners, and religion, until contact witn a 
more advanced civilisation loads tht ni insensibly to 
labour and commerce, and all tho social benefits which 
flow from them. Their territory, their relative inde- 
pendence, and their nationality, will remain undter tho 
guardianship of Europe, until their complete amalga- 
mation with the other free nations of Asia. If the plan . 
which I conceive, and which 1 propose, should draW t 
down outrage on, or compel the expatriation and dis- 
possession of^ the wreck of a ^reat and generous natior 
I wQuld regard thp nhii iteejf acj^crimiual. The Turk 



^ ^ ■ », r'y^)»^v^55;;l!)j,\.UH^atiW-{iv.? j::ftiv^ au i«.\i^ ';*;,'•♦ 

i< » government." ^tkut as a 1 -act* oi men, tiuituiail^. 

ley are still, in my opinion, the first, I will not enter here into a discut ...luik as to tlio ; 
. .'•thy, amongst the tribes of their vast limits of the Kuropt^aii and Asiatic protectoi*ates, and 
\v is a grandeur and nobility in their as to the compensations which such appointments might 
If* to undoubted com^age, and groat roli- i-cnder necessary in Europe itself ; that is the work of 
id domestic virtues, calculated to inspire a secret congress of the agents of the principal powers. 
h ' mind with cstoom and udmiratioii. Established nationalities are in some degree the indi- 
i impressed on their foreheads, and in viduality of the people. They must be as little touched 
they had better laws, and a more en- upon in the negotiations as possible ; war alone affects 
ament, they would be one of the fii*st tlicm, and it is quite sufficient. These compensations 
arth. All their instincts are generous, would ther(*fore be easily arranged ; they would not 
^ iurchal, contemplative, ]>ious, and phi- produce those interminable discussions, and multiplied 
. !e; and when excited by religious cii- quarrels, which are stated in objection, 1 would say at 
an be heroes and martyrs. God forbid once, that in certain cases power is right. The small 
•go the extermination of such a race of states of Eur(>pe ought not to embarrass tlie great ones, 
..nink does Iionour to the human species, which have, in fact, the preponderating voice, without 
iO longer, or will very soon be no longer, :ipp<;al, in the great European council. When Kussia, 
■K'hoves us to save them a.s a ract^ and Austria, England, and France, shall come to an uudor- 
i wiving tliose whom they oppress and standing, and promulgate a firm and unanimous deci- 
» iv*pagating, bf assuming, at the decisive sion, who will gainsay the execution of what their 
5 >tV)tection of their destiny, and of that of dignity, their interests, and the well-being of the world, i 
.‘bat right r* will be asked. By the right have called upon them to resolve? No one. Diplomatic 
civilisation. 1 1 is not the right of the mannikins may murmur, intrigue, exclaim, but the 
invoke ; force confers no right, but it work will be aeliievcd, and the v igour of Europe re- 
in action. Europe, united in a design newed. 

■ i advantage and the civilisation of the 

• . iias incontestibly the power to decide the L^'OTK to tiik KOUKfioi.vj roMTie.vi. srMMARV nv thk 
It is for her to question, and ask her- tuanskatok. 

ower does not also give a right, and if The views promulgated by M. de Lamartine, in this 
en impose a duty. For my own part, 1 concluding portion of his work, are chai-acterised by a 
' • • i in the alBrmative. There needs not a w-ant of practicability usual to him in all his political 
; fired, not an outrage, a confiscation, a ideas. They are much more the dreamings of a poet 
; population, or a violenco to x-oligion or than the reasonings of a statesman. They proceed upon 
u be permitted. 'rhcr<* is but a iT-solution the two main assumptions, that Franco — for he speaks 
piDtection to declare, a flag to unfiu’I ; and if tiiily of France — is too ei’»)wded with re.stloss spirits 
one, Europe will liavt? twenty years of us(‘- socking employment ami distinction; ami that tin* 
*uid Asia an interminable anarchy, ruin, Turkisli empire, both in Europe and Asia, is in the last 
. nd depopulation. Has CJod offered to man stage of i^xistmiee, and ought to be immediately seized 
' cent domain in the fairest region of the upon as a litllng outlet for this western exuberance. 

.•ivi5 it barren, untilled, or ravaged by an But with these* two prt-miBes, which are doubtless par- 
; larbarism^ tially correct, he mixes up a great deal of what is falst*, 

,1 ope hei-seif, Ijer convulsive and revolution- both in political ethics and in fact. 

r exubei'anct* of population, industry, and He is, on the alleged ground of hiinianity, the advo- 
inteliectual capacity, should make her bless eatc of the maxim that force gives right. Europe, or 
which opeus so opportunely tliis great career the four great powers of Kiiro]>e, France, England, 
;ivity, noble .'imbition, civilising pi-oselytism, Kussia, and Austiaa, liave the power, by mutual agree- 
ing and agricultural labour, occupations and ment, to pox’tiou out the possessions of liie Turks, and 
•■11 kinds ; tleets and armies to conduct, ports therefote they are justilh-d in doing so. in the limits 
to create, interior colonies to found, new of a note, it is im})ossible to discuss all the startling re- 
lust ry to oi*ganise, new hands to tutor, x'oads suits to which the uckuowledgnient of such a principle 
' aiices to negotiate, sound luid youthful {Kipii- must ultimately lead. But siipjmsiiig it carried into 
istruct, codes to study and test, religions to ettect in this instance, supposing, what is really heyoiid ail 
and digest, amalgamations of iiiaiim rs and probability, tliat these fourpow'ers,bypivviousarraiige- 
isuniniate, Africa, Asia, and Europe, to draw ment, took simultaneous possession of all the Turkish 
:i unite by new mediums of cominunicatioii, provinces, is it to be supposed that such s€*ttlemcuts 
bring the Indies within aanontb of Max’hoilles, , would be ([uietly submitted to by the iiihubitantH, or 


n I'elation with ( alcutta. The finest climates 
ei-se ; the livers ajid plains of Mt^sojiotamia, 
.eir waters or their route.s to tlie multiplied 
universjil coinnierce ; the mountains of Syria, 

{ sm inexhaustible sujiply of coal, on the edge 
, to th« mnumei’able .steam- vessels ; the Mcdi- 
, remlered the lake of southern Eui’ope, as the 
. beconms a Kus.Hiaii lake, as the Ilea Sea and 
m Gulf beeoin: English lakes; nations witli- 
»ry^ countxv , rights, laws, or security, dividing 
themselves, unh r the shelter of European 
, the regions where th^ are i»ow encamped, 
ng Asia Minor, Africjj, Egypt, Arabia, Tui’key 
. and the isles, witn people disposed to labour, 
>'!' i pet** prEo rope 

jjp# a f ’ ■ i'u the turct^'C'aUo.cni.-'; 
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that a war almost of extermination wouhl not bt* re- 
quii*ed to make them good ? And when those various 
races wex’e reduced to subiriissioii, or were destroyed, 
would not the mutual jealou.siesof the European powers 
be sure to lead to intex-minablo wars among themselves, 
wlieii bi'ought into such close contact witli each othei*, 
when, even at their present distance, their attitudes 
are hu.stile and envenomed ? The histoi’y of the human 


I’ace too surely answers these quest ion.s, so as to over , 
thiviw the humanity of Lamartine’s view.s. 

Ubt ill his estimation of the rosoiu'ces of the Turkis 
emjpii’c, and of the numbers of the Tui’kiah populatioi 
he is extremely erroneous. The idea that the Tui*P > 
do not muster above two or three millions, is one s/ 
uU^ir?y to need not a single worn ? 
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1 time to prodtieo theiif duo efiFecta. But it is im- 
ssiblo to say that such exertions are utterly hopeless. , 
ji the contrary, there » every ground for hope of the ; 
,no8t satisfactory results. The bigotry of the Turks has 
given place to an enlightened toleration, with more 
facility, and in a shorter space of time, than has ever 
j^en recorded of any other nation. An amalgamation 
with Europeans in the military and civil services, and 
m the extensive ramifications of commerce, is leading 
ihe whole population to a coiTcct appreciation of tho 
Slue of discipline, suborditiation, and social relations, 
ffhe regeneration of those fair districts of the earth, is 
l|iuch more f(3asible under its present prospects, if 
^11 owed fair scope for developcment, than tlie covering 
Iheiu with Cossacks, to keep impatient populations in 
iho necessary subjection. Because, let M. do Lamar- 
tine disguise the matter as ho may, it would bo Russia 

I tt would bo mainly aggrandised, and it is Russia 
y that could keep permanent hold of wluit might be 
igiiod to her. And is her despotism less grinding 
,n tlie Turkish ? Is there any thing so agreeable to 
inanity in tho authentic accounts of the massacres 
I devastations that have marked the Russian “ pro- 
torate” (to use M. do Lamartine’s beguiling term) 
the Crimea, Ccorgia, Armenia, or, more latterly, 
land, as to iiidnco very delightful antieipations of her 
'mildness and benignity to tho unfortunate Osmanlis? 
pr, in a word, is there any tiung more gratifying to the 
Christian mind, in the aiiporstitious degradation of the 
]^U8sians, than in tho creed of th(3 Maliometans, who 
^ant to all a full and cfFeetive tolerance, and under 
whom true religion has more prospect of being propa- 
gated, than if smothered and degraded in tho wrc'tcdicd 
ceremonies of the Greek church, and its adoration of 
iliunian corpses ? 

' M. do Lunuii-tino presents Syria and Cyprus to h’rane 
and Egypt to England. But whore are Melicmet Ali 
nd Ibrahim i’aelial They would not ho easily dis 
ed of. Austria would have the easiest task poriiaps 
L seizing upon Servia and Macedonia ; hut has M. d<^ 
|Iiamartino forgotten, that in his own aecoiiiit of S(?rvia 
|hc expresses his deep regret that lie could not remain 
mongst its natives, to gi^ e them the benefit of his 
word in achieving their iiidepi'iidoiu’e 
Upon the wlioh?, it is scarcely to ho (jredited, not- 
ithstanding his own a})parent conviction of the wisdom 
of his views, that Lamartine over thought they could 
;bo acted upon; but it is almost to ho inferred that ho 
has given th«!iu vent, rather heeauso they were novel 
and startling, than because they were sago or practical, 
^t is the besetting sin of tho inujoidty of Eroncli literary 


APPENDIX. 

LKTTKR FROM THE VISCOUNT DK MAUCFLl l ‘ T<» 

Al. DE T.AMAU'rrNE. 

Of your travels in tho East, my dc.nr Lamartine, I 
have only road some extracts, inserted in ditVerent 
^journals, but I can no longer resist my desire to tell 
r you how deeply 1 am indebted to you for reviving past 
enjoyments. You have given feesh life to my old imjires- 
aions ; I have rofound in you, if there be not too much 
•pride in siiyiug so, those great and powerful emotions, 
!which agitated me twelve years earlier, on beholding 
'■ the same places. T then gav a myself up to the contem- 
plation of those majestic scenes ; the desert and Leha- 
XA)n appeared to mo under those sniilime aspects that 
^our pencil has recalled; I saw tlio same ruins, I 
Scaled tho same mountaiiis, and tho some dust stuck to' 
my pilgrim-sandals ; and I am not wrong in believing 
that this identity in travel and thought a<lds an addi- 
tional link to our friendship. 

. You have mentioned Lady Hester Stanlinpe, and I 
vd unceasingly read and reread your delightful 
i>*d© regarding her; I have meditated upon it as 
page of my own remembrance's, written in 
I v oters of firo ; you liave transported mo again to 


sketch, an^ whom you yourself abstain from jml- 
1 confess that my impressions wore at tliat time ah 
entirely favourable to her, whether it was that 
youth gave me greater sympathy with ah existeme 
utterly apart from the usual routine, or that 1 cc 
seo nothing in tlic desert but what was great and no 
I also recorded my feelings in a faithful recital ; hut 
simple and insipid tale withered like a leaf swept 
the wind, and fell lifeless into that literary gulf wli, 
so many of those political essays that you and I Im 
attempted are doomed to burial. 

Novertheiess, my visit to Lady Hester was relat 
to Louis XVIIT., who was anxious to learn the dciu 
from myself personally. I was indebted to Lady Sta 
hope for that kindness which liailed and made know 
some of my ad twntures in the East ; thus the recital of in 
proiiMinades, after the school of Homer, with the youn 
maidens of Scio, in their last days of life and liborr\ 
thus tlio particulars of the discovery, acquisitior am 
removal of tho of il/i/o, that raasterpiceo o 

aiiciwit soiilpturc, which my country, I say it with r.onu 
vanity, owes to my exertions ; thus otlier episodes in 
my travels tlien obtained sonic degree of favour, from 
coiiiieetioii witli the name of iny hostess on Lebanon; 
and if I made no endeavour to communicate to the 
public niy admiration for her, it was h(;cause my jour- 
ney had vc.fercnce to a political mission. You will 
approve of my moti’^ es, on considering that, with a duo 
regard to the obligations of our common career, 1 
thought tliat they imjxiscfl upon me a rigorous silence. 
Since torn from that career, tho main study of my life, 
by stmuns in wdiicli so many far more precious int(u*e.sts 
have been wri'cked, 1 still found myself bound to olxy 
its injunctions, even wlu'ii 1 liesitated nut to abandon 
it, and thus my silmice has survived my functions. 

At tho ]>resent moim.nl, in ilescrihing better than I 
could what I might relate apart from political concerns, 
you have awakened my recollections; you will your- 
self judge if few foatiiros tliat 1 had preserved are 
Avorthy of hi'ing aildod to your brilliant pictures. 

When 1 had the honour of soring Lady Hester Stan- 
hope, »Iio was more eoniK ctcjd with Europe and its 
politics, and laid not yet forgotten the ivorld, although 
sh(3 held it in contcinjit. She had not then acquired, 
from some coiitrnipkitivo characters in Syria, the art of 
linlving tlui destinies of our liemisjdiere to the infiiieiu‘e 
of tho stars or tlio lirraanieiit ; she could still liaiig 
their chain from a higher jioint. Disgusted with tin 
creeds of I’hirope, with wiiicli sho was imperfectly 
acf|uaintcd, rejecting tlie numerous sects of tho desert, 
whoso mysterii's she liad futlionied, she had created for \ 
lumsolf a prciiliar deism, pri'serving of the Christian ^ 
religion only tliepi*actice of doing good, and the proce])t 
of charity. 

The niece of Pitt had mingled from lier youth in the 
struggles of the Uritisli Parliament. At a later date, 
in her travels, she had studied and thoroughly investi- 
gated tho views of the Kuropeaii eahinefs. Thus it was 
that, in our interview^ she ga\e vent to such sevoro 
judgments \i[ on tlft iiicii who haM' ruled the world for 
the last thirty years ; of those men, sovei’al have fallen 
from power, some still exercise a sway, and tho greatest 
mimbor has succumbed to time. J.iady Stanhope cha- 
racterised them by a phrase, stigmatised them by ai* 
epithet, and almost all have justified her fearful pro 
pliecies. The colouring of her sketches, her revelation-, 
or her hatreds, wdiicli she said she inherited from her 
uncle, I do not consider it proper to make known, hut 
her antipathies against Eur-ope I am not prevented from 
repeating. 

“ Will you return to England I” I asked her. 
never,” she replied with energy ; your Europe is so 
stale ! Leave me iny desert ; what should J do in 
Europe I To look at nations that deserve their ehainS; 
and at kings unfit to reign ! Before long, your old con- 
tinout will be shaken to its very base. You have seen 
Athens ; you are going to se<p Tyre. See what remains 
of those iioblo republics, the piMtectors of the arts, the 
queens of industry and tho .seas ! Such will Euroj 



eH, AriBtucracy, Roon to be effi^'ed from 
)H place to a sordid and ephemeral middle 
root or vigour. The populace alone, that 
!i works, still preserves some character, 
lies. Tremble, if it should ever learn its 
\wr Europe annoys me ; I avert my ear 
r eports which roach me from it, and their 
11 dead upon this isolated strand. Let us 
! of Europt? ; I have done with it !” 

: lady Stanhope ran over long accounts of 
f the d(*siTt. She related to me tln^ events 
•ring and queenly life ; the succour and 
:> extends to all travellers, and especially 
5, in nuiinory of Napoleon ; tho dimth of 
11 , butchered by the Ansar ias on the last 
non ; striking vengeance she exacted 
er ; the poison adniiiiiston.‘d in a ttjnt on 
lessiril) to another more celebrated tra- 
isguised himself in the East under the 
> of Ali-llev, and in Europe under the 
latioii of Ba<iia. She spoke to me of her 
antoiiH of the mountain, and her excur- 
yra. 

ne day,” said she, ‘‘from Damascus to see 
i I’uius. The pacha, my friend, had pla<*c;d 
care of tlie Selicik Nasel, the chief of fifty 
people followed at a day's distance. We 
etiines at night, sometimes during the day, 
iS had arisim since my departure, when a 
Hinted on a dromedary came Hying to our 
spoke a few words to tlie Sclieik Nasel, 
hied, and cluinged couiiteimnce. ‘ Wh.at 
vitli you r 1 asked. ‘Nothing,’ he replied ; i 
lued. .Slmrtly, a second dromedary over- j 
the distress of Nasel was increased. I j 
knowing the cause. ‘ Well, since you | 
’ said }h.‘, ‘my father, one of whose wives I 
1 ott‘, is pursuing me with a troop ihricc | 
us mine, and i.s ju.st at han<l. lie seeks j 
now, for such oHeiiees rtujMirti hlood ; hot 
entrusted to m<‘, and I will .sooner perish ( 
ymu’ ‘ Depart, tly !’ I cNclaimed ; ‘ I pre- j 
alone in the desert, to seeing you killed hy : 




yui^W^’ T/h T will 
tultfiftge A i*u-ooue:n^aoL ; tiiit'i 

lint be far off, and the mm wQl bb'my guide.’ He lof 
inb on hearing these words, and disappeared with hi 
fifty Arabs. 1 w;^ alone for about an hour, withou 
any otiior companion than my mare, or other protectioi 
than my poigimrd, when a cloud of dust arose at th 
horizon. Some horsemen came forward at full gallo) 
amUn a few minutes N^l was at my side. ‘ Honou 
to the cid, rny lady V he exclaimed, ‘he carries a wai 
rior’s heart ! What I told you was only to try you 
courage ; come, my fathei* is waiting for you !’ 1 fo 

lowed him. 1 was received in the camp with nil tli 
ceremonies of tho desert ; gazelles and young came 
were furnished foT the repa.st ; poets celebrated tli 
exploits of past times. I made an alliance with tlu 
tribe, which from that time loves and x*espects me.” 

Thanks, my dear Lamartine, thanks for these reco 
j lections of my okl travels. I yield my8<df iqi to tl 
I cliaiTns they have for me, and T can no more fiiiit 
them than the Arab story-tellers of the khaius of I’toli 
mais, who rejieat the great deesds of Antar. 

In writing to you I think of that sun which was di; 
appearing behind the mountains of Cyprus, and castiii 
I its last tints on the peaks of Anti-Lebanon ; 1 think ( 
that sea, witli its blue waves, dying foanilessly away ai 
scarcely breaking on the .shoi-es of Sidoii. None betu 
than you can imdei-staiul how strongly the iinagiiiatii 
and memory are seized, and how quick the heart heat 
when, in the bosom of such an amphith(‘atre, an Ihigli;- 
woman, whom the Arabs, disregarding her scs, hai 
i named the Lord, liid under tho Bedouin garb, lets hi 
such words in the siJeiieo of the <Iesert. 

Adieu ? I leave you to read you again, and to iiidulj 
in my reinem))ranees afresh. If you slioidd ever sei 
your work to Lady StanJiope, mention to her tluj nan 
of a man full of lior recollection, and proud of being oj 
I of those few travellers who have visited her on la 
I adopted mountains, and at the same time of being oi 
I of those numerous friends who have admired you 
your native valley, so near to my own retreat. 
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